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YESHIVA 

SPORTS 

Macs Basketball: A 

Pre-Season Preview 
BY DANIEL WOLFSON 

After struggling last year with only 
eleven players and various injuries, 
Coaches Johnny Halpert and Steve Post 
chose fifteen Maccabees to represent the 
Yeshiva University basketball team for 
the 1995-1996 season. Coach Halpert 
asserts, "the only thing that can beat this 
years Macs is themselves." With six new 
additions and nine returning players, the 
Macs may surprise a great deal of people 
this season. 

Guards 
After a stellar rookie season, starting 

point guard Barry Aranoff hopes to di­
rect traffic for the Macs once again this 
season. The NCAA division III leading 
kleptomaniac adds direction and stabil..: 
ity to theMacs;only time will tell if he can 
once again endure the rigors of the one­
guard. Neil Wiener, one of the six first­
year players on the Macs this season is a 
quick and unselfish point guard who 
sees the entire court. He has the ball­
handling skills that the Macs have long 
sought after. 

Although he is still young, newly ac­
quired freshman David Neiss may prove 
to be the future of the Macs. After a year 
of varsity at MTA, Neiss' outside shoot­
ing will surely help the team. Returning 
off-guard YehudahHalpertwill fill in the 
missing spot left by last years co-captain 
Or Rose, who has forfeited his year of 
eligibility in order to play in Canada next 
season. And fan favorites Ira Landsman 
and David "Rudy" Ruditskywillcontin­
ue to be the spark and spirit off the bench. 
The Mac's also welcome back the defen­
sive abilities of fourth-year player Isaac 
Neumann, who sat out last season due to 
a knee injury. 

Forwards 
Returning forward and co-captain 

Alan Levy considers this years team to be 
"the most talented and experienced team 
since the 1992-1993 ECAC contending 
team, which featured the likes of Elisha 
Rothman, Daniel Aaron and Miko Dan­
an." Alan's speed, agility, and leader­
ship by far comprise the heart of this 
year's squad. Alan hopes his fourth and 
final year at Yeshiva bodes to be the most 
successful of all. 

After playing a year of junior varsity 
basketball at Rutgers University, sopho­
more Brian Wein decided to attend Ye­
shiva University and join the Macs. This 
Teaneck high school phenom may be the 
complete package of basketball talent. 

Brian is a strong swingman with good 
ball-handling skills and his thunderous 
dunking ability should attract capacity 
crowds to the MSAC. Alon Zaibert, an­
other newcomer hailing from Eretz Yis­
roel, comes to YU as a junior after having 
played professional ball for Hapoel Tel­
Aviv and most recently for Grossmont 
Community College in San Diego, CA. 
After serving in the Israeli Army, Alon 
should have no problem handling the 
mere four night practice schedule. Alon 
has a sweet three-point shot and may 
develop into the backbone of this year's 
team. 

Three point specialist Jake Rosenberg 
will return for his third and final season 
as a Mac. His sweet touchand leadership 
should carry this years squad. And swing­
man Neil Bronstein's surprising quick­
ness for a big man will have opposing 
teams fooled when he steps onto the court. 

Centers 
After animpressiverookieseason,Joel 

Jacobson returns as the Mac'scenterpiece. 
His immense frame and strong inside 
moves will once again give the Macs a 
convincing front-court. Newly acquired 
freshman Alex Shakhmurov joins the 
Macs after playing for the Francis Lewis 
High School championship basketball 
team. Whenaskedhowhefeelsaboutthe 
team, this 6' 7" center from Queens, NY 
replied, "I'm happy to be at Yeshiva this 
year." Alex came to the United States five 
years ago and haslearnedhowtoplaythe 
game pretty well. Alex has a nice baby 
hook and strong rebounding skills that 
will surely help the front line. Returning 
junior Steven Kupferman brings his 
strong low post moves and third-year 
leadership and experience to the team. 

In addition to the six new players, 
Coaches Halpert and Post additional help 
on the bench. Assistant Coach Even Gold­
stein will be joining the Macs this season. 
Coach Goldstein was the assistant coach 
of the Vermont state high school basket­
ball champions last year at Mount Mids­
field High school. Goldstein is also a 
regular at many of the local summer bas­
ketball camps. He is expected to improve 
the Macs conditioning for the upcoming 
season. 

The Macs are scheduled to participate in 
theAnnualMolloyCollege Basketball Tour­
nament in Rockville Center, NY on Thanks­
giving weekend. They also have a road trip 
plannedagainstRhodesCollegeofMemphis 
during January. The Macs will kick off the 

season against Emerson College on Sunday 
November19,1995atl:00pm. 

Basketball Intramural 

Season Begins 
BY JONATHAN NEISS 

After an off season without any fear 
of a potential lockout or strike, the 1995-
96 intramural basketball year began 
with a 120 player draft late Tuesday 
night. Captain Donny Davis selected 
S.O.Y. President, Hillel Cohen with the 
first pick of the draft. 

Other first round picks included 
Ari Rockoff, Hillel Olshin, Ari Eck­
man, Donnie Appel and Daniel Lowe. 
In the league's inaugural week many 
analysts have noted a decrease in 
talent due to the absence of past intra­
mural standouts - Ari Ciment, Ark­
ady Abraham, and Chaim Zackheim. 
Nonetheless, this intramural season 
will hopefully prove to be a great suc­
cess. 

76ERS 33 - CELTICS 30 
Opening night featured an exciting 

and competitive low scoring dual. De­
spite first-half sloppy play, Shlomie 
Friedman's 76ERS were able to over­
come a late seven point deficit to win. 
Hillel Olshin and Doug Rothchild led a 
balanced attack for the Sixers, while 
Celtic captain Andy Davidson topped 
all scorers with nine points in a losing 
effort. 
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WARRIORS 48 - LAKERS 46 
David Wild's crucial free throws 

with 9 seconds left in the game proved 
to be the difference for captain David 
Katzoff's Warriors, as they defeated 
David Samet's Lakers. Sparked by 
guard YechielRosman's defensive play 
the Warriors were impressive through­
out the second half. Steven Brandsdof­
er and captain David Samet lead the 
scoring for the Lakers. 

GRIZZLIES 47 - RAPTORS 42 
This game was a see-saw match 

throughout. Hillel Cohen, and center 
Seth Poloner ( 14 points ) helped the 
Grizzlies prevail. The Raptors were led 
by Donny Appel and Kenny Ripstein, 
while Andrew Wurzberger ( 7points) 
was a key contributor off the bench. 

TURNPIKES 46-THIRD WORLD 27 
Adam Melzer' s Turnpikes led by a 

backcourt combination of Steven Man­
del, Donny Hochberg andMarcGold­
berg, crushed Third World, otherwise 
known as the " Sephardic team ," for 
their first win of the season. The Turn­
pikes dominated from the opening tip, 
looking impressive throughout the 
game. 


