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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

Maimonidean Studies, 7n intemational, interdisciptinary publication,
r orrceives its area of interest in broad terms and will be hospitable to
.rrricles on a variety of subjects. In the field of Halakhah it will carry

irrtcrpreutions of Maimonides' legal works, studies dealing with their
r;rlmudic and geonic antecedents, the influence of his legal writings on
rrrlrsequent commentators and decisors, and comparative legal studies.

lrr the lield of philosophy it will publish interPretations of Maimonides'

plrilosophic writings, and studies of their Greek, Hellenistic, and Islamic

,rurccedents, as well as their imPact onJewish philosophy in the later Middle
Agcs, on Latin scholasticism, and on the philosophy of the Enlightenment
.rrr<l the Haskalah. Besides these, Mainonidtan Studies will carry ardcles

.r Maimonides as Bible commentator, physician, scientist, and communal
k.rr<lcr, and on the history of Maimonides' time, the Maimonidean farnily,
,rrrrl the Maimonidean conroversies. It will also publish articles on the
lirnguage of Maimonides' Hebrew and Arabic writings and bibliographic
rrrli rrrnation.

Since Maimonidtan Stud,ies is largely intended for an English-reading
,rrrrlicnce, its primary language is English. Since, however, a substantial
p;rlt of Maimonides research is being conducted in Israel, each issue will
r,'rrtain some articles in Hebrew. As the need arises, there will also appear
,rr t icles in French and Getman. There will be English summaries of articles
Irr lrrnguages other than English.

Maimonid,ean Studies is not committed to any one interpretation of
Mrrirnonides' work; its editorial policy is determined by the very history of
Mirirnonides research. As is true of the work of any seminal thinker, that
ol Maimonides has given rise to a variety of interpretations and has found,
lr,rrr the very beginning, its adherents as well as its critics. One need only
tlrirrk ol'Maimonides' own conroversy with Samuel ben Ali, the iasra6ol
ol Ahraham ben David, the various commentaries on lhe Mishneh Torah,

tlx. Maimonidean controversies, down to the controversy in our own days

lx.twccn Julius Guttmann and Leo Strauss concerning the interpretadon
r rl Maimonides' philosophic views. The sole criteria goveming the editorial

;rrrliry r>f Maimonidzan Studies are:. defensible thesis, cogent arguments,
pr opcr documentation, and the observance of scholarly proprieties.



FURTHER ON A
PROBLEMATIC PASSAGE IN

GUIDE FOR THE PERPLEXED 2.24*

b)

HERBERT A. DAVIDSON

lrr an appendix to an article that aPPeared in Maimonidzan Stul'ies

It, I lrriefly offered what I consider to be the correct interpretation of a

lrrrrlrlematic passage in Guidt 2.24. W. Harvey subsequently criticized
rrry interpretation.r Since the passage has bearing on Maimonides'
rur(rrnost beliefs and since questions of method are also involved,
I rhirrk that it will be worthwhile to explore the subject again, more
tlrorr rughly.

lf r the chapters preceding Guidz 2.24, Maimonides presented three
nrguurcnts, all original with him, for creation. One of the arguments
lorrrscs on the absence of order in the movements of the celestial

rplrcrrs, and its reasoning goes: Each of the celestial spheres has

Irr ,rwn invariable velocity. Yet, whereas the outermost starless sPhere

rrrrrkcs a daily revolution from east to west, thereby Pulling all the other
r;rlu rcs around the earth in that direction once each day, the proper
rrrorion of the spheres carrying the several stars and planets is from
wr.sl t() east. (The interaction of the motions determines where a star
or plunet will be at any given moment.) Not only do the directions of
tlrr slrhcres' movements disclose irregularity; their relative velocities
rlr so as well. For within the hierarchy of spheres, a less rapidly
rrrovirrg sphere is in some instances located above a more rapidly
rrroving sphere, while in other instances a more raPidly moving sphere
lr kx irtcd above a less rapid one. Since the directions and velocities of

. I wish to thank my colleague Michael Fishbein, who was once again kind enough
kr rh{tc his expertise in Arabic syntax with me.

I W. I larvey, "Maimonides' First Commandment, Physics, and Doubt," !'Ialan Nahwn
(Nornlno I.amm Festschrift) (New York 1997) 155-59.

I



2 HERBERT A, DAVIDSON

the spheres do not arrange themselves in a regular order, they cannot,
Maimonides contends, be subsumed under any law of nature. If they
are not subsumable under a law of nature, and if, since the universe
has been demonstrated to have a cause, they are not accidental, they
must have been assigned to the spheres by "intent." God, the cause of
the universe, must have intentionally decided that the spheres should
move as they do, for reasons beyond our ken. But acting through
intent implies acting after not having acted. The lack of order in
t}re movements of the spheres therefore establishes that God created
the spheres after they did not exist-or, if Maimonides had expressed
himself more precisely, that God set them in motion after they were
not in motion.? The argument is a peculiar inversion of the teleological
style of reasoning: Given the existence of a cause of the universe, it
is the very lack of order and discernible design in t}le universe that
establishes creation.

Aristotle, it happens, tried to uncover an orderly arrangement in
the respective movements of the spheres. If he had been successful,
the movements of the spheres could, after all, be covered by a law of
nature, and the intent of an agent which determines those movements
could be dispensed with. Maimonides finds, however, that Aristotle
failed in the endeavor, and the argument is accordingly unaffected.3

In chapter 2.24, Maimonides returns to the question of Aristotle's
knowledge ofasronomy and presents evidence for the proposition that
"everything Aristotle says about the sublunar region follows the syllo-
gistic method, . . . but of what is in the heavens, man can comprehend
merely a small amount, mathematical in character."{ "God alone" has
"complete" knowledge of "the true reality, nature, substance, form,
motions, and causes, of the heavens." And then the passage that

I God's setting the spheres in motion probably entailed His creating them, for
Maimonides, on the grounds tiat it is of their nature to rel.olve and they could not
exist without performing their circular motion.

I Guidz 2.19. See Aristode, De Caelo 2,5; 10. Maimonides is adapting reasoning
deployed by Ghazali, TahAl l, $$ 37, 42, in the course of argumens againsr etemity,
bur it is Maimonides who turns the reasoning into an argument for creation. English
translation ofChazali in Averroes, Tahdlut al.Tahdlut, $ansl. S. Van den Bergh (Irndon
1954) 24, 30.

{ That is to say, the movements aDd locations ol the heavenly bodies can bc calculated
mathemarically.
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( oncerns us appears. It makes reference to a different argument from
tlrc motion of the celestial spheres-the demonstration of the existence
ol God as the First Mover.

The original Arabic, according to I. Joel's edition, p. 228, reads:

ii:I:Dtlr y*rDh: []$ }{5],'rrl'rp $:'r:, iiv:hDD RDD]N '], ]x]'rnDxbx lN:Ds I}l]
nnDlvD ''r{ Ir{D)*}r{ hp, }tn N) 'rDt{] n)iii> ')v m5r ;r:x n:a 6xr]r tt)rnoN)Nl

Munk's translation: "Car il nous est impossible d'avoir les 6lements
(ncc€ssaires) pour raisonner sur le ciel, qui est loin de nous et trop elev6

|Ir sa place et son rang; et meme la preuve g6n6rale qu'on peut en tirer,
(cn disant) qu'il nous prouve (l'existence de) son moteur, est une chose e la
connaissance de laquelle les intelligences humaines ne sauraient arriver."

Pines' translation: "For it is impossible for us to accede to the points
rttrting from which conclusions may be drawn aboul the heavens; for the
lrttcr are too far away from us and too high in place and in rank. And
rvcn the general conclusion that may be drawn from them, namely, that
thcy prove the existence of their Mover, is a matter the knowledge of which
cnnnot be reached by human intellects."

I Iarizi's Hebrew translation:

,on)lrr r:a> oarp> ;rlut ogm: o'no;:r ,r:aa nryr:a o'aun )y n'xrir nn'7| nt:o ':
.r')x o'rn ':: n]yr ]yt' N) rlrN '1:'r Nt:r Ey':D ), onD lxtyai n))D;r ;r'*t;rt

;r'rr;r,;r)yb:r Dt?b: rlyn UDD pn:::),D)yN m9:D) o'aur 5y;r'm:r nt:o':
olx;l i)r!, 1y':' N) r:9 Nln D:':y iND !:x ,oy':a )y ulrln Enu-E;D nlh)n

.mv'?t

l hc translation renders the passage more or less as Munk and Pines do
arccpl that it adds the words "abal she'ar 'inyanam" zt a critical spot. As a

lrlrncqucnce, Maimonides is represented as saying not that the general proof
r,onclrrding with the existence of a First Mover of the heavens is something
tunknowablc to the human intellect, but that everything regarding the heavens
tplrl liom the existence of a First Mover is unknowable. Harvey observes
lhrt romc manuscripts of Ibn Tibbon's translation of the Guide contain a

lhru on our passage which reads: "Comment of Samuel Ibn Tibbon: It

lbn Tibbon's translation as it appears in the printed editions:



4 HERBERT A. DA!'IDSON

seems to me that there is a lacuna here and the sense is'but everything else'

[about the heavens] is something [unknowable to man]. It is inconceivable
that Maimonides would state that the proof of a [First] Mover fiom the
motion of the heavens is itself something unknowable. For he employs
the proof either as an [apodictic] demonstration or as a strong proof in a
number of places."r The gloss reveals that the added words in lbn Tibbon's
translation do not reflect an alteniate reading in the Arabic text of the Guide
but are a conjectural emendation on his part. Harvey further reports that in
most extant manuscripts, the text of Ibn Tibbon's translation does nol even
have the emendation; in all likelihood, lbn Tibbon therefore did nor himself
incorporate it into his translation, and it was added later by scribes on the
basis of lbn Tibbon's gloss.6

The gloss brings out the obvious problem in the passage. As translated by
Ibn Tibbon, Harizi, Munk, and Pines, Maimonides contradicrs what he
wrote in a number of places, notz;bly in Guidz 2.1. Gzida 2.1, offers four
proofs for the existence of God, and the first of t}te proofs reasons
from the unceasing motion of the heavens to an incorporeal First
Mover. Maimonides describes all four proofs as "demonstrations." In
the passage we are now considering, he is made to assert that the
proof of the existence of a First Mover is, on the contrary, something
that cannot be known. As a coda to his argument for creation from
the lack of order in celestial morion, he would be pulling the rug out
from under his more fundamental demonstration of the existence of
God from the unceasing motion of the heavens.

J. Kafah discovered an ingenious way of curting the knot. His
Hebrew translation of the Guidz renders the passage that we are
dealing with as follows:

,nlla:r opr: rlrrlr uaa rpnr u:r ,D''u E r)b, E Dlrn )y nr.r'ali: nuo ,:
.rnr.'r'| o'rxa ):p y'r' tlp r::) ,rp':a ly r:.In xlirD x'n ltbD n+t, nl?Dlm

Kafah has given an unexpected vocalization to one word in the unvo-
calized Arabic text. In plac€ of the more obvious vocalization la-amr, ,.is

t Maimonidcs, Seter Moteh /Ver!&rr, transl. Shemucl lbn Tibbon, cd. y. Evcn Shcmucl
2.1 (Jerusalcm 1959) 316,8ppantus; Harvcy 155-56 (wirh corections ofrhc Evcrl Shcmucl
tcxt).

6 H.rvcy 156.
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something," he reads li-amr "to something." Instead of having Maimonides
say that the general proof from the heavens, namely, that they prove to us
the existence oftheir mover, is something the knowledge of which cannot be
attained by human intellect, Kafah's translation has him say: "The general
rnaking of an inference from the heavens is that they prove to us [or:
show usl their mover--{o something to the knowledge of which the human
intellect cannot attain." The "something" to the knowledge of which the
human intellect cannot attain is, as I understand Kafah's translation, God.
Maimonides would be saying that the proof llom unceasing spherical motion
cstablishes the existence of a First Mover, who is God, and God is a being
whose essence is unknowable to us.

Kafah's solution has two serious flaws. First, as he construes the passage,
lhc Arabic text has the awkward syntax that is reflected in the words "to
lrmething" in my translation of his translation. On his reading, the Arabic
rhoufd have said either: 'ala mubarrikihi, 'ali amr or 'ald muharrikihi
arnr. Secondly, the term amr in Arabic does not mean a thing in any
rrrhstantial sense. It means a thing solely in the sense of a matter or a
trrlri<, and Maimonides would not have called Cod tn amr.

A footnote in Kafah's translation suggests that he may have talen
tlrr "something" in the Maimonides passage to be not God but the exis-
tcrrcc of God.7 On that understanding of his translation, the syntactical
ruwkwardness would remain. In addition, he would have Maimonides
nr;rkc the incomprehensible statement. that reasoning establishes the
rx,int(,nce of God for us, and the existence of God is a matter to the
hrowledge of which the human intellect cannot attain; reasoning en-
thlcs us to know something that at the same time remains unknowable
ll, lls.

Whether the term "something" in Kafah's translation is "God" or,
pnlhance, the "existence of God," his ingenious move is therefore
hlghly improbable, and the difficulty pointed out by Ibn Tibbon's gtoss
rtlrrtls: Maimonides, as commonly translated, asserts that the proof of
lhr existence ofGod from the unceasing motion of the celestial spheres

'scc Kalah's cdition and translation ot Ctidz 2.356, where as a note on rhe
*rrrrlr "ro yrrncthing," Ibfah writes: "that is to say, the existence of Cod" (pointed
rut l,y llnrvcy 158). Since taking rhc "something" ro be the existence of God would
tr;rcrcnt Maimonidcs as making a completely incomprehensible statemenr, I prefer
tll rlrhrrtand Kafah's notc as cxplaining not what the "something" is, but rather rhe
llll.lxrt ol thc inlcrcncc madc from the heavens.
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is something that the human intellect cannot know. Yet in a number

of other plices, most notably in the chaPter of the Guidz dedicated

to proofJ for the existence of God, Maimonides characterizes the

proof of the existence of God from the motion of the sPheres as a

iemonstration, that is, a proof as incontrovertible as demonstrations

in the science of geometry.
Maimonides, of course, announces in the introductior. to the Cui.de

that he, like other authors, will sometimes deliberately contradict him-

self. In indicating what contradictions of the sort will consist in, he

writes, however, that the discussion in one part ofa book sometimes has

to be conducted on the basis of "a given premise" and the discussion

in another part, on the "basis of a premise that conradicts" the earlier
one. "And the common folk must by no means be allowed to sense the

contradiction between the two [premises]. The author must use every

tactic to avoid that"-to avoid the possibility of unenlightened readers'
getting wind of the contradiction. If the common translation of the

passage with which we are concerned is accurate, it is not underlying
premises, but explicit statements, that contradict one another. And
instead of resorting to every possible tactic to hide from unenlightened
readers what would be a provocative contradiction, Maimonides is rep-

resented as trumpeting the contradiction to the heavens. The aPparent
contradiction created by our passage, which if actually present would
be blatant and open, consequently does not meet the specifications
for the deliberate contradictions that, Maimonides forewarned, one
may expect to encounter h t}re Guidc.

Besides, the contradiction would be pointless. If Maimonides did
not accept the prooffrom the motion ofthe spheres to their mover, he
could simply have omitted it and offered only his three other proofs
for the existence of God. The other proofs employ no premises from
the nature of the heavens.

Harvey addresses this last issue: He suggests a possible motive for
Maimonides' having included the proof from the motion of the spheres
in his proofs for the existence of God, and specifically for having
offered it side by side with the third of the four proofs, the proof of
the existence of God from tlte concepts possible existence ar:.d necessary

existence. T"he proposed motive is as follows: The proof from possible
and necessary existence, which Harvey calls a proof from "contingent

A PROBI-EMATIC PASSACE IN GUI'E FOR THE PERPLEXED 2.24

r.xistence to Necessary Existence," is the same as Avicenna's proof of
lhe existence of God; Avicenna deemed his proof from the concePts

lxrssible and necessary existence to be superior to the proof from the

rrnceasing motion of the heavens because it is a metaphysical proof,
wliile the proof from motion is merely a physical proof; Avicenna's
prrrof is "vacuous unless one understands contingent existence"; the
proof from motion, even if fallacious, does serve as "a summons to
study physics"; it thereby contributes to an understanding ofcontingent
('xistence and hence to an understanding of the proof from possible

:rrrd necessary existence; although the proof from motion may be
rrltimately unknowable, although man can therefore never entirely
rrrrderstand contingent existence, and although Avicenna's proof will
irs it consequence never become thoroughly comprehensible, the pair
ol proofs, working in tandem, nonetheless summon readers to acquire
sr icntific knowledge.8

'l'he reasoning unfortunately contains inaccuracies. While Mai-
rrrorrides' proof from possible and necessary existence emPloys ter-
rrrirxrlogy from Avicenna's distinctive, metaphysical proof of the ex-

isr('nce of God, it is a different proof, and there is no evidence that
Mirirnonides ever saw Avicenna's proof itself.e The distinction between
.r rrctaphysical, and a physical proof of the existence of God, and
llr(. superiority of the former to the latter are never alluded to by
Mlrirnonides and almost surely never came to his attention. Avicenna's

;rrrxrl requires no understanding of "contingent existence"; it requires
orrly the single empirical fact that at least one thing exists.ro The
pr rxrl consequendy requires no knowledge whatsoever of physical or
rurtrr rrrt>mical science. That is part of its beauty and, similarly, part of
tlrc l)cauty of Maimonides' different proof from possible and neces-

rlry t'xistence, for Maimonides' proof also requires no premise from
plrysical or astronomical science.rl

ll wc read the passage we are concerned with as Ibn Tibbon, Harizi,
Mrrrrk, :rnd Pines translate, and do not accept Tibbon's gratuitious

I tlrrvcy 160-61.
t licc H, Davidson, Aool lor EtemiE, Creation, anl thz Exisu$e oI Go4 in Medieaal

hhslc and Jcuith Philoropl1 (New York 1987) 380-81.
ro l)rvidron, AooI 303.
rr (iutde 2,1 (3).

7
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emendation or Kafah's improbable construction, we are thus left with

a blatant conradiction regarding the cogency of the proof of the

existence of God from the unceasing motion of the spheres' And the

question why Maimonides should have contradicted himself has no

answer.
There is an additional problem, and it shifts our focus from the

broad, to the narrow canvas. It concerns the term istidldl, which occurs

twice in the passage.
Munk translates the first instance of the term istidlil as "rison'

ner" and the second instance as "preuve." Pines paraphrases the first
occurence, but the word "conclusions" in the paraphrase apparendy

reflecs istidlal;he ranslates the second occurrence as "conclusion." Ibn
Tibbon translates the term as re'a)a, that is, proof' F.Iarizi translates the

first instance as bqilpt ha're'qa, by which he meant either adducing

proof or formulating a proof; he translates the second instance as
nproof." Kafah translates the term x I'emil,ut, by which I believe he

meant the making of an inference. In my discussion of the passage

on the previous occasion, I translated istidLal as the "drawing up of a
proof." Harvey found that translation to be "obscure" and stated that
iin *ost cases, istidlil is adequately translated by 'inference.'"'2 The
various translations break down into two grouPs: The term istidl,Al is

translated either as proof, inference, or conclusion, or as tlte process

of reasoning that produces a proof, inference, or conclusion.
Since islid&il is a verbal noun, both ways of taking it are in principle

possible. What will count will be the manner in which Maimonides
typically uses the term. The explanation given by a Muslim thinker who

was scrupulous about defining the terms he employed may nonetheless

help set the stage, even though the man belonged to a different school

of thought from Maimonides. Baqillini, an Asharite active in the

tenth century, writes that "ruzz4r (theoizing) nd istidlnl consist in
a person's analyzing, reflecting on, and examining the thing to be
proved."rs He plainly understood istidlnl @ be not the result but the

process producing it.
ln the Guidz I have found Maimonides using the term in six places

apart from the passage we are concerned with.

a. Guidc 2.19, is the chapter where Maimonides offered the argu-
ment, outlined earlier, which arrives at the creation of the universe
on the grounds that the movements of the celestial spheres evince no
regular order. After setting forth the bulk of the argument, Maimonides
submits that precisely because the heavens provide evidence for the
creation of the universe, the prophets were prone to adduce them
:rs a proof for the existence of God; the heavens have the virtue of
furnishing evidence for both fundamental tenets, the existence of God
and creation. In Maimonides words:

"There is, in my view, no better proof for intent [in t}le structure of t}le
universe] than the variation in the movements of ttle spheres.... For that
reason, you find that all the prophets perforce took hold of the stars,
planets, and spheres as proof of the existence of God. The tradition
about Abraham ta.lks about his well-known studying of the stars and
planets.ra Isaiah, calling attention to the istidlnl by means of them, said:
'Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who hath created these? etc.' [Isaiah
40:26]. Jeremiah too said [describing God]; 'Who maketh t]re heavens.'

[an inexact citation ofJeremiah 32:17]."

Maimonides proceeds to quote statements ascribed by Scripture to
llrc prophets Abraham and Moses. He thereupon returns to the main
topit: of the chapter, writing: "This [then] is the rrue proof [of the
r rcation ofthe universe], which contains no doubt."rs And he goes on
to ( ()mplete his argument for creation from the absence of order in
lll(. movements of the heavens.

'l lre term istidlal parallels the prophets' taking hold . . . as proof and.
Alralram's sludling the heavenly bodies. It in other words parallels
rxplcssions denoting the process of reasoning that produces a proof.
tl tlx're were any doubt, the quotation from Isaiah settles the matter.
'l'lr islirtldl to which Isaiah calls attention consists in lifting up one's
nycr and asking a question; it is a process of reasoning and not the
pt rxrl rcsulting therefrom. In the present instuce, istid,lalhence means
llrc tlrawing up ofa proof. Ibn Tibbon and Harizi understood as much.

'' Scc llT Baba Batn l6b, Midrash ha-Gad,ol: Cenesi.t ed. M. Margulies (Jerusalem
l0t7) 204-5: Bct ha-Midrasch ed. A, Jellinek (Leipzig 1853) 2.118.

fr 'l hc prcrcnt palsage in Ctid. 2.lg is ciled by Harvey 158, n. 14, to support his
l}an.lrtkxf ol ktidlnl as'inference."

I Harvcy 158, n. 14.

'' Biqillini, K al.Ta,nha{ ed. R. Mccarthy (Bcirut 1957) l{.
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his "opinion" is closer to the truth than the opinion of those who
"contended that philosophic theorizing fna4arl leads to the heavens'

being subject to [t]re natural process ofl generation and destruction."
And, Maimonides acknowledges, Aristotle's opinion is indeed closer

to the truth than the opinion of the others "in respect to istidldl from
the nature of existence"-in respect to the drawing up of proofs from
the nature of existence, that is to say, as long as ttle issue is argued
fiom the standpoint of the laws governing the physical universe. Ibn
'l.ibbon here translates istid,lal as leqihat hd.'re'qa" the adducing of
proof.rT Munk translates the words 'in respect lo istidbf' as: "quand
on cherche argumenter."

e. A few lines later in the same chapter Maimonides depicts Aristotle
as having held that "the gates of the methods of istid'lal regarding
these matters are locked for us." Maimonides is plainly talking about
tllc process of drawing up proofs and not about any proof that re-
srrlts therefrom. Ibn Tibbon translates: "'asot ha-re'aye" framing a

;rrrrof. Munk translates the words "methods of istidlal" as "m6thodes
r ll.rnonstratives" but in a note he observes that their literal meaning
is: "les m6thodes de trouver les preuves." Pines translates the same

plrrase as: "ways to inferential reasoning."
l. ln Guidz 3.51, the metaphor of the palace, Maimonides writes

tltat those who penetrate into the throneroom represent persons who
cxr.r'cize their intellects exclusively in studying the world "li"l-istidlal
rcgalding God," that is to say, with the object of drawing up proofs
r cgrrlding God. Ibn Tibbon translates: lilmod. .. . re a1a. Munk translates:
"al'rrr de tirer . . . la prevue de l'existence de Dieu." Pines: "with a view
to rlrawing . . . proof with regard to Him."r8

r' l,llios 109, again misrepor6 lbn Tibbon's translation of the term.
r'Maifi()nides uses the term irlilri, in nonphilosophic con(exts as well, generally

lr r r |lrrrct tirrn with rhe rabbis' drawiog of inferences from Scripl[re.lfi Epislla lo Yanen
(llrllirr'r cdition) 38.4 and 46.7, rhe lerm plainly means: the diawing oI an inJeren e,

I hrt ln also cither the plain meaning or the more natural way of understanding what
Mrlrrrorrirlcs says in Commentary on the Mishna (Kafah's edition), introduction l7;
ll,,ht'rt l:4; lo'.L; Shabn'ot lt4: Keritot 3i7:3i9.ln the lbllowing passages, the term might
Itr rrxlerstrxxl as either the drawing of an inltrence or the inference that resultsi
lirlrnrlrirry on thc Mishna, introduction 35; Berahol 9:7; Seln LLs.Mi;ttot, (Kafah's
trllrl.rr) irrr(du(i(nr l. ('l'hc list is not intended to be exhaustive, and I have also left
ttkh lrrrrnrrtcr whcrc Maimonidcs uses the verb irlolurra).
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The former translates the term istittlil here vs 'asot ha-re'a)o' that is to

sav: the drawine up, or framing, of a proof, and the latter translates

,f,! pi.u." 'atd"at'istidlal 
^r, 

'ol dntk limmud' ue'laqal.tat lread:.leqifuat)

re'aya that is to say: by way of drawing inferences and adducing a

proof.' W. h"u. incidentally uncovered a reason for Maimonides' commit-

ment to the Proof for the existence of God from the motion of the

heavens: The motion of the heavens serve as evidence not only of the

existence of God, but also of the creation of the universe' The words

of the ancient prophes show that to be the case, for Isaiah explictly

savs that liftine'oni's eyes to the heavens will reveal who created' lhem'

^.id.;.re-ial 
I*plicitly speaks of God's being the rzaher of the heavens'

i. Guld, 1.5,-opens with the words: When Aristotle "started inves-

tigating and isridlil regarding abstruse matters' ' ' '" Istitlldl pztallels

iioxti[oting (bafith) and accordingly means .not 1 Pt9.9l."t inference

Uut th"e ara'wing up of a proof. Maimonides is saying: "When Aristode

started investig;ting and drawing up proofs regarding abstruse matters'

. . ." Ibn Tib6on translates; "la'asot rnofetint," to draw up, or frame,

demonstrations. Harizi and M. Schwarz's new Hebrew ransladon have:

bhabi re'ayot: to adduce Proofs. Pines translates: "to attemPt a proof'"

c. Latlr in the same chapter, Maimonides writes that before en-

tering into abstruse issues of metaphysics, a man should.study the

scienies, acquire knowledge of "true and certain Premises," know "the

rules of the syllogism and of istidldl," and understand how to avoid

"mental fallacies.; He is laying down prerequisites for philosophizing

on abstruse matters, not referring to sPecific arguments, and he is

saying that one of the prerequisites is knowing 
,the,- 

rules.- for fram-

ing slIogisms and for drawing uP cogent proofs' .Ibn Tibbon and

Hlrizi ,rrid..stood as much. The former translates: "'asot moJet"16 znd

the latter: ln'asot ha'mofet- Schwarz's translation similarly has haba'at

ha-re'ayot.
d.in Guitte 2.15, Maimonides offers a minute analysis of passages

in Aristotle's Pfr1s ics and De caelo in order to make the following point:

Aristotle himseif realized that no true "demonstration" (burhan) of
the eternity of the world is possible; his aim was only to show that

ti l. Efros, Phitasophic Tetms in the Morch Nel ira (Ne* York 1924) 70' misrcportr

Ibn Tibborr's translation of the term
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It will have become obvious by now that istidlnl is sometimes an

awkward word to translate. But the contexts in which we have seen

Maimonides use the term make plain that its meaning is not proof,
conclusion, or inference, but the framing or drawing up of a proof.

Ibn Tibbon almost always translates the term in that way. Munk and

Pines sometimes do, but more often do not, PerhaPs because of the

awkwardness in rendering the term in French and English.

lrt us return to the problematic passage in Guidc 2-24.If we take

Pines' translation of the second half of the passage but substitute

the precise translation: 'drawing up of a proof," for the imprecise:

"conclusions,' we get the following: 'Even the general drawing up of
a proof from them [i.e., the heavens, namely,] that they prove the

.*ist rr.. of their Mover, is a matter the knowledge of which cannot
be reached by human intellects." Now, a proof is some*ring that can

be described as known. The drawing up of a proof is something that
one may contemplate, attemPt, succeed in, or fail at' A Pcrson can

properly be said to know the rules for drawing up a proof. But the

drawing up of a proof is not the sort of thing that the human mind is
said to be able to know or not to know. The words tnl'istidldl al''dmt4
the general drawing up of a proof, are therefore not a proper subject
of a sentence having as its predicate the words "is a matter, to the
knowledge of which human minds cannot attain." Harizi's translation
of the sentence omitted the word "knowledge,' perhaps for the reason

given.
I can see only one plausible construction ofthe passage. The words

\Ml-*lidlnl al:amm . . . muhanikihi" are a parenthetical clause of thc
type that students of Arabic grammar call a circumstantial (iril) clausc.

And the implied subject of the sentence whose predicate is "a matter, to
the knowledge of which human minds cannot attain" is the previously
mentioned 'heavens." The passage should be translated: "The car8es of
drawing up proofs (csDriD al-istidlal) regarding the heavens are bcyond
our grasp. They [i.e., the heavens] are at a distance from us and
exalted in place and in rank-the general drawing up of a proof from
them consisting [solely] in this, that they show us [or: Prove to u!]
thcir mover. Indeed [the heavens are] a matter to the knowledgc of
which human minds cannot attain." The syntax is hardly smooth, but
Maimonides' style throughout the Guide is choppy.

A PRoBLEMATTC pAss AcE tN GUIDE FoR THE pERpLExED 2.2r l3

By the "causes of drawing up proofs," Maimonides means the
causes employed in drawing them up, that is to say, the scientific
proposttlons employed as premises when one constnrcts a proof and
parucularly when one frames a syllogism; the premises -.'th. .o*r,
from which the conclusion follows.riln the case of the t."*rr, 

^_cannot acquire such propositions, and the heavens are therefore amatter-to the knowledge of which human minds can never attain. The
thesis for which a proofcan be drawn up_in a general way anJ without
the benefit of such propositions_is thit ,r,. ,"".."ring 

-;oiion 
or O.heavens has an incorporeal mover. Maimonides has iold r.r. tt at th.

heavens also provide evidence of the creation of tfr. ,rnirerre, 
"na 

*.
even saw him describing the proof of creation from the movements ofthe heavens as one that "contains no doubt., There, he was allowing
himself a rhetorical flourish, due perhaps to t is ."ti.fa.tlorr-ai t arirrg
lbund. suppon for his position in the aniienr propt ea tfr.m.etves. Uisrrrnsidered view, so he informs us when he evdujtes hi. 

".gu;.n6 ro,crcation, is that the argument from the lack of order in tt.?or._.rrt
ol the heavens renders the creation thesis more pla*iUt. *r_ .rcrr,i,ylxrt does not establish creadon incontrovenibly:$

Universiry of California,
Ior Angeles

| 7or thlr mcaning of .c.rrlc.,. .cc Gdd, 2:!g. (hU. 2.16.



AN AVERROIST SOLUTION TO
A MAIMONIDEAN PERPLEXITY

by

SEYMOUR FELDMAN

Ever since its appearance, Maimonides' Guide of the Pnplexed }:.as
been more a source of perplexities than a solution of them. And
this is especially true concerning the question of creation. From t}Ie
Middle Ages to our own day commentators have been perplexed by
Maimonides' discussion of this problem, which he considered to be the
second most fundamental dogma of the Torah. Despite the fact that
Maimonides explicitly and vigorously defends the doctrine of creation
ex nihilo as the view of the Torah, scholars have claimed that he didn't
believe in the "vulgar opinion" but really believed in some form of the
doctrine of the eternity of the world or in the theory of creation out of
eternal matter.r Indeed, in the most comprehensive and detailed study
published to date on this issue, the author claims that Maimonides'
real position on creation vs etemity ofthe world was agnostic and that
"suspension ofjudgement" is the authentic Maimonidean conclusion.2
One would have expected otierwise from an author who devoted

rThe literature is voluminous and still growing. The fbllowing items are boti
recent and valuablei Davidson, H. "Maimonides' Secret Position on Creation," Srdi6
in Med,boal Jeuish Histary and Litcrature, ed. I. Twersky, vol. l. (Cambridge Mass.,
1979), 16-40. Dunphy, William, "Maimonides' Norscsecret Posirion on Creatio[," in
Mosa Maimonidzs and FIis Tin", ed. E. Ormsby. (Catholic Universiry Press, Washingron
D.C., 1989), 151-72. Fox, Marvin, Intafrcting Moimaaidzt (Univeniry ofChicago Press:
Chicago, l99l). I!ry, Alfred, "Maimonides on Crearion" (Hebrew),./arusalcm Studies in
.lruith Thaught,I (1990), I 15-38. Klein-Braslaly, Sarah, "The Creation of the World and
Maimonides' Inter?retadon of Gn6ir I-V." Pines. S. & Yovel, Y.(Eds), Ma;monidzs and
Phihsophy. (Dordrecht, 1986), 65-78, "Maimonides' lnrerprerarion of rhe Verb "bara,'
and the Question ofCreation ofthe World" (Hebrew), Da'a, l6 (1986), 39-55. laaman,
Olivcr, Moscs Maimonidai, (Routledge, 1990), chapter 4.

I Klein-Braslavy, S, Maimonidzs' Intawation oI lh, Story ol Creatian (Hebretrl
(lcrusalem, 1978).

l5
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rwentv seven chapters to this subject and who shted that without the

i"ii.dir, ...ution the Torah *n'ould f"ll.t Why is Maimonides' position

on this issue so problematic? Let us first consider the opening chapter

of his treatment of this subject, chapter I 3 of Part II o f the Guide' where

he oresents the three dominant doctrines on the question of creation'

indeed, it is the very formulation of the view of the Torah that has

led several scholars to raise the question of the sincerity of Maimonides'

defense of this view. For when wi look at the ways in which Maimonides

formulates this doctrine, we shall see that he does not use one uniform

formula as the expression of the notion of creation ex nihilo' His frrst

locution makes use of a technical concept originating in Aristotle's

ohvsics and developed furtlter in Plotinian metaphysics: the notion

Lf privation. To criate ex nihilo is to make something "after absolute

privation" (ba'ad al:adnm al'mahd al'mullaq; afi'ar ha'he'der.he'gamur)'

Although triaimonides does not Purport to Sive here a-definition of the

key verf, in question, bara', it is clear from boti this chapter, as well as

chapter 30 oi Part II and chaPter 10 of Part III, that he understands this

rarely used verb in terms oithe notion of privation Be]nS a technical

term "privation" needs of course to be defined or explained' Does it
connote sheer nothingness? Or does it signi$ something that although

not non€xistent entiiely, has a level of being that is virtually nil?r

Obviously, how one will define privation matters considerably'

But this is not the only formula Maimonides uses to state the view

of the Torah. A couple of sentences later in chaPter 13 of Part 2 he

introduces a differeni locution to exPress the idea of creation ex nihiln:

in creating the universe God did so not fom a thing (ln min shay; h mi'

dauar). Alihough this phrase is not transParent,5 it clearly.is designed to

bring out the inique iharacter of the Torah view of God's not needing

urrytf,i.tg at all irr creating the world, especially. not any Pre€xistent

-"tt.., L i. maintained by the second, or Platonic, docrine described

by Maimonides. Since the two formulae 'after absolute privation" and

'not from a tling" occur in the same pangraph as expressions for

r Mairionides, Th. GLin oJ tlu Pctpla,.c4 2,13 and 25'
. Klcin-Braslavy, Mairtoa hs' Iataqaabl2,t,
5 Wolfson, H. A. 'The Mcaning of I* Niiib in thc Church Fathcrs' Arabic 

'nd
Hcbrcw Philosophy and St ThomasJ Mrdit@ I Shldi.s in Ho'tot oIJ' D' M' Fo (Huvard'

U. Prci!: Cambridgc Mass., 198)' 355-70.
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the same doctrine, it is hard to avoid taking them to be equivalent.
Thus, absolute privation would mean non-being, which in turn signifies
the absence of any material cause, to use Aristotle's terminology, in
creation. And this u,ould seem to express quite precisely the traditional
religious belief that God's creation of the universe was a unique act,
one that only an omnipotent agent could perform. Otherwise, divine
creativity would differ only in degree from human creativity.

Before we leave Chapter 13 ofPart II I wanr ro call attention, albeit
briefly, to another problem in the way in which Maimonides formulates
the opinions he is going to examine. The third view mentioned is that
ofAristotle and his followers who hold that the universe is eternal. Now
to anyone familiar with Greek philosophy this is a truism. yet in his
development of this view Maimonides gives Aristotle,s thesis a specific
twist that is somewhat perplexing and at t}le same time crucial fbr our
purposes. He characterizes Aristode's position as the theory that God
has " brought into existeuc all that exists," although not after Laving not
cxisted. The verb Maimonides uses here is the very same verb thit he
used to characterize the Torah view.. aujada (himzi). ln other words,
in this passage the crucial difference between Aristotle and the Torah
is only that the universe endures for infinite time according to the
lirrmer, whereas for the latter it has finite duration, at leasi a parte
tnle . But for both Aristotle and Moses God is the efficient cause, or
lgent, of the universe: God "brings it forth." One has virtua.lly to do
violence to Aristotle's text to get this doctrine! Aristotle's Unmoved
Mover is at best only the ultimate ,?rid cause of the universe, not its
itgcnt, a point understood by Maimonides in Chapter I of part II but
nPparently forgotten in Chapter l3; or perhaps intentionally ignored.

At any rate, even according to Aristotle, as Maimonides undirstands
hirn, the universe is the result of God's eternally uilJirrg to bring it into
rxistence. Thus, for Aristotle too, God is an ageni who wlills the
urrivcrse to exist. I'm sure this would have been news for Aristotle
lra<l he read Maimonides' Guidc. On the other hand, in Chapters
lll-21 of Part 2 Maimonides stresses the nccessity of "the universe
lcording to Aristotle's doctrine," as opposed to its being the Droductol voluntary and purposeful creation. Is this one of 

-Maimonides,

lntcntional contradictions?
When we tum to the concluding chapter of Maimonides, discussion
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of creation, where he attemPts to offer a philosophically sanitized

reading of Genesis l-4, we encounter there as well several problems'

the mo"st important of which have to do with the very first word of the

whole Torah: be're'shit "ln the beginning." Reminiscent of Aristotle's

account of the word "arch6" in Metaphysics V:1, Maimonides begins

his interpretation of Cenesis I with the lexicographical comment that

the words 'al awwal" \ha-rishon) and "al-mabdn"' (ha hdtbalah) h^Ye

different meanings: wherex the former does have an essential temporal

connotation, whose Hebrew equivalent is tehilah" the latter is not

essentially temPoral in signification ,'tobe a mabda' (hatfialnh) is tobe in

,o-. serri. th. .ause of that of whi ch it is t},c mabtla" Now, Maimonides

insists, the first word of the Torah re'shit is to be understood non-

temporally, i.e, as mabda'. In other words, "re'shit" does not have a

chronological, but a causal connotation. For time, Maimonides reminds

us, was created with the creation of the world; it is not an eternal entity'

Bfi if re\hit is to be construed as mabda' (hathalah\, as some kind of
cause, what does the term " be-re'shit" mean?

Firstlet us look at the opening letter of the Torah: "bet'" Maimonides

explicitly tells us that this Hebrew preposition is equivalent to the

araUic '7" whose most common connotation in English is "in'" If so'

the opening phrase of the Bible should be translated as: "In a principle
God 

-brought 
forth the heavens and earth from absolute privation' or

from no thing whatever." But does this make any sense? What does

ir mean to siy "In a principle"?6 It certainly isn't good Englishl Ibn
Tibbon translates, or rather interprets, the Maimonides' Arabic )-
as "the'bet'of instrumentality." This latter phrase is a grammatical

concept, which is interpreted by one of the medieval commentators

Asher Crescas as connoting that in which a thing is located, or the

receptacle containing a thing. According to Crescas, the world was

creaied izr the fi'l,t instant of time, which is not a Part of time but the very

beginning of time. However, as we shall see, this is zot the only way

Malimonides' locution can be construed. The Arabic preposition "f " as

well as the Hebrew "Da" can also be rendered as "with," which is another
form of the instrumental use of this preposition. Not only is ajar an

6 Pines' translation 'ln the origin" is oPaque, even if "origin" and "princiPlc" arc

derived from the same Arabic root as Pines' notes. Munk's French translation -'Danl
le principle" - is also problematic.
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instrument in uhich wine is contained, but a hammer is an instrument
wilh which a chair is made. Thus retidt could have been something that
functioned as an instrument with which the world was crearcd. But
uhat 'Nas this instrument? Maimonides doesn't say. Another piece of
unfinished business. After seventeen chapters on creation we aie still in
doubt as to the precise meaning of the opening two words of the Story
of Creation, and hence as to what Maimonides-himself really believed.

. T!":. ambiguities or lacunae did not go unnoticed. As soon as
the Guidz became available to the Jews ii the West, its translator
and commentators were perplexed by the questions we have asked,
as well as by many others, and some venr;red the hlpothesis that
Maimonides' real position on rhis issue is not the o.r. *rli n. explicitly
rrvows. This was true for Samuel ibn Tibbon, his translator, as well as
the. commentators Joseph ibn Kaspi and Moses Narboni.? 

'Moreover,

;rnd most importantly, the generations after Maimonides pursued their
lrrlosophical srudies under the influence of the other griat Cordoban
philosopher Averroes, whose shture amongst Western"Jewish intellec-
trrlls was considerable .8In our particular coritext Ave..o!., p*i,ion **
csl)ecra y srgnrtlcant, fbr he advocated Aristotle's eternity theory. Many
lr.wish philosophers influenced by Averroes were fo...a !itt.. to ...i..t
Maimonides in favor of Averroes or to read Maimonides as secretly
tcirching the doctrine of Averroes. To illustrate this tendency f shall
r orrsider the case of one of the more radical Jewish Averroists, Isaac
Albalag, whose philosophical work Tiqqun ha-iebr has been aAmirably
crlitcd, translated and commented ,.rpl., by G"o.g., V"j;;.; 

*

I Sa,rn uel ibn I ibbon , yrqqdwn Ha.Mryrin (presburg l g37). See C. V aida, R?dcichesro kt t,ntbsopht. ?t I.a Kabbale dans la pensie yiue du Miyen Age. A. Ravisiy, -Aristorle,s
Matontosica and rhe Maimonide* i*.g."i" 

"f cr.^;;;,;'7**;;'iil)us ,n 1,.isnTlaq[l I ( 1990), pan lt, 225-50.

,^-).!."":,:.:.-!-:u*t al.Tahdft $T_). rrans. S. van den Bergh (Luzac: t ondon). 1g54.
ffr.rl,rr rDn 

^aspt. 
<.omn?nlan on Matmanid?s, Cuidz of tht ptptzx?d. ed. Werbluner,(lrnffltun I84ri; rpn. io Stuhxha eadnorui Mefurshzi h.ln".l"_'i.,ri* ti*ir6rl ), Sf ,ll0 l{)t.

' Iraac Albalag, Tiqqun Dc'ot (TD), ed. G. vajda. (Israeli Academy of Sciences and
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Although this short monograph is ostensibly devoted to a critique

of Al-Ghazla['s Intentions oI thz Phittso4hcts, which Albalag tmnslated

into Hebrew, it frequently iontains critical discussions of Maimonides'

Guidt, as well. Indeed, Albalag sees Maimonides as a member of
tle et-far.aUi - Avicenna tradition, even though he depars from it
on several issues; and when he does, Albalag notes, he follows a

similar route as Al-Ghazali, at least when interpreted Kileshuto' But

as a faithful follower of Averroes, Albalag will have no patience with

philosophical compromises. What we have then in t\e Tiqqun ha'De'ot

is a phiiosophical critique of both Al-GhaTili and Maimonides, which

in p"rt .ottlitt. a clarihcation of several of the issues in Maimonides'

chapters on creation.
the focal point ofAlbalag's analysis is the concept of divine agency'

Averroes hadhready urged that the distinction emPloyed by the FalSsifa

and Al-Ghazili between natural and voluntary agents was not valid in
the case of God. A natural agent can do only one of two contrary

conditions; a voluntary agent can do either of them al libitum'to Since

natural agents act tucessaril| in so far as they can do onll onc of two

contrary itates, God cannot be described as a natural agent, for to do

.o *o.lid be to put limits on God and to assimilate divine causation

to t}te causatio[ of bodies, such as the sun. Nor is God a voluntary

agent, even though we tend to think of God as acting freely' For in
tie ordinary sen; of voluntary action agents act voluntarily to satisry

certain needs, most ofwhich deriving from their inherent imperfection'

Indeed, volition is a passion (iilpa'alzt) caused by some external object

or st te. The willer is affected, or changed, by that which is willed'r'
Obviously this cannot be true in the case of God, who is essentially

impassive and immutable. Nevertheless, equally obviously God is an

agent of somc kindl Rrtt what hi.nl of agent?

Averroes doesn't give a formal definition of divine agency, but
does characterize it as involving knowledge and choice, albeit ofa vcry

different kind from human cognition and choice.r2 Basing himself upon
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Humanities: Jerusalem 1973). Vajda, Gcorg*. lsau Albalqt AtntottL jf itr l'dtctar 
'

coi.fi.ntoultt d'AlGh4rari (Vrin: Paris, 1960).
to Averrocs, IT Third Discusrion, 1148If, pp. 87 ff. Albalag' TQ chaptcr 24'
rr Albalag, TD, chaPtq 50. Vajda, I I I .

'r Avcrrocr, 7T !151, P 90.

Averroes, and anticipating Leibniz, A.lbalag disringuishes divine choice
from human choice in the followingway: Cod, aluiys chooses the best.r!
Uke kibniz's God, Albalag's divirre agent can choose to do something
that is not the best; but in fact God, neuer so chooses. Unlike humai
agents, whose voluntary actions are variable, God's actions are constant.
In this sense they are like natura.l agents; yet, God is not necessitated to
act in the way that He does. For with respect to anything that He does
God could have done otherwise, at leas,in the abstractl logical, sense
that His doing this latter act would not violate the law of con"tradiction.
That God always chooses, or wills, the best is guaranteed by the fact
that.God is esscntialS a rational agent, one wh6 always acts iccording
to wisdom, or reason.

But if the agent is eternal its activity should also be eternal. For if it
were occasional, then the acdvity would introduce a notrumo or chmge,
into rhe ag€nt. Epicurus' old question, reported by Cicero and repeaf,d
by Augustine, resurfaces with a vengance: why did the agent create now
and not earlier? Or, if time i6elf is created, why does in eternal agent
suddenly decide to create a world at all? Since it was agreed by riost
medieval thinkers that God is immutable, the creatioi de nouo of a
finitely enduring universe was problematic. proclus used this argumenr
against those who read Plato's Tima.aus as implying temporal creation;
perhaps he was also arguing against the ChriitianJ He ioncluded rhat

": .,.T1 agent is always active: an eternal cause implies an eternal
cffect.rr Averroes and Albalag agree. But at the same tme they insist
tupon the world's creatureliness. We tend to associate etemii with
rlivinity; rhis is especially the case for those who rhink biblicalli. And
this leads us to deny that something other than God can be eternal; foril there were some other eternal entity it would be equal to God, and
hence, an object of worship.r5 But this is a mista.ken way of thinking.

. ..rt 
Albalag, T4 chapters 25, 5l and 53. l,eiboiz, Discous. on M.taphrrics chapte.r.l-{i.

. 
rr Ci:eT, ()n th. Nature of th. Codr, 1,9,21. Augusrine, Thz Ciq oI Cod, Book ll,

:*il,_.: 
n P:*lyt^o, ttu lknlry oI th, Uni&Ea proiositions 1,3 ani r6, re'fioaucea ry

l]l11lp:l]. 
in hh On.th. Etnnit! oI th? Univ.rs.: Against hoctus ad torun. Maimonides,t'utd. oJ rh. Pelpk a4 Part 2, chapter 14. For an exce ent modem discussion of thistrruc rcc Richard Sonbji, Tiw, Cftatio\ anl th, Cottirfuum (lrhica: Cornell Universityhcrr, 1983), chaprers l5- 16.

lr Saadia Gaon, Tht Booh of Bclicls aad Opinioa 1.2.
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Just because something is eternal in the sense of enduring throughout
infinite time, doesn't mean that it is divine. After all, the longer a
thing lasts doesn't necessarily imply that it is better. Proclus correctly
advised that we call the universe a "perpetual" (aidios), not "eternal"
(aion), which term is reserved for the entities that transcend time.r6
As a product, Albalag maintains, the world is an entity that is both
possible and posterior in so far as it is caused , or produced.rT Since
causation can have a non-temporal connot tion, as well as a temporal
sense, we are not bound to say if the universe is produced, or created,
that it has an absolute beginning, i.e. that it exiss finitely a parte anlz.
The essential distinction between God and the universe is preserved so
long as it is recognized that the former is the producer and the latter
the product, even if both are in some sense eternal.

Indeed, the idea of the eternity, or better, the perpetuity, of the
universe is less frightening and dangerous once we realize that the
universe is contingent in the sense of always exhibiting non-being.
Because it is essentially contingent in this sense, the world always needs
to be sustained by its producer; indeed, its production is such as to
require continuous sustenance. Actually, the eternity, or perpetuity, of
the world hides the fact that it is in constant need of rcruwal ll-riddush;
llud.ulh), ln this respect it is worse off than a house, whose builder can
walk away after its completion and never see it again. The close relation
between God and the world is then asymmetrical: whereas the world
essentially and necessarily needs God, the converse is not true. This is
why, Albalag remarks, the Rabbis were correct to say that God literally
"renews His creation continuously every day." According to Albalag
the Rabbis realized that God's creativity is unceasing and unbounded,
i.e. it has no beginning nor an end. In this sense it is eternal, or better,
perpetual.rB

Albalag is perfectly aware that the argument he has been advancing
so far is non-orthodox, or at leirst non<onventional. In fact, he is
quite conscious of its being contrary to the view of "the lr.rlgar," who
believe that the Torah teaches t}re absolute beginning of the world
at the first instant of time. Yet, despite the venerability of this belief,

t6 ProcllJr,, C,onmddary oa Ploto\ Tia,c[t 28b
17 Albdag, T4 chapterr 4 and 22.
r' Albalag, T4 chaprcr 90.

he rejects it; indeed, he labels it "defective" (garu,a).re Convinced of
the-philosophical demonstrabiliry of the theorl of .t.rrr"l production
(fiiddush nial.ri trid.dush ttmidi) Aibalag is perpiexed ,ntrv triuimoniae,
"spoke in many tongues,, on rhis rop[, ..p..iulty since ie couta have
taught eternal production and stil adheri to the idea of lreation asa fundamental belief of the T9l+. At this point th. doo. U.gin. toopen and the doctrine of the .double truth,, begins to enter. Since
this issue has been ably discussed by Vqida and Ch"arles Touati,ru thereis no need for me to deal with it hJre. Instead, I shali'no* tumto Albalag's attempt to discover the doctrine of eternal creation in
I.^]::lll.rl.,For a]tlo.ugh.he firmly believes that this theory rras

:een plov:d philosophically, he also thinks rhar it can be found in
Dacred scnpture, with just a little hermeneutica.l imagination. He nowproceeds to provide a philosophical commentary on"Crru,ir l akin tothe one given by Maimonides in chapter 30 oi part 2 of the Guidz;indeed, Albalag's commentary is also in chapter 30 of tris worl. es inour drscusston ot Maimonides' commentary, we shall focus upon thefirst two words of Centsis l.
. Jj: u. recall at this point the ,,openness,,, or indeed the obscurity,in Maimonide_s' own interpretati on of be_re shit. lf tnis t..m i. to U.translated.as "ln a cause, principle or origin," rf,. qr".tion .iiii.._rir,r,
who or what is this cause? Albalag atte"mps ao ur,.*.. ,ii, qu..aiun.First, he ex-plicitly translates Maiironides, a,nbic term'n'a,Ua, intoHebrew as illah -cause." Ibn Tibbon's /ratirfri i, 

" 
Uii ,r"Lis"ous sinceit can 

.connote pinciplc as well as rarese; indeed, ii c." ."r"" ,igrify
bepi.r.rning which meaning Maimonides .t"u.ty ,ra.rt" .luoiJ u..".rr.or rts possrble temporal connotation. Albalag first defines the termma.Ma' as cause in a general way: it is that *fii.f, i, n.a...ury to. ,f,.exrsrence ot some other thing; in this sense the cause can be said toprecede rts efiect, but onlv in this sense. For A.lbalag, and otherswho hold the theory of eternal creation, causal priority d-oes not implytemporal priority. Indeed, even for Maimonides .uu.l p.ioi,y i, .,ot
lYT,::Ip:..t priority. The cause does ina..a ;p....'a.; ii, 

"n".,,Dur only rn the sense of natural priority, which according (o Aristotle

'" Albalag, fA chaprer 30.
tu Vajda, 251-266. C. Touad, ..Verir6 philosophique et v6rit6 proph6tique chez IsaacAlbalag," RL1l I2I (1962), gb-42.
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implies the ontological indzpendznce of the causc and thc ontological
dtperulznce of the effect relative to each other.rrfhus, the principle or
cause denoted by the term re'shit is rrol to be construed as implying a

temporal priority.
Now it would be normal or a commonplace to say that God, as the

creator of the world, "naturally or causally precedes" the world. For,
regardless whether the universe is eternal or has a definite temporal
beginning, it is produced by God. This much everyone in the medieval
debate accepts. But of course this would be a trivial or unexciting
interpretation of be-re'shit. Presumably this latter term means more
than that God is the cause of the universe and hence naturally precedes
it. For Albalag and others the frrst word of the Torah has to have
more impact than just this simple point. To get at the more weighty
implication or message of this opening word, let us again look at the very
first letter of this first word, a letter that Maimonides' own explanation
did not fully explicate. Ibn Tibbon, you recall, added the explanatory
phrase "it is the Del ha-keli," w}:ich Asher Crescas interpreted as con-
noting the preposition "in" or "within." Albalag, however, rejects this
interpretation and acceps the alternative explanation given earlier. He
understands the ,rr, or the Arabic "fi," as equivalent to the preposition
"with." The instrument, then, is thrt with raftici something is made, not
the receptacle in which something is located, as Asher Crescas claimed.
Accordingly, for Albalag, be-re'shit means "with a cause, or principle,
God created the heavens and the earth." But we still have to speciry
this cause, or principle.

Albalag immediately answers this question. The instrument with
which God created the universe is wisdom." Wisdom can be considered
to be a cause, since it is the principle upon which the world depends,

),et it is not dependent upon the world. In this sense it "precedes" the
universe, fbr without it the world would be chaos, or nothing. Albalag
is quick to cite precedents for this interpretation inJewish literature.
Quoting hoverbs 3:19 and 8:22, as well as the Targurn Yerushalmi on
Cenxis l:1, AJbalag confidently advances his interpretation of be-re'shit
as God's wisdom that serves as the exemplar according to which the
physical universe has been made. In this context Albalag uses an

1r Aristotfe, MrrapiI,.r V:l l, l0lga 3-4; Categories, 12,74a25ff.
n Albalag, ?D, chapter 30, pp 3l-32.
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cxprcssion that was to be of capital importance in Gersonides. He
rays that the order exhibited in nature is derived from "the order in
the wisdom of God and that this order precedes the order found in
nlture." Although Albalag's term isjust simply seda4 it is reminiscent of
( icrsonides' phrase ha-sidlur ha-muskal the "intelligible order" on the
basis of which God created the universe.23 Had Albalag been familiar
with Hellenistic-Jewish literature, he could have found this idea in The
Wisdom of Solomon, and Philo.r{ The same idea seems to have been
lrchind the Rabbinic view that the Torah is the wisdom that Solomon
rr.lerred to in Proaerbs.2s Accordingly, the Bible, the Rabbis and the
philosophers are in agreement that in creating the universe God used
wisdom as His instrument.

But a problem immediately surfaces. The term "instrument" and
llrc analogy made with the Torah as God's instrument suggests that
wisdom is a lzyposlasi.s, an independendy existing entity, a sort of Platonic
lraladigm akin to the Forms in the Timaeus, Philo's Logos and Plotinus'
Nous. It has been claimed by A. Ravitsky that Albalag belongs to a group
ol post-MaimonideanJewish philosophers, such as Shmuel ibn Tibbon,
.la<rb Anatoli, and others, who make wisdom into an intermediary
bctween God and nature.26 If this interpretation is accepted, it would
lrc further evidence for the persistence of Platonism in an Aristotelian
plrilosophical environment; indeed, according to Ravitsky, this platonic
theme is a dissonant chord that is incompatible with not only Aristotle
irrrd Averroes but Maimonides as well.27 Ravitsky himself mentions
Albalag only in a note; so the specific case for Albalag's hypostatization
ol wisdom has yet to be made. Although Atbalag's language certainly
irllows, indeed even invites, such an interpretation, it may not be
the only way to understand him. I shall now suggest an alternative
ilrter?retation that denies hypostatization altogether.

rt Gersonides, Thz Wats oJ the Lord, rrans. S. Feldman, oewish publication Society:
l'hiladelphia, 1984), vol. 1, p. 205 n. 50. C. Touati, Les Cuhret du Seigvu,i (MoutoDl
l'aris 1968), 84.

,t The Wisdom of Sobmon, chapters 6-9. philo, Oa thc Creation ol th, Wort4 16-20,
21r-35.

?r B.T Sanhedrin. 97a.
lri Ravilsky, Aviezer "The Hnosratization of the Supernal Wisdom', (Hebrew), 1r4ri4

It ( l9tl2), 36, note 146.
t7 Raviaky, "The Hypostatizarion," 14,20,31.
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A r irbic-spcaking l'cripatetic from Cordoba. Accordingly, it would not
lrt. arlritriuT to find an interpretation of Albalag that minirnizzs the
lrylx)stal ization of wisdom. Let me turn to a passage in chapter 30 of
tlt<, 'liqqun ha.De'ot to support this "Saadian" reading of Albalag.

'l'he context is the question of divine speech and command, es-

pu ially as it pertains to the relationship between God, the other
scprrate intellects and the heavenly bodies. Albalag rejects Saadia's
lulc that every occurrence of "And God said" means "And God willed,"
lirr this would imply that God is a voluntary agent in the sense of
willing something that He lacks. As we have seen, we must avoid this
irrrplication. How then are we to understand divine speech? Clearly it
( irn't be anything like human speech, which involves an entire corporeal
rrgrparatus! But if it isn't volition either, then what is it? Albalag claims
t lrat divine discourse is a form of "inner speech" (dibbur penimi), which
lrc immediately characterizes in intellectual terms: this inner divine
rpcech is identical with God's own intellection.2e God's intellection is
rlrt: source of the whole universe, in particular the order inherent in
rrature, which order is perfect as is its source. This passage suggests that
tlrc wisdom, or perfection, present in the universe is not so much the

l)rr)duct or an instrument used by God - a Philonic Logos or Plotinian
Nous - as it is the result of God's own activity of intellection, which is
productive as it is contemplative. As Averroes says, "God's essence is
:u tive knowledge."30 Wisdom then need not be interpreted as a distinct
hypostasis between God and the world serving God as a model. A truly
(xDnipotent creator doesn't need a model; such a creator makes "from
lrimself." On this reading Albalag is then not committed to a h)?ostaric
rrrrderstanding of "Be-re'shit bara' ." To be sure, God created the heavens
;rrrd earth with wisdom. But this need not mean anything more than
thc presence oforder and law in nature.

Before we leave our subject I want to call attention to an apparent
lacuna in Albalag's interpretation of Genesis 1. Like Maimonides he
provides sequential explanations of the various stages and elements in
ma'aseh be-re'shit, except for one key word - bara'. As far as I can see,

Rushd, Levi ben Gershom and Moses ben Joshua of Narbonne," IslamX Thought and
(irirrrc, ed. I. Faruqi, (lnternational Institute of Islamic Thought, 1982), 107-21.

a Albalag, fD, chapter 30, p 47. Vajda, 159.
s Averroes, 7I l3th Discussion, {a62, p. 280, {468, p 285.

This alternative reading is based upon Saadia Gaon's interpretation
of Job 28 and of Proverbs 8, where wisdom is personified in such a
way as to suggest its hyPostatization. In Book I, chaPter 3 of Emunot

ve-De'ot Saadia discusses a cosmological theory according to which God

made the universe out of incorPoreal, or spiritual (rul.taniyyim) things
Modern commentators have understood this theory as some sort of
Platonic doctrine. After raising several philosophical objections to the

theory, Saadia turns to certain Jewish advocates of the doctrine who

find this idea alluded to in Prouerbs 8:22 and Job 28. At the end of his

refutation of this interpretation he offers his own reading of the Job
passage. He makes it quite clear that God did zot use wisdom as an
instrument in creation; rather, the wisdom with which God created the
universe is revealed in the creation iseli in the perfection and order
inherent in the universe. Wisdom is thenitself created'. When he turns to
Prourbs 8 in Book II, chapter 6, where he confronts the Christians who
try to read Christological ideas into the wisdom theme, Saadia explicidy
denies that wisdom is an eternal instrument with which God created
the universe. The meaning of this passage is quite ordinary, devoid
of any deep metaphysical implications: God created the world raisell.

Biblical Hebrew is generally poor in adverbs. To compensate for this
lack it uses prepositional phrases. But the noun in these phrases should
not be construed as referring to a distinct entity having independent
ontological status. The phrase "with wisdom" merely means "wisely,"
just as "with haste" means 'fast." Nothing metaphysical here; just
ordinary Hebrew.

Admittedly I am using Saadia to soften or eliminate entirely the
hypostatic interpretation of Albalag. I do so not only to satisfy a
nominalistic prejudice but to keep Albalag more in line with his over-
all Averroist sympathies. Averroes himself rejected the Al-Farnbi -
Avicenna emanation scheme with its plethora of separate intellects
and celestial souls. True, he did find a place for the Agent Intellect;
but according to some recent interpretations Averroes was in his later
writings most reluctant to allot much activity to the Agent Intellect.?8
Moreover, the Agent Intellect for Averroes doesn't aPPear to have the
role of an exempla4 or paradigm. That would be too Platonic for this
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Albalag says nothing explicit about this verb, which had become since

Saadia a matter of some controversy. Whereas according to Saadia

this term means crea:tior. ex nihilq Abraham ibn Ezra rejected this
theological reading in favor of what he regarded zs the peshal: bara'

connotes the activity of making something by cutting and shaping a

piece of material into a definite form.3r As we have seen Maimonides'
interpretation of Dara' inclines toward Saadia's but emphasizes the
terminology of privation instead of nothing. On this term and its
meaning Albalag seems to be silent, which is puzzling since he was

certainly familiar with Ibn Ezra's and Maimonides' explanations of
this verb. Moreover, he was most probably familiar with Avicenna's
explanation of crertion ex nihilo, which made this doctrine compatible
with the Aristotelian - Neo-platonist belief in the eternity of the
universe. On this latter interpretation creation ex nihilo merely means
creation from no antecedent, independent, matter.s2 But given his
persistent anti-Avicennian approach, it is unlikely that A.lbalag would
have availed himself of Avicenna's explication. Although Albalag does
not explicidy define lhe term bara', he does nevertheless say something
relevant to this problem in the context of his explanation of Genesis

1:4-5, where he is concerned with the terms "light," "darkness," "day"
and "night."

The term "o2," or "light," signifies reality (neziut, yesh), whereas
hoshekh, " darkness," connotes privation, or nothingness (a/asat). Unlike
Maimonides, Albalag does nol qualify the term he'dn with the adjectives
mul.tla! or gamur. I suspect that this reflects Averroes' thesis that divine
creation can be considered to be ex nihilo only in the "weak" sense
of bringing something into actuality from a state of potentiality, in
contrast to the "strong" sense of ex nihil.o creztion whereby the agent
brings something into existence from sheer nothingness, or absolute
privation.ss Whereas in the latter there is absolutely nothing in, from,
or according to which, the productive act proceeds, such t}rat anything

3r Saadia Gaon, Thz Booh of Bclbls and Opinions I,2. Abraham ibn Ezra, Comntrn!4ry
on Ge4esiJ, 1i1..

f Avicenna, AlJi@ ("The Healing"), Metaphysicsr Sixth Treatise, chaptcr 2, trant.
A. Hyman, in Philosophl it ttu Middle .486, cds. A. Hyman and J. Wahh. (Haclctt
Publishing Inc.: Indianapolis, 1983), 251-54.

1r Avcrrocr, IT Third Dilcuilion, Ilslfi, pp 89ff, Barry Kogur, Autmet atd tlu
M.taphrsi$ ol Catltatiofl, (SUI.IY Prc!!: Albany, 1985), 215-21.

could come from anything, in the former the production ofa specific
form proceeds from matter and the privation of the specific form.
Here we have "relative privation": the child comes into being ftom
the seed, i.e. the form, and the blood, i.e. the matter, of a specific
set of male and female organism. Averroes rejected the notion of
creation out of absolute non-being, which he took to be the Ash,ari)Ta
Kalam position; but he admitted the idea of creation our of relaiive
non-being, or privation, which he took to be another way of reading
Aristotle's theory ofsubstantial change, or generation. In so far as God
is the ultimate cause of all motion and change , God can be said to be
continually producing the actualization of form out of the privation of
Ibrm. This is relative, or weak, creation ex nihilo.

And this, I suggest, is the view of Albalag, as evidenced in the
r:xample that he himself gives. Atbalag cites in this connecdon the
I)otential, or material, intellect. In some sense of the term "nothing"
the act of cognition is the actualization of a state that was at one
lime. not existent, but potentially existent. The lack of knowledge is
rr privation relative to the acquisition of knowledge. The latter state
( ()mes about, however, not from a condition of absolute nothingness;
lor if there were no potentiality for cognition in us, we would never
rrctually know. If we could know how to read, for example, without
Iraving the appropriate brain<ells and nerves, t}rat would be ,,absolute
r rcation" or creation ex nihilo in the srong sense, which, according to
Avcrroes, is absurd.e And so it is for Albalag.

'fhe universe can be said to be created ex nihilo (bara') only in
tlr( sense that as caused, or produced, it exhibits the "recessive gene"
ol rron-being, or privation, as all effects, or products do, even those
tlr;rt are eternally produced. For, although thJworld is eternal, it is nor
nec<:ssary; God, alonz is a necessary existent.35 As possible, or condngent,
llrc universe has no inherent being; as always exhibiting motion and
r lrrrrge it is more. accurately described, as plato had iuggested, as
'ulways becoming";56 hence it needs to be continually stiJained by
( io<1. (irntinuous sustenance is then identical with continuous creation
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x Avcrrocr, n Second Discussion, t13l, p. 77, 1Jbalai, TD, chaprer 30, p. 4ls AlbrlaS, T4 chaptcr 4.
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- hidl.ush lemidi.sl ln this sense God is always actualizing thc world, i.c.
bringing it out of non-being, or privation, into actuality. Or, simply,
keeping it moving. And this is what creation means.58 The verb Dara'

then doesn't quite have the strong metaphysical implications that both
Saadia and Maimonides claimed for it; nor is it metaphysically empty
as Ibn Ezra maintained. Forging a middle path Albalag attributes to it
some philosophical content, just enough to find a basis for creation rr
nihilo in some sense, but not too much such that the Kalem docrine
of absolute creation (bid.d.ush rzu at) would be implied.

Conclusion

Albalag's attempt to legitimatize the doctrine of eternal creation is
important because this doctrine presented a strong challenge to many
of his successors. Some of them rejected the theory outright; others
adopted a version of it tailoring it to suit *reir particular purposes.
Throughout this debate the twin presence of both Maimonides and
Averroes was felt. The ambiguity of the former and the orthodox
Aristotelianism of the latter did not make it easy for late medieval

Jewish thinkers. Maimonides' own perplexities left the door open to
alternative interpretations of the Guidt as well as of the Torah. The
almost authoritative status of Averroes amongst Jewish philosophers
in the late Middle Ages forced several of them to interpret the Torah
in a way more compatible with Aristotelian philosophy than had been
permitted by Maimonides' hermeneutics, at least in its exotffic form.
Albalag was one of the earlier, more radical and outspoken ofa long line
ofJewish Averroists who attempted to reconcile the Stagirite and the
two Cordoban Masters with Moses. It was only in the late Renaissance
that this bold and perhaps quixotic enterprise came to an end. But until
thenJewish Averroism was a significant force inJewish philosophy.

Rutgers University

st Albalag, ?D, chapter 30, p. 30.
$ Albag, ?4 chapter 39, p.62. Averroes, ry Second Discussion, 1131ff, pp.7lff

SUPPLEMENTARY LIST OF MANUSCRIPTS

AND FRAGMENTS OF DALAI-AT AL.HA'IRIN

lr)

Y. TZVI L{NGERMANN

All of the manuscripts and most of the fragments listed below are

rcadily identifiable, and they are correcdy registered in the handlists of
the various collections; the identifrcations of the remaining fragments
were ascertained either by David Sklare or by myself. The paleographic
ir)formation is the work of a number of staff members of the National
l,ibrary in Jerusalem, including Edna Engel, Tamar Leiter, Benjamin
Richler, David Sklare, and myself; in most cases the dating remains
somewhat tentative.

What importance ought to be attached to these additional copies?

!'irst of all, we must note the large number of early Oriental copies.
some of which are likely to have been produced in Eglpt.r The most
recent work ot the Daldln. has relied heavily on Yemenite witnesses.
Rabbi Yosef Qafilr gave clear preference to Yemenite copies in his
edition.2 The only additional material utilized by Michael Schwarz,
in his new Hebrew translation, is the publication of Htiseyin Atay.3

However, that printing is based on the Carullah codex, which also
happens to be a Yemeni copy.r Future work on the Guidz ought to
take note of the early non-Yemenite copies, some imPortant exemplars

runder the rubric Oriental I include manuscripts that were coPied an)'where
between Eglpt and Iraq: the only other classification used in this supplementary list is

2 Rabbci.nu Mwhz ben Mairion, Moreh ha-Ne7rukhin\ Daldlat al'tld'iin. Maqor ve-Targurt
3 vols. (Jerusalem: Mossad ha-Rav Kook, 1972). See the discussion of manuscript5
in volume I, pp. 14-16. Rabbi Qefih collated the Munk-Joel edition against lhree
manuscripts, all of them Yemenite, (One of them was copied by the rabbi himself when
he was twelve years old.)

I Moreh Nanhhim li-Rabbeinu Moshe ben Maizoa, part one (Tel Aviv: Tel Aviv Univer"
sity, 1996), p. l3 (tr-anslator's preface).

r for a detailed account of this codex, see F. Rosenthal, 'From Arabic Books and
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of which are listed here. However, we also include here an additional
Yemeni copy, which happens to be the earliest dated complete copy of
the Daldla (no. 3 in the list of manuscrips below).

This supplementary list also includes a number of annotated copies.
Glosses to the Gzida, both in the original and in the Hebrew translations,
comprise a very rich and untapped source of information concerning
bow the Guidt was studied and interpreted within the various Jewish
communities and their cultual settings. I should like to call attention
in particular to the extensive (but unfortunately partially damaged)
marginal notes in St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski
Arabski II 569 (no. 20 in our listing).

Finally, let me add in tlis connection that we learn from glosses to
a few copies oflbn Tibbon's version that some medieval readers of the
Guitt did compare his translation against the Judaeo-Arabic original
in a number of places. Marginal annotations to this effect are found
in ms. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary MS 2397 [f 28650],
and Ms. Sassoon 341.5 The notes relate to about five passages in the
Gzide. Although each note is certainly pertinent, one wonders why the
anonymous students who had access to the Arabic original chose these
particular instances for close inspection.

We display three lists. List I comprises complete or nearly complete
copies of tlre Guidz, and list II displays fragments. The film number at
the Institute of Microfilmed Hebrew Manuscripts is exhibited between
square brackets; and, for the fragments, the part and chapter numbers
are given between round brackets. Boti lists are ordered alphabetically
and in the sequence of the call numbers, however arbitrary this may
be. The marginal notes comparing Ibn Tibbon's translation with the
original are summarized in list III. The colophon to fragment 13,
which was checked against Maimonides' autograph, is displayed in an
appendix.

Manuscripls V: A One Volume Library of Arabic Philosophical and Scientific tcxts in
lst^nt)]ll,' Jounal of thc Arnatan Oricntal Socicq 75(d955), l4-2!.

5 This manuscript was sold by the Sassoon family, and its presenr owner is unknown,
See B. Richler, Gaidz ta Hcbtcu Manuscaipt Collzctiorlt Ien s lern l Israel Acadcmy of
Sciences and Humanities, 1994), p. 245.
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L Manuscripts
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1. Moscow, Ginzburg 880 [F 43963]. 206ff.. Oriental, l4th century.
Some pages are missing, and many others are damaged.

2. Moscow, Ginzburg f023 [f 48111]. 260 ff. yemenite, lSth or 16th
century. Many damaged pages towards the end of the manuscripl
Annotated.

3. London, British Library, India Office 3679. l9Z ff. yemenite l79l
Seleucid Era [=1380 C.E.] [F 49322]. Copied by Shalom ben Ezra
'Anasi. Described at lengrh by y. Tzvi Langermann, "The India
Office Manuscript of Maimonides' Guidz: the earliest complete
copy in the Judaeo-Arabic original," British Library Joumal, 2l.l
(1995), 66-70.

4. Tel Aviv, Bill Gross 142 IF 46220].280 ff. yemenire, lgth or lgth
century. Some decorations.

l. Iludapest, Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Kaufmann Genizah
360a-d. 2ff. (1.1I-12, 9-10). Oriental, t4rh century.

'l..ferusalem, Ben-Zvi Insrirute 227 lF Z6b7Ol, f. 46a. A fragment of
lhc introduction to the Gu|dt, said to have been copiei from a
rnanuscript prepared at Na Ammon [Alexandria] in thl year 1206.
llound together with other miscellanea in a very late (l9tii century)
r opy of Abraham [lhalfon's Leqeg Arnaham.

!1,.fcrusalem, Hubara 6 lF 40442). I fol. (f.26_27), bound at the end
ol a copy of Maimonides' Commzntary to thz Mishnah.

4, .fcrusalem, Mossad ha-Rav Kook 268 tF Z2b4?).Inserted between
tlrc pag€s of this copy of M aimonides, Mishruh Torah is a torl page
lrclonging to the introduction to part two of the Guidt.

D Moscow, Ginzburg 1621 [F 47685]. 23 ff. (1.51_66). Oriental, lgth
( cntury.

rl Ncw York,Jewish Theological Seminary MS. 9170 [F 49609]. 8 ff.
(2:l tt-21). Yemenite, lSth or l6th century. Misbound.
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7. Oxford, Bodley Pococke 68 [=Neubauer 407)' f.la,. Oriental, 5248

A.M. [=1488 C.E.]. The el:d of the Guidc.

8. Ramat Gan, Bar Ilan 7I7 [F 36971]. 7 ff. (3.17-21). Yemenite, l4th
or l5th century. Misbound.

9. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 1358

lF 547201. I folio (1.73). Oriental, l3th century.

10. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 1676

lF 56277).8 ff. (3.13-17). Oriental, l4th century.

11. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 2912

lF 563761. 10 ff. (3.33-37, 32-33). Oriental, l4th century.

12. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, YevreisklArabski I 3044

[F 56402]. 2 ff . (1.74-75) Oriental, 13th or 14th century.

13. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 3123

[F 57264]. 3 ff. (end of part one). Yemenite, l5th century. Copied
by Yosefben Sa'adya ha-Teimani, and checked against Maimonides'
autograph by Yosef ben Ya'aqov ha-Ma'aravi. The same team col-
loborated in the cxecution of Ms. Odord, Bodley Huntington 165.

Two colophons in Hebrew characters, which are copied in the
Appendix to this article. A third colophon, in Arabic characters, is
identical to the Judaeo-Arabic colophon.

14. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 3133

[F 56528]. 4ff. (1.47-51';2.17-18). Oriental, 13th or l4th century.
15. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I3135 [F

565301. I folio (I.73-74). Oriental, 13th century. Damaged. From
same copy as St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-
Arabski I 3134.

16. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 3134

[F 56529]. 2ft. (1.74). Oriental, l3th century. From same copy as

St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 3135.

17. St. Petersburg, Russian Nationai Library, Yevreiski-Arabski I 4807

[F 57431]. 8ff. (2.introduction-1). Oriental, I3th or l4th century.
18. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski II 186

[F 58892]. 6 ff. (1.24-31, 34). Oriental, 13th century. Uppermost
lines are damaged.

19. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski ll 425

[F 59067]. 5 ff. (introduction). Oriental, l3th or l4th century.'Ihc
bottom third of the pages is cut off.
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20. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II 56g,
[' 58826]. Heavily annotared.

21. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II g35

lF 592321, fr. 57a-64b (2.t2-13). See item 28.
22. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski.Arabski II 90b,

ff. 3a-b [F 59886]. I fol. (3.44-45), See item 28.
23. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II l0g4

[F 59808]. I tf. (2.24-27). Oriental, l3rh cenrury. Torn pages.
24. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yeweiski-Arabski II 1140

IF 59424).2 ff. (1.59-60). Orienral, t4th cenrury. probably part
9j samg manuscripts as St. petersburg, Russian National Library,
Yevreiski-Arabski II 569.

25. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II ll99
lF 607881. 22 tf. (1.34-4r,2t_22, 44_51, 53, 56_57,54_56, 46).
Oriental, 

_13th century. Most pages are damaged in their upper
portions; badly misbound.

?6. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yeweiski-Arabski II 1200
lF 6078?1. 113 ff. (part one). Oriental (Egypt?), l3th century. Hor_
ribly misbound, and many pages are damaged. Extensive annota-
tions to some of the chapters, particularly concerning amphibolous
terms,

'17. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II 1204
[' 60787]. I6ff. (part three). Oriental, l3th century.

:ltt. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II 1220
lF 60775). 5 ff. (part three). This item, and two of rhe preceding
as well (nos. 21 and 22), are all part of one and the sime copy,
which almost certainly is the work of Sa,adya ben David al-,Ad:ln-i,
rr YemeniJew who emigrated to Syria. He copied numerous works,
rrn<l authored some others; but he also passed off some writings of
rrl-()hazali and al-Biruni as his own. See y. Tzvi Langermann, The
.leut of Yemen and, the Exact Sciemces (]erusalem, tgaT), pp. 20_21
I I lcbrewl.

2!1, St. I'ctercburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski Arabski II l24l
l, 59447). 18 fI. (3.34-4I). Oriental, tbth century. Anothcr page
lrorn rh"_ same manuscript is found in St. petersburg, Ruisiin
Nat irrnal Library, Yevreiski-Arabsk i lI l24Z.

'lll Sr. lt.tcrsburg, Russian National Library, yevreiski-Arabski II 1242
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III. Glosses

l. To 1.28 (ed. Munk 4l:7). The note records that the Arabic word
rendered by Ibn Tibbon Di-riu'o should, in fact, be tran slated bi:a$mo.

Munk's edition indeed displays dhatihi (ITS Mic 2397).
2. To 1.59 (ed. Munk 96:15). The note records that the Ibn Tibbon

used a Hebrew cognate, mad,res, "because this pleased him," even
though the correct translation is mid,rash. In fact, the ranslation of
the Arabic molrasa remains a conundrum of sorts. Shlomo Pines
(p. 141) concurred with the view ofthe glossator, and rendered the
passage as follows: "For they do not understand...and accordingly
took God...for an object of study of their tongues." Rabbi Kafi!
also translated along the lines suggested by the glossator, but in
his note ad locum (no.48) he rejects neither the translation of Ibn
Tibbon nor the closely related one of al-flanzi, However, Michael
Schwarz followed Ibn Tibbon (see p. 117 and n.29). (TS Mic 2397;
this note is found also in the margin to Hamburg 252).

3. To 2.30 (ed Munk 247:11). A note to the very problematic passage

concerning the making of the frrmament on the second day of
creation. The glossator accepts Ibn Tibbon's translation of /aurg
al-hawd,', but adds: 'The Arabic word [i.e. haud'l indicates the part
of the atmosphere that is closest to us. It is the place where the
sun's radiation is reflected." (Sassoon 341).

[F 59448]. I fol. (3.37). Same manuscript as St' Petersburg, Russian

National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski II 2I41.
31. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, YerT eiskiArabski II 2210

tF 604721. 3 ff. (3.34-35, 37, 32). Oriental or Byzantine, 15th

century.
32. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski II 2213

tF 603961. l0 ff. (3.9-13). Oriental, l4t}l or l5th century. Collected
fragments.

33. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski II 2796

lF 612381. 9 fr. (3.18-19, l3) Oriental, l3th or 14th century'
34. St. Petersburg, Russian National Library, Yevreiski-Arabski II 2834

[F 61589]. I folio (introduction to part two). Oriental, 14th century.
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4. To 2.39 (ed Munk 269:13). The note cites the Arabic words ua-la
ilrat ha-Lruhbanilya and explains: "the person who refrains from
meat, wine, and many [other] bodily needs.',

5. To 2.40 (ed. Munk 272:5, l0). Two notes on rhe same usage.
Ibn Tibbon uses two Hebrew words, ,aaar 

and, pirser4 in order to
translate one Arabic word, fadaba. This was also noted by Rabbi
Qafilr, n. 25 ad, locum.

Appendix

Bar Ilan University
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MAIMONIDES
THE MEDICAL HUMANIST

by

ELINOR LIEBER

Some seventy years ago Max Meyerhof righdy observed that "Mai-
monides is known throughout the world as philosopher, theologian
and the spiritual head ofJudaism during the Middle Ages, but one
lbrgets that he was also a physician and a medical writer".rWith a few
notable exceptions,2 this neglect still continues, despite the constant
stream of publications on other aspects of his work. Yet, well into this
(cntury the poorJews of Cairo continued to honor him as a physician.
ln the ancient Greek tradition of Asklepios, (or still older, indigenous
practice), they sought healing from the spirit of Maimonides by sleeping
in the synagogue bearing his name.3

This scholarly exclusion of the medical writings of Maimonides
is particularly surprising, since they are among the earliest medical
writings byJews. As extant works they are only preceded, in the ninth
r() tenth centuries C.E., by a few small treatises in Arabic attributed
to Isaac Israeli, by a Hebrew work on therapeutics by Donnolo and
;rrrrbably by the so-called Book of Medicittcs in Hebrew, attributed to
"Asaf the Sage".r

I franslated from Max Meyerhof "L'Oeuvre M€dicale de Mairol,onide", Aicheion 17
(11)21))r 136-55, t36.

? Scc Max Meyerhof, "The Medical Work of Maimonides", Xrsalr in Maimonidzs, ed.
Sukr W. Baron (New York Columbia Universiry Press, l94l) 26b-99 and more recenrly,
rnrrrt ol the contribudons in Moses Maimonidat: Ph)siaian, Scicntist, and phihsophq ed.
l'rcrl Rosncr and Samuel S. Kottek (Northvale, NJ,: Aronson, 1993).

! Mcycrhot "L'Oeuwe", 136.
i ()n Isaac, see Manfred,Ullfiann, Die Medizin im Islam (Handbnch der Orientalistik,

Abt.l, Erfinzungsband 6, Abschnift I (kiden, K<tln: Brill, 1970\ l!7-58; Donnolo, phar.
nnhoktgivhe Frogmentc aus dan zehntenJahrht4dsrr, lext and tmns. Moritz Steinschneider
llt(r lin: Suppl. C. Brccher l-6, 1868); Elinor Lieber, "Asafs Booh of Medicinzs: aHebtew

31)
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A number of the medical writings of Maimonides and some extractsr
have been published in a modern, scholarly translation, together with
the Arabic text.5 More easily available, and still incomplete, is a series

in English,6 all based on medieval Hebrew translations. While this is no
scholarly edition,T it does provide the reader with some idea of these
works. For example, it demonstrates the fact that only in the most
exceptional circumstances do these medical writings refer to the Bible,
the Talmud, or to any other aspect of Jewish religious tradition. It
also shows that, just as in his philosophical writings, Maimonides freely
acknowledges the preponderance ofpagan, ancient Greek influence on
his medical ideas: an aspect of his medicine which nowadays tends to
be played down. Perhaps some non-medical readers are disappointed
that Maimonides, the most pious and erudite ofJews, propagated a
medicine practically devoid of any 'Jewish" content or outlook. Yet
in this he simply adhered to an "international" tradition of scholarly
medical writing, which reflected ancient Greek teachings in contrast to
indigenous folk-practice. This line was followed by the vast mdority of
learned Muslim, Christian andJewish physicians of the medieval Islamic
world. In their medical works Muslims did not allude to the Koran, nor
did Christians express New Testament doctrines. On the other hand,
still in the ancient Greek tradition, medicine and particularly medical
metaphors, permeated philosophical and theological works ofall kinds.

In the world of Islam today this same Greek medicine, still known in
Arabic as "Yunnani", continues to be practised side by side with modern
medicine. However, a small minority of Muslim writers continue to
fiollow the so<alled Medicine of the Prophet. While based on medical
sayings attributed to the Prophet Muhammed and fleshed out by

encyclopedia of Greek and Jewish medicine, possibly compiled in Byzanrium on an
Indian model", Dzzrbarton Oahs Papers No,38 (1984): 233-49.

5See Ullmann, Medizin, 167 -69: Jacob I. Dienstag, "Translators and editors of
Maimonides' medical works: a biebibliographical survey", in Mrrrrdal Volumt in Ho,not
oI Prol. S. Muntner, ed,. Joshua O. Leibowiu (erusalem, 1983),95-135.

6 See the notes below ro the individual work, and Fred Rosner,'Moses Maimonide.
lhe physician", in Rosner - Kottek, Moer Moimoiidat,3-12 and 231-35.

7 See Marrin Plessner, Reiew of Moshc ben Moimon, Medical Wo r, cd. S. Muntncr,
vol. 3, ?a7riz 38 (1963): 302-10 (in Hebrew).
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local folk-custom, even such "theological" medicine became gradually
modified in the light of ancient Greek concepts.s

This Greek tradition in the Islamic world was derived from the
medical and biological ideas of numerous ancient Greek writers. Yet
direcdy it was almost exclusively based on the writings ofGalen, a pagan
Greek physician, who practised in Rome in the second century C.E. His
prodigious output not only covered every aspect of the medicine ofhis
time-encompassing both theory and practice-but it also introduced
the readers to the medical writings of others, and above all to the
collection of Greek medical writings from earlier centuries, known as
the Hippocratic Corpus.

In the ninth century C.E. almost all Galenic writings, including some
which are no longer extant in the original Greek, were ranslated into
Arabic, mainly via Spiac., They thus became generally available in the
cultural center of the world. Although these are not literal translations
from the Greek, they certainly "convey a thorough understanding of
its meaning".ro

These Arabic versions of Galen's voluminous works gave rise in their
turn to a torrent of medical writings. Best known are the huge medical
encyclopedias, composed in the tenth to eleventh centuries C.E., such
as the Book for thz Gouernm Mansdr (Libn Almaworir) of Rhazes, the
Pe.rfect Treatise oJ the Med.ical Art (The Royal Book) of al-Majnsi (Ilal1
Abbas) and the Canon oJ Med,iciru of Ibn Sina (Avicenna); all of which
were later translated into Latin. Although such works are considered as
systematizations, their authors were little more successful than Galen
himself in integrating medical theory with practice. Moreover, they
(:()mplicated matters still further by attempring to "conciliate" their own
interpretations of Galen's ideas with earlier Greek biological rheories,
particularly those of Plato and Aristot.le.

This was the medical "environment" which was so greatly to in-
lluence the thought and most of the writings of Maimonides to the
vcry end of his life. While the general outlines of his biography are

r See I. Perho, Tht hopha\ Medieinc (Studia Orientalia 74) (Helsinki: Kokemaki,
llt\15\, pasrim.

{ Sec Raincr Degen, "Galen im Syrischen", in Gaba: Probbms and pfttp.ctt, ed,.
Vlvian Nutton (l,ondon: Wellcome lnstiture for the History ofMedicine, l98li 131-66;
( i,rthard Strohmaier, "Galen in Arabic", ibid.,187-212,

ro Strohmaicr in Galen, ed. Nutton, 187-88.



too well known to require rePetition, many important details still

remain obscure, including asPects of his life which may particularly

have influenced his medical views. Even the traditional year ofhis birth
as 1135 is disputed: he was probably born in 1138 However, the year

of his death as 1204 seems to be corroborated by the date given in a

scribal annotation on an early copy of his medical work known as his

Aphorisms, which will be discussed in some detail below.
At a young age, in North Africa, before his family finally settled in

Cairo, Maimonides began to study theology, philosophy and medicine.

To Maimonides, as to most other medieval thinkers, Aristotle was

"the chief of the philosophers". r I Thus, according toJewish radition,
but perhaps also influenced by Aristotle, Maimonides steadfastly in-

sisted that one might not "use the Torah as a ... means of supporting
yourself-.r2 Aristotle, however, went further and claimed that paid work
was degrading: preoccupying the mind so that it could not rise above

menial concerns (Politics Ylll: 2, 1337b). Perhaps Maimonides was

acting in line with this concept when later, although seeking financial
independence, he did not then turn to the practice of medicine, but
became a sleeping-partner in the business of his brother, who traded
in jewels.

Moreover, initialty at least, his attitude towards medical practice
was even more "Aristotelian" than was current in his time. Aristode
(Politits lll: 11, 1282b) considered that the average practitioner was no
more than a " dnniurgos": an artisan at the service of the public and
although he made an allowance for a small class of superior, educated
practitioners, these he only compared to a masterbuilder. It will be

seen that Maimonides long seems to have maintained an ambivalent
position towards the actual practice of medicine, although this attitude
was eventually modified by the force of external events.

In his role as a philosopher with a "scientific" bent, he, however,
followed Aristotle's dictum that a familiarity with medical principles
was required for a proper understanding of any aspect of life:
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rl Maimonides, Guid.e of the Petpbxe4 trans. Shlomo Pines, 3rd. impr., 2 vols.,

(Chicago: 1974), 1.5: 29.
rr Moses Maimonides, Comrn ntary on thz Mitlr"ai' S€der Nezikin: Commcntary on

the Ethics of the Fathers 4.?, Arabic text and Hebrew lrans., J.D Kafih Ucrulalcm:
Mossad Harav Kook, 1964).

As for health and disease it is the business not only of the physician but
also of the natural philosopher to discuss their causes up to a point".rl

Later in his life, when referring to this stage of his education,
Maimonides was still to declare that

... it is certainly necessary r/ whoever wisha Lo achieue human perlection
to train himself at first in the art of logic, then in the mathematical
sciences, then in the natural sciences, and after that in the divine science
(metaphysics)". (My emphasis).'a

Moreover, at a more practical level, t}le Greco-Roman tradition
persisted that the paterfamilias was responsible for the health ofall the
members of his household. He himself provided simple treatment and
checked whatever was prescribed by a physician. The basic principles
of medical knowledge therefore continued to form part of a general
"academic" education. Maimonides himself notes that even laymen
"should learn by heart many of the Aphorisms [of Hippocrates] as a
child learns from his teacher".r5 This Hippocratic workr6 was an ancient
Greek collection of medical aphorisms, culled in large part from the
rest of the Hippocratic Corpus.

Hence, in the fashion of his time, from an early age Maimonides
studied both medical theory and practice and supplemented his book-
knowledge by demonstrations and discussions of actual cases with
learned practising physicians.IT Yet, like Aristotle, but unlike Avicenna

It Aristotle, Oz Rasy'irarioa XxI, 480b, trans. W.S. Hett,,4rirtotla \/III, toeb Classical
l,ibrary (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard, 1974) 481.

r{ Maimonides, Gtilz 34: 75.
rr Moritz Steinschneider, ed. and trans., "Die Vorrede des Maimonides zu seinem

Kinnmentar iiber die Aphorismen des Hippokrares", (wirh Arabic text), ZeitschriJt dzr
l)httsthen Morgenuindischzn Ceselbchalt 48 (1894): 218-34; Maimonides' Comrnentary on
lh? Aphorbrns oI Hworrdru", trans. Fred Rosner, (Haifa: Maimonides Research Instirute,
l1)n7), 12.

l' W.H.S.Jones, trans., Aphotisrns in Hippocaar.J 4, Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge,
Marr.: Harvard U.P,, 1939).

ll Moses Maimonides, Treatite ok Asthma, XtII, 33, ed. Suessman Munrner (Philadel-

lrlr ia: Lippincott, I 96!1 9l; Thc M.dical Aphorisms of Mases Maimorr:dzr, trans. Fred Rosner
rrrrl Srrcssman Muntncr (New York: Yeshiva Uoiversity Press, l97l) 2 vols., Treatise 8,
Al)lx)rism 9; li 163.
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and most other philosopher-physicians of his world, he appears to

have studied medicine as a purely intellectual exercise, without any

intention of pursuing a medica.l career. So far, however, tlle influence
of this wide medical learning on every aspect of his thought, has not
been sufftciently aPPreciated.

In his halakhic and philosophical writings he had also applied
his medical knowledge to certain problems, which are not usually

considered in a 'medical" light. Thus, following Aristotle (Politics Yll:
15, 1334b), he insists in his Mishtuh Tmah De'ot 4, that a Person must

not aim solely at physical fitness and procreation, but rather should
strive for a sound and healthy body, in order that t}re soul may be

upright to know God: "For it is impossible to gr:$P or to understand
the wisdom of the Creator if one is hungry or sick."t8 As in so many of
his works, he therefore devotes the rest of the chapter to a "regimen of
health" for healthy persons. This was a code of rules, which covered not
only t}re care of the body, in health or in sickness, but also the general
conduct of life. It was a very ancient concePt, which the Islamic world
acquired from the Greeks, particularly from the Hippocratic Corpus.
But in this case it was ransmitted mainly through the writings of Galen,
who was also a major advocate of the principle that the physical healtl
of the body affected the state of the soul.re

According to both Galen and Maimonides, the converse is equally
true. One perhaps unexpected example, again from the Mishneh Toruh,

De'ot 2, concerns t}le measures suggested by Maimonides to counter
'diseases ofthe soul". (This latter concept was iself held by Galen and,
long before him, by Plato and others, as Galen discusses throughout
his De Plaritis Hi@ratis ct Plntonis8). The methods prescribed by
Maimonides are highly reminiscent of those said by Galen to have been
used "by Asklepios" to produce catharsis of the soul. Galen had oncc
been a priest of that cult and he recommends them in his main work
on regimen.2r

r3 Maimonides, Mirrrrrrr Toralr, ed. M.D. Rabinowitz $erusalem: Mossad haRav Kook,
1956), vol.2, 59 (Hebrew).

re Calet Qud animi mot s corqori.t tanpdarncnta r.quantur,lVi 7 67€22 K0hn, parrit L
n Calen, On h. Docatirut of Hi?Poctutat a Plato, cd, and trans. Phillip dc kcy, 2nd.

ed., ! vols., (Bcrlin; Akademic - Verlag, lSBl\, CMC y 4,1,2, pastiat,

't Galcn, Dc saniutc huafu, Book l,chap.8M: l-452 Kilhn,4l.
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Thus here as elsewhere in this religious work, Maimonides extra-
polates medical concepts. However, as in other writings of the kind (but
unlike most of his medical works), whenever he relies on pagan Greek
medicine, he does not actually refer to his sources. Moreover, in such
cases, in marked conrrast to his specifically medical writings, "he was
extremely reluctant to conrradict a halachic ruling by a medically-based
opinion". He was, for example:

... aware that certain disabilities in animals which at the time of the
Talmud were considered as fatal were susceptible to cure, while some
which were noa so regarded were in fact fatal, yet he laid it down that the
talmudic yiew musr be applied (Miriarl, Ioralr, Shehitah 10.12-13).r,

In his early adult years Maimonides thus pursued a career as halakhic
scholar and philosopher, but this way of life became radically changed
around I169, when his brother was drowned in a shipwreck. As he then
was required to support the bereaved family as well as his own, it. is now
generally supposed that, at this early stage, he became a professional
physician;23 altlough little evidence exists for this claim.

His patron was already the highly influenrial Muslim dignitary, the
Qadi al-Fedil 'Abd al-Rahim b. 'Ali al-Baysdni, one of the most senior
officials at the court of Saladin and of his successors.z. According to
a thirteenth{entury C.E. Arabic biography of learned men, the eadi
around this time "took him under his protection, favored him and gave
lrim. a stipend.25 The only extant text is an early Arabic abridgement
ol the original work, in which the end of that passage is not clear. It
srems, however, to say that atthough Maimonides associated with the
physicians, he took no part in the actual treatment of patients. yet this
last statement is generally ignored and it is therefore concluded that at
rhis early stage Maimonides already assumed the practice of medicine,

-. 
t L. L Rabinowiu, "Maimonides" (Biognphy), EnqclopadiaJun4i.a ll (Jerusalem:

Kclcr, l97l), col. 761.
I Scc, for cxample, Rosner in "Moses Maimonides the physician" in Rosner-Kottek,

Mrxrt Moimonidet 4.
t{ Adolph H. Helbig, Al-Qidi at-Rilit, dzr Wezir Satadins, (Bertinr Calvary, 1909):

tr n alQlli\ Ta'tii al-Huhana' (Chronology of L€arned Men), ed, J. Lipperr
(lrlPrig: Dictcrichschc Verlagsbuchhandlung, l90S), 318.
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as attendant physician to the Qidi al-Fi{il and also to the court ol some
ruler.26 The "stipend" then served as his salary. This interpretation
may be due to some confusion between the early patronage by the

Qadi al-Fadil and the professional attendance of Maimonides, at a

much later date, at the court of the somewhat similarly named Sultan
al-Afdal. However, the passage may also imply that the medical advice
of Maimonides was occasionally sought, as a "second opinion", by
those who actually took care of the patient and administered any
recommended treatment, or even by the patient himself.2?

Although medieval Islamic society was certainly very different from
Aristotle's world, yet among both Muslims andJews it has always beerr
common for wealthy patrons to assist scholars to pursue academic
study without financial cares or recourse to a practical profession. Nor
was such a stipend regarded as a quid, pro qua for services rendered.

Thus Maimonides appears to have actively engaged in tle practice
of medicine only in the latter part of his life. By that time he had
probably completed all his religious and philosophical works and, as
part of this new mode of existence, he embarked on his medical
writings.2s As has been seen, he had hitherto considered the main
function of medicine as the promotion of health, in order to achieve
self-perfection. But unlike those scientifically-minded persons who, as
they grow older, turn towards religious and philosophical pursuits, his
interests became ever more practical. They now tended to center on the
everyday problems of medical care. Yet, in his earliest medical writings
even tlese were considered from an academic and impersonal point of
view: perhaps on account of his own relative lack of experience in the
actual practice of medicine.

His medical works were not directed at the "academic" philosopher-
physicians, such as he himself had till now represented. In fact, in the
medieval Islamic world their numbers were steadily dwindling for,
according to contemporary Arabic dictionaries ol learned men, they,
too, were increasingly putting their medical knowledge ro practical,

s Meyerhof, "L'oru!,rc", 138.

' Scc Elinor Licber, "Calen, physician as philosopher: Maimonides, philosopher as
physician", Brrr. Hrrl. M?d 53 (1970):268-1t5.

sJ.O, t ibowitz, "Maimonides on medical pracrice", Bdl Hist. Mcd. 3l (1957\t
309-17.
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prolessional use.!' Moreover, even some "artisan" medical practitioners
were not only literate but erudite. Yet a gap still remained between

thcse two types ot literate Practitioner' This is clearly manifested in
a dispute which took place in 1050 C.E. between a Muslim physician

in Oairo, who had learned most of his medicine theoretically, from
books, and his Christian counterPart in Bagdad, who had been taught
by another practitioner.s

Just as the ancient Greek writings of Aristotle had avowedly served

Maimonides as a basic source of his philosophical thought, so now, in
the general tradition of "lslamic" Greek medicine, Galen's works were
the origin of his medical ideas. Galen had felt himself oPen to ac€ePt

or to reject the concepts of Aristotle and of the Hippocratic Corpus,
let alone those ofother writers of the Greek and Roman worlds and he
olien presented an original view. However, in the medieval era there
was little striving for originality in any intellectual sphere. As with most
aspccts of religious thought and philosophy, medical theory was now
based on authority: in this case that ofGalen and, through him, on that
ot the Hippocratic Corpus.

However, Maimonides remained even more faithful to Galen than
most other physicians ofhis time. He declared that, as regards medicine,
Galen 'is a leader (imam\ of this science and has to be followed in it"
(my translation), and he even asserted that some of Galen's medical
discoveries "are doubtlessly, to be impartial, more correct than what
Aristotle discusses in his books".5r

At the same time there was much justified criticism of Galen's
long-windedness, although Maimonides notes that other ancient writers
were still worse in this respect.32 Yet, the exigencies of medical practice

n Th. Fi *t oIal.Nadr'n (compiled Gnrh{enrury c.E.), cd. and traru. Bayard Dodgc,

2 vols., (NeE, York: Columbia Universiry Press, 1970), chap.7, sect.3, vol.2" 693-71 l; Ibn
Abi Usaibi'a, (i&i, 'U)nn dlenbd'f ttbaqat aklibbd' (Sourccs of lnlomation on thc Clals.s

o/Prrii.aanr) (compiled thineenthtentury C.E.), (Beirlt: Dir Maltabat al-Hayet, 1965),

chaps. 8-l I, pocri;t
$ 

J. fthacht and M. M eyethof , Th, M.dio?hilosophtol Cantnas, bchdtcn lba B lon
of Bogldad a l lbt Ri&oan of C,aia (C-aitol. The Egyptian Univcrsiry, Faculty of A.(s
Publication no. 13, 1937), pp. 12, 18,36,77,83-86, l12-13.

rr Moscs Maimonides, Aproritzr, Discoursc 25. Arabic text and trans.,J. Schacht and
M. Meyerhof, 'Maimonides against Galen on philosophy and cosmogony", Bull. Faa )
oI Artt, bire IJntu rsiry, Arabic sccdon, (1937): 53-88; 64, 67.

!' Steinschncider, "Vorrcde", 233.
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$ See Elinor Lieber, 'Galen in Hcbrew: the transmission of Calen'3 worLr in thc
mediaeral lslamic world", in GaAn, ed, Nutton, 167-86.

s Lieber, "Calen in Hcbrew", 182.
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"Abridgements" were dedicated to compressing and simpli$ing the
writings of Galen, while faithfully reproducing his thought. This he
hoped to achieve by mainly retaining Galen's own words in his extracs
(albeit in Arabic translation) arul adling little or nothing of his oun.r5 Like
all his other medical works, these were written in Arabic but, unlike
them, no medieval Hebrew translations are known.

Only a few of this seies of Abrid.gements 
^re 

ext,.nt,r6 and none have
so far been published. Hence, most accounts of the medical writings
of Maimonides are somewhat vague about these works. However, in
two papers a hitherto unpublished Abrid,gement, that of De methodo
medznti (Yol. X Kthn), has now been described in some detail.37 This
is one of Galen's longest and most important practical writings and it
is largely devoted to surgery. It is thus particularly surprising that the
author repeatedly (and falsely) attributes to Maimonides, sophisticated
opinions on surgery, which Maimonides himself notes as quoted directly
from Galen, without any comments of his own. In these two papers,
moreover, the very titles, as well as the commentary, foster tl-re illusion
that this is a work actually composed by Maimonides, based on brief
extracts from most or all of the writings of Galen33 and that this single
'Compendium of Galen" comprises all the "Abridgements" which he
made.

In fact, the few extant texts show that the Muhtasard, represented
a series of individual works. Extracted largely in Galen's own words
and with very few comments by Maimonides, each "Abridgement"
is substantial: containing up to onequarter of the original material.
According to the Muslim physician 'Abd al-Latif, who had actually met
Maimonides, twenty works were chosen for the purpose: sixteen along

$ "Preface and extracts frofi ld1e Aphorisfis of Maimonides", rext and trans. paul
Ikhle, in H.O. Schrdder, Calzni in Pl4toais Timaatm Commattarii Fragiznta App. U,
C.M.G. Suppl.I, (Iripzig, Berlin: Teubner, 1934) 89-99;- Rosner-Munrne\ Aptrark./i,s,
Foreword, l, 24; Steinschneider, "Vorrede", 234.

$ S.M. Stern, "Ten autographs by Maimonides", in Solomon D. Sassoot, Mainunid,is
Contuataius ;n Mischnarz (Copeohagen, 1966), III, I l-29; Lieber, "Galen in Hebrew-,
182.

!7 Uriel S. Barzel, "The Art ofCure: a non-published medical book by Maimonides",
Hamte Haivri2 (1955): 82-83 (Hebrew) and 165-77 (Engl.); U. Balzet, "Tht Art of Curc:
a medical text by Maimonides", in Rosner-Kottek, Moses Maimon dai 59-69 and 243,

$ Sce Rosncr, "Moses Maimonides the physician", 5, in Rosner-Kotnk, Maimonidas.

often left even t}Ie educated practitioners with little time to Pursue
theoretical study of any kind. Thus it was rightly considered tlat the

actual works of Galen, and even the medical encycloPedias, were far
too complex and weighty for non-medical readers, and were equally

unsuitable for use in everyday medical Practice. As a result the Islamic
world issued a host ofparaphrased versions, collections of excerpts and
above all, commentaries and summaries, related to various works of
Galen. They were based largely on those writings which were devoted to
practical problems, rather than on his numerous and wordy polemics
on theoretical aspects of medicine. In order to make Galen's ideas

more relevant to their own time and place, the authors tended to add
observations of their own, usually ofa clinical nature. These were rarely
of fundamental importance and often obscured Galen's meaning still
further.

The same problem had long before troubled the Byzantine world
and to help authors choose the appropriate Galenic texts for such

adaptation, a socalled Alexandrian Canon of Galen's writings in Greek
was drawn up at the time. Similarly, the Islamic literature conuins
numerous suggestions for a choice of the works in Arabic translation.
Such lists came to be known as the "Sixteen Books ofGalen", although
many versions existed, with much variation in the number and content
of their items.s!

These premises were accepted by Maimonides, especially the prin-
ciple that the few Galenic theories considered as necessary reading
for medical practitioners, would be those which directly underlay the
everyday practice of medicine. However, he differed from most other
medical writers, before and after his time, in the realization that not only
the medical encyclopedias, but even the summaries, paraphrases and
interpretations of Galen's own works, rarely offered a true rendering
of Galen's actual ideas. For this purpose he therefore produced his own
Muktd4arat that is, twenty{ne or so "Abridgements": each covering a

single Galenic work.'a
As Maimonides was briefly to note in his Introductions to his

Aphmisms and to his Commzntary on the Aphorisms o! Hifpoaales, these



the lines of the "sixteen Books", plus four other practical writings

of Galen, added by Maimonides himself,se These were the works and

the passages which he considered most suitable for the busy, literate

Practitioner.
Among these earlier contributions to medicai writing, Maimonides

also attempted to Propagate Galen's basic ideas on the theory and

practice of medicine, in quite a different and more practical manner' In

'his" Aphorisms and in the Commentarl on the Aphorisrns of Hippoerales,

both based on practical maxims, he adopted a format radidonally
considered as suitable for learning by heart, so that here he aimed at

brevity, as well as at ease of comprehension and assimilation'ao Unlike

his "Abridgements" as a whole, these works were easily portable, and

being actuilly used by the peripatetic Practitioners of the time, they

thus became far better known.
In producing a collection of medical aphorisms suitable for the

use of practising physicians, Maimonides was following not only an-

cient Greek authors, but also Islamic physicians such as Rhazes. It
is widely considered ltr^t Lhe Aphorisrls of Maimonides, as we have

them, consisting of twenty-frve Treatises, is one of his earliest medical

writings and was probably composed between 1187 and 1190.a' This

conclusion is mainty based on the fact that a work by that title is

referred to by Maimonides in his Commzntary on the Aphorisms of
Hi\Pocrates (Commentary on aphorism 33, section 2), while the latter
work is itself mentioned it his Treatise on Asthma (Chapter XIII, l9).
However, neither of these writings is dated. On the other hand, a
somewhat garbled scribal note found on an early copy of the Arabic
text of the Aphorisms (Ms. Gotha, No. 1937),{2 seems to show that at

least the twenty-fifth and last Treatise of the Aphorisms was the last

work composed by Maimonides. According to this note, which claims
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3e Ibn abi Usaibi'a, 583; Ibn al-qifF, 589.
e Steinschneider, "Vorrede", 233: Rosner, CommmraD on Aphorisrns ol H@oclaLt

r2-13.
{r Ullmann, 167.
ar W. Perrsch, Dia ara bischen Hanlschrifkn dzt Henoglichm Bibliotbh an Gothq tol,s

(Gotha: Perthes, l88l) 477-78; D. Kaufmann, "l,e neveu de Maimonide,' Rauza das

ttulcs 1u;oo 7 (1883): 152-53.; MoriE Sreinschneider, De hzbtdbchen t)bmctzungt
dzs Mitlehltcrs unt db Judzn als DolnuLtcher (1893: Craz, Akademischc DmcL' und

Verlagsanstalt, 1956) 766, n.60.
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to quote the words of his nephew and amanuensis from the original
manuscript, Maimonides, "as was his wont" when preparing the text of
his works, presented the latter with jottings, from which the nephew
produced a script ofthe work. After this had been corrected in writing
by Maimonides, the nephew prepared a "clean copy", which he then
reviewed with his uncle. However, Maimonides died before he was able
to check the final rendering of the twenty-fifth and last Treatise of this
work, which was produced by the nephew in August, 1205.

Thus this final Treatise appears to have been composed by Mai
monides towards the end of his life. It has been suggested that the
note may also imply that at the same time he rewrote the first twenty-
four Treatises, so that the entire extant version of the Aphorisms in
twenty-five Treatises should be considered as his last work.{3 It seems
to me, however, that the note is unclear as to whether or not the
first twenty-four Treatises were ever revised. But there is no doubt
that at this late date Maimonides provided notes for a twenty-fifth
Treatise which, although still based on Galenic material in both form
and content, deviates entirely from the rest. This newly-composed
twenty-fifth Treatise alone, would then represent his last medical work.
For some reason it was added to the earlier, twenty-four Treatises,
which may or may not have been revised. The entire collection of
twenty-five Treatises thus constitutes the Aphorisms as we have them.

On the other hand, since Maimonides had much earlier referred
twice to his Aphorisms, in some form or other they must already have
been known to the public. Hence there he was presumably alluding to
the first twenty-four Treatises, alone and in their original state. This
collection should therefore be included among his earliest medical
writings, although no version of this kind is now known.

The twenty-fifth Treatise of the Aphorisms will be considered be-
low. However, even the rest of the work, which is wholly devoted to
aphorisms, is also somewhat unusual. It is usually referred to as "the
Aphorisms of Moses", yet in his Introduction Maimonides clearly states
that very few of the approximately fifteen-hundred examples are his
own. A small number were taken from the works of other medieval
writers, such as Rhazes and Avicenna, but the great majority were

rs 
Joshua O, t eibowitz, "Maimonides'Aphorisms",1(omt,ir I ( lg55):213-19 (Hebrew),

l-lll (English summary).

tl
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culled from Galen, "out of all his works",{{ including some which are

no longer extant in the original Greek. While a few of these quotations

may hive been secondarily copied from other Arabic works, there is

no doubt that Maimonides possessed an encyclopedic knowledge of
Galen's actual writings in Arabic translation.

Once again, Maimonides remains faithful to Galen although, as

he tells usi unlike his Muttta;arat, here he does not retain Galen's

own words. Instead, each of the twenty-four Treatises is devoted to

a separate subject and here he attemPts to distil and,to systematise

the relevant practical concepts which are scattered throughout the

voluminous writings of Galen. Thus, within a limited comPass he

provides a practical guide to those works which, after the Hippocratic

borpus, foimed the most influential and extensive collection of medical

literature which existed before modern times. This work of Maimonides

was thus to remain popular for centuries to come: not only in Hebrew

translation, but also in several Latin versions.a5

It has been suggested that here Maimonides adopted the method

of systemisation (although on a much reduced scale), which he so

successfully employed in his halakhic Mishnch Torah.$ However, these

two works differ in another crucial resPect. For each of his aphorisms

Maimonides provides a reference to the source: a principle which

he applied to all those of his medical works which were essentially

epistimological in nature. APart from the Aphorisms of Rhazes, this is

aimost unique among medical writings of the time, but it is also at

variance with the authoritarian basis of the Mislzneh Torah.

For tris Commentary on thc Aphorisms oJ H@offates Maimonides

makes it clear that he chose these "Hippocratic" aphorisms from the

Hippocratic lemmata (in Arabic translation) of Galen's Commentary
o.,- t]r. .at t. work (XVIIB: 245-887, XVIIIA: 1-195 Ktihn).a7 Most of
the medieval Arabic versions of the Hippocratic writings were probably
reassembled in this manner. Moreover, in this work of Maimonides the

comments too are largely drawn from the Galenic source and he states

a{ Rosner-Muntner, Medical AphoritrLs, 'tol,\, 24.
{sJoshua O. Leibowitz, "The Latin Aphorisms of Maimonidcs' APhorirms", r(otori 6

(1973): 273-81 (Hebrew), XCIU-XCIX (Engtish).
ft Rosner-Muntner, Madical Aqhorb^t" TraNlators' Introduction' vol.l, 9.
i? Sreinschneider, "Vorrede", 231.
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that he has only inserted his own, when he does not agree with that of
Galen. Thus, here Maimonides remains not only faithful to Galen but,
through him, to the Hippocratic Corpus.

Yet, although he voices no objection to Galen's opinions on the
first Hippocratic Aphorism ("Life is short and the art is long..."), here
he exceptionally presents a long and interesting commentary of his
own. He speaks of the role of the physician in terms which, even
today, seem quite extraordinarily humane. He insists that the latrer
is responsible for providing a poor patient any food or medicines
required to restore him to health.4 In a relatively little-known ethical
work, Galen had claimed that he shared his own clothing with his slaves
and had arranged nourishment and nursing for others (De cognoscend,is
arrandisquz animi mmbis, chap. 9; V:48 Kiihn). However, only in the
Hippocratic readse on medical etiquette, known as "Precep6" is care
of this type for the poor specifically advocated as one of the tasks of the
physician.a, This latter work was well known in Arabic and it is possible
that here Maimonides was influenced direcdy by "Hippocrates" rather
than Galen.

These earlier medical writings of Maimonides are of a general,
textual nature. All attempt to facilitate the understanding of Galen's
ideas; to introduce the true spirit of Galen, both in his own right and as
the repository ofprevious Greek medicine, particularly the Hippocratic
Corpus. And, perhaps no less important, by providing bibliographical
references Maimonides encourages his readers to delve further: to
follow up the quotations and consult the original text.

In all the above medical works in which he discloses his sources,
he intentionally keeps himself in the background. As a result modem
scholars have often attributed to him theoretical or practical medical
knowledge, on the basis of passages in which he solely quotes Galen
without adding any comment of his own. This has already been noted
in the case of his Abridgemezrr. Treatise l, 60 of his Aphorisms has
similarly been considered as demonstrating his prowess in surgery,m

{3 "Maimonides' interpretation of rhe first aphorism of Hippocrates", trans. Ariel
llar-Sela, H.E. Hoff, nu . Hist. Med,.31 (1963): 347-54; Rosner, Ma inonid,es' Commcntar),
23.

re P/r.;p4 Section 6, HWocaaA, vol.[, rrans. W.H.S.Jones, (Loeb Classical Library:
t962) 318- 19.

v' Rosner-Muntner, Mrdical Aphorisns, Translators' lntroduction, I l
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(to which Maimonids never aspired). It has been equally erroneously
suggested tlrat in Treatise 1, 43 of his Aphorisrns, Maimonides was

alluding to "a conception of blood circulation',5r and even shows

some understanding of the "lesser (pulmonary) blood circulation".52 In
fact, in his Aphorrims Maimonides is simply citing approvingly, Galen's
erroneous explanation of the function of the blood-flow from the heart
to the lungs, which was the general view at the time. The pulmonary
transit of the blood was only discovered in the thirteenth-century C.E.
by the Muslim physician, Ibn an-Nafis.

The works of Maimonides so far described have been considered
as his earliest medical writings, even though none of them is dated.
Few dates are known for the remainder of his works and with one
notable exception (the late, twenty-fifth Treatise of his Aphorisms),
these too are ofa practical nature and are drenched in the teachings of
Galen. However, as Maimonides continued his practice of medicine, he
presumably acquired clinical confidence for, like most medical works
of his time, these now incorporate his personal experience. In the
medieval fashion, most take the form of replies, on the pattern of
Rabbinical Responsa, to letters from eminent persons, who request his
advice on medical topics of all kinds. This includes mediation between
the conflicting opinions ofother physicians whom they have previously
consulted on the matter. On *re basis of signs and symptoms which the
patient reports, Maimonides assesses their medical state and provides
detailed instructions for treatment.

Of the works of this kind, best known is his Regirnen (probably
composed around I198) and its supplementary reply, which appeared
not long afterwards. The latter is usually known as "The Causa of
Accidznts" , from the title of its Latin translation.5s BotI were requested
by the dissipated Sultan al-Afdal, Saladin's eldest son. The earlier work
includes instructions for a "regimen", or way of life, to be followed

5r t-€ibowitz, "Maimonides' Latin Aphorisms", 2t7.
ir Rosner-Muntner, Mad.ical Aphoristt$, Translator's [nEodlrction, I l.
5t Regimen znd De causit aacidzlthtm: "Moses Maimonides' two treatises on the

regimen of health, trans. A. Bar-Sela, H.E. Hoff, E. Faris, Traru. Ancr. Philoloph. Soe..

N.S.54, pt.4, 1964. R?gimzz: "Ii tadbir as-qihhat, Cesundheirsanleirungdes Maimonidc!",
Arabic text and German trans. H, K.roner,Jfants 27 (19231: l0l-16, 286-300; 28 (1924)l
6l-74, 143-52, 199-217, 408-19, 455-72;29 (1925): 235-58. Dc Cau.sit Ac.id.ntit,/,ni
"Der medizinische Schwanengesang des Maimonides," Arabic text and Cerman trdnr,
H. Kroner, Janus 32 (1928): l2-l l6; Mos.s Mairnonid.s on lh. Caw.s oI S)mpto%", cd.
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by the Sultan in accordance with his case, and another version which
was only to be adopted if "a physician is not to be found, or when the
physician available is deficient, and his knowledge is nor ro be trusted".54
In his later reply Maimonides provides still another regimen. All are
Iargely based on the principles expressed in Galen's c elebrated Regimen
of Health lDe sanitale tucnda). Other communications of this kind deal
with asthma and with hemorrhoids, while in a trearise On Coitus for
Saladin's nephew, he suggests ways of increasing sexual vigour.sb

In ll99 Maimonides was commissioned by the Vizier, the eadi
al-Fedil, to produce a general report on poisoning, in the interest of
the public at large. The bites of dogs and of venomous creatures,
such as scorpions and snakes, have always been a problem in Egypt
and Maimonides includes advice regarding treatment in the absence
of professional aid. He notes rhat the Qadi imported stocks of drugs
tiom abroad for this purpose. Togerher they ser up stores ofthe Greit
Theriac and of the Electuary of Mithridates: complex and expensive
mixtures which had been the traditional remedies for poisoning since
very early times.56

Another work, his Explanation oJ the Names qfDrzgs deals with the
adaptation of remedies prescribed by ancient Greek writers, such as
Dioscorides and Galen, to the mabria medica available in the Islamic
world at that time.57

In this largely commissioned group of writings, now addressed
mainly to laymen, Maimonides offers numerous insights which demon-
strate his common-sense attitude to medical practice and his clinical
eminence as a physician ofhis time. Yet Galen continues to provide the
basis of almost every aspect of these works. But as here Maimonides

.loshua O. Leibowiu, S. Marcus (Berkeley: Univ. ofCalifornia press, lgZ4, (incorporares
Kroner's Arabic text and Barsela's English tmnslation).

t{ BarSela-Hoff-Faris, "Regimen", 16.
s Muntner, Maimonides, ,4rtrlr,lu; H. Kroner, "Die Haemorrhoiden in der Medizin

rlcs XIl. und XIII. Jahrhunderrs",Jfarur t6 (1914): 441-56, 645-ilg (Arabic rexl and(;crman tmnslation); Mose, Mairnonides' Trcalises on poisons, Hctnonhoid+ arul Coitus,
trans. Fred Rosner, (Haifa: Maimonides Research Insdrute, lgg4).

B Arabic texr and Cerman trans. M. Steinschneider, ,,Cifte und ihre Heilung,,,
Vinhou\ Atchia 57 (1873): 62-120.

. . '7 "S?rh asma' al 'uqqar. L Explicarion des Noms de Drogues,', rrans. Max Meyerhof,
Mhl I'lnst. d'Epptc, 4l (1940).
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does not always refer to his sources, Galen's ideas can still more easily
be confused with his own.

In these later works Maimonides still makes no claim to originality
but, as in his philosophical writing, he demonstrates a greater degree
of independence of thought than was customary among scholars of his
time. Hence, much has recently been made of his recommendation,
in The Causa of Accil,enls, that the Sultan should take wine and regale
himself with song, as a way of improving his mood.58

The drinking of wine, except to excess, is of course allowed by
Jewish law and even among Muslims its total proscription has always
been highly controversial.5e Thus, in the eleventh century, Ibn Ridwin,
a Muslim physician, openly recommended "matured wine" and a strong
raisin liquor as suitable drinks for healthy persons.60 ln t^is Aphorisms
(Treatise 17, aphorisms 26 and 28), Maimonides is somewhat more
cautious but approvingly quotes Galen's advice in his De sanitate tuznd,a
(Book 5, chap.5; VI; 164 Ktihn), that wine should only be drunk with
moderation, although it is highly beneficial for the elderly.6' However,
for the Sultan Maimonides is even more circumspect and prescribes
wine as a vehicle for buglossus, a medicinal plant, which is known as
euphrosyne in Greek because of its mildly antidepressive effect.

Yet here he indeed introduces the subject of religion and considers
its general role in purely medical affairs. While he never contradicts the
halakhah in his religious writings, he occasionally bends it in the medical
sphere. Thus, while claiming that the precepts of religious law-both
Jewish and Muslim-must be absolutely obeyed, he maintains that a sick
person is allowed to take advantage of any treatment suggested by his
doctor, even if it contravenes that law (and even if there is no question
of saving life in this way): "The physician, because he is a physician,
must give information on the conduct of a beneficial regimen, be it
unla*ful or permissible, and the sick have the option to act or not to
act".62

s L€ibowitz,Marcus, C.ausaq chap.22: 32-33 and 15l-5S.
n Entyclapaedia of hlaa IV, New ed., (Leiden: Brill, 1978) s.u. Khamr.
il Medietnl Islamic Medi.cin4 trans. Michael W. Dols (Berkeley: University of California

Press, 1984), chap. 12, 43b.
6r Rosner-Muntner, Aprrolirnl, vol.2, 46.
62 I*ibowitz-Marcus, Causet l5l-52,
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The motive behind this declaration has been much debated, without
any consensus so far. It has recently been suggested that Maimonides
was here respecting the conscience of the patient and safeguarding his
freedom of choice.6s Yet these are ultramodern concepts. Like other
physicians of his time, Maimonides was normally dogmatic regarding
the compliance of his patient in any treatment which he recommended:
as is evident throughout this same work. Clearly he was to some
extent safeguarding himself against the opposition of certain orthodox
Muslims, perhaps even in the Sultan's entourage. Yet it might then
be asked why he should put himself ar risk by raising the subjecr at all.
As far asJews are concerned, measures to save human life usually take
precedence over any halakhic ruling, but there is no evidence that here
the Sultan was mortally sick. Moreover, although Maimonides certainly
believed in the therapeutic powers of wine in this kind of case, there
is nothing in his description of its medicinal properties, ro indicate
that he considered it as a totally irreplaceable remedy. Perhaps he was
simply aware that the Sultan was only too happy tobe medically adaised
to drink wine and hear songs and could thus "choose" to accept these
prescriptions, justified on medical grounds and buttressed by some
rather doubtful philosophy.

A far more striking sign of the "scientific" independence ofthought
of Maimonides, is found in his Guitb. Here he offers a highly plausible
suggestion as to why pork is considered as "unclean" and is thus strictly
fbrbidden toJews (and of course also to Muslims): "The major reason
why the Law abhors it [pork] is is [the pig] being very dirty and feeding
on dirty things" (3.48).65 Even here he seems to be echoing Galen,s
caution regarding the consumption of the flesh of all creatures who
wallow in the sewage of towns (De probis praaisquz alimtntorunt sutcis,
chap. 9; \|I: 795 Knhn). Maimonides, however, adds that the Talmud
compares the pig's mouth to "walking excrement" (8. ?, Berakhot 25a)
and observes that pigs acted as extremely efficient scavengers in Islamic
cities, which were therefore kept clean, unlike European towns which
were filthy.

s Fclix Klein-Franke, "Der hippok&tische und der maimonidische Arzt", Fteiburgn
Tiikchrilt fiet Philatophi. und, Th2o@i." 17 (1970'1: 44249.

s Mcyerhof, 'L'oeuwe', 152.
o Pines, Grid, 3.48: 598.



ELIT.,]OR LIEBT]R

Equally unnoticed is his actual citation in the Aphorisms (Treatise

20, aphorism l9) of Galen's description of "pig-meat" as "the most

beneicial meat of living creatures who walk on all fours" 66 As he notes,

this is taken word-for-word from Galen's De probis praaisque alimentorum

srrccir chap. 6 (\4: 789 Knhn). The very fact that Maimonides cited this

opinion of Galen without providing any comment, must^indicate his

approval at the time. This has to be concluded despite the fact that in a

quite ,rnco.,nected passage (Treatise 24, aphorism 43), he cites Galen's

opinion that pork is the meat most similar in every respect to human

flish, and that the possibility exists that the two may be confused

(De alimentorun facultatibus, Book 3, chap. 1; VI : 663 Ktihn). In fact

he there even relates Galen's gruesome tale about certain innkeepers

who fed their unsusPecting clients on such fare, including a case in
which human fingers were discovered in the dish (Galea De simplicium

medicarnentorum, Book 10, chap. 2; XII: 254 Kthn).
Moreover, such open reliance on Galen-to the Point of incon-

sistency-regarding the benefits of pork, is further demonstrated in
Treatise 25, section 9 of the Aphorisms. As will be seen, this Treatise

provided a later opportunity to "criticize" Galen, yet Maimonides still

offers no conaincing refutation from the medical aspect; let alone from
tt,e halakhic point of view. He merely claims here that Galen's advocacy

ofpork (which, in fact, is hedged round with numerous qualifications) is

inconsistent with his acknowledgement (in De alimentorum facultatibus
(Book I, chap.2; 6: 487-8 Kiihn), that eating pork may give rise to
"the disease of plethora", or overfilling of the veins. Maimonides does

not mention, however, that Galen admits this possibility "in ordinary,
untrained persons", and tlterefore especially recommends pork as a

food for professional athletes.
As has been noted above, this last Treatise of the Aphorisms was

probably composed by Maimonides just before his death. It seems to
fall into two parts: Sections 1-58, plus perhaps, 69-72 and Sections

59-68. Neither bears any relation to the rest of the work in either its
format or content. In the first part of this Treatise Maimonides finally
submits to the custom of his time and makes some show of asserting his
independence of Galen, by exposing "errors" in the medical teachings

of his idol. However, unlike the "doubts" expressed by Averroes in

s Rosner-Muntner, A phorisms, 2: 66-67
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his medical l(ulliyd.t,61 this first Part is largely a nit-picking exercise, as

already exemplified above. Moreover, while revealing Galen's "incon-
sistencies", Maimonides often assumes an apologetic manner: which is
particularly evident in the last paragraph of the first Section ofTreatise
25.68

The second part of the twenty-fifth Treatise6e is quite different. This

is a highly serious reappraisal by Maimonides of his far better-known
polemic against pagan Greek ideas of the creation, as Presented years

before in his Guid.e (especially 2.i3 and 2.30)' Here, however, these ha-

lakhic and philosophical problems are set in a "medical" framework and

specifically directed against Galen. This is a serious medico-religious
consideration of Galen's opposition to the views of "Moses" on the
subject, as expressed in Galen's De Usu Partium (Book XI, 14), when
discussing the relationship between the form of the body and its
tunctions.To

Perhaps this late addition to lhe APhorisnls served as a kind of
recantation by a sick and dying man, for his lifelong promotion of
a Greek pagan Galen with known anti"Mosaic" convictions.?r Yet
the ambivalence demonstrated much earlier by Maimonides in his

philosophical Guidt, whenever religion and philosophy clash, is here
extrapolated to this very rare case of religious argument in a medical
work. Just as in his Gzide, where Maimonides was unable to rePudiate
Aristode's ideas on the Creation with any degree of conviction,T2 here
Maimonides cannot stifle his admiration for Galen. This last "medical"
testimony might almost be regarded as an apologiafor the medical views
of the Creation presented in De zsu partium. Maimonides first genuinely
lauds Galen as a physician. Here, however, he immediately tries to "get

6TJohann C. Birrgel, "Averroes contra Galenum",(Naririchten von dcr Ahadzmie der

Wi$en$chaften, C6ttingen, Phil.-Hist. Kl. 9 (1967-9): 265-340.
n Rosner-Muntner, ,4 phorisms, 272.
6,J. Schacht and M. Meyerhof, "Maimonides against Galen, on philosoPhy and

cosmogony", (with Arabic text), BuLltn. Fd.. Arls of lhe Uniueniry o/lby'l, Arabic section,
.5 (I937):53-88i Rosner-Muntner, Aprorrrns, ll: 203-22.

7\'Calen, De Us Parliltnt" ed. C. Helmreich (Leipzig: Teubner, 1907-9) II, 158-59;
(iinlen, On the Us{'ulne\s of the Parls of the Bo4, English trans. Margaret Tallmadge May
(llhaca: Cornell University Press, 1968) II,523-24.

7r See Richard rdalze\ Galen on Jeus and Christians (Lorldorr: Oxford University
l'rcss. 1949) I l-13, 23-37.

1, Pines, Guid.e 2.13:284.
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back" at him, by claiming that in assuming the role of "philosopher",

Galen was suffering from that same "disease of the soul"73 which he

had often attributed to others. According to Maimonides, Galen's main
error lay in his faulty concePtion of God's power, based on his refusal

to believe in the possible existence of miracles (Maimonides, Aphorisms,

Treatise 25, Sections 62-67)'
This paper has been largely concerned with the fact that Maimonides

borrowed so much from Galen: even more than was usual in his age.

As has been indicated (but certainly not fully explored), he even

extrapolated Calen's medical theories into his religious works. While it
is only in his medical writings that he fully acknowledges his sources,

there he does so far more often than others of his time. This highly
praiseworthy trait cannot, however, be attributed solely to his personal

modesty, nor to his desire to give credit where credit was due. In
his halakhic works his main interest had lain in the interpretation of
traditional texts, but later in his life he aimed mainly at the practical
application of ancient Creek medical principles. While admitting that
these sometimes required to be adapted to the conditions of the time
and the place, he waged a unique and consistent campaign for the most
faithful and literal transmission of Galenic ideas, which it was possible
to achieve within the limit of Arabic translations.

The medical works of Maimonides thus provide little original con-

tent, apart from astute clinical observations. Since, moreover, he offers
few Jewish" insights, perhaps it is no wonder that these writings are

now largely unread, even by Maimonidean scholars. Only his religious
and philosophical writings are considered of significance today' Yet,
in the original Arabic and later in Latin translation, his medical works
played a pioneering role in transmitting to the West the true essence

of ancient Greek medicine and in keeping its spirit alive until the
Renaissance and even beyond. We sometimes tend to forget that tlis
still forms the basis of much of our medicine today. Hence it has not
been sufficiently recognised that Maimonides as a physician made his
greatest and lasting contribution in the role of a medical humanist.

Senior Associate:
Oxford Center for Hebrew andJewish Studies

7t Schachl-Meyerhof, "Maimonides against Galen", Discourse 25, 65-67
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MAIMONIDEAN HALAKHAH
AND SUPERSTITION.

b)

MARC B. SHAPIRO

"Supefitition sels lhe uhole uorw in fiames;
philosophl quewhes then. "1

The great originality shown by Maimonides in his Code hardly needs
r() be demonsrated. Isadore Twersky, in his book on the Code and
in other articles, has amply demonstrated this. Of course, originality
r:an be defined in many different ways. Even if one were to assume
rhat the Code is simply a collection of rabbinic halakhot, one must not
ovcrlook the fact that the determination of which halakhot to include
is itself a matter requiring a decision by the author. However, with
Maimonides there is much more tlan this. Even discounting those
lrrws in the Mishneh Torah which appear, at least at first glance, to
Irave no Talmudic basis, his originality is seen in the way he reworks
valious Talmudic Halakhot, emphasizing certain aspects at the expense
()l r)thers and offering reasons which are of his own making.

I feel it is necessary to make this point for, although it should appear
ollvious to all who study the Mishneh Toral4 this is anything but the
r irs<.. A few eminent scholars, all ofwhom were thoroughly conversant
with the Mishneh Torah and. rabbinic literature, have expressed the
opirrion that basically there is no originality in Maimonides' Code.
'l lrcy obviously grant the fact that when Maimonides chooses to record
lrr opinion he is using his own decision-making process. However, they
rtrrnrgly assert that every stztement found in the Mishneh Torah has a
rorrlce in earlier rabbinic literature.2

' I would like to thank Professor Isadore Twersky l"t and Professor David Berger for
lhGir hclpful comments.

I Vohairc, Dictionnaire philosophique, vol. 13 (Paris: Didot, 1816) 215, s. y. superstition,

'] R. Arych fvi Frommer, Erel flayyim (Lublin, 1939) appendix to p. 63b: l:r:'lD vl'l'
,p,r r:nru xrir pr: om 5"m r::'lb r,, lrPb r' ;1"'D t ElD ,: x' h E":!rn (emphasis mine)
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Almost as surprising is R. Naftali Zvi Berlin's formulation that in
matters of law Maimonides says nothing original.s Berlin does not add
the obvious proviso that this is onty so when Maimonides omits the
phrase "it appears to me," but even this is not necessarily a slip of the
pen, for there is a school of thought that refuses to regard evin these
passages as lacking in Talmudic support. According to rhis approach,
the phrase "it appears to me" is used by Maimonidei when a liw is not
explicil in LheTalmud. However, even in tlese cases his opinion is based
on Talmudic sources.a R. Aryeh Zvi Frommer and othJrs believe that
there is also a rabbinic source for every biblical verse which Maimonides
quotes as a proof text. In fact, this is an original feature of the Mishneh
Torah which was recognized long ago.5

. 
In c.ontrast to these at)?ical views, once we acknowledge the great

originality of Maimonides we can begin to appreciate some of the
gTeatest creativity found in the Mishneh Torah. I refer to the way he
deals with supersritions which found their way into the halakhah.
With regard to aggadah, the commenhtor has a great deal of room
to maneuver and can certainly reject aggadic elements which do not

MAtM()Ntl)r:AN llAl,,\KltAll ANI) stjlEl(sl rl t()N 6:'l

rrrrcal lo ltinl. f'or this therc is a tradition dating back at least until

i!J,u,i, ,i,rt"*." Howevcr, to reject halakhot is an entirely different

iri rt",. tt,rrh..rrrore, the exa;ples we shall examine are such that

",ri, ru"'ft cttuld Maimonid., intttpttt the halakhah in a rational

;;;,*';, ,J prclerred method of his'i Rather' the halakhah was clear

an(l M:tirnonides was forced to consciously reject it'
--'-:ttrn, 

tloi-.rnides realized he was rejecting a flawed halakhah is of
qrc t irnl)()rtance, for this was not necessarily the case when dealing

i,iiit'"rr,lai. matters. For example, in his Commentary to Negaim 9 l'
u^in,.llia"* explains that the iprings of Tiberias.are so.hot because

;.;';;t .*.t a'sulfur sou,ce' Tiris ii a rationalization of the Talmudic

i**,'r,*,t, that the Tiberian springs are hot because they Pass over

Gi.,,,rrn.. ro gehinnon (Shabbat 39a)'s Yet Maimonides.would not

irv.,=guta.a m! explanation as a rejection of the Talmudic view' but

r"t.t i" a clarificatiln of the Talmudic pixisage's rrue meaning' This

p"ini.". be illustrated by numerous other examPles in Maimonides'

writings.e
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t Ha-Anek She'aloh (lerusalem, t96l) 99. 2: txntDi.rD x}l. rDrrD I.t tD xt o.:Dl.Tr yfi,1
o'nDm: }rlDD. Sec also R. lsrael Moses Hazzan, Kerahh shel fiozi (Livorno, lg76) 3?a.)n onr:a pr':a EtDt:n D'rr.rn xot lalnr E llolDn ,rri.!n ox i: pol5 l:,x E,:DtitD t:rT l:Dp
ohrD np, x' il') IlDx ru.p': ohoa p onlo,.r| r.nrum rall o":r:;:n: pt... o:atl| pla:r
'rrbrn: DrrmDi D':r.ri )rn)' da ') ttu,nf.

. See e.9., R. Solomon Alfatdai, She,elot u-Teshuvot ha_Saba eadisha, vol. I (Jcrusalcm,
1973) I52: xrDo rbhnll r|:: lrln: r'.n: Druao m p: o*,: tl:ni r::r) r:ari: !u urr rl.rtpt'r ,,5 trx t:.tD l:l .nDtt nrr.l orD ,r Dt ha 15: '.lDo; R. Mordckhai Wi.itllct, tzellshel
Mordekhai al Massekhet Nedarim (Broouyq t979) l5a: IDh rh. PIDD) D"tD lU t:lt frD.lpl DTI yt'li) ,Dll ,'tu x)pD nDnD pt rnD! r'rl *),n h: a) irrl/; R. yaakov Ha),yim
Sofer, 'On Books and A\lhors," 'iclunot l9 (1993-1994): 79_81.

5 See the numerous sources ci(ed by R Malakhi ha-Kohen, yod Malahhi (Rnei B.al.,
no. date) l82b (Ktlabi ho.Ranbaa paragraph 4); R. Menahem llzshcr, ilo-Ramjrrtr
uc.ha.Mehhiuo dt.RashDi oerusa.lem: Torah Shelcmah, 1980) 2?_2g. (tGsher,s objccrionr
l. $", "i:y: 

also shared by Binyamin Ze'ev Benedikt lHa.Rambam h-Lo Sctilah mia
ho.Talmud \Jentsalem: Mossad Harav Kook, l9g5)], are no[ convincing.) Scc alro R.

Il^a]TT ^P3lThet 
rofi a.HaD;rn (tzmir,7874) 22d; S. K,anevsky, erya t Mcith crusacm,

1983) 287; David Sykcs, "Maimonides, ,Deviarions, f.orn ri,. 
-e.rtho;r"tive- 

Sourcer,"Diw Israzl 13-14 (1986-1988)1 115ff. [Hebrew]; Cerald J. Btids(ein, "Whcrc Do W.
Stand in rhc Study of Maimonidean Halakhah?" Stndirl- in Moimonitu+ cd. Isdorc
Tvrersky (Cambridge, Mass.: Harv.ard Univcrsity prcss, lgg0) 7, notc 16; yi!?hak Cilrt,
Pcraqim bc.Hithtakh.lut ha.Hotathoh lR^mar Can, 1992) 382fi.

6 See Marc SaPerslein, D.coding thz Rabbtt (Cambridge' MA ' 1980) chapter l'
,i, rarnuooi no'ao-bazl ed. j. Bbu $erusatem: Meqize Nirdamim' 1989) no 252:

"'t" 
ii*lt Lrn x pn:r :n7rl 

"m rr:ni5:: 'n:t:u nrn: Although thc tcrm 5:or ltt can

J"i"i. . "r-u.. "f 
."anings, providing a rational undershnding of thc law is presurnably

onc of thcm. See, howevct' the intcrprclation of this rcsponsum in Jacob Levinger' Ddrt'tei

i--iAr n",*t i"'n hhotit shzll ha'Rdmbazr (Jerusalem: Magnes' 1965) 22-24 andJosd

r.,r.'s rei..tiorr, /vvro im ba'Mkhwh Totah b'ha'Rambam \Jetusalem: Mossad Harav Kook'

isi;tiii', ;"i.iilrhe anonymous thirteenth century Apo'og''@ argues that the Mis'lrnz'fi

ZJ is 
" 

,"of t"t in.ulcating rationalism' See A S Halkin' "In Defense of Maimonides'

Code,' Tatbiz25 (1956): 419-421 lHebrew]'*;i." 
i. j"*pi, Zeliariah Stern. Tahala]<hot ha'Agadah (warsar' 1902) l2b Even

*nen fvfai-"onid'., is able to rationalize only a portion of a rabbinic statement' he does

;;;.fr"i" from doing so. See e g.' his commentarl to Atot 5"4' regarding *re ten

miracles in the TemPle.
e To give two o-bvious cxamples, the firs! of which actually concems a maller

of halakliah, the Talmud s6tes that members of the Sanhedrin must know scventy

ini^*t tbotraan l7a, Mdabor 65ai u less otherwise noted' all ralmudic references

,r.io it. n"Uytoni- Talmud.). In Maimonides' codification he wrires that they must

1.".* "r.."' Jf,h. l-g.rug.t (Sanhcdrin 2 6, and see Rcuven Margaliot' Margo@at'ir-i* 
i"t. l [Jerusalemi Missad Harav Kook, l 9??] 38a) Maimonides did not believe

irr"i fr. *"t a.it.ri"g from the Talmudic pasrage Rather, he vas simply recording what

irr. fd-"a rri.rn, itt.t it hlperbolicaliy used the words 'seventy languages " (That

l,t"i.onid"" did not tale Talmudic numbers literally is also seen in other examples.

i..'..g., S."aati, 42b where the Mishnah states: D'DrD l'Dm ':L 
r''Dx' Maimo'id€s'
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err,r6 this opens up the door for him to reject any view that he cannot accept

due to his scientiflc or philosophical outlook.
Maimonides' second approach is that the objectionable passage is not

meant to be taken literally. As Maimonides is even prepared to view certain

Torah narratives as allegories, this view is not at all surprising but once again

opens up myriads of interpretative possibilities. That Maimonides should

seek to bring a Talmudic view into line with what he viewed as the truth is

only to be expected and is mentioned in Guide 3. 14 with regard to Taknudic

views on astronomy: "For whenever it is possible to inter?ret the words ofan
individual in such a mamer t}Iat they conform to a being whose existence has

been demonstrated, this is the conduct that is most fitting and most suitable

for an equitable man of excellent nature."
His third approach, which does not necessarily contradict the second, is

probably the most intriguing. He argues that perhaps the sage's words are, in

fact, to be taken literally but were only "said with a view to the times and

the business before him." To put it in other words, the sage did not believe

what he was saying but prudence dictated that he say so an1'way. This is what

Maimonides refers to in Guide 3.28 as a "necessary belief." That is, a belief,

which while not actually true, is necessary for the masses to adopt in order

for some important goal to be achieved.
In Maimonides' view it is impossible to assume that a significant number

of sages, in particular the wisest among them, accepted the veracity of
astrology. As for his citing the Greek philosophers in order to prove a point

regarding the Talmud, this presents no problem. As far as Maimonides is

concerned, the Greek philosophers and the Talmudic sages, with only a few

exceptions, agreed on matters of universal truth.

I believe that the same observations noted with regard to the Letter on

Astrology apply to all of the superstitions Maimonides had to deal with.

16 See also Czide 3. 14, which refers to errors committed by more than one sage: "Do
not askme to show that everything they lthe sages]said cooceming astronomical matters
conforms to the way things really are. For at that time mathematics were imPerfect, They

did not speak about this as transmitters of dicta of the prophets, but rather because

in those limes they were men of knowledge in tiese fields or because they had heard
these dicta from the men of knowledge who lived in those times." See similarly Cli&
2. 8, and Menachem Kellner's detailed discussion in his Maizronides on th. "Decline of lfu
Cenerations" ard,lhe Nalure of Rabbinic Authonr, (Albanyt SUNY Press, 1996), chapter 4.

For R. Abraham Maimonides' similar view, see his essay on the Aggadah in Milbarnol
,ro-Si?r! ed, R. Margaliyot (erusalem: Mossad Hamv Kook, 1953) 83-88.
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Although they are recorded in the Talmud they must be explained by one

of the three methods mentioned above. With this approach Maimonides is

able to reject Talmudic halakhot based on superstition and make far-reaching
statements such as that conversation with demons is an impossibilityt? - an

impossibilify which is nevertheless attested to in the Talmud.

Before going any further it is necessary to discuss a fundamental issue

which confronts anyone who deals with the material I will be examining. I
refer to the concept of superstition, in particular, what Maimonides included
in this category, for it is his conception, and his alone, that I have in mind
when I use the word superstition. (The word itself, as distinct from the

concept, is not part of Maimonides' lexicon, and I realize that many would
prefer the term "popular belief.") In.his Letter on Astrology Maimonides
writes that it is not proper to accept something as true unless it falls into one

of the following three categories:
l) It can be proven, such as arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy;
2) It is perceived tfuough the senses;

3) It is received as tradition from the prophets or the righteous ones of
previous generations. r8

The various superstitions I will be looking at were regarded by Mai
rnonides as falling into none of these three categories. Yet the fact remains
that there is a great deal of arbitrariness in Maimonides' approach. What he

chooses to consider a true belief cannot really be explained by these three
categories, but should be regarded as a reflection of his own philosophical
hiases.

I say this because the three categories he sets forth are in no way
controversial and could easily be accepted by many medieval Jewish scholars
who believed in the superstitions Maimonides rejects. For example, the
lu(lvocates of astrology could claim that the veracity of their science was
proven and was not, as Maimonides argued, based on a false conception of
t:rrusation. Second, and even more important for our purposes, was that they
could claim, with obvious justice, that the truth of astrology was attested in
thc 'lalmud, thus placing it squarely into Maimonides' third category.

l' (i)mnrentary to Arod.oh Zarah 4.7.
l" ln his youthlul Treatise on aogi. Maimonides suggested four categories: sens€

lx,r ( cllli(,n, primary intelligibles, conventions, and traditions. See Lemer, "Maimonides'
l.r.rrcr ()D Astrology," I45. I do not know why he chose to abandon his earlier formula-
ltrrr
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Similarly, the believers in demons, who in medieval times included

virnralty all Jewish thinkers, could argue that demons were perceived through

the senses, putting this belief into Maimonides' second category. Although
the believers lnay never have seen or conversed with demons themselves,

enough of their predecessors and contemPoraries had in order to make this

argument valid.'e Also, as Maimonides' opponents never tired of Pointing
out, the existence of demons is attested throughout rabbinic literature, if not

in the Torah itself, thus satisrying Maimonides' third condition.2o

Having said this, I think it is clear that when Maimonides rejects this or
that superstition, he is actually imposing his own philosophical biases on the

categories which he believes represent an objective standard. Maimonides

may truly b€lieve that astrology is nonsense, that demons are not observable,

and that neither ofthese things are attested to in authentic rabbinic teachings,

yet these are points about which leamed medievals disagreed. Thus, I think the

best definition that can be given as to what Maimonides regards as superstition
is any beliefor practice which in ,is opirrian resulted from ignorance, fear of
the unknown, trust in magic, or a false conception ofcausation.2r

re To give one example of many, Natrmanides, who was far from Sullible, writes ar

follows (Kituei Rambai, ed. Ch. Chavel, vol. I [Jerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook, l99ll
381): rml oirrDftrDr Dnx o'n)par ,onx o'vr:uat o'trn'r:r: Ptovl r"ulx n:au rlr'::'nvao
orr:, n!::.

m See, for example, Hasdai Crescas, U ha-Shem 4. 6, who writes, witi reference to
demons: Dlnr 

'it 
naxnu mDlx: 'luDtl oDlDn:o Ev ,"n 'lfl:r irn: ltuD Enx'!!D r9h. scc

also R. Joseph ben Shem Tov's similar comment in his translation of Crescas' Billul Iqqarei

ha-Nolri.n, ed, D. Lasker (Ramat Can: Bar llan University Press, 1990) 93 (kindly brought
to my a(tention by Professor l,asker): x!: o }(,rD E E$Pb DrD)nn *r:'1 :'11) ,orf'|n)i] DDD

'rxD nbEtrDD ruo x'in,pEo. R. Abraham Shalom, /Vevelr Sralon (Venicc, 1575) 29a" writas

(boEowing some of Crescas' words): x pa: ;:n 9r lrim:t r::l: ut o,l'anr o'roto;r rh
oy !.r tt'nt:t rt:'r:t ,r'mt oD'rlDD En rrD Dhx p'm' .otor)'o:: oxn E '!Dn mfrbr Enyr

DTn hx nDxn:t,t!rx: IDD!] oD'rDND. For appeals to rabbinic Iiteraturc in o.dcr to countcr

Maimorides' general repudiation ofsuperstilion, in addition to many ofthe sources cited io thc

succeeding notes, see Nahmanides' commentary to Deuteronomy 18:9; R. Solomon ben Adrct,
She'elot u-Teshuvol ha-Rashba, vol. I (Bnei Brak, 1982\ ra. 413 (=Teshuvot ha-Rashba, cd. H.

Dimitrovsky, vol. I Uerusalem: Mossad ha-Rav Kook, 19901 chapter 2l); R. Nissim Ccrondi,
Derahot ha-Ran, ed. L. Feldman (Jerusalem: Shslcm, 1977) 5H0, 2l+220; R. Avi.d S.r
Shalom Basile6, rmuat Hahhatuirn (M^ntva, 1730) p. l9a; R. IsaacHa\et, Mogrn u4Tinoh
(Bnei Brak, 1985) 34a-b.

,r A good example of Maimonides' arbitrariness can be seen with regard to thc issuc

ofabiogenesis (spontaneous generation), the existence of which is (hc basis of ccrtain
halakhot in the Talmud, halakhot which are also recorded by Maimonides; scc SAalDal

ll. 2-3, Ma'a*:halnl Asumt 2.23, Shc'ar Awt ha.Tum'ah 4. I I (scc also his commcntary

M-{IMONIDEAN HAI-AKIIAH AND SUPERSTITION

A central goal of this article is to try and understand why there are
some cases where Maimonides simply omits a law based on superstition,
and others where he quotes the law but gives a different rationale than
that offered by the Talmud. It is certainly incorrect to say that Maimonid€s
would quote superstitious halakhot, even if he did not accept the superstition,
because he was simply recording a Talmudic halakhah.,, This view ignores
the obvious, namely, that Maimonides does leave out numerous halakhot
based on superstition.

Many ofthe Talmudic halakhot based on superstition concem demons, and
Maimonides' denial of their existence can therefore be seen in his halakhic
codification. It is true that Maimonides never explicilly denies that demons
cxist,23 but the implication of many of his statements leads to this necessary

r' Shabbal 14. 1). In his commentary to Hullit 9.6, Maimonides accepts the sciendfic

l>ossibility ofabiogenesis, even though he admits thar he does nor understand how it can
bc explained. He does not reject it because, as he states, many people claimed to have
(,bserved the process. This suflices to place it into Maimonides' second caregory. (See

irlso his commentary to Behhorot 8.2, Nilda, 3. 2, and especially Sefet haMi?ol, negattve
( r)mmandment 179, where Maimonides is more adamant, claiming that only the masses,
who are ignorant of natural science, deny abiogenesis). Yet many people also claimed
r() have secn demons, magic, erc. and Maimonides rejects these phenomena. Clearly,
when Maimonides has convinced himself that something belongs ro the rea.lm of the
irnpossible, the testimony of witnesses is not enough to transfer it to a privileged place
ill his second category.

tt Malbim, Anot htt-Hay\iz 4. 4, writes: nDrnn lD fx ,.. iI f'r g'DDn, ry,:rr| rl r; o"roh
t)r'D xlDD KtD ft p'nyn D":Dtit D. However, at the beginning of his conunent Malbim
docs mention some examples which Maimoddes omits fiom his Code! Apparentl, Malbim
ilrrtinSuishes between Talmudic ;'riirll, which, in his opinion, Maimonides omits, alld Talmudic

l'1, e/hich Maimonides includes.
I ln his commentary to Avodah Zorah 4.1 Maimonides rcgards as nonsense the notion that

rnrc can talk to a demon. This, however, is not an explicit rcjection oflhe existence ofdemons.
It. Shcm Tob ben Isaac Shaprut (sec Lester A. Segsl, "Latc-Fourteenth Century Perception
ol ( lassical Jewish Lorc," F/Dm Ancient lsrael to Moden Judaism, cds. Jacob Neusner, et
rrl, vol. 2 [Atlanta: Scholars Prcss, 1989] 221); R. Joseph ben Shem Tov in his translation
('l llasdai Crescas' Bit ul lqqarei ha.Noriry 93; and R. Joseph l{afth, Kenvi4 vol. 2
(lcrusalemi Ha-Va'ad ha-Kelali li-Qehilat ha-Temanim bi-Yerushalafm, 1989) 600-601,
lx)i|lt to Cu r'.r 3. 46, as a denial ofdemons. However, a close reading ofthe chapter does
rrot lcveal this to be the case. Maimonides is only speaking about the various practices
ol thc Sabians in their attempt to communicate with demons, not with demons Irr ra
lr ir(ldition, the passage he quotes from rhe SaF', speaks of the heathens worshipping
hlirldnary things such as thcir i'rlirf:, which Maimonides utrderstands to mean ..shrdow."

(llcprding "shadow worship," scc also his commentary to Hzllir 2. 9: nxt::n nhlt) llDll. x)r,
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conclusion, a conclusion that was well understood by R. Elijah of Mlna when

he condemned Maimonides for this denial.'?a Of course, this awareness of
Maimonides' rejection of demons was common knowledge for a long time

before R. Elijah.'5 Yet still, it is significant that many rabbinic authorities were

oblivious to this. For example, R. Samuel Sapurto is quick to respond to those

who attacked Maimonides, based on the Al-flarizi translatiot of the Guifu,

for denying the existence of demons. After noting the inaccuracy of

.;Trn 1n'r: nSrt Trrn;: 
1nt:o nr':ur ')v: nrPu orDlND !!: ;lmll nx :'nDn n)' lEltl 111') All

this hai nothing to do with whether or not demons arc imaginary. In Gaide 3 29, Maimonides

does refer negatively to demons, yet he does not explicitly reject thei. exislence; see also

Guide l. 63.1n the Al-Harizi fanslatio[ of Guidz l. 51 one finds lhe following: !P:r]

or:u;r !rp: )v rDD. ln other words, Al-Harizi has Maimonides saying that Aristotle has

proven the non-existence of demons. However, Al F.{arizi misread 7az = atom as Jin =

drnoz, and this in turn led to mistranslations' in medieval l,atin and Castilian versions

of ttre Guidz; see J. Perles, "Die in einer Miinchener Handschrift aufgefundene erste

Iateinische Ubersetzung des Maimonideschen 'Fiihrers,'" MGW,124 (1875): 69-70' and

Ha)yim Irshem, Sha bbat u'Mo'adzi Yismel. vol.3 (Tel Aviv, 1969)371 lt should. however'

be ;oted that R. Abraham Maimonides, Mil.lamot ha$hem, ed. R. Margaliyot, 55, leaves

no doubt that his father denied the existence of demons See also his essay on the

Aggdat, (ibid..,94), where he states that all Talmudic stories dealing witi demons did

not actually occur but were the product of dreams.
?a Comment to Yoreh De'ah 179. 13. R JosePh Saul Nathanson, Shoel u'Methiv'

Second Series. vol.4, no. 87, calls attention to Maimonides' failure to explicitly reject

the existence ofdemons, while at the same time omittin8 demon_related halakhot from

his Code. Nathanson explains that although Maimonides did not believe in demons,

nevertheless: i]!r IDXD ll'No ']bl} nfl N)l ,hD:r, nDllP ]nxlr. That is, in rejecting something

widely accepted by his coreligionists, Maimonides realized that subtlety was called fot
r5 See e.g., the attack on Maimonides in the poems ofR. Solomon ben Meshullam da Piera,

published bt Ha,ryim B rcdy, Yedi'ot ha-Makhon le-Ileqet hb'Shbah ha'Iuri, 4 (1938): 33: ]f
IrlDn F / l.'l'p lDr'/ E'Ion }' / E lr. See also iDrd, 55, where he refers in Pa(icular to halakhot

which are concemed with demons: DIDrlE nDt / D"rh hu:l / o"rDn f:v: / D''!, u) ul. (Dariel

lercfiry Sllve\ Maitnonidean Criticism and the Maimoniilean Corrovels, [Leiden: E. J. Brill,

19651 193, tenders this passage as follows: "We have witnesses in the matter of evil spirits,

The class of destroying angels actually brought into being certain laws." The second part of
this ranslation is entircly incorrect, for ErDrD nD)n / Erlln nln:l refers to Maimonides and

other philosophers whose denial of demons leads them to contradict halakhot.) See also lsaac

Abarbanel's commentary lo Deut. 18: 9; R. Joseph ben Shem Tov's comment in his translstion

of f.Iasdai Crescas' Biuul Iqqarei hl'No\rir4 93; Rasilea, Emunat Hahhanil. lSbi R,

Joseph Ergas, Shomo Emunim (Jerusalem, 1965), 11; R. Joseph Solomon Delmedigo,

ErinN (Amsterdam, 1628), 83; R. Manasseh ben lsrael, Nishmal Halrim (Lvov' 1852), 3.
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this translation, he stresses that nowhere in Maimonides' writings does

he deny the existence of demons.26 Among other scholars, R. David

ben Samuel ha-Kokhavi,2? R.Joseph Colon,28 R. Moses ibn Habib,a R.

Solomon ben Moses of Chelm,3" R. Joshua Falk,3' R. Yedidyah Samuel
'Iarikah,32 R. Zev Turbovitz,ts and R. Isaac Nissim3a are unambiguous
in their contention that Maimonides did believe in demons, or as they
irre often referred to in the Talmud, ruah ra'ah.55 From the implication
of their statements, there is no doubt that this is also the view of
R. Abraham ben David,36 Rabbenu Manoa!,3? R. Joseph Karo,38 R.

loel Sirkes,3e R. Abraham di Boton,ao R. Vidal of Tolosa,ar R. Shem

tt Ginzei Nistarot 4 (1878)t 62.
\1 Seler ha-Battitn ed. Moses Hershler (erlsalem: Shalem, 1983), vol.2' p.278.

'1s 
Eliiah David Pines, ed., Hid.dushei u'Fnushei ha'Mahariq 0erusalem: Makhon

Ycrushalayim, 1984) 169.
1' Toselet Yom ha-QipPurim (Pietrokov, 1912) to Yoma 77b,
\" Mihevel h0.Mishtuat (ferusalem, 1956\ ro Mishneh Torab Shenitat Asot 3.2.
\ Dnishalu Orah Hayim l8l. 4, Yoreh De'ah 716.7.

" B.n Yed.id (Silo ika,1806), to Mishneh Torala Tefillah 7. a.
tl Ztu Mi:hnah (Warsaw, l9O4\, to Mishneh Tomh, Shzoilat Asor 5. 2. After explaining

Mlirnonides' view he writes: l"tl E:o: fDxD Drxo n':t !9 l,l lx'rlnD InlS) n:lun fDDl
b"D, DriD8lit-

" yein ha-Tov (le tsalem, 1979) 11-14.
11 R. David Meir Frish, Yad Meir (Lenberg, l88l), First Series, no, 19, creates an

nr rilicial distinction beLween nral.r ra'ah and J,lriDla (another q?e of demon). According
tr, lrim, Maimonides denies the existence of rrai /a'ai but accepts the existence of

r" Sce his iasragal to Mishneh Torah Tefillin 4. \9 (recorded in Kesel Mishneh).
17 (i)mmentary to M hneh Tomh, Shetitat Asor 3. 2 (included in the Frankel edition

nl tl\c Mishnzh Tora, Uerusalem, 1975]).
r^ Sce Beit Yosel, Et)en ha-Ezra 17, t\atperhaps Maimonides believed lhat peoPle were

rx, l(nrgcr able to properly distinguish the characteristics of a demon: pria'Pl xt tl'!'tn'l
nn::r irlnf::. See also KesefMishneh, Tefllah,1.8, Berakhot 6. 16, Gerushin 2. 13 and 13. 23,

whcrc Kaao does not recognize the Maimonidean pattem of omitting demon-related halakhot.
tu lloyil Hadash, Eun ha-Ezer 17.
t't l.ebtm Mishneh, Gerushin 2. 13 and 13. 23. See also his comment to Ahurn 11.9

wlrcrc hc seems to be saying that Maimonides believed in the power ofdivinarion.
ttSec Magid Mishneh Gerushin 13. 23, where he is totally oblivious ro the Mai-

Inrnr can pattern of omitting demon-related halakhot. He can only say: lDn *) l:r:tl
nll .t tmn! xh Dr': n! f:D. For simil& obliviousoess among more recent authors, see R.

lhyyhn Zvi Mannheimer, ,in ha-Bedolaly (Brooklyn, 1981) no. 11, and R. Yehiel Mikhel
llrrlrriftf, /,.r/ Yam (Yiha,l898) no. 15.

MAIMONIDEA\N HAI"{KHAH AND SUPERSTITION
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Tov Ibn Gaon,{2 R. Samuel ben Uri Shraga Phoebus,ar R. Solomon
Cohen,aa R. Samuel Yevin,{s and R. Jehiel Mikhel Epstein.a6 The fact
that these rabbinic authorities were oblivious to the obvious implication
of Maimonides' many statements, shows how unfathomable it was in
their mind that Maimonides, the Talmudist par excelknce, could reject
the truth of so many explicit Talmudic passages

Another view has Maimonides adopting a position similar to that ex-

pressed by R. Solomon Luria,aT which was anticiPated in a more limited
manner by the Tosafists.a8 According to this view, Maimonides does not
deny that in Talmtdic days rual.r ra'ai was a clear danger; it isjust that in
post-Talmudic days it ceased to exist.{e This exPlanation removes much
of the radicalism from Maimonides' position, for there is no longer
any philosophical differences between Maimonides and the Talmud.
Rather, their statements simply reflect varied circumstances. There is

t}tus no difference between Maimonides' view regarding demons and
the commonly accepted notion that one could no longer rely on the
medical advice in the Talmud, not because the sages erred, but because

4, M;gdal OL TertUah 7.8.
u Beit Shmucl, D)ra ha-Ezz| 17. 26
{{ Commentary to Mirrwh Torai Cmuhin 2. 13 (p. 475 in the Frankel edition). See

also Beit Shmuzl. Eocn ha-Eztr 141.28.
r, lmrei Shtultzl to R. Elljah of Vilna, Mo'are,i ilav oerusalem, 1990) no. 95.
6 Aruhh ha.Shulban, Eten ht-Ezct, 17. 65, 147. 99.
t7 Yam Shel Shlomo (Ne$, York, 1953) fl lrtn, chapter 8, nos. 12, 31. See also R. Israel

Lipschuetz, Tiloel Yitrazl to Sanhtbin 7. 7, section Eoal nore 3.
aB flullin lOTb s. v. hatarn. The Tosafists are often mistakenly understood lo have

advocated the same position as Luria, namcly, that there is no longer any rual.t ra'ah in
exisrence. However, this is incorrect for the Tosalists explicidy state that their view is

only applicable to the specific type of rzat ra'arr then under discussion: nn;rnu 1xD'o!
1]':'l nrlrD nrt. A simila. fomulatioo is found in Tosafot Yoma 77b s. v. mi-srwt.' fllg '!!
nr')'Dn ]tx: n'rrD n,l nr nn . Neither citation says anything about othet fo.fis of ruah rd'ah
and the second citation leaves open the possibility rhat even this type of ruall ra'ah may
be found in other places. Furthermore, as we shall see, the permission to wash onc'r
hands on Yom Kippur moming, which is not disputed by the Tosafists, is based on thc
acceplance of ntall ra'ah.

rs See e.9., Lehem MishnelL Shel.)itat Asor 3. 2; Malbim, Aqot ha.ryq)i,L 4. 4; R.

Alexander Sendor, Telruot Shor (Le$berg, 1885) section Erihor Shor to Shobbal 82v (p.
2?la); R. Mordekhai Bisk, Sfu'clnl u-Terhutot Mahamm Brisl, vol. | (Brooklyn, 1990) no.
l0; R. Eliezer David Creenwald, q,r.a b-Dorid (Brooklyn, 1973) Onl flayyia no. l;P,.
Shabbetai Kehat Gross, Meta B.n i q,hat (Jerusalem, 1982) 39.

MAIMONIDEAN HAT-AKHAH AND SUPERSTITION

the nature of the world had changed. It is even reported in the name of
R. Menahem Mendel of Kotzk that since Maimonides knew that God
accepted his rulings, he therefore "decided" that demons were not in
existence in order to ensure that this would, in fact, be the casels

A different approach is taken by R. Hayyim Eleazar Shapira.5l

According to him, Maimonides was well aware of the existence of
dcmons, yet his actions were along the lines of an averah lishmah. lrt
other words, by using his great influence he as able, thiough his
denial of demons and other supernatural manifestations, to keep large
scgments of the Jewish population from involving themselves with
rnagic and thus violating Torah prohibitions. Since they regarded it as

lalse, it was easy for them to separate themselves from it.
This approach is actually similar to Maimonides' own notion of

"rrecessary beliefs" which, as we have seen, is found in both Guidz 3.

?tt and the Letter on Astrology. What led Shapira to this view, and he
rays so explicitly, is his inability to accePt the fact tlat Maimonides,
rhc Talmudist par extellznce, would reject out of hand a belief which
appears throughout the Talmud. That numerous other writers, who
also shared Shapira's great respect for Maimonides'Talmudic learning,
rlid not feel so bound is most illustrative of Shapira's restricted view of
what constitutes authentic Jewish doctrine.52

A more sophisticated approach is found in the commens of a

rrrodcrn scholar, Jos6 Faur,5e For one, he sees no philosophical con-
rklcrations which can be said to have influenced Maimonides to deny
tlrc existence of demons, since with the exception of Avicenna, all
irrJx)rtant Arab philosophers accepted their existence.5a The same is

Ir rrc regarding the Greek philosophers, including Aristode. That there is

f' Ychczkel Brandsdofier, kqcl neo |ar ha-fraslt oerusalem, 1976) 22.
\t Diut i Torah. vol. 6 (Munkacz, 1933) no. 54. See also the similar view of R. Zvi

Yrhrdah Kook, Sihot ha-Rao Zvi Yehudah: B$eishi.l, ed. S. Aviner (erusalem, 1993)

I05-297,310-312.
it Scc also DirrTri Iola[ vol. 5, no. 70, where such an attitude leads him to deny rhe

flrth.nricity of certain sections ofthe Guidr. For discussion ofsome aspects ofShapira's
kleology, see Allan L. Nadler, "The War on Modemity of R. Hayyim Elazar Shapira of
Mmrltlct.," Modcm Ja.dairm l4 (1994): 233-264.

tt lyunim l-2.
x !'rur is not correct in this as Averroes also denied the existence of dehons. S€e

Mrrf tr Stcinrchneidcr, Dic Hcffiitcfua Ubasctzuryra da Mitul4A.rs und dic Jubt ak
l\lntnchn 11893; Graz, Akademische Druck- und Verlaganstalt, 1956) 155.
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no necessary contradiction between affirming the existence of demons
and being a Jewish philosopher is also seen in the fact that Crescas
accepted their existence.55 According to Faur, Maimonides' omission of
demons from his Code is due to the fact that, similar to what we noted
regarding astrology, they have no connection to halakhah. That this
latter point is mistaken will be obvious to all after we have examined
the evidence.

Faur also claims that. Maimonides' belief in demons is seen in Gzidz
I. 7, where he quotes a "Midrash" which says: "During the entire period
ofa hundred and thirty years, when Adam was under rebuke, he begot
spirits."56 Maimonides thereupon adds that rhe meaning of spirits is
demons. However, when one examines what Maimonides writes earlier
in this chapter, there is no doubt that what he has in mind is people
who have not developed their intellects.5T In addition, Faur admits that

'5 Or ha-Shem 4:6. R. Joseph A.lbo apparently also believed in demons; see Se/et
ha.lqqarim 3.8.Yet the fact remains thar virtually all other importanr post,Maimonidean

Jewish philosophers lil rejecr rhe existence of demons. Furthermore, their opponents
recognized that ir wzls their philosophical inclinarions which led rhem ro rhis posirion.
See Alexander Altmann, "Cersonides' Commentary on Averroes' Epitome of Pama
Naturalia,ll.S: Annotated Critical Edition," P,4AJIR 46-47 (1978-1979): 10, note 15; R.
Meir Aldabi, Sheoilei Ernunah $erusalem, 1990) 394-395; R. Abraham Biba:go, Dzt hh
EmuaaD (Constantinople, 1522) 39c; R. Joseph ben Shem Tov's commenr in Hasdai
Crescas' Bittul lqqarei,[a-Nozrir4 93; R. Shem Tov b. Shem Tov, S.Jfrr ha.Em rwt (Ferrara,
t556) 5. l; R. Menahern lioni, ltfunzi Ziyoni (Rrooklyn, 1985) 25. Wiri regard ro
pre-Maimooideans, Abraham Ibn Ezm, whose love for asrrology is well known, agreed
with Maimonides when it came to demons. See his commentary to Leviticus l7:7. See
also Dov Schwartz, "Various Forms of Magic in Fourreenrh Century Spanish Jewish
Thought" PAAJfR 57 (1991): 33-35 [Hebrew], who discusses an influenrial medieval
work falsely attributed to Ibn Ezra, which presenb a different picrure ofrhe latter's view
of demons. (For lbn Ezra's rejection of the elficacy of magic, see his commentary to
Lcviticus l9:31.)

n See Eruvin l8b which is very similar ro Maimonides' quote. See also the related
passages in Brrarli, ft abbah 20. 2a, 24- 6.

'7 See Narboni, Efodi, Shem Tov and Abarbanel to Guidz 1.. 7; R. Solomon ben
Adret, She'elot u-T$huvot ha-Rashb4 \o1.1, no. 414 (end); R. Zvi Hirsch Chajes, Xol Srfri
Mahara4 Chojes, rol. I (Jerusalem, 1958) 455; R. Menahem Kasher, Tomh Shzbrnah, vol,
2 (erusalem, 1929) 351, note 33; Saul Lieberman, Hilkhot hi-Yeturhatmi (New Yorkl
Jewish Theological Seminary ofAmerica, lg48) 15, note 124. See also R. Solomon Duran,
Milhem.l Mi4vah (letusalem, 1970) 34b, who writes, wirhout reference to Maimonides'
view: irr v'l Dlt ,, !p'rD D fix rD npb Eivrb: fTD' I'Dlln Erx i:: xlx oar prtr t';r'o ttl
IDp x.P) )": ]'DrD: nrnDDD OtX b mn .ro.
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<lemons (shed.im\ are identical with what is known in Talmudic literature
',\s ruah ra'ah and it can be easily shown that Maimonides denied the
cxistence of rual ra'ah.

Finally, even if one were to assume that Faur is correct that demons
irre not mentioned in the Mishneh Torah because they have no con-
rrcction with halakhah, what is one to do with rhe examples from the
( ilmmentary on the Mishnah in which, while explaining a sickness,
Maimonides subsdtutes a medical reason tbr the Talmudic rationale of
it being the work of a demon? Here Maimonides is acting in his role
irs commentator, not halakhist, and he still removes the superstitious
pirssages in question.5s

'fhe following are all of the examples in which I believe it is apparent
tlrat Maimonides was forced to confront superstition in Talmudic
h:rlakhah.

Bnakhot 3a: "Our Rabbis taught: 'There are tiree reasons why one
nrust not go into a ruin: because of suspicion [that a woman may
lx. waiting for him there], because of falling debris, and because of
rlcrrrrrns."'This halakhah is codified in two places, Tefi.llah 5.6t'e and
lloztuh u-Shernirat ha-Nefesh 12. 6. In the first example, Maimonides
rirnply cites the halakhah without giving any reasons, while in the

'" Sce his commentary to Shabbat 2.5 a'],d Eruuin 4. l. In thcse sources Maimonides
\n,l|qcts ruab ra'ah in a naturalistic aashion, despile the facr rhat the Talmud rcg'ards
lt ,rr l (lcmon. (Needless to say, this is also how rua,tr ra'ah s to be understood when
lt r\ r clcrred to by Maimonides in the Mishnzh Toruh.) ln his commenrary ro Cirli,
7 l, Mirimonides explains, contrary to Gillin 67b, that qordiakos ir nor a demon bur
rnrlx1 ir sickness (see also Meiri ad loc.). ln fact, he could have pointed out that the
fr.rrrralcrrr 

'falmud, in its discussi<_rn of qord,iahos (Gi!!in 1. 1, Tarunot l. l), makes no
rxf.rrirrf ol'demons. (For a modern medical analysis of qordiahos, see Yehudah kvi,
"WhAt i:\ Qordiahos," , ssia 6 [989]:59-60 [Hebrew]. See also the earlier discussion
lt l,rc(l R()sner, Mcdicinc in the Bibb anl, ltu Talrru.d [New York: Krav, 1977), 6l-65.)
Wltln'ur g()ing too t'ar afield, I should note that there are times when Maimonides
rrll,rirrs a passage in accordance wirh its plain meaning, which has no superstilious
r,h.rrrcrrts, yct other commentalors do read lhe passage in a superstilious manner. See
r, g , Rirrhi, Nozir 65b s,y, u-ae-mar'eh and compare this to Maimonides' commenlary to
lu'ttn 2. 2 ,rnd Mel.tusrei Kaplarah 2.2. In this instance we need nor attempt to explain
Mrrltllorridcs' opinion, with which the Tosafists agree (Nazir 65b s. v. be-siiuhi). Rarher,
l{r rlx)ukl rry ro cxplain why Rashi felt rhe need [o bring demons inro whar appears to
lr ir irr irighr li)rward halakhah. For one arrempted solurion, see lr?qurim ro Nazir 9. 4
(ln lllrrrl iD lhc Vilna cdirion of thc Mishnah).

a' Scr Ktstf Mihnch and Lclad Mi^shnc\ ad loc.
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second he is clear that the reason is because of danger. Maimonides
is obviously unconcerned about demons' The fact that the issue of
suspicion is not mentioned, even though this has nothing to do with
superstition, further illustrates that Maimonides did not regard the

reasons offered by the Talmud as binding.fl
Brakhot 4b-5a:

"R. ]oshua b. tevi says: Though a man has recited the shzma in the
synagogue, it is a religious act to recite it again upon his bed- . - . R.

Na[man, however, says: Ifhe is a scholar, then it is not necessary. Abaye

says: Even a scholar should recite one verse of supplication. . . . R. Isaac

says: If one recites the shema upon his bed, it is as though he held a

two€dged sword in his hand [Rashi: to kill the demons]. . . . R. Isaac says

further: If one recites the shema upon his bed, the demons keep away

from him."

TheJerusalem Talmud writes: "R. Huna in the name of R.Joseph: 'On
what basis must one recite the shema in his house in the evening? So

that he may chase away the demons" (Berakhot l. 1). We thus see that
the recitation of the shema upon the bed was tied in with protection
from demons. Apparently, since a scholar is constantly studying, he is
already protected. Therefore, R. Nalrman rules that he is not required
to recite this shzma. Maimonides codifies the law as follows: "He then
reads the first section of the shema and sleeps. If he is overcome by
drowsiness he reads even if it be only one verse [of the stezu] or verses

of a supplicatory character and sleeps" (Tdillnh 7.2). Maimonides has

omitted R. Nahman's view that a scholar need not recite the final
slwna. That is, because he rejecs the Talmud's demon-related reason
Maimonides does not place the scholar in a special category. This then
Ieads him to adopt the view of Abaye, originally stated with regard to
scholars, and formulate it as a generally applicable rule.6t

6 Seelevinger, Darhhzi ha-Mdbashauh 172-114. Meiri al ror., discusses both dangcr
and suspicion, but omits any mention of demons. Whereas Maimonidcs uses the word
:rDx in codirying the law, Meiri regards the Talmudic passage as merely reflecting: uD)nn nnD
Dn'D'DlDDl. (A separate study is needed to analyze how Meiri deals with sup€rstition ard whst
his relationship is to Maimonides in this respect. In this paper I thought it would b€ hclpful to
make brief mention of Meiri's view with regard to the examples cited.)

6f See l,evinger, Darir4i ha-Mabashatah l5l-152. Meiri has a vcrT original inter?rc
tation: rL:Di] nurl liltp'pr,T ,o'tnfn nD'n E Erlnlin ErP'!D ',rx nu'lr.uPrDn nx n't:nt

MAIMONIDEAN HALAKHAH AND SUPERSTITION

Bsrakhot l8a: "R. tliyya and R. Jonathan were once walking about
in a cemetery, and the blue fringe of R. Jonathan was trailing on the
ground. Said R. Hiyya to him: 'Lift it up, so that they [the dead] should
rx>t say: 'Tomorow they are coming to join us and now they are
insulting us!' " Since, in Maimonides' view, dead people do not observe
rhe actions of humans, he omits this law. Furthermore, as Maimonides
could well point out, the Talmud never indicates that this is a generally
applicable law rather than simply a conversation between two amoraim.

'Ihere is a similar halakhah on the same page of Talmud. "A man
slrould not walk in a cemetery with tefillin on his head or a scroll of the
L:rw in his arm, and recite the slrezz4 and if he does so, he comes under
tlrc heading of 'He that mocketh the poof2 blasphemeth his Maker'
(11'ov. 17: 5)." Maimonides records this halakhah since it is not based
rrlxrn superstition. That is, the verse from Proverbs is directed at the
living, and, unlike the previous example, there is no assumption that
tlr<: dead realize they are being mocked.6

Berakhot 43b:.'Our Rabbis taught: Six things are unbecoming for a
rclrolar. . . . Some add that he should not take long strides." Following
this llaraita the Talmud examines each of the examples listed. The
rcason given for the last example is "because a Master has said: Long
rtridcs diminish a man's eyesight by a five-hundreth part. What is

onD ilnlD: mDD xnn n'rxln nIJn h, xtp'D)r hr'tun nr]Dm trD! t)u ED; nx ln'). See also
Ahrrhum Sofer, ed., .f/ibbur ha-Teshuvah oerusalem, 1976) 574. ln Hithhot hn-Yttllthabni
ll). rlx allthor also records the reason lP\bit nx nrlfi,. This would appear to show that
llr luthor is not Maimonides, although the late Prof. Levinger conrmented to me that, not
h$wrn8 the criteria by which this work was composed, it is possible that Maiftonides could
hrvc includcd a passage the basis of which he did not agree with. Lieberman's attempl to
xfldcnttlnd this passage in a Maimonidean vein is very far-fetched, as was noted by Levinger,
l\ *h i ha-Mahashava,l. 152, note 185. For R. Abraham Maimonides' view of the final
thtwr, x'c S{cr ha-Maspih h-Ovdzi haShzn, ed. N. Dana (Ramat Gan: Bar llan, 1989),
I,t,t 2,t5.

" ort rrr5 l. c. the dead, who are "poor" iII precepts.

" Qtri at Sheno 3. 2, Tert i,t 4. 23; Sefer Torah 10. 6; Avel 14. 13. It is perhaps significant
llut Mlimonidcs never actually mentions the phrase prt rrr); see Yizhak Aie,li, Einayin
l', ,lrlrrl,.1 (Jcrusslcm, 1941) Berakhor, ad loc., arrd Kafrh, Ke.tauim 622. See also Yehudah
f'af rrri, "Mirin)onides' Position Concerning Loeg b-Rash" Yelrul h4-Yo1)eht (New York:
l'rrlrlvir tjnivcr$ity, 1986) 248-251 [Hebrew]. S,hz{raz AruAla Orufi HayJim 23. I and
lln.l lt?' h 367. 4, IbllowinS the luri merges the halakhah regarding z4i, wirh the
rrll,rriltiorr ol ot) tn). Thc samc spproach is followed by Mciri.
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the remedy? He can restore it with [drinking] the sanctification wine
of Sabbath eve." A similar passage is found in Shabbat. 113b where,
however, it is stated flatly that no one is to take long strides, the reason
being that one's eyesight will be diminished.

Maimonides writes as follows: "A scholar should not run in a public
place after the fashion of the mad. . . . Even from the way a person walks
it is apparent whether he is wise and sensible or foolish and imprudent"
(De'ot 5. 8). Maimonides records the opinion of the Rabbis as quoted
in Bnahhol while discarding the Talmud's superstitious reason and
substituting a rational one, namely, the need to prevent a scholar from
being dishonored. He no doubt believed that his reason was shared
by the Rabbis and the superstitious reason was a later, inauthentic,
explanation. Because of this, Maimonides also neglects to record the
passage from Slza bbat accordirlg to which all people should refrain from
taking long strides. In this passage it is clear that the only reason to
refrain from doingso is to prevent one from losingone's eyesight. There
is no way to separate this advice-prohibition from the superstition since
the author of this statement himself explains his reasoning. Not seeing
any reason why laymen should avoid taking great strides, Maimonides
omits any mention of the passage in Shabbat.v

Similarty, in Berahhot 43b it is stated that a scholar should not go
out alone at night so as not to arouse suspicion, unless he has an
appointment (Rashi: to study). Maimonides records this, including the
reason, in Da'o15. 9. The reason givenin Berakhol is totally rational and
is only directed towards the scholar.65 However, in Pesahim lI2b one
finds a parallel passage which is directed rowards all people. According
to it one should not go out aL night, "i.e. on the nights of either
Wednesday or the Sabbath, because Igrath t}le daughter of Mahalath

fl A passage similar to the Shabbat text appea$ in To'anit tob. Here too, all people arc
cautioned against taking great strides. However, unlike in Srabbar, ftis caution appea$ in a

Baraita without any explanation. The superstitious reason is given in a later explanation ofthc
Baraita. Thus, had Maimooides wished, he could have relied upon the non-supe$titious fa 4rr1
Baraita to preclude laymen fiom taking great strides. This assumes, of course, that he could
have come up with a reason for this restriction. Meiri omits any mention of the passagcs ill
Berakhot, Shabbat, and Ia drL thus signiryiog his rejection ofthe',walkin8" superstition.

65 ln Hullin gla \t is 
^lso 

srared riat a scholar should nor go our alone ar nighr, and
although no explicit rationale is otlered, the context seems to male ir clear that it is duc
to demons. Cf- Tosafot, ad loc., s. \. ,ni-kan.
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[the queen of demons] and 180,000 destroying angels go forth, and
each has permission to wreak destruction independently." Needless to
say, this passage finds no echo in the Mishneh Torah.

Berakhol 5la: The following laws are stated: Do not take your shirt
from the hand of your attendant when dressing in the morning. Do
not let water be poured over your hands by one who has not already
washed his own hands. Do not return a cup of asParagus brew to
anyone save the one who has handed it to you. Do not stand in front of
women when they are returning from the Presence of a dead person.
The reasons given for these laws have to do with demons and the Angel
of Death. Maimonides omits them all.66

Berakhot llb "R. Assi also said: 'One should not say Grace over the
cup of punishment.' What is the cup of punishment? R. Nahman b.
Isaac said: 'a second cup.'It has been taught similarly: He who drinks
an even number should not say grace." Here we have the problem of
zugol,67 and as Rashi explains, one involved with zugol can be harmed
by demons. The issue of zugot is also discussed at length in Pesal.tim

109b-110b, and here too it is related to harm caused by demons.
Maimonides does not include anything about zugot in his Code, a fact
easily explained by his rejection of this superstition.

Earlier I put forth the view that even though Maimonides rejects
Talmudic halakhot based on superstition, he believed that t}re wisest
sages also rejected them. This is an assumption for which Maimonides
generally would not have been able to find an explicit source. However,
this is not the case with regard to zugot, for the Talmud records: "In
the West [Ere4 Israel] they were not particular about zugot" (Pesahim

l10b).68 Maimonides could certainly have regarded this passage as both
confirmation of his view regarding the innocuous nature of zzgol, as

well as proof that there were sages who opposed this superstition.

s Meiri also does nor deal with any of *rem.
67 Regarding zugor, see D. Joel, Det Abcrglaube und. db Slellung dat Judcnthurns zu

itmsclbcn, ,,tol, I (Breslau, t88l) 60n
's Following this the Talmud continues: "This is the position in general: When one is

parlicular [about zrrSvr], tiey [the demons] are particular about him, while when one is

rxlt particular, they are not particula! about him. Nevertheless one should rake heed."
AlthouSh rhis particular passag€ could be used ro jusdry disregard of zreot, since it
lcknowlcdges the eistence of demons ir is obvious t]rat Maimonides could not have
krund any supporr in it. Meiri's view ofz4go, is discussed later in this paper.

79
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Although it has often been regarded as axiomatic that Maimonides'
omission of zugot is a prime example of the way he deals with su-

perstitious halakhot, this must be called into question by the recent
publication of a work authored by Maimonides' son, R. Abraham, in
which he records an oral teaching of his father.6e According to him,
Maimonides did n ot regzrd zugot as superstition. Rather, the prohibition
of zugot is directed against, and intended to keep Jews far away from,
dualist ceremonies in which religious rites are carried out twice. By
prohibiting zugot, the sages attempted to neuralize the idolarous
practice, an approach similar to that which Maimonides ascribes to
the Torah itself with regard to a number of biblical commandments.
The demon-related reason given for the prohibition of rugol is merely
desigrred to ensure the obedience of the masses, for whom fear of
demons is a practical concern. Thus, it is a "necessary belief' of the
sort Maimonides describes in Guidz 3.28.

However, if we are to accept the accuracy of R. Abraham's ransmis-
sion of this seemingly unprecedented view,7o not to mention Fenton's
textual reconsruction, we are confronted with a problem, namely, why
did Maimonides not record the law of zugot in the Mishneh Torah?
One cannot reply that since the fear of dualism was no longer present
Maimonides chose to omit the law, for this would contradict what
he writes in Mamrim 2. 2-3 about the proper procedure for the
abolishment of rabbinic prohibitions (and I assume that zzgol falls into
this category). Presumably, Maimonides would call attention to the
requirement in Mamrim 2.2 and 6 that for such a prohibition to be
valid it must be accepted throughout all Israel and, as we have seen, the
Talmud writes that "In the West [Ere7 Israel] they were not parricular
vbovt zugot" (Pesahim 1l0b). Thus, if Maimonides were to assume that
the majority of people never accepted the prohibition of zugot, in
accordance with Mamrim 2.2 znd 6 the law would have no validity and

a Sefa ha.Maspih,222. The text is most unclear and I am following Paul B. Fenton's
suggested translation (/Qfi 82 [991]:206).

70 Among post-Maimonidean scholars, R. Balrya ben Asher also connected the
prohibirion of zugot with the desire of the sages ro keep Jews far away from dualistic
notions. See Kituei Rabbenu Bah)a, ed.. Ch. Chavel oerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook,
1970) 487. As with Maimonides, R. Bahya's interprerarion seems to be original, as hc
was unaware of R. Abraham's work. In his commentary to Cen. l: 4, he offers a different
reason for the prohibition of.rgor, which also appears to be original.
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this fact, rather than superstition, would explain his omission of it in
tl:.e Mishnzh Torah.

Berakhnl 54b: "Rab Judah said: 'Three persons require guarding,
namely, a sick person, a bridegroom, and a bride.' In a Baraita it
was taught: 'A sick person, a midwife, a bridegroom and a bride;
some add, a mourner, and some add further, scholars at night time."'
Rashi explains that these people must be guarded from evil spirits.
Presumably, Maimonides understood this passage in the same manner
and this explains why he omitted it from the Code.Tr

Berakhot 55b,56b: Halakhot relating to dreams are omitted from
the Code.72

Shabbat l2b and Sotah 33a: "Did not Rab Judah say, 'One should
ncver petition for his needs in Aramaic . . [for] the Ministering Angels
<lo not heed him, for they do not understand Aramaic?'" The notion
that angels play any sort of role in ensuring that one's prayers reach
(krd is regarded as superstitious and Maimonides therefore omits this
halakhah.Ts

Shabbat l09a states that in order to remove the rzaf ra'aD one must
wash one's hands three times, which leads many halakhic authorities to
nrlc that in the morning, before praying, this same procedure must. be
lolkrwed. However, in Tefillnh 4. 2 Maimonides merely states that one
rnust wash one's hands before praying, without mentioning anything
nlx)ut three times. Here we can identi$ the basic law, unencumbered
by superstition, which is that one must wash one's hands before prayer,
rro doubt because of cleanliness. The notion of washing three dmes

tr Mciri also omis any mention of the passage.

'r llowever, Meiri, al be, does record halakhor dealing with dreams.
ri Scc, however, his commenlary to Solah 7, I where, without mentioning the

lrlrrrudic reason, he writes:'r:yil nul: t)x,t t)!h'xlD .rt{D }.rnor I'nrn t:t. In the
Nhhnch Toruh Mrirnonides does not even ofrer this as a rccommendatio!. Cl Meiri to Srarbat
l2h *hcrc, unlikc Maimooides, hc quotes rhe law but substiucs his own reason: )x ohtS
mno 'r, rr:'r: nnrD nrDn fx rrrtrt rD: 'lll!, Idn fxu T,IED 'Dlx ltD): l')y Elx )mp
al:tpr rlm. (At thc cnd of this passage Meiri also adds another interesting ratiooalization:
n:rn r.rtb onn)D t".r EirD! i:DU T:rriu nr ErDD nu) 5): $nD ll:'yi n'Dn: Err rn rtrD. see
M.lri to Berakhot 6t whcrc thc phnse onD, n:':p is understood in the same fashion, and see
tlto l'tash Rabbeau ha-Meiri to Aw4 ed. S. Z. HavliD Ue.usalem: Ofek t9941, Intoduction,
al a7.)
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to remove tt.e ruah ra'ah is an unacceptable insertion which can be

omitted without alfecting the basic law.7a

Shabbat 128b:'lhe Mishnah states: "We may deliver a woman on the

Sabbath, summon a midwife for her from place to Place, desecrate the

Sabbath on her account, and tie up the navel string. R.Jose said: 'One

may cut it too and all the requirements of circumcision may be done on

the Sabbath.'" In discussing this law the Talmud (129b) quotes R.Jose

as also saying that "we hide the afterbirth, so that the infant may be

kept warm." In recording these halakhot in Shabbat 2. 11, Maimonides
leives out R. Jose's statement that we hide the afterbirth. Presumably,

he regarded this as a superstitious practice.Ts

Shabbat lllb: "R. F.Ianina said: 'One may not sleep in a house alone,
and whoever sleeps in a house alone is seized by Ulith.' " The reason

given for not sleeping alone seems to be inseparable from R. Hanina's
first statement and because of this Maimonides omis it from his Code.76

Pxabim l}b: "If a loaf is in a snake's mouth, does he need a
snake<harmer (t:n) to take it out or does he not need [one]?" This question

remains unanswered. Maimonides writes: "If a snake with bread in its mouth

enters a hole, one need not bring a snake-charmer (t:n) to get it out"
(Hamq u-Mazah 2. 13). R. Hayyim Eleazar Shapira questions why, if
Maimonides denies the validity of charms, he uses the language "one
need not bring a snake-charmer."77 He could have also noted that this
passage contradicts Maimonides' view that it is forbidden to use magic
(Akwn 17. l0). (I am assuming that there is no difference between
using magic and hiring someone else to do so on your behalf'78) The
answer to both of these questions would seem to be that in lfame4
u-Mazah there is nothing magical about the snake-charmer, and this is

also how Maimonides understood the texL in Pesabim.Te In this case ttte
snake-charmer simply uses his skill to tame the snake. However, when

n' Reg'arding Meiri's view see note 112.
?5 Conceming hiding the afierbirth, Meiri writes: :tu En'D ''r) Dlix i]N1D'l i1'ir. sec

also Saul Lieberman, Yerushalni ki-Feshuto (Jerusalem: Darom, 1935) 204.
?6 Meiri has an interesting formulation which blun6 the superstitious element ofthc

passage: u:u 'll 5:irr rtox rno |u p'o: "l') talv x':a miru !:: l:t 'Tnr nrI: fr') nDx.
11 Minbal Ebara.r, voL S (Brooklyn: Or Torah Munkacz, l99l) no. 16.
7r See Akum Il. lor r !) u'D nDlrt wo):ot'xli:t nt)tp;: onx t:rmr r')l'rDxo o'rx pt

.uu;r ;r|:o: qnno:u':rE nr.nD nrb $'rtt Ir:D $n.
7e See Yehudah Herzl Henkin, Bwi Vanirt vol. 2 (Jerusalem, 1992) 236.
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Maimonides definesl)n in Akum 11. 10, he is referingto a magician uthose
incantations have no effect, i. e., a magician who casts a spell on a snake to
prevent it from causing harm to humans. Nevertheless, even in this lalter case
we see Maimonides' removal of superstition, for the Talmud, 

^Sa 
nhedrin 65a,

accepts the possibility that one's charms will be able to control the snake.
Pesahim l12a: "If food and drink [are kept] under t]re bed, even

i[ they are covered in iron vessels, an evil spirit rests upon them." In
codi$ing this passage Maimonides writes: "One should not put a dish
ot tbod under his seat even during a meal, Iest something harmful
lall into it without his noticing it" (Ro ea|t u-Shemirat haNeJesh 72.5).
In this example Maimonides has followed the Talmudic prescription
regarding leaving food under the bed, but has offered his own rcason,
which is why he omits the Talmudic clarification thar if food is covered
in an iron vessel it still cannot be left there. An evil spirit can surely
l)cnetrate an iron vessel, but, Maimonides would point out, this vessel
is cnough to keep something harmful from falling in. In defense of his
rrrling, Maimonides would be able to point to theJerusalem Talmud,
'I cnt"mot 8.3, which also states that one must. not put food under a
lx.<I, but does not give any reason for this. This means that the llw per
re has notling to do with evil spirits, and Maimonides therefore feels
r rrnrlbrtable rejecting the explanation for the law given in Pesahim 112a.
arr<l offering his own rationale.s0

l)irectly following the law against placing food under a bed, the
lolkrwing passage appears: "A man must not drink water either on the
rriglrts of the fourth days fWednesdays] or on the nights of Sabbath,
an<l if he does drink, his blood is on his own head, because of the
rlirrrger. What is the danger? An evil spirit."3r Maimonides excludes

"' Rrbad, in his comm ent to Ro?ah 12.5, notes rhar the law is found in theJerusalem
f'nlrfrrd. and explains that its reason is d]ue to ntal.t ra,ah. 'flne purpose of Rabad's

r orrDcrr is not clear. Perhaps he wishes ro point out that Maimonides' health-related
tclsou is baseless, because even theJerusalem Talmud, which does not give a reason,
rlrrrrrlrl bc understood as being concemed with rua|t ta'ah. [t is also possible, as R.
Alnirlfirrn Dan?ig argues, thar Rabad's version of Pesahim ll2a did nor include rhe
lxriingc about placing tbod under the bed. See Hohhrnat Adan: Binat Adan, Aer:rsalerr,,
llXili) lill. 63. Even il he did have this passage, perhaps the phmse,,an evil spirir resrs
rrllorr thcnr" was missing. I say this because Rabad writes: nyl n,t.t DtoD E D.lDbl. Ifhe had
fru vcrsion of thc text in Pesahim I l2a, why didn't he mention dlat this reason is stated
thrr c/

'r Stc sinrilarly /,r.ra,lrin I l2b: "Do not go out alone ar nigh!, for ir was laughr: One
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this law from his Code. What must be determined is why Maimonides

viewed the frrst law as different from the second' That is, why did he

record the first law, substituting his own reason, rather than omitting

it entirely as he did with the second law.

In answer to this problem, it.seems clear that the first law is one

which can be explained rationally' as a health measure' and as such

there was ,ro ..u"o., for it to be rejected. Maimonides was no doubt

convinced that (he law had the imprimatur of the philosophically

minded sages, and the Talmudic rationale was merely a suggestion

by one amia trying to explain the law but from whom the truth was

hidden. That the reison offered is not an essential element of the law is

further illustrated by the fact that it is omitted in theJerusalem Talmud'

This is not the case with regard to the second example it Pxahim ll2z'
There is simply no rational way to explain why one should not drink

water on certain nights'82

Pxabim 1l2b: "Three things did R. Jose son of R' Judah charge

Rabbi. . . . do not stand naked in front ofa lamP . . . for it was taught:

He who stands naked in front of a lamp will be an epileptic and he who

cohabis by the light of a lamp will have epileptic children Our

Rabbis taughc If one cohabits in a bed where an infant is sleeping, that

infant will be an epileptic." Maimonides omits mention of the first and

third elemens of ihis passage. lt Issurei Biah 21. 10, Maimonides does

record that intercourse is forbidden by light of a lamp, but, relying on
other Talmudic Passages,ss explains that such activity must be avoided

because it is "shimeless," not because there is a danger of epilepsy'e

Yoma7?b: "ltis forbidden to wash part ofthe body [on Yom Kippur].
. . . The School of R' Manasseh taught: R. Simeon b. Gamaliel said:

'A woman may wash one of her hands in water to give bread to an

infant without any fear. . . .'Why that? Abaye said: 'Because of sidlla

[some sort of ntal.t ra'ah).'" The first law, that it is forbidden to wash

part ofthe body on Yom Kippur, is understood by Maimonides to also

should not go out alone at night, i.e., on rhe nights of either Wednesday or Sabbaths,

because lgrath tlne daugher of Mahalath, she and 180,000 destrolng angek 8o forth,

and each has permisssion to wreak destruction indePendently."
e Meiri omits mention of both of tiese laws.
N See Sirrra, 86a. Nidlr, l6b.
s Meiri omits mention of this entire passage.
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include the standard washing before prayer (Tefillah 7. 8). We have

already seen that he does not refer to washing one's hands three times
before prayer, which is a clear indication that he does not believe that
the reason for this washing is to remove the rual ra'ah. This washing
is merely a cleanliness measure and is overridden by the sanctity of
Yom Kippur. It is true that if one's hands are dirty one is permitted to
wash them on Yom Kippur, but tiis is a seParate law unrelated to the
standard morning washing which is not concemed with soiled hands.e
For those authorities who view the moming washing as necessary to
remove the rual1, ra'ah, Yom Kippur does not override this washing
since hands which are contaminated, with ruafi ra'ah are regarded as no
different than severely soiled hands.86

Maimonides codifies R. Simeon b. Gamaliel's law as follows: "A
woman may rinse one hand in water in order to give a child a slice of
bread" (Sheuitat Asor 3.2). Leh"em Mishtuh asks the obvious question,
namely, why does Maimonides record this law if it is entirely based upon
the notion of shibta and Maimonides ignores this demonic element
elsewhere in his Code? The answer to this is no doubt similar to
what we have seen above, that is, Maimonides regarded R. Simeon
b. Gamaliel's law as a health measure. Indeed, from the example
he gives direcdy before this law there seems to be no escaping this
conclusion.ET Maimonides therefore believed that Abaye's explanation
did not provide the law's true rationale.s

Megillah 3a: "Did not R. Joshua ben kvi say: 'It is forbidden for a

N5 Regarding Maimonides' view Hagahol Maimoniy)ol, ad loc., wites: l, xr')D ll'nn
n'nl:r )). R. Nissim, foza 77b, wdtes simply: ll:, l:illl. R. Abraham Maimonides, Sqfer

ha-Maspik 7O-71, also disagrees with his father
s See Tosafot, Yot* 77b s.t. mishun" Il .llin '101b s. v. halam and R. Nissim, Yonra

77b. Even those authoites (e.g., Tur, Orul1Ha)firn 613) who do not mention this reason
wr)uld not disagree with it. Rather, having se! fonh rhe principle tlat in the moming
nr)t)rtD D'l'ErlD, therc is no necessity to fu.ther justiry the washing. Altematively, nD))r'!
could also include rza,lr za'at.

87 pvln 1:'H l:'l'D hDuDn Elpb fmt D'D llt irxtr: 1):r)a ;r'nu 'r.
i3 The.e is no contradiction between this lnw dfi Mishneh Tordh, Berokhot 6. 18 (based

on Hullin lOTb\, where Maimonides writes that one who feeds another need not wash
lfir hands. The law in Berahhot ir only concerned wi[h ritual washing, and this has no
rclcvance to whcther or not one's hands 

^re 
dirty (see Mishruh Tordl\ Berahhot 6. l\,

RrgardinS Meiri's understanding of yora 77b see note I12.
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man to greet another by night, for fear that he is a demon?"' 'Ihis is

omitted in the Mishneh Torah.N
Megillah 28a: "R. Johanan said: 'It is tbrbidden for a man to gaze

at t}re form of the countenance of a wicked man.'" Presumably, Mai-
monides believed this law was based on some superstition, and this
explains why it is omitted in the Mishtuh Torah.q

Ta'anit l6a:. "Why do they go to the cemetery [to pray for rain in
a drought]? R. Ievi b. l.ahma and R. F.Iama b. Hanina differ as to
the reason, the one maintains that it signifies: We are before Thee
as dead, while according to the otier it is in order that the departed
ones should pray for mercy in our behalf." Since, as already noted,
Maimonides does not accept the belief that the dead are aware ofwhat
occurs on earth, it is understandable that he omits the second reason
offered by the Talmud (Ta'aniyot 4. 18).,r Maimonides would be able
to find support for his approach in the Jerusalem Talmud, Ta'anit 2.
l, which, in is discussion of going to the cemetery in time of drought,
only records the first view.e2

Ta'anit 4.6 (26b): "With the beginning of Av we should limit our
rejoicing." Upon this the'falmud adds: "Said R. Papa: 'therefore aJew
who has a lawsuit with a heathen in the month of Av should try to avoid
it, because his luck is bad, but if he has a lawsuit in the month of Adar

s In his commentary to M.gillah Meiri is also silcnr on this point. However, in
his cornmenary to Saahtdin 44a (ihe parallel passage) he writes the following, which
certainly required a great deal of ingenuiry rlte xnrtr Erluh Ert'rpt 'n:T D'hlxn I:1,
on) ln') D:" rxD t:l .o];]n i:n'r:t: .,]) b Ei]b, r:nni, xtD u)'rrl hlDn r nrIDril DnI(D
D6nfD tx m .:tD rD'Dp rD) F:,lr rl]Dn Tr,r,;t")p,t )p Inraua:nx o;rl r':n''rrr px olo
?mnrDn Ptobl rnt:i It is difficult to bclicve that even Mciri regalded this as the true meaning
of lhc text.

s Meiri understands this passage ro be in rhe nature ol good advice which was only
followed by some scholars.

er I do no!, howcver, know how to explain lhe fac! lhat Maimonides does not record
the Talmud's first rcason exactly. Instead, he offcrs a rariation of it. \,t'hereas the
Talmud's reason for going to lhe cemetery is directed towards God ("We are betbre
Thce as dead"), Maimonides' reason is directed towards the people: "Unless you relum
from your [sinful] ways, you arc like 6ese deceascd people."

Q If the Baylonian Talmud's second reason, given in the name of R. Hama b. Hanina,
means tiat the dead are dsl.d ro inrercede wirh God, as opposed ro their raking this step
on (heir own accord, i! violates (he fifth of Maimonides' Thirreen Principles. See my
"Maimonides' Thirreen Principles: The lrst Word inJewish Theology?' Torah u.Ma&la

Journal 4 (1994): 224, note 86.
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lrc rlroul<l prosccute il, because in that month his luck is good'" (7b an il
l1)lr). lrr recording the law ('fa'aniyot 5. 6), Maimonides includes the
Mlnhnaic passage that one should limit rejoicing in Av. However, he
orrritr thc -I'almudic addition that one should avoid a lawsuit in Av
lrcarrse this is based on the notion of "luck" (mazal), which is part of
tlre antrological system Maimonides rejects.lrs

Mo'cd Katan lSa: "Three things were said in reference to nails:
( )nc wlro buries them is righteous; one who burns them is pious; and
orrc who throws them away is a villain.s What is the reason? lrst a

lltcgnant woman should step over them and miscarry." Nothing about
tlrc nccessity of proper disposal of nails is found in the Mishneh Torah.'ti

I.lagigah l6a: "Anyone who looks at three things, his eyes become
rlirr: at the rainbow, at tie Prince, and at the priests." From the
.r,ntinuation of the Talmudic discussion, it would seem that one is
llways lbrbidden to look at a rainbow or Prince, and therefore the
l lhnud clarifies that with regard to the priess, one is only forbidden
ro kxrk at them during their priestly blessing in the Temple. In the

fclrrsalem Talmu d, Megillah 4. 8, the reason given for not looking at the

ln icsts during their blessing is that this may cause one to be distracted.
It is this reason that Maimonides records in TeJillah 14. Z Contrary to
Salo Baron, this is not an example of Maimonides accepting "only a part
ol a talmudic statement which he considered rationally sustainable,"
rrrxl omitting the rest.s As has just been noted, the text in Hagigah
ir only referring to Temple times, and lbr this reason Maimonides'
onrission of "dimming of eyesight" in favor of theJerusalem Talmud's

"r Although Maimonides writes that one should limit rejoicing in Av, for reasons
$hich are unclear he omits the parallel passage, namely, that one should increase
r.ir)icing in Adar, For attempts to solve this problem, including solutions rlot in accord
wfrh Maimonides' philosophical outlook, see R. Moses Sofer, Sfu'elat u-Tcshuaot Hatam
Jn/er (erusa.lem, l9a9l Arl flayia n,o. 160, R. Hayyim Eleazar Shapira, Nimmulci Orah
,rni, flerualem, 1968) no. 686; and l,evinger, Darlhci ha.Malashau\ I18. Meiri too
orrrits mention ofabstaining from prosecuting a lawsuit, howcver, his vicw of astrology
Ir not as uncompromising as that of Maimonides. See Dov Schwartz, 'The Debate on
Artral Magic in Provence in the Fourlcenlh Cenlury" Zion 58 (1993): 146-l5l IHebrew].

x ln Niddah l7a R. Simeon ben Yohai is quoted as safng that one who throws his
[aik away in a public t]roroughfare forfeits his life and his blood is upon his head.

e! Meiri also omits any mcntion of the disposal of nails.
* A Social and Rcligiot t HitloD ol thz Jctut, vol. 6 (Philadelphia, Jcwish Publication

Sxriety, 1958) 178.
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reason is not significant.eT However, as Baron notes, it is significant
that he neglects to mention anything about gazing at a rainbow or a
Prince.s

Gittin 66a:The Mishnah reads: "If a man had been thrown into a Pit
and cried out that whoever heard his voice should write agel for his wife,
the ge! should be written and presented to her." Upon this Mishnah the
Talmud discusses the possibility that the man in the pit may actually
be a demon. It concludes by saying that the Mishnah concerns a ca:ie

where one sees the man's "shadow of a shadow" (which demons do
not have). In recording this law in Gtrushin 2. 13, Maimonides omits
any reference to demons and the need to see a "shadow ofa shadow,"
which is actually a significant halakhic detail.s A very similar case is

found in Yeuarnot 722a, where a Mishnaic halakhah is clarified based
on the idea that a demon does not have a "shadow of a shadow," and
once again Maimonides leaves out this det l (ibil.. 13. 23).'00 As I have
already noted, Maimonides could argue that the amoraic elaboration of
these Mishnayot did not reflect the vi ew of the tanna who did not believe
in demons. Still, Maimonides' view is very significant since his ruling,
that the woman is to be regarded as divorced, contradicts the Talmudic
halakhah - as understood by almost all medieval commentators - that,
lacking sight of a "shadow of a shadow," she is still married with all the
halakhic ramifications this status entails.

Giltin 7Oz: "The Rabbis taught: 'On coming from a prir.y a man
should not have sexual intercourse until he has waited long enough to

e7 This fact was also ignored by Isidore Epstcin, 'Maimonides' Conception of the
law and ll1e Ethical Trend of His Halachah," in Epstein, ed. Mor.s Mairno$idat (landoni
Soncino, 1935) 72.

s In addition to omitting everything about a rainbow and Prince, Meiri does nor
even record that one is forbidden to look at the priess. (For a radically different inter-
pretadon ofthe Talmudic passage, which pcrhaps could be used to explain Maimonides'
formulalion, see AdolfJellinek's note inJudah Aryeh Modena, Stulhon Anlkl\ translated
by Solomon Rubin [Vienna, 1867] 129-130.)

s Meiri also omits any mention, but he does add the following: Dp'tDyn nT ::l nn ca

IID'r nrr )u frfr! rl. rlDr tlp xnn El. hpn nx rtD'D Trr.
ro Strangely e[ough, in this case Meiri does rccord the Talmudic clarification. This htt

halakhah is also complicated by the fsct that M.irnonides leaves out anotber clcmcnt un clrtcd
to demons. See Levinger, Da*hei ha-Mahashavah, 124-126, who ar(empts to solvc thit
problem.
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walk half a mil, because the demon of the prily is with him for that
time.' " This law is omitted from the Mishneh Torah.lol

Baaa Me -zia 29b-30a: The Mishnah reads: "If one find a cloth . . .

he must spread it out for its own benefit [to be aired], but not for
his honor [e.9., to use as a tablecloth]." The Talmud adds: "If he was
visited by guests, he may not spread it over a bed or a frame, whether
in his interests or in its own because he may thereby destroy
it, either through an [evil] eye or through thieves." In recording this
halakhah, Maimonides writes: "If one finds a woolen garment . . . he
rnay spread it on a couch for its own benefit alone, but not both for its
benefit and his own. If he has visitors, he may not spread it out in their
l)resence even for its own benefit, lest it be stolen" (Gezelah ue-Aaeda,h

13. l1). Not believing in the power of the evil eye (see next example),
Maimonides omits this reason from his codification. However, since
the halakhah is not dtpendznt upon the evil eye, and even the Talmud
ollers a nonsuperstitious reason for it, it is recorded \n the Mishneh
Tbrah without any of is halakhic elements being altered.ro2

Baua Batra 2b: The Talmud discusses the separation that joinr
(,wners erect in a courtyard between their fields. In establishing that
there is real damage when one man looks over into another's vegetable

flarden, the Talmud quotes the following law: "R. Abba said in the
nanre of R. Huna, who said it in t}re name of Rav: 'It is forbidden for a
rrran to stand about in his neighbor's field when the corn in it is in the
car."'As Rashi explains, this is to prevent the evil eye from having any
r(gative impact.ros ln the Mishneh Toral4 Shehhenim 2. 16, Maimonides
irirrcs that Len tefahin is the height of the wall needed to separate one
nlur's garden from the other. This is clearly not taking into account
tlrc negative impact which the evil eye could have on the garden, and
wlrich, according to the Talmud, would require a wall at least four

ror Mciri also omits it.
r"r Whereas tie Ta.lmud writes: i:rr EtDb 'X x:', UOD rI, Meiri appears to combine the

Iro rclsons in onc phras€: nb rrnl pru l.:1' oira rnr mD. (See note 104 that Mciri beli€ved in
lh6 6vil cyc.)

lur Scc ,aya Me4ia lOTb where Rav also stresses the importalce of the "evil eye":
'Arrl rhc l,ord shall take away from rhee all sickoess'(Deur. 7: l5). Said Rav:.By this,
lhr lcvilleye is mcaol This is in accordance with his opinion [expressed elsewhere] ,. .

trltrety nine [havc dicd] throu8h an evil eye, and one through natural causes.'"
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am,ot hig;h.It is with this in mind that Rabad characterizes Maimonides'

rulins as an "error."
Tte s"ges of Lunel asked Maimonides to justify his. view' and in

his responie he explains that the notion of the "evil eye" is only d'itrei

hasid.ui - nothalaki\ah.roo It is significant that he does not simply reject

ihe Talmudic decision as being based on superstition Rather' tlrough
a new interpretation he shows that his view is actually supported by the

Talmudic discussion.r05 As we have already seen, Maimonides is willing

to reiect oulright a Talmudic halakhah when it is based on superstition

Ho*'ever, it is"always preferable for him show that the Talmudic sources

agree with his own outlook.
In explaining his view to the sages of Lunel, Maimonides also makes

a distinciion belween this law and s hekhenim 2 14, where he writes that

one can compel another to build a wall in the middle of ajointly owned

courtyard "so that one will not see the other when he uses his portion'

inasmuch as the injury caused to one by the sight of the other is a real

injury." In this latier example we are confronted with real damage, i'
..1 ,h. los of privacy suffered by the person being observed '6 With

regard to the first case, however, since Maimonides does not believe

thlt one can damage another's field with his eye, it is not clear what he

meansby d,iurei llasidut. Concetning other suPerstiti or.s, e'g', rual.t ra'ah

Maimonides never introduces this element. One is temPted to say that

he means to compare the'evil eye" to otlter forms ofnegative behavior,

e.g., jealousy, which only affects the one who isjealous' The problem

*ith-tt i. is that the prohibition against jealousy is mote lhzr. d'ioni

tu Teshu ot ha-Ratuban" no. 395. (See also his explanation of the evil eye in his

commentary to A/o, 2. 12 ) Magid. M*hneh Shekhenim 2:16, admits that Maimonides'

view makes sense - it isjust that the Talmud seems to disagree Nahmanides is more

fbrrhright and rejects Miimonides' view out of hand: )"r r:'m:'r ): nv'r rh Jlll ur$; see

his coninentary to Eava Bata 4a Meiri accepts the notion of the evil eye; see his conunentary

to Bava Bata 2b, where he also discusses Maimonides'view It is notewofthy that Meiri is

unaware of Maimonides' responsum to the sages oflunel, and furthermorc, attempts tojustiry

Maimonides' opinion as if the lafter accepted the evil eye. (As far as I can tell, Meiri nevcr

cites Maimorides' responsa to the sages ofl-unel.)
105 See the complete analysis in Benedikt, Ha-Ra ban le-Lo Setiloh,9-18'
16 For full details regarding the issue of rezet re'iyyah, see En4lhlopediLh TalmuliL vol'

8 (erusalem: Yad Harav Heflog, 1957) 659-702.
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posidut.to1 Perhaps Maimonides' point is that since one's neighbor might
believe in the power of the evil eye, it is therefore good neighborliness,
i- e., ditrei l.tasid.ur, to abstain from looking into his garden.ros

Sanhedrin 65a: "Our Rabbis taught: ['There shall not be found
among you any one that maketh his son or daughter pass through
ro the fire .] or a charmer' [Deut. l8: 10-11]. This applies to
one who charms large objects lRashi: cattle and beasts], and to one
who charms small ones [Rashi: insects and reptiles], even snakes and
scorpions. Abaye said: 'Therefore even to imprison wasps or scorpions

lby charms], though the intention is to prevent them from doing harm,
is forbidden."' Although the Talmudic opinions assume that these
t harms have real power, when Maimonides codifies the law he writes:
"Who is a person who casts spells? A person who chants incantations .

. . and imagines in his foolish perception that his words have an effect"
(Ahum 71. l0).r@ Because the charms have no effect, it is obvious that
lrc cannot codi! Abaye's statement.

Sanhed.rin 65b: "'One that consults the dead' fDeut. 18: l1]: this
nrcans one who starves himself and spends the night in a cemetery, so
thirt an unclean spirit may rest upon him." Rashi, reflecting the common
understanding, explains "unclean spirit" to be that of a demon. In
r crording the law Maimonides interprets "unclean spirit" in a different
lrrshion: "Who is one who seeks [information] from the dead? A person
wh() starves himself and goes to sleep in a cemetery so that a deceased
gx.r'son will come to him in a dream and reply to his questions" (,4izm
ll. l3;.tto In this example I think it is clear that Maimonides did not
lx'licve he was rationalizing the Talmudic passage. Rather, he regarded
Iris trnderstanding as the passage's original intent.rtt

1"7 Sce also Twersky, frOoduction 440-441, for examples oforher prohibitions which
nrr i$ncr-directed. ln these examples as well, there is no element of d,ivrei basid,ut.

r'" Since Maimonides justifies his position Talmudically, wirhour even menrioning
thnl hc denies the evil eye, there was no difficulty for R. Joseph Karo, who takes
tlrr rvil cye very seriously, to adopt Maimonides opinion; see Hoshen Mishpat 758.3.
(lrx i(l.rrally, the fogic behind this halakhah is contmdictedby Hoshcn Mishpot 378.5.\
Nrr(llcss to say, Maimonides does not base the prohibition to count Jews upon the
rn rllr rr ()l'lhe evil eye (Terhidin u.Mu-talin 4. 4), a reason given by orher authorities (e.g.,
It rrr lr i, lix.30:12).

r''' Scc also Gai& 1.61,3.37. For Meiri's view see note 150.
ll" Scc also his commentary to Sanhed n7.7.
rrr Mciri lbllows Maimonides in his explanation of the passage.
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ru Meiri. ad loc., has a very ilteresting formulation: lllron 11 tyD: B:raiDtr lhl
hn: Ix Dn: hl(p) D t 'r:Dra E rnrhrDr. (See R. David lbn zimra's conEnent on this passage of
Meii in She'elot u-Teshuvot ha-Radbaz INew York, no dat€l no. 848 [erd]) From this passage

and the numerous examples referred to in previous notes (see also his commentary to Srabra,
29b, Eruvin 4lb, Avodoh hrah 2'lb, Perush Rabbenu ha-Meiri to Avo, 242), we $ee that Meiri
rejects the existence ofdemons and mtionalizes ruah ra'ah. Howevet, elsewhere we find that
he seems to accept the existence ofdemons,ruahra'ahandshibld, see his commentary to
Shabbat 709a, Yoma 776, flibbur ha-Txhuoah. pp. 480-481 , flid.dtlrhzi ho-Meii to P,lahitrt
ed. M Blau (New York, 1978) 379. Ruab tu'a,[ is generally understood as simply another
way ofsafng demon, and Meiri himself, in his comments to.Rosh HashanahzSa, qrrotcs
wirhout objection Rashi's identification of the two. I arn therefore not sure ho$ to
explain Meiri's view in this matter. (While discussing Meiri, it is worth noting that hi!
teacher, Reuven ben flayyim, in his discussion of Shabbo.t 2.5, also rationalizes ruat
ra'ah. See his Seln hn-Taai4 published by Jacob Moses Toledano in Ozpr ha.flayyim 7

[931]: 3 [second numbering].)
llr See Radbaz and ,(es ef Mishneh, ad loc. Radbaz writes: nvl'r' n:rDt lll DrDDn '!:r)l'l

rtrx.
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this in mind, Maimonides feels fiee to accept the principle while rejecting
the example given. The two are not inseparable.ra

Avodah Zarah 4b: "No one should recite the prayer of the Additional
Service on the first day of the New Yeaq during the first three hours of the
day, in private, lest, since judgment is then proceeding, his deeds may be
scrutinized and the prayer rejected." Since Maimonides does not share this
conception ofGod and his dealings with man, he omits mention of this law
tn the Mishneh Tbrah.tts

Avodah Zarah l2b (almost identic al law in pesabim I l2a): .Our Rabbis
t:rught: One should not drink water lPxahim: from rivers or pools] in
rhc night; if he does drink his blood is on his head, for it is dangerous.
What danger is there? The danger of Shabriri.lr6 But if he be ihirsty,
Irow can he put things right? If there is another person with him, he
rhould wake him and say: 'I am thirsty for water.' If not, let him knock
with the lid on the jug and say ro himself: ,Thou 

[giving his name] the
rrrrr of [naming his mother], thy mother hath wained- t]ree to guard
tlrysclfagainst Shabriri, briri, riri, iri, ri, which prevail in blind vesiels."'

In codiSing this law Maimonides writes: .One may not . . . drink
nt night from rivers or ponds, lest he swallow a leech while unable to
*<r' (Rozzah u-Shemirat ha-Nefesh l l. 6). Once again we see Maimonides
rr.rrrrding the Talmudic halakhah yet offerint an alternative reason.
l'r't irr this case Maimonides was on sure ground, for on the very same
1r',t1q<. in Aaodah Zarah we find the reason Maimonides gives _ fear of
rw;rllowing leeches - offered as the reason why one riust not drink
wutcr fiom rivers or pools in such a way that one will not be able to
.xiuline the water (e.g., by drinking with one,s mouth to it). Since the
lcar ol swallowing leeches applies to all cases in which one cannor see
llrr water one is drinking, not simply to the specific czrse mentioned
Irr thr. 'l'almud, Maimonides feels comfortable iubstituting this reasonir tlrc superstitious Shabriri. In Maimonides' opinion] the reason
Ire rcrords represents the true, i. e., the philosophically acceptable,
I llrlrirric outlook.rrT

rrr Mciri intcrpras the law ia a similar fashion, except that he.egards Raba,s rcference to
Lnonr rc ncvcr hsving bccn meanr literally: lua 1.r i"r :u: 'oa it,or o,.rl ,jo: ;,,.,,nti.,e l:t th rrnan hp ,D!ro.

rrr Mciri ilso omitB mcntio[ oflhis law.|llre dcmon appointcd over the afflicrion ofblindness.r[ Mclri writcs: rn :u! opll:r ou: o:nD at xh D]t ]o $ nh]: E D utx nn@ rh. Hc

Sanhedrin lOla: There is no reference in the Mishneh Torah con-

cerning the permissibility of consulting demons and the spirits of oil
or eggs.rl2

Sanhedrin 101a: ntu: D'r'lPv] D'Dnl nu'n) fEmh Rashi interprets this

to mean "snakes and ser?ents may be charmed to render them harmless

on the Sabbath." However, Maimonides inter?rets the Passage as follows:
"When a person has been bitten by a scorpion or a snake, it is permitted

to recite incantations over the bite, even on the Sabbath." ln line with
his philosophical outlook, Maimonides adds the following comment: "Even

though [the incantations] are of no avail, since the victim's life is in danger,

permission was granted lest he become overly disturbed" (l kum 11. ll).
Makbt 6b: "Raba said: 'If they both saw the admonitot or he saw lhem

both, they can be conjoined in the testimony as a whole.' Raba further said in
reference to the requisite admonition, that if it was uttered even by the victim
himself, or even if it came from some [invisible] demon lit is sufficient]."
Maimonides codifies the second law as follows: "Once waming was given

him . . even if he heard the admonition but did not see the admonitor

. .." (Sanhedrin 12.2). Maimonides does not interpr€t Raba's second law
restrictively. That is, he does not view it as applicable only to demons. Rathet
it is intended to set forth a principle of admonition for which the demon,

which is understood to be invisible,rr] is merely an illustrative example. Wth
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Hullin 105a-b: "The first washing [before a meal] may be performed
ei*rer over a vessel or over the ground; the last washing must be
performed over a vessel. Others read: 'The last washing may not be
performed over the ground. .. .'Abaye said: 'At first I thought the
reason why the last washing may not be performed over the ground
was that it made a mess, but now my Master has told me, it is because

an evil spirit rests upon it." Maimonides quotes this law in Berahhot 6.

l6,tr8 and we must therefore assume that he did not view the reason
given by Abaye in the name of his Master as authoritative.rre

Nidd.ah l7a 'R. Simeon ben Yolrai stated: 'There are five things
which [cause the man] who does them to forfeit his life and his blood is
upon his own head . . . Eating peeled garlic, a peeled onion or a peeled
egg."'The Talmud explains that this is because an evil spirit rests upon
them. Maimonides omits all mention of this.t20

Niddah 24b: "Rab Judah citing Samuel ruled: 'If an abortion had
the likeness of Lilith, its mother is unclean by reason of the birth, for
it is a child, but it has wings."' Clearly "Lilith," a female demon, is only
mentioned for its descriptive nature and does not substantially affect
the law. Therefore, Maimonides is able to excise it. ln Issurei Biah 10. 10

he writes: "If the abortion is shaped like a human being, but has wings

of flesh, the mother is likewise deemed unclean through childbirth.'r2r
Another possible example of Maimonides' deletion of superstition

is found in Tefillnh9.ll:.

Why did the Sages institute this [practice]? Because the majority of
people come to recite the evening sewice on Friday night. It is possible
that someone will come late, remain a.lone in the synagogue, and thus

thus agrees with Maimonides as to the danger of drinking water at dght and that therc is no

need fo. an incantation against Shabri.i. Howevel i Hiddushei ha.Meiri to Pesabim 380, hc
rationalizes the incantation against Shabriri as follows: ntbn DlriD: ltl'D'r'rnD DrDnDr.

'r3 Th€ printed version rcads: "The last washing must be p€rformed over a vessel. " Howcvcr,

some manuscripts have the second version: "The last washing may not be performed ovcr tho

grourd."
rre Meiri also records the law.
It Meiri also omits any mention.
urMeiri wrires nrhg nlE'r ln8:iu *Hr 1pf )p DD:: n5 D'o a':: lnloal 

'"rl 
ll'hm,

Whereas the Talmud rcfers to the abortion as actually having thc likencss ofLilith (n')') ,tE l),
Mciri, who rcjects thc existence of Lilith, insens the \pord mmPD.
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be endangered. Accordingly, the leader of the congregation repeats his
prayers in order that the entire congreBation will remain, [allowing] t]re
one who came late to conclude his prayers and leave togerher with them.

Lehem Mishneh gives the source for Maimonides' rluling as Shabbat
24b, and says that the reason given why one who remains behind is
endangered is because of demons. Thus, according to Lehem Mishruh,
it is Maimonides who has omitted this element. However, our text of
Shabbat reads simply 'on account of danger," without demons being
mentioned. Since it cannot be determined whether Maimonides had
the text recorded by Lefiem Mishneh, we must regard this example as
questionable.r22

Another example worthy of note is found in Ned,arim 39b.'r3 Al-
though this passage is aggadic it is significant for here too we find
Maimonides subtly removing the superstitious element in the same
way he does when dealing with halakhic passages. The text in Nedarim
reads: "R. Abba son of R. Hanina said: 'He who visits an invalid takes
away a sixtieth of his pain.'Said they to him:'If so, let sixty people visit
him and restore him to health?' He replied: 'The sixtieth is as the tenth
spoken of in the school of Rabbi, and [providing further that] he [the
visitor] is of his affinity." Maimonides writes: "He who visits the sick is
as though he would take away part of his sickness and tighten his pain"
(Auel 14. 4).

Whereas the Talmud seems to say that one who visits the sick literally
removes some of his pain, Maimonides presents the passage in a more
rational fashion. Perhaps even more signifrcant is that Maimonides
lc,aves out the phrase requiring that the visitor be "of his affinity"
(r)'r ll). It is likely that Maimonides interpreted this in the same way as
R. Asherr2a and R. Nissim,trs who take 1t'r J: to mean one who is bom

'r In truti, ir is mosr unlikely thar Maimonides had rhe rext recorded by Lebdn
Mbhnch. Rashi,, Shabbat 24b s. v. mishum, explaills rhat rhe Talmudic phrase "on account
r)l danger" refers to the danger of demons, and this comment was probably inserted
ir r k) lhe text of the Tal mwd ]'rsed by Lelem Mrvizzlr. See R. Jehiel Jacob Weinberg, Serr;d.i
/..r/l' vol. 4 0erusalem: Mossad ha-Rav Kook, 1977) 116-118, regarding rhis common
phcnomenon.

rrr See R. Yaakov HayyittSofer, Zem Ha1ryi.m (lemsalem, 1988), 22.
tL Nedarim, ad loc.

"' Nedarin, ad loc., s. v. u-ve-ven gilo.
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under the same planetary influence. If so, Maimonides' omission is clearly
understood.rz6

For a prominent example of Maimonides' rationalism as it affected his

halakhic rulings, many scholars have pointed to a responsum in which
Maimonides denies that there is any prohibition in marrying a qatlanit.tzl

r?6 Meiri also mtionalizes the passage: r'5n EiD]nxln lrDD l'tv:lv E1l7:D )"r 1,')'ll:1
)P'r.

It would require another paper to examine the way Maimonides ilcorporates aggadic

elements into the Mrr, neh Torah. StJch a s$dy would, I believe, reveal the same chamcteristics

we find with regard to halakiah, that is, both a complete rejectioD of Talmudic statements as

well as a reworking ofothers. At times, Maimonides' paning with Talmudic views is obvious,

e.g., Mezuzah 5 - 4 whfre he denies that the aezuza, provides protection; see Isaac Hirsch Weiss,

Beit Talmud I (1881): 230, note 31. Sometimes it is so subtle that the casual reader will flot
even notice. See, for example, his introduction to lhe Mishneh Toruh, where he says that beforc

Moses' death the latter wrote a Tomh for each ofthe twelve tribes. This is based on Devarim
Rabbah 9.9, \there,however, it adds that Moses wrote them all in ore d^y, See 

^lso 
llanukkah

3.2, where Maimonides closely follows the Talmud's explanation for the institudon of
Hanukkah (Shibbat 2lb), but leaves out the crucial words o: D i]Dv:. (In the late flineteenth

century there was a great debate between mashlim and traditionalists as to whether Maimonides

believed in the Hanukkah miracle; see Geulah Bat Yehudah, "Rabbi Shmuel Alexandrov," Stnai
100 ll987lt 202 207 , 

^nd 
the sources cited by Jacob 1 . Dienstag, "Art, Science and Technology

in Maimonidean Thotght," Totoh u-Madda Journal 6 (199!1996): 152-155.) while on the

subject of miracles, it should also be noted that there are times when Maimonides accepts a

miracle in his commentary to the Mishnah but ignores it in the Mishneh Torah, pres,ufi bly
implying its rcjection. See e,g., his commentary to Yoma 6. 6, which repeats the Talmudic
account of the scapegoat ceremony, but which is lacking in his reconsmrction of events in
Teshuvah 1.2 aftd Avodot Yod ha-Kippurin 3. 7. However, even when the Talmud explicitly
mentions a miracle and Maimonides leaves it out, this does .lot necessarily mean that he

viewed himsilfas rcjecting the Talmudic view. Rathet as noted previously, it is possible that
hc regarded his understanding ofthe "miracle" to be the proper interpretation ofthe Talmudic
passage. A clear proof for this is scen in his co/n,,Ienry to Berakhor 1.9, where even though
he .ationalizes the Talmudic story of R. Eleazar ben Azarial's miraculous aging (Berakhot

28a), he describes his view as being in accordance with the Talmud's account -'LlhtD 
lD)

lDtnl. (For R. Moses Sofer's attempt 
- completely at odds with Maimonides' philosophical

outlook - to reconcile Maimonides' statement with the Talmud's miracle story see lorar
Moshe lvienna, 19081 ryat)ei Sarah l1a, s, v , ve-zahcn.) There are also times \,rhen we find
a different approach. See e.9., Sora,l.3. 17, where Maimonides records the miracle that
the paramour of the roralr would also die. This miracle is rlot mentioned in the Torah
and, although it is discussed in the Mishn^h (Solah 5. I, and see Maimonides' comment
ad lor.), there was no necessity for Maimonides to record it as he could have interpreted
it in a non-literal fashion.

te7 Tahuaot ha.Rambarl no. 218; see also no. 15. For Meiri's view see his commentary

l\'tAtM()N )l:AN I tAt,AKt tAt I ANt) S(]I'ERSIl1 t()N lt7

Srrrcc this has recently been discussed by Mordechai Friedman,r2s there is no
rrcctl lor mc to elaborate on Maimonides' view. Howevel I do believe that too
rrrrrch cmphasis has been placed on this example. To be sure, Maimonides'
rrrling fits in well with his rationalistic bent, but this does not mean that we
rrrc confionted here with Maimonidean originality. It certainly does not mean
thrl "lbr all intents and purposes Maimonides 'exorcised the demon' and
llxrlishcd the talmudic prohibition of marrying a 'killer wife."'r2e We must
rxrt li)rget that Maimonides claims that his view was supported by a number
ol crrlier scholars including R. Isaac Alfasi and R. Joseph ibn Migash -rrrcn who did not share his view regarding superstition. This suffices to show
llxtt what we have here is not a Maimonidean "cleansing" of halakhah, but
nrrrrply a well attested view that did not regard the qatlanit prohlbition as
rl)solutely binding.tro

ln actuality, this issue presents great difficulties with regard to Mai-
rrronides' view, for the simple reason that Maimonides does not entirely reject
lltc l'rLw of qatlanit. What he says is that a pious one should not officiate at
thc bctrothal ofa q atlanit since it is "reprehensible" for her to marry, but that
rl thc betrothal is performed secretly then even a pious one can perform the
rrrurriage. One must question why Maimonides cautions a pious man not to
trkc part in the betrothal. After all, in his opinion the prohibition of qatlanit
l,clongs to the category of"soothsaying, divination, conjecture, and fantasies,
liorn which at some time bodies of weak constitulion might be affected."

We have already seen above that Maimonides, although rejecting the
cxistcnce of the evil eye, nevertheless regarded the Talmudic admonilions
(rrrrccming it as belonging to the realm of divrei has lut. Just as in that
r irsc I was unsure what Maimonides means by d,iorei hasidut, so too
lrr.r'c it is not clear why he regards the marriage of 

^ 
qatlnnit to be

"r r.plehensible." Even stranger is that in his responsum Maimonides
rrr.vcr actually warns a pious man to avoid marrying a ga tlanit, only not to
;x.r lirrm the betrothal. Finally, how is one to square the almost offtrand

tn y.vamot 64b 
^nd, 

Ketzbol 43b. Although he limirs the law's applicability, Meiri does
lx"licve that a true qarlanit is forbidden ro marry.

rh " famar, a Symbol of Life: The 'Killer Wife' Supersrition inJewish Tradirion," 4rIS
Itrrieu 15 (Spring, 1990): 50-54.

tvt lbin. 54.
l"'See R. David of Nar.zradok, Garya Masschhet (Vilna, 1844) Eten ha.Dur, no. 71,

wlro discusses at length the Talmudic sources for this view.
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manner Maimonides treats Lhe qatlunit Prohibition in his responsum

with the serious manner it is treated in th,e Mi.shneh Torah (lssurei Bi'ah

21. 31), where he states without qualification that a qatlini, should not

marry?r3r
R. Zadok of Lublin argues that since the masses of Maimonides' time

athched gr:eat significance to the gatlazit prohibition, this explains why

he recorded it, as opposed to the other superstitions which were not
widespread and could thus be easily omitted.rs2 Quite apart from the

dubious historical assumPtion, that all the other superstitious halakhot
had fallen into abeyance, can it really be said that Maimonides' Code

t|t h Issurei B 'ah 21.31 Maimonides also wriles that if one marrie s a qall4nit he is

no! compelled to divorce her, showing tlat there is no real prohibition against such

a marriage in the first place. For those who viewed the issue of qa,,ani, as law, it was

clear thai divorce was required; see R. Asher, Nrrltror, chaP. 4 no. 3i R\t\a to Yetanal

64b; Trx hten ha-Eza 9. Maimonides' view h t}l,e Mihneh Toruh cannot be considered

radical, and it is because of this that many Post-Maimonidean halakhiss agreed with him,

including R. Isaac bar Sheshet, Srrc'rro, z'Ta huvot Rivo"th Uer,salem, 1975)nos 24I-242,
and Shutf,an Aruhh, Eaen ha-Ezer 9. I (see also Beil YateJ Eocn ha'Ezet 9, where Karo is

unaware of the responsum by Maimonides which he himself quotes in Kesef Mishwla

l$urei Bi'ah 2'1. 31\. Even those who did not completely agree with Maimonides' views,

as expressed both in the Code and in his responsum, were still willing to use them as

supporting arguments in their own decisions, or offer Talmudic support in *reir beha'lf:

..., ..g., n. Solomon ben Adret, Shc'elol u'Teshuvol ha-Rashb4 vol.3, no 364: )9 'nlrn

...r:uu ,:a )r pu '!x irr:a ':xo 'nh ;rn 5"r ::n lDo'D EIPD 'nxiD xh ':.lI )). See similarly

She'elot u-Teshuvot hd-Rashba ha-Meyfutat ll'ha'Ratulan qen)salem' 1989) no. l2l (see,

ho'dever, Shz'elat u-Teshuool ha'Rashba, vol. 7, no. 511, where he seems to agree witlt
Maimonides!); R. Moses Sofer, Shz'elot u'Teshuvot Halam Soler, Eaen ha'Ezet 1, r,o.24,
and vol. 6, no, 70; R. Halyim Eleazar Shapira, Mituhat Ebaz4t, vol. 2, no. 76- As is to
be expected, numerous attemPti were made to bring Maimonides' opinions more into
line witl those of other codifiers. See e.g., R. Eleazer Fleckeles, Teshuoah me'Ahaoah,

vol. I (I(assa, 1912) no. 92, *tat Maimonides' formulation in the Mrs/rn i Torah is only

stated with regard to a woman whose two previous husbands died. However, had shc

been widowed three times, even Maimonides would require her to be divorced if shc

remarried a fourth time. This suggestion was anticiPated somewhat by R.Jacob Weil'

Sfu'clrt u-TeshLot Mahari Vcil (lerusalem,1988) no. 183, vrhere it is stated that if all threc
husbands died from the same cause, "possibly" Maimonides would require the fourth
husband to divorce her. Sofer, Sht'clot u-Tethuoot Hatarn SoIc|, vol. 6, no. 70, R lsracl

Eisenstein, Amtdei Esh (kmberg, 1880) 96a, and R. Shalom 'faubes, She'clot Shalom

vol. 2 (Lemberg, 1885) no. 119, properly reject any such teading of Maimonidcs.
te Tileret lvi (Bilgoraj, 1909) 34d.
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rvas guided by the sentiments of the masses? On the contrary, the work
relentlessly attempts to disabuse the masses of their mistaken beliefs.

Although we have looked at a number of examples where Mai-
rnonides removed superstitious elements from his codification of ha-
lakhah, there still remain some problematic cases where it appears
that Maimonides did allow superstition to enter the Mishneh Torah. A
glaring example is Shabbat lg. 13-14 where, basing himself on tannaitic
I)assages recorded in ractate SiaDbat, chapter 6, Maimonides writes:

One may go out on the Sabbath inro a public domain . . . wearing a locust
egg, a fox tooth, a nail fiom rhe gallows of an impaled convict, or any
other article suspended on the body for medical reasons, provided rhat
physicians say that it is medically effective. A woman may go out wearing
a preserving stone - or its counterweight which has been weighed
accurately for medical use. Not only a woman already pregnant may
wear such a stone, but any other woman also may do so as a preventive
of miscarriage in the event of pregnancy. One may also we;r a tested
amulet - rhat is, an amulet which has already cured three parients, or
was made by someone who has previously cured three pitients with
other amulets. Ifone goes out into a public domain wearing an untested
amulet, he is exempt,rss because he is deemed to have worn it as apparel
when transferring it from one domain to the other.

'I he re is a great deal of difficulty in this formulation of Maimonides.
l'o lrcgin with, he records what is clearly a superstitious practice, a
lrrr t which must be explained. Furthermore, he appears io ascribe
hcirling power to locust eggs, fox teeth, amulets and otirer superstitious
rlcrrrcnts, which is surprising since his view of these things is well
lrowrr.r5a Because of the healing power of locust eggs u"rrd otha.
r lrlr rrrs, one is permitted to go out with them on the S;bbath. What
rlctr.r rrrines whether one may go out with an amulet on the Sabbath is
t{lx.rlr(.r ir is an "expert" amulet. Thus, it seems that his acceptance of
lltc ruJrostitious even enters into the halakhic sphere.r35

'rt I . , hc is exemp( from punishment, but it is still forbidden ro be done.lI Sr.c lris commentary to Yoma B.4,M.ishneh Toml4 Ahum ll. 16,and Guide 1.61.
Alrrrrlrirrrr Mainxrnides, Milbamot Ha$hcm 84, states explicitly tha! the preserving srone
rirr,r trot worl.

... 
r'^ Sce also his commcnrary to.!,iabbol6.2. Weiss, Beit Talmud | (lggl\:229, noce

17, polrrtr orrt lhat Maimonidcs' addition of the phrase ,.provided that physicians say

I
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I have no doubt that this law mustbe understood in the same fashion

as Akum 17. 11, where Maimonides permits one to recite a charm on

U.frrf of ut otft.r who has been bitien by a snake' Maimonides does

,roi U.ti.u. that this can cure him but permits the recitation since
;1i *itt p..r.r, nis mind from being disconcerted'"'56.Similarly' in the

abou. p'a..ug. Muimonides is not foliowing the Talmud in accepting the

t 
"Aiarg 

p"*".. of amulets, locust eggs, etc" but he does recognize that

tt ev hlve psvchological value. With regard to the Sabbath' if an amulet

i. r.Jid.lv betierea t-o be of value, i' e., having "cured" three times' the

rabbis ieclared that one who wears it as an ornament, as opposed to

carrying it, is not in violation of the halakhah tsT In Maimonides' view'

u. tu, aI th. Sabbath law is concerned, popular perception' suPported

by medical opinion, of the efficacy of locust eggs, amulets, etc' suffices

to turn them into an ornament and it is not relevant that, in reality, the

belief tlat amulets can cure is a mistaken concePdon'r38

that it is medically effective" suffices to ensure that this situation will only rarely occur'

However, this does not explain why Maimonides, if he did not belicve in the powcr of

amulets, recorded the law in the first place See also lrvinger, Dathhei ha'Maltashaoal4

129-130, who Places this Passage in the context of other Talmudic laws which aPPear

in the Mi:hneh'Torah euen tt ough they do not fit in with Maimonides' worldview One

.,lJ .*urnpt" is Temidin u'Musifin 8. 3: E:,1 f i'1!t' E un Although Levinger's apEoach

is probably correct with regard to ihe other examples he gives, I question whether it can be

applied to Shabbot 19. l!-14.
rr Kafih, in his commentary to Aium 11. I I (erusalem: Makhon Mishnat haRambam'

1984), claims that when Maimonides permis the recitation of a charm in the Mishtuh

Torab he is referring to a case where the ,eciter knows that his words are meaningless

and his purpose is rierely to calm the one who was bitten However' when the reciter

beli.resi., tir. po*e. of tire charm' then it is forbidden Although he does not mention

it, Xrfrirt poirri .* perhaps be supporred by the language of S4'7 ha'Mi4oot' negatj\c

commandment 35, where, in recording rhe Prohibition against reciting a cha'm over a

wound, Maimonides writes: :m:r mlp'rl tn:rul olPD )v lbxr ' That is, it is only in this

circumstance that it is forbidden.
Ir7 As Rashi puts it, Srarral 6Oa, s. v. she'eino::nm #m| xrir DrD)nl ''lu nnDrb 

'rD?:
IU'!:'DD. See also R. David \bn Zirnta, She'elot u-Teshuvot ha-Radbaz Q'lew York, no d!tc)

nos. 1436, 1526; and N atharlson, Shoel u-Mes,iv, Fourth Series, vol 3, no 86'

rs Althoug! the amulet itself cannot cure, as Meiri poitrts out ard Maimonides no doubt

ogrees, the piychological (placebo) effect of the amulet could' in fact, b€ enough to effcct r
piysical cure. See his c ornrnentary to Shabbat 53a ,'DPit ), uuD) TnD Pnnb ]t':Du tult E lLo

io',aat, -d S/rorrrt 67a: '1r! NrDtl nna or,:u nrn Drrrlri on :l rrDl Pl ulxl lbnn lnu 'rrDU

'!:D T, 
'rrnn. 

This approach could explain why' in Akun ll l l, Maimonides pcrmits onc to
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Related to this are Maimonides' comments in Guidz 3.37. Here he
explains that the sages permitted one to wear a fox tooth and similar
healing devices which were connected to the idolatrous practices of
the nations, not because they truly worked, but because in the days

of the sages these were commonly, and mistakenly, believed to have

leal healing power.r3e The fact that Maimonides himself records the
Mishnaic ruling implies that even in his day people, and doctors, had
laith in these folk remedies.r40 Contrary to Levinger's understanding,ral
rrne need not connect Maimonides' comments in the Guile with the

Permission to wear these devices on the Sabbath. Rather, his only
r oncern in the Gzide is to explain why the sages Permitted one to make
rrsc of these semi-idolatrous fraudulent Practices for healing.

It is not clear, as Levinger would have it, that Maimonides would

1x'rmit one to go out with a fox tooth on the Sabbath even if people
Irccirme convinced that it had no value, for then it would apparently
r (.rrsc to be an ornament. Despite the fact that the Mishnah permits this
,rr lion, according to Maimonides this permission is contingent upon
tlr lirx tooth being regarded as having therapeutic value.ra2 If there

rr(rtc r charm even though calming a person's nerves is not sumcient justification to violate

r lriblical commandment. To do so, one must be confionted with a case of real piqudh nelesh.

lIcr clirrc, cven rhough Maimonides only sp€als ofthe psychological effect that reciting
n . lr;r rr has upon the one bitten, it seems clear tha! he permiE this recitation precisely
lrr,rrrsc he believes that the charm's psychological impact could affect the person's

|lryriral wcll-being and save his life. (This interpretation of the Talmudic passage is

rr rr.rlly ollered by R. Perahyith ben Nissim, an Egyptian sage from the generation after
Mrrrrrrorrtles. He does not, however, discuss Maimonides's view. See his commentary to
t,rrrr,/r llcrusalem: Makhon Ofek, 19881 279: llDil Trr'lir nvl l]Drn N)D rI nD'n, l:rnnl
l'nt rDnD.) We must not forget that in his responsum dealing with qa|lanit, Maimonides
rlhr rrr:rcs "soothsafng, divination, conjecture, and fantasies, from which at some lime
Irrxllrr ol weak constitution might be affected." We thus see that he was fully aware that

lryr lrrrlr rgical factors could have a bodily eftecr; see Alter Hilvitz, L i-Leshonot ha-Rambam
(frr rrr,rlcrn: Mossad Harav Kook 1950) 264, and kvinger, Darhhei ha-Mdpshaualu 151.

t* S&.'lc.thuvot ha-Ras,hD4 ed. Dimitrovsky, vol. 1,284-288, where R. Solomon ben
Arlr t rorcs an apparent intemal contradiction in Guidt 3. 37, and the response to
Arfr rr i'r R..Judah Moscato's Kol Yehud,ah 4. 23 (printed in the standard Hebrev{ editions
rl tlrl. Iul/l/i).

It" Scr alsrr his commentary to Shabbat 6.9-10.
ttt |trahhri ha.Mahashaoah. 137.
rI scr. Ilis (rrnn)cnt appended ro the law:'One may go out on the Sabbath into a

plhllr r l n ririr . . . wcaring a locust egg, a fox tooth, a nail from the gallows of an impaled
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is a general consensus among physicians that the fox tooth has no
value, one would not be permitted to wear it on the Sabbath, although
in accordance with the Mishnah's ruling it would not be regarded as

d,arkhei emori. It is true tlat in the famous case of taefot Maimonides
refuses to admit the possibility that with scientific advances the law can
be updated.tas However, unlike the case of terefot, whether the fox tooth
is regarded as an ornament, enabling one to go out on the Sabbath, is
dependent on public perception which doar change with time.u{

There is another example where Maimonides appears to codi$
superstition. Saraliot 60b reads as follows:

convict, or any otlrer article suspended on the body for medical rcaso[s, Widzd thar
ph2sicians sq th.at it is med,icall, clf.ctioe." Note thar popular perception which is not
based on expert opinion does not confer upon something the status of ornamen!. By
the same token, only expert opinion would be able to determine when an amulet is to
be reSarded as "tested."

r\ shzhilah 10. t2-t3.
r{ This may explain why Maimonides does nor codiry Srlarra, 6.9: "Boys may go

out wirh garlands." For an entirely diflerent reading, according to which Maimonides
accepted the power of a! least some amulers, seeJ. David Bleich, "Maimonides on rhc
Distinction between Science and Pseudoscience," in Rosner and Kottek, ed!., MoJa,
Maimonilcl Physician, Scizntist, and, Philosophct 105-115, and his lengrhy note on pp,
253-254. Israel Finkelscherer; Mose Maimunis Sulluw zum Aberglaubcn unl, zur M)slil
(Breslau: U.S. Schotrlaender, 1894) 91, note 3, givcs an in[eresting, but misratcn,
solution to the problem we have been discussing: "Soll dies nichr mit der ganzen
Anschauungsweise Maimunis in Widerspruch stehen, so miissen wir darunter nur cinc
f'1* tD r$Dp, ein heilbringendes Kduterbundel ventehen, welchcs auch sotlst schlechtrf,cg
sls Ka.mea (T. b. Kidd. 73b, dagegen heisst hier eine geschricbene Kamea xinrE) bczcichnct
wid." To begin with, Finkelscherer has put forth Rashi's understanding of the passagc in
Kiddushin, ard we do not know if Maimonides shared this interpretation. FurthclhorE, cvcrl
if Finkelscherer is conect in his identification of l.r'Dp, this says nothing about Maimonidrt'
mentio[ ofthe fox tooth, locust egg, ctc.
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As Rashi points out, and there appears to be no other way to
understand the Talmud, this law is directed to the angels who are said
to accompany man. They were especially needed at this point since the
l>athroom was regarded as a place inhabited by demons, (it would not
be proper for the angels to acrually accompany a person inside). One
would have expected Maimonides to either omit this law or record it in
a vastly different form, but this is not what he does. Tefillah ?. 5 reads:

Whenever one enters the priry, before entering, he says: .Be honored,
holy honorable ones, servants of the Most High. Guard me, guard me.
Wait for me until I enter and come out, as tlis is the way of humans.,'

Maimonides has combined the view of the anonymous amora arrd
that of Abaye, and in so doing has lent his support to the Talmudic
n()tion of two angels which accompany man in his daily routine.r{5 It is
not clear to me why Maimonides chose to include this law in the Code.
lir begin with, since he denies the existence of demons, why does one
rrcr.d angels for protection? Furthermore, in the Guidz Maimonides
irrtcrprets the idea of two angels accompanfng man to refer to the
grxrd and evil inclinations.r6

In fact, it is not only in the Cuidc that Maimonides rationalizes the
rrotion of angels. ln Mezuzah 6. 13, he writes:

Orrr ancient teachers said: "He who has phylacteries on his head and
arrn, fringes on his garmerlt, and.amezuzalz on his door may be presumed
not to sin, for he has many monitors - angels that save him from sinning,
as it is said: 'The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that fear
I Iinr and delivers them' " (ps. 34: 8).

l r om this passage we see that Maimonides interprets ,,angels" to
llrcnn lhc positive spiritual effect engendered by the cop1p3n6ri.rr6. rrr

t'\ Scc Ta'onit lla, Hagigah 16^, Shibbat ltgb.ti ( juilc 3. 22. For Maimonides' other inrerprerations of -angels," see Finkel-
r lrrr cr, Morr Maiflurit Skllung 29ff.; A.lexander iltrnann, "Angels ind Angelology,"

^wt 
hP n ludaica" vol. I, 975.

..rl R. Zvi Hirsch Chajes, in his glosses to Td,anit lla, l.Iagigah l6a, and SluDrd, I lgb,rrll. rflcnrion to Mishnch Tomh, Mezuzah 6. 13 in order to explain how Maimonides
tltrr hrtvr understood rhe Talmudic passages which claim that man is accompanied by
lur tnx.li. 'l his is significanr for ir shows rhat Chajes, although a rlzrl4 ,"" rrru*"r.
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On entering a priry one should say: Be honored, holy honorable ones,
servants of the Most High. Give honor to the God of Israel. Wait for me
until I enter and do my needs, and return to you." Abaye said: "A man
should not speak thus, lest they should leave him and go. What he should
say is 'Guard me, guard me, help me, help me, support me, support me,
wait for me, wait for me, until I enter and come out, as this is the way of
humans.'"
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Therefore, it is strange that Maimonides would include Tefillah 7 ' 5 \n

the Code as it appeirs to endrely contradict his view of angels'ra8 It

ulro .o.rt."di.t. hii Fifth Principle which states that all prayers must be

directed towards God.rre

of what Maimonides himself wrote in the Cuids As we have seen' he unde$tands the

,". 
""g"lt 

i. U. referring to the good and evil inclinations' and not' as Chajes would

have it, the spiritual Power of the mitzvot'
While on'the topic, i! is wordl mentioning that Maimonid€s also rationalizes Satan'

,.ra.rriunaing him to be, among other things' the evil inclination; see 
.Cuidz 

3 22'

yi"nn"n fo-i Me'ilah 8. 8; Tweisky, Introduction 413 (Twersky's note 140 should be

.or...t.d to..ud Gride 3 22); and Abraham Nuriel, "The Concept of Satan in rhe Guide

oi-,f,. f..pf.*"a" ,lZ"t herei Ynwhalnlim be'Mah:he et Yi:raet 5 (1986): 83-91 [Hebrew]'

i"., fror*"., Guidz 3 26 where Maimonides quotes the same rabbi[ic tort which

,,tt 'ita a. g i" u"""a on, but here the term "Satan" appears Having already exPlained in

Guida 3.22 wh^tsaLan is, he felt no need to remove the term in Cu ial' 3 26 Yet since he

had not given such an explanation in rhe Mis hneh Torah. he fe!r' it 
^PPropriate 

to remove

mention of Satan in Melitih 8.8. ln his rarionalization of Satan Maimonides was not

origi.,l, fo. *r. Tut* Uld, Bata Balra 16a, identifies Satan with both the Angel of Death

ani the evil inclination. That not only rationalists adoPted the Talmudic idenlification

is evident from Rashi's comment to foza 67b s't ha'Satan, wbere he too identifies Satan

with the evil inclinarion. As can be seen from other Passages, Rashi did not deny the

existence of Satan, but he did not always re8aid the Tatmudic references to Satan as

meant to be taken literally See R.Joel Sirkes' Bqit Halash, Otuh Hqtim b85's v amnr

Rabbi Yilhak, who discusses an example where Rashi does take the Talmud literally and

R. Nissim interprets Satan as the evil inclination'
r{s See Finkelscherer, Mose Maimunit Stcllu,"g n8, note 2 After this paper was

completed, Professor Warren Zev Harvey offered an intriSuing suggestion to exPlain

'Itittnh 7. 5. According to him, Maimonides might be refelrinS- to the intellects'

Eitering the priry, one ireaks offconjunction wilh the inlellers' and upon.exiting one

h.roes t6 resume rhe coniunclion. See similarly, Rabbenu Manoah' Sefet ha'Menu@

"df 
E. Hr*iu 11..r, alem-, l97O) ad lac. and Nachum Eliezer Rabinoitch' Yad Pahutah

(lerusalem, 1984) ad lot
"."Foranimplausiblesolutiontothisproblem,seeR.MeirbenSimeonofNarbonnc'

sqer ha-Meorot, ;d,. M. Blau (New York, 1964) 180 There are a few other passages in thc

Itiishneh Torah which, at first glance, apPear to contmdict Maimonides' philosophical

outlook. Yet most of these examples can be explained uith little dilficulty For examPlc'

l*irrger, Darhhei ha'Mabashat'ih 130, note 128, calls attention ro Ahum 7l' 15' 
^t

implf-ng an acceptance of magic: !tD{r: norE itp,u xl n}rPD :'rn lulDn Howcvcr' I

tetieve i.anb, in his comment on A hum 11. 11, has adequately explained the Passagc:

x5 u:r nv:) irr D lrp)'T )v l:l n"!r, ra9,D xrl', lx'llgrPn nE',E xln nDlb np'2 rDl nrl:'l

5:lra ):irt ,o'}:ir ):n plnut lrr rpo ):;t ': ,norr tlh rDv. See also the interesting suggcslion

of David Horwitz, "Rashba's Aftitude towards Science and its Limits," Toroh u-Madda Jou al

3 (199t-1992): 73, note 26. A less plausible explanation ofthis passage has bccn suggcslcd

Now we must ask what imPact Maimonides' implacable oPPosition

to superstition had among later halakhists. For the most Part, it seems

that iis influence was negligible. Not only did superstition-related

halakhot not disapPear from halakhic writings, but on the contrary, as

time went on they greatly increased so that modern halakhists often deal

with superstitions that earlier generations were entirely unaware of. At
first glince it is astounding that the most prominent Post-Talmudic
halakhist should have had so little imPact in this area. Yet when one

considers the fact that his demand for philosophical and scientific
study, as elaborated uPon in Yesod.ei ha'Toral4 chaPters l-4, was likewise

rejected by the halakhists, their repudiation of his halakhic rationalism
is only to be expected.

Still, it is incorrect to say *rat Maimonides had no influence in his

rciection of superstition-related halakhot' His son, R. Abraham, and the

circle around him certainly carried on Maimonides' rationalist approach

to Talmudic halakhah.r5o Meiri is also clearly indebted to Maimonides
irr a few of his formulations, and I have called attention to these. Yet
lrc also shows great origina.lity and deviates from Maimonides on many
(,(cAsions.r5t As I have already indicated, a seParate study is needed
to clarify Meiri's approach. Such a study would helP determine how
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hy llczal€l Safran, "Maimonides' Attitude to Magic and to Related Types ofThinking," Pord,

li'\4: Studies Presented to Rabbi Dr Joseph Safran, eds. B. Safian and E. Safran (Hoboken:

Krrv, 1992) 103, note 2.

''(' Maimonid€s' influence is also seen in the recently published comme[tary ofR- Pembyah

ln.r Nissim to Slarra, (see the Introduction, pp. 7-9), as well as in certain formulations of
It t ).fvid ben Samuel ha-Kokhavi in his Se/ar ha'Battim. Howe\er,both R. Perahyah's and

lt l)uvid's opposition to superstition is not as uncompromising as that of Maimonides.
l^r ln addition to examples already mentioned, see his commentaty lo Shabbat 53a,

wlrr'rc Mciri speaks of amulets which can cure animals. In his commentzty to Sanhedrin

ll?h lr< speaks of people who have the ability fDn rnID NID nD' hltl'lf 8115. In his

r,rnnrfrcnlary lo Sanhedrh 65a and 68a he seems to accept the Talmudic view that one can

l,oltr(,| Ilnimsls tkough charms. As for reciting an incantation over a bite, in his commentaly to

,tirr'rrrlrl,r 68a he follows Maimonides and only mentions the psychological efrect. However,

h hri commcntary lo Sanhedrin lola he puts fonh an original halakhic view. In order to

tflrr(nrlc it one must consider the following: l. Maimonides allows one to recite a charm

vor nnskc bite because of its psychological etrect (Akun ll. ll). 2. Maimonides forbids

orr ro rccitc a charm in order to prevent a snake from birt,Jjlg (Akum 11. l0). As far as

Mrlrrrorridcs is concem€d this is always forbidden, even if one is about to be bitten. Sioce

Tlrrrrrr nrc rncaningless this is obviously not a case of Piquah nefash vrhich would permit one

kr violxrc rlrc biblical prohibition against engaging in sorcerT. 3. On the other hand,

r
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significant Maimonides' ground-breaking rationalization of Talmudic
halakhah was in creating an atmosphere of intellectual fieedom uis-a-

,is these halakhot, a freedom which enabled Meiri to offer his own
rationalizations.

One signifrcant point which should be noted here is Meiri's under-
standing of the prohibition of zugot, which has already been discussed
with regard to Maimonides. Meiri, while also rejecting any demon-
related harm in zzgol, approaches matters from a different perspective.
According to him, the sages realized that zugot were nonsense. Yet
because they were so ingrained in the people's psyche, and since the
belief in the harmful nature of zugot did not violate the prohibition
against following Gentile practices, not only did the sages see no need to
uproot it, but they even lent it support by offering special reasons why
zugo, were used on certain occasions (e.g., the four cups of the Passover
Seder). Since in Meiri's day, however, no one paid any attention to
zugot, it was permissible to disregard it entirely.r52

While this bears certain similarities to the reason Maimonides offers
for sacrifices, there is a crucial distinction. According to Maimonides,
it was *re people's naivet6 that was responsible for the existence of
sacrifices. Yet, the institution was never abolished but directed towards

Rashi, Sanhedrin 65a s.v. aszl who accepts the magical power of charms, permits their
recitation ifthere is a danger that one is going to be bi en because this is a case ofpi?&at
nz/eri (see also Rashi to Sanhcdrin l0la s,v. oeJohshin). In his commentary ro Sarfudrrn
l0la Meiri combines the opinions of Rashi and Maimonides and wrires thar one can
recite a charm belore being bitten and even rhough ir has no effect ir is permirted IID
1'), myt l:Dn. As we have seen, this lastjustificatio[ is only used by Maimonides with regad
to alter orrc is bitten. A funher example of Meiri's halakhic divergence from Maimonides is
found in his discussion of astrology; see Schwartz, "Thc Debate on Asial Magic i! Provencc
in thc Fourteenth Century" 146-151. See also Binyamin Ze'ev Bercdik, Merkaz ha-Torah
be-Pmvence (le[Jsnlem: Mossad Hamv Kook, 1985) 252--253.

r52 CorEnentary to Berakhot 5lb, Pesafiim 109b, (and see the similar explanations
regarding other superstitions in his commentary to Shabbat 67^, Sanhcd,rin llla, and
Aoodah ?*rah 21b). lrt Pesalyin l09b the Talmud concludes: 'When one is particular
labout z1€rr], they [the demons] are particular about him, while when one is not
particular, they are not particular about him." Meiri rationalizes rhis passage so lhat it lr
not the demons which cause problems for one who is particular about zrrgor, but rathcr
one's own psychological state:'ri!P'! 1r L':rD: Tr'rnD lb'l ,nDhn rI nn f!r: ):pD E :D r,
n') p"rDp R) 'rDp $'r ,n') p'rDp. (Sfi-argely enongh, tn lliddushci ha-Meiri to P.sohir,\ 979,
Meiri chamc(erizes zugD, as dangerous on account of demons.)
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a good end. According to Meiri's view of zugot, not only was the practice
not abolished but no attempt was even made to foster a positive end.
If there is any basis for Meiri's vtew of zugot in Maimonides' view of
sacrifices, it is only a very general perception regarding the relationship
between law and popular pracrice.

However, there seems to be another Maimonidean source which
could have had more of an impact on Meiri's formulation, assuming
Meiri was familiar with it. I refer ro the Letter on Astrology discussed
irt the beginning of this paper. In this letter, Maimonides explains
rhat one of the reasons why this superstition appears in the Talmud
is that a sage may have been expressing himself "with a view to the
times and the business before him." This fits in very well with Meiri's
rrnderstanding of the sages' tolerance ofpopular custom. Furthermore,
although Maimonides does not permit one to write holy names, names
rrl angels, etc. on the insid,e of a mezuzai, he does permit one to write
thatklai on the ottter side of the parchment.r5s Here we have an example
where because Maimonides does not see any halakhic prohibition in
thc practice, a practice popularly believed to ward off demons and
otlrcr harm,r5a he is willing to allow the masses to continue with their
r rrstom. This fits in well with Meiri's understan ding of zugot.

Another instance of indebtedness to Maimonides is found in the
Shtrlhan Arukh,t55 which repeats the view of Maimonidesr56 that one
nrny utter an incantation over a snake wound even though it does not
r urc but is merely a psychological device. What makes this ruling of
tlv. Shulhan Arukh so significant is that although Karo took chaims
lnrl inr:antations very seriously, and did not shy away from including
lurr('r'()us superstitions in his code, in this case he chose to follow
Mairrronides' formulation. Further research into Karo's relationship to
rrlx'rslition would do much to clarify matters in this regard.r5T

Although it is true that for the most part Maimonides' view of

trt Mishneh Torah Mezuath 5. 4,
rrr Scc.loshua Trachrenberg, ../aui r Magit and Superttition (New york: Behrman,

l0lr,), r46.
trt Yorth Dt'ah 179.6.
rh ,lllrn I l. I l.
f$ Wlthrrur going too far a6eld, it is worth n otan9 :lirat Shllllan Arukl4 yorch De,oh 179

h htll ol rrrpcrsritions. Eliav Shohetman could have cited this secrion to further bolster
hlr r lrlnr that thc contradictions in the Shulhan Aruhh show that it was never intended
lr lr r r rxlc ()l pr.rcdcal halakhah, but mthcr a collecrion ofhalakhic rulings left ro the

I
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superstiLious halakhot is ignored by later authorities' there are times

when it is cired in support of a lenient decision For example, there are

numerous discussioni about what the halakhah is if one leaves food

under a bed.r58 According to Maimonides it is obvious that if nothing

fell into the food one is permitted to eat it. Yet, according to those

who view the prohibition as based on the feat of rual.t ra'al\ malters are

more compliiated. A good number of halakhists simply declare that

when dealing with evil spiris there is no such thing as an ex post facto
leniency. However, this approach is not universal and there are many

halakhic authorities who do argue for 
^n 

ex Post facto leniency, some of
them citing Maimonides' view to suPPort this position.r5e

In conilusion, I believe there can be no doubt concerning the

far reaching significance of Maimonides' approach to suPerstition in
Talmudic ttatatlaf,. It was unprecedented and courageous, and there

are probably other examples of this approach which I have overlooked'

Nevertheless, we have seen that Maimonides' Presentation is not free

from difficulties and there are times when he appears to deviate from
his general pattern. These examples require further study-as does the

largir question of Maimonides' influence on later halakhah, which we

were only able to touch on here.

University of Scranton

discretion of the decisor. See his 'Concerning the Contradictions in the Slzftaz iruli
and the Nature and Obiectives of this Work".4su/ol3 (1989):323-329 [Hebrew] In179'

5, quoting the fz4 Karo accepts the magical power of incanlations. ln 179 6 he quotct

Maimoniles' rejection of the value ofincantations. ln 179' 7 he retums to quoting thc

f.r7's acceptance of incantations (Regarding the Shulf,an Aral,, containing mutually

exclusive opinions of Maimonides and the fz\ see the recently published commenl of
R. flaryim Vital in ,tu uJot 3,273,-274.) Commenting in his Bail Yosel Yot h D.'ah 179, on

t}rc firr's ruling that one can recite a charm to prevent a pursuing snale from biti[8
him, IGro wtitis that dris is obvious since nothing stands in 6e way of piqrah n46h
It is only because IGro accePts the magical power of incantations that the lz7's ruling

appears obvious to him. Maimonides, however, disagrees. See note 150, Bqit Hafurl\
Yonh De'ah 179. 

^nd 
Dcrishnh, Ymeh De'ah 179. 3.

rs See the many sources cited in R Ovadiah Yosef, Yabi'a Omct, vol. I 0erusal.m,
l9b4) Yorch De'ah. no.9,

rs See also Malbim, Atpt ha'I:IaDir\ 4. 4, who uses the sarne principle in discusring

a different example: rrnn ,"uill rDn@:"rx xt'!E t"t tg n::D 
', 

t"nrf !7lrl' fx D":DlntD 'r
$r rl.'t 14, )xrn 'not$t 't:v'l f:v, D"D .'. m: u* :"v: ):) 'lxrr r": alpt o'r r"r' hpl
rI: :": llr ]ml o':a'rn.

UNE LISTE DE MANUSCRITS:
PRELIMINAIRE A TINE NOWELLE EDITION

DU DAI-A.LATAL.HAYRYN

Par

COLETTE SIRAT

A Salonon Pinis q)i m'a ait, d son ha,bitulz,

Prodiguz ici ses cottsrik priciela et son aidt ami-
caLe.

Le texte arabe du Guidt des Egarx de Maimonide a 6t6 publi€ quatre
kris. L'€dition faite par S. Munk i Paris, en 1856, 6tait bas6e sur les
rrurnuscrits de Paris, une copie partielle du texte arabe en marge de
lir version h6braique de l'6dition de Venise (exemplaire dont nous
r(' savons rien de plus), six manuscrits de la Bibliothdque bodl6ienne
rl'()xford et les deux manuscrits de Leyde.

[,n 1895, H. Hirschfeld publiait un certain nombre de variantes
rrrlrpl6mentaires (Kritische Bemnkungen zu Munk's Ausgabe dzs Delalat
,|lluri'nn, dans Monatsschrift fiir Gxchiehte und, WissenschaJt dzs Judzn-
l,lrror.r, vol. 39, 1895, p. 404-413, 460473).

l.'6dition de I.Joel, parue i.J6rusalem en 1929, ajoute les variantes
rlr. rrombreux manuscrits, mais leur cote n'est pas clairement exprim6e:
l, rcpr6sente tous les manuscris de Leyde; O tous ceux d'Oxford;
l'tous ceux de Paris; X d'autres manuscrits non identifi6s; Y encore
rl'lrrtrcs manuscrits non identifies; Z encore d'autres manuscrits qui ne
rrrt l)irs non plus identifi6s. En appendice, I.Joel a donn6 le texte des
lr ngrncnts consid6r6s comme autographes qui ont 6t6 trouv6s dans la
( ircniza du Caire et publi6s, le premier par D. Yellin et les seconds par
ll llirschfeld.
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La troisieme edition est celle du Rav J. Kafih $6rusalem, 1972).

Outre les deux 6ditions pr6c6dentes, il a consult6 sePt manuscrits et

en a utilis6 surtout trois, tous d'origine y6m6nite: on les trouvera plus

loin sous les num6ros 37, 38 et 40.

Ces trois 6ditions sont en caractbres h6braiques. La quatriame est en

lettres arabes: elle a 6te faite d'aprds le texte de S. Munk et le manuscrit

d6crit par F. Rosenthal (cf. n. 11) par Hiiseyin Atay, i Ankara (Facult6

de th6ologie n' 93) en 1974.

Chacune de ces 6ditions a marqu6 une 6tape imPortante dans

I'histoire de la pens6e juive et arabe et a r6pondu i des besoins qui
sont encore actuels.

Grice ir S. Munk, puis i L Joel, les savants ont eu accds au texte
et celui-ci a servi de base aux traductions en langues occidentales que
nous utilisons constamment: dds 1856, celle de S. Munk en franqais (tra-

duction dont les notes restent indispensables), celle de M. Friedliinder
en anglais et, depuis 1963, celle, fort exacte, de S. PinEs.

Le RavJ. Kafih a donn6 non seulement le texte arabe, mais aussi

une nouvelle traduction h6braique avec des notes oi I'6rudition ne le
cEde en rien ir la clart€, dans une 6dition accessible i tous.

L'6dition en caracteres arabes permet au public musulman de lire
facilement le texte philosophique juif Ie plus important de tout le
Moyen Age.

Les 6ditions des traductions h6braiques sont loin d'avoir 6t6 I'objet
de tant de soin et nous n'avons aucune 6dition moderne des traductions
de Samuel Ibn Tibbon ou de Al-Hanzi.

Cependant, le but que se sont propos6 ces 6ditions arabes a entrain6
un certain nombre de cons6quences, d6jir pr6sentes dans l'6dition de
S. Munk, 6dition qui reste, en fait, le texte de base. D'abord, S. Munk
a corrig6 Ie texte arabe afin de le rendre plus lisible:

"N6anmoins pour 6viter au lecteur quelques difIicult6s... j'ai cru
devoir introduire, pour ce qui concerne les formes grammaticales ct
notamment les d6sinences, une orthographe plus r6gulidre, en 6vitant
les irr6gularit6s et les incons6quences que pr6sentent la plupart des

manuscrits des juifs arabes et souvent meme ceux des musulmans'
(intr. p. v-vi).

Ensuite, il a utilis6 les legons des divers manuscrits sans en notcr
la source: oQuant aux variantes des diff6rents manuscrits, je me sulr
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born6 i indiquer, dans les notes qui accompagnent la traduction,
toutes celles qui peuvent offrir quelque int6r6t pour la critique du
texte, ou pour I'interpr6tation de certains passages;j'ai accueilli dans
mon 6dition la leqon qui me paraissait la meilleure, et mon choix a
6te guid€ par un examen consciencieux, tant du texte original que des
versions h6braiques" (ibid.).

Depuis 1856, cependant, les ressources de la critique comme les
possibilit6s mat6rielles d'accBs aux manuscrits ont amen6les chercheurs
i. poser des questions auxquelles l'6dition de Munk, comme les 6ditions
suivantes, ne peuvent r6pondre.

Dans cet article, j'aimerais poser ces questions et, i d6faut de
donner des r6ponses, exposer les directions dans lesquelles il semble
qu'on puisse les chercher.

A.Ir Cuidz des Egaris n'a pas 6t6 6crit d'un seul trait: il a 6t6 redig6
par groupes de chapitres: dans sa letre iJoseph b. Juda b. Simon de
Ceutar, Maimonide 6crit: "je t'ai d6ji envoy6 six cahiers du Guidt, que
j'ai pris i quelqu'un d'autre. C'est la fin du Livre II. Je ne sais plus
si je t'ai envoy6 ou non I'introduction qui y est jointe. De sorte que
.je te l'envoie maintenant. Ces cahiers sont de la main du Juge Pieux,
et d'Abu-l-Muhasin (le beau-pbre de Maimonide)". Ainsi donc, avant
rn6me d'envoyer le texte iJoseph b. Simon, Ie disciple pour lequel il a
r6dig6 Ie Guifu, des cahiers du texte se trouvaient en d'autres mains.

La copie des six cahiers qui concluent le Livre I6tair de deux
mains diff6rentes: le beau-pdre de Maimonide et un autre personnage
de sa famille; ils avaient recopi6 Ie texre d6ji r6dig6 ou dict6 par
Maimonide i partir de notes ou de brouillons, et qu'il conservait par
rlcvers lui et appelait "son livre". Nous I'appellerions maintenant son
"autographe". k Rav J. Kafih d6crit ainsi la m6thode de r6daction
tle Maimonide: "Il avait l'habitude de mettre par 6crit sa premidre
i<l6e ou sa premidre r6daction sur des morceaux de papier volants, de
rlimensions diff€rentes et de formats divers qui pouvaient se trouver i
lxrrt6e de sa main; et I'on a trouv6 dans Ia Gueniza des brouillons du
Mishnt Tora, du Guidz dzs Egaris et de son Commentaire sur k Talmud. de
f 
('rusalem et de son Commzntaire sur In, Mishna3.

I Mosc ben Mairnotu cpistvlae, ed,. D.H. Bancth,J6rusalem, 1946, p. 67 - Ratbi Morhc
l,rn Maimon (Moimonidat) Igttot (l-etlers\, ed.J. Ibfih,J6rusalem, l9?2, p. 133.

I Un proche de Maimonide qui n'a pas 6rd identifi6.
I A cc sujet, voir en dcmicr: J. Blau er A. Scheiber, Al antogaph of Maimonidtt lrom

I
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Ensuite, il effaqait et adjoignait, retranchait et ajoutait, corrigeait et

changeait i plusieurs reprises jusqu'au moment oi il avait I'impression
que le texte avait pris sa forme d€finitive et qu'il convenait de le
transcrire proprement sous forme de livre..."r.

Cette m6thode de r6daction est conhrm6e par le neveu de
Maimonide; un manuscrit arabe (Gotha, ms. ar. 1937) d.es Aphorismes

porte le colophon suivant5: {'ai copi6 cet ouvrage d'un exemplaire
6crit de la main de Abul-l-Madni (il faut livre AbuJ-Ma,ili) Yussuf Ibn
Abdallah, fils de la sceur de notre auteur;j'y ai trouv6 la d6claration
suivante: J'ai transcrit le vingt-cinquidme chapitre seulement apris la
mort de mon oncle, sans qu'il l'efit r6dig6 comme il le faisait d'ordinaire
pour les autres. Il avait en effet I'habitude de mettre en ordre et de
corriger ses notes de sa propre main; ensuite,je les mettais proprement
au net en sa presence>.

Le "livre" servait de modble aux copistes, mais Maimonide le cor-
rigeait et y ajoutait sans cesse.

Les exemples de ces corrections sont nombreux pour le Mishni Tora
et elles affectent aussi bien le contenu du texte que le style. Nous ne
savons pas s'il en fut de m€me porlr Le Guidt dts Egaris et si la copie,
envoy6e en 1191 ou 1192 i Joseph b. Simon, diff6rait de maniEre
significative de celle que Samuel Ibn Tibbon r6clamait i Maimonide.

Toutefois, cela est probable; il suffit pour s'en convaincre de re-
garder les feuillets autographes retrouv6s dans la Gueniza du Caire;
huit feuillets au total ont 6t6jusqu'i present identifi6s:

1) un folio du livre I, chap. 2-3 (New York, Jewish Theological
Seminary, 8254.5 [Adler 3198.5] )6;

thc Adbr Collrction and thc Lcningmd Library, IhaIt of the Introd?tction to Sed.er Tohoror,

Jenrsalem, l98l et S. Hopkins, Til,o Neu Maimonidzan Autograph: in the John R)lands
LhitmiQ Libmry, in Bulletin of thcJohn R)lands Library,67, 1985, pp. 710-735.

a Mishna aaec h commcntlrin de Maimonilz, ed. J. Ibfih, J6rusalem, 1963, L lnroduc-
tion, p. 16.

5 David Kaufman, Le twotu de Maimontdt, in Retne da )itu.dts Juiua, \rI, 1883, p,
152-153. La traduction de D. Kaufrnann a 6t6 relue et pr6cis6e par S. Pinis.

6 M. Lutski, Hatekulal\ XXX-XXXI, New York, 1946, p. 683; S. Hopkins, An unpad
lished, Aulowph Fragnmt of Maimonidzs' Gtid,e oI thc Perylaxe4 dans Bullztin of thc Sth;olt
of Oripnlal ant AJrican Stud;es, 50,1987, pp, 465-469.
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2) deux fblios du livre I, chap. l?-21 (CollectionJack Mosseri VIII,
5l'r)7;

3) un fblio du livre I, chap. 44-45 (Cambridge, University Library,
'l aylor-Schechter Unit, 10 Ka 4r)8;

4) un folio du livre I, chap. 60 (CollectionJack Mosseri MII, 24)';
l-r) deux folios du livre II, chap. 30 (Manchester, John Rylands

l,ibrary, Caster collection B 2597 et B 4 C 94)10;

6) un folio du livre II, chap. 32-33 (m6me cote que Ie n" 3).

l,e n" 4 est pr6sent6 dans le Catalogue de la Collection Jack
Mosscri comme <6tant peut-etre un autographe du Guide des Egards
rh.Maimonide,. En fait, le doute n'est pas permis, nous avons bien l).
l'aicriture courante de Maimonide, laquelle, contrairement aux 6critures
r rrr r('es calligraphiques, est aussi caract6ristique de son scripteur que le
sorrt les 6critures personnelles actuellement en usage.

Le tblio est d6chir6 sur toute sa longueur, nous avons donc la fin
rk's lignes au recto et le d6but des lignes au verso. Le d6but du folio
r orr espond, dans l'6dition de S. Munk, au milieu de Ia septiEme ligne
rlc la page 99 et les derniers mots lisibles sont ceux de la ligne 29 dans
l;r rn0me page 99. La reproduction quej'ai entre les mains ne permet
pirs une collation du texte mais, i premiire rue, il y a des variantes
.rrrcz importantes par rapport au texte imprime.

Selon S. Hopkins au contraire, les variantes par rapport aux 6ditions
i(,nl minimesrr. Cependant des lignes entiEres ont 6t6 barr6es par
I'autcur et d'autres expressions viennent les remplacerr2. Il est vrai que
la plupart de ces corrections, mais non p:rs toutes. se retrouvent dans

' Publi€s par D. Yellin, d^ns Tarbb I, 3, 1930, pp. 93-101.
{ Publi6, comme le n. 6, par H. Hirschfeld, dansJfeuir h Quarte y Reuicu, \Y, 1905,

pg,. {i78-686.
I Ct, Catahguz dz la couzctian Ja.h Mar'eri. Edite par I'lnstirur de Manuscrits Mi,

(r,lilm6s H6braiques avec le concouls de nombreux spdcialistes. The Jewish Narional
arxl University Library in collaboration with Manfred and Anne trhmann Foundation,
lclusalem, 1990.

ro S, Hopkins, arr. cir, n. 3.
rr .h will be seen that these variants are few and insignifiant, a circumstance which

rnrphasizes lhe fact that the manuscript (and printed) tradirion of Maimonides' C,uidz
ol th. Pa?lzxcd is in general a very faithful reflecrion of whar rhe Sage of Fustat himself
wrotc,, iri4, p, 466.

rr [-es corections les plus longues sont celles des detrx folios publids par H.
llirschfeld. Voir dans la Jeuish Quarta$ Reuieu, XY, 1902-1903, les reproducrions
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i

I

I

les 6ditions, mais l'existence meme de ces corrections multiples plaide

en tbveur de remaniements successifs, comme ce fut le cas dans ses

u.,,r.. or.urrg.., plut6t qu'en faveur d'un texte que Maimonide n'aurait

pas corrig6 Jt.-l to.rt..rti. 1190 (date de la composition) et sa mort en

t204.-- 
i;hypothase de corrections est d'autant plus plausible qrre les brouil-

ton. o.ri peut+lre et6 6crits ir des piriodes differentes .B,Chapira 
a

..rnuro.rd oue les fragments de Cambridge (qu'i) appelte H) et ceux

de la cllle.iio., Mossiri (qu'il appelle C) "Pr6sentent le m€me aspect

g6n6ral (coin gauche du bas endommag6 et me-me. 6criture. un peu

iass6e), mais Iil est d'une 6criture l6gdrement diff6rente' plus large

qrr. ."it. des deux autres et Pr6sentant de Plus cette particularit6 que

les caractlres arabes ; r: et ; sont fianscrits par ii, fi et li alors que dans

les deux autres ms. ils le sont par n, n et n. Ces observations nous amdnent A

conclure que H2 et C faisaient partie d'un m€me ms , tandis que HI provient' i
n'en poini douter, d'un ms. diff6rent, 6crit, e notre avis, bien avant le premier'

car cette manidre de transcrire les caracteres arabes d6cdle une habitude

masfuebine et par cons6quent atteste une 6poque ant6rieure ir I'arriv6e de

Maimonide .n Egypt". Nous sommes ainsi amen6s d reconnaitre l'existence

de deux mss. du i6'uide', tous les deux de la main de Maimonide, mais 6crits

ir des epoques diff6rentes, presentant des corrections et des surcharges dont

t". msr. definitift ont scrupuleusement tenu compte: le premier, appartient

probablement ir l'6poque of Maimonide composait le 'Cornrnentaire sur la

ii4ichna'; l'ecriture, lente et posee, indique que I'auteur m6dite longuement

ses phrases et r6flechit en ecrivant; le second ms' (H2 et C), ecrit d'une

main rapide et nerveuse est postdrieuor3. Il est evident qu'il convient de

reprendre I'ensemble de ces feuillets manuscrits et de les comparer, non

point "* 
6ditions, mais aux copies manuscrites elles-m€mes' L'examen

codicologique permettra peut-Ctre de savoir si ces feuillets proviennent d'un

-eme --anu.".it, comme le pense S. Hopkins, ou bien si ce sont les folios

oui fonl tace aux pp. 678 et 680. On trouve la PhotograPhie d'un grand nombrc
j:"rtog."ph.. de Maimonide dans S. D. Sassoo\ Maimoniilis Commtataius in Mkh'

-rr, iup.r,t ugr-,., 1956, vol. I, planches XLMI-LI la seule €tude sur l'€criture dc

Maimonide esicelle de Sassoon; les autres 6diteurs se contentent d'affirmer (commc jc

le fais moi-m€me!) qu'ils pr6sentent des autographes lrur conviction ne remplace par

une nouvelle 6tude ie l'6criture de Maimonide qu'il faudra bien entreprendrc un.ir)ur'
t! Un aurogruphe de Moitnonide, dans Ret e des Etudes juives XClx' 1935' pp l l-12
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et cahiers s6par6s ot, selon son neveu, Maimonide pr6parait l'6dition de ses

cuvres, et qui dateraient, comme le pense B. Chapira, de periodes diff6rentes
dans la vie de Maimonide.

Les folios autographes sont en caractdres hebraiques comme la trds grande
majorite des copies.

B. Avant de revenir i ces copies manuscrites il faut dire quelques mots
des copies en caractdres arabesra.

Nous savons qu'elles existaient du temps de Maimonide. Dans sa demidre
lettrer5, probablement arriv€e a Fostat aprCs la mort de Maimonide, Samuel
Ibn Tibbon expliquait les comrptions du texte arabe qu'il avait entre les mains
par deux hypothdses:

I ) il avait 6td transcrit sur un exemplaire en caractdres arabes;
2) il 6tait la copie d'un exemplaire transcrit sur un exemplaire en caractdres

rurabes.

D'autres faits conflrment que des exemplaires en caractdres arabes exis-
lllicnt du temps de Maimonide.

Le premier comme ntaire siur le Guide des Egar?s ( les proposirions au d6but
tlu Livre II) est d0 ir un musulman: Al-Tabrizi'6. Cependant, Abd-al-Latif, cit6
ptr Ibn Abi UsaybarT dit: <[Maimonide] composa un liwe pour les juifs qu'il
nltpcla Kitdb al-Dalalat et il a maudit celui qui l'6crirait dans une 6criture
rron hebraique. Je me suis rendu compte de ce qu'il en 6tait...). Abd-al-Latif
rrc tlit pas q:'il a lu le Guide. Cependant, les copies en caractdres arabes
(xrl bcl et bien exist6: S. Munk notait d6jd les citations du Gaide dans des
orrvrages arabes.

(i. Vajda a etudi6, et publi6 en partie, un abr6g6 du Guide en caractdres
nnrhcs, provenant de milieux chr6tiens (Paris, Bibliothdque nationale, ms.
nrrrhc 205) et deux citations dans des manuscrits du Tirytdq al-'uqilt8.

lr. Rosenthal a d6crit une copie dat6e de 147711478: le Guide est I']un

rr S. Ilopkins signale qu'un fmgment de la Gueniza (Cambridge, University Librdry, TS
Nl l(16.252) donne le texte arabe en camctares arabes et les citations h6briiques en camcteres
hlhnlqucs. C[ T$'o New Maimonidean Autographs, p. 713.

I llllc a ctc beaucoup moins 6tudi6e que la reponse de Maimonide (cf note l4). J'ai utilise
l'lllth dc Lcipzig, II, p.26.

'' ( ll (. Siral,,{ History of Jenish Philosoph) in the Middle Ages, Cambddge, 1985, pp.
,lll or 412

tt I 

^dn 
ul-,lnhd f-tahaqot al-Atibba, Beyro\tth, 1965, p. 687, la traduction du passage a 6t6

hllr lur S. Pints.
tt I h thtrlgi chriticn du Guide des bgarts de Moibe Maitnonide, dans Journal asiotique,
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des textes philosophiques copi6s par un 6rudit musulman y6menite, partic-

uliirement large d'esprit, dans un volume conserve i Istanbulre et sur lequel

H. Atay a base son 6dition.
On peut citer €galement, pour m6moire, un manuscrit transcrit en car-

actAres arabes par Saadia ha-L6vi, originaire du Maroc, pour l'6rudit chretien

Golius en 164411645 (Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, ms. Marsh 186, Cal
1240).

G. Vajda, cherchant ?r appuyer ou i rEfuter I'hypothdse d'un archetype

en caractdres arabes, a dress6 une liste, qui n'est pas--{it-il--+xhaustive,
des alt6rations supposant un texte en caractdres h6braiques et un texte en
caracteres arabes. Celles qui supposent un texte en caractdres arabes sont
plus nombreuses. Toutefois, en l'absence d'edition critique et de I'etude des

autographes de Maimonide, la question reste en suspens.

C. Revenons aux dditions en caractCres h6braiques et d la lettre de Samuel
Ibn Tibbon. Repondant e une lettre prdcddente du traducteur, Maimonide
donne une liste des corrections e apporter dans certains passages des deux
premiers livres et propose quelques traductions h6braiques'0. Samuel Ibn
Tibbon, au printemps 1205, lui 6crit alors: <J'envoie les trois livres [arabes]
que nous avons ici et qui ont servi de base i ma traduction. Je vous prie
de donner l'ordre i quelques-uns de vos 6l6ves de les collationner tr6s
soigneusement une ou deux fois, jusqu'ir ce qu'ils soient strrs qu'il n'y reste
aucune faute; et de contresigner la copie lorsque vous aurez v6rifi6 que la
correction a 6t6 bien faite...

...Je ne serai hanquille et en repos que lorsque je saurai que le livre a
et6 bien corrige, car il est bien difficile d'6tre sfir de soi lorsqu'on a utilisd
un livre of les fautes sont tellement nombreuses. MCme si l'6tudiant 6tait
savant, il laisserait passer bien des erreurs, combien plus [pour moi] qui n'ai

1960, pp. I 15-116. Selon S. Pints, il existe d'autrcs manuscrirs d'origine copte citant lc Or.ld,
des Egaris.

fe F. Rosenthal, From Arubic Book and Manuscripts: A one-wlume Library of,lrattlc
Philosophical and Scientfic Texts in Istanboul, in Joumal of the American Society, \tol.1rl
1955,P.14-23.

'?o 
La demidre edition de cette leftre cst c€lle d'L Shalit, dans Srrdries in Memory of lha

Rishon Le-Zion R X ly'r..Tsin, Jerusalem, 1985, pp. 25L290. L€s preckions donna.s drn! cal
article me pamissent regler les quostions de chrcnologie. Je remcrcie le Prof. M. Bcntyrhu
qui m'a signal€ cet aiticle et aimablement permis de decrirc lc msnuscrit du Crrlde qui lul
appartient (voir ms. no 35).
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pas respire Ie parfum de la science! Comme vous le venez, dans le liwe III,j'ai suggdr6 quelques corrections i la seconde copie qui m'est parvenue. Elle
est bea[coup moins fautive que la premitre car la premiere iopie, comme
je vous I'ai 6crit, m'a dorur6 l,impression qu'elle avait 6t6 nanscnte sur un
exemplaire en caractdres arabes...>.

Mai'monide 6tait mort depuis deux mois et demi et Samuel Ibn Tibbon
n'avait pas regu I'exemplaire parfait et signe de Mai,monide, qu,il d6sirait si
ardemment.

Les manuscrits existant aujourd'hui sont des copies de copies, mais il se
peut que, parmi elles, on en trouve qui donnent cette dernidre redaction, la
plus parfaite, comme il se peut que nous trouvions une copie de la premidre
ridaction.

La premiere chose i faire est bien evidernrnent d'6tablir une liste exhaus-
tive des manuscrits arabes du Guide des tgares. La liste des manuscrits qui
cst donn6e ici est un premier pas dans ce sens; elle n,est malheureusement pas
cxhaustive. Elle a 6t6 faite en effet d I'Institut des Microfilms des Manuscrits
hCbreux, i la Bibliothdque nationale et universitaire de J6rusalem, ot man_
qucnt certains manuscrits de New york, les copies conserv6es en URSS, les
liogments de la Gueniza non publies ou non catalogu6s (c,est-d-dire la plus
l*nde partie des fragments de la Gueniza), tous les manuscrits en caractdres
urlbes qui pourraient etre conserv6s dans les bibliothaques des pays d,lslam
ct ccrtains manuscrits des collections priv6es. Sont signil€s dans le nchier de
l'lnstitut des Microfilms, quatre copies suppldmentaiies (dont les microfilms
iont absents): Etats-Unis, New york, Jewish Theological Seminary, collection
Arllcr, 4040 et Adler 4187; URSS, Moscou, Bibliothdque L6nine, Gunzburgl0ll ct 162 l. Ajoutons i cette liste de manuscrits manquant ici les manuscrits
qri ont pu echapper i mon attention.

'lclle quelle, la liste qui suit comprend 44 manuscrits de l,ceuvre;

copies completes des trois livres
- ou d'un seul livre;

li'ugmcnts des trois liwes
ou d'un seul liwe.

A ccs 44 copies s'ajoutent les dix petits fragments d'un seul folio qui sont
lhruCs ir la fin. Parmi ces 44 manuscrits, douze seulement ont dte utilis6s
luf S. Munk (n., I l-14, 2O-25, 4243); les manusmits utilisds par I. Joeltr i(nrl pas identifiables. Le Rav J. Kafih a ajout6 A l,edition ai S. Uunt

t
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des variantes tirees des manuscrits 37, 38 et 40. Dans l'introduction a sa

traduction anglaise, M. Friedliinder signale les manuscrits 17-19' 26-33 et

44.
Nous avons donc les restes de 54 manuscrits au moins. Notons que sont

signalees, dans Ie fichier de l'lnstitut des Microfilms, environ 150 copies de

la traduction h6braique de Samuel Ibn Tibbon.
L'6tude de la date et du lieu de copie peut aider i la classification des

manuscrits, bien qu'il y ait eu, hds probablement, des traditions differentes

dans un m6me lieu. D'apr6s l'6criture et d'autres indices codicologiques.

nous avons une vingtaine de copies de type oriental, une vingtaine de copies

de type yemenite, deux ou trois copies de type espagnol et deux copies de

type marocain.
Ces chiffres et les localisations devront Ctre revus avec soin sur les

manuscrits eux-mOmes, et non pas sur les microfilms. En effet, il y a des

copies de la main de scribes yem6nites sur du papier oriental non yem6nite,

donc 6crits en dehors du Y6men et appartenant sans doute ir la tradition

orientale et non y6menite: ainsi le manuscrit 24 ecit en l43l par Saadia b.

Mordekhai b. Moise, le ydm6nite.

Deux manuscrits sont dates du xiii'sidcle: le no 21 6crit ir Erbil, dans le

Nord de l'lraq en 1275, el le no 31 6crit d Mardin, Turkestan t',rc, en 1292.

Les fragments de Ia Gueniza du Caire sont probablement contemporains (ou

ant6rieurs). Le no 24 a et6 ecrit en Orient en 1431, le no 20, toujours en

Orient, en 1474; le no 1l en Espagne, probablement i Grenade, en 1479 par

le grammairien Saadia Ibn Danan. Le no I a ete 6crit au Y6men en 1509.

L'etude pal6ographique permettra sfirement de classer les manuscrits

en deux groupes: l'un datant des xiii"-xiv" sidcles, l'autre des xv"-xvi'
sidcles. Cette classification, bien que grossidre, ne peut se faire que sur

les manuscrits eux-mOmes; les microfilms sont insuffisants. Aussi les seules

datations foumies ici sont celles de M. BeirArie, qui a examin6, en vue du

nouveau Catalogue, les manuscrits de la Bibliothdque bodldienne. De plus,
j'ai moi-m6me examine les manuscrits de la Bibliothdque nationale ir Paris

et ceux de la Bibliothdque nationale et universitaire ?r J6rusalem ainsi que le

manuscrit du Professeur Benayahu. Pour les autres bibliothdques, l'examen
codicologique et pal6ogmphique reste i faire.

D'autres indices peuvent aider ir r6pertorier les diverses traditions
manuscrites2r:

?i Les poemes en I'honneur dtt Guide ont b€aucoup d'impoftance pour la datation et la
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l) la maniire donl est ecrit le mot fasl (chapitre). Dans les brouillons
outographes, il est ecrit au centre d'une ligne vierge, en caractdres un peu

plus grands que le texte lui-m€me. C'est aussi la disposition que I'on voit
rlnns les deux manuscrits du xiii'sidcle. La mise en page change ensuite et il
csl probable que ce changement est li6 au temps et au lieu;

2) la numerotation des chapitres. Dans les brouillons autographes de

Muimonide, les chapitres ne sont pas numdrot6s. Comme nous I'avons vu au

rlCbut, Maimonide envoyait i Joseph des <cahiers> et non des <chapitres>.
l)c plus, les copies du texte arabe qui n'ont pas de num6rotation sont
trts nombreuses; parmi elles, figurent les n"' 2l et 32 qui datent du xiii"
sitclc. Certains exemplaires devaient cependant en porter une, puisque les
nbrcges chretiens en caractdres arabes sont numerot6s, d'une num6rotation
qui ne correspond pas d celle de l'ddition de S. Munk, mais qui existe
rntlcniablement22.

M. Hirschfeld sugg6rait que la numerotation avait ete faite par les tra-
(lucteurs et non par Maimonide lui-mdme. On sait que les num6rotations de

chlpitres difftrent dans les deux traductions hebraiques, celle de Samuel Ibn
l ibbon et celle de Juda al-Harizi. De fait, dans son introduction d la traduction
du Guide, Samuel Ibn Tibbon d6clare qu'il est l'auteur de la numerotation
dcs chapitres2r.

Dds d pr6sent, quelques conclusions se d6gagent:

l) Les premidres 6ditions du Guide des igarir n'avaient pas de

numerotation de chapitres; les copies oi une numerotation ne figure pas,

cornme celles of la numerotation a 6t6 ajoutee post6rieurement, ddrivent de
ccs cditions.

2) Les copies portant des num6rotations de chapitres diffdrentes remontent
plrbablement i des arch6types diffdrents, mais posterieurs dans le temps aux
plcrnitres 6ditions.

lEulisalion des copies des traductions h6braiiques. En revanche ils ne sont pas d'un giand
Eeours pour les copies arabes. Dans le no 21, on taouve trois poemes:22,20 et 18, selon la
(lrisilication de M. Steinscheidef Moli rreqom ha-mor4 (en hebtet) Kobez al-Yad,I,1885,
I I 16; compl6t6 par A. MaI',., Tetts by and about Maimonides, in Jeeish Aorkrly Reiew
N S. XXV 1935, p. 389 406. Dans le n' 12, le poeme n'est pas de la main du scribe.

)r Cf. l'article de G. Vajda (n. l8), pp. l2gsqq.
,t R. tospe,Ihe Number ond Division ofchapters in the Guide ofthe Perylavd (enhebteu),

it Shlono Pines, Jubilee volume, oh the occasion of his eightieth birthdal, part. I, Jerusalem
studics in Jewish Thought, volume VI[, 1988, pp. 387-397.
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3) Les deux traductions h6braiques ont eu, des leur d6but, des
numerotations de chapitres. De fait, toutes les copies des traductions
h6brai(ues ont des chapitres numdrot6s et les numeros font partie int6grante
du texte. Elles doivent 6tre compar6es aux copies en arabe portant des
num6rotations de chapitres ecrites en meme temps que le texte.

Les hypothdses sur la valeur symbolique du nombre des chapitres du Guide
des Egaris seront confirmees ou infirm6es par les manuscrits eux-m6mes,
qui viendront eclairer non seulement la traduction litt6rale, mais aussi le sens
philosophique voulu par Maimonide.

Seul un examen attentif de toutes les copies permenra de definir les
<familles> correspondant aux 6tapes successives de la redaction dl Guide.
Bien qu'ils soient de faible 6tendue, les fragments trouves dans la Gueniza
du Caire devront €tre pris en considdration, car leur dale est probablement
(ant6rieure ou) contemporaine des premidres copies complttes conserv6es
dans les bibliothdques. Cet examen doit pr6cdder la comparaison des textes
arabe et h6breu qu'appelle de ses veux M. H. Goshen-Gonstein et que nous
attendons tous2a. Une 6dition critique du Gaide arabe serait sans aucun doute
la bienvenue. David Yellin esperait25 qu'une telle 6dition serait publi6e A

I'occasion du 800c anniversaire de la naissance de Maimonide.
C'6tait en 1935!

ra M. H, Goshen-Gottstch, Matmonides' Gtide ofthe perpl*ed: Towards o Crltical Edl or,
in Studies in Jewish Religious and ll@llectual History preserrted to A. Ahmonn, Abbrrr|r,lg?/gl
pp. l33_142.

1'D!.td Torbiz.l, 3, 1929-1930, p. l0l.
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Le num6ro prec6de de <m.> donne la r6firence au microfilm de I'lnstitut
des Microfilms*. Les manuscrits dates sont accompagnes de la r6f6rence
a\x Manuscrits midiavau.x en caractires hebrai:ques portant des indications
de date par C. Sirat et M. Beit-Ari6, tome I, Paris-J6rusalem, 1972 (Mss en
caractires hibrailqres) ou par le numero de dossier du Comit€ de paleographie
hebraique (Paleographie).

New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Micl2257: (m. 28510)
T)?e y6m6nite. Tras bel exemplaire ecrit en deux colonnes, soigneuse-

ment calligraphi6 et decore e l'encre rouge parZacharie b. Shalom halevi
en 1509.

Les titres, premiers et demiers mots des livres, sont en tres grands
caract6res carrds. faJl est en grands caractares carres, d6cor6s de points.
La numdrotation des chapitres dans la marge est de la main du scribe.
Les corrections, de mains diverses, sont nombreuses surtout au dibut et
i la fin du manuscrit (Pal6ographic: D l0l).

2. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, Micr.2264., (m. 28517)
Type yemenite. Fragment du livre III, chapitres 2-52 (ff lr-104v).
L'ecriture carree est calligraphique. Les corrections en marge sont

peut-0tre de Ia main du scribe. Fasl est en grands caracteres carr6s decores
de sones de dessins. La num6rotation des chapitres dans les marges n'est
peut-etre pas de la main du scribe.

3. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Micr. 2265; (m. 28518)
Type oriental. Fragment du livre II, chapitres 4H8; 7 folios d'une

bclle ecriturc carree.

Les prcmiers mots et Fasl sont en caracteres plus grands. S,il y a
unc numerotation en marge, elle n'est pas visible sur le microfilm, car le
fi'agment est tris noirci.

. Jc ne rrunil urcz loucr l. potic-ncc .t I'obligc$cc d& pcrsooncs qui travlillc dlDs c.t
hatrur.

ul

Lisle des manuscrits
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4. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Mtcr 2492; (m 28745)

Type oriental. Fragment du livre II, chapitres lJ4;37 folios d'une

belle 6criture calligraPhique.

Les titres, pre;ie;s mots et F45l sont en grands caracteres cares' Il

n'y a pas de numerotation des chapitres Les corrections et les ajouts en

marge sont souvent ecrits e la verticale'

5. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Micr' 2493; (n' 28746)

Type y6m6nite. Fragments des livres I et II, jusqu'au chapitre 15: 82

folios, soigneusement calligraphi6s.

Les pimiers mots, les titres et Fasl sont en fies grands caractdres

"ur".. 
iu num6rotation des chapitres dans Ia marge ne semble pas Otre

de la main du scribe.

6. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Micr 2513; (m' 28766)

Type y6m6nite. Fragments du livre III: 70 folios d'une 6criture peu

courante.
Les titres sont en grands caractdres carres' Fasl est decor6 de points'

La num6rotation des chapitres a ete ajoutie dans la marge par une autre

main.

7. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary, Micr' 2518; (m 28771)

Type yemenite. Fragments des livres I et lI, avec de nombreuses

lacunes: 108 folios d'une belle €criture.

Les premiers mots et les tihes (y compris Fasl) sont en trds grands

caractdres carr6s. La num6rotation des chapitres fait partie du texte'

8. New York, Collection Lehman 296; (m.24641)

Type y6m6nite. Fragment du livre III, chapihes 37-50, 36 pages'

iasl est en grands caractdres carres et la num6rotation des chapitres,

dans les marges, n'est pas de la main du scribe.

9. San Francisco, Califomia State Library Collection Sutro 161; (m'

346s7)
Type y6m6nite. Fragments des liwes I, chaPitre 2 i II, chapihe 25:

75 folios soigneusement calligraphi6s.

Premiers mots, titres et Fdsl sont en grands caractdres carrCs Lt
num6rotation des chapitres dans la marge est de la main du scribe'
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10. New York, Jewish Theological Seminary Adler Collection no 343

(cat. p. 54); (m.28651)
Type oriental. I[ ne reste que le livre I, mais il est pr6ced6 de la liste

des chapitres des trois liwes inser6e dans des cadres traces a la plume

(ff. lr-162v); [a lacune dans le chapitre 19 a ete combl6e par une main

tres rdcente sur du papier lign6.
Les titres, les premiers mots et Fasl sont en trds grands caractdres

carr6s et la fin de chacun des chapitres est dispos6e en forme de dessin.

La numerotation des chapitres fait partie du texte.

France

I l. Paris, Bibliothdque nationale h6br 7581' (m. 12249)
Type espagnol, ecrit en 1479 probablement i Grenade par Saadia b.

Maimon Ibn Danan pour son usage personnel.

Il manque tout le livre I; du liwe II, restent les chapitres l-3, H,
4248 et le folio de la fin (tr lrl5r); tout le livre III (ff l5v-92r).

Les premiers mots et les titres sont en tr6s grands caractdres carrds,

quelquefois 6crits d I'encre verte ou violette. Fasl est en tres grands

caractdres carr6s et la num6rotation fait partie du texte.

Mss en caractires hibrai:ques 1,144.

ll. l'aris, Bibliothdque nationale h6br. 759; (m. 12250)
Type oriental. Livre II, chapitre 25 d la fin (ff. lv-133r). Cette

scconde partie du livre II a bien 6tE copiee en un volume separe, comme
lc montrent la page de titre au f. lv et la num6rotation des cahiers. Des

rlcux premiers quinions ne subsistent que 14 folios.
Les titres, les premiers mots et Fa.r/ sont en trds grands caractdres

curres; Fasl occupe le centre d'une ligne vierge et il est entour6 d'une
thlcoration simple. La numdrotation, de la main du scribe, se trouve
quclqucfois dans la marge et quelquefois fait partie du texte. Aux ff. 1r

ct ll3v, les podmes ne sont pas de la main du scribe.

II lhris, tlibliothdque nationale h6br.760; (m. 12251)
'lypc oriental. Livre III (ff. lr-l7lv), il manque la preface et les

rlunlrc premiers chapitres; en fait les 10 premiers folios sont les restes

J
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des deux premiers quinions. La numeroation des cahiers commengait

avec le livre III.
Les titres et premiers mots sont en trds grands caractdres carr6s. Les

chapitres ne sont pas num6rot6s.
Au f. l7lv, le colophon donne les trois premiers chiffres d'une date

qui serait 1.48U-9] de l'dre des S6leucides, date manifestement fausse

puisqu'elle correspond ir I 170-l 179, alors que le Gzide n'6tait pas encore

rddi96.

14. Paris, Bibliothdque nationale h6br.761; (m. 12252)

Type oriental. Fragments du livre III (ff. lr-ll7v): 2 fragments du

chapitre 17, puis chapitres I H9. Il y a des lacunes, et cahiers et feuillets

sont transpos6s. On trouvera I'ordre du tcxte donn6 par S. Munk sur le
premier folio de garde. La num6rotation des cahiers commengait avec le

liwe III.
Fasl est en caracteres plus grands et d6cord de points. Les chapitres

ne sont pas num6rot6s.

15. Paris, Bibliothdque de l'Alliance Israelite Universelle, Ms 13l; (m.

3203)
Type oriental. Livre II (ff. I v-98v); c'est une copie ancienne com-

pl6t6e plus tard.
La copie ancienne a une €criture calligraphique, des versets bibliques

dans des caractdres carr6s, les titres et premiers mots sont en grands

caractdres carr6s, d6cor6s de points. fasl, en grands caractires carr6s,

est lui aussi d6cor6 de points. Les chapitres ne sont pas numerot6s. Cct
exemplaire avait perdu un quinion (ff. 20r-29v) ainsi que le feuillet d€

la fin (f. 98r-v).
Une main orientale tr6s rapide I'a comp[6t6 (une note au f.29v oti lo

texte est tres espac6) avec une numerotation des chapitres int6gr6e danr
le texte. C'est ce second scribe qui a, semble-t-il, ajoute la num6rotation
des chapitres dans la copie du premier scribe. Les variantes dans loa

marges n€ sont pas nombreuses.

16. Strasbourg, Bibliothdque nationale et universitaire, Ms 4020; (m.

3014)
Type yemdnite. Nous avons ici 362 pages + I folio r-v de fragmcnlt

des trois liwes. Il se pourrait que le livre soit complet mais l'ordrc d|!
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feuillets est trds per1urb6. Seule une collation compldte resoudrait le
probldme.

Il y a de nombreuses mains dont certaines pourraient 6tre anciennes;
toutes ne sont pas y6menites. Les premiers mots, les titres et Fasl sont
en grands caractdres carr6s. La num6rotation des chapitres a souvent 6t6
rajout6e dans les marges, mais pas de manidre systematique.

Grande-Bretagne

I 7. Londres, British Library OL 1423 (Cat.902); (m. 5968)
Type yem6nite. Les hois liwes sont complets (ff. 4v -247v).
.Fasl, les premiers mots et la fin des livres sont en trds grands

caractdres carres. La numerotation dans les marges esl de la main du
scribe. Au d6but, I'index des passages bibliques cit6s est incomplet. Les
notes dans les marges et entre les lignes sont nombreuses.

I ri. Londres, British Library Or. 2423 (Cat.903); (m. 6075)
Tlrpe yemenite. Les lacunes sont nombreuses (voir le Cat.), mais la

copie comprenait les hois livres.
Les titres, les premiers et les demiers mots des liwes sont en tras

grands caractdres carr6s, comme Fasl. Il n'est pas tout e fait str que la
decoration en couleur soit de Ia main du scribe, ni peut-6tre non plus la
numerotation des chapitres dans les marges.

l',. I-ondres, British Library ms. Or. 10643 (Gaster 605); (m. 7958)
Fragment de 9 folios: Liwe II, chapitres l3-14.
Type oriental. Le petit format de la mise en page 6voque la fin du

XIllc sidcle et Ie XIVG sidcle.
Au f. 5v, Fasl est en grands caractdres carres et le chiffre 14 a 6t6

ljoute par une main plus recente.

l(1, Oxford, Bibliotheque bodl6ierure, Poc.345 (Cat. 1236); (m.2ZO5O)
Type oriental. Les premiers folios (l-l2r) contiennent la liste des

chupitres donnee par Juda al-Harizi, puis la liste des p6ricopes cit6es
dms le Guide.

[,e texte lui-meme occupe les ff. l2v-200r et il est suivi d'un
colophon. Celui-ci affirme que la copie est de la main de Saadia b.

COLEITE SIRAT
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David d'Aden et a etd faite en 1474, pour Abraham b. Obadya ha-Levi
surnomm6 Ibn Rassi. Cette date semble bien correspondre au manuscrit,
mais Ie colophon n'est pas de la main du scribe; peut-€tre est-il de la
main du possesseur.

Fasl est en gmnds caractdres carr6s et la num6rotation des chapitres

a 6te ajout6e en marge (Paldographie: C l7l).

21. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodleienne, Hunt 162 (Cat. 1237\; (m.22051)
Tlpe oriental. Les trois livres sont complets (ff. lv-194, 200r). Lc

colophon est de la main de Joseph b. Eli b. Aaron ha-Cohen qui a termin6
le liwe en 1275, d Erbil dans Ie Nord de I'Iraq, pour son usage personnel.

Tout le manuscrit est pratiquement du m€me module. Seul le tihc
du chapitre I du livre I, au f. 6v, est en grands caractdres et le verset
biblique du debut est en caractdres carres. Les eulogies du d6but et dc
la fin sont en caractdres un peu plus grands (ff. lv, 200r). Il n'y a pas

de numdrotation des chapitres. Au f. lr, trois podmes: Mord bimeqom
ha-mort, no" 22, 20 et 18 (Paleographie: C 172).

22. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Marsh 402 (Cat. 1238); (m.22052)
Type oriental. Les trois liwes sont presque complets (ff. lv-272v),

seul le demier cahier est incomplet, il n'en reste que trois feuillets et lc
texte s'arrCte au chapitre 54.

Les titres, -Fasl et les premiers mots sont en trds grandes lethes
d6cor6es. La num6rotation des chapitres a et6 ajoutee par une autre main.
Le manuscrit pounait 6tre des xiv"-xv" sidcles.

23. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodleienne, Poc. 234 (Cat. 1239); (m. 22053)
Type oriental. Le texte occupe les ff. l1v-244r, et il ne manque quc

cinq lignes ir la fin. L'6criture est trds in6guliere et il se peut que plusieurs
mains aient particip6 d la copie.

Les versets bibliques sont en caractCres carr6s; les titres, Fasl et
les premiers mots sont aussi en caractdres carr6s. La num6rotation des
chapitres fait partie du texte. Le manuscrit pourrait Ctre du xv" sidcle, ct
au f. 2r une note de possession est datee de 1592.

Comme le remarque M. Friedlahder (p. xxviii), les chapitres du livrc
II sont au nombre de 49, car I'inhoduction est notde comme un chapitrc,
et le livre III compte 56 chapihes (intr. = chapitre I et [e chapitre 24 est
coupd en deux).
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25. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Poc. 212 (Cat. 1242); (m. 22056\
Type oriental. Livre I (ff. 2v-146v).ll ne manque i la fin que 5 ou 6

lignes du liwe. Le manuscrit original commence au f. 4r; les ff. 2-3 sont
un ajout post6rieur.

Fasl est en grands caractdres et la numerotation a 6t6 ajoutee ensuite.
Le manuscrit pounait Otre du xif sidcle.

26. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Hunt 165 (Cat. 1243); (m.22057\
Type oriental ou yemenite. Livre II (ff. tv-ll4v). Ecrit par Joseph

b. Saadia b. Samuel le Y6m6nite, d'une belle 6criture ydmenite sur un
papier oriental.

Les premiers mots, les titres et FaJl sont en trds grands caxactdres
carres. La num6rotation des chapitres dans la marge a 6t6 ajoutee par
une autre main. La liste des incipit et des chapitres aux ff. l55v-156v
est d'une main post6rieure.

27. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Poc. 102 (Cat. 1244); (m. 22058)
Type oriental. Livre II: ff. lv-146v Le premier cahier (ff I v-l0v)

est d'une autre main, peut-etre plus ancienne. Une main post6rieue a
compl6te les ff. 39, 4344,48, 145-146.

Dans le premier cahier, Fasl est en grands caracteres car6s. Dans
tout le volume, la num6rotation des chapitres dans la marge a 6t6 ajout6e
par une autre main.

24. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodleienne, Hunt 267 (Cat. l24l); (m. 22055)
Type oriental ou yemenite. Livre I (ff. 2r l91v). Saadia b. Mordekhai

b. Moise le y6menite a complete en 1431, d'une ecriture yem6nite, sur
un papier oriental, une copie anterieure; il a ecrit les ff.2r-104v et inscrit
son colophon sur le m6me feuillet l97v que le premier scribe. Yeshoua
b. (Hiyya?) avait 6crit les ff. l05r-197v pour son usage personnel, d'une
ecriture orientale trds rapide, et ecrit le colophon au f. l97v; les cahiers
du debut se sont perdus et Saadia les a recopi6s.

Dans la copie du scribe plus ancien (Yeshoua), Fasl est au milieu
d'une ligne vierge et dans les m€mes caractdres que le texte. Une
num6rotation en marge n'est pas de sa main. Dans la copie de Saadia,
fasl et le numero du chapitre sont 6crits en marge, en caractdres un peu
plus grands et decores de points (Pal6o$aphie: C 173).
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29. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Hunt 236 (C at. 1246'1; (m. 22060)

Type oriental. Fragment du livre II, chapitres 3l-46, mais l'ordre des

chapitres est perturbe (f. lr-38v).
Fasl est ecrit en grands caracteres carres et il n'y a pas de num6rotation

des chapitres. Cette copie pourrait 6tre du xiv' sidcle.

30. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Poc. 2l I (Cat. 1247); (m.22061)

Type oriental. Liwe III (ff. 2v-168v).
Le titre et Fasl sont en grands caractdres carr6s. La num6rotation des

chapitres en chiffres arabes est modeme. Cette copie pourrait dater des

environs de 1300.

31. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Poc. 145 (Cat. 1248); (m.22062)
Type oriental. Livre III (ff. lv-103v), le texte s'interompt dans le

cours du chapitre 55 = Munk 54.

Fasl est 6crit en tres grands caractdres carr6s et la num6rotation deg

chapitres fait partie du texte.

32. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl€ienne, Hunt 164 (Cat. 1249); (m.22063\
Cette copie est datee de 1292 d Ma'din (Turkestan turc); elle a 6t6

dcrite par Avinadav b. Saadia ha-L6vi pour son usage personnel. Liwo
III, i partir du chapitre 8 (ff lr-140v).

Fasl est 6crit en caractdres carres. Il n'y a pas de num6rotation dor

chapitres. La num6rotation des cahiers comrnengait au liwe III. R6clsmot

au bas des folios recto (Pal6ographie: C 174).

33. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Add. fol. 65 (Cat. 2508); (m.

22220)
Belle copie y6m6nite consacree d la synagogue Alsiani. Le tcxlc 0d

complet et 6crit sur deux colonnes.
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Les premiers mots et les titres sont en grands caractdres carres et
color6s. Fasl est 6crit en grands caractdres can6s et la num6rotation des
chapitres, soit en marge soit dans le texte, est de la main du scribe. Sur
la majorit6 des folios rest6s vierges, une main r6cente a inscrit des notes
en arabe. Quelques mots sont traduits en h6breu.

34. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ienne, Heb. d.4616 (Cat. 264316); (pho-
tostat 3322)

6 folios (ff. 42r46v), fragment du liwe III, chapitres 37-39.
Fasl, 6crit en trds grands caractdres carr6s, occupe le centre d'une

ligne vierge. Il n'y a pas de numerotation des chapitres.

Israel

35. Jdrusalem, Bibliothdque nationale et universitaire Heb. 8' l45g (Ms.
46.39)

Belle copie ydmenite compl6t6e posterieurement: le manuscrit orig-
inal comprend les livres I et II jusqu'au milieu du chapitre 4g (ff.
I v-l66v).

Les premiers mots et les titres, dont FaJl, sont en grands caractares
cares. Il n'y a pas de num6rotation des chapitres. La fin du manuscrit
a 6t€ copi6e sur un papier occidental avec vergeures, pontuseaux et
plusieurs filigranes. Les premiers mots et les titres y sont en tr6s grands
caractdres carres et les chapitres num6rot6s. Des notes sont parfois 6crites
en caractdres arabes (par ex. au f. 169).

l(). Jirusalem, Bibliotheque nationale et universitaire Heb. 4' 6070
(cf. Selected Manuscipts and Pints from the Treasures of the Jewish
National and University Library, J6rusalem, 19g5, n" 10, p. lg)

Belle copie y6m6nite ecrite sur du papier de deux couleurs: trds brun
ct blanc, mais elle est tout entidre de la main de Said pour Azarya b.
Daniel. Au d6but (ff. lv-3v,4v) une table des chapitres s'inscrit dans un
cadre trac6 A l'encre rouge. Le texte est complet (ff.4r,5r-250r) et il est
suivi d'un podme r6dig6 par le scribe (f. 250v-251v).

Les titres, les premiers mots et Farl sont dcrits en grands caracteres
canis et ddcor6s i I'encre rouge, comme la num6rotation des chapitres
dans la marge. Au f. lr, une note post6rieure est dat6e de 1669.

28. Oxford, Bibliothdque bodleienne, Poc. l0l (Cat. 1245); (m.22059\
Type oriental. Liwe II (ff. lr-99v), chapitre I (le d6but manque) i

chapitre 44 (46 de Munk).
Les premiers mots et Fasl sont 6crits en caractires carres plus grands

que le texte. La numerotation des chapitres, qui diffbre de celle de Munk,

n'est pas de la main du scribe. Cette copie pourrait 6tre de la fin du xiiie

sidcle.
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37. Jerusalem, Collection du Prof. M. Benayahu
Belle copie y6m6nite. Jusqu'au chapitre 42 du livre l, il y a de

nombrcuses lacunes (il manque les deux premiers cahiers, les deux
premiers folios du troisidme, le 4" cahier est complet, du 5" il ne reste

que 4 folios, du 6" cahier il reste les huit demiers feuillets. Tous ces

feuillets ont perdu leurs marges inferieure et exterieure). Les lacunes

ont 6te comblees par une main posterieure. Le texte s'arrete au livre III,
chapitre 47 (il ne reste que les six premiers feuillets du quinion 3l).

Les premiers mots et les titres sont en grands caractdres carr6s color6s
en rouge, jaune et vert. Fasl est en grands caractdres et la numerotation
des chapitres est d'une main post6rieure.

38. J6rusalem, Collection du Rav J. Kafih l9; (m. 31936)
Copie y6m6nite, de la main du Rav J. Kafih lui-m6me.
Les titres et les premiers mots sont en trds grands caractdres carr6s.

FcJl est en grands caractdres carr6s et la num6rotation des chapitres fait
partie du texte.

39. Jerusalem, Collection Mehlman 8l; (m.31599)
Type espagnol.4 folios sont des fragments des liwes II, chapitres

19-20,24 et III, chapitres 17 et 19. Deux colonnes: i gauche I'arabe, i
droite la traduction h6braique.

Fasl est en grands caractdres carres et la num6rotation des chapihcE
fait partie du texte.

40. J6rusalem, Collection du Rav Saddoq
Ce manuscrit a une cinquantaine d'ann6es, et a 6t6 copie au Y6men.

Il a les m€mes caract6ristiques que le no 38.

4 I . Ramat Gan, Universit6 Bar Ilan 7 17 ; (m. 3697 l)
Type y6m6nite. 7 folios sont d€s restes, mal ordonn6s, du livrc lll,

chapitres l7-21 .

L'6criture est calligraphique. Fasl est en caractires plus grands. Lt
num6rotation des chapitres est 6crite dans les marges.
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42. Leyde, Bibliothdque universitaire, Cod. l8 (Car. p. 380_382); (m.
20913)

Type marocain. Ce manuscrit est d,une ecriture marocaine; il a ete
ecrit par Joseph b. Gabay i Ifrane (Maroc). La date de l27l donn6e par
M. Steinschneider dans son Catalogue est impossible, car le papier porte
des filigranes dont la s6rie commence en l34l et vajusqu,en 1496. Il se
pourrait que la date soit 1452. Le manuscrit est complet (ff. lv_343r).

Le d6but des livres est om6 d'un portique enlumine. Les titres et les
premiers mots sont en trds grands caractdres carr6s. .Fasl est en grands
caractares carres et la num6rotation des chapitres fait partie du texte. Les
notes sont nombreuses (Pal6ographie: Z F 2).

43. Leyde, Bibliothdque universitaire, Cod. 2Zlt (m.209t4)
Type espagnol? Ilne manque que le folio de titre au debut (p. l_419).

Le manuscrit est probablement de deux mains diff6rentes.
Les titres et premiers mots sont en trds grands caractires carr6s, Fasl

est en gnnds caractCres. La num6rotation des chapitres dans la marge,
comme les titres courants en haut des folios recto, ont 6t6 ajoutds par une
main posterieure.

Allemagne

44. Berlin, Bibliothdque nationale, Ms. Or. quart. 579 (Car. 105); (m.
t795)

Type oriental. De cet exemplaire, il ne manque que le demier folio
(lL l r-305v).

L'6criture est calligraphique et Fasl est 6crit en grands caractdres
carres. La num€rotation des chapitres a 6t6 rajoutee.

A ccs rnanuscrits ou i ces fragments 6tendus, il faut ajouter les fragments de
rrr r rrrr dcux lblios.

A lt.:t t.\-lJnis New Haven, Yale University Library Heb. 42; (m. 12748)
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Un folio tr6s abim6: liwe II, chapitres 12-13, 6criture y6m6nite

B. Grande-Bretagne Oxford, Bibliothaque bodl6ienne Poc. 68 (Cat. 407/1);

(m. 18395)
Du texte, il ne reste qu'un folio et le colophon. Dans celui-ci, Joseph

b. Yedid Garawi b. Isaac d6clare avoir termin6 ce livre (peut-€tre pour

son usage personnel) le 27 d6cembre 1487 (Pal6ographie: C 75).

C. Grande-Bretagne Oxford, Bibliothdque bodl6ierme Opp. Add' fol. 56 (Cat.

2422116); (m.21702)
Deux folios, debut du liwe I, chapitre l: traduction en arabe du texte

de Maimonide, accompagn6 des commentaires de Shem-Tob et d'Efodi.
Ils ont 6t6 traduits de I'hebreu, et trds probablement, sur I'imprim6 de

Venise, 1551.

D. lsrael J6rusalem, Mossad ha-Rav Kook9lT; (m.22564)
Un folio, fragrnent du liwe II, chapitres 15-17, dcriture yem6nite.

Fasl est en trds grands caractdres carr6s et la numerotation des

chapitres n'est peut-Ctre pas de la main du scribe.

E. Israel BnE Brak, Collection Walsteiner 3213; (m. 39658)

Un folio ddchir6, fragment du livre III, chapihes 32-33, ecriture
y6m6nite.

Fasl est en grands caractdres canes. Il n'y a pas de numerotation
des chapitres.

F. Allemagne Berlin, Bibliothdque nationale Or. Quart. 575 (Cat. t02); (m.

1735)
Un folio provenant de l'introduction au livre I, belle 6crilur€

yem6nite carr6e. Les marges du feuillet ont et6 coupdes au ras du

texte.

Collection Jack Mosseri

G. N" III,38, fragment de trois folios: fin de I'introduction au livre Il ot

d6but du chapitre l Belle dcriture orientale. Fasl est dcrit en grandr

caractCres carres en milieu de ligne.
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H. N" Y 264, une seule page ot d6bute le livre lI. Verso d'un feuillet dont le
recto est coll6 i des fragments de papier qui constituaient peut-etre la
reliure.

N'Y 265: six lignes de I'introduction au livre II se trouvent 6crites sur le
verso blanc d'un feuillet dont le recto porte un alphabet en caractdres
calligraphiques. Il s'agit peut-dtre lir d'un ajout au d6but du volume,
venant combler une lacune de la copie. Un autre feuillet de la m6me
6criture (no VIII,2) est pr6sent6 par le scribe comme une lacune; il
s'agit de la fin du chapitre 14 et du d6but du chapitre 16 de la m6me
partie.

J. N" VIII, 13. Le double feuillet d'un cahier porte sur I'un Ia fin du chapitre
64 et le debut du chapitre 65 de la premidre partie et sur I'autre la fin
du chapitre 66 et Ie d6but du chapitre 67.

Les chapitres ne sont pas num6rotes et le mot Farl est en grands
caracteres.

licole Pratique des Hautes Etudes,
Sorbonne

(Icprrntcd frcm Archives d'histoire doctrinale et littaraire du moyen rige [annie
luu l I wilh pcrmission ofthe author on behalfofthe editors.)
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SEE NO EVIL:

MAIMONIDES ON ONQELOS',S TRANSI-A,TION

OF THE BIBLICAL EXPRESSION

"AND THE LORD SAW"

b)

ROSLYN WEISS

This paper has two purposes, first, to offer an alternative to what
I shall argue is Maimonides' rather weak analysis in Cuidz 1.48 of
()nqelos's translation of biblical expressions of divine seeing, and,
sccond, to speculate on what may have motivated Maimonides' analysis.

Ihe first of these purposes will occupy Part I of this paper, the second,
l'art II.

Part I

Maimonides' largely appreciative and laudatory attitude toward
( )nqelos's translations and toward what Maimonides takes to be the

;rtrrpose behind them is captured in the following passage in the Guide:

Onqelos the Proselyte was very perfect in the Hebrew and Syriac lan-
guages and directed his effort toward the abolition of the belief in God's
corporeality. Hence he interprets in accordance with its meaning every

attribute that might lead to the belief in corporeality. (Gui.dz 1.27:57)l

Indeed Maimonides invests in Onqelos considerable theological
[lll lr()rity:

I f,)r,{lish rranslations of the Gzi& are taken from Maimonides, Gltid.e oI the Perplzxed
r,llri shl()mo Pines (Chicago, 1962). I deviate from this translation only with respcct to
tlx Aranraic expression oafiaza hashem. For "And the tord beheld," I substitute "And
tlrl l,orrlslw."

t
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I do not considcr as an intidel onc who (tnnot dcmonstrate that thc
corporeality of God should bc ncgated. But I do considcr as an infidel
one who does not believe in its negation; and this particularly in view of
the existence of the interpretations of Onqelos andJonathan ben Uzicl,
may peace be on both of them, who cause their readcrs to keep away a.r

far as possible from the belief in the corporeality of God. ( Guifu 1.86:851

As one reviews the instances in the Gzrdz in which Maimonides cites
Onqelos's translation, however, one sees that Maimonides' attitudc
toward Onqelos's translation is more complex than the above-quoted
passages suggest. Of the fourteen or so times that Maimonides cite!
Onqelos's rendering of a biblical verse or ofseveral related verses, only
twice does he accept Onqelos's rendering without modiflrcation of somc
kind.2 Indeed, although Maimonides almost always speaks approvingly
of Onqelos,s he either adds to what Onqelos says,a attributes to Onqelor
notions not actually found in Onqelos's text,5 or interprets Onqelos's
translations in terms apparendy quite foreign to Onqelos. Examples of
this last practice will be discussed in Part II.

What is striking about Maimonides' discussion of Onqelos in Gzi&
1.48, however, is that in this chapter Maimonides seems genuinely puz.
zled-even stumped-by Onqelos's translations. Yet rather than speak
disparagingly of them, he seeks to solve the puzzle tiey pose. I shall set
out the difficulties tlnt Maimonides in Guitlz 1.48 finds in Onqelos,s
translation, explain his solutions, and, finally, offer my own.

ln Guide 1.48 Maimonides discusses the way in which Onqelos dealr
with expressions of hearing and seeing that occur with reference to
God. Maimonides notes that in the case of expressions of hearing,
Onqelos without fail avoids saying that God heard, saying instead thit
the matter in question reached God or that He apprehended it, and,

' Guidt 2,3O:354; Cuilz 3.4b:575.
, The rare exception, discussed below in Part II, occurs at Gni.de 1.66:160-61, whcrc

Maimonides is openly critical of Onqelos's rranslation of the biblical phrase .wdnco
with tlle finger ofCod" (Ex. 3l:18).

_ 
{_See, e.g., 1.21:49, where to Onqelos's lisr of rhings that are Cod's, i.e. Cod,s glory,

Cod's word, God's Jfutlirai, with which his translation replaces God Himself in vcrrcr
that miBht suggest divine corporeality, Maimonides adds God's voice.

5see, e.9., 1,27:51-58, where Maimonides attributes ro Onqelos rhe view th.t
"Elohim" might mean an angel.
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wilh respect to prayers, Lhat He accepted or did not accept rhem. Thus
( )rr<1cl<rs translates "'fhe Lord hezrd," vayyishma' hashcm, as "It was
lrcard betbre the Lord," shemi'a qadam hashem, and, "I will surely hear
Iris cry," shamo'a eshma' (Ex.22:22), as "I will surely accept" qabala
rtlabel. But in the case of expressions of seeing, Maimonides points
()ul, Onqelos sometimes says "And the Lord saw," aafiaza hashem, and
rometimes "And it was revealed before the l-t>rd," ugeli qalam hashem.

Maimonides takes upon himself in this chapter the task of resolving
tlrrce difficulties witi respect to Onqelos's translation ofexpressions of
rlivine seeing. First, he seeks to explain why Onqelos, who assiduously
.rvoids saying "And the Lord heard," nevertheless frequently says "And
thc Lord saw." Second, Maimonides attempts to explain why if Onqelos
lrcquently says "And the Lord saw" he does not say this consistent$ br*
r()rnctimes says instead "And it was revealed before the Lord." Finally,
hc notes three biblical verses that resist and threaten to discredit his
pr'oposed solution to the second difficulty, and offers with respect to
tlrcrn what seems to be a rather desperate and unsatisfactory solution.

Let us see how Maimonides deals with the first difficulty. Since
( )uqelos never says "heard" with respect to God, Maimonides must
lxxrder why Onqelos allows himself to say "saw," &azr, wit}r respect
trr (iod. He reasons that the term "saw," haza., in Aramaic must be
ctlrrivocal, meaning not only to see with the eyes but also to apprehend
wirh the intellect. (Note that Maimonides does not claim to have
irrrlependent evidence for his view ofhow "saw" functions in Aramaic;
Ir<' reaches his conclusion apparendy solely on the basis of Onqelos's
pr actice with respect to translaring "and the Lord heard" and "And the
l,ord saw.") Maimonides concludes that whenever Onqelos says of God
tlrirt He "saw" he is using "saw" in the latter of these two senses, i.e. as
rign ifying intellectual-not sensual-apprehension.

Maimonides' second difficulty concerns why in translating biblical
rxpressions of divine seeing Onqelos uses besides the phrase .And
tlrc Lord saw," vafiaza hashem, an additional locution, i.e. "and it was
rcvealed before the l-ord," ugeli qadarn hashem. lf, as Maimonides
iupposes, "saw" in Aramaic when applied to God never signifies for
()nqelos anything but intellection, why does Onqelos not aluays svy
"And the Lord saw"? Maimonides seeks to resolve this problem by
proposing that Onqelos uses the expression "And it was revealed be;
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fore tlre Lord" in cases in which God has neither visual nor intellectual

apprehension, i.e. in which what He is said to see are such things

ai wrongdoing, harm, aggression, affliction, enslavement, oppression,
and powerlessness. According to Maimonides, Onqelos, by using the

expression 'And it was revealed before the Lord" for deplorable human

conditions such as these, seeks to avoid the implication that God's iz-

tellectual apprehension extends to them, since God's apprehension has

the effect of "establishing the thing apprehended as it is apprehended"
(Guifu 1.48:107). Maimonides cites in support of his interpretation of
Onqelos's motivation a verse from Habakkuk that says, speaking of
God: "And Thou canst not look on iniquity" (Hab. 1:13).

It is somewhat difficult to decipher t}re sense of the phrase, "es-

tablishing the thing apprehended as it is apprehended " Maimonides'
medieval commentators invested it with considerable weight.6 Efodi
contends that the phrase implies that God's apprehending evil would
involve Him in its essence. Abravanel understands it to mean that
God's apprehending the evil would make God the doer of the evil. On
Shem-Tov's analysis, the phrase implies that God is the source of the
evil (which He cannot be because He is completely good). Al-flarizi
takes Maimonides' point to be that God's seeing something sets or
fixes it (lehoshiu). According to Ibn Tibbon, Cod's seeing something
involves His grasping or knowing the thing seen (hahassagah veyedi'al

had.d.atar) as it is, i.e. as evil. Among modern scholars, Munk under'
stands Maimonides to be saying that when God "sees" something (&aza)

he acknowledges (d'aaouer) the perceived thing as it is perceived. Munk
adds in a note that God's perception involves acknowledgment and
approval or authorization (l'aueu et I'approbation), and since God docr
not authorize or approve of evil he cannot be said to perceive it.t
According to Friedlinder, the sense of l.taza is the retention of the
image of the perceived object.s

There are then, it seems, two distinct ways in which Maimonidcr'
commentators interpret his understanding of why Onqelos avoids thc

6 See Maimonides, Guite of lhe Per?lexe{ trans. Samuel ibn Tibbon, ed. Yehudl ibn
Shmuel (erusalem: Mossad Harav Kook, 1981), 1.48:67 [Hebrew].

7 See Maimonides, Le guidc dts igares, tr:dns. S. Munk (Paris: G.-P. Maisonncuv.r I
Larose, 1963), 1.48:172, n.2 [French].

3 See Maimonides, Cltidt o.f lhe Pe+bxe4 trans. M. Friedl;inder (New Y(,rk: l-lcbrltY
Publishing Co., l88l), 1.48:165, n.2.
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term baza when what God is said to "see" is suffering or wrongdoing.
The first is that haza implies fixing through apprehension the character
of tlre apprehended thing. The second \s that laza implies fixing
through apprehension the image of the apprehended thing in the
apprehension of the apprehender. In other words, according to the
first interpretation, when one "sees," l.taza, one affects the "seen" thing
such that it becomes set as a certain kind of thing; according to the
second, when one "sees," haza, it is not the thing seen that is affected
but rather the one who apprehends: the seen thing becomes set in the
"mind" of the "seer." On the first interpretation, Onqelos does not
wish to have it thought ofGod that He establishes the character ofbad
things as bad; on the second, Onqelos does not wish to have it thought
ofGod that the bad things enter as bad into His cognition.

It is certainly true of Maimonides himself that he would not wish
to attribute to God the establishing of evil things as evil, i.e. that He
would not wish to cast God as the cause of evil.e But it is not clear that
Maimonides would accept the idea that God's knowing something to
hc bad would in fact fix the character of the thing known as bad. In
lris discussion of divine omniscience, Maimonides insists that although
(;()d knows all, including human affairs, the evils of people originate
ir r people or in the nature of matter.ro

Nor is it clear that Maimonides subscribes to the notion that when
( iod has understanding of the nature of something that nature be-
(r,rncs a feature of His understanding through His understanding
ol it. Whereas Maimonides contends that God in some inscrutable
w;ry "knows" the sublunary world, and hence "knows" such things as

;rlrrlality, change, impermanence, and the non-existence ofthe not et-
rxistcnt, such knowledge does not in any way compromise the utter
rrrrl radical simplicity, permanence, and perfection of His knowledge.tr
Wlry. then, could God not know evil without thereby tainting the purity
oI I lis knowledge?

I shall argue in Part II of this paper that Maimonides'true intent in
tlrir l)assage is to deny that divine prooidznce extetds to evil, specifically,
to cvil in the sense of ignorance. Maimonides makes clear immediately

n Scc (iur'dc 3.101439-40.
r" scr (;r,lz 3.16:462-63.
rr Scc (iai& 3.20:481-82,
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before beginning his discussion of providence that "the discussion

concerning knowledge [i.e. God's knowledge] and that concerning
providence are connected."l2 It is God's "seeing" in the form of divine

providence that Maimonides-though probably not Onqelos-seeks to

withhold from those who cannot receive it by virtue of their lack

of intellect. The overflow of the divine intellect that will emerge as

Maimonides' notion of providence at the end of Guidt 3.17 and in
Guidz 3.18 catnot extend to the ignorant inasmuch as the ignorant are

not able to receive it. God cannot "see" evil since the overflow of His
intellect cannot dispel the ignorance of the iSnorant.

Maimonides says of his proposed solution to the first two difficulties
that it is "not subject to doubt" (Guidz 1.48:107), yet he Proceeds
immediately to cite three passages that appear to resist his solution.
Maimonides had solved the first two difficulties by contending that
when Onqelos renders "And God saw" aal.zaza hashem he means to
affirm the occurrence of divine intellection, but when he renders
"And God stw" ugeli qadam hashern, he means to deny its occurrence.
Maimonides, moreover, had argued (hat when Onqelos has recourse
to the expression ugeli qadam hashem, t|r,e object of God's seeing is

in a deplorable condition that precludes divine apprehension of it.
The three p:rssages that Maimonides now cites constitute his third
difficulty: in these passages God is said to see, respectively, wickedness,

corruption, and hatred, yet in each of these passages Onqelos uses

baza to retder God's seeing. The three passages are: "And the Lord
saw that the wickedness of man was great" (Gen. 6:5), "And God saw

the earth and, behold, it was corrupt" (Cen. 6:12), and "And the Lord
saw that Leah was hated" (Gen.29:31). Maimonides is at a loss with
respect to these passages and can only conclude that the Onqelos
manuscript in his possession must be corruPt. What I wish to show
is that Maimonides' proposed solution to the first two difficulties io

implausible, that another more direct and simpler solution is possible,
and that this latter solution easily accommodates the three offending
pzusages. The solution I offer nevertheless preserves the essence of
Onqelos's intent as Maimonides understands it, i.e. to remove from
God the implication that He, Iike human beings, hears and sees.

The solution to the first difficulty ought not to be sought, I maintain'
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where Maimonides seeks it, i.e. in the equivocality in Aramaic of "saw,"

ftaza. I have no doubt that "saw" is equivocal in Aramaic, as it is in
Hebrew, and as it is in English, for that matter. But precisely because

it is equivocal, one would expect Onqelos 20, to use it to translate
"And the Lord saw," uayya'ar hashem, and certainly not to use it without
making clear tlat its intellectual sense is intended. One would expect
thatjust as Onqelos exercises care in the case of"And the Lord heard,"
avoiding expressions that suggest that God hears sensually, he would
exercise comparable care in the case of "And the Lord saw."

Perhaps one could say-as do many of Maimonides' medieval com-
mentators, notably Efodi and Abravanel-that "heard" is not equivocal
in Aramaic (i.e. it has only a sensual sense), and that therefore Onqelos
must avoid the expression "hezrd," shama', with respect to God. But,
this line of reasoning continues, since "saw," fuaza, by contrast, i.r

cquivocal in Aramaic, connoting seeing both as sense PercePtion and
as intellection, l.taza need, not be avoided when used with resPect to
()od. When Nahmanides asserts that both hearing and seeing are equi-
vocal in Hebrew, Abravanel responds that Maimonides' point concerns
Aramaic and not Hebrew, and that Maimonides' contention is that
whereas hearing in Aramaic is univocal, seeing in Aramaic is equivocal.
'l () the suggestion that Onqelos may freely use lraza since it is equivocal
tlrough he may not freely use shama'because it is univocal, I offer
two responses: First, even if shama' is univocal in Aramaic and. fuaza is
crluivocal (though, as was noted above, Maimonides' support for the
crlrrivocality ofiaza apparently derives solely from Onqelos's translation
rrl "And the Lord saw" as ual.taza hashem), it is still objectionable for
( )n(lclos to employ a translation of expressions of God's seeing that
rk rcs not entirely exclude the possibility of sense-perception. Unless it
r rrrrld be maintain ed that fuaza in Aramaic connotes uniquely intellectual
rugrlrrchension, it remains a risky choice for Onqelos, whose efforts are
prcsrrmably directed to the removal of all suspicion of corporeality
Ir orn Ood. Onqelos would do far better to avoid using with respect to
( irxl an ambiguous expression that leaves it to the reader to determine
wlriclr sense is intended.

Srrond, there are no grounds for concluding from Onqelos's biblical
trlnrlations that "heard" is univocal in Aramaic, signi$ing only sense-

lrr( cl)(ion. Onqelos, we may note, uses the Aramaic shama' to render

I

t'z Guidz 3.16:464.
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the biblical Hebrew term "heard," even when the biblical term clearly
does not intend sense-perception. Of course, Onqelos does not use

the Aramaic shama' when it is God'.t hearing that is at issue; he is, as

Maimonides notes, scrupulously careful in cases of God's hearing to
avoid Aramaic expressions that leave open the possibility that sense-

perception is intended. But in instances in which it is not God who does

the nonsensual "hearing," Onqelos can and does use the Arzmaic shama'

precisely because it, l\ke haza, is equivocal: its sense is broad enough
to include both sensual and nonsensual "hearing." So, for example,
although Onqelos translates the clearly nonsensual tishme'un of Deut.
7:12: "and it shall come to pass, because ye hearken (tishme'un) to these

ordinances, and keep, and do them..." as teqablun, he translates the
similarly nonsensual slzezza'of Deut. 4:1: "And now, O Israel, hearken
(shema') ur,to the statutes and unto the ordinances, which I teach you,
to do them..." as shema',

Onqelos's use of "saw," ftaza, in cases of God's seeing, then, cannot
be accounted for simply by appeal to its equivocality. I wish to suggest
that Onqelos adopts the following principle in determining how to
render the biblical expression "And the Lord saw": when the Hebrew
text leaves no doubt that God's seeing is intellectual, it is unnecessary
to avoid the Aramaic term haza; the avoidance of this term becomes
necessary only when there is danger of the reader's taking God's seeing
as sensual.

When does Onqelos regard God's seeing as so unmistakably intel-
lectual that he feels free to use the term ftaza? In general, Onqekrs
:uses l.raza when the verb of God's seeing is followed in Scripture by ii,
"that," or by uehinneh, "...and behold" followed by an evaluative word
or phrase. The presence of "that," or of "...and behold" followed by
an evaluative term, restricts the meaning of "saw" so that it signifier
exclusively intellection. This is so in English and, no doubt, in Aramaic
as well. The expression ',{ saw that r was p," or "A saw x and behold r
was p," where p is an evaluative term, excludes sensual seeing. Onqekrr
translates the former of these fuaza arei, and the latter, fuaza...teha'l'hc
following are some examples:

In the creation account in Genesis, Scripture says repeatedly: "Antl
God saw that it was good" (Cenesis l:9, l:10, 1:12, 1:18, l:21, l:25),
Scripture also says: "And God saw the light, that it was good" (Gen. l:ll),
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Furthermore, at the completion of the account of creation, Scripture
says: "And God saw every thing that He had made, and, behold, it was

very good" (Gen. 1:31). These expressions of the form "A saw that x
wzs p," "A saw x, that it was p," and "-d saw x and behold x was p"
are equivalent and all suggest intellection orjudgment as opposed to
sense-perception (when the p is evaluative). Indeed, the expression "A
saw x and behold xwas p:' I would contend, is best rendered "A saw o/
x that it w^s ? ."

Another example is Gen. 6:12: "And God saw the earth and behold
it was corrupt": the sense of this verse is surely, "And God saw of
the earth that it was corrupt.' We may compare this verse with its
counterpart at Gen. 6:5: "And the Lord saw that the wickedness of man
was great in the earth." Both of these verses imply intellection rather
than sense-perception.

We may note that even when the phrase that follows the ki, "that,"
is descriptive rather than evaluative, the li makes the object of the verb
"saw" indirect and thus in itself assures the sense of intellection. For
cxample, at Ex. 3:4 God is said to see that, Ai, Moses was approaching
the burning bush. Onqelos translates God's seeing in this verse aahaza
h.ashem, not fearing that someone might understand God's seeing in
lhis case as sense-perception. Had the verse said instead, however,
lhat God saw Moses approaching the burning bush, Onqelos, on my
rrrralysis, would not have rendered "And the Lord saw" as uahaza
hushem; once Moses functions as a direct object of "saw" it is no longer
irbsolutely clear that nonsensual apprehension is intended. Similarly, if
wc consider the locution "The Lord saw r and behold x was p," we note
tlrirt the r functions as a direct object of the verb "saw," and it is for
rlrirt reason uncertain whether vision or intellection is intended. But
il the y' is evaluative the seeing takes on unambiguously the sense of
jrrrlgment and intellection, and the danger ofreading "saw" as implying
s(r rsc-perception is eliminated. Thus, I would contend, had the verse
(|ut.42:27, for example, in which Joseph's brother is said to see the
rrrorrcy "and behold it is in the mouth of my sack" been about God
rirlll(r'than aboutJoseph's brother, Onqelos would have avoided in his
I r rnslation the expression haza', since the money is the direct object of
"n;rw" il is not clear that the money was not literally seen. If we modi$
t lrin cxar ple so that it says that Joseph's brother saw the money and

1.43
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behold it was, say, worthless, then, whether the example were about

Joseph's brother or about God, the evaluative nature of "wortltless"
would insure that intellection or judgment is implied by this "seeing."
In such a case Onqelos could safely have translated the seeing as faza,
as he does when the y' is evaluative as in the two examples cited above,

Gen- l:31, where p - "very good," and Gen. 6:12, wherey' = "corrupt."
In virtually every instance in the Pentateuch in which Onqelos

renders 'And the Lord saw" as haza, hashem the verb "saw" is followed
by "that" or by "...and behold" plus an evaluative term. There are three
exceptions to this rule, but even these are easily subsumed under the
principle that I have attributed to Onqelos, i.e. that one need only
avoid the expression "saw," |taza, when it is not clear whether sensual

or intellectual apprehension is intended. The first exception is Gen.
7:1, where God says to Noah: "Because you I have seen righteous before
Me in this generation," and Onqelos renders'I have seen": fiazeiti, Yet
in Hebrew as in Aramaic as in English the term "have seen" in this
verse is in no danger ofbeing understood to sigrrify visual perception:
"have seen you righteous" is clearly equivalent to "have seen that you
are righteous."

The second exception occurs at Gen.2:19, where God is said to
have fashioned the beasts of the field and the birds of the sky from
the earth and to have brought them to man "to see" (lirbt) what he
would call them. Since it is unmistakable that this "seeing" is not visual
Onqelos translates "to see" literally as bmeheui.

The third exception occurs at Ex. 12:13, where God tells Moscr
and Aaron that He will see the blood on the side-posts and lintel of
the doorways of the Israelite houses and will skip over them.rs Onqelot
renders God's seeing literally as "And I shall see," ua'elezei.We may note
that Onqelos follows R. Ishmael, his older contemporary, in rendcring
every zrspect of the preceding verse Ex. l2:12.r4 It is most probablc,
then, that he follows R. Ishmael as well in taking the 'seeing" in thc

It It recurs at Ex. 12:23, where Moses subsequently relays God's mcssagc to lha
elders of Israel. Onqelos's translation is the same here as at Ex. l2: l3: hc rendcrr 'And
He will see": oqeftzzti.

ta Cf. Mehilla d.-Rabbi lshrto.l, ed. Jacob Z. l,auterbach (Philadelphia: Jcwish I'ubllc]
tion Society, 1949), vol. I, p.58, on this verse. The parallels between Onqcb!'i rnd l
Ishmael's translations of the verse Ex. 12: 12 are as follows: Onqelos rcnders whoorl( t!
shall pass," as ue'it3daili "I shall reveal Myself," and R. Ishmael similarly says: ani ril{
"I shall reveal Mysclf"; Onqelos rende$ ulLsait; 'abithcm "l shall skip ovcr tlrcm,' ta
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expression'I shall see the blood" (Ex. 12:13) to be intellection: when
R. Ishmael raises the question of why the verse says "I shall see the
blood," he poses it as follows: "Is not everything revealzd, before Hirn, as

it is said: 'He knoweth what is in the darkness and the light dwelleth with
Him'?'" (Dan. 2:22) [italics added]. Yet Onqelos does not render God's
seeing in this instance, as R. Ishmael does, as "it will be revealed before
Me," but rather ue'el4ezti, "I will see." Why does Onqelos not worry in
this case that he might be causing his readers to believe that God will
literally see, sensually, the blood on the doorposts? The reason that
there is in this case no danger ofpeople's taking God's seeing literally as
visual perception is because the time at which God is scheduled to see
the blood is nighttime, a time when the absence of light makes visual
perception impossible. We may observe in this connection the rabbinic
resEiction to the daytime of the requirement of wearing ?ili, because
of tlre injunction (Num. 15:39) "that ye may look upon it," ure'ikm oto:
seeing implies daylight. Baal ha-Turim even works out the numerical
vzlue of ure'itum as equivalent to 4izit balyom, zi4it in tlrre daytime! (The
two expressions are, alas, not precisely numerically equivalent: the value
of ure'item is 657; the value of zizit bayom is 6b8.)

The alternative, then, that I propose to Maimonides' solution to the
first difliculty understands Onqelos as regarding aalaza hashem zs an
appropriate translation of 'And the [,ord saw" only when either the
context in which it appears or the larger phrase in which it appears,
i.e. "And the Lord saw that x was p" or "And the lnrd. saw x and behold.
r was 1" where p is evaluative, makes it indubitable that intellection is
intended. The equivocality of l4aza thzt is at the heart of Maimonides'
solution is, on my view, in fact part of the problem: why does Onqelos
risk the use of an equivocal term with respect ro God? I contend that
Onqelos uses haza with respect to God's seeing only when the biblical
verse leaves no doubt that intellectual apprehension is intended.

l,et us turn next to Maimonides' solution to his second difficutty.
I believe that there are several problems with this solution, problems
that can be avoided by way of the above distinction between "And the

w'.ihw adLhon, "l shall have mercy on them," and R. Ishmael says: vehas alcikher4
"l ihall have mercy on you"; Onqelos renders aeguf "pl^gte," as ,notat\ dearh, and R.
lrhmacl says: a:z y'arrrloh .Ua lq)iv\ "rhe meaning of 'skipping over' is life."
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Lord saw," on the one hand, and "And the Lord saw that" or "And
the Lord saw...and behold," on the other. Since Maimonides maintains
t}rat whenever Onqelos renders an expression of divine seeing by
tlre phrase "And the Lord saw," tal4aza hashem, he means that God
apprehends intellectually and not sensually, Maimonides mvst dcny
that Onqelos, when he translates expressions of divine seeing as "And
it was revealed before the Lord," means to attribute to God intellectual
apprehension. Yet this denial has at least three untoward consequences.
First, it is difficult to believe that Onqelos regards God's apprehension
as failing to extend to the world's evils. The verse that Maimonides
cites to support the purportedly Onqelosian notion that God does not
apprehend wickedness and suffering is inadequate for that task. The
verse (Hab. l:13) reads as follows: "Thou that art of eyes too pure to
behold evil (mere'ot ra'), 

^nd. 
that canst not look on mischief, wherefore

lookest Thou, when they deal treacherously, and holdest Thy peace,
when the wicked swalloweth up the man that is more righteous than
he." It hardly seems reasonable to take the 'beholding" that God in this
verse presumably cannot do to be intellectual apprehension; indeed "to
behold" seems to mean something like "to bear the sight of," such that
the verse asks why God, whose eyes are too pure to bear the sight of
wickedness is nevertheless able to watch as evil men swallow up those
more righteous than they.

Second, it is highly doubtful that Onqelos could mean anything
but intellection by the phrase "it was revealed before the Lord."ri
Confirmation of the intellectual sense of Onqelos's expression "it was
revealed before the Lord" may be found in the fact that on several
occasions Onqelos translates expressions of God's hnowing by thit
same locution: Gen. 3:5, 20:6, and Ex.4:14. Perhaps the most striking
proof that Onqelos uses the expression 'revealed before" to signifl
intellection is the verse Ex. 3:7, in which Onqelos uses this expression
to render both God's seeing and His knowing. The verse reads al
follows: "And the I-ord said: 'I have surely seen the affliction of My
people that are in Eg1pt, and have heard their cry by reason of thcir
taskmastersl for I have known their pains."'Onqelos translates both

15 Nahmanides (quoted by Abra\anel) is so certain rhar Onqelos's phrasc "it wu
revealed before rhe l-ord" means inrellecrion that he maintains rhat Onqelos'r othcf
term for "saw," i.e. tar4 must imply actual senseperception.
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the ra'iti, "I have seen," and, the yad.a'ti, "I have known," in the same
way, i.e. as geli qad.ami, "it was revealed before Me."

Third, it is virtually impossible to maintain in the face ofthejust-cited
verse, Ex. 3:7, that God's intellectual apprehension does not extend to
the evil of affliction, for the verse explicitly states that Cod, has knoun,
yda'ti, their pains.

On the solution that I have proposed, i.e. that it is not "And the
Lord saw" but "And the Lord saw that" or "And the Lord saw...and
behold" that clearly signifies intellection, whereas "And the Lord saw"
alone is ambiguous and can be understood to signify either visual or
intellectual apprehension, one can readily explain why Onqelos must
sometimes translate "And the Lord saw" as "And it was revealed before
the Lord." When the presence of intellection is not safeguarded by
a "that" or an'...and behold" or by the context, Onqelos dares not
translate the verb "saw" as iaza lest it be thought that sense-perception
is intended; on such occasions he must have recourse to the expression
"it was revealed before the Lord," an expression by which he signals
decisively the presence of intellectual, not sensual, apprehension.

On my hlpothesis, then, the expression "it was revealed before the
Lord" represents for Onqelos a fail-safe way to signi$ intellection; it is
the expression to which he has recourse whenever a biblical expression
of divine seeing might be mistaken to signi$ sense-perception. In rhis
rcspect my solution to the second difficulty stands in stark opposition to
that of Maimonides: on Maimonides'view, Onqelos uses the expression
"it was revealed before the Lord" to indicate the absence of divine
irrtellection; on my view, he uses this expression to place its presence
bcyond doubt.

We may note that there are several instances in which Onqelos
r ould have, according to my hJpothesis, safely translated the biblical
cx1>ression "tie Lord saw" literally as fiaza hashzm but has recourse
ilstcad to another expression. The first instance occurs twice, at Ex.
32:() and Deut. 9:13, where God is said to have seen the people antt behold
tlr.y are a stiff-necked people. The second instance ociurj at Ex. 33:13,
whcre Moses pleads with God to "see that" this nation is His people.
Arrother instance is Gen. 18:21, where God says He will come down and
"rcc whether the people ofSodom and Gomorrah have done altogether
l( ording to the cry of it." In the first two instances the expression to
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which Onqelos has recourse is "it was revealed befbre"; in the third
the expression is "I will judge/determine," ue'eidun. In all of thesc
instances, according to the analysis provided here, Maimonides could
have said haza without fear that of implying sense-perception-yet he
does not. Nevertheless, these instances do not undermine the proposed
analysis. On this analysis, what is contended is only that Onqelos will
never use "saw," lzaza, with reference to God unless it is absolutely clear
that intellection is intended; it is not contended that he will always use
"szw," fuaza, when it is absolutely clear that intellection is intended.
In other words, there can be no objection if Onqelos chooses to use
an expression such as "it was revealed before the l,ord" even when
he would have run no risk had he said "And the [,ord saw." What
is objectionable is for him to use "And the Lord saw" when it is not
absolutely assured that his readers will not take the expression to mean
that God perceives sensually.

Let us turn now to Maimonides' third and final difficulty, i.e. the
three passages that do not fit his scheme. The solution I have proposed
to Maimonides' first two difficulties works equally well for this last
one. All three of the passages that Maimonides cites as incongruent
with his theory are easily accommodated by mine. Although all three
are cases in which God sees something bad and are therefore cases in
which Maimonides would expect to ftnd geli qad,am, nevertheless in all
ofthem Onqelos uses raza to render "saw'; the evil character ofwhat is
beheld seems to be of no consequence to him. Yet we may note that in
each of these passages the expression of God's seeing take the form of
'And the Lord saw that" or "And the Lord saw...and behold"; therefore,
these passages, on my analysis, a.ll signifr intellection unambiguously
and hence Onqelos's r:se of fiaza in them is risk-free. In the first case,
Gen. 6:5, God saw ria, the wickedness of man was great; in the second,
Gen. 6:12, God saw the earth and, beholl, itwas comrpt ("corrupt" being
an evaluative term), and in the third, Gen.29:21, the Lord saw rlra,
Leah was hated. In none of these cases can there be any doubt that
intellectual apprehension is intended.

There is another passage, one not cited by Maimonides, that. seems
to resist Maimonides' theory. It is Ex.33:13: "Now therefore, I pray
Thee, if I have found grace in Thy sight, show me now Thy ways,
that I may know Thee, to the end that I may find grace in Thy sight;
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and consider that this nation is Thy people." The biblical expression
to which "consider that" corresponds is ure'eh &i, literally, "see that."
( )nqelos renders "see that" as ugeli qadarnakh arei, "it is revealed before
You that...." According to Maimonides, Onqelos only renders "see" by
the locution "it is revealed before" when what is seen by God is bad.
Since God's seeing that this nation is His people is not seeing something
bad, Maimonides ought to be puzzled here as to why Onqelos does
not render the 'see" in this verse: lzoza. Maimonides, however, cites
only those instances in which gzli qadam is expected arrd, haza a,ppears
instead, not those in which lraza is expected and geli qadam zppears
instead-

It is interesting that Friedlander seeks to resolve Maimonides' third
difficulty in a way somewhat similar to mine. He notes that in each of
the three presumably exceptional cases the verb ra'ah "is not so closely
connected witl the word 'evil.'" He explains:

In the first instance the object perceived by God is t}le circumstance
t}tat the evil was great, not the evil itself; in the second the notion of
cornrption is expressed in another sentence; in the third instance the
circumstance that Leah was hated is said to have been perceived, not t}le
hatred itself, nor Leah the hated one.r6

t'riedliinder's analysis resembles mine in that it implicidy notes the
cflect of "that" in the first and third instance as making the seeing
apply to a circumstance rather than to an object, and the effect of
"...and behold" as separating the evaluation of what is seen from what
is seen. Friedlinder does not take the important step, however, of
r()ting that when seeing applies to a circumstance rather than to an
object, and when what is seen is evaluated, not described, the seeing
in question is not vision but intellection. It is likely that Friedliinder
Ilils to take this step because he does not challenge Maimonides'
irterpretation of Onqelos according to which Onqelos maintains that
tlivine intellection does not extend to evil things. Indeed, Friedlinder
Pcrsists in regarding the evil nature of the perceived obiect as the
rlctermining factor in Onqelos's decisions regarding how to render
"And the Lord saw": he emphasizes in each of the three instances that

16 Friedldnder, 1.48:167, n.4
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God does not directly perceive lia eull, implying that if God had directly
perceived the euil, Ongelos would have rendered " saw" as geli qad.am.

On my analysis, however, the nature of the perceived object is of no

consequence; what is critical on my view is the presence of the term
"that" or "...and behold" which has tre effect of turning seeing into
intellection regardless of whether the thing seen is evil or good.

Any interpretation-whether Maimonides' or Friedliinder's-in
which the evil nature of what is seen is regarded as being responsible
for Onqelos's avoidance of the Aramaic Lerm haza, encounters two
difficulties: first, on such an interpretation no account is available for
why Onqelos chooses to use an ambiguous terrn, baza, a term that
can be taken to be either sensual or intellectual, when he wishes to
make clear that God "sees" only intellectually; second, one is forced
to find a nonintellectual sense for the expression "it was revealed
before the L,ord," since t}te intellectual sense of "And the Lord saw" is

exhausted by the expressions that Onqelos translates by the Aramaic

ftaz.a. T\ere are, consequently, I believe, two advantages to my analysis.
First, it provides an account of Onqelos's willingness to use with
respect to God the ambiguous term l.t'aza, a term that might be taken
to signify sense-perception; on my account, Onqelos will only use such
a term-regardless of what type of thing is seen-when the ambiguity is
removed by the context or by the presence of"that" or "...and behold."
Second, my analysis allows Onqelos's expression "it was revealed before
the Lord" to mean what Onqelos must surely have intended it to mean,
i.e. intellection. Since, on my view, llaza does not exhaust all cases of
God's intellectual seeing but only those cases in which "that" or "...and
behold" or the context removes its ambiguity, another exPression ir
required, i.e. "it was revealed before the Lord," for those cases of God's
intellectual seeing in which the ambiguity has not been otherwisc
removed.

Maimonides considers finally in this chapter the verse (Gen. 22:8)
in which Abraham says to Isaac: "God will see for Himself (yi'eh ltl
the lamb for a burnt-offering, my son," citing this verse as another
instance in which Onqelos translates God's seeing by the locution "lt
is revealed." It is not clear*at least in part because Maimonides doer
not say-what he frnds troubling about this instance. And although he
provides two possible answers to whatever question he is asking about
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it, the two answers seem to address themselves, respectively, to two
distinct questions. The two answers Maimonides suggests are (1) that
Onqelos wishes to avoid the implication that God will begin to seek
the lamb and bring it into existence, and (2) that Aramaic does not
tolerate t}le notion that God's apprehension might be connected with
an animal devoid of reason. The first answer seems to address the
question ofwhy Onqelos does not preserve in his translation the future
tense found in the biblicalyir'ei, since the contention of this first answer
is that Onqelos wishes to avoid the implication that God will begin to
seek the lamb and bring it into existence. The second answer seems
to address a different question, the one we would expect Maimonides
to be asking here, i.e. why does Onqelos say "the lamb is revealed
before the Lord" rather than "the Lord sees the lamb'when a lamb is
not among the evils listed earlier as things to which God's intellectual
apprehension does not extend? To this question t}le second answer
is appropriate since it turns the animal's abject status into something
to which, like evil in its many forms, God's intellectual apprehension
could not, according to Maimonides' thinking, extend. On the analysis
that I have offered here, this second question, along with Maimonides'
answer to it, may be avoided altogether since on this analysis, in all cases
of divine seeing when there is no "that" or '...and behold" following
the verb ofseeing, the locution "revealed before the Lord" is necessary
to secure intellection as the intended sense of the biblical phrase. Since
(iod is said simply to see the lamb, and not to see that *te lamb is p
(where p is some evaluative term), Onqelos must translate God's seeing
the lamb as the lamb's being "revealed before" Him.

In the above-proposed solution to Onqelos's translation of biblicat
cxpressions ofdivine hearing and seeing, I remain faithful to the spirit
ol Maimonides' understanding of Onqelos's educational project, i.e. to
rxrve people away from gross anthropomorphization of God. When
Scripture says of a human being that he saw something, Onqelos will
franslate "szw" x l\aza regardless of whether or not. there is a ii or a
uehinneh plus an evaluative term following the verb of seeing. Onqelos
rays of Abraham, for example, that he saw, l.taza, the place from afar
(( icn. 22:4), and of Esau that he saw, l.taza, the women and children
((;cn. 33:5). With respect to God, however, Onqelos will only say haza
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17 See Efodi who interprets the notion of "it was heard before the [rrd- to mcln
that a certain matter would be before the Irrd, He would hear it, and throuSh
it He would achieve understanding of it.

in cases of "The Lord saw that" or "The Lord saw...and behold," or
when the context otherwise makes it clear that intellection is signified.

Furthermore, several of t}re Aramaic expressions that Onqelos uses

when God is said to hear or see are expressions reserved for God
alone: Onqelos never says ofa human being that something was heard

before, sherui'a qalam, or revealed before, gzld gadarz, him-even when

intellection is present. These expressions interpose a great distance

between God and sense-Perception as well as between God and human

beings.
We may note further that when Onqelos translates biblical phrases

alluding to God's seeing he is even more emphatic in dissociating
God from sense-perception than he is in the case of hearing when he

translates biblical Phrases alluding to God's hearing. Whereas all divine
seeing is clearly intellection regardless of which Aramaic expression
translates it, the expression "It was heard before the l,ord" does not
decisively replace sensation with intellection but only shields God from
the implication that he is actively engaged in sense-perception; it is

implied instead that the sensation "approaches" him.17 Thus, although
it may appear at first that Onqelos is less careful to avoid attributing
corporeality to God in translating expressions of divine seeing than in
translating expressions of divine hearing, it is arguably the case that,
on the contrary, it is when dealing with God's seeing that he is most
scrupulous.

Parl II

The question to which I wish to turn now is why Maimonides insistr
on offering an interpretation of Onqelos to which there are clcar
exceptions of which he is aware, exceptions that ostensibly drive him
to doubt the authenticity of the Onqelos manuscript in his possession,

There is no way ofknowing whether or not Maimonides was aware
of the simpler solution that I have provided to the difficulties he rairer
regarding Onqelos's translations of expressions of divine hearing and
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seeing. But it certainly seems probable that Maimonides' interesr in
Guide 1.48 is not primarily to discuss Onqelos but rather to set forth
his own views as if they were Onqelos's. As I noted earlier, in Part
I, despite the lavish praise that Maimonides heaps upon Onqelos,
Maimonides' various considerations of Onqelos's translations are not
simply approving. One feature that is characteristic of several of these
discussions is Maimonides' attributing to Onqelos in them views that
could not have been Onqelos's and are undoubtedly Maimonides'
own. It is likely that Maimonides wishes to have his own unorthodox-
sounding views authorized by Onqelos in t}re same way that he often
finds rabbinic support for such views (see, e.g., Maimonides' discussion
of miracles in Guidz 2,29:345-46). The following are the most obvious
examples of Maimonidean discussions of Onqelos that display this
feature:

Example l. At Gzidt 1.37:S0,Maimonides cites Onqelos's translation
of the biblical verse "But My face shall not be seen" (Ex. 33:23). Onqetos
translates this verse "And those in front of Me shall not be seen."
Maimonides goes on to ascribe to Onqelos the views that (a) there are
great created beings whom men cannot apprehend as they really are
and that these are the separate intellects thought to be in front ofGod,
i.e. in His presence, because of the power of the providence constantly
watching over them, and (b) there are other things that are graspable
in their true reality by men, things beneath the separate intellects with
respect to their ontological status, i.e. things endowed with matter and
lirrm, things of which Onqelos says "And thou shalt see that which is
behind Me," meaning that these are things on which God has turned
I Iis back because of their remoteness from His existence. That Onqelos
lrolds such views strains credulity; this way of thinking and talking is
clcarly Maimonides'.

Example 2. In Gzide 1.2, Maimonides approves of Onqelos's render-
irrg of 'Elohim" as raareain, rulers, in his translation of the verse Gen.
ll:l-r in which Cod tells the man that if he and the woman eat from the
'lice of Knowledge of Good and Evil they will be as Elohim, knowing
grxrd and evil. According to Maimonides, Onqelos translates Elohim as
hc does because of his recognition of the inferiority of knowledge of
grxxl and evil as compared with knowledge oftrue and false. Is it likely
thlt it is Onqelos rather than Maimonides himself who understands



I54

knowledge of good and evil to be an inferior sort of knowledge and
its acquisition to represent not a cognitive advance but a cognitive
regression? Is it not far more likely that Onqelos simply wished to
avoid, through his translation of Elohim as raurevin, the implication
that with the acquisition of knowledge of good and evil man would
become like God?

Example 3, ln Guidt 1.27:58, Maimonides comments generally [a'
vorably on Onqelos's translation of Gen.46:4 in which God tells Israel
(Jacob) in "visions of the night" that He will go down with him to Egypt.
Maimonides suggests :ls a possibility, however, that Onqelos interprets
the word "Elohim" as signi$ing an angel rather than God Himself,
in which case Onqelos must be understood to maintain that an angel
rather than God Himself would be going down with Jacob to Eg1pt.
Maimonides proceeds to defend this view of Onqelos's against the
objection that the preceding verse, Gen. 46:3, has the speaker declare:
"I am God, the God of thy thther." What is most striking about this
entire passage in the Cuidt is, of course, that Onqelos simply does not
say that Elohim here is an angel. Maimonides says this, and defends
it, but does so as if he is presenting and defending Onqelos's view.
Onqelos is quite capable of saying "angel" when he means angel, even
when the text does not say'angel," as, for example in his translation
of Gen. 32:31. Here Jacob says that he saw Elohim face to face, and
Onqelos translates: hazziti rnalakhaia, i.e. I have seen an angel. The
difference between the two cases, Gen.32:31 and Gen.46:4, is that
in the former Jacob has fought with the Elohim in question; he has
not simply dreamed him, as in the latter. Indeed, in this very chapter
Maimonides himself distinguishes between "things of the imagination,"
i.e. "that which is said to happen in a dream or in the visions of the
night," on the one hand, and "what took place within matters having
existence," i.e. "that of which it is said without qualification," on the
other (see Guidc 1.27:58).

There are in addition to these passages others in which Maimonides
attributes to Onqelos views that are Maimonides' own or which purport
to show that Onqelos's translations support orconcurwith Maimonides'
views, e.g. Guidz 1.28,2.23,2.33, and2.4l. There is also at least one oc-
casion upon which Maimonides is openly critical of Onqelos, i,e. Guidt
1.66. Characterizing as "strange" Onqelos's interpretation ofEx. 31:18,
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in whiclr it is said that the tablets were "written with the finger of God,"
Maimt>nides disputes Onqelos's view that God's "finger" is "a created
irrstrument that has cut into the tables through the will of God" (Guide

1.66:160-61); according to Maimonides, God's "finger" is His will. Of
l)irrticular interest and relevance to our consideration of Guidz 1.48,
however, is a passage (Guida 1.28:60) in which Maimonides commends
( )nqelos for observing certain limits, i.e. for translating parables so as

ro avoid implications of divine corporeality yet not then attemPting to
rliscuss the hidden intention and meaning of the parables. Maimonides
cxplains that the negation of divine corporeality is demonstrable and
nccessary to religious beliei for which reason Onqelos decides to
rranslate the Pentateuch so as to remove from it implications of divine
corporeality. Yet since the meaning of parables is a "suppositious
rnatter" that is also hidden, not essential to the foundations of belief,
tnd difficult for the multitude to grasp, Onqelos chooses not to engage
in interpreting the meaning of parables. Onqelos exercises restraint
with respect to interpretation of parables, says Maimonides, not only
in the case of the parable considered in Guilz 1.28 but "in all other

lrassages" (Guide 1.28:60). This Maimonidean description of Onqelos's
practice, it would seem, legitimates the atfibution to Maimonides
Iather than to Onqelos of all interpretations that venture beyond
rranslation aimed at denying God's corporeality-despite Maimonides'
irttribution of many such interpretations to Onqelos. In other words,
Maimonides' description of Onqelos's practice constitutes his hint to
the reader that in those instances in which he attributes to Onqelos
interpretations ofparables (as in the three examples presented above),
rhose interpretations are in fact his own. Applyrng this hint to Guil.e
1.48, it seems clear that the interpretation of Hab. l:13 attributed
ro Onqelos, insofar as it neither (a) ranslates the verse literally nor
(b) avoids literalness specifically for the purpose of denfng God's
corporeality but rather (c) seeks to uncover the verse's hidden meaning,
is not Onqelos's interpretation at all, but is Maimonides'.

If it is correct to assume that even in Guidz 1.48 wbere Maimonides
seems to be concerned to explain Onqelos's views he is in fact concerned
to state his own, the question arises as to which views of his own he
wishes to state. I propose that this chapter contains a foreshadowing of
Maimonides' position with respect to providence as discussed later on

,
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in the Guidz, particularly in Guidl 3.17-18. For the notion in Guidc 7.48

that God does not apprehend evil is but a disguised version of a notion
found at t}ae end of Guifu 3.17 and in Guidz 2.18, i.e. the notion that
divine providence is "consequent upon the intellect" (Guide 3.77:474).
ln the Guide Maimonides moves from a notion of divine providence in
which providence is associated with desert (at the beginning of Guidc
3.17), to one in which it is associated with intellect (at the end of Guide
3.17 and in Guid,e 3.18), and finally to one in which it is associated
with the total elimination of the limits that corporeality imposes on the
human ability to apprehend the divine (in Cuide 3.51).

There are three ways in which Maimonides' later view on providence
is foreshadowed in Guide 1.48. First, in Guid,e I.48 Maimonides cites
Hab. 1:13 and at Guide 3-77:473 he cites the surrounding verses, i.e.

Hab. 1:12 and Hab. l:14-15. Second, Hab. 1: 13 which states: "Thou that
art of eyes too pure to behold evil" is the clear counterpart of a verse
cited in Cuidc 3.18: "The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous"
(Ps. 34:16). Third, the discussion in Guidz 1.48 of the impropriety
(in Aramaic) of saying that God "sees" the lamb, a being devoid of
reason, an impropriety presumably appreciated by Onqelos, is related
to Maimonides' insistence in Guide 3.17 that providence does not
extend to animals (indeed it is in this connection that he relies on the
verses from Habakkuk).

Let us turn first to the first of these ways. The question posed by
Hab. l:13 is how can God whose eyes are too pure to behold evil
nevertheless look upon the wicked as they swallow up those more
righteous than they. As Maimonides understands this verse zt Guid.
3.17:473, it is rhetorical: God cannot and does not behold evil and look
upon mischief, i.e . he does not allow the wicked to swallow up the more
righteous. Indeed, Maimonides contends that Hab. 1:12, "O Lord, Thou
hast ordained them forjudgment, and Thou, O Rock, hast established
them for correction," makes clear that there was no withdrawal of
divine providence from the people massacred by Nebuchadnezzar, thtt
in fact the people were not righteous but rather wicked and thclr
massacre was therefore their due. The implication ofverses Hab. l:18
and 1:13, then, is tlat providence is consequent upon desert; it appllct
to all human individuals: both the righteous and the wicked recclvc
what their actions merit.
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Yet Hab. 1:12 and 1:13 are followed by two verses, Hab. 1:14 and
1:15, that seem to convey a rather different message about divine
providence. The message of these verses, as Maimonides understands
them, is not that providence is consequent upon desert, but rather
that it is "consequent upon the intellect" (Guide 3.17:474). Hab.
1:14 and 1:15 assert, on Maimonides' inter?retation, that unlike
human beings to whom God's providence does extend, the animal
species, "the fishes of the sea and the creeping things," are not
beneficiaries of providence; they "have no ruler over them" (Hab.
l:14). What Maimonides notes as distinctive of fishes of the sea and
creeping things is, however, not their indifference to justice or to
Iaw and obedience but rather their lack of intellect. By pointing to
the unintelligent nature of creatures other than man ratler than to
their unpolitical nature, Maimonides sets the stage for his view that
"providence is consequent upon the intellect."

The second of these ways connects Guidc ),.48 to Guidz 3.18 through
ir verse from Psalms (Ps.34:16) that Maimonides cites in Gzide 3.18,
a verse that echoes the verse from Habakkuk (Hab. l:13) that he cites
in Guidz l:48. The verse from Psalms reads, in part: "The eyes of the
[,ord are toward the righteous"; the verse from Habak]<uk reads, in
Part: "Thou that art of eyes too pure to behold evil, and that canst
not look on mischief." Through the interpretation that Maimonides
lrrovides in Guide 3.18 of Ps. 34:16, he helps the reader to penerrate
lris interpretation in Guidc 1.48 of Hab. 1:13. We may note that there
is a significant difference between the way in which Maimonides reads
llab. 1:13 in Guidc 1.48 and the way in which he reads it in Guide
3.17. ln Guidc 3.17, as we have just seen, Maimonides reads tl-ris verse
as implying that God does not withhold His providence from human
irrdividuals, that He does not countenance the wicked swallowing the
t ighteous, but rather responds to each, whether righteous or wicked,
a< cording to his desert. Yet il Guid.e 1.48, Maimonides reads Hab. 1:13
irs asserting that God does not behold, i.e. does not have intellectual
irlrlrrehension of, evil. Once Guidz 3.78 assigns a new meaning to the
tcr rn "righteousness" as it appears in Ps. 34:16, and thereby assigns as
wcll, albeit indirectly, a new meaning to t}le term "evil" or "mischief'
irr its companion verse, Hab. I:13, it becomes possible to see the way in
wlrich Maimonides' reading of Hab . l:13 in Guid.e 1.48 takes us beyond

I
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his reading of the same verse in Gaide 3.17 insofar as the former links

divine providence to intellect but the latter ties it to desert.

In Guide 3-lS,Maimonides speaks of providence watching over men

according to their perfection. But, Iet us note, perfection or excellence,

called "righteousness" in the verse from Psalms (Ps. 34:16) to which

Maimonides zppeals (Guidz 3.18:476), is contrasted in this chaPter not
with wickedness but with ignorance (3.18:475). Furthermore, Perfection
or excellence is aligned with nearness to God, and deficiency with

remoteness from Him. Nearness to and distance from God are in
turn identifiecl with the degree to which the individual human intellect

receives the overflow of the divine rntellect (Guidz 3.18:476). In this way

wickedness is assimilated to the deficiency that is dehned as ignorance,

as righteousness is to the per{ection or excellence defined as intellect. If
one ieads back in to Guidz I .48 t]r,e notion of Guifu 3. I 8 that wickedness

is ignorance, it becomes possible to understand how Maimonides reads

Hab. 1:13 in Guidt 1.48: Maimonides interprets this verse to maintain
that God's intellection, i.e. His providence, does not extend to the

ignorant. In other words, the Maimonidean reading of Hab. l:13
found in Guide 1.48 can be seen to be linked to the notion at the end

of Guidt 3.17 that providence is "consequent uPon the intellect." This

notion supersedes the notion of providence that is found earlier in
Guide 3.ll and that stems from the reading of Hab. 1:13 contained

there, i.e. the notion that providence is consequent upon individual
human desert.

The third of these ways links the lamb discussed at the end ol'

Guide 1.48 with t}le fishes of the sea and the creeping things of Hab.

1:14-15 discussed in Guide 3.17. Since Maimonides insists in Gzid, l.4tl
that when Onqelos translates God's seeing by the Aramaic tetm haut
he intends intellection, it is of great significance to Maimonides thrl
although the lamb is not among the bad things to which God's intel'
lection does not extend, Onqelos nevertheless withholds the term ftcra
in the case of God's seeing the lamb. Maimonides attributes Onqek['t
withholding of the term llaza in the case of God's seeing the lamb
the lamb's being "devoid of reason," a deficiency that disqualificr
from being an object of divine intellection. At 3.17:474, Maimonldol
contends that animals are excluded from divine providence bec

providence is "consequent upon the intellect." What places the lanrb ln
rr Sce Gzidz 3.20:480.
In Munk, vol. l, 1.48:l?4, n.4.

lr
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Cuidc l.48beyond the reach of God's intellection is its lack of intellect;
what places fishes of the sea and creeping things in Cuidt 3.17 beyond
the reach of God's providence is their lack of intellect.

That Guidt 1.48 is stating, secretly, Maimonides' view on provi-
dence ought not to strike the reader as far-fetched. God's "seeing" in
Guidz 7.48 is readily, almost obviously, linked to providence, of which
Maimonides regularly speaks as a "watching over" and "surveillance"

lcuidc 3.77-18). Furthermore, that God's seeing is withheld in Guidt
1.48 from things that are evil, understood finally as the ignorant, who,
like the lamb, are devoid of reason, parallels his view in Guidc 3.78
where providence is said to extend to human individuals according to
their perfection, called their "righteousness" in Ps.34:16, perfection
understood finally as the intellectual ability to attain the overflow of
the divine intellect.

Efodi too apparently makes the connection for which I argue in this
paper between the idea that God does not 'see," i.e. have intellection of,
the lamb, and the idea that His providence does not extend to it. When
Efodi discusses why Maimonides is troubled by the verse "God will see
for Himself the lamb" (Gen. 22:8), he applies both of Maimonides'
answers to what he takes to be Maimonides' only question with regard
to tlris verse, i.e. why Onqelos refrains from saying that God yel.tezzi, will
have intellection of, a lamb. Efodi seeks to explain Maimonides' two
answers as follows: (l) Had Onqelos said "The Lord will see (yehezzi\ the
lamb" he would have implied thereby that since God's apprehending
the lamb would bring it into presence-divine knowledge being the
cause of existence-it would follow that God would have knowledge
that is new, and this is impossible.rs (2) Had Onqelos spoken in terms
of God's seeing the lamb he would have implied thereby that Cod
has Proaidznce for (yashgiah) the details of an animal's existence, and
this is impossible. Munk as well draws the reader's attention here to
Maimonides' view on providen ce in Guide 3.l7.te

It is true that the connection between providence and divine know-
irrg is found in both the Ash'arite and the Mu'tazilite opinions on divine
lrxrvidence that Maimonides cites and rejects at Guidc 3.77:466 and,
3,17:468. It is not, however, to their belief that providence and divine
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knowledge are connected that Maimonides objects, but rather to their
respective notions (l) that God's omniscience is such that it gets in the
way of human freedom (Guidc 3.17:467), and (2) that it causes God's
providence to apply even to animals (Guidr 3.17l.468).

Maimonides' discussion in 1.48 of the problem of God's seeing,
i.e. having intellection of, the lamb that is devoid of reason, then,
may reasonably be taken to assimilate divine intellection to the divine
providence of which it is said later on at Cuide 3.17:477-72 that it
"watches over," i.e. sees, individual human beings who have reason but
not brutes that do not. At the very end of Guitlz 3.77 divine providencc
is said to consist of the overflow from one intellect, the divine, to othcr
intellects:

For providence can only come from an intelligent being, from One who
is an intellect perfect with a supreme perfection, than which there is no
higher. Accordingly everyone with whom something of this overllow ir
united, will be reached by providence to the extent to which he is reached
by the intellect.t

The phrase "everyone with whom something of this overflow is united,
will be reached by providence to the extent to which he is reached by the
intellect" is strikingly reminiscent of Maimonides' enigmatic phrase in
Guidt 7.48: "to apprehend and to establish the thing apprehended
as it is apprehended." We are now in a position to explain this
enigmatic phrase: for God to apprehend the thing apprehended as
it is apprehended is for His intellect to overflow to others to the extent
that they are able to receive it. Moreover, we can now explain why
God cannot "see" evil: it is because God's intellect cannot flow to thosc
without reason, i.e. to unintelligent animals of whatever species.

The divine overflow surely extends to the "separate intellects" of
Guidz 1.37, about whom Maimonides says (attributing this view, as
we saw above in Example 2, to Onqelos) that they are constantly in
God's presence because of the "power of providence watching over
them," and who are distinguished from things composed of matter and
form that are "remote" from the existence of God. As far as human
beings are concerned, however, since they are not, for Maimonides,

I I . llllt t( rr\t. t.xt,Rt.t55l( )N ;\Nt) I I . I (,Rt) s'\\4 " l(i I

recipients ol divine providence simply by virtue of their belonging to
rlre human species-as Maimonides szys 

^t 
Guidz 3.18:476, "outside

the mind nothing exists except the individuals"-only some human
individuals, sometimes, will be near enough to God, in the sense that
thcir intellects will have received the overflow of the divine intellect,
ro be truly subject to His providence. It would seem that these human
individuals, in order to receive the divine overflow, would have to
transcend the matter by virtue of which they are, unlike the separate
intellects, necessarily "remote" from God and outside His presence and
providence. But the view t}rat one fully enjoys God's providence only
insofar as one transcends the human condition of being composed
ol matter and form takes us beyond our consideration of providence
in Cuidz 3.17-18. It takes us to Guidz 3.51, where it is death alone
rhat suffices finally to bring a human being to the permanent state of
apprehension of the divine, a state in which "the intellect remains in one
and the same state," the "impediment" to this state, i.e. corporeality,
"having been removed" (Gui& 3.51:628).

Conchtsion

'fhe possibility that Maimonides in Guidz 1.48 means ro set forth his
own views on divine providence, views to be taken up again later in
the Cuidz, helps to account for what appears at first glance to be an
approach to Onqelos that is somewhat unusual for Maimonides in the
Ouide . As noted at the beginning of this paper, Maimonides modifies,
criticizes, or simply accepts the other translations by Onqelos that
he mentions. In this chapter, however, Maimonides treats Onqelos's
(ranslation as a problematic text which in iself merits analysis and
darification. The special attention Maimonides devotes to Onqelos
here may be understood, I suggest, if we take Maimonides to be using
C)nqelos's translation as a vehicle for presenting, secretly, his own views
on providence.

Some of the other peculiarities noted above with respect to Mai-
monides' treatment of Onqelos it Guidt 1.48 can be easily accounted
Ibr as well if we interpret this chapter of the Guidz as foreshadowing
Maimonides' later views on providence. For example, whereas Hab.
l:l3-"And Thou canst not look on iniquity"-fails to support the

I
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purportedly Onqelosian notion that God's intellection does not extend

io bad things, it functions quite well as a text from which Maimonides

can infer the hidden meaning that providence does not extend to the

ignorant. Furthermore, whereas the verse that says explicitly of God: "I
have known their pains" (Ex. 3:7) cannot be reconciled with the view

that God's intellection does not extend to affliction, it is compatible
with the notion that divine providence is withheld from those devoid

of reason.
Finalty, if my solution to the difficulties that Maimonides poses with

respect to Onqelos's translation ofbiblical expressions ofdivine seeing

is in fact more faithful than Maimonides' to the spirit of Onqelos's
intention of negating divine corporeality, this is because my purpose is

primarily to understand Onqelos and Maimonides' is not. When I take

all of Onqelos's translations of biblical expressions of divine seeing as

implying intellection rather than sensation and as in this way re moving
corporeality from God, I am interpreting Onqelos. When, however,
Maimonides contends that Onqelos's expression "revealed before the
Lord" indicates the absence of God's intellection, Maimonides moves
beyond interpreting Onqelos to uncovering the hidden meaning of the
parable contained in Hab. 1:13.

ENGI-ISH SUMMARIES OF HEBREW ARTICLES

Samuel lbn Tibbon's Introduction to his
Commentary on Ecclzsiastes

b1

Ruth Ben Meir

A critical edition of the hitherto unpublished Introduction to
Samuel Ibn Tibbon's Commentary on Eccbsiasles.

Samuel Ibn Tibbon (1160-1232) earned his reputation not only as
ir translator of Maimonides' Guidc of the Perpkxe{ but also as the author
of independent works and philosophical commentaries. As translator
hc helped to spread knowledge of Maimonides' philosophic opinions,
wlrile as an independent author and commentator he helped to fan
tlrc llames of the Maimonidean controversy. While his predecessors
un(lcrtook to show that Maimonides' opinions were in harmony with
t r rrditional religious teachings, Samuel set out to reveal the secrets of
l\l;rimonides' thought and their esoteric meaning. He was guided by
tlrt' <nnviction that his times were more ready for the revelation of
tll( se secrets than were earlier generations. In his task as interpreter
rrrr<l independent author he was often helped by the more extreme
;rlrilosophic views of Averroes.

'l lre best known of Samuel's works is Yiqqavu ha-Ma1im ("Let the
!\'irt(.r's be Gathered" Grnesis 7:9) which has been published. In it he
rliscrrsses cosmology, angelology, and divine providence. He is also the
.rrrtlrrrr <rf the no longer extant Ner ha-Hofes ("L\ght of the Seeker") and
tlr as yet unpublished commentary on liclesiasles. Predating Yiqqarru
ht t\fu\im, the commentary is cited in this work.

l,) tlcsiasles, according to Samuel's view, is, among the books written
ll Srrkrrnon, intermediary between Prolerbs and Sozg o/ Songs. Its
rrrirjor theme, according to Samuel, is the immortality of the soul
rrrrrl ils <rrrriunction with the ageDt intellect. Ecclesiastes is divided into
tlrr.(. l)irrrs: Introduction (l:1-12), Section on Wisdom (2:1-6:12), and
Sr.r I ion orr Virtues (7:1- 12:7). The last six verses constitute the epilogue.
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After the introduction to the commentary there aPPear translations of
three treatises, two of which are attributes to Averroes, the third to his

son.

Mairnonidcs' Halakhic Decisiotrs
Based. on the Jerusalem Tahnud

in Opposition to the Babylonian Talmud

by
Yerahmiel Brody

It is well known that Maimonides, more than any other posei, decides

the halnkhah on the basis of the Yerushalmi. This is clear from the fact
that he is the only one among the poshim who decides agricultural
law in this manner. Moreover. he often collected from the Yerushalmi
hatakhot th^t are not in the Bavli, though their subject matter is. But
beyond that the opinion was held, in traditional and modern scholarly
circles alike, that at times, he decided t}],e halakhah according to the
Yerushalmi even when the decision clearly goes against the Bavli.

It was an accepted opinion from the time of Rav Hai Gaon that
one should rely on the Yerushalmi only when it does not contradict
the Bavli, that is to say, only when the Yerushalmi discusses a subject
rhat is not discussed in the Bavli or when the Yerushalmi can be viewed
as an elaboradon or interpretation of the Bavli. Maimonides himself
writes in the Introduction to Mishneh Torah: "All of Israel is obligated
to follow the gem.oro of the Bavli."

This article is devoted to two paradigmatic cases in which Mal'
monides decides according to the Yerushalmi when it is in clear
opposition to the Bavli. Both cases appear in the order of Nezikin. ln
one case he quotes a passage from Ma'aser Shezi in the other a PassaSc
from Shekalim- The author argues that in the case of contradiction,
Maimonides decides according to the Yenrshalmi only in cases in
which the "natural place" of the halakhah is in the Yerushalmi.

The author concludes that in cases in which there exists a

in the Bavli and Yerushalmi the decision, in case of conflict, must
according to the Bavli. In the case of those Masehhtot which appear
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the Yerushalmi but not in the Bavli the two are equal and the decision
is made in accordance with the "natural place" of the halahhah.

Maimonidzs' Reasons for Halnhhic Decisions

by
David Henshke

Maimonides' decision concerning bamel on Erea Pesah (Teshuaot
ha-Rambatu ed.Jehoshua Blau, 252) serves as a source tbr the evaluation
of his reasoning in deciding the halahhah in Mishneh Torah. From the
Heneration ofthe Exile from Spain until modern times the opinion has
been held that Maimonides, in *tis responsum, admits that his decision
was influenced by a popular explanation rather than by strict halakhah.
'laking issue with this explanation, E. S. Rosenthal has argued that
lrhilosophic re:rsons rather tban halakhic ones influenced Maimonides
rlccision.

Disagreeing with both of these opinions, the author proposes a new
arralysis of this responsum and a different methodology for understand-
irrg Maimonides' decision. The careful analysis of the language used
il this responsum discloses that Maimonides held that his sources were
talrnudic rather than his own reasoning. On the basis of this evidence
tlr(, author concludes Lhat the hal,ahhol in Mishneh Torah d,o not depart
h on\ their halahhir sources.

"Hahhanx", "Hasid", and "Tou" in Maimonidz{ Writings:
A Study in Terms and their ReJtrence

by
Hannah Kasher

Mninr<>nides' definition of the ideal man and his artribures has been
wirlcly studied. It has been held that "Hakham", "Hasid", "Tov" are
rlirtilr( t in Maimonides' thought and represent a precise and consistent
lypology. l'his article suggests a more fluid picture. "Hakham" does
lrllr r (.li.r strictly to an intellectual, "Hasid" does not consistently refer
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to the ascetic, nor does "Tov" always refer to one who is ethically or
ontologically good.

Re.fl,ections on Principles oJ ClassiJication

in Mairnonid.es' Mishneh Torqh

by
Haym Soloveitchik

The classification of the Mishneh ?orah isjustly famous. Nevertheless,

there exist serious problems in it that have hitherto gone unnoticed.
These problems are both in the units of classification and the internal
organization of several of the units. For example, the laws of bailment
(shomrim) are never treated in unison though they are so treated both in
the Mishnah and the Talmud. Instead, Maimonides sPlits bailment into
two, treating the hired bailee (together with labor law) in one unit and
the other three forms of bailment in another. The laws of conversion
are found in the "Book of Holiness" in the unit of "Forbidden Sexual
Relations", rather than in the "Book ofKnowledge". Again, the Laws of
Lost Property are conjoined with those of Theft and are located in the
"Book ofTorts", though finding and caring for lost ProPerty is scarcely
a tort. These and other problems point to the problematic nature ol'
Maimonidean classification and the need for its close and critical study,

I
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