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Wednesday, 
May 5, 1976 

Rav Del ivers Belkin 's Eulogy 
Ana lyzes The True Individua l 

The 'fol'lcwing are excerpta of . the eulogy deliverell blJ Rabbi 
J, 8. 8oloooitchi1c at Dr. Belkin'B funeral, April !O, 1916 in Lamport 
Auditorium. The excerptB were aelectecl f-rom. a WYUR recording 
of the Rav's remarkB at the discretion of the Editors. All errora m 
transscription and ael.ection arethose of the Eclitora • .A full transcript 
will soon be available from tli.e Alumni OlfiDB, 

There are two . books, the open . ·book and the Sefer Hachaawn. · 
The two books are concerned with two different questions, the 
Sefer Hegulul the public book, the open book asks a very simple 
question. What did this particular individual do? What did he 

. accomplish for society? What are :his accomplishmimta. The prh·ate 
book, the Sefer llachasum, asks a different question. It doesn't 
ask what did man do for society; it asks, who was he; not his 
accomplishments, but who was the individual himself? 

The private book of Dr. Belkin remained II safer hachasum, 
a sealed mysterlo111 book, The flnt question of the private book 
la ''Who was he!", not what did he accomplish; who was he! 
I don't know. A certain verse, I would like -to wie a certain verse 
from sefer D'verim Deuteronomy, In order to portray Dr, Belkln, 
It Is a ,·erse consisting of five words, bat . I believe those five 
words tell the story of Dr Belkin. 

emorial 
Issue 

tho you
l:

roshei yeshivas who sit right over the
t

to my right;' 
They w e trained right here. They are the tlne1t ' shei yeshivas 
any ins tlon, here or �" Israel, any lnsUtutlon, ow, at. present · 
or a hunclred ye11rs . ago. • . . 

Answer num�·two to t·he question who was he. He was a 
restless dreamer, who was an excellent teacher and who was in 
love with Torah. He had a romance with Torah. 

Dr. Belkin was a channlng • person. He mdlated, I'll uae the 
blbllcal expression for It, Chaine. Chalne Is �. The restleu 
teacher, the Jover of Tor.di, Uke Joseph of old, again, attract.ed 
people, He was, Indeed, cllannlng. He encluulted them with his 
magnetic penollllllty even tho11e who disagreed with him, and 
quite often I disagreed with him, quite often. Even those who 
disagreed with him suooumbed to hh powerful charm. 

The dlarisma Dr. Belkin possessed was precipitated by two 
-basic virtues.· Virtue nwnber one, let me we the Biblical expression 

tor It, he was a baa! chNed, he wiui• ·a ·man oflovlngldndness. He 
was a kind penon. And let me say his kindness was not due to 
character weakness. Sometimes people are kind because they are 
weak, or character softness. Sometimes people are kind bea,,use 
they are 10ft. iDr. Bellon. was not a weak person. He was tough, 
I snld before, and firm. He was a man who exercised power and 
he liked power. He · practiced what the Talmud calls gemllus 
dlasadlm b"1u.mono oblgufo. Kindness as far as money 11 
concerned -and kindness as far as physical efforts are concerned. 
If there was a person who was not appreciated by his own friends, 
this was Dr. Belkin. He was the most unappreciated restless 
dreamer an excellent tee.aher and kind person. The most uneppre­
dated In the ·world. · • •  

We just read those four, . . • five words In the haf;gada; 
"Araml ovald avl vayered mitzralma." I will interpret it In 
accordance with the ibn Ezra. A straying, wandering restless 
Ammean was my father and he went down to Egypt. Let me • • • I'll tell JOU eoniethlng. Re wae, and this ,viii come Al 
paraphrase this pasuk, A restless Lithuanian yeshiva talmld, stu- a aurprlse to many of JOU in the hall, he was a saintly person. 
dent, who was my friend, Dr. Belkin. He also dreamt. He also He poaaeseed salntllneea. I don't say hollneu I say aalntllnesa. 
became a visionary. Whenever I entered his room unannounced (I Kindnes. alone doe, not gem•ratl' 01· prt•clpltate charl1om11tic P.balne, 
didn't do it frequently) I used to find him dreaming. I simply anle11 It II tightly knit with aalntllne11. And Dr. Belkin waa a 
saw the dream in his eyes. HJs gaze used to be fixed on something · · llllntly penon. And I understand If you ask me In what manner, 
far: it was something unknown, to me at leut. ID what re8P90f; did be manlfest salnt.Uneu. I'll tell you. lie f�ll 

. Now the question Is what did he dream about He wu an IS ID four ietpectll. . . . . . 
,.,.,,araml-.avaid,-0a�N1tlese- Lltlmanlan.··"Wbat-cUII· ·he ·-.iream�-aboat,--"0

• ,�•�� 'l'lrst· . :tie' was-·a�'ioneli'betra. he . hated . galri. You know ihe-' · 
He dreamt of a generation of youn,r American .Jews who combined Biblical expression soneh betza, to hate· gain, to hate profit, to 
the good components of both an excellent secular and Torah hate money. The saintly person is a soneh betm. And, Dr. Belkin 
education. Let me tell you, Dr. Belkin'• standards of lamdus, of while he knew the importance of money as far as the ·1nstltutlon 
hQlachik scholarship were very hl,ch. I repeat, he dn-amt of a was concemed, he had no concept of, he had no desire for money 
generutlon nf young American Je,v■ who would combine both an as far as he himself was concerned' .. • • He died e poor man. He 
cxt'ellcnt Tor11h •itlucatlon with the cup11bllity or participating In tlae died a poor man ,l)ecause he was a saintly man. He was a 
scfontUlcaUy oriented a11d technologlc11lly minded aomplex Anaertcan saintly man because he was a great man, and he died a great man. 
economy. He simply was a soneh betra who raised so much money, who was 

Howt•ver, Dr. Pelkin, the restless spirit, the anml cv111d, the & wizard, a \\lizard as a fund solicitor • •  � 
restless nomad, had another dream. And this second dream was 
bolder, more daring than the first dream. 'lbls was ·his original 
dream. No one shared his opinion, not even people who were very 
close to him. . . . He wanted to show the Jewish, as well ns the 
non-Jewish community that t-he Orthodox Jew is as capable · of 
establishing scientific, educational institutions as the no"I.Jew or 
the secular Jew Is. 

He told me once, when he presented the plan of P, medical 
ichool, under the uusplces of the Yeshiva, to an lntematlonally 
known Jewillh u.bdomJnal surgeon, that the latter l,cCame so Indig­
nant that he said the whole project la not only lmpractlrot, but 
arrogunt a.s welL And perhaps he was rtght, the surgeon. It wu 
arrogant. Well let me tell you, the restlefl!I Yeshiva student of 
Lithuania wae indeed • • • tough, tough and arrogant.However, 
hla arrogance wos trunalatecl Into reality, And Isn't a Jew an 
arrogant person, defying. for t.hOU8ands of years the whole world! 
And Isn't little Israel an arrogant nation, def31ng the tmlted 
uatlona of the world 't 

. • •  Who was he? Answer number one: He was a restless, 
arrogant, impudent student from Uthuanla. He dreamt of moons 
and suns, of heaven and earth . . . 

Let mo give you the iecolid answer. The arrogant dreamer, 
the restless Yeshiva bochur, the arami ovald, was a great te�her, a 
rosh yeshiva. . .• . I spe,nt my IHti In teochlng, I know tendlen. 
He wn11 a magnificent teacher. He was, perhaps, the teacJ1er par 
excellence. , , • His disciples were the best trained boys In the 
yeshlw. • •  , 

He always moved In 11 straight line. He knew neither of 
angles nor of curves nor of corners. His thinking was two dimen­
sional. His code, so to say, bis coat of am11, his Jamd111, the symbol 
of :his Jamd111 was the geometric plane. He did not engage· in so­
called analyals of depth. He had no trust in the thin abstractions 
ot three dimensional thinking. But whatever he ■aid,' It was logical, 
It was plain, It was understandable. • • • 

He Is retp0nlllble for the taet, only be, that Yeahlvu Bav 
Yltz.dank Eldaanan, now, aa of today, Is a rreat center of To111b, 
and that as far u the att.alnment of lemdu1, pod lamdus, rood, 
real genuine acholanhlp ls eoncemed It Is -the belt place ID the 
United States. You don't have to believe' me, Ju■t faire a look at 

Dr. Belkin was a saintly person tor a different reason, Dr, 
Belkin lived a simple life. It's very hard to find people nowadays 
who are satisfied with a simple We, plain simple life. Dr. Belldn 
Jived a simple life because he was a simple man. A great man, but 
a simple man, • •  , There was a streak of asceticism In him, a. streak 
of priaha mJn hachayim. He lived not to enjoy life, because he 
bAnlly enjoyed It, but to create, to serve and to saerlflce and to 
die on the 'alter of Torah. He had llalntllness. He could live a life 
1tripped of all m11nner of frllls and pettty, petty enjoyments. He 
hated the fonnalitle1. I lmow that some peopJ� misinterpreted, 
miwndentood It. He hated the fonnalltles and the protocol and 
the public etiquette even though from time to time he had to go 
through It. Bat he never enjoyed It. • • , 

' • '  

. .  ; Dr, Belkin was a saintly man for a third reason. •He had, 
what shall I say? I'll use the Hebrew tenn, e. lashon nlklah, a 
dignified speech. Judaism has always emphasized the significance 
of the word The latter, if uttered with dignity and sanctity may 
create a world. The latter, the word utt�red with wlgaritf, may 
de-.,.roy a world. Or. Belkin's speech was clean and dignjfied. I've 
never heard him malign anybody, ANY.BODY, or make some 
derogatory remarks about people. Enemies, who Indeed wanted to 

. destroy him, indeed wanted to destroy him, physically and splrltu• 
ally, he never said e. bad word about them; 

He was also a saintly per11on in his relatlonshlp to Ylsroel . .  
Dr. Belkin knew how to aceept suffering; he suffered wtlh 
dignity. Dr, BeJldn knew, as I &aid, to suft'er, how to meet crl1ls 
and how to cnnfr11nt tll1111ster. tit• never cnm11l:.uned. For all the tlmn 
tllat I knew Dr. Belkin J'vr. uever heor1l a �Ingle complaint from 
from him. lie neVl'r cnmplalnc,1. He never usked any questlous. He 
ne,•er Cllll'IIJl'CCI In El'lf-rl�htc1n11s 111nn11lng11c�. Vayldorn Aharon, and ' 
Auron salcl nothing-. A ,:rl'ut mnn, u •ulntly num says nothlnJ;, lfo wn11 
&Uent, i>r. Relltln. A aalntly · man must possess the heroic, quntlty 
or _belnr mute 11t a time when ono Is ready to talk. ·, , • 

, , . We prayed for miracles. Apparently we were unworthy · 
•lf ·a miracle, It h11ppenr.d. We ask just, 1Ve bid YOU farewell, 
Leda U.haloin, vlaanuaeh bllmlh hnynm.ln kechol ch.'11: We promise 
tJ1ee that Yeshiva will be guarded by u• and It will continue to be 
11 great center of Torah. Your name will neyer be ,forgotten, 


