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Mall Hearings 
0By Jeffrey Fede�,i� .. · · On Monday'�'March 28th, 
dozens of YU students marched 
down Wadsworth Avenue�and 
187th street· to witness and 
participate in the public hearing 
on the YU mall. At the meeting 
members of the planing com
m itte heard testimony from 
the public to be considered 
when they vote on the con
tinuance of our mall. 

The students were greeted 
by a room jammed with people 
- nearly all of whom were 
Dominicans opposing the mall. 
Although the meeting was 
called for 7: I 5pm, many of the 
Dominicans had come a half 
hour earlier to sign the first 
come first serve speaker's list. 
After a large ruckus caused 
by the refusal of the Dominicans 
to remove their anti-mall signs 
from the. room. The participants 
understood that this was to 
be a tense ·and emotional night. 
J:he night's format consisted 
of two fifteen minute presen
tations, one from each side, 
and then three minute speeches. 

The first speakedor YU was 
a, city planner · who �xplained 

by twenty-six with the outside 
lot at: 190th Street. 

Next, :a fire chief explained 
that the m-all did not cause 
significant delays in fire emer
gencies and it was not a threat 
to public safety. After leaving 
all this evidence and having 
seen the impressive mall "report 
cards" issued by YU, few 
students understood what all 
the fuss was about. It was not 
until the opposition stated its 
case that it became apparent 
why these people were so 
infuriated at Yeshiva Univer
sity. The next fifteen minutes 
were filled with shock-value 
politics, as the audience was 
shown slides of the YU Mall 
at its w�rst barren in the winter 
andjamming with traffic during 
certain days' rush hours. This 
major attack on the mali came 
complete with attacks aimed 
at YU policies in the area. One 
speaker even complained of 
"YU expansionism policy. "This 
was the key point in the heated 
debate: that YU has the money 
and the political backing to 
push through a mall even 
against the, will of the �ople: 

O�'e'°of the. proponents of the mall. 
that the mall ga�� ,more space Many even felt that this entire 
to pedestrians lesS'.space to cars. hearing was inconsequential: 
Together with a slide show, They felt that first UJ. buys 
he showed similar malls had apartments, then lots for 
been erected throughout parking, and now YU has taken 
Europe and America; as well away part of the street and 
as F.I.T., Long Island Uni- they are powerless against our 
versity, and Coluinbia. There- powerful institution. These 
after, the city planner gave his ·people want to have a say in 
impartial opinion that the mall what happens to their . neigh
is beautiful· for all the people borhood. However, even 
in Washington -Heights. The • though instinct is  to side with · 
final speaker for Yeshiva the underdog in this debate, 
University was a.police Captain a.n objective view has been taken 
who dispelled any fears that · by the: planning committee. 
the mall would· increase traffic ·They ·heard students, such as 
on the neighboring streets. • Y.C.S:C. Treasurer Micheal 
FurthermoTe, the number of · Chill describe the mall as a 
accidents on this one-time drag· nice clean place to relax and 
racing strip· had been_ ctit · in play. Even some Dominicans · 
half with the establishment of agreed and said so. Why should 
,the mall. Finally, he. remarked 1 these people be. against a mall 
that the number of net parking that can only help them? 
spaces in the area had increased Cont. on p. I I 

Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz, translator of the Talmud spoke on the topic of Torah U'Mada, April 18. 

Inaugural S S SB Dinner 
by Behnam Dayanim While the prevailing senti-

. On Wednesday, March 16, ment among both students and 
the Sy Syms School of Business . business representatives was 
held its inaugural dinner for favorable,  .some students 
its students t.o meet and _,con- . .  expressed concern over the lack . 
verse with representatives of of variety among the _firms that 
some of New York's most attended. Dinner Chairman 

· prominent firms. Stemming Alan Papier explained that over 
from a suggestion by Yosef 150 firms from all types of fields 
Mandelbaum, President of the were invited and stated that, 
Joint Business Societies, to as with any inaugural event, 
SSSB Dean Michael Schiff, the Business Dinner's reputa
the dinner attracted over twenty tion should develop over time, 
corporations from a variety leading to more representation 
of business and investment every year. He also mentioned 
related fields. the difficulty in programming 

Dean Schiff delivered the a dinner appealing to such a 
'first of the evening's two wide variety of interests, as 
addresses, citing the objectives opposed to the much narrower 
of the dinner as both informing focus of such specialized affairs 
the .business community of the as the Accounting Dinner. 
quality of YU students as Mr. Mandelbaum expressed potential employees and pro- delight in the substantial interest vidjng the student with expo- shown by students in attending sure to the business world. Dean the $60/ plate dinner and added Schiff mentioned the extraor- that in the future he hopes more dinary success of the yearly juniors will choose to avail accounting dinner, supervised themselves of the opportunity until recently by departed Prof. that the dinner offers in Arthur Colchamiro, in ensuring introducing them to those 100% placement for YU grad- people with whom they will uates as an indication that they be dealing when they begin are "highly motivated, intel- the interview process. ligent, and very attractive" to 
the finest firms. Likewise, this For those students unable 
holds true for those students to afford the full cost of the 
in other area�. as well, Dean dinner, Mr. Papier employed 
Schiff asserted. The uniquely the increasingly popular raffle 
demanding program involving method, through which the 
Jewish studies, liberal-arts, and student could defray part of 
business yields a student ideally the dinner's price by selling 
suited to the rigors of post- tickets. 
university life. Perhaps the best indication 

Mr. Joel Mael, YC '79, of how the dinner was received 
followed Dean Schiff with an can be seen in the words of 
encouraging and informative the guests themselves. Mark 
presentation outlining what Ziering, SSSB '88, called the 
an observant Jew can expect dinner an "overwhelming 
in the outside world. Mr. Mael, success" and Dr. Michael 
recipient of an M.B.A. from Hecht, Associate Dean of 
Harvard Business School in Yeshiva College, praised it as 
1981 and currently managing "among the nicest dinners" that 
director -of corporate finance he has attended. The Joint 
at Drexel Burnham, discounted Business Societies Annual 
the existence of anti-Semitism Dinner certainly appears to 
in the workplace, • saying that have already become a welcome 
today a competent, observant and permanent addition to YU's 
Jew can obtain almost any busy Spring culinary calendar. 

pos1t1on. However, he did 
mention the everyday physical 
problems of long hours, avail
ability of kosher food, and 
Shabbatot spent in hotels and 
airports as unavoidable. He 
stressed the importance of 
consistency in one's observance 
in order to avoid the appearance 
of laxity to non-Jewish peers 
and the desirability of explain
ing the particularities of the 
Jewish faith to inquisitive peers 
and employers. The sole sig
nificant disadvantage possessed 
by the YU graduate, Mr. Mael 
asserted, is the relatively 
sheltered environment in which 
most YU students operate. This 
lack of familiarity with those 
of other economic, cultural, 
and religious backgrounds is 
frequently exacerbated by a 
recruiter's own lack of knowl
edge, lending even more impor
tance to careful explanation 
and constant regard for moral 
and ethical behavior. Finally, 
Mr. Mael warned, notwith
standing the obvious financial 
benefits of pursuing a career 
in the _business world, on� must 
enjoy the work. Citing the 
Jewish sage Rashi's prescription 
for happiness in the Talmudic 
tractate [Berachot], Mr. Mael 
said that today, with all of the 
opportunities available for 
observant Jews, that decision 
to choose a field of interest 
has become more relevant and 
important than ever. 

The final highlight of the 
evening was the presentation 
of awards to outstanding SSSB 
students by Associate Dean 
Ira Jaskoll. The Dean's Award 
for Service and Character in 
Business Studies went to Y osef 
Mandelbaum and Rebecca 
Rosenberg. Scott Apfelbaum 
and Judy Erlich received the 
Joint Business Societies Alumni 
Award for Excellence in Ser
vice, while Deena Miller /and 
Alan Papier claimed the Joint 
Business Societies Outstanding 
Service Award. 
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Valedictorian Abused 
Perhaps the most frequently recurring theme in our editorial column this 

year has involved administration mishandling of relations with the student 
body through lack of communication and sensitivity. Unfortunately, this 
pattern of disrespect shows no sign of abating. The latest snafu concerns 
Yeshiva College voting for class valedictorian. Traditionally, members of 
the graduating class have elected their valedictorian from among those students 
with the highest grade point averages. Yet this year, much to their consternation, 
many students were informed upon their arrival to cast their ballots, that 
they had become unceremoniously and summarily disenfranchised. It seems 
that those students receiving diplomas from SSSB this year are ineligible 
to vote for YC valedictorian despite having spent their entire college careers, 
until recently, in YC. 

Additionally, the SSSB students cannot vote for their own valedictorian 
as the school has determined that it will select the recipient.. Associate Dean 
Ira Jaskoll explains this as necessary in order to conform with SCW's newly 
adopted policy of discontinuing elections for its own valedictorian and calls 
an election unnecessary in any case due to SSSB's relative smallness. 

This first argument reminds one of the oft-repeated justification for YC's 
change to a plus/minus grading system late last year, rationalized as a move 
to standardize grading between YC, SSSB, and SCW, the latter of which 
already employed such a grade scale. The obvious question, no disrespect 
intended, is why must SCW continually set the pace for the other two undergraduate 
schools? One suspects that it really doesn't; rather the administration has 
once again contrived an argument of pure convenience to justify a previously 
desired aim. 

The most important problem with SSSB's move, ho..yever, lies in the way 
it was handled. Students were simply not informed of their ineligibility until 
they attempted to vote. While, through word-of-mouth, news quickly spread, 
this latest display of ineptitude aroused much resentment and does nothing 
to enhance SSSB's image with its students. Furthermore, questions persist 
as to the qualifications and rationale for the SSSB valedictorians. Should 
more than two students possess equivalent G.P.A.'s, upon what. basis is 
the selection made? For that matter, why are there two valedictorians, one 
male and the other female, when SSSB is, nominally at least, a single entity? 
And is the selection made based on cumulative G.P.A., including grades 
earned in YC and SCW, or purely on grades in business courses, much as 
Jewish studies valedictorians are chosen based solely on marks earned in 
their religious studies? Answers to these questions, and an apology for the 
mishandling of the entire affair should be forthcoming from the still inexperienced 
SSSB administration immediately and steps should be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of such an easily avoidable misunderstanding. 

The Concert is Kosher ... 
Today marks the eve of the 40th anniversary of Israel's independence 

and to celebrate Isaac Breuer College Student Council and YCSC are hosting 
the annual Yorn HaAtzmaut Concert Spe·ctacular. Three concerns have circulated 
among students over the event, concerning confusion over the date, the strictures 
of sefirah, and the appropriateness of comedy entertainment. 

The traditional date for commemorating Israeli independence is s· lyar, 
or this year, April 22. Now it happens that this year it falls on a Thursday 
night and Friday. In Israel, the Rabbinate has determined that, in order 
to prevent the possibility of excessive celebration by non-observant Jews 
extending into Shabbat, Yorn HaAtzmaut will be celebrated there a day 
early. Here at .Yeshiva, however, the longstanding policy established by the 
Rav among others, and reaffirmed this year, is that it is celebrated on the 
normally prescribed day as the aforemetioned concern is not a problem 
here. That is why the concert is held on Thursday night, April 21. 

Concerning sefirah, it has long been the official policy of Yeshiva, in keeping 
with its strongly Zionistic tilt, to celebrate Israel Independence Day despite 
its coincidence with the counting of the Omer. This year's event, as it is 
every year, has been approved by the administration and the Mashgiach 
Ruchani, ·Rabbi Y osef Blau. Yet part of the greatness of Yeshiva is its tolerance 
and diversity; one can find any number of minyanim following different 
practices on Y om HaAtzmaut. Likewise, one can· find any number of students 
with differing attitudes as to their own celebration.s of the holiday. One 
should consult with his rebbe and follow his own conscience in attending 
the concert, yet certainly, in view of its initiation under the approval of 
the Rav, all should tolerate its existence and should think carefully before 
condemning it. 

Finally, many regard the presence of comedians upon the schedule of 
entertainment as inappropriate to t,he celebration of the holiday. Unlike 

· the music which incorporates both simcha and ruach, these critics contend, 
comedy at best offers only simcha and certainly not that of a kind ·they 
consider suitable. Once again, one should remember a few salient items. 
First, the entire schedule of events was approved by both the administration 
and Rabbi Blau. Second, the comedians provide at most perhaps one-eighth 
of the evening's entertainment, according to concert organizer, IBC President 
Gary Berger. Coming on the heels of the SOY /TAC Chagiga at 7:45 and 
followed by Y oel Sharabi, it provides a short breathing space amidst a hectic 
and tiring evening of dancing and song. It also provides enjoyment, something 
quite useful in creating the spirit of happiness one should feel on such a 
happy day. 

The annual Yorn HaAtzmaut concert and chagiga serve to distinguish 
Yeshiva University from all other American yeshivot and universities as 
a firm believer in the continued vitality of the Jewish State. By attending, 
the student is not only getting a great entertainment value for his dollar, 
he is making a statement about his feelings for the state. All those who 
can find it within their consciences to attend, should do so, and all those 
who cannot should respect the decision of their peers just as they rightfully 
expect their own decisions to be respected. 
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CONDOLENCES 

The staff of the Commentator offers its deepest 
regrets and condolences to the family of Dr. Berger, 
z"I. on their. loss. 

URI lazaR &. Lisa s1e4elman· 

aR1 waxman &. sanby Levitz 

lR)'€h k0€01(jSB€R(j &, Lisa welsh 

Raphael �Ink � Leah Bluth 

maRk zom1ck &. Rachelle we1ns€RG 

. .1-.The Cafeteria Less So=·· 
The YC cafeteria began the year on a discouraging note. Its successive 

moves to raise prices and cut back . on popular services engendered a good 
deal of irritation among the student body. Yet recently, the cafeteria, largely 
under the influence of manager Mr. Alan Solomon, had been making a 
steady and noticeable comeback. Through a series of aggressive advertising 
initiatives and recurring price specials, as well as the implementation of 
such new services as the "Nu Wave Express," the cafeteria was regaining 
some of the popularity and patronage it had earlier lost. Unfortunately, 

_bad habits die hard and YU Food Services is no exception. 
Evidently hoping it could pull a couple of fast ones, the cafeteria has 

made two recent changes. The first, more subtle alteration lies in the introduction 
of a new brand of orange juice in its line_. While uniformly praised as tastier 
than the machine brand, these small containers are extremely expensive, 
frequently still frozen, arid are only available for breakfast. Ordinarily there 
still would be no problem, but those paying attention have noticed that 
the juice machine no longer lists orange juice as a selection, thereby eliminating 
a juice that was larger, cheaper, and available at every meal. 

The second and far more significant change was the recent firing of a 
popular cafeteria employee affectionately known as "Emma". Emma was 
the nice lady behind the counter who cooked the pancakes and made-to
order eggs that were the only redeeming factor in the cafeteria's rather bland 
breakfast menu. It would seem that the cafeteria has chosen to discontinue 
this service, having decided that pancakes and omelets just aren't worth 
the effort. In fact, Mr. Solomon, in response to a query from perturbed 
YC senior and regular customer Mark. Zomick, asked, "When you go out 
into the real world, will you get eggs and pancakes every day?" Mr. Zomick 
aptly and adeptly replied, "If I pay for · it, I will." So much for the customer 
coming first. . · ' · · 

The cafeteria, as primary, breakfast source for the student body, apparently 
felt it could dictate the menu without concern for the dietary needs and 
wants of its clientele and fired a popular and long-present employee to boot. 
Come on guys, this is getting a bit ridiculous. 
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OPINION---------------! 

M urd-er or Defense 
by Behnam Dayanim 

Seemingly lost amid the 
general comment in the Jewish 
community over the recent, 
expertly orchestrated assas
sination of top P.L.O official 
Khal i l  al-Wazir, the - ethical 
questions posed by such an 
operation are both challenging 
and significant. Al-W azir, 
commonly known as Abu 
Jihad, was the military chief 
of the P.L.O. and liaison with 
the  lead ers of the  rece n t  
Palestinian uprisings in the 
territories. Additionally, many 
suspect him of having been 
behind the spate of guerilla 
infiltrations into Israel, includ
ing the bus hijacking near 
Dimona that resulted in the 
deaths of several Israeli civ
ilians. · For these reasons, as 
well as the conspicuous silence 
of the Israeli government, Israel 
is near-universally regarded 
as the perpetrator of the killing. 

Opinion, both in the Israeli 
· press and among our  Y U  
students, has tended toward 
approbation and pride over 
the  successfu l ly execu ted 
operation, tempered by some 
concern over a possible reaction 
in the already volatile situation 
in the territories. Even in the 
U .S .  government, which has 
officially condemned the killing, 
debate has raged over whether 
it fal ls under the somewhat 
overused c lass ifi cat ion  of 
"terrorism," d epend ing on 
whether one considers the late 
a l -Waz i r  a c om batant  o r  
civilian. Yet no one has paused 
to consider the ethical and 
moral implications of Israel's 
probable involvement in assas
sinations of this kind. 

Many would contend that 
this is ·a classical instance of 
killing in self-defense, condoned 
and . i nd eed  co mmanded 
throughout halachic literature. 
This school argues that at-W azir 
was a terrorist, openly orches
trating attacks against Israeli 
civilians and soldiers, and senior 
leader of an organization whose 
avowed goal is the destruction 
of the Jewish State. Yet Pales
t in ians c ou ld argue,  wi th  
debatable. veracity, that attacks' 
upon Israeli citizens are Qf the · 
same type, as all Israelis serve· 
in the army of a state whose 
official policy is, in their view, 
the oppression of their people. 
Even more compelling t han 
'this admittedly dubious argu-
ment, however, is the question 
of whether assassination is the 
proper method of dealing with 

even notorious criminals. 
From a legal perspect ive, 

the I s raeli government has 
consistently and rightly refused 
to recognize the legitimacy of 
the P.L.O. as a sovereign entity; 
therefore, no state of war 
between Israel and the P.L.O. 
can exist, and all acts of violence 
committed by the latter must 
be regarded as criminal in 
nature. Israel, as do all other 
civilized nations, has an estab
l ished criminal code of pro
cedure for these cases, one that 
does not include murder in the 
dark of night. 

At this point the indignant 
Jew might ask, "why the legal 
i:iiceties in the midst of a struggle 
for survival?" The answer is 
twofold. First, we as Jews, and 
Israel as the Jewish State, have 
been unavoidably saddled with 
the historical burden of being 
the moral e xamples to the 
world, a role conferred upon 
us by virtue of our being the 
source of much of the world's 
present-day code of ethical 
behavior. Rightly or wrongly, 
we have lived and frequently 
died by that standard, as God's 
Chosen People, to use a hack
neyed phrase. More impor
tantly, however, is the possi
bility that the killing may come 
perilously c lose to violating 
the Biblical injunction against 
murder. " Ah," the Israel patriot 
exclaims, "but you said yourself 
this is self-defense!" Well ,  
perhaps. But i s  self-defense 
confined to an · immediate and 
unavoidable threat to one's 
personal  e x istence o r  the  
existence of someone nearby? 
Can the convicted felon be 
murdered by a nervous pop
u lace upon his release from 
fear that he wil l  kil l again? 
And can the halachic require
ments for a determination of 
al-Wazir's guilt be satisfied on 
the basis of available infor
mation? Granted, the openly 
u nrepe ntant a l-Wazir  has 
incriminated himself with his· 
own past statements, but, as 
we all know, confessions, in 
Jewish law at leas� inad
missible as (!Viderice, and we 
still come back to the fact that 

• #' • summ.ary execution without 
trial jtist doesn't coincide with 
Jewish or Western val.ues. To 
the uninvolved observer, the 
moral equation between the 
I srael i  and the Palest inian 
becomes all too simple. Even 
to the aware and passionately 
devoted Jew, in which group 
I count ·myself, the implications 

become disturbing. I ronically 
enough, al-Wazir was regarded 
by many experts as a political 
moderate with whom some 
accommodation may eventually 
have been possible and regard
less, these experts now believe 
that a l -Wazi r 's impend ing  
burial in Syria may occasion 
a reconciliat ion between the 
long-inimical President Assad 
and P.L.O. leader Yasir Arafat. 
So even under the most liberal 
application of the self-defense 
test, the assassination i;nay have 
done nothing to ensure Israel's 
security and may have even 
harmed it. 

Rabbi S. R. H irsch, noted 
Orthodox leader in late nine
teenth century Germany; stated 
that one of the Jew's principal 
obligations in upholding the 
precepts of the Torah is  to 
behave in a righteous and 
. upright manner as a role model 
to the world. In this W?Y, the 
Jew distinguishes himself from 
the non-Jew and paves the path 
to the u l t imate redemption. 
Israel, by virtue of · being the 
Jewish state, most vis ib le  
embod iment of the Jewish 
people ,  cannot avoid this 
burden. Even the Egyptians, 
most grievous ancient :oppres
sors of the Jewish people, could 
only be killed at the express 
command of the Almighty, and 
even so we temper our joy at 
this victory of our people each 
Pesach by spi l l ing drops of  
blood for each of the ten awful 
plague$ that beset them. 

U ltim�tely, the question as 
to the necessity and appropri
ateness of the operat ion is 
debatable. Reasonable people 
can and shou ld d raw a dis
ti nction between the ' ki l l ing 
of civilians and the execution 
of an avowed terrorist whose 
conduct violates the established 
norms of civilized society; But 

· expressions of joy and . smug 
reassurance of Israeli expertise 
and profess ionalism, whi le 

. natural and easy even · to · this 
squeamish personalityjn these 
otherwise bleak times; are surely 
inappropriate  and - i ndeed  
reprehensible upon the· slightest 
reflection. Images pf Israel as 
the proverbial vigilante assassin 
sneaking away into the ·· night 
are the stuff of which best
se l l ing novels arid motion 
pictures are made; however, 
they are not hallma�ks of a 
people that is to be a light to . 
all the nations of th'-! earth. 
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Dean M. Berger, z"l 

Dr. Morton Berger, Dean ican Associat io n o f  S tate 
of the Ferkauf Graduate School Psychology Boards; chairman, 
of Psychology, was tragically Committee on Education and 
killed a week ago in a head- . Credentialing, American Asso
on collision with a d runken ciation of State Psychology 
driver on the New York State Boards; president, American 
Thruway. Dean Berger was 53 Association of State Psychol
years old. . . ogy Boards;  and member ,  

Accordm� to t_he pohce, Dr. · Steering Committee, American 
Berger was killed mstantly when Psychological Association
his car, entering a northbound sponsored conference on Edu
entrance lane to the Thruway cation and Credent ial ing in 
in Ramapo, was struck by a Psychology. 
vehicle, driven by Greg Dykstra, 
proceeding south at high speed. 

Prior to his appointment as 
Dean of Ferkauf in 1977, Dr. 
Berger served as Executive 
Secretary of the New York State 
Board for Psychology and as 
an official ·of the New York 
Department of Education. Dr. 
Berger also held numerous 
additional positions, including 
Chief Psychologist of Albany 
County Health Services, and 
was psychological consultant 
at Russell Sage College, Student 
Health Service, Troy, and at 
the Albany County Mental 
Health Clinic. 

He was a member at large, 
Executive Committee, Amer-

Dean Berger also served as 
a Psychological Consultant for 
the Schenectady Council on 
Alcoholism. 

Dr. Berger earned a diploma 
in Jewish Education at Yeshiva 
University's Teachers Institute 
(now Isaac Breuer College of 
Hebraic Studies) in 1 955: the 
Bachelor's degree the following 
year at Yeshiva College; and 
the M.S .  in 1 962 and Ph.D. 
in clinical psychology in 1963 
fro m t he U n ive r s i t y  of  
Massachusetts. 

He is survived bv a wife, 
daughter, and two sons. both 
of whom study at Yeshiva 
University. 

Council for SSSB 
by Ari Levitan 

A s tud ent c o m m i uee  
appo inted by  the  Yesh iva 
College Stupent Council, under 
the auspices of Dr. Nulman 
and the SSSB administration, 
has organised a student asso
ciation (not counci l )  for the. 
business school. This separate 
association will be concerned 
with matters that effect students 
of the business school. 

Under the arrangement, close 
connections between the YCSC 
and SSSB. student association 

will exist. The effect on YCSC 
will be to add another vice
president from SSSB to its 
Executive Board . This vice
president wi l l  also be the 
president SSSBSA. Represen
tat ion for SSSB students in 
the Student Council would be 
t h rough' · 1 h i s e lec ted  v i ce  
president.  Add it i on  ally, the 
vice president elected from YC 
would act as an' observer at 
the S S S B S A  meet i n es .  A 
similar arrangement is t� exist 
at Stern College. 

BS"D. OHAVEI ' SHALOM TSEDAKA FUND 
DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF RA881 SOLOMON P. WOHLGELERNTER i,.,., 

FOUNDED IN ·1 977 FOR THE FIRST YAHAZEIT INTRODUCED. AT Y .U. IN SPRING, 1 979 
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HELPS NEEDY _FAMILIES IN ISRAEL 

A"D REAJSENIKS IN RUSSIA 

CONTRIBUTIONS CAN SE GIVEN TO: 
J"9DAH WOHGElERNTER 
POLLACK LIBRARY, Y.U. 
CAMPUS REPRESENTATIVE 
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With The Sweet 

By Dov Pinchot 
Forty years becomes little 

more than a blink of an eye 
when held next to the extended 
history of the Jewish people. 
But h istory is comprised of 
moments of climax, and these 
moments of unmatched impact 
need take l ittle time. I t  is 
possible to sit through forty 
minutes of a sporting event, 
but blink at the wrong instant 
and the key play has eluded 
y o u  forever .  So too ,  t he  
establishment of  the Jewish 
State forty years ago must be 
measured by its impact on the 
Jewish people not its span in 
history. J udaism looks into 
the themes of the past and finds 
within these themes a course 
for the future. Forty years ago, 
two themes dramatically reap
peared on the Jewish scene after 
lying dormant under persistent 
oppression for almost two 
hundred years: the necessity 
for a Jewish state and the 
intractable destiny of the Jewish 
nation. 

In a speech delivered in 1 946 
entitled "Why We Need a 
Jewish State" Golda Meir 
explained the rediscovery of 

• the necessity for a Jewish state: 
"We understood this necessity 
the moment that we, 600,000 
Jews in Palestine, despite all 
that we had created in the 
country, stood powerless to 
rescue hundreds of thousands 

by J. Katzauer 
Today is a little known date 

outside of Israel. To most YU 
students it is nothing more than 
the 24 hour period before 
Israel's Independence Day; to 
others it dawns with far more 
somber tones. The day is known 
as Yorn HaZickaron- Memorial 
Day for the fallen of the I .D.F. 
Its exclusion from the program 
started by Y om HaShoah is 
nothing short of unforgivable. 
We remember those who died 
in the chimneys of Europe, we 
celebrate the birth of that 
elusive Jewish homeiand, yet 
we cannot bring ourselves to 
recognize those who paid for 
that birth. 

I n  I srael the sirens that 
normally sound only in warn
ing, alert the nation to silence. 
The time has come for remem
brance. Obediently traffic stops, 
exchanges freeze, even the 
much-loved haggling in markets 
hushs, as everyone remembers 
a friend or relative or acquain
tance. For one heavenly minute 
the commercial instincts of an 
entire country is quieted as 
that country gives thanks to 
the �ver-growing number who 
have protected its existence. 

It is a rare time, for the tears 
in a person's eyes may be for 
someone he hardly knew. He 
does not think of the cause 

Yorn HaAtzmaut 
of Jews, perhaps millions, from 
certain death." European Jewry 
was u ndergo ing the most  
horrible genocide in the history 
of man. Jews all over the world 
realized their helplessness; n·o 
country in the entire world, 
not even British-controlled 
Palestine would accept these 
seemingly damned refugees. 
As they stood on the shores 
of Palestine watching the British 
navy turn away ship after ship 
of their doomed brothers, the 
brave chalutzim realized the 
necessity for absorbing and 
saving world Jewry; we needed 
our own state. 

Today the state of Israel once 
again stands poised to rescue 
Jews from destruction. The 
present danger is not annihi
lation by force; it is assimilation, 
assimilation into a culture not 
our own, into ignorance of our 
past and thus probable mis
direction for our future. We 
try earnestly to build Judaism 
in America, but we build our 
communities and synagogues 
without a foundation, devoid 
of our heritage. We feel our 
bui l d i ngs are s turdy,  o u r  
children will be sa(e within their 
walls. But every wall erected 
in gal ut over the last two 
thousand years has crumbled. 
It is time we awaken ourselves 
and realize that galut is not 
what we pray for daily; we are 
in ex i le - ex i l e  from o u r , 

homeland. After the destruction 
of European Jewry, the survival 
of the Jewish spirit necessitates 
our own state. 

Theodore Herzl recognized 
persecution and bigotry as being 
the natural reactions to any 
minority of people d ifferent 
than those surrounding them. 
He scanned the history of his 
people and saw this pattern 
repeated clearly, again and 
again. Add to this the creative 
and energetic nature of the 
Jewish minority and he felt 
us to be doubly doomed in 
galut. 

We have tried to cover our 
dissimilarities by climbing in 
the societal structure; we try 
to escape the storms which 
result from our distinctive 
religion by climbing above the 
clouds. But we cannot escape 
our destiny. As Herzl writes, 
"There are many Jews who 
bel ieve that if by their own 
efforts they have achieved a 
comfortable position in life, 
world history has come to an 
end. But world history does 
not come to an end. Even if 
ind ividuals, by skillful work 
and good fortune, have attained 
secure positions, world ·history 
is finished neither for them 
nor for their people." We believe 
in America's unique charac
teristic: freedom. But we have 
not survived two thousand years 
of  galut by p romulgat ing 

America's relativistic freedom 
of religion to our people. Is  
i t  any wonder that so many 
Jews today view their religious 
commitment wi th  apathy? 
Religion in America is not one 
of commitment to laws, it is 
religion consisting of associ
ation with ideas. This poison 
h as en t e red  our  na t i ona l  
bloodstream; i t  kills u s  without 
a sound or scratch. 

The Jews in Eretz Israel are 
not a better breed of Jewish 
people. The majority of Jews 
in Israel were forced by unbear
able persecution i n  Europe, 
Russia, and the Middle East 
to .look toward Jerusalem as 
their last hope. The Jews i n  
Eretz Israel are unique primar
ily for their active role within 
Jewish destiny. We are sur
vivors of the Jewish nation; 
just as Jews in galut have done 
for two thousand years, we 
carry on our faith in the hope 
that someday we may return 
to Zion. But that day is here, 
the gates are open yet we 
suddenly hesitate. The Jews 
in Israel are on the front lines 
of Jewish destiny. The facts 
are both exciting and lucid :  
the Jewish people have estab
lished sovereignty three times 
in their history. Who can believe 
we live at such a time? 

As a scattered people. we 
have failed to bring our light 
to the nations. Europe des-

troyed us by the most sub
human methods the world has 
ever, and hopefully, will ever, 
see. The sun seems to have set 

. on m�rality in America. Com
munism spreads its repressive 
wings wider each day. Even 
rel igion,  whose ideas we are 
given credit for initiating, is 
often an excuse for human 
slaughter and terror. 

The destiny of our people 
is a synthesis between our 
continuity and our oneness. 
Our continuity was guaranteed 
by God. Because of it we have 
seen the greatest empires on  
earth crumble into ashes while 
our tiny nation continues to 
crawl through h istory. Our 
openness i s  the belief that when 
we return to our homeland ,  
when we alone are responsible 
for our home and society, we 
will make a better society. Israel 
will be the nation of justice 
and equality, of morality, and 
ultimately, of holiness. Do we 
each have something to con
tribute toward that goal? 

The last forty years have 
developed into a key moment 
in the destiny of the Jewish 
nation. While the State wil l  
probably continue to  exist 
whether we join them or not, 
it must be recognized that 
fortune has today dropped into 
our laps the opportunity to 
contribute as millions before 
us only dreamed they could. 

A Forgotten Day 
of that death or the justice of 
it, there is simply a regret that 
it had to be at all. He does 
not hate now, he merely recalls 
the unpayable debt he owes, 
a debt that"1uring the rest of 
the year is buried beneath a 
brusque, sharp, desperately 
hurried, and - some, misun
derstanding, say rude - crust. 

U nti l  this past year the 
occasion meant very little to 
me. I would think for sixty 
seconds about those who had 
not  come back - m i n ute  
numbers for any other country 
that has had to fight for its 
existence, but horribly large 
for a country with Israel's much
tortured soul - and maybe 
sneak in a thought about a 
football game, or that rotten 
vinegar .that still carried its 
pretensions as a wine. It  was 
a brief fraction of the day that 
merely left me fascinated in 
the way that one accord could 
move so diverse and agressive 
a people to stop and ponder. 

This year the position has 
unfortunately changed . A 
couple of months ago two 
terrorists latched onto the novel 
idea of hang-gliding their way 
into Israel. One was caught, 
but the other landed near an 
army base, gunned down a 
soldier returning from leave, 
walked into the base and began 

dispensing bullets and grenades. 
He killed another five soldiers 
before he died. One of them 
was an acquaintance, an immi
grant who had volunteered for 
the paratroops. 

I t  seems that the ent ire 
community got together to help 
the bereaved family. Everybody 
grouped into one people with 
one heart and for a while that 
ideal of unity, so lost now in 
religious squabbles and the 
religion of fiscal superiority� 
came to light with the goodness 
that only tragedy can bestow. 

I f  there can be a message 
in remembering those who died 
for so urgent a cause, surely 
it must be that they d ied in 
the hope of seeing it become 
a land of peace, a land of unity. 
There are those who, desiring 
negotiation, complain that there 
is no one to speak . to among 
the Arabs, but the same is true 
of ourselves. We have no united 
front because every little party, 
be it in America or Israel, 

- political or not, believes that 
it has found the light, the sole 
key to human existence, and 
that if a person cannot recognize 
that fact then he must be a 
heretic. 

Thus, until such a day will 
come when people can see the 
person  beneath the outer 
wrappings of cultu re and 

politics, Y om HaZickaron will 
remind us that, if only for one 
minute in the year, we are all 
human beings with the same 
goal: To live. ·As long as we 

can lose sight of that fact, we 
shall need this day not only 
to remind us of what we have 
lost but also of what we stand 

. to lose as human beings. 

. London School of Economics 

and Political Science 

A chance to study and live in London 

Junior-year programs, Postgraduate Diplomas, One
Year Master's Degrees and Research Opportunities in 
the Social Sciences. 

The wide range of subfects includes:-
Accounting and Finance • Actuarial Science • Busi
ness Studies • Economics • Econometrics • 
Economic History • European Studies • Geography • 
Government • Health Planning • Housing • Industrial 
Relations • International History • International Rela
tions • Law • Management Science • Operational 
Research • Philosophy, Logic & Scientific Method • 
Population Studies • Politics • Regional and Urban 
Planning • Sea-�se Policy • Social Administration • 
Social Anthropology • Social Planning in Developing 
Countries • Social Work • Sociology • Social Psychol
ogy • Statistical and Mathematical Sciences • 
Systems Analysis • 

Application forms from: 
Adml■slona Registrar, Room 10, L.S.E., 
Houghton StrHt, London WC2A 2AE, England, 
stating whether undergraduate or poatgreduate. 

LSE 



April 20, 1988 The Commentator Page 5 

Comes The Biffer 

Yorn HaShoah 
By Dov Pinchot 

"Six million were wiped off 
the face of the earth and there 
is the danger that they will also 
be annihilated from our memo
ries. Are they doomed to a two
fold annihilation?" · 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 
Judaism is a historical religion; 
the Torah commands us never 
to forget our past. To remember 
an event p roperly, we must 
try to see it in a correct historical 
perspective. Here the difficulty 
of remembering the Holocaust 
becomes evident: How is the 
numerical figure six mill ion 
put into perspective? From 
where does a man draw a point 
of reference to grasp what six 
mill ion lives mean? If every 
person in New York City, man, • 
woman, and child, whether an 
infant or elderly individual were 
murdered, the number of dead 
would on ly approach three 
million. The Nazis doubled that. 
The Los Angeles Dodgers draw 
the most fans in baseball: three 
million. That means the Nazis 
destroyed the equivalent of two 

. entire years of attendance. Or 
perhaps we should count to 
the number six million. That 
would take at the .very least 
over four months if we c�>Uld 
count continuously for sixteen 
hou'rs-a-day. But we are not 
the only ones to stumble when 
grappling with 'the most sub
human slaughter in the history 
of man. The world in the early 
forties, including t�e doomed 
Jews of Europe faced similar 
prob lems  i n  grasp ing  t he  
Holocaustas it spread, plague
like, through Europe. 

A physician in Vilna, Dr. 
Dvorzhetski, related his first • 
reaction to news of mass murder 
in the fallowing way: "One day 
I saw in the streets a woman 
barefoot, her hair dishevelled. 
She gave -the impression of 
being out of her mind. I ·  took 
her into my room and she said: 
'I come from Ponary.' 'From 
the labor camp at Ponary?' 
I asked .. 'There is no labor camp 
at Ponary, they kill Jews there,' 
she said." The woman described 
the mass executions and her 
escape from the pit of corpses. 
Dvorzhetski d id not believe 
her, until he discovered creeping 
ants from the woods i n  her 
wounds. He went out to tell 
the others the news about 
Ponary. "Doctor," they replied, 
"are you too a panic monger? 
I nstead of giving us a word 
of · consolation you tell us 
nightmares. After all, this is 
Europe, not the jungle. They 
can riot �ill us all." But that 
was exactly what the Nazis had 
in mind, and they ·set their 
barbar ic  p lan  i n to  effect 
carefully and strategically in 

· order to lull the Jews toward 
destruction. 

Anti-Semitism was nothing 
new to Germany. In 1 880, the 
Anti-Semites' Petit ion was 
drafted , charging that Jews 
ruled over their C hristian 

neighbors and would soon 
control the German nation. 
The petition suggested Je\\'s 
be removed from the highly 
influential positions of teachers 
and judges. Fifty years later, 
the Third Reich picked up 
where this Petition left off. 

In April of 1 933, the proc
lamation went forth that all 
non-Aryan civil servants were 
to be retired_ and Jews could 
no longer be employed by banks 
or railroads. Next, any non
Aryan lawyers who began their 
practice after 1 9 14  were to have 
theiriicences revoked. The same 
month saw enrollment in high 
schools and universities made 
proportional to the Aryan -
non-Aryan population. With 
the Jews out of the government 
and losing their education the 
Nazis turned towards isolating 
them from German national
i sm.  The right to vote in  
Reichstag elections was stripped 
from all non-Aryans. 

By the end of 1 935 the purity 
of German blood was the 
dominant theme of the Reich . 
Jews were not al lowed to  
intermarry · with Aryans; nor 
were they allowed to fly the 
Reich flag. They were however 
strongly encouraged to fly the 
"Jewish colors." I n  March of 
1 938 the Reich took control 
of the Jewish communit ies' ·  
affairs and organization. The 
Jews had to report all of their 
property to the Reichstag. The 
Nazis now knew the location 
of all their Jews. But the Jews 
were not visible enough. All 
males were forced to add the 
name "Israel" to their names; 
fem ales had to add "Sarah. "  
On November 7 ,  1 938 a Jewish 
boy shot and killed Ernst von 
Rath, a member of the German 
legation in Paris. The reaction 
to the killing was Kristallnacht, 
followed by a one billion mark 
penalty payment imposed in 
the Jews. The Jews realized 
they had no future in the cities. 
The building of Aushwitz began 
in 194 1 .  The Jews were resettled 
in a few cities or ghettos near 
railroad junctions. The rest 
is well known. 

The Nazis went to great 
lengths to systematically make 
the Jews believe they were 
inferior. But the Nazis were 
aided by natural Jewish opti
mism: "We have survived so 
much persecution, we shal l  
survive this too." A terrible 
circle of denial existed in Jewish 
c o m m u n i t i e s  t h roughou t  
Europe. Hope prevailed that 
what had happened elsewhere 
would not necessarily occur. 
in one's' own country. Polish 
Jews believed for many months 
that the massacres would be 
confined to the Nazi-occupied 
areas in the Soviet Union. Even 
after whole ghettos had been 
liquidated in Poland, it was 
still assumed in Warsaw that 
the Nazis would not dare to 
kill hundreds of thousands in 

the capital. When deportations 
started i n  Warsaw i t  was 
thought t_hat only those not 
employed in workshops and 
factories · connected with the 
war effort would be affected. 
Among German and Austrian 
Jews it was believed that while 
the Nazis were quite capable 
of committing any conceivable 
cruelty vis-a-vis Russian and 
P o l i s h  Jews  w h o m  they 
regarded as inferior species, 
they would treat Jews from 
their own Kulturkreis (region 
of cultural influence) differ
ently. French, I talian, and 
Dutch Jews, on the other hand, 
were convinced that the Nazis 
·had always hated and despised 
their own German Jews but 
that they would not necessarily 
t ransfe r  those  fee l i ngs to 
Western European Jews whom 
they hardly knew. 

We should not be misled to 
equate the world's seemingly 
apathetic · reaction during the 
destruction of the Jews in 
Europe fo t he victims own 
failure to 'recognize their own 
doomed fate. The Jews were 
victims of. complex psycholog
ical reactions to death; the 
world was brutishly ·insensitive 
and ofterf.inhuman. The news 
of the Jewish genocide was 
broadcast , to all the world by 
the end of 1942. Thus, the action 
or inaction of the world from 
this point' on becomes all the 
more horrifying. 

In 1 939 Congress was asked 
to admit 20,000 refugee children 
from Poland. The Adminis
tration never acted on the 
proposal and it died. But soon 
afterwards, when, after the fall 
of France, England was threa
tened with possible' invasion 
by the Nazis, the United States 
G overnment qu ickly issued 
visas for I 0,000 children .  It 
was not until June 1 2, 1 944, 
almost five years after the 
launching of the extermination 
program, that President Frank-
1 i n  De lano  Rooseve l t  
announced . t o  Congress "that 
A merica ·would bring to its 
shores 1 ,000 refugees, mostly 
woman and children, who had 
escaped Southern Italy." 

The Engl i sh ,  who  from 
monitoring the railroads must 
have realized something strange 
was happening, reacted to the 
news of , the Holocaust by 
closing Palestine to Jewish 
immigrants and establishing 
paltry refugee camps for the 
surviving Jews. In September 
of 1944 the Southern Depart
ment of the Foreign Office said 
that the news of the systematic 
mass murder would compel 
various heads of office "towaste 
a disproportionate amount of 
their t ime in dealing with 
wailing Je_ws." 

Even newspapers in Palestine 
reacted in the most deplorable 
manner . · Both  Davar and 
Hatzofe blamed the , reports 
of mass  murd e r  o n  t he  

unbrid led sensationalism of 
irresponsible journalists on the 
one hand, and the competition 
between vari.ous news agencies 
on the other. "The irresponsible 
informants . . .  absorb every 
rumor, they desperately look 
for every piece of bad news, 
every enormous figure and 
present it to the reader in a 
way which makes the blood 
curdle in one's veins." 

What is the phenomenon 
which makes the H olocaust 
so difficult to comprehend? 
Walter Laqueur in his book 
"The Terrible Secret" sum
mized, "The fact that millions 
were killed was more or less 
meaningless. People could 
identify perhaps with the fate 
of a single individual or a family 
but not with the fate of millions. 
The statistics of murder were 
either disbelieved or dismissed 
from consciousness . ., 

Perhaps the two men· who 
understood the phenomenon 
best were a Polish courier 
named Jan Karski and Shmuel 
Zygielbojm, the Jewish rep
resentat ive on the  Po l i sh  
National Council. Karski had 
visited the Warsaw ghetto twice 
and smuggled himself into and 
out of the Belzec death camp. 
. When told by Jewish leaders 
that his plans to ransom Polish 
Jews ran counter to all war 
strategy, Karski replied, "that's 
just it. That's what we're up 
against. Tell the other Jewish 
leaders that this is no case for 
politics or tactics. Tell them 
that the earth must be shaken 
to its foundations, the earth 

must be aroused. Perhaps then 
it wi l l  wake u p ! "  Sh muel  
Zygielbojm was so crushed by 
the apathy of the world to the 
destruction of the Jews that 
he took his own life in 1 943. 
In a final letter he wrote that 
while the crime of murdering 
the whole Jewish pop'ulation 
of Poland rested in the first 
place ·on the murderers them
selves, indirectly it rested on 
all humanity, the governments 
and the peoples of the Allied 
states which had not undertaken 
concrete action to stop the 
crime: "By passively watching 
the extermination of millions 
of defenseless, tortured to death 
chi ldren ,  women and men, 
those countries became accom
plices of the murderers. I cannot 
remain silent, I cannot go on 
living when the remnants of 
the Jewish people of Poland 
of whom I am a representative 
are eliminated . . . .  By my death 
I want to express my strongest 
protest against the extermi
nation of the Jewish people." 

As each year passes, we face 
the  danger of  l e t t ing  t h e  
memory of the Holocaust fade 
from our minds. With one 
event, the nations of the world 
made painfully clear how much 
they care for us. Would it have 
been too much to bomb the 
railroads which carried Jews 
to certain death as the war 
wound to a close? We should 
not be the vict ims of such 
naivete and helplessness ever 
again. As Jews we are com
manded to learn from history; 
let us learn our lesson well. 
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Through the Eye of a Needle 7Jiary o a 7ournalisl 

A refugee camp under total curfe"' close to Ramallah. 
by J. Katzauer 

The gaping mouth of death 
that so recently showed its new 
terror on Israeli television 
during the night of April 6, 
has brought a new dimension 
to the four month old insur
rection in the area known as 
Judea and Samaria or the West 
Bank. The gaping, lifeless eyes 
of Tirza Porat have witnessed 
an  outcry long expected, 
awaited and feared. Although 
what actually happened in the 
v i l lage of Be i ta  and wil l  
probably never be agreed upon, 
it has provided a new rallying · 
point for those hard-liners who 
wish to .see the expulsion of 
all Arabs from the borders of 
Israel. 

The first civilian death has 
been inevitable from the start 
of the fracas, but it apparently 
had not been foreseen by the 
Israeli settlers. Their philos
ophy, although no Jew can the 
comparison without some 
unease, is that the Arabs are 
almost "subhuman" - the Nazi 
theory of an inferior race. 
Therefore, as long as no Jewish 
blood was shed, what did it 
matter if IO or 100 Arabs were 
kil led for their rights. To 

heighten the irony, Benny 
Katzover, chairman of the 
Samaria Regional Council, 
whose daughter was saved by 
some of the villagers, called 
for harsher military. control. 
He told this reporter, "If the 
government had taken the right 
measures at the start and killed 
thirty Arabs, 1 00 might not 
have died. Now they do too 
little, always too late. " .  He 
neglected to explain why the 
hikers had ventured so close 
to an Arab village with tempers 
running so high. 

Bigotry, however, is often 
found on both sides. of the fence, 
this being no exception. While 
there exist many influential 
Arabs who wish to find some 
solution to the situation, they 
are frightened to speak out since 
the P. L.O. will silence them. 
Therefore, the voices heard in 
Israel - different language is 
used for the foreign press -
still call for the destruction 
of Israel as the price of a 
Palestini�n state. It is interesting 
.to note that the Palestine 
Liberation Organization was 
established in 1964, three years 
before the "Palestinian Prob
lem" existed. 

Benny Katzover, chairman Samaria Regional Council. 

Thus, it · has become imper
ative that the media and the 
public tum their attention from 
the extremes of the problem 
to the middle roads, for that 
is where compromise will be 
met. Both camps have valid 

sacred duty to establish in repeated at 40 times the mag
perpetuity a political situation nitude. Then even were Samaria 
that will ensure the liquidation to be discussed, no Jew would 
of the sources of the aggression. allow Masada, and Judea, to 
It is entitled to maintain this fall again. 
state of affairs as long as the The · cynical ' Israeli points · danger (!f aggression does not out that after the Yorn Kippur 
cease. War Israel offered a return of 
· "A nation that has attained territory for peace, and then 

security at the cost of numerous the Arabs responded with "No 
victims will never agree to the peace, no recognition, no  
restoration of  previous borders. negotiation," nothing has 
No territories will be returned changed. Even were we to talk, 
as long as the danger of  any peace offered could not 
aggression still prevails.,. be accepted as the Arabs still 

This would mean that were want nothing less than total 
Israel to return ·areas captured annihilation of Israel. The 
it would be a sign of goodwill cynical Palestinian points out 
rather than · the r ight . of a that even though everyone 

· , vanquished nation, and there- · wants peace, neither side, nor 
fore it may . only do so when . eveq the myriad factions in 
it can guarantee its own safety. each side, have enough in 
Yet the Arabs, ·represented by common to discuss their com
the · P.L.O., demand return of mon ire. Until each can feel 
their territory as the prerequisite a little more open-minded about 
to negotiation: : the sanctity of his cause, none 

The situation that · emerges will ever reach the table. 
from this quagmire is a con- While Israel is painfully and 
founding number of <i:atch-22 slowly searching for the key 
arrangements: The Ar�bs want to an acceptable solution, there 
autonomy in an autoµomous is now a powerful resentment 

A Palestinian mother, blind "·ith cataracts. bewails her ion's arrest. . ' 

claims amid their unreasonl;lble state; but this would I pres�nt towar�s foreigners, especially 
demands; the Arabs have a nght an unacceptable security nsk American Jews who were so 
to receive full civil rights, to Israel, since for many - Jews quick to deno�nce Israel for 
possibly_ even for a semi- and Arabs alike - Israel and attempting_ to restore equilib
autonomous rule of the type Palestine are mutually exclu- rium. Those so vociferous now 
. discussed in the Camp D�vi� sive. The Jews who want peace · were conspicuously silent when 
accords whence much c1v1l for property are stalled as the the Syrians crushed a revolt · 
administration would be con- people they are hoping to deal by wiping out a town of 10 000 
ducted by local governments. · with regard that real estate as people, or when the Egyptians 

On the other hand, there .still divinely deeded to them. · crushed a Palestinian demon-
remains the stal�mate that Israel . Even amongst the mqderates, stration by immediately open-. 

· could only give a way the 1f an . Arab goes to the_ neg- ing fire, while a hundred yards 
Samaria �.rea_ as Ion� as Jer- otiating table he will be �illed away I srae l i_ t roops were  
usale�, with its satellite to�ns by  th� self-appointe� repre- struggling with. tear gas and 
of G1lo and Ramot, remams sentallves of the Palestinians rubber bullets. 

. in Israeli_ hands. Af�er all, e_ven the P .L.O. Eve� wer,e he tb Equally detestable as the 
the Russia�� recogmze the nght speak to the Israelis, they would armchair pacifists are those 
of sovereignty of conquest: demand a cessation of rioting, eternally naive adolescents 
(P�avd�,. Sept. 2, 19�) a condition which is unaccep- blind to the realities of th; 

Poht1cal boundanes. are _the table to the Arabs as they feel situation, who call for the . 
re�ults �f a process of h1stoncal that these riots are the only expulsion of all Arabs from 
evolution, the outcome _of way to force l�rael to n�gotiate. Israel. Curfews, killing, expul
causes that_ have been a��1ve For the Israeli moderates, were sions and destruction of prop
for some time. The fron�1ers they to surrend�r ter�itory, it erty are not a solution, as the . 
of the stat� have been sanctified would have to include Jerus- · Egyptians discovered from · 
by the to1! of the settlers and alem _which is out I of the· _ 1948-67; but neither is acqui
by the copious blood they have quest ion .  Then w�at �ill escence to violence by the 

- sh� on them. . happen t� the settlers; wou�d : populace . s·eulers  taking 
A people that, h as �een they be disarmed· and;allowed . matters into their own hands 

attack�d, has def�nded 1ts�lf . t? stay - unacceptable to either can never resolve a violent 
and wms the war 1s bound m side - or must we see Yamit problem, they are trying to put 

by J. Katzauer had enough of the press which absolutely no regard for one 
· Many Americans are con- needs them for safety and then way roads: Everyone gets out 

vinced that the whole of Israel paints them in red. of the way of the Press. As 
is now a hotbed of physical Near Ramallah we find a we arrive, we have once again 
unrest, even more dangerous few Arab mothers bitterly have come at the end of a small 
than New York City. This is bemoaning the arrest of one rebellion, about thirty kids 
not absolutely correct. Outside youth who had thrown rocks · · under the age of ten beat a 
the West Bank the country is at an army jeep. As one of the · hasty tactical withdrawal from 
experiencing a beautiful Spring reservists tells us, "Each one a unit of advancing soldiers 
and is as tranquil and peaceful of them has five mothers, none who this time are joking easily 
as it has ever been. The bus- of whom really has this son." as there is no danger. A few 
inessmen in Tel-Aviv are only One of the Reuters photo- stones land around the press 
interested in events in the West graphers gets involved in an cars, but now the Arabs stop 
Bank to the extent that they argument with a soldier as to . · it: They don't want bad press. 
affect the Stock Exchange, who started the rioting, the We chat_ a little and then go 
giving the  air of re laxed Palestinians or the press. Half on our ways .. 
indifference. People still hike · the Israeli press contingent is As I moved the car it rolled . 
wherever they wish in Israel · . already there: It looks like a over an .Arab's foot. It was 
proper with no greater anxiety .quiet day. Indeed, many pol- 1 quite a pleasant feeling, almost 
than carrying enough water. iticians were already theorizing a petty revolt. 
One has to venture into the that the Arabs were suffering Later on in Nablus someone 
te r r i tor ies  fo · not ice any from a· fatigue, they had had throws some stones at my car, 
difference. · · enough of being ordered around but they hit the Arab Mercedes 

As soon as we drove across by the P.L.O. As events proved, behind us. Although I raise 
the Green Line, the 1948 border, · they were tragically wrong. my camera to shoot the result
we fel� a change. There is a . Moving on, we travel by the ing argument, my partner 
quiet hostility in every shuttered police station in time to see knocks it down and yells: "You 
village . tliat we drove through the youth bundled inside, but crazy? Get the - out of here! 
with our press signs clearly it looks like a lazy day in  What are they doing - we're 
visible in the hope that these Ramallah so we head out to the good guys." 
white . emblems would mirac- Nablus. En route, we pass a We then decide to leave 

The remains of Tirza Porat were buried at Karnei Shomron. 
ulously prevent a barrage of 
stones. They did on the whole. 
Of course, one could not wear 
a kippah or the Arabs would 
think you. were a settler trying 
to pull a fast one. 

The area feels like a lull in 
an everlasting w�r. All of the 
shops are shut in a futile general 
strike ordered by the P.L.O. 
which is really only hurting 
the shopkeepers themselves. 
Both my partner and I keep 
our cameras .in our laps for 
quick use, or to wave at rioters 
in assurance of our authenticity. 
Today, the 5th of April, the ·Arabs . are remarkably friendly 
as they invariably are when 
they need publicity, and the 
soldiers are hostile, they have 

a .fire ,out with gasoline. 
· Ma�y Israelis feel that the 

dashing soldier with a yellow 
cravat sunbathing on the hood 
of his jeep, and we back up 
to catch a "Wish You Were 
Here" photograph. 

In the West Bank, nobody 
wears a seat belt so that one 
can escape faster if the car is 
hit by a Molotov cocktail. One 
also drives at breakneck speed 
so that in the event of a crash 
· wearing · a seatbelt becomes a 
safety q uestion of pure ly  
. academic importan�e. 

While we are cruising around 
Nablus an Arab trucker sees 
our press signs and points us 
towards the Kasbah, the central 
market area and a place where 
there has been a lot of rioting 
recently. We dash off with 

"I  keep my distance from all 
these itinerant Jewish cultural 
lions . . . What the hell do I care 
what they think about the West 
Bank or the price of felaf el! 
As far as I'm concerned, they ·. 
have all . voted with their feet · 

Nablus for a while and get 
something to eat in E lon 
Moreb. While there I interview 
Benny Katzover, the •mayor 
of an area . encompassing 3 1  

settlements and 30,000 people. 
He is one of the leaders of Gush 

Cabinet Minister Sharon at Porat's funeral. 
Emunim and propounds that 
philosophy. " From here you 
can see Jordan on one side 
and the Mediterranean on the 
other. How can we give up an 
area that takes only one hour 
to drive through?" With regard 
to peace: "Of course, we all 
want it, but we cannot give 
back the Shomron. Whoever 
heard of a country giving back 
what it won in war?" As -to 
the situation today, "Here, it 
has little effect on us, we live 
. as normal. We still go for hikes 
in the area. But this struggle 
is only just beginning. Look 
at the War of Attrition, this 
will get a lot worse yet." 

The next day Tirza Porat 
was killed. We are invited to 
stay overnight, but feel that 
we must return to Jerusalem. 
We missed the hike, and a 
scoop, but we also saved our 
skins; of 1 8  hikers, only three 
were not hurt. 

Two days later we join the 
convoy of press cars to the 
funeral. We are among the first 
to hear that Tirza was killed 
with a bullet, and our reaction 
is one of disbelief. We had no 
reason to accept this story until 
verification came later from 
the army investigators. 

The clime was one of anger 
and resentment at the army's 
impotence in the incident. The 
excuse had conveniently pres
ented itself for barely sup
pressed hatred to surf ace and 
call for r evenge. Cabinet 
Minister  Ar i e l  Sharon 
announced, "It is time for  some 
definitive action, we cannot 
have a partial suppression or 
a partial conquest, we must 
crush it." 

Since it was during Pesach 
and eulogies were forbidden, 
the speeches to the 6,000 a! 

the burial became political. 
P r ime  Minister  Shamir  
exclaimed, "There has been 
bloodshed in the past, and they 
try it for results. The only result 
of the bloodshed, the violence, 
the terrorism, wil l  be the 
strengthening of Israel." 

Minister for Re l ig ious  
Affairs, Zevulun Hammer, 
demanded the destruction of 
the village of Beita, and the 
expulsion of its inhabitants. 

Major-General Mitzna, chief 
of the central command, called 
for restraint. He appealed to 
the settlers to let the army 
resolve the problem and not 
them. He was shouted down. 

Driving back to Jerusalem, 
a settler tries to force us off 
the road when he realizes that 
we are press. Later, we see an 
Arab who has had his wind
shield smashed by settlers. 

We meet up with our settler 
again at a roadblock. Now, 
however, the press are persona 
grata with the army since an 
NBC TV crew saved several 
of the hikers in Beita and alerted 
the army to the gravity of the 
situation. We stop anyway, and 
the settler tells us that, "You 
understand, of course, it was 
not against you personally that 
I did this. I do not like the 
way the press has handled Israel 
and my letters to the editor 
have not helped. Besides, I 
could not have killed you, when 
you overtook me anyway I saw 
you were too good a driver." 
Until he saw us pass him 
though, we were in danger. 

His wife apologized for him 
and invited us to her Pesach 
Seder that night. When she 
learnt we were both Jewish 
she asked my partner if he was 
married, because she knew this 
lovely Jewish girl... 

besi position for American Jews 
· would be to keep quiet, the 
damage has been done. They 
have meddled in a fight that 
they · have not accepted the 
responsibility for; To quote 
an editor of the Jerusalem Post: 

and totally disqualified them- Ang!'y settlers vented their anger at Arabs minutes afier the funeral. 
selves." 
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To the Future 
education and no concern for 
morals or others. They not only 
stole my valuable personal 
belongings, but even my tank 
repair equipment (vital for 
survival in battle) of which they 
already possessed their own. 
Kleptomania in its epitome. 
They joked of my American
hood and moreover, with a 
few command ing officers, 
mocked my religious convic
tions. 

in commemoration. We not 
only commemorate, we relive 
the episode through custom 
and words of p ra i se .  On 
Passover the remembrance of  
the  exodus from  Egypt i s  
accomp l ished by re l iv ing  
slavery and poorness through 
eating bitter herbs, charoseth, 
and unleavened bread. We also 
feast like the rich and free, 
leaning on pillows and drinking 
wine. Every holiday has its 
element of reliving in one. 
Succot with the succah, Sha
vuot with a ful l  night of 
learning,  Purim with the 
circul a t ion  of M i sh loach  
Manot, and Channukah with 
the lighting of candles in the 
public domain, are all examples 
of holidays comprised of the 
fotune and misfortune which 
befell the Jewish people. 

eating at Atarah 's restaurant 
in Jerusalem. Others may have 
lost family members at the 
hands of the Arabs in Israel's 
many wars, while others are 
fortunate enough to hear these 
tales second hand, or read it 
i n  our  man ipu lated news 
articles. 

By Reuben I. Levine 
It's Pesach vacation. Four 

o 'c lock in my beach-front 
Netanya appartment I awake, 
exhausted by yesterday's long 
journey from the States. Hoping 
that a view of the Mediteranean 
will cure my jet-lag, I sit myself 
on the balcony. What a mag
nificent view. Minutes pass 
quickly as I watch the dark 
blue sky lighten, the shallow 
aqua-green waters revealing 
the ocean floor ,  and  the 
shimmering silver streak usher 
the moon to my friends on the 
other side of the world. A new 
day ready to begin. 

Will today be l ike recent 
ones? News reports and public 
opinion suggest more unrest. 
Who will live till nightfall in 
Gaza? Who will write an article 
condemning Israeli policy? 
What religious - secular conflict 
will take place? Which Amer
ican tourist will belittle Israel; 
which Israeli will curse the 
American money man? 

Look, an Israeli naval boat 
crosses the water, protecting 
the borders of my young, torn 
country. Forty years has aged 

it so. 
I myself, l ike Israel ,  am 

exhausted. Not so much from 
the length of the trip; the unease 
concerning the State of Israel 
constantly worries my mind. 
However, my fatigued ideals 
were transfigured in much less 
time than Israel's existence: 
One year. 

In 1984 I went into the Israel 
Defense Forces with the highest 
of ideals. Nine months latet: 
upon my discharge, I was a 
bitter Israeli. I experienced the 
Israeli garbage-d isposal, a 
modern day Jewish machine 
which produces multiplicity 
and antizionist sentiment. 

In Lebanon I dealt with 
ruthless, conniving, hate-ridden 
Arabs. To date, no logical 
reason for the occupation can 
justify the bloodshed, mental 
anguish, and moral descent that 
victimized my contemporaries 
and myself. 

For six months I lived among 
a unit ofoften referred to Israeli 
scum. The bulk of them were 
boys d rafted in their senior 
year of high school. They had 
no interest in finnishing their 

This personal account is not 
calculated to foster sentiment 
or compass ion for my own 
misfortune, but simply to use 
my own experience to manifest 
the sforementioned questions. 
I am worried, confused and 
scared of the fate which is 
destined for my people. 

Though these problems are 
very real, they are not new. 
These are the echoes of a 
problem evident in the Jewish 
Nation as far back as the people 
itself. 

Historically, following every 
corruption in Jewish unity was 
a time of turmoil and nation- . 
wide strife. However, succeed
ing the suffering was a unified 
eruption of. the people - we, 
the Jewish people. 

It is these three cycle-like 
components, corruption, tur
moil, and unity which together 
annually mark our calenders 

These holidays were before 
our time. We did not physically 
or consciously participate in 
the corruption-strife-unity cycle 
which are subsets of these 
joyous anniversaries. However, 
we have one modern day 
holiday who�e product we are 
very much part of - Yoni 
Haatzmaut. Each an_d every 
one of us is aff ecied by this 
reality directly or indirectly. 
Some of us may have seen it 
living in Israel, serving in the 
Israel Defense Forces, or simply 

I am envious of this moon 
dipping over the horizon. In  
its own twenty-four hour cycle 
it is able to observe, unbiased, 
the good and the evil which 
befall our people today. The · 
world along with our people 
appears to be falling apart at 
the seams. 1t is in phase one 
and . two (corrupt ion and 
turmoil). We who are caught 
in the phases of this present 
new Jewish cycle often only 
see the bad and overlook the 
inevitable good . Where has 

phase three gone - unity? Why 
is it only a word of the past? 

May this Y om Haatzmaut . 
give us a chance to see the good. 
We have real-estate which is 
ours, · and only ours. ·  It is an 
oceanside plot of land in need 
of attention and love. Let us, 
religious and non-religious , 
American Jew and Israeli Jew, 
pre-semicha and pre-med dance 
together, overlooking some of 
the _bad and reliving the good. 
The problems will wait for_ us. 
Happy Birthday Israel! 

in school." how "easy" it was to be Jewish 
The Rav answered, "You are in Israel? That is how life should 

Doubts After Israel · not viewing these ideas cor- be. If you are going to continue 
rectly. Look at them the right the 2000 plus years of Jewish 
way and most will grant you heritage, it makes sense to desire 

edge: it is action. T_he respon- needed for your synthesis was a deeperunderstandingofGod's the healthiest atmosphere for 
sibility of the Jew is to study attainable there; here the time creations. For example, Chem- your region: I mentioned before 
and do. You mentioned the I put in seems inconsequential." istry studies the relationship that we·are captives in a foreign 

By Dov Pinchot 
It was a conversation which 

could occur in hundreds of 
Jewish households across the 
country. A college student, 
reflecting upon the year he spent 
studying in Israel, felt depressed 
when he compared the spiritual 
level of his life now to what 
it was back then. He said he 
d id not think about it often 
- life just moves too fast; but 
sometimes he meets someone 
or hears something which 
reminds him. On this occasion 
he meets a young Rav , whose 
face was filled with a saintly 
glow - the kind of glow the 
college student had once sought 
so much. The Rav asked him 
if he felt differently now as 
a Jew than he had felt in Israel. 

The student responded , 
"Since I left Israel, the whole 
focus of my life has changed. 
There I was concerned with 
my meaning in life - Judaism, 
and my relationship to God. 
I learned more and obser,ved 
more; I had a special feeling 
that I was truly serving God, 
spending hours laboring over 
his laws. Now l feel my energy 
is spent on the practice of life: 
my future vocation, getting 
through school, finding the 
right girl, etc. My davening 
has become thoughtless . .  I am 
so involved with the concrete 
that I do not have time for 
the abstract. I try to go back 
to Israel as often as I am able, 
but I can not fool myself into 
thinking that fourteen days or 
seven or even a month makes 

up for my neglect the rest of 
the year." 

The Rav listened attentively 
to his response. He paused for 
a moment, took a deep breath, 
and said, "The element missing 
in your life is synthesis. The 
p rimary goal of studying  
Halacha is not abstract knowl-

. mcaningf ul and the practical, The Rav seemed quite famil- of elements in His physical culture. What prisoner wouldn't 
as if they arc separate and iar with this feeling. Witho_µt universe; Biology studies the want to return home? From 
divisible. Judaism teaches us hesitation, he answered, "Once workings ofliving things; Music a Jewish perspective we are 
they arc one and the same, again discipline is the key studies how the ear hears sound; suffering in galut." 
indivisible. The uniqueness of · element. The Jewish soul needs Art, how the eye and mind The student added, "The 
our religion is that meaning food in order to survive, so perceive images; Philosophy, drive to be a Ben Torah was 
and praclice go hand in hand. some level of nutrition must what the limits are to man's so strong during my year in  
The separation you are imagin- be digested every day. Whether intellect. Contemplation of . Israel. I watched what I said, 
ing exists only because we are that food is Halacha or Jewish these scienc.es through the was ca.-eful with my berachot, 
like captives in a foreign land· thought, it is your only hope Jewish perspective should and tried to perfect my char
and culture .  I n  I srael you of losing your spiritual mel- · bolster your appreciation of acter. That drive has faded. 
though! as a Jew first ; i n  ancholy. For those who will God, not harm it." What· onefebbe once described 
Amcr ic u  you th ink as an not stay in the yeshiva for life, The student thought for as the burning fire of a Ben 
American first. The pain of. I view the yeshiva experience another moment, then con- Torah has turned to a small 
exile is not merely a matter as a kind of incubator process: tinued, "I remember when l flickering flame." 
of phys ical suffering; it is a while in it you are fed the proper was in Israel ,  materialism . The Rav glanced at his watch 
mat t e r  o f  mi sguided foods in a protected atmo- seemed so rquch less important. and realized i t  was time for 
perspective. sphere, which wiJI - soon enable In America it can reauy ·con- mincha. He concluded, "The . 

The Jew has halacha; a you to survive in the outside sume you." drive of which you speak thrives 
thorough integration of morals world. The Rav hesitated. Having only on two things: study and 

d d d . d .1 ·r- The outside world is a rough gathered his thought he said, disci'pli' ne. Study w1·11 remi'nd an stan ar s mto a1 y hie. � 
-

Our halacha, the manifestation one or the Jew and synthesizing 'Consume' is a good word for you what the Jewish character 
of Jewish values, is the lens your learning with your actions you to use. I feel a person should is supposed to be; discipline 
h h h. h J . · takes real effort. It is said that dress nicely out of self dignity w1·11 enable you to become that t roug w 1c a ew mµst view 

I., 1 . h J . h . the Vilna Goan once asked a and living well is a reasonable person. In m'y opi'ru'on, if you 11e. t 1s t e ew1s perspective. f . riend to hst for him a weakness desire. But realize that unlike do not chase kindness and But the next problem is your h ' h h f · d w 1c t e nen saw m the the western world, in Judaism abandon hatred and cruelty, discipline. To maintain your G • h · h f · d h · d M · · aon s c aracter. t e nen t ese are not en s. atenabsm you have failed as a Jew. standards in exile requires a · h · t d Wh was quite es1 an t  to o consumes a person. en we Each Jew is responsible to constant st ruggle against t h ' b ' h. b d · h h s ome mg s o ras  , u t  are more concerne wit t e develop and maintain a per-human nature. Whereas every d h 'd · h' "Y. kl Sh bb f h' h presse , · e sa1 t 1s: ou wee y a os as 10n s ow sona_ I relationship with God. person may naturally desire d II d d · h · h · h J spen a ay an mg t m your t at goes on m so many s u s, When we neglect the relati'on-spirituality in his or her life, · 1 d' y I · h d f s u 1es. ou exp am to us ow an orget th_ at t_ he purpose ship, we feel our reli'gi· ous there is a simultaneous urge t b h h h Id 1 ·  f h r-o e ave, ow we s ou 1ve o t e synago_gue 1s ,or pray.er, . motivat io n  beginning ·10 towards spiritual complacencv O 1 · It · f h l k , ur 1ves. 1s so easy rom w at perspective are we oo mg weaken. This 1·s why we must and effortless pleasures. Dis- t'b I 1 · h your 1 rary. on y w1s you through?" study Jewi'sh thought. When cipline is the science of doing, Id 11 d d cou actua y spen your ays The_ stud en. t seemed . to be complemented by Halacha·, 1·t and d isc ip l in ing  onese lf · th k h b · m e mar et, w ere emg a surpnsed at the s_oundness of becomes the fuel whi'ch ·sust":ns becomes easier -when life is J · ... ew 1s a · real struggle." It is these answers . He seemed to ·your Ben Torah fire." viewed through the Jewish t b J B · , 1 no easy to e a ew. rmg ,e_e the Rav really und_erstood Those of us who spent a year· perspective. For example, God J d · · · d u a1sm mto your actions an h_1s problems. He decided to 1'n Israel should gi·ve a lot of as the Creator is a difficult d' · 1 · 1sc1p me yourself; then you hst _another: ."I left Israel thought to this conversati'on. concept to grasp, but after one ·11 b l'ft d f · · 1 w1 e 1 e rom your spmtua convinced that 1t was. the place . Here at Yeshi'va Uni'versi'ty, gains an understanding of this d · " epress1on. every Jew had to _hv_e. Now, we _have the greatest · ·oppor-concept, waking in the morning Th t d bed h' · d f e s  u ent pro 1s mm I ear that conv1ct1on has tunity to attain thi's "'ewa· "'di'ng to thank and speak to Hirn f th th' hi h bl d 11 • . , or o er mgs w c trou e co apsed." s-;nthesis. Wi' thout an effort requires less effort." h' · Af r- d h 1m. ter a ,ew secon s, e . . T�e R;av responded, "Israel to strengthen our Jewish souls, The student continued,  "I said, "I also find it difficult 1s h�d into the essence of depression will be the proper have so little time for learning to concentrate on my Jewish Juda1s�. We were c�eated to response when reflecting back in comparison to what I used identity when I am absorbing be a nation, and a nation needs on those glorious days in the to spend in Israel. The study such a wide variety of ideas a homeland. Do you remember Holy Land. 
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Rav Aaron Lectures on Torah U'Mada 
By Marc Penner 

Rabbi Aaron Lichtenstein, 
as part of the Torah U' Mada 
lecture series, del ivered an 
i l luminating address on the 
evening of March 23 about the 
valu e  of the s tudy of the 
humanities as a mean 's of 
furthering one's Torah learning 
and  o ne 's c l o s ene s s  w i t h  
Hashem. The speech, entitled 
"the end of learning: A Torah 
view of the Humanities," was 
given by the Rosh Yeshiva of 
Yeshivat  Har  E t z i on  and 
Director of the Gruss Institute 
in Jerusalem, to a crowd as 
hundreds assembled i n  the 
Belf er Hall Commons. 

Rabbi Carmy, opened the 
lecture with a brief introduction 
of the main speaker. A disciple 
of Rav Aaron, Rabbi Carmy 
felt strongly that the lecturer . 

. was "uniquely qual ified to 

discuss" the topic. The YC and 
I B C  teach e r  p ra i sed  Rav 
Lichtenstein for his extensive 
knowledge of Torah and liberal 
arts. 

Rav Aaron began by stressing 
t h e  i m p o rtance  o f  To rah 
learning above all else. Torah 

. must serve as the basis for any 
d iscussion and any yeshiva 
system for that matter. The 
Rabbi stressed repeatedly that 
the talk was not meant to 
express  an  op i n i on  as to 
whether one should or should 
not study humanities; rather 
the lecture was meant to bring 
out the value of the humanities 
for those who choose to study 
them. 

Rav Lichtenstein continued 
with a comparison  of the 
natural sciences and the human
ities. While many (eel that the 

study of the former, charac
terized by precision, objective 
truth is worthwhile, they shun 
the  subj ect ive humanit ies ,  
seemingly simple works of man. 
Though the Vilna Gaon says 
that one who is deficient in 
his  knowledge of the natural 
sciences . is deficient in his 

i knowledge of Torah, no such 
dictum is found in relation to 
the social science or literature. 
Pragmatically, it is easy to make 
a living within the realm of 
the natural sciences and sci
entific research in that area 
i s  c lear ly  recogn ized and 
respected . The Humanit ies 
carry no such benefits. 

Why, then, study the Human
ities? Rav Aaron answers that 
the "end of learning," the 
purpose of study is to come 
closer to God and attempt to 

understand as much about Him 
as possible. However, because 
we can never truly understand 
God, we must study his crea
tions, especially His greatest 
creation, man. Man was created 
"in the image of God," and 
thus the study of man and his 
accomplishments is in fact a 
study of God himself. And 
though the Ramban states 
clearly that the proper way to 
study mankind is through a 
study of God and His Torah, 
we may, in our ignorance, 
accomplish many of the same 
goals through another val id 
area of study - that of man's 
place in the world. 

Rav Lichtenstein continued 
with the reasons to study 
individual areas of the human
ities. Language is the elemental 
characteristic of mankind (the 

Before flying Virgin, these typical collegiate.:types thought travelling to 
London was about a�.exciting as taking an 8 a.m. Trig exam with a hangover. 

After flying with us, they were as happy as three rock stars on a world tour. 
You'll feel the same way. Once you've flown on our roomy 747s. And 

experienced our great movies; music videos, BBC comedy shows, 8 different music 
programs, and all our other award-winning in-flight entertainment. All coming at 
you through a pair of serious electronic headsets. 

Still not satisfied? How about a nice hot meal. In fact, a choice of 
3 .nice hot meals. 

That's right, it's airplane food. With one major difference. It's actually edible. 
It's also followed by tea and pastries later on. 

So you can munch out w·hile you do a little extra studying. (Yeah, right!) 
Want even more? Then l�t us remind you of our fares. As low as $219* 

from Newark. $249* from Miami. 
Now what do you think? 
Great. Then see your travel agent. Or call us at 1-800-862-8621. 
Hey, if we could please these sourpusses, pleasing you 

will be a breeze. . ' 

· Vo-gin Atlantic Airways. 7478 lo London 
Take us for all we've got. 

'One way Late Saver Fare. Fees and laxes not included. Bookable within 7 days of departure and must be ticketed upon booking. 
Non-refundable. Valid in New York April I-June 30. In Miami, April I-May 31. 

targum translates a " l iving 
being" as a "speaking spirit") 
and the humanities introduce 
us to the best which has been 
thought or said in the world 
"and through them we can see 
man's relation to society they 
help us expand on our narrow 
range of experience and help 
us experience emotions and 
sensitivities that we cannot or 
do not want to experienceour
sel ves. History shows us a 
creation pattern and structure 
that is perhaps the best way 
t o  s ee  the  H ashgacha  o f  
Hashem. It helps us understand 
our communal existence and 
prepare for the future. The 
Torah, itself, especially accord
ing to the Ramban who points 
to the many lists of generations 
found in scripture, is in many 
ways a chronic le of human 
history. 

Rav  L i ch t en s t e Ln a l s o  
stressed l i terature 's uniq ue 
ability to inspire. Robert Frost's 
famous poem, "Stopping by 
woods on a snowy evening." 
is a tremendous mussar speech. 
Unfortunately. many people. 
including Torah Greats lack 
this ability to move others. This 
is perhaps most keenly felt at 
the eulogies of our great leaders. 
where the true essence of a 
Gadol is often missed. 

Most important, however. 
is the way the humanities can 
enrich our study of Torah. 
Whether it be historical facts. 
an understanding of poetic 
techniques, a sense of time in 
the structure of events or an 
understanding of human char
acteristics, the humanities may' 
be ab l e  t o  add a c e r t a i n  
d imension to  ou r  learning. 
Though a person not exposed 
to the humanities can under
stand what he learns, a knowl
edge of other subjects may serve 
to enrich and expedite his Torah 
study. 

A l l  in a l l .  the humanities 
. help us confront what Rav 
Aaron called the two primary 
chal lenges of our existence: 
to perfect ourselves within this 
corridor to the next world, and 
to mold the corridor itself. We 
have a responsibility not only 
for what we do. but fo r al l 
that goes on around us as well. 

Rav Aaron concluded with 
some of the difficulties involved 
with the studv of the human
ities. The fo�us of much of 
the older l i terature is other 
religions. Much of literature 
now is also very technical \'alue 
and serves to inform more than 
to enrich. Knowledge of the 
humanities does not necessarilv 
result in a better. more meai{
i ngfu l existence as can be 
evidenced in the tragic case 
of Nazi Germany. The Ger
mans. considered at the time 
to be the most civilized people 
in the world, were sti l l  able 
to commit unspeakable atroc
ities. Despite these drawbacks. 
however, the humanities can 
be seen as beneficial if one 
understands the importance 
of man as a spiritual being and 
the importance of the human
ities in finding this spirit. 
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CHIMl'UIS® IIAIIKI- FOil YOU•·l'IIOFESSIOIIA&S• 
. CAIi HIU, YOU 111an,1 CHA&&i•EO,UEE INtlfW YOIIK. 

It may not be a total jungle out there. 
But the "real world" is filled with cha/-. 
lenges for new graduates. 

You may have to find a new apart
ment, buy furniture, and put together 
a professional wardrobe. 

Having the ;ight kind of checking, 
credit and other bank services can 
make things a lo{ easier. That's 
why Chemical has created ChemPlus 
Banking for Young Professionals. 

For starters, our unique banking 
package offers you Free Checking 
with no-bounce protectiont 

What's more; w� recognize your . 

earning potential by giving you a minimum 
credit line of $2,000 with a choice of credit 
options, including major credit cards and 
Privilege Checking�"'.. · 

And to give you more control over your 
money, Chemical offers you access to 
your cash at over 24,000 cash machines 
nationwidet** 

We're ready to help you master your 
new·environment tod�Y.: 
r-. ---: - .-:-· � � � -- .-- - -,  
1 J.S00-2113-6226 , · 

Callweel<days from 9AJ.f-Sl'M. IJrt. .,., 
I Chemical Bank ' . .  ' . I 

Yotirig ProfessionalsSM Specialist 
/ 300 Jericho Quadrangle, Secon'd Floor / 
· Jericho, NY 11753 

/ □ "113s, ptease.sendme�e information. / 

/ Name_·--'--'----.,...---,--- / 

Plus a simple monthly All-In-One state
ment that tracks your checking and. 
savings transactions and summarizes 
your credit information. 

For more facts, call, 1-800-243-6226, 
Ext. ·5757, mail the coupon, ·or visit 

/ Address----,----,----- / 

your nearest Chemical Bank branch. 
/ City__,;,· _ _.,,tat .... e ----'Zip ___ / 

Home Phone,,_< _.,__ ______ _ 
L _ _ _  _;. _ _. _ .._ _ -1  

CIEMICALBAN< 
'Free C/ieel<ing for six �nrhs with no minimum balance requirements. Aller six months, lees waived ii stooo is maintained in combined account balances. $100 in overdraft pfotection. A S7 charge applies tor each ;,.,e,dralt. 

.. II you quality. • · · 
"'Includes NYC� MAC': CIRRUS� SAM, and PULSE" networks. A.Mmhttr Fntr. c, 1988 Chemical_Bank Eaual Ouuortumrv Lender 
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GRANDMA'S 
COOKIE 

JAR 

2543 AMSTERDAM AVE. (AT 186 ST.) 

. 568-4855 

''Our Pamily Table'' 
Home of the 'Big 1 over 5,862 sold 

Come in for our luncheon specials 

featuring Burien, Fries, Soda. and ... 

Introducing the "Bubba Burger" 

A copy of this ad is redeemable 

towards a free soda or punch . . 
with purchase of every Bubba Burger, 

Big J, or Super Saul 

The Commentator 

Scharansky Lecture 
By Daniel Barenholtz 

On March 14, Natan Scha
ransky lectured to a capacity 
crowd in Furst 50 1 on the topic 
of the legacy of the Six Days 
War. Members of the audience 
had a rare privilege of listening 
to the history of the Refusenik 
movement directly from the 
individual who has become its 
living symbol. In his one hour 
talk ,  Sch aransky adept ly  
de l ive red an insp irat ional  
account of his personal struggle 
as well as those of the movement 
as a whole. 

Mr. Scharansky · began by 
making the point that the 
occurrence of the Six Day War 
had the effect of 'yeish me
ayin', a Jewish existence in the 
Soviet Union was in · evidence 
where none had existed before. 
Prior- to the war, he stated, 
being Jewish had only the 
negative association of being 
locked out of certain oppor
tunities. After the war, being 
Jewish took on a w�ole new 

meaning as something to be 
proud of, and thus the Zionist 
movement was born. This, he 
asserts, was made possible by 
extensive efforts in the Soviet 
press to vil ify Israel for i ts 
victory. The actual effect this 
had was to install new pride 
in Jews as a people, while at 
the same time causing others 
to look upon them with more 
respect. 
, Throughout h is talk ,  M r. 
Scharansky continued to stress 
the irony that all attempts of 
the Soviet government to erase 
the local Zionist  movement 
resulted in the movement's 
increased popularity. Every 
government sponsored press 
conference of 'loyal' Jews 
designed to d isclose Aliyah, 
only succeeded in spreading 
the dream of emigration. In 
time, Refuseniks began to hold 
their own press conferences 
with Western reporters, in  
which they detailed Soviet 
oppression tactics. Mr. Seba-

Seniors and Grad Students: 

0et·a new GM  
vehicle and $400 

and defer your 
first pa� . 
for 90 days* 

. Congratulations, graduates! At 
GMAC we believe you deserve 
credit for all that hard work. 

That's why we developed the 
GMAC College Graduate Finance 
Program. It helps get you into the 
Chevrolet, Pontiac, Oldsmobile, 
Buick, Cadillac or GMC Truck of 
your choice. It gets you going on 
· a credit history. And it gets you 

. $400 plus a 90-day defennent 
of start of payments. Finance charges accrue from 
the date of purchase. 

GMAC ls proud· to support America's college 
graduates, and we're proud to be an Equal Credit 

Opportunity Company. 
See your participating General Motors Dealer 

for more infonnation. And start picking out the car, 
van or light truck of your choice. Or we'd be happy 
to send you a brochure that gives you all the details 

of the GMAC College Graduate Finance Program. 
Just give .us a call at 1-800-2-DREAM-4. 

"This deferral of payment option Is not available In connection \\!th 
other CMAC programs or In Michigan or l'ennsylvanla. or on vehicles with 
a cash selling prtce of $10,000 or less In New Jel'Sel( 

OFFICIAL SPONSOR OF 

-�� 
GMAC 

CHEVROLET · PONTIAC · OlDSMOBILE · BUICK · CADIUAC · GMC TRUCK 
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ransky recalled that only a few 
years ago no one in the U.S.S .R. 
would have dared criticize the 
government in public. 

Scharansky h imse lf  was 
arrested on patently absurd 
charges of spying for the West. 
According to M r. Scharansky, 
while he had for a while felt 
that becoming a Zionist made 
him free and invulnerable, he 
now went through a deep 
spiritual crisis. K G B  agents 
worked tirelessly to put the 
fear of senseless death into him. 
He was effectively cut off from 
all communication with the 
outside world .  It was only 
through convincing himself that 
he was not really alone in his 
struggle, that in spirit he was 
together with all his people, 
that he was able to endure. 
While in prison, by commun
icating through the walls and 
toi lets, he took to s tudying 
Hebrew with his neighbor Y osef 
M e nde lev i ch .  On Y o rn  
Hashoah, they would imagine 
themselves observing it by the 
Kotel. In this way, Natan was 
able to preserve his strength 
despite all manners of physical, 
mental and emotional depri
vation, he thus became a symbol 
to the world of one man's ability 
to withstand the might of an 
entire empire. 

During the  lecture, Mr. 
Scharansky explained some of 
his controversial posit ions 
realating to Soviet Jewry. These 
include his simultaneous mem
bership in Helsinki Watch 
G roup and oppos i t ion to 
improved Jewish life in  the 
U.S.S.R. ,  as well as his oppo
sition to those who feel emi
gration to America should not 
be an option for Soviet Jews. 

Cont. from p. 1 
MALL 

Looking beneath these polit
ical issues, a YU student also 
faces a dilemma about the mall. 
Let's face it, we all know that 
the mall was created to beautify 
our campus. "We" used our 
money to make our mall. We 
do not have to beautify neigh
boring parks instead - we want 
a mall on our campus - and 
we deserve it. As for the parking 
complaints coming from many 
students, one must realize that 
the spots available last year 
are gone forever; w i th  or 
without the mall. According 
to Y.C.S.C. President Micheal 
Levine, since YU created more 
spots on 190th Street there is 
no way that the city will force 
YU to give up the parki ng 
spaces right in front of the 
school as they pose a grave 
security threat. Students will 
have to either have "bitachon" 
in the security guard watching 
these spaces, or find other 
spaces: In return, the Y U  
student has received a mall that 
beautifies and integrates his 
campus. 

Leaving the spaces that 
existed would not really have 
alleviated the neighborhood 
parking problem as any avail
able parking spaces would have 
been taken by YU students 
anyway. The mall ensu res 
security and protection twenty 
four hours a day. This enables 
people of all ages to sit, play, 
and enjoy themselves without 
the threat of being accosted 

. by derelicts. 
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Yeshiva �ports 

Lior Wins 
All Met Honors 
by Michael Cohen 
· Mark Bryant of Seton Hall, or Shelton Jones of St. John's, 

or even Del Harrison  of Jersey City State or Chri s  M i les . 
of New Jersey Tech; But Lior Hod'? Of Yeshiva'? 

I ndeed . Lior H od of Yeshiva. The M ost Valuable Player 
of the Independent Athletic Conference was honored by Sports 
Magazine; Metropolitan . Basketball Writers Association as 
an All Met team All Star. This is the first time a Yeshiva 
player has been granted this award. and it is by far the most 
prestigious that Lior has won. 

Division I l l  awardees included two from the !AC, the second 
being Chris M iles of New Jersey Tech who led his team to 
victory in the E .C . A.C.  finals when they beat Jersey City 
State. However, t he majority of runners up came from the 
IAC, with Ayal Hod just missing the All Star team. 

A Time For Leadership 

ASHER WOL { 
wants to provide. 

* i\n Open Government which gives , 
all 0tudents a e>tronger Voice. 

*An Improved Meal Distribution 
8ervice and Van 0huttle 8etvice. 

* i\ detailed understanding of 88813 
and its place and services. 

* i\ revamped Caf eteri� Program. 
*8trong Communication between 
8tudent Council and its �1ember Clubs @ .  
8ocieties. 

Vote 

ASHER WOLMARIC 

For President 

Yeshiva College Student Council 

· A Strong Voice For All Students 

Intramural Action 
by Mitchell Nathanson second straight loss. 

Going into the last week of The Fighting Irish, who have 
the season, only one team, the not played consistently well 
Bruisers, have been .eliminated enough to secure third place, 
from playoff contention. Two can still be eliminated from 
teams, the Wildcats and the . playoff contention. Goaltender 
Raiders, have . clinche<l spots, Wayne Feder's goals against 
yet no . positions have been average has risen to 4. 17, which 

· secured. is not · satisfactory to his 
The Wildcats, since losing teammates. 

their opener 5-4 to the Raiders, The Devils need only a 
have streaked to seven con- victory to secure their first 
secutive victories, including playoff spot ever. They are 
a 9-2 annihilation of the Saints. hoping for the same luck , and 
However, those same Saints . momentu,m that their pa.rent 
may prove to be the thorn on club across the bridge has 
the side of the Raiders; enjoyed overthe past few weeks. 

After falling to the Wildcats, The Bruisers� who have ·been 
3-1 ,  in W,eek 6, the Raiders eliminate,( can still play the 
had a.chance to rebound against role . of . spoiler. Injuries, espe
the then winless Saints. How.. . cially ·t�e· season-ending. separ
ever, the Saints ·rose to the ate,f shoulder:. tq._Mike Bahri, 
occasion with a .7-·I win, · can be . blamed fQ(their seven 
handing the Raiderf their game losing streaki . .  · .  

. / . . . - . . . 

STANDINGS w L .  T Pts GF GA 

Wildcats ✓ 7 I 0 14  37 1 3  
Raiders 7 2 0 
Fighting Irish : 3  4 2 

14 3 1  26 

8 41  35 

Devils 3 4 I 7 30 39 

Saints 2 5 1 5 25 35 
Bruisers I 7 0 2 17  33 

. '.fA, .. • . . 
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2 Slices and· Small Drink 
,. . $2�50 ; .  ··. · 
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