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YC Senior Aaron Heller,
21, Dies in Rubin Hall

Valiant Hatzolah Efforts Unsuccessful

BY MEIR ZEITCHIK

What began as a seemingly
harmless stomach ache on
Thursday night, November 13,
resultedina shocking tragedy.
YCsenior Aaron Heller, having
felt stomach pains for the past
fewdays,vomited several times
in the bathroom, and entered
his roomhoping to simply relax
and regain his composure. Less
than two hours later, despite
intensive physical and spiritual
rescue efforts, he passed away.

TherescueeffortsonHeller’s
behalf were set in motion pri-
marily by one individual. Isser
Elishis, Heller’s dorm neighbor
and friend, sensed something
was terribly wrong. He fol-
lowed Hellerintohisroom, and,
upon noticing Heller was hav-

{aron Heller
ing difficulty breathing, smart-
ly took charge of the situation.
After instructing Heller to lie
down, he sent his roommate
downstairs to the pool to re-
quest assistance from the more
readily equipped lifeguards.

See Special Tribute to
Aaron Heller on

Page 8 1n Tlus Issue.

Oneofthemsoonreturned with
an oxygen mask and began as-
sisting Heller in his breathing.
HatzalahandSecurity werealso
summoned, as several friends
rallied by Heller’s side, urging
him to “hang in there.” At this
point, Hellerwasbothconscious
and concerned. Complaining
only slightly about the acute
pain he was experiencing, he
repeatedly asked the small, con-
cerned group of people which
had gathered to call his mother
and inform her of the situation.
The dorm counselor, Rafi Lip-
ner, promptly complied.

At this point Hillel Weiner,
one of Heller'sboyhood friends
and a Hatzalah volunteer, ar-
rived at the scene. While reas-
suring Heller about the situa-
tion, he grew quite alarmed
whenrepeated attempts to take
his blood pressure were to no
avail — no number registered
on the blood pressure cuff. Re-
alizing thattimecould verywell
be of the essence, another Hatza-
lah member, Yosef Leven-
brown, telephoned Advanced
Life Support (ALS) for further

continued on page 8

Dole, Wexner, & Rabin To Speak
at Chanukah Dmner On Sunday

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF

The Republican leader of the
US Senate, Robert J. Dole and
Leslie H. Wexner, the interna-
tionally-renowned philanthro-
pist and business leader, will
address the 70th Annual Cha-
nukkah Dinner and Convoca-
tion of Yeshiva University be-
ing held this Sunday evening,
December 4 at the Waldorf-As-
toria in Manhattan.

Wexner, the founder and
chairman of the board of The
Limited Inc., will be the din-
ner’s keynote speaker. He is
expected to speak on the issue
ofJewishcommunal serviceand
education. Senator Dole will
deliver theconvocationaddress.
In his first appearance in the
New York City area since the
recent elections, he is expected
todeliver anaddress on foreign

Senator Bob Dole
policy.

Yitzhak Rabin, Prime Minis-
ter of the State of Israel, will
address the expected 1000 din-
ner attendees from his Jerusa-
lem office.

The general chairman of the
dinner is Edgar M. Bronfman,
president of the World Jewish
Congress and chairman and
CEO of The Seagram Co. Ltd.

At the convocation preced-

ing the dinner, honorary doc-
toral degrees will be conferred
upon University Benefactor
Miriam Glaubach; Gladys Rit-
ter Livingston, Benefactor of
YU’s AECOM; Morry Weiss,
chairman and CEO of Ameri-
can Greetings Corp. and a Uni-
versity Board member; Rabbi
Louis Bernstein, along-time YU
Jewish studies professor and
two-time president of the Rab-
binical Council of America; Zvi
Kolitz, noted author, journalist,
and film producer; Jeffrey J.
Steiner,chairmanand president
of The Fairchild Corp., RHI
Holdings, Inc., and Banner
Aerospace, Inc.,, as well as a
member of the Board of Direc-
tors of SSSB; and David H. Zys-
man, the University’s Vice Pres-
ident for Development.

The Convocation will begin
this Sunday at 5:30 PM.
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Dean Choice Still
Unofficial

BY MoOsSHE I. KINDERLEHRER

Now more than a week after
The Commentator published its
special edition revealing Dr.
NormanT. Adler, the Vice-Pro-
vost of Northeastern Universi-
ty for Research and Graduate
Education, as the next dean of
YC, no public announcement
has yet been made by the Uni-
versity as the new dean and the
University continue contract
negotiationsthroughthisweek.

Adler, a prominent psychol-
ogist and the former Associate
Dean of the College of Liberal
Artsand Sciencesatthe Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, has served
in his current position at the
Boston campus of Northeast-
ern since March 1993. At Penn,
where he held his post from
January 1989 to February 1993,
he is credited with reviving the
Freshman Seminar Program,
creatingapeeradvisement cen-
ter, and initiating a summer
reading program. He also
founded the Biological Basis of
Behavior program, promoting
a field which he has long held
an interest in.

As reported in the Penn stu-
dentnewspaperThe Daily Penn-
sylvanian, Adler’s departure in
1993 was greeted with sadness
by his colleagues. Current Penn
students who knew him contin-

ue to praise his contribution to
the College of Arts and Scienc-
es. Also a prolific writer, his
books include the titles Repro-
duction and Neuroendocrinology
of Reproduction.

When reached at his North-
eastern office this past Wednes-
day afternoon, Adler reiterated
often in the brief telephone in-
terview that it “would not be
appropriate to comment at this
time” on any issue concerning
the YC deanship. However, he
did pledge to be more open to
The Commentator in the near-
future when, he said, “it would
be an appropriate time to com-
ment.” He did not specify as to
whenand how that time would
be reached. He referred further
questions about the deanship
to YU Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. William
Schwartz.

Schwartz, however, intenton
maintaining the confidentiality
of the process, persistently re-
fused to confirm or deny that he
even knew Adler or had held
any conversations with him
about the position of YC dean.
Said Schwartz of the dean
search,“Itain’tovertillitsover.”
Moreover, he asserted that “itis
totally inappropriate for infor-
mation [about the process] tobe
transmitted to those not on the

continued on page 10
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“2 YC Dean — The Religion Issue

With last week’s special edition of Tlhe Commentator breaking the story
on the finalist for the position of Yeshiva College dean, a veritable furor has
erupted amongst the students and faculty on campus in the last week. The
issue, of course, is religion, in this case referring to the level of observance
of the prospective dean, who has been described by those who have met
him as a ‘traditional’ Jew.

Frankly, its a tough issue.

On one hand, many students, faculty, Roshei Yeshiva, and even admin-
istrators, argue that the dean of YC must be someone intimately familiar
with Orthodoxy;someone who would feel athomein the “Torah U'madda”
atmosphere of Yeshiva University. He must be a role model for the values
that YU espouses and hopes to instill in its graduates, they claim. To them,
the dean must be a committed, religiously observant Jew and an accom-
plished scholar in his discipline —and in this case, a capable administator
as well.

However, in light of the latest search process, the view of the Adminis-
tration has been to deliberately search outside YU for an individual with
superb credentials who will, in the words of a number of administrators,
add sorely needed ‘cachet’ to the academic reputation of Yeshiva College.
To those in charge of the process (and to a number of faculty and students
as well), the dean’s level of observance is utterly irrelevant to his ability to
administer a liberal arts college, even one as unique as Yeshiva.

Ideally, the new dean of Yeshiva College would have been the perfect
synthesis of these two concerns — a torah committed Jew with the
credentials and experience to enhance YC’s academic reputation. Barring
such an option, however, we submit that the true function of a dean is not
as a role model. Rather, the role of the dean is to administrate the college,
and, if possible, to enhance its academic reputation. It appears, at least to
the search committee, that such a dean has been found. While he may not
be a paragon of Torah U'madda, his reputation as a solid and creative
administrator bespeaks his ability to, perhaps, restore a little polish to the
academic luster of Yeshiva College.

... until It’s Too Late

Aaron Heller’s sudden death left our student body shocked, frightened,
and confused. Those who prayed for him throughout the dramatic se-
quence of events were forced to deal with the immediate reality of
unanswered prayers. And those wholearned of the newslater that evening
or the next morning werein a state of disbelief, asif trying to stave off a bad
dream. Unfortunately, the dream was quite real: for the first time ever, a
student died in the dormitory of Yeshiva College.

Anuntimely death so quicklyremindsthose affected by it of how precious
life is. Unfortunately, the heavy crunch of schoolwork and midterms has left
many of us withouta freemoment to think. Evenatragedy like Aaron’sdeath
does not shut down our lives and responsibilities.

But it should make us more apprediative of what we have. We often take
luxuries such as family and friends for granted, only recognizing their
significance after they aregone. Many of us, by virtue of our mere presence in this
institution, have been given an opportunity tomaintain old friendships that often
fall by the wayside as friends go their separate ways. The short time that we each
spend on campus willsoonbeover,and we, too, willhead off inourown, separate
directions. Aaron Heller's memory should serve as a reminder of what good
friendship are all about. Let his memory remain in our hearts forever.
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Editor-in-Chief

SIDNEY A. SINGER

To the Editor:

Apparently, not all of YU’s secrets
have been uncovered by The Commenta-
tor. The top floors of Belfer were not
condemmned, the library was not built
backwards, and (gasp!) there are no #2
pencils in the caf store. Yet no one,
including The Commentator’s editors,
seems to know about IBC. How could a
Judaic Studies program consisting of al-
most 200 students remain so hidden?

After a Dorm Talks session last year,
we found it necessary to clarify some
details about IBC. An inset in The Com-
mentator read, “IBC has a lot to offer;
why the stigma?” Our op-ed was prima-
rilyaresponse to Rosh HaYeshivaRabbi
Lamm’s categorization of IBC students
as those talmidim “who do not have a
gemarakup.” Given that Rav Goldwicht
conducts the same shiur in IBC and MYP
each day and that both programs have
shiurim on different levels, we thought
thatweexpunged thisfallacy. However,
itappears that this misconceptionisnow
continued by the students.

Two recent incidents have led us to
believe that IBC is still seen as a lesser
Torah program than MYP. Over the
summer, only MYP students were noti-
fied thattheymustreclaimand/orregis-
ter for their mekomot in the Batei Mi-
drashot. IBC and ]SS students who had
also been learning there were not in-
formed of this policy. Nonetheless, we
signed our names to the seats we had
beenlearningin for over two years. One
rabbi actually said to us, “I understand
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that it is nice to learn in the Beis Mi-

drash, but youcouldlearnin other plac-
es as well.” The Rabbi explained that
theseats were needed forMYP. Wehad
hoped that we could blame a simple
oversight for the letters we did not re-
ceive. We were shocked to find out that
it is official policy to deem some talmi-
dim unworthy of learning in a Beit Mi-
drash.

Following the lead of the BM regis-
tration policy came a blow from our
peers. In an attempt to promote achdus,
last issues’ editorials bemoaned Dorm
Talks’ MYP-style format and the lack of
IBC and JSS students in attendance. It
said that the “style and manner” in
whichDormTalksispresentedis “some-
thing a student from IBC or JSS would
have difficulty handling or appreciat-
ing.” This grossly patronizing com-
ment suggests that IBC and JSSstudents
would come to Dorm Talks if only they
could handle a good chap. Had the
editors read the rest of their paragraph,
the reason for the low IBC/JSS turnout
would have been clear. This particular
program was “an opportunity for MYP
students to speak to their Rabbeim on
topics beyond Gemara.” IBC and ]SS
students do this every day.

The Commentator and the school have
recently spent much time and effort to
plan and study questionnaires which
deal with YU students’ learning prefer-
ences, Not surprisingly, most talmidim
desire to learn hashkafa, halacha, tanach,

continued on page 10
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Model UN: Focus on the Positive
Rather Than the Negative

Letter to the Editor:

It seems from the article in the last
issue of The Commentator titled, “YU
Political Science Society Takes Part in
Model UN,” that theauthor of thearticle
is at odds with his own opinion of the
weekend. He also makes comparisons
to previous years’ experiences on Model
UN with little knowledge of what actu-
allly occurred in years past.

The article also mentions that “the
leadership amongst the members was
weaker this year and the team didn’t
take the convention seriously,” which I
feelisan unfaircomment, requiringsub-
stantial qualification.

I was a participant on both of last
year’s Model United Nations, one spon-
sored by University of Pennsylvaniaand
one by Harvard. Our contingent then
was far less serious and our leadership
muchweaker.One of thehead delegates
couldn’t attend because of extenuating
circumstances and half of the YUdele-
gates didntattend parts of the program
that werenotheld on Shabbat. Food was
also in' short supply and Shabbat ar-
rangements were not finalized until the
last moment. I am aware that this year,
the contingents submitted position pa-
persand had actually contacted thecon-
sulates more than a week before the
convention. Theyhad alsobeeninformed
of theirrespective committeesand coun-
tries with ample time to prepare.

I had discussed the problems of last
year’s Model UN with both Political Sci-
enceclub presidentsand anattempt was
made to prevent a recurrence of last
year’smistakes. The first decision made
by the J.P.Dunner Political Science Soci-
ety this year was that YU would only
participate in only oneof the two Model
UNsthat YU usually attends. UPMUNC
was chosen over Harvard because of it's

proximity and the generous hospitality
of Penn’s shomer shabbat community.
As for the incidents that occurred dur-
ing the weekend, all of them could not
have been foreseen and prevented, i.e.
the car accident.

YU’s participation in Model UN
serves anumber of very important pur-
poses. First, it allows the YU contigent to
meet and learn from college students
from all over the country, from diverse
backgrounds. Second, the students get
an opportunity- to act out the part of a
foreign country such as Bahrain, which
most of our student body probably nev-
er heard about let alone be versed in its
role in the world. These conventions
also educate the contingent on the role
of the UN, how it works and its global
significance. Finally, by making a favor-
able impression at these conferences, we
expose others who might not have been
exposed to Orthodox Jews before. So too,
we, the delegates, are exposed to others
such as the young man studying tobe a
priestand a young Muslim woman.

It is imperative that YU continues to
participate in this and other inter-colle-
giate conferences, despite the problems
that often occur. Despite YU’s absence
for some of the convention, a few years
ago someone from Yeshiva University
won third place for best delegate, one of
the most coveted awards for an individ-
ual. There is a definite place for YU at
UPMUNC, despite the problems.

“The YU Model UN members had a
great time over the weekend,” the article
states. I think that instead of focusing on the
negativeaspects of the weekend oneshould
give Sandor Bak and Beth Posner a yashar
koach for all their hard work as well as the

restofthe delegation forrepresenting Yeshi-,

va University in a favorable light.
Elisheva Wohlgemuth - SCW 96

Smaller YC Departments Have
Much to Offer as Well

To the Editor:

Jonathan Schloss’s centerpage arti-
cle, “Closet Majors” (October 19,1994)
was not only interesting, it made me
curious about other smaller depart-
ments. (I found some.) That strong
and unfailing administrative support
isgiven to so many fields only testifies
to the intellectual vitality of our uni-
versity. (Still, Music and Classics are
not usually considered nooks in aca-
demia; Sanskrit is a nook, and would
that we could offer it.) What is sur-
prising is that more students do not
avail themselves of what plentitude our
liberal arts programs provide. We facul-
ty do our best to make these fields less
“obscure”, even when they are over-
~ looked by students! But I must correct,
or clarify, two points. _

First, paraphrasing Twain, recent re-
ports of the death of Prof. Ed Levy are
exaggerated. Not only is he alive and
well, he still chairs the Music Depart-
ment. Second, my reported thought,
that orthodox Jews have socioeconomic
reasons in career planning that cause
them to overlook musicas amajor, isnot
quiteaccurate. IbelieveIsaid - or meant
- that (a) students are now behaving
conservatively in regard to academic

fieldsand career choicesatallliberal arts
colleges (and at larger universities, too),
andstudentsat Yeshiva College aregen-
erally more conservativein their choices
than students at, say, Brandeis Universi-
ty, (b) a majority of our students come to
us from parochial schools (mostly or-
thodox yeshivas) that do not offer in-
struction and education in music (as the
public schools do) with the result that
we have fewer band and orchestra mu-
sicians at Yeshiva College than at other
liberal arts colleges who field highly
visible musical groups, and (c) the Ye-
shivaCollege curriculum offers students
very few elective course choices. The
number of undergraduate music majors
at Yeshiva College, as a percentage of all
undergraduatestudents, is only slightly
smaller than at other colleges and uni-
versities. Of course, the Music Depart-
ment welcomes any and all students
who have already passed The Sense of
Musicintoits academic courses in histo-
ry and theory and urges all ‘Yeshiva
College musicians toenrollin our cham-
ber ensembles, choir, and applied music
_programs.

Noyes Bartholomew, D.M.A.
Associate Professor
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From the Editor’s Desk

MosHE 1. KINDERLEHRER

Late on Thursday night two weeks
ago, our campus was rocked by the
death of Aaron Heller, a YC senior,
late two Thursday nights ago.
Though the shiva is now over, he is
still on the minds of many.

I did not know Aaron. But that did
not deter me from waking up earlylast
Wednesday morning to travel with a
small group of student leaders to pay a
shiva call to Aaron’shomein West Or-
ange, NJ. After we davened shacharit,
his mother came downstairs, eager to
meet and talk to us, taping every word
of our exchangeas a way torecord her
own memories and therecollections of
Aaron’s friends. In a way, it was an
awkward situation. None of us there
knew him well.

Truth be told, I did not even know

"| what Aaron looked like until I saw his

high-school graduation picture sitting
in the Heller’s living room. It was a
familiar face staring back at me. His
face I knew from the halls, the lines in
the caf, and from walking the campus.
And, it turns out, we had a good num-
ber of mutual friends from his neigh-
borhood and YU.

But sitting there that Wednesday
morning, uncomfortable in the unfa-
miliar surroundings and battling the
heavy mood that hung over the house,
I introduced myself to his mother. His
mother was calm and composed, her
eyes sad; yet she was eager to make us

feel comfortable. We spoke at length
about Aaron and the response on cam-
pusto his death. She was quite interest-
ed tolearn of my involvement with The
Commentator,as well as curious to know
how we were going to treat the issue. I
explained it to her as best I could and
promised to send her this issue. She
recalled how she had urged Aaron to
write for the newspaper, but he had
never wanted to. The group sat there
for a while, listening intently to his
mother describe for us the events of the
past few days and of Aaron’s lifein YU
— his dorm room, Rubin Hall, his pro-
fessors, etc. She put us at ease with her
engaging manner and gratefulness at
our visit. She did not mind a whit at the
little connection we had to Aaron.

As the time came for us to go, we
gathered up our jackets and tefillin, said
HamakomY’'Nachem,and wenttothecar
outside. On the whole way back, I went
overthe events of the past two hours. I
certainly did not regret coming; it was,
after all, a mitzva, as well as an obliga-
tion I felt keenly about. I only wish I
could have stayed longer. Because
strangely, this shiva visit, more so than
any I have ever made, was the first one
where I felt that just my presence, just
tositand listen, was enough to give the
mother consolation and fulfill my obli-
gationas well. Ionlyhope I'm rightand
my feelings are true. It was a visit I will
not soon forget.

A

i A Message from the
,ﬁ YCSC President

Over thelastfew weeks I have spent
time representing you not to the ad-
ministration or faculty, but to the out-
side world. On Sunday, November 6, I
was at Wagner College in Staten Island
attending a conference for Student
Council presidentsfromthemetroarea.
I'had the opportunity to meet with my
peers at Seton Hall, Marymount, Pace
and others. At that conferencel gave a
workshop on Motivation and Organi-
zation, two important elements of run-
ning a good organization that can nev-
er be taken for granted. We had a good
time discussing similar problems and
offering solutions.

On Tuesday, November 15, I went
with David Price, from our Council for
Racial Harmony, to Albany. I testified
in front of the State Assembly Commit-
tee for Higher Education. The Forum
was Freedom of Speech on Campus.
My testimony, “Why Hate Speech is
not Higher education”, was well re-
ceived by the committee. The testimo-
ny outlined the general conflicts of free
speech vs. hate speech and encouraged
a broad education. As a Yeshiva Col-
lege representative it was important to
differentiate a political speaker from a
hate speaker by labeling a hate speak-
er’s technique as ‘negative speech’. |
disagreed with the lady who had spo-
ken before me (representing a black
cultural group in the University of Al-

bany) and said that every word has
meaning; it is impossible to take the
message of unification that a speaker
preaches without being affected by the
message of hate he/she spews (for ex-
ample, calling for the unification of
African-Americans as a nation while
calling Jews bloodsuckers and the root
of all evil). No true leader blames a
whole group of people for all his/her
group’s problems and sees their de-
struction as a solution. Finally, I asked
that it be made clear to all speakers that
they must come with clear and positive
pointswhen they speak or they won'tbe
accepted becauseeveryone knows thatif
they arespreading hatethenthey arejust
trying to take our money. (Speakers can
cost thousands to perform).

I believe this time was very well
spent and a lot stands to be learned
from these experiences. Feel free to
discuss these mattersor any others with
me. 781-8139, Mo 224.

Over the next four weeks represen-
tatives of the student council will be
coming to your rooms to tell you what
we are doing and ask for your sugges-
tions and/or complaints. Please give
them fair consideration as they are vol-
unteering their time to help you.

Thanks,

Daniel Billig

Y.C.S.C. President
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CALENDAR
EVENTS

Wednesday, November 30
Philanthropy Society — YCSC
Chanukah Chagiga for Russian
community

7-11:30 PM — Weissberg Commons

Thursday, December 1

YCSC, SOY, IBC, JSS, TAC, SCWSC
Chanukah Chagiga and Concert
8PM — Weissberg Commons

YC Wrestling vs. St. John's U.

7:30 PM — MSAC

Saturday, December 3
YC Basketball vs. Mass. Pharmacy
9:30PM (Away)

Sunday, December 4

YU Chanukah Dinner
Waldorf-Astoria - 4PM

YC Basketball vs. Mass. Pharmacy
9:30PM (Away)

Tuesday, December 6
YC Basketball vs. Cooper Union
8PM — MSAC

Wednesday, December 7
YC Wrestling vs. Wesleyan
6PM — Away

Thursday, December 8
Chemistry Club Speaker — Dr.
Regenstein of Columbia U.

Belfer 1610—Club Hour

YC Basketball vs. SUNY Maritime
8PM — MSAC

Friday-Saturday, December 9-10
Political Science Shabbaton at SCW

Sunday, December 11
Fourth Meeting of YCSC
10:30PM — Mo. 201

Monday, December 12
YC Basketball vs. Baruch
8PM — Away

YU
Commemorates
Churgin’s
100th Birthday

On Tuesday, Nov.29YU held a cere-
mony commemorating the 100th anni-
versary of the birthday of Dr. Pinchas
Churgin, who passed away in 1957. Dr.
Churgin served as a YU dean and pro-
fessor for 35 yearsbefore settling in Isra-
el, where he founded and served as the
first president of Bar Ilan University.
Among those offering remarks were YU
president Dr. Norman Lamm and Bar
Ilan Chancellor Dr. Emanuel Rackman.

Highlighting the program, which took
place in Furst Hall at 10:30 AM, was the
official establishment of the annual Dr.
Pinchas Churgin Prize in Jewish History.

-- Elie Borger
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Morg Mart is now open for business, as this picture indicates

Morg Mart Finally Opens

BY SETH Dym

Hungry students fromYU's largest
dorm nolonger have to make thetrek to
Rubin in order to get a bite, thanks to the
November 20 opening of the “Morg
Mart” in the basement of Morg. The
small snack shop, open nightly from
9:00 PM until 1:00 AM, features many of
the same items found in the Rubin Caf
Store at substantial savings .

The store got off to a late start this
year due to uncertainties with its SSSB
funding. These uncertainties were un-
derstandable given the fact that in the
past "Morg Mart” has not turned much
of a profit. In order toalleviate this prob-
lem, extra funding was requested for a
refrigerator, freezer, microwave, and
coffee makers in the hope that the new
equipment will keep the “mart” com-
petitive with the Caf Store, which not
only already boasts this equipment
but also has the important advantage

of accepting the near-universal “caf
card” as a method of payment. Be-
cause it is run by the student-led Joint
Business Society of SSSB and not the
administration, the mart cannot ac-
cept the “card.”

The store will have to overcome
other obstacles if it hopes to survive
against their stalwart competition.
Due to limited funding, publicity for
the opening was limited; a few hand-
written signs announcing the opening
clearly paled in comparison to the
polished menus and fliers widely dis-
tributed by the Caf Store. And the
relatively inconvenientlocation in the
basement (past the laundry machines
and around a corner) only exacerbates
their difficulties. Through no fault of
their own, the “mart” is at a clear
disadvatage, and unless the manage-
ment can come up with some clever
marketing ploys, it could be a long year
for these young enterpreneuts

BY NACHUM I.AMM
It is the second- largest room on n the
over three hundred people. Its archi-

the Florence and Sol Shenk Synagogue
in the Schottenstein Cénter is today ina
state of decay and disrepair, serving
only as a storage room.

‘Allthis, however, couldsoonchange.

tionof theShenk Synagogue (SCROTSS)

pose of refurbishing the shul.
In conjunction with the Comnuttee
for Jewish Affairs, this group of stu-

their plans foranewly refurbished shul
as well asletters to various administra-
tion and. board members requestmg
their support.

day, with other minyanim and shiurim
to come later. Resnick also hopes that
the shul can once again be the home of
the Rav Moshe Soloveitchik minyan,

Fresh Plans for Sh-

Main campus, with the capacity to seat

tectureand design are magnificent. But

 Upset with the current state of affairs, -
the Student Committee for the Restora-

has been formed for the express pur-

dents led by SSSB sophomore Michael astl
Resnick has drawn up an outline of:

- ‘Stressing that the synagogue's cur—’ stated hisbel
rent state was not in keeping with the' " an tidents
“kavod" a shul deserves, Resnick delin- .. be restorec
eated his plan- to begin with an 8:00 b
a.m. minyan Monday through Thurs-'

~ lishing one in this shul, and if the shul

whichwas previously held in thebuild- -

overcrowded ‘Batei Nﬁdrash by estab-

was indeed to be repan‘ed this would
indeed,be a wable option. -

Science Lab
Upgraded

BY BENYAMIN COHEN

The science laboratories at YC and
SCW have just begun to reap the bene-
fits of last year’s $40 million Golding
endowment. The $50,000 of thatendow-
ment thus far made available to each
campus has been used at YC for the
purchase of a Carbon Dioxide Incubator
and a Thermocycler, which will allow
students to conduct DNA fingerprint-
ing next semester. In addition, the labs
inFurst Hall have been the recipients of
more comfortable stoolsand a fresh coat
of paint.

According to Dr. Carl Feit, chairman
of the division of natural sciences and
mathematics, an additional portion of
the Golding endowment was designat-
ed “toenhance and support undergrad-
uate biomedical sciences at YU.” The
science faculty in conjunction with the
deans of YC and SCW are deciding how
to use that money. The $100,000 that has
been forwarded to the science depart-
ments so far is only the first installment
of the funds Feit hopes will be invested

‘inundergraduatesciences. “Weare hop-

ing to set up committees that will deter-
mine priorities in spending for all the
sciences and undergraduate laborato-
ries,” he said.

Nightmare In
the Library

BY YOEL MAYERFELD

This past Wednesday night, Novem-
ber16,a YCsenior was mistakenlylocked
inthelibrary after closing.. Afteran hour
in complete darkness, the senior, who
requested that his name not be men-
tioned, found a phone and called 911.
The lock-in occurred at 1:00 A.M. , the
library’s closing time, when he was pre-
vented from leaving the library with a
referencebook thathad notbeen checked
out for the night. As'he was replacing
thebook on the fifth floor he noticed the
lights go out. He then hurried to the
elevator and took it back to the ground
floor only to find it deserted and the
doors locked. He felt his way behind
one of thelibrary’s desks to use a phone,
being that he had no change for the pay
phones. He did not know: the code for
security (200) and the phone would not
dial a seven digit number so he was
forced to dial 911. Thelocal policeacted
quickly and were on campus within the
next ten minutes (approximately 2:10).
Policeinformed security of the situation
and he was released. Upon his belated
exitfrom thebuilding, he said, “Ithought
I'd be spending the night there”.

Thesecurity guard on duty explained
that this was a fluke. He explained that
“the student was on a floor that had
already been checked for people, while
the library was being locked up”.
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BY MENASHE SCHAPIRO

In today’s day and age the number
of students needing access toadequate
computer facilities increases almost as
rapidly as the technology develops. It
is therefore quite distressing toagrow-
ing number of YU students that the
computer facxhtles in Belfer Hall have
failed to meet to whatthey perceive as
fthelrcurrentneeds Forthesestudents,
ex-MIS, professor Salb mayhave put it .
best when he qulpped to his students
last semester that "the computer room
is state of the art — seven years ago.”

: Al_n those most affected are the
‘com uter science ma'ors and'S/ Sw. i

'hes mostly in the lack of updated hard-
ware, Most of the current computers are
~ notthe mdustry standard 486 which are
-needed fo run_programs like Windows
: L;efﬁcxentl ‘and. with the emer ence of

puter advisor Leonard Brandwein re-
mains optimisticabout the future of the
computer facilities. Hestated that Dean
Nierenberg is considering filling room
1111 in Belfer Hall with 486’s (which
will be designed to run Windows.) He
also noted that efforts are being made
for a full time advisor in the computer
room to oversee operations. .

' Lackof Hardware
. The problemofbackward technology

MIS ; ma]or Un
S

18P

is the caseof\rlruses Asthe tec.tmology
does the so histication of
ecessitating a more re-
fined method for weeding them out.
These dangerous viruses infect disks
and often causeirreparabledamage. In
fact, MISprofessorTelchmstructed}us
classes niot to use their marketmg and
research disks in the computer Toom
for fear of infection. '

- To allevnate this problem, computer

the cutting edge in computer technolo- -

ce. .supposed toproperlypresentaresume

that “these are things that need to be

‘with the possible order of 486's. “These

cause the computers will be available

are laggmg even further behmdv

8. “How is a petson

without access to a laser printer,” la-
mented Schechterman. He also added

readtly available if we are to compete
with other schools for the top jobs.”
According to Brandwein, efforts are
being made to purchase near- letter
quality Epson dot matrix printersalong

will be’ benefmal to all students; be-

- to all when classes‘are not in session,”
he explamed and expressed lus hope

L35 )

r“‘\-l u; M A ReA T

me scanning disks for vn'uses

AR A AR AN

_ dents, the computer room is still sub-
:\_also suggested that more on-\

attain certam educatlonal goals one
.. must buy his'own computer.”

TEIIAE AR AMLFT avanAs T

- the spring semester. But for many stu-

Arn wrve asn r&u'h\- v:

stantlally lacking important elements.

“major Jay. Koffsky may _have
p the prevailing sentiment
he stated that “in order to

The (’Imumentatnr'
T

Computer Room Needs Upgrade

Phllanthropy Soclety Struggles
to Keep up Programs

BY AARON KLEIN

Many students at YU take the avail-
ability of food for granted. No oneimag-
ines walking into the cafeteria for din-
ner only to be told that no food is being
served that night due to a shortage of
funds. Butfor manybeneficiariesof YU’s
Philanthropy Society programs, this
nightmare is becoming a grim reality.

Every Sunday, representatives of the
Philanthropy Society of Yeshiva Uni-
versity, through a program known as
“Meals on Wheels,” distribute food to
homeless Jews in the Chelsea section of
Manhattan, However, due to the lack of
funds, the club has recently faced se-
vere problemsin financing theprogram.

The “Meals on Wheels” program,
whichalso delivers Shabbos meals to 20
homebound elderly people in Wash-
ington Heights, costs over $5,000 a year.
Considering that the Philanthropy Society
has only been allotted $4,150 by the student
council, the reasons for the Society’s finan-
cial problems are eminently clear.

The Philanthropy society also runs
other worthwhile programs which re-

quire many more thousands of dollars.
They include projects such as the annu-
al Chanukah chagigah concert for Rus-
sianJewsbeingheld tonightin Belfer, as
well as classes held for theserecent im-
migrants four nights a week in Furst
Hall. YC studentsalso visithomebound
elderly every week.

Despite the shortage of funding, the
club, led by Ziv Mendelsohn and Dovid
Meisels,insists thatall current programs
will be preserved and that there will
even be some new ones instituted. To
uphold this promise, the club has turned
to other sources for funds. They have
solicited donations from alumni as well
as collected tzedakah from around the
university. They have also begun to cut
costs and are trying to get organizations
to donate the food for their “Meals on
Wheels” program. However, the club is
still in desperate need of financial assis-
tance to insure the continuation and en-
hancement of their ongoing programs. As
Raphael Gross, treasurer of the Society, not-
ed: “Jewish people...depend onus, wehope
we can depend on the YU community’s
generosity to keep us afloat.”
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Senate Applicants Dissatisfied Over
Handling of Selection Process

BY EPHRAIM LEIBTAG

Last month, the YC Senate selected
three new members to its group, Avi
Miller, Dov Kalton and Ari Hirt. The
application process included the sub-
mission of an essay on an “academic
topic” by the approximately forty pro-
spective candidates, followed by in-
terviews given to a select group of 15
to 20 students. After long hours of
meetings and discussions, along with
second and third interviews of many
oftheapplicants, thefinal choices were
made.

Butsome applicants were unhappy
with the process, which theyfeltcould
have been dealt with in a more profes-
sional manner. “I was told that I would
begivenaninterview, and be notified of
the time and place of the interview
within the next few days. Instead, two
weeks later I was notified of the selec-
tion of other students into the Senate
and [told] that this selection had taken
place the week before,” commented YC
Junior David Merklin. “I understand
now that it was most likely a misunder-
standing or miscommunication, and I
hold no grudge against them, but I just
wishthe wholeprocess would havebeen
handled more professionally.”

Also, one of the applicants inter-
viewed resented the fact that many of
theideas he had developedin theinter-
view werenow going to be used without

his participation. “If they liked my ideas
enough to follow through with them,
then they should have realized where
they were coming from and acted ac-
cordingly,” noted the anonymous ap-
plicant. Anotherapplicant was given an
interview on very short notice and con-
sequently felt that he was not given suf-
ficient time to prepare.

Despite these criticisms, Chairman of
the Student Senate Richie Socloff feels
that “the selection process is one of the
most professionally run in the college.”
He added that “by requiring an essay
before we give out interviews, we are
able to better gauge the benefits to be
gained from each of these applicants,
and give them a more formal means to
express their views.” As far as the spe-
cific concerns stated here, Socloff agrees
that even though in the end there may
have been some misunderstanding, ev-
ery effort was made to ensure full com-
munication between the current mem-
bers and the prospective ones. As an
example he cited a letter of thanks sent
toeveryapplicant. Socloffis also pleased
that students were open with him about
their feelings on the process and encour-
aged students to continue voicing their
opinionsin the future. “The Senate wel-
comes advice and comments on any act
thatwe do, especially when these com-
ments lead to a more efficient Senate
and therefore more benefits for the stu-
dent body as a whole.”

WYUR Back on Track

BY MICHAEL SPIVAK

After a month-long delay, WYUR fi-
nally hit the airwaves on Sunday
evening, November 13. The first week’s
shows were varied and ranged from
hard-core conservative political rheto-
ric to an Arabic music pageant. Most
students expressed satisfaction with the
station’s program lineup, and WYUR'’s
phoneline was heard in the background
of most shows toberinging offthe hook.

Sunday’sprogramlineup featured the
return of the “What Are You Hocking
About?” show with hosts Eli Duker and
Ilan Haber. Many interesting halachic
questions were raised, including one
caller who asked if a man could be
mekadesh a woman over the Internet.

On Monday, “Shirim V’Shiurim,” a
show produced by the Israel Club, pre-
miered. The show featured popular Is-
raeli songs and some Hebrew conversa-
tion aswell. Many YU studentswho had
spenta yearin Israel experienced a sense
of nostalgia after hearing the rapid-fire
Hebrew over the airwaves. The Arabic
Music Show was next. It featured songs
with exotic Arabic chants and unique
Middle Eastern melodies.

The biggest surprise of the night was
the premiere of “The Right Stuff,” a po-
litical talk show hosted by Aaron Leff
and Eric Heine. The hosts took a decid-
edly right-wing point of view and were
challenged by various callers. Their first
show featured an impassioned debate
with a caller who asserted that Leff and
Heine’s extreme brand of conservatism
verged on neo-Nazism. The hosts vehe-
mently denied the charges and stated
that liberals were more of a threat to
Orthodox Judaism than conservatives.

Leff argued that “the majority of stu-
dentsat YU do consider themselves con-
servatives” and said that he believes
Orthodox Judaism has goals “which are
similar to the Republican-conservative
movement.” He conceded, however, that
there were some politicians in the con-
servative movement who many people
would call anti-Semites.

Leff admits that he is pleasantly sur-
prised at the response to his show by the
YU audience: “I'm very happy with the
two shows that we have had so far...I was
warned in the beginning of my radio
career at WYUR that I shouldn’t depend
on phone calls, but so far, the student
body has been very supportive of the
show.” Leff also gave credit to the other
right wing conservative talk shows on
WYUR that he said were tuming WYUR
into a “really great radio station.”

Another show which produced in-
stant controversy was “Chatting It Up
With Susan And Beth.” The hosts dis-
cussed many sensitive topics, including
the issue of condom distribution on col-
lege campuses, which led many irate lis-
teners to phone in with their comments.

By far the most entertaining show of
the week in the eyes of many students
was Tuesday night’s “Reality Check”
with Daniel Brody and Daniel Ehrenre-
ich. Listeners said that the chemistry
between Brody and Ehrenreich was per-
fect, and the show instantly gained the
reputation of being the funniest pro-
gram on 640 AM.

AsWYUR entered its second week of
broadcasting, it introduced a new fea-
ture to its lineup: five minute hourly
news segments, consisting of the latest
global and national issues, sports, weath-
er, and campus news.
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Twenty Students Going To
Chanukah Dinner

BY JosH ENGLARD

Although the guest list of YU’s annu-
al gala Chanukah Dinner, to be held
December4, is always replete with well-
known individuals from both the Jew-
ish and secular worlds, there is a group
of attendees who donot receive as much
attention. This group, composed of 20
YC and SSSB students, represents the
student body and was chosen solely by
YCSC President Daniel Billig. The fig-
ure of 20 students, double the amount
invited last year, was made possible by
the purchase of five tables by a donor.

Why invitestudents to whatis osten-
sibly a fundraising event? Billig ex-
plained that “students make up what
goes on and should be present at any
official ceremony to make it complete.”
The dinner enables the students to come
together with the other parts of the uni-
versity. Efrem Nulman, YC Dean of Stu-
dents, commented that “these students
are the heart and soul of the Yeshiva and
it is our achrayus and responsibility to
invite them.”

Although hobnobbing with the YU
aristocracy sounds enjoyable, the din-
ner is not just food and fun for these
students. They assist with the academic
convocation — particularly the robing
of the doctoral degree recipients. But
according to Dean Nulman, they will

still have time to sit and eat.

Indetermining the invitees, Billig felt
it was important that the different parts
of the university be represented. Thus,
he invited the president and vice-presi-
dent of SSSB, SOY, IBC and JSS, as well
asall of theclass presidents.'Also receiv-
ing an invitation were the executive
members of the YCSC board, the Stu-
dent Court, and the Student Senate.

Anotherinteresting point was the fact
that not one invitation was offered to a
president of one of the many student
clubs on campus. One YC senior com-
plained that “something is clearly amiss
when the Student Senate receives two
invitations while not one of the major
active clubs on campus will be repre-
sented at the dinner.”

The final list of students invited read:
Daniel Billig, Yosel Helft, Chaim Leffel,
and Jeremy Lustman from YCSC; class
presidents Ezra Cohen, Eric Berkowitz,
Jason Buskin, and Jonathan Klein; Ziv
Mendelson and Daniel Gibber from
SSSB; Yitzchak Book and Daniel Davis
from SOY; Adam Cohen and Steven
Gordon from IBC; Jake Freiman and
Ronn Yaish from JSS; Moshe Kinderle-
hrer, editor-in-chief of The Commentator;
Brian Grosberg, chief justice of the Stu-
dent Court; Richard Soclof and Isaac
Sasson, chairperson and secretary, re-
spectively, of the Student Senate.

JSS Student Council Taking Action

BY OREN S. KEISER

In an attempt to fully meet the
needs of its diverse student body,
JSSSC hasbegun theyear instituting
new programs and improving cur-
rent ones.

The activities of the JSS student coun-
cil began even before the school year
did, as JSS student leaders spent time
during orientation assisting new stu-
dents with schedule planning. The goal
oftheprogram was to eliminate muchof
the confusion endemic to registration.
JSSSC continued its activities into the
first few weeks of the year by selling
gemarot, resulting in an overflow of stu-
dents in its office looking to make pur-
chases.

One of the most successful programs
run by JSSSCis its daily minyan. Under
the auspices of Rabbi Jacobson, some of
the special features of this minyan in-
clude a free breakfast and the allotment
of extra time after davening to allow
those students new to the prayers addi-
tional time to complete them ata reason-
able pace. JSSSC has also helped im-
prove the students’ davening by con-
vincing the Office of the Dean to end JSS
classes ten minutes early to allow the
students sufficient time to daven min-
cha.

Other programs initiated thus far
by JSSSC include a Tzizit sale and a
mezuza and teffilin check by a quali-
fied sofer.

For Chanukah, JSSSC will be giving
out thick candlestolight on Friday night,
to insure that each student’s candles
willl remain lit long enough to fulfill his
obligation. Members of JSS have also
beeninstrumentalin the planning of the

JSS Student davening at JSS Minyan

upcoming Chanukah Chagiga for Rus-
sian Jews to be held in Weissberg Com-
mons Wednesday, Nov. 30.

The JSS student council, however, is
not content to rest on their laurels. Sev-
eral major programs for the spring se-
mester are currently in the works.
Among them are a reasonably priced
trip to the Holocaust Museum in Wash-
ington, DC and a seminar on yeshivot in
Israel.

With all these various programs,
JSSSC is well on its way to meeting the
needs of its varied student body. JSS
student leaders are hopeful that their
initial successes will help set the tone for
the rest of the year.

1—@12 Commentator

BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK

Therelease of Masmid ‘94, the year-
book of Yeshiva College’s graduating
class of ‘94, is expected in January,
seven months after graduation. The
newly appointed editors of Masmid
’95, David Schertz and Jonathan Lan-
da, are confident that the the fruit of
their labor will be ready for release in
a shorter amount of time, certainly
before January 1996.

Schertzis optimisticbecauseworkon
the yearbook has actually begun in the

fall semester, unlike last year. The two
editors have met with the publisher, the
photography staff has been chosen, and
other staff members are soon to be cho-
sen. Additionally, the editors asserted
that “the Masmid offices in Schotten-
stein are asbestos-free” and that “they
would not be recruiting anyone of ques-
tionable religious affiliation who would
promote the secularization of Masmid.”

Yearbook picture-taking has been
scheduled for Dec. 12-15, and all seniors
are urged toavail themselves of the pho-
tographic service.

2549 Amsterdam Avenue
(Bet. 186th & 187th)
New York, NY 10033

(212)923-1180

Crazy for
Chanuka!

Between 6-10 pm
Buy any
Small Drink for
$2.99
and Get a
Free Calzone
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It’s official!
A recent
study con-
ducted by a
Big Six ac-
counting firm
has verified

The Princeton
Review’s outstanding aver-

age score improvements! Our

MCAT students have an average
score improvement of 6.0 points.
Our LSAT students improve their
scores by an average of 7.5 points.
The average score improvement
of our GMAT students is 72
points, and our GRE students raise
their scores by an average of 214
points. So, how dowedoit? Simple.
Small classes (no more than 15
students) grouped by ability and
great teachers who give lots of
personal attention. The Princeton
Review is the most effective,
efficient and enjoyable way to great
results! No more wondering
who’s the best. Now, we have

1 0 0 %

PROOF!

THE
PRINCETON
REVIEW

S002 REVIEW

The Princeton Review is not affiliated with
Princeton University or the Educational Testing Service.
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The following are contributions by Aaron’s closest friends meant
to help preserve his memory:

The Levayah

Even the heavens cried at Aaron’s levayah. They had perceived the
elderly, thecritically ill, and the infirm arriving at thefinal resting place, now
observing a strapping twenty-one year old, in the prime of life, This scenario
was too much even for the heavens to bear.

It was erev Shabbat, with only three hours to the time of candle lighting,.
This was a unique erev Shabbat -one in which friends, relatives and
classmates gathered at Old Montefiore Cemetery to bid farewell to alovely
young man - Aaron Heller.

From the YU administrators and rebbes, to his college classmates, family
members, West Orange neighbors and friends who gathered that Friday, the
consensus was clear.- Aaron Heller’s soul was a most gentle and kind one.
All could agree that his “derech eretz” for others was exemplary, and, that
indeed a “Neshama Tehorah” had been summoned back to its maker.

Those of us who knew him well, knew him as an avid Yankee fan and
movie aficionado. The coincidental confluence of the baseball strike, with
the Yankees clearly headed for the pennant was a cause for dismay to Aaron.

He enjoyed working with children. For the pastfive years,hehad worked
summers in a local day camp. As an unapologetic sports enthusiast, he
loved baseball and basketball. Aaron had the unique personality that
allowed him to have friends both older and younger than himself.

His sudden and unexpected passing was a source of unfettered grief and
bereavement to the many who had come to admire and respect
him.Throughout his few and tender years, no one had ever heard a word of
despair or witnessed any diminution of his faith in Hashem.As one who
gracefully accepted his fortunein life, he fulfilled the Mishnaic definition of
the rich man.

What lesson can we learn from this twenty-one year old who has left his
earthly classes for the “Yeshivah shel maalah?’

Aaron’s legacy to us is clear. one’s faith in G-d should never waiver nor
diminish even when faced with disproportionate adversity. This is the
sacred teaching of dear Aaron that we shall cherish in our collective
memories, and, one which he bequeathed to us with his very life.

Asone friend put it with tears of grief, “He was an allaround great person
with whom to be friends.”

Those, of all ages, who knew him will very much miss him.

Reflections by Friends

Thank G-d,Iamvery lucky tohavemanygood friends.. There’snothinglike
sitting around withacoupleof good friendsand shmoozingaboutlife. Butwho
has time for that in college. Everyone has different schedules: classes, chavru-
sas, girlfriends, etc. Good friends are fun to be with, but they can rarely leave
one with an impression of themselves when they are not around.

A best friend transcends distances of time and space which can preclude
communication and bonding. A best friend is someone who can makehimself
felteven when he is on the second floor and you are on the seventh or whenhe
isinSociologyand you aresittingina History class. It's about feeling someone’s
presence and Hashpa’a and seeing him, even when he is nowhere in sight.

Aaron, I was very lucky tohave you as a best friend. You were always there
for me. I never had to wait. No class, report, assignment, or scheduling
inconvenience was more important to you than our friendship. You were
always in sight. No one will ever know the type of Hashpa’a you had on my life.

I will always love you,. “Von Garon”

In each setting Aaron encountered, he set up the most comfortable
accomodations and adopted the place ashis own. Whether it wasat Camp
Kehila (Union, N YMHA Day Camp), his shul, Rubin Hall, the local ball
field, or Yankee Stadium, Aaron always found his niche. He sat either
behind first base or in the right field bleachers and knew the “Bleacher
Creature” by name. Aaron took first base like Mattingly and wished he shot
baskets like Bird but above all, he played sports with an indescribable
menschlachkite enthusiasm.

I've never seen anyone set up a room as cozily as Aaron Heller. From the
time I dormed next door to him two years ago until this year, his room
doubled asa lounge. Farremoved from the YU ratrace, this quiet kibbitzer,
hospitable shmoozer, and quality friend was cut out for social work. Aaron
started his fourth year on campus knowing what he wanted out of life. “I'll
work withpeople”, he oncetold me, “Iknow Iwon’t makealot of money but
I'll be happy.” While he did not have any siblings, he certainly had many
brothers. Thanks for the memories, big guy. A Friend.
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Aaron pictured at Basketball Hall of Fame
in Springfield Massachusells

Aaron’s door in the Rubin dorm --
decorated with messages from friends

ng: An instant silence overca me he
'room; many students stood frozeni m_
place while others, numb and in

state, he managed toslide overonto the
stretcher and assist the Hatzalah vol--
unteers in aiding | him. Berlin, Leven-
brown, and twosecurity members then
physically carried him ‘downstairs,
wherea paramedm waited in anambu-
lance to administer full life support.-
But as Heller was being. transportedi.
downstalrs, the ‘technicians ‘were.

“shock, simply sat down and buried
‘their heads in their hands.

‘tasks, not the least of which was in-
forming Heller’'s mother of what had
7 transpn‘ed There were othermatters to

shocked to see’that his breathing had -
come to a halt,as his complexion qmck- :

ly went from a pale white to an eeriej'_;
shade of purple. Realzzmg that emer-
| gency treatment was called. for, they
| laid him down on the ﬂoormthe Rubin. -

__j _be taken care of as well, such as arrang-
mg forabus forstudents to thg fun_e;al

_{tastm]ob o Arnvmgatmehospltalshqrt-.
lyafter the ambulance did, he not only
£ ¢h :

g "if..hvenessof_ﬂieplatelem meblood:fal_]ed'
seven hours, the ALS technician con- to dot norma]]y Yet hafacha prohibits
tinued his efforts by admuustem\g in- . ;
jections, while students back at YU at- -
tempted to provide their own injection
of faith with their fefillot. Afterthe am-
bulance reached Columbia-Presbyteri-
an, doctors worked behind ‘a closed
curtain trying to save Heller, while the -
technicians and small group which had
accompanied Heller to the hospital -
waited anxxously After twenty ago-
nizing minutes, doctors emerged and -
confirmed everyone’s worst fears —

- visual autopsy, and asa result, the exact
cause: of Heller's death will probably
never be known. Students are left to

ber night, despite a strongly united YU
- courageous effortsby both a patientand

‘the words of someone whoknew Heller
‘well, “a great friend and a great guy.” -

At the hospital the small group was
then faced with several formxdable'

: : P
'a_n, very often’ lead to a
f th bloodtoclot While Heller

contemplate only that on a cold Novem-
student body and some. tremendously

his friends, Yeshiva University lost, in
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Local Hatzolah And
Students Serve University
& Community

BY ARl HIRT

Until now, our sight has been myo-
pic; all we would see were six students
running in and out of classrooms carry-
ing walkie-talkies. Unfortunately, it took
the tragic passing of fellow classmate,
Aaron Heller to broaden our percep-
tions. Wecannow lookbeyond thewalk-
. ie-talkies and see the students tending
to YU’s Main Campus emergeny medi-
cal needs responsibilities for who they
really are.

In addition to being Yeshiva College
students, Yosef Levenbrown, Yossi
Schenker, Eli Berlin, Avi Hornstein, Hil-
lel Wiener, and Motti Edelstein are also
Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs)
who volunteer for Hatzolah, the Jewish
volunteer organization that provides
pre-hospital emergency medical care.
These students, along with more than
twenty other members of the local Breu-
er’s community, help constitute a team,
independent of YU, servicing the emer-
gency medical needs of the entire Wash-
" ington Heights area. “In fact, very few
of our calls come from YU; the majority
of our calls come from Breuer’s,” re-
marks Yosef Levenbrown, who, along
with Yossi Schenker is the mostsenior of
the six members.

The number of calls per week varies.
Some weeks each member may only
answer one call, whereas other weeks
they each may have five calls in one
moming. No matter how slow or fast
theweek may be, they are on-call twenty
four hours a day, seven days a week. “I
could besleeping foroveranhour,” tells
EMT Hillel Wiener, “and then BAM, I
get a call and I could be up for the
remainder ofthenight.” Itissuchuncer-
tainty that prevents the Hatzolah mem-
bers from setting too many appoint-
ments.

Hatzolah, originally founded by Sat-
mar Hasidim twenty years ago, is a
Brooklyn-based organization which pro-
vides pre-hospital care for the sick and

injuredintheNew York area. TheEMT’s’

responsibilities include arriving at the
scene and finding out what is wrong -
whetherthe problem is a medicalillness
or a traumatic injury? They then take
the necessary measures to insure that
the patients make it to the hospital in
stable condition. All EMTsareequipped
with duffel bags which contain trauma
and oxygen kits. When the situation
demands for a procedure to be per-
formed by a paramedic, one of the three
Hatzolah paramedics in the Washing-
ton Heights area is called to the scene.
Whatdifferentiates Hatzolah from the
NYC EMS, the municipal emergency
medical service? “Our response timeis
superior,” answers Hillel Wiener. In
Hatzolah there exists a 90 second rule.
When the first call goes out, only those
EMTs within 90 seconds of the scene are
encouraged to answer. The closest tech-

nician responds directly, while the other

EMTsarrive on the scene with anambu-
lance. The average response time for
EMS in this area is 8 minutes for priority
life threatening calls, whereas Hatzolah

facilitates a quick response with its 90
second rule.

The reason why Hatzolah is capable
of implementing such an efficient “90
second rule” is because it is a localized,
neighborhood-based volunteer service.
Inany given Jewish community in New
York, a certain number of technicians
are stationed over a particular number
of blocks. Therefore, they are very fa-
miliar with the homes and immediately
recognize the addresses inthe neighbor-
hood. Yosef Levenbrown tells how five
Hatzolah people could conceivably be
on the same block from where the call is
emanating - making the response time
thirty seconds or less.” Undoubtedly,
achieving positive results is directly re-
lated to Hatzolah’s well noted quick
response time.

Even though Hatzolah operates in
the Washington Heights area and is par-
ticularly prominent within Yeshiva Uni-
versity, many students wonder why YU
does not manage its own official emer-
gency medical personnel and facilities.

Shouldn’t YU be taking more of an ac-

tive roleon-campus addressing the stu-
dents’ medical needs? YC senior and
Hatzolah member Avi Homstein feels
that such measures are unnecessary. He
explains, “the fact that we are a small
university, located in Washington
Heights - a community with an active
Hatzolah - I don’t think that it makes
sense for YU to have something of its
own.” YC junior, EMT Hillel Wiener,
though, suggests that YU should orga-
nize a database containing every stu-
dent’s medical records. Since YU secu-
rity is operational at all hours of the
night they would man this database.
Then, while one security guard spells
out a patient’s Social Security number
over the radio, the guard by the data-
base could press a button, print out the
record and bring it to the scene. Such a
record, which describes the patient’s
medical history would surely assist
Hatzolah in knowing how to treat the
patient.

While these six students direct their
time, effort, and emotion towards help-
ing other Jews, many of them feel at
times that fellow students treat their
duties lightly. Hillel Wiener recalls one
incident when he received a call while
riding on the Belfer elevator. Students
onthe elevator began tomockingly com-
ment, “Do you want us to stop theeleva-
tor for you? Come on, jump.”

Even though such incidents may
be rare, these occurrences still both-
er the Hatzolah members. After all,
they are sacrificing their time for
others. “When we miss class, we
must make up thework,” adds Wien-
er. Though “most teachers are un-
derstanding and accommodating but
at the same time-they can not say -
*Oh, I understand so don’t worry
about the midterm,’” noted Wiener.

They aren’t asking for special treat-
ment or demanding extra respect and
recognition. They just want to do their
job without any hassles and with the
professional courtesy they deserve.
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The Value of the Faculty

Second in a series on Yeshiva
“University 5 academic reputation

BY JosH FINE AND Dov SIMONS

It is clear that a university’s aca-
demicreputationisdependentupon its
faculty. Professors must possess adept
teaching skills, publish papers, and de-
liver lectures to the pubhc However,
in order to obtain and maintain such a
faculty, a university administration
must insure that their professors are
satisfied and content.

Faculty’ financial stablllty is anis-
sue of major concern and cause of

much: diss isfaction ‘amongst -YU
; ccordmg to areportby °

'es and Socral Scxences

:than mc«st o her comparable institu-

‘tions.” Out of fot ur-year, private col-

leges m the New York City metropol-

srty Furthermore, no
th Mld-Atlanhc area

As degredlng as the low pay may
be, the fact that teachers possess no

the Yeslnvas‘Unl_versrty Faculty Asso-
ciation (YUFA) attempted to form a
union, and-were recognized by the

'NLRB. The YU*administration op-
-posed YUFA by hiring top attorneys

and- brmgm ~the teachers to court.
The landmark case eventually made
its way 10 the Supreme Court under
the titleNational Labor Relations Board
vs. Yeshzva niversity. ‘The Supreme
d that the faculty of Yeshi-
ity are considered part of
management because they participate
in the decision-making processes of
theUniversity, particularly standards
foradmission and graduation, as well
as budget ‘allotments. Due to their
“managerial responsibilities” YUFA
could not be protected by the NLRB,
and a YU faculty union could only
formif the administrationagreed. As
a-result, the teachers were unable to
join forces and YU became known
around the academic community as
the university which does not allow
unionization.
The,-Arrrer_lcan Assoc1atlon of Uni-
versity Professors still blacklists Ye-
shiva University because 0f NLRB vs.

YU. “New professors may be hesi- -

tant to choose to come here,” said
Political Science professor Dr. Ruth
Bevan, ”Professors think twice be-
fore commg here “However, lack of
professor posrtrons in the New York

area often forces young scholars to

consider coming here. “If offered a
position, they would consider it,”
commented Psychology Professor Dr.

Michael Palij. He also noted that a
_professor’s personal beliefs cannot

conflict with the unique philosophy
of Yeshiva University, adding a fur-

_scale.

ther constraint on the list of possible
candidatesfor YU professorships. Still,
English Professor Dr. Will Lee, a mem-
ber of the Faculty Welfare Committee
stresses, “YU must remain competitive
ifithopes to attract the best new schol-
ars.”

The recent 3% pay raise is a lucid
example of the faculty’s lack of lever-
age in bargaining for improvement in
procedures for tenure, retirement, or
pay raises. According to Vice-Presi-
dentSchwartz, the Administration was
debating a raise “from 3% to5%,” ulti-
mately deciding onthelower end of the
However, a faculty report
claimed the Board had mandated a 4%
raise, and stated that even those num-
bers wouldbeinsufficient. Eventhough
decisions by the Federal Reserve Board
this past year have kept inflation at a
relatively low level, holding off a great-
er disparity between the cost of living
and faculties’salaries, theissueofhealth
care still remains.

Schwartz understo0d the need fora
payraise, saying,“To theextentwecan
afford it, I am for it. We want faculty
morale to be high, and to recognize the
faculty in tangible ways.” Obtaining
funds specifically for the purpose of

“raising faculty salaries may be the solu-

tion. .. Professor of Music Dr. Noyes
Bartholemew, a member of the Fac-
ulty Welfare Committee, said, “What
is needed, and the need is great, is a
substantialcommitmentby the Board
and by fund-raisers over the years.”
Citing suchuniversitiesas Dartmouth
and Middlebury, he called for fund-
raising for faculty raises, salaries com-
petitive enough to attract young
teacher-scholars, and endowing pro-
fessorial chairs.

Administrators insist that distin-
guished professors come to Yeshiva
University, such as the recent arrival
of SSSB professor of management Dr.
Ivar Berg, a former professor at the
University of Pennsylvania. In addi-
tion, Dr. Schwartz is set to announce
the arrival of two well-known schol-
ars over the next two years; Jewish
History Professor Steven Katz from
Cornell and Chemistry Professor
Roald Hoffman, a Nobel Laureate,
with the latter staying for two semes-
ters. But many professors feel the Uni-
versity is giving up on the permanent
faculty in exchange for high profilevis-
iting professors. Dr. Lee commented,
“bringing them in is a great idea, but
not if it takes money away from the
salary of regular, permanent profes-
sors.”

Dr. Lee and other professors feel
that the University should concentrate
on attracting talent by offering more
attractive salaries. Such efforts would.

alsohelpretainhighqualitystaff mem-

bers. Professors could then afford tobe
more focused on YU students, and the
course offerings Dr. Lee concluded, “It
isnotsoimportantthatwehave merely
anacademicreputation. Wedon’tneed
tobe Harvard. We doneed to maintain
a high level of education.”
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[Decanal Search] committee.” When
Adler’s name came up a few timesin the
courseof theinterview, Schwartzwould
invariably ask, “Who?” or “Do I know
him?” Schwartz did note that he hopes
to make a public announcement on the
issue in the next few weeks or so.

. The Commentator was able to learn
fromanumber of high-level administra-

undecided in talks between Adler and
YU is the matter of when he will be
taking over the position. The sources
indicated that YU hopes to have Adler
installed asearly as thestartof the Spring

volves around how soon Adler would .

detalls are stlll unclear o

A"Tradltlonal"]ew e

‘However, members of‘f ' m
mumtyateelementsaremncenwdabou
Adler’s level of rehgxous observance

Dean Announcement Delayed by-.

Contract Negotatlons .
continued from page S

tive sources that among the issues still -

1995 semester. Obviously, the issue re- . su es. "

beabletovacatehlscu(mntpostatNorm- si
eastern. However, as of press tlme, the :

lege’s academic reputatlon would be
enhanced by the selection £rom outside
the university community. Indeed, the
dedisiontobypass professors whoknow
the campus for an outsider is viewed as
a victory for those who have advocated
focusing on- YC’s acadenuc stnength m
1ts recruxtment efforts

A Tough ]ob Ahead :
_When Adler does ¢ assume the dean~
shxp, takmg the reins from the YC Dean

| We W Aleep

To the editor:

The intent of this article is not to re-
fute the opinions expressed in “Wake
up, MYP” of the previous issue of the
Commentator. However, I feel obligat-
ed to explain that MYPis currently wide
awake. The serious students of MYP
start their morning seder between 9and

9:15. At 12:00 the lunch period begins. It-

ends for all shiurs at 12:45. No shiur
imposes a one hourbreak for lunch;only
acoupleof shiurimhave another 15 to45
minutes which s used as an extension of
the moming seder in order to give the
talmidim proper time to go about their
shiur preparation. There are many stu-
dentswhotake breaks forlunch thatlast
significantly less than the allotted time.
In addition, most shiurim end at 2:45
and then daven mincha. Most of these
serious students have nightseders which
last at least as long as two hours and as
long as ten hours.

MYP also has incorporated hashkafa
and halacha inyanim into its curricu-
lum. Its Rebbeim discuss these issues
when the need arises. The Wednesday
night shiur in the Main Beis Medrash
also addresses these issues and is at-
tended by many MYP students. Thus it
is evident that longer learning time can
be combined with theseimportantinya-
nim without any real need to create any
new programs.

One of the statements by Shmidman
which hurt me the most was the fact that
he quoted a doctor to prove that there is
a major sleepiness problem during shi-
ur. His claims attempt to prove that all
MYP talmidim except those of Rabbi

Parnes’s shiur are not fully alert during
their respective shiurim. This claim is
absurd since a person with the proper
amount of sleep will be able to stay alert
during a shiur no matter what time it is
given at, and a person who has had
insufficient sleep will be unable to func-
tion properly at any time.

Sunday is an essential part of the
week of the MYP student. There is an
obligation tolearn Torah every day and
there is no reason why Sunday should
be different. If a student wants to have
Sundays off then he could go to IBC or
JSS;the Yeshiva does not need another
Sunday-less program.

Moreover, Ifeel that evenafter Shmid-
man in his article has cut the difference
betweenMYPandGBMPfromtwohours
to thirty minutes, that the extra 2500
minutes, or 42 hours per year, not in-
cluding the Sundays and night seder of
the MYP student, is definitely some-
thing to worry about. The many serious
students of MYP should not haveahava
amina of switching to GBMP even
b’dieved, asopposed tothe “I'chatchila”
din which Shmidman claims “will push
many YU students’ Torah education
from good tosuperb.” Less learning can
not be “superb.” Therefore, I believe
that GBMP would only be suitable for
those non-serious- students in MYP

- whose learning is minimal and can be

increased. Itis thosestudents whomake
MYP look like a sleeping bum, whereas
itisreally awake in Torahlearning at all
times of the day everyday.

—Joseph Markowitz YC 96

The Only Difference is the Name

continued from page two

as wellastheshaklav'taryainless applica-
blegemaras. All ofthese areas are necessi-
ties for life outside the Yeshiva. The sur-
veys alsoshowed that that the majority of

| . students aeawareof thedifficult realities

assocdiated with a three hour moming
seder followed by as much as seven hours
of college courses. Students preferred
less unsupervised seder and more pro-
ductive use of the remaining time.
Theresult of thesestudiesis The Gold-
ing Beit Midrash Program. Only one-
and-a-halfhoursof supervisedseder with

hashkafa and halacha shiurim are ingredi-
ents of an existing program—IBC. The
only tangible difference between IBC
and GBMP is the name. One is called a
college, the other a Beit Midrash Pro-
gram. The name fosters the infamous
stigma. Some students cannot come to
grips with going to Yeshiva University
without attending a Yeshiva program.
The Golding Beit Midrash Program has
tremendous potential. It is unnecessary
to look elsewehere to reach it;now is the
time to accept IBC for what it is.

JEFF MOR

Member Diamond
Dealers Club

JEFFSOMOR
Diamond Co.

212-764-3536

580 5th Ave., % DDC ¢ New York, NY 10036
Importer and Cutter of Fine Diamonds

Fax 212-921-4399

When you're ready to get engaged, be cautious looking for the right diamond.

Buy from someone you can #rust.
Jeff Mor, YU alumni (91), guarantees to
save you at least $1000 with honest
wholesale prices.

Also specializes in emerald, ruby,
sapphire, pearl jewelry (Earrings,
rings, bracelets & pendants)
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Interdisciplinary Majors

To the Editor:

Traditionally, in order to major in a
subject at Yeshiva College, students are
required to take 30 or more credits pri-
marily in a single subject. However, to-
day in our global society, we know that
knowledge in various disciplines is nec-
essary in order to be truly educated in
most fields. Also, educational research
shows that students retain more when
courses are interrelated.

In order to break the paradigm in
which students must concentrate a
large number of credits in a single
academic discipline, Yeshiva College
should adopt a policy of designing
interdisciplinary majors. Such a
change would require a reorientation
of college guidance personnel and
department heads.

Someinterdisciplinary majors would
be easy to design. For instance, a major
in American Society Since World War Il
would naturally include courses in his-
tory, economics, political science, soci-
ology and Modern American Music. A
majorinMarketing, mightincludecours-
es such as “"Writing Copy for Marketing
and Direct Advertising”, from the En-
glish Department, “Entrepreneurship”,

from the Management Dept., “Statistics
for Business,” and the “Psychology of
Buyers’ Behavior.”

Other interdisciplinary courses of
study may be harder to design. There-
fore, it would be necessary to develop
variations of current course offeringsto
meet students’ needs, to develop new
courses and to establish a system of
mentoring for students with indepen-
dentresearchinterests. Thelatter would
be particularly necessary for cases, in
which providing a course for too few
students would be prohibitive financial-
ly and for topics for which mentored
independent research would be a pre-
ferred approach to learning.

Since our Senate has constitutional
jurisdiction over academic curriculum
andrequirements fordegree,itbehooves
them to facilitate a more flexible, inter-
disciplinary course of study, for their
fellow students who would benefit from
this program of courses and who are
disadvantaged by the traditional course
program. I urge the Senate to make this
change a top priority issueinits deliber-
ations this term.

Josh Fine YC "96
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BE OUR GUEST FOR SHABBOS AND
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COMMUNITY AND ITS RAV

RABBI ETAN TOKAYER
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~ UP-TO-DATE
SPORTS
FINANCE
STOCKS AND MORE!!
1-900-484-6000

Extension 2534

- $2.99 per min.
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Procall Co. (602)954-7420
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Earn $500- $1000 weekly stuffing envelopes.

For details - RUSH $1.00 with SASE to:
GROUP FIVE
57 Greentree Drive, Suite 307
Dover, DE 19901

Glatt Kosher

Deli Hosboh

Israeli Sfyle Dellcotessen
Ginll = Salads
We Do Catering
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(212) 496-1500 ~ Fax (2]2) 496-2023 (212) 568-4800
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Schwarma in Pita with fries and a can of Coke - $7.50
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Coach Halpert addresses the team late in the game, during a time-out

%

Macs Trounced by NJIT in
Home Opener

8Y ADAM MELZER AND DAvID LEVINE

The Macs home opener against NJIT
can best be characterized as an up-and-
down affair for the Macs and their fans.
For a while, this game looked as though
it was going to be interesting. Despite
their multitude of turnovers and lethar-
gic play, the Macs remained close to
NIJIT till about four minutes to play in the
firsthalf, trailing by only six points. Butin
the last four minutes, the zebras silenced
the MSAC as they sent NJIT to the foul
line eight times, resulting in a fourteen-
point halftime lead for the nationally
ranked visitors. The end of the first half
was punctuated by a tremendous block
by the NJIT big man, Christopher Kelly.
(The ball is probably still rolling over the
George Washington Bridge.)

In the second half, NJIT turned up the
heat, opening with a 12-2 run which
signaled the end for the home team;
NIJIT romped to a 96-58 win over the out
of breath Macs.

Bright Spots
TheMacsdid show somebrightspots,

however. Starting point guard Barry
Aranoff pouredin 13 points on6-7shoot-
ing. Heshowed tremendous confidence
and exhibited to all in attendance why
he is capable of anchoring the Macs at
the guard position. Neil Bronstein (6
points) also showed signs of becoming a
very solid force for the Macs in the fu-
ture. JoelJacobsondisplayedaniceshoot-
ing touch as he put in 12 points while
grabbing seven rebounds.

Unfortunately, the strong individual
performances could not make up for the
Macs’ lackluster fast break, and they
also could not prevent the home team
from consistently being beaten down
the floor on defense. The Macs seemed
fundamentally unsound as they repeat-
edly ranback on defense with theirbacks
toNJIT, rather than backpedal properly.

Notes: Ohr Rose did not play due to
injury, and Alan Levy played only spar-
ingly due to the flu. David Ruditsky, a
shooting guard withaniceoutsidetouch,
has joined the Macs in place of Issac
Neuman, out due to knee surgery. And
Daniel Blanc has joined the Macs prac-
tice squad.

™ 04 Sehodula 1
| Basketball Macs 94 Schedule |
| Tue11/2284  NewJesseyTech®  BOOPMMOME Thu122234  StJoseph's Colege  B8:00pMMOME |
' Tue 1172984 City Cotege 8:00pMHOME Thu 11585 John Jay Collage 8:00pmHOME '
of New York Mon 1985 New YorkUniversity  B:00pm/AWAY
| Thu 12184 Bard College * 800pmM/AWAY Tue 1/3185 St Joseph's College  B:00pMVAWAY |
| Sat 12394 Mass Colege 930pm/AWAY Wed 2/1/95 New JorseyTech ™ B30pM/AWAY |
of Phamacy Sun 2/5/85 Mass. Cobege 4:30pmHOME
| Sun 12484 h'hss COB(ge TBAJAWAY of Phanmacy
0
Pharma Tue2/7/85 CityCollege ofNY  7:30pmVAWAY
| Tue12684  TheCoperlion  BOGMMOME 1 ,pes Poedhnic Universky *_B:00pmHOME |
Pl WL BOpMHMOME  sazmims  SUNYMariime®  B:1SpmvAWAY |
Sat 1210/94 Stavens Tech * B:1SpMVAWAY Mon 211285 SUNY Puthase E00pTVAWAY
Mon 121284  Baruch College BOOPMVAWAY Wod 211595 Stevens Toch* B:00pMHOME |
Wed 12/14/84 ML St Vincent * BOOPM/AWAY Mon2/2085 IACTOURNAMENT ~ 800pmTBA |
| Sat12/17/84 Polylechnic Unhversity *  BOOPMVAWAY Tue 22185 IACTOURNAMENT  GO0mTBA |
Mon 12/19M4 Brooiyn College 8:00pmHOME Thur 22385 IAC TOURNAMENT
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YC Wrestling captain Al

bert Sebag scoring the only acs pin of the afternoon

MACS Overwhelmed By Upsala

Fall to 1-1

BY COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF

In a disappointing performance two
Sundays ago at the MSAC, the YU wres-
tling team lost virtually every match but
onetoadominating Upsala College team.
Captain Albert Sebag was the only one
whocame through, witha solid pin, stuff-
ing his opponents face into the mat.

However, in the rout, the YU team
was upset at the larger weights of the
Upsala wrestlers. To many on the team,
the Upsala wrestlers appeared heavier
than their listed weight classes and

blamed many of the losses on the size
disparity. Coach Ellman was overheard
discussing the problem with the Upsala
coach after the match but no specifics
were disclosed.

The MACS won'’t be down for long,
though. This Thursday is a rematch
against St. Johns, who the MACS de-
stroyed in the first match of the season
48-16. Thisisanotherhomematch which
should help bring the fans faith back in
the team. According to Sebag, “The
team is hungry. They will prove them-
selves again.”

Three-on-Three Tournament Returns

BY ELIE BORGER

The largest 3-on-3 intramural basket-
ball tournament in the nation, in which
200,000 students from 800 colleges partic-
ipate annually, returns to YU this week.
The Schick Super Hoop competition is
now in its eleventh year and has been at
YU for the past 5 years since its introduc-
tionby Intramural Director and Assistant
Director of Athletics Stan “the Man”
Watson. The tournament is the official 3-
on-3 collegiate basketball tournament of
the National Basketball Association.

Last year, the team representing YU
went 4-0 before being eliminated in re-
gional action at Columbia University.
This year’s undisputed favorite team,
the”Underdogs,” iscomposed of Chaim
Zakheim, AriCiment, Arkady Abraham,
and -substitute Hillel Olshin. Interest-
ingly enough, all the aforementioned
starters have declined offers to play for
the Macs. Members of anopposing crew,
“The Old New Caravaners” havethreat-
ened to “send the underdogs six feet
under.” The trash talk has begun and
the competition is expected to be fierce.

The Commentator

500 West 185th Street
New York, NY 10033




