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President Norman Lamm seated with New Jersey Governer Christine Todd-Whitman and five other
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honorees receiving honorary Doctorates of Humane Letters.

Whitman Lauds University’s Mission
at Annual Chanukah Dinner

BY ARNON STORFER

Following in a seventy year
tradition, Yeshiva University
helditsannual Chanukaconvo-
cation and dinner at the Wal-
dorf-Astoria Hotel in Manhat-
tanonDecember8.Thegalafive
hundred dollar-a-plate affair
broughttogether morethansix
hundred of the University’s fi-
nancial supporters fromacross
theUnited Statesforanevening
torejoiceover thefestival of lights
as well as the progress of the
institution held so near to their
hearts.

Though honoring all bene-
factors of Yeshiva University, it
presented the highest honor it
canbestow, thedegreeof Doctor

of HumaneLetters, tosixhonor-
ees: Director of the Atchley Pa-
villion Department of Radiolo-
gy at Columbia-Presbyterian
Medical Center Dr.MoniqueC.
‘Katz,Managing Director of Eis-
ner and Lublin LLP Hirschell E.
Levine, Yeshivabenefactor Mrs.
Hyman Muss, Chairman Emer-
itus of Associated Metals and
MineralsCorporationand Man-
agerof TheHoraceW.Goldsmith
Foundation of JamesC. Slaugh-
ter, RepublicNational Bank chief
WalterH. Weiner,and New Jer-
sey’s Governor the Honorable
Christine Todd Whitman. These
specialindividuals were recog-

nized for their extraordinary

achievements, distinguished
leadership,and abidingservice.

Following the ceremony,
Governor Whitman addressed
the dinner attendees. The Gov-
ernor thanked YU for honoring
her and lauded the uniqueness
of Yeshiva University’smission
tofuse thetwothousandyearsof
Judaismwith theadventof mo-
dernity within each of its:stu-
dents.”Toooftenwetend tolook,
nowadays particularly, at reli-
gious observance and worldly
pursuitsas aneither or proposi-
tion-thatsomehow youhaveto
chooseoneandforgettheother.
Thatissimply nottrue.:. Yeshi-
va Universityanswers thechal-
lenge of our time, the challenge
ofintegratingreligiouslearning
with worldly pursuits in weav-

continued on page 8

Feldman, Storfer Elected
- Commentator Editors-in-Chief

BY DAVID SWIDLER

Inaunanimous decision, the
Governing Board of The Com-
mentatorhaselectedJoshuaFeld-
manand Arnon Storfer Editors-
in-Chief of the second half of
Volume LXI. This is the fourth
timeinfiveyearsthattwopeople
will share the mantle of leader-

.ship of The Commentator. They
takeover fromNick Muzin,who
is stepping down in order to
devotehistimeto Semikkahstud-
ies.

Feldman, of Toronto,Ontario
and Storfer, of Minneapolis,
Minnesota haveacombined four
years of experience working for
the paper in every area, from
writingand editingtolayoutand
technicalexpertise. Feldman,an
alumnus of the Community He-

Joshua Feldman & Arnon Storfer

brew Academy of Toronto and
Yeshivat HaKotel in Israel, be-
gan working for the paper in
October 1994, where he made
his mark by taking the paper
ontothelnternet. A yearlaterhe
wasgiven the task of overseeing
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the layout of the paper, a func-
tion he has elevated to an art
form, and for which he was
awarded Best Layout Spread of
1996 at the paper’s dinner in
May. This year, as Managing
Editor, Feldman tried his hand
at reporting as well, authoring
thehighly controversial “scoop”
on the shakeup in the Dean's
Office, a story which continues
to reverberate throughout the

corridors of Yeshiva College.
“Sometimes you have to take
ahardline,” explained Feldman,
whose father is a RIETS musm-
ach. ” Asnewspaper editors who
are also membersof the Yeshiva
community, we walk a fine line
between keeping journalistic
integrity, and not hurting our
friendsand colleagues.Itisbal-
continued on page 7

¥dNA ‘o104d

YURG To Be Remedeled

Name, Structure Will Change

BY ARNON STORFER

Conceding that the Yeshiva
University Research Group had
veered from its initial mission,
Yeshiva College Dean Norman
Adler,lastWednesday, told The
Commentator that YURG, as it
currently stands, will be dis-
solved.

“You're right...and I'm edu-
cable,” the Dean said referring
to several students who raised
concerns that the so called re-
search group was entering the
jurisdiction of academic societ-
ies who have been University
mainstays for decades, and that
studentswerebeing paid forsit-
ing on the Group. “I think it
should be a semi official student
organization, except not run
exclusively by thestudentcoun-
cil,” added Dean Adler.

Questions arose regarding
the legitimacy of the so called
‘ResearchGroup’ after The Com-
mentatorlearned thatoneYURG
member wasreceivingpayment
forhis activities.

Understanding that within

the increasingly competitive
graduate school market researcn
is becoming an integral factorin
the total package presented 1o
graduate schools of all disci-
plines, Dr. Adler initiated the
group “to develop expertise in
students in research.” The Re-
search Group was to allow a
forum for students to discuss
their research with fellow stu-
dentsand university professors.
Dean Adler’s first group of stu-
dents were Roth Scholars, pre-
med students that had been se-
lected to conduct research at
Yeshiva University’s Albert Ein-
stein College of Medicine dur-
ing their summer recess. The
Dean assisted by matching these
students to research opportuni-
tiesat AECOMduringtheschool
year.

Duringtheschool year, mem-
bers of the dubbed “Yeshiva
University ResearchGroup” met
on a regular basis over a gratis
lunchinthe Dean’s office to dis-
cuss their research progressand
discoveries.

continued on page 6

‘MTA Faculty Frustrated

University Officials Blamed For
Disregarding Physical Plant

BY ARIGRUEN

With student enrollment and
facultymoralefallingattheMarsha
Stern Talmudic Academy, many
facultymembersatYU’shighschool
areblaming theUniversityadmin-
istratorswhorunMTA ofbeing too
removed from the high school to
know what the school needs to
compete with other Yeshiva day
schools.

“In order to have a school of
excellence, there has to be a more
enlightenedunderstandingofwhat
it means to be in competition,” ex-
plainedonefacultymember.”And
whenparents come in and look at
facilitiesthatinsomecaseslook fifty
orsixty yearsold, theastuteparents
will send their kids elsewhere.”

Apparently,manyparentshave
done exactly that. Over the past
threeyears,enrollmentatMTAhas
droppedbyovertenpercent. Many
faculty members notice a qualita-
tivedrop,aswell. “Academically,”
said oneseniormemberofthehigh
school faculty, “the students have
gottenprogressivelyworse.”

Anotherfacultymemberaccused
the University of being very short-
sighted in its management of the
high school. “You save a penny

there and a dollar there, and you
lose twenty kids in enrollment.”
Avigdor Butler, an Advanced
PlacementBiology teacheratMTA,
pointstothedisregard exhibitedby
the college in terms of facility im-
provementrequests. Allhighschool
requests must go throughthe Uni-
versity Officeof Supporting Servic-
es,whichalsohandlesall Universi-
ty requestsforfacilityenhancement.
Due to the multitude of requests,
their speed of execution is at best
slow, while many of the high
school ‘srequestsseemtobeignored.
Asanexample, Butlermentions
a request for an extra phone line
made by one of the three faculty
offices on thefourth floorof MTA.
Currently,asinglephonelineserves
approximatelytenfacultymembers.
The initial request for the installa-
tionofanadditionalphonelinewas
madeduringFebruaryof1996. Af-
terrepeated follow-uprequests,no
action has yet been taken. In reac-
tion, Butler exclaimed, ”It's ridicu-
lousthatoverthesummer the Uni-
versitycantotally revampthecom-
putersandphonesfortheUniversi-
ty,butcannotinstall onephoneline
in the high school.”
Butlerbelievesunresolvedphone
continued on page 6



Speaking of Graduation...

It’s the culmination of four years of hard work, a major
milestone up there with weddings and Bar-Mitzvas. Col-
lege graduation is a chance for students to celebrate
their achievements and to set their sights on the future.

But at Yeshiva University, a strange practice has de-
veloped in recent years. The graduates are given mini-
mal recognition at the ceremony as their names are quick-
ly read off a long list. The event focuses around honoring
politicians and community leaders, who, while certainly
worthy of recognition, have little or no connection to the
graduates. And the Yeshiva College valedictorian is not
allowed to address his classmates.

True, the commencement exercises honor not only
Yeshiva College students, but also those of the graduate
divisions of YU. But, as speakers emphasized time and
again at last week’s Chanukah dinner and convocation,
it’s the undergraduate students that are the heartbeat,
the pride and joy, of YU. And what better way to cele-
brate the ‘best and the brightest’ than by allowing their
elected valedictorian to speak at graduation?

[f the YU administration is worried about negative PR
due to any embarrassing remarks that might come out in
a speech, they can read and edit the Valedictory address
before it is given. In 1949, YC Valedictorian Norman
Lamm addressed his classmates at graduation in what
was to become a sneak preview of greatness. Shouldn't
the Rabbi Lamms of tomorrow have a chance to show-
case their talents as well?

Moreover, now that the outside world has ranked our
institution 45th in the country, it is time for us to lighten
up and let our hair down just a little. Speakers at com-
mencement exercises of other colleges have included
Kermit the Frog, Barney, Roseanne, and Madonna. Could
a YC Valedictorian be worse?

One final note: It’'s now December, which means that
the administration has five months to plan for gradua-
tion. Let’s include recognition of students in this student
milestone and allow our valedictorians to.speak.
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[LETTERS

the Editor

Drama vs. Passion; Trauma vs. Excitement

TotheEditor:

Without Passion, Romance, Excitement,
Fun, Friendshipandaboveallelse, Lovethere
canbenomarriage. AfterreadingMr. Moses’

articleaboutShidduchimat YU, Ifelttheurge

topersonallycalleverysinglestudentatYC/
SCWandremind themofthat. AsInolonger
receivea copy of the Guide to the Perplexed,
aLettertoTheCommentatorseemedlikeagood
alternative.

The weakness of articles about dating/
marriage in The Commentator is that they in-
variably focusonpeerpressure, the“stigma”
of graduating Stern single, how dating and
marriage affect school performance, and
whetherUndergrads are mature enough to
shoulder the emotionaland financialrepon-
sibilities of marriage. What about Love?
Friendship?Passion? Romance? Excitement?
Where do they fit in? Ichallenge each and
every YUstudentwhoisdatingand contem-
plating marriage to examine his or her soul
and ask themselvesif their significant other
arouses these emotions. It may sound trite
and trivial and superficial but I sit herewith
experienceonmysideandtellyouitsthemost

- important question youneed to answer.

My wife and Ifight with each other (after
allhow canyoumakeupifyoudon'tfightin
thefirstplace?)aboutissuesbothreal (noneof

your business) and ludicrous (how to cook
asparagus: steam or boil?). We disagree on
politicsand differonreligousissues. Withall
ourdifferencesourmarriageworks for three
reasons: 1) Weworkveryhardatit, 2) Mywife
is my best friend and 3) I love my wifeand
every day we spend together is part of an
exctingandwonderfuladventure;evenwhen
wehaveaterrible, horrible, verybad,nogood
day.

Ididn’tgetmarriedtill4 yearsafterI grad-
uated from YU. I didn’t make a conscious
decision towait nor was Iactively seeking to
marryduringany of thattime. Idatedmany
women some of whom I am friendly with,
some of whomIneverwanttoseeagainand
some of whoprobably don’twanttoseeme.
Itwasfun,itwaspleasantanditprepared me
tomeetmywife.

I ask all students to pay attention to the
Musar of the Rosh Hayeshiva, Rabbi Dr.
Norman Lamm who told the bochurim to
relax. Themanorwomanofyourdreamsis
outtheresome whereand you willbe with
them. Maybenottoday, maybenottomorrow,
but soon and for the rest of your life.

CarpeDiem!

Richard Langer
SSSB 91’
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MESSAGE FrRoM THE
Y CSCPRESIDENT

JASON BUSKIN

Theremindersareeverywhere: year-
book pictures, ads, graduation notices.
And,whileitisnottimetosay good-bye,
bid farewell, and reflect fondly on the
days goneby, itishardtobelieve weare
almostat the halfway pointof my senior
year.

Imustconfessithassnuck up on me,
the thought that my final year at YU is
halfway complete, along withitmy term
as YCSC President. Theexperience thus
far has been an interesting one! Fun?
Withoutadoubt! Challenging? Certain-
ly! Difficult? Attimes! Rewarding? Ab-
solutely! ‘

Asllookback onthissemester, I take
pride in our successes, the recent Cha-
nukah Concert was a tremendous
achievementforthestudentbody of Ye-
shivaUniversity. Anumber of students
dedicated thankless hours to making
this year’s concert the best ever and in-
deed the finished product was some-
thing tobehold. y

This semester has been one of accom-
plishment, and  hope the students can
takeprideinourachievements, fromthe
toll free security number (1-888-YU-
SAFTY)to thenew Rubintelevision, the
campushasseen some wonderful addi-
tions. Programsandeventsfromthe Book
Exchange to Chicago City Limits, stu-
dent council has tried to provide inter-

esting and exciting innovations for Ye-
shiva College students.

Despite the successes, it is a bitter-
sweet feeling to know that the yearis
nearly half over. There is much more
student council will accomplish. More
improvements will come to fruition,
changesboth big and small. More pro-
grams,eventsand activitiesare headed
your way. Whetheritis moreoffcampus
activities ormaking movie night aweek-
ly occurrencewearestriving toimprove.

The fallsemester hasbeenabusyone,
and a special one. Personally, it has
been achance to work towards change
for the studentbody, and toadd a little
bitmoretothelives of students on cam-
pus. As I look back on the past few
months I hope that I have been able to
accomplishmuch.Itistheseexperienc-
esI will take with mewhenIleave. Iwill
nodoubtrememberthedaysandnights
spent creating and innovating some-
times even pleading as much as I will
remember the time I spent at YU with
friends, hanging out, watching ball-
games and sometimes just pondering
life spent between 184th and 186th
streets.Iwillremember mytimespenton
student council, and I will reflect on

‘thesedaysmuchasIdotheother expe-

riencesI have had during my tenureat
YU.

GRADUATE SCHOOL
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AND ADMINISTRATION
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Yeshiva
College

Aaron Heller Memorial Shiur
Given by Rabbi Mordechai Cohen

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF

Nearly 50 students gathered in the
Rubin Shul to hear Rabbi Mordechai
Cohenspeak at the Aaron Heller Memo-
rial Shiur on Monday, November 25, at
9:15P.M. Aaon Heller z”l was a student
at YU at the time of his death in Rubin
Hall in 1994.

Rabbi Yosef Blau began the program
by memorializing Heller, calling the na-
tureof the programand its focuson Torah
“appropriate” to thememory of someone
whodied attoo younganage merely tobe
memorialized by listing his accomplish-
ments. Mrs.Klausner, Aaron’s mother,
then thanked the crowd forcaring enough
to take time out of their schedules to at-
tend.

Rabbi Cohen began by recalling the
night of Aaron Heller’s passing, saying
he, too, “lived though” the experience
because he was living on campus at the
time. Hethenbegan hisshiur, onthetopic

of “Kedusha, Prishut, V' Achdut: The ten-
sion Between Separation and Unity in
Striving for Holiness.” He focused on the
two extreme alternate views of kedusha
seen in Rashi and Ramban on Parshat Ke-
doshim, who maintain that the word is to
be defined as being “separate” from this
world, and that is evident in the kedusha
thatwesay in Chazarat HaSha"'tz, ty pified
by the phrase “VeKarah Zeh El Zeh,” that
the angels sanctify God in unison.

Heemphasized theimportanceof our
notbecomingsocaughtupin ourprivate
“separatist” strivings for holiness as to
excludeour fellow Jews, who are really
supposed to be our partners in the wor-
ship of Hashem. Hecitedexampleshehas
seenof people falling prey tothismistake,
to demonstratehow absurd their actions
seem in hindsight. Rabbi Cohen made
regular reference to Aaron Heller and
commented thatthelevel of ahavatyisrael
he was praising in the shiur was also a
basic character trait of Aaron's.

Of Sound Mind and Body

Sports Psychologist Speaks about
“ College Athletes

BYCARLHOCHHAUSER

When the Phillies or Sixers need a
psychologist, they turn toPhiladelphia’s
Dr. Joel Fish. So does the US Women'’s
SoccerTeam. Thus, itcameasnosurprise
when Yeshiva University Athletic Direc-
tor Steve Young chose to invite him to
address varsity athletes from both cam-
puses on Tuesday night, November 19.
Fish’stiesto YUrundeep;fromhisdays
at Clark University with Young, to his
uncle’s career on the Macs.

Dr.Fishstarted outby addressing the
challenges facing a student athlete. He
mustbe motivated, confident, competi-

tive,and adeptatjuggling the many fac-

ets of their schedule. A competitive na-
ture can manifest itself in a variety of
ways-insports, in the classroom, among
family members,amongfriends,and with
oneself. As at most schools with high
standards in bothacademicsand athlet-
ics, Yeshivaathletesare mostcompetitive
in the latter category. As his impromptu
survey bore out, the push to succeed is
usually drivenby a desiretosatisfy oneself.

As Fish noted, success used to be de-
termined by “how you played.” Now,
society is much more cutthroat, and the
more commonly asked question is “did
you win?” He related the story of an
Olympic swimmer with whom he had
worked. The man set goals that were
extremely high. When hisrace was over
and he had won the gold, he was still

upset because he had not broken the
world record. He thought he was a fail-
ureand lapsedintoadepression. Clearly
this man misperceived reality. A “star”
should not be defined by his statistics.
Rather, Fish has four criteria by which
one should measure his success: Self-
confidence, Temper-management, Atti-
tude,and Respect.

Dr. Fish spends the majority of his
time working with private individuals
and professional sports teams. Never-
theless, he predicts that within a few
years, nearly all NCAA DivisionIschools
will have theirownsports psychologist.
Studentathletes traditionally have trou-
ble juggling their workload along with
their different responsibilities. In addi-
tion, collegesportscan often become too
competitive. A student athlete needs to
know when to put on his “game face,”
and when to change his demeanor and
walk away. According to Fish, just be-
cause an athlete doesn’t sulk for weeks
afteratoughloss,doesn’t meanhedidn’t
giveithisall. Itjust means thathehas the
proper attitude and a good outlook and
perspectiveonlife. AsUniversity of North
Carolina basketball coach Dean Smith
oncesaid, “If youmakeeverygamealife
and death proposition you're going to
have problems. For one thing, you’ll be
dead a lot.” : e

Inadditiontohislecture, Dr. Fishmade
himselfavailabletothestudentsafterthe -
lecture for personal attention.

December 19, 1996
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Students Urged to Complete
Satisfaction Survey

BY MATITHYOHU BALAS

Last week students were asked to fill
out a student satisfaction inventory for-
mulated by the Noel-Levitz Company.
The student survey was administered
from the Office of Student Services, head-
ed by Dean of Students Efrem Nulman.

According to the Office of Student Ser-
vices, thesurvey’s purpose is to help the
YU administration acquire a quantita-
tive understanding of student opinions
about the university. Dr. Nulman urged
students to take twenty minutes tocom-
pletethe questionnaire.

Though thesurveysarenotnewtoYU,
somestudents questioned their purpose.
Daniel Robbins, a YC Sophomore, com-
mented that“maybe Y Ushouldconduct
asurvey of the questions in the survey.
There were so many similar questions
that willbe answeredsodifferently, that
they [YU]won’tknow wheretostart. The
questions did not adequately address
thedemands of the studentbody.” Dean
Nulman claimed that the survey never-
theless reveals the uniqueness of YU
when compared to other colleges and
universities.

"Another Sophomore, Eliyahu Lifs-
chitz, wassomewhatskepticalabout the
effectiveness ofthesurvey. Hesuggested
that “instead of spending money on a
confusing survey that does not directly
deal withthe problemsinourschool, YU
should use the money tohelp solve the
problems that are already known, such

.as improving the cafeteria food and its
prices, and sponsoring and improving

studentevents.”

Dr. Nulman, however, said that the
costof the survey and itsanalysis by the
company isminimal. Moreover, the mon-
ey comes from the budget of the Office of

Student Services, and “student activity -

money isnotand ought nottobeused for
university activities.” The Dean went
further to say that the surveys have pro-
duced data that have led to tangiblere-
sults including Freshmen Orientation,
academicregistration, dormitory check-
in, and the general orientationschedule.

The Office of Student Services is cur-

- rently working ona parentsurvey which

will be conducted over the telephone.
The survey will contact approximately
twohundred parents of Y Ustudentsran-
domly, collect data, and evaluate YU
based on the information they acquire.

For the first time Student Services is
also conducting a survey at Stern Col-
lege. Inaddition to the Noel-Levitz sur-
vey, theywillconductanin-housestudy.
Fromthesesurveys, theywillnotonly be
able to compare Stern to other colleges
and universities, butalso to compare the
effectiveness ofthe surveysinrelation to
eachother.

Dr. Nulman hopes that students will
completethe survey because heand his
colleagues “do care very deeply about
whatthey|[thestudents] thinkabouthow
wearedoingourjob...Someareas of the
status quo can help themimproveYU...
President Lamm invested whole-heart-
edly inwhat we're doing.” He believes
that the survey will result in improve-
ments throughoutthe University.
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Page 5
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Initssecond publicrelations coup of
the semester, YUisnownotonlya “first
tier” University, butis the only Univer-
sity which can boast of employing a
professor with the title “Don Rabbi”.
On December 4, Rabbi Dr. M. Mitchell
Serels received Spain’s Order of Civil
Merit,;Spain’s knighthood, thus earn-
ingthetitle “Don,” theSpanishequiva-
lentofSir. Dr.Serelsisbelieved tobe the
first Rabbi evertoreceive the horor.

Dr. Serels, ahistory professor atYU
who serves as Director of Yeshiva Uni-
versity’s Sephardu. Studies and Com-

YU'’s Professor Serels

Knighted bgLSpam

‘munities Programs and as _Assomate '

ity __.:_'.transléhng and s studymg Hebrew texts
that predate, 1492 vand until 1987 re-

oy Centurles, and is co-editor of Sephardim
i and the Holpcaust, published earlier this
. year and believed to be the first book
- focusing on how the Holocaustravaged

theSephaxd.lcnnuulann.nsnfsucbcmm_

) Sere]s.ls theauthorofAH:storyof
the Jews of Tangter in-the 19th and 20th

tries as Yugoslawa, Iraq, Holland, Al-
ania, and Tunisia.

very year, Dr. Serels orgamzes the
Semana Sepharad CulturalFes-

agoguesthroughoutNorth America.

| Rav Tendler Speaks About

Darwinism After YCDS Play

BYDAVID SWIDLER

AftertheSundaymatineeoftheDramatics
Society’spresentationof Irtherit the Wind, MYP,
Rosh Yeshiva RabbiMoshe Tendler gave a
lectureonthesupposedconflictbetweenBib-
licalCreationismandEvolutionistthought,a
majorissue raised by the play.

RabbiTendleroutlined thehistoricstages
ofevolutionistideas,fromDarwin’s Originof
Species of 1839to today’s predominant view
amongsdentiststhatnoknownnaturalmech-
anism can account for the development of
differentspecies,effectivelyanadmissionthat
thereisnoviable theory.

Healsoshowedhowtheissuekeepsaris-
inginourownday,assomestatelegislatures
and school boards have discussed modify-
ing the way evolution is taughtin schools.

InJewishthought RabbiTendlerasserted,
there is plenty of room for the notion that
millions evenbillions, of years passedbefore
manas we know him appeared. TheJewish
calendar measures time from the creationof
Adam, not from Genesis 1:1. The Church,
however, upon encountering evolutionism
inthemid-nineteenthcentury,insisted thatit
is incompatible with the Bible's account of
Creation.

Compounding this was the prevailing

assumption among many rabbis that this is
indeed thecase. RabbiTendlershowed,how-
ever, thatanumberofprominentTorahschol-
arswereinfactoftheopinionthatthisworld -
existed for eons before the advent of the hu-
manrace.Heditedalecturegivenbytheearly-
aineteenth-centurycommentatoronthe Mish-
na, the Tiferes Yisroel, thatthisworldisthelast
inaseriesoffour. God used thesamemedium,
thisEarth, foreachworld,andhencethefossil
records thatextend back millionsof years.

Thegreatirony of Darwin’s thesis, noted
Rabbi Tendler, was that every single thing
thatvauntedresearchersaid waswrong-but
heintroducedtothescientificcommunitythe
ideathatalllivingthingshavestructuraland
chemical similarities, a notion that has al-
lowed medical science to progress by leaps
and bounds. This is nowhere more evident
thanin theuseoflaboratory animals to facil-
itatethedevelopmentoftreatmentsfordiseas-
esaffectinghumans.

In response to the lecture, one YC senior
said, “I like the fact that YCDS can integrate
intoits production the Torah perspectiveon
theideassetforthintheplays.RabbiTendler’s
presentationhelped me togaugebetter how
we should view otherwise seemingly dan-
gerous issues through the lens of Torah.”
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Community Leaders Visit
From Salonika, Greece

8YDAvVID SWIDLER

The Jacob E. Safra Institute of
Sephardic Studies sponsored a visit to
the University by Messrs. Andreas Sefi-
ha, the Chairman, and H. Kouno, the
President of the Jewish Community
Council of Thessaloniki, or Salonika,
Greece, during club hour onThursday,
November21.

Speaking on the historical background
of the Salonika Jews, Mr. Sefiha, told of
the communities’ establishment during
the time of Alexander the Great in the
fourth century B.C.E. He noted a major
turning pointin thehistory of thecityand
of its Jewish community when the Span-
ish Edict of Expulsion wentintoeffectin
the summer of 1492 and twenty thou-
sandJews soon settled in Salonika, which
had previously been home to approxi-
mately five hundred Jews.

Mr. Sefhina spoke of Salonika as a
haven for Jews throughout Europe. So
many Jewssettled therethrough the years
thatby modern times, nearly two-thirds
of the city was Jewish, and the city shut
down for shabbat and holidays.

A vibrant and sophisticated commu-
nity, Salonika included institutions for
psychiatricpatientsand theelderly, many
schools, and a famous Rabbinic semi-
nary from which emanated some very
influentialresponsa, particularly regard-
ing such contentious issues as inherit-
ance, told the emissary.

The Holocaust took its toll on Saloni-
ka. With a prewar Jewish population
bordering on 52,000, only 1,950 returned.
Many of the survivors did not want to
start new families, and today, after de-
cades of the passing of survivors and
emigration, the Jewish populationstands
at about 1,150.

Twosynagoguesstill function,asdoa
home for the aged, an elementary school,
and acommunity center witheducation-
alfacilities. Anewly-arrived young Rab-
bifromIsraelnamed Yitzhak Dayan now
leads the community.

Following Mr. Sefiha’s talk, students
inquired about familial connections to
the city. One inquired about available
documentation of the residents from
many years ago. Mr. Sefiha said that
archives were discovered and are cur-
rentlythesubjectof analysisby ateamat
Tel Aviv University. Local archives do
exist, butare of limited scope. A second
student wanted to know how close the
Salonika community was with that of the
nearby island of Rhodes. Mr. Sefiha not-
ed that asa cutural and publishing cen-
ter, Salonika shared much with the sur-

rounding Jewish communities, includ-
ing many traditions. Many of the Balkan
Jewishcommunitieswereof very similar
origin.

In terms of those traditions, Mr. Sefiha
fielded a question regarding the preser-
vation of Sephardic traditions. Unfortu-
nately, helamented, his generationis the
last to speak Ladino. It has proved diffi-
cult to preserve, but revival efforts are
underway, including summer courses.
The Spanish ambassador has expressed
interest in saving what his country con-
siders a unique dialect of Spanish, as
about ninety-five percent of Ladino de-
rives from thatlanguage.

Regarding one of the darkerepisodes
in Salonika’s history, Mr. Sefiha ad-
dressed the issue of Salonika’s rabbi col-
laborating with the Germans during the
second World War. Rabbi Koretz was
kidnapped by the Germans and held
somewhere in the Reich for six months
beforehe was returned toGreece. He was
among the last Jews to be deported, and
became the commandant of a privileged
concentration camp. Koretz, said Sefiha,
was apparently unable to put the com-
munity’s vital interestsahead of hisown
survival,and declined toinformhis con-
stituents of the truenatureof Nazigoals.
Consequently, Salonika lost more Jews
in the Holocaust than any other Greek
community.

Interms of its more recent history, the
city, asa whole, suffered during the civil
war, after WWII, between theNational-
istsand Communists, thatlasted through
1949. The Nationalists prevailed, and
ever since, the government has been tol-
erant of its Jewish nationals. Even the
socialist party, elected topowerin 1981,
remained conservativeand open-mind-
ed. The government plans a monument
by next year to the 50,000 who perished
during the Holocaust.

Currently, intermarriage and assimi-
lation are problems that Salonika strug-
gles to overcome. The activism that Mr.
Sefiha,Mr. Kouno,and theJewish Com-
munity Council as a whole seek from
their constituents will, they hope, stem
thetide of intermingling. Plansareafoot
to “twin” Salonika with acommunity in
Israel, andtoimplementfellowship-type
programs to encourage Salonika’s Jew-
ish youth to study in Israel.

Though most of the attendees who
came to hear Mr. Sefiha and Mr. Kouno
had family connections inmind, several
students attended out of intellectual cu-
riosity alone. “It was fascinating,” said
YC sophomore Noah Streit. “I went be-
cause itsounded interesting, and it really

1@—lﬁmnmmeniatur

mcludmg one student who'shared his

S

- happen ifit was undertaken by soc1ety
presndents, rather than]ust suggestnons;
.:'strugghngtocome tofruitioneveryyear..
YCDSPre51dent AllanSchwartzsand :

Asword spreadabou tthe opportum- '
tiespre-med studentswerereceivingat .-
AECOM, studentsma]onngmotherdns- :
ciplines pressed to have the.group in-
clude them as well. YURG welcomed - ‘in:
the interest and openly invited others . 1

"Ten Months Later,
Still No Phone Line

continued from page one

line issue is a symptom of a much larger
disease. Hesees “alackofrespectandgeneral
disregardof YeshivaUniversity HighSchool
employees.”

Other facultymemberscomplainofaging
facilities which the high school cannot re-
placeduetolackoffundsfromtheUniversity.
MTA's sciencelaboratory ishometoarefrig-
eratorwhich is at least thirty years old and
whichmustbemanually defrosted.

Anothercommoncomplaintamongstfac-
ultymembersisaperceivedlackofsupportby
theUniversityfortheacademicdevelopment
of the high school’s students. “They [the
University]shouldbeencouragingandfund-
ing college-level courses within the high
school itself, not just accepting a few kids as
part of early admissions,” said one faculty
member.

Contrary to many of his faculty mem-
bers, the principal of MTA, Rabbi Taubes,
believes that the occasional problems that
docomeupintherelationshipbetween YU
andMTA aregreatly overshadowed by the
benefitsof therelatxonsh.lp Headmitsthat
duetothesize of the Univesity, “thereisa
bureaucracy thatyou have to go through

which canbea little frustrating.”

However, Rabbi Taubes points to the
positive involvement of the Dean of Stu-
dent’sOfficewith thehighschool dormito-
ry, in terms of arranging counseling for
studentsand granting themaccessto Uni-
versity facilities, and the fact that many
MTA seniors can take college classes and
shiurim,asonlytwoofmany positivefacets
oftheUniversity’sinteractionwiththehigh
school.

Inaddition, Rabbi Taubesexplained that
therecentdropin studentenrollmentisdue
more to MTA’s increased selectivity than to
lackofinterestonthepartof students.“Inthe
past, MT Ahad areputationthatif youcan't
getintootherschools,don’tworry, MTAwill
takeyou. Therefore,wehavebeenmoreselec-
tive. We want to make sure we accept kids
whocanbesuccessfulhere.”

ElliotGibber, ChainmanoftheMTA Board
agrees with Rabbi Taubes’ positive assess-
mentoftherelationshipbetweenYUandthe
high school. Hesaid,”Wehavenothad one
withthe University thatwasnottakencareof
inthebestinterests ofboththeUniversityand
the high school.”
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New Organization Formed

to Push Orthodoxy to Center

BY ARIKAHN

The American publichas shifted tothe
rightover the pastfew years,demonstrat-

- ed by the popularityof Rush lebaugh ’

Newt Gingrich,.and other conservative

pundits. Even Presxdent Clinton, who',

found himselfinMoscow' dunng theViet-

nam War, has taken up.the: banner of .

many right-wing causes, but has’ Ortho-
dox Jewry followed this trend? Yes,say
the organizers of a new group called
Edah,and theyhavecometogetherinan
attempttoreverseit. Edahis anacronym
forEthics, Devotion, Ahavat Yisroel,and
Halacha. Thegroup was created latelast
vear, in May, after conversations
amongst prominent proponents of Mod-
ernOrthodoxy. They feara growing sense
of marginalization by those on the right
wing of Orthodoxy and plan to reener-
gize what they call the Modern, or cen-
trist, Orthodox communityby creatinga
body of Rabbis and Torah scholars to
provide spiritual and educational lead-
ership. Edah receives its funding in the
formofamatching grantfromtheStein-
hart Foundation. Its current director,
Rabbi Saul Berman, a YC alumnus, teach-
es Judaic Studies at Stern College for
Women. Heexplained thatthe members
ofthegroupfirststarted planning projects
for Edah this past summer and said that
one of the key projects focuses on eight
smicha students in RIETS. The students
are participating in a training seminar
heldonceaweek attheHebrew Institute
of Riverdale. The fellowship program,
called MeORoT, is designed to expose
themtotopics such as “the limits of rab-
binic authority, the merits of activism
and outreach, and views on pluralism.”
Every Tuesday they heara presentation
fromsomeoneat theforefront of Modern
Orthodoxthought. Othertopics tobecov-
ered by the seminar include this week’s
subject, Da’as Torah, along with Torah
Umaddah,and theattitudetoward Chum-
rah.MeORoT, isanattempttoclarifyand
solidify thebeliefsofModernOrthodoxy
inthemindsoffuturerabbis. “Webelieve
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that there is a significance to the Medi-

_ na... we believe that it is vital to sustain

openness toward Conservativeand Re-
fo;m Jews...” are just two of the many
ideas the program is designed to get

_across. Rabbi Berman wants people to

understand that “This [Modern Ortho-
doxy] is Emess, this is not acompromise
position.” The Rabbi says this in the face
of critics on the rlght who see Modern

_Orthodoxy as “a vain effort to embrace

Western values hke pluralismand femi-
nism as well as religious Zionism.”A
letter distributed to sparkinterest in the
fellowship stated “The curriculum of
MeORoT is focused on the ideological
issueswhich distinguish Modern Ortho-
doxy. Whilesharing its most fundamen-
tal ideological and halakhic commit-
ments with all Orthodox Jews, Modern
Orthodo:xy nffersa vision of Torah Juda-
ism which, while tully grounded in the
mesoret (tradition), manifests a signifi-
cant emphasis on openness to the mod-
emnworld.” TheMeORoTprogram which
was arranged with RIETS through R~
Robert Hirt and Rabbi David Israel in
YU’sOfficeof Communalservices, isalso
being sent around the country. Ten Rab-
bis are sent video tapes of each session
after every week and once a month con-
vene fora telephone conferenceatwhich
thepresentationsare reviewed and ques-
tions are discussed.

Rabbi Berman and Rabbi Avi Weiss,
an Edahboard-member who teaches Ju-
daicStudies atStern,serveas mentorsfor
the program.

The Jewish Week reported that “virtual-
lyeverymemberof Edah, including busi-
nessman Jack Bendheim and Michael
Jesselson, are committed supporters,
alumni and/or parents of students at-
tending Yeshiva University."The [ewish
Week story cited this as an implicit criti-
cism of Yeshiva University “which has
reflected Orthodoxy’s movetotheright.”
RabbiBermanis quicktopointoutthathe
neither said norimplied that statement.
In fact he told The Commentator that he
disagrees: “WhileI attended Yeshiva in
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the ‘50s and ‘60s... R’ [J.B.] Soloveitchik
wastheexception [In thathe alone of the
Roshei Yeshiva espoused Torah Umad-
da]. Today many Roshei Yeshiva have
B.A:s,M.AsandevenPhD’s. Everyonehas
a sense of what a seculareducation is and
what a general education can provide.”
Rabbi Moshe Dovid Tendler, a Rosh
Yeshiva in MYP, will be lecturing at
MeORoT on February 11, 1997 on the
topic of “The Use of New Knowledge in
P’sak.”Edah is alsoworking with NCSY
on a program starting in the Spring ‘97
semester on four college campuses: Bos-
tonUniversity, Queens College, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and University of
Maryland in Baltimore. The program
wascreated because “hundreds of grad-
uates of ModernOrthodox Yeshiva High
Schools go offto general University cam-
puses every year. Many more go off to
Israelforayearormoreof study and then
return to such campuses. Inmostinstanc-
es, there is little, if any, presence on the
campus of voices of Modern Orthodoxy
andreligious Zionism. Evenwheresuch
voices are present, there tends to be no
direct address to the issues of conflict
betweentheintellectual commitments of
Torah and those of the academic disci-
plines which students are absorbing in
theirstudies. Noristhere, generally,any
directattempt to confrontthedivergence
between theentire value systemof Torah
and that of the University campus from
the perspective of Modern Orthodox
teachings - which presume not the total

Rabbi Saul Berman addressing a group of YC and SCW students

rejection of secular culture, but a wise
discerningoftheelements which need to

"berejected and those which can be inte-

grated into the Orthodox world view.”
Coordinators ateach campus try tobring
Modern Orthodox discourse to the stu-
dents throughlecturesand presentations.

Amongtheotherprojectsbeing devel-
oped by Edaharea publicpolicy forum to
determine the alternative public policy
positions available totheModern Ortho-
dox community, a think tank, and local
Beis Medrash programs where RIETS
studentswill visit metropolitanarea syn-
agogues to give presentations and learn
withthe congregants.

At the grass-roots level, Edah is set-
ting up study circles trying to concen-
trate on “Spirituality in Productivity.”
Rabbi Berman wrote an article on this
subject for the latest issue of Sh'ma Mag-
azine. He laments the fact that Talmud
Torah and ‘efilla are the only areas in
which we feel there is spirituality. He
feels that another major way to achieve
spirituality is through human produc-
tivity. He compares the way the Torah
surrounded theactivity of farming with
mitzvot to the potential thatstill exists for
many of us today to incorporate mitzvot
into the way a job is performed. “How
can we take these actions and infuse
themwithmitzvotby how we dothem,by
how we relate to others, by how we set
goals,etc.”Rabbi Berman hopes thatEdah
“has a significant impact on the overall
direction of theJewish Community.”

Feldman, Storfer Named
Editors-in-Chief

continued from page one

ancing these two principles which I be-
lieve will be the most challenging - and
rewarding - aspect of being Editor.”
Storfer made a quickriseto thetop of
the Commentator kingdom. A graduate of
IdaCrown Jewish Academy in Chicago,
hebegan working for the paper last fall,
and was promoted to Associate News
Editor after only one semester. In the
spring, he was appointed Executive Ed-
itorby the outgoing Governing Board. As
anewsreporter, hedetailed securitybreach-

“es on the YU Internet system, an assign-

ment which required him to assume an
Internet alias forhisinvestigation. Healso
wrotealengthy analysis of Dean Norman
Adler’s firsthundred days in office.

“The Commentator plays a uniquerole
within the YU community. Those associ-

ated with Yeshiva University feel as if
this institution is an extension of their
own family. The Commentatorplaysa tre-
mendous role in sustaining that special
relationship. Josh and I are looking for-
ward to taking our place among the dis-
tinguished ranks of Commentator Editors-
in-Chief, and to adding our own person-
al touches to this great tradition.”

“Idon’t think we could have chosen
anyone more qualified than Arnon and
Josh,” commented outgoing Editor-in-
Chief Nick Muzin, who will continue to
beinvolved inthepaper.“Together, they
areexpertsinvirtually every areaof pub-
lishing.I am confident thatthey will con-
tinue to makeThe Conmentator one of the
mostexcitingand influential collegenews-
papers in the country.”
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Greetings From London

My Semester Abroad at the
London School of Economics

DearFellowStudents,

Iwritenow from thecomputer roomof
theLondonSchool of Economics. It feels
a little strange to send this letter to YU.
Just a year ago, actually, last semester, I
was in Yeshiva University, attending
classeswith the friends I missnow, study-
ing inthelibrary, taking the vanto Stern,
hanging out in the Morg television
lounge. Those memories are somewhat
distantforme. Fivethousand milesaway,
to be quite precise. I don’t watch much
television anymore, when 1 do, it is a
British show that I see. Seinfeld is out.
Mr. Beanhastaken his place. Thelibrary
hereisabitlargerthantheoneon Amster-
dam Avenue. Finding the stairs to the
third floor, though, is every bit as diffi-
cult. There are no vans to Stern in Lon-
don. Instead, tall red buses can lead me
to any one of theJew filled Hillel houses.
And I have new friends1studywithat the
London School of Economics. They in-
clude those few that wear kipot in the
open, girls whom I would have to recog-
nize from the Jewish Society meeting to
know they are Jewish, and the greater
number of Gentiles that I have come to
know. Such is thelife of a YU boy study-
ing in England.

Twelve monthsago, it was hard for me
to imagine being anywhere outside of
YU. Indeed, I was prepared tocomeback
for my senior year, begin my job search,
work with the yearbook and finish my
YU education likeanyoneelse. Thiswould
have been the conventional way to earn
my degree. | wanted to do something
different. | wanted totry something new
fora term,somewhereabroad.

When Ibegan to notice the posterson

the walls of the Furst and Belfer Halls
which advertised study programs in
Europe, I became curious. Ever since |
was little, ] wanted to travel to Europe. |
loved theway British people spoke. The
Frenchspoke beautifully too. I decided
then to find a way to get to Europe. I
wanted to be on thisadventurous conti-
nent. Thechoice of country didn’t matter
in my mind. It is funny when I think
about it now, [ almost went to Spain.
Common sense, however, led meto En-
gland.

Last December, I talked to whoever |
could find that knew anything about
Europe. [spentdaysinthelibrarystudy-
ing maps of London. | found a very un-
derstanding and encouraging person in
SSSB Dean Nierenberg. He agreed tolet
my classes in London count for credit at
Yeshiva University. To me this meant
thatIcouldlearn in Europe without loos-
ing timeat YU. Those whotoldmestudy-
ing in Europe was a crazy thing to do
could notchangemy mind. Iwanted this.
Whenthe letter stating I was accepted to
studyat the LondonSchoolof Economics
arrived, it was final; I was going to Lon-
don.

The first thing that struck me as inter-
esting when my feettouched theground
inLLondon was thatall the cars drove on
the “wrong” side of the road. I've been
nearly hit six times since I came to Lon-
donin late August. You would think that
getting used to this oppositeness is sim-
ple. Fat chance! I regularly head to the
driver’ssideofthevehiclewhenentering

thecarofafriend. My mindisunchange- .

ably ingrained with America’s conven-
tion of thedriversitting on the leftside of
thecar. London’s double decker red bus-

[ NEW COURSE: HAVE WE GOT A DEAL FORYOUN |
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1 @he Commentator
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es were fun to ride during my first two
wecks here. [ recall always running to the
upper deck to sit near the front. Nowa-
dayswhenlrideabus,Ican’tbebothered
to climb the stairs.

Studying in London School of Eco-
nomics is a great. The three thousand
women here aside, the LSE is not so dif-
ferentthan YU. Ifind thatpeopleIknow
at YU study harder than the Peoplel see
here. You mightnotthink YU's cafeteria
food is so bad when you see what is
served in our cafeterias. And it’s not
much more expensive. Most of the Uni-
versity ( 5,500 students study here ) is
from outside of England. Thishascreat-
ed strong diversity within the student
body, oneof my favorite things aboutthe
LSE.

The courses here are not as tough as
thosein Yeshiva University. The profes-
sors, though, tend tobe famous. Someof
them are authors on what they teach. If
you want to learn here,youdoitonyour
own time. Unlike Yeshiva University,
the LSE does not cater to our spiritual
development. Thetruthis, the London
School of Economicsis morelike YUthan
it is different. Being away from New
York, I see now that YU is not as bad as
Ithought. PerhapsIwill talk more about
British University life ina futureletter.
want to tell you now about something
which should interest'you more: Jewish
life in London.

I have found that Jews in this city are
remarkablyclose. They come fromsomany
differentcities;Manchester, Leeds,Brighton,
Paris, Vienna, Tel Aviv...andplacesIhaven't
heard of. Somehow, theyall come together.

A Jewish Sodety exists in every major
universitycampusinLondon. Atthel.ondon
School of Economics, we have bagels and
cream cheese, and a speaker if we'relucky,
when we meet on Thursdays. The JSOC
meeting is where I met most of my Jewish
friends. A number of Hillel houses around
town plan events, shiurim, parties, and
Shabbatonim. This Shabbos, I will be in
Cambridge with two hundred young
Jews. Last Tuesday,  found myself meet-

ing Jews ona Hillel sponsored pub crawl.
Pubs areimmensely popularin this coun-
try, In fact, it is the way to wind down
after work, on any night of the week.

Recently, I saw Miss Saigon. People
herearemad aboutthe theater. Come to
think ofit, 'm mad about the theater. Jam
subconsciously becoming Britishized.
Sometimes, I catch myself talking to a
Britoninan Englishaccent. I realize this
whenlInoticetheydon’tunderstand what
I'm saying. The English can tell I'm
Americanfromtwohundred yardsaway.
If they are slow in understanding this, I
givemyself away the minute I open my
mouth. Often,Iam asked what Universi-
ty I go to at home. Usually, I say that I
study in Y.U. The reaction is almost
automatic. “NYU?“iswhatthey counter
with. Iflaminagood mood,Iexplainthat
I'study at Yeshiva University. Theynod,
and say “ Ohright”,asiftheyknow what
that is. Once in a while though, I meet
someoneenlightened. Theyheartheword
“yeshiva “-becomeexcited -and ask me
“ Do you know Shlomo?”

Thereisnoshortageofstoriestotellabout
myexperienceinLondon. Ihavebeensetup
for Shabbatotby peopleIhavemetonthetube,
ortrainasitiscalledbackhome. Whenlasked
to buy suspenders at Mark’s and Spencer’s,
theMacy’sorSaksof England, thesaleswom-
anstaredmedown tothefloor(Iwastoldlater
that suspenders in this country are a lady’s
garterwear.

Ifthereis one thing Iwant you tocome
away fromthisletter with, itisthat London
ishereforif you wantit. This means that
ifyouareadventurous, thinkyou cantough
itoutonyourown,and wanttomeetpeople
in Europe, you canbe here next year. The
process is notsodifficult. Iwillbein YU in
January to finish studying for my degree.
I'dlovetoshareanyinformationyoumight
beinterestedinregardingmyexperiences
here. You can Email me at

. raviv@yul.yu.edu. Good luck on finals!

Editor’s Note: The author of this letter is
Eyal |. Raviv, aYC student. He will be
returning to YU following winter recess.

New Jersey Tough on Hate Crimes

continued from page one

ing them into the fabric of our lives.”
Continuingwiththethemeofsynthe-
sizing of worldliness and religion, Gov-
ernor Whitman noted her recent trip to
Israel as the leader of a trade mission
from her state. New Jersey’s Governor
said she would not forget, “standing in
the Golan Heights and looking across

intoSyria,ahostil powerperchedrightin
Israel’sbackyard.” Seeing thetopograph--

icalrelationship of the Golan Height's to

Syria deepened the Governors under- .

standing of “the difficulties of Israel
maintaining safe and secure boarders
and reinforced her “commitment to the
fact that Jerusalem mustremain undivid-

" ed as the capital of the Jewish home-

land.”

Recountingherexperience of praying
atthe WesternWall, the Governorreflect-
ed on her thoughts of the miracle that is
that State of Israel and how, just three
years after the Holocaust, the Jewish peo-
ple received freedom in their own land.
The Governorlamented the destruction
of onethird oftheJewish people during
the worst calamity in human history
when she spoke about her visit to Yad
Va’Shem in Jerusalem. “Incredibly as it

seems, there are some people today who
believe, thattoday in'1996, thatfifty years
ofhearingaboutthe Holocaustisenough,
and that we don't need to talk about it
anymore.” Governor Whitman unwaver-
ingly denounced such claims, and as-
sured those in attendance that New Jer-
sey was leading the way in practicing
zero tolerance on crimes of hate, prose-
cuting them to the full extent of the law.
Inaddition, theGovernorproudly men-
tioned thatshe was able to write legisla-
tionrequiring Holocausteducationinall

‘New Jersey public schools into law, the

first State in the US to do so.

Governor Whitman closed her re-
markswithwhatbecamethethemeofthe
evening. “Tonight,” she began, “I cele-
brate Chanukaat Yeshiva University. A
light of hope, tradition, knowledge and
wisdom, in an otherwise turbulent
world.” As the convocation concluded
and the Chanuka festivities began, the
light of hope and of the future of the
studentsof Yeshiva Universitywasshow-
cased through a multimedia presenta-
tion during thedinner, TheBelzSchool of
Music Choir, and the various student
representatives in attendance.
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~ Costa Rica With JustA
Backpack and Pocket Change

BYMATHEWLEADER

Forgetabout going home. When you are
old,fatandbald, youwillregretnotgoing off
somewhere cool for winter break while you
wereyoung. Myroommate DanielandThad
beenfirmbeleiversin this principle since the
firstmassivesnowfalllastyear.Sowhatifwe
hadn’t seen our families since Succot? We
needed to gosomewherewarm, and if they
really loved us, our parents would under-
stand.Infact,wedecided notonlytogothaw
out, but to make thisanOfficial College Life

Experience. Shortof beingeatenbybig-game

cats or contracting dengue fever, we were
committedtotheadventureofalifeime,and
what better way to get it than the official
Bohemian travel plan; backpacking
across...somewhere.

Thailand or Peru were our first choices
(since we had both served a few years in
Washington Heights and were comfortable

withtheidea of fetid, dangerousjunglesand -

pnmmve tribal living), but for assorted rea-
sons,neitherworked out. Thisdoesnotmean
y'all should not go; Iwanted to,but my par-
entshad read Shining Path: The World's Most
Dangerous GuerrillaMovement,andseenthings
on 60 Minutes about Asian human organ-
theftrings orsomething.

Finally, flipping through brochures and
comparing ticket prices, we came upon the
chic,cheap-yet-relatively-safe-student-holi-
day-location-of-the-year:CostaRica. Dubbed
“Nature Atlt'sSexiest”bytheLet'sGoguide-

book, “thetinyjewelof Central America”had
allthingsnifty:cloudforests, perfectbeaches,

“exploding volcanoes, raging rivers, friendly

natives called Ticos,andlots of fellow college
travelers. Itsounded sogood thatweimme-
diately forked over the cash for two not-so-
directNYtoLAtoGuatemalaCitytoSanJose

“airline tickets. With all the money saved on

airfare we decided to splurge on food and
accommodations,soweboughtthirty Tradi-
tion Noodle Soups, a first-class genuine ny-
lontent,twoneatosleepingbags, investedin
the Let's Gobook,and we were ready togo.

Eventhoughweknew the famous Burns
motto”BePrepared!”,wecavalierlystepped
outoftheairportinSanJosewithouta word
of Spanish to our credit, and no set plans for
ourtwoweeks other thanavoidingallhotels
theGuidenoted for their“relativelyfew tour-
istdeaths”. Wenoticed wholookedlikethey
werehaving themostfunintheairporthow-

‘ever, and these were the numerous well-

tanned surfers, carrying hugeboards in spe-
calsurfboardbags and not muchelse. Since
wewanted tobewell-tanned too, wejumped
ontheirbus and rode offtowhatwould tum
out to be Puerto Viejo, apparently a world-
renownedsurfingnirvanaontheCarribbean
coast.

This was tobe our firstexperience on the
luxuriousnationalbussystemof CostaRica.
Aswegoton,officialbus-guys (mustbe,since
they took our money) handed smallbrown
bags to. the numerous little children, all of
which were used on the three-hour trip
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throughthemountainous, rainy jungle, over
roadsandbridgesnotoneinchwiderthanthe
bus itself. Riding the buses seems to be the
nationalbloodsportof Central America, with
itinerant plantain salesmen, farmers,
grandmothers, bags, kids, produce and
animals all vying for air and seatspace in
the autobus. Between rounds of motion-
sickness, the natives genially snack on
fried plantianchipsandchuckle atthesoft
white Norteamericanos who often become
alarmed at the steep angle of descent the
buses take down muddy mountainsides,
livestock shooting down the center aisle

Darniel Brody and Mathew Leader deep in the Tropical Rain Forests of Costa Rica

and back again. Ha ha! Funny gringos!
Anyway, we finally got to the village, a
rusticspotwheretwodirt roads (asif there
was another kind) crossed next to a white
sand beach, sun a’shining and waves
a‘crashing. We wanted to camp on the
beach in our tent, but one of the surf gods
said thatthe Caribbean was the Bad Side of
theIsthmus. Thus, weagain followed the
surfers’lead and joined inthe ferventsearch
for a decent cabina, little rooms with beds
andsometimesabathroom,where youcan
spend the mgzht and leave yourstufftobe

continued on page'12 :
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IBC Student Council at their first annual IBC Chanukah Luncheon.

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF

DuringChanukah, Yeshiva University
students create a multitude of events
through which to express their joy for the
holiday. This year,a new eventwasinau-
gurated, as theIsaac Breuer Collegehel dits
firstannual Chanukah luncheon on Mon-
day,December9.

IBC President Bryan Ashenberg said,
“The luncheon was created so that stu-
dentsand rabbeimcould come togetherin
a non-classroom, informal setting, and in
theprocesslearn moreaboutoneanother.”

Almost one-hundred students cameto
theevent. Whilebagels, latkes,and donuts
wereserved, thestudentsenjoyedwordsof
Torah from Rabbi Rabinowitz, whoteach-
esinIBC. Hecalled thestudentsof IBCand
of YU thefutureleaders of OrthodoxJuda-
ism, and urged them to live up to their
potential. IBC president, Bryan Ashen-
berg, addressed the students and men-
tioned that the IBC student councils’ goal
is to work with the rabbeim to sponsor
activities for thebenefitofthestudentbody.

For many of the students, the highlight
oftheeventwastheIBCChanukahpresent,
a glass mug which was given out to the
entire IBC student body. Students also
received thefirstissueof the Insider, a new
IBCnewsletter.

Ashenberg explained, “The IBC Stu-

l. to r. Nachum Lamm-VP, Gary Strong-Secretary, Bryan Ashenberg-President,
Jonathan Sicklick-Treasurer.

IBC Sponsors Chanukah
Luncheon

dentCouncil,isinterestedincreating inno-
vative programs for IBC students such as
the newsletter and the Chanukah lun-
cheon. We hope these programs will be
continued and improved upon in future
years.”

While only one-hundred out of an ex
pected two-hundred people showed ug
theluncheon,according tomoststudents,
was a success. Andrew Goldberg, a SSSB
sophomore, said, “Thespeakersweregreat
and the small environment was vintage
IBC. Itfeltgood tohaveawarmChanukah
feeling amidst upcoming finals and pa-
pers.”

IBC/]JSS Chanukah Breakfast

IBCand]SSco-sponsored a Chanukah
breakfast on Wednesday, December 11.
Over forty studentsattended thebreakfast
which waspreceded by the RoshChodesh
davening. The keynotespeakerattheevent
was.Rabbi Blech. He discussed how the
miracles of Chanukahand Purim are hid-
den, contrary to themiraclesof Pesachand
Shavuoth. '

The spirit of Chanukah permeated the
YU campus and with the help of IBC, the
holiday was.celebrated in a successful
manner. AsIsaacGalena,aYCsophomore
said, “No other school celebrates Chanu-
kahlike YU. Thechagigot weregreatand I
felt likeI was part of acommunity.”

SOY Chanukah Chagiga Features
Neshoma Orchestra

BY DAVID SWIDLER

This year’s SOY sponsored Chanu-
kah Chagigabrought Neshoma Orches-
trasto Yeshiva University. On Tuesday,
December 10, hundreds of studentsgath-
ered in the Main Beis Midrash first for
Torah, then for music, dancing, and re-
freshments.

The evening began with a shiur by
MYP Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Yonasan Sa-
chs on Chanukah, in which he discussed
some of the hashkafic issues surround-
ing the holiday. After ma‘ariv, the six-
pieceband commenced itsmedley of Jew-
ish dance music.

SOY President Jonathan Neiss esti-
mated thataboutfourhundred students

participated in the festivities, which in-
cluded freesodaand donuts to help fuel
continued dancing,
Amongtherabbisinattendance were
Av Beis Din of Tel AvivRabbi Avraham
Sherman, Masgiach Ruhani of RIETS
Rabbi Yosef Blau, Max and Marion Grill
Dean of RIETS Rabbi Zevulun Charlap,
and MYP Roshei Yeshiva Rabbi Reuven
Parnessand RabbiMeir Goldwicht. Rosh
Kollel Rabbi Herschel Schachter provid-

ed aboost to the celebration’sintensity at -

theend.

Neiss was pleased with the turnout,
and ambiance. “There wasa greatatmo-
sphere, especially for Chanukah, consid-
ering that Purim is normally the big cha-
giga here,” he said. “Theguys werehav-
ing agood time.”

5
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Dedi Heads Rock Lan
YC/SCW Annual C

Y ERICLONDON

The Chanuka-Concert 5757rolled
throughLamport AuditoriumonDecem-
ber 5, tearing up everything in its path.

AsMasterof Ceremonies, YCSC Pres-
identJason Buskinappeared before the
hungry crowd of 1200, he could feel the
electricity in theair.

Buskin kicked off the musical extrav-
aganzawithoneof YU’sownensembles,
headedbyupcomingperformerandsong-
writer, Shmuel Bodenheimer. . Singers
Aaron Blumenthal, Eli Borger and Yitzi
Shapiro completed the cast. The song,
“HineiMatov,” wasinspiredbya call for
peace and achdut among the Brothers of
Israel. When asked how he got theidea
for the composition Shmuel replied: “I
wasinspiredby theMarchbusbombings
in Israel. In a sense, the song seeks a
culmination of peacebetween the Jewish
sects who were arguing amongst each
other at the time... By the way, did I
mention I'm coming out with a tape?”
Following the original performance, an
emotional crowd climaxed witha stand-
ing ovation for their fellow collegians.

AsYU’sownexited thestage, Buskin,
deckedoutina pristinely pressed tuxedo
made of the finest fibers money canbuy,
ushered inrisingJewish music perform-
er,Mendy Wald. Wald upped thetempo
with a few songs from his new album.

Feeling the love, but demanding more,
the crowd yearned forWald’s hallmark
“Sameach” and overpowered the cheer-
ingtolethimknow.Itwasnotlongbefore
the entertainer acknowledged his fans
and belted out “Sameach.” Spontaneous-
ly, the crowd sang along while pouring
outintotheaisles clapping and dancing.
Enjoying theirfirstrushofadrenaline,
the crowd settled down as M.C. Buskin
thanked his Council’s efforts in making
this the best Jewish music concert ever
and noted Neshoma Orchestra’saccom-
paniment, the'YU Band, Mendy Wald,
Avraham Fried, and even the added ac-
couterments- the Dougie’s and refresh-
ment stands positioned in the lobby.
Following the thankyou'’s, a faint, yet
recognizable voice to even the most un-
initiatedin Jewishmusic, began tofillthe
auditorium with melody. Students in-
stantly whipped into a frenzy as they
craved fora glimpseof theinternational
superstar known around the world as
Dedi. The star exhilarated the crowd
with his thundering entrance. Guysand
gals poured into the aisles once again,
and though Burns security guard Cap-
tains Morales, Kharwin, and the rest of

theranks did awonderfuljob, they were

unable to suppress this mass of human-
ity’s excitement. The room was rocking
and the feet were stomping and it was
onlyuntilaftertheconcert, thatitbecame
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apparent that much of the noise was
actually chairsbreaking off theirhinges.

Dedi finished his show and left the
stage only toreturn to thank the concert

“organizers for making theevent thebest
concert he’s ever been to. He then pro-
ceeded with an encore. Just plain giddy
that Dedi had returned, YU students-
turmned- maniacsreturned to their frenzy
in the walkways. '

It was finally time for the meat and
potatoesof theevening. Avraham Fried
took to the stage caused a second rush of
pure adrenaline to pulse through the
veinsofallinattendance. Feelingathome,
a brave few tested their skill and body
surfed in the aisles. -By this pointin the
concert,nervedamageensued formany
from the concert’s shearloudness. One
personnoted,”Myearswerenumb after
the concert...IfeltlikeI was stuck in that
humming motorcyclehelmetcommercial
for two days.” Avraham Fried’s reper-
toire included the songs: “Yerusha-
layim”,” ShemShami”,and thewhopper
“Sisu ViSimcha.” Theconcertclosed with
Avraham Fried, Mendy Wald and the
Neshoma Orchestra.

When asked if hewent to the concert,
YC Senior Yossi Lewis replied, “Ididn’t
go,butI wentto the meat market after-
wards,” surelyreferring to the Dougie’s
standintheMainBuilding’slobby. Oth-
ers weren't able to participate in the fun

iport Auditorium At
hanukah Concert

because they were studying for tinals.
YCJunior AriSchusterexplained, “Iwas
studyingforachemistry testatthetime,
but “I heard “Bodey” practice and he
waswonderful.” YCSenior Daniel Lowe
said: “(The concert was) A real Wood-
stockIL...it wasoutof control!”

M.C. Buskin, nottobe confused with a
performer in the early 1990’s, declared
the concert, “a tremendous success,”
noting that “creditshould beextended to
students who volunteered their time be-
fore the concert as well as helping pack-
ing up the equipmentafteritended.”

Allofthe performersloved theconcert,
andraved how everyone at Yeshivagets
involved the way we do. .

Dedilaterearmarked adonationtoYU
in the amount of $500.

BothYCSCand SCWSCextended their
great thanks to YCSC Vice President
Natanel Lebowitz, who toiled day after
day to make the concert the successful
celebrationitbecame.

SSSB President Bennett Schachter
may have summed up the concert the
best: “Theeffortthat went into this con-
certmadeitthebest concert]’vebeentoin
allthree yearsI'vebeenhere. The’'notso
surprise’ guestwasgreat,and overallthe
concert was unbelievable! You could
really feel the student ruachin theaudi-
ence-everyone had a blast!”
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P Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Mordech Wi ig delivers a Joint YC/SCW shiur on Chanukah.

Rabbi Willig Delivers Joint
Lecture on Chanukah

BY EPHRAIM SHAPIRO

On the fifth night of Chanukah, MYP
Rosh YeshivaRabbiMordechaiWilliggave
a joint SOY/TAC- sponsored shiur to a
crowd that packed the Weissberg Com-
mons in Belfer Hall. Since this is the first
semesterinseveral yearsthatRabbi Willig
isnot teaching atStern College, thechosen
topic of discussion was the obligation of
womenwithrespecttothemitzvahoflight-
ing Chanukah candles.

Rabbi Willig dealt with a complicated
mix of citations from the Talinud, Halachic
commentatorsand enigmatic phraseology
of each regarding the nature of women's
lighting. He concluded that a woman'’s
requirementstemsnotfromanobligation
tolight per se, butthatshe must at least see
Chanukah candles burning in her house-
hold, and if she is the only one capable of
effecting that, then she should do so.

Theshiurended withinsightsintosome
of theconceptsinvoked during thelecture.
AmericanJewsareexposed tomany influ-
ences from the outside American society.
In college, they are introduced to many
schools of thought which may not agree
with a concept such as that of a woman

belonging to her husband. Why not say
thatamanbelongsto thehouseofhis wife?
One must,concluded Rabbi Willig, recog-
nize the fact that many radical changes
havetakenplacedue totheinfluencesofthe
world’s societies. Many of these changes
have been incorporated willingly and
some, unwillingly, into Jewish Law. The
symbolism of the Chanukah candles tells
us where to draw the line.- We put the
Menorah, which represents the Torah, by
the doorway of the house, and the Torah
tells us what weallow inside and what we
should keep out.

That, however, in and of itself is a
difficult decision to make and should be
donebyacompetentauthority. That, Rabbi
Willig said, is the meaning of Chanukah.
Theholiday of the Mesorah, the oral Tradi-
tion. Chanukah was not even mentioned
inthe Mishna, toteach ustheeternallesson
thatwemustalwayshaveanoral tradition.
Rabbi Willig quoted Rav Moshe Feinstein
zt"l, whosaid thatthelaws ofthe gentiles
canbereadfromabook. A personcanmaster
physicsby readingabook. Talmud, though,
doesn’'tworkthesameway;theremustbean
oraltraditionfromaRabbitohisstudent. That
orallinkinthe chain is irreplaceable.

Pre-Chanukah Chagiga for Russian
Immigrants A Success

BYGARYSTRONG

For Washington Heights’ Jewish Rus-
sian émigrés, the celebration of Chanukah
5757started a nightearly asarearesidents
joinedstudentsfromYeshiva Universityin
a Chanukah chagiga on December 4.

SethGrossman, Treasurer ofthe Philan-
thropy Society, whoalong withthestudent
councilsofthevariousJewish Studiespro-
grams sponsored the event, said, “This
[chagiga] showed the Russian people with
less of abackground how to light a meno-
rahandlearnaboutChanukah, andjustas
importantly,we showed them how much
funmitzvot could be.”

Overtwo-hundred peopleattended the
festivities. The chagiga included singing,
dancing, latkes and donuts,and araffle for
a dirt bike. One Russian man explained
that this was thefirst timehe lit the meno-
rahand enjoyed the happiness of the mo-
ment. A young Russian boy added that
until now hehad only heard stories about
the joy of Chanukah.

Thoseinattendance were privileged to
hear Vice President of Academic Affairs
William Schwartz, deliver a dvar torah in
Yiddishand thentranslate it into English.
He quoted the Gemara whichasks why a
menorah placed toohighis notacceptable,
and answered that a menorah placed to
high does not fulfill the requirement of
persumainissa-apublicizing ofthemiracle
of Chanukah. Dr. Schwartz commended
thestudents of YUand Stern for going out
of their way to publicize Chanukah, and
mentioned that the outreach of those in-
volvedwiththePhilanthropy Society will
having a lasting effect on those lives they
touch inthe community.

Faced with theoverwhelmingenthusi-
asm and happiness of the Russians at the
event, many of the Yeshiva and Stern Col-
lege students at the chagiga expressed the
feeling that we, as students of YU, have
much to be thankful for. Grossman re-
marked, “Too many of us at YU take for
granted how lucky we are that weareina
Jewishenvironment.”
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ransacked w hile you goout for theday. The

- quality ranges significantly with price, in
termsofsheet cleanliness, running water,
toilet paper, etc. However, forour first try
we did well, managing to find somecabi-
nasthatwerespotlessly maintained by a
dour, silent German guy (Costa Rica
seems tobe apreferred locale for menon
therun), forabout$10 a night.

Wespent our first two days leisurely
exploring the area with a stray dog that
we picked up (they areeverywhere, like
the cats in Jerusalem), eating coconuts
we found on the beach, and trying to
learnhow tosurf from watchingournew
friends. Personally, I found surfing tobe
harder than amateur brain surgery, even
though I did manage to stand up for
about three seconds once, before being
destroyed by a wave much, much larger
than myself. The key thing is really the
lingo (dude, you should have seen me
ride the barrel on that betty, the tail cut
both ways and I jimmied right over the
top) which we worked on faking from
day one. Besides the beach,andsomevery
cool jungle islands and shipwrecks right
offshore, wejustsleptinthe sunand prac-
ticed our burgeoning Spanish (dos cervezas
Senor! Adondeesta el bano?) at night.

Thecurrent went out on Friday, asdid
all thesurfers. Webused back toSanJose,
againonQueasyTicobuslines, and called
afriend of Daniel’s family there tobum a
place for Shabbat. He graciously agreed to
have us, and we managed to arrive at his
fortified mansion rightbeforeshul started.
Shabbat was a greatexperience,good food
and company, and an informative speech
by therabbiabout “el ninoMoses” and the
“pueblo Israel”. It was tough to leave the
greathospitality and threelive-inmaidson
Saturday night, but there was much more
tosee and do.

Ournextstopchosenfrom Let'sGo(yes,
they are paying me for this article) was
Fortuna, which was, what else, about a
three-hour bus ride to the north. Fortuna
seems to be nothing special until you get
outofthebus,look up the mainroad,and
noticeavery largeand steaming mountain
alarmingly close to the edge of town. This
is Volcan Arenal, thebiggest,baddestvolca-
no south of Mt. Saint Helens. The locals
have obviously never heard of Pompeii,
because that low cloud over the town is
really smoke, and that constant low rum-
blingisnot thunder,butrathercontinuous
eruptions from the open pit of hell that is
located just on the other side of themoun-
tain. Ifyouarericharid demented,youcan
stay ata place forabout$150anight, called
theInfernoLodgeorsomething, whereyou
getaroomperched on theoppositemoun-
tain, directly facing the lava flow. What
fun. Westayed at some less precariously-
situated cabinas, which we shared with
some very defensive French Canadians
(“So wat eef we are Franch! Why dat mat-
ter! Does not meen we are stupide!”) and a
large pet toucan.

Wedid gotosee theeruptions thatnight,
with the flaming rivers of lava, ground-
shaking, etc. and it was a certifiable Can't
Miss Experience. Unlikethebeach,howev-
er, there’s not much you can do with a
volcano after a while except run away.
Conveniently, then, while the volcano is
themainattractionof the area, it has creat-

ed other neat things toexperience, like the
local river which runs throughtown at a
warmish 100degrees Fahrenheit. Atripto
swimin the non-boiling end of theriver that
night was included in the cabinas rental,
and afterwards we went to thelocal canti-
na for mangoslushees with the people we
met there.

Inthemorning, we took theiradviceand
rented horsesandaguidetogoseeanearby
waterfall. Juan, “The Guide,” was not a
happy man, telling us that “real horsemen
don’ttalk” while theyride, butour horses
weresoneardeath thatwe wondered aloud
whetherreal horsemen feed theirhorsesor
not. He was not amused, and offered to
wait at the top of the ravine with the thor-
oughbredswhilewehiked downtosee the
falls.

This wasthe “nature atit’s...most Cos-
taRican” part. Weweresurethat thewater-
fallcould benocoolerthanthejungleitself,
with thelush foliage, hugetreesand vines,
monkeys and birds screaming when the
volcanowent off, etc. How wrong wewere.
When we finally got down to the deep
rockypoolwhere the water crasheddown,
we just stood there, each involved in our
own personal Indiana Jones fantasy. It'sa
place where you expect to hear the harps
playing, and adeepvoicesaying “Miller.It
doesn’tgetanybetterthanthis.” Wewould
easily have spent all day swimming and
hangin’in the jungle,butJuanhad madeit
clear that weonly had anhour before he
went back to the glue factory with our
steeds. Onour wayback, we got the ubiq-
uitous Israeli trekkers to take our picture
(‘allo, yeled! Kama oleh ha-susim?), and lied
aboutour timein the Tzanchanim.

In theafternoon, wewentwiththeintel-
ligent Canadians and some of our other
fellow cabiners to some local caves that
hadanundergroundriverrushingthrough
them, and alittlemangerscenecarved out
of thelimestone. Itwasvery cool, and this
is actually the part of the whole trip that I
remember most clearly, because I got a
strange tropical rash from the rental ga-
loshes thatis still with me today. We had

agreattime, butafter twodaysofhard work

we had seen most of the Fortunasights, so
itwastime tomoveon.

Sincewehad beenwell withinourbud-
getforthetrip,we feltthatwecould splurge
alittle. So,whenwegotbacktoSanJose, we
wenttoahotelintownand madearrange-
mentstoblow $60onaluxury whitewater
rafting trip that we had seen advertised. I
must have had too much cash left over,
becausel wisely decided tochangemoney
with some scruffy gentlemen in an alley
thatnight. The$100thatIkissedawaywas
worthitforthemirthitbroughttoeveryone
who heard the story, especially the local
constabulary.

The trip was scheduled for the next
morning, sowe spent the day wandering
around SanJose trying to find the kosher
bakery that our shabbat host had men-
tioned. We actually did find it, but only
after walking for miles, and already stuff-
ing ourselves with the snack of the street,
whichis green mangoslicessold ina little
bag with salt and lemon juice forabout a
buck. Sounds gross, but try it once and
you'rehooked. Tomake up for the finan-
cial excesses of theday, we gotaroomina
downtownhotel that Let'sGodescribed as

¢
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S)urping down some cold ones at the local cantina

“basic”. No kidding. My favorite touch
was thespace-conservingmoveofactually
placing thetoilet insidethe shower, sothat
no time was wasted in the morning. We
weretempted toburnthe Let' sGobook,but
weneeded it as evidence to prosecute the
company when we got home.

Inthe morning, the trip down the river
was worth every penny. We were bused
out(threehours)tothe RioPaquare, which
is smack in the middle of the rainforest,
pickingup otherpassengersalong theway.
Ineversawthemovie, butweweretoldthat
this river was the location for the rafting
scenein Congo,anditdefinitely looked the
part. Nothing but jungle all around, little
waterfalls coming off the cliffs, toucans
flyingoverhead, monkeysinthetrees,etc.
We stopped forlunchat a Robinson Cru-
soe-camp place that the company owned
onthesideoftheriver, wherethenon-Jews,
eating their roast beef sandwiches and
fresh omelettes, gazed longingly at our
Traditionsoups. Attheend of thetrip,you
can buy pictures of your boat going over
hugerapids, withall thepassengersscream-
ingindelight. Needlesstosay, weplunked
downour$15each,andstillhavefaiththat
the pictures will arrive soon.

"Next, we wanted to go to the Cloud
Forest NationalPark, right next totheNic-
araguan border, to see the famous sea-
turtleslay theireggs. However, itseemsto
be an unreliable event, in that we met a
woman who had been in Costa Rica for
threemonths waiting toseeithappen (must
havea lotta time on her hands), soinstead
we went across the country to.the black
sands of the Pacific side for more beach
time.

The big vacation spot on the Pacific is
Jaco,avery cutetownwhere peoplesurfall
day and go to el discotequeall night. Since
wecamebeforetheweekend, wemanaged
to get a couple of primo spots at the surf
hangout south of the border, Chuck’s
Roomsand Boards (getit?),rightnexttothe
only mexican fast-food jointin town, Jaco
Bell(howboutnow?). ChuckissortofKing
Slackerof Central America, presiding over
a group of guys who all left presumably
real lives in the US or Europe to surf ad
infinitum in tropical paradise. The planis

thattheyworkforafewhoursaday tomake

enough money to go wherever the waves
are breaking, and then come back when
they are broke. In fact, Chuck was not
present when we arrived, being flush
enough togo ona surfin’ safari to Nicara-
guafortheweek, buthis Ticowifeandpet
parrotwerethere,and verynice. Werented

somelumber (abigboard forthe uncoordi-
-nated) and aroomwith an Englishsoccer-
hoodlum, understandablybitteroverslic-.

ing thetendonsinhisankleafteroneday’s

waves.

Wesurfed forthemomingat thesome-
whatdingylocalbeach, withslightlymore
successfulresults,and thenrented bikesto
ridearound thebay,up themountains,and
down to the most pristine and beautiful
blackbeachintheworld. Eventhoughour
bikes broke, we got incredible sunburns,
andwehadnofood fortheday,agoodtime
was had by all. That night we took our
soups over to a nice restaurant in town,
wherewe watched partofa Lakersgamein
Spanish. Next morning was Friday, and
wecalledupourhostagainfor Shabbat,and
althoughhe was not going tobe home for
theweekend, heagain graciously agreedto
have us: It was just Daniel and I and the
servantsfortheday,and whatfunwehad
as Senors of the hacienda. El Senor Rabbi-
noatshulrecognized us,and weshmoozed
with the whole chevrah at seuda shlishit.

After Shabbat,wedecidedtotryandfind
thekosher falafel place and catcha movie
atanearbymall. Wewent tothis place that
looked like it was straight out of Beverly
Hills; big beautiful houses, Gucci and Tif-
fany stores, etc., and except for the mini-
manger scene in the lobby of the theater
(these things were everywhere), we felt
very muchat home. “Babe” (El Porquito
Valiente)wassoldout,andweneverfound
the restaurant, but we did manage to get
somereal QuakerGranolabarsinoneofthe
pseudo?-11"s. Thatnightwefoundayouth
hostelacrosstown,andmade friendswith
interestingpeople, liketheguy fromNorth

- Carolina who had just finished walking
.the Appalachian Trail alone for6é months.

Wealsosaw the TurtleGirl again, butwe
hid.

Our final event was a trip to another
volcano, Poas, one, whichisright outside
ofSan Jose,and actually the most popular
parkinthecountry.Onthebus,Isatnextto
Yoav,whojustgotoutofacommandounit
inIsraelandwasnowthebodyguard fora
big Senor in town. The volcano itself was
very different from Arenal; you canwalk -
up a concrete path rightto the craterand
lookin,and seethelittleboilingsulfurlake
in the middle. Right next door is the no-
doubt-world-famous Costa Rican Coffee
Museum,whichgaveout free samples to
all the caffeinejunkies in the area. They
had neverheardoficedteawhenlasked.

Onour last day, Daniel and I mean-
deredaroundthe citylooking forauthen-
tic gifts for our loved ones. We bought
some great llama products in the open
market, crammed themin thespacethat
our soupsonceoccupied, and flewhome,
To be honest, we are still reaping the
benefits of our trip with every subtly-

‘dropped mention of Costa Rica that we

canslideintoconversation. And myrash
barely itches. '
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Itisa widely held two-part political
truism which I neverreally lucidly pon-
dered until hearing Rep. Barney Frank
(D-Mass.; simultaneously one of the
most openly Jewish members of Con-
gress and the most openly gay) articu-
lateitso intelligently some months ago:
Jews are more liberal than their fellow
Americans, and this liberalism is de-
rived not from the residue of a persecu-
tion complex, but from traditional, reli-
gious Jewish “values.” When I asked
the honorable Mr. Frank how he could
proudly make such an assertionand in
the same speech decry the rise of the
Christian right which dares to allow its
public policy to beinformed by Chris-
tian religious values, he (to my mind, at
least) spewed forth some of that typi-
cally evasive and platitudinous politi-
calese which they must inculcate into
every Congressional newcomer at fresh-
manorientation.

Democratic-voting Jewishliberalism,
as manifested in the defining issues
(support for the welfarestate,overween-
ing concern for oppressed minorities,
freedom of speech, and a general per-
missiveness in sexual morality), is so
taken for granted in Washington as to
allow one of Clinton’s liaisons to the
American Jewish community, Jay Foot-
lick, to confidently inform a group of
Orthodox Union interns last summer
that (roughly reconstructed): “No mat-
ter what we (the Clinton campaign cad-
re) do, no matter how hard we fall on
our face as far as Israel is concerned,
we're still guaranteed at least 80% of
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OpINION

the Jewish vote come No- (g~
vember.” This despite the |y
fact that the President’s |
platformwasbynomeans |

/| ish liberalism stems from

ish values, we would ex-
:| pect that those closest to

particularly liberal.
Butthe truism, subject-

T | theJewish tradition, those
most intimately familiar

ed to scrutiny, reveals itself in both its
claims to be largely false; and here I
borrow liberally (well, ina sense) from
the ideas of Charles Liebman and
Steven Cohen. For were it true that
Jewish liberalism derives from tradi-
tional religious Jewish values, we
would expect that liberalism to most
prominently assert itself, if anywhere,
in issues of social justice, where it ap-
pearsat first glance to be buttressed by
the greatest weight of Biblical and Tal-
mudicevidence,and notin thoseareas,
such as homosexuality, where it ap-
pears to fly in the face of Leviticus. In
fact, a survey conducted by the Nation-
al Opinion Research Center revealed
the reverse inconsistency within Jew-
ish liberalism. When compared not
with other Americans in general, but
with other Americans of comparable
socio-economic levels, 26% more Jews
than non-Jews believe that gay sex is
not wrong, 24% more Jews approve of
abortions for any reason, and 21%more
approve of legalizing marijuana. How-
ever, when polled onissues of welfare,
of reducing economic disparities be-
tween classes, of government aid to
blacks and of freedom of expression,
Jews werenot atall significantly more
liberal than their neighbors.

More forcefully, wereit true that Jew-

with its texts, those most fully conver-
sant with the intricacies of its laws, to
be the most liberal, as we would expect
those most estranged from traditional
Judaism to be the least liberal. Rashei
yeshiva should, on this theory, be at the
vanguard of Birkenstock wearing,
ACLUsubscribing, flabbybrained left-
wing sentimentalists who use the word
"tolerance” ad nauseam, whileintermar-
ried Jews should generally be Newt-
loving, gun-toting cold hearted capi-
talists who spend free weekends cru-
sading for family values. Quite un-
imaginable.

Some will surely reply (in typically
Reform fashion) that we can extract
and universalize core Jewish values
without worrying too much over the
nitty-gritty of specific laws; thatwecan
speak of a “spirit” of Judaism which
emerges from, but ultimately tran-
scends, the minutiae of the mitzvot,and
whichthusacquires ex1stencemdepen-
dent of these mitzvot.

Thisargumenttoo, however, is deep-
ly spurious. First, itignores the factthat
theessence of halachais decidedly illib-
eralinits attemptto governtheprivate
conduct of every individual, that the
Torah severely condemns any sexual
laxity and calls homosexuality, for ex-
ample, an abomination, and that chazal

-| traditional religious Jew-

tend to be more ethnocentric than unre-
strainedly universalistic (seelast year’s
Silverman-Duker debate). Second,
when selecting an exegete of Jewish
tradition - a political posek, as it were -
who will determine what form a polit-
ical ethic independent of halacha will
take, I would rather choose a talmid
chacham who possesses a demonstrat-
ed mastery of halacha’s details than
choose a Barney Frank who is largely
ignorantofits pronouncements. Inoth-
er words, those Jewish liberals who
claimtoderivetheirideologyfromtra-
ditional Judaism, who presume tospeak
in the name of Jewish values, are more
often than not totally innocent of any
realknowledge of precisely the Jewish
tradition they pretend to interpret.
Third,evenassuming that weoverlook
the illiberal elements of our religion
and that weaccept a Frankist interpre-
tation of it, it still seems far from clear
that the value of tzedaka necessarily
entails a welfare system, or that the
valueoffreespeechnecessitatesa pro-
tection of pornography, or, for that
matter, thatthe valueofaccording equal
treatment to others necessarily implies
affirmativeaction.

Barney Frank taught me not only
that liberalism is a weak support for
any meaningful Jewish identity, but
alsothatthetheoretical translationand
practical implementation of religious
idealsinto public policy almost always
defies the simplistic thought of those
blinded by an agenda - be they on the
Christianright or the Jewish left.

The Politics of Bitachon:
National Security and Personal Faith

BY ARYEH TUCHMAN

Until recently I wasa firm believer in
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu. I was glad when he won, and I
rejoiced, soon after the elections, as he
swept through the U.S. in what I per-
ceived tobe an extraordinarily success-
ful visit. Netanyahu's tough-guy rhet-
oric refreshed me and gave me chizuk-
strength; it calmed the perpetual ner-
vousness I had feltduring the previous
government'’s term, when concession
followed concession and the number of
Jewish terror victims mounted steadily.

Now I am nervous again. I am ner-
vous because of the cooling of relations
between Israeland its Arab allies,such
as Jordan and Egypt, that has occured
under Netanyahu. I am nervous be-
cause of reports that Netanyahu’s sup-

port continues to wane even within his
ownparty. Iwonder how long Netan-
yahu can defy international and do-
mestic pressures to concede, and
whether his current balancing act is
anything more than abumbling scram-
bleacross animpossibletightrope. And
while therehave been no bus bombings
during his administration, Jews con-
tinuetodiein terrorist attacks and Pal-
estinian Athourity led gunfights.
Most of all, however, I am nervous
becausel now realize thatin the months
before the election and the weeks that
followed it, I placed moretrustinaman
than I did in G-d. Netanyahu would
stop the terrorists, he would improve
the economy, he would secureIsrael’s
future, and Peres wouldn’t; subcon-
sciously, many of usassumed thatG-d
had very little to do with it. Once Net-

anyahuwaselected, werelaxed because
we thought we had regained control of
our nation’s destiny; we forgot that G-
d’s plan will be carried out no matter
who holds the office.

This is one of the dangers of de-
mocracy:by empowering us, it sed uc-
es us into thinking that we alone set
the future’s course, that by electing
the right leader and by making our
views known to him we can decide
history and solve the world’s prob-
lems. ButKing Solomon said that “The
heart of aking,” or a Prime Minister,
or a President, “is in Hashem’s hands
— He turns it wherever He wishes”
(Mishley 21:1).

I am not suggesting that we cease
our political activism, that we give
up theillusion of power that democ-
racy grants us. Chazal tell us that we

may not trust in miracles; G-d de-
mands that weroll up oursleeves and
use the tools that He provides us with
totry toaccomplishour goals. Letus
write letters, then, attend rallies, and
votein elections; let each Jew use ev-
ery useful means to choose govern-
ments and to influence them to sym-
pathize with his views. But in poli-
tics, asin our personal lives, we must
remember amidst our physical efforts
that G-d alone will determine any
issue’s ultimate outcome.

Iamstillglad that Netanyahu won
the elections. Between his vision of
peace and Peres’s, I would still opt
for his. But I am no longer a firm
believerin Netanyahu; the events of
the past months havereminded me to
placemy faithalittlehigher upinthe
chain of command.
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YUFA: What Really Happened

TotheEditor:

In“Twenty Yearsof Memories” (21 Nov.
1996),either President Lamm or thereporter,
AriKahn, states that the YU faculty unionin
the1970s"tooktheirfightallthewayuptothe
[US]SupremeCourt.” Thatassertionis,toput
itmildly,incorrect.

Whenthefaculty unionfirstsoughtrecog-
nition from the administration, its leaders
wererepeatedly told thattheadministration
andthetrusteeswouldfight“allthewaytothe
SupremeCourt.” Thelatterkepttheirvows.

The National Labor Relations Board en-
teredthestorybycertifyingthe Yeshiva Uni-
versity Faculty Association in the wake of
formal hearings which established the need
fora union and in the wake of a NLRB-held
election which established the overwhelm-
ing desireof thefaculty (by alandslidevoteof
nearly twotoone)fora union. Atthispointa
sensitive administration would have sat

down, as did many others, and negotiated
withitsownaggresivefaculty.

Instead, the YU administration chose to
challenge the faculty union"and the law by
going to the USCourt of Appeals. Whenthe
ruling of that court went in favor of the
administration,theNLRB—afederalagency
actingnow,thankstotheY Uadministration,
onbehalfof uninoized faculties allacross the
nation—appealed tothe USSupreme Court.
Theconsequent5-4decisionbytheSupreme
Courtupholdingthe Appealscourtdecision
has made the phrase “Yeshiva Decision” or
even the name “Yeshiva" aterm of oppobri-
umin the academic world. ‘

The YU faculty, in short, had neither the
resources, nor the legal standing, nor the
desire to go anywhere near the Supreme
Court.

Dr.Manfred Weidhom
Guterman Professor of English
Former Co-founder & VicePresidentof YUFA

Butt Out

I Toéhe Editor:

Today,Iwatched a yeshiva-boy commit-
ting suicide...slowly. His friend helped by
offeringhimalight. Arecigaretteskosher? I
wonder. [ was alarmed to see yoting boys
smoking in Mea-Shearim and equally con-
cemed towitnessthetrend herein Toronto. I
know they’re smokingin places far beyond
mytravelrange.

Why am [ astounded by this? Let me
explain. Grapeproductsaresubjecttorestric-
tionbecause theywereonce (andstillmaybe)
used in avoda-zara (idol-worship or pagan-
ism). Tobaccowasandstillisusedinreligious
rites in some cultures aswell. So, why does
tobacco not have the same restrictions as
wine?

I"'msorrytosay, Iknow theanswer:Some

rebbes are hooked on the weed. They can’t
giveitup. And notonly that-their students
seethemsmoking,andasthesonggoes,”Un,
azderebbetanst, tanzenallehchassidim” -or,
if it's okay by the rebbeit’s okaybyme. My
caseis, of course,augmented by the fact that
the R'bono-Shel-Olam would not at all be
amused toseeus willfully harming ourbod-
iesbypullingtoxicsmokeintoourlungsand
thenexhaling it into the air to poison others.
I challenge any smoking rebbe to justify his
use of tobacco, especially in the presence of
youngimpressionable students.

Betterstill,linvitethe Rabbonimtodeclare
theuseoftobacco”traif’sowecangetonwith
our lives -in good health!

SarahHartt-Snowbell
Toronto, Canada

Monday Morning Quarterback

TotheEditor:

I'm writing this letter to voice my senti-
ments regarding the Editor-in-Chief’s mes-
sage that appeared in the last issue of The
Commentator. Mr. Muzinstated that no Stu-
dent Council or Yeshiva organization ar-
rangedanycommemorationormemorialfor
thelatelsraeliPrimeMinister, YitzhakRabin-
Mr.Muzinwantedtoknowwhy nothingwas
done. Thefact:aneventwasconsidered,but
duetotightscheduling,school-work,and the
Holiday Events Committee busy preparing
theChanuka Concert theeventnevercameto
fruition. '

Personally, Iagree withMr. Muzinand I
thinkaneventshouldhavecommemorated
thelatePrimeMinister’s yahrtzeit;however,
this is not the reasonI’m writing this letter-I

" want to know why Mr. Muzin didn't ap-
proachanyoneon theCouncilaboutwhether
the évent would be runorwhowasrunning
it,instead of complainingafterthefact? Each
week YCSC posts upcoming events in the
calendarinhopesthatstudentswilloptimize
upon the lectures and events provided by

YCSC aswellas other University organiza-
tions. Additionally, all Student Council
board membersarelisted in The Guide,and if
Mr.Muzinreallywantedsomethingdone, he
could have walked down the hall or picked
upthephone. Whileadmittedly, theprogram
nevermaterialized,if Mr.Muzinintended to
benefitthestudentbody-and feltherepresent-
ed the consensus of student opinion as Edi-
tor-in-Chief of their newspaper-Mr. Muzin
should'veaddressed theneedforamemorial
inanearliercolumninsteadof merelyplaying
Mondaymomingquarterback.
MyintentionisnottoberatetheEditorfor
taking acheapshotat YCSCanditsbranches.

Rather, it’stoencourageallstudentstotakea |-

proactivestanceintheirschool, participatein
itsevents,and feelfreeto offersuggestionsto
itsCouncil membersforimprovementsand
events they would like tosee themrunonor
offcampus,

Eric London
YC ‘98
Secretary, YCSC

How Badly Do You Want It?

TotheEditor:

Thejobastudent gets after graduation
dependsonthetalentand motivationofthe
student, the quality of the education the
school provides, the efforts of the Place-
mentOfficeand luck. Asyour editorialists
point out (Financial Woes, November 12,
1996, p. 2) until now the Placement Office
hasreceived mostofthecomplaintsabout
thedifficulty of gettingjobs in finance. Soit
isastepintherightdirectionthatthesame
articleblames the faculty as well. Sinceitis
unproductivetocomplainaboutluck, there
is only one area left to examine.

Inmyopinion, thePlacementOffice does
aspectacularjobalready,soany improve-
mentwill have tocome from efforts of fac-
ulty and students. The faculty canhelp by
tailoring coursestojobrequirements (with-
outgoingtothe extremeofvocational train-
ing), getting personal recognition that re-
flects favorably on theschool,encouraging
companies torecruitoncampusand work-
ing with students to polish their financial
and job-hunting skills.

Students have every right to demand
these thingsboththrough The Commentator
and in person. I encourage any finance
major whofeels unsupported by the facul-
ty to see me. But students should also be
aware that the faculty”s first goal will be
providingafirmfundamentalunderstand-
ing that broadens and deepens the mind,
job skills come second. '

Students can help by succeeding in fi-
nancial jobs and thus paving the way for
younger students. I feel | have therightto
demand of my students that they put in
enough effort that they will be a credit to
the school. Since finance jobs pay better
thanany other job category, financial jobs
areverycompetitive.

Any studentwhowants oneshould be
preparedtoworkhard forit. I promise that
anystudentwhoputsintheworkwillhave
the full support of the faculty.

But finance is a basic skill in business
and life. Not every finance major should

aspire to a job in finance any more than
every English major should be a writer.
And for many financial jobs, a degreein a
field such as Mathematics is valued as
much as a degree in finance.

Our top students get excellent financial
jobs,oftenthroughinterviewsarranged by
faculty members. Butthe traditional career
pathinfinance;whetheryougraduatefrom
Harvard, Yeshivaorgradeschool;isto get
some work experience in a related field,
then an MBA. There are few financial jobs
opento peoplerightoutof college; afterall
would you investina mutual fund run by
a2l-year-old recentgraduate? Even if they
did getan A-in Portfolio Management?

Thefew financialjobsavailablegototop
studentswith connectionsorperseveranceor
luck.Idonotbelievethatany undergraduate
school gets many recruiters fcr these jobs.

No one should be discouraged from
trying for thesejobs, they areattainable. But
nooneshould sitback and wait for oneto
beoffered tothem fromanon-campusinter-
view. Tell your friends, relatives, profes-
sors and the Placement Office that you
want one. Send off lots of resumes. De-
mand good coursesand workhardinthem.
Look for summer internships, unpaid if
youcanafford it. Getexperience and pub-
lications in the investment club invest-
ment challenge, the Exchange or other ac-
tivities.

The reward for all this work will be a
satisfying financial job. Ifenoughstudents
doit, thenin 10 years The Commentatorcan
run an editorial complaining about the
disruption caused by the mobs of invest-
mentbankrecruitershangingaround out-
sideBelferclassrooms.

Incidentally, I notice The Commentator
has threebusinesspositionsbutno finance
positions. Perhaps youcould doyourpart
andappointanassociateeditorforfinance.

Dr. AaronBrown
Professor of Finance
SSSB

Get With The Program

TotheEditor:

Picture four grown adults in a room,
running fromonepiece of machinerytothe
next,makingadjustments, correctinghook-
ups, jumping to fix connections, replace
fuses,and turning onand of flittle glo-ving
greenlights. Whatdoes thisremindyou of-
a futuristiclabgoneawry?TheBronx Zoo
for Humans, perhaps?

The way I see it, this could be a vivid
description of whoeverisin charge of the
YeshivaUniversityinternetserver. Iam
surethatlamnotalone in my complaint
that YU has by far the worst internet
server of any university, let alone any
university inthemuch heralded “top 50
in the nation group.”

How arewesupposedtokeep upinthe
age of communicationwhenwefeellucky
just toknow we connected to the server?

Who out there doesn’tknow the frustrat-
ingfeelingafter writingatwopage eE-mail
justtosee that onecruelword,disconnected
onthebottom of the page?

It seemns that the only winner of this
whole internet ordeal is NYNEX, who
chargesona percallbasis. Theadministra-
tion will tell youinglowing terms thatour
internet server charges are the lowest
around-whocanbeat25bucks for 4months
ofuse?Butour phonebillstelladifferentstory.
Its time for the administration to ipstall a
proper, Windows based server. Even if we
had to pay $10 a month it would be signifi-
cantly lower than any independent service
provider, and perhaps then students wont
havetocrosstheir fingerseverytimethey
try to hookup to YUI.

Jonathan Levy
YC ‘98
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Macs Off To 7-1 Start

By RoNn MARKOVITZ AND
STEVEN ZOMBEK

The '96-'97 Macs have jumped out to
a 7-1 record, threatening to rewrite the
record books of a best 8-1 start, and cur-
rently boast a five game winning streak.

The team has already had its share of
great highlights as well as low points,
butasCoach Johnny Halpert put it, what
makes this group of players so special is
“their willingness to come together, put
theiregosincheck,”and it’s resulted into
“preat physical and mental toughness.”

Some of the more astonishing statis-
tics that have contributed to the team’s
success have been:

Forevery 23field goals made, there
has been 16 assists, showing great team
play efficiency.

- TheMacsare out-rebounding their
opponents41-27 per game, arescoring9
points more, and areholding other teams
to a mere 35% from the field (28% from
downtown).

Stellar play from Joel Jacobson,
Alon Zaibert, Alex Shakhmurov, and
Yehuda Halpert - Joel is averaging a
double-double (16.8 points and 11 re-
bounds per game), Alonishavinganall-
aroundsolid year(13.1ppg,42% 3-point-
ers,86%fromtheline, 4 assistsand steals/
game), Alex has a huge presence inside
(10.1 ppg, 7 rpg), and Yehuda is setting
the pace of the offense well (6 assists per
game and 2nd in steals on the team).

Though it’s easy to point out those
who are the teamleaders in statistics, it
has been a team effort, not to mention
great play off the bench by Neil Bron-
stein, Brian Wein, Ira Landsman, and
Marc Nadritch. :

Assistant Coach Evan Goldstein, al-
readyrecognized by the Sterntennis team
as one of their many reasons for their
success, has received kudos for his moti-
vationalskills, tough practicedrills,and
heart-to-hearts he has with each players.
Coach Halpert has found Evantobe “ex-
cellent, outstanding, and very helpful.
He’sa greatassistantcoachand I'm sure
he’ll be a great head coach someday.”

GameSummaries

YU-82, Mass. Coll. Of Pharmacy-61

TheMacsa.k.a. Road Warriors started
their season up in Beantown on a high
note. Joel Jacobson scored 30 points on
12/15 and had 15 rebounds. Alon Zaib-
ert had 17, hit all of his three threes (try
saying that three times fast), and no-
looked his way to 7 assists. Neil Bron-
stein started his third year in style with
14 points.

YU-53, Emerson College-48

Zaibert and Shakhmurov get ‘props’
fortakingadvantage of thesmaller Emer-
son players. Alon had 18 points; on 6 for
9 shooting, hit 3 out of 4 three-pointers,
and had a whopping 8 steals. Alex ruled
the paint by pulling down 8 boards to go
along with his 13 pointsto help YU go 2-
0for the season and 2-0 in Boston. Yehu-
da Halpert was bittten in the leg by an
Emerson player in one of the strangest
scenes in college basketball history. We're
glad to announce that the rabies tests
proved negative.

NJIT-69, YU-54

After beating their first opponent by
100 points one year before they becomea
Division 1T team, NJITwas probably think-
ing they could beatanyone. It'salso been
awhilesince YU has beaten them. Jacob-

son had his second double-double, 18
points and 10 rebounds, Marc Nadritch

played phenomenally with 14 pointsand

4steals,and Alon continued hisgreatpass-
ing with 7 assists. The Macs look forward
toare-match on their home courton Feb. 3.

YU-67, CCNY-53

After their first loss of the season, the
Macs opened their 8-game home sched-
ule against CCNY. This gamemarked the
return of Brian Wein who hurt his wrist
on a blown dunk attempt during a pre-
seasonscrimmage. Led by Junior sensa-
tion Alon “Oak” Zaibert (14 points, 4
blocks), YU got off to an 8-Olead, holding
CCNY scoreless for the first 7 minutes
with a tight man-to-man defense. The
Macs would neverlook back, astheyled
for theentire40minutes. Aftersome poor
shot selection and sloppy ball handling,
CCNYtrailed 17-14.TheMacsthen found
their rhythmen route toa 29-20half-time
lead.

In the second half, the Macs came out
in their new look “Amoeba Defense.”
Patented after the Georgetown Hoyas,
this 1-2-2 trap created havoc for CCNY,
as they committed several turnovers. This
helped the Macs lead by as many as 28
pointsand propelled theMacs to3-1.The
highscorer for the game was Alex “ Shak”
Shakhmurov, who had 18 points, 10re-
bounds and 2swats. Wein finished with
15 in only minutes. Halpert also had 7
assists.

YU-58, Bard-36

The Macs beat a very weak Bard team
handily toimprove their record to 4-1.

Jacobson had his third double -dou-
ble with 13 points and 12 rebounds.
Nadritch had 12 points. and 6 boards,
and Wein cashed in with 9 points.

YU-59, Baruch-58

AtXavier High Schoolin Lower Man-
hattan, the team played a game for the
ages. They were down 8 points at half-
time toBaruch,and they looked sluggish
in the first half. Then the Macs defense
stepped it up tremendously. However,
the story was the way Alon Zaibert car-
ried theteam tovictory. Hehit five three-
pointers in a row to give the Macs the
lead. Healso hit 2 free-throwsina1-and-
1 situation-down by 1 at 22 seconds.
When Baruch missed their shot to win,
the bench emptied onto the floor sur-
rounding Zaibert. Coach Halpert referred
to theteam’s great characterand heartin
the post-game meeting as the team im-
proved to 5-1.

YU-67,SUNY Maritime-50

The Macs came back from a 2-point
deficit to romp their rivals SUNY Mari-
time by 17 to improve to 6-1. They held
DukeMcCabe, whoscored at will against
YU last year, to 2 points. Joel Jacobson
had his fourth double - double of the
season with 27 points and 16 rebounds.
Alon Zaibert had 14 points and 5 steals,
Nadritch had 9 points, and Halpertand
Wein both had 7 points.

YU-64, Polytechnic-58

TheMacswereupby 13athalf-timeand
expected to coast. Poly came all the way
back to cut it to 2 with under 3 minutes to
play. A key play after that was the lay-up
that Alex Shakhmurov hitafterabeautiful
pass from Joel Jacobson, who was driving
hard to thehoop. Joel finished with his fifth
double -double with 16 points and 12 re-
bounds, and Alon Zaibert had 13. Neil
Bronstein played a great game on both
sides of the court and finished with 10
points.
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ESPN To Cover Macs

BYRoON MARKOVITZ

Itappears thatthe Yeshiva University
Macs basketball team is creating more
than offense these days- just check out
the December 9th issue of The New York
Observer and keep your eyes out for New
York Newsday as they have expressed
interest in a piece as well. If interest in
these publications hasn’t caused you to
take that YU spirit out of the closet and
wearitwithpride, maybe fourletterswill
have you scrambling to find it; ESPN.

No double take needed, the #1 cable
sports network in the land is getting set
to hit the Heights to interview Macabee
coaches and players and capture some
film of the campus. They willrecord the
Macs’ late afternoon game Sunday, De-
cember 22, against St. Joseph's (Brook-
lyn) at 5:00 pm.

Thoughthegamewillnotbetelevisedin
itsentirety, orgettimeontheeverpopular

“SportsCenter,” it will be broadcast on
“College Basketball Today,” January 9.
Thisisnot the first time that the basket-

‘ball team will be on national TV. Last

year,CBSbroughtinacameracrew tothe
MaxStern AthleticCenter totapeastory
on a player on Baruch College, who the
Macswereplaying. The piece was aired
during half-time of another college bas-
ketball game.Twoyearsago, Vic Ziegel,
a sports editor for the New York Daily
News, covered the Macs game against
NJIT at Madison Square Garden which
concentrated on Coach Halpert’s coach-
ingstyle. TheMacs arecurrently 7-1and
areplayingtonightat Mt.St. Vincentat 8
P.M. It is an important game against a
rival who is undefeated. When ESPN
arrives here Sunday, YU hopes that it
willhave a packed house for the St. Jo-
seph’sgame, and thattheendresult will
besomepositivemediaattention which
thisyear’s team so richly deserves.
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