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RIETS Students May Face 

Eviction from Dorms 
BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK there has been an average in

crease of twenty-five students 
With YU reveling in its high- requesting dorm space per se

estregistrationlevel in decades, mester over the past two years. 
and with rosy expectations for If the trend continues, massive 
the · year ahead, the Residence · logistical problems could eJ\Sue 
Office is examining the possi- becausethedormshavealreadr. 
bility of ejecting post-coHegiate,. . reached. their. satul'ation porn{ . 
kollelandsmichastuderitsfrom Rabbi Cheifetz promises, how
the three Main Campus dorms, ever, that "everyone will be ac
and instead, housing them in commodated" in the upcoming 
nearby apartments. The pros- term. 
pect is receiving mixed reviews RIETS students discovered 
from the approximately seven- their tentative status when sev
ty-five students potentially af- eral of them unsuccessfully at
fected by the proposal. tempted to obtain dorm appli-

_While no concrete dorm fig- cations from the Residence 
ures are available yet under- Halls Office. They were instead 
graduatedormapplicationsare informed of the potential prob-· 
still being accepted and figures lem and instructed to wait until 
from this year's crop of Israel the undergraduate application 
students are still up in the air process is completed. Mean
Rabbi Joshua Cheifetz, Resi- while, Rabbi Cheifetz began 
dents Halls Director, notes that compiling a separate list of the 

names, dorm rooms, and phone 
numbers of RIETS students re
questing dorm space. Dorm 
counselors who are RIETS stu
dents will not be affected by the 
space constrictions. 

Oajy wpen the undergradu
ate· dorm numbers for 1995-6 
are finalized, probably within 
the next two weeks, will it be 
determined if the evictions ·are 
necessary. One residence offi
cial speculated that if there will 
be enough space left over for 
some,alotterywill beheld, Stem 
College-style, to decide which 
students will benefit from the 
dorms. But the entire process, 
which has been transpiring be
hind closed doors for several 
months now, is producing lay
ers of speculation and rumor. 

Some kollel students feel they 
continued on page 14 

Commentator Wins ADL 

Journalism Award 
BY MOSHE I. KlNDERLEHRER 

On Tuesday, April· 4, The· 
Commentator took third place in 
the first-ever AOL (Anti-Defa
mation League)- Bess Myerson 
Campus Journalism Award. 
The $500 prize was granted for 
the 1994 editorial entitled 
"Looking Out From Where He 
Sat." 

The award-winning editori
al, which appeared in Volume 
58, Issue 10, on March 10, 1994, 

sharply condemned the atroci
ty committed by Dr. Baruch 
Goldstein, the YC alumnus who 
opened fire in the Me'arat 
HaMachpela (Cave of the Patri
archs) in Hebron, killing a num
berof Muslim worshippers. The 
editorial placed third in the ed
itorial/ opinion portion of the 
contest, behind entries from the 
Columbia and CUNY student 
newspapers. 

The Co-Editor-in-Chief of 
last years's Commentator, Rob-

ert Fagin, accepted the award 
on behalf of the newspaper at a 
ceremony held in the AOL's 
headquartersinManhattan. The 
entry was submitted by Fagin 
and his Co-Editor, Sender Co
hen, in June of last year. The. 
two former editors received a 
check for $250 and the newspa
per received the other $250 of 
the $500 third place prize. 
Plaques commemorating the 
third place finish were also 

continued on page 14 

Death of Alisa Flatow Hits 

Home for YU Students 

Controversial Ruling Permits Organ Donation 

BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK 

The news of a Jewish trage
dy like a terrorist attack in Isra
el has always affected students 
at Yeshiva College. But more 
than any other tragedy that has 
transpired in Israel over the past 
two years, the murder of Alisa 
Flatow on April 9 prompted an 
unprecedented outpouring of 
grief and solidarity. 

Alisa Flatow, 20, was killed 
· right before Pesach when a car 
filled with explosives rammed 
into the Egged bus she was trav
eling onfromAshkelon to Gush 
Katif. Six Israeli soldiers also 
died in the blast. 

A Brandeis University jun
ior, Flatow had taken a six
monthleaveof absence to study 
at the Nishmat yeshiva in Jerus
alem. She had attended the 
Frisch School and lived in West 
Orange, New Jersey. Alisa Fla
tow's background was identi
cal to that of the typical YU 
student; her death removed the 
barrier separating the tumultu
ous Israeli peace process from 
the comfortable lives of Ameri
can Jews, "It could have been 
one of us." 

But as more information 
trickled in from YU students 
and faculty, the reality sunk in, 
"She was one of us." Flatow 

· was traveling to the Gaza resort 
with Chavie Levine, sew '94, 
and Kesari Ruza, sew '93, who 
both miraculously survived. 
The first news of the attack 
reached America through a 
frantic telephone call placed by 
Levine to her sister and broth
er-in-law, a YU kollel member, 
in Washington Heights. Fla
tow's roommates at Nishmat 
had brothers and boyfriends at 

YU. And as an Orthodox Jew 
studying Torah in Israel, Fla
tow represented the hundreds 
of friends whom YU students 
send off with great fanfare and 
little worry, expecting them to 
safely return when their year of 
learning is over. 

Flatow's return, however, 
came on April 12, when her fa
ther,Stephen, brought her body 
back for burial in America after 
dona ting some of her organs to 
six Israeli citizens. Tears flowed 
freely at the funeral at Congre
gation Ahavas Achim B'nai Ja
cob and David in West Orange, 
which was attended by 2,000 
people, including many who 
did not know her but wished to 
honor her martyrdom. MYP 
Roshei Yeshiva Rav Herschel 
Schachter and Rav Meir Gold
wicht were among the many 
prominent Jewish leaders in at
tendance, and a busload of 
mourners arrived from YU. 

Raphael Gross, SSSB '96, a 
former classmate of Flatow's, 
remembers a "a really nice girl 
with a great sense of humor," 
and someone whom he never 
saw "upset or in a bad mood ." 
Oren Keiser, also a former class
mate, described Fla tow as "the 
type of person who could al
ways cheer you up." Most dis
turbing for Keiser was the 
"flood of memories" that en
gulfed him as he recalled "mo
ments of sitting next to her in 
class" and bumping into her in 
Jerusalem over the winter break. 

Rabbi Tendler Permits Or
gan Donation 

Tragically, Flatow's funeral 
became the first reunion for 
Frisch' s Class of 1992. Students 

continued on page 14 

'A new proposal plans to close the l.84tl, and Overlook subway 
. . station between n midnight and 6 am every morning. 
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Just Think 
As students exited their shiur rooms two weeks ago, many fervently 

echoed the opinions expressed by their Rebbeim regarding Hamevaser's 
latest "controversial" issue. "Apikorsus," "Arayos," and "censorship" 
were only some of the epithets reverberating through YU hallways. 
Frightningly, many such vocal and opinionated individuals had not even 
read the article for themselves. By his own admission, SOY president 
Yitzchak Book had threatened to cut the paper's funding based merely on 
hearsay, without ever reading the controversial article. 

The student reaction evoked by Hamevaser helps illuminate a more 
prevalent danger permeating throughtout the university: the students' 
pension for forming ideas and opinions based on their observation of 
others. Too often, students avoid enrolling in classes or in taking talented 
professors for they are told by others that the professor is "tough" or 
"unfair." Too often, students shun YC-Stem social events because of the 
stigma attached to attending rather than because of their own personal 
value judgements. 

Time spent in college, and especially time spent in yeshiva, is most 
valuable not in the specific knowledge that a student gains, but in the 
outlook and values that he formulates for himself. A student who never has 
the need to think through an issue on his own will never develop the tools 
by which to analyze issues on his own. And it is just such an individual, 
whose values are entirely external, who presents the real danger to the 
future of the Jewish community. 

Bail to the 'Chiefs' 
After having published twelve issues, Commentator Volume 59 halted 

its presses last month paving the way for volume sixty and its fresh 
governing board. The YU community may perceive these dozen issues as 
merely twelve days worth of newsbreaking, entertaining, scandalous 
literature; on the other hand, to the paper's editor-in-chief Moshe Kinder
lehrer twelve issues represents 365 days of mental toil, complete dedica
tion, and ultimate satisfaction. 

Moshe's leadership has helped define the make-up of an editor-in--chief 
par excellence. He is one who not only creates and implements his personal 
innovations but who also contains the ability to respect and utilize the 
ideas and talents of others. 

The governing board of volume 60 would like to tahnk Moshe, as well 
as outgoing executive editor Sid Singer, and senior editor Sandor Bak for 
setting the lofty standards and pulitzer prize direction towards which we 
will continue to guide this publication. 
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-LETTERS -
To the Editor 

Remembering Rabbi Bernstein 
To the editor: 
Your obituary of March 29th by Dov 

Simons brought forth fond memories of 
Rabbi Dr. Louis Bernstein. He was my 
first teacher of "Tanakhl/when I entered 
"T.A." in 1955; he was animated, enthu
siastic, demanding, and scholarly. 

Twothingsstandoutinmymemory: In 
1956, when the Suez War broke out, we 
spent many days crowded around Rabbi 
Bernstein's desk listening to his portable 
radio (smuggled in under the ever watch
ful eye of Dr. Norman Abrams) for every 
update from the battlefield. It was my first 
lesson in the price of "Zionism." 

In my freshman year I met, for the first 
time in my life, youngsters from the 
Bronx. They were tough, street-wise and 

protective of their turf. From this Sal
anter "mafia" I learned the finer points 
of switchblades, zipguns and the art of 
intimidation. I never knew such Jewish 
kids existed who could fight their way 
out of a dead end alley against "Shkut
zim" twice their size without losing a 
"kipa." When my admiration for the 
Salanter gang turned to emulation, Rab
bi Bernstein publicly announced my 
name change to "Scrappy." To this day, 
my old classmates still remind me. The 
old Salanter street fighters now do bat
tle in the operating rooms, the court
rooms and the classrooms. "Rocky 
Louie," as we fondly called him, should 
be very proud. 

Rabbi Barry J. Kanovitch 

The Double Standard 
To the editor: 
Recently, I needed a means of trans

portation to get downtown. I decided 
that since I did not want to take the 
subway, that I would inquire as to if I, 
being an MTA student, was allowed to 
take the shuttle to Stem. After going to 
one of the security posts on campus I 
was informed that although I was an 
MTA student I was permitted to take the 
shuttle to Stem. After I had completed 
my classes for the day I went to go catch 
the shuttle. Upon my boarding the shut
tle I was asked to present my ID. The 
driver informed me that since I was an 
MTA student that I would have to get 

approval from my 'supervisor' in order 
to ride the shuttle. 

After getting over my anger, I thought 
about the problem that had just faced 
me, and I realized yet another example 
of the 'double standard'. I'm a little 
confused how come YC students are 
alotted theprivledge to ride the vehicles 
that are provided for the MTA students· 
for a nominal fee, whereas MTA stu
dents, on the other hand, are not even 
given the option to ride the University's 
vehicles. Maybe my logic is a little 
faulty but I really don't see the differ
ence between the two cases. 

Shalom S�hwartz, MTA '96 
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From the Editor's Desk 
OWEN CYRULNIK 

"But the Torah envisions time as out 
contact with reality ... the basis of the 
events which comprise our history and 
our individual lives. It is a temporal 
reliving of those aspects in time which 
created events." 

-- Rabbi Matis Weinberg, Patterns in 
Time 

Hegel envisioned time as a progres
sion whose unfolding we can only un
derstand after it has passed. He repre
sented this theory with his now famous 
line, "The owl of minerva spreads its 
wings with the coming of dusk." It is 
the argument of Rabbi Weinberg ( quot
ed above); and of Judaism in general, 
that time serves a much different func
tion. Time is not linear, it is spiraling; 
we re-experience events from out past 
every day, but just from a different 
perspective. This concept lies at the 
root of the Jewish term for holiday, 
moed, which means meeting. But more 
importantly, rather than simply being 
observers and interpreters of time, we 
are partners with time; in fact one of the 
first commandments in the Torah, that 
of kiddush hachodesh, or sanctification of 
the new month teaches that the Jews 
actually define time completely by 
themselves. 

If you ask Rav Aharon Kahn why he 
insists on giving shiur on the first floor 
of the main building, he will tell you 
that he is giving shiur in the room that 
the Rav learned in; he will tell you that 
he feels the spirit of the Rav in the room 
as he gives shiur. Rav Kahn, and, no 
doubt, many others here at YU under
stand that although we don't have green 

· ivy on the walls or a colonial puritan on 
our board of founders, we have a tradi
tion and a history that is just as rich as 
that of Harvard or Yale. We stand to
day quite literally on the shoulders of 
giants in both the Jewish and secular 
communities who dedicated their lives 
to building this institution nearly one 
hundred years ago. 

Soit is ironic that ina University that 
hold its history in such high regard, 
and within a religion that places a spe
cial emphasis on time, that it is so diffi
cult for YU to impart that message to its 
students. I have been attending classes 

on this campus for more than six years 
and I have watched as the practice of 
making fun of the facilities and educa
tion here at YU has become more and 
more popular. Are there problems at 
Yeshiva College? Absolutely. And will 
the Commentator plaster those problems 
all over the front page of the newspa
per? Probably. That is our job. But that 
should be irrelevant. Students should be 
cognizant of the tradition of which they 
are a part. They should take pride in the 
fact that they attend YU, and they should 
express that pride to each other and to 
the outside world as well. All too often 
we succumb to the level of Hegel. We 
recognize history after it has already 
become history; we understand the im
portanceof eventsonlywhenit is too late 
to appreciate that importance. 

For what its worth, as we take over 
the mantle of leadership of the Com
mentator, my co-editor Ari Hirt and I 
are quite aware of the tradition to which 
we are heir. The publication of this 
issue represents the beginning of the 
sixtieth volumeof theCommentator,and 
it is also the final issue of the 1994-95 
academic year. This is the time of year 
when newly elected student leaders 
begin to take their positions. The new 
YCSC President has a column in this 
issue, as does the outgoing president. 
Closer to our own hearts, the outgoing 
editors are both saluted in an editorial 
in this issue, and have also written col
umns bidding farewell to the paper. 
These past leaders and those of us who 
take over for them do our part to make 
students aware of the tradition in which 
they participate. Part of the mission of 
the Commentator this year will be to 
attempt, difficult though it might seem, 
to transcend Hegel's limitations and 
embrace the message taught by Rabbi 
Weinberg; to see and to portray the 
history of this University as a spiral 
that is shaped by the students around 
whom it unfolds. And at the same time, 
to make those students proud of that 
tradition. It will be part of our mission 
to ensure that, at least here at YU, He
gel's owl of minerva can spread its 
wings at the dawn of history rather 
than waiting until dusk has overtaken 
those of us who shape that history. 
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Editor Emeritus 
MOSHE I . KINDERLEHRER 

Yeshiva College ... YU ... 
Three weeks till graduation. My ma

jor is nearly complete; my requirements 
long over; MFAT's taken; and I should 
probably stop by the Placement Office 
soon. Also, my parents just informed me 
that my graduation tickets have arrived 
in the mail. Apparently, my formal col
lege education is at an end. Hard to 
believe. 

As I and my classmates set about 
preparing for the "post-YU" world -the 
way we now refer to the hazy period 
after graduation -I cannot help but look 
at the past few years as a blur of classes, 
finals, chavrusas, basketball games, late 
nights, and papers. Memories all run 
together, bits of each flowing and fading 
into the next, combining to form one, 
jumbled array of images. Sadly, this in
coherent andswiftly fadingmass is what 
lwillbetakingwithmeaftergraduation. 

The Commentator ... 
As early as my high school years in 

MT A, The Commentator drew me. Even 
back then, I knew I would be working for 
this newspaper. From the moment I 
stepped onto the campus as a YC stu
dent, I was writing for it. Since then, it 
has been practically my only extracurri
cluar activity. Along the way, The Com
mentator became the guiding force and 
focal point for my years here. As my 
roommates and friends will readily at
test; it has fundamentally shaped, if not 

dominated, my YU experience. 
And mostly, it has been an invaluable 

out-of-classroom learning experience. I 
have learned a tremendousamountabout 
how our university works; about those 
who work for it as well as about those 
who they work for .,_ the students. As 
well, I have learned about myself, my 
abilities, my strengths, and my short
comings. It has not been easy. 

I will never forget the heartwarming 
feeling of satisfaction I derived from 
watching the entire campus holding, 
reading, and discussing the The Com
mentator when it came out every other 
Tuesday. I doubt I will ever forget the 
grueling, late-night layout sessions or 
our exhaustingly long Governing Board 
meetings. Nor will I forget the events 
that rocked the campus this year: the 
dean search process, the death of Ahron 
Heller, the Cardozo controversy, to name 
but a few. The Commentator, in its news 
coverage and editorials managed to stay 
on top or ahead of them all. Of this, I am 
immensely proud. 

Seizing on the moment and available 
space, I want to thank publicly all who I 
have already thanked privately in the 
past year. They are the ones without 
whoml would nothavehadanypaperto 
edit. They are my writers, my editors, 
and all of the others who helped me put 
the paper together. Thank you for com
ing through as often as you did. 

Executive Editor Emeritus 
SIDNEY A. SINGER 

I first stumbled across a copy of The 
Commentator on the floor of a friend's 
room during my second year in Israel. 
Unaware of very much about this insti
tution (including my eventual enroll
ment) and even less about its newspa
per, neither the fancy Old English of the 
masthead nor the newspaper's text im
pressed me. My attitude did not change 
much upon my arrival here. When I 
opened the pages of The Commentator as 
a student for the first time and noticed 
the title of "executive editor" on page 
two, Ilaughed athowthosewhoran this 
newspaper could stoop to making up 
fancy titles simply to give their friends 
high positions. 

Needless to say, I think I owe some 
people an apology. 

However, I spent quite a bit of time 
apologizing to myself early on in my 
collegiate career here. After spending a 
shabbat at Columbia, I found myself 
rationalizing unsuccessfully why not to 
consider transferring. Many friends and 
fellow YU students related similar experi
ences after visiting other fine universities. 

I cannot speak for those friends and 
fellow students. But six semesters later, 
I know I made the right choice in staying 
here. We hear it over and over again, but 
it bears repeating: YU affords us an op
portunityunavailableanywhereelse. No 
other university shares a campus and an 
ideology with such a large and intense 
yeshiva. Andnootheryeshiva lays claim 
to a university of this size or quality, 
with many faculty members coming 
straight from the Ivy League. Undoubt
edly, there are better schools than YU. 
And robabl even better eshivot. But 

none with a better combination. Our ac
ademic and spiritual home is living proof 
of the old cliche, that the whole is greater 
than the sum of its parts. 

On a more personal level, YU present
ed me with the chance to contribute to 
the student newspaper far more than I 
might have at another university. After 
writing a bit here and there, I even man
aged to scam my way into writing a 
semi-regular column. Somewhere in all 
this, of course, I came to respect the name 
of The Commentator. 

But this newspaper did not need me 
before I arrived, and it certainly will not 
miss me when I have left. Far better and 
more qualified students have held and 
will hold my former positions. They will 
write far more eloquently than I have 
written. The same can be said for just 
about anyone who has worked for this 
newspaper. The institution is greater than 
those who make it run. It will always 
outlast them. 

On the larger scale, this institution 
will certainly not miss any of the mem
bers of this or any other graduating class. 
YU combines the yeshiva and the uni
versity, both of which do not depend on 
students as individuals, but rather, only 
as collective units. Rare is the student 
who so strongly imprints his mark here 
that YU suffers in his absence. On the 
contrary, only those who can perform 
the high-wire act of balancing serious limu
dei kodesh with challenging secular studies
- the ideal YU schedule-stand out Mak
ing your mark here requires not that you 
leave lasting impressions; only that you 
recognize, and more importantly, take ad-
vanta of, a uni ue o rtuni . 
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First Annual Heller Memorial 

Game Played at J.E.C. 

Library to be Dedicated at Dorm Talks 

BY J.0. SHULMAN 

Throughout the year friends of 
Aaron Heller have been working to
wards memorializing the name of their 
lost friend. Their efforts are reaching 
fruition in the form of commemora
tive basketball games, dedicated to

rah libraries, and Dorm Talks. Aaron 
was a YC senior who tragically passed 
away on November 17  of Wilson's dis
ease. 

Several of Aaron's closest friends 
orchestrated the first of a series of 
annual memorial basketball games to 
be played in his memory. The first 
game took place at JEC, Heller's alma 
mater, on Saturday night, April 30, 
attractingeightypeople,most ofwhom 
were from Aaron's hometown, West 
Orange, and Elizabeth. This game, and 
the ones following it, are structured to 
allow JEC's current varsity to play 
against Aaron's friends and other 
alumni. 

Despite the somber motive driving 
the evening's occasion, the atmosphere 
in the gym where Aaron had played 
enthusiastically for years was upbeat. 
Aryeh Gross, a JEC student, was im
pressed that "his friends came out for 
him." As Benji Reich, Aaron's close 
friend, introduced the teams, the play
ers jogged onto the court. Aaron's 
friends all wore Boston Celtic-green 
jerseys emblazoned with the words 
'Aaron's game' and the number 33, 
the number of Larry Bird, Aaron's fa
vorite player. JEC's Rabbi Malafsky 
commented, "Larry Bird signified [the 
importance of team spirit] on the bas
ketball court," something which Aaron 
felt was very important. Rabbi Malaf-

sky was also pleased with the turnout 
which he described as something 
which "wouldn't have occurred for 
everybody; it took someone special." 

By half-time, the JEC Chargers, IAC 
League Champions for 1995, had man
aged to bring the score to 40-35 in their 
favor. Reich, and several others of 
Aaron's friends managed to encapsu
late the meaning of the evening as an 
opportunity " not to remember" Aaron, 
but "to appreciate what he meant to 
us." Another close friend, Shmueli 
Pineles, noted that this was the "per
fect memorial in his name ... older out 
of shape guys, jogging up the court 
instead of running ... is just what he 
would have liked to seen." Daniel 
Hanuka, a YC Senior and Aaron's 
roommate during his freshman year, 
related a more personal feeling: "There 
isn't a day in my life when I don't 
think about Aaron," he said. Impart
ing Aaron's deep sense of friendship, 
Daniel read from what Aaron had 
signed in his high school yearbook. 

All proceeds from the evening's 
event will help contribute to a Judeo
English library being set up in the JEC 
Beit Midrash in Aaron's memory. 

Rubin Shul library 
Thanks to the help of the IBC, JSS, 

and MYP Student Councils, over $400 
has been raised to finance the pur
chase of four bookcases for the rear of 
Rubin Shul. Hundreds of seforim have 
been donated by the President's Cir
cle to fill those shelves. The completed 
library and a ner tamid donated by JSS 
will be unveiled at Dorm Talks this 
Wednesday night. Rabbi N orman 
Lamm will speak on marriage, aliyah, 
and unholy curricula. 
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to Associate Dean Michael Hecht, Schoo
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should be no exception. Over 90 per- year's totals of six, nine, aitd none, 
cent of the greater than fifty applicants respectively, according to Dean 
have already been accepted to law Hecht. 
schools ranging from Cardozo to Uni- Hecht further gave his assurance 
versity of Toronto, with several others that he will be working through the 
still on waiting lists. summer to help all applicants get into 

In addition, three students have the best possible school. 

Candle lighting ceremony at the Yom Hazikaron commemoration which preceeded the 
Yom Ha 'atzmaut festivities last Wednesday night. 

Hundreds Turn Out for 

Yorn Ha'atzmaut Program 
BY ARIEL KoNSTANTYN 

Last Wednesday evening, the fourth 
of Iyar, hundreds of men and women 
assembled in Weissberg Commons in 
what turned out to be one of the largest 
gatherings for YomHaZikaron and Yorn 
HaAtzmaut in the New York Metropol
itan area. MYP Rosh Yeshiva Rav Meir 
Goldwicht commented that "Yeshiva 
University is the central Zionist yeshiva 
for the entire Diaspora, and has strong 
ties to the State of Israel. It is therefore 
logical that the students here are fit to 
raise the flag between the Diaspora and 
Israel." 

The evening began with flag bearers 
marching down and standing at atten
tion. Everyone rose and bowed their 
heads in silent contemplation as the 
memorial siren was sounded. The Yorn 
HaZikaron ceremony, in honor of the 
men and women who died fighting in 
the defense of Israel, immediately pre
ceded the celebration. YC Junior Itamar 
Doniger said, "The shrill of the air raid 
sirens transformed Weissberg Commons 
into a microcosm of our distant home 
and reminded us of the realities of Israe
li life." 

Rabbilsrael Miller then spoke of his 
strong emotional ties to Israel and hid
den love of the Jewish state. He quoted 
David Ben Gurion ("The Balfour Decla
ration is not my Bible; the Bible is my 
Balfour Declaration") and also spoke of 
the many YU students and alumni who 
gave their services to the State of Israel, 
some of whom unfortunately died in the 
line of duty. Arie Pelta, President of the 
Israel Club which co-sponsored the cer
emony and chagiga with YCSC and 
SCWSC, was proud of several new addi
tions to the ceremony that made it more 
unique and personalized. YC student 
Yair Silverstein, a veteran of the Israel 

Defense Forces, told his personal story 
of those who served alongside him and 
were injured or killed. Pelta also ar
ranged for translations of Hebrew po
ems and songs so that everyone would 
benefit from their meaning. 

An extra special new dimension to 
the program was YC Senior Danny Na
jman' s powerful and moving rendition 
of Ballada Chovesh - the Ballad to the 
Army Medic, a portrayal of a wounded 
soldier and a medic who comes to his 
aid. As the battle intensifies, the wound
ed soldier calls out to the chovesh to 
leave and save himself, but the medic 
refuses and remains with him through
out the battle, sacrificing his life for the 
life of his brother by shielding him with 
his own body. 

Aftertheperformance,RavGoldwicht 
ushered in Israeli Independence Day 
with words of Torah. His main message 
was the importance of faith in Hashem; 
all troubles in Israel are a result of lack of 
this faith. He quoted the passage from 
T'hillim 37:3, "Trust in Hashem and do 
good,dwellin the land and harbor faith." 

Following the special ma'ariv for Yorn 
Ha'aztmaut, Neshoma Orchestra struck 
up the band and there was an incredible 
surge of ru�ch. Many rebbeim and pro
fessors attended the celebration, includ
ing Rav Romm, Rav Blau, Rav Schmid
man, Rav Reichman, Rav Orlian, eco
nomics professor Dr. Kanovsky, Hebrew 
professor Dr. Schneider, and biology pro
fessor Dr. Danishevskywho let his lab out 
early in order for all to attend the event. 

There were, however, some faculty 
members who were noticabely absent, 
includingsomeMYPRosheiYeshivawho 
ruled that the celebration was inappro
priate during the period of sefira. Many 
students felt that their celebration was 
diminished by the absence of their 
rebbeim. 



_1 _1 N_i_ss_an_57_5_5 ____________ �, '<lt�e dtnmmenhdnr--1---------------'-p_a..._ge_S_ 

Hillel Cohen Elected 

SOY President 
BY MENASHE SHAPIRO 

At the end of a tight and exciting 
election, Hillel Cohen was elected as 
SOY president for the academic year 
1995-96. This surprised some who felt 
that the blitzkrieg campaign of Scott 
Chudnoff would be hard to match; ap
parently, it was not enough as Cohen 
grabbed a majority of the 465 votes cast. 
Cohen also beat out David Kahn, who 
ran a creative campaign that featured a 
proposed computerized shidduch ser
vice. 

Rounding out the rest of the execu
tive board are vice president Stephen 
Reingold, who ran unopposed, secre
tary Jeremy Kurz, and treasurer Chaim 
Haas. 

Cohen's platform placed strong em
phasis on improving the atmosphere of 
shabbat in YU and helping to restock the 
seforim in the BeitMidrash. He also prom
ised the institution of special shiurim 
before each chag, specifically geared to
wards inyanei d'yoma. His campaign fea
tured placards invoking the sayings of 
another Hillel, one of Pirkei Avot fame. 

While Chudnoff's campaign also fo
cused on improving the quality of shab
bat at yeshiva, it also included the idea 
of holding an expanded mini-seforim 
sale at the beginningofthez'man. Chud
noff stressed his service as dorm counse
lor on the fourth floor of Muss Hall as 
evidence of his ability to lead. Playing 
with his name Chudnoff, he left his mark 
on the campaign with the popular slo
gan "Chudweiser," a mantra that was 
chanted, in frog-like manner, through
out the campus. 

"It was a very well run campaign, 
and all candidates proved worthy of the 
job," proclaimed an ecstatic Cohen fol
lowing the election. "l hope they will 
join the administration so we can all 
work together to serve all the talmidei 
hayeshiva." Cohen has already set the 
wheels in motion to help fulfill his cam-

paign promises; he has already met with 
current president Yitzchak BookonSOY
related matters. 

The election did not pass without its 
fair share of controversy. Legalities be
came an issue when at lunchtime during 
the elections Chudnoff opened a refresh
ment stand outside the polling area. 
When current SOY president Yitzchak 
Book got wind of it, he immediately put 
a stop to it. "It violated the rules set forth 
in the contract signed by each candidate, 
but the violation was not egregious 
enough to necessitate disqualification," 
explained Book. 

Candidate in Israeli Army 
Perhaps even more pronounced 

than any issue related to the elections 
was the "on-and-off-and-on-again" 
candidacy of J.J. Sussman, currently 
in Israel having just completed his 
service in Machal. Sussman had orga
nized a campaign committee headed 
by Ephraim Leibtag that originally 
failed to garner the 200 signatures 
needed for placement on the ballot. 
The Sussman camp claimed that a 
waiver had been granted for the re
maining signatures. However, there 
was still time to scrounge for signa
tures, a fact which made the situation 
somewhat muddled. Book cited this 
as a misunderstanding and said that 
the whole problem could have been 
avoided had Sussman been available 
for discussion. "We had to deal with 
the situation in a very fair and consid
erate manner, but since I did not have 
a chance to speak to [Sussman] until 
the day before the election, I had to 
proceed only with the other candi
dates," said Book. "Had he been here 
we could have cleared up the situa
tion." Once erased from the ballot, 
Sussman attempted to wage a write-in 
campaign that attracted interest, but 
failed to make much of a difference in 
the end. 

Lack of Course Offerings 
BY OREN S. KEISER 

This semester's registration process 
is the first to use the new registrar facil
ity on the first floor of Furst Hall. For 
most students, the registration process 
has become much less painful, as one YC 
jwtlorcommented, "My registration time 
has been cut in half." 

Not all students, however, had such a 
positive experience. The lack of course 
offerings, especially in the science de
partments had many pre-health majors 
quite disturbed. "A school with such a 
high percentage of pre-med and bio 
majors should provide the space for these 
students to get into the classes they need. 
It's very frustrating to see a list of cours
es that are closed and then to look close
ly and see that they are all the courses 
you need to take," noted YC jwtlor Lev 
Kandinov. Indeed, the second day of 
registration saw the closing of all but 
two of the Biology courses. 

On a more positive note, there have 
also been a number of changes imple-

mented for the purpose of broadening 
student's educational options. To this 
end, a new Writing minor was institut
ed, and a course specifically focusing on 
Israeli politics will be offered in the fall. 

At least part of the registration pro
cess took on a humorous quality as YC's 
newest student, Moshe Talmid, whose 
name was filled in as an example on 
every registration booklet,· has caused 
quite a commotion. Some, like YC Se
nior Ari Pelta, thought that the demon
stration of how the registration sheet 
should be completed was a great idea, 
"Often people have trouble figuring out 
exactly how to fill it out, and the silly 
mistakes just make the process more 
frustrating and take longer." Others, 
however are confounded by the exam
ple used. "If they are going to give us an 
example, make it a realistic one. I mean 
what freshman take 14 credits, not one 
course in their major, and leaves out an 
HES code to his form," said a confused 
Stephen Stem. But I must say I thought 
the name was cute." 

Crystal Elected Yeshiva 

College Valedictorian 
BY ARIEL KONSTANTYN . . 

Yosef Crystal, a YC chemistry and 
mathematics major, has been elected 
Valedictorian of the Class of 1995 in a 
vote by members of the senior class. 
Crystal was nominated along with 
three other YC students; the list of nom
inees was compiled by the administra
tion and consisted of the students with 
the highest grade point averages in 
this year's graduating senior class. The 
other three candidates included Yosef 
Helft, Michaef Ktipferman, and Barry 
1..ebovits. · · · · · 

dents to ensure that factors aside from 
academics are also considered. YC Se
nior Kevin Ohayon expressed his belief 
that "the valedictorian is not only the 
student with a 4.0 but he's also a stu
dent that has been dedicated to the 
betterment of Yeshiva University." YC 
Senior Arie Pelta added, "A definition 
of representative is someone who ben
efits his constituents. Therefore, for stu
dents, it is a person who is friendly, 
personable, and works for the benefit 
of other students, not just locks himself 
in a room to study." 

Valedictoriar
i 
elections were held Low Voter Turnout 

�t, ... �AlriJtlte'!)ean during lh• hzri:{;!:Jfu=-•=t= 
, . YC>Associate,Dea11 Michael Hecht tions. Many students expressed their 
protuily:d�ciibefiCrystal.asa student frustrations in the lack of time to enter 
,\Vhoifexemplifieswhatthis institution th� pre-registration chaos of the Dean's 
is: ali:about. Heiexc�ls in bothJuclai<; ·office to vote while they were in the 
aridsecularstudies/'DeanHecht add- midst of many other end-of-year pres
ed tllafciystaI:'Vill als� be receiving .. sures. 
awards in Bible and mathematics. As is customary at Yeshiva Universi-

M�y studeiiti,Jeelthat the practice ty, the valedictorian will not speak at the 
ofelci:ting aivJiepic;torian rather thajl · May31 graduatiori. Instead, Crystal will 
having one,selectea by the faculty is speakattheawardsassemblywhich will 
impor.tant bes�� it .allows the sni.-- take place onwg B'Omer, May 18. 

New "State-of-the-Art'' Science 
Labs Under Construction 

BY EPHRAIM LEIBTAG 

Two separate endowments have en
abled Yeshiva and Stern College to 
build new biology laboratories, which 
are scheduled to be available for use 
by both schools by the start · of the 
upcoming Fall semester. 

At Yeshiva College, three rooms on 
the 14th floor of Belfer Hall which are 
currently being used for storage will 
be converted into a state-of-the-art lab
oratory for both the Genetics and 
Molecular Biology courses. Funding 
for the new labs comes from the Gold
ing Science Fund, and is one of the 
many uses for which the Golding mon
ey has been designated. 

At Stern College, the Leo and Rach
el Sussman Laboratory will be funded 
by the $500,000 remainder annuity 
trust endowed by Mrs. Rachel Suss
man. 

Both laboratories will allow YU stu
dents to make use of the latest tech
nologies and equipment, of critical im
portance in a world where the tech
nology is so rapidly changing. "For 
students to absorb the sweeping break
throughs in the sciences," said Dr. 
Karen Bacon, Dean of Stern College 
and herself a microbiologist, "they 
must have access to the newest tech
nologies and equipment in which to 
conduct research. The Sussman Labo
ratory offers this opportunity by af
fording our students the most effec
tive learning and research tools and 
methodologies." The site of the new 
YC labs were originally designed to 
serve as part of YU's now defunct 
Physics Graduate School, making the 
transition to biology labs significantly 
easier. The problem with the current 

labs, as cited by both faculty and stu
dents, is the lack of space, both for 
students to work, and for new equip
ment to be installed and used. "In 
some of the current laboratories, it is 
nearly impossible to walk between sta
tions to help students if they have 
questions or problems," remarked Dr. 
Carl Feit, a professor of Biology at YC. 

The construction of the new labs is 
part of a larger scheme which calls for 
all the biology labs in the basement of 
Furst Hall to be moved to the 13th and 
14th floors of Belfer Hall. The time 
frame for these moves, however, re
mains unclear. According to Feit it 
could take from two to five years be
fore the labs are ready in their new 
location. 

The new Stern Laboratory comes 
on the heels of two other gifts to the 
University by Mrs. Sussman. In 1993 
she donated $500,000 to the Bernard 
Revel Graduate School to establish 
the Leo and Rachel Sussman Fellow
ship Fund. And in 1994 she endowed 
one million dollars to the Albert Ein
stein College of Medicine for the Leo 
and Rachel Sussman Computer
based Education Fund. 

Mrs. Sussman, a Holocaust survi
vor, emigrated to the U.S. in 1941 
with strong ambitions. "I always 
wanted to be a doctor, but being a 
Jew in Poland in the late 1930's I 
couldn't accomplish this," said Mrs. 
Sussman. She hopes that her charity 
will afford students the opportunity 
to pursue careers in science and 
medicine, opportunities which she 
did not have in Poland. "Doing this 
in my lifetime, I can see the fruits of 
my labor," she said. "This is my re
ward." 
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Fine Pledges · to Conq-,ie:r 

Student Apathy 
BY DAVID SwmLER end, YCSC is starting right away n 

projects for the entire next year. For ex-
He will only take office on May 31. ample, theannualChannukahconcertis 

But over the last few weeks, newly- an expensive and time-conswning.en
elected YCSC President Josh Fine has deavor; to arrange it, YCSC must }?ook 
been a busy man. In his quest to make performersandsponsorsweµinadvat1�e, 
student government more inclusive, YCSChas beenintouch withitscounter,
he has called for a restructuring of the part at Stem College, artd they ar� coor:. 

way the Council has been run in the dinating their efforts1n this regard. 
past. At the same time, there has been OdentaHon •. for first�tife.>YlJ Stu". 
discussion of creating a . greater . stu- dents, especi#ly those "iv.11:<>,g<frio� hclil dent voice in administrative decisions. . from the NewYorl<.I11etrop�li,�.�ea, 

One of the problems, said Fine in .iri ··• is of limited �ssist�c�. urrij�g��'Xinterview with The Commentator , is that ·. students Jeel ccirtlforlab_le �'llierr"�eW" 
student representatives on various af, _ enviroiunent.SQ�tr�iiap���dt<>ui: 
ministrative committees are ofteri ill- · ofthe citr ft>r o��htatioil;B#ticip�!�; 
prepared to discuss the issues raised at The tour.'spbjectiy�wiU l:,e to c1�quaiilf 

���E::;r::::E5E ti1!�jC!:f ,f .I cuss, and plan beforehand how they and location of p(?ssible �pt�rJ,�ent 
intendtoappr9achtheupcomingmeet- and resources. .. < _ · · •··• ··· •. > > 
ings. There is no reason, says Fine, why . Many people; not 9@y_s,w.,qe11ts, �� 
the students shouldn't do the same. puzzled by w�at,:s,eelljfJ�J�e :a:. Pr�-:; Therefore, he has proposed . a slight dontinance· <# i�athy/J<>(;tu�tYt:?ts,ity'. 
change in the system: The same repre- ·· affairs, and in<' •· .fe� .�,·��: :p,t.1tri��t 
sentatives would attend these m�t:. hoi.ti.Ji.ty to YCJ,. �
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ings, but would meet with feµowstu- _ Tllis}s, ��t)1 :J:teW,.,pli�fi�pj�1�J?i!�.�X,f 
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IBC, Racial Harmony Students 

Visit Holocaust Museum 
CCNY and YU Students share experiences 

BY NACHUM LAMM 

Fifty YU students took an all-day trip 
to the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Muse
um in Washington, D.C. on Sunday, 
April 30. The trip, planned to coinc_ide 
with the week of Yorn Hashoa, was spon
sored by the IBC and JSS Student Coun
cils and the Racial Harmony councils of 
YU and the City College of New York 
(CUNY). It was the second event held 
jointly with CCNY this semester. 

The trip included about twenty IBC 
and JSS students and about thirty from 
Racial Harmony, including students from 
YC, Stem, and CCNY. In addition, Dr. 
Ruth Bevan, chair of the political science 
deparbnent, accompanied the group. 

Following a three-hour tour of the 
Holocaust Museum, students went to 
an exhibit of African-American art at the 
Smithsonian Institution. Following din
ner in Baltimore, the students returned 
to New York, arriving at midnight. 

Originally, the student council and 
racial harmony trips were planned sep
arately, but were merged the week be
fore out of convenience. According to 

Steven Gordon, president ofIBCSC and 
one of the coordinators of the event, 
students from both schools benefited 
greatly from each other's presence. "Al
though they didn't have to, many IBC 
and JSS students went to the African
American exhibit as well. While we are 
not comparing the two experiences, we 
learned much from each other." 

Both Sandor Bak and David Price, co
presidents of the Racial Harmony Coun
cil, stated that a positive aspect was the 
amount of time shared on the bus and in 
settings other than the museums, such 
as the shared meals. At these times, the 
groups discussed their experiences in
tensively, and came out with a greater 
understanding of each other. 

YCSC president-elect Josh Fine, who 
attended the trip, agreed that these 
events had made a ''big impression" on 
all involved. He mentioned how his fa
ther had encountered a number of CCNY 
students in the subway who were still 
discussing the trip; Price recounted a 
similar experience he had, attesting to 
the considerable amount of reflection 
participants had given the trip. 

Katz Receives 

Publishers Award 
BY JACOB ROSENBERG 

Holocaust scholar Steven T. Katz, a 
visiting Professor at YU through 1996, 
recently received the outstanding schol
arly work of philosophy and religion 
award for 1994. This accolade, given by 
the Association of American Publishers, 
was for volume one of Dr. Katz's three
volume endeavor, The Holocaust in His
torical Context (Volumes II and ill are 
expected to be published later this year). 

Dr. Katz argues that the Holocaust 
is the only true genocide to occur 'in 
history; for supporting evidence, he 
makes use of over seven-thousand 
manuscript pages and three-thousand 
footnotes in eleven different languag
es. He excludes such mass murders 
and brutalities as the slavery 'in an
cient Greece and Rome, the European 
witch craze, and the persecution · of 
religious heretics and homosexuals, 
from being considered 'true' geno
cides. Katz believes the idea that dif
ferentiates the Holocaust and the 
aforementioned events is "intention
ality -- a definitive plan by Hitler to 
rid the world of the Jewish popula
tion." ·By comparing the Holocaust to 
recent events that are generally con-

Professor Stephen Katz 

sidered barbaric, Katz attempts to il
lustrate the severe inhumanity of the 
Nazi's actions. 

Katz, a Cornell professor, will be 
teaching courses in Jewish philoso
phy and history next semester as he 
continues his stay at YU. 

Students register in the new Furst Hall Office of the Registrar 

Change of Address for 

Registrar's Office 
BY KENNY WEINBLATr 

For years the office of the registrar 
was located in _room 125, the last room 
on the first floor of Furst Hall. Howev
er, just this week the Office of Registra
tion moved to a newly re-constructed 
room across the hall. The immediate 
benefit is the additional space, conve
nience for the students and easier access 
to Registration files, which is now con
solidated in the old Registrar room. 

The registrar's office took the place 
of the office of admissions, which moved 
to the fourth floor, completing a long 
chain of moves of administrative offic
es. The most useful conveniences now 
for the students in the new office are the 
new enter and exit doors. The student 
now can enter one door and exit a sec
ond door, making it easier for the em-

ployees to aid the students. The new 
office has a larger processing area, along 
with larger counter space. The move 
was completed in time for last week's 
fall registration. 

Rabbi Melvin Davis, director of en
rollment management, is very optimis
tic that events will flow smoothly with 
the move. He hopes that the fall regis
tration will run without a hitch, and that 
there will be no dislocation now that the 
registration process will be on the first 
floor instead of the fifth. Amongst the 
many advantages, Rabbi Davis listed 
the unnecessary wait for the elevator 
along with the relative proximify of the 
Deans and advisors. "The Universitr 
has put in a lot of resources in this move, 
and we hope it will pay off in improved 
services for the student," said Rabbi 
Davis. 
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Shiur Credit Proposal 
to Die a Silent Death 

No Meetings Since February 
BY MEIR s. ZEITCHIK 

After months of informal debate, 
editorials in the Commentator and 
Hamevaser, and several high-level 
meetings between administration 
and faculty, the cloudy fate of the 
proposed mandatory shiur credit is 
clearing up. And what appears to be 
emerging, say many individuals in
volved in the decision-making pro
cess, does not bode well for the 
much-scrutinized credit proposal. 

"Many members of the faculty and 
administration wouldn't mind if the 
proposal is allowed to die a graceful 
death," said Associate Yeshiva Col
lege Dean Michael Hecht. 

Supporting Hecht's pessimistic 
claim about the credit is the fact that 
there have been no formal meetings 
between administration and faculty 
to discuss the issue since February. 
"There have been no meetings; no 
one has presented us with any pro
posal," noted Biology professor and 
meeting attendee Carl Feit. As a re
sult, Feit believes the entire issue is 
"not going anywhere. "  

In addition to  the lack of  formal 
debate on the II1atter, many key play
ers in the discussion have expressed 
doubt as to the efficacy of the pro
posal. "I can't see how it's going to 
help," said Director of Enrollment 
Management Melvin Davis, a par
ticipant at the last meeting. But he 
did note that "proposals have a way 
of coming back." 

Dean Hecht also said that his feel
ings have strengthened in opposi
tion to the idea. "Originally, I was 
for it. But after giving the matter a 
lot of thought and speaking to a lot 
of people about the issue I became 
convinced that the negative possi
bilities outweigh the positive conse
quences," he said. 

MYP dean Rabbi Zevuluri Char
lop, however, remains optimistic 
about the credit's long-term pros
pects for survival, even success. Fol
lowing the firm stance he has held 
throughout this debate, he conced
ed that the credit would not be in 
place for students arriving on cam
pus in the fall, but expressed hope 
that it will be an innovation greeting 
students entering YC/SSSB in th'e 
spring. 

Charlop, who has drawn praise 
from administrators and faculty 
members alike for his strong com
mitment to his principles, does not 
view himself as the solitary champi
on of the cause. "There is unani
mous agreement among the rebbeim 
[of MYP] that there should be a cred
it," he said . 

And while many Yeshiva College 
faculty and administration members 
view the lack of formal meetings as 
an indication that the issue has been 
shelved, one senior administrator 
disagrees. "It's good for people to 

meditate and go through a period of 
introspection," said Vice President 
of Academic Affairs Dr. William 
Schwartz. He explained that the lack 
of formal meetings by saying that 
there have been other, more press
ing issues of which. to attend. 

"We have a duty to reconvene a 
meeting," he said of the uncertain 
future. But he did acknowledge that 
"there's nothing that's going to be 
immediate," on the issue of a man
datory credit. 

What is happening next semester, 
according to Charlop, is a more ex
act grading system, where "other 
factors" are taken into a ccount. 
These factors include the attendance 
record of a student as well as the 
"level" of shiur he attends. This last  
factor is  intended to discourage stu
dents from switching into an osten
sibly "easier" shiur for the purpose 
of receiving a better grade. 

But some Yeshiva College teach
ers are unhappy with this subjective 
element. "Weighting grades will be 
difficult to sell to the college," said 
Feit. "That's not the way grades are 
given [in the college] ."  

Many administrators are also 
bothered by the concomitant reduc
tion in Israel credit, an alternative 
which was proposed at last commit
tee meeting. "It's an unfortunate 
link," said Davis, who thinks 1 t  
"sends the wrong message." The 
credit reduction is necessary, how
ever, to placate members of the col
lege faculty. These teachers fear that 
they are further limiting the elec
tives .students may take in the Col
lege by forcing students to transfer 
credit without simultaneously re
ducing Israel credit. 

When Charlop was asked as to 
whether he would exercise what he 
believes to be his legal right to force 
the transfer of the credit against the 
wishes of the YC faculty and admin
istration, he responded by saying 
that this was not the ideal situation. 
"We're moving toward an approba
tion of all constituencies," he said. 
But, he added significantly, "If I feel 
that we have to do it that way, [with
out their approval,] we will . "  

The legality of  such a move is  dis
putable. While Yeshiva College, un
der current rules must accept up to 
three credits from MYP if a student 
chooses to transfer them, some ad
ministrators question the College's 
obligation if MYP were to mandate a 
transfer. And . even if the move is legal, 
note these administrators, there would be 
little stopping the Coijege from changing 
the rules to prevent the transfer from 
taking effect. 

Student leaders are also skeptical 
about the survival of the credit. "I 
don't think it's happening," said 
SOY president and student repre
sentative Yitzchak Book. "Let's start 
all over again. " 

WYUR Making Progress 

Still Has Long Way to Go 
BYDORON GoLDSHMIDT Another innovation made by this 

year's staff was the switch from a music 
· :m tile past WYURhas been a symbol oriented college station to a talk-show 

offoeffi.cency and a cause of frustration format, which allowed for greater stu
f()fl,oth the station's rrianagemellt and · dent participation. "After all," says Un
,s,tiidetjt�udience. But this year a devot- t�tberg, '"if students want to hear mu
e� �dcw�� .. ()rgc1ajzed .staff�ms to ' sic, they would rather hear it on ·FM." 
��Y�JJla.$.e4.tll�pi'c>l>l��ipthe past. The .station also offered sltow slots to 

Kf.11it�lmf��J.� 
lJ�t�rP�fgi ,s���� ;'t},iat,i lVhile in the .. pearances. 
p�st�,.s�tjp�:�a�triti..t:i?ed forbeing .· Students ·. feel that the station has 
Ji�11jfg\f°;��ff�liY!

rd ·· ... ;:sfie�:t:::U�!:1:�;:;:v;; 
·orily,t99k us·.orie tnontll.t' < • · ·• .> . · ·•• •· · .. •.• • · · · ·.•· > ,to g#fl.a morewidespread appeal. "In 

lllll�lillt�tt�tti B���J;=== 
��iy-f1i'i���,lloarcl?fl:>ir�q��as . chaos • to .a 'first dass operation," .said 
'.t§��f�i�efi�����a�r�sp�IlSibl� •

.. YC senior Ira Piltz. It's only a matter of 
:f�r;��i.ffei:��t·��:Qfthr.sta�Oll.,, • i ·. the school and the students continuing 
i}L.���iWg filii4s,t<> p,�li;t�i:the p<>0r tc(give 1ts support that the station can 

so§�q#\l]i�anc:l!}i;e l�c¥ofa.working proceed in what it is doing." 
s�ity s,y�t�ftt.\'.vas the radio s.tatio�'s But . many students maintain that 
pijc,ijt(?13�t. tlte ��k;:"7as 1,1otari easy YUR's problems are inherently un
()n� smce tllestati.<>nll�d:afong history solvable:Junior Ari w artelsky pointed 
·9fp9<>r�ana��llletl.tfdiscouragingpo- out that "due to the dual curriculum, 
tential�ource.s of revenue, YCSC pres- few students find time to listen to am
ideril Daniel 13illig arid the rest ofthe ateur talk shows which are . centered 
StudentCouncil,however,dernonstrat- around the DJ's three or four closest 
ed . . their confidence in the station and friends." 
quickly ·design'ated the appropriate! Incoming Station Manager Cha
funds. This allowed the station to pur- noch Kanovsky promises on increas
chase, alllong 0th.er things, an "away- ing the listenership next year through 
board,"which is a devke used to carry an intense advertising campaign. 
broadcasts away from the studio, Hke Kanovsky , and his staff have also 
Dorm Talks and basketballgarnes. added a student public relations di, ,Tlle B9a:td alsp inti:oduced a �ystem rector to assist in the programs, give-
9fshe,nira, wherein a Bo�rd Member aways, and special guest programs 
\Vasalw�yspresent at the,stationwhen for the coming semester. There will 
progratrtn\ing \Vas, airec,i. The .\Vatch- be campus news broadcast every 
gp.�ds'job .was to ensure continuous hour, so "students don't have to wait 
broa�c:a�tiJ:tg Jflthe Jace of teqmical up to two weeks to read about it in 
difficµlties.i . . the Commentator," added Kanovsky. 

YC, SSSB Job Placement 
Percenatages Increase 

BY STUART MILSTEIN 

Job placement for Yeshiva University 
undergraduates seeking employment for 
next year is going very well according to 
Assistant Director Hal Tannenbaum. 
"We are on target to do as well as last 
year," he said, "if anything we are doing 
better." Last year a t this time, according 
to Assistant Dean Ira Jaskoll, the place
ment success for Sy Syms students was 
80- 85 percent and 70- 75 percent for 
liberal arts majors. The first set of offi
cial statistics for this year will be calcu
lated at the end of June. If placement 
continues at last year's pace then by the 
end of the summer 95 percent of the 
business majors and 85 percent of the 
liberal arts majors will receive job offers. 

Most of the placement this year has 
come via on-campus interviewing and 
resume referral program arranged by 
the placement office; others have re
ceived offers from personal com1ections. 

Remarkably, two students may bene
fit from the MAN 4931 course- Contem
porary Problems in Business whose lat
est guest lecturer was Mr. Sumner Red-

stone, chairman of Viacom. Although 
the businessmen came for educational 
purposes rather than recruitment inten
tions, Tannenbaum remarked how two 
students told him that Redstone recom
meded that they send in their resumes. 

While the placement success rate re
mains constant the jobs that the students 
are offered is becoming more diverse. 
This is because the traditional jobs are 
"getting dry" and the number of stu
dents majoring in different areas has 
increased. The more students majoring 
in a specific field the easier it is to have 
recruiters come and interview. 

Dean Jaskoll notes that the students 
own impatience and anxieties for quick 
responses is really SSSB's largest prob
lem. "Firms are delaying or postponing 
their decisions and we are still very much 
in the process" stated Jaskoll. During 
the summer the competition gets small
er and people do not look as much, so 
historically it has been a good time for 
placement. Jaskoll predicts that by the 
end of the summer the only graduates 
still looking foremploymentwill be those 
searching for a specific occupation. 
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/ to r: Rabbi Norman Lamm, Mr. Leib Merldn, Rabbi Meir Twersky and Rabbi Robert Hirt 

Rav Twersky Assumes Rav's 

Chair at Memorial Shiur 
BY DANIEL HERRMANN 

On Sunday, April 30, R. Meir Twer
sky delivered the first annual Rabbi 
Joseph B. Soloveitchik Memorial Shi
ur on the occasion of his investiture as 
Chairholder of the Leib Merkin Dis
tinguished Chair in Talmud. The chair, 
endowed by Herman Merkin in the 
name of his father, was formerly held 
by the Rav,RabbiJoseph B. Soloveitch
ik, whose second yahrtzeit was 
marked over Pesach. 

The ceremony began with MYP 
Dean R. Zevulun Charlop, who dis
cussed the Rav's long tradition of giv
ing masterful yartziet shiurim in mem-

ory of his father, and how fitting it 
was that a shiur be given in his mem
ory by R. Twersky, the Rav's grand
son. 

Rabbi Norman Lamm then intro
duced Mr. Merkin who briefly ad-· 
dressed the audien�e. Rabbi Twersky 
then gave the hour-long memorial 
shiur, in which he discussed issues 
pertaining to the mitzvah of t'filah, particularly the importance of t'filah 
b' tzibur, based on a difficult gemara in 
Masechet Brachos. The ceremony at
tracted over 300 people, including 
many alumni and other distinguished 
guests, and was attended by all of the 
Roshei Yeshiva. 

Yorn Hashoah Memorial Held 
in Belf er Commons 

BY NACHUM LAMM 

On Wednesday night, April 26, Za
chor, the YU Association for the Fur
therance of Holocaust Studies, held " An 
Evening of Memorial for Children of the 
Holocaust" in Belfer Commons. The 
event, which was co-sponsored by YCSC, 
SCWSC, SOY, IBC, JSS, and TAC, drew 
about 250 YU and Stem students. 

Shoshana Markovitz, president of 
Zachor, introduced the keynote speak
er, Mr. Lee Potazynski, who is a research 
associate at the Holocaust Research Cen
ter and Archives at Queensboro Com
munity College and himself a survivor 
of seven concentration camps. Marko
vitz spoke of the tragedy of the children 
of the Holocaust, both of those who per
ished, and of those who were "forced to 
prematurely grow up." 

Mr. Potazynski, currently at work on 
a 31 volume collection of articles from 
the Holocaust period, spoke of his own 
experiences during that horrible time. 
He began with the brutal occupation of 
his native Poland in 1939, when he was 
seven years old. From that point on, the 
situation in Europe deteriorated until 
August 1942, when all the Jews were 
rounded up and separated by age. Po
tazynski recalled that although he was 
placed in a group of children and elder
ly, his grandfather advised him to run to 
the adult group. When the members of 

this group were ordered to sit on the 
ground, Mr. Potazynski kneeled and 
passed for an adult, and probably, in so 
doing, saved his own life by escaping 
the immediate executions of the elderly 
and the children. 

Potazynski went on to discuss his 
experiences in the camps, ending with 
the story of his liberation by American 
soldiers fifty years ago, his return to 
Poland a year later, and his final depar
ture from Europe in November of 1946. 

The next speaker was Chani Weiser, 
an SCW student who spoke of her expe
riences as the granddaughter of survi
vors. She spoke of how ordinary events 
can take on completely different mean
ings when living in a family like hers, 
whether it be references to the grand
parents her parents never knew, or the 
celebration of the first Bar Mitzvah of a 
survivor's grandchild. She also spoke of 
how her goals in life have been affected 
by these events, and concluded by speak
ing of acts of spiritual heroism in the 
concentration camps. 

The memorial concluded with the 
lighting of six memorial candles by stu
dent leaders and organizers of the 
evening and the singing of Kel Maleh and 
a Kinalt by Belz student Shmulie Pineles. 
Following this ceremony, students ex
amined the exhibits on the walls of the 
room which detailed the history of the 
Holocaust. 

Roth Scholars Chosen 
BY DANIEL RUBIN 

Eight YU pre-med students have 
been selected as Roth Institute Schol
ars for undergraduate summer re
search at Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine. Michael Nelson, Elliot 
Paul, Issac Sasson, and Ian Stein from 
YC, and Ilana Barber, Caren Got
tleib, Lauren Insel, and Azita Simo
ni from SCW are the beneficiaries 
who will be spending the summer 
getting important headstarts on their 
careers. In the past the Roth pro
gram has served as a de-facto one
way ticket to acceptance at Albert 
Einstein. The program is directed by 
the school's graduate office. 

The students will perform re
search in the appropriate laborato
ries at Einstein based upon their in
terests an.d will receive $2000 sti-

pends, in addition to being put up at 
a dorm, if necessary, at no cost. The 
students were chosen out of a field 
of twenty-two applicants from YC 
and Stern through a selection pro
cess involving a written application 
with a short essay on professional 
goals; examination of all grades in 
the sciences, and two interviews con
ducted by Drs. Lea Blau and Joseph 
DeSantis for YC students and Ors. 
Raji Viswanathan and Barry B .  
Potvin for Stern applicants. 

When asked for his reaction on being 
accepted to the program, Ian Stein echoed 
the sentiments of all the selected students: 
"I'm ecstatic about the factthatl got it and 
I hope I'll have a productive summer. The 
competition was very stiff and it was 
unfortunate that there were so few spac
es, because all those who applied were 
top quality students." 

IBC Reading Week 
BY NACHUM LAMM 

Students at IBC will have their own 
reading week this year, according to 
incoming IBCSC president Richie Gross
man. This change from previous years, 
when IBC finals were given during YC/ 
SSSB reading week, will grant IBC stu
dents more time to study for their other 
finals. 

According to current IBCSC presi
dentSteven Gordon, the change came as 

result of the Board of Directors choosing 
IBC as the school to be examined in its 
annual report. Student representatives 
raised the issue with the Board and the 
administration, and the beginnig of fi
nals were changed from the Thursday 
before reading week to the previous 
Tuesday. The only negative result of the 
change is the probable cancellation of a 
picnic planned by the sophomore class 
for Lag B'Omer, as it conflicts with this 
new finals schedule. 
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Message From the 

YCSC President 

Gentlemen, 
My time to serve you is coming 

to an end. It has been two good years 
for the students, filled with many ac
complishments, butthere is much more 
to be done. Your future loo�s good. 
With some young fresh student leader
ship in Josh Fine and Sam Wald there is 
no question that student life will pros
per more than ever in the year to come. 

Two years ago I asked you to 
give me a chance to represent you as 
your executive secretary. I brought 
with me a host of promises, but the one 
underlying them all was my catch 
phrase Letting you experience an educa
tion rather than fight for one. You the 
students gave me the chance I so de
sired by choosing me, the younger can
didate. I made it my business to do 
three things: Not to let you down, 
provide better services for you, and 
listen and learn so that I may be an even 
more effective student leader in my bid 
for the presidency. Some of those ser
vices include the academic advisement 
center, improved registration proce
dures (with the advent of the new com
puter system in Fall '95 it will get even 
better!), and more variety at breakfast 
in the caf. 

In the Spring of '94 the students 
went to the polls and elected team Bil
lig. We responded by holding open 
and advertised �eetings, publishing 
the budget in the commentator, and 
with your help we amended the consti
tution. The reason we were successful 
is because we had a strategy. The strat
egy consisted of comprehensive and 
efficient management of our resources,
attacking problem areas in strength, 
and keeping the life of the students as 
the #1 agenda at all times. We set up a 
budget audit task force to maximize 
our capital potential thus making our 
money work for the students. We de
signed a chain of command between 
the studentleaders, clubs, and commit
tees. This allowed us to keep the pulse 
of student activities, and agendas at a 
steady 100%. I made sure to keep a 
close tie with the Alumni, President 
Circle and the University Board, in or
der keep a steady cash flow and pro
vide more opportunities to meet with 
our esteemed Alumni. 

All these efforts (and a few other 
ones, that I can't talk to you about) have 
produced big dividends. We now have 
extended pool and gym hours, van ser
vice on Fridays to Penn. station, better 
security on laurel hill for parkers with 
the construction of a new security booth 
there. An Alumni Big Brother /Net
working Program, that after oniy one 

event has already provided no less than 
five interviews for students. Two new 
lounges, one in morg. basement, and one 
on the second floor of Muss to relieve the 
tensions we feel everyday. There are 
many more accomplishments, like an 
unprecedentedeight journalsbeingprint
ed this year, but alas, time is money. 

We the students have come up 
short in certain areas. Our academic 
prowess is laughable, we neither try 
nor care to work hard. We make per
sonal attacks on each other and disre
gard everything we hold as true to de
grade the ones who dress differently 
than ourselves. Worst of all we never 
challenge our teachers when we have 
trouble incorporating what they have 
said. This is not true across the board, 
but we have all been guilty of these 
things at one time. 

The Student council also comes 
up short sometimes. We need to be 
even more inclusive. We need to be 
even better prepared for our meetings 
with the administration. Most of all we 
must let the students know what we are 
doing even better. 

Therefore, I leave this great place 
with some advice to students and stu
dent leaders alike. YCSC '95-'96 should 
again pursue a retreat with the admin
istration and faculty to let them know 
where we have gone in four years time 
of open negotiations. We should re
start a bi-weekly calendar of events for 
students to plan their social activities in 
advance. We should push the adminis
tration to place a limit on how many 
students they will house in the dorms 
to create more floor lounge space. The 
administration needs to be pushed to 
come up with funds to keep the library 
open later. Tell Dean Adler that his 
welcome time has expired and that he 
has one short summer to get that office 
in gear; oh, and wish him good luck 
because he is going to need it. 

Finally to the students, remem
ber who makes YU what it is, only you. 
Not your teachers, dorm counselors, or 
any other administrator. Show respect 
to one another and think carefully about 
serious decisions, most of all have fun 
representing us in the real world! 

Goocl luck to next year's guys! I 
have had a blast. Thanks to my board, 
the commentator staff, the administra
tors for keeping me b!,lsy, my family 
and my kalah, and most of all I thank 
you the students for giving me the op
portunity to fulfil my dream and prom
ise of "Two Years of Service". 

Daniel Billig 
YCSC President '94-'95 
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Message From the 

YCSC President Elect 

In the words of Edmund Burke, " All 
that it takes for evil to triumph is for 
good people to be silent." The evil on 
our campus is apathy, that insidious 
disease which paralyzes healthy young 
men and enervates the creative spirit. 

As the 1994-1995 school year is com
ing to a close we need to confront those 
issues which irk us and resolve to make 
the necessary changes in how student 
affairs are conducted. By doing so, we 
will enter into the new year with a clean 
slate onto which we will write a new 
history for Yeshiva College. In the past, 
the student body let these issues go by 
uncontested, because they feltthat there 
was no hope to resolve the problems 
that they were experiencing. The result 
has been an apathetic student body that 
is forever blaming its problems and 
frustrations on the faculty and admin
istration and on situations beyond their 
control. Also, it does not take more than 
a few days for Freshmen to contract the 
disease of apathy that is so pervasive 
. on campus. Before we take our finals 
and begin to enjoy the summer, I sug
gest that ways to combat student apa
thy should be examined, and put to 
task next year. The most logical way for 
students who are unhappy with what 
their college currently offers them, is 
for them to speak up and to become 
vocal about what is bothering them. It 
is true that not every student feels that 
he has the time or that he is the right 
person to speak up. He may argue that 
student representatives have been elect
ed to serve that function. However, it is 
time for our student body to face up to 
the fact that although the structure is in 
place for the exercise of a powerful 
student voice at Yeshiva College, stu
dent inaction renders that voice weak. 
Where were students during open: stu
dent council meetings held this year? 
Why were approximately half of those 
present the elected officials themselves? 
Is our student government a micro
cosm of the political scene in New York 
City today, wherein the populace elects 
representatives and then sits back inac
tively until the next election? 

I want to put an end to the apa
thy. I intend to accomplish this by work
ing to fix the problems which students 
brought to my attention throughout 

the campaign. These issues ranged from 
basic quality of life issues to the reluc
tance of students to get involved be
cause of their feelings that access to 
meaningful participation is limited to 
those who are popular or a part of the 
'inner circle' of students who run ev
erything at our college. Well, I have a 
commitment to making sure that we 
have a "new day" at Yeshiva College. 
As I promised in my campaign, I will 
work tirelessly to address quality of 
student life issues and create a more 
open and inclusive process for student 
access to and participation in student 
activities. I intend to break the pattern 
of elected leaders promoting a small 
inner circle of students to run most of 
the student activities at Yeshiva Col
lege. I deplore the unwritten YCSC 
doctrine of elected leaders appointing 
a small group of friends to serve in 
many roles. I believe strongly in re
cruiting and encouraging a richer di
versity of student leadership. Groups 
and individuals who have been subtle
ly excluded from involvement in deci
sions affecting their lives as Yeshiva 
College students should feel that a par
ticipation of student life is a right, not a 
privilege. Those who have been left out 
are not going to be left out anymore! 

How effective will our student gov
ernment be next year? I think it is quite 
clear, that the answer may be in each 
student's perception of his role as a 
student on the Yeshiva College Cam
pus. The more students get directly 
involved in trying to solve the issues 
which they are care about most, the 
more likely we are to succeed. I am 
convinced that students working to
gether can make the Yeshiva College 
administration and faculty 

responsive to their needs and wants. 
As your President, I am determined to 
provide the strong leadership we will 
need to achieve the improvements for 
which we strive. As we look forward to 
the new year at Yeshiva College, it's 
clear thatwhatwereallyneed is change 
and believe me--it's coming! 

Good luck on your finals and have 
an enjoyable summer! 

Josh Fine 
YCSC President '95-'96 
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Good Luck on 

Finals ! 
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standing, I to r: Seth Fischen, Dan lifscl111tz, Jon lifschutz, Hon. David Stadtmauer, 
Aaron Weitz, Emanuel Adler, Stuart Verstandig, Toby Weiss. 

Seated, I to r: Eric Cohen, Zev S. Bemian, Daniel Billig 

Alumni Big Brother 

Networking Program 
B Y  DANIEL B ILLIG 

On Thursday April 27th, a group 
of Yeshiva College Alumni and YC / 
SSSB students met for an evening of 
networking at the upscale midtown 
restaurant What's Coo kin' . The 
event was planned jointly by YCSC 
and the YC Alumni Association's 
membership Committee, headed by 
Eric Cohen '87. The purpose of the 
evening was to create a network 
where students can meet Alumni and 
get insight on the job market in all 
different professions. The Alumni 
did not just come for the benefit of 
the students; aside from the great 
food, the Alumni had a great oppor
tunity to gain new clients and future 
employers from the other Alumni 
and students alike. The theory be
hind the network is that people who 

share a common background or ex
perience are very likely to be of as
sistance to each other. 

"We are planning another event 
for the Fall", says e".ent organizer 
Jonathan Lifshutz. "I am really glad 
I went," said David Samet, who was 
on his way to an interview that he 
had arranged through the network
ing evening. 

The group heard remarks from 
Emanuel Adler '76, a partner in the 
corporate law firm Tenzer Greenb
latt, who gave hearty advice to the 
students about balancing an ortho
dox lifestyle against the gentile 
needs in the business world. 

The event was attended by over 
thirty alumni and thirty students 
whose understanding of the busi
ness world will no doubt be en
hanced by their experience. 

Clubs Select New Leaders 
BY ELLI GANCHROW 

As the school year winds down, 
the numerous clubs on campus are 
beginning to prepare for next year 
by choosing new presidents and 
boards. 

This past Thursday, both the Ac
counting Society and the Joint Buis
ness Society held their annual elec
tions. JoshLevine was victorious in 
his quest for president, edging out 
fellow Accounting major Noam Her
man in the election. 

The Joint Business Society chose 
Sy Symms student Shlomo Drazin 
as president, Economics major 
Ephraim Leibtag as vice president, 
and Richard Mensh as Secretary
Treasurer. Drazin will be continu
ing the work of outgoing president 
Mike Bazelon, who among other ac-

complishments, was instrumental in 
writing a. new constitution for the 
Joint Business Society. 

Next week the J.P. Dunner Politi
cal Society will also be choosing its 
new President. As of press-time, the 
declared candidates were Michael 
Belgrade, Meir Zeitchik and Jeremy 
Lustman. The winner will replace 
graduating senior and former Com
mentator News Editor Sandor Bak. 
Bak revived this club by arranging 
for informative speakers and setting 
up other programs, such as political 
science shabbatonim. 

The Accounting Society also had an 
extremely successful year, under the 
leadership of Moshe Jacobs. These suc
cesses include a Mock Interview Night 
and a Tax Night, which allowed stu
dents to help middle income families 
fill out their tax forms. 

TERM PAPERS TYPED 
(212) 568-2495 

Editing and English Assistance 
· Rush Service 

Gay Club Publicity 

Threatens YU's Image 
BY MEIR S. ZEITCHIK From the right flank came sharply critical attacks, such as those of the Fam-

Just as interest in the gay club contro- ily Defense Council, a group dedicated versy seemed to be dwindling on YU to "raising the level of public morality," 
campuses, several recent incidents in according to its chairman, Dr. Howard 
the mass media have sparked the debate Hurwitz. Hurwitz has launched a fron
anew. The publicity has also fueled fears tal assault not only on YU but on Univer
that what is already a public relations sity President Rabbi Norman Lamm, 
nightmare will get worse before it gets challenging him to a debate. In a May 2 
better. interview with The Commentator, Hur-

On April 11, the respected Washing- witz said that Lamm, by not stopping 
ton Times ran a story with the headline the flow of funds to the gay clubs at 
"Allowing gay groups shake universi- Cardozo, Einstein and Wurzweiler was ty's Orthodox image," and said in its an "absolute disgrace" to the Orthodox 
lead that YU "is weathering a debate Jewish community. In an April 20 letter 
overhomosexualstudentclubsandhow to Lamm, Hurwitz, writing as chairman 
they affect its religious identity." of the Council, accused the university 

In the wake of the Times article, the presidentof"betrayingJudaismforgelt," 
Washington Jewish Week also published a and asked "Have you no shame, Lamm?" 
piece on the clubs, while a W ABC radio Lamm, meanwhile, has maintained 
show hosted by Bob Grant featured one public silence on the issue. He did not 
caller who noted the gay groups at YU accept Hurwitz's challenge to a debate, 
schools, which evoked a negative reac- which was to be sponsored by the Israeli 
tion from Grant. daily Ma'ariv, and did not return mes-

The YU administration has played sages left for him by the Commentator. 
down the media attention, pointing out From the left-wing comes equally 
that the homosexual clubs affect no one harsh accusations. Some homosexu
on the YC campus and that even the als allege that YU, both as a university 
clubs at the three graduate schools are and as a yeshiva are not doing enough 
the exception and not the mainstream to foster debate on the topic, opting 
organizations that some in the media instead to "shove it under the rug." 
depict them to be. "There's no effort within the Univer-

"It' s a non-issue," said Vice president sity itself [ to encourage dialogue]. The 
for Academic Affairs Dr. William University should serve as a safe place 
Schwartz. "This affects no one on the to have discourse without worrying 
Yeshiva College campus." that if we talk about it people will 

Some administrators agree with think it's not wrong," said Alan Mey
Schwartz that there are few practical ef- er, an openly homosexual YU alum
fects of funding the clubs, which are esti- nus (YC '83). He also advocated ex
mated to receive about seven hundred ploring the matter from a "halachic dollars at YU's Cardozo Law School and perspective," and clarifying what ex
like amounts at the Albert Einstein Col- actly is prohibited under Jewish law. 
lege of Medicine and the Wurzweiler "Let's halachically define what it is. 
School of Social Work. But the issue, they Orthodoxy is so halachic and gets 
say,hasfar-reachingphilosophicalimpli- caught up in the specifics of every
cations. "Thisisreallyabattlefortheheart thing. But not with homosexuality. We 
and soul of YU," said one high-ranking just say it's not allowed," he said. 
official who spoke on condition of ano- While YU's re'putation as both a 
nymity. quality secular university and a bas-

The new media focus has also height- tion of Torah learning has come un
ened concern that the gay issue could der fire as a result of this issue, many 
become an even greater public relations are wont to believe that it will not 
nightmarethanitalreadyis. Becauseofits shake the University to its core, as 
religious and social overtones, the issue some doomsday prophets have pre
has angered people across the spectrum. dieted. 
"Nothinggoodcancomeoutofthis," said "It's horrible for PR," said Rosen. 
Public Relations Director David Rosen. "But it will pass." 
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Faculty Turnover 
BY EZRA TUCHMAN 

When Bob Dylan penned his classic 
"The Times They are A'Changing," he 
probably was not thinking of the YC and 
SSSB faculties of the upcoming semes
ter. After students received their course 
catalogues this past week, having no
ticed the numerous faculty changes at 
both schools they may not find a more 
fitting lyric. Seven new professors will 
begin teaching classes next semester, 
while six current professors will be con
spicuously missing in the YU classrooms. 

Many students are despondent as a 
result of the changes. The sabbatical of 
Dr. Ruth Bevan, who currently serves as 
Chairperson of the political science de
partment has saddened a large number 
of political science students. Bevan plans 
on spending the upcoming semester 
studying and writing in Europe. 

In addition to Bevan, Bible professor 
Dr. Yaacov Elman will be taking a leave 
of absence to conduct research at the 
University of Pennsylvania. 

On a more permanent basis, Chemis
try chairman Dr. Irving Borowitz and 
SSSB professor Dr. Healy are retiring, 
and the Bible Department will bid fare
well to first year professor Rabbi Wald
man. Although many students were ex
cited to take Rabbi Waldman's original
ly scheduled class on Ezekiel, a sign was 
posted before registration notifying stu
dents of the cancellation of his classes. 

_ Waldman stresses that his departure 
was strictly a financial decision. Accord
ing to Waldman, the College did not 
wish to pay for both Elman's sabbatical 
and another full time Bible professor. 
Without the classes of Elman and Wald
man, many registering students quickly 
found themselves closed out of Bible 
courses. 

The University decision to not renew 
the contract of English Professor Rich
ard Donalan has been most shocking to 
students. YC student Marc Berger, out
raged at the University's action, de
nounced what he considered to be an 
unfair evaluation process. "Professor 
Donalan is a caring, devoted and bril
liant teacher. His ability to interpret and 
explain the books we have read is truly 
unbelievable ... They will not -find any
one who can replace him." 

New Professors Highly Touted 

Among the new professors are Ors. 
Wayne Schnatter, Claire Zakheirn, Ran
di Grossman and Ms. Myra Mogilner; 
all begin their YU careers with high 
marks from members of the YU admin
stration. 

The teachers are "the cream of the 
crop of American academicians," said 
Dr. William Schwartz, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs. Mogilner, a polit
ical science professor in the final stage of 
her Ph.D dissertation at New York Uni
versity, is slated to teach an Israeli pol
iticscourse;in placeof Dr. Bevan.Mogil
ner has teaching experience at Jersey 
City State College. Schnatter will teach 
organic chemistry replacing the retiring 
Borowitz. Schnatter received his Ph.D 
from Princeton University and is cur
rently a professor at Polytechnic Uni
versity. Grossman is also a graduate of 
NYU, and a past professor at St. John's 
and Drexel Universities. She will teach 
marketing and management, replacing 
Professor Healy. Zakheim, currently an 
adjunct Professor of Management lnfor
mationSystems atSySymrns, has agreed 
to expand her schedule and work full 
time at the school. Students who have 
already taken classes with Dr. Zakheim 
are excited about her decision to teach 
full time. As SSSB student Marc Rosen
baum explained, "Dr. Zakheim is an 
excellent professor. She makes a diffi
cult subject much .more manageable." 

In addition to these full-time appoint
ments, the Gottesman Lecture Program 
will begin during the fall semester. Pro
fessor Robert Hoffman, a world re
nowned chemist and Nobel Laureate 
will teach General Chemistry in con
junction with YC instructor Professor 
Viswanathan. The other Gottesman lec
turers, including Political Science pro
fessors Mr. and Mrs. Walt Rostow and 
philosophy professor Dr. Robert Nozick 
will not begin teaching at YC until the 
Spring semester. The delay has upset a 
number of students, who were anxious
ly anticipating Nozick's arrival. "I was 
really interested in taking a course with 
Professor Nozick. It's a real shame that 
he's not teaching until the spring," com
mented YCjunior Daniel Anziska. When 
Nozick finally lecture at YC it will be on 
a very limited basis;hewill "team-teach" 
one course with YCdeanNormanAdler. 

Despite these faculty changes, the 
administration is confident that the fall 
semester will begin smoothly and effi
cientlly. While a majority of students 
agree with this sentiment, several stu
dents have voiced apprehension over 
the faculty turnover. They believe that 
constant faculty changes have a nega
tive affect on the morale of both students 
and professors. These students admit, 
however, that every effort must be made 
to greet the new instructors with open 
arms. 

When Best Isn 't 

Good Enough 
Reflections on YC s Academic Journey 

BY RYAN KARBEN 

The case for Yeshiva College often 
seems so easy to make. It is unarguably 
the finest institution of its kind. It is also, 
however, the only institution of its kind, 
and there's the rub. 

This has been a year of transition 
and challenge for YC, most notably at 
the academic level. Heightened by the 
search for a new dean, concerns about 
academic standards and reputation 
dominated not only Commentator head
lines this year, but most substantive dis
cussions about campus issues. The time, 
however, this discussion reached into 
the dorms, the apartments and even the 
Senate. Indeed this dialogue was drivi
en, for the most part, by students and 
their concern over the academic maturi
ty of this University. 

It was in the pages of The Com
mentator that the discussion about the 
real value of a full year of Israel credit 
began, as then-News Editor Sandor Bak 
argued for a no holds barred dialogue 
on whether those credits meet serious 
standards. And it was at meetings of the 
Senate (hemming, hawing and back
tracking by University administrators 
notwithstanding) that the issue received 
a real hearing, if no satisfactory resolu
tions. 

There has been a change. To the 
shock of many academic officials, last 
year's decision to greatly reduce the 
number of CLEP tests for which YC 
would grant credit was greeted with 
applause, rather than disdain, by many 
students. U.S. News and World Re
port's low ranking of YC angered stu
dents more than PR officials. There was 
a sense of betrayal of sorts. Exactly what 
kind of education does one get here? 

The past few months have sought 
to answer that question. Dean Norman 
Adler has pledged to bring a new disci
pline and consistency to academic poli
cy. New minors in Writing and Ameri
can Studies broaden the options avail
able to students. A commitment to fac
ulty salary enhancement. is welcomed 
by all concerned about the ability to 
Yeshiva college to attract and retain top
notch intellectual talent. 

(Permanent talent. Not cameo 
classroom apearances by big-names from 
other places, but "home grown" profes
sors to augment our overworked distin
guished faculty.) 

Yes, a real education, Yeshiva 
College-style. 

What does it mean? Well, to gain 
a sense of perspective compare a syla
bus for a YC course to an "equivalent" 
course at Columbia. The reading list in 
Morningside Heights is three times as 
long. Imposing and more challenging? 
Certainly. Practical in YC? Not neces
sarily; this is no Columbia. But is is not 
remedial college either and should not 
be a four-year pit-stop for those unable 
or unwilling to handle the challenge of 
other institutions. Balance must be 
soughtandbalancemustbefound. That 
is part of the new dean's mission this 

summer. 
Many YC professors argue (off 

the record, of course) that the problem is 
Sy Syms. The great evil Sy Syms behe
moth. True, the business school has tak
en away students from the college, lim
iting the number of courses the college 
can offer. And, in all honesty, under
graduate businesss school is not where 
onegoestobecomea "manoftheworld." 
The whole focus of SSSB on hiring, rath
er than on academic growth, some ar
gue, has polluted the intellectual envi
ronment on campus. With homage paid 
to the almighty dollar rather than Dick
ens or Descartes, many find it difficult to 
see how serious students can thrive here. 
But Sy Sym's growth, though troubling 
on some level, is not the problem. 

Dean Adler has begun to grasp 
the challenge before him. In articulating 
a vision of the Jew's role in the world 
grounded in President Lamrn's Torah 
U'Maddah paradigm, he has drawn stu
dents, faculty and administrators to the 
heart of the academic challenge: What 
values, .knowledge and perspective 
should a Yeshiva College education in
still during the time a student spends 
here? And how can those values be in
stilled as students spend less time on the 
main campus? Further, where does Ye
shiva College fit into the larger picture 
of the Torah environment and how does 
it function when it becomes a flashpoint 
between its faculty and RIETS roshei 
yeshiva? And how can the mission of 
higher education- described by Wood
row Wilson as an effort to "make sons as 
unlike their fathers as possible" -be real
ized in an institution that has nurturing 
traditions as its primary purpose? 

The search for answers to these 
questions took a great step forward this 
year- in large measure because students 
cared. YC will improve academically 
because it appears to be a demand of the 
students; mandatory credit will not be 
instituted for shiur because students 
believe it inimical to their intellectual 
and spiritual development. 

A year of discussion and chal
lenge. Faculty tempers flared. Public 
statements by top-level administrators 
were disavowed. And for a semester 
and a half, leadership was pathetically 
absent. 

But the dialog continues. What 
will become oflsrael credit, CLEPs, stan
dards and reputation? How will the fac
ulty look infive years? Will the impor
tance of an up-to-date course catalog 
ever be comprehended? 

Who knows. But the very discus
sion has proven that YC can no longer 
survive as mom-and-pop education. Stu
dents and professors will no longer tol
erate excuses for unproffesionalism or 
administrative incompetence because 
"this is Yeshiva, what do you expect?" 

This year has shown that students 
expect better. A lot better. From their 
teachers. Their administrators. And even 
of themselves. 

Being the best of its kind is no 
longer good enough. 



P---:ag:;.._e _1 2 _________ , ffl4e @'.nnunenfatmi April 1 1 , 1 995 

Sumner Redstone Co,ifroversi�Ji;,amev,,��f�Ssue 

· . . • . . ·. ·. ·•· r!l��l��!�;��il!.�t� Concludes Lecture Series 
BY ANDREW DAVIDSON 

Viacom CEO Smnner Redstone 
spoke at Stern's Koch Auditorium on 
Friday, April 28 culminating a lecture 
series whose first week began with 
Mr. Alan "ace" Greenberg and includ
ed prominent chairmen Edgar Bronf
man and Sy Syms. The first semester 
of the Ira and Doris Kukin Distin
guished Lecture Series was deemed a 
success by its dozens of students on 
both campuses. 

After being introduced by both Dr. 
Ira Schwartz and Dean Harold Nier
enberg, Mr. Redstone began his thirty 
minute presentation by briefing the 
SSSB students on the history and 
growth of Viacom, as well as the re
cent purchases of Paramount and 
Blockbuster. Upon completion of the 
lecture, Mr. Redstone opened the floor 
to a one-hour question-and-answer 
session for students and faculty 
alike. Queries included those about 
his day-to-day dealings with com
pany problems, such as how and 
when he censored videos (notably 
Madonna's) on MTV and VHl , and 
how he handled criticism of other 
cable programs, specifically Beavis 
and Butthead. 

Aside from business questions, 
SSSB student Alex Salomon inquired 
about Mr. Redstone's involvement as 
chairman of a project fighting Anti
Semitism in Russia. The event which 
took place on April 2, focused on the 
current wave of anti-semitism endan
gering the lives of numerous Russian 
Jews. Mr. Redstone responded with 
remarks confirming his conviction that 
such issues become publicized, and 
related his proud feelings on his par
ticipation. Dean Nierenberg remarked 
that Sumner Redstone's presentation 
was "one of the highlights of the sem
inar, and that the students gained a 
great deal from Mr. Redstone in par
ticular, and from the course in gener
al." Dr. Fred Palumbo, coordinator of 
the seminar, stated that its importance 
lied in its attempt to "bridge tlie gap 
between theory and practice in the 
real world." 

The seminar will be offered again 
next Spring semester, open to all un
dergraduate juniors and seniors in 
SSSB, YC, and SCW. 
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When you're ready to get engaged, be cautious 
looking for the right diamond. 

JEFF MOR Member Diamond 
Dealers Club 

dBFF�ltlOR 
Diamond Co. 

580 5th Ave. , % DOC • New York. NY 10036 
Importer and Cutter of Fine Diamonds 

212-764-8536 Fax 212-921-4399 

Buy from someone you c·an trust. 
Jeff Mor, YU alumni (9 1), guarantees 
to save you at least $ 1000 with honest 

wholesale prices. 

Also specializes in emerald, 

ruby, sapphire, pearl jewelry 

(Earrings, rings, bracelets & 

pendants) 
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MCAT - The Pre-Med's 

Nightmare 
BY A v1 PENSTEIN 

" '  

During the month of April, the 
normally unflappable pre-med stu
dents began to show cracks in their 
comoosure. The MCAT, the single 
most important test for prospective 
physicians, was administered on 
April twenty-third. As the test date 
drew near, the tension on campus 
was palpable. Barry Habib, a YCSC 
presidential candidate recently 
quipped, "even I was nervous and 
I'm not taking the test until next 
year. "  

Preparation for the MCAT begins 
months in advance. Most Yeshiva 
students elected to shell out almost 
eight-hundred dollars to take the 
Kaplan review course, which conve
niently had it's scheduled weekly 
lectures at YU. However, the bulk of 
the studying had to be done in the 
Kaplan's center located in midtown 
(sometimes referred to as the "house 
of pain") .  At the center, Ka plans has 
thousands of practice questions 
available to it's students. These 
questions are important study tools 
since few actual MCATs have been 
released. YC pre-meds spent count
less hours in the center, some have 
even become permanent fixtures 
there. While the hours spent listen
ing to tapes were long and tiresome, 
at least one student seemed to enjoy 
the social aspect of the center, "You 
see, there was this girl. . "  

For all students, balancing time 
between college course work and 
MCAT study was a very difficult 
task. Some were able to plan ahead 
and schedule a very light load this 
semester. Others, however, were 
forced into �aking many credits in 
order to graduate on time. YC jun
ior Ari Ciment commented, "I had a 
really tough schedule and com
pounded with the vigorous and nec
essary MCA T study I felt like an 
overgrown pimple full of puss ready 
to explode."  YC junior Jacob Rosen
berg complained "it's unfair for sci
ence teachers to give exams a week 
or two before . the MCAT." 

There were those who could not 
perform the balancing act. Steven 
Stern had a most unusual response 
to the pressure of the immense study 
load; he dropped out of school to 
study for the MCAT full time. Oth
ers were forced to postpone taking 
the MCAT until August, when there 
is ample time to study. YC junior 
Azriel Hirschfeld said "I just  
couldn't handle it." 

Taking the MCAT in August plac
es the student at a decided disad
vantage. Medical schools practice 
rolling admissions and any delay in 
MCA T score reports hurts the stu
dents' chances of being accepted. 
The August MCA T also puts a major 
damper on the summer. 

Aside from these purely practical 
considerations, the April MCA T also 
provides the student with the secu
rity of knowing that he can take the 
test over in August, and still apply 
for medical school in time for the 

following year. Some pessimistic 
students were planning on taking 
the test over again even before tak
ing the April test. As he walked out 
of the test, Ezra Berry, a YC junior, 
exclaimed "one down, and one to 
go!" 

Unfortunately, what has suffered 
the most from the intense MCA T 
preparation is Torah. Ciment said 
"although I still attended seder and 
shiur for the most part, I was in a 
trance-like state, while my mind 
wandered to science, and I asked 
myself, what am I doing here?" Most 
missed either seder, shiur, or both 
during the weeks preceding the 
MCAT (and in some cases, for the 
entire semester) .  The Bet Midrash 
was witness to much confusion as 
talmidim searched for their pre-med 
chavrusas. YC/SSSB senior Men
achem Gelbtuch claims he hasn't 
seen his chavrusa the entire semes
ter. 

This year, the MCAT was admin
istered on the day after Pesach. Most 
people were happy to have the week 
prior to the test free to study, with
out the burden of class. Others, how
ever, maintained that the MCAT ru
ined their Pesach vacation. Most 
students tried to follow Kaplan's 
advice and relax and get a good 
night's sleep before the test. How
ever, many attempted to cram phys
ics formulas into their heads as they 
waited on line to be admitted to the 
test. 

Conveniently, Yeshiva Universi
ty was chosen as the lone Sunday 
test center in the Manhattan area 
(the test is supposed to be taken on 
Saturday). However, most YC stu
dents opted to take the test at cen
ters closer to their homes. Only a 
handful returned to YU. 

There was no absolute consensus 
as to the difficulty of the test, except 
that the "verbal section was impos
sible. "  YC senior Elie Grunstein said 
"it was the first verbal section I ever 
took that I couldn't finish." Most 
people agreed that the science sec
tions were slightly easier, as David 
Kahn summed up "yeah, they were 
quite easy." There were exceptions 
to these opinions; Ari Walfish said 
"it was one of the easiest tests I have 
ever taken," while star Mac player 
Jake Rosenberg refused to comment. 

One particular student, wishing 
to remain anonymous, seemed ex
tremely bitter that there were differ
ent test versions. "You can do an 
unlimited amount of studying, but 
it's a joke because some tests were 
very specific (difficult) and some 
were general," he said. 

Now that theMCAT is over, YU has 
returned to normal. Pre-med students 
await their scores, which should be 
back late in June, as they attempt to 
catch up in all their classes. SSSB 
senior Yechiel Weiner, seemingly up
set, said "I enjoyed seeing those lazy 
pre-med students working." The bet 
midrash is again at full capacity, and 
rumor has it that Mr. Gelbtuch found 
his chavrusa. 

Why use it 
only once a week? 
Cornell Universi ty doct 01 s 
and researchers have 
proven that d rinking 
grape j uice more oft en  

litl1cNetu J;1 k 
RESEARCH siwfv.°

.r lirb11es 
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one's risk of heart disease ! 
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The New York State College of Life Sciences 
has evidence that resveratrol, a compound 
released in the production of grape juice ,  can 
dramatically reduce choleste rol. lnterestingly 
enough, you've always enjoyed the wonderful 
advantages of using our pure and flavorful 

Kedem Concord Grape 
Juice on Shabbos and 
Yom Tov . . .  now, you 
have more than 
enough reason to 
enjoy Kedem every 
day of the week! 

-· 
K,.Jcm Oral"' Juke varicti� are available ar all better f<�xl mark.er.. 

If you would like to read more abou1 wh.,r the pre,s has «•say revJrding th• leoefor, of grape juice, 
send a stamped, self addrcs,a,d ,nvel,,1,e to K«lem Grape Juice 420 Kc�! Ave, Brooklyn, NY 1 1 21 I D"l"ttmt.'nl J 
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IN ISRAEL & USA 

Apply now for Project ACHY or T' chiya Volunteers 

Seven week summer program under Orthodox auspicies 

Help new and old immigrants in development towns 

Organize camps for Israeli youth 

Develop your leadership skills & teaching abilities 

Tiyulim around Israel 

$650 includes flight, room, and board 

7o,e,�ad"""1e�. 
TAMAR LESNICK 201-833-4150 

T'chiya Volunteers is in Conjunction with the UJA Federation-Project Renewal 
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O B I T U A R Y  

Mr. Jack Nussbaum 

BY STEVEN M1ooowN1K sensitive and crucial position. Mr. Nussbaulll was �ol1litlJ9�and 
Jack Nussbaum, Director of Student was a grad11at� of YQ fligl} �o<>lfor Finances since 1974, lost his battle with Boys, s��y}rtg irl the J!·'.•S\�t��g 

cancer on April 22, passing away after th.e Kore.µt�ar. ThQl?,glih� grc!.�µ�t� 
years of dedicated service to the Uni
versity at . the age of 61. Colleagues 
from the finance office, as well as nu
merous administratiofl officials, were 
deeply ·saddened bYthe death <>f Nuss
baum,'whoJvas responsiblefor allow.; 
ing theJe\Y_ish education of :many YU 
students'with financiaLdifficulties, i i  : . /tlto: , < . . • ' �ffl.,, ' ' .. " 

llilii�;!i���,:�i ity/' Co-workers who spoke.with 1he >: 'X�· ··· Comm�tatorregardedMr._r-Jussbaup_ .• : .itl)ij.f :,' • .  1 . ,, ••. -: •• , .  as a much.:.needed non-bureaucrat in a • , lis,Jetj.; �'gi� p, ,,.,, 
: <  : ... 
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Editorial on Goldstein 

Garners ADL Award 
continued from page one 

awarded to the winners. Cohen was 
unable to attend the ceremony; Fagin 
accepted on his behalf. 

The winning editorial, written only a 
few days after the Hebron incident, 
pointed out how similar Dr. Goldstein, a 
YC alumnus who "sat in the same class
rooms as in which we sit" and " .. had 
many of the same teachers we have," 
was to the present-day YC student. The 
editorial described the killing as "an 
action which defies explanation" and 
called for everyone to "learn from his 
heinous deed that his (Dr. Goldstein's) 
way was the wrong way." The editorial 
went on to express concern regarding 
those who sympathized with Dr. Gold
stein's cause, arguing that such "senti
ments only foster more hate and more 
killing." In a ringing conclusion, the 
editorial stated: "Baruch Goldstein's ac
tions can never be justified. They can 
only be condemned." 

In a telephone interview, Cohen not
ed his reaction to the award: "This was 
a very difficult topic for us to deal with 
and I think this award acknowledges 
that we did so properly." Added Fagin, 
"Balancing out facts from emotion is 
probably the toughest task of any news-

paper editor and this award is given to 
those who do it well," he explained. 

The program for the awards ceremony 
featured Arnold Foster, the general coun
sel of the ADL, and Bess Myerson, the 
former Miss America and ADLNational 
Commissioner who provided the finan
cial support for the costs and expenses of 
the AOL award. The winning entries were 
judged by the Hon. Herman Badillo, Spe
cial Counsel to the Mayor for Fiscal Over
sight of Education, Eric Breindel, Editori
al Page Editor of the New York Post, and 
Edith Everett, the Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of CUNY. 

The campus journalism contest, ad
ministered by the New York Regional 
Office of the AOL, was set up to advance 
multicultural and interfaith understand
ing through journalistic excellence in 
campus student newspapers. As well, 
the contest hopes to foster sensitivity of 
cultural differences and interfaith har
mony through articles and editorials 
written by the leading student journal
ists of New York City. The writing con
test is open to all registered and char
tered newspapers of accredited higher 
education colleges and universities in 
the New York City. 

Glatt Kosher T'a 

Deli · Kosltall 
Israeli Style Delicatessen 

Grill • Salads 
We [?o -Catering 

251 West iSth Street- 2553 Amsterdam Avent» 
corr Broadway) (Between 116fhi1171h sts.> 

(2 12) 496- 1500 • Fax (2 12) 496-2023 '(212) 561� ' · · 

Dorm Decision Expected Shortly 
continued from page one 

are being singled out for elimination 
because many of them do not pay for 
dorm space, and the university would 
rather accommodate paying students. 
Thepossiblealternativehousinginapart
ments, said one student, would be the 
"first step" towards a future discontinu
ing of the traditional free board that has 
been provided to Kollelstudents. RIETS 
students are additionally concerned that 
a move to the apartments could cause 
them to be overcrowded, and some ques
tion exactly how close to campus those 
apartments will be. Yet another impor
tant concern is that a decision will be 
made in June, when many will no longer 
be on campus, effectively precluding 

student protest or input. 
Several of the Kollel students inter

viewed by the Commentator found the 
news bittersweet. While acknowledging 
that the tight dorm conditions are the 
offspring of a university growing at a 
healthy pace, the specter of being ousted 
from the dorms worried some who do not 
want to feel removed from campus life. "I 
want to feel like part of the yeshiva," 
remarked one smicha student. Another 
said the move represents the distancing 
of post-collegiates from the focal point of 
theyeshiva.Otherstudents,however,said 
they would not mind being placed in 
apartments, assuming those apartments 
will be right on campus. 

YU Students Mourn Loss 
of Friend 

continued from page one 
have planned a memorial ceremony for 
heronSundayevening,May14atFrisch. 
This past Sunday, another service was 
held at Flatow's shul to make up for a 
mourning period cut short by Pesach. 

Among the attendees was MYP Rosh 
Yeshiva R. Moshe Tendler, who played 
a most crucial role in the Alisa Flatow 
story as the posek who authorized the 
donation of Flatow's heart, lungs, pan
creas, liver, and corneas. Contacted ear
ly Monday morning by Rabbi Alvin Mar
cus, a RIE'ISmusmachandspiritual lead
er of West Orange, Rabbi Tendler spoke 
via conference call to Stephen Flatow at 
his daughter's bedside in Soroka Hospi
tal in Beersheva. After determining that 
there had been brain stem death, the two 
rabbis permitted the removal of her or
gans, citing the ruling of Rav Moshe 
Feinstein. The recipient of one lung and 
the recipient of the pancreas have since 
passed away; Rabbi Tendler is not sur
prised because those organs have the 
lowest transplant success rate. 

The donation of Flatow's organs 
caused a media stir both in the United 
States and Israel. Rabbi Tendler's move 
was immediately labeled "controversial" 
because organ donations are rare among 
Orthodox Jews in America and even 

rarer among both religious and secular 
Jews in Israel Although the halachic rul
ing of Rav Moshe has been accepted, Rab
bi Tendler explained, a stigma has been 
attached to the procedure due to the con
ceptof "nibulha'mait," desecration of the 
corpse. But pikuach nefesh concerns over
ridenibul ha'mait,andRabbi Tendlerfinds 
no excuse for the low donor rate among 
Orthodox Jews. He has championed the 
cause and is the author of the organ donor 
proxy approved by the Rabbinical Coun
cil of America. 

The widespread publicity of the rul
ing in Israel, a country where the organ 
donation rate is nine per 1,000 deaths, as 
opposed to the United States where it is 
thirty per 1,000, forced the Chief Health 
Minister there to publicly declare his 
acceptance of Rav Moshe's ruling. The 
minister had previously refused to come 
out in support of organ donations. Rab
bi Tendler, who hopes that the incident 
will serve as a turning point and that 
organ donations will achieve universal 
approval in both countries, commented 
that the Flatow episode demonstrates 
the "power of halacha l'maaseh." Fla
tow was "given the z'chus to break that 
barrier," and her death resulted in "an 
unqualified kiddush Hashem." 
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GRADUATING SENIORS 
IBC, JSS, SSSB UP I OWN, YC 
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THESE ARE THE ONLY DAYS 
THAT YOU· CAN PICK UP YOUR 

CAP. AND GOWN 
' . 

NO A l  11RE WILL BE GIVEN OUT 
A T  THE PARAMOUNT 
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Y e s h i v a 

S p o r t s  
Wrestling Team 

Finishes on Top 
YU Tennis Team COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF 

In a season of ups and downs, the YU 
wrestling Macs were still able to capture 
the title of number one in the IAC. 
Among their better known opponents, 
the Macs showed concsistency by beat
ing St. Johns twice. They also contribut
ed to their record with a powerful show
ing against Middlesex County College, 
and with a rare display of strength 
against new contender Lafayette. 

Looking back on the season, senior. 
captain Albert Sebag commented about 
his final year on the mat. "I've wrestled 
for other schools, but is is my accom
plishments at YU of which I am most 
proud. The team has come a long way in 
what turned out to be a very tough sea
son. I am glad that I was given the 
chance to contribute." 

Coach Neil Elman responded to Se
bag's leaving with a smile. "He was a 

great wrestler, and I am happy to have 
coached him. Maybe now he can do 
something important." 

Finishes Undefeated Next year looks good for the Macs as 
most of the starters will be returning. 
Sol Genet will be providing stability in 
the upper weight classes at 177, while 
Dmitri Borovik will keep the middle BY COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF still have three other strong players at 

strong at 158 pounds. Also wrestling in the five and six seeds," continued Ban-
his first full season will be former MT A As number one seed and team co-cap- dler. 
star A vi Moshe Ellman. Rounding out tain David Samet closed out his grueling The team's tremendous depth was 

. the starting line-up will be co-captain three set match6-4, 5-7, 6-3, against long- most revealing during its victory over 
Daniel Sentell at 142. time rival Stevens Tech, not only did he BardCollege,a leaguematchwhichtook 

Assistant coach Brian Ostrow likes sealvictoryoverStevensbuthealsohelped place during a week filled of midterms. 
the potential that he believes the team clinch the team's first ever IAC league · Whenonlyfiveplayersshowed,theteam 
possesses. "Our schedule will be much title and undefeated season. The team was forced to forfeit two matches since a 
tougher next year, but I am not worried. finished the year with a 9-0 record. minimal of six players are required for a 
With a good mix of veteran skill and Over the season a number of indi- match. Nevertheless, the team emerged 
rookie ambition, we should be able to viduals achieved nearly flawless victorious. 
run over anything that gets in our way." records in playing singles. Co-cap- For weeks, both Coach Bandier and 
As the IAC champions take the mat next tain Gabe Slotnick did not lose any of veteran players on the team hyped up 
season,theonlydirectionthatlooksplau- his seven matches, alternating play the Stevens Tech match as the one seri
sible is up. · between the third and fourth seed. ous hurdle standing in the way to per-

Freshman phenom Tzvi Zilbershteyn fection and IAC triumph. What was 
similarly cruised to an undefeated expectedtobeanailbitingthrillerturned 
league record, and 6-1 overall as the out to be an 8-1 Yeshiva blowout. "Our 
#2/#3 seed. Ron Samet and Avram guys played some of their best- tennis 
Ciment also concluded the season with that day," noted Bandier, "clearly, it 
impressive overall standings: 6-1, 5-1 was the season's best played tourna
records respectively. ment." David Samet, Michael Pfeiffer, 

The moment first year coach John Tzvi Zilbershteyn, Gabe Slotnick, Ron 
Bandier evaluated the talent pool at try- Samet, and A vraham Ciment swept all 
outs he knew that he would have a solid six singles matches. 
team.EventhoughBandler realizedthat "With the return of virtually all of 
he possessed a dominating team he tried this year's team, next year·promises to 
to keep the team low key in order to be a repeat of success," remarked Los 
sustain its competitive vigor. "I have Angeles native David Samet. In fact, 
never seen a team as deeply talently as Samet and YC senior Josh Segal are 

this team," remarked the coach, a YC the only expected losses to the coming 
alumnus who also played on the tennis years squad. However, the absence of 
teamsevenyearsago. "Asa coach itwas Samet will surely be felt - he along 
a luxury to shuffle three or four players with co-captain Gabe Slotnick were 
who could all easily play at#l or #2, and named to the IAC all-conference team. 
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The MCAT, LSAT, GMAT, and ORE can be tough, but The Princeton Review 
can make them a whole lot easier. We've helped thousands of students 
dramatically raise their scores. Small classes (8-15 srudents) highly-trained 
insttuctors, up-to-date materials, and plenty of personal attention are the 
easons for our success. 
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