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‘Typically, in the first place, the text [in his case the aggadah] is of sufficient authority that it can not 33
be casually dismissed. Second, a new world view [rationalism] provides a compelling set of ideas
that appear to be in radical conflict with the simple meaning of the original text. Under such
circumstances, a typology of positions is predictable. Some will turn their backs with disdain on the
new world view [...] At the other pole, there will be those whose commitment to the new world
view is so powerful that it shatters the authority of the text [...] in the middle will be those who
retain their commitment to both the ancient text and the new thought system. They may do this
through a kind of intellectual schizophrenia, which recognizes conflicts but either does not attempt
to or is unable to reconcile them. More productively, they may resort to interpretation [in his case,
philosophical or kabbalistic interpretation of aggadah] in order to demonstrate that the conflict
between ancient text and new truth is only apparent, the result of an imperfect comprehension of the
text; that the new idea is actually consistent with, implicit in, or even the ultimate meaning of the
long—familiar but inadequately understood words’ (M. Saperstein, Decoding the Rabbis: A
Thirteenth Century Commentary on the Aggadah, Boston 1980, pp. 11-12)
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