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Muzin Elected to Head Next
Volume of The Commentator

BY RyaN S. KARBEN

Ensuringa climacticend toa
reporting tenure marked by ex-
tensive investigative journal-
ism,the Governing Board of The
Commentator has elected Nico-
las D. Muzin Editor-in-chief of
the paper’s Volume LXI. Arnon
Storfer will serve as Executive
Editor and Joshua Feldman will
assume the new position of
Managing Editor.

Muzin, of Toronto, has ex-
tensiveexperienceinevery area
of the paper’s content, having
served as both Associate News
Editor and Features Editor. His
lengthy and thorough articles
havebeen a Commentator staple
since Muzin joined the staff in
September 1994.

“Nick brings to this position
formidable enthusiasm and

--impressive dedication. His
work in both thenews and fea-
tures departments has afforded
him a unique opportunity tobe
involved in every aspect of our

reporting,” said outgoing edi-
tor-in-chief Owen L. Cyrulnik.
“We have every confidence he
will carry on The Commentator’s
commitment to accuracy and
excellence.”

As a cub reporter in the Fall
‘94 semester, Muzin’s investi-
gation of university employees’
charges of asbestos contamina-
tion in university buildings
landed him a coveted place on
the upper fold of the paper’s
front page. Healsocovered the
activities of the Racial Harmo-
ny Council and proposed

amendments to the YCSC con-
stitution.

“Ithink that what is remark-
able about Nick is that he
doesn’tflinchin the face of con-
troversy. He is not afraid to
tackle difficult and uncomfort-
able topics,” noted Ari D. Hirt,
the paper’s current editor. “He
exhibits a truly unusual resil-
ience.”

Muzin has raised eyebrows
this year with articles exposing
cheatingamong OrganicChem-
istry students and investigat-
ing alleged mismanagement of
the SOY Seforim Sale. He con-
cedes that some of his articles
have drawn some criticism.

“Thereare those who makea
habit of taking issue—some-
timeslegitimately—with things
that appear in print. What is
worth reporting is a difficult
call, but everyone needs to re-
member that our central mis-
sion is to provide the students
of Yeshiva with information

continued on page 15

Poll Indicates Students’ Call
for a Unified Beit Midrash

BY Yossi Lewis

The first act of the recently
formed Beit Midrash Commit-
tee was to conduct a survey of
student opinion regarding a
solution to the current problem
of overcrowding in the Batei
Midrash. The results, accord-
ing to Committee Chairman
Jonathan Neiss, indicate that
students want change.

“The consensus seems to be
that there is a definite need for
improvement,” says Neiss.
“The status quo is not suffi-
cient.”

According to the survey,
whichwas distributed to every
student in the dorms, 57% of
students feel that Yeshiva Uni-
versity needs one unified Beit
Midrash, while43% are against
thisidea. However, almost50%
of those who are against unifi-
cation favor change in the form
of expansion in either the Main
or Furst Beit Midrash, or in the
establishment of a Beit Midrash
in the Schottenstein Shul.

Although less than 50% of
Y.U. students responded to the
questionairre, Neiss felt that the
survey represents an adequate

Spring has finally arrived on campus, bringing students outside to
enjoy the warmer weather.
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cross section of the wants and
needs of the student body.

“I was pleased with the re-
sponse because the students at
Y.U. are usually apathetic to
this kind of survey. The people
who responded were for the
most part those who care and
are most likely tobe affected by
the situation.”

Approximately 75% of the
responses received were from
MYP students who, according
to Neiss, are “the ones who we
targeted in the survey because
of their connection to the is-
sue.”

Accordingtothesurvey, 62%

of MYP students support unifi-
cation while 38% do not. Half
of the MYP students who favor
expansion over unification feel
that Schottenstein is the solu-
tion. Neiss admitted that Schot-
tensteinisnotthebestidea,due
to its relative distance from the
heart of campus, and agreed
.that many MYP students may
favor this solution under the
assumption that they would
have first stake in the Main Beit
Midrash.

The results from BMP were
50% for unification - 50%

continued on page 15
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Candidates Gear up for
Presidential Campaign

BY Boaz KURrTIS

What was once a muddled
collection of hopefuls, many of
whom were ultimately unable
tocommit themselves to the de-
mands of YCSC president, has
winnowed down to a field of
just three individuals compet-
ing for Student Council’s key
post.

The Canvassing Committee,
thestudent-runbody thatmon-
itors campus elections, hasoffi-
cially reported the following
names as presidential candi-
dates for the upcoming May 2
balloting: Jason Buskin, Shraga
Goldenhersh, and Shmuel
Bodenheimer.

Among the three, the final
tally could very well be decid-
ed not only by the type of lead-
ership voters want, but also
from where the candidates are
coming. On a campus where
student polarization has be-
come an increasingly applica-
bleissue, the candidates, on the

See Profiles of
the candidates
for YCSC

President on
Pages 16-17

Phota: Daniel Gordon

Signedpetitions are the first step
in the nomination process

surface, seem to embody the
division lines that have long
separated factions within the
student body.

Thecandidates hail from the
two most highly represented
student groups on campus:
those who relate mostly with
right-of-center Judaism, usual-
ly referred to as the Yeshiva or
Beit Midrash crowd, and the
moderates, who are stereotyp-
ically associated with the IBC
“mainstream”.

Buskin, an IBC student,
seems to have emerged as the
centrist candidate, and the
MYP/Beis Medrash contingent
is widely viewed as Golden-
hersh’s political stronghold.
Bodenheimer is relying on a
maneuver whereby he hopes to
show that his background tran-
scends the stereotypes. He is

continued on page 15
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Fire from Above

Every issue, every month, and every year The Commentator
generates its wide range of critics; about three thousand in
total, the paper’s circulation. And each critical reader reacts in
their own self-satisfying way. Some curse the articles and its
editors, others respect them. Some publicly deride the paper
while others choose words of praise - some use the cafeteria as
their forum for critique, some the Beit Midrash, others the
bathroom, and the more serious critic writesbacka letter to the
editor. But this year students have popularized a medieval
methodology in dealing with their objections to an issue, an
article, or even a sentence - trash the paper, the whole paper,
maybe stacks of thirty to eighty at a time.

Eyewitnesses recall accounts of yeshiva men taking stacks
of papers and tossing them in the can with the same joy as
offering a korban. “It is a Chillul Hashem,(a desecration of
God)"” is just one remark often used by these trashmen as a
license to their action.

And last issue members of the Yeshiva College Dramatics
Society, including its president, went ona “Let’s throw out The
Commentator crusade” as soon as they read one critical para-
graph of an actor’s performance within an overall laudatory
play review.

Scary, isn't it.

Such an extreme philosophy should not fit within the con-
text of a Yeshiva, College, nor any other student curriculum.
Anyone who uses ‘higher’ causes or ‘sacred’ motivations to
warrant malicious behavior mirrors the tyrannical psycholo-
gy of a Yigal Amir or a Baruch Goldstein. What's most fright-
ening is that most of these students openly admit that they did
not even read the contested article.

And what about geneyva (stealing)? Stealing from paid
advertisers; stealing from the other twenty-five writers and
editors, and stealing from the paper itself - officially only the
first two copies are free as stated in The Commentator's dis-
claimer on page two. Oh yeah, we almost forgot - “Chilul
Hashem.”

EDITORIALS... EDITORIALS...
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| To the Editor |

Right and Wrong

To the Editor:

Over the past year, and even earlier,
therehasbeenacommon practiceamong
many of thestudents in Yeshiva College
and many of the Yeshiva University af-
filiates. As soon as a student disagrees
with an article in The Commentator, he
heads out and throws out piles of news-
papers. This action is not excuseable in
a college where we pride ourselves in
ourdedication to Torahvaluesaswellas
secular values.

In the last issue of The Commentator
there was an article that contained infor-
mation about the Dramatics Society that
althoughtrue, shouldnothavebeenpub-
lished untilafterthe play.. Without think-

ing whetherI wasjustified in my actions -

or not, I took the law intomy ownhands
and destroyed aproximately 200 news-
papers. Later that night I removed the
newspapers from the garbage cans. The
latter action does not in any way excuse

Maz
Danny Nagler
Shami Minkove

me for the the former, destroying them
in front of a crowd and retrieving them
later when there was noone around

The Commentator, as the “Official Un-
dergraduate Newspaper of Yeshiva
University”, has the right to print any-
thing that they feel is newsworthy and
appropriate. The Editors are the judges
of this and not the student body. There
isarightway anda wrongway of dealing
with one’s problems. If youhave a prob-
lem write a letter to the editor, butdonot
doasIdidand destroy propertythatdoes
not belong to you.

I apologize for my actions and hope
that the students of Yeshiva University
choose to always stand for what they
believe in, but also to choose the correct
forum and method in which'to express
their views.

Martin Tollmsky
President, YCDS
SSSB ‘96

ol Tov To:

and Anniel Seghi
and EKlana Milstein

On Their Recent Iingagements
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On Departing, and
Coming Back

MEIR S. ZEITCHIK

“My God it's been so long

Never dreamed you'd return.

But now here you are

And hereI am.

Heartsand thoughtsthey fade...away.”
-Eddie Vedder

The scene is, by turns, fuzzy and vivid,
numbing and compelling. A man returns
tothesame pristinetown heleftyearsago.
We're not sure why he left. Perhaps he
entertainedromanticnotionsofafast-paced
urban life eradicating theboring simplicity
of his small-town upbringing. Maybe he
saw hazy visions of grandeur, a dream of
shaking loose the confining shackles of his
hometown. Or he might have left for no
reasonatall, drivenbya natural curiosity to
find “something more.”

Whatever the reason, we know how he
feels upon ending the chapter of exile - rife
with contradictions. His roots are in his
birthplace, yet he feels alienated from it,
detached. He longs for some glorious past
that probably never existed, but he can’t
imagine opting for that over the new op-
portunities in his life. And yes, he feels
slightly superior to his neighbors, for he’s
undergone experiences that his former
neighbors can't ever conceive of.

Yet something draws him back. He's
notcertainof whatitis, orifitis anythingat
all. Butintherecessesofhismind, thesights
and sounds of years past, the victoriesand
theheartbreaks, become cloaked ina surre-
al glow. He retumns, fully aware of his
inability topenetratethatshield andrecap-
ture those days. But that makes it all the
sweeter - the memory remains intact, im-
mune to the banalities of the present.

In some bizarre way, our experienceat
YU mirrors that of the exile taking to the
road. We leave prior experiences behind,
and, through our academic pursuits, ex-
plorefar-flungintellectual terrain. Our per-
ception of times and places gone by be-
comespermanently fixed inour mind - the
satisfying kinship of high school chums,
the spiritual edification of a year in Israel.

By embarking on this new journey, we
hoped to become immersed in something
beyond ourselves and what we already
have leamed and experienced. Like the
exile, the factors spurring us toward the
unknownarenotalwaysapparent. Butstill
we go.

We'reusuallynot disappointed. A nag-
ging intermal voice informs us. that our
sedentary lifeofstudybrandsusasdistinct,
at least for the moment, much as the exile
realizes this when he returns. For better or
worse, we see things - and are seen - differ-
ently. We may travel “home” more fre-
quently, but thatonly highlights thediffer-
ences. And, like the exile, this distinctness
may even cause us to feel superior, as we
believe that we own a clarity lacked by
thoseonthe“outside” -they whoaremired
downand caughtup intherigors ofevery-
day life.

These sensations easily lead to compla-
cency. But Life, functioning as bouncer,
pushesusoutonedoorand throughanoth-
er. Witha mixture of anticipation and trep-
idation, weeventually preparetoleave yet
another hometown, one that has become
much less scary and far more comfortable
over the years. And like our earlier exile,

ourmemory ofthistownwillbecomehard-
ened in our mind. We may not retum
physically, but in our minds and hearts we
will continue to come back. Momentous
and some not-so-momentous images will
forever be emblazoned in our hearts, free
from time’s tampering.

There are the valleys: your neighbor |

Aaron from down the hall abruptly passes
away in the Rubin lobby, as you helplessly
look on. Expectations are raised for a bud-
ding relationship; the subsequent crash
prompts a two-week funk. A friend’s fa-
ther might fatally collapse at work, never
again to see a daughter that crossed the
Atlantic to study in Israel. Academic op-
portunitiesaresquandered; friendshipsare
shattered for a moment's satisfaction.

There are also the peaks: rejoicing with
aroommate as he celebratesthebeginning
of living with his kindred spirit. The grati-
fication from hearing a teacher’saccolades.
The rush of taking part in the activities of
tight-knit associations: a sports team, Stu-
dent Council, The Commentator, the Dra-
matics Society.

And, strangely enough, as removed as
these experiences might be from all that
was - and will be - famniliar, college remains
life’s ultimate microcosm. Just as life con-
stantly sweeps us onward, so too the per-
petual march towards academic achieve-
ment breaks for nothing. Paper deadlines,
midterm periods:allcomeandgoamid the
ebb and flow of the calendar. In the fore-
groundmaybevarioushighsandlows,but
it is against the backdrop of the college
community, of thiscollegecommunity, that
all these events take place. School serves as
acommon theme forall these experiences.

Thebackdrop, however, would remain
just scenery if certain people didn't trans-
form it into something more meaningful.
The engaging styleand perceptive cultural
insights from Joanne Jacobson, for exam-
ple. EdJacobs’ musicalacumenand Socrat-
icmethodofteaching. Thetheoryofrelativ-
ityclarified byaneruditeSol Roth;complex
models of democratic systems made un-
derstandableby a patient Ross Zucker. The
friendswithwhomwecanholdthoughtful
discussions into the latehours of the night.
All these events lend significance to recol-
lections of our college years, and sustain us
when life sends us hurtling around unex-
pected tums.

Like the returning exile, we know we'll
miss our once new - and now familiar -
home. Fraughtwiththesameparadoxesas
theexile, ourtimeat YU leavesustorn.We
might swallow the sometimes-bitter edu-
cational pillkickingandsareaming, butsstill
it graces our gullet, and we realize we're
better off for it. Beset by all the usual con-
cems and consternation faced by college
students, we may want to lock the door to
ourroomand emitatormented scream, yet
a warm “What's up?” from a classmate,
floormate orsoulmate uniquely fillsaneed
noamountofsolitudecanpossiblyachieve.

So as some members of this town move
ontoother, perhapslarger, places, many of
thehearts, thoughts, people, and feelings of
our time at YU must fade away. But they
don't have to bumn out. They can simply
withdraw into obscure crannies of our
minds, ready toresurfacewhenwewantto
revisit them.

),  On My Mind

RyAN S. KARBEN

When I was packing for college a
little under four years ago, I almost left
home without taking my high school
yearbook.  wasn't quite sure then why
I viewed it as such an essential item to
have in my dorm, nor am I sure why
I've kept it on my bookshelf here since.

Some of the faces have followed me
here; I still see Oren Keiser in my shiur
and David Ruditzky in the gym. Rafe
Gross continues to write his letters to
the editor; Lev Kandinov is still mak-
ing me laugh.

So much has changed, yet so much
remains constant. My high school
sweetheart is now my fiance; my close
friends from high school will be at my
wedding. If I close my eyes and think
hard enough, I can even transport my-
self back to a classroom at 243 East
Frisch Court in Paramus, New Jersey.
It seems like just yesterday.

I'veusually handled transitions pret-
ty well, allowing myself a brief glance
back, but remaining focused on the
challenge ahead. But like so many of
my fellow graduates, I wonder where
the years have gone. What has hap-
pened to those faces in the yearbook
that I haven't seen since June of 1992?
Where are they now? Perhaps writing
a column similar to this one.

Most of us have turned out alright.
A good number of us are heading to
Ivy League law schools; others are em-
barking on successful careers in medi-
cine or working in Jewish communal
service. Some have disappeared in
Tzfat; others went to college and are
learning more Greek than Jewish.

Others haven't been so fortunate.

AlisaFlatow z”], whosesmilingcou-
tenance brightened mornings for my-
self and dozens of my classmates, has
been taken from us by vicious killers
who treatinnocent human beings with
less respect than we show their mur-
derers. Sara Duker, with whom I
worked on the high school newspaper
atFrisch,has metasimilar fate. Hashem
yikom daman. '

Four years—nearly one-fifth of our
lives; a lot can happen.

For me, these have been exciting
and challenging times. All-male ed-
ucation hasbeen one trial. But, more
fundamentally, the opportunity to
run for public office; to make major

editorial decisions in a college news-
paper; tostudy with leading thinkers
and rabbonim—it is hard to picturea
more eventful college career. [ would
be remiss if I did not thank those
students, faculty and admnistrators
who have made it so special. I would
name you, but you know who you
are.

Sure, I sometimes long for the sim-
plicity of earlier days with less impos-
ing choices. It was easier back in 1991,
when Hanukkah Harry debuted on
SNL and Donald and Ivana broke up
for the first time. In high school, we
staged a memorial to Dr. Seuss; who
thought then that today we’d be mour-
ing for our own?

So much the same; so many things
changed.

Iwillleaveforotherstojudge wheth-
erthe past few years have been good or
bad for the world. I do believe that
children were better off before gangsta
rap and therise of NewtGingrich. But
life rarely allows us to pause and re-
flect on what might have been; time
today is just too valuable.

Maybel am guilty of selectively re-
memberingonly thegood things about
yesterday. Though I will tell anyone
today that I loved attending YU, I'm
surelhad momentsof frustration. Per-
hapsIeven contemplated leaving. But
none of that matters now.

What we take from thisstage of life
to the next is nothing but our memo-
ries, so I think we can be forgiven for
only taking the nice ones along.

Graduation. Marriage. Law School.
The coming months are filled with
transitions. Only prophetsknow what
they hold.

ButasRalph Waldo Emerson wrote,
“What lies behind us and what lies
before us are tiny matters compared to
whatlieswithinus.” Thefutureisours
to shape.

What will be a decade or two hence
I do not know. My dreams are clear
and [ have found a partner whoshares
them. Wth G-d’s help, we will live
them together.

Regardless, I am comforted by the
words of Winston Churchill. “History
will be kind to me,” he said, “for I
intend to write it.” :

Until we meet again.

IKOSHER-D

GRANDMA'S
COOKIE
> JAR &

A
More you eat, the more you

2551 AMSTERDAM AVE. (BTWN 186-187 ST )
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033

(212) 568-4855
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Presidet’s rcle co-Crman Robert Kantrowitz (far right) and Louis Tuchman

(present a check to YCSC President Joshua Fine.

Alumni, President’s Circle
Donate $15,000 to YCSC

BY J.D. SHULMAN

After weeks of dedicated effort, YCSC
President Josh Fineand his council have
secured $15,000 in donations from Ye-
shiva University’s alumni associations.

The money comes at a particularly
critical time in the year, as Fine seeks to
live up to his promises of funding vari-
ous clubs and publications strapped for
cash. They include the First Aid Soci-
ety, the Bikkur Cholim Society, the phi-
losophy journal Shem V’Yefet and the
English Literary magazine Kol.

To alleviate the monetary crisis, the

President’s Circle pledged $3,100, to be
used tofinance various clubs. The Alum-
ni Association promised $11,000, which
will help subsidize the journals, senior
dinner, a ceremony for the 60th anni-
versary of The Commentator, and per-
haps Lag B'Omer festivities.

“The students’ activities needed the
money, and I said I'll try to get it,”
recalled Fine. “The First Aid Society
and the Bikkur Cholim Society, like-
wise, do a lot for the community, but
they incur high costs. I hoped to subsi-
dizethe [allotmentfrom the YC Student
Council] with alumni donations.”

BY DAVID SWIDLER

In a meeting the week preceding
Passover break, Yeshiva College Stu-
dent Council discussed a number of

and politics.

Racial Harmony, headed by . Chaim

Museum in Washington, D.C.

The Senate Task Force, consisting of
Dov Simons, Michael Belgrade, and
Natanel Lebowitz presented a mea-
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YCSC Sets Upcon
Agenda

“vide the bulk of YCDS operating ex-
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of the Dramatics Society, which for
some time has been caught in the mid-
dle of YCSC and the administration,
each of which wants the other to pro-
nses

- The Council vbted': to cohtintxé. dié-

of some that

h open identification

distribute more:doo

any proposals students might have for
additions to the YCSC Constitition,
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proval for senatorial nominees.

. Tohelp resolve another sticky issue,
legislation was introduced that wo

nt, by remsttuting YCSC ap-

clarify the status and source of funding  he said. |
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College Republicans Visit
Rush Limbaugh Show

BY NACHUM LAMM

OnWednesday, April 17, theCollege
Republicans of Yeshiva University spent
an afternoon as audience members at
the television show of the conservative
movement’s most popular commenta-
tor, Rush Limbaugh.

About ten members of the club trav-
eled to themidtownstudiowhere thelate
night talk show is taped. The trip was
madepossibleby theshow’s twice-a-year
“college week,” which provides tickets to
theshow - which usually involves a wait
ofoverayear - tovarious CollegeRepub-
lican clubs around the country free of
charge. Some clubs travel hundreds of
miles to see the show; fortunately, YU
students only had to take a cab.

The students were seated in the stu-
dio with clubs from Columbia, Cornell,
Brooklyn College, UPenn, and other
colleges, and were first greeted by “Bo
Snerdley,” a.k.a. James Golden, the call
screener of the eight year old, fifteen
million - listener Rush Limbaugh radio
show, and a celebrity and popular talk
show host in his own right. After ex-

. plaining a few rules, answering some

questions, and otherwise generally pre-

paring and pumping up the audience,
Snerdley introduced the host.

Before the taping began, Limbaugh
talked to the audience for a while, an-
swering questions and discussing the
challengesfacing conservative students
on college campuses. The show lasted a
half hour; init, Limbaugh discussed the
“spiritual revival” among liberals as
exemplified by a Michael Lerner-run
conference, pointing to it as proof that
conservatism is winning the day. He
also played and commented on humor-
ous political video clips and played a
phony commercial fora “new cologne,”
"Essence of Extremism,” ”Available at
NEWTstroms and other fine stores.”
After the taping, Rush signed copies of
hisbooks that had been brought by the
audience members.

The YU students all enjoyed the an-
nualtrip,and many othershavealready
inquired about next year’s show (con-
tact the College Republicans next fall).
Although many were having the show
taped, a number of audience members
and other fans of the show gathered in
Morg Lounge at three A.M. the next
morning to watch the show -and them-
selves - one more time.

Mir Yeshiva’s Escape
Chronicled at Yom Hashoah
Program

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF

The Mir Yeshiva’s wartime travels
from Poland to Vilna to Vladivostok to
Kobe to Shanghai, and its remarkable
deliverance from the hands of Hitler
and Stalin during the dark days of the
Holocaust, are topicswhichjustify years
of intense study. But Rabbi Marvin
Tokayer, a witness to and participantin
that community’s miraculous 1941 es-
cape, was able to cogently convey that
remarkable sequence of events to 200
captivated YU and Stern students last
week as the featured speaker of a high-
ly-successful Yom HaShoah program.

Rabbi Tokayer,aYUand RIETSalum-
nus and former chief rabbi of Japan,
animatedly depicted the people and plac-
es that saved thousands of Jewish lives
at the somber gathering held in Weiss-
berg Commons on Tuesday evening,
April 16. In a room decorated with hor-
rifying posters about the Holocaust, he
maintained thatthelitany of forgedpass-
portsandexit visas,and theinexplicable
actions and inactions of Soviet and Jap-
anese officials, saved enough Torah
scholars to educate and rejuvenate the
next generation of American and Israeli

Jews, a function which may have saved
worldJewry.Oneofthosescholars, MYP
Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Simon Romm, at-
tended the program.

Rabbi Tokayer spoke glowingly of
one rebbe’s passionate trip through the
streets of Manhattan and Brooklyn to
raise thousands of dollars for trans-Si-
berian train fares one Friday and Shab-
bos. The students were especially
amused by Rabbi Tokayer’s description
of the shtetl community’s often-rocky
acclimation to its strange, new world,
including an episode in which the Mir’s
two top rebbeim were summoned to
what was probably the Pearl Harbor
planning desk in Tokyo.

Rabbi Tokayer’s remarks were pre-
ceecled by brief remarks from Zachor
Committee Chairman Jason Buskin and
YCSC Vice-President Dov Simons and a
candle-lighting ceremony. Theprogram
was rounded out with a recitation of
Keil Maleh Rachamim by YCSC Presi-
dent Josh Fine.

Some students remained after the
program’s conclusion to screen a new,
Oscar award-winning documentary on
Anne Frank, which is now showing in
theaters.



5 lyar, 5756

Rabbi Abba Brownspiegel in his former shuir room on the farlh floor of Furst Hall.
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Cries of Fire Hazard Plague
Rav Bronspiegel’s Shiur

BY NOAH STREIT

On Sunday, March 31, Rav Abba
Bronspiegel rose and pounded on the
bimah in the Main Beit Medrash an-
nouncing that shiur had been cancelled
for thatmorningbecause theshiurroom
had been locked. Due to a drama being
played out among security officials, the
MYP office, and Rav' Bronspiegel and
his 95 students, Furst 440’s doors re-
mained locked amidst claims of fire haz-
ard conditions.

After much ado, the third-floor Furst
HallBeitMidrashbecame thenew home
for Rav Bronspiegel’s shiur, replacing
the previous 75-person facility.

“Theproblem,” Rav Bronspiegeltold
The Commentator, “began aboutamonth
before my announcement, when I was
informed thatmy roomhad beenlocked
and I would not be able to give shiur in
F-440 any longer.” He was quite per-
turbed after the incident, because “in-
stead of locking the room and then tell-
ing me, they should have told me first.”
Both MYP Dean R. Zevulun Charlop
and Assistant Dean R. Chaim Bronstein
interceded with the Security Depart-
menton R. Bronspiegel’s behalf and for
the time being, the room was left open.

For the next two weeks, R. Bronspie-
gel’sshiur received analmostdaily visit
fromsecurity guards or personnel from
building maintenance, who would stand
in F-440’s doorway and make a head
count of the studentsinside. °

During this period of time, Rabbi
Bronspiegel was offered two alterna-
tive rooms, but neither were viable op-
tions in his eyes. “They suggested I use
room 404 in the Muss building, but it is
alecturehall and it’s impossible to give
shiur in that room. It's like a professor
lecturing toaclass.Idon’tlecture, I give
shiur. Then Rubin shul was suggested.
But again, its a shul; it doesn’t have
desks. People comein and outand I told
them that I needed a classroom, not a
lecture hall and not a shul.”

Finally,onSunday,March31,R. Bron-
stein informed R. Bronspigel that he
could nolongeruse F-440 and that these
ordershad come fromRabbi Lammhim-
self. This would be the first time in the
past ten years that R. Bronspiegel had
not given shiur. After R. Bronspiegel
made his proclamation in the Beit Mi-
drash, his students banned together.
They put up notices around the school

asking the students to protest the “lack
of Derech Eretz and Kavod Hatorah”
being accorded R. Bronspigel.

Students petition :

Next, R. Bronspiegel’s students au-
thored and signed a petition protesting
theclosing of their shiur room, scouring
the Beit Midrash for additional signa-
tors fromother shiurim. In the petition,
they point out that, “The claim that our

‘shiur’s presence creates a'potential fire

hazard is spurious at best. After all,
when Rabbi Lamm and other distin-
guished rabbis speak in the Main Beit
Midrash, the room is filled beyond its
official capacity. Yet, no one has ever
locked the room because of the poten-
tial fire hazard.”

R. Bronspiegel made a similar point:
“Soeveniftechnically my roomis called
afirehazard, becausel have 80students
in the room instead of 75, even the fire
department would not make a fuss.
These rules of going by the book have
never been observed in YU and are not
being observed right now. I checked
into it. There are more students in the
Beit Midrash than are legally permit-
ted.” R. Bronspigelbelieves that thedif-
ficulties were “just a ploy, a ruse and a
pretense to harass me... Thereal crux of
the matter is that not only am I being
harassed, but this is a harassment of the
entire yeshiva. Certain administrators
are looking for technicalities, such as
the one used against me, to control the
yeshiva.”

R. Charlop feels that “the petition
isn't really a strong argument, because
the fact of the matter is whenever you
have a big meeting you are going to
have overflow audiences, but that hap-

.. pens once a year. You don’t run a class

four or five times a week like that.” In
addition, RabbiCharlop notes, whilehe
wanted “to wait until the end of the
term, they made it very difficult. Build-
ing maintenance felt very strongly that
the number of students far exceeds the
maximum capacity of the room. Every-
body always says it [a fire] won't hap-
pen, but what about when it does hap-
pen?” s

While R. Charlop feels that the cur-
rent temporary solution is “an excellent
solution to the problem,” R. Bronspie-
gel claims he “was very happy with my
class and there was absolutely no good
reason to take the class away from me."
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.Lavish Plans for SSSB Dinner
Raise Eyebrows

BY ARI GRUEN

Wontons and plumsauce. Mini-kish-
es. Stuffed mushrooms. A sushi bar.
The menu of an ultra-expensive kosher
restaurant in the city? Not exactly. It is
a list of just a few of the hors d’oeuvres
tobe served at the 1996 Sy Syms School
of Business student dinner.

Amid criticism of the $25/$30 stu-
dent cost - depending on how early
students RSVPed, and due, at least in
part, tothemenu - theSy Syms School of
Business’s studentdinner will take place
at the Toy Building in downtown Man-
hattan. The April 29th event is entirely
run andorganized by students and will
servethedual purpose ofhonoringSSSB
students, as well as providing an op-
portunity for networking with SSSB
alumni and recruiters.

Approximately two thousand din-
ner invitations were sent out, as all Sy
Syms students, faculty, administration,
and alumni, as well as recruiters from
scores of firmsincluding Arthur Ander-
sen, Coopers and Lybrand, ].P. Morgan,
Merrill Lynch, and N.W. Ayer, were
invited to attend the affair. The four
dinner chairpersons - Sarit Aranov,
Sharon Daffen, Jonathan Lifschutz, and
Etan Pomrenze-who,along withahelp-
ing hand from the Office of Placement
and Career Services, are responsible for
running and organizing this year’s din-
ner, are expecting 400 people to attend
the event.

The dinner program calls for a cock-
tail hour which will offerample time for
mingling, followed by a buffet style
dinner duringwhichseniorawards will
be announced.

Dinnerorganizersdefended the$25/
$30 subsidized cost, saying that a five
dollar increase over last year’s fee was
necessary to insure the success of the
dinner.

Adrienne Wolff, Assistant Director
of the Office of Placement and Career
Services, described theaffair asa “multi-
purpose function for students to find
out about potential positions in their
chosen majors and fields, and to start to
become comfortable with the recruit-
ers.” She believes $25 is not outrageous
for an event such as this and added “if
there are students who have a problem
with this [the student fee], they should
come speak to me.”

Jonathan Lifschutz pointed out that
the student fee was increased in part to

offset the cost of the hall in the Toy
Building. “We wanted recruiters to
come,” hecommented. “Recruiters will
not go to a place in an inconvenient
location. The Toy Building is very con-
venient and is well known.” Lifschutz
said the Toy Building, which is located
on 23rd street and 5th avenue, presents
a tremendous advantage in this respect
over the Puck Building, home of last
year’s dinner and located inlowerMan-
hattan, despite the Toy Building’s ex-
pensive price tag.

Sarit Aranov cited several measures
the dinner chairpersons have imple-
mented this year to improve the stu-
dent-recruiter interaction, which con-
tributed to the higher price tag. She
promises that the recruiter name tags
will be more visible, as well as color-
coded according to industry. In this
way, the student organizers hope to
avoid the all-too-common occurrence
in years past of, for example, marketing
majors mingling with a recruiter for an
extended amount of time, only to find
out at the end of the conversation that
the recruiter represents an accounting
firm.

In addition, the buffet dinner will
have set seating according to industry
so that students will be able to maxi-
mize their “networking” time with re-
cruitersfromtheir chosen fields of study.

Whileadmitting that “nootherschool
does something as lavish as this,” Assis-
tant Dean of Sy Syms School of Business
Ira Jaskoll pointed out that the affair
offers a tremendous opportunity for all
SSSB students to establish contacts in
the business world which could result
inajobwhenthestudent graduates - an
opportunity well worth the $25/$30
price tag. He recounted an instance in
whichastudentwashiredby a particu-
larfirm, in large part due to the relation-
ship the student had developed with a
recruiter over several years.

Aranov echoed Jaskoll’s words, urg-
ing all SSSB students to attend the din-
ner, regardless of class standing. “This
isnot the senior dinner. There are plen-
ty of opportunities for internships and
part-time jobs, not just full time posi-
tions.”

As for the necessity of the sushi bar,
chairpersonSharon Dalfensays that “we
got a very fair deal” on the price, and as
an extra incentive for Sy Syms students
to attend the dinner, Adrienne promis-
es free chopstick lessons.
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Plans For News On The
Hour At WYUR

BY ERIC ASCHKENASY

Next semester, WYUR will beginair-
ing news updates every hour. The five
minuteprerecorded updates will inform
students about upcoming events at YU
along with other information students
may find of interest, such as recent en-
gagementsand upcoming Shabbatonim.
Theupdates will also includebrief syn-
opses of currentevents of concern to YU
students such as news from Israel and
other “Jewish interest” stories.

Shmuel Bodenheimer, co-producer
of the new segment, intends for the up-
dates to be “open for everybody to con-

tribute and use.” Boxes in Belfer and
Furst Halls will be provided for stu-
dents to drop off information which
they would like announced on the up-
dates. In addition, the radio station
will be in contact with representatives
of each club to provide students with
announcements of upcoming events.
The goal of the updates, says
Bodenheimer, is to “help inform, and
thereby motivate everyone to become
more active in student life.” Instead
of surveying bulletin boards to dis-

cover flyers on events of interest, stu-

dents will be able to turn their dials to
640AM.

Faculty Votes

to Allow Two

Credits for YCDS

BY ARNON STORFER

The Yeshiva College Dramatics Soci-
ety has won a small battle with the
Yeshiva College administration, at least
for now.

The word came on March 20, after
the faculty voted to pass a recommen-
dation from the curriculum committee
to grant students of Theater Workshop,
the official drama course, up to two
credits for their participation in YCDS
productions. The mandate, however, is
currently a trial, and its performance
willbereviewedby the curriculum com-
mittee at the end of the first year.

According to the mandate, Dr. An-
thony Beukas, the YCDS faculty advi-
sor and instructor of Theater Workshop,
will allot either one or two credits to the
respective positions needed to produce
the play prior to filling the posts. At the
end of the semester, the instructor will
assess student performances and grade
them accordingly.

The reason for the year-long trial,
which was tacked on to the initial rec-
ommendation by the Academic Stan-
dards Committee, according to curricu-
lum committee member Jeremy Lust-
man, is “to ensure that the academic
standards of the course are upheld and
grades are allocated accordingly.”

Lustman explained that the status of
the Theater Workshop is questionable,
and there are members of the curricu-
lum committee who feel that activities
that are “unacademic in nature,” such
as sports, are not worthy of more than
onecredit. The committee, onthewhole,
felt that Theater Workshop was more ac-
ademic than other activities that are
granted one credit, yet not worthy of a
full three credits.

Asthe faculty was deciding uponthe
academic standing of YCDS, the Yeshi-
va College Student Council passed leg-
islation on March 24 mandating that
YCDSreceive amaximum of only $9,500
per year from the council’s activities
budget. This figure, a reduction by al-

Experience: Chairman: Beis Medrash, Shabbos & Publicity Committees, Seforim Sale

most 50% from previous years, will en-
sure that the YC administration will
financially support Theater Workshop, if
it wants the course to thrive and pro-
duce two productions each year. As far
as the student council is concerned, YC
administration should be financially re-
sponsible for YCDS productions given
the society’s standing as an official aca-
demic course.

When asked if YC administration
has agreed to undertake a permanent
rolein financing all facets of YCDS pro-
ductions, YC Dean Norman Adler re-
plied, “Yeshiva College is firmly com-
mitted to the continuation and thriving
of the YCDS — no matter what the spe-
cific format of support may be.”

Finances aside, however, YCDS isno
stranger to controversy over the maxi-
murn number of credits it can allot to
studentsregistered in Theater Workshop.
In fall of 1994, students were allotted up
to three credits, as a result of a compro-
mise made with the University allow-
ing it to review script submissions and
suggest revisions. The establishment of
the executive Committee on Academic
Standards for that purpose was a result
of the controversial production Lips To-
gether Teeth Apart, which contained over-
tones of homophobia and homosexual-
ity, as well as causing negative publici-
ty to the University.

During the following semester, the
curriculumcommitteemetand conclud-
ed thatallowingstudentstoreceivethree
credits undermined the legitimacy . of
the speech and drama minor, since a
student involved in just four produc-
tions would fulfill the requirements of
the minor. As a result, the committee
adjusted the maximum number of cred-
its to two. And students who returned
at the beginning of this academic school
yeartoenrollinthe course foundittobe
reduced back to its original one credit.

According to Dr. Michael Hecht, Asso-
ciate Dean of YeshivaCollege, the current
two-credit compromise is expected to last
well beyond its one year trial period.

STUDY ABROAD IN

ISRAEL

FOR CREDIT

"l THE PIEBREW UNIVERSITY QF

JERUS.

Prograrns for undergraduate and'gmdudte’ smdenis.

ONE YEAR PROC;‘RAMS SEMES'I!:R PROGRAMS :
UMMER COURSES

COURSES TAUGHT IN EN(;;_;LISH
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

For more information please call: |
Hebrew University: '1-800-404-8622.
Tel Aviv Universicy 1-800-665--9828
. Bar-llan University l-212-337-1286 L 3
Ben-Gurion University —800—96%2248 el i
Haifa University - —800—388-2134

My MosT FAVORITE DESSERT
CoMPANY RESTAURANT & CAFE

Is proud to announce the opening of our

NEW LOCATION
at
120 WEST 45TH STREET
(Between 6th & Broadway)

Serving Sensational Pastas
Fish, Salads, Northern Italian Pizzas
and of course

Our Mouth-Watering Desserts
Outdoor Seating, Waterfall Atrium Seating
Cholov Yisroel
Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
| Sunday Brunch . |
CATERING FOR ALL OCCATIONS

For Reservations Call
(212) 997-5130'
(212) 997-5032

Fax (21';) 997-5046
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All Credit Cards Accepted
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