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“Still, some colleges do a much better job 
than others of teaching students. Colleges can 
improve student learning simply by creating a 
culture of high expectations. After controlling 
for demographic background and level of 
preparation, Arum and Roksa found that 
undergraduates whose professors required 
more reading and writing learned more.” 
 
--Ben Wildavsky, Wilson Quarterly (spring 2011), pp. 98-99. 







What is Project Information Literacy? 

 

What is Project Information Literacy? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-uQ0NXxORyg&feature=share&list=UUWoup68RayyXlPQgDgTZ_wA
http://youtu.be/-uQ0NXxORyg








Language Context 





Recommendations 



Gustavus Adolphus College 

• First -Term Seminar (sample assignment) 
 Eric Eliason wants first-semester students to understand 

research involves dead ends, blind alleys, and strange 
detours, that not all questions have answers but they're still 
worth asking. He asks students in a first year seminar to 
look for ways a Bible story--Cain and Abel, for example--has 
been appropriated in the arts. He asks them to look for 
novels, plays, poetry, films, paintings, and music that 
somehow reinterprets the story. Students express 
frustration as they work on this assignment because 
answers don't come easily, and sometimes don't come at 
all, but they become incredibly persistent and determined - 
even obsessive in their search. Ultimately they all learn 
their way around the library, know the libraries on a first 
name basis, find more than enough material to do a poster 
presentation that is the public result of their work. 
 



Drew University 

Questions to ask when designing assignments:  

• What core research skill is being addressed in 
this assignment, and how? 

• Will this assignment serve to bring in enriching 
material for the students? 

• Does this assignment encourage my students to 
think about the type of information they need 
(factual, background, evaluative), and the form 
in which they're most likely to find it? 

 



Drew University (continued) 

• Does this assignment help my students distinguish 
among various types of information sources:  magazine 
articles, books, academic or research journals, personal 
web sites, etc? 

• Does this assignment include retrieval of information 
through some major finding tool such as an index, 
catalog, database or search engine? 

• Does this assignment ask students to look at 
information critically--to evaluate it, to compare it with 
other information, to synthesize information from 
different sources, to identify the most crucial pieces of 
information available? 
 



Concordia University 

Characteristics of a good assignment design: 
• Provide opportunities for students to report on progress and to ask 

questions 
 

Providing guidance includes: 
• Define any ambiguous subject-specific and/or library-related 

terminology 
• Specify assignment requirements (length, style, due date, etc.) 
• Allow students to use a variety of sources and not be too restrictive 
• Clarify differences between licensed databases available through 

library subscriptions and free information available through the 
Web 

• Provide starting points to increase confidence and comfort level 
• Outline what constitutes plagiarism and how it can be avoided 
 



Bad Assignment 

ENG 149:  The 19th-Century American Novel 

• Write a paper on one of the authors we 
studied this semester.  

• The paper will be three to five pages in length, 
double spaced.  

• Research the topic. 

• The paper is due on the final day of class. 

 



Sample Assignment Outline:  top ten components 

HIST 150: Comparative Labor  
1. Timetable 
2. Research guidance  
3. Selecting a topic  
4. Recommended sources  
5. Catalog and databases  
6. Getting started 
7. Types of sources 
8. Evaluating sources (include checklist) 
9. Avoiding plagiarism 
10. Support 

• Felician College Library   
• Center for Learning 

  



Wrestling with a Topic 



Wrestling with a Topic 



Wrestling with a Topic 
Source:  Palmquist, Mike.  The Bedford Researcher:  An Integrated Text, CD-ROM, 
and Web Site.  Boston:  Bedford/St. Mark’s, 2003. 

Step 1:  Locate Conversations in Your Sources 

• Think about the title 

• Consult the table of contents 

 



Wrestling with a Topic 

Step 2:  Identify important Conversations about the Topic 

• Personal connections 

• Ideas repeated in sources 

• Problems discussed in sources 

• Similarities and differences among sources 

• Agreements and disagreements in sources 

• Recurring voices in sources 





Research Assignment Ideas (Williams  College) 

• Citation searching 

• Footnote following & critique 

• Scholarly roots 

• Review article 

• Popular vs. scholarly 

• Problem sets 

• Wikipedia assessment 



Examples of Research-Based Assignments that Can Be Adapted (NJLA) 

• Opposing viewpoints (introductory) 

• Citation examination (introductory & gateway) 

• Annotated bibliography (gateway) 

• Research process paper (metacognitive) 

• Understanding primary and secondary sources 
(gateway) 

• Examining bias (introductory & gateway) 



Resources to Include 

• Research guide (LibGuide):  provided by 
liaison on request 

• Contact information for liaison 

• library@felician.edu   

• www.felician.edu/mobile-library  

• Felician College Library consultation 

• Center for Learning consultation 

 

mailto:library@felician.edu
http://www.felician.edu/mobile-library
http://www.felician.edu/mobile-library
http://www.felician.edu/mobile-library



