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Circl

Gives $7,500 to
The Commentator

Money Used to Purchase New Equipment

by Moshe I. Kinderlehrer

Just before the semester’s
start, a unique alumni group
known as the President’s Circle
donated $7,500 to The
Commentator fornew computers
and equipment. With the
money, The Commentator
purchased two new computer
systems: a 486 DX2 66mhz IBM
compatible computer and a 21
inch color monitor for layout, a
48633mhzforediting purposes,
a black and white scanner, and
a fully functional three-
computer network. Part of the
giftwasalsospentin publishing
The Commentator’s first ever
Back-To-School issue put out
two weeks ago.

The President’s Circle,
formed in late 1989 and
composed of young YC and
SCW alumni,isa unique alumni
organization that aims, in the
words of one of its founders
and Chief Executive Officer,
Shalom Lamm, to “give
somethingback” toboth YCand
SCW. Mr.Lamm, the son of YU
President Rabbi Norman
Lamm, graduated from YC in

the early Eighties. Like most of
the alumni on the President’s
Circle, he actively participated
instudent affairsin his yearson
campus, serving on the YC
Student  Senate.  After
graduating, he retained his ties
to YC and searched for ways to
enhance the undergraduate
college experience for students
on the YU campuses. Then, in
1989, he started the President’s
Cirde along with fifteen other
young alumni who pledged to
give$5,000annually towardsthe
bettermentof theundergraduate
schools of YU.

Over $200,000 In Last Five

Years
Over the last five years, the
President’s Circle has given
over $200,000 to fund a wide-
ranging variety of programs
on both campuses. Among the
many programs it has
subsidized over the years are
the rebinding of the Seforim in
the Main Beit Midrash, the
renovation of theStern Lounge,
the sponsoring of a number of
prominent speakers oncampus,
continued on page 10

Still No Dean

by Moshe 1. Kinderlehrer
and Steven Miodownik

Three Orthodox Jews, two of
them YU alumni, are considered
the top prospects to become the
new Dean of Yeshiva College.

Through several sources
close to the proceedings, The
Commentator has learned that
YU professors Carl Feit and
Bernard ]. Firestone, and Dr.
Claude Schochet of Detroit were
approved by the Search
Committee and are now
undergoing consideration for
thepositionby President Lamm.
The deanship, left vacant when
Dr. NormanRosenfeld resigned
at the end of last semester, has
been temporarily filled by SSSB
Dean Harold Nierenberg.

Dr. Lamm'’s consideration of
Feit, Firestone, and Schochet,
results from strong
recommendation from the
presently adjourned Decanal
Search Committee, convened

almost immediately after
Rosenfeld’s resignation and
chaired by Dr. William
Schwartz, Vice President for
Academic Affairs.

The Search Committee,
whose purpose was to
thoroughly interview all the
candidates and make a final
recommendation of threenames
to the President, included
faculty, student, and
administrative representatives.
The committee met several
times in May, June, and early
Julybefore approving the three.

President Lamm Still
Looking

According to committee
member Raji Viswanathan, a
professor of chemistry, the
committee was under the
impression that Dr. Lamm
would be choosing solely from
the candidates approved by it.

However, Dr. Lamm, in an
interview withThe Commentator,
indicated that he does not feel

Socol Pushes for Non-Orthodox Candidate

“bound” to the three candidates
recommended by the Search
Committee and that he is still
actively pursuing other options
in his quest to provide YC with
long-termleadership. “Istill feel
that I want to have more of a
choice,” explained Dr. Lamm.
He did emphasize though that
he is still strongly considering
the three candidates submitted
tohim by theSearch Committee.
Furthermore, he showered
praise upon the efforts of the
Search Committee in selecting
the candidates and upon the
merits and qualifications of the
recommended candidates.
However, herefused toconfirm
the names of the candidates

approved by the Committee.
Dr. Schwartz, the chairman
of the Decanal Search
Committee, assured a group of
student leaders assembled this
past Friday morning for a
question and answer session,
continued on page 7

YU Set to Announce Fourth
Jewish Studies Program

by Ryan S. Karben

In an attempt to enhance the
level of talmud torah in the
yeshivaandexpand thenumber
of options available totalmidim,
the University is preparing to
announce a fourth Judaic
Studies program that willbegin
next semester.

The program, to be called
the Golding Beit Medrash
Program, is the brainchild of
MYP Rosh Yeshiva Rav Meir
Goldwicht, who says the
program was designed to meet
needs articulated by students
in a Spring ‘93 survey of MYP
students conducted by Eitan A.

nason :Sacks; -

Rosh -

Mayer.

The proposed schedule for
the Monday through Thursday
program begins with a forty-
five minute Halakhah shiur on
Mondaysand Wednesdaysand
a Jewish Thought shiur on
Tuesdays. The shiurim are
followed by an hour and forty-
five minutes of seder and a one
and half hourGemarashiur. The
programs ends at one o’clock,
except for Thursdays when it
ends shortly after noon to
facilitate Bible attendance. The
Halakhah and Machshava shiurim
are optional.

The proposal has already
attracted the enthusiastic

VA new com_niitteé' has been
MYP, is named to established to approve YCDS
[ Chau' Jin '-"-"activities.' '
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supportofstudentleaders. SOY
President Yitchak B. Book said,
“I understand the Roshei
Yeshiva support this...We are
all about harbatzas Torah.”

Rav Goldwichtsayshehopes
the program will give students
amore organized program that
will give them the opportunity
to enjoy quality limud haTorah,
while freeing up more of their
timeintheafternoon. By ending
the day earlier, he says, there is
a greater chance students will
have a night seder, since they
can take a class or write a paper
in the afternoon.

The program places
significantemphasison creating

continued on page 9

The Road Less Travelled

Froma 64year old freshmanto
majors in classical languages:
a look at a few unusual YU
students.

Pages 8-9




Page 2

&) FDITORIALS...EDITORIALS...EDITORIALS

Who Cares?

Mark the date Feb. 1, 1995 on your calendars. On that day, the Yeshiva
University men’sbasketball team will face NJIT inMadisonSquare Garden.
Almost any YC student hoping to make the tipoff will undoubtedly have
to cut classes. Despite the fact that Feb. 1 also marks the beginning of the
second semester, expect a few hundred students or so todowhat they must
in order to see their beloved Macs play in the Garden, no matter how well
the team has done up to that point.

On Oct. 13, 1994, signs were posted in the dorms at approximately 2:45
PM announcing a “prayerand protest” rally, organized earlier that day, for
then-held captive Israeli soldier Nachshon Waxman, z”l, outside the PLO
building on the East Side at 5:30 PM. Only a few hours prior, over 30,000
Jews had come together at the Kotel to pray for this soldier’s safe return
home. Sadly, the numbers back home did not reflect the same outpouring
of concern. Although a good number of students probably did not see the
signs, it is safe to assume that far more did than the thirty who attended.

The problem lies not in the late announcement of the rally. Does anyone
really believe that hundreds more would have shown up if signs had been
posted the night before? Too many people on this campus simply do not
care enough about Israel’s day-to-day events. Denouncing the Labor
government’s willingness to negotiate away land demands little effort;
keeping up with the people of Israel themselves and searching for related
newsstories requires a far greater commitment. How many students went
to brief late-night tehillim sessions on Waxman’s behalf? How many
people on this campus did anything at all?

Of course, some students definitely knew about the demonstration but
chosenot to go for ideological reasons. Not everyonesupports the method
of public tehillim and political action; some prefer private learning and
tefilla instead. Those students who opted for suchalternative measures out
of personal conviction should be commended. However, those who chose
not to attend the rally simply because they did not want to miss class must
ask themselves: will they be in the stands on Feb. 1?

Regardless of one’s political views on the State of Israel, there is no
doubting the country’s centrality in our lives as Jews. It is our homeland. Itis
our people. Israel is simply too great, too important not to have our
committment and our concern 100 percent of the time. She demands it of us.
We must demand it of ourselves.

Off to a Good Start

A hearty “yasher kochachem” to President Daniel Billig and the entire
YCSC executive board for conducting their first meeting publicly, allowing
participation and comments from any students in attendance. Although
YCSC may not have officially closed its meetings to students in years past,
thismarked the firsttimein recent history that the executive board publicly
announced the time and date of its meeting while simultaneously
encouraging all students to attend. Only time will tell if the elected
representatives will indeed serve the student body well; to their credit,
however, they have marked their tenure in office with a genuinely positive
beginning.
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Double Standard At the Caf

To the Editor:

Anybody who has spentaShabbos or
Yom Tov in Yeshiva and has eaten in the
cafeteria is probably aware that there are
two different prices. There is a student
price and a guest price. The latter of the
two is astronomically higher than the
former. This seemingly unjust price
system which might lead to questions of
“Ona’atMamon” andafailure to perform
the Mitzvah of “Hachnasos Orchim” is
openforalltosee. Whatisnotsoapparent
is who the University considers a guest.
A guestisnot only acomplete stranger to
Yeshiva University, but can also be
extended to include alumni, even if they
graduated as recently as the previous
year. Thus, for a recent graduate to
return to Yeshiva for a Shabbos could
become quite expensive. Also included
on the Yeshiva University guest list are
the Roshei Yeshiva. Recently, I was

informed that for a Rosh Yeshiva and
his wife to spend Rosh Hashana in
Yeshiva, officially cost $160. This year,
as it turns out, the manager of the
cafeteria was accommodating and
allowed them to eat at student rates;
however, official policyis thatthe Roshei
Yeshiva are guests. As such, SOY must
pay thousands of dollars each year to
makeSOY Shabbosos whichincludethe
inviting of Roshei Yeshiva and their
families. AretheRoshei Yeshivasimply
guest speakers that visit the Yeshiva on
aregularbasis? I donot know who sets
this policy, but it would seem to this
writer that this policy is something that
the University shouldbeashamedabout
and should therefore change it. The
prophet tells us, “The remnant of Israel
shall not do iniquity.”

Name Witheld Upon Request
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Now that over 28% of YU male
undergraduataattendtheSySymsS&ool

Commentatorhasdeadedthatlnshlghtlme
tostarta Sy Syms section or mini-section, if
youwill. Thenew mini-section, whichwill
appear every two issues, will highlight
SSSB eventsand feature stories pertaining
to the business school. i

section features opening remarks from
the President of SSSB, Ziv Mendelsohn

From the Editor

of Business, the governing board of The "

This inaugural issue of the Sy Syms :

(also known as the YCSC VP, for

Business Affalrs) who has encouraged
and aided our efforts towin thestudents
of SSSB some well-deserved
recognition in the pages of The
Commentator. Ziv, as SSSB President,
has pledged his continued support to
the SSSB section and with his help; The.
Commentator will continue to serve as
the representative voice of the entire
“Main Campus” student body, both
YC and SSSB ahke ey

MosheI Kmderlehrer Eraeve

Counterpoint: Turkey;"
A Success Story

by Nachum Lamm

For the past twenty years, the
Counterpoint Program has brought YU
students to such places as Australia,
South Africa, and Canada to teach local
communities about Judaism. This
summer, the program was brought to
Istanbul, Turkey.

Attention waslastfocused ontheJews
of Turkey in 1992 on the 500th
anniversary of the expulsion of Jews
from Spain and their subsequent
welcome into Turkey. A number of
programs commemorating these events
wereheldinYUthatyearand the Turkish
ambassador visited the YU Museum’s
exhibit on Sephardic Jewry. Then,
according to Rabbi M. Mitchell Serels,
the Director of Sephardic Community
Programs, a recognition was reached
that religion also had to be stressed for
the Turkish Jewish community. Even
the Turkish government saw the
strengthening of Turkish Jews’ Judaism
as a positive idea.

The Jewish community of Turkey
numbers about 25,000; the vast
majority located in Istanbul. Outside
of Israel, it is one of the largest Jewish
communities in the Mediterranean
area.ltwastherethatthird year RIETS
student Naftali Haleva began teaching
Judaism. Haleva, now studying in the
Gruss Institute in Jerusalem, stated
that his goal was to get the Jewish
youth in Turkey to become more
“enthusiastic and motivated” toward
their religion, and to show that a
religious lifestyle is not “primitive”.

AccordmgtoRabblSerels,theTurklsh
Jewish community is very integrated
into general Turkish society, and one of
the goals of the program was to show
that people can be religious while, at the
same time, participating in the

community around them. In January of
thispastyear, Halevaapproached Rabbi
Aaron S. Tirschwell, Coordinator of the
Counterpoint programs, for help in
“formalizing” the seminars he had been
conducting for one and a half years.
Rabbi Tirschwell pointed out that, as
opposed toCounterpoints and Seminars,
whichoccurduring theyearand inwhich
students were brought to “vacation
areas," this program would be held in
the summer, when most of the Istanbul
Jewishcommunity would bevacationing
inthe”suburbs.” Therefore, the program
would be brought to them.

Haleva and six other students spent
much of July and August teaching
various topics of Judaism including
Bible, Hebrew, JewishIdentity,and other
subjects to about 800 children, as well as
adultsinthelstanbularea. The program
was similar to that of the high school
Seminars, but specially adapted to the
Turkishcommunity. Inaddition, Haleva
said a goal was to teach young adults in
the community to lead such programs,
in the hope that Turkey’s Counterpoint
program would go the way of that of
South Africa, which became “self-
sufficient” in teaching Judaism to South
Africans. Educational aspects of this
programwere arranged by Rabbi Serels,
while Rabbi Tirschwell coordinated the
morepracticalaspects. The programwas
jointly funded by YU, the Jewish
community of Turkey, and the Memorial
Foundation for Jewish Culture.

Rabbis Serels, Tirschwell,and Haleva
agreed that for a first time program,
Counterpoint: Turkey had gone well.
Many of the participants gained more
enthusiasm for their Judaism, with one
participant now considering attending
YU. Haleva has a program prepared for
nextyear, and hehopes that the Seminar
will be repeated annually.

Need Extra Income?

TUTORS NEEDED
YESHIVA COLLEGE WRITING CENTER
1o apply, please contact Mrs.
Rosenblum in Furst 202 as soon as
possible, Monday, Tuesday, or
Thursday afternoons.
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RIETS Registration Fee
Skyrockets

by Meir Zeitchik

Of the various changes waiting for
Yeshiva University students as they
returned from their summer vacation,
one of the more striking ones was a
registration fee increase for RIETS
students. The fee, which has held
constant for the past several years,
jumped this year from $175 to $500, an
increase of almost 300%.

The exact reasons for this dramatic
increase remain hazy. Neal Harris,
Acting Director of Student Finances,
responded to this question by simply
saying, “We just implement, we don’t
make decisions,” and Sheldon Socol,
Vice President for Business Affairs, failed
toreturn several messagesinquiring into
the matter.

Rabbi Zevulun Charlop, head of the
RIETS program, attempted to explain
the situation: “There has not been an
increase in many years,” he explained,
and suggested that due to the budget
deficits in the university, RIETS “must
hold up our end in registration offices,
administrative offices and the like.”

Many students, however, remain
skeptical about this sudden need to
support various offices in YU. “This
increase is both unfair and unjust,”
commented one RIETS student who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
“Students who wish to dedicate
themselves to learning Torah on a full-
time basis should not be subjected to
these absurd fees.” Rabbi Charlop
responded by saying that “Ican’t believe
this fee is prohibitive in this day and age,
but if it’s really a problem for someone,
we would find a way to try to help him.”
Another RIETS student remarked that
while he was angered by the increase,
“this is the only yeshiva in the world, as
far as I know, which grants stipends to

unmarried Kollel students. While the
registration fee is frustrating, it must be
kept in perspective.”

However, there is more at stake here
than the relatively simple issue of an
expensive registration fee. There is a
growing sentiment among many
students that a more serious tuitionisin
the works, and this increase is simply
the administration’s way of readying
them for more draconian measures. “I
recognize and appreciate the
commitment of the yeshiva in general
and Rabbi Charlop in particular for
covering all smicha students’ costs as
well as bending over backward for
students who wish to attend Gruss,”
noted second year Smicha student Eitan
Mayer. “Still, I am concerned that the
escalating cost of registration is a
precursor for more serious increases in
the future.”

Rabbi Charlop, however, insists that
this is not a cause for alarm. “I don’t see
[registration fee raise] as a precursor at
all. On the contrary, this is a reasonable
response on the part of RIETS to avoid
implementing a tuition. It’s
unconscionable for the University to be
carrying such a large deficit while we
say that we're not going to budge no
matter what.”

Some students recognize the conflict
the university has in attempting to
support Torah scholarship while
reducing their deficit, but still disagree
with the approach it has taken. Third
year smicha student Yaakov Blau
commented, “I acknowledge the need
for a tuition of some sort; after all, the
yeshiva does provide for an excellent
opportunity to learn as well as assist
smicha students in finding jobs. But call a
spadeaspade. One hundred and seventy-
five dollars more than covers the cost of
registration; this is a tuition fee.”



CALENDAR
EVENTS

Sunday, October 23
YCSC Fall Student Council Open
Meeting, 9:00 pm - Morg 201

Monday, October 24
Sy Syms Reception, 8 pm

Thursday, October 27
Freshman Elections, Club Hour

Tuesday, November 1

Last Day to Drop A Course Without
Notation On Record.

Last Day To Withdraw with Partial
Tuition Refund.

Election Day

YU Students

for Israeli
Soldier

Over 30 YU students took part in a
late afternoon demonstration on behalf
of then-held captive Israeli soldier
Nachshon Waxman z"I last Thursday.
Standing in front of the PLObuilding on
65th St. on the East Side of Manhattan,
the demonstrators joined together in
Tehillim and songs, praying for the safe
release of the soldier. They also held up
Israeli flagsand signsforall the television
cameras present and local passers-by to
see, both calling for Waxman'’s release
and denouncing PLO Chairman Yasser
Arafat. Rabbi Avi Weiss, president of
Amcha - Coalition for Jewish Concerns,
therally’s sponsor, stated, “We are here
to offer prayers on behalf of our brother,
and to tell him and his family that we are
one with them.” He also called on
President Bill Clinton to intercede on
behalf of Waxman, an American citizen,
justas he had earlier for Michael Fay, the
American caned in Singapore. “The eyes
of the world are upon you, Mr.
President” Rabbi Weiss announced.
“Pick up the phone and tell Arafat, *Tell
your terrorist friends to release
Nachshon Waxman now."”

Yaakov Falk, a YC freshman,
remarked that the demonstration’s
actual chances of political impact did
not affect his decision to attend. “It’s
every Jew’sresponsibility todowhatever
he possibly can to save the life of another
Jew,” he said. YC Senior Daniel Rothner
agreed that “it’s important for us to do
as much as we can,” noting that
Waxman's plight had seemed to unify
all of Klal Yisrael. “It’s unfortunate,” he
said, “that we need a tragedy to unite
us.”

-- Commentator Staff

photo: YU Norman Goldberg
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Rabbi Lamm (right) presents Abe Guterman (center) with a symbolic chair in
appreciation of his endowing a Chair in Talmud. The newly endowed Chair will be
occupied by Rabbi Yonason Sacks (left).

Join Rally - Rabbi Sacks Named

to Guterman Chair

by Josh Epstein

Rabbi Yonason Sacks,a YU musmach,
and Rosh Hayeshiva in MYP, was
honoredinhistoric ceremony, in the Main
Beit Medrash this past Tuesday morning,.
Rabbi Sacks, the former YUHSMasmidim
Shiur Rebbe and the Rav of the Agudath
Israel of Passaic, was appointed the first
occupant of the Rav Elchanan Tzvi
Guterman Distinguished Lecturer in
Talmud Chair, donated by Mr. Abraham
Guterman in observance of the yarzheit
of his father. As President Lamm pointed
out in his address at the ceremony, the
occasion marked the first time an
alumnus of YU has endowed a chair in
honor of an alumnus, to be occupied by
yet another alumnus.

The Gutermans have had a long
association with Y.U. Rav Elchanan
Guterman was a member of the first
Smicha class of RIETS in 1907. His son
graduated in the second class of Yeshiva
College in 1933, and went on to become
the first Yeshiva University student to
be accepted into and graduate from
Harvard Law School. Currently, heisa
practicing lawyer in Scranton, Pa., the
community inwhich his father served as
aRav forfifty-sevenyears. Mr.Guterman
has been a long time benefactor of the
University and is a member of the Board
of Trustees. He previously dedicated a
chair for English Literature in memory
of his wife.

Chair First of Expected Four or Five

The endowment of a chair, as
explained by Rav Charlop, Dean of MYP,
involves the contribution of a sum of
money sufficient to defray a percentage
ofthesalary and benefits of theindividual
holding the chair over anumber of years.

‘The amount of endowment varies, but

in Mr. Guterman’s case, The
Commentator has learned that the
contribution approximated “$1 million
plus.” This is the first of four or five
chairs that are expected to be donated
this yearin MYP and RIETS. President
Lamm was was responsible for the
decision toactivateachair and allot it to
a worthy individual, after consulting
with the dean of that school. Often the
donor will aid in the decision, wishing
to support a certain type of teacher or
Rabbi. Mr. Guterman praised President
Lamm’s appointment of Rav Sacks by
saying,“If my father were herehewould
be delighted at the selection of Rabbi
Sacks for he will honor and glorify the
memory of my father, as a scholar fit to
carry on the Guterman tradition.”

The ceremony was attended by
virtually all of Rav Sacks’ colleagues,
the Rabbeim of MYP as well as many
guests and students. Rav Charlop
and‘President Lamm both spoke,
extolling the virtues of Rav Sacks and
wishing him much success and
Harbatzos Torah in his new position.
Rav Sacksthenspoke of his philosophy
to use his learning as more than an
intellectual pursuit, but rather as an
opportunity to share his insights and
teach others. He also thanked Mr.
Guterman for giving him the
opportunity to pass the torch, and
disseminate Torah to the masses as the
late Rav Guterman had.

After he was presented by President
Lamm with a glass-encased mini-chair
as a symbol of gratitude from the
institution, the dedication was
concluded with a description by Mr.
Guterman of somehis fondest memories
of his father.

"Deceiving"’

by Daniel Rubin

Yeshiva University’s academic
reputationhasdropped sixteen notches,
according to U.S. News & World Report’s
annual survey of America’s colleges.
After ranking 91st last year, YU now
ranks 107th out of 227. University
officials say the statistics are of no
consequence.

The ratings were achieved by taking
sixfactorsinto consideration: selectivity
(acceptance rate), faculty resources,
financial resources, graduationrate,and
twosubjective determinations: academic
reputation and alumni satisfaction. The
survey then employed, according to
Director of PublicRelationsDavid Rosen,
“a voodoo formula that is supposedly
scientific,” through which a percentile
wascreated,and the colleges were placed
into one of five tiers. Harvard ranked
first, with a percentile of 100.0.

Rosen and YC Assistant Dean Avery
Horowitz both gave numerous
explanations for their limited concern
over YU’s poor showing. Rosen dubbed
therankingsa “national beauty contest,”
having almost no mathematical value at
all. He suggested that some academics
who vote for the magazine’s study have
their secretaries fill out the ballots if they
are too busy.

Additionally, Horowitz and Rosen
claimed that it is illogical and unfair to
compare therelatively minuscule YU to
colleges that have enrollments of over
fifty thousand students. They felt
confident that YU's targetaudience, G-d
fearing Jews seeking a top-notch
education in limudei kodesh as well as in
secular studies, wouldbe undaunted by
thesurvey, since for them YU is the best
choice anyway.

Among the other statistics included
inthe U.S. News probe was the average
SAT score for all students in a given
college. YU'’s average score last year
was 1188, afiguresimilar tothose of first
tier colleges. Another staggeringstatistic
was the amount of money spent on the
educational program per student at YU:
$22,724, a figure on par with a Top 25
college.

Poor Graduation Rate Attributed To
Israel Non-returnees

The survey, which did not list the
percentage of a university’s graduate
school applicants accepted to
professional schools, did put YU’s
graduationrate (percentage of freshman
from YU who graduate from YU) at an
alarmingly low 61 percent. Horowitz
immediately called thenumber “a joke,”
citing that many students who go to
yeshiva in Israel through YU officially
become freshmen of YU. Uponreturn to
America they take their credits
elsewhere, thus having a dramatic and
deleterious effect on the graduationrate.
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New Registrar
Upgrading
System

by Menashe Schapiro

by Michael Spivak

Since its inception, YU’s official
student radio station, WYUR, has been
faced with a serious problem common
to many university radio stations: not
enough listeners. One of the causes of
the problem, admits station director
Steve Unterberg, has been the “lack of
a serious atmosphere” in the
broadcasting booth over the years.
Unterberg promises that this year’s
WYUR will be “an energetic new”
student radio station which will capture

In what could prove to have a major
impact on student life, the University is
now drafting proposals for a new
computer system that would replace the
antiquated systems currently in place,

i &
and pave the way for possible telephone £
registrationsystem. Thecurrentsystem §

has separate systems in every major
office operating without a direct
computer hookup between them,
causing a person to have to shuttle
between offices to obtain the most basic
information. The proposals all call for
an integration of all the main systems,
enabling more efficient operations, as
well as enhancing student services.
Spearheading the search for an
adequate systemisformer YCand RIETS
graduate Melvin H. Davis, recently
appointed to the newly created position
of Director of Enrollment Management.
Since he assumed his duties, small
changes in the current system and
registration processwereinstituted, like
being able to call in or fax a change of
courses during the summer, as well as
enhanced academic advisement.
Compared to what is needed though,
these are just minor adjustments.
According to Davis, “The entire student
service system is in desperate need of
revamping” with the slowness of the
existing hardware a major complicating
factor. For instance,heand YC Associate
Dean Horowitz currently share the same
port, which means that they cannot access
their computers at the same time.  Davis
would like to see theinstallation of a system
that would handle numerous functions
simultaneously, with a focus on student
advisement modules that would provide
each student, prior to regjstration, with a
printoutof whatheneedstotaketofulfillhis
course obligations. The student would be
made aware of where he stands within the
university, and his burden to seek course
approval will hopefully be lessened.

Phone Registration -- Not Yet

Already two major companies have
made presentations, with further
discussions expected in the near future.
However, it would still take time to
institute the plan. “The phase-in process
should take over a year to complete,”

New YC Registrar and Enrollment
Manager, Melvin H. Davis

explains Davis, with many details to be
ironed out. The most important detail,
funding, is not a question mark, for
Davis has been assured by the
Administration that it “Supports the
idea and recognizes the costinvolved.”
With all that is planned, however, he
feels that significant progress can be
made without phone registration. “I
see phoneregistration as aluxury down
the line,” he stated, noting that
telephones do not make suitable
substitutes for the various academic
deans, thereby being of littleassistance
to those who need personal guidance,
or to those who have been locked out of
a course and need to over- tally, like
seniors who need a specific course to
graduate. Even without phone
registration, Davis feel major strides
canbe made inalleviating the jungle of
bureaucratic paperwork that seems to
be commonplace for anyone needing
assistance from any of the main offices.

YCSC President Daniel Billig feels
that phone registration should be, in his
words, “pushed to a priority,” and
suggested that “inaddition tostudying
different proposals we should study
how other universities deal with it.” If
funds are short in the total package to
includephoneregistration, Billigwould
like to offer ways to help fund it. “In
terms of money we can raise it,” says
Billig expressing its importance to the
future of student life. He wants to
impress upon the Administration that
the benefits of a telephone registration
process far exceeds its potential
problemsand thatany system would be
incomplete without it. Billigexpects to
continue to vigorously push for its
implementation, but he regrets that in
all probability the new system willbein
place only well after his tenure.
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the student body’s imagination with
alternativemusicand morelively shows
such as the popular “Fill-in-the-Blank”
show with Eli Duker, and “Levphones.”

When asked for a target on-air date,
Unterberg stated that he had originally
hoped for a starting date sometime this
week, but said that damage to electronic
equipmentwould forcehim to postpone
the date for at least another week.
Unterberg said that a technician had
examined the damage to an amplifier
and said that it had been completely
“sizzled.”

Confusion About Cause of Damage

However, there was some confusion
as to what had caused an important
electronic board in the studio to short
out. Program Director Aron Rabinowitz
told The Commentator that “somebody
might have been irresponsible and left
the window open,” and that “someone
got into the room and messed around
with a lot of things.”

Faculty Adviser Hal Tannenbaum,
however, gave a completely different
version of events. He categorically
denied that anybody had gained entry
to the broadcasting booth during the
summer, and also stated that “no
windows were leftopen, nordidanyone
come through any open window.” He
said that the damage to the electronic
board in question wassome “wet wires”
but would not say what the cause of this

WYUR Slow To Air

moisture was. In addition, he said that
all keys to the room had been accounted
for, and that “nothing is missing from
the studios of WYUR.”

Program Director Rabinowitz said
that at the October 10 WYUR board
meeting many halachic issues were
dicussed regarding the music selections
to be played this year. “There is one
Rabinnic opinion that music is not
allowed atall,” says Rabinowitz. It was
agreed that there would be no “znus”
(which Rabinowitz says is a very vague
term)and no “avoda zara” on the air. In
addition, Rabinowitz stated that songs
with sexually explicit lyrics would not
be played.

One of the many new features to
WYURthisyear, says Rabinowitz, is the
addition of a news director, who will
direct the broadcasting of periodic
bulletins concerning YUnewsas well as
national news. WYURalsoplanstoaira
monthlyaddressby the StudentCouncil
presidents of both YC and SCW. As
well, another telephone line has also
been installed in the WYUR studio.

Station Director Unterberg explained
some of the intricacies of the WYUR
broadcasting system and cleared up
some misconceptions about the method
the station uses tobring the signal to the
studentbodies of bothYCand SCW. The
signal from the broadcasting booth,
explains Unterberg, is sent to Belfer Hall.
From there it is sent via telephone wire
to thebasement transmitters of the three
Main Campus dormitories and to
Brookdale Hall in midtown Manhattan.
From the basement transmitters, the
signal goes through radio wires (not
telephonewires, as is widely thought by
many students) in the wall. Therefore, a
radio receiver whichis plugged into the
wall would geta superior signal relative
to a portable Walkman. Unterberg also
stated that students who wrap their
radios in telephone cords to better their
reception are accomplishing nothing by
their actions.

YU Course Catalog Way Overdue

by Michael J. Belgrade

AsYUenters the 1995 academic year,
students at both the undergraduate and
graduate schools still have no choice
but to use course catalogs with outdated
descriptions, major, and minor
requirements. The new undergraduate
catalog should have come out over a
year ago; unfortunately, it will not
appear for another six months.

Students and professors have
suggested that the absence of the
catalog shows a general disregard for
academic concerns in a period when
the University is seeking to develop a
better academic reputation. The
technical aspects of writing the catalog
have also been criticized. Dr. Ruth A.
Bevan, chairperson of the Political
Science department, has said she
would have liked more time to have
thoroughly checked through the old
catalog in revising it.

New Catalog More “User Friendly”
BertJacobsen, the project coordinator
for the catalog in the Public Relations

Department, says thatchanges havebeen
made in order to make the catalog more
“user friendly” for the student, with
specificattention to the sections on major
requirements and course descriptions.
Students using the old catalog have to
refer to one section for course
descriptions and another for the
requirements of the various majors. To
minimize the confusion, thenew catalog
will consolidate these sections. A new
list of course descriptions, eliminating
thenames of courses that no longer exist,
will also be provided.

Former Dean Rosenfeld Assigned
To Task

Vice President for Academic
Affairs Dr. William Schwartz has
assigned Dr. Norman Rosenfeld, the
previous YCdean, the task of editing
the catalog in its final stages. The
catalog will then go back to Public
Relations where, afterall the changes
are made, it will be published.
Jacobsen says he will be “quite
surprised” if his department finishes
its work by mid-November.
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by Oren Keiser

Without much fanfare, a momentous
event in the annals of YCSC history took
place in the second floor lounge of
Morgenstern Hall on Sunday, October 9,
when twenty students attended the first
open board meeting in recent memory,
kicking off what YCSC President Daniel
Billigpromises to be a very different kind
.of student council.
~ Central to Billig’s agenda is

‘increasing communication between
students and their elected leaders.
‘He has proposed creating a “room-
to-room”. information service, in

issues were being addressed by

students.. He further hopes that

‘leaders, making the leaders more
_visible and effective. . = ;

The meeting also included
-discussion ofanewoversightand audit

sTreasurer: Chaim Leffel, for funds
‘distributed to'the various clubs and

Open YCSC Student
Council Meeting

also being mveshgated
‘which the sixteen members of the : - ;
'YCSC board will visit one floor of

‘the residence halls once a month
and spend some time talkingto as -
many students as possible. TFach
‘month, the board members would' ’_'_‘z_
‘inform 'the students about what -

: from students

'YCSC and, Billig hopes, to find out .
what issues are bothenng the -

‘the visits will give the studentsa
:chance to meet their student -

-system, suggested by Billig and YCSC
“listen, but they w1ll be around and “

student activities. The council
members also addressed student
representation on the Academic
Standards and Curriculum committees
and proposed ammeéndments ‘to the
YCSC constitution to ensure smoother
elections.

Billig offered 1deas on how 'to
provide study areas that will remain
open later than the. hbrary, such’ as
‘moving the TV lounge to- the’ Morg:
Basement and converting'the’ present
TV room intoa study hall.'‘Additional
hours for the pool and MSAC and: af'
proposal for a new. phone syst "

assertlveness

make posuwe thmg
around here.” - At

SSSBJunior Davxd Rudltzky said, I‘-_
truly expect YCSC to be m cal:
this-year. I'm not sure if anyonetmlli‘

makmg noise.”

Reunion
Dinner to

by Ephraim Leibtag

Asdonelastyear, the 25thanniversary
alumni reunion for Yeshiva College will
again take place this year in conjunction
with the annual Yeshiva University
Board of Directors dinner. The dinner
will take place the evening prior to the
University’s commencement exercises.
Taking the lead from other universities
with similar arrangements, Dr. Herbert
Dobrinsky, Vice President for University
Affairs, initiated this new plan to
encourage financial contributions from
the alumni attending the 500 dollars per
couple dinner. This arrangement also
made it more convenient for those
alumni coming from outside the New
York area to attend thereunion, Board of
Directors dinner, and graduation
ceremonies all in one twenty-four hour
period.

In previous years, the reunion was
held on the YUcampusat anearlier date
and included a campus tour and a
reception in Weissberg Commons at a
cost of 50 dollars per person. Director of
Alumni Affairs, Mrs. Toby Weiss,
believes that “this new arrangement of
combining the reunion and dinner was
done in order to give the alumni an
opportunity to meet the YU personnel
and Administration,” and that “the

at Board
Continue

alumni can and should support the
University.” This past year, Dr. Lamm
spoke to the alumni at their reception,
held right before the Board of Directors
Dinner, and several the alumni were
recognized and honored at the dinner
itself.

69' YC Alumni Upset Over Reunion

Many members of last 'years 25th
anniversary classwereupsetby thisnew
arrangement. One member of the class
deemed it “a horrible idea” and feels
that a “reunion should not be a
fundraiser.” The two main complaints
werethehigh price of thedinner and the
scheduling of the reunion on a weekday
in the early evening when many alumni
are still at work. Attendance at the
dinner-reunion was low, with less than
25%ofthealumniattendingascompared
tothe 50% attendancerate at reunionsin
previous years.

To try to increase the turnout this
year, Dr. DobrinskyandMrs. Weiss have
decided toreduce the price of thedinner
for the alumni to half of the regular
price, making it 250 dollars per couple.
Theyhopethat through thisgesturethey
willhavealargerattendanceatthis year’s
dinner and make people more
comfortable in supporting their alma
mater.
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YCSC Shabbos A Success

Nearly 200 YC students stayed in for
the first Shabbos of the year -- the YCSC-
sponsored Orientation Shabbaton.
Highlighted by a Friday night tisch
hosted by Rosh Yeshiva Rav Goldwicht,
the students attending the Shabbaton
were able to hear divrei Torah from Rav
Yitzchok Cohen and MYP Mashgiach
Rav Blau. Also, YCSC President Daniel
Billig and The Commentator’s Editor-in-
Chief Moshe Kinderlehrer delivered
the divrei Torah at Shabbos lunch and

Friday night supper respectively. After
havdalah, a Melave Malka with dancing,
music, and food was held in the Morg
Lounge.

Billig, attending his first-ever Shabbos
on campus, expressed tremendous
satisfaction with theturnoutatthe YCSC-
sponsored Shabbaton and strongly
registered his desire to sponsor more
Shabbatonim in the future.
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Dr. Beukas, Facuftjf Advisor to YCDS

New Committee to
Govern YCDS

by Benyamin Cohen

In a radical departure from previous
policies, the University Administration
has created a committee to determine
which productions the Yeshiva College
Dramatics Society will be allowed to
perform, attempting to put to rest some
of the ongoing controversy stirred by
YCDS in last year’s January 1994
production of “Lips Together, Teeth
Apart.”

Vice-President of Academic Affairs
Dr. William Schwartz claims that the
Administration has a right to form this
executive council. Citing the fact that the
Drama Society’s production is included
in a credit-bearing theater course,
Schwartz says, “We treat the

presentation by the Drama Society
~ technically and realistically as an
academic exercise.”

He also points out that the
“controversies of the past were
distractions” and by forming this
committee, it will prevent the “possible
threatsto theideology and sensitivity of
Yeshiva University and what it stands
for.”

“Lips Together, Teeth Apart”
touched on the theme of AIDS
awareness, drawing harsh criticism
from some students and Roshei
Yeshiva who deemed the topics to be
inappropriate for a YC production.
One rosh yeshiva was even reported
in The Commentator as having urged
his students to boycott the play.
Though posters were vandalized and
students were harassed, the
production did sell out:to pleased
crowds.

Aims To Stop the Backbiting

Schwartz says he wanted to stop any
backbiting nastiness that surrounded
YCDS. “You did have some concerns in
the University expressing dissatisfaction
in grave concern about the production,”
he noted.

Supporters of YCDS are
surprisingly upbeat about the new
council. Dr. Edward Levy, co-chair
of the Humanities Division at the

time the decision was reached, feels
that the committee will give the
Dramatics Society more legitimacy.
“Itwill protectthe academic freedom
of the Dramatics Society,” he said
during a phone interview last week.
Levy, himself a member of the
committee, believes that the new
system will protect YCDS against
censorship and university backlash.

Dr. Anthony Beukas, the faculty
advisorandartistic director of the theater
program at Yeshiva College since its
onset, isquite optimisticabouttheDrama
Society’s 30th anniversary season. In
the past, Beukas has been the target of
scathing personal attacks and
harassment for his commitment to
artistic freedom. Hehopes this year will
be different.

“I'm just doing what I always do,” an
enthused Beukas said, “I thinkit's going
to be a very positive year. I just feel it in
my bones.”

Money Still A Problem

In conjunction with theconfusionand
complexity of the new system, another
problem arose. According to the YCSC
constitution, “funds for the production
of Dramatics Society presentation shall
be obtained by allocation in the annual
budgetofStudentCouncil.” Apparently,
due to a severe miscommunication
between YCSC President Daniel Billig
and Schwartz, Billig was concerned that the
Administration was unlawfully tampering
with YCDS's budget. YC Interim Dean
Harold Nierenberg was rumored to have
cut off some of YCDS's budget.

During an open YCSC meeting on
October 9, YCSC Secretary Jeremy
Lustmanand Junior ClassPresident Eric
Berkowitz were chosen to meet with Dr.
Schwartztoresolve thesituation. During
a closed conference between the three
on Wednesday afternoon, Schwartz
insisted thatthe Administration wasnot
changing YCSC’s budget. He says he
assumed, in speaking to Dean
Nierenberg, that YCDS was either
searching for advice or formore funds,
inaddition to those already allocated by

continued on page 13
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- Rav Kahn: Best Dean
Would Bridge Two Worlds

continued from page one

that the Decanal Search Committee
would indeed be reconvened if Dr.
Lamm met with other prospective
deanship candidates.

According to sources within the

Admmlstratlon, Vice President for
Busmess Affairs Dr.Sheldon Socol, also
a committee member, has strongly
pushed for the selection of a non-

Orthodox candidate, in the hopes that

sucha deanwouldle ater prestige

Repeated calls t

sied: Commentator from 1969—70 Durlngl'“s_,

mic reputation.”
Socol forcomment i
were left unremi-ned :

:f'_ students 'voc:.femusly protested - the

Though Dr. Feit would not
comment on his candidacy, he
admitted that as a faculty member

_itwas “awkward” tocommence the

semester with no permanent dean
in place. He said that most YC
professors had expected to return
from the prolonged summer break:
to find a permanent dean already"

'fmstalled Feitexpressed confldence,‘:
~in Dean Ad-Interim Nierenberg and:
'recogmzed that “it is far more:

important” to choose the nght man.
or the job than to rush the  process..
Political Science expert Bernard:
ires 'ne,45 ‘was edxtor-m—chiefof

s-._'_ Madda: controﬁersy as'

; ”'constructlon of Belfer Hall and the

feet in both

s essfully in'the eyes of Hashem and

‘people 1f no.one could be found to

meet_ those: requlrements ‘Rav.Kahn

“would rather havea goy,” whowould

mm:ewmmrrm

‘mistaken for a representahve of Torah ¥
- teaching one class a week in

U‘Madda‘ el
o rook_ljm-born and ralsed with a
b'ackgmund Dr Carl Feit, a

adda]” would ‘

is invasion of foreign elements into the
~ Yeshiva campus. Anger was sparked
- when one professor made some

disparaging remarks about the
historical significance of Chanukah.
The increased student activism of the
Vietnam War era resulted in the
formationofa Senate, granting students
more control over their education.
Firestone, who continued his
educationattheCityUniversity of New
York, is now a popular associate dean
at Hofstra University while also

international politics in YC. He has
written extensively on Middle East

 affairs and lives in Kew Garden Hills, |
y ~ Queens. He would comment neither.
e on the search proceedmgs nor on hls
."5-3 - candidacy. 4

Claude Schochet ongmally of_A;

Southfield, Michigan is chairpersonof

'. : the Math Department at Wayne State

5 were unsuccessful

Jn;versxtymDetrmt Attempts by The'
‘ommentator to contact Dr Schochet
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Who Lives There?

Students From Less Travelled Regions

by Jeremy Fine

Ever stopped for a cocktail in
Champaign, Illinois? Joel Jacobson has.
How about flagging down an elephant
to take you to school instead of a taxi?
Richard Rubin has.

Yeshiva University has always
boasted an eclectic array of students in
the past years. However, this year’s is
more diverse than ever before. Students
from distant and unusual places
including South Africa, France, Syria,
Switzerland, Sweden, Tennessee,
Indiana and Texas, opted to journey far
from home to the lavish suburb of
Washington Heightsand takeadvantage
of the countless fringe benefits that
Yeshiva University has to offer. Let’s
meet some of these unique individuals
and take a quick peek into the windows
of their lives.

A Jew from South Africa is not so
unusual. That is only true if they are
from Johannesburg, but what about
Durban? Durban is a small town near
the coast of Africa that accommodates
1000 Jewish families with shuls and
schoolsforJewish children throughhigh
school. Although the number of
orthodox Jews in Durban is sparse,
Richard pronounces that theBaal Teshuva
movement is growing. Rabbi Ian
Azizollahof, who received his Semicha
from RIETS, is the man responsible for

- thetown’s phenomenal religious growth.
It was Rabbi Azizollahof who
encouraged Richard to attend YU.
Richard, who comes from a place where
soccer is football, football is rugby, and
baseballiscricket, RubinadmitsthatYU

is quite a culture shock.

Just last month David Bolog was
skiing over the lake in the backyard of
his home in Zurich, Switzerland, this
month he has been racing down the
subway steps to make the next train.

Zurich is a beautiful, quaint town in
Switzerland whose 6,000 Jews are split
into three distinct communities - the
Agudaniks, the Yekkes, and the
traditional. With shuls, shteibels, youth
groups, two Jewish high-schools, two
kosher restaurants, and one kosher
bakery, Zurich is most amenable to
Orthodox Jews. The Bolog family owns
and operates the bakery, a factory of
baked goods which services the entire
Swiss Jewish community.

Although Zurich doesn’t lack appeal,
David points out that the trend in his
generation s toleaveinsearchof greater
excitement. Those who leave go to
England, Israel, and America. David
likes New York and YU, for he states, “1
enjoy being with Jews, many relatives,
and Ilike the fact thatIgota year’s credit
for my year in Israel. However, with
water skiing and all varieties of snow
activities available to him in his
backyard, David definitely intends to
return to Switzerland.

He Hails From Champaign

Champaign, Illinois? Where's that?
Don’t worry, you're not alone. Joel
Jacobson comes from one of three
Orthodox families living inChampaign,
a city of approximately one-hundred
thousand people. Unfortunately, there
are no Jewish schools in the city. As a
result, Joel’s parents were forced to

educate him in limudei hakodesh at
home. The most popular (and probably
the only) shul in Champaign, is in the
Hillel Houseat the University of Illinois.
Joel walks forty-five minutes toand from
shul, not to condition himself for the
basketball team, (althoughitis anadded
incentive), but rather to maintain his
identity as a frum Jew, of which is less
than .0005 percent of his city’s
population. Joel has adjusted well in
New Yorkandisespecially pleased tobe
able to socialize with so many people
like him, instead of always being that
one person standing out in the crowd.
“My favorite aspect of Yeshiva
University are the people and the
friendly atmosphere...justbeing withso
many Jews is incredible.”

Justeast of the Mississippi River lies
South Bend, Indiana--thehome of Notre
Dame. The size of the city is similar to
that of Champaign, but it has thirty to
forty Orthodox families, a Jewish day
school and even a Beit Midrash. Aaron
Lerman, ajunior, grew upinSouthBend.
Aaron attended theJewish school there,
but after eighth grade went toareligious
high school in Milwaukee. “I was
considering a few universities, butI for
the most part I knew I wanted to attend
YU.” The Jewish community in South
Bend is close knit and the relatively few
frum families there work together to
maintain their frum lifestyle.

The United States of Americabears the
nickname, “themelting potofallnations;”
likewise, Richard Rubin, Joel Jacobson,
Aaron Lerman, and David Bolog are
among the many defining YU as the “the
melting pot for all Jewry.”

A Tale of Time Management -- Two Unusual Schedules

by Isaac Sasson

Among students, faculty,.and
administrators of universities across the
United States, Yeshiva University
studentsareoften noted withdistinction.
Thisdoes notstem from our non-existent
ivy covered buildings, or from our
undefeated football team, butrather from
the unique dual curriculum which all

undergraduate students must
impressively satisfy. However, on
campus, some have accepted

responsibilities above and beyond the
daily routine which distinguish them
from the rest.

JakeRosenberg,a YCJunior,hasmuch
in common with many other YC
students: he learned for a year in Israel,
he spends his mornings in Rav
Bronspeigel’s shiur, and he is a biology
major. What makes Jake different is his
schedule. “A lot of people call me crazy
for taking Organicchemistry and Physics
in the same semester,” comments Jake.
“But the truth of the matter is I am only
taking three classes - bad classes - but
not that may.” This may not seem very
impressive unless you know that Jake is
also plays on the varsity basketball team.

Jake’s day begins at 800 AM and
ends nineteen hours later at 3:00 AM.

Each day after shiur, Jake completes his
classes by 5 and does homework until
basketball practice at 7:30. After practice
thestudyingbegins. Jakeadmits thathe
still has time to talk on the phone and
‘mess’ around, but he expects thatinthe
future his social life will suffer.
“Basketball has a set schedule and I
cannot ignore my school work. I guess
that I will just have to make my phone
calls at2 am.”

Most people probably think that Jake
has bit off more than he can chew. Jake,
however, seems confidentinhisabilities.
“I am not sure how this whole thing is
going to work out. I have complete
confidence in myself. ‘I am taking a
class and I am going to do well.” That’s
the way you have to think of it.”

‘Chaim’ (a pseudonym), is making his
debutontheuptowncampusafterspending
two years in Yeshivat Sha’alvim. He is an
Economics major who plans to attend
medical school aftercompleting YU in two
years. Asidefromhisfullcourseload,Chaim
has set for himself a four-hour night seder -
a formidable goal for even the bravest of
students.

After the completion of Rav
Rosensweig’s shiur at 3:00, Chaim
attends classes until 6:30 pm. “I waste
some time during the day,” commented

Chaim. “Between 6:30 and my first
chavrusa at 8pm, I should be studying.
Ithasn’tworked outthatway.” Between
8:00 and midnight Chaim has two
chavrutot, and by 3AM he is in bed.
As the year progresses and the
intensity increases, Chaimdoesnotplan
oncuttingintohis nightseder. “Youcan
never tell,butThopenotto,” addsChaim.
“Idon’tthinkitisarealistic goal tobegin

homework atmidnight. ThewayIseeit, -

is if I push myself now, evenif I cutinto
night seder down the line, I will still be
left with some substantial time for
learning.”

Chaim does not think very much of
his accomplishment. “There must be
more than 100 guys in the Beis Medrash
from8to12. Rightnowitiseasy todowhen
thereisnowork. Idon’tknowifIwillbeable
tokeep it up, but people do it.”

Asmuchas]akeand Chaimdownplay
their time management feats, they are in
equal disbelief when notified of each
other’s schedules. Jake could notbelieve
thatsomeone on campushasafourhour-
night seder. “After my four hours of
homework - I'm done, but he didn't
even begin.” Similarly, Chaim, being
pre-med, could not imagine that
someone is able to tackle Orgo and
physicsandstillhavetimeforbasketball.

The Road Less
Travelled:
Students Qutside
the Mainstream

{The Commentatorf
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Our Eldest Freshman

A 64 Year-Old Man Pursuing His Dream

by Ari Hirt

Meet Maurice Torgoman, a freshman
at Yeshiva College. He takes JSS courses
in the mornings and studies Principles
of Biology, Freshman English
Composition and Computer Science in
the afternoons.

Wait a minute! Can anyone bear to
read thisarticle aboutaboring freshman
undergraduate at Yeshiva University?
Who really cares? Maybe,though, one
additional fact should be mentioned -
one tiny, insignificant detail. Maurice
Torgoman is 64 years old; sixty-four
years of age and starting his first of an
expected four years at Yeshiva
University.

Forty-six years ago Maurice was
enrolled ina five-year medical program
known as PCB (physics, chemistry,
biology). Two years before completing
the program, Maurice and his family
were forced to move to England. He
wished to complete his medical degree
in England, but the local English
university wasonly willing to granthim
one year’s worth of transfer credit from
France. Maurice, unwilling to repeat
twoyears of classes, said “no thankyou,”
and abandoned his science education.
Torgomanpromptlyenrolledina Textile
vocational school, and tilltoday Maurice
has been an employee of the textlle
industry. i

Maurice Torgoman, married with
three children, has always carried
twogoalsinlife. One - to strengthen
his religious discipline through
education; and two - to finish what
he began. By enrolling as a full-time
undergraduate student in the James
Striar School and Yeshiva College,
Maurice feels that he could complete
both aspirations.

Torgoman calls the moming Torah
classes in JSS his “main project.”
“Unfortunately, where I come from,”
Torgoman explains, “following my
religiousneeds was very difficult; I never
had the opportunity to delve into the
religion the way I have allowed my
children.”

In his afternoons, Maurice is busy
juggling the full slate of secular classes.
OnMondaysand Wednesdayshelabors
overEnglishCompositionand concludes
theday withDr. Carl FeitinIntroduction
toBiology. On Tuesdays and Thursdays
his fingers punch the keyboard in
Introduction to Computer Science and
then teaches his tongue to speak a new
language in Elementary Arabic. On
Thursdays he also takes Biologylab from
6:30 - 10:00 PM, making it his longest of
days.

However, Maurice is taking the
required pre-med courses on the
hopes that it will be temporary.
Torgoman'’s transcripts from France
are presently being translated and
evaluated for credit. However,
Maurice intends to complete all the
requirements if necessary.

When a student with an unusual
background enrolls at any
undergraduate school, itis a concern as
to how the student will be treated and

accepted by the administration, faculty,
and fellow students. Thus far, Maurice
lauds his treatment so far. His family is
also very supportive of his undertaking.
“They are flabbergasted,” exclaims
Maurice, “because they know I want
this, but they did not expect me to fight
so hard to get here.”

AlthoughTorgomanisahusband and
a father of three, he refuses any special
treatment or leniencies on his behalf. In
fact, Maurice even wishes to fulfill the
regular physical education requirement.
He is currently enrolled in volleyball.
“There is only one problem,” decries
Maurice, “volleyball is given too late at
night!”

Volleyball is too late for Maurice, not
for reasons of sleep, but because he has
a wife to go home to in Merrick, New
York. Maurice commutes each day by
train - a ride of two hours each way.
Torgoman, by way of his inordinate

enthusiasmand optimism does not allow
for the enduring train ride to act as a
deterrence. Excitedly he exclaims, “I
prefer the public transportation. This
way I am able to study on the train, do
workon the train, and even daven on the
train.”

The question everyone asks is why?
Whywould amanwhohas been working
in the textile industry for more than
forty years enroll at Yeshiva College?
ToMaurice, theanswer is simple: for the
education. To many this idea is baffling
and at the same time very refreshing.

AsMaurice concluded the interview
and stepped into his Biology
Laboratory at 6:30 in the evening, he
agreed to have his picture taken while
in action. But then he turned around
and with a playful laugh exclaimed,
“maybe you would like a picture of
me in action while smashing that
volleyball.”

nt: was unclear as of press time, though
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Editor-in-Chief Moshe Kinderlehrer and YCSC President Daniel Billig thanking

President’s Circle Member Shalom Lamm

President’s Circle Eager to Help

continued from page one

the Shavuot programs, and funding a
so-called Chesed fund run by the Office
of the Dean of Students for students
who cannot afford to pay tuition.
Recently, the President’s Circle just
committed $18,000 to help pay the
tuition of foreign studentsand sponsor
the breakfasts provided after the JSS
Minyan, as well as to pay some of the
expenses for the regular Shabbos
minyan in the Main Beit Midrash.
With the help of YCSC President
Daniel Billig, The Commentator contacted
the President’s Circle at the beginning of
the summer and submitted a detailed
proposalforupgrading thenewspaper’s
agingequipment, boughttwo and a half
years ago with money also provided by
the Circle. The requestwasapproved by
Lamm in late August and the money
was received in late September, just in

* Esrog Holders » ‘Torah Pointers « Megillahs o Menorahs « ‘Tzedukah Boxes

“fallaf Boards » CandlesticKs Kiddush Cu ps » Spice Boxes ® Mezuzahs

Dreidels = Hamsas » (

Original Artwork
o Handcrafted Silver
« Gift Iterfis for every occasion...

time to buy and install the new
equipment for use on the first issue.

Awareness of President’s Circle
Stressed

Lamm wants thestudentbody of YC
and SCW to be aware of the President’s
Circle and he welcomes student input
in allocating the money raised by the
Circle. “We're not very strict about
collecting membership fees,” explained
Lamm, “We have plenty of money, we
justhaveto find places to spend it. Our
biggest problem is in figuring out how
to spend the money that we have now.”
Students and student clubs with
promising ideas, he said, are more than
welcome to submit proposals to the
Circle. If the Circle approves the
proposal, “Wejust call upand themoney
is there,” claimed Lamm.

he Commentator
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AN IMPACT Rivide Lichstein

Evelyn Gellman

Teaneck, N7
(201) 692-1197

Call for an appointment!

October 19, 1994

Now that the hammers and nalls
have been put away, the almost -
completed renovations of Furst Hall
have stirred’ mixed reactions The
construction, which began during -
the summer, has now: shifted from
the: 'Max Stern Dlvxswn of
Communal Serv1ces (MSDCS) to

Academlc Adv1sement
Off To Good Start

by Oded E. Dashiff

With the start of the 1994-1995
academic year, the newly established
Academic Advisement Center of
Yeshiva College opened its doors
for the first time under the direction
of YC Assistant Dean Dr. Avery
Horowitz. Allfirst-time-on-campus
(FTOC) students were required to
meet with a faculty advisor prior to
registering for their courses.

Although  formal academic
advisement may be new to YC, it is a
programthathasbeeninexistenceatthe
Sy Syms School of Business almost since
the school’s inception. SSSB Assistant
Dean Ira Jaskoll, who directs academic
advisement at Sy Syms stated that
advising FTOC students is, “very
important and significant and is a step
in the right direction.” SSSB always
required new students to meet with

Assistant Dean Jaskoll prior to
registration. Jaskoll explained that
“if you advise now, there are less
problems later. Itis very important
to spend time with each student and
help him work out his schedule and
major.”

Dr. Horowitz explained that the
academic advisement itself proceeded
satisfactorily, but “the goal is to make it
an ongoing part of campus life.” While
the primary focus of the center at this
point in time is to assist new students in
the selection of courses, Horowitz hopes
that in the future, all students “will be
able to come down with any problem.”
Faculty advisors include Professors
Cwilich, Fulda,Karpishpan, Lee, Otway,
and Viswanathan.

Both YC as well as SSSB plan to make
the center accessible to all students and
able to offer assistance in a multitude of
areas in the near future.
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New High School Program Taking Shape

by Nicolas D. Muzin

Many studentsmayhave thoughttheir
classmates wearing ties on the firstday of
thesemesterweremerelyshowingrespect
forRoshChodesh,butseasoned observers
knew that it marked the kick-off of a
controversialnew programallowingMTA
students to take coursesin YC. The forty-
eightstudentprogramhasdrawncriticism
from the current president of YCSC as
well asfrommany students who feel that
the initiative is an attempt to bolster the
stending of the highschool at the expense
of the college.

Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr. William Schwartz dismisses the
complaints. “Nothing is as powerful as
an idea whose time has come,” he said,
quoting Victor Hugo. “MTA as a high
schoolpredates Yeshiva College,andsince
the two institutions are on the same
campus, it is only a logical extension of
thefeeder-school notionto allow the high
school students to partake of the vast
resources available in the college.”

The program involves students who
are taking a variety of elementary-level
courses in YC and SSSB, ranging from
computers and physics to the social
sciences. They participateinMYPshiurim,
as well as in IBC and JSS. The applicants
were assessed on the basis :of ability,
maturity, and commitment to learning.
In order to qualify they had to have a
minimum average of 85 and SAT score of
1200. They were then screened in two
separate interviews, first by departing
MTA principal Rabbi Gedalyah
Finkelstein and Vice-Principal Rabbi
Block, and then by Rabbi Michael
Shmidman, Dean of IBC/JSS and the
program’s coordinator.

The motivation for the program was to
improve the percentage of students who
gofromMTA to YUbybringing theminto

the system early. Approximately 40% of
MTA students planto go to YU upon their
graduation from high school, but Rabbi

-Block points out that the percentage of

students that actually come might be
significantly higher because many
studentswhohad plannedon going to
a secular college change their minds
during their year or two in Israel.
However, the program can have
negative effects as well, he explained.
“While the idea is to let the students
see the best of YU, there is also the
possibility of them seeing the worst
and writing the place off,” he said.

YCSC President Daniel Billig told The
Commentator that when the program was
formulated inthe spring, heraised strong
objections. He says he has two major
concerns: first, there is the possibility that
the high school students are getting
preferential treatment because they were
able toregisterinMay, whilesome college
students registered as late as last week.
While the Administration has promised
to opennew sections of courses to ensure
that no college student is closed out of a
course due to the registration of a high
schoolstudent, thisremedy involves new
teachers, new timetables, and possibly
new conflicts.

Secondly, thereistheconcernthatMTA
studentsarereceivingthesameeducation
as college students at a radically lower
price. YC tuition is $17,106, while MTA
tuition is $10,400. Schwartzsays that this
imbalance will not last long because the
high school will be charged an allocation
for these courses which its board will

have to raise, probably through a tuition -

hike. “We do not expect a system of
justice to be perfectly equal, but we do
expect it to be perfectly equitable,” he
said.

Rabbi Finkelstein said that college
students should not be over-protective.

“We must get away from this feeling of
fear for our own turf,” he said. “The idea
of kiruv is Jews helping other Jews. MTA
is the largest Jewish all-boys high school
inthe U.S., and if we can help show them
the greatness of YU, it hurts no one and it
ultimately helps everyone”. Rabbi Block
calls students who object to the program
“narrow-minded and self destructive.”

Schwartzsaysthatcollege studentsare
actually benefiting from the inclusion of
the new students because the standard
for these students to get in was much
higher than the early-admission
standards, which ultimately resultsinless
high school students taking college
courses. Inaddition, morecoursesections
are opening.

In the limudei kodesh department,
Mashgiach Ruchani Rabbi Yosef Blau
explained that “level of learning has
never been contingent upon age, or
level of ability in secular studies; only
on ability in Torah, commitment to
Yiddishkeit, and maturity. Assuming
that the boys are on the same level of
learning as those in the college, there
is no reason not to admit them to first-
level shiurim.”

As for the students found in IBC and

JSS, Rabbi Block explained, “in this case

theselectionwas notalwaysonhighlevel
of achievement, but rather on the basis of
choosing students who were not
flourishing in the YP-styleshiurimatMTA
and introducing them to the more
departmentalized courses found at IBC
and JSS, a format which doesn’t exist at
MTA.” Rabbi Bloch also stressed that
students were under no circumstances
admitted toasecularstudies coursemerely
because of their proficiency inleamning, or
vice versa.

Although he saysit is too early to tell,
Shmidmanbelievesthatsofartheprogram
seems to be working out well, and that the

rebbeim with whom he has spoken “saw
no problem whatsoever and were quite
pleased with the caliber of the MTA
students in their shiurim.”

Not all MTA students are pleased with
the program. Many students did notgain
admittance to the program, and many
who were admitted were closed out of
courses they wanted to take. Last week
security guardsin Belfer Hall preventeda
few high school students from making it
to their coursesbecause they did not have
college identification.

Rabbi Bloch said that it is a possibility
that these students will be issued college
IDs so they will have access to the
Gottesman Library and the Max Stern
AthleticCenter,including the pool, which
“is empty 3/4 of the time.” College
students promise to battle that proposal.
“Ididn’t graduate from high school, go to
Israelfortwoyearsand comeheretohave
seventeen year-olds in my classes and in
the gym,” one student said. “It’s
ludicrous.”

Not all students who were qualified
for theprogram wanted totakead vantage
of it. Some saw valuein four years of high
school, perhaps for leadership
opportunities as a senior. Others felt that
they were not disciplined enough and
needed more supervision.

Ultimately, the success of the
program will be measured by the
rate of MTA students who succeed
in the program, as well as their
general opinion of YC. Rabbi Bloch
mentioned that the high school
expects some students to feel
overwhelmed by their courses,
adding thatif none did, “itwouldn't
say very much about the college.”

Finally -- if there are any college
students wishing to take a course in the
high school, the door is open...but don't
forget the ties.
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Dear fellow students:

I am very pleased to be writing to
you in this first ever SSSB section of The
Cormmentator. This section is a useful
vehicle for communicating information
pertinent to the SSSB and its students.

I hope all new students are
acclimating themselves to the program
and that the returning students have
remained as conscientious as ever. I
would like to inform you about some
currentprograms and upcomingevents.
Your participation in our programs is
important, as the student life is only as
good as the students make it. Thereis a
lot for youtobeinvolvedinand youcan
have an impact on the school (not to
mention on your resume).

Our tutoring service has begun in
which we provide a free service to
students who need assistance in first
year SSSB courses (tutors get paid by
theschool). The sooner yousign up, the
faster we will be able to make these
matches. A “Big Brother” program is
being initiated this year (with the help
of the Accounting Society),in which all
first year students are assigned to a
seniorin their major. Thisisa goodway

A Message From
the President

to gain an “inside-scoop” on courses and
majors. Writers and editors are needed for
the Business Review, our publication of
business-related articles and studies. A
student receptionisscheduled forMonday
Oct.24at8:00P.M.in WeissbergCommons.
You will hear from our deans and student
leaders and even receive a free gift (no
strings attached).

Please contact either myself or the
board to express interest in our
programs or any new ideas. I hope to
serve you well this year and am sure
that you will improve our school’s
already credible reputation. Good luck
withyour studies and Ilook forward to
working with each of you!

Sincerely,
Ziv Mendelsohn

SSSB Student Board:

Ziv Mendelsohn, President SSSB
Daniel Gibber, V.P SSSB

Glenn Pfeiffer, Treasurer SSSB

David Ruditzky, Secretary SSSB
Moshe Jacobs, Pres. Accounting Society
Jack Berlin, President JBS

SSSB Boasting
Record Enrollment

by David Rosenfeld

The Sy Syms School of Business,
founded in 1987, has expanded its
enrollment to a record 280 students,
representing 30% of the current student
body at Yeshiva College.

The popularity of the business school,
according to Dr. Harold Nierenberg, Dean
of SySyms, isattributed toits “outstanding
curriculum, excellent faculty, and a
challenging and demanding program.”
Nierenberg also explained that the
experience most professors bring into the
classroom is based on their personal
involvementwith thebusiness world. This
unique exposure provides students with
a view of what awaits them upon their
graduation.

A further attraction is the effort
exerted on behalf of students by the
Office of Placement and Career Services.
With thehelp of that of fice, many recent
graduates have found their desired
business positions, with many students
receiving top offers. Nierenberg also
pointed out that the performance of these
alumni helps to earn SSSB the respect
that it deserves, evidenced by the active

on-campus recruitment by many large
firms.

In response to anticipated growth,
lastyear SSSBadded anew management
major, along withnew coursesinexisting
majors. Although thisyear’s increase of
28% was above expectations, SSSB has
dealt with the situation by opening new
class sections for popular courses, and
hiring additional faculty. Ira Jaskoll,
Assistant Dean of SSSB, views these
adjustments as a “response to the needs
of the business community and to the
interests of the students.”

However, Jaskoll maintained, SSSB is
not intending to overshadow the liberal
arts program at Yeshiva College. He
contends that the current interest in
business is a result of the improved
economy.Itisexpected thatiftheeconomy
should worsen, students willbecome less
interested inbusinessand moreconcerned
with furthering their education in
graduate schools. Nonetheless, if the
business school maintains its popularity,
Nierenbergassuresthat“withintherealm
of reason, and as long as we have the
resources, our students will be
accommodated.”

1:@112 @ ommentator
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SSSB Students Spend
Summer In Israel

by Andrew Davidson

Whilelsrael wasa popular destination
for YU students this past summer, not
many ventured there to continue their
higher education. However, four YU
students were among the eighteen
American collegiates who participated
in the Gesher Internship Program,
workinginIsraelibusinesses and banks,
gaining practical work experience.

EzraLightman, Kalman Topp, Phyllis
Roth,and Tammy Lightmanallemerged
from their summer of work with positive
feelings. Each had applied to the five-
year-old Gesher program through the
Sy Syms School of Business and was
chosen based on the individual
companies’ needs.

In addition to the YU applicants,
students from UCLA, Cornell, Wharton,
and Columbia, among others, vied for
openings. “We were competing with a
very high caliber of school,” stated SSSB
Assistant Dean Ira Jaskoll, “and our
studentshandled themselves very well.”

The internships began at the
beginning of June and lasted for
approximately eight weeks. Individual
jobs ranged from analyzing mutual
funds, to working in the bottling plants
management office at Coca-Cola, to

assuming a position in the marketing
office ofBank Leumi. Other participating
businesses included clothing and
textiles, information systems, image
processing, pharmaceuticals, and theTel
Aviv Stock Exchange.

The only drawback to the program,
participants said, was thatuponentering
Israel, each student was faced with the
challenge of finding his or her own
permanent housing for the summer.
They felt that had Gesher provided
additional help, the interns would have
beenmore relaxed.

Butaccording to Ezra Lightman, such
a drawback was minor when compared
tothebenefits of Gesher, which provides
“invaluable experience and contacts to
boththosewhoare and are not interested
in living in Israel, as well as offering a
great opportunity to gain experience in
afield of interestinanoverseas country.”
Lightman added that he now has “a
greater understanding of financial
markets ona global scale. Additionally,
the program gave me the chance togeta
feelfortherealities oflivingand working
in Israel.”

The atmosphere in Israeli businesses
varies slightly from that of their

American counterparts. Phyllis Roth
continued on page 13

Yeshiva University
SY SYMS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

Invites You To A

“STUDENT RECEPTION”

Meet with Faculty, Administration and New Student Leaders
Receive a Free Present for Attendance
Monday, October 24, 1994

Weissberg Commons, Belfer Hall
8:00 PM.

Van Leaves Brookdale Hall at 7:15 PM,

ALL STUDENTS ARE URGED TO ATTEND

Refreshments Will Be Served
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STUDENT NOTEBOOK

by Steven Miodownik

Theastronomical phenomenon ofan
eleven-day inconsistency between the
lunarandsolar calendars, coupled with
the blbhcal imperative that the vernal
equinox precede the Passover festival,
recently provrded YU’s student
population witha umque opportumty
to flock eastward and spend time in
Israel for Elul Z'man and the chagim.

Approx1mately every three years,
when the1ntr1cate]ew1sh calendar fixes
Rosh Chodesh Elul in the begmmng of
August, and. fills’ the ‘month of -
September w1th three yomim tovim and
the obligatory off- -days associated with
‘them; YU tradltlona]ly opens its doors -
for the fall semester in October. While -
this increases summer vacation to'a‘
h: dsome four months, perhaps more"
51gn1f1cantly, iteffectsamass exodus of
students from the: country N
his time around. proved to be no -

of YU students meniand women _allke,

Elul Zman the YU Way... Not in YU

‘meditation,and a schwarma alshtanur

to yeshiva. The full days. of learriing

-.many of YU’s finest at_tended was a
_Mordecha1 Ben DaV1d / Avraham Fned
exceptlon,asanoverwhelmmgnumber “concert on tract:o

“It was really really good.”

True, the sophistication of these
students, whodid notpass thesummer
engaged in any formal academic
pursuit, could be questioned, but their
terseness reflected an inner peace, and
aWeltanschauung thatcould onlyhave
been acquired through prayer, quiet

withextra charif. - : e
Such remarkable nlrvana, however,
was not merely the product of a return

“weresupplemented, if sucha notion is'
‘possible, by-a’ ‘Succot vacation filled
“with Jerusalem s famous Slmchat Beit.
 HaSho'evahs, at which the men danced
all mght to srx-plece bands, ‘and. . the:
‘ women were able to peer at the men.
dancmg through a small gratmg in the
cellmg e ;

YCDS Play Fmally Chosen

continued from page 7

YCSC. His speculation was, in part,
based on the fact that the cost of the 30th
anniversary production could possibly
exceed the funds already allocated by
the student council.

“The Student Council is committed
to the partnership that we have created
with Dr. Schwartz,” Billig told the The
Commentator. "It wasnecessary for us to
clarify how the budget will work.”

Once the confusion was straightened
out, Billig met with YCDS President
StevenKayetodiscussthisyear’sbudget.
The amount of the budget was not
disclosed.

“Enemy of the People” Chosen

After weaving through a three-part
selection process--first by the new
executive council, then by Interim Dean
Nierenberg, and finally by the Office of
Academic Affairs -- “An Enemy of the
People,” by Henrik Ibsen was

unanimously chosen for the upcoming
production. Dr. Schwartz feels that this
willbea “very worthwhile production.”
Healsobelieves that “it’s not enclouded
by collateral issues like a production or
two in the past.”

Steven Kaye, the only student on the
seven-member council, is excited about
the production. Most thrilling is the fact
that this play requires a dozen main
characters and at least ten extras.

Almostironically, theplay’s main theme
isadministrativecorruptionand whatpower
can do to a person. The moral dilemmas in
theplaystrikeachord withYCDSmembers,
one thatreallyhitshome. As the chilling last
lines of the play prophetically announce,
“You are fighting for the truth, and that’s
why you're alone. And that makes you
strong — we're the strongest people in the
world..And the strong must leam to be
lonely.”

Torah Tours Sends YC
Students Across the Nation

by Gershon Seiferas

From NCSY to YUSSR to
Counterpoint, YU students have always
been involved in a multitude of
community and outreach projects. No
organization reaches out to as many
communities in one holiday, though, as
the Blanche Schreiber Torah Tours.

The program, as its name denotes, is
designed to allow university students to
take their mission of outreach on the
road cities as close as Mt. Vernon to
others as far away as Baton Rouge are
included. The students attempt to bring
heightened spiritual awareness to
communities that, because of location or
demographics, have become strangers
to thriving Jewish life.

While known for their Simchat Torah,
Shavout, and Purim programs, Torah
Tours conducts programs on Shabbosim
throughoutthe year, thoughonasmaller
scale. Their standard program consists
of shiurim, study sessions, and plain
interaction.

Rabbi Aaron S. Tirschwell, the
Directorof Torah Toursand Coordinator
of Youth Services, contacts some of the
communities that are potential
candidates for the programs. He relays
any interest to the student coordinators.
Tirschwell says that this year was an
exceptiontotheregular growth of Torah
Tours since classes started after Yom
Tov. Asaresult, there were not enough
volunteers. “However because of the
dedicated efforts of the coordinators--
calling close to 300 students--we
managed to scrape together programs
for seventeen synagogues while we
originally projected that we could only
do five,” Tirschwell said.

Unfortunately for those interested in
volunteering, it’s not usually so easy to
find a spot. Although there is a waiting
list for participating regularly in the
programs, Iris Ofer, a Student
Coordinator of Torah Tours, said she
does “encourage people to sign up.”
Furthermore, she promised to try to
accommodate everyone in their choice
of location so seasoned travelers can
foregothe trouble and stay close to NYC
while the wondrous-eyed and
adventurous can go whereno YUer has
gone before.

Torah Tours Growing

Throughout the year, Ofer and the
other Student Coordinator, Ranan
Zackai, communicate with prospective
communities and try to plan programs
that are within the best interest of the
“Communities that are

communities.

transformed intoa tremendous hohday

mostly composed of elderly Jews have
different goals...than communities that
have a sizeable youth population who
go to public school,” she said.

The size of Torah Tours in terms of
both communities participating and the
number of students involved has been
steadily growing. Lastyearover twenty-
five synagogues were visited with more
than seventy programs.

What may look rosy and cheery on
the outside has caused some to voice
criticisms. AryehTuchman,a YCJunior,
says that when guys participate in
projects like Torah Tours, they may be
harming the Simchas Torah of theirown
communities. “For the past two years
nearly everyone of college age has left
Oceanside for Simchas Torah, to bring
the festive spirit someplace else. But
charity begins at home; what are our
town’s children learning about Simchas
Torah when only five guys stay home to
energize the hakafos? I'm not against
Torah Tours conceptually but a student
mustremember thathis own community
is suffering his absence.”

Ofer responded to this criticism by
stating that a large segment of people
“flock” to already “happening scenes,”
accounting for some communities
shortage of bodies. She recounts that
Great Neck normally did not attract a
large group of youthful people for
Simchat Torah but they overcame the
problemby taking theinitiative toinvite
20 bodies tohelp with “ruchniyus.” “If a
community takes the initiative, a
rewarding and wild Simchat Torah is
within their grasp,” she commented.”

Other Yeshiva University students
question the need of Torah Tours going
to far-away communities while nearby
communities such as the Lower East
Side and Brighton Beach could also
benefit from additional outreach. Ofer
responded that indeed some programs
arerunclose to YUsuchas Mt. Vernonin
Westchester County. Furthermore, she
made ita point that Torah Tours doesn’t
force itselfon any community but rather
only responds to requests by
communities, synagogues, and schools.
In fact, the host synagogue takes the
responsibility of paying for
transportation costs.

In sum, both coordinators point to the
feedback of the community as ample
evidenceoftheaccomplishmentsof Torah
Tours. Zackai noted that the rabbis and
members of the respective congregations
almost always thank the Torah Tour
leaders profusely for a “Yom Tov that
would have been nothing and was

and share their work experlences,
Gesher, sponsored a social event each
week of the program. Some weeks a
speaker addressed the students while
at others, tours of Osem and -Bank

Hapoalim were given. Tammy

in - Coordinator, said that “the program
-~ surpassed. any expectahons that I may
“have had gomg in, and could be a very

& - In order for the interns tO mteract o looking forasolidfoundationinbusiness.”

nght:man, next years Natlonal

positive experience for someone who is

- Underscoring the future benefits of
a Gesher summer, Dean Jaskoll
remarked that “international business
has tremendous value--companies
view it in a very positive light.”
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ABSOLUTE

It s official'
A recemnt
study C O —
ducted by a
Big Si1X ac-
counting firrm
has verified

The Princeton
Review’s outstanding aver-—

aAage score improvements! Our

MC AT students have an average
sSscore improvemment of 6.0 points.
Our L. SAT students 1rmmprove their
scores by an average of 7.5 points.
T he average score improverment
of our G VI AT students i1s T2
points, and our GIRE students raise
their scores by an average of 214
points. So, how do we do it? Simple.
Small classes (nmno Mmore thanmn 1S
students) grouped by ability and
EgEreat teachers who give lots of
personal attention. The Princeton
Review 1s the most effective,
efficient and enjoyable way to great
results ! INo more wondering
who’s the best. INow, we have

o o o
P R O O F !

THE
REVIEW

SO0 -2 - REVIEEW

The Princerorn Review is notr affiliared wirth
Princertornn Universiey or the Educarional Tesrirng: Service.




14 Cheshvan 5755

The @Inmmmtainrl:

page 15

Intramurals Begin

by David Goldenberg and Adam
Melzer

With some big names in the
intramural league, including some
formerMacs, the ‘94-'95 draft took place
behind closed doors on Monday night,
October 10. With the first pick in the
overall draft, Captain Ephraim
Gerszberg selected Miami’s AriCiment.
Donny Davis drafted 1993-94 all star
Arkady Abraham, and Memphis native
KevinRosenberg chose 64 center Steven
Kupferman to round out the top three.
Former Mac Michael Dube was selected
fourth by Noah Lindenberg, Sid Singer
picked Noam Geftfifth, and Eitan Butler
drafted highly talented guard Chaim
Zakheim at the number six slot. Mikey
Fruchter, Hillel Olshin, Steven
Bransdorfer, and Shlomo Kimmel
rounded out the first round.

Without wasting any time, the season
began the following night. Daniel Lerer
and his Rapid City Thunder (CBA) took
on Sid Singer and his OolinicOwls. The
game started slowly, and at halftime it
was 16-8 Owls (a real thriller). In the
heavily awaited second half, Avi Dzik
scored 9 consecutive points tobring the
thunder within one at 24-23. But the

Owls, led by Eli Grunstein, Ari Rockoff,
and Noam Geft held on for a 37-30 win.

Withthebutterfliesgone,a main affair
took place the following night when
Noah Lindenberg’s Charleston Chiefs
and Eitan Butler’s South Bend Central
Bears (Hoosiers) engaged in a thrilling
game that went down to the wire. The
Chiefs,led by FormerMacMichael Dube,
Sol Genet, and Hillel Cohn, took a one
point lead with 50 seconds left when
Cohn hit a big three pointer. Chaim
Zakheim answered with a basket, but
Dube’s three- point play put the Chiefs
up by one withjust 7 seconds remaining.
But the Bears were not through yet. The
ball was given to their go-to man,
Zakheim, who after showing flashes of
brilliance throughout the game, took the
ball and eluded the entire Chief defense
as he drove to the basket. However, his
buzzer beating lay-up finger rolled out,
and the Chiefs hung on for a 35-34
victory.

Intramural Notes: Steven Kupferman
of the Terhune Tigers has opted to play
for the Macs. Daniel Lerer of the Rapid
City Thunder traded 1st round pick
Mikey Fruchter to Ephraim Gerszberg’s
Miami Juice for Andy Davidson and
David Ruditzky.

Mazal Tov

Barry Lebowitz & Meira Drazen

Ari Perl and Meira Levi

Daniel Bloom and Ali Bleiberg

Nachman Troodler & Becky Breda
Josh Weinberger & Tal Brudnoy

Marcello Weiss & Michelle Pincus

THE ELIE WIESEL PRIZE

IN ETHICS
1995 ESSAY CONTEST

THEME

CREATING AN ETHICAL SOCIETY:
PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND THE
CoMMOXN GooD

ELIGIBILITY: JUNIOR AND SENIOR UNDERGRADUATES
DEADLINE: JaN. 13, 1995

No more than three (3) essavs from the same college, university
or campus will be considered in any one contest vear. Essays must
be submitted by a college or university on behalf of its students.

FIRST PRIZE: $5,000 SECOND PRIZE: $2.500
THIRD PRrIZE: $1,500
Two HONORABLE MENTIONS: $500 EACH

For entry forms and further information, please write to:

The Elie Wiesel Foundation for Humanity
1177 Fifth Avenue, 36th Floor
New York. NY 10036

With a Readership of Over
5,000, The Commentator
Provides an Ideal Forum

for Advertising.

1/8 Page Ads Begin at $75
per Issue.

To Advertise Contact Ehud
Fried at (212) 927 - 6934

Reminder:

The Caf Store is now open
Sunday - Wednesday
10:15pm - 1:00 am,
courtesy of the
Accounting Society
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Macs: A Rebuilding Year?

by Adam Melzer

A lot has changed since we last left
the Macs. Key players such as Daniel
Aaronand Miko Danan have graduated.
Inaddition, the Macs received morebad
news over the summer when their
assistant coach, Steve Podias, elected to
take over the head coaching job at
Brooklyn College. Podias was vital to
the team because he orchestrated its
defense, the best in Division IIIL

At first, this reporter was going to
calm all of those Mac fans by writing
about the multitude of prospectslurking
about that would truly make the Macs
into a force to be reckoned with.

Forgetit. Almostall of those prospects
have vanished for various reasons, much
like the famous nursery rhyme, “Ten
Little Indians” (“And then there were
eight, and then there were seven...and

then there were none.”). Highly touted
prospects Arkady Abraham, AriCiment,
and Chaim Zakheim, have all elected
not to try out for the Macs. Former Macs
Michael Dube and Steven Kupferman
have declined to play for the Macs.
MtSt.Vincent? NJIT? Suddenly, I start
to wince and cringe.

Remaining top prospects include
Barry Aranoff, Mark Seyda, Joel
Jacobson, and Dovey Foreman. Will the
returning veterans, combined with these
newcomers and other potential
surprises, be enough to produce a
successful season? Find out in the next
edition’s preview of the Macs.

By the way, itshould be noted that all
of the former top prospects mentioned
above will playing in the YU intramural
league. The intramural all stars vs the
YU Macs: Hmmmmm... I wonder who
would win.

New Big Man on Campus:
Joel Jacobson

by David Goldenberg

With the 94-95 season just around the
corner, many questions about the Macs
are circulating around campus.

ride, which included two sensational
games athome against arch-rival Mt. St.
Vincent and NCAA Division III
tournament runner-up NYU, the Macs
have peoplewonderingwhowill replace
the starters who have left, and if they can
repeat last year’s performances when
they travel to Vincent and NYU on
December 1 and January 9 respectively.

With Alan Levy back as the only
full-time starter, no one knows know
what to expect on Opening night,
November 22 versus NJIT. While
big names like Aaron and Danan are
gone, there are returning players and
some new faces.

One in particular is 6"7 freshman
center Joel Jacobson. Although Aaron’s
shoes are tough to fill, YU is hoping that
Jacobson will help them succeed in the
near future. Jacobson resides in
Champaign, Illinois, where he played
high school varsity for three years. His
finest season came duringhis senior year
in 1992-1993 when he was selected as a
All-Star center, leading his team to the
Illinois High School State Tournament
while pouring in 20 points, grabbing 15
boards, and blocking 3.5 shots per game.

Following graduation, Joel went to
Israel and learned in Yeshivat Shaarei
Mevaseret Zion. Joel was the MVP of
the Yeshiva Basketball League, in only
its second year of existence, averaging
22 ppgand 14rpg. Attheend ofhis year

in Israel, Jacobson was on his way to
Brandeis; however, the desire to learn
onaregular basis, study togo tomedical
school, and play basketball led him to

YU.
Following last season’s roller coaster -

Joel is not the first Jacobson to play at
YU.Joel’suncle, KennyJacobson, played
for the Macs back in the early 60's.
Hopefully, Joel can carry on that family
tradition with great success.

R 4 ]

Joel Jacobson taking a jumper in the MSAC

1 @lpz Commentator
Yeshiva

October 19, 1994

The 1994 - 1995 YU Track Team

Track Team Off to a
Good Start

by Josh Fine

The Yeshiva University track team
participated in its first competition of
the year, a five mile track meet held at
Van Cortlandt Park in the Bronx, this
past Sunday, Oct 16. Coached by Stan
Watson, the track team made a strong
showing, placing three of its ten runners
among the top twenty.

While the dominant runners were
from CCNY, Hunter College and John
Jay College, Coach Watson pointed out
that “most of these schools have had a
head start...considering thatthey’vebeen
practicing for this meetsince September,
and our guys have only had two weeks

‘to prepare.”

Despite its practice time deficit, the
track team seems tobe offtoa good start.
Meir Zeitchik, running in his first track
meet asa YC team member, placed first
among YC runners with an impressive
time of 36:24. Akiva Davis, YC’s second
place finisher, crossed the finish line at
37:17,and Jonathan Schlosscame in third
with a time of 37:48. Co-Captain Chaim

Motzen, who placed fourthamong YC's
runners, praised Zeitchik for his first
run, saying that “he helped the team
with his great run,” and that “he is a
runner with alot of potential.” Other YC
runners who finished the five mile run
include Joe Markowitz, Gili Houpt,
Simcha Jacobs, Aryeh Mandel and Meir
Pollack, and Joshua Epstein, who
returned to the course after learning in
Israel for a year.

The track team, which regularly
practices on Monday and Wednesday
nights and uses the George Washington
Bridge as its track, will now begin to
prepare for their next meet on Sunday,
October 30. It will be the third annual
Polytech-Yeshiva College Invitational,
where plaques and trophies will be
awarded. After all the runners crossed
the finish line this past Sunday, Coach
Watsonsaid, “I’m enthused for the 30th.
I think that with the hard training that
these guys will put in over the next two
weeks, we have a shotata teammedal.”
Track team fans look forward to the
realization of Coach Watson’s dream.

The Commentator

500 West 185th Street
New York, NY 10033
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LiFe's AN ADVENTURE.

Life's full of twists and turns. Some great, some
not so great.

But with the American Express Card, we can
help you get more out of the good times, and help
you through the more challenging times.

For starters, you'll have ready access to an exclusive
collection of benefits and services you won't find any-
where else. Like savings on many of the things you like
to do. Fly. Talk long distance. Shop. Dine out. And much,
much more. You'll be more in control of your finances, too.
Because you pay your bill in full each month. So you start each
month with a clean slate. And if you lose the Card or have a ques-
tion about your bill, you can call on us, 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year, for help whenever you need it.

Granted, it's a lot to expect from any card. But then, we're not
talking about just any card.

New, bigger airline discounts —
for you and a friend.

As a Cardmember, you'll not only save when you fly
Continental Airlines, you can bring along a friend for the same low

-price. And this year, our travel savings are even bigger and better

than before.

You'll get five (count 'em, five) Travel Savings Certificates?
Three Certificates (each valid for you and a friend) for roundtrip
Coach class tickets anywhere Continental or Continental Express
flies within the 48 contiguous United States (except Florida be-
tween February 12 - April 30 and between June 15 - August 25,
1995). And all you'll pay is $159 roundfrip for travel on your side
of the Mississippi. Or $239 roundftrip when you fly across the
Mississippi.

You'l also save with a special Florida Certificate valid between
February 12 - April 30 and between June 15— August 25,1995.
Because you pay just $239 for rounctrip Coach class travel between
Florida and other destinations on the east side of the Mississippi, $299
between Florida and destinations on the west side of the Mississippi.

Planning an overseas trip? You'll get an additional Travel Cer-
tificate that can take some of the sting out of those higher-priced
fares. It's valid for $50 off an international roundtrip
Coach class fare of $400 or more; $75 off an interna-
tional rounctrip Coach class fare of $600 or more.

~
-
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Spend less, talk more
when you call long distance.

You'll also get up to 30 minutes of free long
distance calling on MCI every month for a year--
without having to change long distance companies.
So you can spend more time talking to the people
you care about--and save up to $44 a year.**

Just enroll for these savings when you apply for
the Card. Then use the Card as your calling card. Your
calls will appear on your monthly Card statement, so they can’t
get mixed up with your roommates’ calls.

Save at places you actually go to, on things
you actually use.

What good are discounts you don't use? Our Value
Certificates help you save on many of the things you want, from
the names you know--like J. Crew, Software Etc. and the
Princeton Review. And these aren't one-time-only offers. You'll
get new offers every year you renew your Cardmembership while
you're in school. And even after you graduate and start
your career.

Then, as your life changes, your Cardmembership bene-
fits do too. You'll be offered benefits that fit your life--
throughout your life.

S\

Rioe Ir Out WiTH THE AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD.

A point of great interest:
no interest charges.

With the Card, you pay your bill in full each month. So you
won't be saddled with automatic interest charges. It's a great
way to start building a solid credit history.

When you use the Card, your purchases are approved based
on your ability to pay as demonstrated by your past spending and
payment patterns, as well as your personal resources. And, unlike
credit cards, there's no pre-set spending limit.

Get a little extra protection for most of the
things you buy.

Let's face it, a new computer or CD player can be a major
investment for you. But when you buy it with the Card, you help
make it a safer one. Because The Purchase Protection™ Plan
covers most items purchased with the Card against theft and
accidental damage, for up to 90 days from date of purchase, up
to $1,000 per occurrence. The coverage is in excess of other
applicable insurance.*** Just call 1-800-322-1277 for details.

Find help no matter where you find yourself.

Our worldwide network of over 1,700 Travel Service locationst
in over 100 countries--is there to help Cardmembers like you. To
rearrange your travel plans, cash personal checks'tand, in many
locations, even pick up your letters. And if you need a referral to a
local doctor or lawyer on your travels, or to get an urgent message
home to your family, just call our Global Assist™ Hotline. It's avail-
able 24 hours a day, toll-free, from anywhere in the world.

Your questions won’t go
unanswered.

It's 2 am, you're still up, and you remember a ?uestion about
your bill. As a Cardmember, you don't have to wait for your answer.
Just call our toll-free customer service line 24 hours a day, 365

days a year.
The Card.
Why sooner is better than later.

Forget about carrying the American Express Card someday.
Why not get it today? By becoming a Cardmember now, you'll get
great travel savings you can share with friends, have more control

over your spending, enjoy retail savings that help stretch your
budget and personal service when you need it--all for just
$55a year.

And getting the Card now is probably easier than it will
ever be--because we're relaxing the usual requirements just for
students like you. So apply right now. And get ready for the
ride of your life.

~ *To be eligible, youmust apply forthe Card by July 31, 1995. For domestic travel, reservations

must be made and tickets charged to your Card account within 21 days of travel,
maximum stay is 14 days and must include a Saturday night. For international travel,
reservations must be made and tickets purchased at least 7 days prior to travel or
as required bythe fare purchased, whichever is earlier. A minimum 8-day stay is
required and must include a Saturday night. Seats at these fares are limited.
American Express makes these certificates available solely as a service to its
Cardmembers and incurs no liability in connection with their use or non-use.
Continental is directly responsible for the fulfilment of this offer and the delivery
of travel services. Your Travel Savings Certificates, along with complete terms
/' and conditions, will be sent to you upon credit approval.

) /" **A credit of up to $3.70 for long distance phone charges will appear on each billing
/’ statement for 12 months after enroliment. $3.70 is equal to the charge for a domestic
30-minute night/weekend MCI Card Compatibility call and appropriate surcharge. Call

from any phone, using the American Express Card as your calling card. You must enroll
by July 31, 1995. MCl is a registered service mark of MCI Telecommunications Corporation.
***The Purchase Protection Plan is underwritten by AMEX Assurance, Administrative Office,
San Rafael, CA. Maximum coverage is $50,000 per Cardmember. Theft from automobiles and
l/(\J)%S ggﬁ not covered. Coverage is subject to the terms, conditions and exclusions of Policy
tComprises Travel Service locations of American Express Travel Related Services Company,
Inc., its affiliates and Representatives worldwide.

t1Check cashing is subject to program limits, cash availability and local regulations.



FOLD INTO THIRDS. MOISTEN, SEAL AND MAIL.
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: MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FOR STUDENTS
<
=
o AND A FRIEND.
g PLEASE TELL US ABOUT YOURSELF ——
w (OPTIONAL) PLEASE SHOW US HOW YOUWOULO LIKE YOUR NAME TO APPEAR ON THE CARO.
i Ow Owss | ) ) ) bbbt rrrrrtd
(=]
-
a Olwes. U FULL NAME MUST NOT EXCEED 20 SPACES. SPELL LAST NAVE COMPLETELY,
Mo Day Ye
FIRGT NAME MIDDLE ST DATE OF BRTH
( } Mo. Y
H SOCIALSECURITY NUMBER MOTHER'S MAIDEN NAME PERMANENT/HOME PHONE NUMBER YOUR HIGH SCHOOL GRAD.DATE
= | | | Yrs. Mos.
! — PERMANENT/HOME ADDRESS STREET O, SAE 2P TIVE THERE
WNEREDO p{EASE TELL US ABOUT YOUR SCHOOL
AR AN 1
SO : CLASS YEAR:
l Orreson O sopvorore 0 awrior
(CHECK ONE) | COLLEGE O UNWERSITY CIY, STATE ==
| | l ( )
[ ] YOURADDRESS AT SCHOOL STREET CY SE P YOURPHONE NUMBER AT SCHOOL COLLEGE GRAD. DATE

NEW! BIGGER
BETTER AIRFARE
SAVINGS FOR YoU

SOURCE OF NCOME: O pasents
O swnasaccount O paat-nuee 108

BANK NAME ACCOUNT NUMBER YEARLY INCOME O soiouamswcanit [ sinmer Jo8
ary STATE NAME TO VERIFY INCOME/EMPLOYMENT PHONE
PLEASE CHECK ALL THAT APPLY;
O CHECKING O SAVINGS [ MONEY MARKET/NOW ACCOUNT STREET ADDRESS cry STAIE P
PLEASE SIGN HERE
BY SIGNING BELOW, | CERTIFY THAT | HAVE READ, MET AND AGREED TO ALL OF THE TERMS, STUDENTS: FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION, HAVE YOUR REGISTRAR VERIFY YOUR CURRENT
CONDITIONS AND DISCLOSURES ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS APPLICATION. ENROLLMENT BY PLACING THE OFFICIAL STAMP IN THIS BOX. YOUR CONTINENTAL

ARLINES CERTIFICATES WILL ARRIVE 2 TO 3 WEEKS AFTER THE CARD.

YOUR SIGNATURE DATE

THE ANNUAL FEE IS $55. DO NOT ENCLOSE THE FEE WITH YOUR APPLICATION; WE WILL BILL
YOU LATER. SEE BACK OF APPLICATION FOR IMPORTANT NOTICES.

LONG-DISTANCE SAVINGS ENROLLMENT

SELECT A FOUR-DIGIT PIN FOR LONG-DISTANCE
SAVINGS ON MCI WITHOUT CHANGING YOUR CURRENT
LONG DISTANCE COMPANY (NUMBERS ONLY, PLEASE): F

©1994 AMERICAN EXPRESS TRAVEL RELATED SERVICES COMPANY, INC.
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GETITNOW.
USE IT FOR THE REST
OF YOUR LIFE.

o N SERVICES

An American Express company

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE

FIRST CLASS MAIL

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL

SALT LAKE CITY UT

PERMIT NO 8424

UNITED STATES

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

AMERICAN EXPRESS

TRAVEL RELATED SERVICES COMPANY INC
PO Box 31566

SALT LAKE CiITY UT 84131-9966

DHAEH _l‘jEEE BEFORE MAILING.

ABBREVIATED CONTINENTAL ARLINDG TERMS AND CONDITIONS:
Certificates will arrive 2 to 3 weeks after the Card. Certificates are vaid for 12
months from date of issue and are non-transferable. All tickets are non-trans-
ferable and non-refundable. Seat availability is limited. Reservations must be
made and tickets charged to your Card account within 21 days of travel and
require a Saturday night stay. Certificates have a minimum and/or maxi-
mum stay requirement. Complete terms and conditions are enclosedwith
certificates.

P03 HP 00233

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR APPLICATION:

The information about the costs of the Card ks accurate as of 4/94, This infor-
mation may have changed after that date. To find out any changes, please
write to us at American Express Travel Related Services Company, Inc., P.O.
Box 30801, Salt Lake City, Utah 84130-0801.

ANNUAL FEES
$55 Basic Card
$30 Additional Card

Al charges made on this Charge
Card are due and payable when
you receive your billing statement,

LATE PAYMENT FEE: Varies from state to state from zero to the greater of
$200r 2 172 %.

By signing this application,  ask thata Card account be opened In my name
and Card(s) Issued as | request, and that you renew and replace them until |
cancel. | agree to be bound by the agreement governing my account unless |
cancel my account. | agree to be liable for all charges to my account, includ-
ing charges incurred with any Additional Card (s) issued on my account now
or in the future.

Tunderstand that | must provide all the information requested in this applica-
tion and 1 certify that such information is accurate. | authorize you to verify the
Information on this application and to receive and exchange information about
me, including requesting reports from consumer reporting agencies.

If 1 ask whether or not a credit report was requested, you will tell me and if
you received a report, you will give me the name and address of the agency
that furnished it. If my application Is approved, | authorize you and your affili-
ates and subsidiaries to contact these sources for information at any time, to
use Information about me, including information from this application and

from consumer reports, for marketing and administrative purposes and to
share such Information with each other.

ADDITONAL GARDS: | have advised Additional Card applicant(s) that you
may obtain, verify, exchange and use information about them in the same
manner as described above, that they may be responsible for paymentof their
own charges if | fall to pay them, and that their own credit records may be
affected by non-payment of the account.

| acknowledge that any benefit or service offered with the Card may be modifi-
fied or terminated at any time.

AN APPLICANT, IF MARRIED, MAY APPLY FORA SEPARATE ACCOUNT.

NOTICE TO MARREED WISCONSIN RESIDENTS: No provision of any mar-
ital property agreement, unilateral statement, or court decree under
Wisconsin's Marital Property Act will adversely affect a creditor's Interests
unless, prior to the time the credit Is granted, the creditor Is fumished a copy
of that agreement or decree, or Is given complete Information about the
agreement or decree.

© 1994 American Express Trave! Related Services Company, Inc.




