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Belfer Hall Lockout

thatwhilehesympathized with
the Administration’s desire to
cut security expenses, “use’of

student use at night.

y The Yeshiva College Student
S Council and YU Security are
g striving to help alleviate this
o growing problem. YCSC Vice-
o President Steven Usdan
2 explained thatlast years student
é council brokered a special deal

by Jamin Koslowe According toBrandwein, the
change in policy comes as a

In an abrupt policy switch, result of budget cuts.

Yeshiva University has decided
todeny students access to Belfer
Hall past 1:00 a.m. In past years
the computer room on Belfer’s
11th floor has been open
throughout the night,
contingent upon the presence
ofanoperator onduty. For many
late nightcomputerroomusers,

Brandwein maintained that the
decision was not his, adding
thathehas “noproblemkeeping
the computer room open all
night.” Brandwein said that he
received notice of the change
from Associate Director of
Facilities Management Jeffrey
Socol.

Heretofore open 24 hours-a-day, the computer room’s limited hours restrict
Students to working during the busies! hours of the day

thisrule change has comeasan -

unpleasant surprise.
Yitzchak
president of CompuSci and
head Computer OperatoratYC,
mentioned thatseveralstudents
have come forward with
complaints concerning the new
policy. Hollander said that
“peoplehavelots of work todo,
and need to be able to use the
computer room late at night.”
Hollander brought the
grievances to the attention of
Director of YU Laboratories
Leonard Brandwein, under
whose, jurisdiction the
computer center falls.

Hollander,_' :

Speakmg on behalf of YU
Security, Socol said that the
University decided.to clear

Belfer Hall and lock up the

building at night in order to
spare the added expense of

. paying for a night guard.

'Socol added that “a night
guardcouldbe madeavailable”
if the expenditure were billed
to the Computer Department’s
existing budget. ‘

Stephen Wallach, Head of
the Undergraduate Security
Council, a student watchdog
group founded last year by then

Commentator staff member -

David Silverblatt, explained

. semicha
> computer room operator, was

the computer room is necessary
for the benefit of the students.”
Wallach noted that students
whomajorinComputer Science,
Business, or English all
frequently need to use the
computerroom. Wallachhopes
the Administration realizes the
importance of keeping the
computer room open 24 hours
and will return to the previous

> policy.

Ari Shapiro, a third year
student and

one of those who were upset at
being denied access to the
computer room late at night.
He, along with approximately
ten other people, was told to
leave the building by the night-
time security guard. Shapiro
explained his preference for
using the computer room late
atnight: “It's the easiest time to

‘work. During theearlye evenmg,
it's crowded and moisy in the =

room. Late at mght it’s much
quieter in there.” Healso noted
that the situation in the
computer room is likely to get
worse as the semester
progressesand studentsreceive
more assignments that need to
be: completed by use of
computers. “What is a student
supposed to do,” asked
Shapiro, “if he has an
assignment due the next day,
and hedoesn’thavea computer
inhisroom?” Onlytimewill tell
if the Administration can
answer this question.

Sports Budget Questioned

by Jason Muss

As effects of the national
recession reach Yeshiva
University, YC students have
expressed concern over athletic
cutbacks. One particularly

delicate issue is a perceived -

favoritism shown towards the
basketball team. Major points
of contention include the Macs’
trip to Florida and the issuance
of new sneakers and uniforms
to thebasketball teameachyear.
A member of the volleyball
team, who wishes to remain
anonymous, mentioned that
certain .athletes, particularly
wrestling team members, feel
neglected due to unanswered
requests for uniforms.
Assistant Athletic Director
Stanley Watson commented, “In
some ways these concerns are
_well founded. However, the

basketball team does attract an
overwhelming interest among
the student body. The game at
MadisonSquareGardenattracts
analumniresponseas well.” In
this way, he contends, the
basketball teamservestheneeds
of the entire university, more so
than other teams.

YU Athletic Director Dr. Gll

Shevlin, maintains that his’

budget was calculated in the
Spring and is already set. He
claims that theMacs have never
received “luxury” money for

- sneakers or trips at the expense

of other teams. He also made it
clear that the Macs’ schedule is
already set, with “contractsand
officials signed and travel
arrangements made.”

The basketball Macs’
expenditures have not
increased since last year.
Watson calls it “business as

Basketball Macs:
‘A priveledged breed?

usual,” althoughsomestudents
might call it a continuation of
unfair practices. Despitecurrent
complaints, Watson recalls that
“when the volleyball team
received new uniforms two
seasons in a row nobody said a
word.”

A danger sign for YU car owners

Increased
Ticketing
Troubles

‘Students

by Ari Rosenstein

Sudden enforcement of a
once ignored double-parking
violation has sent YU students
into a frenzy, resulting in
hundreds of dollars in fines.
Whereas police officers
generally continue to overlook
double parking near the Joel
Jablonski Campus during the
alternate side parking hours,
the City’s recent budget
problems have necessitated the
collection of additional revenue,
leading traffic cops to invade
the area and ticket student
vehicles with new enthusiasm.
Local police explained that the
increased ticketing is not
confined to Washington
Heights and has been on the
rise throughout the city.

YU has several parking lots

B reserved for staff and faculty

who hold special parking

> pérmits, but these areas are off-
o limits to students during school
2 hours. Chief of Security Don
Sommers pointed out that these

lots are, however, available for

Responses to Last Issue
Dean Shmidman on JSS

Rav Schachter Discusses
Land for Peace

> withthe parking garage on 181st
Street. “YU students can park
in the garage for $470 per
semester. Although this seems
to be expensive, it is
substantially cheaper than other
garages around the city. Forty
students currently have spots,
which is up 40% over the past
year. If students have not yet
reserved a spot, they can still
get one, and it will be pro-rated
on a weekly basis,” Usdan
explained.Another
arrangement with the garage
provides parking spots for a
nominal fee to those students
who only need a car on a short
term, or weekly, basis.

The parking crisis dates back
to the days preceding the
creation of YU’s pedestrian mall
on Amsterdam Avenue several
years ago. Protests from the
WashingtonHeights
community forced the City to
compensate for the loss of
parking through the creation of
angle parking spots on 189th
Street. A nearby guard booth
manned during the day
provides a measure of security
and Yeshiva Security provides
on-ca)l van service to transport
students to their cars.

Students still fear leaving
their cars on the street, guard
booth or not, and the parking
garage remains an expensive
solution. Therefore thedilemma
will continue until a private
garage is available for student
use. Meanwhile, students must
stillleave in the middleof classes
to move their cars, find parking
for the few hours the alternate

" side rule is in effect, and then

once again move their cars to
another spot. "It is a big pain”
commented.YC Junior Class VP
David Perl. Chief Sommers
summed up the situation as he
sees it: “The parking situation
in Washington Heights is no
worse than anywhere else in
the City. Weall justhave to grin
and bear it.”
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Your Mouth in the Media

Last week we witnessed an historic event in Madrid. The
convening of a conference bringing together adversaries in
pursuit of peace marks the possible dawn of a newera. Israel
has been thrust into this media circus, more commonly
referred to as the Middle East Peace Conference. The media
spotlight shines brightly, with each spoken or written word
carefully scrutinized. The careful construction of the
diplomats’ speeches reflects their fear of having their
statements misconstrued.

We at The Commentator are acutely aware of the media’s
ability to blow remarks out of proportion. Consequently, the
responses of certain students to a Channel 4 news reporter
last week concerns us gravely. The reporter, here to survey
students’ responses to a statement madeby Jerusalem mayor
Teddy Kollek about the viability of peace in Israel, was
greeted by-a chorus of coarsely worded, amazingly inane
and potentially damagingcomments. Putting the veracity of
the statements aside, the comments were purposeless and
boorish. YU’s student body is viewed as representative of
American “Centrist” Judaism. Therefore, our comments

and opinions carry far more weight than most of us realize. -

Let's take our responsibility seriously.

Clubs in Action

"Chazak V'ematz" to David Kay and the leaders of many
of the student organizations at Yeshiva. Various clubshave
established their presence on the Joel Jablonski Campus;
examples include the innovative Cultural Society, which
has organized a Future Young Couples night (pronounced
Blind Date), and the upcoming wine and cheese evening
sponsored by the Poli-Sci Society. Also making a name for
themselves are the upstart Mussar Movement with their
Middah of the Month, and the Actuary Club.

The emergence of the wide variety of clubs at Yeshiva is
a refreshing change. Apart from the always dependable
Sephardic and Philanthropy clubs, not many organizations
can boast continued strength year after year. Hopefully, the
individual clubs will continue to be a force on the uptown
campus, and this encouraging situation is not simply a
manifestation of beginning-of-the-year excitément. If this
is the case, however, club leaders know that YCSC will have
to carry out its promise to cut funding.

PICTORIAL

"So Mom, once you ‘re through typing my paper on the computer, you'll
have to fax it to me tomorrow morning as soon as possi- What? - Yeah, |
guess this IS what you're paying $15,000 for...

%@mmsnmm
[@The @nmmentatnr'
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Editor s Note

With almost two pages of student
opinion in thisissue, [am pleased that
so many of you are taking advantage
of this forumandI encourage othersto
do the same.

I must comment briefly on student
reaction regardmg last issue’s
discussion of YU’s “paranoia” and
hypocrisy in preventing free access of
women into the Schottenstein Center.

While the overwhelmmg majority
of thestudentsI spoke with agree with
my sentiments, two letters here
indicate that there are those who
interpret-my views as a statement
against “fences” for issurei arayot.
This, I neither said nor implied. I do,
however, maintain that these
safeguards already exist, inissurim of
yichud and negiah, neither of which
would take placein The Schottenstein

lounge any more than any other

location. This, ofcourse,ismy personal
opinion and there are those withother
outlooks who disagree.

Rabbi Mordechai Willig spent an
hour of shiur time analyzing and
criticizing my column, phrase by
phrase. After later hearing about the
content of his discussion, it became
clear that we do, in fact, agree on one
undenijable fact: YU’s lack of
consistency is pathetic.

Our differences are simple as well:
Rav Willig represents a view that
approves of relationships only within
the framework of immediate plans for
marriage; any other type of male-

female relationship must necessarily

'have sexual overtones. As a result,

Rav Willig feels the need to erect every
possible halachik fence, thus
preventing any such relationship.

Do I maintain that Rav Willig's
opinion should be dismissed while
mine merits consideration? Of course
not. As a rabbi, his job is to ‘paskin’,
and my interpretation of his views as
paranoia are, for all intents and .
purposes, irrelevant for any practical
application.

So what am I so worked up about?
For many years there have been co-ed
activities at YU, whether it is student
council related or two people chatting
across the table in the library or Morg
lounge. Rather than use this as a
precedent, let us ask why we have no
set rules as to co-ed activity of any
kind.

As long as we don’t have a party
line-aspectrum of views thatcombine
to form a sharp, defined rainbow - we
will lose the students and financial
support of the Centrist Orthodox
population who see “random”
applications of halachik stringency as
challenging the comfort with halacha
that we all desire. Yeshiva University
still ‘has the power to establish the
religious lifestyle of our communities,
whatever such a lifestyle may entail.
But without a universally accepted
authority fortheentire YU community,
where can we turn? Apparently only
to the right.

Jay Bailey
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Queries,
Qualms
and Quotes

'I:o the Editor:

In his inaugural column,-

Editor-In-Chief Jay Bailey
decries what he calls the
paranoia which leads the
.university toimposerestrictions
not specifically required by
* halacha. He writes, forexample,
that “it is a mistake - a
lamentable, misguided move -
to -add .-this unfounded
restriction [viz. prohibiting
'VCR'’s in the dormitories] to
our hashkafa.” (Incidentally, I
don’t think it would be too

difficult to demonstrate the

. solid halachicbasisfortheother
restrictions ‘Editor Bailey
‘decries - see Orach Chaim 529:4
_and theMishnah Berurah there.)
The perspective which

pervades this column is,
unfortunately, both prevalent
and erroneous. Judaism
certainly approves of, and
recommends, prohibiting that
which is not technically
problematic in order to guard
against that which s technically
. problematic.

The Mishnah in Avos 1:1
states, “The Anshei Knesses Ha-
Gedolah said three things, one
of which was, “Make a fence to
the Torah.” Rav Ovadiah
MiBartenura explains there that

this refers to setting up barriers
to prevent transgressing what-

theTorahitself prohibited. And
lest one think that this
exhortation is only directed to
Chazal, the Tiferes Yisroel there
suggests that, really, everyone
isobligated to make barriers for
themselves, in order to prevent
coming into situations that
facilitatethe commission ofsins.

This behavior pattern is
discussed by the Mesilas
Yeshariminthe very beginning
of Chapter13.There, heexplains
that the trait of perishus
"includes forbidding to oneself
that which is technically
‘permitted when it could lead to
that which is technically
prohibited.

And as for Editor Bailey’s

{@he lenmentatm'l
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Responsa

phrase, “paranoid component
of YU” inMishlei28:14, it states,
“happyishe whoalways fears”,
which is understood to be a
reference to demonstrating
rigorousconcern vis-a-visone’s
spiritual growth (see Mesilas
Yesharim Ch. 4).-

Eliyahu Ferrell
RIETS ‘92

To the Editor: '

Afterreading thelastedition
of “From the Editor’s Desk”, I
felt I should clear up a
misunderstanding. The letter
spokeofcreatinga YUinwhich
there is no relaxing of halacha
but that in which there exists a
paranoid “yeshivish” element
that wishes to “stretch the
existing boundaries of halacha
for the sake of being ‘frum’.”
Among other things, the article
used the issue of policy
regarding women on campus
as a main example of this. I'd
like to address this issue by
saying that in truth, sources for
controlling the male-female
relationshipoutsideof marriage
abound in halacha. Our sages
understood, as I'm sure we all
agree still applies today, that
the desire for arayot is very
powerful. The Rambam in his
halachik treatise “Yad
Hachazaka Issurei Beah”
chapters 21-22 deals with this

-issue through a set of strict

halachotcontrollingevery facet
of he male-female relationship
depicting the hard-line stance
taken on the subject by the
Torah. Among the many
examples in the Talmud
expressing the ease at which
people succumb to these types
of aveirot is a gemara in
Kiddushin which speaks about

' Itisalong-standingtradition

at Yeshiva University to havea
se d a shiur on Sunday.
While'l am not sure why this
tradition is limited fo the MYP
program, generations of
students have attended class
on Sunday morning. But the
truth is, asmuch as thestudents
arededicated to Torah, Sunday
morning shiurisoneof themore
difficult aspects of life at

Yeshiva. © ’ ,
ps Yeshiva University
‘to demonstrate that

supercedes such human
boundaries as a week or a day.
Perhaps they feel that since
Sunday is a normal working
day for:the Jews of Israel, it
should be for us as well.
Whatever the reason is, the fact
remains that in the United

a student making fun of his
rebbes for warning against
being together alone with even
their daughters of daughters-
in-law. The gemara goes on to
say that is wasn’t long before
the student himself succumbed
to this with his own mother-in-
law. Althoughthisisanextreme
case, still we see with what ease
one can fall in these matters.

I first want to address the
problem of having a social
lounge on campus. In truth,
there is no specific halacha that
can be brought to prohibit a
social lounge that is immune to
aquestioningofissapplicability.
However, even if we assume
this, we clearly see that this can
create a situation in which
people can easily transgress
issurim such as yichud and
negiahamongothers, whichthe
Rambam lists as biblical
transgressions. Granted, the
lounge may not have any dark
corners, but in these matters, as
we all know, where there’s a
will there’sa way. Understand
that in an Orthodox Jewish
setting such as this, the policy
makers cannot sanction such
activities regardless of whether

there is an explicit halacha .

forbidding it or not. In halacha,
one must allow for reasonable
preventive measures. On the
other hand, we realize that the
shiduch scene is not for
everyone and that there is a
significant number of YU
students who demand such
settings of social interaction in
which to meet people. For this
reason, YU does sponsor co-ed
events as well as a van to Stern.
Now you may ask, why can’t
these gatherings take place on
campus? To understand this,
wemustappreciate the fact that
many of us in YU expect as
much of a Torah environment

continued on page 9

States, the traditional weekend

vacation day is Sunday.
Any student in Yeshiva
University who has had to

‘attend a Sunday class, would

readily, agree that they lack
sufficient time to spend with

OP-ED: -

Just a Matter

of Time
by Robert Fagin

their families over theweekend.
Althoughthey may (depending
on their schedule) have Friday
off, their parents usually do not.

Kay Calls
For P'sak

To the Editor:

In light of differing, heated
reactions to Editor-in-Chief Jay
Bailey’s last desk piece, it is
appropriate to address this
symptomofamorecrucialissue
afflicting our Yeshiva. Call it
paranoia, call it hypocrisy, call
it whatever you like; the point
remains that the framework of
YU Halakha appears to be
operating neither as a
framework nor as Halakha.

Confusion apparently runs
contradictory to the very
essence of Halakha. Ideally,
Halakha exists as a blueprint
governinghow weliveourlives
- what to do upon wakening,
how to eat, how to conduct
business, etc. Absence of clear
definitions withinsuchasystem
leads to chaos, seemingly
undermining the very purpose
of the blueprint itself.

AmongtherelevantHalakhic
issues that should govern
women entering Schottenstein,
the pool, the MSAC, the library
etc. are Yichud and Kalus Rosh.
Unfortunately, women'’s use of
thesefacilitiesis apparently not
being determined properly by
Halakhot but by seemingly
arbitrary university policies.
Even if the University’s policies
regulating social contact are
based on Chimros or S'yaggim,
they must be applied
systematically rather than
erratically. However this is not
the central issue. It is merely
the manifestation of one of the
singularly most sensitive topics
plaguing our Yeshiva. Rather
than operating through the
framework of Halakha, YU is
fumbling in confusion.

Although, in theory, students
have Sundays after shiur free,
they often find themselves stuck
uptown.

In addition, a rebbe would
certainly enjoy havingafull day
toshare with his family. “Outof
Town” students who have left
Yeshiva University for Shabbat,
should be able to enjoy a full

‘weekend withrelatives or hosts.

I am not suggesting the
obliteration of Sunday shiur
entirely. What I propose is to
move Sunday morning seder
and shiur to Sunday evening. I
believethat this would increase
the relatively poor attendance
AT Sunday shiurim. Such
flexibility would provide a
happy medium between
learning torah and juggling an
already difficult schedule.

Do not fall into the
temptation here of equating
confusion with Machlokes.
Machlokes is likea catalyst that
stimulates debate, precisely
defining positionsand concepts.
The very nature of Machlokes
excludes it from the realm of
confusion, in that its purpose is
to move yet another step closer
to the truth.

YU'’s decision to bar women
from Schottenstein angered
student leaders not because of
the decision itself, but because
of the manner at which this
decision was arrived. What is
the operating formula which
bans women from
Schottenstein, yet permits them
access toBelferand theLibrary?
Hiding such a formula fromthe
YU community, assuming it
exists to begin with, only
augments the current
confusion.

The general sentiment
among students, however, is
that nosuch formula exists. Itis
incumbent upon the Yeshivato

evaluateits positionand inform
the YU community whether its
policies are fundamentally
Halakhic, extra-Halakhicorjust
political.

Werealize that reevaluating
our Halakhic obligations may
limit rather than expand the
scope of permissible activities;
our goal is intellectual honesty
and not complacency.

David ]. Kay
President, YCSC ‘92

Muss
Menora
Mystery

To the Editor:

Rosh Hashana and Yom
Kippur have passed and
Chanuka is almost upon us;
however, the need and
requirement to do “t’shuva”
(repentance) is with us
constantly. The Torah tells us
that a thief must return that

continned on p.Y
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by Joel llaber

The Freshman class held
their elechons on Thursday,
October 17. Barry Lebovits
was elected President, J.J.
Sussman che-PreSIdent and’
Avi Morgan is:the new
Secretary-Treasurer... YCSCis
cunentlyoffenngafaxsemce
out of Morg:214. Costs for
incoming letters are $1 per
page. -Outgoing. local letters
are $2 for thefirst page and $1
foreachaddnhonalpage Long]
distance charges are $2.50 for
the first page ‘and $1.50 per
page thereafter.. YCSC offices
in’the Schottenstem Center

studentuse m the nearfuture
One located next to'the
vending machines-in. Morg
lounge and the other in
Schottenstein ' for 'YCSC
use...The Sophomoreclass will
be runningatrip to the Knicks
game tomorrow - night,
November ‘7th as their
inaugural event of the vear.

Aliyah Club
Holds First
Event

On Wednesday, October 23,
the Aliyah Club ran its first
program ofthesemester. Forthe
inaugural event, they invited
MeirFachler, Presidentof Yavneh
Olami in Israel, to speak about
the Peace Conference. Despite a
lack of extensive publicity, the
event was well attended by
approximately 70 students from
both YC and Stern.

Simi Chavel, President of the
AliyahClub, openedtheprogram
by outlining the Aliyah Club’s
past achievements, future plans
and goals. Upcoming- events
include a shabbaton and
numerous other serious and
social Israel-related activities.

Fachler summarized the
factors that led up to the current
peace talks, described the
workings behind them and
provided predictions of their
outcome. Students heard the
informed opinion of one who
has studied the topic from the
Israeli perspective.

— Michael Z. Kellman

WYUR Hits the
Airwaves

Following the move into its
new broadcast center at the
Schottenstein Student Center,
WYUR began its 1991-92
broadcast season last
Wednesday night. This year’s
board plans to operate
professionally, as opposed to
recent years, with new ideas to
attract more listeners.

Withover 30hoursa week of
scheduled  broadcasting,
WYURformatsrangefromrap/
hiphopor alternative music to
heavy metal and the ever-
presentclassicrock shows. The
station has arranged adeal with
Ron Delsner, one of the largest
concert promoters in the New
York area, to giveaway concert
tickets on the air. In the past
week listeners have already
won tickets to shows by Blues
Traveller and Urban Dance

Squad and tickets will soon be
givenaway foran EMF concert.
WYUR willalsobegivingaway
promotional albums and cas-
settes over the air. In addition,
the board is currently negotiat-
ing for FCC licensing to go over
the airwaves rather than the
“carrier current” which pres-
ently broadcasts only in the
dormitory buildings.

There have, however, been
some minor hitchestodate. The
transmitters in both Morg and
Muss Halls did not work at all
and those in Rubin and
Brookdale were barely audible.
These, and other problems will
hopefully be corrected follow-
ing anupcoming meeting with
Directorof Supporting Services
Administration Jeffrey
Rosengarten.

--Joel Haber

SSSB Students
Hold Career Fair

SSSB held its annual Career
Fair last Tuesday. The event,
designed to give students a
chance to explore career
opportunities, was organized
by Dean Schiff, Assistant Dean
Jaskoll, and Assistant Directors
of Recruiting Hal Tannenbaum
and Adrienne Wolff. Among
the forty or so companies
represented were Citibank,
Chemical Bank, Metlife,and the
Internal Revenue Service.

Many students looking for
full-time and summer
employment weresuccessfulin
setting up interviews. Pleased
with the turnout, Ms. Wolff
commented that the corporate
representatives “were very
impressed with the quality of
the students.” She added that
she woild “definitely” plan
another event like this in the
future.

— Michael Schachter

YC and Stern
Students Soon to
be 'Guide'd

The Guide to the Perplexed is
off to the printers. With an
estimated three weeks until
publication, YC co-editors Mike
Grynberg and Steve Wallach
wait anxiously to see the
product of hundreds of hours
of work that began at the end of
last year.

"We've added a few new
features,” explains Grynberg.
"We have color coded the pages
to differentiate between
sections, and we've puttogether
a list of students by Dorm
rooms." Although this year's

staff raised approximately
$6,000 in ads, the editors
decided against the spiral

binding and tabs of last year's

Guide, deeming the additions
too costly. The book itself
contains 200 pages, and cost
approximately the same as last
year's. Funding for-the Guide
comes from ads and student
fees paid with tuition.

To answer the question on
everyone's mind, namely,
'what's on the cover? You'll just
have to wait and see!

—Jay Bailey
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Students Visit
Consulate

On October 30, day one of
the Middle East DPeace
Conference, active pro-Israel
student leaders from YU joined
over 100 students from local
colleges in a reception at the
IsraehConsulate Thereception,
the largest of its kind ever held
attheConsulate, wasorganized
to stimulate ‘pro-Israel support
on campus. It provided
students with an opportunity
tohear from the Consul General
Uriel Savir and other figures

involved in the pro-Israel
Zionist scene. Savirand others
urged students to rise up and
make their positions heard
during these historic times.
Citing the need to focus on,
substantial issues, Savir
prodded students to paint their
campuses blue and white and
to make it known that for the
past 43 years Israel has strived
for peace through direct
negotiations. -
-Michael Eisenberg

fDorm Talks Back

Should you, as a religious'

Jew, continue a relationship
with old friends who turned
their backs on Torah Judaism?
Considering the present
situation of health care

unemploymentinIsrael, which

of your dreams must you

sacrifice: Aliya or a medical

practice in the U.S.? What do
you do if you realize that the
way your Mom heats up food
onShabbatdoesnotquitefollow
the procedures described by
your Rebbe?

These questions were
addressed last week in Morg
Lounge and Rubin Shul in a

series of discussions known as

Dorm Talks. Dorm Talks
providea forumforRebbeim to
help students make' the right
decisionswhen confronted with
the practical, yet frequently

misunderstood, areas of-
halacha.
Rabbis Blech, Willig,

Neuberger, and Fink, served as
panelists. They were allotted
an hour and a half to speak and
to answer the questions of
approximately 100 students.
Those who attended were then
offered refreshments as they
broke up into smaller groups to
discuss the topics among
themselves.

~Jonathan Schloss

Blood Drive in Gear

YU’s latest blood drive,
which took place on October
23rd and 24th, wentassmoothly
as it has gone in the past.
According to Jon Mensch,
organizer of thedrive, only 175
students gave blood this year
as opposed to approximately
200 in previous years. YU has

I.A

been commended by the New
York Blood Services for their
efforts and this year was no
exception. Kudos gotoallthose
whogaveblood and those who
volunteered their time to help
out. Thenext blood driveatYU
will be on December 23 and 24.
-- Michael Z. Kellman

imlhmg’(.m’s .

Concerned YU student gets heated up over plight of Stern women as

depicted inThe Observer

photo: D. Bendheim
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Shmidman on JSS

by Joel Haber

Clearly the most intriguing
-aspects of this year’s James
Striar School program are the
changes in its schedule. Most
noticeably, the JSS student now
has one or two periods a week
specifically designed tobespent
in the Beit Midrash. The new
dean, Rabbi Dr. Michael
Shmidman is extremely proud
of this program since it allows
the JSS student to feel that he is
more a part of the Yeshiva as a
whole. It also spurs “learning
on a higher madrega.”
Additionally, said Shmidman,
“Oneofthe problemsin Yeshiva

is that it’s too much lecture to .

begin with.” This new plan
offers the student a chance to
“use his own brain, to move at
his own pace.”
SincetheRabbeimarealways
presentduring the BeitMidrash
period, Rabbi Schmidman can
answer any questions a student
may have while still affording
the student a large measure of
individual attention. The
student sees that “things come
from his own achievement.”

- Students study yet another culture, custom and language.

Shmidmansaid thatreaction
so far has been positive both
from Rabbeim as well as
students. He added that JSS is
in the process of creating a
library of sefarim in Furst 216,
the room used for their Beit
Midrash.

Yet another change in JSS
this year is the move from two
to three periods per day. “That
change,” said Shmidman, “I
have to ascribe to the wisdom
of Dr. Well” The problem was
that a four-credit course
meeting two times a week
would consist of 100-minute
periods. Many feel that this is
not a viable teaching period.
“Is time being “stolen’ or not
being used to its fullest?” asked
Shmidman. Theidea was that
two 65-minute periods and one
70-minute would make better
use of the time while it would
still “guarantee the integrity of
the 200 minutes.” Furthermore,
Shmidman pointed out that “the
exposure isbetter” whenaclass
meets three rather than two
times a week. .

Although there have been
“no complaints so far,”

Sun Rises Over New
Japanese Course

by Joseph J. Sussman

For the first time ever, YC
and SSSB students enjoy the
opportunity to study Japanese.
The course was one of the first
to close out at registration.

The study of Japanese has
obvious advantages for
business students. SSSBSA
President Laizer Kornwasser
noted that “by studying
Japanese, the students are
familiarizing themselves with
the history, language, and
culture, of a country. . .in the
international business arena.”

Other disciplines may benefit.

from the new course as well.
Dr. Ruth Bevan, who chairs of
the  Political  Science
department, , points -out that
“when our students become
professionals, whether it be in
law, government, or business,
they will inevitably encounter
' the Japanese.” '
The course is being offered
by Mrs. Miyoko tum Suden,
previouslya faculty member at
bothDrew University andNYU.

Mrs. tum Suden notes that her
students are “taking the
challengeoflearning anew and
difficult language very
seriously.” She brings with her
a very innovative and unique
style of teaching, as Jonathan
Cooper, one of Mrs. Suden’s
students, commented, “this is
the first time since grade school
that I've seen oak tag and
construction paper used as a
teaching method.” Mrs. tum
Suden utilizes these visual aids
for the study of Japanese
sentence structure, numbers,
and. other aspects of the
language.

Although Mrs. tum Suden
has previously taught Jewish
students, this is the first time
that her class consisted solely of
]ews.Shefeels thatthestudents
have “very inquisitive and
analytical minds.” Mrs. tum
Suden also expressed a desire
to see her students relax and
enjoy the language a bit more,
as opposed to the competitive
tension of many YC classes.
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Shmidman feels that there are
minor changes which should
be made. While the new
schedule allows a break
between periods, some
students,dueto their schedule,
only havefiveminutesbetween
classes. Attempts are being
made to correct this.

Shmidman explained, that
despite the fact that the IBC
curriculum suffered greatly this
year from budget cuts, JSS did
not endure sirnilar hardships.
“Thereisn’tone faculty member
that was cut short and there
hasn’t been one change in JSS
whatsoever,” he remarked. He
pointed out the size of
enrollmentsas thesourceof this
disparity. There are no classes
in JSS with only two or three
students as there were in IBC
before the cuts. However, there
arealsonoovercrowdedclasses
which necessitate the creation
of new classes, claims the new
administrator.

Nonetheless, Shmidmansaid
that if there would be a “large
influxof students” intoJSS there
are plenty of available teachers.
Thisyearthereare three or four
kollel students teaching in JSS

and are, according to the Dean,
“doing very well both as
teachers and as mentors to the
students. I have no
compunctions,” he added, “of
dipping into the Beit Midrash if
I needed to create a new
section.”

Yet there still could be more
modifications made of JSS in
the near future. “One always
looks at core curriculum
revision,” commented
Shmidman. “One always looks
and asks, " Am I giving the right
courses, are my choices right?’
But also one asks, "Am I laying
out the courses correctly?”
Therefore, Shmidman is
considering ways of
consolidating various courses
such as Basic Jewish Concepts
and Halacha into one. This
would help those students who
are taking too many classes by
making their load lighter.

Additionally, there are three
Rabbeimthis year teaching both
inIBCand JSSas opposed to the
separation of previous years
which Dean Shmidman
characterized as “silly.”
Additionally, many students
this year have cross-registered
between]SSand IBC for various
reasons. There have even been
some YP students who have
taken courses in either program
in order to graduate.

Shmidmannoted theobvious
shift which has occurred in JSS

over the years. “JSSis open to
ba‘alei t’shuva and we welcome
them and cater to them,” he
stated, adding that “we now
have people who come to JSS
for a different reason.” Many
students wenttoa Yeshiva high
school yet didn’t gain the
necessary background in
learning. “For them, ]SS is the
right answer.”

Despite this, Shmidman feels
that there is no problem of
students above the level of ]SS
classes using the program as a
free ride. Shmidman added
that if a rebbe felt a particular
student wasabove thelevel of a
class he would certainly be
moved up. “Theworst thing to
be is for a person, with the
limited number of years he
spends here, not to be
functioning at the full level of
his potential.”

Inclosing, Shmidmanadded
that working with the JSS
Student Council “has been one
of my greatest joys.” He meets
with them regularly and hopes
to meet with the class
representatives in the near
future. Headded that “It'sbeen
a pleasure being here. I came
here to be with the bachurim
and it has been an extremely
pleasant experience. For many
bachurim this is the ultimate
baggage that they are going to
take with them for the rest of
their life learning.”
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Yeshiva University

Department of Dining Services
Joel Jablonski & Midtown Campuses

-

Sweet Yams

Pumpkin Pie

Have no fear!

Want to spend Thanksgiving Dinner with Y.U.,
but parents want you home ?

Enjoy a scrumptous

thanksgiving dinner a week before at our:

Pre-Thanksgiving

Feast

Thursday, November 21, 1991

Garden Vegetable Soup
Turkey Breast :-wedwithzides
Roast Beef ::w:dwith 21ides

Corn on the Cob
Mashed Potatoes

$1.50
$5.00
$5.00
$0.90
$0.90
$0.90
$0.95
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HaRav Hershel Schachter on
Land For Peace

Compiled by David Pahmer, a semicha
candidate at the Yeshiva University
afﬁlmted Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary,anda talmidof HaRav Schachter,
who approved the content of this article.

In the wake of the peace conference,
itisimportant toreview thehalachot of
trading away Eretz Yisrael for peace.
First of all, our claim to Eretz Yisrael
comes from noneother than Hakadosh
Baruch Hu Himself. He gave Eretz

Yisrael to Avraham Avinuasagiftand -

madetheBritben HaBetarima physical
indication of the validity of this gift.
Moreover, our chachamim tell us that

Hashem'’s subsequentpromisetoleave .
Eretz Yisraelinthehandsof Avraham’s .
- descendants implies that Eretz Yisrael -

is notsubject toconventional territorial
conquests of other nations. In short,
Eretz Yisrael belongs to Klal Yisrael,

and always has since the days of the -

avot.

HaRav Shlomo Goren. visited the

Yeshiva and lectured on the topic of -

ourclaimtoEretzYisrael. HaRavGoren

presented the view that upon--

destruction of the Beit HaMikdashand

the subsequent exile of the Jewish "
people, we lost our ownership of Eretz .
Yisrael. Thenextday, MoremuHaRav_. i
Soloveitchik explained his differing -
opinion. The Rav, in shiur, said that
Rav Goren was mistaken and that Am.

Some time ago, -then Chief Rabbx h
observance of Blbllcal laws ;

the parshiot by inferring that the Akeida
was a punishment to Avraham for
agreeing to give upa partof Eretz Yisrael
for peace.

In light of the above, is there any
reason whatsoever for which we are
permitted to give up soverelgnty over
parts of Eretz Yisrael?

The Gemara mentions that for, the_
sake of Darchei Shalom.we are

sometimes allowed to violate' certain-

halachot. One Gemara,. though allows
only violations of Rabbinically e enacted

: decrees for the sake of peace, v whereas in.

resolvethis dxfﬁculty, we assume that if '

the consequenceoffailingtomake} peace

is merely hostility from non-]ews : then:-_

In. our case, we may- conclu

togiveaway parts (or theoretlcally even
st week,

all) of Eretz Yisrael. " In thie ]
Arabs murdered an mnocent mother of

seven and a bus dnver, whxle serlously .

mlght suggest that concessxo
Arabs might. ‘ward: off _future

Yisrael has never lost possession of -

Eretz Yisrael. Infact, thisis themessage\
of the very first Rashi in the Torah — = (¥
that Hashem desngnated Eretz Ylsraelﬂ i

as the Jewish natlonal ho
forever.’

Does this inean that we are stuck
‘with Eretz Yisrael even' 1f we are not-

interested in keeping it? -

We previously. described. Eretz;;‘-‘__."_;. '
Yisrael as a gift givento us by Hashem, - fachmanafitz’an, o
Normally, a gift becomes thé absolute - :

property of the recrplent ‘who has the

authority to give it away. Yet, this is .
trading land for peace even- ‘with the'

not the case regarding Eretz Yisrael.

When the Torah describesEretz Yisrael
as a gift to Klal Yisrael, the land is -

referred to as an inheritance, which
implies that we cannot giveitaway; we
arerequired to develop itand to passit
on to the next generation.

Byway of analogy,wemay consider
Eretz Yisrael a gift to us in the same
sense as Hashem’s gift of life; both are
gifts with strings attached. We have
laws governing our lives, and Eretz
Yisrael too comes with rules of
management. Forinstance, the Torah
forbids us to release any part of Eretz
Yisrael to non-Jews (Lo Techanem).
Additionally, giving up sovereignty
overany partis forbidden, evenifJews
alone remain on the land (albeit not
from the injunction of Lo Techanem).

The Torah records the treaty
Avraham made with Avimelech, King
of Grar, in which Avraham'’s
descendants would allow the Plishtim
to remain on the Land. Immediately

afterwards, the Torah tells of the trial

of the Akeida. The Rashbam connects

concludes, we caxtnot sunpl

understandmg that it will save lives.
Butdoesn't the Gemararelate thestory |

of Raban Yochanan ben Zakai trading,
all of Eretz Yisrael for the sake of peace"__
Actually, this is not what the Gemara"

said. The Gemara was describing the

circumstances of the Roman siege of -

Yerushalayim. That situation was

hopeless, so instead of seeing everyone-
murdered by the inevitably victorious.

warriors, Raban Yochanan ben Zakai
surrendered peacefully. The Gemara
proves unsurprising - when faced witha
situation doomed to failure (as the
prophets predicted for the second

Temple), oneshottld choosetosurrender -

rather than be murdered. Clearly, this

Gemara hasnoapplicationtothecurrent

state of affairs in Eretz Yisrael.

On the other hand, perhaps the,_
in"Yehuda,
v'Shomron implies that we are actually ;

precarious situation

losing to the Arabs.

We could only determlne thls 1f,
military expertsagreed thatweareIOSmg '

commued 0n p 10",

176 &

Rather than presenting another straightfoward analysis
of the Peace Conference, The Commentator offers a
number of alternate perspectives.

On what do we base our attitudes towards "Land for
Peace’? The Commentator cannot attempt to answer this
question for others. To be intellectually honest, each
individual must reconcile his own interests and priorities.
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The
Gematria
Fan...

by Raoul Isaac

Over the weekend of October 27th, a
disturbing prelude to the peace
conference took place within our own
camp. The “Peace Now” organization
gathered some twenty thousand
supportersinTel Avivinordertoimpose
upon Prime Minister Yitzchak Shamir
its views on making territorial
concessions.

Interestingly, in studying “Shalom
Achshav’s” (Hebrew for Peace Now)
gemmatrial equivalent, we find that
Shalom equals 376. And what
approaches us in the guise of peace?
Esav, whose gemmatria equals the same

1376. What do we know about Esav’s

attitude? From his loss of the blrthrlght
it is clear that he acted impulsively in
order to satiate his immediate desires,
with no regard for reality or the future.
In addition, if we rearrange the letters of
Achshav, we get Ki Esav, or “that is
Esav.” And if, G-d forbid, we do not
ignore the Esav/Peace Now short-
sighted strategy, we face Sefer Eicha,
also 376.

Now let’s take a look at Madrid’s
Wheel of Fortune: Is Baker an impartial,
honest broker? Gemmatria shakes it's
head. Baker in Hebrew equals 322. Our
game show contestants on the other side
of the table, the Arav1m, also equal 322!

Authorities From the Past...

by Hayyim Angel

“Ever since 1967, international
pressure has been mounting on Israel to
return these territories [Judea and
Samaria), liberated in her 1967 pre-
emptive attack against her Arab
adversaries; but of late, the intensity of
criticism has increased in geometric
proportions, building up dramatically
to what is sure to be a monumental
decision. i _

“The conflict is not a new one. For
years the US. and the Arabs have
attempted to coerce concessions on the
part of Israel. Not succumbing to
pressure, the Israelis have remained
relatively firm...”

These words were written by Daniel
Gottliebin The CommentatorofOctober
26, 1977. How remarkable it is that
fourteen years later, The Commentator

could havebegun anarticleon the current
peace process with those same words.

When the problem of land for peace
regarding the Sinai Peninsula was
addressed, Yeshiva University invited a
variety of dignitaries to speak. These
lecturers included then Consul General
UriBen-Ari (November29,1976), former
Foreign Minister Yigal Allon"(October
26, 1977), and Rabbi Meir Kahane
(December 28, 1977). With all of the
strong opinions which exist regarding
the current peace conference in Madrid,
it is worthwhile to reconstruct ‘what
these three speakers told The
‘Commentator in the seventies. Let us
recreate a possible dialogue among the
‘three, with Daniel Gottlieb also present.

Uri Ben-Ari initiates the discussion
‘by stating that “too many people think
the Arabs are moderates today, not
extremists. Itis onlyaquestion of tactics

.. Sadat’s moderation is a complete
tactic.” Gottlieb concurs, quoting Sadat
from 1955, when he proclaimed that
“our [the Arabs’] war with theJewsisan
age old campaign that Muhammad
started ... We are obliged to fight the
Jews in the name of Allah.”
RabbiKahane, very excited, uses Ben-
Ari’s political outlook and extends it to
a religious framework. He states that
“no peace will come to the Middle East
if we violate the commandment of not
giving up Jewish land.” Rabbi Kahane
then tries to establish that the view of
giving up land to save Jewish lives is
absurd. He cites the law which states
thatif the land of Israel is attacked, Jews
must fight and not retreat, even if this
war will inevitably lead to the loss of
Jewish lives. The same principle, he
asserts, applies to the land for peace

- issue as well.

Yigal Allon refuses to listen, and
emphasizes that the Jews must concede
land if they are ever to achieve peace in
the region. He proceeds to criticize
those who wuse “irrational or
undemocratic” methods for deciding
theissue of land for peace. Although he
respects the halacha, he does not feel
that it should be considered in such
political decisions. He closes by stating
that “territorial concessions must be
made because Israel cannot absorb all
the people in the territories as citizens,
and, at the same time, remain both a
democratic and Jewish state.”

Gottlieb challenges Allon and his
views with historical information. First,
Jordan illegally seized the West Bank in
1950. Therefore, Israel never took the
West Bank from anyone. Moreover, he
adds, “over the last 3500 years the Arabs
constituted a majority in Palestine 25-

Man on the Street...

by Jeffrey M. Goldstein
and Stephen Buch

Prime Minister Shamir has declared
the Middle East to be in a time of
“revolutionary change.” Who is going
to change? Sari Nussiebeh? We think
not. Binyamin Netanyahu? We hopenot.
Any change thepeace conference brings
will affect the man on the street far more
than the men around thetable. Hereare
four imaginary “pedestrian” voices:

| first came to Israel in the summer of
1969, when she was just getting
comfortable within her new borders. |
didn't know why | was there but, soon
after my arrival, the purpose became
clear to me. In one of my first days in
Jerusatem | took a walking tour of the
Old City. As | arrived at the Wall my
heart skipped a beat. A spontaneous
feelingwashed through my soul and that
week | embraced my forgotten faith,
joining my People's flowering
redemption.

The return to our land after 2,000
years of dispersion cannot be reversed.

There is - no source for a third exile. |

decided to live in a place where my
presence would actively contribute to
the development of Eretz Yisrael. |
joined my brothers and sisters in the
Shomron. Tous this land is everything;
we will not give itaway in exchange for a
signature on some scrap of paper or
anythingelse. We can’tleave. We won't
leave. G-d has forbidden us to leave.

For five generations, my family has lived
here in Akko. We have seen the Ottomans,
the British, and the Israelis, our latest
oppressors. There is no school here for me,
so I am therefore forced to work all day.
Most of my friends work at the local
construction site, where I work. We build
houses and settlements for the Israelis. My
brothers in Gaza and the West Bank are no
better off -- they all work for the Israelis,
either in the territories or in this place they
call Israel. We hammer the final nails into
our own coffins.

We are slowly being pushed out of our
city, Akko, as the Jews take control. Soon,

we will be no better off than owr brothers in
the refugee camps in Shechem -- hungry,
overcrowded, and angry. Mavbe George
Habashisright. Who is Bush to dictate what
will happen in my land, my house? At least
my brothers in the territories might get
something, in Akko we will get nothing.

Last spring, my reserve unit was
sentintoHevron. Whatacrazy place.
This Israelisreally twodifferent worlds.
In my world | go to work in the
morning, go to a nice restaurant for
dinnerandsome entertainment, then
| retire to my comfortable Tel Aviv
apartment. When I’'m in the other
world I'm shooting rubber bullets as |
duck out of the way of flying stones
and molotov cocktails. | fought in
'73. lost a brother in ‘67, as well as
two uncles in '48. When is this going
tostop? What do these right wingers
think is wrong with my comfortable
lifeinTelAviv? Why can’t wejust give
them what they want?

| understand the security reasons
that explain why we can’t return
land, but there has to be some
answer. |'ve put my life on the line
dozens of times for this country and
enough is enough. | love Israel but |
don’t want to see more bloodshed
in this land.

| grew up during their WarofIndependence. |
couldn't attend school here so | travelled to the
United States for university and medical

. school.Upon graduatingmedical school I returned

home to Khan Yunis, and since my return, fve
seen the effects of the oppression of my people.
Through the years, my storefront practice has
been closed by Arab and Israeli alike. Even
western television cameras bring more death. All
my life | have found myself a witness to horror
upon horror.

|was asked, by certainindividuals, to represent
my people at the so-called peace conference in
Madrid. | turned them down when | heard about
the right wing boycott of the talks and their calls
for a general strike. | feel that there is nothing
more helpful for me to do than to treat the
casualties of the impending violence. There are
other people better suited to take part in the
Western media spectacle than a busy physician.

30% of the time (about 900 years) of
which they were the sovereign power
for only 525 years. The Jews, in contrast,
who have maintained an unsevered
chainofresidencein Palestine, composed
a majority for about 50% of the period
and were the supreme power for about
875 years.” Thisreasoning counters the
Palestinian claim that they have lost
“their” homeland. Allonremains silent.

Gottlieb proceeds to show that Allon
himself has indicated that “secure
borders will be a decisive component in
any war ... InIsrael today, amore serious
concern than attack by army regulars is
the infiltration of terrorists with plans
for mass killing and maiming of the
civilian population. A secure border
would provide an early warning system
for the urban concentrations in case of
terrorist infiltration.” Allonagain cannot
respond.

Suddenly, Rabbi ].B. Soloveitchik
(March 8, 1978) enters the room. He is
asked whether or not he is optimistic
about a Middle East settlement. He
responds by saying “1 am optimistic
because I believe that the Nation of
[srael is a clever and wise nation that
will do what the historical reality
dictates.”

Fourteen years later, as all Jews
worldwide are concerned with the
conference in Madrid, it is important to
realize that we already have witnessed
virtually the same issue fourteen years
ago. Hopefully, the Rav’s words will
endure, and Israel’s strengths will help
her through this politically troublesome
time.
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The most reusable piece of plastic on campus.

The AT&T Calling Card will never go to waste. You can use it to make a call from almost anywhere to anywhere.

Once you have one, you'll never need toapply for another. And it’s the least expensive way to call state-to-state on AT&T when you can't dial

¢

direct. Whats more, if you get your Calling Card now, you'll get a free hour’s worth of AT&T long distance calling.? O Of course, when you

use your Calling Card you'll always be conneéted fo the reliable service you've come to expect from AT&T. O And when you get your

!

Calling Card, you'll become a member of AT&T Student Saver Plus, a program of products and services designed to save students

time and money. O So, as you see, there’s only one way to describe the AT&T Calling Card in todayss college environment. Indispensable.

Get an AT&T Calling Cardtoday. Call 1 800 654-0471 Ext. 4811. _ ———— AT&T
So—

*Good for one hour of direct-dialed, coas!-to-coas), night and weokend calling, i i 5 R ifi
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as possible. Making it a place for social
gatherings would preclude this. It is
true that women are allowed into the
library and other buildings. But at the
present time, they are officially here
solely for academic purposes. We
understand that this is a university as-
well, and that women, too, should have
access to the academic facilities. In
truth, though, if the rebbeim have been
decided to enact separatist policy, it
should be followed through all the way
according to the letter of the law.
However, this situation, realistically
speaking, isunavoidablefor now, owing
tothe fact that women must be giventhe
sameopportunity tocomplete their work
as well. InJewish law, there is such a
concept of thesuspension of a decree for
which it would beunrealisticfor most of
the population to uphold. The solution
to this problem, of course, is to provide
~ample facilities for the women
downtown. Meanwhile, this should in
no way be used as an excuse to support
asxtuatlonwherewomenwxllbecommg
up onaregularbasis for social purposes.
Dating must be done off campus tokeep
at least some semblance of a separate
atmosphere which has always been
fundamental to Orthodox communities.
Asa primeexample of thisidea, nobody
would question that this separation is
essential to the success of the yeshivotin
Israel. Forexample, thelarge number of
returnees from Hakotel, Shaalvim, as
well as other yeshivot, rightfully expect
to continue their studiesin at least some
semblance of a clear atmosphere
conducive to their studies. These
restrictions placed on us by all yeshivot
should in no way be misinterpreted as
mistrust. Itis, on the contrary, out of the
great love the rabbis have and have had
for Klal Yisrael, and out of their deep
understanding of human nature which
has led and continues to lead them to
place these restrictions on Klal Yisrael to
help us reach those goals which we all
strivetoattain. Of course,thesedecisions
are in effect for everyone, from the
smallest child to he greatest sage. There
are many hypocrisies in YU policy, not
allof whichcanbesoeasily explained. If
we are all as dedicated to the idea of
creating an atmosphere of commitment
to an Orthodox Jewish lifestyle on
campus as wesay weare, theninstead of
name-calling and stereotyping lets sit
down and try to figure outhow many o”
these things we see as misguided,
unfounded, overprotective restrictions
to our hashkafa are, in fact, responsible,
realistic decisions necessary for the -
preservation.of Yeshiva University. I
suggest that to start off with, we stop
trying hard not to be like the other
yeshivot and start trying to figure ou
what exactly it is that separates us from
the secular colleges.

Jeremy Poupko
YC ‘92

Menoras

continued from page 3

which he has stolen in order for his
repentance to be effective (see Vayikra
5,23; Rambam, Laws of Repentance 2:9).
Last year during the eighth night of
Chanuka, allof themenorahs used in the

designated candlelighting area of Muss

Hall were stolen by Yeshiva University
personnel. This may be a strong
accusation, but there are witnesses to
the incident. The students of Muss Hall
did not have to be surprised by these
actions since it is known that certain
departments of the University go out of
their way tomaketheirlifemoredifficult.
Why no effort was. made by the
university, and in particular by offices
concemed withstudent affairs, toreturn
the menoras is a question still
unanswered; as of yet, they remain
missing, Inthe broad picture of Yeshiva
University this incident is minor, but it
certainly reflects the school’s general
attitude toward its students. The
University should, and according to
halacha, must return or reimburse the
students for the stolen.property. If no
initiative is taken by the University
perhapsthe University should be taken
to Beit Dinf? Our sages teach us that a
penitent must correct his ways by
perfecting hismidotwhicharethesource
of his failings. In terms of the University
thisshould mean themaking of halachik

" considerations the prime consideration

in all decisions. If the halacha was the
operating force behind the university,
incidents such as the Chanuka heist
would be avoided.

Evan Herbsman
YC “91

AD GRipe

To the Editor:

On page five of The Commentator’s
firstissue, there wasanad runby Group
Resources Unlimited (GRU) about an
upcoming seminar they are holding on
careers in the sports marketing field.
The first few linesdescribed the goals of
the seminar, and following that were the
particulars. Heading the list was some
shocking information: “Date: Saturday,
November 2nd - Time: 9 am. to 12
noon.”

My initial thought was, “Boy, were
these guys stupid for putting thisad ina
Jewish school’s newspaper!” But then, I
began to consider this from The
Commentator’s perspective. I couldn’t
think of a legitimate reason why The

Commentator would take money for

this ad. How could this have happened?

I came up with three possible
scenarios for what might have occurred
here. Possibly, The Commentator did
not realize that the event was to take

. place on Shabbat, in which case, they

surely could not have informed GRU of
the impending lack of response. If so,
The Commentator was irresponsible in
handling this business deal by not
reac“ng the ad carefully.

Ontheotherhand, TheCommentator -

may have recognized that the seminar
was to take place on Shabbat, and in this
case, thereare two sub-categories. They
could have purposely withheld the fact
that no one would respond to their

e Lommstriory
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seminar. This would put The
Commentator in a really bad light. Of
course, if I were to take the dan I'kaf
Z'chut attitude, I would say that they
went to GRU with the information, and
GRU decided to run the ad anyway.
Unfortunately, thisscenario seems to be
theleast likely of the three (as s too often
the case in the dan I’kaf z'chut scenario).
If The Commentator is not guilty of
these charges, thenIam sorry for falsely
accusing them. But if, as I suspect, they
are at fault, then I think The
Commentator should clean up its act.

Ami Hordes
YC 93

Editor's Note: The Commentator uses
a number of advertising services, all of
whom have been advised as to the nature
of Yeshiva University and Yeshiva
College. Any decisiontorun anad of this
nature is made by the agency supplying
the ad. You may also note that our
publication is read by students of
Wurzweiller, Cordozoand Einstein,and
the ad may have been of interest to those
students. Last, our masthead states that
we do not endorse services or goods
advertised in the paper.

Fortunately, we do not have to fear

(we hope!) that YC students will be

uttendmg the seminar, so no harm is
done in printing an ad that was
specifically sent to our paper.

The Commentator

will print any

coherent and
relevant letter or
opinion. Multiple
letters of similar
content may be
represented by one
selected by the
Editor. Please sign
and limit submis-
sions to one page.
Letters can be
deposited in the
mailbox by the
elevators onthefirst

floor of Furst Hall.
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The Student Councils of
Veshiva College and Stern College for Wememn

present their

Annual

Chanukah Conecert

starring

Mordechai Ben David
with the M.B.D. Super Band

: and featuring

Simcha "Simmy" Weber

Thursday, December 12th, 1991 8:00 P.M.

(" For information and tickets at YC contact } Nathc;r;rl;z:‘%%r:';u::: riam. ( For information and tickets at SCW contact
StevenUsdon  Mo223  781-1352 Lisa Mayer BraE 781-1352
Reid Shapiro Ru724 9235083 " Tickets: LisaEdelstein  Brég  213-1817
Elan Yaish Mo209 927-1549] = . ¢ - Amy Sorscher ‘Br15b 686-1547
Benji Horowitz Mu372 Reserved Seating $25.00 Leah Pleeter- Br7B 481-0273

\ J General Admission $16.00 \ . <

Limited tickets available - Reserve seats now!

) . ‘> :
Three Generations Of Family Ou"nersblp since 1905

i rian Cuisine
Famous Dairy and Vegeta
BT Featuring Fresh Fish

ing for ALL your Simchas G
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Fri: 6AM to 3PM A URANT

138 Delancey St., NYC

*10% DISCOUNT
OFF TOTAL BILL
with .n.:goni i.D.

£EE PARKING
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Hockey Teams
Face Off

by Micah May and Zvi Klein

Hockeyintramuralsareback
and better than ever. Teams are

equallybalancedanditappears

to be the most competitive
league yet.

With the first pick, Avi
Forman selected defenseman
Keith Mendelsohn.
Mendelsohn is regarded as the
best all-around player and is
favored to repeat as league
MV.P. Forman’s team has a
solid defense with All-Star
Amiel Lindenbaum and Jon
Hirsch. It also has an exciting
offense with-Dovid Cohen and
Barry Foyer. Goaltending is
strong with BrianKardon. Look
for this team to finish first.

‘Shlomo Schwarzsteinlooked
tostrengthenhisdefensivezone
with Josh Fogel, Teddy
‘Pearman, and goaltender
Yehuda Srulowitz. Their
potential goal scorers include:
Michael Glass,Andrew Ressler,

Josh Rush, Brent Levinson,

Micah May, the Dubebrothers,
and surprise. pick Bob Weir. If
this team has good chemistry,

theycould go far, but we predict
they will finish out of the
playoffs in fifth.

Benjy Berger wasted notime
in taking power forward Rob
Rabinowitz who excels in all
aspectsofthegame.Rabinowitz
will probably challenge
Mendelsohn for M.V.P. With
the most controversial pick of
the draft, Berger selected Brem
Moldovsky, an intense and
valuable player. Regarding
Moldovsky trade talkabounds.
Look for AriSoshtain tomakea

large impact on the team. This

team’s success rests upon
legendary goaltender David
Ingber.Ifhegetsonahotstreak,
Berger’s team can win itall. We
expect a second place finish.
Jacob Septimus selected
Yossi Yarkony, the league’s
most dynamic goalie and a
player capable of winning
games on his own. Other solid
players include Michael
Kupferman, Ari Strauch, and
Michael Ripstein; it will be a
heavyload for Yarkony tomake
50savespergame. Look for this
team to make'some big trades
before the deadline or else they

The (!Inmmentaiur'

YU Basketball Intramurals

Mavericks
Bullets
Nuggets
Hornets

Clippers
Magic
Nets
Heat
Kings

Timberwolves

2-0
2-0
2-0
2-1
2-1
1-1
1-2
0-2
0-2
0-3

will finish in fourth.

Jon Weinstein chose Kenny
Schiff, a goalie with the highest
save percentagein Y.U. hockey
intramurals history (.994). This
team has well-rounded talent
including: Michael Bindell,
MarcRothenberg, Benji Chesir,
Steven Tiger, and Seth Frolich.
However, unless Schiff can
average 60saves per game, this
team will be the cellar dweller.

Finally, J.B. Levine chose an
all-star defenseman and
longtime teammate, Zvi Klein.

‘Harris Pearlman, Andrew

Lanter, David Boim, and Don
Germazian, are four of the
quickestforwardsintheleague.
Expect Barry Gelman to have
another great season and this
team will finish in third.

In the first week of play,
Shlomo Schwarzstein netted a
hat trick and Yehuda Srulowitz
scored a 5-0 shutout over Jon
Weinstein’s team. Don
Germazian had 2 goals and 1
assistas Levine’s team defeated
Berger’s team 3-1.

- | |activity forms which can be
obtained in the office of the
Senior Vice President TH-
106 or the office of the Dean
of Students FH-416. These

and distributing honors at

Undergraduate
student

out

‘in preparing
recommendation

Fencing
Team
Foiled

After years of practicing in
the Tannembaum gym, the
Yeshiva College Fencing Team,
also known as the Taubermen,
has been given the boot. As a
result, theteamhasbeenmoving
from one location to the next,
unsure of where their
permanant home will be.

The exodus from
Tannenbaum is a result of
rennovations being done to
therethelocal publichigh school
where the MTA Basketball team
used to practice. The Lions are
therefore now practicing in the
Tannenbaum gym on Monday
and Wednessday nights,
overlapping with thescheduled
fencing practices.

TheTaubermen wereinitially
relocated to the MTA cafeteria,
a room which proved far too
small to accomodate the entire
team. Further practices were
held in Furst Hallroom 501, the
large lecture hall traditionally
used for final examinations.
While this room is just large
enough, it raises other
complications.

“Furst 501 is simply not a
gym floor; not even close,”
explains co-captain David ].
Kay. “It puts undue strain on
ones knees, particularly in a
sport like fencing where the
knees are under considerable
stress to begin with. Moreover,
the flooris ridiculously slippery
- it was never designed for any
sort of athletics at all.” Adds
Kay, “It is only a matter of time
until someone gets seriously
hurt.”

Delicious Kosher Food at: y To all
R - |[Students:
2553 Amstordam Avenue Soups
(212)568-4000 ChickenSoup  $1.75
undor oK W SoupDuJour ~~~ 1.75 | Pl 11
1Fm.°n o Fiamg Broller : small ~  lange | ease f !
'Clllclwn Satay 95.95 $7.95 $11.95
Burger 275 895 1295
_ |Burger Deluxe 495 895 1295
{Shwasma 4.95 895 1285
ISteakwich - 495 795 1195
iSieakwich Deluxe 6.95 795 11.95
Turkey Steak 495 . 895
Turkey Steak Deluxo 6.95 695 1095
Chili Burger 375 795 1195 .
Burper Suprome 395 895 forms help
(w/ pastrami) 1595 | AP
Hot Dog 150 letters of
Chili Dog 2.00
§iddo Qrders $4.95 graduation.
4.95
Rice $0.95 495
Fries 0.95 495
!Baked Potato 0.95 295
; 5.25
4.95
595 |
Fresh Salads $1.75
[subject to avaiability}
Garden All Deluxe and House Specials include:
Macaroni salad and a choice of rice or potata.
isracli Soup may be substituted for salad.
Canot
Colc Slaw
Broccoli Drinks $0.75
Potato Coke
Pasta Diel Coke
Sprile
Orange
Cofiee 0.60
_ Tea 055
ASK ABOUT OUR DESSERT OF THE DAY. ONLY .25 FOR A-REFILL AFTER6PM, ,
STUDENTS: In ahurry? Calin'your =~~~
oder for prompisevico,
IN ADDITION WE FEATURE TA!(E-OUT SHABBOS FOOD
' OPEN FRIDAYS 9-1

JAR

GRANDMA'’S
COOKIE

ou eat, the more YOU
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Macs Inside
Scoop

by Eric Melzer and Ronnie Aranoff

Although the Macs season opener
is still three weeks away, plenty of
decisions already face the Macs'
coaching staff.

Prior to the team tryout, Coaches
Halpert and Podias said that they
expected to take 12 or 13 players for
the team. After the final cut, 14
players remained. Only six of the
fourteen are veterans. The eight
newcomers are Daniel Aaron, Erez
Ben Ami, Saul Stepner, Donny Furst,
Michael Dube, Binyamin Resnick, Or
Rose, and Mark Gallik. It remains to
be seen just how well these eight will
adapt to college basketball.

Regarding the starting team, the
coaching staff would only state that

Back On
Track

by Steven Dyckman

On October 21stone of YC's quickest
teams got back on track as the cross-
country squad had its first meet of the
season. The five mile race at Garrett
Mountain, New Jersey pitted YC against
allthe teamsof the Independent Athletic
Conference. Bard College won the meet,
but YC put up an impressive
performance despite having an
insufficientnumberof runners toqualify.

Individually, Jeremy Bandler finished
first for YC and 17th overall, with a time
just over 33:00. David Sack and Aaron
Katzman placed second and third for
YC respectively. When asked about the
meet, Bandler said, “It was a tough
course because we didn’t have enough
time to prepare.”

The Macs’ second meet was a tri-
match at Van Cortland Park against
Polytech ard Stevens Tech. Yeshiva
finished second and Uzi Ovitzled all YC
runners, capturing sixth placein thefive
milerace. TheMacs’ chances for winning
the meet evaporated when Seth
Gerszberg injured his ankle during the
race.

Overall, the Macs looked sharp in
both meets. Much of the credit for this
success goes to Coach Stanley Watson.
Watson did an excellent jobin preparing
therunnersinonly twopreseason weeks.

The track team ended the season with
a November 3rd five mile meet at Van
Cortland Park versus New Jersey Tech.

Elisha Rothman and Miko Danan
were locks to start at the off-guard
and power forward positions
respectively. After watching
numerous practices, however, we
are almost certain that Daniel Aaron
will be the starting center and Seth

Cohen will be the starting small .

forward. This only leaves the point
guard position, and as Coach
Halpert stated, “The point guard
position is wide open and the most
important to fill. Our entire season
rests upon filling the starting point
guard position.” As of now, there is
a fierce battle for the starting point

guard. The four candidates include

Dovid Cohen, Matt Klein, Donny
Furst, and Erez Ben-Ami. It seems
that the one who performs best in
the preseason scrimmages will get
the nod.

Coach Podias wasted no words
regarding the Macs’ defense: “We
are going to press teams out of their
own gym!” The coaching staff is
considering transforming the T-half
court press into a T-full court press.

_Podias stated that the team’s goal is

to be in the top five in team defense
in Division III Basketball.

Coach Halpert predicted that the
surprise victory will be over NYU
this season’ in Madison Square
Garden. He added that the surprise
defeat will once again be a loss to
Polytech at home.

The Macs have a preseason
scrimmage tomorrow night versus
St. Thomas Aquinas at 7:30 pm in
the MSAC. The season will begin at
Stevens Techon Monday, November
25. The opponent for the December 2nd
home opener will be New Jersey Tech.

Ostrow Leads Wrestling Macs Again

by Eric Melzer

In Yeshiva varsity sports, members
of the various teams practiceas mu has
possible in order.to ready thems: ves
for the beginning of the season. Jne
individual who seems to prepare 1 ore
rigorously than anyone else is Brian
Ostrow, Captain of the Yeshiva Macs
wrestling team.

Brian Ostrow’s wrestling career began
in theseventh grade at Sycamore Junior
High School. He says that he began
wrestling simply because it was a
popular thing to do in Ohio. Ostrow
proceeded to wrestle for two years in
Junior- High and four years in High
School. After graduatingin 1988, Ostrow
attended Ohio State University for one
year, where he practiced with the
Division One team - he could not be a
member of the team as matches took
place on Shabbat.

In 1989, Ostrow transferred to YU
andimmediatelybecame oneofthestars
of the Wrestling Macs. Ostrow stated
that 1989 Captain David Edelcreek
encouraged him tremendously by
pushing him to get into shape. Ostrow’s
first victory was in the 142 lb. weight
class against Manhattan College. In this
bout, he gained a lopsided win, whichis
avictorybyatleastaneight pointmargin.

‘During the match, Ostrowseparated his

shoulder, yet he didn’t feel the injury
until after the match was completed.
Ostrow commented that “not feeling
the injury proves that you need a very
strong mentalattitude, possibly stronger
than any other sport.”

The Captain specializes in various
types of throws on an opponent. Ostrow
explains that this expertise helped him
in a match two years ago at Fordham,

scoreless for the firstminuteuntil Ostrow
successfully executed a “head-arm
throw” and pinned his opponentin 2 to
3 seconds.

Ostrow feels that the two coaches are
extremely professional and have two
completely different styles and roles.
He explained: “Coach Elman is the
motivator and the one who whips the
wrestlersintoshape. Coach Schwitzeris
the technician.”

Optimisticabout theteam’s prospects
forthisyear, Ostrow explained thatevery
weight class is filled with at least one
experienced wrestler and therefore, this
could be the best year in the team’s
history. He also stated, however, that
the team is lacking depth and an inijury
could easily lead to a forfeiture of a
weight class.

Ostrow wrestles in the 1421b. weight
class. His roommate Barry Bessler will
wrestlein the 1341b. weight class, Aside
from Bessler, Ostrow has high
expectations for Harris Pearlman (126
1b.), Effy Zinkin (150 1b.), Michael
Ripstein (166 1b.), and Teddy Pearlman
(heavyweight). Ostrow said that the top
newcomer is definitely Josh Bernheim, a
former MTA wrestler who was
undefeated two years ago.

. Finally, Ostrow emphasized the
importance of rigorous practice and.
training; the team practices five times a
week. He summarized this idealsaying,
“Ithink that the guys who go out for the
wrestling team deserve lots of credit. .
.tomaintain thestrength and endurance
for wrestling requires more practiceand
training than any other sportin YU. It's

. a twenty-four hour sport whereby you

must watch what you eat, get good
sleep, and work on the track, in the
weightroom,andinthewrestling room.”

Wrestling Macs: Ready to hit the mats.

photo: D. Blendis
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