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to Resolve MYP Credit Debate

Israel Credit Reduction Reported to be Part of the Solution

BY MEIR ZEITCHIK

In a February 22 meeting
attended by prominent mem-
bers of both the YU and MYP
faculty and administrationbut
not by any student represen-
tative, significant steps were
taken to achieve a resolution
on the issue of mandatory sh-
iur credit. The meeting saw
participating members take a
definite direction in reaching
asolutionappealingtoall. “To
my mind, a possible solution
was reached which has ele-
mentsall three constituencies,
YC, MYP, and students will
find very beneficial,” com-

mented YC Associate Dean
Michael Hecht, who attended
the meeting. While Hecht de-

clined to specifically outline

any proposal, The Commenta-
tor has learned that this solu-
tion involves mandating shi-
ur credit in exchange for a re-
duction of Israel credits.
According toHecht, thetalks
will now proceed with meet-
ings to be convened by the Ac-
ademic Standards Committee,
which hechairs,and the Curric-
ulum Committee, chaired by
Bible professor Dr. Moshe Bern-
stein. Bernstein also noted that
there will also soon be a meet-
ing attended by a “long list of

Yeshiva College faculty” todis-
cuss the issue.

The proposal, as noted by
Hecht, is intended to appeal to
all parties. The MYP adminis-
tration is clearly pleased, as they
will attain their long-awaited
goal of mandatory shiur credit.
Rabbi Zevulun Charlop, the
MYP dean, in fact began to at-
tempt to gather students sup-
port for the idea, visiting vari-
ous shiurim last week. “We've
done a lot this year with the
addition of the shoalim u’ meish-
ivim and all of that,” noted Rab-
bi Charlop to one MYP shiur,
“but we’d like to do more,”

continued on page 15

YU Attorneys Meet With Student
Press Over Cardozo Gay Issue

BY OWEN CYRULNIK

Studentjournalists from Ye-
shiva University schools met
this past Friday with represen-
tatives of Weil, Gotschal, &
Manges, the firm representing
YU over the controversy sur-
rounding the gay club at Car-
dozo. Present were University
Dean of Students Efrem Nul-
man, whoseoffice organized the
meeting, along with University
Vice President for Business Af-
fairs Sheldon Socol.

Studentrepresentativeswere
present from Yeshiva College,
SCW, and Cardozo Law School,

the only three YU schools to
publish a student newspaper.
The purpose of the meeting was
toallow theattorneys to present
the legal issues to the students,
while serving the dual purpose
of attempting to present a con-
vincing case that YU could not
benefit fromalegal battle in this
area.

Thetwoattorneys from Weil,
Gotschal, Philip Rosen and Ri-
chard Davis, began their legal
analysis by examining a New
York City statute which pro-
vides that certain “protected”
groups must be provided with
equal access to facilities within

an educational institution. The
statute provides for a religious
exemption to this requirement,
but only if the institutidn claim-
ing exemption meets two dis-
tinctcriteria. Thefirstis that the
institution be defined as a reli-
gious institution, and the sec-
ond that the institution can
show that providing equal ac-
cess to the group in question
would fly in the face of the reli-
gious purpose of theinstitution.
In other words, YU would have
to prove both that it is a reli-
gious institution, and that pro-
viding office space toa gay club

continued on page 12

Premier Philosopher and
Chemistry Laureate to
Lecture Next Year

BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK AND
EzrA TucHmMAN

Lecturing at YC and Stern in
the fall semester will be two
nationally acclaimed scholars:
Dr. Roald Hoffman, winner of
the 1981 Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry, and Professor Robert
Nozick, one of the premier phi-
losophers in the United States.
They will be joining the YU fac-
ulty as Gottesman Distin-
guished Visiting Lecturers. The
two, who were hired without
prior consultation with their
respective departments, are
nevertheless being warmly re-
ceived by faculty members.

In addition to filling those
temporary positions, Vice Pres-
ident for Academic Affairs Dr.
William Schwartz is currently
heading thesearchfor twomore
professors to assume perma-
nent positions in the chemistry
and philosophy departments.
The search aims to fill the posi-
tions of Dr. Irving Borowitz,
whois retiring at the end of this
semester after twenty-six years
in the chemistry department,
and of philosophy professor
Yitzchak Miller, who died sud-
denly last year shortly after be-
ing hired.

Faculty Concerned Over
Hiring Process

While YC faculty members
are involved in reviewing ap-
plicationsand interviewing ap-

Renowned philosopher
Professor Robert Nozick

plicants for those positions,
some are angry they were not
includedin therecruitmentpro-
cess for Hoffman and Nozick.
They see the administration as
rushing to acquire a big name
without first inquiring if the
person behind that name pos-
sesses genuine teaching ability.
Others, like Rabbi Shalom Car-
my of the philosophy depart-
mentand Dr. Lea Blau, a chem-
istry professor, were simply
concerned that the standard
protocol of notifying facultywas
ignored.

Dr. Schwartz admits that
there was “pressure” to quickly
procure talent for the Gottes-
man Program for Academic
Excellence, but he assured The
Commentator that Hoffman’s

continued on page 11
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1 Whose Awards?

Congratulations to Samson Fine, Ziv Mendelsohn, and Professor Mor-
dechai Cohen on their respective victories in the Senior Awards balloting
which took place nearly two weeks ago.

Unfortunately, the whole election process was a sham.

Signs publicizing the nomination process - simply recommending any-
one desired - went up one week before the election; those announcing the
time and location of the voting were posted 24 hours in advance. Moreover,
rather than placing the elections in Morgenstern Hall, the unofficial senior
dormitory, the Canvassing Committee placed the election in Rubin Hall
during club hour, when very few seniors were likely to have anywhere
close. The result of all this? 46 members of a class of well over 200 voted in
the election.

It seems particularly ironic that an umbrella student council which so
capably advertised longer pool hours and increased van service fell so
short on this old tradition. Rather than allow the award process to perpet-
uate its longtime reputation as unmeaningful, the Canvassing Committee
and YCSC should have seized the opportunity to make the entire process
credible.

They should start right now, with the first step to declare the farce of two
Thursdays ago invalid. Choose a date for a new election, publicize it well,
and then attack the ridiculous nomination process. Why should they allow
someone who has done absolutely nothing the chance to win awards based
on service to YU and the Jewish community, respectively? Nominees
should have to meet at least a simple requirement, if nothing more than a
submission by their nominators of one paragraph listing their credentials.
Suchinformation, whenverified by the Canvassing Committee, could then
be given out to voters, since surely that committee recognizes the possibil-
ity of voting seniors not recognizing all the names on the ballot.

We do not aim to strip Ziv and Samson of their awards, and in fact, we
endorse their “re-election.” We just want the senior class to elect them.

Speakers, Anyone??

In recent years, Bob Dole, Colin Powell, Dan Quayle, Mikhail Gor-
bachev, and Jack Kemp have comprised the list of marquee names who
have spoken under the YU ceremonial bunting. But few undergraduates
have ever been afforded the opportunity to hear these prominent national
and international speakers at dinners costing $500 a plate. While the upper
administration, YU Board members included, faces few problems in
landing the big catch for its black-tie fundraisers, when it comes to the
undergraduate schools, they feed us slim pickings.

One only has to read the newspapers of any major college or university
to see that such prominentspeakers are regular guests at other schools. For
YC students, on the other hand, almost two yearshave passed since amajor
figure (Israeli Prime Minister Yitzchak Rabin) has visited our campus.

We do not disagree with our University’s desire to attract well-known
personalities to help it fill seats, and in turn, raise money at the annual
dinner. Yet weresent the completelack of effort to bring speakers of similar
prestige to our campus during the academic year. YU often likes to
compareitself to the Ivy Leagues; we hope it will attempt to match their
efforts in enriching their students’ perspectives and horizons, not just its

endowment.
A L

No Bruce, not that_one!!!
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| To the Editor |
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Remember Fifth-Floor Muss?

To the Editor:

I live on the fifth floor of Muss Hall
and because of this, my knowledge of
university affairs should notbelessened.
Thosewhoputupsignsusually getMorg
and usually, the bottom floors of Muss,
but do not make it up to floors four and
five of Muss. Not only are the students
on those floors, such as myself, miss-
ing out on what is happening on the
rest of the campus, but the campus
itself is losing out because these stu-
dents are not even aware of what is
going on.

I am writing this letter in the hope
that all those putting up signs in the
dorms give the fourth and fifth floors of
Muss the courtesy of putting up their
signs on those floors as well. I assume
that if they would have known how
residents of the fourth and fifth floors
feel about the matter, more signs would
make it up to the top floors of this dorm.
Hopefully, this letter will make people
aware of our current situation and signs
willstartappearing onnow-barren walls.

Josh Friedman YC’ 96

In the Dark Over YUNMUN

To the Editor:

I'am not writing this letter with the
intent to publicly embarrass members
of the Yeshiva University community,
however, I feel that a fraud has been
committed and therefore I must speak
out. As most students in YC and
Stern probably do not know, last
week the Yeshiva University Model
United Nations took place. Why do
so few studentsknow about this com-
petition?

I feel that there was a calculated
effort by the studentsincharge to keep
the program hush-hush so that they
could have all their close friends join
them on the conference in the best po-

sitions. The competition is sponsored
by Yeshiva University and therefore
all students should at least have the
ability to try to participate. Without
any publicity on behalf of the compe-
tition the student body has been done
a disservice. Qualified students who
could have greatly improved the com-
petition were left in the dark unfairly.
I contrast this to the recent model
Knesset where signs were evident all
around Yeshiva and where students
were given the chance to earn places
on the squad based on merit and not
on whom they knew.

Joseph Gitler YC' 96
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Doing A Grade ‘A’ Job

To the Editor:

Although Iam extremely flattered by
the fact that you helped me to achieve a
new world record by having been mis-
quoted in a single issue of The Commen-
tator in three different articles and one
cartoon, I feel that there is one of the
statements attributed to me that I need
to correct.

One of the articles discussing the de-
bate on academic standards and the Is-
rael credit cites part of one of my re-
marks which, taken out of context, might
give the impression that I was alluding
in negative terms to Queens College of
the City University of New York. The
fact is that I was simply answering the
remarks of another member of the Sen-
ate who referred to some policies of
Queens College, pertinent to the subject
we were debating, and I mentioned that
we cannotcompare that institution with
YU in thatrespect.

It is ironic that I received the issue of

The Commentator containing my remarks
precisely as I was coming to YU after
spending the moming in Queens Col-
lege, attending one of the excellent sem-
inars thatthey usually hold with foreign
visitorsinmy area of research: propaga-
tion of waves in random systems.
Ihavehadalonghistory of collabora-
tion and discussions with many of my
colleagues in the Physics Department
there. Imeet theminalmostevery inter-
national conference in our area of re-
search that I attend and together we
have organized visits of researchers in

our field to the New York area. Even
some of our own YU Physics students
have spent time during the summer en-
gaged in research activities there in the
group led by Professor Azriel Genack,
who, besides being one of the leading
experimentalistsinour field in this coun-
try, is himself no stranger to our institu-
tion where all his sons have been edu-
cated.

In another vein, after having scolded
you let me finish this letter by saying
that I have found this year’s Commenta-
tor more exciting, more polemical and
more devoted to the discussion of the
really important topics that affect our
University than in any other year that I
have been in YU.

Although I did not have a chance to
grade many of the members of your
editorial staff, since they have success-
fully (so far) avoided our physics cours-
es, if I had to base my grade in your
journalistic performance, you would be
definitely getting an A from me.

Gabriel Cwilich

Assistant Professor of Physics

(Editor’s Note: The Governing Board of
The Commentator would like to thank Dr.
Cuwilich for his compliments on this year’s
newspaper. However, we are somewhat re-
gretful about his remark in the letter’s first
paragraphpertaining tobeing “misquoted..in
threedifferent articlesand one cartoon.” Since
the exact misqoutes are not mentioned, save
the one referring to Queens College, we regret
the fact that we cannot answer him fully.)

YC Bookstore: A Disgrace

To the Editor:

After several negative experiences
with the Yeshiva College bookstore, I
have finally decided to expose the un-
_ favorableencountersI havehad there.
" This past week I purchased a financial

calculator from the bookstore (theonly
model of financial calculators the store
carries). Later that day, I discovered
that the same model is sold for less at
a major retail chain. After seeing oth-
er students’ calculators, I decided that
I prefer a different model altogether.
So, only two days after the original
purchase I attempted to return the
product, which was sealed and un-
opened, with my store receipt and
credit card receipt. The bookstore re-
fused to take the item back or give me
store credit. They claimed that they
do not allow returns on calculators or
software. My product, however, had
neverbeenused and was not opened.
In today’s business world, almost any
store will accept refunds, exchanges,
etc. on most any producteven if ithad
been opened and used. Nobody Beats
the Wiz, for example, has a 33 day
return policy after which store credit
will be issued. A customer can even
use the product and still returnit to a
Wiz store. Numerous other stores
‘accommodate customer needs in a
similar fashion. Granted, the book-
store is not a major retail chain, but
if something is unopened, some lee-
way should be given. Certainly for
students who spend large sums ev-
ery year on books, the bookstore
could have the decency to allow a
return or exchange of this type con-
sidering their grossly overpriced in-

ventory.

Not only does the bookstore have a
complete lack of customer-oriented
goals, but the service and treatment of
students there is downright offensive
and totally unacceptable. We are the
customers, yet we are regarded with
extreme rudeness. Also, smoking is
continuously being outlawed in many
places. Thisisaprivately-owned store,
but is it absolutely necessary for YU
students to be subjected to strong un-
healthy tobacco fumes that wreck our
clothes for days afterwards?

I know for a fact that I am not the
only student who has a legitimate
gripe about the bookstore and its pol-
icies. In fact, there are worsestories to
be told. I think the administration or
student council must step in and de-
mand that some changes be made.
These changes should be made in re-
gard to the high prices, policies, and
customer treatment. Itis adisgraceto
Yeshiva University to allow the book-
store tobear the Yeshiva College name
underpolicies by which the bookstore
currently operates.

An easy alternative, and very ap-
pealing one, is to boycott the book-
store. Nevertheless, there is a book-
store on campus for student use. Is it
necessary tostop and think twiceabout
the numerous faults of the bookstore
before deciding to enter? Must we
dread having to go in there for books
and supplies? Or, can the bookstore
be changed to make it a more decent
place to go.

Lon Smolensky
SSSB ‘97

The Glummmtuﬂ
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From the Executive
Editors Desk

SIDNEY A. SINGER

Last Tuesday my family and I wit-
nessed and celebrated the bris milah of
my oldest brother’s newborn son. The
baby’s birth marked the first boy born
toany of my siblings; the first bris of the
new generation therefore signaled an
especially happy occasion. The pendu-
lum of emotions, however, also swung
to the other side. As my brother briefly
explained that the baby’s name was
chosen partly in memory of my mater-
nal grandparents, both of whom died
twodaysafter my eighteenth birthday,
tears quickly began to flow from my
eyes.I had great difficulty maintaining
my composure even later that evening
when my seven-year-old niece, not
unaware of the emotional level of the
day, asked me if | was sad “when Dad-
dy talked about your grandma and
grandpa.”

Mixing a bit of sadness into happy
occasions definitely owns a place in
Judaism. In a week and a half, we will
read parshat zachor, in which we re-
member the nearly successful attempt
by the people of Amalek to annihilate
the Jews in the desert. Our chachamim
chose the shabbos before Purim, a hol-
iday commemorated with intense cele-
bration of a similar failed attempt, as
the day for the reading of zachor. While
a number of reasons have been offered
for their selection of this date, surely
the effects upon the Jewish people of a
sobering reminder of our very fragile
history were not lost on our sages.

Nearly everyone recognizes the ex-
ample of the Jewish wedding, which
does not conclude before the groom
breaks a glass in remembrance of the
Beit HaMikdash. Regrettably, many peo-
ple misunderstand this practice, espe-
cially at American weddings, where
shouts of “Mazel Tov” often immedi-
ately follow the breaking of the glass.

The Israeli rabbinate, on the other
hand, knew fully well the importance
of such a synthesis when they estab-
lished the date of Yom Hazikaron, the
memorial day for all Israeli soldiers,
one day prior to Yom Ha’atzmaut, a
day of independenceachieved largely
through the efforts of many fallen sol-
diers at the time of the young nation’s
inception. Those who have spent the
two days in Israel can testify to the
significance of their juxtaposition, and
its impact upon Israeli society.

Human nature and our short at-
tention spans keep us focused on the
present and on what affects us in the
here and now. Yet we owe it to those
who labored and suffered on our
behalves yesterday to remember
them today. For many years, and
still in some places, Jews could not
celebrate Purim nearly as easily as
we do currently. Let us keep them,
and all those who have fallen victim
to horrible terror acts in the past
year, in mind even as we celebrate
on Purim itself. Then we will have

begun to achieve “Io¥N R3.”
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The Annual SOY Seforim Sale attracted shoppers of all ages

Seforim Sale ‘95 Raises
Most Profits Ever

BY DAVID SWIDLER

The annual SOY Seforim Sale drew
to a close this past Sunday after two
weeks of supplying the greater New
York area with seforim, Jewish music
and software. From February 12th to
26th, the fifth floor of Belfer Hall
teemed with customers whose pur-
chases provide the bulk of SOY’s op-
erating budget each year.

SOY Vice President Daniel Davis,
who began organizing the sale in Oc-
tober, noted the contributions of the
twenty or so people who devoted their
time and effort to Seforim Sale '95,
most of whom were volunteers. Spe-
cial thanks, he said, should go to Josh
Hosseinoff, who set up the computer-
ized checkoutsystemused by thecash-
iers to tally simultaneously each cus-
tomer’s purchase and the total num-
ber of each item sold.

Among the best-selling items were
anumber of works that commemorate
The Rav zt'l and his teachings: Nefesh
HaRav, by MYP Rosh Yeshiva R. Her-
schel Schachter, Zichron HaRav, and a
newly-published Hagada, Siaclh Ha-
Grid.

Nearly all of the seforim dealing
with the Tractate Shevuos, which will
be learned in the yeshiva next year,
sold out. Many students expressed ap-
prehension that the decision might be
changed, which would mean every-
one spent their money on the wrong
seforim,

Artscroll Mishnayot and Gemaras,
perennial favorites, sold well, as did
therelatively new Stoneedition of the
Chumash. Other big sellers included
small sets of the Talman Shas and
Mikraos Gedolos HaMaor chumash-

im. Much of the computer software
available for the first time this year
was sold, including a full line of
CD-ROM material.

Duein part towidespread advertis-

ing, throngs of people who needed to
purchase Judaica, or who simply want-
ed to browse the selection of 3500 ti-
tles, made their way to the sale, at
times causing severe crowding prob-
lems, especially on the checkout lines.

Despite such uncomfortable cir-
cumstances, volunteer Michael Buchs-
baum noted that very few of the cus-
tomershe encountered showed a great
deal of annoyance. “I worked the reg-
ister for eight hours last Sunday, and
only came across two or three cranky
people,” he said.

Supplier Rabbi Yakov Levitz com-
mented that this year’s sale was “the
busiestit’'severbeen.” Ordering Man-
agerMoshe Kesselman said that there
was a constant necessity to replenish
rapidly depleting stock of fast-selling
items. Last Wednesday night, Davis
said, “We're on track to sell more this
year than in any year before.”

Many shuls in the area, he added,
use the annual sale to supply their
Judaica needs. He declined to provide
figures on how much SOY netted from
the endeavor, but one worker estimat-
ed that sales were in excess of $75,000
per day of business. One needed only
to witness the sheer numbers of peo-
ple who crowded into Belfer Hall and
the cartloads of seforim with which
many of them departed to find such
an assessment plausible.

Clean-up will take another few
weeks as volunteers return surplus
merchandise to suppliers and clear
out the room.

BY NacHUM LAMM

Zimosop nog :goyd

Over sixty YU and Stern students
have been nominated by the under-
graduate deans to be in this year’s
publication of Who’s Who Among Stu-
dents in American Universities and
Colleges.

According to Dean of Students
Efrem Nulman, the number of slots in
the directory allocated to Yeshiva
University hasrecentlybeenincreased
to sixty-three, with all those nominat-
ed by the school almost certain to be
included in the publication.

The academic deans, athletic direc-
tor, and others receive an allotted
amount of names to submit, and each
submits a list of students to be nomi-
nated, judged by grades and involve-
ment in extracurricular activities. Ap-

Who’s Who Nominations

proximately seventy names are sub-
mitted in total, but there are repeats
between lists, so almost all names sug-
gested by the deans are passed on by
the Dean of Students to be included in
the Who’s Who. All are students in
good standing, and most are upper-
classmen, usually seniors.

In addition to those nominated for
the reasons above, the office of the Dean
of Students may add students who are
distinguished for other activities, such
as work in theircommunities, and names
are occasionally suggested by third par-
ties. Most, if not all, student leaders are
nominated as well.

For reasons that Nulman “would
rather not disclose,” the names of the
students who were nominated for the
prestigious award is being kept secret
for the time being.

night for the third Dorm Talks program -

Yeshiva Aharon Kahn and’ Rabbl Re-

sues, fromachdus in the YU commumty
to drmkmg on Purim. = . s

Most of the two-hour pmgram,
which was broadcast on WYUR for the

speeches given by both rebbeim, who

here to the pnncxples of “Ve'Ahavtah-
Li'Rayocha Kamocha” and “Havei DanEs

| fraining fromLashon Hara. Both rebbeim
stressed the fact that everyone in YU,
bemg]ews from a wide variety of back-
groundsa and smlatlons,a.nefellow mem-
bers of one organism -K'lal Yisroel -and
should betreated as such regardless of
how individuals percewe each. other s
level of “religiosity.” - - 2

- A number of students in attendance
felt thatit is the YU administration and
not the students who often. highhght-
the d]fferences between- the various
morning programs; * “conﬂlcls" between
students of the various programs sel- -
dom arise, and even then only if the .
matter is provoked by a member of the -
administration or staff. s

Nachum Lamm, an IBC student ac- .
cused administrators of, “making in-
ferences, throughitsspeeches, program

Over one hundred studen gath-;
ered in the Morg Lounge last Thursday

of the year. The panelists, MYP Rosh .

uven Fink, Instructor of Talmud inIBC
and JSS, dxscussed a wide range. of is-

first time ever, consisted of emotional .-, in the dark from the Dorm Talks hand-

beseeched those in: attendance to: ad- -

Kol Adam B’Kof Z’chus," as well as re-

..va‘and not.a University and students

directls relate% to lus degree of reh-:
gious observance.” Rabbi Fink claimed
that Lamm’s comments represented a
ﬁgment of Ius mgmahon S

"Shlkkur NOT the lkkur"

Both® Rabbi - Fink and Mashglach_
‘Ruchani Rabbi Yosef Blau expressed
deep oppositlon to getl:mg drunk, on
* Purim, saying there was no mitzvah
-whatsoever, and that in fact it is pro-
+hibited. And for. those who were leftin

outs as io whether drugs were halach-
:1call ypemutted Rabbi Finkmeéntioned
thatitwasmost certainlynot penmtted,
controlled substances”, to get.
lugh even :f one ‘s mtertnons are toget

tudeht feit could posmbly wolate To-
,gmde_lmes, the student should
ite of theGedolei HaDor. Ifthey s would'
deem  the. matter. not permissible’ it
would be the, student’s resporlslbll_ity
o not study: the material.in question,
regardless of what the teacher. man-

dates.’ “There is'no authority. ‘Thigher
than the Torah!” he said. Rabbi Kahn
.alsoadded his view thatYU “is a yeshi-

. must therefore act accordingly.” Rath-
.er he stated “Itis a yeshiva that has a
umversmr : :
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Chinuch
Job Fair
On Sunday

BY RYAN S. KARBEN

The Azrieli Institute for Jewish Ed-
ucationand the Max Stern Division of
Communal Serviceswill host a job fair
this Sunday afternoon for students in-
terested in pursuing careers in chi-
nuch.

Rabbi Morton Summer, the coordi-
nator of the program, says that the job
market for Jewisheducators is the best
ithasbeenin awhile. “Thereare alot
of job openings, and fewer applicants
than last year,” he said, “and salaries
have gone up considerably.”

Summer says one day school in the
metro region called him recently and
was willing to pay $50,000 for a Jew-

-ish educator with four or five years
experience. He says entry-level sala-
ries start at about $30,000.

Principals fromboth New York and
out-of-state yeshivas will interview
applicants on site for full and part-
time positions. Students are urged to
bring their resumes.

Thejob fair kicks off at 1:30 in Furst
Hall 501. It will run until 4:30 and is
open to undergraduate seniors at YC
and SCW and graduate students of
YU and RIETS. Formoreinformation,
call Rabbi Summer at 960-5265.

Rav Romm
Returns

BY JosH EPSTEIN

After a medical leave lasting several
months, longtime MYP Rosh Yeshiva
Rav Shimon Romm has returned to giv-
ing shiur. Although they appreciated
their temporary Rebbe, Rabbi Elchanan
Adlerofthe Mentor/Hadrachaprogram,
R. Romm'’s students were overjoyed at
thereturnof theirrespected rebbe. They
demonstrated their joy by throwing a
kiddush in hishonor, which alsoserved
to celebrate the occasion of him becom-
ing a great grandfather.

Rabbi Romm has been a pillar of the
Yeshiva Program for many years, dat-
ing back to his close friendship with
former YU President Dr. Belkin z¢'l. He
was educated and received his semicha
in Europe and has continued many of
the methods acquired there, especially
thatof asmall close-knitshiurwithmuch
individual attention.

Jay Koffsky, a member of the six-
personshiur, was anxiousforhis Rebbe’s
return. “It is an amazing experience to
learn, firsthand, Torah from someone
whose stories of gedolim come from his
direct knowledge of those gedolim.
When Rabbi Romm quotes the Chofetz
Chayim it is often a direct quote,” noted
Koffsky.

Rabbi Romm alsospent time learning
in the various Mirrer Yeshivot, includ-
ing the period when it was based in
Shanghai, as well as in Palestine in the
1930s.
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Professor Herman Broniver meeting with students

Ben-Gurion Professor

Speaks in Furst

BY SANDOR Bak

Herman Broniver, Professor of Ther-
mo-Hydrodynamics at Ben-Gurion Uni-
versity, addressed a crowd of twenty
YUadministrators,faculty, and students
overlunchinthe FurstHall faculty lounge
on Wednesday, February 15. The infor-
mal talk was arranged by Dr. Efrem Nul-
man, the University Dean of Students.

A former Soviet refusenik himself,
Broniver spoke about his organization,
which helps recent immigrants from
RussiafindjobsinIsrael. Whilehe serves
as an advisor for Prime Minister Rabin
inhelping tointegrate Russian scientists
into Israeli society, Broniver mentioned
his disappointment over the lack of gov-
ermnment attention to this vital issue.

“Unfortunately,” henoted, “withall the
tragedies in Israel, the issue of Russian
Jewryhasbeenabandoned. Currentcon-
ditions in Russia are very favorable for
the immigration of Jews to Israel, but
right now no one cares about them.”

Broniver is also involved with help-
ing Russians adjust to religious life. His
publishing company, Shamir, has trans-
lated chumashim and commentaries into
Russian toallow theimmigrants to learn
these texts in their native language. He
has also published many titles dealing
with the issue of integrating religion
and secular science. As Rabbi Dr. Israel
Miller commented in his introduction,
“Prof. Broniver has succeeded both in
hisown calling of scienceand ina higher
callmg of yzddzshkett "

o BY ]osu ENGLARD

. the]ewns commumty Theelec-
tlons were charactenzed by low voter
'tumout and new election procedures.
In a close vote, Samson Fine was
elected the recipient c of the Philip Lie-
berman Award for service to the uni-
versnty',‘Which «carries a $200 award.
Fine was: tled with YCSC' President

Daniel. B1111g in first-place votes but

ing him the victory under new election
procedures Fine, theformersenior class

‘entation as well as numerous campus
blood drives.

. Ziv Mendelsohn SSSB Student As-
sociation President, was chosen as re-
C1p1ent of the Gladstein Award for ser-
vice to the Jewish community. In his
role as President of the Philanthropy

Society, Mendelsohn coordinated the

| _}m Semor Awards

- Channukah Chagigah for Russian im-
-, migrants and is involved in the Meals-

- on-Wheels lunch program. This en-
> - dowed award comes with a $150 gift.

‘vote, Rabbi Mordechai Cohen, a pop-

- ous. Although there is presently no

'edged Billigin second-place votes, giv-

president, is a recognized campus fig-
ure, havmg directed this past fall’s Ori-

‘Seniors also voted on the Senior Pro-
fesso; Award -— a recognition open to

ular professor of Bible, was victori-

financial reward for this honor, the
Student Council is considering es-
tablishing one.

Low Tumout

~ Only 46 of approximately 150-200
seniors voted, leading some to ques-
tion the integrity of the process. “If
mostseniorsarelivingin Morgwhyare
they [the elections] being held in Ru-
bin?” asked one irate senior. Other se-
niors attributed the small vote tolack of
publicity. Jonathan Lifshutz, co-chair-
man of the Canvassing Committee,
whichsponsored the elections, blamed
thelow turnouton voterapathy. “Signs
were posted all over the place,” said
Lifshutz. “People didn’t vote because
they were too lazy.”

Ruagpjon uuop ‘AydpiSoroyd ny coroyd

Van Service
Extended to
Friday
Mornings

BY SIDNEY SINGER

The Student Security Council, in con-
junction with the Department of Safety
and Security, has announced extended
van service on Friday mornings. Stu-
dents will now have the option of taking
the vans to Penn Station or Brookdale
Hall, the dormitory of Stern College, at
10:30 AM and 12 noon.

The current plan for the service
cametogetherfairly quickly.Jonathan
Lifschutz, co-chairman of the Student
Security Council, met with Don Som-
mers, Director of the Department of
Safety and Security, about one month
ago, and suggested hisidea to provide
students with shuttleserviceinto mid-
town on Friday mornings. His sug-
gestion came “partly for selfish rea-
sons,” he quipped, since he lives on
Long Island, but more importantly,
since nearly everyone travels at that
time. Sommers was very receptive
to the idea, according to Lifschutz,
and said it was merely a question of
arranging drivers.

Lifschutz stated that he hopes the
service will eventually be expanded
to every half-hour on Friday morn-
ings, but said the security department
explained that the students will have
towarrantit withtheirnumbers. Dean
of Students Efrem Nulman, with
whose office Sommers co-arranged the
service, sent all the credit Sommers’
way, and explained that neither office
is against maintaining or possibly in-
creasing the service if need demands.
“Ifit’s something helpful to students,”
he said,”[then] we’d like to be able to
continue.”

Guide 1l Aims

to Improve on
First Semester

BY OREN S. KEISER

This year’s “Guide to the Per-
plexed” has certainly seen more than
its fair share of controversy. Whether
it was the debate over the nominal
one-dollar fee, the unexpectedly long
delay, or the significant oversight in
printing incorrect Hatzola numbers,
the Guide seemed to be a constant
sourceof controversy and discussion.

However, the Guide to the Per-
plexed II seeks to improve on the
efforts of the past semester. Under
the leadership of Daniel Ritsma, the
scaled-down and less colorful sequel
to the ever-popular and necessary
Guide hopes to be published in a
matter of days. According to Ritsma,
the Guide Il willcorrectmistakes from
the first Guide such as the aforemen-
tioned Hatzola blunders, as well as
add important information like room
changes and new enrollees.
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Dean Adler Prepares
to Take Over

BY Ryan S. KARBEN

Thebook shelves are looking a little
less empty these days, and the desk is
getting a little messier. But Norman
Adler hasretained his calm confidence
as he listens and learns in anticipation
of assuming the YC deanship on a
full-time basis next month.

His biggest challenge has been un-
derstanding the unique culture of Ye-
shiva College. No small task.

“The University is 800 years old,
the Yeshiva is 2000 years old. That’s
2800 years of complexity. It’s incred-
ibly exciting. I've had more intellectu-
al stimulation in the past three months
than I have had in years,” he said.

In those three months, Adler has
become a cheerleader for the college
he is to lead, stressing repeatedly in
the course of an interview that YC is
home to “the best and the brightest.”

This latest leg in a very impressive
professional journey has taken on the
era of a mission for Adler. In aninter-
view with The Jewish Advocate in Bos-
ton, he described the job as “coming
home.”

Hisresumeincludes astintas Asso-
ciate Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, where he taught psychology
for many years. He is currently a Vice
Provost at Northeastern University.

In two recent conversations, Adler
stressed that the Jew has always been
a “citizen of the world” and he sees
Yeshiva College as the heir to that
legacy. “Weare supposed to be anohr
la’goyim, we have a higher mission.
The world needs an infusion of Jewish
values, and the rebbeim infuse West-
ern knowledge with an informed tra-
dition,” he said. “Our civilization
thrives through that dialectic.”

On a practical level, Adler says one
of his major priorities is salary en-
hancement for the undergraduate fac-
ulty. “We have a first-rate faculty,
first-rate intellects who are more de-
voted than in other places I have been.
I ‘'m optimistic that the university will
do something.”

He also wants to introduce more
inter-disciplinary courses and is work-
ing tosecure a larger share of the Gold-

Next YC Dean Norman Adler
ing dollar pie for undergraduate sci-
ence laboratories. And he is anxious
to return to the classroom.

“I’'m excited (to teach a course in
the Psychology Department). Ireally
enjoy it. It is the core of all we do. I
wentinto administration because I got
older,” he said.

Adler says the challengeat YCiis to
nurture the identity of a small college
in a large university, a goal he hopes
to accomplishby working with an in-
formal student advisory board simi-
lar to a group he met withregularly at
Penn. He says he will go to any dorm
whenever he is invited.

The date, March 20, hasbeenpegged
as the date for his formal assumption
of the deanship, a position that has
beenfilled on aninterimbasis by SSSB
Dean Harold Nierenberg since the
summer. Dr. Norman Rosenfeld
stepped down last year to assume the
Jekuthiel Ginsburg Chair in Mathe-
matics after a tenure than lasted more
than a decade.

Adler faces a slew of challenges,
and entersacampusenvironmentalive
with discussion of numerous academ-
icissues, from transfer credit for time
spent in yeshiva in Israel to faculty
authorityoveracademic matters. And
concerns persist over YC’s “academic
reputation.”

Noneofthathasdeterred him. “I've
met with pretty much everybody. I
am determined to make this place tru-
ly excellent in all dimensions.”

‘ﬁl}e Commentator
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No Course Evaluations for
Fall Semester

BY MENASHE SHAPIRO

With discussion about the academic
standards of the university raging on,
one critical measure of the academic
level at YU, the performance of its in-
structors, has apparently been over-
looked. Traditionally, professors have
distributed evaluation questionnairesto
all students at the end of the term for the
purpose of assessing courses and facul-
ty. This past semester, however, these
questionnaires were not distributed,
leaving many to question why.

“How can we improve on the aca-
demicimage of this place when theonly
medium of student feedback is not put
to use,” remarked one YC junior who
had anumber of complaints about some
of his courses. Former dean, Norman
Rosenfeld, currently a YC math profes-
sor, who, during his tenure, strongly
supported the surveys as a means of
gauging student opinion on various
courses, downplayed the absence of the
evaluations. “In assessing faculty and
courses, one semester does not tell you
much, but accumulating a number of
semesters can give you some informa-
tion,” explained Rosenfeld.

However, despite acknowledging the
importance of questionnaires over a pe-
riod of several semesters, the results of
lastyear’ssurveysstill remain unknown.
While some have jokingly speculated
that they are currently gathering dust
like the Mayer /Schechter MYP study of
1993 had done forsolong, the difficulty
according to Rosenfeld is a technical
one. “This is because of a computer
glitch,” explained Rosenfeld. “I was
doing the tabulating by hand and did
not have time to correct the problem.”

YC Assistant Dean Avery Horowitz
did suggest however, that the evalua-
tions should receive a serious overhaul
“in the near future to better ascertain

student opinion. “They’re certainly not

perfect,” admitted Horowitz. Dr. Will
Lee of the English department faculty
cited one major flaw with the form, “It’s
not possible to respond not applicable,
for some questions don’t really apply to
certain courses or even departments.”

He did, however, stress the need for
placing greateremphasison courseeval-
uations in the future. Lee added that he
feels that things should improve after
the university emerges from its current
transition. “It's likely things will receive
afreshlook with the new deanin place.”
Dean Horowitz also acknowledged that
the lack of a permanent dean has caused
things to be more chaotic than usual,
leaving many things to be overlooked.

In truth, according to many faculty
members, neglecting the evaluations for
this past semester is not a major prob-
lem. “I don’t think the omission is a big
disaster,” said Dr. Lee, although cau-
tioning that “it might become a long-
term problem.” Yet with everybody
seeming to be locked into the mode of
anticipation of Dean Norman Adler’s
impendingarrival,theurgency for eval-
uating courses on a large scale has
seemed totake a back seat tojudging the
more general parameters of academic
efficiency. Knowing that evaluations
from recent semesters have generally
been neglected, thereby losing a valu-
able barometer by which to measure
performance, theprospectsforlong-term
problems in attaining a true-picture of
the academic state of YC are becommg
greater.

Ideally, the data from the evalua-
tions would be tabulated, entered into
the main computer, and used as one of
the components in judging a certain
professor when questions arise with
regard to tenureand department chair-
manships. They can also provide for
important sources of feedback for the
faculty as they set out toimprove their
various courses.

Senate Looks to Raise
Academic Level at YU

BY OREN S,f KEISER

InaFebruary 16 meeting, the Student
Senate addressed a number of the criti-
cal issues facing Yeshiva, including the
~ controversial mandatory MYP credit, as
well as outside credit. The Senate also
floated possibilities on modifying the
current system of majors and minors in
the hope of increasing academic options
available to students.

On the MYP credit issue, several stu-
dent representatives expressed disap-
pointment that such a plan was formed
without first asking for the opinion of
the Senate on the matter. To remedy the
oversight, MYP Dean Rabbi Zevulun
Charlop, the proposal’s strongest propo-
nent, was on hand to discuss the issue.

Most of the discussion, however, fo-
cused on a topic which the Senate has
spent a good deal of time debating re-
cently - outside credit. Picking up right
where it left off at the last meeting of the
Fall semester, a task force has been con-
vened to investigate the issue. Led by

YC Junior Ari Hirt, the purpose of the
group is both to discover exactly how
many credits YU students take off cam-
pus as well as to measure the impact
these outside credits have on the aca-
demic standing of the University.

Interdisciplinary Majors and

Concentrations Discussed

In addition to these vital concerns,
the Senate also debated other ways to
enhance academic opportunities at YU.
One possibility would be the creation of
aninterdisciplinary minor, whichwould
allow students to take a minor com-
prised of courses from several different
fields of study. The model for such a
planis the American Studies minor, cur-
rently available to SSSB and YC stu-
dents. A second suggestion is to estab-
lish “concentrations” within majors.
Under this proposal, a student would
take a number of extra courses that re-
late to a specific area within his major,
and would graduate having “special-
ized” in a particular area of study.

BY SANDOR Bak -

_Wlth over 340}ngh school studentsm
attendanc '_thef:fthannualYesluvaUm-

th oth ; “and g1v& each and every
egate th 'hance to parhapatefrom

YUNMUN V Draws High
Schoolers From Across US

- served as Undersecretary-General, re-

‘conference was themostsuccessful ever
rty.. isdefinitely acredittothe quality of the
" “staff of YU students.”

- Besides the scheduled Plenary and
’_'GmeralAssemblysesmons,thede]egat@

: dmsfromRabbewWenss RabbiWeiss
O urgedthe students to constantly fight

~“for that which they truly believe is
nas - just and reminded them that “the
=r1ght cause is not alw ays the one that
is'most popular.”

gates as well as to the best school in
‘the Ramaz Upper School, which repre-

.~ sentedBrazil, Cuba, andtheUmbed King-
_.-..-Idom e

More than sixty students from Ye-
shiva and Stern College participated in
the conference, acting in a variety of
roles. YC Senior Matt Goldsmith, who

marked that “the fact that this year’s

also had the opportunity to hear an ad-

~ Atthecloseof the conférence, awards
were given to the best individual dele-

‘attendance. This year’s award went to

RIETS Publlshes Compendlum
in Honor of The Rav

BY AYAL Raviv

In tribute to the late Rabbi Joseph B.
Soloveitchik zt'l, RIETS recently an-
nounced the publication of Zichron
HaRav, a book which discusses contem-
porary issues in Halacha. Thirty-seven
Talmudicscholars from across the globe
contributed essays to the sefer, which
took a year to compile.

The articles examine in concise detail
varying sources on specific Halachic is-
sues and combine the viewpoints to for-
mulate the Jewish law. The book’s 342
pages cover a wide variety of topics,
ranging from publicizing a miracle to
whether charity can be distributed to
non-Jewish causes.

Published in Hebrew, the book is ded-
icated to the memory of Rav Soloveitch-
ik, the world leading authority on
Halacha in the second half of the 20th
century. To his countless students and
followers, he was known simply as “the
Rav,” an affectionate name in Hebrew
for teacher. In his more than 40 years at
Yeshiva University’s affiliated Rabbi Is-
sac Elchanan Theological Seminary (RI-
ETS), The Rav was not only a teacher,
but also a philosopher, theologian, and
author.

For almost 50 years, Rav Soloveitchik
served as spiritual teacher and Senior
Professor of Talmud on the RIETS facul-
ty, as the Leib Merkin Distinguished
Professor of Talmud and Jewish philos-
ophy. Raised in the tradition of his fa-
thers which emphasized the intellectual
function of the Jew, The Rav dedicated
his life to education.

Although the Rav’s home was rooted
in Boston, Massachusetts, Rav So-
loveitchik managed to teach Talmud at
RIETS for more than 45 years, arriving
each week in New York either by plane,
train, or car. The Rav earned worldwide
prominence for the brilliant shiurim he
delivered at Yeshiva. Speaking some-
times for over five hours straight, the

Rav would leave his audience spell-
bound, challenging his listeners with
intricate questions, developing themes,
and solving his own questions through
deep analysisand mind-boggling twists.

In this vein, the magnificent task of
editing a sefer of chidushei torah in honor
of the Rav was courageously undertak-
enby two young men who learn in YU,
RabbiJeremy Wiederand a currentsemi-
chacandidateat RIETS, Avraham (Abie)
Shmidman.

Rabbi Norman Lamm, president of
Yeshiva University, lauds the work as
“a sign of the splendid Torah scholar-
ship of the students and faculty of our
institutionand adistinguished testament
to the giant who overwhelmingly de-
serves it.”

TheZichron HaRavincludes essaysby
some of the Rav’s most distinguished
talmidim. Inaddition,someofthebook’s
authors are currently members of the
faculty and administration of Yeshiva
University, including Rabbi Herschel
Schachter, Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh Kol-
lel of RIETS’ Marcos and Adina Katz
Kollel, Rabbi Aharon Soloveitchik, Rosh
Yeshiva in RIETS and brother of the late
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik and Rabbi
Dr. Sol Roth Professor of Talmud and
Contemporary Halacha.

Weider, an assistant Mashgiach of
MYP, received his S‘'micha from RIETS
in 1994. “We've all been touched by the
Rav,” Weider said. “The work is an ef-
forttokeep alive thespirit withwhichhe
imbuedhisstudents.” Accordingto Abie
Shmidman, “This project is a labor of
love” and “a tremendous honorand priv-
ilege to do something for the memory of
the Rav.”

Zichron HaRav was made possible
through a generous gift from Rabbi
Julious Berman. Rabbi Berman is an
alumnus of YU and RIETS and a disci-
ple of Rabbi Soloveitchik. The book is
available in bookstores and sells for
ten dollars.



Page 8

anumentator

February 28, 1995

YU’s Most Valued Commodity: Sleep

BY JONATHAN REIss

Welearn that man tends to most ap-
preciate the luxuries of this world when
he is deprived of them. People, for ex-
ample, enjoy eating food but are most
enthusiastic and excited about food
when they are starving. Similarly, when
individuals are deprived of sleep they
more strongly appreciate its worth.
Needless to say, one of the most trea-
sured commoditiesat Yeshiva Universi-
ty is sleep.

When we were younger and more
innocent we assumed sleep was an auto-
matic component of our day-to-day ex-
perience. Webreathed, weate, wedrank
and weslept. Sleep had for us a definite
function and occupied a specific time
frame. When we were tired we went to
sleep. After an average day’s activities
we were tired so we went to sleep at
night. When wewokeupinthemoming
we were no longer tired and did not
need to worry about sleep until the fol-
lowing evening.

Now, however, sleepno longer seems
to find a niche in our routine. We no
longer designate certain times for sleep-
ing and other times for staying awake.
Althoughwecankeepapproximatetrack
of various sections of the day by observ-
ing which prayers we are uttering atany
particular time - whether Maariv, Sha-
charis or Mincha - as well as occasional-
ly attending classes which meet at fixed
time, such as say, 3-4:15 Tue; 3:45-5:00
Thurs, we can never precisely deter-
mine whether we are in the process of
going tosleep orawakening fromit. The
YUstudentjusttriesto stayawakeforas
long as possible until he collapses. Al-
though the entities of night and day
used to establish permanent demarca-
tion lines delineating when to sleep and
when to be awake, we find now thatany
relationship between night and sleep is
purely accidental.

Of course, many of us are simply
inundated by a massive sleep-forbid-
ding quantity of work to complete.
Grinding our term papers, completing
computer programs,and struggling over
difficult homework assignments can
occupy us until 4:00 A.M. or later. Re-
markably little time remains for sub-
stantial sleep.

The fabulously famed playwright
William Shakespeare seems tohave suf-
fered from the same hassle. Although
he needed his sleep just as much as the
next fellow, he had so many plays to
write thathe probably hardly evergot to
bed. He expresses his frustration
through the speeches of some of his
main characters, the fiends who forced
him to stay up scribbling about their
miseries. In the middle of Hamlet’s
serious contemplation of death, for in-
stance, Shakespeare’ssleepstarved mind
suddenly strays for a second: “To die- to
SLEEP” - and then he starts to get car-
ried away: “and by a sleep to say weend
the heartache... that flesh is heir to. Tisa
consummation devoutly to be wished.”
Shakespeare recomposes himself, re-
turning to his subject matter of a brief
moment, “To die” but then totally falls
apart: “to sleep, to sleep! Perchance a
dream!” Interestingly this passage has
become one of the Bard’s most famous
and most passionately performed -prob-
ably because we can all sympathize with

the playwright'’s fatigue.

Similarly, in Macbeth you can tell
thatShakespearewasgetting alittletired.
Frustrated by the necessity of finishing
his plays quickly in order to meet the
typically harrowing deadlines, Shakes-
peare took the anger of his sleepless
nights out on his principal character:
“Sleep no more! Macbeth does murder
sleep... sleep no more!” Poor guy.

Clearly, we are not the first to suffer
from sleep deficiency. But what should
we do to combat this problem? The
simplest approach is the no sleep ap-
proach. I won’t mention sleep and you
won’t mention sleep, and everyone will
be happy. Nobody tells us to go to bed
so why should we sleep at all? This
seemingly brilliant solution simply
doesn’t work. We all need sleep and
since as soon as we get tired our bodies
are naturally inclined to sleep all propo-
nents of this approach wind up in a
perpetual state of zombie-hood. There
are other students who decide to sleep a
minimalamount of time during theweek
and catch up on the weekends. Besides
the fact that most of these studentssleep
evenless on weekends, this formula also
requiresitsadherents to functionon pure
adrenalin, which, as we all know, even-
tually strikes back.

What then is the answer? Each stu-
dent has to determine how many hours
heneeds to sleep in order to remain alert
and sleep that amount every night. The
Rambam, in his Mishnah Torah, recom-
mends that a normal person sleep eight
hoursanight, althoughhe seemstomake
allowances elsewhere for a scholar who
can handle less. The Maaseh Rokeyach
writes that seven hours is the standard
unit. Some people need more sleep than
others.

Additionally, students have to reas-
sess their priorities. Which is more im-
portant - a term paper or sleep? While
they are both important, a term paper
cannot be permitted to impinge upon
precious sleeping time. Without sleep
we cannot remain alert, and without
alertness, adequately accomplish any-
thing. “R. Simeon Ben Eleazer said ‘be-
hold and it was very good - and behold
sleepisvery good.” Whenafellow sleeps
a little he arises and involves himself
more in Torah”. (Beraishis Rabba - au-
thor’s translation). Rather than infringe
upon our sleep, the term paper should
consume our free time. If we have no
expendable free time we should ease
our workload. But under no condition
should we trespass upon our sleep. Only

YC Senior Josh Segal ctaching up on some much needed sleep

through sleep can we fully fulfill our
potential.

Thissermonisconvincingenough for
me. That’s why I try to turn in at 12:00
every night. But there are still other
problems.

Not only should we not hamstring
ourownsleep, but weshould nothinder
the sleep of others. Although some fel-
lows may not hit the sack until 4:00 or
5:00 a.m., or never, they should not dis-
turb other students who attempt to go to
sleep earlier. While some students can
go to sleep even while a band rehearses
next door there are others who can be
awakened by the slightest disturbance
and they deserve consideration. Stu-

& dents havearight to converse with each

other in their dorm rooms late at night
only insofar as their voices remain un-
heard in adjoining rooms. Similarly,
students can adjust their radios to be
loud enough to grant themselves enjoy-
ment without turning up the volume so
violently that the light sleeper who lives
next door will be awakened or have
difficulty falling asleep.

Welearnin YU thatsleepdoesn’tjust
come by itself. We have to work at
maintaining our regular sleeping hours
every night and sometimes this pursuit
requires a little effort. Last year my
roommate and I had difficulty sleeping
for several nights because we thought
we heard pencils dropping on the floor
of the room above us every thirty sec-
onds. Finally, after I became reasonably
certainthat my senses could not be com-
pletely deceiving me,I walked up tothat
roomonenightaround 2:00 inthemorn-
ing and simply announced to the resi-
dents “Please stop dropping pencils on
your floor. We’dlike to get somesleep.”
Theybothlooked at meverykindly and
considerately and replied “Okay.” And
they stopped dropping the pencils. So
you see, nobody really want to keep
othersup. If yourneighborsaredisturb-
ing you, tell them. With a little respon-
sibility and cooperation, we can all get
some sleep.

(This feature is a reprint from a 1988
Commentator.)

COMMENCEMENT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 11:00 AM

THE PARAMOUNT
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

HAVE YOU RETURNED YOUR
COMPLETED GRADUATION KIT
TO THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR?

IF NOT, CONTACT THE REGISTRAR

IF SO, DID YOU RECEIVE A CONFIRMATION
OF YOUR APPLICATION?
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Pre-Med In YU: Tough
Competition

BY JosH FINe

This past semester, an organic chem-
istry lab instructor assigned an extra
credit assignment, hoping to help only
thosestudents whose gradeswerefloun-
dering. However, notonly did the strug-
gling students rush to do the assign-
ment, but strangely enough, students
already receiving strong ‘A’s in the
course pleaded with the instructor for
permission to do the extra credit assign-
ment as well.

This incident is a premier example of
the fierce competition between all YC
pre-med students trying to reach their
goal of being accepted to a medical
school. Students are well aware that
while the number of med-school appli-
cants across the nation is growing, the
number of seats in these schools is re-
maining constant. Acceeptance to medi-
cal school is, obviously, a primary con-
cernforall pre-medstudentsinthecoun-
try. The pre-med students, recognizing
academic success as the determinant
used by medical school admission
boards, have grown obsessed with
achieving an A.

“Unlike other majors, the fear of
fellow pre-med students getting
ahead, and the constant need to know
where everybody is holding is
unique,” claims YC Junior, Daniel
Reich. “Unlike some courses in other
majors, virtually no pre-med course
can be considered a course in which
one can get an ‘easy A."”

How far will YC pre-medsgoin com-
peting to get a better grade? When it
comes to sharing lecture notes, or shar-
ing tests from the mesorah, it seems that
the average pre-med students are not
anxiousin assisting their fellow student.
YC junior and biology major Avi Pen-
stein recalls that “before exams, it is
frequent for students to hide from each
other, in hope that they won’t have to
say ‘no’ when they are asked for help.”
One pre-med student wishing toremain
anonymous says, “Itis especially trying
for pre-meds who want to take their
Torahstudiesseriously, forthey have to
stick to their sedarim knowing that their
‘competitors’ use their mornings for
catching up on sleep and study time.”

Dirty Deeds

Some faculty members feel that stu-
dents, if necessary, are willing to cheat,
copy, and steal. Although sheis not sure
if somebody intentionally did it, Profes-
sor of Chemistry Dr. Raji Viswanathan
tells of how she put a solutions manual
in the library which soon after went
‘missing.” Organic Chemistry students
experienced a similar situation this past
semester. Professor Dr. Irving Borowitz
placed an old "Orgo’ final on reserve in
the library which mysteriously suffered
the same fate as the chemistry solutions
manual. Inmediately, students insisted
that these objects were stolen. However,
Stuart Milstein, a YC junior and pre-
med, contends that “the [orgo] final
could have been misplaced accidental-
ly, but the very fact that some pre-meds
immediately felt that one of their fellow
students stole it shows how uptight the
pre-med competition is at YC.”

Another rumor circulating the Main

Campus is that of laboratory sabotage.
Last semester, a student claimed that his
lab experiment was contaminated by
another student. YC Chemistry Lab In-
structor Gail Horowitz explains that
she’s seen students change their own
data, but to the degree of sabotage she
asserts, “I've never seen anything like
that happen here...I would be really
shocked if I saw that someone was actu-
ally deliberately trying tohurt other stu-
dents.” However, in terms of competi-
tion among the students during lab,
Horowitz has witnessed students being
inconsiderate of one another. “They'll
try to cut ahead of each other, or if they
wanttheirquestionanswered, they don't
want to wait.”

Shnorring for Grades

With pre-meds obsessing over how
to get a better grade, faculty members
bemoan dealing with the students who
“shnorr” for points. One faculty member
exclaims, “When it comes to giving out
grades they [pre-med students] make
me crazy!” Horowitz recalls her first
semester at YC whenastudentseriously
requested his grade toberaised because
he was a “nice guy.” In describing the
behavior of pre-med students she as-
sertsthat “whilesomestudents aremore
polite about it, some students, depend-
ing upon their personality, can be ob-
noxious, disrespectful.... to the point
where you feel harassed.”

Why is there such a fierce competi-
tion among YC pre-meds? According to
Penstein, “each year it becomes more
and more difficult to get into good med-
ical schools and pre-meds feel that they
are fighting with their friends for entry
intoschools.” Milstein explains that most
YC pre-med students, being orthodox
Jews from the New York area are com-
peting to getinto the same 4 or 5 medical
schools in the Northeast; whereas, at
other universities most students have
many viable options across the country.
Dr. Viswanathan points to the dual cur-
riculum as being the source of the com-
petition: “We have very bright students
here...and they have a more difficult job.
They have a dual curriculum... itsnot an
easy thing todoas far asI'm concerned.”

A Positive Side

Although it may be taxing on the
students, there are positive aspects to
pre-med competition. YC junior, Jere-
my Kurz states that “the pre-med track
is very competitive, butI think theheavy
competitionmay servetoraise standards
-which helps YC maintain a good repu-
tation.” Dr. Viswanathan also sees the
competition inapositivelightsince the
pre-meds know that they must work
hard in order to do well. Horowitz
maintains that “the only positive thing I
could say [about pre-med competition]
isthatpre-medsaremotivatedbygrades,
so that’s a way of motivating them to
learn when they're in your course.”

On the whole, there seems to be a
considerable amount of tension among
YCpre-meds. Professors, like Dr. Borow-
itz, say that YC pre-meds need to be-
came less hyperactiveabout grades. Stu-
dernts, however, contend that these times
unfortunately call for this ‘battle’ of
medical school acceptance.

low LIS News & World Report ranking or

effects of outside credit, it seems im-
possible to avmd encountermg the is-

i sc_hedule and ease their

opportumfy to end their day consider-
ably earher than eight o’clock. They

Paymg by the Credit

. would also like. nothmg mare than to

“cut down on the six classes worth of
; "‘~3'WOrk which looms ahead of them after
rentlyfacngUls its acadenuc repiita-  their grueling day. Instead of deterring
tion. Whether it’s the clamor over the
‘charging the same amount for twelve

aStudentSenate debate ontheadverse.

hme each semester to devote to thelr

. sixteen, by tuition for that semester,
* which is slightly more than six thou-

. amount after the completion of a hun-
- dred and twenty eight credits that they
~currently pay under the “flat semester”
‘rate. In fact, YU can actually increase

- 'hundred and twenty eight credits.

‘lwou]d benefit nearly everyone in-
- volved. Yes, itis a fundamental change
- in a longstanding YU policy, which,
,urpoSe of s savmg mon- - likeall institutional change, isalwaysa

Ny students would' choose to -

students from taking this option by

credits as for seventeen, as the Univer-
sity’s current policy .does, students
would be ericouraged to spend both
more timeon campus overalland more

The Umvers1ty; ould contmue takmg
inthe same revenue by using aformula
at would divide the current average
amount of credits” per semester, say,

sand dollars: According to this calcula-
tion, students would then pay thesame

revenue under this plan, by collecting
higher tuition from students who
choose to graduate with more than a

“The plan is easy to 1mp1ement and

little fnghtemng But if the administra-
tion and faculty is at all serious in its
talk of increasing the academicreputa-
tion of YU, they should waste no time
in pushing for this change.

2549 Amsterdam Avenue
(Bet. 186th & 187th)
New York, NY 10033

(212)923-1180

Rollie Went
Crazy!!!

Bet. 6-10 pm
Get Any
Calzone with

any drink for
$3.25
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The Man Behind the Message

BYYAN S. KARBEN

Interviews comeeasy toDavid Rosen. They should.
He's being doing them for nearly twenty-seven years.

Rosen hasbeen atthe helm of the university ‘s public
relations efforts for nearly a year and half now, intro-
ducing innovations both major and minorin his quest
to tell the story of Yeshiva. Nationally recognized as a
leader in university public relations, Rosen has drawn
on years of experience as a reporter, consultant and
publicaffairsmaven as he moves YUPR into the future
and then some.

He finds it an imposing task.

“One of my major concems cominghere,” the former
Harvard Associate Vice President says, “was succeed-
ing Sam Hartstein (the previous director of the depart-
ment). Hewas a living legend with 50 years of service
and a genuine pioneer in university public relations.
He was one of those who created the field.”

He was also worried about being accepted into the
YU/RIETS community as anon-Orthodox Jew. While
hewas Vice President f or Public Affairs at Brandeis, a
“nominally Jewish institution,” he knew the challenge
of YU was unique. But, he says, the support of top
university administrators, including President Nor-

man Lamm and Senior Vice President Emeritus Israd

Miller, has eased the transition. “I have been made to
feel welcome,” he says.

In the past year, Rosen’s top priorities have been
improving and expanding publications for key con-
stituencies and devel oping and expanding the profes-
sional skills of the department’s staff. He launched
Yeshiva Today, a bi-monthly newspaper that serves as
“an internal vehicle to convey to faculty, administra-
tion and students some sense of the scope of what's
going on.” Hesays his goal with the paper has been to
“create a sense of community.”

The format of Alumni Review/Inside YU was also
revamped to reflect President Lamm and Vice Presi-
dent for Academic Affairs William Schwartz’s desire
for a publication with the “look, feel and content of a
serious university alumni magazine.” That meant
ditching the old magazine’s peculiarly large shapeand
expanding features on prominent alumni.

Rosen stresses that this has all been done within
budget. Infact, threeissues of YUReviewcost the same
to produce as two issues of its predecessor.

Started as a Reporter

Rosen’s firstjob was asa general assignment report-
er atThe Dayin New London, Connecticut. The Boston
native then moved to the Boston Herald before serving
as Capitol Bureau Chief in Massachusetts for United
Press International. He has taught at Boston Universi-
ty and Harvard’s Graduate School of Education and
worked as a political commentator.

The BU grad (whose physical likeness to Prince
Charleshasbeen noted on the front page of the Harvard
Crimson) shifted from journalism to public relations in
1977 and has held posts at The University of Chicago,
Brandeis University and Harvard University. He
served as Chief of Staff to a former Massachusetts
Lieutenant Governor and was vice president of Nico-
lazzo & Associates, a Boston public relati ons and mar-
keting firm.

His wife Nina still works as an attorney in Boston,
where Rosen tries to spend weekends. He expects his
wife to move to New York when his younger daughter
graduates from college this May.

The Public Relations Department has a nearly thir-
ty-person staff, who are assigned to one of five depart-

T
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ments: graphics, media, photography, development
and Cardozo/Midtown. An associate PR director has
just been assigned to CSL and plans are underway to
deploy a second person to work jointly at CSL and
SCw. .

A typical day for Rosen begins at half-past eight,
when he scans theTimesand either the Post or the Daily
News, “depending on which one my secretary puts in
my box.” Priority oneisreading the obituaries to see:
if any friends of the university have passed away..

Seeking the “Big One”

Hesays hisbiggest regretishe hasn’t found the “big
story” yet.

“I am not sure I know exactly what I mean by that.
There are always new, interesting and exciting things
within the faculty and students, there is a steady level
of scholarship. ButI want another Torah Shield. I've
gotten more satisfaction from the publications than
from the publicity,” he says.

The highlight of his career, though, remains not in
speechwriting or press-release drafting, but in a dis-
play of bravado at Harvard.

“Paul Volker, theChairman of the Fed, was giving the
commencement address and we issued credentials,
against my judgment, but at counsel’s insistence, to
some leftist. In the middle of the speech the guy gets up
andrushes the stage. Therewasnosecurity. Igotsomad
that I ran up and tackled him. He had my credentials!”

He had a recent “anonymous victory” at the Chan-
nukah Dinner, where his suggestions for Senator Bob
Dole’skeynote were ad opted by Dole’s speechwriters.

“I also reminded him how to say ‘chai,”” Rosen recalls.

. “He told me he had already been briefed on that.”

Looking Ahead

Inthe coming year, Rosenhopesto continuet ofocus
on the academic strength of the university, particular-
ly the accomplishments of the undergraduate faculty.
Hefeels that academics ha ve traditionally gotten short
shrift in publications and press releases and plans
more aggressive attempts to find “vehicles to convey
the YU/RIETS story of excellence in teaching, research
and community service.”

The department will soon distribute the first “Me-
dia Guide to Faculty Experts at Yeshiva University”
and plans to place advertisements highlighting aca-
demic excellence, in addition to fundraising, in The
Jewish Week. By seeking out regional and national
media more aggressively, Rosen hopes to “reinforce
the perception of YU as aJewish-sponsored institution
devoted to academic excellence,” thereby promoting
student recruitment efforts, creating a positive fund-
raising environment and assisting in the recruitment
and retention of faculty and administrators.

Role is Educational

“The best part of the job is the pace, the people, the
challengeand the importance of YU’s mission,” Rosen
says, “It has been exciting, though not always for the
same reasons I imagined.” '

He concedes that he finds the controversy over an
organization for gay and lesbian students at CSL
“strange.” “It is the most frustrating challenge. A
couple of students are cranking this thing up and the
religious right outside of YU sees some ad vantage in
bring critical. They are envious.”

Rosennotes that YU is the “biggestand thebest, the

only game in town in Orthodox Judaism with the only °

serious university level faculty and the best rebbeim
and an endowment in excess of $300 million.”

This willbe Rosen’s last stand. He plans to retirein
five years whenheturnsfifty-five, returning towriting
(he has one book under his belt), some consulting and
a sideline as a professional musician. “Maybe I'll do
some bar mitzvahs and weddings,” he says.

He'll miss the students. “Partof my role is education-

- al. I'was the faculty advisor for an alternative student

newspaper at Chicago. I’ve written recommendations

and counseled students seeking professional careersin
joumalism. The institution— every institution— is
about students, that is what the place is here for.”

. Another successful interview.

(]
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Former Lyndon Johnson Advisor
Among Visiting Professors
continued from page one

Dr. Roald Hoffman

and Nozick’s excellent classroom repu-
tations were crucial to the decision pro-
cess. Both Hoffman and Nozick were
reportedly surprised to be hired before
speaking with-professors from the phi-
losophy or chemistry departments. R.
Carmy noted that only “following the
selection of [Nozick] were the full-time
members of the department and incom-
ing dean Dr. Norman Adler consulted

" about the most effective utilization of

his presence.”

R. Carmy, however, is looking for-
ward to team-teaching with Nozick, a
Harvard University scholar whosebook,
Anarchy, State and Utopia, won the Na-
tional Book Award in 1975. Nozick will
also be team-teaching with Dean Adler
in a course dealing with the interaction
of philosophy and psychology, as well
as with Stern philosophy department
chairman Dr. David Schatz.

A Renaissance Man

Despite the unsettling hiring process,
Dr. Borowitz allowed that Roald Hoff-
man “would have been the best choice
for the [chemistry] position anyway.”
Hoffman, whose Nobel Prize was for
quantum mechanical studies of chemi-
cal react1v1ty, is also a well-published

Dr, Elsbeth Davies Rostow

poet and is in the process of writing a
book about Judaism and science. A Ho-
locaust survivor, he now is the John A.
Newman Professor of Physical Science
at Cornell University.

Speaking from his office at Cornell,
Hoffman told The Commentator that he
accepted his two-semester position be-
cause he was attracted to both the stu-
dents and professors of YU. Citing a
fascination with Torah U’Madda, Hoff-
man claimed heis interested in working
with the likes of “R. Moshe Tendler,
Professor Haym Soloveitchik, R. Car-
my,” and others. In addition, he looked
forward to “interaction with the stu-
dents of YU.”

Hoffman'’s affiliation with YU is a
product of his 1991 appearance as the
inaugural scholar in the Kukin Lecture
Series. Dr. Blau, who is coordinating
Hoffman’s schedule,said the YC faculty
was extremely impressed then and is
confident now that Hoffman will prove
to be a valuable asset to the chemistry

Dr. WaIt Rostow T

department: “He is an exceptional per-
son and is very interested in the Jewish
aspect of life,” she explained. Hoffman
will be teaching general elementary
chemistry at YC and Stern during the
fall semester and hopes to lead a semi-
nar course on science and culture. He
met with various faculty members at a
campus visit three weeks ago.

The Gottesman Program'’s third “ac
quisition” is that of former Presidential
national security advisor Dr. Walt Ros-
tow and his wife, political scientist Dr.
Elsbeth Davies Rostow, who will be at
YC and Stern for the Spring 1996 semes-
ter. The Rostows, both professors at the
University of Texas, Austin, are authors
of numerous books and recipients of a
substantial number of national awards.
Walt Rostow served under President
Lyndon B. Johnson.

~BY STEVEN Mlonowmx

I Yeshiva University didn't quahfy
for the: ‘word’ “unjque” before, it cer-

'tamly ddes now: YU has officially be-

come: the' first university where stu-
dents canexplore the use of metaphor
in the works of Shelley in all its sub-
lime. glory, then proceed to ritually

‘slaughter a chicken, all i in the same
da' A new ‘shechita course; offered -

y ol rmngs m a blology lab

hechita Students on
;_Ilttlllg Edge

week. But the overwhelnung feeling is

. that of ‘awe at the wide spectrum of

'\ -dxverseeducahonalopporhuuhesavaﬂ-
0 able at Yeshiva University.

. % ’Ihecourse,whlchfocusesmﬂyonfowl
h- - will not be expanding to the bovme
- worid any time soon.

wards, the grim melee will begin when
students test their proficiency.

If R. Serels accedes to a student’s
competency at the end of the course,
the student will be granted “kabbal-
ah,” the license to perform kosher
slaughter passed down for centuries.
This will usher in a new generation of
computer scientists, accountants, and
attorneyswhoarealsoqualifiedtoserve
in the nation’s top slaughterhouses.

Participants in the course are mainly
motivated by a desire to learn more
about Jewish tradition and ritual, and
arepleased to have such achance. One
studentjoked aboutthe therapeutic na-
ture of taking out pent-up frustration
on small, flightless birds after a long

~That diversity has its limits, though

delight.

Features:

» Tiled Bathroom with vanity

» Kitcliens with wall ovens

s Laundry,facllity on every floor
»Cable available .

» Reserved indoor/outdoor parking -
» Security intercom

.+ Magpnificent lobby

* Hardwood parquet floors

« Balconies on selected units
s All utilities included
* No peis
Ellzabeth NJ 07208 @
Floorplans The Commmunity Directions
Studios Our accessibility to N.Y.C. frans-  GSP to exit 140A. Follow to Rt. 82
1 Bedroom/1 Bath portation, the GSP, the N.J aEast.l(Mt;m:‘ Arm)-A Con;inue Iat;lvmz
( Turnpike is superb. Great shop- miles 10 North Ave. Tutn lell an
F Eetkoam2iBd pin[;pand ente':tainment nearh‘;. g0 1/2 mile to North Broad Sireet.
The skyline view is magnificent,  "Pertmen's are on the eft cornor.
From
ssso — Office Hours
By Appoinunenl

908-820-9727

Spectacular Skyline Views ...

Lunury living in a luxurious building, at an affordable rent, is what Westminster Towers is
all about.- Our location is a commuters dream. Large closets, custom kitchens, and spacious
floorplans with laundry facilities on every floor, all biend to make your living experience a
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SumnerRedstone, Ronald Perelman,
AceGreenberg, LeonRennert,Sy Syms,
and Michael Goldstein are some of the
most wealthy and powerful CEO’s and
chairmen in the business world today;
they also happentobegiving theunique
and well- publicized Sy Syms School of
Business lecture series entitled, “Con-
temporary Problems in Business.” The
three-credit course is being held on Fri-

Auditorium.

entrepreneurs generate throughout the
lecture hall. “When the CEO of Via-
com, Toys R’ US, or Bear Steams is
addressing you face to face, you  make
sure your mind absorbs every sylla-
ble,” exclaims SSSBjunior and seminar
student Andrew Davidson.

alumni are marveling over the group
of highly-famed businessmen, the YU

this course came into being.
In a meeting last summer, Dean of

and its practical aspects was needed in

with college students. This semester’s

The Management Seminar:
Opening New Doors
For YU Students
o the Shools I e Doris Kukin

‘hopes tobe a series of riew and exciting

day mornings in Stern College s Koch :

Four weeks into the semester, the 70 1 )
students in the class rave about the
enthusiasm and excitement that these -

-commented Vlce-Pre31dent Schwartz
While all students, faculty, and -

community is still wondering how

SSSB Dr. Nierenberg, Vice-Presidentof
Academic Affairs Dr. Schwartz, a“df_f-bndgmg the gap betWeen'ftheo and
Assistant Professor ‘of Marketmg Dr.. s
Fred Palumbo convened to disctiss the ¢
fact that ‘the business world has not - write @
‘been satisfied with the skills of college " compa
students across the counlry Although
students are well trained in business  Palum
theory, businesses also wish their col- - tive ir
lege recruits tobe better equipped with
practical knowledge. Everyone agreed
that a bridge between business theory

_gramming which meets. _the goa_l of

_can have orl ’she enfi

ic quahty of YU wh

the Sy Syms School of Business. A
decision was reached to try toalleviate
this problem by expanding to a curric-
ulum which willattempt toforge closer -
linkswith prominentbusinessmenwho
could share their ‘practical knowledge’

'shlps wnth ma)or ﬁgure

: ! '.mto mcreased recrultmg wby \thesey,
Management Seminar, under the aegis S

Distinguished Visiting* Professorship
program, is only the first in what SSSB

programs in the business school. .+ . -

When dev1s1ng the class, Dr. Palum-
bo created a list of p0551b1e candidates
from many sectors- of the business
world, hoping to give students abroad
spectrum ofma]orcompames' Manyof
the CEO's were also. chost :
the varymg challenges _

ments of the 'ec
ufacturmg, reta
munications, and ﬁnanaaliservmes

Dr. Palumbo, the new course S,cO0T-
dinator, noted that the 1mt1at1ve of the
CEOto teachinsucha program is due
to the “willingness of business leaders
to enter into partnershlps with institu-
tions of higher learning to devise pro-

ty Thecourse enha

development of the _ on
The course also- helps forg rel i

companies at YU.

ANNOUNCING YESHIV
PRIZES FOR WRITM

Fiction
Best Short Story: Jerome Robbins Memorial Award
Essay
Best Essay ina Freshman Composition Course
Best Interpretive Essay on Literature
Best Essay on any Subject
Poetry
Best Poem subject unspecified

Best Poem based on a theme in the Hebrew Bible
~(Moscs BodensteinMemorial Pize Academy of Ameriean Poets Callege Poetry Award Contest)

Prizes: publication in the YU literary magazine and modest cash awards,

Judges: Members of the Yeshiva College English Department, The Bodenstein Prize (which ks oper
to SCW students) will be judged jointly by members of the YC and SCW English Departments,

Deadline: Wednesday, March 15, 1995, to Mrs. Levinson in the Dean's Office

Sponsored by: Yeshiva College English Department,

YU to Face Financial
Consequences if Gay

Issue Goes to Trial
continued from page one

is specifically contrary to its inherent
religious values. In the opinions of the
two attorneys present, it would not be
easy for YU to meet either of the two
criteria.

Since 1968, when the Attorney Gen-
eral of New York State sent a question-
naire to all universities asking whether
they would comply with the statute or
claim exemption, YU has specifically
claimed that it is not a religious institu-
tion. In fact, in the late 1960s, YU specif-
ically separated itself from RIETS in or-
der to allow itself to maintain its status
as an institution not governed by reli-
gious values. RIETS was given its own
charter and is affiliated with YU only by
a very specific agreement which, again,
specifically denies that YU itself is a
religious institution. In addition, over
the past two decades, YU has filed nu-
merous forms with the state requesting
government aid in which it has specifi-
cally stated that it is not a religious insti-
tution. In the opinion of the presenting
attorneys, arguing against such over-
whelming self-incriminating evidence
would indeed be an impossible task.
When pressed, they said that if forced to
argue the issue in court, they would
pointto the practical religious aspects of
Yeshiva University schools in order to
establish it as a religious institution.

Even if YU were to establish itself as
a religious institution, despite the diffi-
culties, it would still be necessary for it
to prove that providing facilities for the
gay club specifically negatesitsreligious
purpose. Richard Davis, one of the two
attorneys, argued that even this criteri-
on would be difficult to meet because
the statute specifically says that provid-
ing equal facilities is not tantamount to
condoning the activities that the facili-
ties are used for. Thus, YU could not
argue that simply by providing office
space it is condoning the club, because
the law says that is not so. Even the
attorneys, however, did allow that it
would be easier for YU to meet this test
than thefirst test of proving that they are
a religious institution. Interestingly,
under this second criterion, even RIETS,
clearly a religious organization would
be unable to take action against gay
clubs.

Although legal precedent in this area
is far from abundant, there are tworele-
vant cases. The first is the well-known
Georgetown case where the University
attempted to deny equal access to gay
organizations and the Washington DC
Court of Appeals decided against the
school. Although the Georgetown case
is similar to YU's situation, the law is
different in the two states and thus the

case is of marginal importance. More
relevant is the New York State case of
Scheiber v. St. John's. In this case, St.
John's University removed a Jewishstu-
dent leader, arguing that his occupying
the position prevented the university
from achieving its religious purpose.
Here, the Court decided that although
St.John’s did qualify as a religious insti-
tution, it would still not be able to dem-
onstrate that the position had tob efilled
by a person of the same religion. This
dedision is viewed as extremely damag-
ing to YU on this issue because while St.
John’s specifically defines itself as a reli-
giousinstitutionand refuses state funds,
YU does not, and would thus be in a
much worse position than St. John's.

Collateral Consequences

The meeting ended with a discussion
of the collateral consequences that YU
could experience if it were to take this
matter to Court. If YU were to argue in
court that iswas a religious institution,
it would be specifically contradicting
documents that it filed with the state
requesting funding and could thus put
that funding in jeopardy. Last fall, the
university secured $32 million in tax
exempt bonds from the New York State
Dormitory fund. Moreover, Y Ureceives
inexcessof $1 million each year from the
Bundy fund, a fund that distributes funds
specifically on the basis of an institu-
tion’s compliance with the Blaine
Amendment, a law that, in effect, re-
quires the equal access provisions that
are required by the city statute. In addi-
tion, YU is the recipient of over $40
million in research funds a year that
could be jeopardized by losing its status
as a non-religious institution. In the
words of Dr. Socol, “That is a lot of
money ... It makes a big difference be-
tween existence and non-existence.”

Jeff Stier, Editor-in-Chief of the Car-
dozo Law Forum, was not impressed by
the meeting. Despite the arguments
made by the attorneys, he still believes
that YU could win if the issue were to go
to court. In fact, Nulman did mention
that YU had consulted one attorney who
believed that a court would decide in
YU'’s favor. Socol, however, added, that
even he, when pressed, could not de-
fend his position. If anything, Stier has
become even more disillusioned by the
University’s attitude towards this issue.
“Yeshiva University has, in effect, equat-
ed the Torah U'Maddah logo with the
Urim V'Tumim logo at Yale University
— asymbol that has no meaning what-
soever. I think an important step is for
YU to take the Torah U’'Maddah symbol
down from its doors.”

Ohavei Shalom Tsedaka Fund
Your Contribution helps needy families in [sracl

Contributions

can be given 1o:

Judah Wohlgelernter
Pollack Library, YU
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‘passing was marked by mourning worldwide, and the recognition that an
e cabs Tarah Bears Tad Blrloat o e T i

- Rav Auerbach, who was 84 at his passing, was reportedly the first child to be
‘bornin a fledgling Sha’arei Chesed neighborhood of Yerushalayim, a community
‘he served his entire life. Under the guidance of his father, HaRav Chaim Leib
‘Auerbach, the world-famous Jewish mystic, Rav Shlomo Zalman attended the
rrenowned Etz Chaim yeshiva. He gained a reputation as a preeminent halachic
authority at quite a young age and was a mainstay at Sha'arei Chesed's Gra Shul
for fifty years. Rav. Auerbach’s first sefer, “Ma'adanei Aretz,” was a highly
aws ofsh'mittah. After years of privatestudy, Rav

N

antly fled fromit
a gated his will to that of
lop characterized Ray Shlomo Zalman as
as thathebelonged to all camps, that he was

" Rav. Auerbach had strong ties with the Goldwicht and Charlop families. Rav
Goldwicht’s family, which settled in Sha’arei Chesed before moving to Kerem
B’Yavneh in the mid-fifties, has maintained extremely close relations with the
‘Auerbach family. Rav'Charlop’s grandson married Rav Auerbach’s grand-
‘daughter just last month, but the two families go decades back. Rav Charlop’s
_grandfather, HaRav. Ya’akov Moshe Charlop, who was head of Sha’arei Chesed

‘and Rosh Yeshiva of Mercaz HaRav, was the one who first approached Rav

Shlomo Zalman about leading the community.

- Ina1945letter recently '_s@:b"\_re'réél"byRairChm*lop,‘Rav.fa’akbi}'Mnshew_ri_tes

greatness. In the letter, Rav Ya'akov Moshe implores .
ng Shlomo Zalman Auerbach is properly supported and given every oppor-

quested of his mourners “not tooverindulge

-n
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Harav Shimon Schwab

BY Nick MuzIN

After a lifetime of service to the Jew-
ish community, Rav Shimon Schwab,
beloved leader of the nearby Breuer’s
community passed away last week at
86 years of age. Born in Germany and
educated in the Lithuanian Yeshivas,
Rav Schwab was considered one of the
last great Torah giants from a genera-
tion that is all too rapidly fading away.

In 1957, after serving as a Rav in
Baltimore, Rav Schwab joined the
Rabbanut of K'hal Adath Jeshurun in
Washington Heights and later took
over the duties of the famed Rav Breu-
er zt'l.

RavSchwabwasknown throughout
Klal Yisroel as a dynamic Talmudic
scholar whose advice was widely
sought. Hewas abrilliant thinkerand a
prolific writer who delivered his many
themes with a fiery oratory. His fa-
mous sefer “Elu VaElu” (These and
Those), is considered a basic handbook
today for many Jewish educators. In
addition, his collections “Selected
Speeches” and “Selected Writings” tes-
tify tohis wide scope of expertise, rang-
ing from piercing Divrei Mussar to an
essay on the miscalculations in the time-
line of Jewish History.

Rav Schwab also composed a beau-
tiful Kinah about the Holocaust which
is recited in many shuls today on Tisha

B'av.

Rav Schwab wasinstrumentalin the
operation of the Kehillath Adath Jeshu-
run Kashrus division, which is consid-
ered by many to be of the highest stan-
dard. He was also involved in the
growth of the Breuer’s Beis Medrash
and Kollel.

Rav Schwab was one of the last ged-
olim who promoted the unique philos-
ophy of Torah Im Derech Eretz, an ideol-
ogy based on the writings of Rav Shim-
shonRaphael Hirsch. While many have
compared this to YU’s Torah U'Madda
philosophy, Rav Schwab was a staunch
opponent of YU and spoke many times
about the problems he foresaw with a
way of life “that couldn’t make up its
mind about priorities.” It is perhaps
because of Rav Schwab’s close proxim-
ity to YU, both physically, and with
regard to ideology, that he felt so in-
clined to speak out against it.

In his will, Rav Schwab stipulated
thatnohespedimbe said atthelevayah.
Instead, a large hesped was held on
Monday night February 20 at which
both the Novominsker Rebbe and Rav
Shmuel Kamenetsky, Rosh Yeshiva of
the Yeshiva of Philadelphia, spoke.

Rav ZechariaGelley,whojoined the
rabbinate of the Kehillah eight years
ago in order to help Rav Schwab with
the day to day operations, will be tak-
ing over as Rav of the community.

‘about a thirty-something scholar whom he had just met and felt was destined for
oshe implores his son to see to it that the

Rav Meir Goldwicht delivering a Hesped for Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
in the Main Beis Midrash

ABSOLUTE

It's official!

A recent

study con-

ducted by a

Big Six ac-

counting firm

has verified

The Princeton

Review’s outstanding aver-

age score improvements! Our
MCAT students have an average
score improvement of 6.0 points.
Our LSAT students improve their
scores by an average of 7.5 points.
The average score improvement
of our GMAT students is 72
points, and our GRE students raise
their scores by an average of 214
points. So, how do we do it? Simple.
Small classes (no more than 1S
students) grouped by ability and
great teachers who give lots of
personal attention. The Princeton
Review is the most effective,
efficient and enjoyable way to great

results! No more wondering

who'’s the best. Now, we have
O,

1 o o Yo

PROOF!

THE

PRINCETON _
REVIEW
800 - 2 - REVIEW

The Princeton Review iy nor uffiliated with
Princeton Universiny or the Educational Testing Service,
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BERNIE "RED" SARACHEK
YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOL

NATIONAL INVITATIONAL
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT -
Competition for the Number One
Yeshiva High School Team in North America
PARTICIPATING
SCHOOLS GAMES
Mar. 30-Apr, 3, 1995
HOST Valley Torah High School Hillel Community H.S. THURSDAY
TEAMS N. Hollywood, CA Miami Beach, FL AFTERNOON
MTA’ Hebrew Academy of Montreal = Ida Crown Jewish Academy
HAFTR Montreal, Canada Chicago, IL
& Yeshiva University of Los ALL DAY
Angeles Marsha Stern Talmudical
JEC Los Angeles, CA Acac}i;r;gs\ﬁfcl:;ﬁo[jgi:yesrsity FRIDAY
New York, NY
ommunity Hebrew Acade- ,
- mytz,)ff'i“otr)ontoA Hillel Yeshiva High School ALL DAY
Toronto, Canada Deal, NJ
CHEER ON Yeshiva Or Chai Block Yeshiva High School SUNDAY
YOUR Toronto, Canada St. Louis, A§IO
A L M A Cooper Yeshiva High School HAFTR ALL DAY
MATER Memphis, TN Cedarhurst, NY MONDAY

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY
MAX STERN ATHLETIC CENTER

Game Schedules Will Be Posted In The MSAC

INFORMATION: CALL THE OFFICE OF ADMISSIONS (212) 960 5277
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cred1t proposal

replacing college ‘elective credit -as-
suaged by the counterbalance of reduc-
ing Israel elec tive credits. In fact, they
may even gain, Rabbi Charlop present-
ly seeks four semesters of mandatory

more elecnve credzts :

L tagesithe ?fdlsc;ilsmon should-vbe;.left
. TheYC faculty would alsohavelxti le"-"
to lose, their fears about shiur- credlt.

shiur. credit. But according to sources,
some in the debate have expressed in--
terest at reducing Israel credit down'to -
twenty four, thereby - freemg up even_- :

S 5 have been under the assumphon that

Expansmn F’of M: ‘,_x1mum Credlt#

.mainly to faculty and administration,
Heexplained, “Often, student involve-
‘mentatsuchanearlystagecreates more
heat than it does light. Students will
have their say later, at both the Aca-
demic Standardsand Curriculum Com-
mittee meetings.” (Each have two stu-
dent representatives.) Other faculty
members point out that this will not
impact on current students anyway,
becauise all ‘discussions on' the issue

Chart

a Course for Success

| Get a global perspective in W
Business Administration/

Management. Combine the
excellence of a Boston

excitement of Graduate Study
in Israel.

call: 617/353-6000
fax: 617/353-6633

BOSTON
UNIVERSITY

BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY
OF THE NEGEV

e

University education with the "

An equal oppontunicy, affirmative action institution.

In Israel

e Master of Science in
Management

* Language of Instruction
English

e Admission in Septem-
ber, January, and April

e Option of 1 year full-
time or 2 years part-time

* Undergraduate Degree in

Business not Required

QBrussels

| Site Preference(s):

| For FREE Information, retuen to: 755 Commonweslth Averue, Boston, MA 02215 TI
|

| NAME |

|

| ADDRESS |

| |

Ty STATE zIP |

|

Oiseedd OrLondon  QParis
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Intramurals Return

The Juice Set to Defend Title

BY DAvID GOLDENBERG

Congratulations to the Ch
Captain Ephraim Gerzsberg

Ari Ciment

Dovey Forman

Ari Oliner '
Shlomie Herschman

Kenny Ripstein

Mordechai Schnur

Jonathan Schloss

Charleston Chiefs 58,

Miami Juice 36

In the first game back from vacation,
the defending champs looked anything
but ready to defend their title as they
were handily defeated by the Chiefs.
Neer Even-hen led all scorers with 17
points. Hillel Cohen chipped in with 11
for the winners. The Juice were led by
Dovey Foreman'’s 10 points.

. Hickory Huskers 51,

Terhune Tigers 29

The Huskers who lost in the semi-
finals last semester picked up Wes
Kalmar in the supplemental draft be-
fore the game and it paid off right
away, as he scored 10 points in his
debut. The Huskers were led by for-
ward Michael Dube who scored 19 to
lead the Huskers to their first win of
the season. Terhune was led by Sam
Wald'’s 10 points.

Oolitic Owls 54,

South Bend Central Bears 33

The Owlseasily defeated ashorthand-
ed Bears team as Noam Geftled the way
with 12 and Ari Hirt added 10. The
Bears who played without cap tain Eitan
Butler, guard Chaim Zakheim, and for-
ward Jeremy Fox, were led by David
Zeit's13pointsasheshot3-5fromdown-
town.

Oolitic Owls 51, Terhune 40

Oolitic won their second straight as
Noam Geft once again led the way
with 19 points for his second straight
strong performance. Ari Hirt added
12 points for the 2-0 Owls. The Tigers
are headed in the other direction as
they fell to 0-2. Sam Wald scored 10
for Terhune.

S.B. Central Bears 78, Miami 61

In a game that saw little defense and
17 three pointers, the Bears out-gunned
the Juice by 17. The Bears had five
players in double figures as David Kat-
zoff led allscorers with 24 points. Aaron
Solomon added 15 and Ron Markowitz
scored 14. For the Juice who played
without captain Ephraim Gerzsberg and
forward Ari Ciment dropped to 0-2. Ari
Oliner had the hot hand for Miami hit-
ting for 18 points on 6 three pointers.
Shlomie Herschman scored 15.

Albany Patroons 44,

Ithica Warriors 32

The Patroons avenged their semi-fi-
nal loss to the Warriors last semester
and won their opener with a strong sec-
ond half. The Warriors who led by 1 at
halftime switched to a man-to-man de-
fense in the second halfand Albany took
advantage. Bennett Schacter who was
traded to albany prior to tip-off from
Ithica scorched his former teammates
with 11 points including 8 in a row dur-
ing a 10-2 decisive second half run.
StevenBransdorfer led the Warriorswith
14pointsand supplem ental draftee Dav-
id Wild added 8.

Hickory 40, Ithica 36

The Warriors who lost one game all of
last season dropped their second straight
to open up 02 as Arkady Abraham led
theHuskers with 11 points. The Warriors
who came within 2 at 33-31 with five
minutes left couldn’t overcome Hickory.
they wereled once again by center Steven
Bransdorfer’s 14 and David Wild's 13.

With the win, the Huskers moved
into a first place tie with Oolitic with a 2-
0 record.

Long Island Surf 42,

Charleston 40 O.T.

Inthemostexciting game oftheyoung
season, the Surf, in their opener, edged
the Chiefs by 2 in overtime. With 4
seconds left in the extra session, Hillel
Olshin went to the line for two foul
shots. He missed them both but got his
own rebound and scored the winner for
the Surf. Akiva Aronson led all scorers
with 14 points. Hillel Cohen scored 12
for the 1-1 Chiefs.

Mazal Tov to Seth Dimbert
and Judi Goodman on their

Recent Engagement

KOSHER-D

GRANDMA'’S
COOKIE
> JAR &

%a
More you eat. the more you ¥

>

2551 AMSTERDAM AVE.
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033

(212) 568-4855

(BTWN 186-187 ST.)
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The 1994-95 Macs in a team photo taken be ore the game at MSG

Macs Finish Second in the
TAC League Standings

Team Earns Respect by
Overcoming Adversity

BY ADAM MELZER

Now that the season is over, it is time
to reflect a little on how far the Macs
have gone and how much adversity
they have overcome. The Macs wanted
respect this year and they earned it.
After beginning the season 3-6, the Macs
finished their season by winning 10 of
their last 14, finishing a solid 13-10.

Macs Beat Bard in First Round

The Macs qualified as the second seed
in the Independent Athletic Conference
after defeating Stevens Tech in the sea-
son finale. The Macs first round oppo-
nent in the IAC tournament was Bard
College. The game was played before a
large crowd in the Max Stern Athletic
Center. The Macs grounded out a 12-
point win without star Alan Levy who
sat out due to injury. Beating Bard al-
lowed the Macs to move on to the semi-
finals against Mt. St. Vincent. For the
Macs, the win also demonstrated that
they could win without Levy, a graduat-
ing senior. Barry Aranoff (the nation’s
steals leader as of tournament time!)
played his best game as a Mac, scoring
28 points on 11 for 14 shooting (4 three
pointers). Neil Bronstein was also a
force with 14 points and Stephen Kup-
ferman (8 points) was superb in filling in
for an injured Alan Levy.

Inthesemifinalgame, theresults were
much different. The game was over
quickly as Mt. St. Vincent trounced the
Macs 97-53. Mt. St. Vincent hit their first
seven shots of the game (the eighth shot,
which was missed, was quickly tipped

in) en-route to the rout which ended the
Mac's season.

Overcoming Adversity:

One of the themes of this year’s win-
ning Macs was overcoming adversity.
Though many had thought the Macs
would simply fall apart this year, they
surprised all and overcame anumber of
factors which figured against them in
thebeginning of the year. Here is a list of
some of them:

1. The loss of Daniel Aaron and Miko
Danan. The Macs finished with a better
record than last year.

2. A 3-6 start. The Macs won 10 of
their final 14 games.

3. The loss of Coach Podias. Coach
Post (-dias) was a capable replacement
as the Macs defense remained solid.

4. The media - 'nuff said.

5. Theinjury to Issac Neuman. A key
role player was replaced by Neil Bron-
stein who emerged as a solid player in
only his first season as a Mac.

6. The fans. Mac fans were not so
quick to come to games citing the lack of
a marquee player. Ever hear of Hoo-
siers? How about the Mighty Ducks?

The 1994-95 Macs will be remem-
bered as a team that overcame adver-
sity. They were a team that not only
earned the respect of many but had a
very productive season in doing so.
They were a team that went from 3-6
to one in contention for a possible
ECAC tournament berth. Congratu-
lations to Coaches Halpert and Post
and to the entire team on a very com-
mendable season.
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Volleyball Team off to a
Shaky Start

BY COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF

After a half-year of practice, the Y.U.
Volleyball team began their season at
Stevens Tech with the IAC tournament.
The team had placed third at the tourna-
ment a year ago and had hoped to im-
proveon that this year. After sizing up
the competition, Co-CaptainNoam Geft
remarked that “this goal could be
reached.” Veteran setter Noah Linden-
berg continually stressed thatif theteam
just concentrated on the fundamentals,
they could stay competitive with any
team!

The first opponent for the Macs was
the host, Stevens Tech. In the first game
(of abest-of-5 series ), the team was play-
ing well, and most importantly, playing
as a unit. This resulted in a highlevel of
intensity, and led to a lead late in the
game. The passing was good, the setting
wasexcellent, and the all around play of
Co-Captain Avi Vogelhad everyone feel-
ing that the team had a promising day
ahead of them. Unfortunately, a late
collapse which cost the team the game
was a precursor for the rest of the day’s
events. Errorsin all aspects of the game
were tumning up everywhere, and the
lack of consistency was completely de-
stroying YU’s chances. They lost the
first game 15:13, the second 15:10, and
the third 15:6.

The second opponent to face YU was
IAC newcomer, Polytechnic. After
watching this team play earlier in the
day, Coach Shensheng Jiang figured on
giving his rookies some quality time.
Although YU did not play up to its full-
est potential, and the reliable setting of
Noah Lindenberg and Vladimir Pe-

terzeil, YU prevailed in three straight
games 15:7, 15:7,15:10 behind the thun-
derous spikes of Noam Getft,

In their third match, YU fell quickly
to tournament favorite, NJIT (15:2, 15:3,
15:6), and went on to face an improved
Mt. St. Vincent team which YUhad beat-
en 3 times last season.

Unfortunately, theresultwas the same
old story, with YU staying competitive
until the end. The matchended with YU
losing 15:11, 15:6, 15:6.

Althoughthe day concluded with the
Macs holding a 1-3 record, Coach Shen-
sheng Jiang was able to draw many pos-
itives. Firstly, YU beat the teams that
they were supposed to, and secondly,
the players were able to see what they
had toimproveon,bothasa unit, aswell
asindividually. Furthermore, newcom-
ersJeremy Fine, and Eitan Geftsaw their
first action as Macs, and proved with
theirsolid play that they will be tremen-
dous contributors in the future. Others
who contributed were veterans Boris
Khodorkovsky and Martin Joshua, and
rookies, David Ruditzky, Carl Hoch-
hauser, and Andrew Davidson.

Macs Fall to York at MSAC

InY.U/s first home match of the sea-
son, the team was looking to rebound
from its disappointing showing at the
IAC tournament. With a large crowd
looking on, the team wanted a win bad-
ly. The team lost the first two games
miserably, committing numerous un-
forced errors. There wasnodoubt, they
werebeating themselves! Finally theteam
came alive late in the second game, but it
was toolittle too late. The final score was
15:3,15:11, 15:13 in favor of York.

The Conmmentator

500 West 185th Street
New York, NY 10033




