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Tragedy in 
the Holy 

Land 
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MYP Roshei Yeshiva 

Unanimously Condemn 

Rabin Assassination 
Remain Divided on Israels Politics 

Roshei Yeshiva Rav Herschel Schachter (left) and Rav Yehuda Parnes (right) reacting to President 
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm 's Main Campus hesped of Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin . . 

Lamm Etdogizes Rabin as a 

'Celebrated Hero' Before 

Pac/fed Lamport Auditorium 

BY NICK MUZIN 

On Saturday night, Novem
ber 4, YU students clamored 
around the Morg lounge tele
vision to watch CNN's cover
age of the tragedy in Israel. As 
the full details of the assassi
nation and its inherent Clzi/111! 
Hashem became known, stu
dents yearned for an explana
tion, a Torah view, on the 
shocking events unfolding in 
front of them. 

This vacuum of direction 
did not last long. Beginning 
Sunday morning and continu
ing all week, YU Roshei Ye
shiva saturated their talmidim 
with an abundance of discus
sion on the murder. Whether 
speaking to the entire Yeshi
va, or to their respective shi-

urim, or privately to talmidim, 
the rebbeim made it clear that 
the assassination, by a reli
gious student, was a disaster 
on an unprecedented scale and 
could have deleterious conse
quences. 

"I've never been so discour
aged and disgusted and terri
fied," said Harav Aharon So

loveitchik, "When I first heard 
[ of Rabin's death] 1 hoped that 
it was a Hamas terrorist that 
killed him." 

"This is one of the greatest 
Chillulei Hashem in hundreds 
of years," saidRavYosefBlau, 

"it has destroyed the basic im
age of a Jew." 

"What will someone from the 
outside say," Rav Goldwicht 

cried to a packed Beis Medrash, 
continued 011 page 11 

BY ARI GRUEN 

"The victim was a general, a 
celebrated hero of his people, 
deeply involved in the diplo
matic and politicalissues of gov
ernment." With these words 
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, pres
ident of Yeshiva University, 
began his eulogy of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, who 
was slain by an assassin last 
Saturday. Lamm's words were 
followed later that Monday 

night, by a student-run event, 
rounding out the day of mourn
ing for Yeshiva College stu
dents. 

Dr. Lamm delivered his ad
dress on Monday morning, No
vember sixth, to a filled-to-ca
pacity auditorium. The address 
was attended by all the rebbeim 
and students of Yeshiva Col
lege, as well as those of MT A. 

whom he described as "direct 
yet thoughtful, tough but intro
spective, unceremonious, even 
humble .... " 

"His entire life was spent on 
behalf of his people and his coun
try." 

Labor Dispute Ends as 
Union and Administration 

Reach Consensus 

Dr. Lamm called on all Jews, 
no matter what their political 
views, to mourn Yitzhak Rabin, 

He derided those Jews who 
were pleased with the murder 
of Rabin, calling them "incred
ibly foolish," for "the assassina
tion of Yitzhak Rabin may leave 
in its wake consequences as di-

continued on page 6 

BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK 

Gore to Speak at YU Dinner 

It was hours of grueling and 
tedious deliberation in the mak
ing. But six weeks, several job 
actions, and much quarreling 
later, Yeshiva University and the 
325 members of the 1199 Nation
al Health and Human Services 
Employees Union finally settled 
on a new contract. On Thursday 
night, November 9, a memoran
da of agreement outlining a com
plicated settlement was signed 
following a week of union dem
onstrations and walk-outs and 
before a threatened union pro
test at Sunday's Open House. 

Union laborers, who had orig
inally proposed seven-percent 
salary increases and a complete 
job security package, acquiesced 
to several compromises for their 
new, three-year contract: Work
ers will receive $750 bonuses this 
year coupled with three-percent 
raises the following two years; 
base salaries have been raised to 
a $400 per week minimum; and 
118 workers achieved complete 
job security while the others will 
get benefits if laid off as part of a 
new YU security fund uniting 
the Bronx campus with the three 
Manhattan campuses. 

BY NACHUM LAMM 

Vice President Al Gore and 
Viacom chairman Sumner Red
stone will be the featured �peak
ers at Yeshiva University's 71st 
annual Chanukah dinner. Gore 
will also be awarded an honor
ary doctorate at the dinner, to be 
held Sunday, December third, at 
The Waldorf-Astoria hotel in 
midtown Manhattan. 

Thedinner, YU'slargestevent 
of the year, typically attracts six 
hundred to eight hundred guests, 
each paying five hundred dol
lars to attend. In past years, the 
dinner has attracted such speak
ers as then-Vice President Dan 
Quayle, General Colin Powell, 
Senator Bob Dole, and other po
litical leaders from both Israel 
and the United States. 

US Vice-Presi ent, A 
Titled an "Evening in Cele

bration of Learning and Leader
ship", this year's event will be
gin with an address by the Vice 
President at the pre-dinner " con-

vocation", after which he will be 
awarded an honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree. Also receiving hon
orary degrees will be YU board 
members and Benefactors S. 
Daniel Abraham, John D. Co
hen, Max Grill, Charles A. 
Krasne, and Jack and Lewis Ru
din. 

Sumner Redstone, chairman 
of the board of Viacom, which 
ownscabletelevisioncomparlies, 
Paramount Communications, 
and Blockbuster Video, will 
speak at the dinner itself. Also 
featured at the dinner will be a 
tribute to the Mozes S. Schupf ti 

Foundation, which gave a ten ·� \'.\' 
million dollar donation to YU :: \ 
last year. Finally, YU President � i!" 
Norman Lamm will deliver a � 
dvar Torah. cl: 

continued on page 13 
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The Congenital Morals 
The anguish and s,1dness that filll'd most of thl' jl'wish world 

following the tragic assassination of Yitzhak Rabin z"l belied a more 
troubling emotion here at Yeshiva College: confusion. While most of 
our brethren instinctively knew to grieve and mourn, all too many in 
our community hesistated a moment, wondering if, perhaps, these 
events weren't so troubling after all. 

Confusion. Confusion over the moral propriety of the assassination 
of an acknowledged leader of our people. Not a rush to tehillim for the 
neshoma of the deceased. Not a badly needed self-examination about 
the division in the House of Israel. But confusion. And, in some 
quarters, a search for a halachic justification for this abominable deed. 

Where did we lose our way? 
The most basic foundation of ynltnd11s is a respect for life; an 

acknowledgment of the innate worth and dignity of every human 
• being. For life we can sacrifice just about anything. It is one of our most • 

� 

� • • 

paramount values. 
Why, then, confusion. Why the questions to our rebbeim about 

whether Yigal Amir was right or wrong? At twenty years old, should 
we not be able to answer that question ourselves? Is our moral 
development so retarded that at college age we are still unable to 
comprehend the value of life? Is our religious personality so tainted by 
the latest political cause celebrate that we can longer discern good from 
evil? 

It is easy to point fingers. Some may blame this confusion on the 
misguided ranting of pulpit politicians whose sermons reeked of 
hatred and venom. Others may hold accountable religious scholars, 
even YU Roshei Yeshiva, whose demonization of Israel's political 
leaders crossed the line between political debate and incitement to riot. 
And yet another camp will find fault with those who committed the 
crime of silence, the moderates who bit their tongue rather than risk 
vilification. The centrists who allowed the extremists to speak for them 
and for us . 

Ultimately, though, we are accountable and we are responsible. As 
individuals, we perverted our sense of morality . We failed to hold fast 
to what we knew-and know-is right and wrong. In our Zionist 
ardor and sense of commitment to the Land of Israel, we somehow 
forgot that murder was wrong. That proponents of peace are not 
emissaries of evil. That Yitzhak Rabin and his cabinet, though argu
ably ill-advised, were still our partners in our people's fight for 
survival. 

Our Torah is a book of love and peace. We are people that abhor 
violence and war, embracing weapons only in self-defense. Our 
mission is to love peace and pursue it; our entreaty to Hashem is to 
bestow on Earth the peace he has fashioned in the Heavens; 

The prophet Yishayahu envisioned a day in which.Nation would 
not lift up sword against nation. That Messianic v_ision an only be 
realized if we put down the guns we have aimed at each other . 

p I C  T O R  I A L  
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Something to Tear Kriyah Over 

To the Editor: 

"There is nothing to tear Kriya about -
after all he probably deserved to die." 

The first comment that I heard follow
ing my realization of the tragic assassina
tion was opprobrious and noisome, yet 
not shocking. Perhaps, I was shocked 
when I heard several people defending 
Baruch Goldstein after the massacre in 
Hebron a few years ago, but now I was 
prepared for the inevitable impetuous re
marks following the assassination of a 
controversial Jewish leader. However, 
though the statement itself was not sur
prising, the fact that a Yeshiva University 
student just like me orchestrated those 
deleterious remarks made my throat all 
the more sore. 

"He deserved to die, he was giving 
away our land, the land of Israel." 

How can we be so indifferent to the loss 
of a life, let alone the life of a man so 
dedicated to the state of Israel. How can 
someofuslosesightofthefactthatYitzhak 
Rabin was a loyal statesman who ded�cat
ed his life to the land that he even risked 
his life defending. Although we might 
(and at times perhaps we should) disagree 
about his controversial policies of giving 
land away for peace, we all must never
the-less agree that Rabin did what he felt 
was for Israel and for the Jewish people. 

"Hey, I have lived in Israel for several 
years now and I have a right to say that." 
. If the requisite criteria for being judg,

·mental cif Israeli politics and infrastruc
. ture is solely based on one's experience 

and concornitantconnection to Israel, then 
certainly Yitzhak Rabin, whether a reli
gious Jew or not, certainly had more ex
perience and consequent connection to 
Israel and via this logic manipulate Israel 
in any manner that he saw fit. In fact, that 

. logic is futile. Rather, as Jews we all have 
an equivalent ancestral · claim to Israel 
and ostensibly a right of opinion regard
ing how Israel, OUR STA TE, functions. 
The advantage that should be bestowed 
upon those that have sacrificed more for 
Israel, like those who have fought or do
nated money, lays in the consequent abil
ity, by virtue of their enhanced connec
tion, to more directly affect first-hand the 
politics of Israel. 

So� after rejecting the argument of 
having superior judgmental prowess 
by being once-upon-a-time Israeli citi
zen, I meander back· to my primary 
objective which is to vilify any justifica
tion of Rabin's assassination, justifica-· 
tions that are "spewed like miasmic 
· gases1' (to borrow some of Dr. Rabbi 
Lamm's terminology) by some of my 

. very owri.friends. Rabin, right or wrong, 
dedicated-his life for what he felt was 
best for the State of Israel, and by never 
dofng anything that clearly made him 
halachically "worthy" of death, the as
. sassination rriust be considered a mur-. 
der and an atrocity that should not be 
tolerated by any Jew, whether for or 
against the peace plan. 

Ari Ciment 
. YC -96' 
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.Rabin Eulogy Delivered By 

. Rabbi Marvin · Hier 
This is one of the saddest days in and re-appeared and no one rose up to 

modern Jewish History. A day when tear them down. 
the life of a courageous Prime Minister Such infamy breeds a climate of ha
of Israel was snuffed out by one of our tred. Such infamy gives birth to killers. 
own. One supposedly schooled in law Yes, even killers smart enough to work 
and morality, one versed in the Torah, their way through law school. 
in the juridic principles of pluralism What is · especially painful my 
and democracy. friends, is that we are the people who 

What shall we say? What words are walked away from the Holocaust and 
there to comfort us in this dark hour yet maintained our faith in G-d! • 
when . we are confronted by a killer The people who walked away from 
who has the audacity to declare, "I do the .crematoria and still showed a ca-
not regret what I havedone. G-d spoke padty to love! 
to me and told me to do it." The people who moved away from 

No, ·my friends. The G-d of Israel the valley of the shadow of death to 
who commanded "Thou shalt not kill", rebuild our lives in our communities 
the G-d of Israel who demanded of without rancor! Fostering new dreams. 
Cain . . . "Where is Abel  thy and singing new songs of hope for a 
Brother?" .... "his blood crieth to ine better world and a better tomorrow, 
from the ground." . just as Yitzhak Rabin did only mo-

That G-d is much too clever to speak men ts before he was gunned down. 
to such a fool. · Much too humble to Who can believe that this great lead
empower such arrogance and much er in war and peace is no longer with us 
too noble to dignify such deception. because he refused tobelieve that some-

No, it is not the words of the Al- one would open another front against 
mighty that the assassin heard that him in an area where he was most 
day, rather it is the cynical rhetoric of vulnerable. 
extremism. The anthem of fanatics He had successfully fought a three
that struck down Israel's Prime Minis- frontal war in 1967 and now- he was 
t engaged in an historic three-frontal efer. 

A climate of going beyond the pale · 'fort for peace. But he never believed 
- beyond· th� parameters of legitimate that someone from within would rise , >, 
criticism which is the sacred rite of up and open a fourth fi'.ont against him. . 
every democracy. A clima.te that al-. One that would pit · Jew against Jew 
lows a man to hold up a pl�card show- and · one in which 2000 years ago was 
ing Yitzhak Rabin dressed in an SS · responsibleforthedestructionofJerus
uniform justifying it by declaring - it's alem and. the burning of its temple. 
an expression of my opposition to his My friends, YitzhakRabinisassured 
government's policies. his place of honor in the rich history of 

Such tyranny against a man who theJewish people. Thebulletthatkilled 
fought the Nazis when he was 19 years him will not prevent future genera
old during World War II when many tions from learning the story of this 
others sat by silently. · noble warrior and this great man of 

Against a man who in 1945 launched · peace who asked for nothing more than 
a daring raid to rescue 200 Holocaust the right to bequeath his grandchil
survivors that the British had interred dren and great-grandchildren a prom
on a Greek island. ised land free of war and want, rich in 

Such a placard against the deputy spirit and'ideas where the words of the 
commander of the Palamach who kept ancient people still ring true... Righ
the roads to Jerusalem open, enabling tequsness, righteousness shalt thou 
crucial supplies to get throug_h during pursue. 
the War of Independence in 1948. · May the memory of Yitzhak Rabin be 

. An SS placard against the Chief of a blessing and may the peace he gave his 
Staff who brilliantly won the 6-day life for take hold and endure forever. 
war and whQ restored the Western Wall Rabbi Marvin Hier is the founder and 
to the Jewish people for the first time in dean of the world-wide Simon Wiesenthal 
2000 years of exile. . _ .  Center based in-Los Angeles. This eulogy 

A placard against a man who was delivered at a Memorial service at
launched the raid on Entebee ... Dealing tended by over two thousand people in
a mortal blow to international terror- eluding Governor Pete Wilson, Mayor Ri
ism. �d still the placards appeared chard Riordan,.among other dignitaries. 

Mazel Tov to : 

jcrcn 1 1; "Bcn u t i; nnd  the Beas t "  
� � 

Lus t ,nnn [� Tnn 1n r  Parness 
El ie Pou l  & Tzionn Bersson 

Dan iel Rciclz & Shan i  Fc1 1(gs tcin 
On Tlzeir Rece11 t E11gagen1en ts 
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From the Editor's Desk 

OWEN CYRULNIK 

This past Thursday night, J found 
myself sitting in a hotel room with 15  
other delegates from the YU contin
gent to the University of Pennsylvania 
Model United Nations. The delegation, 
however, was meeting to discuss r_eli
gion, not the issues of international 
politics which dominated the rest of 
the conference. We were trying to de
cide whether or not to spend Shabbos 
in the hotel and attend .some of the 
sessions rather than simply spending 
Shabbos with some of the religious 
students on the University Campus 
-itself, without participating in any of 
the sessions that were to take place on 
Shabbos. . . 

. The arguments for both sides were 
compelling, but what was most inter
esting was that many of them centered 
around one general theme .:.. the im
pression that our actions wo_uld make 
on the other, non-Jewish ·people at the 
conference: Would they be more im
pressed by our leaving entirely for 
Shabbos and refusing to participate in 
the sessions at all, or would they have 
more respect for our attending, yet re
fusing to do anything that would vio
late the Shabbos at the sessions them
selves. 

But these arguments are two sides 
of the same coin, and are indicative of 
a more important concept. Orthodox 
Jews, in the world at large, are respect
ed for their commitment, and admired 
for their principles. Non-Jews, while 
finding many of ouractions incompre
_hensible, nonetheless respect those ac
tions as truly answering to a higher 
authority. Anti-Semitism and discrim
inationaside, for the most part, people 
will look up-to an indi"'.idual who will 
not sacrifice his values for anything in 
the world. 

This respect and admiration is what 
the Orthodox community is losing in 
the wake of the Rabin assassination. 
With orthodox co-conspirators being 
arrested every day, people in Israel 
and abroad are losing that respect that 
was so important to us in our discus
sions in Pennsylvania and are so im
porta�t to the. Jewish community in 
general. It is indeed tragic that it has 
come to the point where a yarmulke is 
a sign of shame for any Jew. 

I was speaking last night to a former 
columnist for The 0>111111t•11fator who 
remarked that when he attended the 
funeral services held for Yitzch.1k 
Rabin, every person wore a yarmulke 
just out of respect for the st'1t1:' of lsmel 
and the personage of Rabin. He was 
sure, however, that had the funeral 
occurred today, people would not have 
been so qt1ick to do so. The Ynrmulke, 
a sign of pride, of purity, of the Ortho-

dox community has been tainted by 
the actions and words of people who 
portend to represent the Orthodox com
munity. It used to be that there were 
places an Orthodox Jew could never go 
regardless of the consequences because 
he remained within the confines and 
the sanctuary of tl1e Ha/aclta. Now, us
ing halacha ·as the guise for politics it 
seems that anything goes. 

I began this column with a scene 
from a Model United Nations. Tragi
cally, that metaphor is all too relevant 
in illustrating the issue at hand. It seems 
that just as the UN charter and interna
tional laws and values are manipulat
ed and used as a guise for the further
ing of national interests, the Torah, 
l'havdil is being used as a guise for 
political agendas. And as Rabbi Lamm 
remarked in his address, this M'salc/1 
Pm1i111 Sf1elo/1 K'lwlocfte/r cannot be tol
erated. 

One of the most important concep
tual insights that I take away with me 
from my time at YU comes from Dr. 
Ruth Bevan in her class on Fundamen
tals of Political Science. She explained 
once that sometimes the two endpoints 
of a line, or _the two opposite extremes, 
are closer to each other than any other 
two points on that line. Perceptually, 
this can be understood by viewing the 
line as a circle, which is formed by 
joining the two endpoints of a line in 
the exact same place. 

The radical Orthodox view, howev
er, was always the exception to this 
rule. It never joins the radical extreme 
to the fullest extent but rather main
· tains that modicum of distance that 
distinguishes it both in concept and in 
practice. Only now that is changing. 
When lwlnclw can no longer serve as an 
effective check on the actions of those 
that it governs; indeed, when /1n/nclw 
becomes a justification for actions as 
repulsive as outright murder, then 

. Jews, Orthodox Jews, are no different. 
Our decision at the University of 

Pennsylvania was very difficult. But I, 
for one, am proud to have been forced 
to make such a decision. l am proud 
that I have to worry how my actions 
will reflect upon a religion that has the 
respect of the world around it. We 
must fight to maintain that image in 
the light of what has transpired in Isra
el. The Orthodox community must fight 
responsibly but passionately to ensure 
that the next time we attend the Model 
United Nations or any similar event or 
experience thnt our decision will not 
be even a tiny bit easier. We must fight 
for something which is our right, but 
not necessarily our privilege, and that 
is to remain nn Or L11so,11i111, a paragon 
for the nations of the world. 

Good Luck on 

Midterms 
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YU students awaken for 6:25 AM shachris in order to watch live coverage of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 's neral in Mor enstern Loun e .. 

Council On Racial Harmony 

Holds First Event 
BY CHAIM LAzAR discourse that he was considering cancel

ling the program because of the shocking 
The YU Council on Racial Harmony, a news of the assassination but reconsidered 

group that deals with racial issues, held its and felt that it was very appropriate to have 
first presentation and discussion, entitled · Watson speak on harmony within society. 
''Where do we go from here?" The presenta- MotzenintroducedStan withafamousprov
tion was given by Stanley Roy Watson, an erb, 'Who is respected? One who respects 
African-American who is the assistant ath- others.' 
letics director at YU. The presentation was Stan spoke about Louis Farrakhan, the 
a success as many students and community leader of the Nation of Islam, and explained 
members attended. that he does not agree with many of Farra-

Stan, who is known for his great sensitiv- ·khan's views because he is a political oppor
ity and care moved many students with his tunist. Yet much of the message Farrakhan's 
thoughtfulwords.Afewstudentswereeven preaches have positive connotations. Stan 
tearing as Stan spoke about being brought madeitclearhoweverthatFarrakhan'slead
up 'in a segregated environment in the South ershlp is in many ways different from that of 
during the fifties. · Martin Luther King's. 

Stan started off by. characterizing himself King was a leader who preached equal-
as an old timer who lived through the strug- ity for all man kind and worked for equality 
gles, the pains, the links and the changes of all races; while Farrakhan,-a blatant anti
which the black people went through in the Semite, is most concerned with the prob
pastcentury. Stanspokeabout his pastexpe- lems that face the black community alone. 
riences as a black living in a segregated Stan explained that Black and Jewish com
South, and about how it felt to have been munities workal together to harbor harmo
brought up in Harlem during the sixties ny, and a perfect example of that is the Civil 
whenpeoplefromalldenorninationslinked Rights March in Montgomery Alabama 
togetherinachainof�ty,love,andgeneral 1965. However, this unity has diminished 
harmony. . since then, as the new leadership is more 

The sixties was a time when blacks and concerned with personal gains than nation
Jewsmarcl1ed togethertoachievecivilrights. al unity. Some individuals elevate them- : 
Stan emphasized that what is missing in our selves over others and fail to acknowledge 
generation is '1ove," the reality that peace that suffering affects all humanity and is 
and concern for others is the only way to never exclusive to only some. 
advance society and truly fulfill our roles on Stan lives his life according to his beliefs . 
earth. Stan went on to explain that we are on and when taking his track team through 
earth as tenants for a short time and that the different parts of Washington Heights or 
rent demanded from us is to beon our finest Harlem, Stan is known and recognized by 
attainable behavior. Stan stressed that he is many of the residents as a peace maker. 111e 
a sensitive man disturbed with injustice speech ended with a standing ovation for 
against any person regardless of their race, . Stanandmanyof thosepresenthuggedStan 

. creed, or religious conviction. He empha- as he walked around the room. 
sized that we must stop stereotyping and Stan ended his deliberation with •his 
that we must put aside our differences in favorite poem which he cherished since 
order to progress as a nation. his youth. It was writtenby Paul Lawrence 
. 111e speech took place at a crudal timl:, Dunbar, a son of a slave sheer-cropper. 

one day after Israeli Prime Minis��r Yitzhak Emotions stirred as Stan read the poem: 
Rabin was assassinated. Chaim Motzen, co- "A little dreaming by the way, a little . 
chairman of the Council on Racial Hanno- toiling day by day, a little pain a little 
ny, explained in his introduction to Stan's strife a little joy and that is life." 

YC Curriculum Committee 

Eliminates Two More CLEPs 
BY J.0. $HULMAN 

Thinking of taking a CLEP exam? 
Then you'd better act fast. 
That's because the Yeshiva College 

Academic Standards Committee unan
imously voted, at an October 25th meet
ing, to stop granting credit for the mi
croeconomics and the macroeconomics 
. CLEP at YC, citing ti1at the CLEPs failed 
to meet the standards of the economics 
department of the college. 

The CLEP examinations will still be 
offered in November, February, and for 
the final time, in May. Dean Michael 
Hecht, head of the committee, explained 
that the reason they weren't eliminated 
immediately was because it would have 
placed too great a burden on the stu
dents. 

"Fundamental changes were made 
in CLEP procedures because many t�sts 
were not of the same caliber as the ma
terial taught in the cou.rse. Students 
could too easily study the night before, 
. or not study at all, and still get a grade 
sufficient to get the crec1its," explained 

·ye junior Michael Belgrade, one of two 
student representatiy�s to the commi�
tee. 

Som,e students were disappointed by 
the decision. Sy Symsjunior Jason Bus
k.in, who had· planned to take the test 
next year, said that the "economics 
[CLEP] is an invaluable tool for com
pleting the requirements, especially for 
Sy Syms students. By allowing students 
to CLEP these courses, it alleviates the 
pressure of trying to cram all the cours
es into out already limited space." Dov 
Robinson, a SSSB sophomore, said "The 
material is such that it wouldn't matter 
if you learned it in one night or a whole 
·semester." . 

The CLEP is a division of the Educa
tional Testing Service - the same organi
zation responsible for the SAT, GRE, 
and. MCAT. The service administers 
exams in Calculus, French, German, 
Spanish, Biology, Chemistry, and Mi
cro- and Macroeconomics, for college 
credits. 

The. Academic Standards Committee 
has not looked into changing any other 
CLEP exams. Dean Hecht pointed out 
that "each department is responsible 
for its own CLEP exam and those CLEPs 
which remain apparently do reflect the 
proper academic standards of the de-
partment." · · 

Countermissio.nary Exhorts 

YU Stu·dents to Save Jews 
BY DAVID S. GREENBERG he explained, use Jewish rituals. and 

symbols as a means to guise Chris-
In 1978 an estimated 10,000 Jews in tianity. 

the U.S. were affiliated with Jews for "We must put an end to this, and 
Jesus. Today the number has grown to the way to clo it is through kiruv." 
over a quarter of a million. It is against Powers called on the those in atten,. 
this growing trend that Mark Powers, dance to reach out to Jews on other 
director of Jews for Judaism, an orga- collegecampuseswhoarebeingswept 

· nization dedicated · to fighting the into the "cults of.deception," adding 
growing-trend, delivered a speech in that "whoever saves a single Jewish 
Rubin Shul two weeks ago. . soul i t is as if hesavedanentireworld." 

Sponsored by the Americah Stu- Located infivecitiesacross theUnit-
dents to Activate Pride (ASAP), Pow- ed States and Canada, Jews For Juda
ers spoke to YU students on the dan- ism is· the only full time counter-mis
gers of Christian cults and missionar- sionary and counter-cult intervention 
ies. "Five hundred different mission- . resource center in North America. "It 
ary groups together spent more than is tough being the only organization 
one hundred million dollars last year, of its kind out there, but we are willing 
in .t�e hope of converting Jews," he · and committed to reaching out to ev
noted. To deceive unsuspecting and ery Jew who is in search for the truth/'. often unaffiliated Jews, missionaries , . Powers said. 

To Advertise in · The 

Commentator please 

contact Jas()n. B-uskin at 

(212) 740-2155 
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Security Adventures With 

_the YU Internet System 
BY ARNON STORFER 

Do you know Professor Peter Tillers? 
Not many people do. 
Sometime after 7:30 pm on the night of 

October 31st, Peter Tillers didn't know 
who he was either. 

Confused? 
So was Ari Rosenthal, Head Computer 

Operator for the Yeshiva University In
ternet gateway. · 

Peter Tillers is a Professor at the Ben- · 
jamin Cardozo School of Law. He logged· 
himself onto the YU Internet system that 
fateful Tuesday night, to read his Email, 
after which he hung up the phone. Within 
minutes, another Internet user contacted 
the Yeshiva University system to do the 
same thing._ However, instead of greeting 
the user with the usual login prompt, the 
user found himself already logged in. A 
quick check to see who the unauthorized 

user was revealed that the user had be
come "Professor Peter Tillers." 

Next, "Peter Tillers" summoned the 
head operator without revealing his true 
identity. "Tillers" asked Rosenthal about 
the legitimacy of the two previous system 
breaches as reported in an October 31 
Commentator article. Rosenthal told the 
user that The Comme11tator "created a sen
sationalist story out of an unfortunate, 
but thankfully rare occurrence." "Tillers" 
then asked Rosenthal what the chances of 
a security breach were. The system ad
ministrator confidently responded, "One 
in ten trillion." 

''Tillers" then wrote a short letter to YC 
Dean Norman Adler, Associate Dean 
Michael Hecht, Ari Rosenthal, and his co: 
operator, Steven Weinberger and warned 
the deans and Weinberger of the potential 
dangers often associate<;l with system in
filtration. 

After Rosenthal assured 'Tillers" th,1t 
the only person able to ilCccss his ,1ccount 
and Emili I WilS Peter Tillers, "Peter Tillers" 
sent a chilling messilge to- lfosenthill, re
vealing that the user, in fact, was not 
Professor Pet.er Tillers. Rosenthal imme
diately disabled Tillers' account, to pre
vent the alleged hacker from ·re-entering 
the system as the law professor. The sys
tem administra tor demanded tha t  
"Tillers" log off, citing that "electronic 
trespassing has been a federal crime for 
the last four years," and that if the call 
originated from out of state, the F.B.l. 
would be notified. The alleged intruder 
didn'.t heed Rosenthal's warnings, and 
continued to remain on line. Shortly there
after, Rosenthal alerted the unauthorized 
user that steps were being taken to deter
mine his identity. Within two minutes, 
"Peter Tillers" disconnected. 

It was too easy 
"Tillers" admitted that accessing Pro

fessor Tillers account was too easy. The 
user simply dialed a local YU number 
dedicated to Internet access. Once con
nected though, the server did not greet 
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the LISL'r with the usu;il login pnimpt. 
l{athcr, the user found h imself, in  the 
midst of an Email pnigr;im known as 
Pine. Due to the limit;i t ions of a very 

s imple terminal progra m u sed by 
"Tillers," the user could not determine 
who he was while in Pine. "Tillers" exited 
Pine and typed fi11xer til/ers@y11J ._1;11 .edu, a 
command that fats information about the 
account. Included was the owner's name, 
Professor Peter Tillers. 

The information provided by "Tillers" 
assisted in pointing the system operators 
to the source of the problem - a hardware 
malfunction that prevented a certain box 
frQm properly hanging up. It has since 
been replaced with a new one. 

The Future of yul.yu.edu 
One of the pitfalls of the information 

superhighway seems to be that no svstem 
accessible to others is ever completely 
immune to breaches in security. Being 
connected to a network that allows mil
lions of users to access it greatly increases 
the chance of attempts at unauthorized 
entry. 

Although the problem that faced the 
YU system in this instance was, embar
rassingly, due to faulty hardware, the 
university is not alone in its battle against 
unauthorized and illegal entry. America 
Online, an on-line service that boasts mil
lions of users, is trying to battle access 
programs such as AOL4FREE, an altered 
version of the on-line service's software 
that circumvents all billing for time on
line. 

Unfortunately, tlw computer hacker 
has metamorphosed in step with technol
ogy. As the uncensored Internet contin
ues to grow, sodo the sites where hacking 
infom1ation is readilv a\'ailable. Todav's 
hacker is no longer ti1e stereotypical n�r
dy teenager. It is now an older, highly
skilled programmer. TI1e new infiltrators 
who work for foreign governments, rival 
corporations, or organized crime, exploit 
security weaknesses to hide monetarv 
transactions, steal confidential inforrn�
tion, and destroy the data bases of finan
cial institutions. Many of these trespass
ers have the capability to shut down net
works and destroy software. Hacking is 
no longer a hobby, it has become a profes
sion of the underworld. 

Hackers have developed highly so
phisticated programs known assniffersoft
rmrc. TI1e programs monitor networks 
and detect up to the first 1 20 kevstrokes of 
a newly opened Internet session. In the 
process, the software captures the user's 
account and password infonnation. If the 
victim happens to be the System Opera
tor, the criminal can do an infinite amount 
of damage. 

Security awareness is one wav to com
bat the problem of these hackers. The 
Yeshiva University system administra
tors are constantly engaged in increasing 
the level of security on YU' s system, how
ever it seems to be a Herculean feat. 
Rosenthal mentioned that he . ·eceives at 
least five pieces of mail each day regard
ing security, and admits that operators 
across the world "are always five steps 
behind." 

Dean Adler may have said it best when 
reflecting on the Tillers incident. "There 
are always costs with every technological 
benefit. Security and its violation is such a 
cost. It is unfortunately a consequence of 
the very efficiencies that make the com
puter and the Internet so much a part of 
modem life." 

Editors Note: "Peter Tillers"is actually 
An10n Storfer, the writer of this piece. 
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Karben Loses Election. ;  

Wins Respect 
BY COMMENTATOR STAFF 

It's back to reading, writing, and 'rith
matic for Ryan Karben, YC '96. The 21-
year-old politician narrowly lost his un
precedented November7bid for the Rock
land County legislature, but in doing so 
achieved newfound prominence in poli
tics and established n name for himself 
among the Democratic pmty's elite. 

Karben, the Commentator's Executive 
Editor, ran an extremely successful and 
fast-pnced campaign that required ardu
ous hours of speaking, handshaking, 
baby-kissing, nnd networking in that 
county north of New York City. His ef
forts included printing campaign litera
ture in Yiddish in order to befriend the 
many religious communities nestled in 
and around Monsey, and achieving the 
support of well-known rabbis in the area. 
In the end only three hundred of the 
20,000 votes cast separated Karben from 
office; he came in fourth place in a race 

with five others for three spaces, nearly 
unseating his Democratic running-mate 
in the process. 

Political observers note that if the 1050 
vote strong Skvere Hasidic sect -which is 
famous for voting in blocs - had lent just a 
third of its vote to Karben rather than the 
thirteen votes they provided , he would 
have been a winner. Another community 
did not vote for Karben in order to keep 
him on the Planning Board of the Town of 
Ramapo so he would expedite the con
struction of a new shul. 

But undaunted, Karben is already pre
paring for his next campaign for County 
Legislator (Karben in '97), and next time 
he will have experience, connections, and 
a college degree on his side. Also, he 
could possibly gain a county position as 
early as this spring, so political acumen 
cannot be left to decay. Meanwhile, the 
immediate future holds more days in the 
Heights and more nights in the Morg for 
Ryan Karben. 

Redstone Returns to YU for 

Chanukah Dinner 
continued from page one 

Dinner participants will also be able to 
make donations of 2,500 to 25,000 dollars 
and be inscribed in a "scroll of honor." 
Their names will then be included on a 
tribute page in a special edition of the 
Schottenstein (ArtScrol l )  Gemara, 
Maseches Megillah. 

According to YU Vice President for 
Development Daniel Forman, the event 
provides an opportunity to form "part
nerships" and new friendships with po
tential donors to YU, even though there is 
no fund raising at the dinner itself, with 
the cost of admission just covering the 
cost of the dinner. In addition, the univer
sity dinner provides a framework for the 
individual schools' (Yeshiva College, Rl
ETS, the High Schools, and others) din
ners, which will be occurring in the Spring. 

Forman also stated that unlike events 
held by other instih1tions, the speakers 
\•vill not be accepting nny compensation. 
Keynote speakers are usually attracted 
through friends of theirs in the YU com
munity. Sumner Redstone, ior example, 
who has nlready spoken at Sy Syms, was 
invited by YU Academic Vice President 

William Schwartz, whu is also a Viacom 
board member. 

About twenty-five student leaders usu
ally attend the dinner, which YU Director of 
Media Relations Bruce Bobbins called a "pre
mier event" in Jewish society circles, as well. 

Over 200 Students gather 

to Mourn Yitzhak Rabin 
continued from page one 

sastrous as they are unforeseen and un- however strongly, the policy, but not 
foreseeable." savage the personality." 

All Jews must learn from this tragedy, 
Dr. Lamm urged, to never again create Student Assembly For Israel 
an environment so saturated with ha- The student assembly took place on 
tred and animosity fueled by harsh Mondaynight,Novembersixth,inBelfer 
words; an environment whose product Commons. The eventwassponsoredby 
is ,a Yigal Amir or Baruch Goldstein. the Israe.l Club and the Yeshiva College 
"Our responsibility is to be responsible, . Student Council, and was attended by 
to recognize that violent rhetoric invari- over two hundred students. 
ably leads to violent deeds." He also At the assembly, students recited the 
warned of the impropriety of extending . prayer for Israel (tfilah leshlom hamedina), 
the realm of Halacha to one's political a prayer for her soldiers, several Tehilim 
views, calling this Mega/eh Panim Batorah arid finished with a moving rendition of 
Shelo Kahalacha. And finally, Dr. Lamm Hatikvah. In addition, the sfudents were 
stated that in the future we must all learn privileged to hear a few short remarks 
to be sensitive of and to avoid any ex- from YCSC President Josh Fine, and 
tremism and any extremist expression - from the Israel Clubs Arie Pelta, Michael 
whether one'spolitics lean totherightor Belgrade, and Alan Schwartz. 
tothe left. "We,may deplorewhata man In his speech, Fine called to all YU 
says - we may even find it deceitful and students to _ heed . the wake .'up call of 
hateful," Dr. Lamm said," butnevermay Rabin's murder, towork to end the divi
�e denigrate his Tzelem E!okim, the di- siveness found in Klal Yisroel as a whole, 
vine image which confers upon him his andYUinparticulan'1tismyhopethatwe, 
basic human dignity. We may oppose, as a student bcxiy, can start this trend." . · 
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BY STEVEN MIODOWNIK 

The outpouring of grief that has ac
companied the assassination of Yitzhak 
Rabin has been aptly described as mourn
ing for the very State of Israel itself and 
anguish over innocence long ago lost. The 
heart-rending images of a Jewish nation 
in shock over the death of one of its most 
famous sons bespeak the intimate rela
tionship Rabin had with the small but 
mighty country he led, and the extensive 
contributions he made to a monumental 
chapter in Jewish history. 

Yitzhak Rabin was a sabra. Before he 
rose to become the State of Israel's first 
native-born prime minister in 1974, and 
before he succumbed as its first prime • 
minister to be gunned down, he was wit
ness to the severe birthpangs and com
mander of the great battles that produced 
today's Israel. Born in Jerusalem, Pales
tine on March 1, 1922 to two immigrants 
from Russia and the Ukraine, Rabin grew 
up in a chaotic era of regular Arab rioting 
and oppressive British control. Although 
he originally intended to become an agron
omist, military service soon beckoned and 
he joined the Palmach at nineteen, emerg
ing proficient in combat strategy and 
steeped in leadership skills. 

In the precarious years before Israel's 
War of Independence, Rabin took part in 
forays into Axis-held Syria, commanded 
the Palmach raid on a British internment 
camp at Atlit, and spent six months in the 
squalor of a British prison in Gaza for his 
intrepid activities. His escapades in those 
days also included involvement in the 
Haganah attack on the Altalena, the Irgun 
ship that attempted to lanq at Tel Aviv 
with arms and reserves for the upcoming 
war; fifteen Jews were killed. Increased 
prominence came during the 1948 war, 
when Rabin led the famed Har-El Brigade 
in its valiant effort to keep the vital Jerus
alem corridor open during months of 
fierce fighting and brutal Arab assault. 
While Jerusalem's lifeline was never cut 
off and the city survived despite severe 
rationing, its heart, the Old City, was 
ultimately ceded to the Arabs and lay in 
their hands for the next nineteen years. 

By the time Egypt, Syria, and Jordan 
loosed their combined air, land, and sea 
forces on the young country in May of 
1967, Rabin had risen to the rank of Chief 
of Staff of the Israeli Army. His masterful 
planning was largely responsible for the 
recapturing of the Old City, as well as for 
significant victories on an fronts. In six 
days, those who had confidently been 
sounding Israel's death knell were com
pelled to recognize the reality of a country 
with great promise and hope. In 1968, 
Rabin left military service and became the 
architect of Israel's battles fought on the 
critical political front. 

As Israel's Ambassador to the United 
States, Rabin sowed and harvested polit
ical relationships that kept his troops -
who were still operating in the most hos
tile of environs - supplied with the latest 
machines of war. But lack of military 
readiness was the cause of much political 
upheaval. In 1973, Israel's enemies 
launched another futile attempt to wipe 
the country out. But the major losses suf
fered during the Yorn Kippur War ex
posed to the world how unprepared Isra
el's army was and shattered confidence in 
Prime Minister Golda Meir's leadership. 
Although Meir's party retained its major
ity in the 1974 elections by a narrow mar
gin, Meir resigned shortly thereafter and a 
52-year-old Yitzhak Rabin assumed the po
sition of prime minister. 

Rabin's first term as prime minister last-

An Embattled Hero Of Battles 

YITZHAK RABIN 

1922-1995 
eel but four years, as he, too, was forced to 
resign in 1977 due to a scandal involving his 
ownership of illegal bank accounts in the 
United States. During that time, however, 

. Rabin was responsible for some pivotal de
cision-making. He signed an Egyptian-Is
raeli disengagement agreement in 1975 that 
paved the way to the 1979 Camp David 
Accords and in 1976 he ordered a successful 
raid on terrorists holding 100 Israelis hos
tage in Entebbe, Uganda. 

After disappearing from the political 
scene for several years, Rabin returned to 
the Knesset in 1984 to become Minister of 
Defense during the period of Israel's dif
ficult withdrawal from parts of southern 
Lebanon. Rabin's tenure at the Defense 
Ministry also saw the first shadows of 
Arab uprising in Gaza and the West Bank. 
By the time he returned to the prime minis
ter's seat in 1992, when his labor party 
ousted Likud from power, the Arab insur
rection -with its formal appellation, Intifada 
- had gained considerable momentum and 
organization. PW leader Yasir Arafat, the 
crass guerrilla with the checkered kafiya 
who had for years organized terrorist activ
ity and gained notoriety as Israel's arch
enemy, had emerged as a prominent leader 
of the revolt. 

It was under these circumstances that 

Rabin turned to the formal peacemaking 
activities that contrasted so much with his 
life of waging war. Shunning the more 
right-wing policies of his predecessor 
Yitzhak Shamir, Rabin, coaxed by the 
Clinton administration and left-wing par
ties in the Knesset-e!}1barked on a contro
versial mission to forge a treaty with the 
Arab population residing within Israel's 
post-1967 borders. To do that, he was 
willing to trade "land for peace" and his 
government curbed much Jewish expan
sion and building in the West Bank and 
parts of Jerusalem, in direct contrast to the 
Likud policy of aspiring to create a Jewish 
majority in Arab areas. 

But the scene that unfolded one year 
into Rabin's term still came to the utter 
astonishment of a world unprepared for 
sudden change. Some applauded and oth
ers cringed as they watched Rabin ginger
ly shake the hand of Arafat on the White 
House lawn on September 13, 1993, as 
they jointly signed a treaty brokered in 
Oslo a week earlier. The agreement was 
an outline of how Israel would grant a 
certain level of political, economic, and 
military independence to Jericho, the Gaza 
Strip, and parts of the West Bank, and 
how, in tum, the Palestinians would cease 
their struggle against Israel and erase state-
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men ts contained in the PLO covenant that 
cal led for Israel's annihilation. The final 
status of Jerusalem was to be decided at a 
later point. At the ceremony, which was 
attended by hundreds of world leaders, 
Rabin acknowledged that Jews and Pal
estinians "are destined to l ive together on 
the same soil in the same land" and called 
for "Enough of blood and tears. Enough." 

While the developments were hailed 
by the world as the cornerstone of a per
manent peace in the Middle East, the 
Jewish community - both in Israel and in 
the Diaspora - was largely divided over 
the ini tiatives of the Rabin government. 
Emotionally, many were unwilling to deal 
with Arafat and his sordid past and doubt
ed that he had experienced a genuine 
change of heart. And practical ly, they 
argued, granting Palestinians autonomy 
would only exacerbate Israel's terrorism 
woes instead of achieving real peace. More 
religiously sensitive elements of the pop
ulation decried Rabin's attempts to re
duce Jewish control of a reas of lsrncl. 
Others, exhausted from decades of war 
and hate, were will ing to take the "risk for 
peace" and supported Rabin's efforts ei
ther cautiously or wholehearted ly. 

The most immediate effect of the Oslo 
agreement was a devastating spate of Ha
mas terrorist attacks on Israeli citizens that 
has continued for two years. Countless bus 
bombings, stabbings, and kidnappings in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and Gaza proceeded 
unabated and served to undermine confi
dence in the likelihood of a successful peace 
with an Arab population bent on destruc
tion. To many, the bombings incticated the 
inability or unwillingness of Arafat to con
trol violent terrorists within his midst and 
contributed to the farcical nature of the pro
ceedings. Rhetoric against Rabin, who had 
not enjoyed much support from the right in 
the first place, grew increasingly bitter and 
spilled out onto the streets in the form of 
massive protest rallies. The most vocal of the 
protesters were residents of the West Bank, 
who felt they had been abandoned and 
vilified by the Rabin government. 

The blood that was being spilled at home 
certainly marred Rabin's receiving of the 
Nobel Peace Priz.e along with Peres and 
Arafat in 1994. Although a treaty with Jor
dan's King Hussein was favorable in the 
eyes of most of the public, Rabin's harsh 
statements against those opposed to him 
elicited an even harsherresponse from right
wing citizens. Perceived as vacillating on 
the importance of Diaspora Jewry in gener
al, and American Jewry in particular, Rabin 
was assaulted from all sides. He stood firm, 
however, and continued the implementa
tion of the Israel-PLO accords, even in the 
midst of escalating Hamas violence and 
incendiary remarks made by Arafat to his 
fellow Arabs. 

In the months preceding his death, 
Rabin signed into effect the second phase 
of the Israel-PLO accords, which includ
ed the specific dates of Israeli withdrawal 
from Arab cities in the West Bank. With 
support for it tenuous at best, the accord 
passed in the Knesset by only a slim ma
jority which included the Knesset's Arab 
members. Intensified protests both for 
and against the peace process revealed an 
Israel deeply and dangerously divided. 
And at a massive peace rally in Tel Aviv 
on November 4, a young murderer at
tempting to alter the future struck down 
Yitzhak Rabin and with that act killed 
part of Israel's history too. For the story of 
Yitzhak Rabin was the story of Israel it
self,and the tragedy surrounding his death 
symbolizes the tragedy of an Israel once 
so proud and now so disgraced and frag
mented. 
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Question of Responsibility Persists 
llY MEl lt s. ZEITCHIK 

The motive behind the November 
fourth assassination of Israeli prime 
minister Yi tzchak Rabin seemed to 
mirror the country's personality; both 
are straightforward and direct. Un
like the last murder of an American 
leader while in office - the 1963 assas
s ination of John F. Kennedy - there are 
no mysteries shrouding the assassin's 
motives. Yigal Amir was a fervent ide
alogue who believed murdering the 
prime minister was a divinely in
spired, if not mandated, act. 

But if the motive is clear, the ques
tions which the assassination provokes 
are slippery and complex. What set of 
circumstances prompted the unprece
dented act? To what extent did fiery 
rhetoric play a role? And could a more 
active community of moderate Jewish 
laymen, rabbis and politicians have 

allowed ourselves too often the luxu
ry of intemperate, extremist expres
sion, and we m ust all band together to 
learn how to avoid it," said YU presi
dent Rabbi Norman Lamm in a Lam
port Auditorium address several hours 
after Rabin's body was laid to rest. 

The perplexing question of respon
sibility has evoked passionate reac
tions from the Orthodox Zionist com
munity and exposed deep divisions 
over the role of extremist rhetoric. · · 
For Lamm and others, the prominent 
role played by extremist rhetoric in 
generating violent action is clear. "One 
can never know for sure, but he [Amir) 
came from a normal Jewish family and 
learned in a wonderful yeshiva," said 
Mashgiach Ruchani Rabbi Yosef Blau. 
"How did he come to believe that it is 
permissible and desirable to kill the 
prime minister? 

Several right-wing students justify 

'Rosh Yeshiva Rav Meir Goldwichl delivers a hespedfer Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 

c1l tered the grim outcome? 
The questions seem backward-look

ing and non-productive, but such in
trospection has traditionally emerged 
in the wake of similar tragedies. 

They serve important purposes, like 
healing a grieving nation, and in light 
of the burgeoning movement of Jew
ish extremists, teaching lessons which 
might prevent future violence. 

"We must develop a new sensitivi
ty to extremism of all kinds ... We have 

the rhetoric on the basis of its truth. 
"He [Rabin] was a rotzeach, insisted 
senior Daniel Rubin. "If that's the fact 
that's the fact." 

But a much larger group believes 
that, even if right-wing rhetoric was 
exaggerated, attributing the killing to 
it is simplistic and unfair. "Intemper
ate language does not lead to killing 
somebody, not among moral, ethical 
people. Intemperate language leads 
to intemperate langu,age,/' said MYP 

Rosh Yeshiva and Biology professor 
Rabbi Moshe Tendler. 

To be sure, such a position allevi
ates responsibility from some members 
of the moderate Zionist community who 
might otherwise be held accountable 
for their less-than-passionate objections 
to the extremists. 

What it ignores, according to critics, 
is the lethal power of language. Speak
ing of right-wing posters which depict 
Rabin as a Nazi, YC senior Yair Silver
man said that "when you dehumanize 
people, those seeds will bear fruit." 

For these harsh critics of extremist 
speech, the assassination raises a vex
ing and painful moral question. Should 
moderates have vocalized their con
cerns more loud)y, marginalizing the 
extremists? Or did they wage a valiant 
struggle but simply lose the war? "We 
[moderate Orthodox Zionist] didn't 
completely delegitimize them [right
wing extremists]," said Silverman. 
Others are not as cynical. "The moder
ates tried, they were drowned out," 
said Biology professor Dr. Cad Feit. 

The reason for this may actually be 
a result of what many perceive as an 
advantage of moderates: their level
headedness, which prevents them 
from raising their voices above the 
din. "Moderate Jews are by defintion 
moderate both in their tempers and 

· voices," said one YC student. 
In the rush to condemn those with

in the community, some charge that 
one group has unjustifiably escaped 
scrutiny. This· group is comprised of 
the most significant actors on the po
litical stage - the poli ticians them
selves. 

According to some right-wing stu
dents, Rabin's policies instilled a sense 

· of fear in r ight-wing Israelis and 
played a significant role in his death. 
"When you perceive that your life and 
ideals are being threatened, you react 
in violent and irrational ways," said a 
student who requested anonymity. 

The blame, others say, can be ex
tended to the right-wing parties. Wish
ing to capitalize on emotional state
ments for political gain, they allowed 
what one MYP Rosh Yeshiva described 
as the "abuse of language" to flourish 
unchecked. "Extremists are always 
outspoken. What marked this situa
tion as different was the politicians' 
neglect to curtail the rhetoric, on both 
sides," said YC senior Jay Lisker. 

To whatever extent the idea of a 
Jew killing a fellow Jew is new, the 
notion of Jews arguing heatedly 
among themselves is not. 

Jews have disagreed vehemently 
throughout history, from the emotion
al 1 ! , sputes of the Gemara to the ran
Cl , r ,  · 1s atmosphere i n  the Israeli Knes

•Sl''. 'We debate, we shout, we don't 
c , ,ot," Likud leader Binyamin Net- . 
,in · ,1hu remarked after the assassina
t; ,. The very fact that such rhetoric is 

rbalized indicates a Jewish culture 
nd an [sraeli society strongly rooted 

in the principles of free speech. There 
might even be an obligation to tolerate 
the rhetoric, even if it does influence 
Yigal Amir and his ilk. "It's the unfor
tunate price we have to pay for de
mocracy," said YC Senate member 
Isaac Sasson. 

November 15, 1 995 22 Cheshvan 5756 
I t/'1r'Jt f{J 

f ,_ • page 9 �---'----------� ���t \U-lltntn.ett awr--, ---------�----
rrT'7'7'7'77'7'77'7'77'77':=1'77::77.n77?'77?77?'7?';>',1"r,"77"')'77/777'777777777.777.777777777.7777771 

"The assassination was the fa ult of 
the Rabbonim and Roshei Yeshiva 
who do not hammer in the minds of 
their students that murder-is the most 
abominable thing" 

-R.A. Soloveitchik 

Yitzhak Rabin (right) receiving a Yeshiva Unversity honorary doctorate, in 1968, fromfo,-mer 
President, Dr. Samuel Belkin (left). 

had befrierified and l¢afu�� Wi� dutjng their stay at ¥aV1'fh:) . > . •. , < · •. • · . ··· · . . 
· 

Althoug� the �X &\I� were hesitant to spea¥: _openly: and publicly about their 
personal experiences and encounters with YigaJ, they did aescribe him a s  an exceptionally . 
bright and analytical s�dent, w.ho enjoy, d arguing Talmudic points with his Rebbe, Rav 

. David Kav, SHLITA. Other_s added that it was typical of the other Israelis atKBY, in that 
he was serious about his learning _and committed to his people and his country. As one 
Smicha student, who asked to remain nameless phrased it, "there was nothing about him 
that made him stand out as a murderer or an assassin."• 

Ronnie Samet, one ·of the fewKBY students that would speak publically' recalled Yigal' s 
keen sense of humor, particularly his role in the 1993 Purim Shpeil. Samet also reminisced 
about Amir's commitment to learning. "1 remember all the late nights that Amir spent 
learning with my roommate. Be was a tremendous Matmid." - . · 

Finally, the KBY alumni stressed that the "Yigal Amir" that they lqlew at KBY was 
certainly not a madrnann9r aviolent individual, but rather a soft spoken individual who 
loved learnin and his coun 

Perspectives 
A World Anaesthetized to Death 

BY NOAH DAVIS 

Noah Davis is n Native of Montreal, 
and a second year law student at Bar-1/an 
Lnw School 

Campus has been a zoo since this 
has happened. Every and any news
paper, TV station, etc ... has converged 
on this tiny island. Sunday there were 
more media people here than students. 
The foreign press has been acting quite 
well interviewing people on an indi
vidual basis looking for what is be
hind the stories and a more in depth 
analysis. While the Israeli press has 
been looking for sensationalism and 
fights, if they couldn't find any they 
would create it. 

The first day, I basically decided on 
a policy of refusing to be interviewed 
and have basically kept to it. The only 
interview I have given is to channel 3 
in France, because they needed a 
French speaker (it was basically the 
first time I had spoken French since. 
high school but it went all right). But 
aside from that I have returned to my 
policy because I feel that I have noth
ing really to say, and in the words of 
Elie Wiesel "si lence reigns w here 
words fear to tread." 

To answer the most frequently 
asked question, yes I knew him. Not 
well, never had any deep or mean
ingful conversations with the man, 
but I knew him, we aH did. He sat ti 

not  20 meters from me in the kollel l 
last year, and went to the same law � " school as J .  He was not crazy, he was � 
a sal)e, intelligent, thinking individ- j 
ual .  Don't think for a second that i t  � 
was the fault of posters calling Rabin 
a " traitor" or a "Nazi; ,,-this was not 

� what influenced him. He had his pol-
� i t ics, they were extreme, but he 
J would only talk about them if ques
c..; tioned about them - he did not vol-

unteer or search_Q.ULcmillict. I don't 
know what eise to add about him as 
a man or as an individual. He was a 
hesder student who went to KBY, he 
did his shana aleph with the class of 
'88, there are many people that you 
know that may know him. 

Next comes the internal questions, 
the questions of responsibility. Ev
ery faction on the right acted prop
erly. They sent condolences and said 
that this was a bad thing. The only 
people who impressed me were YE
SHA. YESHA asked the questions, 
the right questions. They asked "did 
we maybe have something to do with 
this? Could we have in any way pre
vented this?" In the tradition of Elie 
Wiesel's philosophy they did not  try 
to offer answers because the ques-
tions are what is truly important. 
The st imulation of thought and 
ideas . 

This was their greatest contribution. 
The question remains where to go 

from here? People say that we will � 
never be the same as before. People ;; 
say that this is an incredible thing, l 
anunprecedented event, a Jew taking 
another Jew's life. How quickly we 
forget of Gedaliah and other historical 
references. Or in more modern history 
Arlozorov reigns as the classic exam
ple, while Be'eri, the Atelena there has 

been a lot of Jewish blood spi l t  by 
Jewish hands historically. As one his
torian said (I forget who) ''If it was not 
for the Jews, the Jews would not have 
suffered so much historically" ( the 
general gist of the quote not a direct 
one the direct one was much more 
powerful but temporarily escapes me). 

The world has a short and forgetful 
memory. Everyone says that we will 
never be the same. Let's try to remem
ber this in a week or two when this all 
dies down and life returns to normal 
and people all forget. I myself am 
guilty. When I read a paper, i f  I see the 
words Somalia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 
Yugoslavia ... my personal sensor kicks 
in, I close my eyes and flip to the next 
page. We are dulled and jaded to vio
lence, we are supersaturated w ith 
news. No longer does the death of 

Tac/111/ Hashn111csh (Kohelet) . 
There is so much more to say. So 

many more thoughts to develop but 
this has been enough for one day .  I just 
want to leave you with a few ques
tions, a few questions asked to us by 
journalists from here and abroad. 
Where were you when they called 
Rabin a Nazi? Where were you when 
they called him a traitor? Where were 
you when the leading Rabbis of this 
country, my Rosh Yeshiva included, 
signed on a document calling Rabin a 
Moser and giving him din rodef calling 
for anarchy in the army and a refusal 
to listen to orders regarding Yehuda, 
Shomron and Gaza? What did you do 
when you saw those signs at demon
strations, how did you react to it? 

Not that this is why Rabin was killed 
- Yigal was more intelligent than to be 

Israeli Flag flies at half-mast during the week of mourning. 

hundreds starving in Africa even af
fect us in the slightest, for this we are 
all guilty and because of this this too 
will pass into the realm of our past 
and our memories. Ask anyone where 
they were when they heard JFK was 
shot and they will tell you; that no one 
forgets - that is sensationalism. But 
we all thought that the World would 
change and we would never be the 
same. again, but nothing has changed. 
Not due to that, not at all. Eyn Hadash 

influenced by that. Not that people 
chanting outside of the white house 
"Hey Hey LBJ how many kids did you 
kill today" would have led to inciting 
his assassination, so to this did not 
lead to Rabin's. But the question re
mains . . .  

WHERE WAS I, WHERE WERE 
YOU, WHERE WERE WE ALL AND 
WHAT DID WE DO??? 

Forme,: Yeshiva College Student Counc;il President Avi Stein/au/presents Yitzhak 
Ra.bin with a Yeshiva University sweatshirt 011 the occasion of Rabin 's last visit to 

Yeshiva University in 1992. Among those present was former Yeshiva University Board 
of Trustees Chairman, Mr. Ludwig Jesse/son, and Yeshiva University Senior Vice

President Emeritus Rabbi Dr. Israel Miller. 
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BY Jos11 HoSSEINOFF 

Just as a gl't1L'ration ago the news of 
President Kennedv's assassination for
ever ingrained in ·the memories of our 
parents what they were doing on that 
fatefu l day, so too I don't think our 
generation wil l  soon forget where they 
were when thev heard the news of 
Yitzhc1k Rabin's �ssassination. Myself, 
1 was on a bus in Jerusalem coming back 
from visiting some friends when the 
bus d river was listening to the radio 
and Wl' all heard the announcement 
that someone had shot the prime minis
tl•r. Around 1 1  PM the newsreader said 
th,1t Yitzh,1k  Rabin was in very serious 
condition and his chanCL'S wert' sl im. At 
I l :3Ll, about 1 5  minutes a fter 1 reached 
mv unck•'s home, the whok• country 
w:,s stunrwd as \\'L' heard the ,wws that 
Yitzhak R,1bin was dL•ad .  

Mv initi,11 rmction upon SL'eing the 
tele,·ision footage of the assassin, Yigal 
Amir, was that at least he w,1sn't rdigious 
since he w,1sn't wearing a · kippah. As I 
was later tn learn, not only \Vas he reli
gious, but unt i l  a few years ago he also 
attended the very same yeshiva that l am 
learning at this year, Kerem B'Yavneh. 
The reaction to the assassination here at 
Kerem B'Yavneh probably mirrors the 
reaction among religious Jews else,-vhere. 
Most people were upset and outraged 
over the fact that a Jew could murder 
another Jew; some were upset that now 
Shimon Peres would probably accelerate 
the transfer of land to the PLO; some were 
upset about the stigma it would put on 
religious Jews in Israel; and to our shame 
as Jews, one or two foolish students were 
even happy at the murderof a fellbw Jew. 

. 
OP-ED : 

A View From Within 
On Sunday night the Yeshiva orga

nized a bus for us to go to Jerusalem to 
pass by the coffin of Yitzhak Rabin and 
to say Tl'11illim there by the Knesset. 1 
h.id left enrl ier with some friends in the 
hope th.it we could nvoid some of the 
crowds. From 1 0  PM to midnight we 
w.iited by the outer gates of the Knesset 
but the police were not letting anyone in 
as there were a lready far too many peo
ple inside. At midnight I gave up and 
went to my uncle's house for a few 
hours. 1 decided to go back at 4:30 a.m. 
in the hope that the crowds would have 
thinned out a bit. When I got there the 
crowds were larger than they had been 
at midnight but at least it was moving 
forward at a slow pace. After three 
hours of inching forward we finally were 
able to walk past the bier. I decided to 
read chapter 9 of Tehillim which is read 
in Israel as part of the prayers for Yorn 
Hazikaron. I was however choked with 
emotion and could not come toread the 
words out loud. The people there that 

day at the Knesset ranged the entire 
spectrum of Israeli society, from ardent 
secularists to chareidim, chassidim, and 
kipot srugot, and even arabs and druse. 
Israel radio reported that .in the 24 hours 
that Yitzhak Rabin's bier lay in state at 
the Knesset over 1 mil lion Israelis, about 
a fifth of the country went their to pay 
their respects. 

Monday afternoon at 2 PM the whole 
nation stood still for two m inutes as 
air raid sirens blared in memory of 
Yitzhak Rabin. As I watched the fu
neral on television I was awe struck at 
the assembly of world leaders who 
came to pay their respects. I had ex
pected that Vice President Al Gore 
and the Secretary of State would come, 
as usually the President does not trav
el on such short notice. Instead, most of 
the American government came, includ
ing former presidents and cabinet sec
retaries, as well as just about every Eu
ropean leader, the Egyptian president, 
King Hussein of Jordan, some arab offi-
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dais from Oman and Qatar, and quite a 
few leaders from Asia and Africa. By all 
accounts President Clinton gave the best 
eulogy at the funeral, and it seemed like 
what he said really came from his heart. 
His words have even reintroduced the 
farewell greeting of shalom to Israelis who 
had long gotten used to saying bye, lehit, 

or ya/la. 
After 2000 years of exile if we had 

learned anything from the history of 
our people we would know that no 
external enemy is as great as the enemy 
from within. When we were united we 
could conquer the land of Israel, both 
3000 years ago and in 1948 and 1967. 
When we were driven by sectionalism 
and zealots assa·ssinated Gedalyah be11 
Achika111 during the Second Temple, it 
led to the final destruction of the Jewish 
kingdom in Israel and the long exile that 
followed it. I would have hoped at least 
that Yitzhak Rabin's death would serve 
as a sobering thought to all sides, that 
perhaps the invective had gone too far, 
the arguments had gone beyond civi
lized debate but one week after his 
death it already looks like the lessons 
of our history have passed by most 
people unnoticed. Shin Bet security 
agents have already been trying to 
recruit informers at hesder yeshivot, 
and now the Interior Minister Ehud 
Barak has announced plans to change 
the Law of Return to prevent anyone 
who praised or advocated Rabin's as
sassination from entering Israel. And 
if the witch hunt of the left is not 
enough, airead y the graffiti of the week 
at the central bus station in Jerusalem 
says: "Yitzhak Rabin was a sacrifice 
for peace, Shimon Peres_ is next in line." 

Students React With Shock and Confusion 

As Rabin Assasination Hits Close to Home 
BY CARL HOCHHAUSER 

It was a scene repeated hundreds of 
times in shuls across the New York area. 
Right before 111i1 1c/,a on Shabbos after
noon, rumors began to circulate that 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
h.id been assassin.ited. Possibly even 
more disturbing was a report that his 
murderer was .i religious Jew. Unable 
to learn more until a fter Havdala, Jews 
waited impatiently until they were able 
to turn on CNN and find out the full 
storv. 

On campus, many students returned 
to Washington Heights after Shabbat and 
headed straight for the Marg lounge to 
watch the news and debate its implica
tions. Though many were visibly upset at 
the death of Israel's head of state, the idea 
that the architect of Israel's military victo
ries should be slain by one·of his own was 
even more upsetting. 

Isaac Zimmerman, YC sophomore, 
remarked that "just because you dis
agree doesn't give you the right to kill 
him. Political disputes should not de
volve into physical confrontations, es
pecially of this kind." 

Some students were saddened by a 
look at the bigger picture. Menachem 
Levine quoted his rebbe, Rav Meir Tw
ersky, as saying that "this is our worst 
nightmare." Levine added that the chil
lul Hashem that this will generate is be
yond measure, so it is incumbent upon 
the Orthodox world. to denounce the 
assassination with all of our power. The · 

Students gather lo recite tehilim in memory of Rabin 

world will perceive that a person who and pervert halacha to the point where 
ostensibly stands for Torah values is he feels that he can mete out punish
capable of committing such a heinous ment to someone that he deems worthy 
crime. Yet in truth, this should 11ot dis- of the death penalty." 
parage the religious community since But not everyone shared such dis
"Yigal Amir isn't really one of us. Being dain for the killer. On Saturday night 
religious doesn't mean wearing Tzitzit one student reported that he heard 0th
and a kipa. It means keeping all 613 ers running down the hall celebrating 
mitzvot. Pretty high up on the list is the Rabin's death and praising his killer. 
prohibition against murder," conclud- Another student commented that al
ed Levine. though Rabin's death was not positive, 

Lance Corporal J.J. Sussman, SSSB it would "not be terrible" if the murder 
senior and former member of the Israeli ultimately halts the peace process. 
Defense Force's Artillery Corps main- Mashgiach Ruchani Rav Yosef Blau, 
tained thattheincidenthitcloseto home. who was present at the time, exploded 
"It especially pained me that a fellow withangerat thisstudent.Studentsgath
l1esdemik could commit such a crime ered around Rav Blau to hear his views. 

on the matter and w.p.y he felt so strong
ly that this student was wrong. 

Many students also waited with bait
ed breath for their respective rebbeim to 

-speak about the assassination. Students 
listened with rapt attention to Dr. 
Lamm's eulogy on Monday, and read 
speeches (received over the Internet) 
given in Israel by Rav Yehuda Arnita!, 
and Rav Shlomo Aviner. 

Andrew Wurzburger, YC junior, 
said, "it's really good to see that when a 
major event like this occurs in the Jew
ish community, talmidim are anxious to 
hear what their rebbeim have to say. 
People wanted to hear the Torah ap
proach on the issue and why Amir's 
action was halachically invalid." 

Conciliatory comments about the 
murder did not bother only Rav Blau. 
Ari Eckman, YC Sophomore, said that it 
was bad enough that a Jew murdered 
another Jew. "But what makes matters 
worse is that some Jews are actually 
happy that one of our own was killed." 

YC Senior Eytan Marcus also con
demned Amir, but warned against mak.; 
ing Rabin into a martyr. "We shouldn't 
let this incident sway our opinions on 
this situation as a whole, nor change our 
convictions, many of them religiously 
grounded.' Marcus also related that 
someone in his Israeli Politics class got 
up and said that it was understandable 
that Rabin was killed. By acting as a 
"dictator,/1 this student argued, and de
nying people a political outlet for their 
views, he sealed his own fate. 
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Reb beim React to Assassination 
continued from p�ge one 

. "they [the religious Jews] learn Torah, 
and this is what it leads to!" 

talitarian techniques. His [Rabin's] re
sponse t� the settlers' civil disobedi
ence was to· 'break their bones'. His 

Right Wing Zionists to Blame? government controlled the press, ra
Many Roshei Yeshiva - beginning dio, police, courts - they declared a 

with President Lamm-assigned blame military emergency." 
for the assassination to ultra-right wing Rav Tendler pointed to police charg
Zionists and Rabbonim who escalat�d ing peaceful demonstrations on Dagan 
a heatedpolitical debate over thepeace Hill in Efrat, as well as holding up 
proces� irito a personal hatred of Rabin. buses headed t� J_e�salem for p�otests. 

"There is something awful l y  Tendler also criticized the Rabm gov
wrong," declared Rav Yehudah Par- . .  emment for giving up "too muc�, too 
nes, "with a modem, religious, Zionist fast" and for shroudmg the details of 
Chinu5=h that teaches that giving up a the Oslo agreements in secrecy. And 
piece of land is the end of the world." even while lauding t�e Israeli govern- · 

"Those whc:i spoke against him .ment as "the greatest supporter of To
[Rabin] should have been more careful rah education", Tendler declared that 
with what they said," asserted Rav "the error was never made by me to 
Abba Bronspiegel, "A Rav in Brook- treat Rabin as a Rosh Yeshiva." 
lyn said its a mitzva to !<ill him. No �ne "ldidno:co�ider him [Ra�in] a l:ad-
can use a halacha to kil l  someone. · er of Israel, said Rav Bronspiegel, He 

Rav Soloveitchik was even inore ad:.. was no tzaddik. If you say Zt'l (the mem-
amant in assigning blame. . . ory ofa righteous man is a blessing) on-

"[The assassination] is the fa�lt of . him, then on whom can you not say 
the Rabbonim and Roshei Y eshivh who Zt'l?" 
do not hammer into the minds of their Rav Bronspiegel was referring to a 
students that murder is the most abom- tribute ad by the American Jewish Com
inable thing." . . . mittee which appeared in the New York 

In fact, members of the administra- Times. The ad, which offended many 
tion and Public Relations depart_ment religious J�ws, calle� Rabin a Tzaddik. 
· at YU are concerned-that the image of Rav Meir Goldw1cht quoted from 
YU, and of Modem Orthodoxy in g�n- the "Song of Peace" which Rabin sang 
eral, wiU be irrevocably tarnished by , .  at the Peace Now rally shortly before 
being a_ssodate� w�th Yigal Amir, a his death. .- . . . former student at Kerem B'Yavneh; "No song of praise or victory will 
and Baruch Goldstein/a former stu- . avail us. Therefore, sing only a song of 
dentit YU; •.

.
. .  · · . 

. 
.· · . · . . peace. Don't whisper -a prayer - sing 

· i "We must establisff beyond • any aloud a. song of peace." 
shadow· . of . a • doubt/' e�clafmed Rav ,. "It is _ forbidden to sing this song," 
�la��:iifuat we· �o il9tcondone ',killing . .  · .Rav Gol4wicht told the :stud�nts. 

· If}�i�r,eperc�1ved by the J_e�is� com- . • . . · · 1:{avMers�el R�i�hm�, who �s we!l 
IIllltp.ty ,sahotbe� of�razies thenour known -for his activism mlsraeh pol�. ,�ilityto be a . significantJorce

. 
is _di- . . tics,refused to comment on the assassi

ininished." ' . · . 
. 

· . . · .  . . . 
. 

nation, citing the "emotions of the mo
; >. In fitct, memoers of the Anglo-Jew- . ment" as not conducive to proper dis
ish press were snooping around YU's cus�ion.  Other rabbeim, who refused 
uptown campus fa.st week trying to ·· to be . quot�d on t�e record, op��ly 
find students who support the assassi- called Rabm a traitor to the Jewish 
.nation iri. 1Jrder to paint an unsavory people and referred to the fact that it 
picture of YU According to Rav ·mau, was Yftzhak Rabin who gave the o_r
these writers met With success as a: few ders to sink theAltalena, an Irgun ship 
students ;,went to the Jewish Week and carrying aid to Palestine in 1948. 
re�mted that hefor� the assassination, . . . . ,;1:� w�s the master of political a�sas
if you supported the peace process you smations, declared one Rosh Yeshiva. 
couldn't open your Iriou_th in YU." . · Al l  Rabbeim, however, i�sisted that 

Rabbeim who held long"'.standing Rabin• did not deserve to die and that 
opposition to Rabirt's policies were in- nothing that he did gave anyone a rea
sulted that they would be blamed for son .to kill him. If some rabbeim were 
his death and insisted that the assassi- adamant in their dislike of Rabin, oth
nation has no bearing on their views of . ers could see no fault in the slain lead-
Rabin and his government. er, calling him "today's equivale1:1t of a 

· . . . . · • • ·· · Jewish King" and asking that the 12th 
' .. Rabin. Noh Tzaddil< . . . · . ,. , _ _ . _ · ofChe.shvanbe declared a fast day on 

\ - ''Tite�.·is a q�alitatiy¢ �fer�r=�be---: t��·(Je\Vish: c��ndar. Rabbi . Lamm� at 
��'..protest an_d . ��-ti�11/ de- hi� eulogy. in Lamport auditorium, 
clared 1lav -Moshe-Tendler. '�Inte¢per.: : call�<i Rabin !'a greatman" and one of 
·:i!�,§rigua,ge. _cl� .. n<>f.iia.4/if:�llirlg _· <''.noble: nefesh/' · ·. · ·• _. . . . . �fu�boclr·.C�ot.:·among '.ffi��al, ie.��-, · :,�v .Ah�on �lo�eitchll_< recalloo_ a 
pet:,ple:"' t : . : , .. . > . '.\ : .. -F (J ' · \VarJll�lationshipwithRabmandman.,
:<,i'Noriethel�s·· Tendler··folt:.itileces-_- :: taiiled tllat he was·always ·treated �th 
:�'.t9c.iiic�l -�Slln�i1Ye�g�g�fu�rtt•� ·•· · �ped cUld_ pe�nal deforence. In a 1� 
:·�hiclt;h� .Was/to .. :d,�Hver Ift!,ulogy_.for.· •. ·. ·• 

ll}�Lwg- he _wamed_.Rabin: "Mr. Prime 

':!11.�¼��,;Z�il{�fjii 
''Jews _· · ·•·· · · · · •RaJ>in�s d,E!ath),'�/ i i _ l9?7w� youcapturedJeritsalem,:you 
,; . - ,��r::��t�ip�?;lh��.��t -P�y� .. tl_telVa}'�ortho�dsofstuclents 
.Rab� c�rt�y-did 11ot d�.¥?eye �o.die., . •· . .  to gravitate to the .Western Wall and 
hi�g�v,el1lll\e,nfstillp:1ade�ye�al�- becpm_e Ba'al� ';rmuva. Wh� yo�-� 
·:takes jvhich must be acc�unted. for. .. gan this peace process, you nsk losing it 
. :  ., . �;'I'he Rabin:goverrunffnt decided to · · all, � back on it, Mr. Prime Minister, go 
crusJ,, the opposition using classic to- back on it." . 

-L ETTERS -
T o  t h e  E d i t o r  

Destroy AEPi? Destroy 

Its Causes First. 
To The Editor: 

A few students have the impression 
that I had great difficulty in deciding 
what to do with the AEPi issue. I hope 
that everyone now realizes that I un
equivocally oppose the fraternity, since 
its existence on campus certainly threat
ens the unique ideals and atmosphere 
of this school. Nevertheless, AEPi fills a 
vacuum that current student groups do 
not. Any stance against AEPi is useless 
without first uprooting the conditions 
that led to its inception. 

Why should we consider the needs of 
potential AEPi members at all? As one 
person who came over to me put it, 
"They're animals. They don't belong 
here at all!" That is a troubling attitude 
to take towards fellow Jews whose very 
presence at YU evinces their interest in 
furthering their ties to Yahadus. Be
sides, like it or not, they are already 
here. The presence of a large, well orga
nized force of disaffected group of stu
dents such as AEPi is inherently desta
bilizing. Given that any AEPi request 
for recognition would now be refused 
by a united Council, the urgency to 
confront the'needs of those students is 
greater than ever. We must rectify the 

. atmosphere which originally led a band 
of YU students to consider forming it at 
an. 

YU has been called "one big fraterni
ty," yet some here remain outside this 
chevrah. Some have different sources of 
inspiration, different goals, different 
priorities, and different outlooks. . A 
noticeable minority feel that student 
leaders, teachers, and others simply do 
not understand what kind of problems 
they face, or do not care. Students in the 
apartments feel distanced from the cam
pus. Annotihce�ents of student events 
just cannot be put up in an apartment 
bui lding lobby as they are in -Rubin 
Hall. A disproportionate number of 
apartment dwellers never handed in 
their forms for this year's G1iide. Not 
every apartment resident would run to 
join AEPi, but that sense of detatchment 
from the main student body leaves too 
much room for temptation .  Moreover, 
students in the dorms can also feel as 
though they live at a distance, even if 
they live in the bowels of Morg. Al
though no student should be left out
side our chevrah, many stil l  are. 

AEPi. also holds the lure of a well
developed commercial network, giving 
students contacts for jobs. Arguably, 
the readily available professional con
tacts are the real motivation behind the 
decision to join AEPi. This last issue 
only highlights our need to expand the 
Career Services Office and strengthen 
our ties with YU alumni through such 
means as the Big Brother program that 
was initiated last year. 

The Aalienation problem is a bit trick
ier to solve. Rav Kahn has suggested 
that we hire more Mashgichim. The 
Shoalim U'Meishivim program has al
ready proved its worth by helping a 
number of people adjust to YU life, in
side and outside the Beis Medrash. Our 
President,Josh Fine, has started appoint
ing apartment liaisons to help those out
side Rubin, Muss, and Morg distribute 
the Guides, and, more generally, "keep 
in touch." Volunteers are still needed. 
If you are interested, please call 781-
9886. Fine has also offered the "Apart
ment Guys" the chance to form their 
own club. Perhaps that is another way 
to go ... 

We must remember that any solution 
should strive to unite the campus, not 
split it into newer and smaller factions. 
A chavrusah program, pairing IBC, JSS, -
and SOY students, would help break 
down the perceived barriers which di
vide them. 

Are there more solutions out there? I 
think so . 

There is a Talmudic aphorism, that 
the cure is created before the disease. 
We can be sure that the solutions for 
problems such a·s alienation already exist 
in the hearts and minds of the students 
of Yeshiva. All of us must work together 
to solve them, since they are problems 
that trouble us all equally . .  These prob
lems will not go away if simply ignored. 
Ad hominem attacks are pointless un
less they are backed up with solid ef
forts to address these problems. For all 
the rhetoric unleashed in the past few 
months, virtually no action has been tak
en. The only way to destroy AEPi is to 
root out its causes. As long as they exist, 
an AEPi will come again. Only next time, 
our neglect will have made it larger and 
stronger. 

Dov Simons, Vice-President 
YCSC '95-'96 

Check otit the new 

. Commentator 

World-Wide-Web Site: 
http:/ /www.shamash.nysernet.org/ 

naolc/commie/ 
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-L ETTERS -
T o  t h e  E d i t o r  

Problems Worsen In the 

Wake of Rabin's Murder 
To the Editor: 

Saturday November 4,1995 will go 
down in Jewish history as a day of infa
my. My statement is not meant to have 
political or religious implications, it is 
my natural reaction to the assassination 
of the Jewish Prime Minister. On Satur
day night, \\'hen I heard those foteful 
words uttL•rt•d by the newscaster, my 
i m med iil te reilctinn was one of profound 
shock and intense pain . I recalled think
ing to myself, " How could the Israeli 
Prime Minister be murdered by a fellow 
Jew?" After such sacri fice �ilS spent 
defending the state of Israel, this is what 
happens to us? Can it be that Israel, the 
holy land , is nm,v the same as any other 
unstable Arab regime? Awed bv mv 
immediate intense reaction, I bega� cor�
templating the meaning of the act ori · 
both a political and personal level. 

While I am no dove and never had 
professed to being a supporter of Rabin, 
;i t  the ver�' least I respected his esteemed 
military career and placed i'l degree of 
trust in his decisions. Furthermore, 
\\'hl'lher one agreed or disngreed with 
Rabin .  lw nevertheless was the elected 
l 'rinw Minister o f  Israel, the most im
portant Jewish secular leader in the 
world . I still find it di fficu It to emotion
al h· ,Kcept that a Jewish fundamental
ist, acting like people from all funda
mcntcllist sects across the world,. assas
sinated Rabin, an  act so evil and divi
sive I ,1 t first questioi1ed the sanity of the 
murderer. I had a difficult tfme at
tempting to register and to put into 
perspective what had just occurred. 
While I couldn't yet translate my emo-

. tinns to words, I knew that one thing 
wa-; for sure. Israel , as I had known it al l  
of mv life, was changed forever. The 
conCL'pt of universal Jewish Achdut in 
wh ich the nation had first been founded 
on wou ld be forever lost. 

While hearing about Yigal Amir's 
,1ssassination of rabin niav have shocked 
me at first, 1 must say th;t after gaining 
my bearings, I wasn't completely sur
prised . Amir's fatal act was the result of 
a schism of Israel between the religious 
and Pro-land Nationalists and the most
ly irreligious pro-peace Secularists. It 
stemrhed from an argument about re
turning parts of our inherited land, an 
emotionally volatile topic dealing with 
the return of parts of our ancestral home
land, land that much blood was spilt 
over. The Right's calling Rabin such 
obscenities as: traitor, murderer, and a 
Nazi created a tense and dangerous en
vironment. Following the assignation, 
my only question is whether or _not the 
bridge between the religious and secu
lar has grown irreconcilably wide. It 
does not take Oliver Stone to realize 
Amir, was not a lone insane gunman 
who took out his psychosis on the world, 
rather, he was a sane, rational young 
man who was indoctrinated with a Jew
ish notion of Jihad. We Americans, who 
worship the Holy Dollar, tend to dis-

miss a l l  political and religious assassi
nations and acts of violence as being 
irrational and inherently evil. Yet, ac
cording to Eastern traditional funda
mentalism, Amir's act was a necessary 
means in order to ha l t  the peace process. 
Amir wa� indoctrinated with a panacea 
of violent rhetoric by extremist leaders 
and Rabbis in the Schtachim, who by 
threatening and cal ling Rabin inflam
matory names dehumanized him set
ting up the inevitable scenario of an 
individual taking up their pleas into his 
own hands. Thus, Amir was an ap
pendage of an ideological sect of Israe
lis; those who believe that protection of 
their land is paramount, even if it costs 
the life of their own leader. 

Undoubtedly, many secularist Israe
lis are calling for a purge of the far Right 
naticmal ists, who they feel should all 
pay the price for Rabin 's murder. How
ever, while I mc1y agree with a curtailing 
of public inflanimatory and threatening 
remarks by Nationalists toward gm;
ernment (there is no First Amendment 
in Israel )  for their own safety, I believe 
tha t punishing the Rightists will only 
exacerbate the situation. What good 
will come from further infighting with
in Israel? More Assassinations? Civil 
War? I ca l l  upon the secularists to push 
aside their call for vengeance and at
tempt to work out an imm�diate com
promise with the Right. The govern
ment should attempt to come up with a 
contingency plan f

o
r those settlers to 

who will �e losing their homes. This 
tragedy should serve as a catharsis for 
a l l  Israelis, a sober reminder of the evils 
of disunity and fanaticism. If the coun
try continues to be in this virtual state of 
civil war, the peace process soon will be 
meaningless because, ,,ve will be hand
ing away all of Israel to the Arabs. 

The assassination of Prime Minister 
Rabin will go down in history as an 
infamous act attempting to tear apar·t 
Israel at its core. Similar to the belief of 
the Saccarides two thousand years be
fore him, Yigal Amir felt that his violent 
zealotry was sanctioned by G-d. We, as 
religious Jews in Yeshiva University· 
must send Amir an abundantly clear 
message. No act of political violence, 
whether it be cloaked in the name of G
d or not, will be/tolerated. Amir is a 
cold-blood.ed murderer who with one 
shot of a pistol may have wiped out the 
land of Israel as we know it. His extrem
ist action aided no one as the peace 
process · will continue under the more 
liberal Peres. Now, confrontations be
tween religious and non-religious will 
no longer have even a modicum of re
straint. The true irony here is that while . 
Amir's murder of Rabin was an attempt 
to improve the situation for the reli
gious who were opposed to Rabin's 
peace plan, the direct result of his ac
tion, unfortunately, will in fact be the 
opposite. 

-Daniel Anziska 

Remember Ahavat Yisroel 
To the Editor: of his political beliefs, was after the 

destruction of the.first Temple. Geda
Hours after Yitzhak Rabin was as- lya hen Achiyakam was killed by a Jew 

sassinated, I found myself discussing for his attempts to reconcile with the 
the situation with one of my students. Babylonian enemy. His assassination, 

"How did you react when you heard a dark event in our history, led to the 
the news," I asked her. · Jewsbeingkickedoutoflsrael for good: 

"I wasn't sure how to react," she Jews now still fast each year on the 
answered. "I didn't know - is it good or anniversary of that day, marking not 
bad?."  1 h d f J h on y t e en . o ewis existence in Isra-

I was speechless. How could a ye- el at that time, but the ·moral and spiri
shiva high school student not know tual destruction of the Jewish people. , 
how to react to this atrocity? How'could While watching the news on the 
the killing of a Jew by a Jew in any way morning of Rabin's funeral, I heard the 
be a "good" thing? siren that rangthroughout lsrael mark-

Unfortunately this student was not ing a moment' of silence for the slain 
alone. Students of all ages throughout leader. It was not an unfamiliar sound. 
yeshiva day schools reacted with suni- I closed my eyes and recounted all the 
lar confusion. times I had heard that same grave siren 

Why? How could this be? One thing during rriy many visits to Israel. On 
is for sure: these students are not to Yorn HaZikaron, Israeli Veteran's Day, 
blame. Nor is it merely the fault of the the siren screams for a moment of si
boiling political atmosphere that has lence for the Israeli soldiers who died 
permeated our world since the peace fighting against Israel's enemies. On 
talks in Israel began. Rather, it is the Yorn HaShoah, Holocaust Remem
fault of the leadership and education brance Day, the siren screams for a 
within the Jewish community that has moment of silence for the six million 
led to a confusion about a most funda- Jews who perished at the hands of the 
mental aspect of Judaism-Ahavat Yis� nazis. During the Gulf War the siren 
rael, the love ·of a Jew for a fellow Jew. screamed out a·warning to take shelter 

The day Rabin was killed we read in from our enemy's missiles. And today, 
the weekly Torah portion, Lech-Lecha, .the siren is scre�ming for the evil that 
that G�d appointed Avraham to be a occurred from within. · 
light among nations . . · Avraham was We asJews have anetern:al responsi
told that through him and through his bility to ,carry on the mission we were 
children, the world wouldbe filled with given at our inception as a people, to. 
blessing. Along similar . lines, the last spread blessings throughout the world. 
mishna in the Talmud teaches that inG- And when. we fail to do that, our exist� 
d's eyes the only vessel of blessings in ence becomes meaningless. At this low 
this world is peace. Comrnent�tors on . point in our history, �e must now put 
this rpishna explain that all blessings in all our �fforts into raising ·our spiritual, 
the world are rendered 11ull and. void if  moral low by teaching Ahavat Yisrael 
there is no peace. And the mishna is ai<)ng with our basic tenets of morality, . 
certainly not referring to peace with the and by doing so attempt to rebuild our 
P.L.0., but rather' peace within OU!� · now tainted name as the light among 
selves, within Qur own family. nations. · 

This terrible event is unparalleled in 
our recent history. The last time a Jew
ish political leader was killed because 

Yitzy Schechter 
YC'92 RIETS'97 FGS'98 

Stern Hosts Sy Sym$ Shabbaton 
BY EZRA GENAUER 

The first Sy Syms School of Business 
Shabbaton in over two years was held. 
on the weekend of November 4 .at the 
midtown campus. There were thirty 
uptown students and over 50 down
town students in attendance, and _many 
other had to be turned away due to 
space constraints. 

The weekend's main attraction was 
Rabbi Neil Fleishcman, who has been 
labeled one of New York's funniest Rab
bis. Fleischman gave inspirational yet 
entertaining divrei torah on Shabbos, 
and hilarious stand-up comedy motzei 
Shabbos. Also in attendance was YD 
Smicha student Moshe Shapiro who act
ed as host Rabbi, delivering the speech 
in shul on shabbos and supplying a 
halacf,a shiur after Mincha. 

The entire uptown $y Syms Student 
Council board attended the Shabbaton 
along · with Downtown President Bar
bara Pollack. The Shabbaton'. was de
signed to give all participants the op-

portunity to get to know other Sy Syms 
students in less pressured atmosphere 
than their usual schedules allow. 

"I don't usually have a chance to 
meet new people at most student coun
cil events because I'm constantly run
ning after a recruiter or administrator of 
some kind,'; said Jerry Blugrind, an 
SSSB participant on the Shabbaton. The 
careful planning of the event by presi
dents Wald and Pollack led to a smooth 

. running and relaxing weekend. 
The announcement of the Rabin assas

sination late Shabbos afternoon damp
ened the spirit of the event, but the close 
camaraderie of the group made the shock 
easier to handle. Motzei Shabbos found 
the group closely watching CNN to get 
the latest details on the bre�king story. 

Because of the success of the 
event, preliminary work is underway 
for . a follow-up Shabbaton during the 
spring semester. With the planning be
ing done so early, student leaders hope 
to !Jlake space available to all students 
who wish to attend. 
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. Management Prevents· 
Prolonged Union Strike 

continued from page one 
The final agreement was the culmina

tion of a week which saw YU's campuses 
come alive with union members staging 
demonstrations and a week which was 
replete with miscommunication and ac
cusations. A, union strike approved for 
Monday, November 6, forced the admin
istration to schedule a marathoA negotiat
ing session with the union at 6 p.m. Sun
day evening, a session which ultimately 
lasted through the wee hours of the night, 
ending at 7:30 Monday morning. The hag
gard and exhausted negotiators from both 
sides emerged from the Belfer Hall con-

. ference room for breakfast with a tacit 
. agreement on a "no layoff" clause for 
twenty percent of . the union members, 
with the remainder. of employees joining 
the significant job security fund of the 
City(s League of Voluntary Hospitals. Pay 
raises an_d other aspects of the contract as 
finally signed were ironed out early that 
morning, too. 

The night had_ been filled with raucous 
debate during the union and administra
tion caucuses which punctuated the face
to-face dialogue. In developing the twen
ty percent figure, both sides followed the 
lead of the contract recently signed by 
union workers at the Albert Einstein Col
lege of Medicin_e. But union members 
were concerned that the administration 
was trying to divide its employees by 
asking them to choose who woul_d receive 
"no layoff" status. In the fina!'agreement, 
pure seniority is the deciding factor in the 
selection of the 118 protected employees. 

Between 7:30 and noon that Monday, 
union leaders contacted their lawyers at 
the union's national office and discov
ered that there were some problems with 
the language of some of the clauses -one 
of which even the administration later 
realized was actually illegal-agreed upon 
earlier that morning. At the union meet
ings in Weissberg Commons on the Main 
Campus and at Stem and Cardozo, union 
· members who had not attended the ses
sion were informed that Gerald Bodner, 
YU's labor counsel, had added "a mean
ingless provision into the contract" that 
would be "impossible to implement." The 
disagreement surrounded the legality of 
the percentages· of YU personnel joining 
the League of Voluntary Hospitals fund. 
Circulating a flyer with the words "Bod-

ner Lied" covering an outline of the job 
security package, organizers urged the 
workers to take a job action· to show the 
administration their solidarity. 

After the two-hour meeting, the union, 
whose Main Campus members had pre-
viously voted 201-24 to strike on Novem
ber 6, if there was no contract by then, 
initiated a full work stoppage until 6 p.m. 

. The administration had prepared for the 
likelihood of a strike and had already 
hired "scabs" to work the cafeterias dur
ing the busy dinner period. At a Student 
Life Committee meeting on Thursday, 
November 2, administration representa
tives had floated the idea of asking stu
dent leaders and other volunteers to help 
serve meals in the cafeterias, but YCSC 
President Josh Fine had adamantly balked 
at the notion. Library officials, too, had 
developed a contingency plan in the event 
that over half the library staff would not 

� return after lunch hour. 
Parading up and down the streets of the 

Main Campus in the early November frost, 
the workers alleged management devious
ness and vociferously chanted their desire 
for a contract. Dozens of students' heads 
poked out of the dormitory windows upon 
hearing the din toobservethecommotionas 
union members marched triumphantly by, 
occasionally jeering management officials 
standing agog on the sidewalk. A sleepy 
David Rosen, Director of Public Relations 
and a member of the administration's nego
tiating committee, expressed genuine sur
prise at the turn of events; managementwas 
under the impression that the union had 
been satisfied with the outcome of the nego
tiating session that had ended that morning. 

In private conversations with admin� 
istrationnegotiators,unionorganizersdis
cussed the problems with the proposals 
and a negotiating session was scheduled 
for Thursday night, November 9. On Tues
day and Wednesday, union members 
used their.lunch hour to protest in differ
ent locations on campus . but never ap- .. 
proved another work stoppage. They did, 
however, campaign to win the support of 
students and-professors by handing out 
copies of the union's position. Additional 
pressure was ptit on the administration 
when the union began organizing a dem
onstration for Sunday morning outside 
Belfer Hall in order to influence prospec-

tive students and parents on campus for 
Open House. But on Thursday night, the 
first proposal the administration threw 
out on the table - 118 of the 325 workers 
receive "no layoff" status while the �est 
get supported by a YU layoff support 
fund - was immediately accepted by the 
union members in attendance and the 
seventh and final negotiating session came 
to a close at a respectful 11 p.m. 

· The new contract has been applauded 
by most union members, who view the 
introduction of any "no layoff" clause as 
an impqrtant step. In fact, such a concept, 
of only recent genesis, is becoming in
creasingly common. Last week, New York 
City teachers accepted a "no layoff" con
tract with no raises for the next two years. 
According to Director of Supporting Ser
vice Administration Jeffrey Rosengarten, 
the co-chief-negotiator for management, 
productivity of the works should not be 
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affected because the "no layoff" clause 
only prevents firing ·employees to save 
money if YU were to face � door-closing 
debt situation. Under this contract, how
ever, workers are still subject to disciplin
ary action and firings due to indecent or 
unsatisfactory behavior. 

Sitting in his office the morning after, a 
relieved Rosengarten characterized the 
negotiating sessions as being "in a very 
good spirit of understanding and com
passion." He commended the twenty 
members of the negotiating committee 
for approaching the sessions with much 
enthusiasm and sobriety and noted that 
on that long Sunday night and Monday 
morning he knew that a final agreement 
wouldn't be reached: "I didn't sense that 
people were ready to come to an agree
ment. After all, negotiating is a human, 
emotional process." 

You Don' t H ave to P lay the 
Lottery to Get 

WINNING NUMBERS 

LSAT 
GRE 

average increase 
average increase 

7 points" 
2 1 5points• 

I 

L O T 1 E __ �_!. ---------------
A. 

B. 

(" . .A .  

GMAT . 
average increase 

70points . .  

7 70 215 6.5 

6.·5 215 70 7 I 

7� 215 6.5 7 

MCAT 
average increase 

6 . 5 points • •  

, THE 
PRINCETON 
REVIEW 

800•2•R·EVIEW 
"\'triliL"ll hl u DI� Sb ,\ccnunlin� Firm 
••V,riri1'11 h,- MolK'f Sl.,<·h Wurklwidt 

CScun, lnipn»<mc11L, on, ruundL'II In lire rttuml nrn,ul sron'., 

The Princeton Review is not affiliated with l'nnccton Univers11y. 



Page 14 I fflqe d!nmmenhdnrj November 1 5, 1 995 

... .  

A Message from the Yeshiva College Student Life Committee 

Five Dollar Shabbos Deadline Extended 
Dear Students, _ 

Shabbos in Yeshiva, thus far, has been extremely wonderful and 
rewarding. As we look forWard to spending more shabbatot _together, 
we need your assistance to ensure the success of a new system. The 
deadline for the Shabbat Enhancement Program's reduced student 
rate of $5.00, will be_ extended until Thursday morning, 1 :00AM. Until 
Friday afternoon at 1 :30-pm, anyone who signs-·up will be ·charged $10; 

. after that, anyone who comes for the meals withouthc1-ving signed up 
at all will be charged $2Q., J;his new system is only for .a trial .period. We 
strongly urge you to sign·�p early in the w�ek. In order that we don't 
revert back to the "old" prices, we ask for your cooperation. 

* We understand that in some extreme cases, individuals may not 
know their· plans for shabbat until the last moment, and have therefore 
tried our best to accommodate them. 

Thank you, 

Rabbi Jeffrey Chartoff 
Assistant Dean of Students 

Mr. Hillel Cohen 
SOY President 

Mr. Joshua Fine 
YCSC President 
Chairman, Student Life Committee 

Mr. Richard Grossman 
IBC President 

Mr. David Himber 
Associate Dean of Students 

Mr. David Merklin 
JSS . President 

Dr. Efrem Nulman 
· . Dean of Students -· 

· _ Mr. Bernard Pitt�nsky _ 
Director of Finances . 

Mr. Jeffrey Rosengarten . 
_ Director of -Supporting · · 

Service Administration 

· Mr. Sam _Wald 
SSSBSA President 
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Cross Country 1995-96 

A ''Wash Out'' Season 
BY STAN WATSON 

The anticipation leading to this year's 
Yeshiva Cross Country Team has failed 
to reach fruition after bad weather, un
timely injuries, and lack of commitment 
led to two forfeit wins versus Poly Tech 
University and Pratt Institute. The Mt. 
St. VincentandSt.Joseph'sCollegeMeets 
were rained out while the annual IAC 
Conference race- Halloween 4th Annu
al Invitational Oct. 29, 1995- resulted in 
a disappointing fifth place (of seven 
team) finish. The final race was a forfeit 
for Yeshiva, due to an incomplete team. 

Akiva Davis, who enjoyed a fine final 
running season; ran an excellent 35:06 
(21:12 3 mile split) for his outstanding 

finish to a stellar three year career. 
Davis' efforts, along with co-captain 

Michael Resnick' sand co-captain Chaim 
Matzen, the Montreal marathoner who 
ran a 3:25 for 26.2 miles (same distance 
as NYC marathon), contributed to a 
strong Yeshiva race. Gili Houpt trained 
but failed to place in the race. 

Other helpful harriers to the runners 
this season were: Adam Leibowitz, Jona
thon Lipschutz, and Gil Goldschein. A 
special salute to Mike Zelinitz who 
showed great responsibility and resil
ience. Josh Epstein and Ari Rockoff suf
fered injuries which limited their run
ning abilities. And promising senior 
Steve (Meir) Zeitchik was unable to re
peat his last year's fine showing. 

Hockey lntramurals: Week Three 
continued from page sixteen 

�eek 3 
Lawrence 6 Lieber 5 

In a high scoring duel played without 
Captain Oren Lieber, Larry picked up 
his third win of the season. Larry scored 
twice and Shmuli Spirgel added anoth
er to put Larry ahead 3-0 after one. 
After a goal by Lieber's team, Larry 
added another to make it 4-1. Yussi 
Grunberg scored a shorthanded goal 
and Howie Paskowitz scored early in 
the third to slice the lead to 4-3. After 
Larry scored again off his own rebound 
to make it 5-3, two late goals by Paskow
itz and Mike Kule forced the first over
time. Three minutes into the second 
overtime, Larry's fifth goal of the game 
was the game-winner, keeping his team 
undefeated. 

Mauskopf 3 Bennett 2 
Great goaltending by Dan Leffel and 

a long-distance slap shot late in the game 
h elped Mauskopf' s team prevail. 
Mauskopf opened the scoring for his 
team midway through the first with a 
power play goal. Andrew Bronfeld 
made it 2-0 scoring on a great individu
al effort; stealing the puck at mid-court, 
he fought off two defenders and beat 
the goaltender between the legs. At the 
end of the second period Bennett scored 
to cut the lead to 2-1. Late in the third, 
Bennett tied the game batting in a puck 
that had caromed off the back wall. But, 
with 16 seconds left Mauskopf beat the 
goaltender on a full-court slap shot to 
win the game, their second of the early 
season. 

Standings 
Leading Goal Scorers: 
Lany-9, Mauskopf-5, Goldman-5, Ben

net-4, Paskowitz-3, Bronfeld-2, Wolfson-2 

YU Students Participate in 

Model United Nations at Penn 
BY MICHAEL J. BELGRADE 

Sixteen students from Yeshiva and 
Stem Colleges represented their school 
and the country of Egypt at the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania Model United Na
tions Conference (UPMUNC) this past 
weekend. 

The YU contingent was plagued with 
a similar problem they had faced in the 
past - their inability to participate in the 
three sessions which took place on Shab
bat. Indeed, last year several YU stu
dents advanced arguments that YU 
should refrain from attending because 
of their limitations. 

But despite the obstacle, two mem
bers of the YU contingent, Yosef Roth
stein and Elizabeth Renna, still man-

aged to walk aw�y with an "honorable 
mention," and two other students draft
ed a resolution which passed the Gener
al Assembly. 

This year's Stem head delegate Ellie 
Wohlgemuth and YC head delgate Meir 
Zeitchik at the last minute raised the 
option of buying food for Shabbat, dav
ening at a shul nearby and staying in the 
hotel with the conference rathe:r than 
spending Shabbat at nearby UPenn, as 
had been done in previous years. Many 
delegates were concerned, however, 
with potential halachic difficulties, like 
the electronic key system at the hotel, as 
well as the spirit of Shabbat and the 
perception from the non-Jewish and 
non-religious schools. They voted to 
travel to Penn. 

. We Want YOUR Input : 

commie@yu 1 .yu.edu 
o r , ia  sn a i l  m a i l  a t :  

500 West 1 85th Street, N Y, N Y, 1 0033 

Ckart a course for success at 

Boston University 

in Israel 
Beer Sheva and Tel-Aviv 

Master of Science 

Degree in Management 

• Language of Instruction: English 
• Admission in September, 

January, and April 
• Option of 1 year full time or 2 

years part time 
• Undergraduate degree in 

business not required 

Phone 617/353-6000 
Boston University International 

Graduate Centers 

755 Commonwealth Avenue 

Boston, MA 02215  Ben-Gurion University 

of the Negev At1 equal opportu11it)� q{fir111ative action institution 

Mv MosT FAVORITE DESSERT 

COMPANY RESTAURANT & CAFE 

Is proud to announce the opening of our 

NEW LOCATION 

at 

120 WEST 45TH STREET 

(Between 6th & Broadway) 

Serving Sensational Pastas 
Fish, Salads, Northern Italian Pizzas 

and of course 
Our Mouth-Watering Desserts 

Outdoor Seating, Waterfall Atrium Seating 
Cholov Yisroel 

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner 

Sunday Brunch 

CATERING FoR ALL OccAs10Ns 
For Reservations Call: 

(2 12) 997-5130 
(212) 997-5032 

Fax (212) 997-5046 

All Credit Cards Accepted 
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Midnight Madness : 
Basketball Intramurals 

BY JONATIIAN NEISS 

As the intramural season rolls for
ward, the competitive level of play has 
L"ontinued. To this point, Grossman's 
Clippers and Friedman's 76ers are the 
undefeated teams in the league, while 
Croatia is the only squad which hasyet 
to win through four weeks of play. 

WEEK # 3  
LAKERS 50 N. J. TURNPIKES 43 
Despite playing without captain 

Adam Melzer , the Turnpikes led by 
Steve Mandel (15 points) and Mark 
Goldberg (14 points) kept the game 
close throughout. Lakers' Co- captains 
David Samet and Avi Wachsman , com
bined for 21 points, while Josh Elstein 
added 10 points for the Lakers in their 
first win of the season. 

CLIPPERS 48 CROATIA 39 
Grossman's Clippers dominated the 

match from the opening tip. Tough de
fense by the All-Syrian team including 
the scoring efforts of David Waknin ( 7 
points) and Dweck (11 points) did not 
suffice as Clipper forwards Eckman , 
Engel , Bennett and Welfeld combined 
for 42 of the team's 48 total points. 

CELTICS 41 RAPTORS 38 
This game featured exciting and com

petitive play as the Celtics outlasted the 
Raptors for the victory. Poor clutch foul 
shooting by the Celticsnearly enabled 
the Raptors to steal the game. Doni Glatt 
scored 14 and Ari Rockoff 10 for the 
Celtics. Not to be overlooked was the 
performance of Raptor Andrew 
Wurzburger , who scored 14 points in a 
losing effort. 

KNICKS 59 WARRIORS 50 
The Warriors grabbed an early lead , 

but an aggressive Knicks team took 

control of the game and achieved their 
first victory of the season. Once again 
Knicks center Daniel Lowe powered his 
way for 13 points, while Daniel Blank 
and Aaron Solomon had key contribu
tions for the Knicksas well. David Wild's 
1 6  points were not enough for the War
riors who fell to 1-1. 

Week # 4 . 
CLIPPERS 64 WARRIORS 53 
After falling behind early, the War

riors made a valiant effort to comeback 
but fell short. Strong performances by 
Engel and Welfeld sparked the unde
feated Clippers. David Wild led the scor
ing for the Warriors. 

76ERS 52 CROATIA 37 
Friedman's Sixers dominated the 

game from the start on route to their 
third win of the season. At times the 
fiesty Croatia team clearly looked over
matched, most notably by the superb 
play of guards Hillel Olshin and Jake 
Goldberg who were the scoring leaders 
for the Sixers. 

KNICKS 59 GRIZZLIES 50 
At the beginning of the second half , 

the Knicks found themselves trailing by 
8 with the Grizzlies in <;ontrol. Ten min
utes later, the Knicks led by Donnie Blank 
( 15 points ) , Eitan Butler ( 12 points ) and 
the defense of Ezra Cohen got their act 
together and took over the game in vic
tory. 

LAKERS 50 RAPTORS 35 
Close at the start, this match up turned 

into a blowout highlighted by a minor 
altercation which resulted in ejections, 
fines, and one game suspensions for 
those who participated in the brawl. In 
the game itself, A vi Wachsman and Dave 
Levine played well for the Lakers, and 
Sam Wald led the scoring for the Rap
tors with 17 points. 

Spend this Shabbos 

with 

Rav Aharon Kahn 

The New Blood Libel: 
Rabin 's Assassination 

and our Collective Guilt 

Macs Preseason Underway 
BY DANIEL WOLFSON 

If you are in the weight room on 
Sunday evenings and Thursday nights, 
you might see something very unusual -
the Yeshiva Maccabees are on a weight 
lifting program. That's right, newly ac
quired assistant coach Evan Goldstein 
has implemented a "semi-mandatory" 
weight lifting session twice a week for 
this year's basketball team. 

With only one week remaining until 
their season opener against Emerson 
College on Sunday Nov. 19 at 1:00pm, 
the Mac's are continuing to practice ten 
hours a week. 

The Mac's opened their pre-season 
with a scrimmage against Manhattan
ville College. The Mac's were far from 
mid-season form, but, showed signs of 
excellence during their three halves of 
scrimmage. Alon Zaibert drained sev-

. era I buckets from down town and proved 
that he can play in a transition game. 

Although he got off to a slow start, 
swingman Brian Wein showed signs of 
improvement. And Captain Alan Levy, 
as always, was a force inside. 

With one more scrimmage left before 
the home opener, the Mac's will contin
ue to work hard toward what they hope 
will be a successful season. 

Notes and Quotes: 
-Alon Zaibert is still bothered by a 

sore thumb. 
-Point guard Barry Aranoff sprained 

his pinkie. 
-Freshman Center Alex Shakhmurov 

is bothered by a sore ankle. 
-Mazel Tov to ex-Mac Daniel Aaron 

upon his wedding last week. 
-The season opens on Sunday No

vember 19th in the MSAC at 1:00pm. 

Lawrence Leading the way 

in Hockey Intramurals 
BY 'ONATHAN TIGER & WILLI DRAIARSH 

Great goaltending and overtime 
thrillers marked weeks two and three of 
the Yeshiva Hockey Intramurals. Two 
more victories kept Larry's team unde
feated, while Mauskopf hung tough 
posting a last-second victory over Ben
nett. 

Week 2 
Lieber 4 Bennett 3 (shootout) 
Lieber posted his first victory of the 

season in an exciting overtime shoot
out. Marky Goldman scored three goals 
giving his team a 3-1 lead after two 
periods, until Mikey Kopps scored two 

· third period goals to send the game into 
overtime. After two scoreless overtimes 
a shootout was employed to determine 

' ' 

tl!�e Ct!nmmettbttnr 
500 West 185th Street 
New York, NY 10033 

the victor. Zack Schenker stopped all 
four shots he saw and Howie Paskowitz 
scored the game winner for Lieber's 
team. 

Lawrence 2 Mauskopf 1 
In a game with sparkling goal tend

ing at both ends of the f loor, Lawrence 
emerged victorious. Daniel Wolfson 
opened the scoring by converting on a 
pass from Larry past goaltender Daniel 
Leffel. The lead increased to 2-0 when 
Larry scored on a blast from the point. 
From here on in, goaltending was the 
story. Nothing got past goaltenders 
Leffel and Feldman until late in the 
third when Jeff Epstein poked in a re
bound past Feldman to cut the lead to 
2-1. That was all she wrote· as Labe 
preserved the victory for his team. 

continued on page 15 


