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Survey Results: 
Predictable and Not So 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The 
following analysis attempts to 
represent accurately the results 
of our survey distributed to 
the YC student body in Decem­
ber. Of necessity, the questions 
were posed in multiple choice 
format, with some opportunity 
to prioritize answers and 
comment or elaborate, in order 
to best classify broad concepts 
into definable trends and 
perspectives. It doe's not purport 
to be a scientific study with 
definitive conclusions, but 
simply reflects the stated views 
of the students who responded. 

by Debnam Dayanim 
and J. Katzauer 

Completed returns from the 
Commentator survey, on a 
variety of issues concerning 
Yeshiva College, indicate a 
surprising consensus in some 
major concerns and a rather 
troubling polarization in many 
others. Of the 168 responses, 
approximately 18% of the 
student body, 57.7% were from 
MYP, 25% from JSS, and 
17 .3% from IBC, indicating 
a fairly representative sampling. 

Students expressed a clear 
belief that the term "Mada", 
of "Torah U'Mada" fame, 
describes "all types of secular 
study, encompassing all of the 
liberal arts and sciences," an 
answer selected by 67.3% of 
total respondents. The idea that 
it includes only selected areas 
of study "in order to answer 
the disbeliever or doubter," 
was almost completely dis­
counted, drawing only 2.4% 
of responses. 

In a related area, a slim 
majority of 51.8% of students 
characterized YU as an "inde­
terminable mixture ... creating 
neither a well-defined yeshiva 
nor college." This might well 
be interpreted • as a partial 
success in YU's pronounced 
efforts to present a unique 
alternative to the prevalent 
conventional models of "tra-

' ditional yeshiva with college 
in the afternoon,.': and "tra­
ditional college with yeshiva 
in the morning," both of which 
drew little support. However, 
the definition of'"a yeshiva 
and college existing side-by-

side but separately," also 
showed some popularity with 
33.3% of responses. This may 
reflect some disagreement over 
YU's· precise nature and uncer­
tainty whether a mixture of 
the two entities is advisable 
or even possible. 

Turning to the issue of who 
directs daily policy involving 
student-related areas, such as 
the shuttle van, extracurricular 
events, speakers, etc., a large 
plurality of students (36.4%) 
believed the Office of the Dean 
of Students to be the dominant 
force, with the roshei yeshiva/ 
rebbeim second with 25.2%. 
Both groups far outstripped 
YU's President and Senior Vice 
President, who each received 
I 0.6%. The most remarkable 
answer was the small percentage 
believing student leadership 
to be the primary decision­
making force, only 4.6%. This 
question received the greatest 
number of abstentions or 
ambiguous answers in the entire 
survey, 12.6%, exposing a 
substantial group of the student 
body which cannot find its feet 
amid the bureaucracy. When 
students were asked their 
preference as to who should 
play the role of primary 
decision-maker in these areas, 
37.5% of first-place votes went 
to student leadership, an 
important vote of confidence 
in light of the disturbing 
discrepancy between the per­
ceived reality and the students' 
ideal situation (21. 9% of all 
second-place votes went to 
student leadership). The Office 
of the Dean of Students fol­
lowed, receiving 24.4% first­
place and 28.3% second-place 
selections. The President and 
Senior Vice President trailed, 
receiving 15.6% and 4.4% of 
first-place votes respectively, 
and the faculty brought up the 
rear with 2.5%, perhaps indi­
cating a student distaste for 
excessive faculty involvement 
in the decisions on student 
affairs. One other interesting 
note arises with the relatively 
low 11.3% of first-place votes 
awarded the roshei yeshiva/ 
rebbeim, another startling 
example of the difference 
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* Respondents express dissatisfaction with perceived lack 
of s1uden1 voice in school policy. 

*67% of !he respondents characterize "Mada" as all types 
of secular study. 

* Dress code divides s/udent body. 

*63.7% of students pulled favor co-ed social events on 
the uptown campus. 

*63.9% of respondenls call Marg Marl "worse now''. 

New York City Mayor Edward I. Koch after dining at 'My Place' on January 7. The Mayor was in Washington 
Heights for a meeting with Dominican Jews. Also pictured from left to right. Mrs. Honey Banin, proprietor 
of the restaurant; Ms. Elizabeth Wurzburger, head of the Washington Heights Jewish Community Council; 
Mr. Mordechai Twersky of YU Media relations; and Mr. han L. Tillem, Treasurer of the SCW Board of Directors. 

Separate Senate for SSSB? 
by Larry Portal 

The Yeshiva College Sen­
ate,in existence since the late 
1960's, provides a forum where 
students and faculty can 
propose modifications which 
can solve various problems on 
campus. Though the Senate 
primarily deals with academic 
issues, non-academic issues 
are occasionally discussed as 
well. The Senate is governed 
by a constitution which, like 
the American constitution, has 
been amended to adapt to the 
various changes transpiring in 
subsequent years. 

With the recent addition of 
the Sy Syms School of Business, 
the possibility of instituting 
another amendment has arisen. 
Should SSSB which, in some 
respects is isolating itself from 
Yeshiva College, have a Senate 
of their own? Hiring new 
business professors illustrates 
the. isolation SSSB is trying 
to create. Many, including Dean 
Rosenfeld, feel an additional 
Senate is unnecessary; a joint 
Senate, consisting of YC and 
SSSB members is adequate. 
Presently, a subcommitee of 
the Senate is working· on this 
issue. In ·regards to creating 
a separate Senate for SSSB, 
the problems with which they 
were confronted were of somele 
notability. For example, SSSB 

is an institution for both men 
and women with SSSB students 
in Stern College for Women. 
Therefore, due to . .the incon­
venience, SSSB cot.dd not have 
one Senate incorporating both 
the uptown and downtown 
schools. 

Alternately, a joint Senate, 
comprising members of both 
YC and SSSB, might not be 
effective either, despite the unity 
that would result. This can be 
attributed to the fact that the 
issues in a liberal arts school 
are distinct from those in a 
business school, and since time 
is a factor, a joint Senate as 
such would not be able to focus 
effectively on each schools' 
issues. In the liberal arts school 
students, for the most part, 
are preparing themselves for 
graduate school, while in the 
business school, a student's 
main interest is preparing 
himself for the working world. 

This factor of differing 
interests in the two schools 
seems to be of little significance 
to SSSB Dean Schiff. He 
believes that students with 
different majors in a liberal 
arts school have varying 
interests as well. One current 
Senator feels that splitting the 
Senate in two entities for this 
reason alone is preposterous, 

due to the fact that most issues 
discussed at Senate meetings 
concern both schools. The 
fundamental difference lies in 
the course requirements, so 
having one Senate will alleviate 
overlapping topics of  
discussion. 

Despite the desires of SSSB 
Dean Schiff and J ask oil to 
develop an identity for their 
school, they strongly believe 
that all undergraduate students 
should be united. Since unity 
is displayed in the Dramatics 
Society, COMMENTATOR, 
and other campus activities, 
there is no reason for it to be 
discontinued when discussing 
the Senate. 

Should the subcommittee 
decide to keep the Senate one 

. entity, Dean Schiff would like 
to see proportional represen­
tation. Presently, none of the 
six faculty members in the 
Senate are from SSSB faculty, 
but SSSB faculty have attended 
Senate meetings. Some time 
in the near future, Dean Schiff 
will submit names of SSSB 
faculty to serve as members 
of the Senate. Although a 
decision as to the future of 
the Senate has not yet been 
confirmed, most people see few 
complications in keeping the 
Senate one entity. 

Gurock Writes New Book on YU History 
by Behnam Dayanim 

Yeshiva University's 100 period from the founding of 
years of history are portrayed Yeshiva College in 1928 to the 
in an upcoming book by Dr. selection of YU 's current 
Jeffrey S. Gurock, Libby President, Dr. Norman Lamm, 
Klaperman Professor of Jewish in 1976. The period from 1976 
History at Bernard Revel to the present is only addressed 
Graduate School. Entitled "The in a brief epilogue due to the 
Men and Women of Yeshiva; fact that it comprises what Dr. 
Higher Education, Orthodoxy, Guroek terms "current events," 
and American Judaism", this and covers his own time here 
primarily social history dis- at Yeshiva. about which he 
cusses the first 90 years of YU's would· feel "less objective and 
existence, focusing on the less comfortable" attempting 

to approach from an historical 
perspective. A library sympo­
sium celebrating its publication 
is scheduled for March 20 and 
is open to all students. Drs. 
Lamm and Gurock, and Dr. 
Nathan Glaser, a major Amer­
ican Jewish sociologist at 
Ha rvard Univers i ty ,  w i l l  
address the gathering. 

In order to prepare the book, 
Dr. Gurock and research 

continued on page 4 



Page 2 The Commentator February 17� 1988 

EDITORIALS-------

In Support of Israel 
Although no solution to the problem of intense unrest in the West Bank 

and Gaza appears imminent, Jews the world over, particularly in the United 
States, must be unified in public support of Israel during its continuous 
struggle to mollify the situation. 

Today, after more than two months of daily rock-throwing and nearly 
as frequent beatings, the Palestinians and institutions which support them 
are waging a public relations battle that cannot help but intensify as Jewish 
individuals and organizations fail to agree on the single best policy which 
the Israeli government should adopt. However, no matter what side of the 
ideological spectrum a Jew stands upon, he or she must realize that the 
security of Israel supercedes ideology. In this the 40th Anniversary of the 
State of Israel, the top priority is still that the security of that state must 
never be compromised - not by its government, not by its military, and 
not by Jews from around the world whose dissent lends encouragement to 
Palestinian agitators. 

A divided Jewish opinion on issues such as Palestinian autonomy or forceful 
action by the Israeli military, only act to justify negative worldwide reaction 
against Israel. What Jews must accept is that the policy which the Israeli. 
government eventually adopts will have as its highest consideration the security 
of Israel's borders. Hence world Jewish opinion should be redirected against 
the obvious slant in media coverage that never seems to give Israel its due. 
Unfortunately we sometimes don't either! 

A voiding Problems 
Once again, YU is gearing up for its annual Purim celebrations. Perhaps, 

in light of recent years, "onslaught" would be a more appropriate description. 
Every year, SOY holds its chagiga in the main Beit Midrash, attracting 
a multitude of rebbeim, alumni, and students. Unfortunately, due to i ts 
well-deserved reputation as a premier Purim event, the chagiga also attracts 
hordes of uncontrollable high school students, as well as a number of college 
students more interested in the social scene outside than the chagiga. Two 
steps could be taken in advance to remedy the noise, littering, generally 
raucous and sometimes inappropriate behavior that results. 

First, area high school students should be told in no uncertain terms that 
their presence is unwanted, since the chagiga is not intended for children 
in that age group, particularly as most do not participate anyway. In the 
past some schools chartered buses, or permitted their charter, and simply 
unloaded unsupervised students on our unsuspecting community. This irresponsible 
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and absurd practice cannot be allowed to continue and, if necessary, the r----------------------------­
administration should intervene to end it. 

In order to deal with the large numbers of college students gathered outside 
Tannenbaum, on the "college side" of the street (called so as the high schoolers 
tend to move farther away from the Beil Midrash), perhaps a supervised 
location could be employed to allow students to rest, relax and socialize. 
As the chagiga is necessarily segregated and all buildings with the exception 
of a designated rest room are off limits to women on Purim night, this area, 
perhaps Furst lobby or Belfer Commons, would offer students a respite 
from the stifling confines of the Beit Midrash besides the frequently frigid 
outdoors. In order to forestall this rest area from becoming an event in 
and of itself, no music, refreshments, or the like should be provided; it should 
simply be a room in which to sit in comfort. This solution would greatly 
lessen the problems of litter, noise, as well as instances of improper behavior 
that result when sometimes intoxicated, always high-spirited, students wander 
the campus. 

Both of these options merit consideration before this year's festivities, · 
in order to halt the perennial metamorphosis of the YU campus into teeming 
chaos, potentially engendering a massive and avoidable Chillul Hashem. 

"The Eleventh Commandment: Thou 
shalt keep a tidy appearance and 
maintain a positive hashkafa in the 
dormitory at all times. 
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OPINION 
by Josh Fruchter 

National elections normally 
raise the political consciousness 
of most Americans. Voters 
carefully weigh the pros and 
cons of each candidate and 
grapple with both domestic and 
i nternational issues.  Jewish 
voters cannot exempt them­
selves from this process. As 
a minority group with special 
interests we must seek out and 
support candidates whom we 
deem receptive to our concerns 
and requests. Conversely, we 
must be wary of the campaigns 
that seem antagonistic to our 
com muni ty. As such,  it is 
imperative that voters confront 
Democratic candidate Jesse 
Jackson concerning past state­
ments, associations and actions 
that  appear host i le  if not  
o u t r i gh t l y  a n t i - se m i t i c .  
Should his explanations fail 
to satisfy we must be prepared 
to counteract Jackson's cam­
paign and thwart his political 
ambitions. 

No one doubts Jesse Jack­
son's abilities as a charismatic 
speaker and leader. After a 
strong showing i n  the 1 984 
campaign, J ackson parleyed 
his predominantly black base 
i nto broad support among 
numerous white constituencies. 
J ackson has add ressed and 
received wild support from large 
white audiences such as Iowa . 
farmers and the Teamsters' 
Union. Yet, despite his increas­
ing following, Jackson has been 
crit ic ized for superficial ity. 
Whi le  h i s  s peeches arouse 
crowds, his proposals often 
lack substance and deta i l .  
Predictions vary as to  how and 
whether Jackson will convert 
his expand ing influence into 
solid accomplishment. 

However, with Jackson's role 
as a Democratic power broker 
v i rtua l ly · assu red ,  the key 
q uest ion for J ewish voters 
remains Jackson's att itude 
toward Jewish interests. While 
in the past four years Jackson 
has cult ivated a more main­
stream, middle-of-the-road 
image, troubling remarks linger. 

In 1 984 Jackson labeled Jews 

as " Hymies" and New York 
as "Hymie town". Jackson only 
apologized for his  " Hymie" 
reference when aids persuaded 
him that the remark would hurt 
h i s  cam p a i g n .  E v e n  t h e n  
Jackson added to his apology 
a list of d ifficult experiences 
he and his family have had 
with Jews as if to justify his 
comment with unfortunate,  
isolated personal encounters. 
That's like a YU student citing 
a fight with a Puerto R ican 
as grounds  fo r hat ing  a l l  
H ispanics. 

J ackson also refused t o  
r e n o u nce  t h e  R e v .  L o u i s  
Farrakhan who openly glorified 
Hi t ler and declared Judaism 
a "gutter religion". If Jackson 
canno t  p u b l ic ly  recogn i ze 
Far ra k h a n 's u n re s t ra i ned  
bigotry for what i t  is, how can 
we a s s u m e  J ac k s o n  fee l s  
differently? 

Among front running Demo­
crats only J ackson calls for 
a Pales t in ian  state .  Wh i le  
Jackson's journey to  Syria to 
free downed Navy pi lot Lt. 
Goodman deserves praise as 
a successful and worthy mis­
sion, his kinship with Syrian 
President Assad further unders­
cores his ties with the Arabs. 
As for Israel, Jackson reserves 
only constant criticism. 

Jackson claims he wants to 
"heal wounds". He has hired 
Gerald Austin, a well known 
Jewish political consultant, to 
act as his campaign manager. 
In a recent speech Jackson tried 
to connect with Jewish listeners 
using this l ine: .. You l ive i n  
Chicago and every day there's 
a new parade . . .  One day i t 's 
the Chinese New Year, next 
day it's Yorn Kippur." Admit­
tedly a harmless and probably 
well meaning joke, but c'mon 
Jesse get your holidays straight. 
Yorn Kippur is a fast not a 
celebration. 

A more serious i nstance 
wh ich i l lust rates J ackson 's 
continued hostility toward Jews 
is Jackson's response to a 
question at a California political 
luncheon. A young black lawyer 
asked J ackson whether h i s  
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relat ions with the Jews had 
improved. Jackson replied by 
criticizing "Jewish support" 
for the white South African 
government (perhaps he meant 
I srae l 's trade relations with 
South Africa) and ended by 
telling the lawyer "to let the 
Jews speak for themselves. "  
Why d o  references to Jews or 
Jewish issues faze Jackson so 
easily? 

Perhaps the most te l l ing 
example of Jackson's train of 
t hought emerges i n  a 1 979 
conversat ion  w i th  Hyman  
Bookbinder, Washington rep­
resentat ive of the American 
Jewish Committee (reprinted 
from t h e  N a t i o n ,  M a ry 
Summers, "The Front Runner", 
Nov. 28, 1 987, p.622): 

"I [ M r. Bookbinder] told 
him we can disagree on quotas 
or rights of Palestinians but 
I said, 'Jesse, when you talk 
of Jewish slumlords, you drive 
me up the wall . . .  you're talking 
about s lumlords, you're not 
ta lk ing about Jewish s lum­
lords. '  He said, 'Well, that's 
the d ifference, they're Jews . '  
I said, 'Jesse why do you point 
out their Jewishness? They're 
also white, they're all middle­
aged , they're all men. When 
you attribute to a group, to 
a segment of life, bad attributes 

owe Jackson a political favor 
such as a seat on the Cabinet. 
Should Jackson indeed harbor 
strong anti-semitic feelings 
his harm to Israel or American 
Jewry as, say Secretary of State, 
could prove devastating. 

Though some deny it, history 
has an uncomfortable way of 
re pea t ing  i t se l f. W h y  ask 
ourselves in four years, "Why 
didn't we stop Jackson when 
we had the chance; why were 
we so apathetic?" Act now. 
An organization called CPA 
has been established to monitor 
Jackson's campaign. One can 
get in touch with Congressman 

· Henkins for more information. 
More detailed information on 
CPA will appear in the future. 
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Features Change 

Leonard Gross, YC '88, 
has been elected Feature 
Editor of the COMMEN­
TATOR, announced Jon 
K at z a u e r ,  E d i t o r - i n ­
Chief. 

Mr. Gross has been a 
regular contributor in the 
past and will be working 
with Josh Annenberg. He 
replaces Roni Lebowitz, 
YC '88 who resigned to 
pursue other journalistic 
endeavors. 

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY 
TO ALL STUDENTS 

It is to the advantage of all students 
to periodically list their activities on 
Student Activity Sheets, which can be 
obtained either ·in the Registrar's office 
(F- 1 25) or in Dr. Nulman' s office (F-
1 04) .  They are helpful in preparing 
letters of  recommendation and 1n 
distributing honors at Graduation. 

of an i ndividual or two, you ---------------------­
are being bigoted , you a re 
saying Jews are s lumlords . . .  
Do you get angry ·when you 
read stories about black rapists? 
They're not  b l ack  rapis ts ,  
t hey're rapists. And anytime 
you and I see references to black 
rapists you and · I  should get 
very angry ... " It  did not register. 
Apparently Jackson confuses 
s tere o types  w it h  r e a l i t y .  
Whether consciously or not, 
Jackson bases his beliefs on 
long�standing; i:om111only-' 
held prejudices which he refuses 
to evaluate critically. 

What most Jews don't realize 
is that Jackson need not be 
elected President to significantly 
d amage  J ew i s h  i n t e r e s t s .  
Jackson's power looms large · 
enough that a Democrnt ic 
president could conce ivably 

TO ALL CANDIDATES FOR GRADUATION 
SEPT '87, JAN '88, JUNE '88 

If you are attending commencement exercises 
Thursday, June 2, 1 988: 

1 .  Have you filed for graduation with the 
office of the registrar? 

If your name is not on their computer listing: 
- cap and gown will not be ordered· for you 
- no tickets and instructions will be mailed 
- your name will not be listed in the com-
mencement program 

2. Commencement exercises will be held in 
Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center. Since 
there is limited seating capacity, all tickets 
will be distributed by mail only in limited 
quantities via the computer lists. 

LETTERS ----------------! To all YC Students of 
-----------------------------------------1 Jun io r  S tanding :  M r . 

To the Editor: 
Often regarded by some 

unscrupulous reporters as being 
mere "protests" lH,.·"demon­
st rat ions", within Israel the 
world has actually been witness 
to urban guerilla warfare fought 
by Arab combatants armed 
with Molotov cocktails, knives, 
crowbars, and stones. This 
insurrection is deadly, its targets 
are Jews and if left unchecked 
it would wreak havoc upon 
Israel. Imagine any government 
not responding to such a threat 
and yet Israel has been con­
demned for any and every 
measure it has employed in  
its defense. 

Those who seek to harm 
I s rael must face the I s rael 
Defense Forces that stand 
between them and the citizens 
of the Jewish State. S ince 
Israel's establishment in 1948, 
the Israeli Defense Forces have 
assured that the Arab pogroms 

of the past , within the land , 
do 1101 recur in our time. 

The critics of Israel have been 
vocal and thev have been heard . 
Recent surveys on American 
attitudes toward Israel indicate 
a decrease in support due to 
criticism by notables and . the 
press. While those in opposition 
have had their say, those who 
stand with Israel must come 
fo r th  and p ro c l a i m  t h e i r  
support for Israel. A) Join the 
pro-Israel ral l ies. B) Write 
letters in support of Israel to 
your representatives in Con­
gress. C) Write and phone the 
networks and tell them of your 
views regarding their coverage 
of recent events in Israel. Stand 
up and be counted, Israel needs 
your support. 
Larry Dominitch 
Bernard Revel Graduate School 

To the Editor: 
Although life in Muss Hall 

is usually a thoroughly pleasant 
and enjoyable experience, there 
are a few problems that must 
be add ressed. Over the past 
few months the heat in. Muss 
H a l l  has been mak i ng an  
incredibly loud and distracting 
banging.clanging, and rattling 
noise, making it impossible for 
some residents to sleep. The 
wate r  t em perat u re i n  t he 
showers violently fluctuates 
several t imes each minute, 
presenting a burn hazard, and 
t he re is i nsuffic ient  water 
pressure on the fifth floor, as 
the toilets are not always able 
to clear themselves of debris. 

Several students, the Res­
ident  Cou nc i l ,  and Rabb i  
Cheifetz have brought this  
problem to the attent ion of 
M r. Douglas Rogers, Director 
of Plant operations, but to no 
avai l .  S tudents complain ing 

to Mr. Rogers and his depart­
ment have met rudeness and 
apathy. Letters have not been 
answered. Commitments have 
not been honored. The only 
plan put forth by Mr. Rogers 
was a request to give him more 
t ime to study, observe, and 
diagnose the pro�lem. This time 
has amounted to more than 
a month -- with no solution 
implemented as of yet. 

It is intolerably unfair that 
the residents of Muss Hall must 
put up with such disturbances, 
especially during reading and 
final weeks, when the noises 
were particularly severe. If Mr. 
Rogers is capable of solving 
this problem and is interested 
in · doing so, he should proceed 
immediately to implement a 
solution. I f  he is not, he should 
be replaced with someone who 
is sensitive to the plight of the 
Muss Hall residents. 
Doron Spierer 
YC 

Robert Katz, Assitant to 
t h e  Dean  of Ye sh iva  
College will be available 
for Junior credit checks 
beginning March I .  
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Gurock 
continued from page I 
assi stant Shulamit Goldstein, 
an al umna of Stern College, 
p eru sed 1 0,000 student fi l es 
from 1 928 to t h e  present , 
devising a questionnaire based 
on the students' appl ications 
to YU. Dr. Gurock notes that 
t h e  ap p l i cat i o n  fo rm has 
remained essentially unchanged 
throughout the years, except 
for the inclusion in the 1960's 
o f  a 4 u est i o n  ask i n g  t h e  
occupation of the mother of 
the prospective student. 

Whi le  Dr . Gurock ad mit s 
that applicants are not always 
qu i te  truthful in complet ing 
their applications, he contend s 
that with a perceptive reading 
much can be determined con­
cerning their own personalities 
and their  preconcept ions of  
Y U .  He  add s  that, unt i l  the 
1 950's, YU re4u1red three essays 
for admission to the College 
i nqu i r i ng  why t he  st udent  
wishes to attend, a description 
of a typi cal week end in the  
student's home, and a discus­
sion of any unassigned readings 
a st ud ent had accompl ished 
during the previous summer. 
On  o n e  un u sual ly cand id  
application, the applicant stated 
that ideally he would attend 
a more intense yeshiva where 
he could concentrate exclusively 
on his Torah studies; however, 
as he unfortunately needed to 
learn a vocation, he would try 
to make  the  best of a bad 

Debate Over 

School Calendar 
by Neil Torc1.yner 

T h e  Y esh i va  U n iversi t y  
Senate recently voted to start 
school later than usual next 
semester. The Senate vote which 
was passed by an overwhelming 
9 --2  margin stated that aca­
d em ic  year for 1 988- 1 989 
should begin on October 1 6th 
1 98 8 .  Th i s  late  start would 
enable Yeshiva University to 
avoid schedul ing school days 
aro u nd t h e  ho l id ay s  t h at 
ge�erally break up the semester. 

However, the decision isn't 
that simple. Dean Rosenfeld 
who himself is in favor of a 
lat e  start said that although 
the Senate has input "it does 
not dictate  the final dicision". 
The  d eci sion  is made  aft er 
hearing the various inputs and 
consid ering the various con­
flicting views. Some of the other 
views were those of the Jewish 
Studies department, the Senate 
at Stern College, and the view 
of Dr. Lamm. 

The Jewish Studies depart­
ment was concerned that if the 
semester would begin after the 
hol idays there would be no 
learning during the month of 
E lu l .  The Senat e  at St ern 
College voted to begin school 
early. Also it is rumoured that 
Dr.  Lamm is in favor of an 
early start. The tentative date 
for the first day of school next 
year is August 30th 1 988. There 
will not be an extended inter­
session but ending school on 
May 23rd 1 989 i s  being con­
sid ered .  The fin al d eci si on  
hasn't been made yet. 

si t uat ion .  The. st udent  was 
admitted. 

The importance of this book, 
in Dr. Gurock's view, l ies in 
i t s  role as a baromet er of 
Am eri can at t i tud es toward 
Orthodoxy and Jud ai sm in 
general, and of the changing 
Ameri can Jewish relationship 
wi th h igher ed ucat ion . For 
instance, Dr. Gurock explains 
that the reasons students choose 
to attend Y U  depend largely 
upon the times, from the 1 920's, 
when the opportunities for an 
observant Jew were severely 
' l imited by the inflexibility of 
class sched ules and extracur­
r icu lar and ath l et i c  event s  
confl icting with t he  Shabbat , 
to the present day, with insti­
tutions such as Queens College 
that offer extensive credits  for 
I srael study. Obviously, Dr. 
Gurock continues, these chang­
ing situations lead to evolving 
mot ivations  on t he  part of 
st ud ent s att end i ng  Y eshiva. 
Today ,  he  cites. " fr iend sh ip  
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patterns, famil ial pressures," 
and the un ique opportun i ty 
to st udy both  "Torah" and 
"Mada" on one campus as the 
primary factors in most stu­
dents' decisions. 

Other interesting anecdotes 
include the years immediately 
fo l lowing  t he  d eath o f  Dr .  
Bernard R evel, found er and 
first President of YU ,  and the 
en suing d ebate  over whether 
to establish a dual presidency 
i ncorporat ing one "Presid ent 
of Torah" and one of Mada, 
as well as the original plan for 
the Main Center consisting of 
four buildings in the style of 
Tannenbaum H all facing  one 
another and complete with  a 
football stad ium on the  sit e  
where now stand s  the  Max 
Stern Athletic Center, a concept 
reluctantly aborted upon the 

advent of  the Great Depression. 
In addition, the book d iscusses 
the founding of Stern College 
fo r Wom en and t he  James 
Striar School, source of YU's 
first great basketball players. 

H aving completed one book, 
Dr. Gurock is now plann ing 
anot h er ,  a " bi bl i o gr aph i c  
d i ctionary and source guide" 
to the h istory o f  Orthodoxy 
i n  Ameri ca, part o f  a t hree 
vol ume  set d eali ng  wi th  t h e  
Orthodox, Con servative, and 
R efo rm movemen t s  wit h i n  
Judai sm t o  b e  publi shed by 
Greenwood Press. Dr. Gurock's 
goal i s  to create a source of 
basi c material on  Ameri can 
Orthodoxy for the scholar of 
the futu re. Cal l i ng  t h e  area 
of Orthodox Judaism "badly 
under st ud i ed ," Dr. Gu rock 
plans to include  in the work, 
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among other items, I 00 brief 
bi o gr aph i es o f  prom i n en t  
R abbi s chosen as "exemplars 
of pat t ern s of resi st an ce o r  
accomodation," t h e  two fun­
damental orientations that he  
traces throughout the history 
of Orthodoxy in t h e  Uni t ed 
States. In order to accomplish 
this monumental t ask, he hopes 
to attract interested YU stu­
d en t s  to r esearch and wri t e  
profiles fo r  the book, in  return 
earning  a byl ine in the  pub­
l i catio.n and l earn i ng  mor e  
about this i mportant element 
of our heritage out side of t he 
classroom. It would be fitt ing, 
Dr. Gurock concludes, for the 
d efinitive history of American 
Orthodox Judai sm to be com­
pleted by students at America's 
foremost Orthodo x  Jewi sh 
University. 

IESEARCH ASSIS!AnS WAIDD ... 
. . . for a documentary history 
on the history of Orthodoxy 
in the United States. Please 
contact Dr. Jeffrey S. Gurock, 

960-5251 .  

Accountillg For Liberal Arts Majors 
accounting majors have done 
exceedi ngly well . i n  previous 
years at Toche Ross and feels 
t h at t h e  l iberal art s  majors  
would do  well i n  the  M. S. 
program. The program this year 
i s  being expanded to 75 par­
t icipants  up from 50 this past 
y ear. He feels t hat although 
in past years the program has 
been al most excl u si v ely for 
students of I vy League schools 
since they trad itionally do not 
o ff er account ing courses, he . 
feels that our liberal arts majors 
would be of equal caliber. All 
n i n e  parti ci pati n g  firms wil l  
be happy to consider sponsor­
sh i p  o f  Yesh i v a  o r  St ern 

by David Wolf 
Are you a liberal arts major 

and wonderi ng what type of 
job you arc qualified for with 
your d egree'? Do you have 
l im i ted job experi ence'? Are 
you now considering a job in 
accounting due to the recent 
down swing  on Wall Street? 
Arc you find ing that employers 
want a graduate business degree 
and graduate business schools 
want job experience? Well, on 
Wed n esday February 3 ,  a 
unique and exciting opportu­
nity, which previously had been 
exclusively for students of Ivy 
League o r  si m i l ar qual i ty  
colleges, was presented to YU 
liberal arts majors by the Sy 
Syms School of Business, that 
can solve these problems. The 
solution is the Master of Science 
in Accounting program at New 
York U n iversi ty 's Grad uate 
School of Business Adminis­
t rat ion (GBA) . Dean Schiff 
of the SSSB, who was one of 
the original architect s of the 
program seve11teen years ago, 
and John Barch , d irector of 
recruit i ng  for Touche  Ro ss, 
described the program. 

The M . S. in Accounting i s  
a joint program between nine 
accounting firms (all the Big­
-E i ght fi rms  and Spicer & 
Oppenheim) and GBA. Stu­
dents in the program combine 
formal graduate study at GBA, 
with employment at one of the 
nine accounting firms. At GBA 
the  st uden t s  will l earn the  
t ech ni cal sk i l l s  n eed ed t o · 
succeed in the business world . · 

At the same time, the students 
will put the knowled ge they 
have learned. to real life expe­
rience as full t ime employees 
of an accounting firm. 

Before a student can start 
the program, .he must interview 
with a· participating accounting 
firm to be sponsored . Only after 
the student receives sponsorship 
may he  p roceed to apply to 
G BA. The program lasts for 
fifteen months and is d ivided 
into three segments. The first 
segment starts in June and lasts 
until September. During  th is  
summer segment the participant 
is a full time student at G BA 
taking  accounting courses. The 
next segment is from September 
until June where the participant 
works full time as a compen­
sated employee at their spon­
soring  firm, and takes courses 
at GBA two n ights a week . 
The last segment is similar to 
t h e  fi rst se·gment where t h e  
participant i s  a full time student 
at G BA f �om June until Sep­
t ember. All the part i cipant s  
in the program follow the same 
sequence of courses, and take 
all the courses together, thus 
forming a very cohesive group. 

It should be emphasized that 
participants are paid compet­
itive salaries by their sponsoring 
fi rms, and even though i t  is 
a joint program between the 
firms and GBA. the participants 
must pay for the M.S. Degree 
themselves. All the firms pay 
the  same salary to ·prev en t  
competition between students 
for certai n  firms. Last year's 

sal ary was $33 ,750 fo r t h e  
fi fteen month s  o r  $27 ,000 
an.nually, and tuition at GBA 
was $22,000. Financial aid i s  
available t o  those i n  need. 

Upon compl et ion o f  t h i s  
ri gorous fifteen month  pro­
gram , t h e  par t i ci pant wi l l  
receive an M.S. in  Accounting. 
Furthermore, he will have taken 
enough courses to be able to 
t ak e  t h e  Cert i fi ed Publ i c  
Accountant 's (CPA) exam. 
Lastly, the stud ent will h ave 
n ine  month s o f  exper i ence 
under his belt. Graduates are 
in high demand and aggressively 
recruited by investment bankers 
and other fin an cial firms for 
their  unique  combinat ion of 
a liberal arts background and 
accounting knowledge . 

Gradu ates o f  the program 
can take a few more courses, 
at N.Y.U .  and receive the more 
popular M. B . A. ,  whi ch 80% 
of the participants have opted 
to do. 

Mr. Barch said that YU's 

• students, a feat unmatched by 
any other college in this area. 

Dean Schiff said t hat t he 
most popular major was eco­
no mics, but all l iberal art s  
majors are accepted. Mr. Barch 
noted that the best participant 
h i s  fi rm had was a r el i gi o n  
major from Yale, who recently 
enrolled in Yale Law School 
after three years at T oche Ross. 

Stud ents  in terested i n  t h e  
program are urged t o  meet with 
Assistant Dean J askoll imme­
d iately in Belfer 4 1 2  for further 
instruction on how to apply. 
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JSS Continues to Flourish 
by Larry Portal 

Approximately thirty years 
ago, the necessity for a Yeshiva 
gear ed solely for Ba  'a  le i  
Teshuva became apparent. In  
response to  this need , Rav 
Besd in, zt"l, opened the James 
Striar School of Jewish Studies. 
I ts main objec tiv e was to 
provide a Jewish education for 
stud ents w ith little or no 
background in Judaic Studies. 
I n  subsequent years other 
institutions with a similar 
objective have evolved ,  both 
in the United States and in 
Israel. 

As with all institutions, JSS 
has undergone various changes 
since its inception. One thing, 
however, that has not changed , 
is its ultimate goal: To provide 
a love for learning by all of 
its students regardless of their 
academic Jewish Studies back­
ground. JSS has accomplished 
this goal by providing classes 
covering the basics in Halacha, 
Chumash and Hashkafa. 

When a student shows signs 
of progress, Rabbi Yud in, 
current head of J SS, w ill 
encorage the student to advance 
to a higher level in JSS. I n  
certain cases, when a student's 
progress proves to be exem­
plary, Rabbi Yud in will encour­
age him to try a shiur in MYP. 
Furthermore, with the aid of 
its student council, JSS shows 
its . students a new perspective 
in Judaism, one which exists 

outside the classroom or any 
soc ial gathering w hic h i s  
or ganized by the stud ent 
council. The events arranged 
stimulate stud ents' spiritual 
end eavor s back in the 
classroom. 

One of the most obviou s 
changes to emanate over the 
last few years is the popularity 
of JSS with students of yeshiva 
backgrounds. Several years ago 
in a poll taken in various JSS 
classrooms, na one responded 
affirmatively when asked if he 
had a yeshiva background. This 
year , of the 223 stu d ents  
enrolled in JSS, three-quarters 
responded affirmatively to that 
question. Several JSS students 
attributed this dramatic change 
to the fact that many students 
who are far above the level 
of JSS enroll to make their 
workload more manageable. 
M oreover, even advanced 
students in JSS take beginner 
courses for the same reason. 
However ,  most of the JSS 
stud ents w ith yeshiva back­
grounds are enrolled in the more 
advanced c lasses that J SS 
offers. These students argue 
that their workload in J SS 
indeed is more arduous than 
it would have been had they 
enrolled in MYP. MYP stu­
d ents have one shiu r for 
approximately one-and -a-half 
hours, while JSS students have 
three-and -a- half hours of 

shiurim. This assertion by JSS 
stud ents is subject to some 
d ispute. 

The MYP student claims that 
his program is more laborious 
becau se the shiur end s two 
hour s  after those of J SS. 
Consequ ently, his secular 
classes will end later. Further­
more, Jewish History, Hebrew, 

and Bible requirements, which 
J SS students fulfill in the 
morning, M YP students must 
take in the afternoon. I n  
contrast to how JSS students 
feel about the preparatory shiur, 
most M YP take their shiur 
seriously, contributing to what 
amounts to be a longer and 
more strenous day. 

A separate category includes 
a group of students who would 
like a more challenging cur­
riculum than what JSS offers, 
but which they fail to receive 
from the other two programs. 

MY P's curriculum consists only 
of a gemorah shiur plus the 
three hour preparation shiur 
which these stud ents do  not 
feel they can endure. I BC, on 
the other hand consists of a 
program which is somewhat 
more intense than JSS. Stu­
dents, however, are reluctant 
to enroll in the program since 
many of the lectures are given 
in Hebrew. This d iscussion 
leads to the following question: 
Does I BC serve as the inter­
mediate level between YP and 
JSS? M any students think it 
does not for the aforementioned 
reason. Some feel that another 
Jewish Studies program should 
be implemented , w i th the 
intensity of the IBC program, 
but with the classes give_n in 
English. 

Some students expressed a 
d ifficulty with developing a 

love for learning in the atmo­
sphere of a JSS classroom. 
Classes are delivered in a similar 
fashion to that of secular 
classes, and thus they are treated 
as such. Students will aspire 
to obtain a good grade knowing 
that the cred it will count as 
much as cred it received from 
secular classes. However ,  the 
situation w ith the Ba'alei 
Teshuva stud ents i s  quite 
different. Due to the fact they 
have never experienced a Judaic 
Studies lecture, they are much 
more enthu siastic about the 
classes and consequently find 
J SS more reward ing than 
students with a Yeshiva back­
ground. 

Consid ering the original 
purpose and intent of the JSS 
program (i.e. to reach out to 
the Ba'alei Teshuva), this 
observation is not surprising. 
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ISRAEL AT 40: UNREST AND UNCERTAINTY 

by J.  Katzauer 
Lately, that mechanism we 

call the press h as found another 
cross for Israel to bear. Essen­
ti ally just the revised version 
of an old story, it is the quest 
for Palestini an autonomy. The 
medi a has seized the  oppor­
t unity with typi cal disregard 
for responsible journalism, and 
worse, for objective reporting. 

Admittedly, the situation is 
explosive. True, the Arabs have 
a ri ght for some measure of 
self-government. Also true, the 
I sr ael i s  are h andl i n g  t he 
situation in less than delicate 
fas hi on. U nfortunately ,  t he 
reaction from foreign powers 
has been an outrage typ ical 
of a person with his own failings 
to cover, rather than an honest 
a t t empt  at c a lmi n g  t he 
situation. 

From America this outcry 
is at least understandable: The 
country living on your money 
should whistle your tune. To 
hear protest from the Russians, · 
a p eople who very quietly 
murdered 1 .2 million Afghans 
in  their own attempt at milit ary 
rule, is hypocritical. Then, for 
a has-been power like Great 
Bri t ain to  cri t i ci ze Israel 's 
measures is simply ludicrous. 
England can not only c laim 
t he  honor of i nvent ing the 
co ncentrat ion camp for t he 
civ i l i an popul ace of South 
Africa, but also of having failed 
to handle a simi lar situ ation 
in the identical country forty 
ye ars ago, and of fai l ing to 
s olve  t he same problem in 
Nort hern Ireland exc ept by 
similar methods to the I sraelis. 

The War on Reality 
For these countries to mourn 
the  de aths of forty Arabs in 
a situation they cannot judge 
accurately is out of place. 

The dis sen sion within the 
ranks of Ameri can Jewry is 
even more hurtful, and to the 
I sraelis more insulting, t han 
world opinion. It is the "edu­
cated" guesswork of Jewish 
le aders who watch the news 
and then base their statements 
on this adopted knowledge . 
It bears as much rel ation to  
fact as most oth er oft-told 
stories: The story is spun ever 
bigger and looser. Thus, the 
statements of certain Zionists 
th at the s it u ation resembles 
a pogrom must be t aken with 
a grain of salt. Having been 
in the territories at some points 
i n  t he i nsurrect ions, t hi s  
reporter saw occasions of stone 
th rowi ng and a re ason abl e 
re act ion by the  army. It i s  
notewort hy that rarely w as 
there any hint of incident until 
press crews and t elevision 
cameras h ad arrived · on the 
scene. 

The main compl aints of the 
Arabs are th at t hey require 
some autonomy, and that they 
resent occupation. Many also 
feel t hat Israel i s  not doing 
enough for t hem. Little can 
be done at this point with regard 
to the first problems, no one 
h as yet suggested a viable plan 
th at will lead both sides to the 
negotiating table. There is some 
dou bt as to whether s u ch a 
solution can be found in the 
foreseeable future. However, 
one must  real ize t h at t he 
rejection of peace plans is based 

in both sides, not Israel alone. 
In terms of working for the 

refugees, Israel is unquestion­
ably laboring harder than the 
previous administrations in the 
territories. Electricity for many 
is a relatively new feature, as 
is running water and roads. 
Additionally, they do not pay 
taxes, nor do they serve in the 
army, although the choi ce 
belongs to t he indiv i du al .  
Therefore, they also do not 
vote. 

Of course, they are still a 
nation conquered. The people, 
in vast numbers, live in refugee 
camps. This fact, often and 
e asi ly blamed on Isr ael, has 
little to do with Israeli choice. 
United Nations Resolution A 
RES/ 32/90 adopted in 197 1  
expressly forbids any Israeli 
attempts to resettle the refugees: 
"The General Assembly reit­
erates strongly its demand that 
Israel desist from the removal 
and resettlement of Palestine 
refugees in the  G aza Strip." 
This  resolution is renewed 
annually, this year by a vote 
of 1 50 t o  two, wi th three 
abstentions. 

A simi l ar resolution exists 
for the area called the West 
Bank , and is also updat ed 
annually, this time by a vote . 
of 1 45 to two, with seven 
abstentions. It is even more 
strongly worded: "The General 
Assembly, alarmed by Israel's 
p lans to remove and resettle 
the Pal estine refugees of the 
West Bank and destroy their 
camps . . .  calls once again upon 
Israel to abandon those plans 
and to refrain from any action 

that leads to  the removal and 
res et t lem ent  o f  P al es t i ne 
refugees in the West Bank . . .  " 

Despite this ruling, since 1 970 
Israel has built homes for all 
who ask, i ncluding a p arcel 
of land and any public build­
i n  gs , al l p rov i de d  by t he 
government at no cost to the 
individu al. This has allowed 
over ninety thous and Arabs 
to l eave t he set t ings of the 
refugee camps. Many more do 
not choose this solution due 
to overt threats from the PLO. 

Therefore, after twenty years 
at loggerheads, it is natural 
for p atience to run short on 
both sides. But if Arabs are 
excused for burning and killing 
I s r ae l i  civ i l i ans , is it n ot 
reasonable to forgive soldiers 
for breaking the arms that 
throw those Molotov cocktails? 
Apparently not. Whilst many 
wer e  wi l l i ng t o  abide t he 
shooting of some rioters by 
the army, without comment, 
there is a squeamishness over 
the breaking of bones that has 
resulted in world indignation. 
Ironic as it may be, Bernard 
Shaw st ated, "Ass assination 
is t he extreme form of cen­
sorship." In this case it seems 
to be the only form of censure. 

Israelis confess that the "Iron 
Fist" method is insensitive, but 
they also see little choice short 
of capital measures. It is naive 
to ask t he  world to be so 
realist ic, but the Di aspora 
should at l east understand the 
impossibility of t he Isr aeli 
position. If it c annot, l et it 
be quiet. 

Israeli Ambassador Presents History of Peace Initiatives 
by Jonathan Bandier 

Last week the  Columbia 
U niversity Middle East Institute 
pre sented the ini t ial meet ing 
of i ts  1 988 lect ure um! fi lm 
series, Israe l at Fortv: Pers­
pect ives .  at the Sch oo l  of 
I n t ernat i onal A ffai rs . The 
speaker  was the  H onorable 
M oshe Arad. I sraeli Am bas­
sador to the United States. who 
presented an historical back­
ground to t he Arab- ls ra� l i  
conflic t .  st ressing th roughout 
t h e  de s i re of t he I srae l i s  to 
establish peace in the M iddle 
East and to treat their Pales­
t i n i an  ne igh bors i n  a fai r 
manner. 

M r . A ra d  began w i t h  an 
appeal to the Arab nations to 
ac cept that I s rael w i l l  never 
re li n4u is h  i ts  nat ional inde­
pendem:c just as they  themselves 
would not. and that it would 
be much better if the countries 
in t he M i ddle East c o u l d  
establish a region of peace "on 
the basis of cooperation". 

The Ambassador then gave 
a h i st o ry o f  I s rae l i  peace 
i n i t i at i ves  a n d  h ow t he s e  
attempts have been met with 
scorn on the part of the Arab 
nation s. He  started wi th the 
United Nations Part i tion Plan 

of Palestine of November, 1 947, 
an acceptance of the  Jewish 
people that was immedi ately 
met with violent uprising. Yet 
despite Arab aggression, Prime 
M in i ster Dav id  Ben-Gurion 
proposed the return to Israeli 
soil of hundreds nf thousands 
of Palestinian� . 

" From t he moment o f  i t s  
b irth .  Israel made the attain­
ment of peace in its region the 
primary goal of its existence." 
said Arad. "We extended our 
hand. as we s t i l l  do. Lo all 
neighboring states in a common 
effort toward 1he adYancemcnt 
of the M iddle East . "  

Mr. A rad then j u mped to 
1 967 and the events of .l une 
that led to t he escalat ion of 
war and the eventual Is rael i  
vic1ory . I n  response 10 the claim 
that it was I srael which initiated 
the fight ing. the Ambassador 
said simply that "we mobilized · 
only when major Egyptian units 
c rossed the Suez Canal into 
the Si nai . "  Peace and t he 
maintenance of a stat us quo 
were the primary concerns of 
the Is rae l i  government . "We 
wai t ed  in  order t o  en able 
President Johnson to init iate 
international pressure to keep 

the Straits of Tirhan open. Our 
pattern of efforts to maintain 
peace reve als that the war was 
won by t h e  si de th at tr ied 
hardest to avoid it." 

The Ambassador went on 
to praise the entire Camp David 
Accord process, reaffi rming 
that i t  serves the interest s of 
both Egypt and Israel and that 
it was a solid groundwork that 
is "setting a precedent that' we 
hope our other Arab neighbors 
wi 1 1 learn from." 

W h e n  M r . A ra d  f i nal l y  
moved on t o  t h e  Palest in ian 
si1 uat ion of the past year. one 
cou l d sec  o n  h i s  face t h e  
frust rat ion which his govern­
ment feels. He explained that 
an in te r im measure to form 
an authority to run the affairs 
of the Palest in ians was pro­
posed . This would have been 
a self  governing body rcspon­
si ble for economic .  soc i al . 
educat i o na l. c u l t u ra l ,  an d 
j udicial aspects of the i r  life .  
T h e  one condit ion was t hat 
I s ra el wou ld ret ai n  secur i tv  
forces along the .J ordan Rive;, 
t hough  i n te ract ion between 
Israeli soldiers and the  occu­
pant s of the West Bank and 
Gaza would be minimized. 

Unfortunately, Arab repre­
sentatives to  a seminar on the 
C ar ter  pres idency he ld at 
Temple University, which Mr. 
Aradattended, rejected forth­
right t he proposal as no longer 
rel evant ,  cl aim ing it should 
be "relegated to the du stbin 
of history." 

So the  Palest in ians h ave  
placed their trust in a radical 
leadership whose aim i s  not 
to resolve conflict. but "rather 
to supcrcede I srael . "  They've 
kept the people in the camps 
as a "trump card". according 
to Arad. 

Despite t he severe unrest of 
the past two months  du ring 
which .  M r. Arad admi t s, an 
exce ssive u se of force h as 
probably been u sed. there is 
still t he effort on t he part of 
t he I srae l i  government  t o  
" m ai ntain tranq u i l i t y  i n  t h e  
region ." 

"No one will do this for us 
and it must be done. The onlv 
way to do it is at the negotiating 
table . Rut no one should expect 
I srael to  re treat from t h i s  
territory without the guarantee 
that they won't be used once 
again as platforms for attacks 
against Israel." 
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YC Students Join 
Rally at Columbia 

by Behnam Dayanim and Jon Bandier 

Last Thursday, in front of 
the Columbia University Law 
School, supporters of the State 
of Isr ael gathered to  honor 
Israel's 40th Anniversary and 
to express their unity in support 
of the Jewish state. The rally, 
attended by more than 200 
students, including a noticeable 
contingent from Yeshiva Col­
l ege, was held to protest the 
disruption the previous week 
of  a s cheduled address by 
Bri gadi er G en er al A mnon 
Straschnow, the Judge Advo­
cat e  Gener al of the Isr ael 
Defense Force, and coincided 
with t he visit to  Columbi a 
University of the Honorable 
Moshe Arad, the Israeli Ambas­
sador to  t he U ni ted St ates . 
Straschnow's speech was can­
ce�led when a large group of 

anti)Israel protesters demon­
strated both outside the L aw 
School building and inside the 
auditorium, refusing to let him 
speak. 

The rally, sponsored by the 
Council of J ewish Organiza­
tions (CJO), was an effort to 
present a wide range of pers­
p ectives on t he Middle E ast 
situation, while demanding the 
basic American right of free 
speech, denied to Gen. Strasch­
now the previous week. Speak­
ers at the rally emphasized the 
importance of a fair settlement 
to the recent problems in the 
West Bank and Gaza, and the 
predominant mood, as stressed 
by both the Chairman of the 
CJO, Joshua Rochlin, and the 
group's political action coor-

continued on page 8 

A Moral Israel Should Make a Moral Decision 
by Eitan Gorlin 

I n  order to put down the 
Palestinian uprising in  the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, the Israeli 
government must devise and 
implement a polit ical policy 

· that recognizes the Palestini ans' 
l egi t i m at e  ri ght t o  s el f­
determination. Thi s  recognition 
will allow Israel to focus on 
the root cause of the continuing 
v i ol ence, t he P al es t ini ans '  
dissatisfaction with  second­
class status. 

As long as Jews conti nue 
to view Palestinians as enemies 
that have forfeited their rights, 
the unrest will continue. We 
must, instead, accept the fact 
that Palestinians have the same 
aspirations as any other people. 
Israeli hawks, however, seem 
to ignore this human element 
i n  P al estin i an n ationalism. 
They have convinced them­
selves that Palestinians do not 
mind occup ation. For t hat 
reason, certain right wing Israeli 
p ol i t ic i ans h av e  av oi ded 
addressing Palestinian grievan­
ces by pointing the finger at 
the P .L .O. Prime  Minister 
Shamir would, therefore, like 
to b el iev e  t hat P al est ini ans 
would stop protesting if "the 
fear of death would be put in 
them." This attitude stems from 
another quasi-racist miscon­
ception that "the only l anguage 

Arabs spe ak is force. " This 
misconception is being proved 
wrong every day as mobs of 
Palestini ans continue to riot 
desp i t e  Defens e  Mi nis t er 
Rabin's pronounced policy of 
"might, force, and beatings." 

Israel's "iron fist" policy is 
not only ineffective; it is self­
defeating. Whether or not Israel 
has the right to shoot and beat 
protestors is not the issue. What 
is import ant is the fact that 
every chi ld  kil led by I srael i  
gunfi r e  and ev ery w om an 
bruised by an  Israeli stick serves 
t o  further  r adi c a l i z e  and 
ant agonize the entire P ales­
tinian population. Stern mea­
sures are inflaming the mobs, 
not dispersing them. 

Pal estin i ans will cont inue 
throwing stones as long as they 
feel they are being denied basic 
democratic rights and humil­
iated by having to comply with 
the w hims of .any eighteen 
year-old Isr aeli c arrying a 
gun. Israel must realize that 
military force cannot convince 
the P alestini ans to accept a 
st at us quo that has J ewish 
soldiers p atrolling the streets 
of Nablus. The last few months 
have proved that no amount 
of force can stomp out t he 
human spirit. 

I n  addition, history has 
shown t hat p eopl e  do not 

appreciate foreign domination 
and are wil l ing to w age war 
to achieve independence. The 
American and Jewish p asts, 
in  p articular, have taught us  
t h at no c iv i lized cou nt ry , 
excluding those that would be 
willing to practice genocide, 
can successfully rule a people 
t hat desires to be free. The 
American Revolution and the 
British withdrawal from Pales­
t ine attest to t he fact t hat 
p hysical power is no m atch 
for nationalism. 

I s r ael ,  unfort unat ely,  i s  
learning this lesson the hard 
way. D espite Isr ael 's pol i cy 
of "might, force, and beatings," 
the violence is not subsiding. 
Instead the policy is destroying 
Israel's image abroad, demor­
alizing its youth, and trans­
forming isolated disturbances 
i nto a civili an-supported, 
full-scal e  Palestini an rebel­
lion. It has become evident that 
even "Cochot Tzahal" c annot 
restore calm in the occupied 
territories. The, new Palestini an, 
who underst ands his rights, 
will never again accept being 
r u l ed by anot her p eop le. 
Therefore, there seems to be 
only one w ay t o  stop t he 
b l oods hed: by ending t he 
occup ation. Whet her t hi s  
ent ails giv ing  up  l and or 
gr ant i ng t he P al es t i ni ans 

limited autonomy is a question 
with which the politici ans must 
grapple. Like it or not, Israel, 
l ike c olon i al Bri tain ,  m ust 
recognize when to give up. 

I am in no way blaming Israel 
for the present situ ation. In  
fact, Israel i s  being forced to  
suffer the consequences of a 
Palestini an refugee problem 
cre ated by the insensitivity of 
the Arab states. Furthermore, 
we must remember that it was 
the Arab states' determination 
in 1 967 to destroy the Jewish 
people that c ompelled Israel 
to assume the role of occupier. 
I n  addition despite t he cor­
rupting i nfluences of occupa­
tion, Israel has tried to be as 
benevolent an occupi er as 
possible. Due to Israel's dem­
ocratic and just nature, Pales­
tinians seem to be much better 
off economically and politically 
now t han they were u n der 
Jordanian or Egyptian control. 
Nonetheless, Isr ael's l ack of 
bl ame does not exempt it from 
dealing with the aspirat ions 
of those peopl e  living under 
its rule. 

Let u s  t herefore , s t op 
denouncing Israel as immoral .  
I t  has done nothing m alicious. 
Instead, American Jews should 
encourage Israel to gracefully 
and mor ally rid its elf of an 
externally imposed mess .  

The PLO: Peace Representative or Instigator 
by Jerry M .  Glazer 

A big problem i n  recent 
weeks concerning the Jewish 
people is the anti-Israel media 
bias. This problem is enlarged 
by other factors. One of these 
other factors is the anti-Israel 
feeling amongst cert ain Jews 
and J ewish groups. Recently 
many Jews have written to the 
press condemning Israel. One 
such example of this is a letter 
printed by The Star Ledger, 
New Jersey's largest circulating 
paper, on January 25 of this 
year by the Middle East Com­
mit tee of t he New J ewish 
Agenda. In response, J erry 
Glazer (Y.C. '90) wrote a letter 
which was published by The 
Star Ledger on February 6. 
The two letters are as follows: 
To the editor: 

The cont inu ing and escal­
ating violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza i s  the inevit able result 
of a prolonged mili t ary occu­
p at i on .  For 20 y ears t h e 
Palestin ian population in  the 
occupied territories h as been 
l i v i n g  u n der  condi t ions  of 
t ens ion an d degr ad at ion. It  
should have come tJ'no surprise 
that their frustrated desire for 
nat iona l self-det erminat ion 
in  their own independent state 
has led to increased hosti l ities. 

Together with many Israeli s. 
we are deeply con cerned for 
hum an rights on the Gaza and 
West B ank Palest inians. We  
are a lso aware of the tragic 
consequences for Israel of the 
continuing occupation. 

Many Israelis - and sup­
.porters of Isr ael, including 
ourselves - are becoming 
increasingly concerned about 
what effects the rule over 1 .5 
million Palestinians could have 
on Israel's survival as a dem­
ocratic and Jewish state. 

On D ecember 1 8 , sev eral 
thousand Israelis demonstrated 
in Tel Aviv against their own 
government 's unfort unate  
conduct in  the occupied ter­
ri tori es. We app l aud i heir 
action and encourage them to 
continue to  press the israeli 
gove rnment t o  end t h e  
occupation. 

Two recent dev elopments  
indicate that the situation will 
become more difficult to resolve 
t he longer negotiat ions are put 
off. O n e  i s  t h e  i ncreasi ng  
influence of Isl amic fundamen­
t al i st s, and t he other i s  t h e  
growing  m i l i t ancy o f  man y  
I sraeli Arabs. 

The  I s r ae l i  gove rn men t  
asserts that t he  PLO i s  respon­
sible for the current  wave of 
v iol en ce .  We di sagree :  We  
believe that the internal dynam­
i c s  of oc cu p at i on are t h e  
primary cau se of the current 
unrest . However, the govern­
ment's s t atements re gardi ng 
the role of the PLO reinforce 
our argument that I srael must 
make  peace repre sen tat ives  
ch osen by the P alest i n i an 
people: The P LO. The onl y  
way lo stable peace i s  through 
a political settlement negotiated 
bet ween t h e  p art i es  to t h e  

conflict with the help of the 
i n t ernal commun ity .  P au l  
Lehrer and Ben Rigberg, Co­
chairs; 
Anna Beck and Stanley Besser, 
Middle-East Committee, 
Central New Jersey Chapter, 
New Jewish Agenda, 
Mr. Glazer's Response: 

A solution to the Palestinian 
problem is not as e asy as i t  
seems. However, in  an attempt 
to provide a solution in a recent 
letter to readers' Forum, t he 
Middle East Committee of the 
New .J ewi sh Agenda proved 
itself misinformed and narrow 
minded. 

Firs t ,  Messrs. Lehrer  and 
R igberg an d the rest of  t he 
committee stated that violence 
in the  West Bank and Gaza 
is a result of prolonged military 
occupat ion. They neglect to 
real ize t h at prior t o  I s rae l i  
leadersh ip. these Palest in ians 
suffered with much worse li\·ing 
condi t ions  under the uncon­
cerned Jordanian and Egyptian 
dominat ion. So. i n  fact. con­
di t ions  for Palest i n ians have 
i m p r o v e d  u n de r  I sr ae l i  
leadership .  

Second. the M i deast com­
mi t tee lends cre dence to a 
minor i t y -opin ioned demon­
s trat i on for t h e  r igh t s  o f  
Pales t i n i an s. The committee 
seems to ignore the fact that 
t here i s  an e qual l y  s t rong  
opinion i n  I srael l ed  by Meir 
Kahane which believes in the 
deportat ion of these Palest i­
n i an s. To at t ach u ndue sig-

nificance to the demonstration 
of Israelis against t he govern­
ment's conduct in the territories 
is simil ar to  l egitimizin g  the 
activities of Kahane and his 
supporters. In both cases you 
wou ld be glorifying a fringe 
element . 

Finally, and most s i gnifi ­
cantly, the Mideast committee 
argues that Israel must make 
peace with the PLO. this reader 
would inform the Middle E ast 
Committee about article 2 1  of 
the  P alest i ne Nat ion al Cov­
e nant .  t h e  P L O 's dec lared 
const i tut ion. which states. "The 
Pal e st i n i an Arab peop le .  i n  
expressing i t se lf through the  
armed Palest in ian revolution. 
rejects every solu ti on that i s  
a su bst i t u t e  for a co m p le te  
I i  be rat i on  of Palest inc . "  I n  
other words. the Middle East 
Committee of the New .Jewish 
Agenda suggest s that the I sraeli 
government should talk to an 
organizat ion that s tands fo r 
the destruction of t he J ewish 
state through mil itant means .  
Doe s  t h i s c o m m i t t e e  al so  
suggcsl that the blacks should 
have peace talks with the K K K? 

I n  the l ight of the aforemen­
t ioned information. t his reader 
suggests that the New .Jewish 
Agen da. as we l l  as o t h e r  
readers. shou ld review al l the 
fac t s .  A fte r  t h i s is do ne .  i t  
should be evident that the  PLO 
i s  no t  t he s o l u t i on t o  t h e  
problem. but rather the insti­
gator of Palestinian unrest . 
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Commentator Survey Reflects Student Attitudes 
continued from page I 
between what students see as 
the actual power distribution 
and what many view as th e 
proper balance within their 
individual conceptions of how 
YC should operate, and indeed 
the very nature of the school. 

As to the students' percep­
ti ons of whom they think of 
as the "Roshei Yeshiva", a clear 
plurality emerged in support 
of"selected, prominent rebbeim 
from M Y P," with 4 1 .4% of 
total returns. "Selected, prom­
inent rebbeim from each Jewish 
Studies  divi si on" garnered 
enough votes for second place 
with 28.7%. Interestingly, only 
1 3.2% cited a specific individual 
as the Rosh Yeshiva. It would 
seem that students do possess 
very definite impressi ons that 
are evoked by the term "roshei 
yeshiva", though the lack of 
unanim ity on th e subj ect 
indicates  ambiguity over the 
exact role and stature of the 
different rebbeim and structure 
of the school. 

Concerning the question of 
freedom of academic inquiry, 
an issue that has captured some 
attention as a result of the 
controversy surrounding the 
rescinding of an invitati on to 
an Arab League speaker several 
years ago and the recent faculty 
report on academic freedom, 
the results re flect a sharp 
divi sion among students with 
S 1 .8% re giste rin g favor of 
unlimited academic freedom 
and 47 .6% supporting some 
limitati on s. An e ven m ore 
striking contrast emerges when 
broken down into di fferent  
J ewish Studies sch ools: 69% 
of JSS were in favor of unlim­
ited freedom of inquiry, 55% 
of IRC, and only 43% of MYP. 
Among the areas some would 

eliminate from the curriculum 
at YC, art, English literature 
and philosophy stand out m ost 
prominently, e ach drawin g 
under 3% of the total vote and 
all from MYP. 

All of the questions concern­
i n g  co-ed even ts  re ce i ved 
overw helm in g  affi rmati ve 
response, with general co-ed 
with a defined purpose (i.e. 
lectures, chagigot) leading with 
support in the 90% plus range. 
As for p urely social co- ed 
events, such as Welcome Back, 
85. 1 % favored the allowance 
of such even ts off-campus, 
73.2% on the midtown campus, 
and 63 . 7% on the uptown 
campus. This nearly two-thirds 
maj ority in the last category 
assumes great significance as 
it clearly indicates dissent with 
current school p oli cy. An 
important consistency appears 
in the 1 3% of respondents who 
opposed any type of co-ed,event 
off-campus, a percentage that 
ranks highest among the. "nay" 
vote s  on that issue, perhaps  
pointing to unease over expand­
ing events under the YU aegis 
to the public arena, rather;than 
a more controllable, private, 
and appropriate campus setting. 

As for the continued pre­
sentation of m ovie s in the 
M orgenstern lounge, a matter 
of some debate during the first 
semester, an astounding 9 1 .9% 
of all - responses advocated the 
practice, with 65.6%, including 
those against the existence of 
such a practice, favoring the 
current standard. 34% were 
dissatisfied with this standard, 
which allows all movies capable · 
of being aired on netw ork 
te levision before e xten sive 
editing. Of those _unhappy with 
the standard, 66% felt it should 
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be relaxed, and 27.3% tight­
ened. The remaining 6.7% was 
not clear in its wish. 52% felt 
that movies should be shown 
more than the normal twice 
per week, and 48% believed  
two or less to be  sufficient. 

When queried about the dress 
code, a topic of discussion in 
this p aper as a resul t of its 
recent inclusi on in the dormi­
tory handbook and YCSC's 
de ci si on to rel ease a memo 
informing students of the new 
code, 48.2% favored the code, 
and 50.6% opp osed it. Once 
again di sparities between the 
schools become evident, as JSS 
students by a majority of . 69% 
to 28 .6% opposed the dress · 
code, I BC by 57% to 43%, and 
only MVP supporting the code, 
57 .7% to 40.2%. Generally, the 
trend in questi on where the 
three Jewish Studies divisions 
were in disagreement, was for 
IBC to hold the middle view 
between MYP and JSS, though 
usually leanin g  toward JSS. 
Of course, in many questions 
there e xi sts n o  di scernible 
variation between the schools. 

63.4% of those opposing the 
dress code said they would favor 
it if one or m ore of its stip­
ulations, bans on shorts, bare 
feet and shirtle ssness, were 
removed. Of those, over 75% 
cited the prohibition. on shorts 
as the off ending item. 

Turning  to food services ,  
students seem sati sfied with 
cafeteria service by a vote of 
58.9% to 35%. Less satisfactory 
was the opinion of food selec­
tion and pri ce s: 43.5% were  
satisfied, but 50% disapproved 
citing uniformity of selection 
and indistinguishable menus. 
As for p rices, 29 .8% w ere 
content, 64.3% n ot so. Thi s 
last figure may stem from the 

· much publicized cafeteria price 
increases at the beginning of 
last semester. However, since 
the rele ase of th i s  surve y  
improvements have been made 
which m ay n ow influence  
opinion s, such a s  frequent 
spe cials and the "Nu-Wave 

Expre ss" a fast-food micro­
waveable dinner menu. 

Studen t  opini on towar d  
Morg M art, operating for the 
first time  under non-student 
management, was not nearly 
as favorable. Only 33 .3% of 
re sp ondents e xpre ssed sati s­
faction with Morg Mart selec­
tion, with 59.5% not satisfied, 
a significant number citing the 
absence of orange juice as the 
m aj or p roblem.  After the 
release of thi s  survey, the 
p rob l em w as tem p or ar i ly  
rectified. As of press time, no 
orange juice has been displayed 
since that brief reappearance. 
In addition, Morg Mart has 
recently expanded i ts line of 
Drake's goods. 40.5% of stu­
dents e xpre ssed approval of 
Morg Mart's prices and 5 1 .2% 
an swered in the neg ative, 
notably better than the student 
verdict on cafeteria prices. As 
to service, only 44.6% voiced  
satisfaction, with 39.9% di s­
satisfied, a remarkable number 
when viewed in com p ari son 
with the cafeteria's fairly high 
sati sfac ti on r ate  and the 
app ar en t  e ase wi th which 
studen ts are gratified in thi s  
area. OJ those returning  stu­
dents who compared the present 
quality of Morg Mart to that 
of past years, almost 73% of 
total respondents, only 2.5% 
thought it better, 3 3 . 6% as 
about the same, and 63.9% as 
worse now . than when under 
student management. 

When asked to describe their 
own invol vement in student 
acti vi tie s, 22.2% answered 
"high", 39.2% " somewhat", 
32.3% "not very active", and 
6.3% "not active at all". When 
broken down into individual 

· divisions, I BC and JSS emerge 
as m ost active, with 26.2% 
highly active and only 2 .4% 
nol active at all in JSS, and 
27.6% highly active and 3.4% 
not active in I BC. 1 6.5% of 
MY P students categorized 
themselves as highly active and 
8% as not active at all. The 
m ost frequen t  reasons for 
inactivity offered were predom-

inantly lack of time due to the 
heavy courseload, followed by 
either that free time was spent 
learning or simp ly  apathy. 
Some expressed alienation by 
what they term administrative 
indifference to student opinion, 
or by the p erceived exi stence 
of tight cliques in  student 
leadership circles. 

Fi n al l y, when  asked to 
de scribe any change in the 
quality of student life here at 
YC over recent years, 37% said 
the quality of life has improved, 
4 1  % see little or n o  change, 
and 22% feel it has worsened. 
Again, when analyzed accord­
ing to division, 26.2% of JSS 
and 24% of I BC stated that 
s·tudent life ·has deteriorated, 
whereas only 1 2 .8% of MYP 
felt that way. On the flip side, 
36% of M YP and 24. 1  % of I BC 
students reflected optimism as 
to the improvement of campus 
life over the p ast few years, 
while only 1 1 .9% of JSS shared 
that optimism. 

This survey has been offere d  
in hope of understanding our 
uniquel y d ive r se an d ye t 
homogenous student body just 
a bit more clearly. Sqme have 
labeled this attempt frivolous, 
or with out real purpose, yet 
the purpose lies in the exper­
iment itself and in the inherent  
imp ortance of  the i ssues i t  
endeavors to address. While 
n o  claim can be m ade from 
thi s, a great deal h as been 
discovered; some assumptions 
lent m ore credence, others 
shown baseless. 

Ultimately a school is shaped 
by its students, thus it must 
be of interest to know what 
the students think. I f  some, 
upon reading this analysis, find 
within its conclusions a dis­
crepancy between  thei r  view 
of the ideal and the apparent 
reality, and thi s  spurs the m  
t o  create a greater approxi­
mation between the two and 
a better Yeshiva University, 
then the survey will indeed have 
made a valuable contribution 
to our school and its students. 

Rally Calls for Unity in Support of Israel . 
continued from page 7 
dinator, Mark Lefkowitz, was 
of unified public support for 
Israel's security needs. 

Declaring that peace can only 
be "with those that accept us" 
and that the problem in the 
terri tories is " Arab intran si­
gence, not Israeli negligence", 
many speakers struck a defiant 
note , defending Israeli policy 
in dealing with the situati on 
of unrest. Michael Miller, the 
Exe cutive D i re ctor of th e 
Jewish Community Relations 
Board, and the son of the Senior 
Vice Pre si den t of Yeshiva 
University, Rabbi Israel Miller, 
d i scl ai m ed any  " s ch i sm "  
amongst Jewish groups, citing 
instead a " oneness am on gst 
Jews in the acceptance of three 
basic fundamentals regarding 

I srael. That: 1 )  I srael has the 
right to exist, 2) I srael has the 
righ t  to· p rotect and defend 

· i tse lf, and 3)  I srael  has the 
responsibility under interna­
tional law to restore peace to 
those territories. 

Neverthele ss, some in the 
crowd expressed other senti­
ments, holding placards espous­
ing both ends of the political 
spectrum. Members  of the 
Progressive Zi onist Caucus, 
an organization cal l ing for 
I sraeli security coupled with 
Palestinian self: determination, 
distributed fliers bearing the 
logo of the I sraeli Peace Now 
movement  and ann ounce d 
plans for a candlel ight  vigil 
next week. Also, a JDO pres­
ence could be fe l t  on the 

outskirts of the police )protected 
rally, urging a more militant 
response to the situation. 

Another theme stressed by 
the speakers  was the unique 
nature of Columbia University 
in its historic ability to tolerate 
th e free exp re ssion of all 
v iewpoi n ts ,  r eg ar dl es s  of 
orientation .  Calling such an 
approach invaluable to the 
University and to American 
society, th e spe akers  con­
demned the acti ons of thf! 
pro :  Palestinian protesters in 
forcing the cancellation of 
Generalj Straschnow's speech. 
I roni cal l y, Str aschnow i s  
viewed by I sraeli pol i ti cal 
insiders as somewhat dovish 
in the context of the I D F  
hierarchy. 
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The Catalog 
Is Finally Out 

ANNOUNCING YESHIVA COLLEGE PRIZES FOR WRITING 

by Marc Scheiner 
After many delays and much 

the Yeshiva University catalog 
is out. When one looks at the 
catalog he or she automatically 
noti ces something different 
about it. Besid es the bigger 
size and color picture on the 
cover there are many changes 
that have taken place between 
the covers. 

Fiction 
Best short Story (Jerome Robbins Memorial Award) 

Essay 
Best Essay in a Freshman Composition Course 

Best Interpretive Essay on Literature 
Best Essay on Any Subject 

Poetry 
Best Poem (subject unspecified) 

Best Poem based on a theme in the Hebrew Bible 
(Moses Bodenstein Memorial Prize: Academy of American Poets College Poetry Award Contest). 

Prizes: publication in  Kol or The COMMENTATOR, a plaque, and cash awards ( in varying 
amounts ranging from modest to respectable). 

Judges: Members of the Yeshiva College English Department. The Bodenstein Prize (which 
is open to sew students) will be judged jointly by members of the YC and sew English Departments. 

Deadline: Submit all entries by Friday, March 25, I 988, to Mrs. Levinson 

Sponsored by: Yeshiva College English Department. 

Dr. Silverman who i s  the 
academic editor for the catalog 
says there are ·no major changes 
between this newly published 
catalog and the previous one. 
I t  was thi s previous catalog 
that contained the  changes. 
An example he cited was the 
fact that the number system 
g i ven  t o  the  cou rses  was 
changed. He insisted the only 
change was one of d esign. 
According to Dr . . Silverman 
the Public Relat ions d epart-
ment went to a d esign that i s  r---------------------------------------------
being followed by a majority '' Mom sa:vs the of universities. • J ' . There i s  no disagreement with house ind' 

1S11. � the the fact that there was a need JMU_"' 
ll 

for a new catalog. Besides the same wi•thout me, need for revamping the courses 
that are listed, removing those though · 
that are no longer given and even . 

its 
adding those freshly offered 
with the onset of the Sy Syms a lot cleaner.-,, School of Business, there comes • 
a change i n  the grading system. 
The fact that Stern College  
u ses the .+,- system and that 
Stern students will be taking 
courses at Sy Syms has neces­
sitated the acceptance of the 
+,- system by Yeshiva College. 
This i s  because, according to 
the State  Education Depart­
ment, ·no student in the same 
class can be under two different 
grading systems. Thi s infor­
mation has to be placed in the 
school's catalog. 

The only remaining problem 
is the delay. The catalog should 
have been out i n  early Sep­
t ember. Accord i ng to Dr .  
Silverman there are s everal 
reasons for the delay. Firstly, 
there was no one working on 
the catalog full time. Also the 
different sections came from 
their appropriate departments 
without any real coordination 
or order. By . the time all the 
information was received and 
checked , a d el ay exi sted . 
Furthermore, the Sy Sym s 
School of Business did not hire 
a dean. until last Spring which 
delayed the relevant informa­
tion until the summer. The time 
needed to print a catalog, that 
is from the time all the infor­
mation is gathered and checked 
till printing, is 6 months. 

The catalog is supposed to 
cover a three year period. The 
school printed 7,500 copies of 
the catalog which is supposed 
to be a three year supply. The 
next catalog is slotted to come 
out in the fall of '90. 

The school d oes ask one 
thing. In most universities, if 
the catalog is lost, a second 
copy will cost money. At 
Yeshiva University, the policy 
exists that the catalog will not 
cost any money. For this reason 
they ask that the students be 
careful with the copy they have 
received. 

Just because your Mom 
is far away, doesn't mean 
you can't be close. You can 
still share the love and 
laughter on AT & T Long 
Distance Service. 

It costs less than you 
think to hear that she likes 
the peace and quiet, but 
she misses you .  So go 
ahead, give your Mom a 
call. You can clean your 
room later. Reach out and 
touch someone� 

Al&T 
The right choice. 



Page 10 The Commentator February 17, 1988 

YC Senate : Is It Effective? 

meetings, i t  would show their 
i ntegrity for improving the 
academic environment and give 
them a chance to hear and learn 
t he op inions  o f  the other 
branches. " 

by Dov Pinchot 
Mention the Yeshiva College 

Senate to a YU student and 
chances are his face will shift 
to that p revalent YU sneer, 
followed by a sarcastic retort, 
something to the effect of, "Oh 
you mean the proud toothless 
S enate?" I f  you press these 
pessimistic fellows for infor­
mation on the Senate, t hey 
suddenly become shy or charge 
at you with emotional language 
in a feeble attempt to veil their 
i gnorance. "The purpose of 
the Senate? Its structure? What 
has it accomplished?" Here they 
are ready with their patented, 
classic answer: "Nothing! " In 
order to intelligently answer 
this last question, information 
on the previous ones must be 
examined. 

The Senate was establi shed 
in 1 969 to give students an active 
role in governing the academic 
affairs of Yeshiva College. One 
Senator says that the Senate 
is necessary "because it is the 

· only collective voice of students 
with the admini stration and 
faculty. It is a direct line to 
t h e  ad m ini st rat i on ."  The  
Senate's Constitution clearly 
lays out the two-fold purpose 
of the Senate: to set policy for 
the college, and to make policy 
recommendations on matters 
affecting faculty welfare, such 
as appointments, promotions, 
and honors. Among the policies 
which the Constitution grants 
the Senate juri sdiction over 
are academic standards, admis-

sio ns, cu rriculum ,  d egree 
requirements, new majors, new 
courses, attendance, the grading 
sy stem, and stud ent honors. 
The Senat e's juri sdiction i s  
rest ricted t o  general policy 
decisions; individual cases are 
beyond its scope. 

Within the structure of the 
Senate, all three branches of 
Yeshiva College are repres­
ented: The administration, the 
faculty, and the student body. 
Thi s guarant ees that each 
branch receives the opportunity 
to express its opinion on every 
issue the Senate discussed. The 
administration is represented 
by Vice Presidents Rabbi I srael 
Miller and Dr. Egon Brenner, 

Faculty Assembly (a gathering 
of the faculty). Thi s  ensures 
that no policy is put into effect 
which would be contrary to 
t he Faculty's or Presid ent 
Lamm 's ideas for the direction 
of Yeshiva College. 

But what o f  t he Senate's 
effecti veness? The only real 
m ethod o f  m easuring t h e  
Sen ate's effectiveness i s  to 
examine t he po lic ie s  and 
p ro gram s which i t  ha s  
introduced. 

The highly successful Writing 
Center was instituted by the 
Senate. The volatile i ssue of 
cheating and plagiari sm was 
thoroughly researched and a 
strict penalization policy was 

"The Senate is . . .  the only collec­
tive voice of students with the 
administration and faculty. " 

minus system, was the policy 
established in YC. A few weeks 
ago President Lamm vetoed 
a p roposal for a late start in 
t he Fall. Thi s, after po lling 
and extensive discussion was 
held by the Senate. The number 
of issues acted on by the Senate 
is surprisingly small, especially 
when compared with the num­
ber of items on the agenda. 

A deeper analysis must be 
conducted of the part s and 
functioning of the Senatorial 
machine. In establishing policy, 
the Senators interviewed agreed 
that the  S enat e has b een 
som ewhat i neffective. One 
Senator felt that i t  has done 
i t s  d uty  o f  rep o rt i ng  t he 
students' sentiments, but that 
the Sen ate as a whole has 
improved little in the school. 
Descriptions of Senate meetings 
invariably include the semantic 
games, diplomatic maneuver­
ing, and Senate filibustering. 
For example, on the i ssue of 

Dean Norman S. Rosenfeld, ' introduced.  A new pass/ fail co-sponsoring an amendment 
and Registrar Pinhas Frieden- policy, titled A.P.N., was also to the NCAA Drug Testing · 
berg. The faculty representa- instituted by the Senate. Under Policy (the testing would only 
tives are Senate Chairman Dr. this new policy, at the end of take place at NCAA champi-. 
Will Lee, Professor Rebecca the semester a student may onship events) there was a great 
Stearns, Pro fessor Michael choose to receive a letter grade deal o f  back and forth argument 
Breban, and Ida Dobkin. The for the course he was taking  . whether the i ssue should even 
student Senators are Jeff Paley, pass/fail (provided the course b� d i scu ssed at the S enate  
Tom Samuels, Kenneth Wax- meets certain restrictions). meeting. 
man, Jeff Remer, Avi Pechman, There have also been exam- Another weakness o f  the 
and Zalman Levine. pies of  impotence. Five years Senat e  has been the relaxed 

After an i ssue has b een ago the Senate approved a plus/ level of faculty "p"articipation. 
discussed and debated by the minus grading system. Only Only Dr. Lee and Professor 
Senate, ttie voted conclusion this year, after the Sy Syms Steams regularly attend meet­
may be vetoed by either Pres- School of Business announced ings. A Senator reniarked, "If 
ident Norman Lamm o r  the· its intention of using the plus/ . there were more faculty at the 

The Graduate Schools 

The members of the Senate 
wer� described by one Senator 
as "unpragmatic". Another 
made note of the fact that for 
as long as he  has been a Senator, 
one administ ration represen­
t ative has never attended a 

- meeting. 
All things considered, the 

Senate has become a lobbying 
opportunity for the students . . 
It gives considerably more hope 
for problems being raised than 
for conclusions being drawn 
qr acted upon. A strict reading 
o f  the S enat e  Constitution 
would appear to grant more 
influence to the Senate. Still, 
the Senate has a unique and 
valuable characteristic: I t  i s  
the hotline  t o  t h e  school's 
power. 

Freshmen 
Go Skating. 
by Dov Lando 

"The Rink ,"  loc at ed i n  
Bergenfie ld ,  N . J . ,  a c ro ss 
between a roller rink and · a 
discoteque received an unex­
pected surpr_ise Sunday night 
when 55 Yeshiva College and 
Stern . student s filed in.to i t s  
colorfully lit establishment. This 
sudden influx was a result of  
the Freshman Class sponsored · 
roller skating event. 

· The success was the Fresh­
man Class' first. attempt at 
relieving the drudgery of a 
school week. More events are 
planned. 

'� IBRPIECE . . .  
NEW YORK MEDICAL COLLEGE 
A Medical University 

ONE OF THE BEST F ILMS OF TH IS OR ANY OTHER YEAt' 

fot%¥ : t-"•' 
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- Kevin Thomm. lOS ANGELES TIMES 
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Path�� • Maternal and Child.Health • 
Pharmacology • • International Health ·• • 
Physiology • • Behavioral Sciences and 
Basic Medical Sciences • Health Promotion • 

Exercise Physiology • 
Cina of 'II graduatn aspiring to a 
career in the basic sciences or health Deg'" Program• with · 
professions: consider New York c_o_n_ce_n_tra_tl_o_n_a_ln_: ____ _ 
Medical College. A medical university, Occupational Health 
its Graduate School of Basic Medical 
Sciences M.S. and Ph.D. programs, 
Graduate School of Health Sciences 
M.P.H. and M.S. programs, and 
medical school create an intensive 
atmosphere for 760 M.D. candidates 
and over 500 graduate students . . . 
challenged by distinguished scholars 
who teach . . .  and care. The easily 
accessible ValhalJa campus provides 
ample resources for superior students 
seeking the rewards of the science and 
health professions. 

Biostatistics 
Epidemiology 
Environmental Health 
Science 
Gerontology 
Emergency Medical 
Services 
Developmental 
Disabilities 
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Macs Continue Winning Streak Taubermen 
continued from page 12 continued from page 12 
they shot over 78% (89-of- 1 1 4) a point and trailed at halftime, MACS 68 STEVENS 66 against determined H unter 
in the l ast four games. Ayal 32-29. The Macs finally opened The Duck s' Mike Cur ry fencers. Other T aubermen 
Hod scored 28 points, Teich- it up with an 8-0 spurt that missed a running one-hander performed below par, allowing 
man added 22, and Lior Hod gave them a 56-48 lead. Ayal with :03 remaining, as the Macs H unter to re turn  home 
had 18  for the Macs. Ralph Hod led the Macs with 24 points escaped with a hard  fought victorious. 
Marigliano and Greg Koehler and 9 rebounds and Teichman conference win in Hoboken. Individual achievements this 
led the Lions with 25 and 2 1  added 1 6  points. Lior Hod The victory, the team's fourth year have so far surpassed all 
points, respectively. played an impressive all-around in a row, evened the Macs I AC expectations.Beginning fencers 
MACS 69 CMSV 63 game wi th  1 8  points, 7 record at 4-4. Ayal Hod was have b een impressing their 

It  was Saturday Night at the rebounds, 7 assists, and 4 steals. the game's leading scorer with teammates with single-minded 
Fights in the MSAC, as the Mike O'Donahue, with 1 4  29 points, including 1 5-of-2 I perseverance, untiring dedi-
Macs pl ayed erratic defense points, led five players in double free throws. H e  also had 1 8  cation, and tangible improve-
and made a number of tur- figures for the Dolphins whose rebounds. Lior H od surpassed ment. The intimidating strength 
novers before coming on strong fans were somewhat shaken 1 400 career points as he scored of Arnon Kemelman (Sabre) 
at the end to hold off the · by the dominating presence 1 8  and pu l l ed down 1 0  and the controll ed finesse of 
Dolphins. The Macs led 25- of the best sixth man in Division rebounds. The victory was the D ov Lando ( foil) served as 
14 midway through the first l l l : the MSAC crowd. I 1 0th of Coach Halpert'scareer. exampl es of the q ual ity of 
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dowed the careers of these two 

C. Daniel Chill, YC '57 and Ari Goldman, YC 71 were the featured speakers at the recent Law/Journalism 
Car1w Night, .1·pon.rnred hy the J. P. Dunner Political Science and Pre-Law Societies. Chill, a senior 
partner in thi• .firm ,!f' Gravhard, Mo.1·c,m·itz, and Goldman, the Religious Editor of the New York Times, 
spoke to some 70 YU student.1·, giving insight to their respective professions and answering the many 
questions that ll'ere posed to them. The event ll'as coordinated by Nathan Diament. 

fencers when each conclusively 
won his first varsity bout at 
Vassar; Sheldon Jonas ( foil) 
hinted at the potential of his 
long reach and tal l frame in 
his victory over an enemy 
foilm an at Drew. From among 
the veteran fencers, one star 
has outshone the rest: In a near 
impossib l e  feat which few 
Taubermen in Yeshiva College 
history have matched, Rob 
Sobe l  ( Sab r e) r etains an 
unblemished record of 9-0, 
opening every match with what 
his teammates now assume to 
b e  automatic win and con­
founding all opposing fencers 
with his uncanny and super­
human combination of speed 
and agil ity - the NCAA red 
carpet is already being sham­
pooed in preparation for Rob's 
post season arrival . 

The next few weeks' schedule 

IT'S HAPPENING AT 
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY'S 

is saturated with a series of 
matches to succeed each other 
with neon rapidity. Most will 
take place in one of our two 
home gyms (MSAC or Tan­
nenbaum), and the Taubermen 
renew their invitation to the 
YC student body to come visit, 
spend a novel evening, hel p 
rel i eve the emotional strain 
at our season's height, and help 
intensify our enemies' emo­
tional strain at their season's 
pl ight. 

Part-time/Ful l-Time 

TEACHING 

POSITIONS 

September 1988 
In 50 Jewish Schools­
Bergen County, N.J. 

SPARK THE SPIRIT OF 
JEWISH YOUTH 

Nursery, Elementary, 
High School Levels 

Weekdays, Evenings, 
Weekends 

ATTRACTIVE SALARIES 
Public transportation avail­
able from Bridge Terminal 

and Port Authority 

For information please 
contact: 

Jewish Educational 
Services 

(201) 488-6800 
ext. 216 

FURMAN DINING HALL 
MONDRY FEB. 22 NU-WRYE EXPRESS MONDRY FEB. 29 

Israeli Night 

Shish Kabob 
Yaffa Chicken 

Mon-Tue-Wed 
3pm to 8pm 

Chinese Night 

Spare Ribs 
Chow Mein 

Free Rice & Egg Rolls 

*VENDING MACHINES* 
LOCATED AT THE CAFETERIA ENTRANCE 

Sandwiches 
Sa lads 

Cookies 

Candies 
Desserts 

Sodas 
All MACHINES AFIE PACKED FFIESH DAILV. 
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Yeshiva Sports 

Macs Improve to 12-7 Volleyball Macs Spike Sacred Heart 
by Jonathan Bandier 

Since an impressive I 04-66 
v ictory over Molloy at the end 
of last semester, the M acs have 
won five of seven gam es, 
incl uding a first ever victory 
in Florida, raising their record 
to 12-7 . The Macs played well 
throughout the stretch though 
certain untimely turnovers led 
to the two defeats while lack­
luster performances nearly cost 
them other games. 
MACS 73 MIAMI  CH R. 66 

Many alumni and vacat ion­
ing YU students saw the Macs 
put on an impressive perfor­
mance against a Warriors team 
that had a lot of good athletes 
but not much structure. The 
M acs led 42-32 at halft ime and 
n eeded some tough defen se 
down the stretch to hold on . 
Ayal Hod shot I 0-of-1 3 from 
t he fiel d and shook off his 
dismal free-throw shooting to 
pace the Macs with 25 points. 
Also scoring in double figures 
were Yudi Teichman ( 1 8  pts), 
Benjy Re ichel ( 1 5), and Lior 
Hod (1 3). The Warriors were 
led by· the out standing play 
of J im G ivens  who shot 1 3-
of- 1 5  from the field en route 
to a game high 3 1  points. 
W.CONN 93 MACS 87 

Back at the MSAC the Macs 
again posted four players in 
d ouble figures and almost 
pulled off the IAC upset before 
fading late in the game. Dwight 
Shepard 's 27  point s led the 
Colonials who shot well from 
the free-throw line down the 
stretch to hold on. H owever, 
the story of the game was Lior 
Hod who led the Macs with 
32 points, including 5 three­
pointers, a team record. Ayal 
Hod and Reichel each scored 
16  points and Teichman added 
13  for the Macs who led 50-

46 at hal ft ime an d shot an 
uncharacterist ic 2 l -of-25 from 
the free-throw l ine for the game. 
NJIT 74 MACS 7 1  

In Newark, the M acs led 69-
65 w ith I : 53 remain ing but 
could not hold on to the ball 
nor the lead and event ually 
fel l to the l eague l eading 
Highl anders. The first half 
ended with the M acs behind 
39-33 ,  but instead of gett ing 
buried in the second hal f  as 
they usually do at NJIT, they 
slowly came back. After a Lior 
H od three-pointer t ied the game 
at 5 1 ,  Ayal Hod hit a l ayup 
to give the Macs the lead for 
the first t ime in the game. 
Eventually the lead stretched 
to six before the Highlanders 
made their comeback. Lior Hod 
paced the Macs with 1 8  points 
while Ayal Hod had 17 and 
Teichman added 16 .  
MACS 71 MARITI ME 56 

I n  a sloppily played road 
game, the M acs took a 37-2 1 
halft ime lead and held on to 
raise their record to 9-7. The 
team cont inued it s hot free­
throw shoot ing (22-of-29) and 
were l ed by Ayal Hod 's 23 
points on 8-of- 1 1 shooting from 
the field and 7-of-8 free throws. 

Though it is sometimes not begun to fulfill it s potent ial 
readily apparent ,  the Yeshiva by securing a v ictory in one 
University Maccabees consist out of the two matches that 
of more than just a basketball t ook pl ace on Sunday , Feb­
team . There is also a fencing ruary 7 .  The M acs beat Sacred 
team, a wrestl ing team, a soccer Heart Un iversity in two out 
team , a tennis team, a wrest l ing of three games and lost two 
team, and yes, even a volleyball close games to Vassar College. 
team . The volleyball Macs are I n  t he 2nd Vassar game YU 
a relatively new team , having l ed 7- 1 at one point, but could 
been added to Yeshiva's arsenal not withstand the pressure of 
only 2 years ago. Yet under the Vassar attack and lost the 
the instruct ion of Coach Omar match. 
Vargas, who joined the squad The Sacred Heart match was 
a year ago, the team has already fi l led with ups and downs. 

·somet imes the Macs' play was 
flawless; passes were on target 
and spiking was fierce. At other 
t imes they seemed to sink into 
the quagmire of hopelessness, 
g iving up point after point as 
they did in the second game, 
which they lost 1 5-4. In the 
end, however, the Macs pre­
vailed, led by captain Yehuda 
Lindenberg and veterans Aryeh 
Friedman and Todd Baron. 
Both players and fans are 
l ooking forward to a great 
season. 
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Lior Hod and Teichman (9 rbs, The 1987-88 Yeshiva University Volleyball Team. 
5 stl s) each had 14 points and 1----------------------------------­
Reichel had 1 2. Chuck Purzner 
paced the Privateers w ith 1 6  
points. 
MACS 78 MOLLOY 7 1  

I n  Rockville Center, the 
Macs were again somewhat stiff 
and came from behind to beat 
the Lions. The Macs went to 
a seldom used man-to-man 
defense to erase a 35-27 Molloy 
halftime lead and used more 
great free-throw shooting to 
win down the stretch . The Macs' 
22-of-28 from the line meant 
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Taubermen Enjoying Life on the Sharp Edge 
by Zalman Levine 

The staccato song of slashing 
steel ,  the barking ballad of 
battl ing blade s  . . .  yes !  The 
Yeshiva College Taubermen 
will soon rise to the challenge 
of Baruch University in their 
fifth meet of the season. And 
a busy season it has been, 
beginning with an away meet 

I .  lining appeared i n  the gui se 
of Ross Breen (Epee 2-1) and 

. Robby Zimmerman (Foil 2-
1 ). In Robby's case, one clearly 
mistaken call - distressingly 
so from our point of view and 
admittedly so from theirs -
stole his  third victory and 
frustrated his deserved unde­
feated streak. 

------------------------1 - a far, far away meet at Vassar 

Wrestlers Engage in Battle 
College. In a match teeming 
with coaches' strategies, and 
brightened with performances 
by Rob Sobol (Sabre 3._.c-0), 
Dov Schwell (Sabre 2-1), and 
Zalman Levine (Foil 2-1 ), and 
led by the Sabre squad (7-
3), the Taubermen fell, albeit 
retaining shreds of dignity, with 
an overall score of 16-1 1 .  

After a hiatus of a month, 
the  ded icated Taubermen 
donated one of their relaxing, 
tensionless, cathartic finals­
week d a y s  t o  the  b one­
wrenching pressures of a fencing 
meet against Johns Hopkins 
University and discovered the 
extent of their relaxation in 
a 2 1-6 ._loss to the Marylan­
d ians. Although the MSAC 
hosted the match, and although 
dedicated fans did appear, the 
team lacked spirit ;  vague 
returns of coaches' pre-meet 
greetings foretold d i saster, 
lackluster responses to coaches' 
mid-meet  exhor t at i on s  
c l i n ched cat a strophe , and 
enthusiastic post-meet exits 
left H opkins wondering at its 
easy victory. The night's silver 

Hunter College arrived to  
grease our creaking cogs in  
the first match after interse s­
sion. Their friendly, sportslike · 
attitudes enhanced the spirit 
of the meet and, as usual, their 
head coach contributed to the 
warm ambience of the evening. 
Only Rob S obel (Sabre 3-
0) and Ross Breen (Epee 2-
1) struck the flint of fine fencing 
in their successful bouting 

by Joey Eisenfeld 

The YU wrestling team began 
its season on November 4th . 
Looking back at the team's 
previous seasons, one could 
pr�dict nothing but trouble for 
the team this season. 

They lost their first two 
matches, 34...:__24 to  Stevens  
Tech and 5 1---0 to Kean Col­
lege . But Coaches Neil Ellman 
and Nathan Schwitzer encour­
aged the wrestlers and trans­
formed them into a more than 
respectable team. 

The next two matches were 
against Manhattan and New 
York Community College. 
Aga in st Man hat tan Andy 
Garfinkel pinned his opponent 
in an in cred ible 35 second s. 
Uri Bachrach and captain Mike 
W iener al so defeated t heir 
opponents ,  but Manhattan 
squeaked by YU, 29-28. N.Y. 
Community College wasn't as 

l ucky. Avi Shatzkes, Andy 
Garfinkel, Uri Bachrach and 
A vi Witty led the way in the 
30-29 victory over N.Y.C.C. 

SU NY-Farmingdale and 
Fairle igh D i ckin son then 
landed YU two resounding 
losses. 

But the team regrouped in 
a valiant 36-22 defeat at the 
hand s of Brooklyn College. 
Lenny Holler and Uri Bachrach 
pinned their opponents, but 
it just wasn't enough. The team 
had arrived exhausted for the 
match because its bus broke 
down on the way. After pushing 
the bus up a hill and jogging 
a while before finding cabs, 
the YU wrestlers, remarkably, 
still made the match interesting. 

Thursday, February 4th, the 
team took on Hunter College. 
Mike Wiener pinned Dan Beck 
in less t han three m in utes. 
Unfortunately, that proved to 
be YU's only win .  

The following night in  a gym 
resounding with the Poseidonal 
cheers of a fervent fencing­
crazed �rowd, the Drew Uni­
versity fencers contemplated 
the short edges of their swords 
as they bled over ours in our 
three round 1 6-1 1 knockout 
victory. Madison, New Jersey, 
witnessed the winning warring 
in Rob Sobol (Sabre 3-0), 
Zalman Levine (Foil 3-0), 
Robby Z immerman (Foil 2-
0), Zev Goldblatt (Foil 2-1 ), 
and Eric Zaiman (Epee 2-1 ). 
The foil squad, inspired by 
mocking sabre grins and the 
l ushness of the "best squad" 
l uxury van, bew il dered and 
awed its Drew counterparts, 
storming to an incredible 8-

Commentator 
Yeshiva College 
500 West 1 85th Street 
New York, N .Y. 10033 
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COUPON COUPON C0UPON COUPON 
2 Slices and Small Drink 

$2.50 
COUPON COUPON COUPON COUPON 


