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Rabbi Dr. Samuel Mirsky fDies;
Dean Recdlls Father's Devotion

By Edward Abramson

Several weeks ago, the Yeshiva
University community sustained a
momentous loss with the passing
of Rabbi Dr. Samuel Mirsky. I
had the privilege of being granted
an interview with Rabbi David
Mirsky, Professor of English and
Dean of Admissions of Yeshiva
University during which he passed
on to me some very meaningful
and moving thoughts about his
father.

Dean Mirsky began by explain-
ing that his father's thinking and
actions were composed of two main
strands. The first of these fell un-
der the philosophy in which Rabbi
Mirsky believed - unfalteringly:
that there is no line of demar-
cation dividing areas of study and
knowledge. That is to say, he felt

that the often separated spheres of -

religious and so-called secular
scholarship should rather' be
thought of as one. This basic credo
led Rabbi Mirsky to do a great
deal of scholarly work with
the sefer called Sheiltot Derav
Akai, the subject matter of which
deals with this very unity. of
knowledge as well as the-insepara-
bility of halacha and agada.

What is full of import for ane

looking - back upon “Rabbi Mir-
sky's life is how his actions and
deeds followed his scholarship so
closely. In line with the unity that
he felt pervaded all fields of en-
deavor, Rabbi Mirsky, having
received semicha at an early age in

Masmid Reveals
Cash Assessment

Financial difficulties of Masmid
'68 have forced -its Editorial Board
to adopt a major change in policy.
A $30 charge will be assessed each
senior, contrary to the earlier an-
nouncements of Ivan M. Schaeffer,
editor-in-chief.

Martin - Kartin  "68, business
manager, after .careful considera-
tion of the situation, felt com-
pelled to impose the fee, which
may be paid in the form of ads, A
bonus of two free tickets to the
Senior Dinner is being offered for
every $100 worth of ads brought
in. According to Mr. Kartin, be-
cause the 450 college servicing in-
dustries that Masmid contacted

did not respond favorably to its -

appeal for ads, financial support
must now come from the students
themselves.to cover the $7600 cost
of publication. " In return, the edi-
tors have promised a better, larger
yearbook, containing sixteen color

pages and representative studml: =

literature.

Each senior WIH shortly receive .

an advertisement kit,” with which.

he can begin soliciting ads, “The

Editorial Board has an.nnunced its
regrets that its earlier position of
no ,assessments had to be aban-
doned.

Jerusalem, broadened his knowl-
edge by studying Hebrew and liter-
ature in depth. )

After he came to the United
States in 1926, Rabbi Dr. Mirsky
went through the American educa-
tional process, gaining his M.A.

) y YUPR
The Iatl.-’_ﬁr. Samuel Mirsky

- arid Ph.D. It was this broad base of

knowledge that allowed him to
move effortlessly through so many
worlds. As Dean Mirsky explain-
ed, his father was as fa.miliar wir.h

. The first meenng of Yshwas
Socmlogy Club, held on November
2, featured a talk by Dr. 1da Gel-
Ber,- director of community . and
professional education for Planned
Parenthood of New York City.

Before speaking, Dr. Gelber pre-
sented a short film entitled “The
Engagement Ring.” Des;gned. pri-
marily for lower socio-economic
groups—thie dialogue was in Span-
ish with English subtitles—the film

' demonstrated the ease with which

one can ‘obtain guidance frorn a

Planngd' Parenthood Centert
The middle class, Dr. Gelber

stated, has imposed - a voluntary

Dr Gelber lu;lali;hn her lecture wil.h a !ilm on plmed pa

contemporary Hebrew poetry as
with the responsa of a rishon. Rab-
bi Mirsky: gave of this fullness to
Yeshiva Upniversity in his position
of Professor of Rabbinics'which he
held until th death.

The second strand of the life of
Rabbi Samuel Mirsky consist-
cd of the myriad ways in which he
related to the .world, specifically
to Erctz Yisrael and to-the entire
community of the golah. Soon af-
ter the European holocaust, he re-
alized the intense need for a bridge
between Eretz Yisrael and the one
remaining substantial community
in the Diaspora. This he embodied
in Sura, an annual 'journal coordi-

'.natmg scholarly efforts in Amer-

ica and Israel.

To simply list the areas of en-
deavor of Rabbi Mirsky — the
establishing of yeshivot, the found-
ing of ;the Hebrew Academy

. to encourage scholarship in the He- -

brew language, his accomplish-
ments as president of the Fa'ad
Harabanim of Boro Park, the
revival of the daf yomi concept in
America — great as these accom-

plishments are, they might not hald_

(Continued on page six)

limit on thc size of families. Thus.
Planned Parenthcod concentrates
its efforts on the poor,, where
the predominance of large families
places great strain. on home ties.
In her previous work with drug
and ‘alcohol addiction, Dr. Gelber
noted, a large number of young-
sters in trouble come from large
families in slum areas.

Much of the Planned Parent-
hood work centers around the Ne-
gro' community. They have been

uppused in this area by slelvicral

- black power groups.. The Black

Muslims, in particular, have con-
demned birth control for Negmcs

Lou Shapire '70 and Rlehnrd Slernherg 70 _present exhibut A nl YCSC

Ricts Hall donmlory inquest.

YCSC Dlscilsses Do

b Tnlla'lblm

Registration Techmques

Dﬁrrmtory living conditions was
the main issue of the Yeshiva Col-
lege Student Council meeting
held on Wednesday evening, Oc-
tober 11. Act-a~three-hour session
in Rubin Hall, the Council voted
to have the dormitory committee
and Council President Ronald

Gross meet immediately with the -

responsible authorities to discuss
“the unbearable situation” in the
RIETS Hall dorm. These con-
ditions include ‘inoperative plumb-
ing and disintegrating furniture. -

- Pursuant to a motion approved
at the first YCSC meeting, Mr.

Gross asked the Council to approve .
Richard Alman, Barry Eisenberg, |

and Jeffrey Roth as members of
the Student-Faculty '

all candidates for oﬂice Owing to

Dr. Gelber Addresses Sociology Club;
Tells Of Planned Parenthood Cenfer'

-, founded difficulties in the distri-
. bution of flyers-in mail boxes;‘and

as a form of "black genocide.” .
Unl::'l fecently, the operation of

Planned Parenthood fproups was-.

also hampered by legal and re-
ligious ~restrictions. . Only two
‘months ago, New York State law

was amended to allow distribution

of birth control devices by non-
medical organizations such as Plan-
ned Parenthood. Religious atti-
tudes toward family planning have
also relaxed, though the Catholic-
Church still remains inflexible in,
its opposition to-all forms of. arti-
ficial birth control. Most other
religious groups, including the
Catholic laity in America, ‘have
recognized the importance of plan-
ned parenthood in the face of a
world-wide: ‘population explosion.
. Describes Effectiveness

Dr. Gelber followed her lecture
with a description of various meth-
ods of birth control, after which
a question and answer ‘period en-

.sued. Responding to a question’

about the.effectiveness of birth con-
trol, Dr. Gelber explained that
‘most methods of birth’ control by

" ‘themselves afford complete protec-
- tion, and it is. only the element of
“human fallibility which Iessens
§ - their effectiveness,

Dr.. Gelber was formerly a re--
search consultant for.the New

York City Department of Health, -

" _The president of -the Sociology
Club, Michael Witkes, announced:
that the next club speaker will be
a representative of .the National:
Association. for the Advancement
of* Colored People.

' Judiciary -
Committee which will investigate :

' represent atives were

EMCSC.

pOSSIhIe susceptabll:ty of the ‘presi-
dential nominees to coercion i by
faculty, the motion was  tabled
pending the :president’s interview
of the candidates and his sul
quent report to the Council. |

In a scheduled debate ‘on ,thc
question “Registration: Was it a
failure?”, the members of YCSC
concurred that pre—rcgtstratmn is
a good idea in principle, but that
there was an excess of errors in
managing the regtstmtlum ptOCe-
dures. It was suggested that prob-
lems could be minimized hy more
extensive use of the mails m the
registration process,

Mr. Gross announced that thc
Bikkur Cholim and Shiva Com-
mittee would try to arrange bsher
| provisions in New . York hosp:ta?s
currcnt]y without such prov:s:ons.
Vietnam 'Committes. Dmppmvul

-Also _discussed . were YCSC's
relationship with ‘the: College Book
Store, the Yeshiva College Char-
ity . Foundation, . Administration-

extension of library hours. It. was
disclosed that Pollack Library. will
open -at 10 am. on Sundays. A
petition - to’ “form 2. YCSC club of
““Students ' to ~ Halt Comrm:tmst
Aggression in Vietnam” was not"
acceptable because it lacked the
required number of signatures: An
ad hoc cmrlm:ttee ‘was appointed to

“compile and distribute an off-cam-

pus housing directory by March.

.Poor Voter Turnout
Marks Recent Polls
In Religious’ Dw;. .

A generilly popr."tum'ﬂm"mg"k‘

. ed the ‘class elections. :of'* both
RIETS and EMC; held during

the week of October ‘2, Thirteen
elected jto

Though the exact ‘number [of

. voters in the RIETS elections was

not dwulgcd sOY: officials report—
ed that very few of. the six hun--

dred eligible- students cast ballots.
"Using the prefcrentlal voting sys-
. tem; the freshmani, sophomore and
¢ junior classes. elected three Tepre-

sentatives each, while semor e
semicha blcctcd four. :

Elccted "to- represent :m:eﬁa

., were : Mervyn Frankel, Jay-Mar-
“cus,” Shlomo - Adler, ' and "Norman

Novoseller. (The latter two, ran -

on ‘a write-in). The -junior. rcprl:-

sentatives -.are Mark Adlcr,
(Conrmued on page five)
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2 'Bl;jepr_t'nf, Fof The Sévenﬁes

We note with pride and pleasure the ful-
fillment of Yeshiva University’s eminently
‘successful “Blueprint for. the Sixties” which
gmded .the unprecedented growth and ex-
- pansion of physical facilities through'the past
. decade. Buildings have: been built and - ac-

quired zll over the city and the main center
‘has mushroomed into 2 modern campus com-
plex.
g Yet beautiful structures alone do not make
a dlstmgmshed university; there are still
m many academic problems besctting the insti-
" tution and the undergraduate schools in par-
- ticular. We hope that the “Blueprint for the

" . Seventies” will present a forthright, organ-

- ized plan for the academic upgrading of both
- the religious and the secular undergraduate
schools. . °

- The rchgxous divisions suffer the most ob-

“vious neglect. Instructors in these schools are
gmerally paid less and carry heavier teach-
ing loads than comparative instructors in the
secular fields. Indeed, most are forced to
hold second jobs as teachers or congregation-
al rabbis. - ¥ -

Some of the most promising ]'emsh schol-
ars, therefore, are deterred from engaging

"+ _in-higher Jewish education; and those who

do enter the field are prevented — by acade-
mic and financial burdens — from fully re-
alizing themselves as teachers and from do-

" ing serious scholarly research of their, own.

..Hence; despite its high concentration of Jew-
- - ish, academicians, Yeshiva University prod-
- uces relatively little ‘Jewish. scholarship.
_The most obvious source of the academic
- malaise in the Jewish studies divisions is the
" 'dearth of funds. Sadly, this problem will not
“‘easily be overcome for it is an unfortunate
fact of Jewish community life that donations
to hospitals and charities draw more per-
sonal honor than grants to Jewish education,

Yr.t the ﬁrst step ir in the solutton of any prob-

lem is to recognize its existence. We there-
fore hope that the “Blueprint for the Seven-
ties”” will openly outline the financial needs of
the religious schools and set as one of its
goals the further development of these in-
stitutions. .

Yeshiva College, too, suffers from an aca-
demic lethargy—the school has failed to at-
tract enough top quality scholars and man-
ages to maintain only a small full-time fac-
ulty, though the situation is improving.
While other schools suffer from the ‘“‘pub-
lish or perish” syndrome, YC seems indif-
ferent to creative scholarly endeavors.

Any plan for future development should
focus on the establishment of endowed chairs
such as the Petegorsky Chair in Political
Science. An investment of $250,000 can pro-
vide a substantial perpetual annual salary
supplement -and thereby free operating funds
and act as a strong inducement to attract a
superior faculty. Time magazine reported on

October 13 that “Stanford Provost Richard

.Lynn considers endowed chairs, next to out-

right unrestricted- gifts, ‘the best possible
long-term financial base for a university’.”
The plan for the seventies should also aim
at a general upgrading of faculty salaries
with the goal of building up a large perma-
nent faculty of superior scholars and teach-
ers. Moreover, expanded course offering and
grants for research would do much to stim-
ulate an academic revitalization of the fac-
ulty. The college being a secular institution is
less hard-pressed for funds than the religious
schools. We therefore hope that the “Blue-

‘print for the Seventies” will be encouraged to

set forth a bold program for the academie
enrichment of the college.

We have much of which to be proud at
YU, especially thé improvements of the last
ten years. In the next decade we hope that
these advancements will be solidified and
Yeshiva Umvers:ty will emerge as an emi-
nent university and the hub of Torah learning.

Religion And The Schools

Two days ago, the voters of New York
State rejected the new state constitution.
It is not our intention at this time to discuss
the merits of the document. However, we do
feel it necessary to comment on one aspect of
the charter, namely the controversial Blaine
Amendment.

We decry the retention of the Blaine
Amendment which has forbidden state aid
to private education. There ismo reason why
parochial schools, and we specifically refer
to yeshivot, should not receive state funds in
order to enhance the secular education of-
fered at these private schools. Just as Ye-
shiva University properly receives govern-
mental funds for use in the secular field, so
we find nothing wrong with state allocations
to primary and secondary private s:hools for
their secular programs.

In strongly supporting state asslstance for
the secular programs conducted in religious
schools, we maintain that religious education
is properly transmitted only within the ‘pri-
vate domain. We therefore deplore any form
of religious practices in the ‘public schools
such as the singing of Christmar-carols:(or
Chanukah songs) and' the decoration of
classrooms for religious holidays.

The complete secularization of public
schools, however, should not infringe on' the
individual’s right to religious observance, as
is often the case. Thus Jewish students iand
faculty should not be penalized for absenting
themselves from school because of S}zabba:

. or other holy days. :
By adopting these measures, we hope to

guarantee true frecdorn of rehgmn

From The Editor's Desk

In Defense

Of Youth

By Gary Schift

Teday’s youth is much maligned. One’ type of youth is cnnctzcd
for being too complacent, smug, materialistic, and non-idealistic .All we
hear about are the children of the “‘afluent socicty,” “suburbia,” “aca-
deme’ and all other such ron-existent gcographlc entities bred in the
fruitful minds of sociologists.

The second type of criticized young person constitutes the oppo-
site side of the coin — the youth who opts out of society and social
values, Whereas the complacent conformers are tolerated (if not sec-
retly welcomed by the older generation), the indifferent rejectors are
viewed with mixed emotions of horror and pity. The epitome of this
group and ideal (or more precisely the lack and rejection of sodety’s
ideals) are, of course, the hippies.

Yet it is not only the hippies who opt out. Many highly respectable
coI.lege students, consciously or not, have opted out. In a recent article
in The New York Times Magazine, a Harvard sophomore quite accu-
rately dcscnbcd several types who have turned out — one a Negro who
was not antl—swr,ty Yut indifferent to it; and another, a well-to-do, white
wealthy collegian, whose attitude was similar, yet whose needs were
certainly not financial, but whose reaction was nevertheless chemical.

One segment of American youth, however, neither complacent
within, nor oblivious to society’s problems, has recently come under
attack. They are those who chose to exercise their rights to protest what
they feel to be an immoral position of their government, particularly
in relation to the Vietnam War.

What was so appalling about the whole affair was not the pro-
tests themselves, but the popular reaction against the right to protest.
Precisely the same critics who chastise the youth of our time for being
m:aommm:ed and mug now called for the suppression of dissent. Even

ple muttered, “In Russia this could never
happen. ” Darn right. "And thank G-d. that in America the tradition
of the Boston Tea Party has not been forfeited for that artificial order
which prevails in the Soviet Union. :

Another vexing criticism of legitimate dissent is that of those who
cry for a more limited “questioning within the given framework or
consensus.” This is as false as that repugnant euphemism “constructive
criticism.” Criticism by nature and definition “is destructive and aims
at eliminating a given wrong, If the salutary effects of this process are
constructive, fine, but the criticism itself can never be. ;

‘While the issue of dissent is as old as human organization, some
of these self-righteous reactionaries pretend as though the concept itself
is alien to Western tradition. Actually the roots of the doctrine of
moral dissent stem back into natural law theory, into certain Jewish
concepts of limitation of political rule, into Stoicism and early Christian
history. Particularly in America the doctrine had many able exponents
including Jefferson and all the Founding Fathers, whose very signing
of the Declaration of Independence was an overt act of dissent.

Regardless of the substantive issues involved, the means of ex-
pressing support for or opposition to them must be kept free and
unimpeachable.

For any society to take upon itself the responsibility of
silending opposition is, as Mill insisted, to assume its own infallibility.
Once such an assumption is made, then perhaps we may achieve the
domestic stability — and perhaps some of the other attributes — of
the Soviet Union.

THE FABLE
OF
THE TORTOlse

AND
THE WARE
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Reviewer Is

Cha]lenged

By Demands Of ‘Ulysses’

By Yaakov Rese

Far fro.1 being a cultural lag-
gard, the .eshiva University stu-
dent will still think twice before
seeing the motion picture version
of James Joyce's Ulysses. The ex-
periencing of a film which carries
the infamous “banned in Boston”
label is most unsettling.

A #true exploration of the nu-
ances of Joyce's works and that

school of literary ‘realism, called

stream of consciousness, which he
inspired, requires more than a col-
umn in an undergraduate news-
paper. The disastrous results of
aversimplifying his works to fit the
needs of a bi-weekly publication
cannot be overemphasized. Ulysses

the film, however, lends itself to

viewer criticism because instead of .

merely seeing the words and imag-

Nominations for Senior
Professor "Award will be ac-
cepted, in writing, by David

S. Ribner, Mark Levin and
Mauricio Clock until Wed-
nesday, November 15th,

ining the action, the viewer hears
the words and sees the action,
leaving his imagination free to
mull over the meaning and signifi-
cance of “what’s flying” in the
filmscript.

Indeed, what happens on the
screen can be considered less im-
portant than why it happens: the
thoughts, insights, and poetry,
even bordering at times on the rau-
cous, of the main ch ters. The

restricted to or representative of
the Chasen People. Milo O'Shea
plays this role admirably, as dods
Barbara Jefford as Mollie, his
wife, whose sensual stream-of-con-
sciousness reverie at the close of
the film is both stanl(ng and mov-
ing. The viewer is seemingly chal-
lIenged with the -painful realiza-
tion that what is transpiring is not

an outflowering of Mollie's' char-

acter, but an analysis of his own
self. Maurice Roeves realistically
portrays the role of Stephen Deda-
lus, a frustrated school teacher-
poet whose associations with the
Blooms takes the better part of one
black and white day. Medical stu-

Rising Interest In Asfrology Prompts

By Gary Rosenbiatt

There has been an increasing in-
terest recently in  horoscopes,
which, if one stops to think about
it, is quite interesting. This is the
day and age where facts and cold
statistics reign supreme; yet no
newspaper is complete without its
daily horoscope. What is even more

dents, vulgar tradesmen and pros-' . 0

titutes round out the list of drama-
tis personnae. o

Ulynn is not a pomogmphxc
presentation sleazy with the grime
of a A2nd Street movie house. The

phlc has been shuntéll aside as
to confi with 'as
much truth as possible to the ori-
ginal Joyce. Mollie’s thought-so-
liloquy concludes and we are left
in blackness. Just as well, per-
haps, for thought is black. Or has
it any color at all?

SOCT >4

contents are usually very vague
and deal in. generalities,
Fascindted by thé entire subject,
I have taken it upon myself to
study the signs of the zodiac thor-
oughly and am proud to present,
in specific detail due to my small
audience, THE COMMENTATOR'S
original horescope for today:

The mysterions Zodme floor of the mysterious green-domed building.

curious is the fact that, whether
they admit it or not, many people
are serious followers of these horos-
copes. Since they are written for
such a vast audience, though, the

Aguarius: Today is an excellent
day for proposing marriage, writ='
ing your will, selling your house, or
picking yrur nose.

. Pisces: Avoid borrowing hand-

——— In My Opinion

Riots, Rights And Responsibilities

L Teitelbanm -

novel’s 1904 Dublin has been up-
* dated in the,film to the mid-fifties
to show how the pmtagomsts are
not subject to dnnges of
years. The theme of innate long-
ing and despair mingling matur-
ally with human desire and lust
which is the theme of Joyce’s ori-
ginal, is timeless and universal.
The Ulysses of the tale is Leo-
pold Bloom, whose Jewishness is
unpointedly overemphasized in the
film, for his delusions, appetites and
disappointed loves are certainly not

During the past few years, dem-
onstrations have become an accept-
ed occurrence on college campuses
across the country. A new type of
demonstration, the student strike,

though not yet fully accepted, is

becoming more and more popular.
Just a few weeks ago, normally
staid Brooklyn College experienced

such a strike. While reading about

it in the newspapers, one of my
first reactions was that if it can
happen at Brooklyn it canhappen

Letters To

The Editor

To the Editor:

The word leukemia brings a
chill to the hearts of all of us—
particularly as it most often strikes
at the most helpless in our com-
munity, namely the children.

Most of us are under the im-
pression that once leukemia has
been diagnosed it is just months
before the person is dead. In many
instances, alas, this is the case

The situation is by no means
hopeless, since new and powerful
drugs are available and are being
developed all the time, which can
and do arrest this terrible disease.
However, before these drugs can
take effect it often happens that
the leukemia patient hemorrhages
to death because of the body’s in-
ability to manufacture platelets —
a blood eell essential to blood clot-
ting.

Even here the situation is not
hopclas since 2 process has been

developed whereby the platelets
can be removed from the blood
which is then returned to the body
through which it was drawn. The
little loss content is made up by
saline solution. .

This whole process takes: about
an hour. The effect on the healthy
body is virtually nil since it manu-
factures the lost platelets within
.24 hours. The effect on the leu-
kemia patient is inestimable since
it gives him lifc itself or at the
very least another - chance until,
G-d willing, ‘a cure-ll is found.

I've written this letter for your
columns in order to bring these
little known facts to the attention
of my fellow students in the hope.
that one or more will become a
platelets donor. More information
can be obtained from: =

Platelets Donation Center,

Maimonides Medical Center,

(Continued .on page six)

ot

almost anywhere — even at Ye-

shiva. For, 19,000 students and"a .

*$1,500 tuition charge notwith-

standing, Yeshiva and Brooklyn do.

have a great deal in common:-

. ' The reason for the strike was
not merely the Navy recruiting in-
cdent that touched it off. The
newspaper articles, if read care-
fully, indicated that one of the
main underlying factors ‘behind
the strike was the question of “stu-
dent rights.” The students wanted
more rights, more power, and a
greater say in the college, while
the administration was reluctant
to give it to them. From'the re-
ports-in the papers and from first

hand information (my sister Rena

attends Brooklyn) it seems that
the students won this round, and
won it quite handily. However,
the fight is not over yet. !

‘What are the views of those who
oppose the students? Thert is one
trend of thought tha: the only
right :a student has in an academic
community is the right tb.learn.
The phrase nnght sound s\oothmg
to the ears yet is jarrin
mind. What this segment: says in
effect, is that during one's/student
years all the rights the other citi-

zens are entitled ‘to aré rfemoved.

Freedom of speech, of ex}ares:sian,
of assembly and other rights apply

to all — except students. .An out-  port
come of this thinking is the story, .

told by a Brooklyn girl ;arrested
during the riot that: precéded the
strike. She said that durmg; the ten
hours she was in ‘jail, no!student
was allowed the use of the tele-

phone. The police said they would

to the

ph Kaplan

call the students’ parents — yet
permitted no collegian to speak on
the phone. Had it been a group of
drunken dentists at a convention,
arrested for disorderly conduct, the
situation in- jail would certainly
have been quite different. The po-
lice actually did suspend the stu-
dents' rights — just because :hey
were students,

There is, however, some trudl

(Continued on page four)

Glimpse Into World Of Zany Zodiac

kerchiefs from Aquariuses today.
Throw away your toaster, Urgent:

“ Do not buy Park Place,

Ariest 'Cut your ﬁngcmaﬂs to-
day only if absolutely necessary. Do
not tallk to stray dogs. Keep busy
in' the garden until the- time of
danger has passed. - ¢

Taurus: Live dangerously —

.. don’t watch in-between meal treats.

Post bills. Write a letter to a pub-

“lic official propesing the changing

of the spelling of February to
FEBUARY. ;
Gemini: Take heed of tl:u: third

b stanza of the Star Spangled Ban-

ner — it appli{_s to you. Avoid ma-

" jor surgery and General ‘Hershey.

. Moon. Children: Send:a tele-
gram to an- albino. Invest your
money wisely. Buy an Edsel. Study

- for your hlood test.

Leo: (Next, please.) Conmder
carefully before accepting’ invita-
tions to puppet shows. Memorize
The New York Times second edi-
torial — it will prove invaluable.
Eat an’apple.

Pirgo: Avoid all contact with

- butterflies. Do not underestimate

society’s debt to the hockey puck
Renew old friendships, - :
'Libra: Increase your vocabu-
Jary. Do not write a check for less
than six cents. If you must play
badminton, serve. gently.

Scorpio: Set your clocks 48
hours ahead. Immediately after

.

< shopping, burn all trading stamps.

Horior. a picket line.’

Sagittarius: Avoid air travcl ex-
cept, if necessary, by dirigible. Join
a record club. Eat large’ quant:t:u

. of potato salad.

Capricorny Today is dangerous.

Do not go out of your house; say

and do nothing.! Try:to have fun.
Eat a warm knish.

Well,. that's what's in the stars
for :oday —take it or.leave it.

For further’ information here on

campus I sugga:t a careful study
of the pagan signs of the zodiac
depicted on the floor of "the en-
trance to the Main ‘Building, Ye-
shiva’s center of learning. - .

The President Speaks

A

#

Year Of Oplﬁmism )

By R “Gfou

Now that the holldays are over and school is in full swing, Studcnt
Council will be sponsoring . numerous . activities and programs,: Among
those coming up this month are Nov. 9-10, a Weekend in Forest Hills;
November . 15, the movie Jokn Go{dfa:rb, Please. Come Home.-will
be shown; November 25 and 26 will see the Dramatics Society present
its production of Incident at Vichy. We are also having an expanded
Intramural Program. On Novémber 14 and Nov. 21, there will be
ping pong and bridge tournaments ‘and on Nov, 28, thcrc will be an

-intramural bowling meet, We are also in the process of obtaining’some

influential speak:rs to address the student body in-the very near future.
But to be effective, Yeshiva College Student Council must do

to do in the near future. .

“more than sponsor events. It must also perform certain services for
. the student body and for the:Jewish community. I would like to re-
onwhatSmdenth:.mulhmdnnelmtﬂnwmdwhatnpkm

At its first meeting, “Student Council appmw:d the., charter of

: WYUR. The radio station, one of Council’s major pm;acls,_will begin

broadcasting in February, 1968.The ‘Chaiter was written after three
months of deliberations between myself, Stadon Manager Matty. Hoch-

_bcrg, Program Director Richie Cha.ljfttz ‘and Deans Bamn and

(Canl'mued on pagt ﬁi:e)
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YU Speakers Debate Stern
- On M:ddle East Arbztratwn

D&hlﬂ' Gary Sehiff makes a point as Ele.n:]iﬁ gaze bewildered.

Before an audience of about 100

*"in Furst Hall, on Tuesday night,

October 31, Alan Rockoff '6S,
President of the Yeshiva College
Debating Society, introduced “a

+ truly momentous occasion.” The

- debaters, arguing the

Stern College debating - team had

: come to do forensic battle on the
- topic: “Resolved: That the Middle.

East question be submitted to in-
ternational arbitration.” The YC

case, were' Gary Epstein '69 and

- Gary. Schiff '68. The Stern Col-

" lege speakers were Judy Lock and

Phyllis Maza.

.- The affirmative suggested- that

-an international commission of
" “disinterested” big powers with

vital interests in the Mideast, and"

" of the antagonists themselves be

established to negotiate such peri-
- pheral issues as the refugee prob-
lem and economic. development.

:The Stern debaters cited Arab

willingness to be a party to indirect’

 Hegotiations and stated that Israel’s
right-to extst is mcmscquenual in’

Kaplan Calls For Student

‘negative .

"L Bteln

achieving a lasting- peace.

The YC team countered that
such a proposal was not arbitration,
but a form of mediation, and that
binding arbitration would only

intensify Mideast hatred. Such-

proposed relationships, Mr. Ep-
stein said, “would be completely
unproductive and hostile.”
Light Moments
Despite the gravity of the sub-
ject matter itself, the debate had
some light moments. The first
Stern  rebuttal concluded empha-
tically, “If-we knew what we were
talking about, we wouldn't be
here.” Mr. Schiff replied, “I ap-
preciate your traveling up here,
but . . .” Stern retorted thar if
their proposals were not adopted,
“then we shall.stay where we are,
and we are nowhere now!"”
Constructive talks were limited
to ten minutes and rebuttals to
five. Though the debate was not
scored, it was largely agreed that,
had it been, Yeshiva College would
have won ha.ndily

Israel
News
Shorts

JERUSALEM : Six streets in the
Old City will be renamed for
the units of the Israel Defense
Forces that liberated the city. . .
It appears that more than 150
emergency volunteers who came
here last June will remain ro
study at the Hebrew University.
Other volunteers will study at
the Universities of Tel. Aviv
and Haifa, and at various ye-
shivot . . . Anwar el-Katib, the
exiled former governor of Jeru-
salem wishes to return to Israel,
where he says he will give full
cooperation to occupation of-
ficials.

The religious units of Nachal
will begin the rebuilding of the
old Jewish section of Jerusalem.
The fifty synagogues that were
desecrated and destroyed  there

will be reclaimed, along with,

other institutions, . . The Mis-
rad Hadatot (Ministry of Re-
ligion) has chosen Betar to help
with the restoration of the Wes-
tern Wall and to serve as ushers
there, answering questions and
keeping order. Members of Be-
tar are also working on the res-
toration of Mt. Scopus.

BEIRUT: Lebanese officials as-
serted that the Jews plan to re-
build the Temple. An invasion
of Lebanon is imminent, they
claim, because one of the ma-
terial prerequisites are the Cy-
press trees native to Lebanon.

AMMAN : Word here has it that
United States aid to Syria,
which has totaled 27 million dol-
lars per year, will be resumed
shortly.

SOY Charts Year's Programs;
Will Publish Improved Bulletin

“The Student Organization of
Yeshiva is not a political organiza-
tion.” These were the words of
SOY President David Miller as
he stated the intended function of
the organization at the first post-
holiday meeting of the term, in the
Club Hour on November 2.
“We are here,” he asserted, “‘to
see what we can do to better the
ruach in the Yeshiva, and to en-
able the students to have more
time to learn.” He then proceeded
to outline an ambitious program

- .
distribute reproductions of the

. Brachot Bulletin of the National

Council of Synagogus Youth.
Representative David. Hurwitz
was appointed a one-man commit-
tee to look into the matter.

The big surprise of the meeting
as far as publications are concerned
revolved around the traditional

Halacha Bulletin that has come to
symbolize the perennial pre-holiday
prcparatiun pericd‘ After Itmgthy
debate, the council heartily en-
dorsed Chairman Jay Marcus’ pro-

SOY President David Miller conduects meeting in Fuarst Hall

which he, Vice President Chaim
Feller, and Secretary-Treasurer
Simon Posner propose to carry out
this year.

The Kashrut Committee, which
published its Guide to Kashrut last
year, reported that it expects to
publish an improved bulletin by
February. The same information,
with the addition of supplementary
material is now being prepared.
This time the committee will con-
sult the Union of Orthodox Con-
gregations of America for addi-
tional and still more extensive en-
dorsements.

It was suggested that the SOY

Right Of Protest;

Urges Participation In School Administration

(Continued from.page three)

. in this idea. Studerits do have the

right to learn—or rather a right
_to receive.a good education. The-
student’s right to a good education

_implies the college has the obliga-

tion to supply this education. Im-
mediately, this confers npon the
. student additional rights: the right
to do whatever is necessary to re-
ceive this education—from curric-
ulum evaloations and 1 per
editorials to pickets and even
strikes. To have dghts without
béing able to assert them, is to

. have no rights at all.

This would make the students
partners with the faculty and ad-
ministration in the school — as, in
fact, one YC administrator said in

_a dialogue two years ago. If this

is true, and I think it is, students
must then be allowed to be more
active in the running of the school.
I would suggest having a student
on the -budget committes (perhaps
without a vote), students consult-
ed about expansion, new buildings,
new (and old) courses, require-
ments and any and all other mat-
ters that pertain to the school.
There should be no facet of col-

lege aﬁmrs beyond the reach of
students,

The reasoning behind this idea
is quite valid. We must examine
the goals of the University. And
what is the main purpose of a
university if not to educate the
students? The students should,
and ‘must, be the focal point of
the university. There can be a
school without an administration
(though there would, of course,
be some large problems). Yet
without students it would be im-
possible for the University to ful-
fill its goal and become, in Dis-

"FREE . .. 3 HOURS

MOV]ES & LECTURES

6 LESSONS: $38.00

10 LESSONS: $62 00

‘BRUSH-UP COURSE: $6.50 per lesson

'LEARN TO DRIVE

Brand New 1947 Cars

WIL_I.IAM RUBIN AUTO SCHOOL

EST. 1938

SW 35- 3738

_ Licensed by State of New York
302 Audubon Ave., Corner 180 St., New York, N. Y. - '

GUI.I.EGE TRAIHED INSTRIII.‘.TORS

 FREE PICK UPS SEIWICE

raeli’s words “a place of light, of

‘liberty, and of learning.”

These rights, of course, do not
come without a price — respon-
sibility. Rash statements, meaning-
less protests and destructive actions
hurt not only the specific cause be-
ing fought for, but also harm the-
entire concept of the right to pro-
test. The extremists in the Civil
Rights and anti-war movements do
more harm to these otherwise ad-
mirable movements than do all

their opponents. Responsibility is -

not just what one expects from
others; it is necessary in the exer-
cise of every right, for without it
there is no hope of success.

Most college students today are
serious-minded and earnest young
people. They have to be, because
they realize that soon they will be
running the world they live in.
You cannot preach to them about
their inalienable nghm and then,
when they-try to exercise a few of
them, tell them to grow up be-
cause the end result will be, that
to their generation not wanting to
grow up will be a sign of maturity.
Rather, they must be treated as
adults, given the rights and re-

“sponsibilities they must. bear, so

that they will be prepared, for, as

Confucius  said, 'wuhout sud:-

preparauon, there is sure .tq .be
failure.”

posal to incorporate all the holiday
bulletins into one comprehensive
manual to be put out once a year
in booklet form. Prime considera-
tions for the change included the
elimination of needless frustrating
races with seasonal deadlines and
organizational budgets, while servy,
ing, at the same time, to present
the student body with a handbook
that will hopefully clutter up book-
cases rather than wastepapcr bas-

kets.

Lectures on contemporary Jew-
ish philosophy are being planned
featuring prominent familiar ra-
bbis. A two point program featur-
ing amateur rabbanim is also get-
ting undenway, The Chavrusa pro-
gram will provide for the teaching
of Torah outside of the classroom
and in the Bet Hamedrash. Along
these lines a Chaburah Committee
is being initiated which will enable
ambitious students to study any
grmara or other Jewish topic
they may choose in groups of five
or ,Slx people to a unit.

' NEW —

FIND
SCHOLARSHIPS
BY COMPUTER

Last year $30 million in collage schol-
arsr!igs went unclaimed i b-saause no

no quailhed persans knew ul them.
« Now EC5 engineers and educators
have programmed a  high-speed com-
puter with 700,000 items of scholastic
aid, worth over $500. million, to permit
students to easily and quickly locate
scholarships for which they qualify.
= The student fills out a detailed, con-
fidential questionnaire and returns it to

with a one-time compuler-proces-
smz fee of 515 In seconds the compu-

requ!remenls of granls set up by foun-
dations, business, civic, frajernal, re-
ligious, and swemmenl o nmzatmns
and prints a personalized report to
the student telling him where and when
to apply for grants for which he qual-
|hes Thousands of these do not depend

tic ar 1 need.

- i
I Ilﬂ'llll!l'llﬂﬂ INI! SAMPLE ﬂll!ﬂlﬂm'l!! I

1 NORTH mu:n.n EDUCATIONAL. i
i COMPUTER SERAVICER, INC.
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Representative Ryan Will Address Gross Hails Administration’s
Students Opposed To Vietnam War

The signs hang from many door-
ways. “If you question the Unit-
ed States’ presence in Vietnam,”
they chide, “come to our meeting
on Tuesday evening.” The scene
is not Berkeley, Califorma, but
New York City. The place—Ye-
shiva University. A functioning

BIG DISCOUNTS AT
AL FULDA'S

Fort George Jewelens Inc.
1536 St Nicholas Ave.

®
Watches - Jowelry - Gifts
Repalring & Engraving

LO 2-3308 BelL 124-187 SL

committee against the war in Viet-
nam has been established on cam-
pus. Its first meeting was held
last May in a domitory room and
attracted about thirty students.
Despite this turnout, the Yeshiva
College Sudent Council refused to
grant a club charter to the organ-
ization maintaining that the group
could accomplish its goals through
present clubs and facilities. At an-
other Council meeting held before
the end of the year, however, the
group was finally granted a char-
ter.

On September 26, the group
held its first session of the term
with about fifty students in at-
tendance. Several members of the
Student Mobilization Committee
spake at the meeting and described
their organization. Their main
point was to announce a “Con-

front the War-Makers” rally to be
held in front of the Pentagon on
October 21 and 22, The Yeshiva
anti-war group expressed its sup-
port for the rally, but said that
it could not participate because the
proceedings were to take place on
Shabbat,

Nathan Spector, '68, one of the
founders of the group, announced
that on November 19, Congress-
man William Ryan of New York
will come to Yeshiva to address
the students on Vietnam, ,.The
meeting will be open 1o l‘hc publlc

The second meeting of the Ye-
shiva anti-war group was held on
Tuesday, October 10. Only twen-
ty students attended the meeting,
possibly because a forum of Vol-
unteers to Israel was bemg held
at the same time,

The Air Force doesn'twant to
waste your Bachelor of Science
Degree any more than you do.

B. Sc. Those letters have an im-
pressive sound.

But they won't be so impressive
if you get shunted off into some
obscure corner of industry after
you leave college. A forgotten man.

You want activity. You want to
get in there and show your stuff.

All right. How do you propose to
doit?

If you join the United States Air
Force you'll become an expert fast.

o

ITED STA T'Bll NRCE
gz‘uh‘mnt SCP-

The Air Force is like that. They
hand you a lot of responsibility fast.
Through Officer Training School
you get a chance to specialize
where you want...in the forefront
of modern scient:e and technoclogy.

Suppose, for example, you
wanted to become a pilot and serve
as aircraft commander on airplane
crews. You'd plan missions and
insure that the aircraft is pre-flight-
ed, inspected, loaded and equip-

Randoiph Air Foﬂ:e ease,Te:as 78148

{

[ 1ET ———E

{please prinl)

Class

City, I__'__;___,Tsm'e__._ZlP.__.

ped for the assigned mission. You'll
be trained to fly exciting aircraft.

Just ‘examples. There are
many more.

Wouldn't it be pretty nice to en-
joy officers' pay and privileges?
And serve your country, as well?
Also, you get retirement benefits,
30 days' paid vacation, medical
and dental care.

B. Sc. Very impressive letters.

Now, do something with them.

50

New Respect For YC Council

(Continued from pa_c;cA rkr«)
. Rabinowitz.

Student Council has for the last six vears beert unsuccessful in
attempting to get Dean Bacon’s approval for a YC Radio Station. That
he approved it this vear is a sign of his faith in Student Council 1967-68.
A great deal of credit must be given to all those who helped make the
potential Radio Station into a reality.

Last year Yeshiva College Student Coundil estabhshed the Char-
ity Foundation. Firmly believing that- we must do all we can for the
State of Israel, Student Council decided at its last meeting to give
all the Foundation’s money for this year to an organization in Israel
which will be decided upon at the next. meel:mg

The Bikkur Cholim and Shiva Committee is taking on an added
duty — that of mauking a study of all New York City hospitals and
discovering which do not provide for kosher food for Jewish patients.
Following the Committee's report, Student Council will do whatever
it can to allow for any person to have kosher food avallable in all New
Yurk City hospitals.

After several years of disappointing registrations, the Registrat’s
Office has asked that Student Council set up'a committee which will
meet regularly with representatives from the Registrar’s Office. It is
hoped that this committee will decide upon the most efficient method
of registration for the students as well as for the administration.

It is very gratifying to know that certain members of ‘the Admin-
istration are beginning to realize that vur school can be run much more
rffrcmre]y if students are allowed to play an important part in r_he form-
ing of school policy.

So much for the past — now for the future
major goals this year: i !

1. To do all that ‘we can to help Israel. I have scheduled .an
appointment with the Israel Consulate General at which time I wﬂI
find out exactly what we can do for them.

2. The continuation of the President’s Coundil which consists
of the Presidents of YCSC, and the three religious divisions. This
Council will T hope in the not teo d:stant future pave the gmundwnrk
for one Student Union.

3. Recognition by lhe Administration that the students of YC
are as mature and as intelligent as their colleagues in other colleges
and universities. Although we do not have student strikes and present

. YCSC has three

* ultimatums to our -administration as they do, they are the ones who

have a system of unlimited cuts znd other academic privileges.

For 'cwemy years our Student Councils have been requesting a
system of unlimited cuts with no success. The administration has
claimed that the faculty is responsible for opposing this plan, and the
faculty has placed the blame on the administration. But we believe
that it is time to stop the charges and counter charges and approach the
problem seriously. We do not believe that.a student boycott of classes
is the only method that-will work. In the ne_gn\fumre YCSC will make
some recommendations concerning this issue and it is hoped that both
the administration and the faculty:will consider them.

EMC Selects SINGLE?

o, O.pu'nllon MAZEL TOV can put spark
(Contniued from page one) into yoar soclal life, Joln our unigue

v ting for the 1it-
Michael Schmidman, and Mozes mﬁga“ﬁ'ﬂ’“’??"‘ single. For
Solow. Harry Davis, Howard tionnnlre write: tlon Maszel Tov,

. . - w 530 Fifth Avenno. NYC 10036,
Finkelstein, and Neil Leist were
thosen to represent the soph

The freshmen elected David Hur-

TCo.;

- "GLATT KOSHER"

WA 39888

witz, Peter Rosenzweig, and . " FASS RESTAURANT
Aaron Reichel. ' ; & DELICATESSEN
- EMC elections for representa- | piyuwis; Catering For Al ©

Take Home Food Bervics

4177 Breadway—Comer Wert T B
Maw York Clly

tives from the gimmel and daled
classes also were poorly attﬁenc‘led.'l
Running unopposed, Harry Katz,
Murray Rapaport, and Saul
Schajnfeld were clected President,,
Vice President,’ and Secretary’
Treasurer, respect:ivcly, of gimmel..
Daled elected Phil Orbuch—Presi-
dent, Stuart Forman—Vice Presi-
dent, and Daniel Kurtzer—Secre-
tary-Treasurer,

RIVER PARKWAY -

ONE STOP FOR BOTH

DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY

EXTRA CONVENIENT FOR YOU
2553 Amsterdam Avo.

FREEDOM: OF CHOICE

Some organizations, which provide death benefits for their mem-
bers, appolnt a so-called “officlal” funerai director. .

It should be understood, however, that the member-family is NOT
obliged to use this "official” dlrector in order to recelve the or-
ganization’s death benefits. -

Under New York State law, the family rr'\ay make a;rangements"-
with any funeral director of its choice. The law is quite specific:
freedom of choice is always 1ha family’s prerogative
RWERS!DE MEMQRIAL CHAPEL, INC. =R
Carl Grossberg ~— Sclomon Shoulson Directors : °
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Letters :.fo'

the Editor

(Continued from page three)
- Brooklyn, N. Y. 11219
Tel. UL 3-1614 .
or from the undersigned at- 865-
2450.
Ralph Garfield

‘Who NeedsParsley?

To the Editor:

Rarely do we find at Yeshiva
University a private publication
which reveals a smatter of mature
contemplation or worthwhile spec-
ulation, and the recently published

- Fortnite

Thurs, ¥ov. 9, 1-5 P.AL—Freshman Elec-
© tons e
2:45 P.ML—Clubs
£:00 P.M —Guest
Fri-Sat., Nov. 10-11—Weekend — Forest
Hills

* Mon., Nov. 13, §:10 P.M—Intramurals
8:30 PAML—RIETS Lecture Berles —
*Aiachshevet

Tuex, Nov. 14, §:00 P.ML—YCSC Moeeting
2:3) P.M.—Ping Poog and Bridge
Tournaments
Wed, Nov. 15, 9:00 PAM.—Movie, “Joho
Goldfarb Fleass Come Home"
Thors, Nov. 16, 2:45 P.M.—No clobs —
Guest Speaker

Bon., Nov. 19, 2:00 P.M—YC — Stern
Lectura

Wed, Now. 22, After 3:00 P.ML—Friday
Bcheduola

Despite :
“fiendish torture
dynamic BiC Duo Fj}
writes first time, {4

every time! |

BIc’s rugged pair of -
in unending war
against ball-point
skip, clog and smear.

Despite horrible -
punishment by mad
scientists, B1c still
writes first time, every
time. And no wonder.

gic’s “Dyamite™ Ball £

is the hardest metal

made, encased in a

solid brass nose cone.

‘Will not skip, clog

or smear no matter

what devilish abuse :

. isdevised forthem §: @

by sadistic students. £

_ Get the dynamic

Bic Duo at your

campus store now.

F-25 FINE PT. ¥ @&) U.5.A <G

WATERMAN-BIC PEM CORP.
MILFORD, CONN.

Parsley Protest Poems proves no
exception. The author (safely
anonymous) has presented us with
an unconnected series of poems
which have little literary value and
even less social pertinence.

Poems such as “Abortion” and
“Waste” are not only poorly writ-
ten and unconvincing but also trite
in their treatment of well-worn
topics. The “dedication” makes no
sense at all except to exhibit the
author's inflated ego. Aside from

the “Ode To A Stern Girl” in’

which I did detect a well-hidden
flair for sarcasm and Victorian hu-
mor, Mr. Parsley, in writing this
pamphlet, has only succeeded in
adding a new dimension to the in-
difference he decries;—poetry. Yet,
while reading the ‘poems, I could
not dispel the feeling that perhaps
part of their failure lies in the

author's fundamental premise: that

indifference at YU is an unfound-
ed myth.

Mr, Parsley, whoever you are,
indifference at YU is a trade-
mark. which each succeeding gen-
eration of students reafirms as the
dominant ' characteristic of the
YU man. Indeed, we at Yeshiva

* seem- to have the copyright on in-
‘difference and “all rights reserved”

for its use on campus. Therefore,
it may have been that the Parslcy

" Protest Poems were not as much

an “Abortion” as a “Waste”,
Adley F. Mandel '68

Dean Mirsky Recalls Belief Of Late
Father In A Religious, Secular Unity

(Continued from page one)
the import they do if not for the
amazing personality and outlook
with which Rabbi Mirsky in-
fused all that he did. He was firm-
ly convinced that it'was necessary
to relate to the non-religious ele-
ments in the Jewish world as well
as to the religious ones. It is
through this philosophy that Rabbi
Mirsky was able to bring the
Massad Camps under religious

The Yeshiva College Dra-
maties Society annonncecs
with pride its forthcoming
presentation of Arthor Mil-
ler's new play, Inciden: at
Vichy, directed by President
Drew Kopf. Three perform-
ances will take place: Satur-
day night November 25, at
8:30 p.m., and Sunday after-
noon, November 26 at 2:30
and 8:30 p.m. Tickets are

- available wpon request at the
YCDS office or at the Office
of the Registrar.

aegis. This concept of the unity of
Torah Yisrael with dm Yisrael
was developed by him through his

close relationship with Harav
Kook, whose open-mindedness was
famed. In this light, Rabbi
Mirsky recently debated with
Mordecai Kaplan on the religious
aspects of the Zionist movement,
thus providing secular Zionists
with a knowledge of the relation-
ship of Eretz Yisrael to the Torah.

His personality carried over to
his teaching. Dean Mirsky men-
tioned that he has received many
letters from students of his father
all discussing different aspects of

their relationship with Rabbi
Mirsky. All of the students appre-
ciated his eagerness to teach as
well as his great scholarship.

- - -

The Alumni Association of Ye-
shiva was in the process of pre-
paring a volume dedicated to Rab-
bi Dr. Mirsky to honor him after
forty years of service to the Uni-
versity. With that touch of irony
that always accompanies tragic
events, this honorial has now be-
come a memorial. It is perhaps un-
fortunate that it is only after a
grear person’s passing that we find
it easier to model ourselves after
him. What better way to honor
the memory of Rabbi Dr. Samuel
Mirsky than to take to heart his
diligence toward Torah and schol-
arship and his insistence upon the
closest of relationships with all fel-
low Jews. This is the true mean-
ing of zecher tradik livracha —

{YUPR)
Dean David Mirsky

may his memory be for a blessing.
May we thus live the ideals of
Rabbi Dr. Mirsky and so bring

G-d’s blessings upon ourselves.

Fencers’ Repeated Success
Credited To Coach Tauber

(Continued from page eight)
instructor in health and physical
education and as the fencing coach.
He was initially attracted to Ye-
shiva University because it was, as
he puts it, “a growing institution
that has a very important role to
play for students who want to be
leaders of the Jewish Community.”
His fencing teams have consistent-
ly been the most successful team
on the Yeshiva scene.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN

... A SOCIAL WORK CAREER?
. . . JEWISH COMMUNITY

SERVICE?

AN INTERVIEW AT YESHIVA UNIVERSITY ON F;
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 16th
CAN PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORMATION ON:—

WORK

—GRADUATE SOCIAL WORK SCHOLARSHIPS (UP TO FULL TUITION PLUS
$2000 ANNUALLY) FOR THOSE SPECIALIZING IN SOCIAL GROUP

! Q{E

JOBS FOR COLLEGE GRADUATES IN Y.M.-Y.W.H.A.s AND JEWISH COM-
MUNITY CENTERS. :

“IN GENERAL.”

—GRADUATE SOCIAL WORK EDUCATION AND SOCIAL WORK CAREERS

* SOPHS — JUNIORS — SENIORS

_“ARE INVITED TO SIGN UP NOW FOR INTERVIEWS
FOR APPOINTMENT CONTACT: YOUTH BOARD EXT. 260-261

Sponsored by *

NATIONAL JEWISH WELFARE BOARD

{national association of YM-YWHAs and Jewish Community Centers)

Face Equal Competition

“The team,” Coach Tauber says,
“has been successful because the
students who participate work ex-
ceptionally hard at the sport and
because we compete with schools
who practice as much as we do,
and have the same requirements
for admission as Yeshiva — name-
ly academic requirements,”

Not only is Coach Tauber in-
dispensable to the fencing squad,
but he is also a vital, moving force
behind the school’s physical educa-
tion program. He teaches several
sections in gym and also has help-
ed to set up a Freshman fencing
clinic. The coach considers the ul-
timate goal of the physical educa-
tion program to be the mental and
physical maturation of the individ-
ual. These goals, though somewhat
elusive and immeasurable, can be
achieved by those who “understand
the importance of the program and
participate actively.”

Shortage At YU

The Physical Education pro-
gram at YU has to cope with
many problems caused by a lack
of space and a shortage of equip-
ment. The Coach discussed this
situation at some length. “When
it comes to the factors of space,
facilities and equipment that are
required to accommodate a grow-
ing student body, the administra-
tion is forced to face with a major
problem. In order to meet our re-
quirements, it takes money — a
great deal of monsy. The admin-
istration felt, and rightfully so,
that a new dormitbry was of first
priority; and I agree with them.
They feel that a library is a ne-
cessity for an educational institu-
tion;.and I feel that it, too, should
be built before a gymnasium. The
administration is well aware of the
importance and of the need for a
gym. But they have had to build
what they felt was most important
for the student as a student. I am
certain that as soon as money be-
comes available the administration
will build an appropriate facility
that all the students and the alum-
ni will be proud of.”
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Spinowitz Urges Active Intramural Basketball Season Begins;
YU Athletic Association Top Rated Senior Team Upset Twice

(Continued from page eight)

on the occasional achievements of individuals. It is no wonder, then,
that athletic endeavors have become stagnant at Yeshiva. Our athletic
office has a tough time balancing its budget each year. Tennis hours
have been obtained for general use on Friday afternoons, and the Main
Building gym is open every evening from 11:00-1:00, but how many
students know of this? These seemingly unrelated problems can all be
artributed to the lack of a coordinated, strenuous effort which would be
the job of a functioning Athletic Association.

The only solution to this haphazard means of achieving the goal
of a position of moderate importance for sports (and the existence of
such a goal is not taken to be a naive assumption of those concerned),
is by expanding the workings of our present Athletic Administration.
Rabbi Avrech would head an association consisting of various admin-
istrative and student committees. The student committees would un:

dertake the intramural program, athletic campus publicity, and student °

drive for field house, just to mention a few. Each of these groups could
be recognized and staffed as standard student coundl committees. In
addition, a manager's conference could be formed to act as liaison
between athlete and administration. Perhaps then some of the pressing
problems encountered by the varsity members would be heard and
appreciated. They could, in addition, standardize the filing of stand-
ings and records. Right now it is nearly impossible to obtain a single
statistic of last year’s squads.

From the coaches’ position, a standing committee could be formed
to analyze methods to better conditions for themselves and their ath-
leres, and to further sports in general at Yeshiva. Dean Rabinowitz
could serve as administrative representative to both these groups. Rabbi
Zev could act as contact with alumni and re-interest them in our sports
program, whether it be in the manner of finances or attendance. All
the heads of committees would be responsible to Rabbi Avrech as
Director of the Yeshiva University Athletic "Association, who would
serve as coordinator and inspiration to this functioning machine.

It has not been within the scope of this article to offer a complete
and conclusive solution to the existing problem. It is cnly the beginning
of an idea. Its implementation need not necessarily be in the particular
manner offered. The basis of the solution lies in increasing the scope
of arganization. The extent and direction of the increase need careful
planning. But an increase is long overdue. The function of an Athletic
Association formed two decades ago is now antiguated. At its inception,
the Association was formed to organize intercollegiate sports. This was
accomplished. The sports needs of Yeshiva have changed radically. A
new machinery is a requtsn:e for the fulfillment of these needs. The
foundation exists; now is the time to duild upon it.

By Ronny Gottlieb
Once again signs advertising in-
tramurals are being plastered on
the walls. This year's season has
begun, and the big news is the
planned addition of two new sports

© M Friend
Score two for the shirts.
—football and volleyball.

The football program is planned
as a follow-up to the’ four suc-
cessful games played last ‘year. The
first game, between tlt¢ Seniors and

“the Juniors, is scheduled for. Nov.
12, The Sophomorcs and Fresh-
men will clash on-Nov, 19. Both

will be held at 12:30 at 175¢th St.
* and Mike Friend made two clurch

and Amsterdam Ave.
Arnie Weiss, chairman of intra-

murals, intends to install a volley-.

ball schedule comparable to that

_ of basketball. He is waiting, how- -

ever, for the basketball season to
get into full swing. ,
Seniors Flay Sophs

In the season’s first game, the
Seniors, who finished second last
year and were picked for the nums
ber one spot this year, met the
Sophomores. The plebes last season
were distinguished by some fine in-

“dividual play but lacked the cohe:

siveness necessary for a winning
season.

The uppcrclassmen jumped -to
an early lead as Steve Fine scored
a quick six points, By the end of
the quarter they led 12-5. 5

‘The second period was a rever-
sal of the first. The Sophs biegan
pulling rebounds and converting
them into layups and easy set shots.
Steve Singer, who scored 8 points
for the evening, tallied seven of
them in this quarter, while Mike
Friend added 6. At the half 1.h:
game was tied 18-18.

The Seniors, 'however, proved
true to expectations, Marty Eid-
enbaum led the way with his re-
boundinf and scoring, 2s the Sén-
jors suxged ahead to take'a 29:24
lead going into the final penod

%&ﬂm Surge -

It was this point that the
tempo of the game .and, possibly,
the entire season was reversed. The

Yeshiva's Thousand Clowns Plan To Scare
Their Opponents Into Ingloricus Submission

(Continued from page eight)
best example of this animalistic
artistry can be seen in the swords-
manship of Adley Mandel, the de-
serving captain of the fencing
team, When one sees -Adley fence,
watch for his most blaring char-

pure pleasure, a seemingly unend-
ing happiness—a lust for blood.
Now you can see the Adley our
team has learned to know and ad-
mire, a true symbol of Yeshiva
fencing.

acteristic—deception.
Deceptive Adley

Always beginning his matches
with a slow, slovenly form, Adley
imparts a feeling of drowsiness to
both his opponent and the audience.
1t is not until the opponent, de-
lighted at his good luck, begins the
attack that Adley lets loose. Swift-
ly closing the gap between his foe
and himself, and gracefully feint-
ing to both sides, Adley bursts
upon his unsuspecting opponent
like a bolt of schmaltz and strikes
the fatal blow. Then, and only
then, can you see ‘that bland, stal-
wart expression of feigned idiocy
change into an animalistic grin of

ALEXANDER'S

Strletly Xosher Restaurant
Catering For All Occaslons

7502 Amsterdam Avenue, New York
Tel. 7239023

-

At
YALE
‘Drug
'10% :DISCOUNT -
ST. NICHOLAS & 183rd ST. |

Alex Zauderer, our champion
foil man, is the antithesis of Adley.
Quiet, shy, devoted, and a per-
fectionist, Alex makes a' worthy
co-captain for the team. One need
only glance at Alex to realize that
his style is impeccable, an inheri-
tance, no doubt, from his brother.
He is astute, intelligent, witty, and
a real go-getter, traits belonging,
no doubt, to his great-grandfather
on his mother’s side.

Between the two extremes of
Buccaneer Mandel and Zorro
Zauderer stands the fencing team's
third-in-command, epeeman Jack
Peterseil. If mediocrity were a
mitzvak, Jumbo Jack would be
king of heaven. Possibly the only
extreme he allows himself is in-
difference. It has been said of him
that on the strip he moves slowly
but carries a big stick. But, no
matter what one may say, Jack is
always thinking. A constant varia-
tion of attacks (and retreats)
makes him an interesting fencer to

. watch, and many itimes his oppo-

nent will stop to stare at his globu-
lar  form and wonder, “how
the . . .2" .

Everyone knows that a team
must have esprit- de-éorp.r and
Bernard Lipman is the ¢ ¢orpse who
keeps our team’s spmt at such a
h:gh level. With his trusty horn
in hand, Bernie blares us on to
victory and, occasionaily, defeat.
All fencing aside, Bernie plays an
awfully powarful hora, and, for
his assistance,” has been dubbed
Captain Hornblower. At the end
of each match you can hear "the
acrid-sweet notes of taps being
played for our opponents by the
pouting, panting form.of booming
Bernie. How many times have we
watched Bernie throw up those
heavenly notes of serene tranquility
mingled with just'a touch (too
much) of flat falsetto? (Pardon
me, I forgot myself, “beauty is
truth . ..")

Bernle’s Trademark

Perhaps as a fencer, Bernie is
nothing to get excited about, but
it is charming to watch his oppo-

nent's face shimmer and dissolve, -

as, voicing his battle .cry, Bernie
charges his trim: two-hundred
pounds of boum:mg body into the
pit of his antagonist’s praying form.
There is a fencer for youl Here
is a boy who puts everything inta
the game, And, if he loses, well
then, he magnanu'musly bleats a
sigh of respect on the horn that is
his trademark and mainstay as a
fencer. . ]

No team is complete w:thout a
coach (obviously), and Coach
Tauber—warm, encouraging, ear-
nest, honest, hard working—is a
man we .are all truly- proud of
(O.K. coach?). Of -course, he'
does have his little idios‘ync-_ra.sim
and, well, we're not all as young
as we used to be, but what’s. a
team for if not to forgive and
forget, forgive and forget, 'fnrgi‘fe.
and forget. You really get to ap-
preciate the coach when you com-
pare him to other fencing coaches,
who, when their teams are losing,
get "nli heated up,” .screaming vil-
ifications : and jumping up and
down ramming spirit down the

team’s throat. But not our coachl,
Stately and dignified, he remains

cool and collected, whether we
are winning or losing Even after
we have lost, he doesn’t say a
word. Now, .what coach in his
right mind would be like that?
But, as our coach always tells us,
we love our coach, ‘we love our
coach, we love our coach. 4

Fencing Schedule -

Dec. 6 Rufgers Newark
14. New York City o
+  Community Callata
Collego - o A

Bnm

‘Brookl,

¥
Feb, & Fn!rlal;h Dickinson Awny
# ‘New Tork Marifime Awny
3 D Home
12 * Jersey City Btate ‘Homs
21 Fordham Home
725 Brandals Home
. 28 .38t Petars 5 Away .
Mir. 6 Patersen- B:nia. Homa
13 - Bt..Joho's . - ‘Hame

' Sophs, controlling the boards, be

gan scoring steadily. Harry Win-
derman, who played a fine game,
was a vacuum under the baskets,

shots. Entering the quarter behind
by five, the Sophs outscored the

The students of Ycshiva Col-
* lege join together in express.
ing our sympathy to Mr.
- Jerry Steinberg on the loss
.of his mother. May he be
comforted among the mour-
. ners of Zion and Jerusalem.

Seniors 17-6 and won going away,
41-35;

Leading scorers were Winder-
man with 16, Friend with 14, and
E:dmbg\gn with 13,

uniors vs. Frosh -

In another game, the Juniors,

led by last year’s high-scorer, Shel-

“don David, played the Freshmen.

The Juniors, although. a: disap-
pointméent l_a.st season, were heavily
favored to win. The Frosh\ how-
ever, belying their lack of r:-cper:-
ence, took command from the start
and jumped to:an 8-3 lead at the
quarter-mark. Displaying. a bal-
anced ‘attack, they pulled away to
lead 17-9 at the half.. _
The - newcomers continued to
exhibit . remarkable poise and, al-
though the Juniors rallied, keot
their ‘lead to win: 42-31.. The

_strong Freshman attack outweigh-

ed a fine effort, by Sheldon David,
who -scored 19. Leading the win-
ners. were Cary Sprung with 11
points-and Ira Jaskoll with 10.
Benlors Lose Agaln
Next on the schedule was a game
between Semicha and the Seniors.

"The Seniors were hampered from

the start by the absence of some
of their starters, It was obvious
from the start that the revamped
unit ‘was missing something, and
Semicha ‘easily ran up a halftime
lead of 25-11.

The second half was no different

. and Semiche increased its lead to

54-33. . Once again Marty Eiden-
baum . p!aytd well for a losing
cause, scoring 19 points. For
Semicha, J. Shatzkes had 12, M.
Shatzkes 11, and Avi Weiss 8.

YC Freshman Fencers
Hampered By Lack 0f
Much Vital Equipment

-+(Gontinued from page eight)
Nathan “Murphy” Rothman. For-
merly a student at MTA, Nathan
worked out at fencing practices as
a junior and senior in high school.
Because of Rothman’s experience,
the coach is contemplating the ap-
pointment of Rothman as captain
of the Frosh team.

. Despite the rosy outlook for the
team, there is one grim aspect that
no squad, no matter how talented,
can overcome—that is'a dire need
for eqmpmtmt. ‘One cannot be a
promising sabre man without a

" “sabre,. Mr. Marcel angrily indi-

cated that even equipment which

- should have been at the students’

disposal for_the first 'session  has
not.. yet arrived, :let alone equip-
ment_needed at the present ad-

' vanced .stage of instruction. If
. they;ever do receive their weapons
© —varsity watch cut!
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Fencers Headed | For Success In New Season

Taubermen To |

Electrify Fans

" Fencing, the sport of kings and

* Yeshiva students, is a timeless art

reflecting the spirit of antiquity,

when a man’s guts, and even his .

life, are hung on the balance of a
sword. As with the wheel, no one
knows who the first little gld
sword-maker was, but it is certain
that he stood high on the ladder of
truth, j Jusnce. and the ancient way.,
This is not just a specious and
fictitious statement. Quite the con-
trary, nobility of fencing is_part
of our world heritage, personified
by the swashbuckling - daring of
The Buccaneers (Errol Flynn),
the graceful courage. of Scara-
mouche (Paul Henried), the foxy
foillsmanship of Zorro. (Guy Wil-
liams), and, of course, the steeled
savoir faire of a man who has be-
come a legend in his own time,

Hsg:‘e_—ErfE (Arthur Tauber).
Yet to really know fencing, to

. be able to view it with an eye for

. realize that
brains and brawn, energy and ease,

- toughness and ‘tranquility.

artistic beauty, the average specta-
tor must understand the basic in-
gredients which make up the highly

must be able to discern the flint
from the foil, theparry from the
point, the beat. from the bell
‘Therefore, if the reader will sim-
ply study the following descrip-
tion- of those proficient fencers
discussed” below, ' he will soon
fencing combines

The sabre, “a cavalry sword
with a curved blade, thick back,
and ‘guard,” is the deadliest of all
‘weapons., It. allows the. fencer

- to project his killer instinct and to

give vent to his inhibitions. The
(Continued on page :nmr_)

S

By Kenneth Kosiowe

The 1967-68 fencing team faces
a unique problem for a varsity
squad at Yeshiva. It must keep up
a tradition of winning seasons.
Last year's 10-2 record was typical
of Coach Tauber’s fencing squads.
One needs more than tradition in

i - order to win, however. Talent is
potent elixir of swordsmanship. He *

necessary. Coach Tauber has once
agzin assembled a talented and en-
thusiastic group of fencers.

Th’l:' strongest weapon on the
team ‘will probably be - the foil.
This squad has two returning
starters and a strong bench. The
retumning lettermen are Alex Zau-
derer and Norm Seidenfeld, while
the top contenders for the third
spot-are Lazar, Fruchter, Jack La-
zarus, and Dave Ettinger.

Zapderer Leads Team

Co<captain Zauderer amassed
one of the best records on the team
last year, 23-9. The technique that
Alex employs-isto let his opponent
attack and then to score a touch
through his know!cdg: of the
proper countering moves. Alex

Tauber Instructs Swordsmen
In Technique And Character

By Mike Grunberger

“I derive a tremendous amount
of satisfaction out of working with
the students, teaching the students
and seeing them develop as gentle-
men, as athletes, as scholars, and
as leaders of the Jewish commu-
nity.” This statement, by Fencing
Coach  Arthur Tauber, - expresses

; Friend)

Cuulﬂn‘t we- talk this over?
his dedication to the dm!opmml:
of the complete individual; it sets’
him apart from the ordinary coach

" in the ordinary college. He is not

only concerned with molding a

' wmnmg team but also in the shap-

ing of mdl_ﬂdua]s who g.rmpl:f}

the ideals of Yeshiva University.

Coa.ch Tauber is eminently qual-
ified to coach the fencing squad.
Few coaches in collegiate ranks
possess his cradentials. After four
years of competition on an unde-
feated . Stuyvesant High School
fencing team, Coach Tauber was
the national intercollegiate epee
champion in 1942. He also qual-
ified for sabre competitions that
year but could not compete because
of simultaneous competition in foil
and epee. He was a member of the
All-America fencing team in 1941
and was ranked seventh nationally
ini foil by the AAU in 1942,

Trained Olympians
An outstanding fencing teacher,

" he trained the 1960 U.S. Olympic
- Fencing Squad and trained the vic-

torious U.5. Pan American fencing
‘squad in 1959. A left-hander, he
learned ‘to fence right-handed in

- order to teach more effectively. He

also coaches at Yeshiva Univer-
sity’s Stern. College for Women
and has coached at Salle Santelli
and Sarah Lawrence” College.
Coach Tauber joined the facul-
tv of YU in September, 1949 as an
(Continued on page six)

Yeshiva fencers display prowess -I:efo'rv.- capacity crowd.

Fencers Will Face Unique Problem—
Must Continue Victorious Tradition

strives for perfection, and his
knowledge of the fine points of
fencing enables him to employ this
strategy successfully.

Norm Seidenfeld amazed his
teammates with an excellent 17-10
showing in his first year as'a var-
sity fencer. An excellent fencer,
he is second only to Alex in his
knowledge of the sport and tech-
nique. The composure that Norm
exhibits under pressure is one of
his biggest ddvantages. The com-
bination of Zauderer and Seiden-
feld will probably give the Tau-
bermen a quick lead in many of
their matches. .

Beserves Sirong

The epee squad has only one
returning starter, Jack Peterseil,
but is strong in reserves. The num-
ber two spot will probably go to
Dave - Bernstein, while Bernie
Lipman, Mauricio Gluck, Jack
Bieler, and Frank Mandel will
compete for the third starting posi-
tion.

" The mainstay of last year's team,
Jack Peterseil, should once again
be the leading fencer for the Tau-
bermen. Jack has a strong parry
and will “often rush his opponient

.on the first and last touches while

varying his attack during the main
part of a bout. A confident fencer,
he has consistently responded to
pressure with clutch victories to
save or win a match.

Dave Bernstein will attempt to
regain the excellent form he show-
ed as a sophomore after a disap-
pointing season last year. A very
aggressive fencer, Dave sometimes
overdoes this at the expense of good
technique. However, this aggres-
siveness coupled with added work
in practice should return him to
his earlier form and help strength-
en the squad. )

The probable third starter,
Bernie Lipman, switched from
foil to epee late last season, Bernie
is ‘well-grounded in the basics of
fencing. With added confidence in
his new weapon, he should round
out the epee team well.

Sabre Squad _

A perennial problem for Yeshi-
va is the sabre squad. The aggres-
siveness needed for this weapon is
the basic difficulty with which this
year’s team must contend. The one
returning starter is Co-captain Ad-
ley Mandel. The second and third
spots may go to Arthur Waltuch

(M. Friend)

and Lester Vogel, with competiton
from Leo Brandstatter, Mike Sil-
ber, and Phil Chernofsky.

One of the most improved fen-
cers on the team, Mandel sported
a fine 27-8 record last skason. He
has  acquired the confidence
needed and is developing into a
more aggressive fencer. Arthur
Waltuch is somewhat of an enig-
ma as a fencer, Although he has
shown potential in the past, he has
not yet reached his peak. Artie is
developing confidence in his attack
as his training proceeds.

This year’s team is well-bal-
anced and possesses great depth.
The schedule may prevent the
Taubermen from bettering last
year’s record, however, since the
two first matches are against their
toughest opponents: Rutgers and
Brooklyn Poly. St. John's, 2 new
addition to the schedule, brings the
total of home games to seven.

Marcel Tutors
Frosh Fencers

By Avi Borenstein

Advance . . . Retreat ... The
stomping of feet on the hard tile,
sweat and labored breathing; these
are the sounds, sights and odors
that pervade the gym when the
fencers are working aut. One does
not become a fencer before he
knows the rudiments, just as one
cannot run before he ran walk. He
must learn the basics of fencing:
stance, footwork, and handling of
the weapon. These skills are taught
in freshman fencing gyms.

This year the turnour has been
magnificent—over 70 students are
attending these gyms. Each gym
is supposed to have only 10 stu-
dents. However, Mr. Marcel, the
instructor of these classes and
coach of the forthcoming fresh-
man team, has allowed up to 15
members in a group to accommo-
date the students.

Fundamentals Come First

The first six months are devoted
to the fundamentals of the sport.
Foorwork, stance, attack and re-
treat, and care of the weapons are
slowly and patiently taught. Each
student receives individual instruc-
tion when necessary.

The second term is devoted to
actual fencing. The students who
work the hardest.and show the
most desire and skill, are placed
on the 4reshman team. The squad
engages in matches both on an in-
tercollegiate level and with the
varsity “B" team.

Rothman Fine Prospect

Even at this early point in the
year, a few students have distin-
guished themselves as fine pros-
pects. Foremost among them is

(Continucd on page seven)

On the. Sidelines : -
Times They Are
A’ Changin’

B;l':m. S::Irw'h:

Last spring, in the final issue of THE CoMMENTATCR, there ap-
peared a column entitled, “Sports Are Not Dead Yet."” In it, my prede-
cessor took the opportunity to congratulate coaches and players alike
for their determination, despite poor athletic planning aud assistance,
while bemoaning the ineffectiveness of a "ghcst" of an Athletic Asso-
ciation.

That, however, is not the crux of the dilemma. Thereal problem
is the absmce of an Athletic Association, not its 1pcﬁectweness True,
there is an organization with this title, headed by Rabbi ‘Avrech. And
in connection with this, there is a Director of Athletics named Bernie
Sarachek, who does what his title implies, and does it well.

What does this add up to? Nothing more than a er. Some-
thing which is nonexistent cannot be labeled ineffectual. In such a
context, that statement is a compliment. It can easily be understood
to cofinote an unsuccessful effort because of insurmountable insou-
dance on the part of the administration. This could very well be the
case if Yeshiva indeed had an Athletic A ion. In fact, hos i
a true Athletic association is not a reality in our institution.

To date, there have been individual efforts undertaken to advance
the status of sports at Yeshiva, Bernie Sarachek has worked untiringly
to obtain contributions for a field house. “Doc” Hurwitz has made
great improvements in our Physical Education program. Some years
ago, Rabbi Avrech led the formation of the Metropolitan Jewish High
School League. Each year a student undertakes the responsibility of
directing an intramural program.

The students of Yeshiva College are fortunate in having people
willing to accept these responsibilities. But they are just individuals.
They do not function within the framework of a well-structured Asso-
ciation. All these years, Yeshiva College athletics have coasted along

(Continued on page seven)
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Yeshayahu Leibowitz: Religion In The Secular Sfafe

By Ushor Caplan

This review of some of the ideas of Pro-
fessor Yeshayahu Leibowitz is bsed largely
on his collection of articles and lectures
published under the title Torak Umitzyot
Bazman Hazeh (Massadah Press, Jerusa-
tem, 1954). It is also based on a number
of talks given by him in Jerusalem last
year. Many of his views have apparently
not changed in the interim, though I am
not qualified to make such a generalization
for all his opinions concerning the subject
at hand.

I will limit myself to the two main issues
raised in his book-of essays: a) his concep-
tion of Jewish religion, and b) the problem
of religion and the state in modern-day
Israel. These two subjects are so closely
related in his thinking that I doubt whether
they can be fully understood in isolation
from each other.

Leibowitz's conception of Judaism rests.
on the ultimate dichotomy between ethics
and religion. Put bluntly: “Ethics is an
anthropocentric, -atheistic category which
cannot be reconciled with the rehglous con-
sciousness or religious sensitivity."

The only. legitimate embodiment of Ju-
daism is the halacha, i.e. those concrete,
specific mitzwot, or laws, which the Jew
obeys, This is an empirical historical fact,

insofar as the halacha is the only common .

denominator uniting Jews of diverse philo-

sophic positions, Jewish faith doctrines may

be disputed (and may even be held by non-

_ Jews) without having any bearing on the
religious status of the individual from a
Jewish viewpoint. The Jew is simply he
who accepts upon himself the “yoke of the
Kingdom of Heaven" (embodied in kalacha)
with all its ramifications.

“We are dealing with actually practised
mitzvot as an element of the living reality
of religion, i.e. not as a subject for history
or theology. We are not dealing with the
philosophy of the reasons behind the mitz-
vot, but with the meaning of the actual
mitzvot in terms of the Jewish religious
life which we live and which we are cap-
able of living in this time and in this
place. .. Our interest is not in the subject
of ‘Jewish thought’ but in a living, religi-
ous-educational subject...” (The stress
on the educational aspect will soon become
clearer.)

The hallmark of the halacha is that, from
a human point of view, it is irrational, in
the sense that the mitzovot are devoid of
any human purpose or value. The laws of
the Torah are “not to be judged in terms
of their effectiveness in the arrangement of
the affairs of men for their own benefit and
pleasure.” Regardless of who was the “au-
thor” of the Torah (and Leibowitz tends to
reject ‘the centrality of historical revelation
—herein lies the paradox), the important
point is that in religion, our existential con-
frontation is with a system whose "origin,
meaning, and purpose are transcendent.”

Ethics, on the other hand, is alwa}rs an
immanent, humanistic system. This is not
to depnve humanistic ethical systems of
their merit. (Virtually all of modern cul-
ture, which is not to be slighted, is the
preduct of this humanism!) It is only to

- say that there is no connection between

ethics and religion because they are two .

separate and distinét value systems, each one
claiming to be an end in itself. The minute
one sphere becomes a means to the other’s
end, it relinquishes its ultimate value, and
hence its raison d’étre, as a value system.

Such an extreme farmulauor; of the con-
flict between ethics and religion is not too
commonly expressed among Jewish think-
ers. In fact, it seems to shock and/or amuse
the majority of religious people who read
or hear of it. The immediate reaction to
Leibowitz is to argue that the halacha is
obviously a system which must be consid-
ered ethical, judging from the great con-
cern for man, etc. The point that Leibo-
witz is trying to make, however, is that the

and it is from this fact alone that he as-
sumes any meaning.” )
Such a description of the nature of man
should not be confused with any Christian
doctrine of depravity. Man is not doomed,
according to Leibowitz. .But he is equally

never “saved” from his humanness. Instead -

man is (ideally) forever striving towards
perfection, even though in fact he cannot
reach it. Where Christianity confers upon
him either a: depraved or dwmc status (in

'SEAT OF ISRAEL'S CH.IE‘F RABBINATE i.n Jernsalem: shonld religio

. Israel Information Bervice

: ?‘qoﬂnbornle"‘

with the state? Prof. Leibowitz of the Hebrew University nais no.

end towards which the ul:g:ous person
strives is not an ethical but a religious one.
And “ ..ape.rsonlsdeﬁ.nadonlym
terms of the end goal which he sets for
himself or for mankind in general, and not
in terms of his consideration of the effec-
tiveness of various means towards attain-
ing that end.”

An obvious example: There is no hu-
man value in putting on fefillin. Take
away the religious (transcendent) purpose
and putting on tefillin is about as useful as

spending a few minutes before breakfast

doing physical exercise. (If not less use-
ful.) By reduding religion to the level of
ethics, one reduces so many mitzvot to the
level of sports. In fact, Leibowitz goes a
step further and [insists that it is predisely

the non-ethical factor (i.e. the fact that ~

the mitzvot are “divine”) which invests the
so-called ethical ¢ d with their
religious coment.[ Leibowitz illustrates this
idea with the Bible’s way of tacking onto
many “ethical” commands the words “I am
the Lrd.” I

Leading into more fundamental implica-
tions, Leibowitz ll'nntes “Notwithstanding
S. D. Luzatto, |Achad Ha'am, Hermann
Cohen, and all their followers — ‘Jewish
ethics’ is a meaningless term. Ethics cannot

_be Jewish or non-Jewish,: religious or non-

religious — ethics are ethics. The combina-
tion of religion and ethics just doesn’t fit.
Ethics — as the|direction of man’s will in
accordancc with [his understandmg of .real-
ity and himself, or in accordance with what
he'sees as his duty towards man, as an end
in himself — ethics is an . atheistic’ cate-
gory... In Judaism man :s not of value in
h1msclf rather ‘he is the ‘image of G-d',

terms of thL Tatter, Chn.st.tamty ‘may 5: g

seen as a major strand within humanism),
Judaism pIaP:es man in an indeterminate

flux. “The movement ‘itself is everything,

the goal nothing,” Leibowitz quotes a fa-

_mous socialist.
.~And furthier along these lines — “We

distinguish t<vo types of religion: a religion
based on values and beliefs which, as well,
make c:rta.m actions obligatory; and a reli-
gion based on mitzvot and obligations up-
on which are established certain conscious
values and .meanings. The ' ‘religion of
values 'and beliefs’ is one which'grants or
confers — it is a religion which is used to
help man satisfy his spiritual needs and to
allay his psychological troubles: Its end is
man, ‘and in it G-d offers his services to
man ; whoevér takes upon himself this reli-
gion is a saved man. The ‘religior of mitz-
pot’ is one which demands — it requires of

man obligations and tasks and makes him -

a tool for the realization of divine purposes
in the world. The only satisfaction it offers
is the satisfaction a man has in fulfilling
his duty. And whoever takes upon himself
this religion is 2 man who serves G-d for

His sake, simply because He alone is worthy

of man’s service. The first type of religion
is Christianity — whose supréme symbol is
the cross, representing G-d's, sacrifice for
the sake of man. The other type is the Jew-
ish religion — whose supreme moment is
that of Abraham on Mount Moriah, when
all human values were nullified and sacri-
ficed upon the altar of the fear and love
of G-d." ‘
The mserit:e of Jewish reI:.gxon, then, is

the service 'of G-d: Such a'position nat.
urally carries with it an emphass on pra-

religion to mere “behaviorism,”

saic rituals and institutions. The ha.lacfw
d‘t!-.s not pmclude occasional ' poetry, - pa-
thos, and emotion. But neither does it re-
quire these things as ends in themselves;
they are not 'essentidl. “How powerful
must have been the religious feeling’'and
religious experience of idol worshippers as
they, sacrified their sons to Molech .. .I"

Leibowitz ‘is often accused of reducing
devoid of
meaning and- value; as if to imply ' that
therefore religion is not - concerned with
meaning and value. This is a distortion of
what Leibowitz is trying to say. His argu-
ment is.that a proper religion (i.e.’J udaism)

- cannot automatically cenfer values, since it
*is more than an educational tool, a “meth-

od”. “Religious values cannot’ be acquucd
they can only be achieved.” Like any ‘edu-~
cational method, mitzwor can do no more

_than prepare a man for reaching 2 certain

goal. Whether. or not he -actually reaches
the goal is beyond the scope of whatever or
whoever is educating him.

Therefore the human criterion by
which rel:gton must p:rcnmally be’ exam-
ined is not what values are “inlit,”. but

. rather how effective a means of cduca'tion
‘is it? This brings us-to the immediate ques-

tion of religion in the State of Israel. For,

- from a certain perspective, the religious cri-

-sis in Israel may be blamed largely. on the
~fact that these two criteria are bemg con-
fused by both the religious and non-r{-.hg:-
ous elements concerned.

One may divide the Jews of Israel to-
day into two groups: the so-called re.llg'lous
and the "so-called non-religious. : Both
groups, as Leibowitz sees it, have failed to

' respond adequately to the unprecedented

pmblem of the Zionist State’ vis-a-vis reli-
gion. And insofar as-the interests’ of ‘reli-
gion are at .stake, the religious J'ews of
Israel are more to blame for the Cl'l.!l.s dlan
the non-rehgmus ;

Leibowitz canfiot criticize the non- rc]rgl-
ous Jews for not being religious. Appar-
ently the essence of his message 'to_them is
that they- simply 'ought to be more honest
with themselves. . They. ought to stop: imag- :
ining that their so-called Jewish: “values”:
and culture (really only nationalism) ‘con-

-fer any legitimacy on their status as Jews.

The only true historical sense in which. they
mighe be considered Jews is in the religious
sense, i.e. as bearers uf_.the “tradition” as
we have received it in our time. But, in
fact we find that they have thrown off the

“yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven" and have
created their own forms of Jewishness. The
use of Jewish terminology, whose meaning
has been intentionally distorted, is not suf-
ficient to create “historical continuity”. The
many attempts (ranging from Canaanism
to modern-day Karaism) to reconstruct
Jewish culture qut of the Bible are futile.
For “Judaism is'niot a biblical religion.” It
is a religion of "the rabbis, through whose
eyes alone.we read thc Bible. “The Bible
isa ]'ew:sh institution, not a Jewish cmm:-

" fution.”

- One must lu:ep in mmd that in speak

.ing of the non-religious Jew of Israel, one.

is usually dealing with a person who con-
siders himself Jewish in the full sense of
the word (unlike the average assimilated:
Jew in the Diaspora). Leibowit’s attitude
towards the non-religious Jews is not ‘one.
of castigation, but rather one of: simply-

-defending “true religion™ from its secular-

ist plagiarizers. And as'a matter of fact hie-
(Continued on page fonr-S)
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An_ Analyhc Approach To Rashi's Bible Commentary

By Jefirey Roth
" Dr. Nehama Leibowitz of Jerusalem has
bcm teaching Torah to Israel for over
twenty years. A generation of devoted pu-
pils, in Israel and throughout the Jewish
- world, have profited immeasurably from her
: cogent analysis of the Bible and its rabbinic
commentaries. The printed work is scarce-
ly adequate to convey éven the basic ele-
ments of her teaching which she presents
with gusto-and personal charm.
The following article is an attempt to
illustrate some of the fundamental assump-

and answer, then what is it? Each of Rashi’s
comments is based on an apparent contra-
diction in the text, and his answer is the
resolution of this contradiction. Just as the
apparent contradiction is present in the text
itself, so_too is the resofution derived from
the text. ’

On the verse cited above, “Get you out
of your country,” Rashi explains, “For your
own benefit and for your own advantage.”
Rashi does not explicitly state the contra-
diction in the verse; in this case, it is the
seeming superfluousness of the pronoun

tradition.

~tions of Dr. Leibowitz’s methodological ap-
proach to the study of Rashi's commentary.

The article is- based primarily on her lec-

tures for the year 5727 and is printed with

1

"= . ‘Rashi’s commentary  on the Bible is a

series of short statements designed to ex-
plain the Hebrew text. The conteat of each
of these individual remarks is obviously dif-
ferent. But because Rashi’s approach was
systematic, the nature of his remarks is, as
2 rule, uniform. As a result, it is possible,

" to generalize about the form of Rashi's

<comments. Once the stylistic framework of
1hese comments is perceived, a.much clearer
understanding of Rashi’s intention becomes
almost inevitable.

. Rashi’s commentary is based on the He-
_brew texr of the Bible. Each problem Rashi
considers arises directly from the text, And

_ the answer Rashi gives, though it may be
_ quoted from a Talmud or Midrash, is ulti-

‘ mately based on some feature of t]1: text
" that makes this part:l.'u]ar response appro-
pna.te. i

“When the rermmoiog}' involved is care-
‘fully considered, it becomes apparent r__hat
Raski never arks a question nor gives'an
answer. The type of guestion not found in
Rashi’s commentary is the simple request
for information. The only information at

: Rashi’s disposal is what is already printed

“in the text. It would be useless to ask for
_more; it would be redundant to repeat what
is explicitly given.

To illustrate this point, consider the fol-
lowing verse {Gen. 12:1) : “Now the L-rd
said unto Abram: ‘Get you out of your
country . . . " Rashi does not ask any of
the following questions: ““What time of day
was it? What was the weather like? What

- was Abram doing at the time? Where was
‘Sarah?” All of these are certainly interest-
ing and perhaps significant questions, but
even to suggest them is absurd. Obviously,
any attempt to answer them would be pur:
speculation since none of these subjects is
treated anywhere in the text.

If Rashi's method is not one of gquestion

“}"DL‘I"
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in the phrase “Get you out” which
would be just as complete had it omitted

" the pronoun. The contradiction is between

the apparent wordiness of the grammatical
construction and the usually concise style
of the text which seldom associates a pro-
noun with the verb “tc go.” Rashi resolves
the conflict by showing that “you” is not at
all superfluous: it is not part of the com-
mand “Get out,” but it comprises in itself
a promisc of what will result if Abraham
fulfills G-d's command. This Rashi reen-
forces from the text by paraphrasing later
verses, “And there I shall make you a great
nation..."”

Thus, each comment in Rashi's commen-
rary is composed of two distinct, but inter-
related parts: (1) the apparent contradic-
tion: (2) its resolution. As -already seen,
Rashi may cite only the resolution and as-
sume that the reader can discover the con-
tradiction for himself. Occasionally, Rashi
writes both, stating the contradiction expli-
citly and then proceeding to the resolution.
(And in those famous passages where the
greatest Jewish expositor of the Torzh
writes on a particular text, “I do not know
its explanation,” he is indicating the exist-
enc: of a contradiction without being able
to supply a satisfactory resolution.) Bur it

is obvious in any case that the resolution ¥

cannot be meaningful unless the contradic-

-tion that Rashi actually treats is recognized.

In outline form, then, these conclusions
can be drawn from the above. discussion:

(1) Rashi does not ask simple questions,
for informational purposes,

(2) Rashi's method is to identify appar-
ent contradictions in the text and then to
locate their resolutions.

(3) Both the contradiction and the re-
solution are based on, found in, and derived
from peculiarities of the text.

(4) On any given verse, Rashi may state
both the contradiction and its resolution, 6r
only one of these elements.

To illustrate these points we shall con-
sider a concrete example. Genesis 13:5
states: “And also to Lot, who went with
Abram, were flocks and herds and tents.”

On this verse Rashi remarks: “*Who went
with Abram.! Who caused that he (Lot)
should have this (wealth) ? His going with
Abram.”

Suppose one is asked to determine the
problem Rashi is solving by his comment.
Without too much thought, one might an-
swer thus: “Rashi is asking, “‘Why did Lot
have fAocks and herds and tents?"”" But there
is no contradiction stated or implied by this
question, and the problem does not arise
from any irregularity in the text. The re-
sponse ignores the principle that Rashi does
not ask questions seeking information. This
type of guestion can be answered with an-
other question: “Why not? Why shouldn’t
Lot have flocks and herds and tents?”

Returning for a second attempt at dis-
covering Rashi's intention, our student is
determined to locate a contradiction. This
he finally does, and he resrates his under-
standing of the problem as follows: “Rashi
is asking, ‘Why did Lot have flocks and
herds and tents, even though Lot was an
unworthy person not deserving G-d’s boun-
ty " Here there is a clear contradiction
between Lot's wealth and his supposed
moral character. The assumption is that
earthly goods are a reward for good deeds,
and since Lot was obviously lacking in the
latter, his wealth conflicts with our assump-
tion. The faulr with stating Rashi’s prob-
lem thus is the fact that it does not involve
the text which was Rashi's only concern.
The response assumes that Rashi is dealing
with a philosophical or moral contradiction
when the truth is that Rashi only treats
textual contradictions.

Our student is puzzled but not frus-

trated. He resolves to concentrate on the
text to solve the problem. After some hesi-
tation, he suggests the following solution:
“Rashi is asking, "Why does the Torah tell
us that Lot had flocks and herds ahd
tents """ This third answer is no better than
the previous! two. One would be justified
in replying to it: “Why not? Why should
not the Torah tell us Lot had flocks and
herds and tents? If we follow your logic
to its conclusion, why should the Torah tell
us arlythn‘lg? Or why shouldn’t it?”” In his
zeal to deal: solc]y with the text, our stu-
dent has forgotten to look for the all im-
portant contradiction.
- Although 'he already has three strikes
against him, our weary student returns to
the text for another try. Fatigued with
locking at the same verse, he lets his eyes
wander over the page noting the verses that
follow and those that precede. And then—
he has ic! “Rashi is asking, ‘why does verse
5 state “Lot; who went with Abram,” since
it already told us in verse 1, “Abram went
up out of Egypt . . . and Lot with him"? "
The apparent contradiction is between the
text which appears to be a repetition of
something already stated, and the well es-
tablished principle thar the Biblical text is
not repetitious. Rashi resolves the contra-
diction by explaining that verse 5 is not a
repetition of the travel arrangements of
Abram’s household (which are mentioned
in verse 1), but a statement of the reason
for Lot’s wealth and, as such, not ar all
superfluous,

Our triumphant student is asked how he
finally succeeded. He points out that Rashi's
printed explanation does not follow the
words “flocks and herds and tents,” but
comes. after the phrase, “who went with
Abram.” It suddenly occurred to him that
Rashi must be dealing with this aspect of
the verse, and once he realized that, the
rest was easy.

II

Having succeeded in discovering the un-
derlying method of Rashi’s commentary, we
now proceed to analyze more carefully the
types of textual contradictions with which
he deals.

1. Contradictory statements

The most obvious category of contradic-
tion that has to be resolved is the existence
of two apparently contradictory statements.
The assumption of Divine authorship of the
Torah would preclude the possibility of any
unintentional contradictions appearing in
the text, and to suppose that contradictory
statements were included on purpose would
be absurd. If the information related by
two verses appears to conflict, the verses
must be reconciled.

Example: Seven days shall you ear un-
leavened bread. (Ex. 12:15)

Six days shall you eat unleavened bread.
(Deut. 16:8)

Rashi’s comment in Deuteronomy: “‘Sev-
en from the old crop, six from the new” —
sincs the omer was offered from the new
crop on the second day of Pesach, unleaven-
ed bread made from the new crop could be
eaten thereafter, thac is, for six days, and
the verse in Deuteronomy refers o this.
Exodus 12:15 applies to unleavened bread
made from the previous year's crop which
could be eaten during the entire holiday of
seven days. Thus there is no contTadiction.

1. Grammatical irregularity

A second type of textual contradiction is
between the text and the normal rules of
Hebrew grammar. The assumption is that
every departure from regular grammatical
usage has some significance for understand-
ing the text.

Example: A man shall all fear his mother
and his father. (Deut 19:3)

The subject of the sentence, ish, is sin-
gular; the verb, fira’u, is plural. Rashi’s
comment : “Each and every one of you shall
fear his father and his mother” — although
the subject is singular, it is used in a plural
sense. In an alternate explanation, Rashi
states thar the plural verb includes women
as well as men in the command.

IT1. Orthographical peculiarities

Whenever an unusual spelling that de-
parts from the normal rules of Hebrew
usage is employed, the choice is considered
deliberate and indicates some additional
meaning to be found in the text.

Example: “And the L-rd appeared unto
him (Abram) .. . as he sat in the door of
his tent in the heat of the day.” (Gen.
18:11).

The verb "sat” in the Hebrew text is
spelled with the consonants that indicate
the past tense, but the vocalizatior, of he
word indicates the present. Rashi com-
ments: ‘““As he sat.” Abraham desired 1o
stand up, but G-d said to him: ‘Sit and 1
shall stand’.” Here an orthographical pe-
culiarity signifies an entire dialogue detween
G-d and His faithful servant.

I'V. Contradictions of style

The Torah is written within a particular
literary framework. The dominant charac-
teristics of this style can be condensed into
literary norms that are expected to reoccur
in appropriate circumstances. For purposes
of exegesis, any violation of these norms
can be considered to contradict the Torah's
style and must be explained.

Of the many contradictions of style rep-
resented in the text, only two will be con-
s?dered here.

1. Redundancy. There is no repetition for
the sake of repetition; any apparent redun-
dancy actually adds new dimensions to what
is being related,

Example: Genesis 24 describes Eliezer's
quest for Isaac’s wife. According to verse
10, he “went to Aram-naharaim, unto the
city of Nahor.” Verse 15 relates: “ . ., .
Rebekah came out, who was born to Be-
thuel the son of Milcah, the wife of Na-
hor . . .” Finally, Laban is introduced in
verse 29: “And Rebekah had a brother
whose name was Laban . . ."Then, in chap-
ter 25, where [saac’s generations are detail-

(Continued on page three-8)
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¢d, much of this background information
on Rebekah is repeated: “Isaac was forty
years old when he took Rebekah, the daugh-
ter of Bethuel the Aramean, of Paddan-
aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to
be his wife.” (verse 20) Rashi explains
this apparent repetition as follows: the sec-
ond recounting was intended to “‘declare
her praise, that although she was the daugh-
" ter of a wicked man and the sister of a
wicked man, and her place was of wicked
men, nevertheless she did not learn to fol-
low their evil deeds.”
2. Lack of parallelism;
Parallelism assumes thar the parts of a
literary or conceptual unit, a verse or a
number of related verses, will complement
each other in terms of their structure and
choice of words. In cases where this paral-
lelism is to be expected but is lacking, the
absence has significance which must be ex-
plained.
Example:
Set over yourself a king. ..
Only he shall not multiply horses
to himself. ..

neither shall he mulriply wives
to himself. ..

and silver and gold he shall not multiply
to himself greatly. (Deur. 17:15—17)

The command is uniform in all three
cases except for the third where the verse
adds -the adverb “greatly” to the stereo-
typed phrase “He shall not miltiply to
himself.” Rashi's comment: “‘And silver
and gold he shall not multiply to himself
grearly,” Only sufficient to give to his sol-
diers.”” The Torah could set a limit to the
number of horses a king might possess
(enough for his chariot), and to the num-
ber of his wives (eighteen); but the lack
of parallelism indicates that there is no spe-
cific limit to the silver and gold he may
acquire to support his army, except that the
sum should not be too excessive.

The types of textual contradictions Rashi
treats are not exhausted by this partial
listing.

111

Whar has been outlined in this article
has rather obvious implications for the
teaching of Rashi. At some point in his
studies, a student should fcel confident that
he has sufficiently mastered the technical
aspects of reading Rashi script and is pre-
pared to undertake a more significant anal-
ysis of the substance of Rashi's commentary.
This applies regardless of whether the stu-
denr has sufficient knowledge of Hebrew
to understand all the words Rashi employs.
Adequate translations of Rashi are readily
available and widely used. Understanding
Rashi means knowing why he says what he
does; unfortunately, the ability to translate
a piece of Rashi into English is often con-
sidered the ultimate criterion of ‘“‘under-
standing.” '

There are two discrete factors involved
in learning Rashi: (1) elaborating the gen-
eral principles thar underlie his commen-
tary; (2) applying these principles to any
number of specific comments. Of course, the
procedure may be weversed for pedagogic
reasons, and 2 set of Rashi’s comments can
be analyzed first in order to derive the
principle therefrom. But unless these prin-
ciples are very definitely introduced at some
point in the learning process, no amount of
mechanical drill will enable the student to
perceive Rashi’s commentary as the cohe-
rent, systematic composition that it is.

Biblical exegesis is a science. Each clas-
sical commentator of medieval times ap-
proached his task with a particular meth-
odology. His goal was to explain the Tan-
ach in terms comprehensible to his contem-
poraries ; our goal is to understand what he
was saying. We cannot possibly succeed in
identifying the conceptual framework of the
commentators unless we first recognize the
stylistic framework in which the commen-
taries are written,

Genesis 14: Its Source And Histor

By Barry Levy

The various schools of Biblical criticism
have each claimed that the Torah is ulti-
mately the composite effort of several au-
thors, and this belief has led to their at-
tempts to associate the component parts of
the Biblical narratives with their supposed
authors, Needless to say, there is very little
agreement among the critics themselves as
to the identity of these authors, and each
scholar has a tendency to dissect the texr
in his own favor, and even to rewrite it
when necessary.

It is generally held among critics that
Genesis 14 is a separate literary“unit that

is not to be attributed to the same sources

as the restyof the book. Some scholars be-
lieve that it is a translation of an Akkadian
document that has been incorporated into

the Bible." These notions could be rejected

simply by one’s predisposition to doubt the
authorities who advance it. This article is
an attempt to evaluare the evidence and ar-
rive at an independent conclusion.

Among the reasons propounded for sus-
pecting a different source for Genesis 14
are the following:

1. The setting is international — an un-
common feature in the patriarchal narra-
tives,

2. The language is very similar to what
might be expected of a translation of a
cuneiform document. 2

3. The knowledge of these foreign kings
and their najnes presypposes a more ancient
date for the text than the critics assign to
the book.

4. The déscription of Abraham as that of
a warrior c'hieftain differs from his usual
portrayal as a peaceful nomad.

An analysis of these claims follows.

little more information than is normally,
found.

There are also many linguistic problems'

associated with this chapter. Though treat-
ed in depth by Albright and Skinner, the
most recent effort is Speiser’s, so this latest
approach will be analyzed with the under-
standing that many similar claims are pro-
pounded by the others.*

1. The grammatical construction in
verses 1-2 is difficult, and Speiser claims
that this situation is due to the fact that an
attempt was made to render the Akkadian
inuma {“when”) by the Hebrew rayehi
bemai. This is a logical but weak argument.
The_construction is much more like the
po&cniievice known ds milah olah veyore-
.:I(? Phere a particular word or phrase (in
thiscase the list of the kings in verse 1)
has two uses in the context and is joined
to both the preceding and the following
constructions.”

2. Textual emendations are; often pro-
posed by critics when difﬁcﬁlt}m exist in
explaining various words, but to propose
such- a change ro support a theory of a text’s
origin is circular at best. Yet that is what
Speiser does by suggesting that the word
vayarok (verse 14) might be a mistake for
the Akkadian deki because the r and 4
were confused. Even he admits that such
an explanation is weak.

3. Another phrase, strange in Hebrew
but accurate in Akkadian, is the expression
asu milcllama in verse 2. Yet, assuming

the contents of the entire chapter, or at
least verses 1-12, to be of a commeon source,
it is difficult to explain the use of archu
milchama in verse 8, Why this difference
exists appears unexplainable but it is in-
valid to posit a single foreign source for

LLB

A
DEAD SEA SCROLLS—The di y of
Bible 'in its historical context. '

Speiser is very positive in his statement
that this is the only patriarchal narrative
in an international setting.’ But a closer
look at the contents of Genesis 12 to
49 seems to do all but support such a
statement. Many places exist where con-
tacts with outside countries are mentioned
and Spelser himself admits that the infor-
mation is accurate Among these places
are Abraham’s contacts with his homeland,
his trip to Egypt and encounters with Pha.
rach, the destruction of Sodom and Ge-
morrah, the problems with Abimelek, etc.,
not to mention those of Isaac, Jacob and
Joseph. .

It is apparent that there is no special in-
ternational flavor in Genesis 14, only a

ipts sheds new light on the

the chapter considering such conflicting
evidence.

4. Also of note is the usé of the term”

Avwraham haivri in verse 13." The terof jori,
as explained by Speiser and others, is almost
always used by foreigners in reference to
the Hebrews and not by the Hebrews them-

selves. -But this is no proof that Genesis

14 is of a foreign source, any more than
Genesis 39:14 is. It is a parallel in-
stance where a foreigner refers to someone
as a Hebrew and is quoted as such.

More acute analysis of the linguistic
ramifications of the chapter are unneces-
sary. Let it suffice that several of the fac-
tors in favor of an Akkadian source have
been sumfully disputed or at -least

]

shown to be no better than drcumstantial
" It i5 contended that Abraham's being
pictured as a ‘warrior is not in keep-
ing with the historical - religious motif
of the patriarchal narratives’ This
factor=does stand out, but it is of note that
most of the material in the chapter is about
the battles of the other kings. Of the 24
verses in the chapter, 1-13 deal with the
battles between the kings and only threes
(H-—lﬁ} actually treat Abraham’s tactical
maneuvers and military success. Consider-
ing this, it can hardly be claimed that the
chapter is unusually preoccupied with Abra-
ham’s feats as a warrior chieftain, In addi-
tion, other narratives detail military ex-
ploits of the patriarchs (note the campaign
-against Shechem by Jacob’s sons).
| The only remaining claim for the inde-
pendent source of Genesis 14 is the fact
that a knowledge of the names of the kings
mentioned could not have been common- -
place’at ‘the late date theoretically ascribed
to other sections of the Pentateuch. To be
sure, it seems that the story originated be-
" fore the destructon of Sodom and Gemor-
rah (as it should) and it is possible that
the character- does represent a very old
tradition, transmitted orally or in writ-
ing (or some combination of the two) be-
fore incorporated into the Torah. If, how-
ever, the narrative were of an i.ndependent
source and not related to the other stories
about Abraham, there would be little if
any \contact between Chapter 14 and the
section before and after it, which is not
the case, for the following reasons:
lSQme of the names of the people
nations mentioned are unique
the glepg'raphlcal locations dte not. Thus the
setting is not in a hypothethal, unknown
area but centered in-a known segment of
the country

2. Lot apparently the reason for Abra—
ham’s bccnmmg involved in the incident, is
a common character running throughout
the narratwr:s and serves as a unifying bond
joining|Chapter 14 to the end of Chapt:r
13 and|to Chapter 18 where the story is,
resumed. The intermediate section ‘'dealing
with the covenant and the birth of Ishimael
is the logical continuation of Chapter 14
where Abraham feared retaliation by the de-

" featred tribest, His death would have meant
the end of a penple, whereas the covenant
and Ishmael signify cpmtual and physu:al
continuation.

3. The lend of Chaptcr 14, acccp ecl by
many as the hlghllght of ‘the event, is typ-
ical of the!moral values depicted ‘through-
out the patriarchal narratives and serves as
another umfymg factor.

Thus it may be seen that in sp:tc uE the

((‘nmmum’ on page foar\-S)
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- PAGE FOUR-S

THE COMMENTATOR

* Leibowitz On Religion And .State

- (Continued- from page one-§)
apparently does not devote much real con-
cern to them altogether. a

For the future (if there is any) of Ju-
daism in Israel is, after all, in the hands

" ‘of the “religions” Jews. Leibowitz’s crit-
. icism of this group contains some of his
most daring and important ideas.

To begin with, as should be evident by
now, Leibowitz’s firm belief is thar mitz-
got can work. (This is precisely whar is
meant by Jewish convictior.) “Religious
education (i.e. the training of a religious

- personality) has in it a great strength —
greater than in all attempts to influence a
person’s conscience;: intentions, attitudes or
feelings — because there is somerthing re-
volutionary abour it. It is a fact that those
things which are. revolutionary and oppo-

- sirional, or appear as such, have great edu-

- .cational appeal. Conservative education is
very. difficult, whereas revolutionary educa-

_ tion is easier because it increases the worth
of man in his'own eyes in requiring him to
create a new world in opposition to the old

" one. Nature and kalacha — these are two
antitheses. Nature'is the world of givens, as
such, without meaning and purpose. The
halacha represents control over the givens
of nature insofar as they act upon man...
VWhoever accepts upon himself the yoke of
Torah and mitzvor is nor accepting the

world as it is, bur rather he is taking upon
himself the creation of a world, and this is
a revolutionary task... This is the power
and greawness of religion as halacha — that
it takes the person out of the world of nat-
ural necessity. into the-world of choice and
willful digection... Only the divine com-

“mand, Whith s nor dependent on human
nature and is not fitcted 1o the fulfillment
of his material needs and psychological in-
. clinations, has the power to liberate man.”

It is thercfore legitimate to speak of the
historical conditioning of kalacha — not in
terms of satisfying the human needs of the
times, but in terms of simply being “educa-
-tionally” relevant to the times. A mitzvah
which is not relevant is one which has lost
its “revolutionary” aspect and is reduced to

*: the level of mere sport.

.. The crisis facing Jewry in Israel stems
“from the fact that almost the entire hala-
chic tradition which has been inherited is
irrelevant to the Israeli situation. All the
religious elements (bar one) refuse to re-

. cognize this fact and instead prefer to live
with  an impossible contradictiod which
makes hypocrites of them all.

The following quote should summarize
one basic aspect of the problem: “Religious
-+ Jewry has' remained tied to a certain his-
- torical crystallization of the halacha which
for the pasc 2500 years {as far back as the
second Temple period, and of course the
Diaspora period) has calculatingly been in-
tended for-the reality of an absence of na-
tonal autonomy and responsibilities of state.
‘The world of behavior, life patterns, be-
liefs and feelings, sanctified by this crystal-
.. lized kalacka, is founded on a religious phi-
* ‘losophy of history which assumes that only
in the distant past (as revealed in the light

“ of legendary idealizations) were matters of

nation and state a part of the religious .

-reality, and that only in a utopian world in

* .the hypothetical future will these matters

revert back to the realm of halacka. In the”
_meantime—which in facr constitutes all of
. actual history — Jewish people have no.

-state functions from a religious point of
view and the Jew has no -obligations or
duties as a citizen. This assumption is the
basis and precondition for all the patterns
of behavior and thought which religious
-JewTy continues to sanctify to this very
- da}'.,!

The historical necessity of relinquishing
its authority’ over broad political issues
forced the kalacka to turn inward, so to
speak. This strengthened the notion that the

private, personal sphere is more crucial to
education and character development than
the sphere of society and the state. Now,
such an assumption may have been appro-
priate or valid in the past, but “the essence
of the great revolution in the modern world,
whicn began about 150 years ago, and whose
force grows stronger every day, is that pub-
lic matters — state, society, economy —
have raken control over the personal spheres
of the individual... The job 2 man does,
the ‘way he works, studies, or thinks, the
ideas he acquires about the world, his whole
I¥ eltanschauung — none of these things
depend upon Aim.” In the old.days, “one
could withdraw into one's own personal
world and disregard what took place out-
side. Today this is impossible and out of
the question. From the moment he is born,
a person is caught in a vast network of col-
lective problems: politics, economy, society,
science, technology.” Consequently, if reli-
gion is to be an effective educational force,
it ought to shifr itself to that sphere which
actually determines the way men live their
daily lives.

The crucial question is whether the reli-
gious Jews of Israel will ever make such a
move. The problem is that there is abso:
lutely no precedert within the rradition (as
we know it) for making such a decision.
This is not to say that there is no hope
(though I suspect Leibowitz is becoming
more pessimistic on this point) ; it is rather
to say that a certain daring or boldness is
required on the part of the religious com-
munity.

The problem of religion and state may
be reduced to the following radical ques-
rion: “Is society [the state] a religious
problem?” 'We find no definitive answer to
this question in our halachic tradition. It
may well be that our religion is neutral
to the questions of state, just as it is neutral
to many pragmatic questions (for example,
just how one oughr to build a bridge)
where efficiency seems to be the only crite-
rion. If then our answer to the guestion is
negative, we are forced into the position of
th: N'turei Karta who disregard entirely
the existence of the state. The condition of
exile, for them, constitutes part of our reli-
gious obligations until the Messiah comes.
The N'turei Karta stand in a legitimate
stream_of opinion regarding the state, and
do so consistently.

The remainder of religious Jews in Israel
are inconsistent and stand in no legitimate
stream. If they reject the N'turei Karta

position, they ought to have the courage
and integrity to rake the alternative stand.
That is, they should recognize the state as
a rcligious problem, and stop reducing reli-
gion to a state problem.

The implications of such a position are

ORTHODOX JEWRY IN ISRAEL:
a monumental challenge.

facing

made quite clear by Leibowitz. In the case

‘of shabbat, for example, religious laws

should be proposed making it obliga-
rory (not simply and cheaply “permitted”
through some loophole) thar all work ne-
cessary for the upkeep of a twenrieth cen-
tury state be dane by Jews, without distin-
guishing berween the religinus and non-
religious. The present situation is such rhar
the “religious” Jews have made themselves
a parasitic secr within Jewry. In fact, they
encourage this rrend in all their political
maneuverings,

Leibowirz is referring ™ the way in
which religious parties in the government
see it as their duty to defend the interests of
religious Jews at the expense {religiously
and other wise) of the remainder of the
population. The non-religious Jew is being
made the “shabbos goy” of the religious
sect. The religious parties d¢ facto demand
thar the majority of Jews desecrate the Sab-
bath in working for various public utilities
and services which are of equal benefir to
the nbservant popularion. They demand that
voung men of the religious sect be exempt-
ed from army service in order to study in
yeshivat: while the remainder of Jews
should serve in the army and consequently
should not spend those vears in yeshivot.
The double standard is especially glaring in
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the way they would vote in favar of mili-
tary training for girls in general, even
though they consider it unacceptable on
moral grounds when it comes to drafting
religious girls.

“The initiative required to get out of the
present situation can come only from the
religious Jews, and this initiative means: a
reinterpretation of halacha. The reinter-
preted halacha will serve two functions.
For religious Jewry, it will be a final lib-
eration from its stance and conception of it-
self as a sect, and a revolutionary change-
aver into a force which will ﬁghl. for the
opportunity to mold the Jewish nation and
Jewish State. And it does not matger if this
struggle takes years, or generations, or cen-
turies, or even eternity. For perhaps the
Torah, because of the very fact that it is
divine, cannor be fully actualized by man;
and by ‘fulfillment of the Torah,’ we mean
nothing more than man's eternal struggle
to ulfill dr. ..

“For the state as well, this reinterpreted
aalacha could play a cenrral role in rescu-
ing ‘it from its spiritual crisis; for it will
lead ro a confrontation with the historical
contents of religious Judaism, appearing not
as the interests of a sect, but as a program
for molding the state. This would be a
healthy thing. for what we are lacking to-
day is a real struggle between religion and
the state. .. The problem of religion in the
State of lsrael has not properly been raised
to this day.”

As was mentioned at the outser, Leibo-
witz's conception of Judaism and his ideas
on religion and state are clasely related on
many levels, and the points of contact may
be wviewed from various perspectives. Far
example, his awareness of a strong, non-
religions Jewish culture in the state of [s-
rael undoubtedly forces him to express
himself radically and polemically on the
question of religion versus humanism.
Working in the other direction, his demand
that religious Jews refrain from trying to
“collaborate™ with the basically secular
state grows out of his belief that authentic
value sysrems must be exclusive, and thev
cannot be reduced to means fer other ends.
A full critique of Yeshavahu Leibowiiz
would lead ro countless problems in philo-
sophy, the interpretation of Jrwish history,
the nature of halacha, and so on The great
value of his theories is thar they raise these
issues with such force and coherence. It
only remains for other concerned individ-
uals and groups to begin facing some of
these very urgent problems which lie at the
care of perhaps the greatest ¢risis now fac-
ing Judaism.

‘Genesis 14: Its Source And History

{Continued from page three-S)

- supposed proofs to the unique history and

subject matter of Genesis 14, the chapter
is in reality in keeping with the basic char-
acteristics of the narratives in Genesis and
the only slightly strange phenoimenon is
the detailed list of kings. This list, coupled
with the fact that such a large proportion
of the chapter deals with the kings' battles
(not Abraham’s) may be an apology for
Abraham’s going against his peaceful nat-
ure, for only in the wake of such troubles
and personal problems would he go to war,
. Regardless of the material acknowledged
as the literary source of Genesis 14, the
historicity of the major personages is of pri-
mary importance. Positive identification of
these people and their military encounter -
would provide a very strong proof for the
dating of Abraham as well as an important
link in the general history of the Dead Sea
area,

But recent studies tend to regard the
question of identification as unresolved, ver
‘do not deny its authenticity. Though Al-
bright still maintains the early nature of
the history (nineteenth century B.C.E.,
Speiser is in favor of a later date, but no

&

later than the middle of the second mille-
nium B.C.E. In either case, the claims are
based on the information in the chapter
which is historically accurare and very
plausible.

In spite of the historicity of the text,
it is stll impossible to identify any of the
kings through extra Biblical sources. It
seems improbable even to consider the
major Near Eastern rulers, since they would
hardly waste their time and effort in such
a distant and relatively unimportant con-
test. Yet most of the Biblical names are
linguistically possible. The Hebrew form
Amraphel may be Amorite or Akkadian;
Arioch is found in Mari and Nuzi as Ar-

" riwuk and Ariukki, and Tidal is probably

related to Tudhaliya, a name of Anatolian
origin.*

In conclusion it may be stated that his-
torical, archaeological and linguistic inves-
tigations relevant to the positive identifica-
tion of the source of Genesis 14 and the
people and places therein are not sufficient-
ly advanced to suggest a solution to these
perplexing problems. The notion that the
text is a late forgery is hardly tenable in
view of the many archaisms present,- but

Speiser's suggestion of a cuneiform source
is also weak. It may rather be assumed that
this chapier, though in some ways slightly
different from the other patriarchal narra-
tives. artained its present form in the same
way that the rest of the Torah did. Thus
Genesis 14 represents a tradition which
is historically valid and we lack only cer-
tain small bits of evidence for conclusive
scientific clarification.
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