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Dr. Wischnitzer Chosen 
To Be Assistant Dean 

Dr. Saul Wischnitzer, associate 
professor of biology and pre-medi­
cal advisor, has been appointed As­
sistant Dean of Yeshiva College. 
Dean Bacon, who made the an­
nouncement, stated that Dr. 
\Vischnitzer would continue his 
current research project. 

this position, he offers guidance and 
advice to pre-medical students in 
choosing their courses and medical 
schools and attempts to bridge the 
gap between the Pre-1\,ledical Pre­
Dental Committee ·and the student. 

Erna Michael Coll~g~[E~ta~hS~e~; 
Offers Degree fi, t-le~rqic S~.,.-~·ies 

Dr. Saul Wlschnltzer 

The assistant dean has a three­
fold job. He aids in easing adminis­
trative "red-tape" which has in­
creased mart:c<I ly b.:cause of the 
precipitous rise in student enroll­
ment during the past few years. 
He also coordinates special activi­
ties, such as the college catalogue 
and serves as the inter-divisional 
liason. 

Dr. Wischnitzer will also con­
tinue to be pre-medical advisor. In 

Mirsky Writes 
Interpretation 
Of Manuscript 

Shibolei Haleket Completum, a 
seven hundred year old religious 

· manuscript has been reconstructed 
and interpreted for the first time, 
by Dr. Samuel K. Mirsky, profes­
sor of rabbinic; ;it Bernard Revel 
Graduate School. 

The manuscript, ,vritten 1n 
1260 by Z idkiah ben Abraham 
Harofe, a Roman physician and 
rabbi, was used by Rabbi Joseph 
Karo four hundred years ago in 
the preparation of his Shulchan 
Aruch, the code of Jewish Law. 
According to Dr. Mirsky, Shiba­
lei Halefrt sheds new light on the 
daily lives of 13th century Euro­
pean Jewry and the activities of 
several of their religious scholars. 
In an introductory commentary, 
Professor M irsk:y explains the na­
ture and significance of the manu­
script, which is the oldest and most 
authentic version discovered to 
date. Included in the prolegomena 
is a series of letters written to 
Rabbi Zidldah on religious and 
medical matters. 

Dr. Mirslcy envisions his work 
as the first in a. five volume series. 

In addition to his official capaci­
ties, Dr. W ischnitzer is continuing 
to do research. Currently he is 
working un the mapping of fine 
structures of normal egg cells in 
back-boned animals. This is · ac­
complished by using an electron 
microscope with high powers of 
magnification. Dr. Wischnitzer 
says his research "will permit the 
study of the effects of radiatioll and 
drugs on normal egg cell structure 
for information that may be rele­
vant in helping us to understand 
congenital defects induced by such 
means." The project is being con­
ducted under a five-year $75,000 
Career Research Development 
Aw'ard from the National Insti­
tutes of Health. 

Establishment of a pioneer four 
year college offering a Bachelor of 
Arts in Jewish Education has been 
announced by Dr. Samuel Belkin.­
The Erna ;\'lichael College of He-_ 
braic Studies ( which replaces the 
Teacher's Institute for ~Ien) is a 
1.25 million dollar gift donated by 
philanthropist Jakob Michael. 

EMC is the first college in the 
United States to offer a liberal arts 
and professional program as well_ 
as courses in Jewish education. 
Sni.dents enrolled in EMC will be 
admitted on a highly selective basis 
and will attend tuition free. EMC' 
will be a sep~rateentity, and Stu- . 
dents attending it need not attend 
YC collaterally, as is presently the 
case for students in Tllvl. 

Several innovations are planned 
for the coUege. Among them are a 
vear of study in Israel for the en­
~ire junior cla.ss, on-the-job labora­
tory experiences, a guidance pro-

Mr. Jakob Michael 

gram d;;.igned to _ counteract the 
trend toward "depersonalization" 
in American schools for . teacher 

Co-op Open .. § Under New Management; 
Owners Promise Many Improvements 

A University boolcstore, under 
new management, was opened in 
time for the first day of classes. 
The new store is part of a large 
and w'ell-established chain. Its 
contract with the University in­
cludes: an agreement to provide a 
full time and complete bookbuying 
and bookselling operation, providing 
a 6-20 o/o discount off list price on 
new books costing over $5 and a 
25 % discount on used books; and 
payment of a percentage of its 
profits to the University. In return, 
the new store has the exclusive 
right to buy and sell books and to 
provide other novelties and serv­
ices. 

The book store hopes to carry 
full lines of books, novelties, paper­
backs, and review books, and to pro­
vide a magazine subscription serv­
ice including all popular periodi­
cals. A record display has already 
been set up, and the store shared 
the expense of freshman gifts with 
the Alumni Association. The man­
agement also hopes to assist in . 
school activities by advertising in 
THE COMMENTATOR and sponsor­
ing contests such as one fo_r a 
University mascot. 

One of the most important serv­
ices provided is the used-book oper­
ation. The store will buy currently 
used editions of texts at half the 
list price. In contrast to the student 
exchange and the open market, it 
will give refunds on books bought 
at the store if they are the wrong 
edition, in poor condition, br if a 
student withdraws from a course. 
Other books not used in the college 
will also- be bought ;it half the 
wholesale price. More services will 
be provided and other improve­
ments will be made in the store 

itself. The nianagemenr hopes to 
stay open ai: ieast two nights a week · 
for students with late classes. Books 
will be kept available throughout 
the semester and a I~'i-ger variety of 
higher quality merchandise is also 
promised to satisfy all student 
needs. 

•Mr. Malamud, the manager of 

the bookstore, hopes that the vari­
·ous servi::es provided and the lielp 
in various activities will add to -the 
spirit of th~ University and that the 
bookstore itself will become a stu­
dent meeting place and center. of 

· activity. In summati~n he said: · 
"W·e can serve successfully only if 
we get your cooperation." 

Reflecting the new ownership of the · Colle.-e Boobtore .la the modeni 
look of the store ltaelf. Note the happy smile on .ihtf face of a aatlsfl.ed 
Yeshiva student u he leaves the remodeled edifice. · -- - { 

, education} and a · Summer prpgram 
at Jewish! edil:cational camps: . 

A chair, to be held by Dr. 
Norman Lamm, associate rabbi of 
the Je'9cish :Center, is . to be"set up 
· and titled the Erna and Jakob 
Michael Professorship in Jewish 
Philosophy. . , , 

The present program, which is 
not complete, ivas developed by a 
committee composed of Dr. Eman­
uel Rackman, assistant to the 
President; Dr. Isaac Bacon, Dean 
of Yeshiva .College; Dr. Hyman 
Grinstein, director of EMC; Dr. 
Lamm; ·. Prof. Morris : Silverman, 

. Registrar; and Dr, Alvin I. Schiff, 
committee 'chairman •. The. prime 
purpose of the college, whi_ch will 
open in the fall 0£'1967, is -to,meet 
the need for . qualified teacheis in 
the field of Jewish education, 
' Jack Stern, .EMCSC l'r~ide~t, 

coaimentiid "The school's basic 
aim · is ~ne that is vitd to the future 
of 'American and \vorld Jewry. 
Without qualified teachers; the 
Jewish mainstay of chinuch, OT 

education, can nqt . survive. The 
new college . for Hebraic S~dies 
will guarantee a fresh source for 
the almost depleted :supply of Jew­
ish educaton." · 

Lamn,, Talks 
On Creation 

"Man's conception· of• G-d as 
the Creator ·of all life would be 
enhanced if and. when biochemi;ts 
succeed in creating intelligent life 
in their laboratories," was the 
opening statement of Rabbi Nor­
man Lamm, ·speaking on _ the crea­
tion of life: 
·. Rabb{ Lamm. asserted that .man's 
ability to creat~ life from inani-
mate m;,iterial would not challenge 

; G-d; but that on the contrary, "to 
· be made. in G-d's . image means in 

simplest tenns; to be G-d · like; 
The. book . of Genesis teaches that 
G-d is the Creator." He warned, 

·. :however, that "Man's accomplish­
. rt1ents . wilr be presumptuous and 

dia:bolical · if these .marvelous secrets 
fill him' with , arrogance ,and in­
toxicate h~ ~th a sense of self-

• sufficiency, and -ultimately lead 
him · to destroy every vestige of 

· life on his planet." . Rabbi . Lamm 
also co~tended tli"at a · possible dis­
covery of life: on other planers 

. would b~ . definitely compatible 
. with Jewish beliefs. 

Rabbi Lamm is.·an assistant visit­
ing . professor of Jewish . Philosophy 
at Erna :Michael College and has 
recently ·recei~ed a · doctorate from 
YU. He was the founder and .first 

· editor of .the magazine Tradition 
· and · is · the a~thor of numerow. 
· bc5oks and anicles of J cwish in-
· terest, . 
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Pre-Registration 
. .The Dean's Office posted a pre-registra-

tion schedule _last June in order to aid the 
· Registrar's Office in planning the size and 
_number• of. courses. On registration days, 
however; .one could easily surmise from the 
many panic-stricken students that little or no 
modification of • courses was done during . the 

. summer. · 

Many courses had too few sections which 
:J:aused . overcrowding and early closeouts; 
thereby forcing students to reorganize their 
entire schedules. -The fact that the control 
desk was undermanned and key people un­
. available only served to aggravate the long 
Jines and short tempers. To make matters 
even worse, when a· stud~t-dropped a pre­
registered ' course, his · name was not crossed 
off the orig¼i_al Hst: Consequently, many 
courses · were officially closed out when in 
fact there · was room for three or four: more 
students. 

· If large colleges using IBM registration 
procedures :can run smoothly, certainly a ~al­
lege our . size can find a suitable, more effi­
cient procedure. · 

Finandal Registration 
The · recent. cltaos surrounding Yeshiva 

·college's . nnincial registration was in part 
caused by ~ Office of Student Finances. 
Owing .to the fact that the intricate financial 
foi:ms were sent out at a late date, students 
did not have sufficient time to fill them out 
properly. ()nee these forms were returned, 
there was no time for the proper notification 

· of errors .!:hat may have been committed. 
· Thus when attempting to register or check 

into the dormitories, some students were in­
formed that they had not completed financial 
registration, but. they were not told ~hat 
they had done wrong. •. 

. To · compo~d and · frustrate matters, 
-many of "our" alleged mistakes were made 
by those in the financial offices. In addition, 

· tl!e lack of p
0

ersonncl in the OSF and the 
' fact that . the high school students were also 
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completing financial registration aggravated 
the situation. 

It would greatly alleviate matters, if next 
year, along with sending out the forms at an 
ear-lier date, the OSF would include samp1es 
on how to- properly fill out the various forms. 
Similarly the setting up of a telephone service 
to answer questions the students and their 
parents may have should be instituted at 
least on a trial basis. The problem is pressing; 
the need, apparent; the solution, available. 

Check-In Procedures 
Dormitory registration was generally well­

organized this year. Those financially-clearea 
students who arrived at the specified time 
found little trouble getting their keys and 
moving in, but students in that category were 
few in number. -

The limited check-in hours caused consid­
erable discomfort. Transportation arrange­
ments-particularly-.{.or out of town students 
-often necessitated late arrivals. After 4 
p.m., however, no one was present from the 
Office of Buildings and Grounds; the dormi­
tory counselors had no keys; and the Resi­
dence Hall Supervisor was "unavailable." 

Furthermore, there seemed to be little jus­
tification for requiring financial clearance be­
fore both dormitory and academic registra­
tions, as this unnecessary bureaucracy incon­
venienced students who arrived on Labor 
Day, when the offices were closed, and could 
not settle financial matters. 

We hope that next year, dormitory regis­
tration will cover any extenuating situations 
and prove more efficient. 

RIETS Assignments 
As usual, bedlam reigned supreme in the 

vicinity of the office of the Administrative 
Director of RlETS on registration: day this 
year. Dozens of misassigned and unassigned 
students waited hours because there was only 
one person to solve their problems. 

Admittedly, it is difficult to have more than 
one person making changes in class sizes. A 
better method of assigning students to shi­
urim must be found. One solution is to require 
the rebbi, who knows his students' needs and 
abilities better than anyone else, to recom­
mend a shiur for each of his students. Of 
course, there are always those who for one 
rea~on or another cannot be so assigned, but 
would it not be better to pre-arrange exami­
nation appointments rather than subject them 
to hours of needless waiting? 

Maintenance Fee 
One of YU's myriad fees and charges is 

the little publicized, yet sizeable, Mainte­
nance of Registration Fee of $35, payable by 
students who go on leaves of absence. Ostensi­
bly, this sum is used to keep the student files 
"active," enabling them to receive the neces­
sary applications, forms, etc. that students iir 
residence receive. ., 

This past yeai· a group of students em­
barked on the EMC program to Machon 
Gold and Hebrew University in Israel, duti­
fully paying their $35 fee. Then, last April 
and May, none of these students had received 
either aq1demic, financial, or dormitory appli­
c;ations. For example, dormitory applications 
came in July, after having been requested sev­
eral times and after having been sent by ship, 
which takes over a month. They were to be 
in by May 30. As a result of this bureaucratic 
bungling, all the dorm applications were ofi­
cially late and all but one of those of the 
group who dorm live in Riets Hall. 

This would° be an injustice if it were gratis 
-but for $35? 

Thursday, September 22, 1966 

From The Editor's Des------------, 

I,__ __ w_h_r_w_e _B_o_t~~: ••. ..... , 
During a recent Governing 

Board meeting someone asked why 
it is necessa ry to editorialize about 
registration at all, since the offices 
involved do not seem to be inter­
ested in reorganizing their proce­
dures. After the editorials appear, 
he cont inued , promis'es are made 
for a more efficient plan - but 
each September and February the 
chaotic conditions reappear. So 
why ,,:aste the space? 

The answer ro this question is 
part of the basic philosophy which 
motivates the printing of any edi­
torial. I would, therefore, like to 
briefly restate our policy for the 
benefit of those readers who won­
der "why we bother." 

Once a student has decided to 
spend four year.:, of his life in a 
particular college, the administra­
tion, faculty and student body of 
that college become an integral 
part of him. The faculty need not 

· be th'e best in the country nor must 
the school be a member of the Ivy 
League. The student is satisfied as 
long as high .educational standards 
are met and the school can boast 
of an admirable academic reputa­
tion. 

To be more specific - as stu­
dents of Yeshiva College we take 
pride in our far-reaching reputa­
tion for religious and secular schol­
arship. When we are in our home 
towns, for example, and we h·ear 
the principles of Yeshiva U niver­
sity lauded, we are proud of the 
.. Yeshiva image"' and , even more, 
n'e are proud of the fact that we 
are part of it. When we see Ye­
shiva's name in the daily papers, 
or we see prominent faculty names 
appearing in such periodicals as 

Commentary , Tradition, and 1l!nin­
strca111 , we derive a satisfying feel­
ing of impo rtance. In short, ,ve 
constantly take pride in the ac­
complishments and contributions 
of our institution. 

It is for this reason --our con­
stant desire to be proud of Y esh­
iva- that inexcusable mismanage­
ment of various procedures cause 
us much irritation. Parents and 
students who complain about dis­
courtesy and red rape during dor­
mitory registration damage our 
image. Parents and students who 
murrer about long lines and little 
assistance during financial regis­
tration damage our image. Stu­
dents who groan about unfair and 
arbitrary procedures during aca­
de.mic registration damage our 
image. 

All the above "annoyances" may 
appea r insi)Znifica nt "·hen consider­
·ed separately, but when one hears 
complaints from al\ sides, he real­
izes that there is something basic­
ally wrong. Consequently, the stu­
dent experiences the feeling of b"e­
ing "let down" by the school he 
was so proud of. There is a loss 
of school spirit and basic admira­
tion which are so important to col­
lege life. Besides studerit disillu­
sionment, the school itself, which 
is so sensit ive to public opinion, 
suffers irreparable damage to its 
community image. 

All we ask in an editorial is 
that the administration take the 
trouble to correct the few rectifi­
able situations which prompt the 
grievances we have, so that we 
may continue to be proud· of our 
Yeshiva University. 

That is why we bother. 

Letters To The Editor 
To the Editor: 

We have followed with great in­
terest the recent series of articles 
begining with THE Cm,IMENTA­
TOR's interview of Rabbi Yitzchak 
Greenberg. We wish to register 
our support for Rabbi Greenberg's 
call for "study, thought and discus­
sion" in areas of tension and conflict 
aroused by the confrontation of 
contemporary life and classic hala­
chic categories. THE COMMENTA­
TOR is a valid medium for this type 

of discussion, reaching as it does, a 
great number of Yeshiva students 
and alumni who, alike, are vitally 
concerned with these issues. 

We believe that inquiry Jllld ex­
pression concerning these matters 
must take place on many levels 
before definitive solutions will be 
forthcoming. In our own commun­
ity, a continuing attempt, eliciting 
wide interest, is being made to 
grope with these problems through 

( Continued on page Jive) 

D.lllcll l't,SD E~FIC.1£Nr. • • • ,, 
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n/y Out Of Strife 
.__-------------by Ted Miller-------' 

Secular-religious conflict ,s old 
hat ~t Yeshiva Colic:ge. ,vhile the 
rebbi teaches us obedience ?o an an­
cient and sacred tradition, the pro­
fessor instructs us in a· liberal tra­
dition of frtt . Jhought and action. 
\Ve are taught to obey and subtly 
induced to rebel. 

The justification for perpetua­
ting this apparent conflict through 
the institutional autonomy of col­
lege and yeshwa is based on the 
view of the secclar world held by 
such Jewish thinkers as Ra,, Israel 
Salanter and Rav Kook. It is pro­
posed that science" and religion, 

•not· necessarily in conflict, can be 
blended. and integrated by a mind 
molded byTorah. 

. A prerequisite for the integra­
tion of the. secular with religious, 
.however; is a high!}· devdoped 
Jewish intellect ·. that can distill 
from. a ,·ast kno~.-ledge of Jewish 
tradition unique re,;ponses to so­
.phisticated secular concepts. Most 
srudents entering YC don't have 
this pre'requisite. 

teaching undiluted Jewish tradi­
tion. It appears, then, that 'YC re­
iu.<'es to compromise on its ideal 
cf personal integration. 

And yet the school has indeed 
retreated from its ideal. The ad­
ministration has 'grown to toler­
ate a school that does not chal­
lenge the students and a bland in­
tellectual atmosphere tliat, while 
limiting the number of obvious re­
ligious casualties to secularism, 
n£Cessari!y precludes the develop­
ment of the well-integrated Jew. 
Where in YC is the fervent char­
acteristic of creativity? 

If we are unwilling to retreat 
from \V estern culture, then we 
should abandon our flirtation with 
secularism for a challenging con­
frontation. Such a venture de­
mands improved Jewish ·education 
on the one hand, and on the other, 
a college that is unafraid to shake 
up its students. 

·Only questions remain. If the 
school has indeed abandoned its 
ideal of pc~nal integration, how 
does it justify its existence? If it 
has not abandoned that ideal, to 
what extent can it tolerate the 
unsettling effects of an open chal­
lenging confrontation between the 
secular and' religious worlds? 
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TV Admen Control YC Catalogue; 
Course Descriptions More Inviting 

By Gary Rosenblatt 

Television has been called· rhe 
"'Vast \rasteland," a shO\\-case, for 
du11. tastdess progran1s. Few cri­
tics have had kind words for TV 
lately and rhis season seems no 
exception. \Vhy. then, the record 
number of vle,\·ers? One major 
factor is the amazing job of ad­
vertising done by the networks to 
increa.se the public's interest. \Ve 
are constantly reminded of the 
"star-studded array .... the line­
up of hits coming our way on The 
Big Day, Premiere \Veek. The 
Seven Nights· To Remember." or 
whatever tenn is currently being 
used for the opening nights. 

Ala.s, dear reader. these constant 
ads set my mind ro thinking. Since 
complaints are often heard that 
some of Yeshiva's courses are dull 
or boring, I propose a new type of 
catalogue format to introduce 
courses in a more pleasing nrnnner. 
A small sample of next year's cata­
logue may look like rhis: 

Attention students! Over 100 
rxciring courses ro choose from. 
Two of them brand new. And all 
of them live(?). It's coming soon 
for your educational rntertainn1ent 

beginning wirh Regisrrarion \V eek 
on the YC net\\·ork. 

Art 1 Offered 
First on the list ... ''You've 

heard about it irom your friends, 
now you too can enjoy it. Yeshiva 
College is proud to present Art I, 
starring Dr. Alfred Schwartz. 
(::,;:ore: The names have been 
changed to protect the writer). It's 
the thrilling adventure series 
which traces works of art from the 
cawmen to the 20th century. Be 
sure to be with us, :IIondays at 
1 :25 P.:11." 

Then there will be ... "Critics 
have proclaimed it 'a must,' 'if 
,·ou tniss this one you're m 
~rouble,' it's that v.-acky, zany, one 
and onlr Speech l. l. The variety 
show with e\'erything. Don"t miss 
the hilarious. ad-libbed fun as you 
antl your cla:-stnates are called on 
to make extemporaneous speeches 
on such fun topics as, 'Can a Ye­

shiva boy find happint"Ss at a Stern 
Social?' Check your local listings 
in the catalogue for thr rime in 
your area. 

And of course ... "He's back 
with his wonderful bag of magic 
tricks. Yes, it's Hygiene I. But 

don't let the nan1c fool you. it's 

still an amusing hour of light­
hearted humor. Join the master oi 
ceremonies, Prof. Lewis, back for 
yet anotht>r year." 

'Low Key Ad 
Then there will be the low-key 

ad for one course showing t\VO stu­
dents saying: "'Ve work harder. 
We have to. There are only 2 of 
us. Do you think you're special? If 
so. try The Classics Dept. Re the 
first in your clorn1 to join." 

And Specials ... "Getting the 
new season under ,vay ,vill be. a 
one hour special called Orienta­
tion. This will include video-taped 
highlights of this year's freshman 
orientation. See. hundreds of fresh­
men herded together to be tested, 
lectured ro. photographed, and. for 
the lucky few, registered. This 
show is not for the squeatnish. 
Children under 6 must be accom­
panied by children over 6. 

Operating, as it does, under 
such· handicapped_ conditions, the 
educational policy. aimed at the 
masterful -assimilation of the secs 
ular world by the yeshn-a mind is 
in· great danger of badcfuing. Is 
it not just as likely that the col­
lege influenced mind will integrate 
:religion into · its own secular pers­
pective? And is this not what subt­
ly happens at YC? 

\\'bat k:eeps YCjn business as a 
· :religious institution in light of this 
·extensive pas;ive secularism is the 
f;Urprisingly high level of religious 
0bservanCe on campus. Sincere 
commitment, inertia, and discipli­
nary policy combine to veil the 
secularizing effect of the college. 
Despite the actual religious · orien­
tation of its students, the school 
loolcs religious.. 

Summer Finds Yeshiva's Preparation 
For Floundering Fun-Filled Fall Follies 

"As a public service there will be 
Time Checks to inform students 
of the rime in various roon1s in 
Furst Hall. Line Checks will let 
one know the odds on earing sup­
per on a given night. and the 
\Veather Forecast will cite rhe 
possibilitr of heat in the dorms for 
the "·inter." 

RIETS Squad 
Some quirk TV suggestions in­

clude: RIETS SQUAD-the un­
dercover espionage story filmed, on 
location, in Japan; and GER:\IAN 
-· the !'iing-a\ong t'Vt'D ·lne can 'en­
joy. 

Most of us will !~ave YC with 
a higher level of secular than reli­
gious. knowledge.. H we remain re­
ligiously observant it will be be­
cause we haye grovm to passively 
coexist -..ith · secularism, not be­
cause we have. co,:.quered it Per-

- sonal synth~ is rarely achieved 
at YC. 

In face of the failure to achie,·e 
personal mtegration, the school has 
not· changed its structure-autono­
·mous· yeshiva and autonomous col­
lege_ It has not violated the in­
tegrity of the college by censoring 
courses, nor has it departed from 

•
4 New-Program 
AtFerkauf 
- A program meant to spur the 
Ieami,ig capabilities of adolescents 
from depressed a.reas who were 
deficient in -reading and writing 
sk:ills was instituted bv YU's Fcr­
kauf Graduate Sch~! last sum­
mer. 

~!osi: of the students: were punc­
tual and showed the ability to 
work hard without the need for 
material incenth-es. 

The project showed not only the 
importance· of the _ ego drive in 
adolescents, but also demonstrated 
to teachers- and administration the 
motivation that can tie produced in 
an under-achiever through indi-· 

. vidualized instruction. 

By. Gary Epstein 

Even durmg the most di;mal 
hours of the: summer, preparations 
were being made for the day when 
Yeshiva would again .begin to dis­
pense its own peculiar brand of 
first-rate education. Behind closed 
doors, m.iny dormant, and some 
stagnant, minds pondered o\·er the 
problems which running a college 
entail. Even the non-administrators 
prepared for . the joyful minute 
when they would once again serve 
the Jewish youth of America. 

From down the street a nause2t­
ingly sweet sm'ell wafted through 
the summer air. lt \\"as the odor 
of grease, grease which had ro be 
prepared weeks in advance if all 
the dishes, foods, chairs, candy 
bars, and especially spoons, \Vere to 
be well.:COated in time for the 
autumn influx of students. And one 
could detect a different odor ema­
nating from the other direction. It 
was the school's garage - whoops, 
library - where all the books were 
having their bindings aligned and 
undergoing 10,000 page checlrnps. 

Transition 
Transition remains a primary 

object at Yeshiva. It has long been 
argued whether the aim of transi­
tion is progress or regress, but it 
can now be re\·ealed that the goal 
of transition is transition, Nobody 

· cares whether Yeshiva moves for­
ward or badward, as long as it 
moves. Continuing this dynamic 
tradition, the University this sum­
mer underwent several dramatic, 
if insignificant, changes. 

I. To help with student rela­
tions, a Dean of :Hen was stolen 
from Stem. Doubtless, he will not 
be missed there, for what would 
Stem be doing with a Dean of 
:\Ien? 

2. Yeshiva purchased 18+th 
Street. This might seem shocking 
and a bit humorous; it is. There 
are rumors that the agent who 
handled the transaction is now ac­
cepting offers for the Verrazzano 
Bridge. It is also rumored that the 
stre~t will be named for the agent 
- as soon as someone discovers his 
real name. Until then, the street 
will be called TL\I, which is now 
a name ,,·irhout a cause. 

3. That brings us to EAJ:llC­
FHS. known affectionately as 
E:VIC. This new name is sure to 
become one of the all-time favor­
ites, as it reflects one of the basic 
drives of the U niversi(y. 

Maid Training 
Over in the dorms, a group of 

women, training for their employ­
ment as maids, were snipping off 
six inches from every bedsheet. 
They were beginning a course of 

study which would include door 
knocking, cleaning, dusting, and 
collecting empty soda bottles. 

In Furst Hall, lights burned 
through the night. Registration 
was approaching and in recent 
years registration had gone too 
smoothly. In order to insure chaos, 
many innovations were planned: 
orders were placed for ID por­
traits, not pictures. Only I person 
would be allowed to register for 
religious studies ev'ery ten minutes. 
Above all, there would be abso­
lutely- no allowance made for the 
fact that more students ,viii regis­

ter this year than ever before. 

And so, as the new year begins, 
let us remember that much plan­
ning and- preparation go into the 

Yeshiva curriculum ... and if you 
believe that, you should meet the 
fellow who is selling the Verraz­
zano Bridge. 

Although television is silly in 
1nany ,,·ays. there is n1uch to be 
learned from the medium. Just as 
unpopular shows which cannot sur­
,·ive the ratings are replaced, so too 
Yeshi\'a could pro,·irle new courses 
for undesirable ones. \Vhat \\·ill be 
done-. one asks. if all courses. oner 
rated. prove unpopular? \\"ell, as 
the man said, "The show must go 
on!" 

Maze/ Tov 
RICHIE 

and 
DEBBIE 

From 
ALVIN 

HAROLD and MARK 
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Historical Sources For Mechitzal1 Evaluqtecl·: 
By Rabbi Marvin Antelman 

Editor's note: Ofttimes, Ye­
shiva College students are asked 
about contemporary Jewish ques­
tions and, unfortunately, do not 
have the background information 
to discuss the matter intelligent­
ly. In an attempt to rectify this 
situation, THE COMMENT A­
TOR has proposed a series of 
articles dealing with pressing re­
ligious issues. The articles will 
trace the ·his torical development 

of the specific halacha including 
the opinions of our contemporary 
rabbis. 

The author is a chemist of in­
ternational reputation and h eads 
the research organization Antel­
man Research.. Associates and is 
also President of Tiviau Labora­
tories, manufacturers of electro­
chemical plating systems. Both 
firms are based in Providence, R.I. 
He has received Yoreh Yoreh­
semicha from several decisors no­
table of whom are Rabbi Mordecai 
Savitzky of Boston and Rabbi 
Naftali Riff , dean of the Vo!o­
zhiner Yeshiva in Israel~ He is also 
a candidate under the auspices of 
Mesivta Rabbi Chaim Berlin for 
the advanced rabbinical degree 
Yadin Yadin . He is a contributor 
to Tradit ion . He is the proud 
father of three children and re­
sides in Newton, Mass. 

Biblical and Historical Sources 
It is mostly through the mass 

hysteria initiated by the so-called 
historical school, tlrat we find per­
petuated today irreverance for the 
sanctity of the synagogue in gen­
eral and for mechitzah in particu­
lar, which has affected the Jewish 
community. It is however ironical , 
that from an objective Considera­
tion of the same historical facts 
extrapolated upon by t!Xe hysteri­
cal historical school, via the appli­
cation of "literary categories in­
vented by moder;i. man" (Rabbi 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik) 1 and other 
psuedoscientific criteria, that one 
may derive the keenest historical 
insight into the ha!achic basis for 
mechitzah. This insight has be­
come especially most accesible 
during the past thirty years, be­
cause of the impact of break­
throughs in language determina­
tion of texts, archaeological find­
ings and anthropological analyses 
relative to ancient Near Eastern 
cultures. 

TIJ.e hallmark of the temple 
service in pagan Near Eastern 
civilizations was the · sexual orgy. 
To promote this aspect of the serv­
ice, prostitutes were supplied by 
ilie priests in charge.2 This was 
the beginning of organized prosti­
tution. The priests, of course, in­
dulged in the proceedings and 
were most generous in supplying 
members of their families for the 
service. 

Rites Abandoned 
In a typical festival, young men 

would seethe a kid in its mother's stage for revelation by ordering 
milk,3 eat the mixture and then the sanctification of the people.12 
initiate an orgiastic experience, This was achieved by separating 
which once commenced would be the sexes three days prior to reve­
indulged in by everyone present. la ti on.I 3 The receiving of the 
This ceremony was one of many Torah was thus experienced in an 
fertility rites performed by these atmosphere of sanctity. Israel was 
ancients. Invariably they were~ commanded . never to forget the 
symbolic. The milk would be a • day she stood before G-d in Cho­
symbol of birth, the kid a symbol r eb." Thus it was that the revela­
of ~eath. If the deities could be tion experience was to be relived 
placated, then perhaps the earth in the daily temple service. It was 
would yield its produce in due there that the Decalogue was to be 
season. Fertility would beget fer- recited daily. The Decalogue reci­
tility. Thus the Egyptian earth tation was later replaced by the 
idol Geb, was entreated by youths Shemat; (which includes all the 
engaging in sexual intercourse commands of the Decalogue16) . 
with animals.• 

When G-d took Israel out of 
Egypt, this type of perverted 
idolatry was never to be seen 
again. On the holiday of deliver­
ence cho1netz w as not to be seen 
(lo yeroeh)) G-d commanded 
Israel in the same language to 
have their "males" be seen ( ye­
roeh kol zichurcha) .6 This refer­
ence occurs thrice in the Torah in 
the same weekly portions and in 
close proximity to the restrictions 
against seething the kid in tire 
milk of its mother.7 G-d was in 
effect saying, now tha~ you haYe 
left Egypt, I do not want to see 
chometz in your possession on 
Passover. I want you to put all of 
your idolatrous experiences be­
hind you. You have gone out of 
Egypt and you are to remember 
it every day. Instead of the joy of 
the orgiastic rite, I g ive you the 
spiritual joy (simchah) of holi­
ness. Instead · of the idolatrous 
ltoliday,s I give you a holiday 
(chagigah)' with me. Instead of 
your appearing naked with wom­
en, only your _males will be re­
quired to appear ( reiah) before 
me as a distinct and ~eparate en­
tity. 

Priesthood 
Israel's destiny was thus carved 

out as a holy nation. A nation in 
which the mere suspicion of, or 
possibility of, sexual licentiousness 
would have to be precluded in its 
religious experiences. Especially 
were the priests to serve G-d in 
purity of mind and soul. They 
were restricted in their choice of 
mates; they could not marry di­
vorcees, widows or prostitutes.9 

This inevitably lead to their avoid­
ing contact with women who were 
Involved in or who were most 

'~ likely to gravitate towards pro­
miscuity. Though the priest was 
furthest removed from the possi­
bility of promiscuity by the Torah, 
the average man or woman would 
have to dismiss the normal outlets 
of desire, permitted in other cul­
tures, for the Torah prob:ibited 
Jewish prostitutes both female and 
homosexual.10 

As soon as Israel left Egypt, she 
evidenced her holy destiny, for as 
the Egyptians drowned, the men 
and women offered their own 
separate songs of praise to G-d.'' 
Revelation and Comm~l Prayer 

At Sinai, G-d set the spiritual 
atmosphere of holiness and tile 

Prayer 

Prayer is a proplretic experience. 
And as Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveit­
chik has aptly put it, "within the 
prophetic community G-d takes 
the initiative--He speaks and man 
listens. In the prayer community, 
the initiative belongs to man: he 
does the speaking and G-d the 
listening."17 In organized com­
munal prayer we reenact the col­
lective rev elation e~perience of 
Sinai. a 

At Sinai G-d initiated the 
dialogue. In the temple and in th·e 
synagogue w e inititiate the dia­
logue. If at Sinai revelation was 
experienced in a sexually segre­
gated atmosphere when G-d ini­
tiated the clialogue, how can we 
even attempt to recapture in our 
ow n humble way a part of this 
experience without doing like­
wise? If G-d approached us at 
Sinai in such an atmosphere, 
where do we get the nerve and 
the gall to attempt to initiate our 
own dialogue in an atmosplrere 
opposed to sanctity ; one in which 
men and women appear together? 
Is it not ironic that in places 
where there is little respect for 
div ine revelation, there is no re­
spect :tor its living memorial sepa­
rate seating? We must bear in 
mind as Jews that there is no 
distinction possible for us between 
the agnostic and the atheist. He 
who rejects divine revelation re­
jects G-d and is to be excluded 
from his people.ts Such an indi­
vidual lras committed an act of 
treason against his faith and will 
in the end be tried as a Jew before 
the Creator he rejected, with a 
charge of treason, unless he re­
pents. 

Blueprint of A Temple 
and Its Sanctity 

The Torah while being explicit 
about the construction of some 
parts of the Temple is silent about 
others. The oral law while explicit 
about the construction of some 
parts of the Temple not mentioned 
in the Torah ·· is silent about others. 
For example, how may one con­
struct the Menorah ou~. of gold in 
one piece as is designated in Exo­
dus? 19 The answers to this and 
similar questions have fallen into. 
the oblivion of history and will be 
cleared up in the messianic era. 
Nevertheless every single detail of 
the Temple's construction _was re-
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layed by G-d to Moses "According 
to all that I show you, the tavnit 
hamishkan (the pattern. of the 
Tabernacle)°- · . . . so sh'all you 
make it."20 . 

This plan. as scriptl.lre relates,21 
was passed down from generation 
to generation from Moses to 
Joshua through Samuel to Da­
v id and Solomon, who incorpor­
ated it in tlte Temple. 

. Temple Sanctified 
· The Temple was also endowed 

with a sanctity ·of its own. · How­
ever, just like the Sluibbat became 
sanctified by the people, so to the 
Temple. The Temple would reflect 
the sanctity bestowed upon it t,y 
the people. The people were obli­
gated by G-d to ''keep my sab­
·baths and revere my sanctuary."= 

Where the aforementioned verse 
occurs in Leviticus 19, it is _ Pre­
ceeded by a prohibition against 
harlotry. In its repetition in Levi­
ticus 26 (spoken at Sinai) it is 
preceded by a prohibition against 
graven images. Another verse 
spoken at Sinai prohibiting graven 
images~ is followed by a verse~• 
reading, ''Neither shall you go 
up by steps unto my altar, that 
your nakedness be not there un­
covered." What we have here, .is 
clearly an equation of idolatary· 
with harlotry and its antithesis the 
preservation of the sanctity of the 
Temple. We can truly declare that 
we have a case of davar ha!omed 
ma'inyono, that which is derived 
!rom its context. If the holy priest 
ln the Temple is to be admonished 
against walking up on steps to tht 
altar, how much more careful 
must we be in excercising sanctity 
in our synagogues? 

Meaning of Mikdash 
The term Mikdash (temple­

sanctuary) used in Leviticus 26, 
has been construed · by th'e rabbis 
as applying not only to the Tem­
ple, but to any house o( worship 
Israel builds. The only .point of 
contention on this matter is 
whether the synagogue today de­
rives its sanctity directly from the 
Torah or from an extention of that 
sanctity by the rabbis. While the 
negations of idolatry are not con­
fined to tire Temple per · se, the 
question could be raised if in addi­
tion to these negations one has 
directly failed to uphold the sanc­
tity of the Temple as directly or­
dained by the Torah where mixed 
seating prevails. Do the prohibi­
tions concerning the exclusion of 
a woman during her period or 
menstrual uncleanliness from the 
Temple (Lev. 12: 4; 15: 21) still 
apply, or have they been extended 
by rabbinical authority? . Argu­
ments can be mustered to support 
either side. 

The term Mikdash, for example, 
is used by the Torah to <:lescribe 
ilie Kohatites (priestly family), 
carrying the sanctuary through the 
wilderness.25 The Talmud declares 
that the tavnit hamishkan is or­
dained for generations.26 How­
ever, specific commandments ap­
plying to the sacrifices and priestly 
ceremonies are limited to the con­
fines of the Temple; and since the 
Temple is no longer in existence, 
may be considered lim1ted in time 
as well as in ·space, until it is 
rebuilt once more. 

Women•~ Section 
History attests· to the preserv!'­

tion of the tavnit hamishkan ,.with 
respect to the building of - I! 
women's : section in the-· Temple: 
The ·Mishnah records the dim!!n: 
sion of the women's section to be 
135 cubits squar.e separated from 
the merfs section by 15 steps.27 
Joseph'f._ also gives· a detailed ac­
count of the women's section.28 
With the destruction of : Temple 
the tavnit hamishkan was . trans-

. :ferred to the synagogues. We may 
reiterate our previoUS Q,ieitiOn -as 
to whether a congregation having 
Ute tavnit hamishkan receives ad~ 
ditional merit directly from the_ 

Torah for preserving the sanctity 
of the Temple, or is the sanctity 
of rabbinical extension. 

With respect to the question of 
direct or indirect extension of the 
Temple's sanctity, we find 'that the 
Mordechai29 declares ·-the · syna­
gogue to have the_same sanctity as 
the Temple. Various compilations 
of commandments list th'e preser­
vation of synagogue· sanctity 
among the 613 commandments.JO 
The Maharsham, however, holds· 
these. commandments to be ap­
plied .. only in a homiletical sense 
to the , synagogue . . The Chafetz 
Chaimll ·and the Torah Tmi­
mahl2 h'oid that the restrictions of 
the ItienStruous woman in the 
Temple, only homiletically, apply 
to the synagogue. The : . Chafetz 
Chaim, though,· did not mince 

' words in ···his· fight for congrega­
tions with separate · seating. It 
should be pointed out . however 
t!Xat the Maharsham the · Torah 
Tmimah, . and . the Chofe~ Chaim 
while dismissing direct ·a:pplica­
tion of the Torah commandments, 
still • concur ·with _ the· ·restrictions 
as being rabbinically extended 
from the Temple. \ 

. The rabbinical extension of. the 
Temple's sanctity to the synagogue 
stems from the · interpretation of 
the verse in Ezekiel "Yet sl:tall I 
be for them as a little sanctuary 
(mikd(lSh meat) in the lands 
where they are come."34 This 
verse, say the rabbis, refers to the 
houses of prayer ·and study of the 
diaspora.JS ,. · 

(To Be Continued In Next Issue\ 

Footno'tes 
1. Tnulltlon. i .2 p :10 · (196 :i). . 
~. "Eneye. Britannica,· Pro~tltutlon: 
:i. Gonion, C. H., t:~arltlc Handbook :-,; ... 
52 line 15 Ci9.f0): Prltchnl'ct . j. ·B., An ­
c hmt Near Eakte-rn Textt1 (Princeton Unh·. 
Pret1t1. 19:",0) ;- Mnlmn'""llrteH, :uorr-h Sc-n1• 
rhi1n 111, -IH , t h ~or_lz.t•d . \\'ho11· Wilk lnt ••r 
dlt1cn \0 l'retl n~ " _ rac t _ hut cnuh.l _nnt !'!Ult• 
t1lnntlate .hltt tht>o ry, . 
4. Knurr111 a n . ,·e-cht-zkit"l. Toldot Hoil"mu . 
mut llnylttroelit 11, p. !ili:L · · · 

~~n~!
1
:tx''·~;dt~~e-r~~a~~ t ':t:1{ o~~':i~~:nrtl~·; 

ht!fore G-d -. (no l e . ti) . G en . 22:H;~an,-\ t n 
rerert"nc!e ln chomelz (Ex. J3. · i:D<-ut . 

-~. JG : H. . 
li . Ex. ~3:li ; 3" ::! :l: DeuL JG : .f . 
i. Ex. 23:l!l: :i -1:26; DeuL H::!l. 
8. Mahnonldc :c Ibid. 

" 9. kv. :1 :i. They · wer·c- prohlblted t., 
mnrr:r offt1prlni;:- >of. pr!.eKtl)· · forhl<'l ,h•n 
mnrrh1~e:-1; th i.?Y e:J;ihl not ·. Ht.>rve G -,l 
whll"e lntoxlc-n t ed (L~\· • . 10 :_9 ; Kr_\t.~t,t:ih l . 
10. D e ut • . 23:U. , . , 
11. Ex. 1 :-i ;~O. 
12. Ex. · 19 ; 10. 
13. Ex • . 19::S. 
11; _ Deut,. :-1 :9.10., 
15. To avotd,.811ertblng the totality or r r­
Yelatlon to the Dece.loi;-ue (~raehot l~R. \ . 
lG. Yer. Bef'l\chot · I , ttee a.J"o E taen ~tPln . 
Otz.ar Dlnlm 1.:mlnhartm, Kriat _ Shma. 
17. Tradtllo'n, Ibid. p •. - 3G. . 
18 • . Kritot :1 . .: 1 . treatM -ldolatr)~ and bl~­
phemy aM MepO:rate orretlHefl. l'l:almonh\P"· 
HU. AvOWlh Zorah 2:6 equates the t"'·••· 
,ve derh·e · the P.xeluslon or he who 111ay111 
the Torah W11.K_,9ot dl\·ln e ly given !ron\ 
the KAm ~ ,·er·&eK tNum. 1& :30, 31) u bltut• 
phemy . (Sanhedrin 99a ). Dh•Jne revetn.tt"n 
comd111lH . In accepting ' the re,·elatlon M 
the Torah . over a 40 year period by G·\\ 
(deMerlbed ·In detR.IJ":'.'.tn · Ero.,·Jn Hb), A !I 
opposed to c rltlcnl - notion,- • of · multltflix • 
tue.l compilations on~r- aeveral centurtt'~ 
the the1de or which -.ha,. no ·valid sel1>n • 
tlflc rOundatlon.· · · · · · · 
19. EL !S:19. _ ·--. , -· ! · 
:o. Ex. 2::i :9. The pla:n wna tater ci::lmml1 • 
ted , to .writing (Chron. I · 28:10.· · 
21. See Encyc. Talmudlt lid HaknNoM"t 
p •. 230 - for- a complete lhtt or all pass&.fi<-111 
tn Tanach· cltcd In the Talmud In tht11 
connection. 
22. Lev. 26 :! : 19 : :to: 
:!J. Ex. !O~!•I. 
:: -1 . ]bld. Y : ?J, Peor WBl'I v.·onhlp"ped ,n 
thh;: mannl!r. (llorrh Nc,-u.chlnt III, H l. 
25 ... Numbe r-s 10:21. See -aieo SbeVUot Hh 
on use or '.:\llahkan '(Ex. ·!a:8) -and Mtk-
dosh (25 :9). · 1 

:rn. Shevuot 15a. 
27. Jlfdot ::.! : 5. 
:!8 •. Jo,u?phu.i:, \\"ant of th& .Jr""S Y, 5, 2. 
:9. :uordtthal, Shabbat I :z:s: :uaharlk 
161: Ei-tc)"C. Talmutllt p . .. 19-1. 
30. e.g. S mak . G; 8ma1r. PDi:tltlve ~n, • 
mandment 16-1. 
ll. Jllshnah Benirnh~ Orach Cbalm S6. 
.32. Le,·. 1.2: :.f !l.k. 'JG. . . . 
33. Llh·ln B . , SanctJt>· of the ~)'JUIS'O.-Uf" 
(Spen\ 1959) . . •· . 
35. Ezekiel 11 :16. 

. 35. 31eiiU!Ah 29a. 

Welcome Yesh~va Students! 
at 

ANDREW~$ 
3' . EXPERT BARBERS 

1-499 St. Nicholas Ave. 
Bet: 185th & 186th Streets 



Thursday, September 22, 1966 THE COMMENT A TOR PAGE FIVE 

Yeshiva's Critic AnticP,ates 
Successful Broadway ~eason Lett~rs To The Editor 

By Jack Stern Jacobi; and J Do, ~ Do wit I, Mary 
New_Y~rk is about to witr:ess '.\lartin and Rob"e¥ Preston. 

the_ begm'.1mg of ~ new theatrical O_ther product!ons rece1vmg 
season. 1 he man) hours ?f pre- considerable atten~1on before their 
parauon, :ehears~ls, road tnps, and openings are Tier Apple Tree, 
~nal p~enews w,ll all end o~ open- Coco, and Caba!'et. Tlze dpp/e 
mg mght when the ommpotent Tree, by all indic tions should be 
theater critics take their seats and a formidable mu ,ical. !rhe music 
the opening curtain ascends. and lyrics having/ been written by 

This season will undoubtedly be Jerry Block and $heldon Harnick, 
no different from those preceeding who also collaborated on Fiddler 
it. A few plays will immediately 011 tlze Roof and directed bv :\like 

Nichols. Coco is a new m u~ical by 

On behalf of the admin­
istration, faculty and student 
body, THE COMMENTATOR 
wishes a re/uah shlemah to 
Mr. Jacob Blazer, supervisor 
of the Department of Build­
ings and Grounds. Mr. Blazer 
was involved in an automo­
bile accident last week and 
is now recuperating at Mai­
monides Hospital. 

Allan Jay Lerner and Cabaret 
starring Jack Gilford and Lotte 
Lenya a new musical comedv di­
rected by Harold Prince. Also- note 
worthy are Chu-Chem and Never 
011 Sunday ( the first featuring 
:\lolly Picon and Menashe Skul­
nick, the latter Nlelina Nlercuori 
and Orson Bean) as well as The 
Killing of Sister George, a comedy 
which received much acclaim on 

be acclaimed as "hits," and are the Lpndon stage. 
thereby virtually guaranteed of Dramatic Plays 
long runs and capacity audiences. The dramatic offerings this sea-
Other productions. recei\·ing mix- son are also going to evoke much 
ed revie,vs, ,vill have their exist- enrhusiasm from theater lovers. 
ence depend on such factors as Among the dramatic plays to be 
the past fame o, the playwright, pr~Jted this season, both new 
an exceptional performance by one anij,;11-evived, are such works as, 
of the actors, or perhaps upon the •1 Delicate Balance, a new play 
controversial nature of the play. by· E<b-·a rd Albee; and The In­
There will also be those plavs i·esti9'ii}on, a new pla,• bv Peter 
which, to few people's regret, b·e- \Veiss, the author of il-1ar~t Sade. 
come destined to succumb to a Th·e revivals will include The 
quick and relatively pc.inless death ,1/clumiSt by Ben Johnson, The 
at the unmerciful hands of the Country Girl by Clifford 6dets, 

Tire Rose Tattoo bv Tennessee 
critics. 

Musicals, Comedies 
~rhe musicals, comedies, and 

ru~sical comedies ,vill, as in past 
years, assume a position of n1ajor 
importance among the new pro­
ductions to be presented this season. 

\Villiams, and Elizah~;h the Queen 
by '.\Iaxwell Anderson. 

All in all it seems that the 
Broadway theater can look 
forward to an exciting and dyna­
mic theatrical season this year. 

( Conti11ued from page two) 
discussions and forums. We wel­
come the emergence of an increased 
awareness at Yeshiva which these 
articles display and would be dis­
mared by an attempt to discourage 
such dialogue. Our hope is that 
others within the Yeshiva com­
munity, as vitally concerned with 
these basic issues as Rabbi Yitzchak 
Greenberg has shown himself to be, 
will make their voices heard as 
well. 

Brookline, :\-lass. 
Tzvi Abush '61 
Dr. Edward Berger '58 
:\loses Berlin '58 
Gerald Cohen '56 
Dr. Marvin Edelman '61 
Gerald Fogelman '61 _ 
Rabbi Emanuel Forman '53 
Rabbi Neil Hecht '5+ ) 
Dr. Arnold Krn;ll '5+ 
Dr. :\Ielvin Stern '6 I 

Registration 
To th·e Editor: 

Recently we students were again 
treated to the semi-annual fiasco 
known as registration. This time 
an ingenious new panacea had been 
introduced - pre-registration. By 
filling out myriad forms last· June, 
some of our mcire misguided opti­
mists - this ,vriter among them -
had hoped to eliminate the wasteful 
confusion and agonizing disap­
pointments which had become the 
all-too-familiar characteristics of 
the day of infamy. Yet, l<r)and be­
hold, Black Tuesday rolled around 
and there was our old friend, pan­
demonium, holding forth once 
again as the order of the day. Ar­
rayed before us was a 'disturbing 
display of bureaucratic red-tape and 

David '.\Ierrick, the director 
with the Midas Touch, will pre­
sent '.\'lary Tyler '.\-loore and 
Richard Chamberlain in H oily 
Golightly based on Truman Ca­
pote's story Breakfast at Tif­
fany's; The Loves of Cass Mc­
Guire written by Brian Friel, who 
also authored last season's hit 
Philadelphia Herc I Come; Don't 
Drink the TVater written by 
Woody Allen and starring Lou 

Commentary Publishes 
Symposium On Judaism 

Who's Whose 
Engaged: 

Richard Forman '65 to Debra 
Kurtzer 

Bill Schwartz '65 to Debbie 
Silberberg 

Gerald Sutofsky '68 to Esther 
Mark 

i11arried: 
Arthur Berger '66 to Barbara 

Prenner 
Zev Goldberg '67 to Terry 

Kallus 
Ronnie Gray '66 to Rachel Vit­

sick 
Jon Halpert '66 to Avivah Mar­

golis 
Sammy Lasko '66 to Arlene 

Phillips 
Norman Meskin '66 to Cheryl 

Wadler 
Stan Raphael '68 to Joanne 

Hoffman 
Leonard Weiss '62 to Diane 

Hourwitz 
Hillel Wiener '66 to Lisa Sep­

timus 

By Samuel IC. Sandhaus 

In the Au.gust issue of Commen­
tary we encounter a Symposium 
unique in content, yet fraught 
with basic Jewish philosophical 
problems. Problems such as: ls the 
Torah divine revelation? Are the 
Jews God's chosen people? Does 
Judaism as a religion entail any 
political viewpoint? And, of' course, 
what relevance do'es the diche 
"G-d is dead" have to Judaism? 

These and other basic questions 
were posed to contemporary Jew­
ish personalities. Responses caoie 
from the four camps of Jewish 
thought. The Orthodox maintain­
ed a traditional viewpoint while 
the Conservative, Reform and Re­
constructionists constructed a more 
liberal vi•ewpoint. In the Orthodox 
camp, solutions to these probiems 
were presented by such outstand­
ing men as Rabbi Dr. N. Lamm, 
Rabbi Dr. A. Lichtenstein, Rabbi 
Dr. E. Rackrnan and Rabbi Dr. 
M. Tendler, all distinguished 
members of Yeshiva's faculty. In 
the Conservative and Reform ranks 
responses came from such outstand­
ing philosophers as Rabbi Jacob 
B. Agus, Rabbi Arthur Hertzberg, 
Bernard J. Bamberger, Mordecai 
Kaplan and • Solomon B. Frcehop. 

What criteria was employed in 
answering ~ese questions? Some 

used the Torah and the Talmud 
as a sole means of orientation, 
Others included the teachings of 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch with 
his basic precept of Torah im 
derech eretz. Much of the discus­
sion revolved around philosophy 
expounded br l\1endelssohn, Heine, 
Herzl and Buber. The use of such 
diversified criteria has systematized 
in a single neat parcel a wide 
range of Jewish thought and spec­
ulation. 

The ~- editors of Commentary, 
after much examination, have for­
mulated th'eir opinion. This sym­
posium assures its readers a diver­
sified but well-rounded explana­
tion of recent and contemporary 
Jewish philosophical problems, so 
that each reader may develop his 
own viewpoint. 

TOY M'OD 
KOSHER CAFETERIA 

Across from Yeshiva 

Featuring Hot Dairy Dishes 
The BEST in Dairy Meals 

WA. !'9!1& "GLATT KOSHER" 

FASS RESTAURANT 
& DELICATESSEN 

Dllllllllr c:ate .... ... All oca.i-
Tate N•- ,.... ...,,,ca 

41'7 llrellClwa,-C•-• WHI 117111 M. 
... T•II< City 

repetitiveness. l~rael · Institute at Bar llan Uni-
\Vhy must we suffer through versity which offers -stud~nts ,vho 

this disorganized, twice- a -year have completed at least one year of 
travesty? Why did pre-registered college-level studies. an opportunity 
students find themselves closed out to devote a year ::to Torah study 
of their chosen courses? W'hy were i!t:Jsrael. . 
certain smart-alecks alowed to reg- ~ - ,-
• L f h !he program offers courses in 
1ster .ie ore t eir .appointed time? 1 
And why, most of all, did we have 'almud, Bible, Jewish Philosophy, 

Hebrew Lithature,_ and Jewish 
to experience interminable line-ups H · · • · istory .on an ___ ,,intellect_ually so-
when acceleration could have been phisticated; yet traditional, level. 
so easily accompfished? A few sug-
ge t

. ) t . . The progr;,m als_ o includes a stay 
s ions: a separa e registration at a kibbutz ·and a number of t'hurs 

days for each class; b) a better 
photographer-to-student ratio than of Israel. Inasmuch as we feel the 
I to 900; c) enough class cards for-. program would be of great interest 
all pre-registered students (not just· to many of your students, w~' 
those who come early) ; d) several would appreciate your bringing' it 
administrative' ·authorities in the to the 'attention of your readers. 
registration room instead 0 ( only Additional information may be 
one harried and often helpless ad- 0 btained from Y avneh . 84 Fifth 
ministrator. Avenue, New York, New Y~rk 

Let's face it - arranging a col- 1001 I. 
lege registration is no picnic .,- but Abie Wahrhaftig 

Student Chairman 
Israel Institute 

neither does it have •to be a bac-
chanal! 

Alan Schwartz '68 

President Speaks 
To the Editor: 

It has become the custom that 
an article by the President of Ye­
shiva Collcfe Student Council 
appears in every issue of THE 
Co~DIENTATOR. This is the Presi­
dent's right since he represents the 
publisher - Yeshiva College Stu­
dent Council. 

THE Co!\IMENTATOR and 
YCSC must w.ork together for the 
benefit of the entire student body 
-that is their purpose; the glory 
of seeing their "masterpieces" in 
print is not. 

It is in this vein that I begin the 
new year and I hope others will 
follow suit. ·There is no need to 
fill space in THE COMMENTATOR 
with 'meaningless and irrelevant 
articles. Is it not· better to print a 
six or eight page paper which will 
serve its purpose than a ten or 
twelve page issue of "jumble"? 

I n•ill, therefore, reserve mv_ 
right for times when the urgenc~ 
and/ or importance of matters dic­
tates that I should exercise it: ' · 

Yavneh 

Murray Jacobson 
President-YE:SC 

To the Editor: 
We would like to call to your 

attention a new Y avneh program 
that we feel, would be of interest 
to many Yeshiva College students. 
The program is the new Y avneh 

BIG DISCOUNTS AT 

AL FULDA'S 
Fort George Jewelen Inc. 

1556 St. Nichol• • Ave. 

• 
Watches - Jewelry - Glfla 

Repairing a. Engraving 

• 
LO 8-5101 Bet. 186-117 SL 

Captains Named 
For Yeshiva 
Athletic T earns 

( Continued from page six) 
Sid, Senior Editor of THE CoM­

lllENTAT0R, a pre-med major, and 
a student .in RIETS, apparently 
pays no attention to those who cry, 
"No time for anything at Yeshi­
va." \Vhile still maintaining a top 
average, Sid manages to practice a 
few hours a week to foil those who 
op;,osc Yeshiva; 

Four years ago, a gangling 
freshman s:ame to Y eshiv·a from 
the basketball courts of RJJ. 
Hard work and adaptation to a 
sport stressing fine points pro­
pelled Sol to his present condition. 
Lerer, also a pre-med maj~r,' has 
started to practice his legrwork. 
For aim, he lunges his epee at 
different objects in his room.· Oh 
yes, don't forget to knock: when 
you enter Sol's''.~oom. 

Sammy Stern,. the lone senior on 
this year's young basketball squad, 
has been unanimouslv elected cap­
tain of the Mighty•. Mite,;: Sam­
my, no mite himself, has s~nt the 
summer at camp to keep...iµ/sha11e. 
A history major who pays attention 
to trends, Sammy has refused to 
coll}ment about this year's · pros­
·pects. Comfrig from Brooklyn, 
Sammy hasthad to fight uphill all 
the way; why should this year be 

. any different? 

RIVER PARKWAY 
Dry Cleanen - Hand Laundry 

ONE STOP FOR BOTH 
DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY 
EXTRA CON'v'ENIENT FOR YOU 

Tallorlng ~nd Aller• tlon 
ServlcH 

OpposUe Main Building 
-SPECIAL DISCOUNT 

FOR YESHIVA STUDENTS· 
2553 Amsterdam Ave. 

WA 8--4450 

SANCHEZ DRY CLEANERS 
SAME DAY SERVICE 

Allerltllon • Repairs -Dolle 
Dllb-,_,'1'_ 

SW 5-9203 . 
- Aade- An. CC-,. Ill) o,- a· .LN,-J P.N. 
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Large Expansion Slated YU Successes And Failures Recalled 
For Gym Curriculum In Review Of Last Year's Athletics 

. By Bruca Splnowitz 
In keeping with Y eshiva1s policy 

of . e.xpansion, the D<"parnhent of 
Hygiene, Physi~ Education and 
Recreation has · undergone- much 
·gro\Yth. Under the able director• 

- ship of Prof. Abraham B. Hur• 
. _:wirz, a student may choose from 

some sixty hill<redit courses, rang­
ing from. body · building to first aid. 

Unlik.e ·Iasc- year, students are · 
not r~uired to take two hours of 
gym classes. One hour. is chosen 
from the schedule ·of co'urses, and 
the second may be f;,Ifilled by par­
ticipation in the much-broacjened 
intramural . program. This fear's 
competition will include track and 
field, and h<:iwling. 

For · the . "benefit of commuting 
students, many more hours have 

· been scheduled . for dav sessions. 
._ . This will undoubtedly iighten the 

_-·.· work load upon th_ose students who 
formerly :weie forced to remain 

' in school witil the night classes. 
Owing to the great demand for 
swimming ia:st semester, aquatic 

··courses will be offered four nights 
a week. Instruction in Beginners, 

. Senior Lifesaving, . and Water 
Safety Instructor will be included. 
· In addition . to the scheduled 

courses, · Professor Hurwitz real­
izes the necessity for the availabil­
ity · of gym facilities · on week-end 

· nights. He has promised to have 
the }fain Building gym opened, 

Fortnite 
Fri. S.pL !l-Sat. OcL s - Yom Klppur 
t,,JJ.U Sw,;J,..u:O ·• o.~I.lon 

So aesaloru1 YC. RIETS, EMC, JSS 
Wed. Oct. 1:: - 9:00 p.m. - Jdavie 

.. Thu.· OcL 1~ _;_ ~:U p.m. - Xo Clubs -
Guest Speaker -

Fri. Oct. 14 - 9;00 p.m. ...;... Onq Shah-­
bat. llabbl .J'osbU8. Che lrlU. Spe:3.ker 
Bun. ,Oct. 16 ..:_ 1:00 p.m. - Forum,, Dr. 

Ahin ·. Aronson. _ Producer-Director ·or 
thei otr-Broadwa,y p~entaUon_ The 
.Pocket: _ Wateb. · 

Mon.. Oct. ; U - - 9:00 p.lIL - Student 
Co~cll :Meeting . 

Tu"e.. OcL · l's - s :-:io ~ ~ Intra.mura.b 
Wed. · Oct. ts - _8:-00 p .m.. - Student-
. F a.eultY .CoUeg@ Bowl . 
Thu. Oc:L ·:o - ::45 p.m.. - ·clubs t meet 

S 7?: p.m.. ~ Baahk&fah Leet.are 

under supervision, Friday after­
noon, and Saturday and Sunday 
nights. 

Once again, the Physical Educa­
tion Department will offer a num• 
her of sessions in "correctives." 
These sections will be geared for 
the temporarily disabled or over­
weight athlete. Corrective sections 
n;II be conducted by Professor 
\Vettstein who is the head of Physi• 
cal Therapy at Kingsbridge Veter• 
ans Hospital. Professor Tauber 
will assist in these courses which 
will consist of special exercise and 
ad,·ice. 

Any student may, with permis­
sion, elect t o take Recreational 
Leadership for one credit. 

An exemption test in Hygiene I 
and 2 will be among other innova­
tions this semester. It will be a 
qualifying exam graded "Pass" or 
"Fail" based on knowledge accumu• 
lated by the student throughout his 
school years. It is not a test that 
can be studied for. There is a three 
dollar fee for the annual examina• 
tion which can only be taken once. 

By Kenneth Koslowe 

Yeshiva University's w inter ath• 
letic teams finishei the 1965-66 
season wi th a combined record oi 
23-22. This was accomplished by 
the fencing team's remarkable 
comeback. -the w restl ing team's 
first winning season. and the bas-
1.etball squad's continuing decl ine 
into mediocrity. 

The fencing team, with a record 
of 9--l-, broke a string of three 
losing seasons to regain their posi­
tion as ·ye~hiva's strongest team . 
This record was truly remarkable 
when compared w ith the previous 
year's record of 1-1 I. The Tau­
bermen, captained by Vic Kops 
and :\Iaurice Zauderer, started the 
se11..<on with a string of three 
stra ight victories. After the inter• 
session layoff, however. the team 
lost ·._the next three matches in ,.a, 
rathfr disappointing manner. The 
fears of those who remembered the 

· '6+'65 season w ere quickly 1lis­
pelled, as the fencers bounced back 
n;ith. three straight wins and pro-

Five New Captains Announced 
For '66-'6 7 Sports Season 

By Robe" Galbut 
Strong, agile hands, a facile 

body, and above all, absolute con• 
trol of one's motions and emotions 
are essential in the ancient Greek 
sport of wrestling. Barry Levy and 
Neil Ellman, the captains of this 
year's wrestling squad, have spent 
the past four years mastering this 
arduous art. 

Barry will probably wrestle in 
the 160 pound weight division. A 
Hebrew major seeking a doctorate 
in Bible, Levy has always ap­
proached wrestling as the clever 

an of controlling, not punishing. 
his opponent. 

Neil, a confident, soft-spoken 
Tennessean who sports last yea·r' s 
best record, will weigh in at 137. 
An economics major who spent the 
summer as nature counselor at 
Camp Morasha, Neil has attributed 
his success to coordinating general 
theory with physical acumen in 
mat generalship. 

Foilman Sid Kalish ami· ~ ­
man Sol Lerer have been elected 
captain and co-captain of this year's 
fencing squad. 

( Continued on page 5) 

.. On The Sidelines--------------------, 

" • Great Athletic Facilities 

I am sorely disappointed in the Yeshiva College 
. students who don't appreciate the fine athletic facil­
ities at their disposal. Y eshi\'a is blessed with not 
one, : not two, · but three gymnasiums_ In. fact, using 
these areas is not only a physical experience, but an 
educational on~ as well. A ;tudent can start with 
~rge "\Vashington, and complete his history lesson 
with . Eleanor Roose-:elt, including a sociological 
course.in _the middle- The gym at the Main Center 
enhances New York's image, while making the 
Harlem River smell like a rose-

. Much criticism has been leveled a~ the neces­
sity_ of renting a court for home basketball games. 
The dissenters little realize the advantages of the 
situation. Fust, there is a direct train route 

: downtown for O!IJ: convenience. After exiting from 
. the station, nmning three avenue blocks to Power 

Memorial may be suddenly incumbent upon us, 
bot, of course. physical exercise is achieved. Power 
Memorial doesn't only lend itself closely to the 
sport of basketball, but to drag racing as welL 

-After a game, a little .red Valiant, usually carrying 
.· ten passengers, takes on a11 · cars ·on the West Side 
·Highway. 
. At Power Mm10rial, as with our gyms, educa­
tional values are juxtaposed with physical on.,;, as 
Power. Memorial affords ecumenical opportunity. 
Where else Clll a player bend down in front of a 

by Howard Bodner 

cross t!> pick up his yarmulka? Where else can stu­
dents discourse with a priest as he tries to keep us 
off the court? 

The third area of complaint centers around 
Klein Athletic Field. Students don't understand 
that Klein Field not only sen·es a recreational pur­
pose, but· a fraternal one also. With six basketball 
games, a football game, a punchball game, a hard 
ball catch (after being thrown off Danciger Cam­
pus), and a game of stickball in progress all at 
once, students are constantly bumping into each 
other and getting acquainted. The field is some­
what reduced in size by the graduation stand, but 
this too is workable; .a subtle relnlllder of the de­
sirous "sound · IIlllld in a sound body." 

Yeshiva College students who participate in ath­
letics perform a two-fold service. The first is to 
Yeshiva Univ'<sity, the' second to YUHSMB stu• 
dents. College athletes are guiding lights, the figures 
to 'emulate for these high school boys. Why dse 
would_ the college share its facilities with the high 
school; why else would the college students be so 
inconvenienced? 

It is not an ideal situation when students must 
travel to practice an amount of time equ:tl to that 
of practice. l:t is a rather poor situation "'.hen a 
Yeshiva sudeiit must look to the scoreboard to find 
-out if Yeshiva or its opponent is the.home-ateam. 

ceeded ro lose only one ma tch 
during the remainder of the year. 
The T auberme11 were led by 
Howie Feldma11 (23-9) a11d Ad­
ley :\Iandel ( 19- 16) in sabre, Vic 
Kops ( 16-13) and Dave Bernstei11 
( 7-3 ) in epee, and :\Iaurice Zau­
derer ( I +-18) and Alex Zauderer 
( 1'6- I+) in foil. 

The w restling team of 1965-
1966 gave Coach Henry \Vitten­
berg \\·har none of his previous 
squads could ach ieve, a winning 
season. 1~he-y made a new mark in 
YU sports histo ry when they 

Students who have been 
accepted for the Work-Study 
Program are urged to submit 
applications for positions 
sponsored by Student Coun· 
ell. Positions as typists for 
THE COMMENTATOR, the 

· Student Directory, and Jour­
nals, and as receptionists In 
the lounges of Fnrst and 
Rnbin Halls and the New 
Dorm are available. 

Applications should be 
snbmltted to Wally Davido­
witz. ND 528. They should 
include the applicant's local 
address and telephone num· 
her, Job preference, and 
hours available. 

finished 7-5. Only two wrestlers 
had ourstanding records, and there 
,,·en· very few easy 1narches . 1 "'he 
r,vo outstanding ,vrestlers ,vere 
Shelly Katz (8-1) and ~eil Ell • 
man ( 10-2). Together w ith C ap• 
tain Lew Zinkin (7-5). they were 
the difference between a disap­
pointing sea:;on an<l a ,vinning one. 
The Wittenbergers started strong­
ly as they won four of their first 
six matches. They ran into trouble 
after intersession, however; and 

Pictured above are YU athletes as 
they compete In events for which. 
they have mentally and physically 
prepared themselves. The strain­
Ing muscles and Intent concentra­
tion reflect the months of training 
which each participant must de­
vote to his avocation. The fluid 
P"ace and sheer determination of 
YU athletes are trlbntes to the 
excellence of the coaching staffs 
and the desire of the team mem­
bers theimelves. The student 
body's support Is both sollclted and 
appreciated by the squads. Aside 
from the beneficial effect which 
.cheering has, these athletfo events 
are exciting to behold. So come 
down and root for :,our team. 

. with two meets left their record 
was 5-5. After disposing of the 
first team, Brandeis, 26-13, the 
matmen took on Brooklyn Poly. 
The entire season reached its cli­
max when Shelly Katz pinned his 
opponent in 30 seconds ( a new Y L" 
three straight victories. The last 
of tht"St" was at th!:" expense o f 
record ) to clinch the victory and 
a winning season for th e- \Vitten­
bergers. 

The basketball team put to­
gether a record of 7-13 ior their 
fourth st ra ight losing season. How­
ever, the fi nal results do not tell 
the complete story. \Vith rhe 
toughest opponents scheduled in 
thJ fi rst half of the season and tw" 
freshmen playing prominent roles. 
most of the damage was done ~arly . 
After opening up w ith three 
straight losses. the roundball ers 
sun·ived rhe first half of the season 
with a 2-8 record. In the second 
half of th~ year, improwd tram 
play led to a 5-5 record . This w as 
highlighted by a sparkling finish of 
traditional rival Brooklyn College. 
This enabled the :\I ighty-:\-Iites to 
end up tied for third in the Knic­
kerbocker Conference with a 4-3 
league record. The :\ I ires were led 
by Shelly Rokach ( third highest 
YU scorer and record rebound­
er), Sam Stern. and Capt. J on 
Halpert. 

On the whole, the '65-'66 sea­
son was an enjoyable one. 


