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Seniors Take G.R.E~; 
Marks Count for Honors 

Summer- Studies 
"Blitzk:reig" S u mm e _r 

Courses in Physics 1, 2 and 
Gheniistry 11, 12 ( Qualita
tive and Quantitative Anal
ysis) will again be offere<l 
this year, announced Pro
fessor Morris Silverman, 
Registrar of Yeshiva Col
lege. 

Dean Gu_termanSReg~~ 
On StUdenis' . ProbliifflS 

Eighty-three prospective graduates' of Y eshi;a College took: die 
Graduate Record Examinations Sunday and Monday, March 23-24, 
at the main academic center. Results of the two-day test, administered 
by the Educational Testing Serv-

. . 

Dr. Simeon L> Guten;nan, dean of Yeshiva College, stressed the 
problems Y.C. students face bee.ause of their double · ·program, in a 

. Fireside· Chat· in the donµ synagogue, W~dnesd.ay, March "26. 
During a question aud answer period following his address· ~ 

"The Probl~ of the Yeshiva College Student Body," ' the Dean 
defended the institution's policy of counting G.~E. scores . for honors 
and awards. An English major who took' fhe examination in this field 
pointed out that English courses offered at Yeshiva comprised less , 

ice of Princeton, N. J., will stand 
as the representative eighth term 

· grade in computing a stu~ent's 
honor credits. 

Four lnst~uclOf S 

Added to Fac~lty 
Four instructors have 6een ap

pointed to the faculty of Yeshiva 

Dr. ~Ii Levine, prof~r 
of Chemistry, and Mr. 
~eretz Posen, instructor in 
Physics, will teach Chemistry 
and Physics respectively. 

than 25 per cent of the questions on the G.R.E. 1 
· Sunday's four-hour general ex

amination consisted of tests in the 
Social Sciences, the humanities 
and the · Natural Sciences. The College, announced Dr. Samuel 

When asked about the grading policy of the college, Dr. Guterman 
replied that grading is""' left up to 

G-d' s Close Contact \Nith Man the instructor.'s discretion. He said. -~ specialized three-hour exams given 
on l\1onday tested the students 

h . '' . ,, on t e1r ma1or areas. 
~1ost of the area tests were 

prepared by the Testing Service. 
However, the Classical Languages 
and Hebrew exams were composed 
by Yeshiva professors.- Dr. Louis 
Feldman, assistant professor of 
Classics, prepared the test in that 
field. The exam in Hebrew was 
made up by Dr. Irving Agus. 
professor of History, Dr. Asher 
Siev, ·instructor in Bible and Dr. 
Milton Arfa, professor of He
brew. These two tests will be 
rnarlced at Yeshiva, while the 
others will be graded at Prince
ton, N . J. 

The Graduate Record Examina
tions at Yeshiva College serves 
to rank Yeshiva's curriculum 
with those of other colleges by 
comparison of grades and also 
takes the place of four-year acad
emic exams. 

Stress Humanities, 
Dr. Morton Teicher 
Urges at Brealcfast 

"Educational institutions must 
not overlook: the humanities de
spite the great stress on technolo
gical studies," stated Dr. Mor
ton I. Teicher, director of Yes
hiva University's School of So
cial Work, at a testimonial break
fast honoring Mr. Irving Bran
don, at Beth El Community Cen
ter, New Rochelle. 

Dr. Teicher further remark.ed 
that "human welfare and human 
relations must take precedence in 
the education of our youth even 
in the face of the great demands 
for engineers a,nd scientists." In
tellectual advancement, he felt, is 
as important as scientific progress. 

The affair also featured the 
presentation of a certificate of 
award to Mr. Brandon, citing 
him for "Sympathetic understand
ing in advancing the spiritual 
and cultural heritage of Judaism:' 
Al.so on the program were in
formal talks by three New 
Rochelle teenagers on various as
pttts of Yeshiva University life. 

Proceeds of the affair will go 
toward the University's general 
maintenance fund. 

Forty fellowships were awarded 
to students at the School of Edu
cation. 

Bellrin, president of Yeshiva Uni

versity. 
.. however, that five or six years 

Stressed -by Dr. Tendler in Talk ::; :ac:;;;~== ~ ::J/8~ Dr. Weiner J. Cohnman was 
appointed to the Sociology depart
ment; Alfred S. Golding to the 
Speech department; Dr. Walter 
H. Kaufman to the History d_e
partment; and William W. Saf
fern to the l\.,f athematics depart
ment. 

Dr. Cohnman received his 
Ph.D. from· the University of 
Munich and has taught at Fisk 
and V anderbuilt Universities at 
Nashville, Tennessee, and Brook
lyn College. 

Alfred Golding received his 
l\1aster of Fine Arts degree from 
Yale and teaches· speech at 
C.C.N.Y. 

Dr. Kaufman received his 
Ph.D. from the New York School 
of Social Research. 

William Saffem received his 
1\tiasters from Columbia U niver
sity where he had served as lec
turer in Mathematics. -

The Exodus from Egypt is' a vivid portrayal of G-d's close con
tact, as distinguished from the philosophical view that G-d is "too 
busy" to concern himself with a sole human being, Rabbi Moses D. 
Tendler declared in a talk on 
Hilchot Petach . . This was the 
third in- a series of Halacha 
Seminars sponsored by the Stu
dent Organization of Yeshiva. 
The seminar was held Monday, 
l\1arch 24 in the College Resi
dence Hall Synagogue. 

Rabbi Tendler concerned him- . 
self primarily with the problem 
of Chometz as "water mixed v. 'th 
any of the five grains ( whea1. . 
barley, oats, rye, and spelt) stand
ing for eighteen minutes without 
manipulation." A def in it ion of 
the word ,,manipulation" was re
quested and from theq on the 
Seminar progressed into a lively 
discussion with all aspects of 
'' chometz'' being covered. 

Other important and halachic 
topics discussed were the question 
of the proper shiur for eating 

matzah and the law in regard to 
egg matzohs. Rabbi Tendler de
clared that egg matzohs are only 
permissible for those who are sick 
or aged. 

The Student Organization of 
Yeshiva has five more Halacha 
Seminars planned. On Tuesday, 
April 1, Rabbi J. - Parnes will 
discuss Biur and Bedikat Chometz 
and Hilchot Ha-Seder. Other 
seminars will be led by Rabbi M. 
Fulda on "Hilchot Sefira," April 
16; Rabbi D. Hartman on Pesukei 
de-Zimra and Birchot ha-Schachar. 
April 30; Rabbi M. Feldblum on 
Kriat Shema and its Brochot, 
May 12 ; and a discussion of 
A midah by Rabbi M. Bernstein 
on May 19. 

The seminar Chairman is Mel
vin Sachs '60. 

AN EDITORIAL 
The right of THE COMMENTATOR to print 

articles, news stories and or editorials on 
any problems which are not limited to the 
college has been denied by Dr. Simeon L. 
Guterman, dean of ;yeshiva College and 
concurred in by Dr. Samuel Belkin, president 
of the university. A memorandum to this 
effect printed on page two of this issue 
specifically denies the right of this newspaper 
to mention a university problem which has 
caused much comment and man~ letters to 
the editor. · -

It is the feeling of the Governing Board 
that THE COMMENTATOR is more than just 
a newspaper put out by a few individuals to 
print only college affairs. Rather, THE Co~· 
MENTATOR, the only student newspaper in the 
University above the high school level,- rep
resents the student body of the University. 
College students attend R.I.E.T.S., T.I., or 
J.S.P. and also live in the dormitory. The 
hoard is obligated- to print editorials reflect
ing the viewpoint of student government and 
also to print the opposing •viewpoints ex
pressed by students. 

The Governing Board has voted~ unani
mously lo suspend publication of THE COM
MENTATOR under 1his ruling. If th~ ruling is 
not rescinded there will be no CoMMENTJ\TOR. 

THE COMMENT ATOR 
YESHIVA COUEGE 
YESHIVA UNIVE.RSITY 
NEW YORK 33, NEW YORK 

• 
This is the responsibility of our newspaper~ 

it cannot be ques~oned, _nor will we evade it. 

. -
Nonprofit Org. 

U. I . POITACII 

PA ID 
NEW . YOIIC, N. Y. 
Per1111t No, 1'20 

to 30 per cent of each class. This 
rule is no longer in effect. Pres-' · 
ently, the instructor is recom
mended to attempt to conform to 
general grading practice and· give 
no more than about 50 per cent 
of the class A's and B's. 

Varsity Sllowp~ace 
To Se Held May 7 
At Joan of Arc 

"Peace, It's Wonderful" is the 
title of the second annual Senior 
Varsity · musical play to be held 
Wednesday, May 7th, at 8:30 
p.m. in the Joan of Arc High 
School. 

The play, a musical parody on 
the political situation existing be
tween the· u.-s. and Russia por
. trays . the humorous intrigues that 
take place in the armies of both 
countries. 

Pre-Rabblnlcs 
The President of Yeshiva 

University has n<~t announced 
approval of° a Pre-Rabbinics_ 
major at the college. Dr. 
Simeon L. Guterman, dean 
of Yeshiva Coll~e, said that 
no such program had even 
reached tJ:ie approval stage . . 

The I~ issue of THE 

CoMMENTATOll had report
ed . the approval of such a 
major. This report was 
based on a committee re
port to the Student Or
ganization of Yeshiva, as 
recorded in the official · 
minutes of the S.O.Y. meet
ing . of Tuesday, March 18. 
The minutes stated that the 
administration had approved 
the projected major . . 

_The members of the 
S.O.Y. who had been lD

volved in the "negotiations'' 
told Ta·a CoMMmffATOa 
that the ~t Dean had 
been their a>ntact ,in all 
dealings with . the adminia-1 

, tration on this major, and 
that he had been- their (n
fonnant as to the status ·of 
the program. 
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To: Dr. Belkin DATE: April 1, 1958 

FROM: Dr. Guterman SUBJEC:_:r: Commentator 

1-_Minyan question is "out of bounds" from now ori. The next scheduled 
issue of Commentator which deals with it will have to be drastically 
revised 'or scratched. 

Needed: A Transcript , 

This past semester the administration un
veiled a new system of reporting grades. 
Although the new system is not perfect ( for 
example: sending marks only to parents of 
out-of-to'\\~ students) it is a step in the right 
direction. Along these same lines we feel 
that there is one area that is grossly neglect!id. 

At present, students in the latter part of 
their junior year are informed of their 
cumulative aver-age, and the credits needed 
for graduation. 

At no time does a student ever see a copy 
of his transcript. The first time a student 
sees his transcript is when he applies to grad- , 
uate school and orders a personal transcript, 
and sometimes not even then. This situation 

leaves itself open to human error. This year 
so far two students found that marks they 
thought they received in their freshman year 
~ad been changed. 

There was no positive way to definitely 
check the exact mark, and the faculty mem
ber is no longer present. Another student 

, found that six credits of C had been given 
to him in his freshman year £or two courses 
he never took. This problem can be alleviated 
by having a photostat of his transcript issued 
at the end of each semester to each indi
vidual student. In this manner we can avoid 
the human error, and stop some unfortunate 
accident that could forseeably prevent or 
hamper a student's chances at graduate 
school. 

The Advisor and the Educational Process 
An integral part of the educational process 

of a university is allowing the student to 
take on gradually increasing responsibility. 
The school. newspaper should fit into 
such a pattern by making its editors take 
complete responsibility- for it, and conse
quently giving them a free hand on the edi
torial page. However, THE COMMENTATOR, 
our official Yeshiva College und~rgraduate 
newspaper, still functions under an anach
ronistic advisory system, which in itself had 
to be accepted by the students in order to 
avoid complete censorship. 

Briefly, the advisory system works in this 
manner: Before copy_is p_rinted it must be sent 
to an alumni advisor ( who is agreed upon 
by students and administration) for his ap
proval as to matte.rs of taste and propriety. 
If he disapproyes of something and the stu
dents still want to print it, the copy is them 
sent to the Assistant Dean. If he disapproves 
the copy is sent to the President of the 
University. 

That this set-up violated freedom of the 
pres_s .as- .an educational principle · does not 
have to be shown, as the administration ad
mits it. An ... advisor is necessary, they argue, 
because the -students are not -matur.e enough 
to have complete power to decide what should 
or should not be printed. This seems to be 

the crux of the entire case for the advisory 
system, and consequently we will treat 1t 
more fully. 

For the administration to argue that the 
students are not mature enough to be trusted 
with complete freedom of criticism, requires 
a certain state of mind on thei~ part, on 
which presupposes that Yeshiva College stµ
dents ~re somehow not really men but rather 
overgrown high school boys. Such an attitude 
is not at all conducive to the molding of a 
healthy intellectual· atmosphere enabling the 
student to realize his capabilities to the 
fullest extent. If an individual is to emerge 
from college with the broadened viewpoint 
which a traditional liberal arts education aims 

· to achieve, he must be treated while · there 
as a mature person who is fully able to 
think on his own. It should be felt that he 
is responsible enough to be allowed to criti
cize constructively in print without having to 
ultimately submit his criticism for · approval 
to the very individuals he may be criticizing. 

The time has come for the administration 
to take a long hard second look at their at
titudes and inevitable results. Constructive 
~riticism has never harmed an institution. A 
university, whose purpose is to develop - an 
inquiring attitude, - should encourage, rather 
than suppress, a healthy organ .. of student 
op1mon. 
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The Li-vingTalmud:ACa.se 
In 'Masechet Cafeteria' -By Michael Fl'llnk 

The following is an exerpt fore encountered such a case and 
from the Gemorah; Masechet so· brought the matter up in the 
Cafeteria, Daf 84: Bet Medrash to fing out the 

M aaseh S.hehaya: A man who ,opinions of the other Rabonim. 
had been employed for a nlln'lber Rtm Chaim claimed that since the 
of years as a worker for a certain new cafeteria was intended for th.el, ·, 
company had eaten most of his advantage of the workers the 
meals during that time · at the prices should not have been 
company cafeteria. The meals raised. Rebbe V eltJel took excep
were not very good but the. prices tion to those Rahonim who agreed 
~ere moderate . . Occcasionally this with RafJ Chaim. His objection 
man \itould take his meals at was this : Why should the new 
another cafeteria some distance cafeteria be forced to lower its 
away. Here the food was slightly prices when no one is forcing the 
better and no more expensive, workers to eat there? "Do they 
and the portions were big. But not have another cafeteria nearby 
there were two disadvantages-- where they can, by their own 
First: there was some distance admission, get fairly good food at 

h f . d d . ?" between this ot er ca etena an mo erate pnces . . 
the company and travel .was in- Reh Isser .retorted: · "It is 
convenient, especially during the known that this· other cafeteria is 
rainy season. Secondly, this other hard to r.each, especially during 
cafeteria served no meat - meals. the rainy season and, in addition, 

Now, as a result of this un- it serves no meat meals." One of · 
satisfactory situation this same the T al,,:idim, Schmelke Der 
man, along with many of his co- Frayser brought a question to 
workers, requested new eating light: "Whether it be justified or 
facilities from the company. After not the new cafeteria charge such, 
much argument _ these facilities high prices is a separat~. · 
were finally arranged. In fact, However, we cannot demari ,: 
unlike the old cafeterfa which was the manager of the new ~~:::·::: 
run by a caterer from the out- lose money. The quality or-"'th 
side, this new cc\/eteria was going food went up and memayluh th 
to be under the personal super- ,, 

prices had to rise. . . 
vision of the managh of the com-

"The Rosh Yeshiva summed up pany himself. 
When the new cafeteria open- · the mattei; thusly: "A slight in-

•ed the food proved to be quite a crease in price could be excused 
bit better, the eating accomoda- although not condoned, for ·where
tions far superior and the prices as the old cafeteria was run as 
-much higher. This same man a profitable business the new one 
was still diShtisfied. He claimed should be a non-profit undertak: 
that it was financially impossible ing. However, under no conditions 
to manage on his wages, the new should the prices have increased 
prices being what they were. (See to a greater degree, proportionate
Masechet Stipends, Daf 21) ly, than the quality of the food 

. When his pleas went unanswered increased. R(JfJ Me,uuhem Haday
this same man brought his em- an having heard these · dive~ 
player before RtlfJ Menachnn Ha- opinions, once again came before 
Jayan for the purpose of having a the Baalay · Din and passed judge- . 
Din Toroh. ment. 

Rav Menachem had never · be- "Tayku." 

DISHING IT OUT: h 8~ ·c,apCaln !If '. the ·lukeflilD team. 
.Joseph Oh~ president of the 'dehatlnt team and Abraham 811atdro. ..,. 
editor-In-chief of THE ~ATOR. (L to r.) be~tnd the coantw 
OD openfng- ~-

~- - . 


