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Barred from YU’s

World Wide

BY OWEN CYRULNIK

LastMarch, YeshivaUniver-
sity initiatedahome pageonthe
much publicized World Wide
Web. The Univeristy does not
plan, however, at least in the
near future, to allow any stu-
dent-related pages on its web
site. The decision, made by a
collective group of upper Uni-
versity officialsincluding deans
and vice presidents is meant to
protectthe university fromboth
legal and public relations dam-
age,butithasleftmany students
upset by what they perceive as
censorship.

TheYeshiva University home
page is a small link in the un-
fathomable collectiveknownas
the World Wide Web (WWW).
The Web is fast becoming the
most popular facet of the Inter-
net,and now boasts millions of
usersworld wide.Whenthe YU
site was first set up, a decision
wasmade thatthe ultimate deci-
sionsastoitscontentwould rest
with Public Relations director
David Rosen. Rosen explained
thatsincethe materialpublished
on the Web at this time would
consist substantially of official
YU publicationswhichwerehis
domain, overseeing the Web
would be a logical extension of
his duties. While Rosen saw the
need for a comprehensive poli-
cy,heasserted his personal view
thatthereshould bea freeflowof
ideas.

Dr. Efrem Nulman, Dean of
Studentsat Yeshiva University,
said thatuntila policy is formu-
lated, the administration is de-
veloping the Web incremental-
ly.Heand Rosenbothsuggested
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Steven Weinberger (Left) and
Ari Rosenthal, Head Computer
Operators, 1995-96

the possibility of creating a sec-
ond server, distinguished from
theofficial University server,but
withlinksbetween the two, that
would be under the control of
YCSCdirectly.

Lenny Brandwein, however,
whoisinchargeofthecomputer
administration at Yeshiva Col-

lege,disagreed. He claimed that -

therewouldbenonoticeabledif-
ferencebetween thetwoservers
and all that the creation of an
additional server would create
was additional work both for
himselfand forthestudentoper-
ators and administrators who

supportthenetwork.
Brandwein was referring to
two YC seniors, Ari Rosenthal
andSteven Weinberger whoare
the head operators at Yeshiva
College. Rosenthal said that
whilehis initial planshad been
to put student publications on
theweb, his effortsarebeing met
continued on page 12
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Union Accuses
Facilities Manage-
ment of Mistreatment.
Legal maneuvering
continuesbetween
workersand
administrators.
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Rabbi Tendler Declares
‘Unqualified Support’ For
President Lamm on Gay Issue

Closet Far From Closed

BY Nick Muzin

In the latest development in
the sensitive and politically-
charged issue of gay clubs, R.
Moshe Tendler, MYP Rosh Ye-
shiva and a world-renowned
rabbinicauthority, hascomeout
in support of University Presi-
dent Norman Lamm on the is-
sue of existing gay clubs at YU
graduate schools. In a private
letter to a former student Rabbi
Tendlerassertsthat”[Dr.Lamm]
should be given full authority
and unqualified support to
make the ‘judgment call’ as to
howvigorouslyhewillresistthe
incursions of the gay and lesbi-
an activists.”

Gay and lesbian clubs have
existed at Cardozo Law School,
atthe AlbertEinstein College of
Medicine,and at the Wurzweil-
er School for Social Work, for a
number of years. In the past few
months they have become the
subjectof muchmediaattention,
and the issue has been used by
critics of YU to denigrate the
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university. Rabbi Lamm, who
has been publicly silent on the
issue, claims that any discrimi-
nation against the gay clubs
would resultinamassiveloss of
government funds for YU.

R. Tendler had previously
called for Dr. Lamm to abolish
the gay clubs. However, after
consulting with legal experts
and reviewing the Supreme

Court’sdecisioninasimilarcase
involving Georgetown Univer-
sity, he has decided to “back
off:”

“If it [banning the gay clubs]
would cause the university to
lose one milliondollars, Iwould
say ‘goahead’.” But,according
toRabbiTendler, the university
stands to lose much more than
money by taking action against
gay clubs. By some reports, the
very accreditation of AECOM
and Cardozo are at stake. “The
contribution of the graduate
schools of YU to Jewish lifeand
continuity in the USA is of im-
measurableworth,” theTendler
memorandumasserts, “theprice
[of banning the gay clubs]is too
high.” Instead, argues Tendler,
Lammshould “enter thefieldof
battlefortheminds and heartsof
thenew generation” by issuing
astatementinwhichhelaysout
“the halachic, moral rejection of
thegay and lesbian lifestyle.”

Rabbi Tendler also chal-
lengedDr.Lammtolethimspeak

continued on page 13

YU Students Initiate First
Ever Fraternity on Campus

Triggers Emotional Debate on YC Campus

BY MEIR S. ZEITCHIK

Inanunprecedented moveat
Yeshiva University, a group of
undergraduates havejoined the
national fraternity Alpha Epsi-
lon Pi.

onconditionofanonymity, said
thatthefraternity “isaboutgood
things and fun things.”

Butthe formationofachapter
inanorganization where many
persons associate a fraternity’s

-values as antithetical to Torah,

- The undergraduates were .

quietly swornin as members of

theoverwhelmingly Jewish fra- .

ternity last May and hope that
the beginning of theschoolyear
will usher in a host of new op-
portunities.

The frat’s goal and mission,
said Robert Bagdadi, president
of the YU chapter, varies with
each individual member. “For
me, it’s aboutbrotherhood,” he
said. '

Another member, who spoke

has raised several eyebrows

among the YU administration
and student leaders.

“ThefratatY Uisatrue chillul
Hashem, “said YCSC president
Joshua Fine.

Assistant Dean of Students
Rabbi Jeffrey Chaitoff remarked
that “YU does not allow social
fraternities on campus.” As a
result, hesaid, the fraternitycur-
rently does not receive funding
or official recognition from the
administration or the Yeshiva

College Student Council, much
in the same way they are given
the cold shoulder at secular
schools like Brandeis.

ButRobertBagdadi, president
of the YU chapter, knownas the
“Upsilon Upsilon” colony, re-
mains undaunted by the con-
demnations. Instead, hedeclared
his plans to seek full recognition
fromYCSC.

“I see no reason why this
should beseenasdifferent from
any other club,” said Bagdadi.

Fine takesanadamantstance
against this argument.

“There’s no chance we’re go-
ing toaccept the frat,” he said, a
position shared by two of his
three colleagues on the YCSC

continued on page 12
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Beyond the letter of the book

First time students on any university campus find themselves lost and
overwhelmedby the strange surroundings and new demandsof collegelife.
Sensitive to the newcomer’s anxieties, most universities provide the stu-
dentsassistanceina variety of forms. Yeshiva University offersits Academic
Advisement Center.

A year ago the center wasinaugurated as a central locale where informa-
tion, insight and commentary on the college’s majors, minors, and general
course requirementsshouldbereadily available. Theidea was fantastic. But
its execution has been less than par. It should be obvious that asuccessful
advisement center depends on employing advisors who are fluent in all
facetsandinnuendoesof the coursecatalog. Detailsof requirements, course
descriptions, and comprehensive outlines of specific majors should roll off
all advisors tongues. Unfortunately, the faculty professors serving as
studentadvisorsareunable to deliverany useful information outside their
field of expertise. It seems that science professors are always scurrying to
answer basic liberal arts questions and English professors squirming to
answer business related inquiries.

At the very least advisors should be adept in giving new students
assistance on a personal and friendly level. During orientation’s registra-
tionday one new student was seeking an advisor’s assistance in choosing
amajor. Inresponse the advisor snubbed the studentand handed him the
course catalog to read on his own. “I would only be reading straight from
thisbook anyway,” stated the advisor.

The college must recognize that being an advisor is a unique job that
requires its own unique training. Contrary to YU belief the qualified
professor does not determine a quality advisor.

Caught in the Web

Yeshiva University has committed a classic fatal error in administrative
decision making. Rather than formulate a rational policy for publication on
theUniversity World Wide Web page, they haveerecteda virtualwall which
preventsstudentsfrom publishing onthe Web. This policy isbothunreason-
able and unfair.

Universities around the country have engineered systems by which
student publications, and evenindividual students are granted space at the
University Website. Thereisnoreasonthat YeshivaUniversity cannotdothe
same. Iftheyareworried about publicrelations orlegal ramifications,oreven
of chilul hashem, then itbehooves them to enact a policy which will deal with
such problems;butitbehoovesthem todoso withoutdelay. Thatmeansthat
the formulation of such a policy should take precedence over the decisions
astowhatcolorthebackground of the onlinecatalog should have, and which
YUPR publication will reach the Web first.

We urge the powers that be to keep in mind that this University isnota
public relations firm but an institution of higher leaming. Students should
take precedence, or atleastbe allowed equal access to that which will further
their education. And yes, students can gain access to other publishing
opportunities on the Web - but is there any reason why they cannot take
advantage of facilities at their own institution? Moreover, if the student
administrators and head operators, uponwhoseshoulders theburden of the
Web site largely rests, are willing to undertake the effort, then can the
University deny them thatundertaking?

fails torealizethatit thebest scenarioisnottoerratall. Cautionis obviously
necessary but it should not a be a paralyzing caution. A policy should be
formulated whichprotects the Universitybut does not quash thestudentsin
the process.
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Tothe Editor

Get With The Program

To the Editor,

WhenIreturned home from finalsafter Spring semester, my friends were finishing
their finalsat Ohio State. For anyonewho does notknow, Ohio Statehas approximate-
ly 50,000 undergraduatestudents, or 50 times as many as Yeshiva University. About
aweekand ahalflater they had theirgrades, whileit took me amonthtoreceivemine.
Icannotunderstand why it takes Y.U. solong toprocessthe grades. We are amuch
smaller schooland therefore it should be easier to keep track of teachers who have
toturnin grades and students to whom they must be sent. We havea responsibility
asstudents to do our work and take our tests in a timely fashion. I have yet to come
up with a reason why the faculty and administration can not reciprocate and have
the grades out quickly.

Stuart Shindel
YC ‘97

‘Make it real
" TotheEditor: -

Intheeditorial, “GetReal,” theCommentator applauded theadministration and
studentleaders for their effortsin enhancing the Shabbos programat Yeshiva. Rabbi

ol Cheifetzand Dean Nulmanare truly deserving of recognition for the many hours they

spentduring the summer developingand securing funding for the Shabbos program. -
SotooareJosh Fine, Hillel Cohen, Rmhnerssman,andDavdeerkhn fortheu'help

3 ~ inorganizing Orientation Shabbos..‘

Atthesametime, TheCammentafordamedﬂntdespn&eallﬂmrefﬁnts theprogram

: twouldnotsucceedl)ecau:xeoﬂhela«:kofasa\seofcomm(mndenmyatYo@ohwa What
¢ itfailed torecognize, however.nsthatmeom\epnmzygoalsomneﬂabbospmgram

is, in fact to promote a greater sense of common identity! Shabbos |
opportunity- for all students to daven fogether, eat together, sing together, talk 3
togethey, and leam together, regardless of their Jewish studies programor shiur. The . -
nwr:;tndmtswhostaymvosmvaandpaﬁopanmunsmbbosm ,regard-
Jess of which

Andperhaps hot chilentatthe Priday nighttishwill makeall the difference. Why}. '

not ash oné of the 330 talimidim who participated in the tish until 12:00 AM, eating -

- %2 "1 - together; singing together, talking together, listening to divrei Torah together, .
il damngbkﬂkr(hbd&ryﬂ,whynocmﬂmﬂﬁsmbbooandﬁndmlymneu

_ " Shoel U'Maishiv and -
L ' DirectoroftheHadracha " "
ETOIETN MentoringProgram

Rebbemguutwspeahnglhatwah tlbmouwewnll " e
develop the feeling of really being one Yeshiva.
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From the Editor’s Desk

OWwWEN CYRULNIK

This summer I attended a college
newspaper editor’s seminar in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida along withtheeditors
of 14 other college newspapers, both
large and small. Being the only ortho-
dox Jew in the group I was naturally
bombarded with all types of questions
relating tothereligious nature of Yeshi-
vaUniversity and the restrictions that
such an institution places on the stu-
dent body in general. Most of their
questions were standard; I had heard
them hundreds of times. One ques-
tion, however, really got to me be-
causeitstruckatthevery fabricof the
animportant part of our existence both
here at Yeshiva University and in the
world atlarge.

Towards the beginning of our dis-
cussions at the seminar, one of the in-
structors questioned the legitimacy of
my claim that The Commentator was ac-
tually a newspaper. His challenge was
based upon my open admission that
there were certain instances in which I
would allow my independence to be
sacrificed in order to uphold halacha or
Jewish Law. In the opinion of that par-
ticular instructor, any journalist who
admits thathewould, a priori, succumb
to outside pressure of any sort was, by
definition nota truejournalist. Thereis
noway, hesaid, thatanewspapercould
coexistwiththetenets of orthodoxJuda-
ism.

Very simply, theinstructor was mis-
taken; his reasoning was faulty. Deter-
mining what exactly was wrong with
his argument, however, is much more
difficult. True, The Commentator is not
fully independent, and we have never
claimed tobe completelyindependent.
Iwouldargue, however, thata vision of
true and complete independence has
| verylittle bearing on the practical run-
ning of a newspaper. Much more rele-
vantisthe fact that The Commentator has
never been influenced by those upon
whom it reports; it maintains full free-
domto fulfill its mission, and its integ-
rity cannot be challenged by any stan-

dards. The Commentatorwouldneverbe

influenced by pressure from advertis-

ers,administrators orevenstudentlead-
ers. Wetakeourindependenceandjour-
nalisticintegrity very seriously whenit
comes tothoseabout whomwe provide
information. The Commentator,inciden-
tally, does not report on G-d, and there-
foredoes notcompromiseitself by sub-
jecting itself to his influence.

The above distinction appears mi-
nuscule, but it is extremely important.
And what’s more, it holds true in other
areas as well. Distinctions can be
blurred, and definitions stretched, but
aslongastheinnerintegrity of theidea
ispreserved, itsexistencecannotbeques-
tioned.

We are approaching the holiday of
RoshHashanah, a time when this con-
ceptisillustrated very clearly. Unde-
niably, theconcept of Tshuva, or repen-
tance, blurs the line between reward
and punishment. Rosh Hashanah is a
holiday which drives home the fear of
judgmentandretributionbutalsocalls
for festive rejoicing in anticipation of
the forgiveness that we are bound to
receive. It is a holiday conceived in
paradox,but moreimportantly, itisa
holiday thatillustratesthe conceptjust
elucidated above. There need notbe a
clear line between joy and sadness,
betweenpunishmentand reward, be-
tweenretribution and forgiveness,even
between love and hate. Theline canbe
blurred, just as journalistic indepen-
dence canbe compromised under cer-
tain circumstanceswithout being lost.
Forgiveness can be granted without
losing the integrity of a system of re-
ward and punishment and we canre-
joice without losing the sense of fear
and awe brought forth by the Day of
Judgment. And, yes, we can call our-
selves true journalists while at the
same time subjecting ourselves will-
fully to the dictates of halacha. In the
broadest sense, wehavearrivedatone
of the fundamental tenet of the doc-
trineof Torah U’'Maddah. Itisa given
that each sphere will encroach upon
thesphereoftheother. Thegoal, how-
ever, is to ensure that neither one is
completely overtaken.

Rosh Hashana Greeting

Rabbi Norman Lamm

All the world’s a wedding

The Talmud quotes Shmuelasadvis-
inghis youngercontemporaryR. Yehu-
da, “hurry and eat, hurry and drink, for
the world we are leaving is like a wed-
ding” - a remarkable and somewhat
troubling simile. Is this a counsel of
hedonism, of self-indulgence? And in
what way is life like a wedding?

Rashiand others interpret thatasan
invitation to enjoy the legitimate plea-
suresoflifewhich, likeaweddingparty,
is alltoobrief: chupah up, chupah down,
and it’s all over.

An interpretation by the great Ha-
sidic master, R. Yaakov Yosef of
Pollnoye, is even more engaging - es-
pecially for Yeshiva University’s un-
dergraduates: At a wedding, there is
much activity -eating, talking, danc-
ing, merry-making, music, photo-
graphs -butall of it is utterly meaning-
less, even grotesque, if one man does
not say to one woman, Harei at
mekudeshes li! With that expression of
utter commitment, all else makes sense;
without it, everything else is chaos -
and crazy.

Suchisthenatureoftheworld.Itisa
complex, dynamic, diverse, pulsating
place. All of it, all of life, makes sense if
atthecenter of it - the center thatyouas
an individual occupy there is a power-
ful, unshakablecommitmentto Hashem;
in the words of Hosea, ve'erastikh li
le‘olam... a betrothal, as it were, to the
Almighty Himself and to His Torah.
Without it, however, all the pieces do
not add up; all is madness - likea wed-
ding party without a bride and groom.

Itis worth pondering this lesson as
webeginanew school year. Rosh Has-
hanah is a time to step back and eval-

uate what and why we are doing. Ye-
shivais a demandingand challenging
experience - Torah and Madda, each
on the highest level. But why subject
yourself tothis?Just togetinto a better
graduate school - or better job - or pla-
cate parents or friends - or without
giving any real thought to the ques-
tion?

Such answers are inadequate, even
demeaning. Thecentral theme of ourlife
at Yeshiva must be the ve'erastikh li
le‘olam that animates and vitalizes our
talmud Torah and our academic work.
Theremustbeacommitment to Hashem,
to consecrating all we do - our college
work and extra-curricular activities, as
well as our Torah studies - to the ulti-
matepurposefor whichweare placedin
the world. Without that spiritual core,
all else appears disconnected and frag-
mented, incohesive and even incoher-
ent.

loftenrue theway toomany students
come into college with one overwhelm-
ing ambition -toget out as fast as possi-
bleintothe “real world.” Thatso-called
realworld maynotbeso “real” afterall,
not if it lacks coherence and doesn’t
maketoomuchsense. So, stay thecourse
at Yeshiva, “eat” and “drink” - con-
sume theleamning and guidance, drink
from the well of Torah and the fountain
of knowledge - knowing that as you
integrate your lives here, you will be
better prepared tolead meaningfuland
fulfilling lives later on.

May 5756 prove to be a stellar year
foreach of youand all of you. Enjoy the
wedding -and don’t forgettheharei at!

Norman Lamm
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The Commentator
would like to wish the

lentire YU community af

K tivah U’chitima Tovi

May vou all have a
successful year.

sl Message From the
Tl YCSC President

I am pleased to report that Orienta-
tion ‘95 was a smashing success due to
the outstanding work of our Orienta-

tion Committee and especially its chair-

man ,-Jason Buskin. Jason, last year’s

-Sophomore Class President, isa student

leader who brings exceptional commit-
ment and ability to all he undertakes.
Our Shabbosat Yeshiva program is
inhigh gear. Qur first Shabbosbrought
330 students together, a: number un-
paralleled in our college s long histo-
ry. Iwouldbe remgiss not to single out
thestudeft waltérs fortheir extaordi-
nary serv&ée and long hours of work.

Welook forfvard to thei%pmm?r@SOY

Shabbog at Yeshiva t. }5516 and
encourage all 'YC tudents’who are
able to participate. :

Our wonderful beginning also in-
cluded incredibly successful events at
Sports.World and Yankee Stadlum in-
cludmg htndreds of YC and Sterri 'Col-
lege students. Mark Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19th (starting at 10:30 FM) on your

calendar. Attend a gala student get to-
gether at the Schottenstein Center, 3rd
floor lounge. Plenty of (free) food and
entertainmentwill surelymake thisanight
toremernber.

Administration support for all that
YCSC is trying to accomplish has been
awesome. Our sincere gratitude goes to
Dr. Efrem Nulman, Dean of Students,
Rabbi ]effre_y_ Chaitoff, Assistant Deanof |
Students, Mr. Jeffrey Rosengarten, Direc™
torof Supporting Service Administration,
Mr. Jacob Lieberman, Associate Director
of Foocf*Semcezﬁ
A$oc1ateDnreétqr
ment ¥

Mybestwishestoall ofyou,my fellow
students, for a Kesivah V'Chasima Tova
and may we be zocheh to merit positive
changes in Ere}tz Yisroel, in our Yeshiva,.
and inour personAl lives in‘the* coming
year.

Josh Fine
+ YCSC President ‘95-'96
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The newly referbished lounge, located in the basement of Morgenstem Hall

New Lounges Open
in Morg and Muss

BY SHAMIJACOBS

Residents of Morgenstern and Muss
Halls are the beneficiaries of two brand
newstudentlounges following summer
renovationsin Morg basementand Klein
Hall Fitted withindustrial carpeting and
assorted lounge chairs and tables, the
lounges are being heralded as crucial
innovations in buildings that offer little
space for relaxation, socializing, and
studying. Their use, however, has not
beenheavyin the first weeks of the semes-
ter.

The importance of lounges was
stressed last year by then-YCSC Presi-
dent Daniel Billig. Current YCSC Presi-
dentJoshFineexplains that “the library
closed at 1 a.m. last year, and there was
a feeling that students needed a quiet
place to study at all hours.” However,
attendance in the new Morg lounge has

been extremely sparse because security.:

officers have been instructed to lock its
doors at 1 a.m. Fine views this action as
precluding the very purpose of the
lounge’s existence, and is working with
the Security Officetolengthenitshours of
use. The third-floor lounge in the Schot-
tenstein Center, although open at all
hours of the night, has fallenintoa state
of disuse and is not viewed as a viable

lounge option in the eyes of many stu-
dents, who citeits inconvenient location
asa deterrent.

Floorlounges under discussion

Thefateof thesmallerfloorloungesin
Morg is not yet certain. Since theenroll-
ment explosionin past years, the dormi-
tory administration has continually
sought to put students in these rooms.
Although Fine acknowledges the short-
age problem, hebelieves that converting
the lounges would be a mere cosmetic
cover for amuchdeeper wound. Hefeels
it is a huge problem which must be ad-
dressed immediately, and should notbe
pushed off by cramping or skimping on
necessary facilities.

“There is no way our student loung-
es will be taken away from us,” Fine
stated confidently. Fine has forwarded
a proposal tothe Student Life Commit-
tee outlining a plan to renovate each
floor lounge. Fine attributes the fact
that the floor lounges are only lightly
used now to their shabby furnitureand
unwelcoming appearance. Renovation
plans include installingnew furniturein
alltheloungesbeingrenovated,including
sofasand tables. Y Ubenefactorshavepar-
tially, if nottotally, covered theexpensesfor
therenovations.

Police Arrest Local Dealer

By MARK POSNER

On Tuesday August 28th, Police
arresteda manon the YU campus sus-
pected of peddlinga variety of narcot-
ics in the Washington Heights area.

Officers of the thirty-fourth pre-
cinct apprehended the suspected
drug dealer in front of Belfer Hall,
ending alongchase thatbegansever-
al blocks east of the campus. Director
of Campus Security Donald Sommers

explained that the policebelieved the
suspect had disposed of a suspicious '
substanceon thelawnin front of theMax

Stern AthleticCenter. Howeveranensu- 3

ingsearch uncovered noillegal substanc-
es.

Even though the incident conspired
oncampus, students are not alarmed, “I
think thelevel of security hereis at such
a high level that one isolated incident
doesn’taffect thecampusor thestudents,”
said freshman Jack Cate.
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Hospitality Program

BY DAvVID S. GREENBERG

While thethrust of the first weeks of
the Fall semester has been to increase
theamountof participants in YU Shab-
bos programs, a differentprogramis in

: the works involving the placement of
5 students off campus for Shabbosim

throughout theyear. IBCPresidentRich-
ie Grossman has founded a “Hospital-
ity Shabbos” program,in which out-of-
town students will spend Shabbos at
the homes of students who live in the
New York area.

Grossman notes that theprogramwill
give “out-of-towners” the chance to feel
athomeonShabbos. During thesummer,
when plans were being drawn up for
“Shabbos in Yeshiva,” Grossman, a
Brooklyn resident, in conjunction with
JSSPresident David Merklin, developed
aprogram which would enable students
to meet other students and at the same
time enjoy ahome-made Shabbos.

AccordingtoGrossman theprogram

is not just for the students who need a
place to go for Shabbos, rather “the pro-
gram will give an opportunity for stu-
dents, rebbeim and faculty members to
open up their homes and meet YU stu-

dents off campus in a relaxed environ-

ment.”

Hospitality Shabbos will work simi-
lar to aShabbosin Yeshiva. By Wednes-
day, prospectiveguestsand hostswillbe
required to submit their names to the
program coordinator, Jay Koffsky, and
withinaday,Shabbosarrangementswill
be made. “It's a greatidea” says sopho-
moreYehudaSheinfeld of Chicago. “New
Yorkisalongway from Chicago, and its
comforting toknow though thatShabbos
can feel like it does at home.”

Rightnow the program is inits early
stages, but Grossman would like to see
things movingrightafter Succot. Hospi-
tality Shabbos, whichis co-sponsored by
BMP and JSS, islooking for the students
whowishtogo away for Shabbos as well
as hosts.
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Course Catalog Arrives
After Two Year Delay

BY ARIEL KONSTANTYN

Anupdated version of the YU under-
graduatecourse catalogincluding infor-
mation about courses, majors, and re-
quirements was finally made available
this fall. Thelast course catalog printed
by YU appeared in 1991 and expired in
1993.

Over the past two years a dearth of
proper information has frustrated stu-
dents who plan their schedules for both
school semesters and summer sessions.
FormerYCdean Dr. Norman Rosenfeld,
currently amathematics professor, who
assumed responsibility for editing the
catalog, touted theorganizational differ-
ences between the 1991 and 1995 ver-
sions;themajor and minorrequirements
were delineated under the department
headings, immediately preceding the
course listings, allowing a more conve-
nient perusal and a reduction
in“flipping.”

However, manystudents were unable
to find significant changes between the
oldand newcatalogs. “Theonlyinnova-
tionsseemed tobefreshangles of Daniel
Loew and ChaimMotzen,” notedone YC
student. YC senior Daniel Herrmann
questions that “for a minor organiza-
tional convenience, why the two year
delay?”

Rosenfeld was charged with editing
the catalog in October 1994 after the
previous editor had lefthis position that
August. Heexcused thecatalog’s failure
to publish before it expired in the fall
1993 because of the confusion amidst the
changeintheofficeofthe Vice President

for Academic Affairs. After Rosenfeld as-
sumed his position it was predicted by
both Burt Jacobson, Deputy Director of
Public Relations and Vice President for
Academic Affairs Dr.William Schwartz
that the project would be completed by
the commencement of the Spring 1995
semester.Indeed, Rosenfeld said hewas
notrewriting the textbutrather “editing
the contents due to time constraints.”
However, its publication was delayed
anothersemester.

Theadditional delay further frustrat-
ed students for even the outdated cata-
logs since September 1994 were unavail-
able; theRegistrar’s Officehad only pos-
sessedonecopy. Rosenfeld downplayed
the problem, claiming that students con-
sulting academic advisors were given
up-to-date information about require-
ments, although, “had there been suffi-
cientoldcopies, together withthememos
onnew courses, there should have been
nomajor problem for students.”

SCW Displeased

The new catalog additionally upset
elementsatSCW overtheminorcover-
age of the women'’s schools. Publica-
tionofaseparate SCW catalog hasbeen
suggested for 1997. SCW Dean Karen
Baconremarked, “I'vebeenasupporter
of the idea. It would be nice for the
women to have a more accessible cata-
log fornew students.” Shecited that the
“women’s sections get lost” among the
sections on YC, BMP, IBC, MYP, and
JSS. Shestated that the decision will be
madebased onits cost-effectivenessand
feasibility.

BYDANIEI.RUIIIN

Shabbos ever to be co-sponsored by all
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Phota: Debra Bielory

conduct Shabbatonim at YU this year.

YC and SCW students ehjoy a New York Yankees game to end Orientation ‘95

YU kicks Off Year With

Unprecedented Success

BY].D. SHULMAN

With an expanded Orientation pro-
gramand record numbers turning out to
inauguralevents, YU officially kicked off
the 1995-1996 academic year.

Thegoalofthis year’s Orientationpro-
gram was “to do the most we could to
makethestudentbody partofa whole, ...
tomakethemfeel welcome,” said Chair-
man of Orientation Jason Buskin, who
worked closely with the administration
to coordinate the events. To thatend, T-
shirts emblazoned with the words “Ye-
shiva University” and “Orientation "95"
in red, orange, yellow, and blue were
distributed to allincomingstudents. And
to cater to incoming students’ spiritual
needs, pocket-sized Mincha/Ma’ariv
booklets were also handed out. Buskin
credited his staff for the success of the
program.

Thelength of the orientation program
wasincreased from twotothreedays,and
itincluded atripledbyDr. JeffreyGurock
around “Jewish New York,” as well as a
tripto “Sportsworld” onthenightbefore
school began attended by over 100 peo-
ple.OnThursday night, August 31, about
175 students from the uptown and mid-
towncampuses gatheredin the Bronx for
acomplimentary Yankee game.

YCSC President Josh Fine noted the
“incredible planning, devotion, and ef-

Guide Out in

fort” of the Orientation staff, and was
pleased with the response from the stu-
dentstotheevents. “Every studentcoun-
cil sponsored some part of the program
and was constantly in communication
throughout,” he said. But perhaps the
greatest and most surprising success of
theweekwastheShabbat program. Draw-
ing approximately 330 students with a
large variety of Shiurim and Finesaid he
wasimpressed by the”spectacular” turn-
out.

Students’ response to the Orientation
shabbosweresimilarlypositive. YC Soph-
omore Simon Gelman, who also worked
asawaiter, appreciated that “everybody
[ate] together,” and YC SophomoreMicah
Greenland was “surprised and im-
pressed...[rating] thezemirosand tishon
a level of any Israeli yeshiva.” Sy Syms
Sophomore Adi Krohn felt the program
was “very good, and enjoyable to hear all
the Rabbeim speak.”

There were those who were dissatis-
fied, however. Many felt that threedays
was toolonga period for orientation, and
thattherecould havebeenmoreprogram-
ming to fill the time gaps. YC Freshman
JeffreyKatzfound there “weren’tasmany
opportunities tobecome acquainted with
the school as there could have been.”
Others, like YC Sophomore Gavin Wes-
terman, found thatshabboshere”couldn’t
compare to an Israeli shabbos.”

Record Time

Student Directory

BY DANIELHERRMANN

Thefirsthalfof this year’s Guide to the
Perplexed was distributed on the second
day of classes. Tireless efforts over the
summer by theGuide staff allowed forthe
earlypublicationof the YU fixturewhich,
although it does not yet contain student
phone numbers, provides useful infor-
mation about YU offices, and New York
City navigationincluding entertainment
and diningsections. The Guide staff plans
to collect and print the phone numbers
separately, and have them, distributed
by theend of October.

The 1995-1996 Guide to tite Perplexed
has changed in several ways. Most no-
ticeably, the Guide hasbeen published in
loose-leaf format, as it was three years
ago. This format, while being more con-
venient, will also facilitate the insertion
of thestudent phone numbers withrela-

to Follow Shortly

tivease. Other enhancements include
priceranges forrestaurants, locations of
basketball and chess pick-up gamesand
community service opportunities. Ac-
cording to Guide editor-in-chief Debra
Bielory, she had sought to produce a
Guide “more comprehensive and user-
friendly, and something that students
would want to use.”

Studentsreacted in varied waystothe
currentdiluted version of theGuide. Some
lauded the staff’s dedication and point-
ed out the importance of even this basic
information.

“Asan out of towner] am grateful that
the new Guide is out. It contains a lot of
helpful information,” said Atlanta na-
tive Jay Koffsky.

SeniorYonatan Joshua, however, not-
ed that “While it's impressive that the
Guide came out so early, it's basically
useless without the phone numbers.”
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After Long Wait, Stern Women
Get New Residence Hall

BY ARNON STORFER

After years of complaints about over-
crowding at SCW's Brookdale Hall, Ye-
shiva University has purchased a new
housing facility forundergraduates.

The building was purchased by the
University forapproximately $4 million
and will become the Schottenstein Resi-
dence Hall, named for the family which
made a large donation in 1991 for this
purpose. The facility boasts about one-
hundred and seventy single occupancy
rooms, as well as a large dining room,
solarium, lounges, laundry facilities,and
aroof garden. Additionally, millionaire
philanthropistMrs. BilliIvrihasverbally
committed todonating $1 milliontocon-
vert the spacious front lobby into a Beit-
Midrash. The remainder of the funds for
theresidence will besought through the
ongoing SCW fundraising campaign.

The building - located on East 29th
Street, justseveral blocks fromtheschool

building, is the culmination of an inten-
sive search that lasted over five years.
The search was conducted by the Board
of Directors of Stern College for Women,
chaired by real-estate mogul David Yag-
ota. The Board of Trustees of Yeshiva
University and Stern College, and the
Student Life Committee of Stern College
werealso involved in thesearch process.
According to the searchcommittee, sev-
eral buildings were examined seriously,

including one currently owned by the
New YorkUniversityMedical Centernear =
1st Avenue, before thedecisionwasmade & E

tobuy the 29th streetlocation.

The eight-story building was origi-
nally owned by the Vanderbilt Family
whosubsequently donated thebuilding
to serve as an old-age residence. Most
recentlyithas been owned by the Salva-
tion Army and functioned mostly as a
femaleresidenceforNew York Universi-
tystudents. Althoughtheuniversity was
originally concerned that thecurrentten-

Spacious lounge located on lobby level of new womens’ dormitory, on East 29th Street

i@hz Commentator
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T new womens’ dormitory, Schottenstein Residence Hall, also boasts a fully outfitted

g

industrial kitchen

ants could putawrinklein their plansto
buy the building, they were eventually
able to relocate each of the tenants into
mutually acceptable housing,.

Theadministration of Stern Collegeis
excitedaboutthenew facility. SCW dean
Karen Bacon recalls that after seeing the
building for the first time, she thought,
“Thisis for us.” Baconexplained thatthe
additionof theSchottenstein dormitory
createsa greater variety ofaccommoda-
tionsforstudentstochoosefrom;achoice
that is currently available in many uni-
versities. Yeshiva College dean of stu-
dents Efrem Nulmanstressed the active
role the student body at SCW took and
continues to take in the decision and
planning processes of thenew building.
Nulman noted that on atleast two occa-
sions members of the Student Life com-
mitteeaccompanied BoardMemberson
tours of prospective housing facilities.
Nulman was quick to add that “the stu-
dentslikedit,” and that “the inputofthe
studentswas thekey pointon theacqui-
sition of that particular location.”

The four Stern students who were in-
vited to see the inside of the building
before its purchase were favorably im-

pressed. Junior class President Debra
Bielory said that the building “needed
some work, but had potential.” Bielory
added that she was satisfied with the
amount of input that the students had in
the process of the purchase of the build-
ing. Theonenegative thatshementioned
wasthatthe elevatorservice wasdismal.
AlthoughsomeSCW women werein-
vigorated at the thought of anew dormi-
tory, one expressed reservations about
the prospects of living in a single-occu-
pancy room. As one student stated, “It
mightbelonely.I'd havetoseeitbeforel
madeadecision.” Bielory, however, said
thatthe morematurejuniors and seniors
would appreciatethe privacy, especially
whenstudying for MCATSor LSATS.
Withtheopening of thedormitoryslat-
ed for Fall 1996, the question of who will
resideintheSchottensteinResidence Hall
has yet to be determined. According to
Nulman, “All decisions about who will
bechosentolive there,as wellaswhatwill
be putintothebuilding, willbe madeby
theStudent Life Committee consisting of
students and administration.” The Stu-
dentLife Committeeisscheduledtomeet
immediately following Sukkot.
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Workers Accuse Facilities
Management of Mistreatment

BYSTEVEN MIODOWNIK

Union 1199 is complaining that mem-
bers of its maintenanceand housekeeping
divisions have been ordered to perform
variousservices,suchaspaintand carpen-
try jobsand telephone repairs, at the 34th
precinct police station located several
blocks off campus. The workers arealleg-
ingthat Associate Director of FacilitiesMan-
agement Jeffrey Socol has offered the ser-
vices of the union laborers for several
monthstothepoliceinreturnforincreased
police presence on the Main Campus.

The workers maintain that they have
not received the proper training to work
within the dangerous environs of a bus-
tling police station and it is unfair to send
themoffcampus, espedially whentheNew
York City Police Department has its own
divisionof repairmen. But their moreseri-
ousconcemslayinthereactionfromneigh-
borhood drug dealers, who view anyone
workingalongsidepolice officersasa pos-
sible“rat” or“snitcher.” Already YU work-
ers have been approached demanding an
explanation, illustrating the tension inher-
ent in acommunity shattered by the drug
culture.

Thelastunionmembers tobe mvolved
in police station work were Migel Feraro
and Al Martinez, two maintenance per-
sonnel who were sent by Socol to the pre-
cinctforsome telephone worklastMay 10.
Onalunchbreak, thetwowereridingwith
anofficer back to theMain Campus when
thesquad car they wereinwas struckbya
gypsycaboneblockfromthestation. Fera-
ro, who sustained minor injuries, was in-
structedbytheofficertoneverrevealhewas
inthe car. Similarly, Socol refused to sign

Feraro’saccidentreport.

Whilethe dispatching ofunionworkers
has not continued this semester, mainte-
nance and housekeeping personnel are
still bitter about theexceptional freedoms
policeofficersoncampusaregranted. These
freedomsincludecompleteaccesstomain-
tenance shops and supply rooms, work-
ers’ showers, andsometimeskitchenareas
and cafeteria food. Although unionwork-
ersareadmittedlypleased toenjoy theextra
protectionofhavingpoliceofficersoncam-
pus,someresentmentexistsbecause of the
perception of invasion of privacy.

Accordingto Berta Silver, Union Coor-
dinator for 1199, the union is considering
staging a street protest either on the Main
Campus or at the 34th precinct station to
ensure that the practice of sending YU
workersdoesnotcontinue. Inaddition, the
assistance of neighborhood city council-
menhasbeensought.

Laborviolations

Thepoliceprecinct’s problemscoincide
witha differentkind ofdramathathasbeen
playedoutinthecourtroomfor the pasttwo
years, underscoring the labor difficulties
withwhichFacilittesManagementhasbeen
plagued by forsometime. InJune, YUlost
itsfinalappealinits struggle toovertuma
minor violation of the National Labor Re-
lations Act dating back to July 1993. YU
settled and tumed over to the union the
document it had refused to disclose: a list
of workers who wereworking oncampus
duringanofficial “closureday,” whichthe
union could have used to file a grievance
against YU. Now, Berta Silver affirms the
information as being useless because it is
too late to commence such legal maneu-
vers.

Masmid ‘96 Starts Strong

BYJACOB GOLDBERG

Despite ending their undergraduate
careers nearly sixteen months ago, the
graduating class of 1994 remains with-
out the trophy their academic achieve-
ment - their yearbook.

Masmid ‘94 was slated for publica-
tion by late fall of 1994, but has yet to
make its appearance.

" According to Associate Editor Jeff Wild

“[The yearbook] is done; it’s justa ques-
tion of gathering addresses and getting it
out.” He blamesthedelay on thelack of
student participation.

Editor-in-chief Michale Glass ex-
plains that the burden of responsibility
was carried by only two people besides
himself: Wild and Ethan Wasserman.

And because both he and Wild started
law school the year after graduation, the
yearbok was understandably delayed.
He assures former classmates they will
receivethereyearbookswithina month.

The graduating class of 1996 need not
worry, acéording to YCSC president
Joshua Fine. Fine guarantees that Mas-
mid "96 will surface by September 1996.
Heexplains thatearlyinvolvementinthe

yearbookandadvanced téchnology,(the | * -

yearbook thisyear willbecomputerized),
are two conditions that will facilitate ac-
complishing this goal.

The editors-in-chief for Masmid ‘96
will be Ely Kronenberg and Yehuda
Jacoby, and Fine has every confidence
thattheywillhave the yearbook outon
time.

YU Hebrew Language Workshop

BYMICHAEL]. BELGRADE

In an attempt to help improve stu-
dents’ Hebrew skills, YU is inaugurat-
ing a new "Hebrew Lab” designed to

assistin problems ranging from under-
standing Rashi tolearning proper gram-
matical Hebrew. Thelab will beheaded
. by Hebrew teacher Malka Daneshevsky.

Although the workshop is part of the
curriculumforJSSstudents it willalsobe
available to all students who feel their
Hebrew skillscouldbestrengthened. The
lab will employ one-on-one tutoring as
well as provide an informal means of

learning, such as creative software. And
like a similar program on the English
department, the Writing Center, those
students already proficient in the lan-
guage will be hired as tutors.

The Hebrew lab was initiated by
the President Lamm’s Task force on Ex-
cellence. Accordingto RabbiShmidman,
Dean of Jewish Studies, “Hebrewis diffi-
cultforall thestudents,evenpeoplewho
came fromyeshivas.”

Whilethelabis temporarily beingheld

in Room 305 in Furst Hall, Shmidman’
hopes to have a permanent location in

the future.

New owner of Time Out Pizza, Shalom Zabib

Time Out;: Owner Substitution

ByCHaimMLAzAr

Rollie is gone.

Theowner of Time Out Pizza sold his
popular dining spot this past summer to
Shalom Zabib. The Israeli-born Rollie,
whose real name is Israel Smuelevitz,
departs after five years of serving pizza
with flair.

Zabib is eager to make the transition
as seamless as possible. In the tradition
of his predecessor, he has promised a
variety of specials. He is even consider-
ing a special promotion which would
award a free slice of pizza to students
who excel on their Hebrew exams.

And, like Rollie, he emphasizes
thatno student leaves therestaurant
hungry.

“What does that mean?” you might
ask, “what if don’t have enough mon-
ey?” he said.

“ Well, pay later.”

Insomeways, Zabib seeks toimprove
onRollie’s tenure. The washing area, for
example, is equipped with a new bath-
room and ceiling.

But some are feeling adverse effects
fromthe change. Florence Kahn, theeld-
erly lady that helped clean Time Out
under Rollie, was laid off when the res-
taurant switched hands. Kahn voiced
anger atthemove, but Zabib insisted that
she was unable to cope with the mad
rush of students during peak hours.

Under Zabib, Time Out will keep its
name and may consider selling hats
and T-shirts with the identical logo.
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A Sentence to Muss

By DanNieL Lowe

Waiting on line for their dorm assign-
ments, new students stand shaking in
fear of hearing the words “Muss Hall”
sentenced in their direction. Over the
years Muss dormitory has developed a
reputation; one ofamore horrific nature.
Therefore most studentsenter YU witha
bit of advice - avoid Muss at all costs.

Studentsin the dormitory point to the
dorm’srelativeantiquity and limited ac-
cess to both campus buildings and class-
roomsascause for discontentment. Oth-
er disgruntled “Muss-ers” cite inherent
difficulties in dorm traffic-flow, specifi-
cally the tediousmaneuvering necessary
to navigate throughhorded M.T.A. hall-
waysand its often senior-infested eleva-
tor. Another problem experienced by
Muss-ers, particularly endured by those
on the south side of the building, is the
high-intensity sound pollution emanat-
ing fromneighboringhomesand stereos,
often less than 20 feet away.

But perhaps most discontent can be
attributed to the neglect Muss residents
feel by the modern facilities contained
within theother dormitories, whichboast
expansive, co-ed lounges which host
game rooms and various social gather-
ings such as engagement parties and
Monday Night football. Added appeal
and attention is given to the Rubin dor-
mitory throughtheMSACgym, the Got-
tesman pool, the Furman Dining Hall,
not to mention the impeccable Danciger

_Quadrangle.

Though its address may not provoke
many of the glamorousimagesassociat-
ed withritzier locations on Rodeo, Cen-
tral Park West, or even R'chov Mea Shea-
rim, Muss Hall is a second home to over
240YU students, and is one of only three
dormitories on the Main campus. Once
known as the RIETS dormitory in the
campus’s infancy, Muss was joined in
1950and 1967by the Rubinand Morgen-
stern dormitories respectively, which
gradually pulled many students away

fromMusstothemore contemporarylodg-
ing down the block.

Rabbi Joshua Cheifitz, director of Res-
idenceHalls, claims that the undergrad-
uates greatestknock on Muss was that it
was a “semicha dorm,” since an entire
floor was devoted tohousing RIETS stu-
dents. Because the RIETS students are
now living in the apartments Cheifitz
believes that this stigma has dissipated
and thatMusswillhousea more heterog-
enous group of students. Cheifitz also
noted that thisyearhhehashad the fewest
requests from studentsto transfer out of
Muss dormitory; currently, the transfer
requests have been thus far limited to
two. Rabbi Cheifitz attributes the in-
creasing satisfactionin parttothenewly
installed windowswhichgreatlyreduce
thesound pollution emanating fromthe
adjacentstreetsand apartments of local
Washington Height's residents.

Thoughlackinginmany of the up-to-
date resources of the other dormitories,
advocates of Mussarequick to point out

that despite thegrowing modernityand - [

rapid developmentoftheMain Campus,
thespiritual symbol and intellectual cen-
ter of the Yeshiva, the Beit Midrash, has
remained faithfultoTanenbaumHall, the
buildinglying perpendicularlyadjacent
to Muss. In fact, it is this accessibility to
the Beit Midrash which oftenencourages
many students torequest Muss.

Wes Kalmer, a three-year resident of
Muss and current head dorm counselor
believesthat this year will prove tobe an
exciting year for Muss, with both the
planned introduction of carpeting to
Musshallways, aswellastheadditionof
astudy hall and social room on the sec-
ond floor. Kalmer also feels that many
unique activities such as a dormitory
Ongei Shabbat, Channukah chagiga, and
agiftforthejanitor areall special events
oftenneglected atthe otherdormitories,
yetare highly characteristicof Mussand
itsremarkably homogeneouschevrayear
afteryear.
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The Shiur
By JonaTHAN FROGEL

Every year over 400 students of the
Mazer Yeshiva Program are assigned
to twenty different shiurim. While this
process would be impossible without
the incredible organizational skills of
MYP dean Rabbi Zevulun Charlop, for
the most part, students voluntarily
choose theirownshiurim. Abroadspec-
trum of factors influence the decisions
made by the bachurim. As Ezra Berry,
YC senior, posits, “It is impossible to
pin down the precise dynamics in-
volved in a shiur decision because of
the myriad of variables that must be
considered.”

While Berry’s contention is certain-
lytrue,somesweeping generalities can
be made. Some shiurim draw most of
their bachurim froma single Israeli Ye-
shiva. RavRosensweig’sshiurisa fine
exampleofararevariation of thistheme,
the binary system. The shiur contains
aglutofboth Gush and Sha’alvim alum-
ni and almost no one educated outside
of these yeshivot. How did these ho-
mogenouspockets of studentsfirstde-
velop in these particular shiurim? Itis

difficult to say. However, once these
precedents were set, the cohesive ef-
fect (namely, the tendency of people
who attended the same Israeli Yeshi-
vot to stick together) was set into
motion and the tradition was main-
tained.

Most shiurim, however, define such
categorization. They containapotpour-

ri of students with a variety of back-
grounds. Rabbi Bronspiegel’s shiur,
the undisputed enrollmentchampion,
is the most diverse, with studentsrep-
resenting almost the entire range of
American yeshivot in Israel. Rabbi
Bronspiegel’s popularity transcends -
yeshivalines. ShmuelFarkas,a second
yearstudentin the shiur, observed that,
“Rav Bronspiegel’s burgeoning popu-
larity seemsto sell with each and every
controversy confronted by the Yeshi-
va.” With last year’s Wurzweiler and
Hamevaser fiascoes, the shiur’s enroll-
ment hasexploded toanincredible 130
students.

Some students spend the early part
of the year sampling various shiurim
before making decisions. Onesuchstu-
dent, who asked to havehis anonymity
protected, described his schedule; “On
Sunday I attend Rav Tendler’s shiur,
on Tuesday Rav Parnes, and on
Wednesday Rav Kahn.”"

Others find their place immediately.
Barry Habib, a third year member of
Rav Reichman’s shiur, comments,
“When first arrived at YU, an upper
classmanrecommended thatItry Rav
Reichman’sshiur. Afteroneday,itwas
clear to me that Rabbi Reichman es-
pousedidealsthat] wanted tointernal-
izeand emulate. I've been in his shiur
eversince.” Noteveryonecanhave the
good fortune of a Barry Habib, but the
diversity of the MYP program ensures
that there is a shiur for anyone who
takes the time to find it.
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Students Randomly Fined
for Messy Rooms

Russian Jewish children Iearn to wind tzizis just outstde the city of YaIta Crimea

YU Students Travel to
Former Soviet Union

YUSSR; The Virtues of a Summer Experience

ByApaMN. BERKOWITZ

Whether working on WallStreet orat
CampMorasha,thesummerexperience
provestobeinvigorating - guaranteeing
everyone a sound mind and body for
schoolinSeptember. Ahandfulof Yeshi-
va College students chose to spend their
summer break on YUSSR, an outreach
programin Russia designed to teach the
country’s Jews about their almost forgot-
tenculture.

YUSSR, a student run and student

~ funded organization of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, sends 12 Jewish college students
eachyeartocampslocated in Bellarussia
and the present day Ukraine. Thecamps
house approximately 100 Russian Jew-
ish kids between the ages of 12 and 17,
and consist of programsdesigned toen-
gender asense of Jewish identity within
each participant. Many of the kids have
hadlittleornoexposuretoJudaism; thus
the three week experience often repre-
sentsthechild’s firstencounter with Jew-
ish culture.

The YUSSR counselorsamalgamated
a program that combined both classic
discussion of fundamental Jewish con-
cepts and cultural activities such as sing-
ing and dancing. This approach lead to
the creation of “theme days” - wherein
one part1cular]ew1sh theme, such as Pe-
sach orShabbat, was promoted through-
out the day in the form of various pro-
grams.

Though the often discernable lan-
guage barrier was anticipated to be a

" complication, it proved tobe only aminor
stumbling block as counselors wereable
to form intimate relationships with the
kids themselves. “Obviously we (the
counselors) became much closer withthe
kids who had a greater knowledge of
English, since wewereabletocreatespon-
taneous conversation, which proved to
beaveryinfluentialtool fortheprogram,”
one counselor said. “But we found that
we were able to create some form of per-
sonal relationship with each and every
kid, no matter what his knowledge of
English was.”

A serious problem was the level of
Jewish ignorance exhibited by the Rus-
sians, due to anti-semitic propaganda
and revisionism that has been so preva-

lent in Russia for the last few decades.
Most notable was the influence of “Jews
for Jesus” on the kids, as many often
expressed the sentiment that the Jews
had killed Jesus, and were, therefore, re-
sponsible for his death. Thus, itbecame
imperative thatcounselors firstdismem-
ber their false notions of Judaism, before
laying down the foundation for an hon-
est approach.

The kids also said that active anti-
semitism was rampant and was part of
their daily lives, even as non-practicing
Jews. “We tried to make the option of
moving to Israel or the United States a
reality,” said Shlomo Drazin, a counse-
lor in the Bellarussia camp, “because
Jewishlifehere in Russia is so non-exis-
tent.

Indeed, many of the kids have never
even seen kosher restaurants or syna-

gogues, mainly because so few of them

remain. Being Jewishnolongerremains
aplausible option for thembecause they

- have no support base to sustain them-

selves as practicing Jews. Infact, most of
thekids said that they intended tointer-
marry, not realizing how malign such
marriages are to the future of Russian
Jewry.

Despite such ominous factors, the
YUSSR program proved to be successful
in instilling Jewish pride and cultural
awareness within each participant.
Though most of the campers may never
experience another shabbat again, the
fond memories of this summer experi-
ence may be enough to compel them in
the future to find meaning within their
ancestral roots.

. The Yeshiva college students who
valiantly struggled to identify thesekids
with their forgotten tradition, most felt
that the experience cultivated a new
sense of religious conviction and confi-
dence within their own faith. “The
responsibility of teaching others forced
us to be certain about our own faith in
god "

As a result, many of the counselors
expressed the sentiment that helping
theseJewsexplores atradition thatwould
otherwise be lost to them was an im-
mensely rewarding experience. “It was
the best summer of my life,” said one
counselor.
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In mid-June, the residents of approxi-
mately fifty rooms in Morgenstern and
RubinHalls receivedlettersfrom the Res-
idence Halls Office informing them that
theyhadincurred fines of fifty dollarseach
forabandoning theirroomsinadisorderly
state. Theinspectionofthe dormitory rooms
performed solely by Associate Director of
Facilities Management Jeffrey Socol had
angered students, parents,and dormitory
officialsfor its seemingly randomand un-
substantiated nature.

In late May, students in all three Main
Campusresidencehallswerewarned,ina
letter from the Residence Halls Office, that
theywouldbepenalizedfor failingtoclean
uptheirroomsbeforevacating them for the
summer break. Specifically, markings on
the walls and doors, massive piles of gar-
bage, and ruined furniture were not tobe
tolerated. Residence hall advisors were
instructed to reiterate the message to the
students on their floors.

Residentsoftheroomsthatweredeemed
unacceptableeachreceived lettersstating
that since it was impossible to determine
which roommate was responsible for the
mess, eachroommate would have to con-
tribute fifty dollars tocoveraonehundred
dollarcharge. However, moststudentswho
werefined claimed tohaveleft theirrooms
in extremelyv satisfactory condition and
declared theinspectionpainstakingly strict
and the fines unwarranted.

One student who described his sev-
enth-floor Morg room as “spotless” was
fined thefifty dollars, while another, who

characterized his sixth-floor room as “an
absolute and total disaster area” escaped
without penalty.

Graduationthreatened

Many irate students and parents who
immediately bombarded R. Joshua Cheif-
etz, Director of Residence Halls, upon re-
ceiptof theletter with demands of explana-
tion wererelieved of the charges. But com-
plicating matters was the fact that - as the
original notice had promised - Socol had
already submitted a list of the violators to
the Office of Student Finances, and fifty
dollarshadbeen tackedontothestudents’
accounts, effectively preventing gradua-
tion until the financial obligations would
bemet.Ittookmucheffortbythe Residence
Halls Office to clean up the accounts, re-
peatedly calling the finance office with
changes after each complaint had been
heard and each charge reversed. Several
students who did not call immediately
with convincing testimony did end up
paying the fines.

According tosources, theharried Res-
idenceHalls Officehasvowed, evenwith-
out thecoaxing of student leadership, to
ensure that the next inspection is execut-
ed in the presence of student leaders or
dormitory officials in order to prevent a
recurrence of June’s troubles. Onegroup
of students who seemtohavebeenspared
those troubles are last year’s residents of
Muss Hall, who were never subjected to
a rigid inspection because Muss was
utilized during the June semester by
participantsinthesummershiurimand
classes.

Yeshiva College Enrollment
Nears Capacity

BYEPHRAM LEIBTAG

Withnumbersrivaling thoseof thedraft-
dodgingdaysofthelate1960’s,enrollment
at Yeshiva College has reached its near
capacity. Injusttwo years the school has
grown froma comfortable838 studentsto
ajammed 1015. Dormitories are full,lead-
ingtothebanishmentof RIETSstudentsto
off-campusapartments. The BeitMidrash
ispacked,even “siderooms”are teeming
withtalmidimlooking foramekomot. And
the sight of students dragging chairs to
squeezeinside shiurim and classes is not
uncommon.

Why are so many students enrolling at
'YUnow,in1995? Arethereany new attrac-
tions?

“Big deal, so they just accepted ninety
percent of their applicants instead of sev-
enty-five,” remarked a cynical YC Junior,
“They needed a little more money so they
opened thefloodgatesandlet themallin.”
The underlying sentimentin such a com-
mentis thattheescalating numbers repre-
sent a lowering of standards, not an im-
provementin the academic quality or in-
creased recruiting efforts.

Butadministration membersinsist this
as being a gross misperception.

“Therehasnotbeenasacrificein quality
for quantity, infactweareattractingmore
quality students than ever before.” said
Michael Kranzler, associate director of
admissions. “With applications increas-

ing at asimilar rate YU hasbeenable tobe
moreselectiveintheiradmissions process

According toKranzler, the major factor
inthe increased numbers at YC /SSSB has
beentheintensified efforts by theoffice of
admissions to develop a connection with
students in Israel during the year(s) they
spend there priortobeginningcollege. With
nearly two-thirds of new students spend-
ing at least one year in Israel, the effort is
criticaltotheenrollmentboon. YUrabbeim
visit American and Hesder Yeshivot in
barrage-like fashion throughout the year
in hopes of winning over more students.

Kranzleralsopointsoutthe presenceof
increasingly popular YU-sponsored pro-
grams for Jewish high school students.

YUModel United Nations YUNMUN)
and the Red Sarachek National High
School Basketball Tournamentarejust two
oftheactivities whichhaveboostedthe YU
name in the eyes of these teenagers. The
activities also provide students with a
glimpse of YU students and its campus,
giving YU a headstart on other universi-
ties. '

Overthetwentyyears from1972t01992
YC enrollment has held steady. Enroll-
mentwavered slightly between 750 to 850
students. Thelastsseveral yearshaveseen
acontinuosrise, culminatingin this year’s
four-digitmark.Only timewill tell whether
YU cansustain this unprecedented growth.
For now, students should probably get
used tolugging chairs through the halls.
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h Syms School of lusmess

Message From the
SSSB President

Dear Students,

Iwouldlikebeginby thankingevery-
one involved in helping with orienta-
tionand getting this year off toasuccess-
ful start. I would also like to thank (as
I'msureyouwould) Joshua Levineand
everyone else involved, for making the
Caf Store accessible so early on in the
semester.

Now isavery busy and exciting time
in SSSB. With recruiting justunderway
for accounting majors, events got off to
a fast start with “Big Six Night” and
continued with a field trip and “Mid-
Size firm Night.” The student govern-
ment is also very busy working on the
Big Brother Program, the Tutorial Ser-

'me, Andrew Davidson, Avi Vogel, or

vice,an Alumni Program, anewspaper,
and numerous other ideas.

We are looking for students to help
with the aforementioned programs in
addition totheannual SSSBdinnerand
the Shabbaton. Theseeventsrequire a
greatamountoftimeand effort,butare
well worth it. Not only will this allow
you the chance to help your student
government, but it will enable you to
build your resume. If you need more
information please feel free to speak to

Bennett Schachter. We look forward to
an exciting new year.

SamWald
SSSBStudent Association President

Plans for SSSB
Newspaper in Progress

BY ANDREW DAVIDSON

Beginning this semester, SSSB stu-
dentsonboththeuptown and midtown
campuses willbe producing a quarterly,
full-lengthnewspapertocomplementthe
several business journals that are pub-
lished annually or bi-annually. The fo-
cus of the newspaper will be issues con-
cerning the business school and its stu-
dents,bothonand off campus. Thenews-
paperwillnotreplaceregular SSSBnews
and features appearing in The Commen-
tator.

According to Sam Wald, president of
the SSSB Student Association, the pa-
per will keep some of the focus of the
Business Review, last year’s SSSB year-
end publication, while establishing its
own identity and direction. Wald sees
a varied content in store for the new
publication: “On one level the paper
willhelp to providebusiness students
with a link to many of the parts of Sy
Syms that concern them.” Regular mes-

sages from the Accounting Society, In-
vestment Club, American Marketing
Association, and Joint Business Soci-
ety willenlighten students as to whatis
going on in the plethora of clubs. In

addition, updatesfromthe placement -

office, messages from the deans, and
extended features on issues and pro-
grams both within the business school
and outside it will appear in the paper.

We are targeting the middle of Octo-
ber, after Sukkot, forour firstissue,” says
Wald. Jason Buskin, SSSB accounting
majorhasassumed thepositionofeditor-
in-chief and the remainder of the staff is
being finalized.

“Already a significant amount of re-
search and writing has been accom-
plished. “Our goalis two to three issues
this semester and we'll go from there,”
explains Wald. SSSBstudentswhowere
toldaboutthe newspaperexpressedsat-
isfaction that they would have a new
source for intensive business-related
news.

Tuesday, September 12
8:00pm: SSSB Student Reception
Weissberg Commons

Wednesday, September 13
Last day to enter a new class with-
out permission.

Thursday, September 14
Club Hour: SSSB: Grad School Work-
shop

‘Sunday, September 24-Tuesday, Sep-

Tuesday, September 19 :

SSSB: AccountingInterviewsBegin
YCSC: 10:30pm: Schottenstein, 3rd Floor
Thursday, September 21

ClubHour: SSSB: Resume Workshop

tember 26
Rosh Hashana (Candle Lighting 6:32)
No Classes

Wednesday, September 27
Tzom Gedalia, no classes after 1:00pm

Syms School Adds Three
Professors Uptown

BY RAPHAEL GROSS

SSSBhasaddedthreeprofessorstoits
staffonthe Main Campus. Theseinstruc-
tors willbe taking over the course load of
Professor Dr.Moses Pavaas well as teach-
ing new sections tomeet therisein SSSB

~ enrollment. Dr. Pava,an accounting pro-

fessor, is on a sabbatical year in Israel.

Professor Leibowitz is teaching Prin-
ciplesof Finance, Intermediate Account-
ing,and Management Accounting. Lei-
bowitz has a Bachelor of Science from
Pennsylvania State University and has
beenaCPA since1975. Hehasworked as
a tax supervisor for Laventhal & Hor-
wath,asa controller with HerkimerMan-
agement Co., as an audit manager with
Coopers & Lybrand, and as a self-em-
ployed CPA. Professor Leibowitzis pur-
suing a Ph.D. at Columbia University
andiscurrently researchingtherelation-
shipbetweena firm’s profitability and its
marketvalue.

Professor Leibowitz had an earlier
stuntasanadjunctprofessorat YUwhen
he taught Accounting I, Accounting II,
and Auditing during the 1989-1990 aca-
demicyear. Hedescribes hisstudentsas
alert, receptive, and eager to participate.

Professor Cohn is teaching Account-

ing Iand Intermediate Accounting. He
has a Bachelor of Science degree from
Carnegie-Mellon University, a Masters
inEducation from the University of Mich-
igan, a Masters in Organizational Be-
havior from Case Western Reserve,and a
Ph.D. in Accounting from Baruch Col-
lege. Professor Cohn was also granted
smicha from the Mirrer Yeshiva. He is
currently writing a piece on Talmudic
Perspectivesin Accounting Ethics which
will soon be published. He intends to
incorporate a Torah approach into his
classesby combining the course material
with discussions on how religious Jews
should conduct themselves in the busi-
ness world.

Professor Avery Mehlmanisteaching
Legal & Ethical Environment of Busi-
ness. HeisaYUalumnuswithaBachelor
of Artsinbiology. Hegraduated Fordham
Law School wherehe was Editor-in-Chief
of the Fordham Law Journal. Addition-

. ally heclerkedforFederal JudgeLeonard

Wexler in Hauppague, L.I. Eastern Dis-
trict. Professor Mehlman is currently a
senior trial assistant D.A. in Brooklyn,
where he has been working for the last
fiveyears under Brooklyn D.A. Charles
Hynes. Hehas previouslytaught Biology
inMTA.
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Back in 1986 one man enthusmstl-, :
cally accepted a position as recreation- -
al supervxsorfor theyearold MaxStern
Athletic Center at Yeshiva Umver51ty. 4
Little did YU know then that theyhad -
just acqun'ed one_ofthe gre testhuman

Anyone Intereste I [ wm'km o on
the Yeshiva University National
Model United Nations,
Please call Owen Cyrulnik
at 795-7395
or Jonathan Heller
at 568-8994

Stuff Positions are available in
various comimitteess or in the
Resource Center.

pogell

JSS Rabbi Fights for a
Jewish Jersualem

BY EZRA TUCHMAN

RabbiMorris Gorelik, a former Pres-
ident of the Rabbinical Council of Amer-
icaand a popularrebbe at]SShas found-
ed a grass roots movement to fight for
the future of Jerusalem. The organiza-
tion, “Kulanu Yirushalmim” is de-
signed to counteract the deteriorating
political situationin Israel, which Rab-
bi Gorelik witnessed first-hand this
summer.

The upcoming year, 5757, marks the
3000th anniversary of the establishment
of Jerusalem as the capital of Eretz Isra-
el. Israelishave already begun to cele-
brate this momentous occasion with
festive activities in and about Jerusa-
lem. While the mood in Jerusalem is
certainlyjoyous, this joy has been tem-
pered by the latest round of terrorist
attacks and by anincreasing fear thata
unified Jerusalem may become the next
victim of the current peace-negotia-
tions.

According to Gorelick, the Rabin
Governmenthasonlypublicly assured
the status of Jerusalem as the unified
capital of Israel. However, Prime Min-
ister Rabin and Foreign Minister Peres
have privately expressed a willingness
todividethecityintotwoseparate Arab
and Israeli sectors. In such a case the
Arab sectors would be placed under
PLOcontroland would be patrolled by
a PLO trained police force.

Whenasked this past summertoclar-

ify his position on the status of Jerusa-

lem, Rabin is reported to haverespond-
ed, “Do you want Arabs living in Me’ah
She’arim? Why would you want tolive

in Arab village?” In addition, the liber-
al press, including such papers as
Ha'aretz and Davar, regularly berates
the settlers and callsonthegovernment
togranttothe Arabs what is rightfully
theirs — Eastern Jerusalem and the
Temple Mount.

Rabbi Gorelik has repeatedly
stressed that Kulanu Yirushalmim is
anapolitical movement, interested only
in preserving Jerusalem as the sacred
center of Eretz Israel: “This is not a
formal organization. Thereisnoboard,
no president; only committed individ-
ualsreaching outtothe Jewish commu-
nity.”

While the movement is still relative-
ly young, it has already enjoyed a good
deal of success. Membership both in
Israel and in North America is healthy
and growing quickly. The $18 per per-
son membership dues, which entitle
the member to a Jerusalem pin, have
produced enough funds to buy full-
page ads in the Jerusalem Post. In
addition, petitions demanding that
Rabin shelf any negotiated division
of Jerusalem have been circulated in
communities throughout both coun-
tries.

To Rabbi Gorelik the spread of the
movementbeyond the New York met-
ropolitan area is essential. As Rabbi
Gorelik explained, “New York rabbis
are labeled as Ayatollahs. We need
the support of out-of-towners. Their
voicescannotbeignored.” Aside from
out-of-town support, Rabbi Gorelik
has warmly welcomed the efforts of
non-Jews, many of whom have never
visited Jerusalem.

YU Libraries to Enter
Computer Age

BYNAcHUM LAMM

Studentsintimidated by thehundreds
of shelves of cards in the primitive card
catalogsystemscurrentlyinplacein YU’s
undergraduate libraries will soon have
their fears allayed, as the catalogs are
scheduled togoon-linein thenear future.

According to Dean of Libraries Pearl
Berger, well over half of the half-million
books in the Gottesman and Pollack li-
braries on the Main Campus, and in the
Stern College libraries in midtown have
beenbar-coded and catalogued forinclu-
sion in the new system, with more being
doneeveryday. The Albert Einstein Col-
legeofMedicineand CardozoLaw School
libraries already have computerized cat-

alogues, but portions of theundergradu-.
. atelibrarieshave tobecataloguedmboth
i ~English and Hebrew, requiring a more
' complexsystem. - ;i .~ an

»Most.of the approximately twenty
book-searching computers will be locat-
ed on the second and fifth floors of the
library, but one or two will be on each of
the other floors as well. These computers
will be able to perform the on-line tasks
thelibrary’s currentcomputers perform
as well.

- Other information thesystemwillpro-

Current computers in the Pollack Library

videincludesabook’slocation and avail-
ability, and thestatus ofa student’s own
account (there will be safeguards to en-
sure privacy). Finally, the entire catalog
and the individual accounts will be ac-
cessibletoany computer via the Internet.

The current method of checking out -
books will also be eliminated, as “light
pens” will read the book'’s bar code and
enter the book'’s status into the network,
eliminating the'need for cards.

AccordingtoBerger, it willtakesome
time after the system is set up for all the
books tobe entered into the catalog. There-
fore, the card catalog will be left out for
some time so students will be able to find
the uncataloged items. The setup of the
catalog area, however, will be altered to
make room for the computers.
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Fraternity Pledges to be a

‘Positive Force’ at YC
continued from page one

board. The fourth, Vice President Dov
Simons, leaves the question open.

“WhenTIhave all thefactsin frontof me
and!'vceheardbothsides of theargument,
then 1'll make up my mind, said Simons.

Atthe heartoftheemotional debateare
two competing views of the purposeand
goals of a fraternity on campus.

Membersof thefraternity contend that
thevvishtoexerta “positive forceat YU,”
in the words of a member requesting an-
onymity.

They cite possible upcoming events
like a Little League which would bring
together children from theneighborhood
and fraternity brothers, as well asa char-
ity eventforimpoverished childreninthe
WashingtonHeightsarea, tosupport their
argument.

Butcritics paintamuch darkerportrait
of the group and their plans.

Assistant Mashgiach Ruchani Rab-
bi Jeremy Wieder pointed out thatgiven
the notoriety achieved by fraternities
on many campuses he believes “it’s
inconsistent with the values of Juda-
ism. Hedonism and its cousins just
don’t fit,” he said.

Someadministrators wonder why fra-
ternity members cannot fulfill their altru-
istic desires through the existing struc-
tures.

“Work within the system, because the
systemis open toeverybody,” said Chai-
toff.

Fraternity brothers, however, assert
that their group is a necessary vehicle of
expression in a school where they feel
their voices are often muted.

“We want to be in the drivers seat,”
saidananonymous member. Finestressed
thatheunderstood the frustrationexperi-
enced by some students who are not in-
volved.

The main problem, he said, was that
their choice to join a national fraternity
casts doubt on the worthiness of their
motives. “If they wanted to forma group
called the ‘apartment guys,” as long as
they kept within the parameters of
Halacha, that would be fine. Butit's what
the frat symbolizes that’s the problem,”
he said.

Despite thecriticism, fraternitymem-
bersexpressconfidenceintheirability to
disprove all naysayers.

“It's wrong for them to associate it
[unsavoryandimmoralactivitieswithus

Students sworn into Alpha Epsilon Phi

because of their preconceived notions,”
said another undergraduate inductee.
“WhatIwould say to themis: Watch, see
what happens and then form an opin-
ion.”

To allow skeptics to develop anin-
formed opinion, Bagdadi said that stu-
dents will beinvited to “rush” - meaning
that potentialmemberscan participate in
fraternity events, and then decideif they
wishto “pledge,” orjoin, the fraternity.

Theissue, which somestudents see as
astark example of a trend of seculariza-
tionat YU, comes as the University faces
charges of religious hypocrisy inits pol-
icy on the gay club at Cardozo.

And in another parallel to the gay is-
sue,atleasttwomembersofthe YU Board
of Trusteeshave pledged contributions to
the YU chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi. On
thegayclubissue,criticschargethatYU’s
policy is influenced by the voices of the
institution’s secular donors.

Thefraternity debate hasnotyetboiled
overlikethegay club controversy. Infact,
Public Relations director David Rosen
said, thephoneshavebeenrelatively quiet.

“No one’s really talking about it,” he
said.

At least one YCSC member believes
that may soon change.

“The issue is more complex and de-
serving of attention than any discussion
of the gay club at YU,” said YCSC vice-
president Dov Simons.
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YU Web Site Not Yet
Open to Public

continued from page one

withsomeresistance. Personally, hebe-
lieves that there would be no harm in
placingcertainestablished publications
online, and he said that the trust that
University placesin the editors of these
publicationscurrentlyshould sufficeto
alleviate their fearsof whatwillbe pub-
lished. Rosenthal did agree, however,
thatitisimpractical, andevenirrespon-
sible, to allow each individual student
his or her own home page on the YU
server.Rosenthal seemed moreoptimis-
tic about the prospect of creating a sec-
ond, studentserver,sayingthatalthough
the two would be indistinguishable,
there would be a clear legal difference
that would help toassuage some mem-
bers of the administration.

Yeshiva College Student Council
PresidentFinealsotookissueswithad-
ministration on the Web policy. Fine
said, “It goes against our right to free-
domofspeech-Ireally thinkitis censor-

ship of Yeshiva College students and it
is something that has to be corrected.”
Former Commentator Editor-in-Chief
Moshe 1. Kinderlehrer echoed Fine’s
thoughts. “As the editor who first put
the Commentatoronline, I takeissue with
YU’s decision on this issue which is
based largely on unfounded fears.”

As of press time, the YU Web site is
still not opened to the public, but is
available only to individuals who can
access the yul site directly. According
toallaccounts, thesystemisready tobe
opened,andall thatisnecessary is offi-
cial permission from the University.
Rosenthal explained that the site had
remained closeduntilthispointbecause
there was not enough information to
attract public attention even if it had
beenopened. Withtherecentaddition of
the school catalog, course closings, and
eventuallythe Guidetothe Perplexed, pub-
licinterestisnowjustified, said Rosenthal.

The console to Yeshiva University's Internet server, yul.yu.edu

- SOY Shabbos
September 15-16

All Students Invited.

Rav Goldwicht will be there;
Rav Shachter will be there;
Rav Blau will be there;

Even the Cholent will be there;

BE THERE!
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Voico-activated
micro aagwerer

Don't miss important calls
i when you're not in your
room. Remole operation.
£43.752M8

4

Basic trim phone
$aVes space

Lighted keypad for dialin
inthe darz. Three color .

White, #43-585MB. Aimor
#43.566MB, Gray, #43-567MB (/7>

aacu

Shielded die-cast
2-way A/V speaker '

Great for use near PC
or TV. 4" wooler and
1" soft-dome twester.

Black, #40-2046MB.
Vhilg, #40-20594B

GEAR UP FOR

Upright cordless phone
won't tie you down

CCT circuitry provides excellent
clarity and range. Handy base-
to-handset paging. #43-1005m8

AM/FM cassette music
system with E-Bass

Compact speakers let you share
the music, headphones let you
listen privately. #14.1209M8

199

Indoor TV/FM antenna
improves reception

Fine-tuning control {or clearer
picture and sound,
#15-1808M8

recorder

Great for recording class
notes, Easy one-hand
operation. Two speeds.
#14-1159M0
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" Sciontific caiculator  Advanced thesaurus

Stores uf) o 12 frequently used Small enough % carry in your
a

lormulas and tuns them with  backpack or purse. #63-2110MB
is & eQistered hrademdrk of Franktin

Survival
check list

2 Phone cords and accessories
O Alarm clock or clock radio

3 TV, VCR and video accessories
O Security devices

3 Computer and accessories

) Batteries

(1 Stereo equipment, speakers
and audio accessories

(J Heavy-duty flashiight
[J Smoke alarm

(2 Part-time job (see the manager
of your local Radio Shack store)

AG accessories to power your dorm

4.oullet adapter. 2-prong. 612621M8......................... 299
6-oullel surge protector in metal housing. ssi-21m ... 22,99
6-oullet adapter. For 3-prong outlets. ssr2e22m8 ............ 3.99
6-outlet power strip. Master on/off swilch. «61.2i50M8 . ... 8.99
Single outlet spike protector. #6122 ...................... 6.99
B-1t. 3-outlet ext. cord, whie. #61.2734148. Biown, #61:2745M8 .. .. ... 1,99
9-ft. 3-oullet ext. cord. vinte, #61-2745MB Brown, 361204718 . ... 2.39
15-ft. 3-oullet extension Cord. #61-2748M8 ..................... 3.49

& patnpabog stoe

Prites appty at parhipating Rado Shack stores 334 ceapis. liems ndl Jvasadie
1018 w3l Glter 3

can he spocial-protied (sudiect to m;émstr) al 1n davernsag prece. A pact
compirable vae of the woducz 15 461 0l Indepencent Rado Shackseate k5068 My nel
02 patticipating in Mis ad of stosk Or specat-pider eitry emadvehsed Copes of appicalie war
fasities dre dva:ie upon request 3t steres 107 inspection belore sa'e. o by wrilieg Customer Reftors
1400 One Yandy Center, Fort Wortn 1X 7002 Fodbx trademaries used by peremssion

THE REPAIR SHOP
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To the Editor

Dear Rabbi Lamm,

I would like tobring to your attention a couple of existing problems in the
newly developed Beit Midrash Program. The Beit Midrash program, betterknown
as BMP, was started in January of 1995. The program is run-under the auspices of
RabbiSchmidman whois also in charge of the Issac Breuer College (IBC) and the
JamesStriar School (JSS). Thebasicidea of this programis to give students who are
interested in learning a chance to grow in Torah while enabling them to maximize
their time in their secular studies. Although the Rabbis teaching in this program
could not be better, the organization of BMP is far from satisfactory.

Thereis closetoatwohour Gemarasederfollowed by an hourorso Gemara
shiurevery morning. Inadditiontothe Gemara thereisaMachshevet Yisrael and
Halacha shiur twice a week. Rav Goldvicht and Rabbi Hirsch, two outstanding
Rebbeim, give aMachshevet Yisrael shiur twice a week in addition to their daily
Gemara shiur. Rabbi Sobolovsky gives his Halacha shiur to both groups of
students twice a week. The combination of these three Rebbeim can neither be
paralleled nor duplicated.

Theprogramhad begun last Spring with a little over twenty students and
was atremendoussuccess. Thereareoverfiftystudentscurrentlyin the program.
Theinflux of students entering BMP and Yeshiva College as a whole has greatly
limited theamount of freespaceinthe Yeshiva. Our classes are conducted in Furst
Hall and every day weare forced toswitch class rooms inthemiddle of a seder or
shiur. This past Thursday we walked around Furst Hall for fifteen minutesin order
to find a vacantroom, only to get kicked out fifteen minutes later. I understand it
is still the beginning of the school year and this will take a little time but there is
one problem which Idon’t think will rectify itself with time.

Themostimportant part of learning isthetimeonespends leaming withhis
chavruta in the Beit Midrash. It is those couple of hours a day where one can
seriously improve hisskillsand acquireTorahknowledge. This part of learning,
foreverysingleBMPstudent, isbeing compromised. Thereisabsolutelynoroom
ineither BeitMidrash. Both the Main Beit Midrash in Tannenbaum Haul and the
Beit Midrashin FurstHall arefilled tocapacity. Therearemorethen fifty students
whohaveno wheretolearninthe morning! A class roomis justnot conducive to
learning especially when you are forced to leave in the middle of seder due toan
IBC,JSSorMYPclass. Whereis onesupposed toplacehis sefarim? Whathappens
whenoneis need of a sefer? Theresimply isn’t enough room in Yeshiva College
toaccommodate theinflux of students.

TheTorahambiancethat permeatestheBeitMidrash and makesthiscollege
a Yeshiva is something that can not be obtained from learning in a classroom. It
simply isn't right for a Yeshiva to deprive any student eager to grow in Torah, of
the most important component of his Torah learning. Iurge you tosee whatcan
bedonetorectify this problem. Thank youvery much for your timeand patience.

Sincerely,
Yechiel Rosman
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Media Seize on Gay Issue
continued from page one

atCardozoand AECOM oncea monthto
decry the gay activists. Rabbi Tendler’s
letter finishes with a strong affirmation
that “Torah ideals and Halachic norms
guideall administrative actions today at
YU as they [always did].” He also men-
tioned that “Rabbi Lamm’s total, abso-
lute, commitment to Halacha isnot tobe
doubted.”

Rabbi Tendler’s statementcomesasa
surprise to many because earlier this
summer he joined with twenty-three oth-
er RIETS rebbeim in an open letter to Dr.
Lamm protesting the university’s poli-
ciesonthe gayissue. Intheletter, which
appeared in the Jewish Press and the
Algemeiner Journal, the rebbeim stated
thatthey “deploreand condemnthecon-
tinued existence of the gay groups at
[YU],” and pleaded with Lamm to “ex-
plore every possible avenue to obviate
this blemish.”

The ‘open letter’ became the subject of
much controversy whensome YU critics
publicly denounced the letter as a blatant
deception, as it was composed by the
rebbeim together with Dr. Lamm. Accord-
ingtothesecritics, Dr. Lammhad theRIETS
rebbeim cooperate withhimina good cop
- bad cop routine. The rebbeim affirmed
theircommitmenttoTorahand disgust of
the gay clubs, while Dr. Lamm refrained
from taking any measures which would
provoke thegayactivists.R. YosephBlau,
RIETSMashgiach Ruchani, confirmed that
“therewereanumberofmeetingsbetween
Rabbi Lamm and the rebbeim [before the
letter was published].”

Gay issue produces media blitz

Thissummer, a spateofarticlesonthe
gaycontroversyappeared inpapersrang-
ing from the New York Post to the Jewish
Week. David Rosen, director of Public
Relations at YU, declares thathe doesn’t
see the controversy as having any real
effecton YU’s image as “students know
it has no effect on their lives.” Nonethe-
less,the PRdepartment feltcompelled to

send out a letter last week to all board

members explaining YU'’s policy on the

. gay clubs. The four page ‘fact sheet’ an-

swers why the administration refrains
from banning the gay clubs and refutes
false reports which appeared in the me-
dia this summer.

Mostnotorious amongstthese reports

is an article by Debra Nussbaum Cohen
of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. The
article, which appeared on July 21,
claimed that studentsat Yeshiva College
soughttoestablishagay club. Theauthor
claimed two anonymoussources backed
up her story. According to YCSC Presi-
dent]Josh Fine,nostudent has petitioned
for a gay club. The only rumors which
havecometohisattention concerned some
studentswhojokeaboutestablishing agay
clubjust to anger the administration.
Anotherbitingattack camefrom Rab-
bi Chaim Keller, Rosh Yeshiva of Telshe
Chicago and a YU alumnus, who pub-
lished an open letter to Rabbi Lamm in
theJewish Observer, the flagship publi-
cationofthe Agudath Israel. “Itisindeed
a sad day,” wrote Rabbi Keller, “when
someone who stands at the head of a
century-old Yeshiva cannot have the
moral courage of the Catholic Church.”
Rabbi Keller was hinting ata New York
Times article of last Spring which con-
trasted YU’sresponsetothe gay clubs, to
thatof Notre Dame, a Catholic Universi-
ty, which banned all its gay clubs. YU’s
PR department, in defense, claims that
Notre DameislocatedinIndiana, which,
unlike New York State, does not have a
gayrights law. In addition, Notre Dame
does not have a medical school and is
therefore not as preoccupied with pres-
tige intheacademic community.
Furthermore, claims one senior Rosh
YeshivaatYU,TheAgudathlsrael should
not attack YU, because it unofficially
endorses Touro College,which also has
agay club. Touro, aJewish Universityin

‘Manhattan, attracts hundreds of Yeshi-

va students from Chaim Berlin, Torah
Voda’as, and other New York yeshivas.
Dr. Bernard Lander, the president of
Touro,hasvowed toinvestigate the clubs
and take strict action.
Withenrollmentlevels atrecord highs
at all YU schools, the gay controversy
doesnotseemtobe producing any tangi-
bleeffectson YU’simageorstatus, claims
University Dean of Students Efrem Nul-
man. Furthermore, Nulmansays, witha
new year getting underway, students
have more important things on their
minds than a handful of gay students at
the graduate schools.
”Ithllpass, saysPR’sDavdeosen
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Workers Accuse Facilities
Management of Mistreatment

BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK

Union 1199 is complaining that mem-
bersof its maintenanceand housekeeping
divisions have been ordered to perform
variousservices,suchaspaintand carpen-
try jobs and telephone repairs, at the 34th
precinct police station located several
blocksoff campus. The workers are alleg-
ingthat AssocateDirectorof FacilitiesMan-
agement Jeffrey Socol has offered the ser-
vices of the union laborers for several
monthstothepoliceinreturnforincreased
police presence on the Main Campus.

The workers maintain that they have
not received the proper training to work
within the dangerous environs of a bus-
tling police station and it is unfair to send
themoffcampus,espedally whentheNew
York City Police Department has its own
division ofrepairmen. Buttheirmoreseri-
ousconcemnslayinthereactionfromneigh-
borhood drugdealers, who view anyone
workingalongsidepoliceofficersasa pos-
sible “rat” or “snitcher.” Already YUwork-
ers have been approached demanding an
explanation, illustratingthetensioninher-
entina community shattered by the drug
culture.
~ Thelastunionmemberstobeinvolved
in police station work were Migel Feraro
and Al Martinez, two maintenance per-
sonnel who were sentby Socol to the pre-
cinctforsometelephoneworklastMay 10.
Onalunchbreak, thetwowereriding with
an officerback to the Main Campus when
the squad car they were in was struckby a
gypsy caboneblock fromthestation. Fera-
ro, who sustained minor injuries, was in-
structedbytheofficertoneverrevealhewas
in the car. Similarly, Socol refused to sign

Feraro’saccidentreport.

While thedispatchingofunion workers
has not continued this semester, mainte-
nance and housekeeping personnel are
still bitter about the exceptional freedoms
policeofficersoncampusaregranted. These
freedomsinclude completeaccess tomain-
tenance shops and supply rooms, work-
ers’ showers,and sometimeskitchenareas
and cafeteriafood. Althoughunionwork-
ersareadmittedlypleased toenjoy theextra
protectionofhavingpoliceofficersoncam-
pus,someresentmentexistsbecause of the
perception of invasion of privacy.

According toBerta Silver, Union Coor-
dinator for 1199, the union s considering
staging a street protest either on theMain
Campus or at the 34th precinct station to
ensure that the practice of sending YU
workersdoesnotcontinue.Inaddition, the
assistance of neighborhood city council-
men hasbeen sought.

Laborviolations

Thepoliceprecinct’s problemscoincide
withadifferentkind of dramathathasbeen
played outinthe courtroomfor thepasttwo
years, underscoring the labor difficulties
withwhichFadilitiesManagementhasbeen
plaguedby for sometime. InJune, YUlost
itsfinalappealinits struggletooverturna
minor violation of the National Labor Re-
lations Act dating back to July 1993. YU
settled and turned over to the union the
document it had refused to disclose: a list
of workers who wereworking oncampus
duringanofficial“closureday,” whichthe
union could haveused tofile a grievance
against YU. Now, Berta Silver affirms the
information as being useless because it is
too late to commence such legal maneu-
vers.



