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Singer And Fre~ud, Sexuqlity And"Judai~im 
: ; .. ·, .·· . . 

By Lawrence Kaplan 

In an interview I had with the noted 
Yiddish writer, I. B. Singer several years 
ago, he compared himself to the Biblical 
prophets in 'adhering to a pessimistic view 
of life, in his belief that · the evil residing 
both in the world and in man outweighs 
the good. He went , on to _ say that such 
an outlook characterizes Judaism as ·:1· 
whole, in contrast to C~ristian:ity: 

' Judaism · is • more pessimistic than 
Chrlst.ianity; All one has to do to be 
saved is to; believe. In Judaism bee. 
lief is not enough. One has to obey 
the 1a~. '. · 

While it is misleading and dangerous 
to reduce any writer's works to a sin.gle -
t)leme nevertheless, SingCT's pessimistic, 
tragic view of . life that secs man · and 
the world at large as prey to demonic 
forces, and regards th~ law both as a 
terrible burden I and a terrible ' necessity 

. With _~n, (jf ~crib~ the great 
mari • shall attain'· ends that • the 

. w~~(•; ~~!>!~ ~ . ~!rf :~:tf· 
/. 

co!llll1unity as· a desire for fr.eedom 
• . , · may spring from tile remains of 
their original personality : which is · 
still untamed by. civilization:_ and may 
thus· .bcoome the basis- in •· them of 
hostility to : civilization. · The urge . for 
freedom; therefore, is directed ;igainst 
particular forms and demands of 
civilization or . against civilization al­
together: 1 

One of Singer's novels and several of 
his short stories portray traaitional Jew­
ish .society in a state of full rebellion .a­
:gairist the· restrictions that Rabbinic Ju­
daism imposes upon full: unbridled ,in­
dulgence ·. of 'man's instin.ctual( demands_ • . 
In his . novel Saum in GMtry he depicts · 
a typical Polish-Jewish to~ught up 
in the frenzy : of the -Sabbatian heresy, 
the major revolt in medieval times against 
halachic Judaism, . What gives his i:ic:ivel · 
its great f<>rce Js th_e very delicately an\! 
sensiHvely balanced -~ectic at worlc . in . 
'Singer's a_rtistic visio~ ~er conveys to 
us in a very-, dii:ect m:upi.~ .the inherent 
attractivenes~, of· Sabbatianism, He is ac> 

drive for total sexual gratification, a dri~e 
which must - inevitably • be at the expense 
of all ethical, religious, ~cietal · norms, a 
drive which is ultimately ... self-defeating 
since . it is life, -reality, itself · and not mere­
ly society and its la;ys which impose lim­
its onthe total gratification of .ajan's in-. 
stini:tual needs. In th:: ·story T-he Gentle­
man from. Cracow, the ·wealthy "gentle­
man" who leads the pious townsfolk into 
uncontrollable orgiastic activities; ani his 
accomplice, - the .'local town whore, · tum . 
out to . be no~e other. tha~ Satan.· and Li-. 
lith thcniselves. ' - . . 

In one iof his recent . ·stories, Bloqd, · 
Singer ( again lilce Freud)' links sexualit}'._ 

utdy aware ,;f the limits that an ordered ' .. 
structured religious cominucity with its' 
complex and : intricate . 'halachic nonn ' . 

-;~~=.:1£~~•-· 
·man _ can -experience as being constricting, 
even stifling. Sabbatianisni, then, in.so-' , .< 
fa~ 'as it- affirms a full life of the senses,. :·· 
can; in .a certain sen~; be seen as life~· 

that, contra Christianity, can ~ol· ~ · :::~~,:~~;e~•;:p~~iip:::: • 
dispensed with, pervades, _colors an ;Ins makes us.a~ of the -frightening ~e,; 
tqgether a major portion of his li~erary - . quences o( $\icg ~-_ instinctual•.-revo_ It, of 
output. . . : . - . d . cL '- • • _._ 

L how ,the ~os an "':'army , ,..nicu re-
PCThaps it would : be helpful it we suit . from ihe dissolution of. ·a -religio!:15ly 
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c1oes·itot p~ume ~o jlJdglAt tlie'zio~el's 
end aU that we ciin l>ec ~ · i>fds that 
Y asha_ will nev~ be . rid of . his . doubts 
and, temptations. · . · . . ' : 
i ICcivilization is · always in danger_ of 
bteiling ·down · as 'a result o(~an'!! iUu­
sion that he can transcend the path · of 
subE1nination the opposite d:ciger is pre-

. sent , as . wdl. _ SiQger . .is · unhappily;- aware 
. of how. man's' controllm,g -h~ instinctual 
' drives• in conformity with the requirements 
of a i:ultural_ or religious. order mar ~m· 
into total . repression. Sucli repression also 

. has-~oriic comequen~ In .orie ci(Sing­
er's\ ~ost -f~ghtening arid boiri!ying :stor-

_· ies, Black_ Weddmg~tbe _demonic .-poss~ 
sion· that seizes · the ; Hassidic ,;heroine" i\ 

. bears· all the. features 'of a chronic sekal 
hysteria · that could. only · r6ult ,fri:n:il 'ji. · to­
tal r~i>ression ·of the body<and . a '°g1oomy 
withdrawal ·_• from . Hfe, that .·. iit.-, Singer's 
view characteriz~ some Hassidk · courtS 

' in -'their . decline; ._ In ·• a silJiila·r •· v~in, in •· one 

:~lis~:i:ghi: as_Ii;::,.try. ~::ge,cn_r:!,,,w,; _
0
(·~~~ and ethical{y_ ~tnJctured : sodei:y ,isu1ti~ 

.,, matdy riot life~cing-Jmt lif'~nega- . , . 
advertant, , of course) on F~d's ~roili- ting. : .' ; _ . _ . __ . : , ,;, 

~t:ati~: t: i:;:n;;:~i:;r reu_d br::.t ~tgi:~:}\;;n;;~n~t~~~e:a:~ , tr~ta;::~t~{~le~lo:::ry~. ;::f ~:, -! r ~;:t::~t!;:~;~~p;ti:.tJ~:7k 

Civilization impos~ • .•. great ~~ri- ·total satisfaction, they beconre demonic in as an illustration of_' a, K:ibbalistic com" . the :inte~ests of .· the ·intell~al .. life . l,ias 
fices not only on man'.s sexuality but nature. This demonic imagery, which has ment that' the 'commandmbt '.'Tliou shJt ' , cut ·,himself off fri>~ all signin~fhhman 
on his aggrcssivity. ; .' It)s harif for . beciimca·:Singci- trade-inark, apart from . not commit 'adultery'' foli6ws ·,immedui:t~ly c{intact is_iJ,I~ to -rid hfuisd.Cohhc phys:· 
him to be_ happy in tl,ai: civiliz~tion. .its literary, effectiveness (I am temp_ted upon th~ commanilmeri~ "1)i'ou shalt n.ot. ca.i ailments ·and .cmotioitafgioiini ~hich 
Lifact primitive man · was bett~r off .··. to -believe Sing~r .is an intima~ acquaint- kil/-'.' since;th~ !11s~fot bl9~d and the l11~t pla~e him . only ~hen .. in . his_ ···dedlnin'k 
in Icnowing'?iio : • restrictions . ot in- ali\:C of the, demons he so • vividly brings for flesh . are mtunately' linked, In this, days" he µtarries· ail : ignotapt biit very 
!\,tine~ : To counterbalance th~, his to life )reflects , the oft-stated belief that . tale,'. a Once pious J ewi~~ 'niatron after hav- open . and downct~eaith . shopkeeper; . 

. . prospects of ,enjoying .this;,-~~es(". _thesi! anarchic d~truFtive_ forces are n~t : ing sought total gratifkation of these 1~ .. DesPcite 1us_· ii_;ask ' ~o..imj;_m; Sing& 
. · - --Jor . anyJeiigtl1'. 'of'."'.time·7V.ere . . v.ery~~;{.$.:·· ch~log1tal .,n n_3:~re ~ut _coslJIIC . (an attempt ~hich proves fruitless) turns woroa. __ u1_d __ d _can·_.·_a.P __ peabe.r_.wa.·t_!; __ .edbeli __ ;_)X~_- · ___ the·· =· ":.tit __ .hae; narro_ .. _,._ lairnw_, 

, _slende:. Civilized man -~ :excliangcd_· :• ~.:. . .. ~h\i~\~!b:~m~µn,ty !5 ~r- into : ;i werewolf. <. · / •· ·. _ _ · . . . ""' .oexw . 
'. a portion of'.)iir-pS""ssil,it~t1es .... o£'1iap=· ... ,.-n~sly-,s1tuat'ea~--~~ld1~ttq;!•}e ' and . . . . Even ~e pi~us . Jew who succ~_ in that ~an finds . 011 cither "sidi At tiirles 
piness . fo,r _a portion ' of se~unty .. · . __ ;Ja'n(!~~fo~es::.:.Th_e- &cl1cate! ''te/ll!2._~ ,::,;CD!l!<:i?~ liis instinctual desir_es and sue~ ·. · he -h~ been criticized for ~ : ~tivc 
-i:iie libc_~, of; the _indiVldual IS no fabnc_of·cvihzat\On- .~ ~}ways .in danger ''.ieufu11y;;~~ ... IR..E~~ within the hal- "~em~ni':'_po~Y.31 ,of J~h i:onun,unal 
gift 0£ cvil1zatlon .' , . The .develop- of , bemg torn a~rt, SJilce Smger s~~ ·: ach,d-disci~1_~,n..!!ver ·be-ricLof..the and mdividi& J#e •. ~eve,rth~ess ~me 
ment .. of, civilization .. imposes .. restric- .. ·. man!s erotic ·-_libidinal.' dnye; _as the . ~ost ·. _· innl~ / temptation--Ctt,.-!~break .. out.Uietj,. . of his roost ·powetful,. ,vorlc ,~ pc,sitive .. ht 
tions on it and justice demands that powerful of his instinctual ilnves he tends . is a: constant '. e1fcirt; a amsunntruggte:""•""'ttature;.: When ; Smger -describes· the reta. 
no one . shall ~pc . these ,restrictions; )o identify demqnic ngures and demonic In 'die 'erid ."of The Magician ( of Lublint•~tiom~:J;i~-:~aa,&-·. and Wanda• in ': 
What ~alces : it~f felt- in ~--hu;;;~n . activi~. ~itli -:in 'un)>ridled, uncontrolled ,Ya~lu(M~,,;a free-thirucii;,g, free:li~ ·-.• -the ;first part 'o~~'-,"" that ~:the ·. 

· ._ in_ .. _ ~~ci ____ :_an __ · w ___ ho. ·-_·_ h,as_·_ . _un_ <I;_ ~one a ~-pm- tual ___ ,_·_. , --~der_ l~ .a)Uple mi~lr-~or-.. ~-_ _;. •._ ----~~_ .. _ ._;"::>'­
cnsIS .at the. drastic deCJS1on that m order , . mtenstty and urgency of -fus~ej;_,•ts'. , 

,. ~~!~~~[j£ '.l!l~ffl:l~l!if. 
· ··- ·· . · -~:,{-:::;:~~. ' • ~ough(.but' delusio11I Memories,, fantasies . this 'full.bodied · .'and .• higlily \ charged\'at~ • ·~;,:-:=~~~~~:~"-~=:_ g~?.=:~.tt-: p:~;$ .. t·s 

:-;~: :' ·•••."'· · '-'•··':c\.·.~ : i""i·< 



PAGE TWO THE · COMMENTATOR 

. .am. . The ·_Hart, Schafiner,_ -& · to enter into the. heritage for 
.Marx bit h;is · $t helped me· . which they yearned, not always 

. much in that respect. . aware of their yearning. Then 
Sincerely, · , there are other writers,· such as 
Saut. Bellow · Meyer Levin, who found their 

Frank 
To the Editor: 

As ·you surely know, you have 
posed a formidable question, and 
·I really don't know how onc...can 
· answer it short of an almost end-

.. .. less discussion. · But it does' seem 
· 'to me that never before ha~c we 

had so much, and so well written 
'-:-and• indeed, so revealing-writ­
.ing · that . can come under the 

· headini "American J cwish litera-
ture;" The writers · seem to be 
divided into two groups, A: Jew­
.ish writers who write of Jewish 

· subjects; and B: Jewish :writers 
,,who write of glj!leral · subjects 
· which may include those of spe­

cilic -Jewish interest. 
The first group is .larger than 

• • , it . has ever been, and approaches 
: T_o the ,Edi~or: ~ • .· •u~ produce Jewish books. an honest and genuine _desire to 

. . < ,I . don t <!~ being a Jew- . Nothing could be .. fhther from probe to the roots that ha.ve not 
\ ish wtjtcr,; . beausc, -~ter all, I the truth, and L dislike the inti- altogether marked it in earlier 
··· am a Jew and I . am a writer. mation of• scheming and collu• years. In ~y own case 1 had to 
< Yet .I am not greatly satisfied . sion noticeable ,in recent articles . write several books •before I found 
· with the category of .Jewish wri- on . the isubject' of the · "Jewish myself writing (arid with a pas­
. tcr.: It ~ me to be the in- . Writer." The Jewish public · is ·sion I bad not realized existed 
: vcnrion of critics' and journalists: . und~dably pleased by our aJ>c . in me) in The Deed of~ Jrn'ish­
i It... is prti)iabli significant that pearancc. ·It lioJXS, however, to Israeli milieu. . Perhaps others 
: my generation of Jews has prO" be .. '.'well represented." Sometimes havdourid their cxperientb. simi-
; dticed so -many Jewish writers; it seems to expect us tc provide lar: assimilated J~ in a 'world 

• i but we make a . r.atb~r ood . as- good public relationsi. for the As they never made, they h~d to 

: element quickly. 
Freud, the establishment of Is­

rael, the .tune and temper of the 
Israelis,· a growing honesty, a 
mounting disenchantment with 
what was once sacred in middle­

. cl~ ·America, the arriv:il. of sec• 
ond, third and fourth · generation 
Jewish .Americans ( to use a wret­
ched tenn)-all these have played 

. an important role in bringing a• 
bout the kind of excellent writ­

. ing we now have from Jewish 
, writers writing on Jewish, or in­

volving Jewish, themes. The pro~ 
. lem is, I thinlc, .. not to find our­
~ves engu~ed · by a writing 

. that increasingly echoes itself; . 
and also, not · to find ourselves 
lying in a lcind . of Jewish con­
fessional of self-hatred and such 
self-awareness that it becomes, as 

j ,ve Jm·ow, all too familiar. · 
Time will work it out . 
But I feel that much of our · 

Jewish writing.;....,our most sensi-
. tive and revealing- comes from 
the pens of J cwish writers. · 

·. If you find anything in thess . 
· random observations of any use .: 
to. you, you are welcome to then,. ·. 

Good luck on your project. 
Sincerely, 
Gerold Frank 

Uris . sortment I · f~ at "times .that merican ' Jcwish COIIWunity. Such .swim about and familiarize them­
Malarnud, Roth; and lare brack- expectations often have the con- selve; completely with the non­
etcil together like Hart, >5chafil trary result . Writers ~re a ' balky .. Jewish waters . and airs about . To the Editor: · · 
net· & 'Mui.· And sometimes we-Jot. In general I ao not enjoy be~ thera; ~. having achieved some . . In answer ~o your query, in 

; ~~·by.hostile' opinion .. of ·· iilg told what i am. I am trying kind of peace in that world, they my opinion, most of the literature 
:\ havirlg set up . shop tqgether:to '. ratlie; hard to 'find out what I were able,, less selkonsciously, . emanating from . Jewish writers 

· .. Conte'!J'porary ;in,eri~an-/ewish Literature 
· .. ·. . . .. IIJ Noah Baer .· . . .. . . . ''f:Icre we see writers , who claim· to have overcome their Jew-

• ·•·· . .. The ~t. act of anyone sc;tting o~t to create oider ·OUI: . jshness yet feel the need t<;> exhume the corpse imd "go one 
· of) chaqs i~·to gain a broad·'vicw ·of'the situation and'.take · ~ore r<)Unduto pro".'e theu, freedom ("Thdady do~h pro­

.,: ,;for01tc1ry. pne :of :two step~ can ?1en ?e _takert: Either ~o~e . t~t to~ much_ methmks"). ~Orman_ Pod!ioretz, .. edito~ of 
·, can . try .to squeeze .aU the little p1cces·mto a predetermined Co,mmentary, _1s ~ne such writer. H1~ attttu~c t? Judaism, 
_ .. order-,..the Procrustean bed ~echni~e-or one can m_a~r,l ~s presented_ m h1~ ' recent book Ma_king. l .t! ~s-. di. scus_sed by 

_whatever one has and try to mduebvely create somethm or- Joe. J_'elushkin. Bernard M~lamud 1s a ~r1ter o( this type 
· otht¥:~e eclectic method. . and his- hang-ups are. pr~sented- by Stl:l1'e. Sadowsky. 
~ : The topic of this supplement is "Contemporary Amen-. ·. -~other interesting gro~p conta_ins. those authors ':"ho 
l . can-Jewish· Literature." Somebody must lfuow what that . presen_t:dramiis on the mea~g of hf:, played out. agamst 
:· · ·.· 1·· ··· th. h. · I •d·d. : I' · · · l · · D a. Jewtsh backdrop.' Here we find Judaism. represenbng man 

means. once . oug t . 1 , m not sure any onger . . oes .•th ·an· · .. h· .·.f a·· • ·.. d· .. • · h .J d · . · · l ' · b ' th . .. ..1 __ c f ·11._•_ ·. · · J · ·· h · - · · h h .. . wi 1s .· .ra bes an tnump s. u a1sm no onger is ut . 
• c .. = o .nwc:ncan- CWIS wntcrs contain t ose w o are . • · . . · I b.. . • . . ..h·c1· f · · · • · · th th , · ,·., .. J. •sh: d · .. · ·1 ·h • · ·th · · h ·. ,;epresents. t ecomesa .. ve I e .ortransm1ttmg eau ors . 

·t : .!!WI . an wnte on non- eWis .. topics or osc w o are _ . . . " rty· ,, B · · H . - • . di . Eli w· · l' .- .J cwisli: and write . only on Jewish i:opi~r oft~r some- .~1ews o1?' - rea I • ' • ru~ orw1t~ scusses . e iese s 
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outside of Israel is too filled 
with self-depreciation, self-pity 
and with ghetto mentality. I hope 
that the rebirth of the State of 
Israel, and particularly the recent 
Six-Day War, will make future 
generations of Jewish authors re­
spect themselves and their rights 
to life. 

Sincerely, 
Leon Uris 

Woult 
To the Editor: 

Imaginative and critical writ­
ing by Jewish Americans just ' 
now is varied,· copious, and fash­
ionable. To· judge it as literature 
is hard. Certainly. this outpouring 
lacks Jewish specific gravity. It 
does not compare. in this resp,,ct 
even to the "free" writings 9f 
19th century Yiddishists. This re­
Beets de-cuhuration; the price we 

paid •for a·. plunge from one con• 
tinent to another, and into the 
industrial age. 

American Jewish writing n6w 
sensitively reflects general mental 
and social currents from year . to 
year, in an almost journalistic 
way. It is nervously smart and 
alert. If Americim Jewry .revives 
its folk 01!~, · J)Cf'hapsC tlrrough ­
their growing · ties· with Israd and 
the iqtensifying life there, the 
next stage of its: literature'· may 
p:-ove authentic and lasting. But 
what it is doing now in letters 
has evoked th~ general respect of 
intellectuals, here and abroad. As "·.··nm·•· ·.es· ? D · •·.t· •. dud nl ·th ·. c · h .. · ·.t.·. · • .. E g1··1 h :.. .. role-castmg of Judaism. m the. theatre of the .absurd. Law-.•.. • . oes .. .1 ID_ . e o y os w o wn e m .. n s o. · . Ka 1 ·d· · - I B s· ,- . · · f ·1 d · · · 

' .... a1s .. ·····.th. ·· -"- ·.·· .. •t · · .. Yiddi· · . . h ... ·M· t· ·· Arn .· .J .. ·-if. rence. pan 1scusses .. . mgers castmg .o u a1sm mto , o ose wuo wn e ID 1, s I us an . . encan- eWI:i,.u .. the su ere 
O 

: ' · · · · ,: . . 
anthqr-deal with the American experience or can he deal with .· P · g · . · . . • . . . · 

. a community. ai:lli~ement, it must 
be called brilliant. 0 

. '. the Israeli arid European? Docs an American-Jewi'sh writer · ·. . Novels P;esent~gJ;w1shpeopI.e working Out their fate 
. : have tO: be borri in America? Is everybody an American~Jew- agamst aJew1s~ s~tting can ~e cons1der.eda fol.!rth subclass. 
i_ isli writer? br is nobody? · · · · · · .The: best_ ~o~ boo~· of this ~e come. :from the I!en o( 

...,. __ ! 

· . · .<. · ~·. : .. . '-:' · .. . , . . ,. · · . . · . • . .Leon Uns. His relabon to Judaism and his apprehension of . 
. ,. · .. :: :.1~ w-e atte~pLto lind the l?west ~.mmon d~nornmator its spirit is the topic of an. analy:sis by Mo~ris:. Whitcup. 
_; amo~"tli~e ~ters called Amencan-Je~.sh, ;we ~d a b~ck- .· .· . The final type of America~ewish writlng explored by 
:: ground w!ni:h }!1 some loo~e. term can be called Jewish. Wit~- this supplement is the confrontation literature: What happens 

. : O!]t . rec:y~11g mto detenmntsm, we can; safely ~ay that this . when · a traditional J cw has his "mind :blow.n" by . rriodern 
' bf,qand ltas __ to a .- greater or .lesser, ; ex~nt : ~olor«:d the . secularism? For an ~nalysis of this question, we , tµrn to-; 
~ ,yntmgn~f ~~e ~utho;s- ~e~er _th~ WJ'.'lter IS Jrymg to . C:haim Potok' who disCLisses the scope and meaning of his 
' -libei:ate-hin:isclf•frqm his upbnngmg, discu~s ,the ~ssenfe of best-selling,rlovel, Th'e Chosen.' 

reality or make some sense · out of the J e:w1.sh experience, : : · . ,,. · . • · . • : . · - . • .. ·. • · · . ·ru· · · ··b·al · •· · ·t · · ·.th Ji'd · · tru· d ·ts· l .. . f. · It • .· t . When plannmg this supplement, we approached several 
.·. s 1m ·encoun er. W1 · U a1sm lD CS 1 e • IS o .. th · b . . . th· · .. · · · . th · · · ·w· k d,~h ·thi • .' T ·h . 'tha. • t . · · · ·• · cL: , · ' · • · • · au ors te> o tam e1r opm1ons on e topic. : . . e as . e :,..,em. 

s masru:: u we respon ""Wh .d· · · • ·. , .. ·d · · b ·h · · · d · · 1 · · f · .... · . · · .. . · .. ·. ' · . ·• · .... , • · _ ... : .... ,, . ,·, ... . ~ .. • .. at . o ··you .cons1erto e .t ea1msan goas,o con~ " 
·. . . It ;shon!d be: possible to use : ~IS denomm:1-~or t~ ,drv,de ... temporary Ami:ri'can;.R~ish literature?'', ( Maybe they knew . 

our ~ters D?:tO sub~oups on their r~sponses .~~ ·'H~'f back-: what:·was ,meaht by _the" ro.pic I) · .. Twelve; letters were! sent out ; 
. grounds •• Horv~~r, . smcc .•· :vexyonc . views .:through . . di~cre~t . a.nd nine .. responses . were .received . .. Only fotir ·.authors had .• 

. ·. ey,e~, "!'e m~ s~css the :~bJeet1v~ no~e presented by Milton. s ame to ans~~r th~ q1Jcry. (A:ctually, three spi:>ke on the topie .. · 
~;itan mPar;qdise LoSf . The ~d 1s. its own place, ~?d m '_a~d: one spoke~ on our question.) These_ .!our responses are 
itself can mal:e a Heave~ of Hell, 1a HeU of. Heaven . •. · presentedm this supplement; ..... ·. . . . 
.. _ Pe~haps thf most 'intt:res~g j grouping' cor:itains those . . . In concluding, l ! would like to thank the authors -for . 

·•· ·• .. writers known as thel'new iiitc;llectuals''~those'(most alien~ .i:heir time and dfort/Gary, Schiff for :his patience and guid-. • . 

Sincerely, . 
Herman Wouk 

OJ}Je ~utatnr 
Gary Schlffl Editor-In-Chief 

Uterary • Magazine 
Edlied by Noah Baer 

. . i . . 

Lrwrar,ce ' &plan, YC '65, 
obtained his M.A. in history 
·froin Harvard. 

. Noah. &Jn. '69 majors in 
· philosophy • . 

. s,~"n. Sad~Jky is a YC 
j~ in mathematics. 

.. Bnu:e HOTWi~ a philo ma­
•jor, is in his third year at YC • 

. ·. ~ : ;· .. '• . .. . . .. 
Monfa Whitcup, '69 is with 

the ~ology ,department; 

·• J9Ji!P.h T el,iihl#n is a sopho~ 
iµore !µstory ,llllljor. < . · · ' 

- · .. ··.. ted.,,0 from~ things-Jewish~ yet daiming~ to know them best: ance, and Dr; Wohlgelerntei: · for his assistance. · · .: . · . ; ;- . 
. - . . . . . ---------------' 
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< . ··: ' , . ~ -·r\ ·.-
. , r·., ··cc~ntbuuil from .fage '. 11rr~e> . 

C: Ii&;·.·. the ·univmal love of inanlind is 
; their d:aty. . . •'. •' . . 
. 0 i Combiriin}; "ali ' three basic th~re­

.. . cf emptive' su.fimng, the reconciliation . hf a . 
~ · okn•s past .:aiuiprcscnt, and the scarclt for -an. ;individual's : id~tity-,-:M:alamud . . de­

stnlics the victiizy of Y ab>v Bok over 
. . ~ . Russia1i governmC:f:1i and anti-Semi· 
' · . : tism in Thi: Fixn,. But ' neither the Pul·· 

~ - - ,:.-. :-

THE: COMMENTATOR • 

· \o:er :Prize nor .c..-itical ;.cclaim will make : 
this ~k a. better a&ievement th.an Tne: 
,foirt~t, for the character study Of Yak- · 
·ov Bok: is, too.weak.to support thC:=vcl's -
Jran:i=orl., j made . !& of three weighty 
themes. After watclimg Bok go through 

·. an ioc:alculablc amount of suffering, v.·e 
oome to onIY oOC: ·concrete conclusion · a·,; 
bout him: h~isa Jew. · 

. ~. the scope 'and the ~r-. 
. : • - ..... ·= • . • 

' 

· .iiation . of,, 7J1t; Pi:rer . arc · _not i!npo~t; 
. racher, tpe'.·em_phasis mould ,be shifted le>_ 
• Y akov's 'battle ; with -anti-Semitism., Mala-

. ;:tee T:~/;;~~U:n~;;p~~ 
times, The Pi:rer lfflm to be a work _of 
non.fiction. Tins is Malamud's acx:omplisb~ 
ment -' the &food li&el of Y akov .Bok is 
true: it. &red in the past; _ _;;_ the b<it.lc 

· is based on the Beiliss Case of 19i1, and · 
may happen again tom~w 01' next year. , ; 
Furthermore, Yalaw Bole is not ~ unique 
individual; he is 'T' and "You." Ma1anuid 
places ~ all UD~ ,the ~careful ~tiny of 
the world of hate, so . tba_t we, too, mim 
defend ourselv~ and . ult ounelves the 

. ' ,-, 

T:1,1~$day, April ,, .19§8, . 

same questiost, Bok 4id: who are we; are 
we Jews; whr do. we suffer? This _is Tise 
Pixi:r's greatn'~- ' · · · · 

'Hence, in ·the realm of the .captivating: 
story; the deli~tfu! tale, Malamud is the : 
master. Also, ·he is a· craftsman ' in util~­
ing noble . .and important ~liemcs. ·· But 
somehow, our hungering for· a · literary: 
tµasterpiece . is never ,satisfied . because crf 
Malamud's weak. ·:diameter · portrayal;· 
while we feel ·that ·we have read-some­
thing interesting; we . nev~ walk away 
from on·e of his 'books' . with ' ari impression 
of havlng ingested goaiedjing ~lid. Salads 
and vegetables ao not ; provide us· with a ·· 
..-ery substantial .literary diet: · 
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Uris' Abortive AHeinpt 
To. Capture Jewish Ess~nce 

Exodus 

equating the so called "ghetto ; mentality" 
with Orthodoxy. According . tli Uris the ·. 
fanatical Orthodox Jew is a man in pray- . 
er · and not in action, a. man who.· will 
mumble .his prayers and will. hope . that 
his suffering in humility and faith will be . 

By Morris Whltcup 

There is an apocryphalstory told about 
an Israeli · scientist's attempt to cross a 
rabbit with a chicken. Unfort11nately his 
efforts were to no avail ··and the cross 
turned out to be "nii:ht a her und nicht a 
ltin." So it is with the Jewish conscious­
ness of Leon Uris, for his image of . what 
constitutes the essence of Judaism and 
what epitomizes the paragon of · Jewish­
r\ess ·is both ambiguous and self-contradic­
tory. This is patently shown i~ both Mik 
18 and Exodus. 

In Mila 18 Uris decries the assimila-
. ti·oniw tendc~cies that existed among the 
Jewish intelligentsia and upper middle 
class in' Poland prior to World War II. 
Andrei Androfslci, the ·hero of the novel, , 
denounces · Paul Bronski, who had married 
Andrei's sister Deborah for the ' fact that 
there ·,. were no Sabbath candles on his 
sister's table. · Androfslci re.members that 

· . . when they lived in the slums 1m Staioki 
. Street-"G-d, .. we were poor. · But we . 

were Jews . .t111d when we moved to the 
fancy . neighborhood ori Siisha Street · and 
Mama died, I had a · sister who was the 
head of a Jewish house." ·According to 
Andrei, the loss of Jewish identity is 
wrong not only fr<im a religious ·· stand­
point; but also from an egotistic national­
istic one. A man should never · be ashamed . 
of what he is or of what his origins are, 
and as. for himself, "I am Andrei Androf-

By Jo•ep'! Teluahkln 

While reading. Norman Podhoretz's 
Making It one can't suppress the feeling 
that the author derives a perverse plea­
sure from being thought abrasive: The 
few kind words that the author · is .cap­
able of seemed to be reserved for either 
the dead (Elliot Cohen, Commen.tary's 
former editor, and Robert Warshow) or 
those who by no stretch of the imagina­
tion can be considered competitors (Sherry 
Abci, an editorial assistant at G.om~en­
tary. refers to' her; "determination to a­
void too much responsibility"). This im­
age of the callous Podhorctz is not mine 
alone. Granville _Hicks, the noted critic, 
after · recounting a favorable. tale about 
Podhoretz told by :. Harpers editor Willie 
Morris mentions the fact "that· he w'as 
ever anything but 'abrasive, impatient arid 
scornful had . not been: revealed · to me in 
his _critical piece<;, ·and I have to say that 

ski, the only Jewish officer fu the Ulany 
(cavalry) regiment. But every man lcnows 
who I am ano what I am." 

Yet contrary to his own ~ons, An- the road toward salvation . .Uris, howev~r, 
drofski . almost performed the penultimate . fails to realize that it is not Orthodoxy . 
act in the process of assimilation, an act . which has inculcated th~ notion in the . 
that would have called for, according to minds of jts · adherents,, but the unnatur~ 
tradition, the reci~ of Mourner's Kadl life that the Jews have . been . forc.ed to 
4ish and the lighting of candles in memory ;:; lead in . exile. Uris does not remember, or 
of one who has _departed, namely, the. act ; perhaps does not know, that.' Samuel Ha­
of intermarriage. Andrei's sister De~rah, · nagid --was not only a Jewish scholar and 
who had heretofore been represeniative a poet "but also a valiant gericral or that · 
of the kind and rCS(?lute Jewish mo~er, the m~ who defended Massada~ com-) . 

. also treaded 011 the ,heels of perfomuug . mitted suicide . rather . than accept tl\e yol)s. 
this act for she fell in love with an Italian '· of Rome, even J,U1dcr the harsh co'nclitiofis .· 
newspaper reporter named Christopher De · of the Judean desert. kept not o'ruy" the 
Monti. This phenomenon 'of denotilic:ing Jewish holidays but also the laws of tm,. 
one's Jewishness by way of th«; bed is 11ot :' · mot and maasarot . and. ,the laws ·of ta-
limited to Mila 18 for . in Exodus too the . harat hamishpacha. . . ~- . 
"hero" of the novel, Ari. Ben Canaan, : . Furthermore, Leon Uris shoivs iri ::the 
falls in love with a·11on-Jewish American latter of the above mentioned : books, a 
nurse . named ~tty Fremont. Uris ;even lack of comprehension of the J~ holi.' 

· goes. to the extreme of _havipg on.e <>f his days: According to this, Pentea>st on a 
minor charactetj, in Exodus, Foster J. Mae7· kibbutz becomes a "4-H . Club" show 
Wdliams, many a Sabra. We l~ve to · where all the animals and p~- are 
Freudians . the i irterpreta~ol1S of · th~ paraded: •mte livestock was ~ in tt-
sequences of events, ~u! m. any .~ 1t vi1,w, · ~ed 6y the cows, which w~e decked 
shom the self-contr.idicnon m Uns con- in ribbons and Sowers, and the , horses 
ception of Jewishness. · were shiny with manes and tails braided. 

Besides having an ambiguous idea of The sheep and goats were _headed past 
what J ewislmcss ·is, Uris . also sho~ i and then. the pet dogs and cats." ~ addi-
complete lack .of understanding of Ortho- tion·.Passover. beame ,iholidaywhen "all · 
dox Judaism. Iri both Mila 18 a11d E:ro- dirt had ti:> be chased." .· • · . 
dus Uris adopts t1i/'1iaclcneyed rtotion of . But even tho,ugh Uris fails inundcr:i 

standing these. ma~e;.s; Jus ix"iob ~a;c . 
some ~deeming. value for they allow:; the 
reader to sypathize . ,vith the . ~~isl{ of . 
being a Jew in a hostile worl4';', cir '.to , 
put it. succinctly~ 'elnpathy."',Jn .th~i e~d 
of Excidus,,after Karen Clem~t ,dies/Uris 
puts .into the mouth oLAri Ben Cii:iaan 
the suffering of centuries which fin<!s ex~ 
pression . in the . woeful cry ... !Why i:ml!St 
we fight for . the right to Jive, ov .. ,- wd 
over, , each . time · the sun • rises?, . !Gdl 
G~d I Why d<in't they let us alon.~ !{Why 
don't they let ·_us )ive !''. 

i-::.!:~r:,,-i<=i•bk,..Jirl~ Comment On Co111menta61 
. Perhaps .Hicks .has gone to_ the crux of . . . . .. : . . , ... ... ·. . . . . '. . . 

the matter: Podhoretz is a critic, and one •. _, . 
who established his reputation thri>ugh . , (Considering his seeming attitude, he is . binical students ·that he . indicates, ' ; one 
his ability to criticize, not to praise". . His to be co~ended for retaining ID.ell likeL can only gil at Pocilioretz's· opinions of 
entrance into the literary establishment or . Robert Alter and Milton Hinunclfarb1 ancl · rabbis, a nbt . . . ri~ucnti:il. fr:uigei of his . 
as he would call it the "f:unily" was as- for allowing ~t,an entire issue devotei:1- overall attitu/le tow . ds Juda!SIIl. ; ' 
sumed when : he sharply .attacked · Saul to a symposium on ''The .State of J~ The.iruth of the inatter'is thaf.Ppdho-
B~low's . widely . acclaimed Tlte J. dve~~ Belief" thpugh it·. was the August ~ ,, retz has !I. sem.ungiy minirn1in1 ~unt ~f 
tures of du~ March. Bellow was a memo . slow month =,,way.) .· .• '. ·.. interest in Judaism as Sffl.l .by the minute 
her of the "family'' and it appears. that This ·might strike one as . ari anomaly percentage of this \book devoted ~ ob-
hfs urelatives'! wm- getting-- sick. of .the. ior Pedhoretz.. , As,.-diflercntiated from, the servations regar4i.ng 'ik In 'any:case,: I 
undiluted pr;iise he had becn-~iving, majority of the contemporary alienated . doubt he wowd.bavi(many corlsiruetlve 
and were looking for ~ . to get put Jewish intellectuals, he has a strong Je~h things to say; That's<llis .style;'Jrei~ 
down: Enter; Norman Podhoretz. That educational ba·.:kground. It would ~ in- . . that_ a high official of~'Kmnedy 'a#m,-
Bellow was furious didn't bother him. In striictive, however, to . anitlyzc his_ rei\c-: >istration called him in to talk abciiit' Har-
fact he was quite happy~ And so he emerged tions to those J #h institutions at which 1.;... and° pres_ent -~ ~~•jpdcflia,. . 

into tne limelight, having discovered that be- he stUdied. .His . sole motivation' £or ;at-' rethe•.·· _12_ ·._ ·.
0
r.~ambci:d led.·· -.._·• i~p·1:. tb,_1-:·~• ··.·,.•-.. _:.::.__·_ : ti. ~-otna_._: ~--te ·;_. un_._'"' -. · ... • til,a·. 

mg '·criticaJ. woajd insure his .fame. .. teriding .Talniud Torali l:ligh,. SchooFwas ..... -- Dlll1' ft'Dil ....,... 

The same' highly intellectual, .. li...<thly the , rabbi's •'daughter, riot that ' he lovCf! · ·_.-do · a&out·,it~'.·P~ ~ '·~:. 
aitical style seems to be .the author's ap- her, buhhat (in the- same sense that :IDj>, . "Dot I was not :i~_ed'to ~-iti 
proach towards Judaism. It is not neces-' ling wrote •:whci(~e min.ist~s . dallgbter,_ ' ~ ;; t>:nrlL• I ~ ~eel,~-: ~ 
sarily a ~on of his being alienated drinks nothmg but water, sh.,'s sure .to : i critical aiual~~:~twas.~ .lltl#r-

~"r..:E..;..E E ~z;L~~::z::: ~;t~e\:J:·c: 
Jewish conteht (eliminating some regular riences, .he studied for five years .at the. : md1ct.tivc .of ,P~orctz_ th~ -any o_th~r. 
sections .entirely) for he ~eved ,their · ~wish Thc!ologi~:Seaimary;_.~ simul- ·. He is a -P:itic; •~ '?l>serv~r ~th ~ - acute 
<JUidityto beJower than that of the secular tatieously pursuing an ahiuolis course of. eye, .no~ >always . unpartial; : hut!: sel_dom 
a:rtides, and; if Jewish articles wuhed to studies at Columbi~. Critiailly he recalls willing to "get ini~~V:ed. ,to iufcct.'.;f!<Proh2 
remain · in Commattm-y, · th~ .would · have ''the ,stndent'notes 

0
of a°p<)log~ and de- . , .• _. l~:id t is, the : d~re. .to -riiain~: t!tc · cri, 

to toe the line.:Yet,- itis still ast01,1nding fensiveswhich .enteredintotheleastdetail -. tics pose that ·cause!>.J'odhoretz to ,sound 

. -~-=~:!t:c:;~~ -~t;~~:~ .. •-•~:tzt~:r!nr~~5;:- ;-~::t:!:::9~~;~~~~~ca~~;~,t~o~~~ 
. met1t4ry, ~ -ii .an• AJC · publication) '_in ~ -as ~'?~PJ th~ . ~ell~ harping _/ ~~cs\ J o ,~°?: . d?Ml . his ~1.1,~P,'1rar-
. either • a 'religicius, scicial; or sociological on thf sulfenngs of the Jews; all .. this made f 1es. It. JS : thl.s cntical,.~ that zs ·,t,\#.i:a~ 
sense, ·It i~d ·appear .that -Podhoretz's my q,hnnbia-trained ~bili~es ~ • ., . · ... ···o.f_ffodho~'.s,fr.~ ':~.gr!ll1t.:fJ~daism. 
ariacbmJ.t to Conimentary, ~ ;. en~ P<idhoretz's me.nones· of-: his fellow ' . any ,. ha,nllicaps, to ,,,,u_dge· It ; hy . the :~C 

--=~u:n·tas~n~r:J~~~e: . ·· · -~~:fi~::ew~a;:~{Hs;~~~~~~~:.•••:\;:~;~~:;t{~.:~git~~:~~+~
4]: 

sire on his part. to be a constrnctive aide · . bright onc.s who were gomg cymtally :m!o :, ,,if .~hc,0 t~ls : of W~Je~ mtell~;µ ti",!-
, ·of the. J~h establishment from within. the rabbinate because it: olftie,F an easy :'< ditioii ,axe of: necessity the proper.[tools for .. . l 1 

·. . •. ·. ·. •· . E~~lJ~i~l/;¥1~.~*~-_ 
Norman Podhoreti. Wha1:J1ad I ~o '.·c19 wipi such peqpl~ ?0 · '/ nei_fu.er:. gebrcw ·.n.~t, :Y)ddlsh )tt~~tu!C 1s 

· ; . SincC:ffiese _. ar~ :thC only: Categorjes. Of rah- : · ·· likc:- any :ot~er_.'~_.~ · _.=:. .•• i; :--,-_ /_ ·· ·f . . . : . : ···,i: ·. - · . : . .. , . --~ -.: .. 

~ 1 . . \•:•· .--"i"'' 



· PAGE SIX THE COMM~NTATOR 

Potok· On The Chosen:, 
Confrontation With Secularism 

Chaim Potolc was interoiewed by THE 

· Co=!'<"TATOR and The Obserr,,:r • after , 
hu · atldras to· the Dean's R:ueption on 
February 18. The· following is an excerpt 
from that inurri=. 

i:,,n that forced you to write this book? 
A. I'll, tell you where you can find it; 

I won't tell you what it is. You find ·the 
author's world view in why a charactei 
does this, in response to that. Why after 
Reuven discovers that the little boy is 
blind, .does he do what he does to the 

By Noah Ba81' spider and the tly? What does it tell 
Q. You have bccn_Iud:y and have merg- you about how an author sees the world 

ed your interest ·.for Judaism and Liter- when he strw;tures two different respon-
ature. How do· you see the person- struggl~ ses to· the creation ·of the state of Israel? 
ing in anothedield? <:an. you J;CC a total Q. I am curious as to what is char-
involvement in both? What do . you say acterized when we find Danny Saunders 
to the person who hasn't found the median rejecting his rabbinical inheritance to 
between the two fields? shave off his payot and major in JJ5Ycho-
• • A. I have an ~ whicb you aren't logy. Do you see this as the contemporary 

'going to like veey much. bnt PU give -it thrust of Jewish society? · 
to ··you anyway. My own experience has A. My own:_feeling is, and I can only 
been that what rve · found difficult hasn't answer in terms of th~ specific person, 
been Judaism bnt what I regard as one that Danny Saunders given his personal-
translation of the mainstream of Judaism. ity, . could aeatively encounter the world 
The tradition is not,monolithic. We have only this way. 
been through 4,000 years of history· and Q. Do you feel that the truly enlight-
arc not the same as we. were 4,000 years ened person would reject the narrow con-

- ago. The tradition has proved itself re- fines of his European background? 
silient. 'A. yes. 

Q. Do you ,have a methodology for Q. Is .this in jiny way a'utobiographical? 
bringing · together • m~ •worlds? . A. Let me say one thipg_ that is very 

· A. What ever the answer is, it· has to aucial and in. no· way. disparages Hassi-
~ used within the terrils · of the oppos- dim, which, to me, is crucial to · Judaism. 

;ing disciplines.· Hassidim and those people committed to 
Q. Have you really come io grips with that kind 'of life actually form the core 

the issues or' have · ;-ou just managed to · of -cotality of things Jewish. What· Pm 
dcscn"be them? . . interested in doing is explc'iring what hap-· 

A What ·does that mean? pens. when · that · core encounters the core 
Q., One of 1:he functions of the novel- . · that constitutes 20th century secularism. 

,•ist .is description. Has your tension been What has been explored until now in 
. ~lved orjustdescnoed? , . . literature has been an encounter around 
. · , Ad£ I hadn't ·m ~ novel; the story . the periphery ~ during ·the Hellenistic 
. wpuld have sounded' phony. .. . Age. What, I am _tr}'ing to explore is 

Q'. You stated in your addres.~ that whether out of this encounter can come 
literature tends to build.up its·own view of ,an_.~c,tivii:y from within the Jewish tra-
reality. I was wonderipg · what your , view dition. · · · · · 
of. reality happens to· be in ·Tlie Chosen, . ·. Q. I think. we find that there is some-
What were you ~g to rea_ch in Ju_dac ·thing in y~,;r book that. has appealed to 

the American imagina'ltion. I was wonder• 
ing what you think you have presented in 

· The Chosen to warrant this response. 
A. I tried to make this a universal 

story in the sense that all of us are con­
cerned with how to raise our children 
and how to transmit ideas to our chil­
dren. Afso, friendship · is a very univer­
sal type of theme. · 

Q. Do you feel you've presented a 
David-Jonathan type which people can 
respopdi to? 

A.' Well, David-Jonath~ is the para­
digm example of friendsfup. As a matter . 
of fact, the girl in the book alludes to 
David and Jonathan. 

Jewiah lite~ture ia literature 
written in our own language; it 
does not include books written 
by Jews in o~er l~ages. 

Ahad HaAm 

Q. Did you have my trouble at thit 
time as to how much of the· universality' 
of I the theme you could affa'rd without 
losing the main idea of the religious mes-

. sage? 
A. The focus was. always on the par­

ticular. What P\le tried to do is indicate 
both the h=tanity of these people, that 

-what they share ,in common .with all hu­
man beings, and their differences. These 
differences, I hope, were uniquely Jewish. 

Q. Why, 'of the two main characters 
of your book, the one who majored in 
psychology had the crisis in identity· while 
the one who majored _in philosophy did 
not?·· 

A:. You get an answer if you look at 
the iwo kinds of'Judaism in which the 
two were· brought up. This is what I 
said),efore ·on the confrontation between 
two resilient· traditions and • -one resilient 
traditii:>n with a rigid one. 

Q .. Generally,. it would have been ex­
pected that philosophy would have posed 
the problem, not psychology. ' 

A; ,It wasn't only psychology that was 
shaking Danny Saunders. He was read­
ing a lot more thanjw,t psychology. 
. · Qi He seemed to be very uptak:en with 

· reading Sigmund Freud in its original. 
A · That was his response to the siw­

ation. It was ·a result of . all the tensions 
th~t had · been created. He . cam~ to psy­
chology in • an attempt to . understand 
lilinself and his world a little better .. The 
attack had ; been · accomplished long be­
£~; . he had been reading in· the library 
before he came to psychology. You are 
asking an interesting questio~why one 
w;15 able to bend though he took up 
pliilosophy? Remember what Reuven 
Matter's . religion ronsists of; how he 
handles his tradition. Reuven Malter's 
handling of the saaed texts is crucial 
to an u,nderstanding of how he views 
tradition: 

i Q. Reu;en d.oes go outside .th; tra­
dition when: during ·his gemara bechina, 
he ·resorts ,to a variant text as his ·answer. 
You · seem to feel that this is a correct 
response wh'ereas the liou.:S that he spent 

Chaim Potok ..,. 
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on conflicting commentaries was not a· 
valid response. 

A. For me it's very important to know 
what a rishon does with any text. Var­
iant theories are, after all, just theories 
because you don't have the text before 
you. The notion of the pliability of the 
text is nothing invented by my criticism. 
Just look at the HagtZOt Hagrah and 
you'll realise what rm talking about. 

0. I found a little stylized the Reuven 
Malter type of Judaism which you found 
more resilient to the twentieth century. 
Do you thinlc that the lack of the present­
ing of the problems in that tradition makc:s 
it less ·believable, or would it complicate 
the book too much ? , 

'A. No. This is where we get· into the 
problem of focus. I wasn't focusing on 
that in thi; book but on four human be­
ings and their relationships. H I had 
gone into that, it would have been an al­
together different kind of story. Also, 
my feeling is that when you are a teen­
ager you can't cope with these problems 
in any intelligent way. The hope is that 
you survive teenagehood and can cope 
with them in some meaningful way. 
That's what the essential focus of the 
novel · is, the head-on, explosive confron­
tation between· Malter'; kind of Judiasm 
and the secular world. But, that wasn't 
the point of this book. It was Reuven · 
Malter's. understanding of a kind of 
Judiasm that he had really never known 
and through the use of his own Judaism 
helping someone come out of that Ju­
daism without being destroyed as a re­
sult of the breach. 

Q. What has been the reaction to your 
boolc among Hassi'dim? 

A. The only thing I can tell you, 
since I don't talk to the Satmar, is that 
the Lubavitchers recommended it- to their 
people in the Boston yeshiya. On the 
other hand, there's a mesif ta in my 
neighborhood , where, I understand, the 
book has been banned because the boy 
came ,out less a Jew at the end than he 
was at the beginning. 

I. B. Singer ... 
(Continued- from page one) 

tionships to come through free from any 
concomitant cloying or saccharine sen­
timents (though Short Friday is not en­
tirely free _from this fault). . "' . 

·It is true, though, that such stories are 
definitely in the minority of Singer's work. 
Such moments· of completeness in · man's 
life are rare indeed, neither.' easily attained 
nor inaintained. The polar tension which 
pulls trian in opposite directions is not 
easily and only momentarily overcome . 
The dangers of repression on the one side 
and· of the destruction of limit and re­
straint on the other are ever-dresent, ever­
threatening. And we .. return /full-circle to 
the tragic visioI! of Freud li#d ta ~ ques­
tion which he poses and- does not answer 
at the 'end of his book :.:C 

The fateful question for the human 
species seems ! to me . to be . whether 
and to what extent their cultural 
development will succeed. in masta~ 
ing the disturbance of their commu­
nal life by the instinct of self-de­
struction .. ·, It is to , be hoped that 
the other. of the two 'Heav~ly Pow-

, ers'--,-eterrial Eros will make an effort 
to assert himself, in. the struggle with 
his equally immort;:.l adversary-death. 

_But,-who· can foresee with what suc-
cess· and with what result? 

Singer with •·his_ · illusionless pessimism 
which nevertheless ' does not descend into 
a cheap cynicism also does not · attempt to 
answer this question. But it is his out­
standing :achievement that ·he has made 
the struggle come so vi~;dly, fadeed dis­
turbingly, alive. 




