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Repairs, Renovations Disrupt 
Classes in Furst Jlall 

Professors Forced to Cancel Lectures 
BY Yoss1 LEw1s 

Over the past few weeks, Ye
shiva University's Facilities 
Management ha_s been putting 
the finishing touches on an up
grade of the campus computer 
and phone networks, a project 
which according to Dean Nor
manAdler, "willlead us into the 
educational technology of the 
twenty-first century." 

cancel classes. "It really was 
impossible to properly concen
trate on the lecture." 

Marrin cited the height of the 
disturbance to be one instance 
in which the workers were bang
ing a sledgehammer into the 
first-floor ceiling right below his 
desk chair. While Lee didn't 
mention such a disturbance, he 
did interrupt his class to inquire oe 
whether the work could be done � 
at a different time. 
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However, to professors like 
Dr. Albert Marrin, the construc
tion necessary to install the new 
telecommunications systems 
has come at the expense of more 
traditional methods of learning 
like the teacher lecturing and 
students listening. Both History 
professor Dr. Marrin and En
glish professor Dr. William Lee 
have complained that the noise 
creates an environment that is 
not conducive to academic en
richment. 

"There was drilling and ham
mering above and .below; it's 
impossible to conduct a class 
with that background ofnoise," 
said Marrin. "It's disturbing to 
both the students and the pro
fessor as it jars one's thoughts 
and forces one to raise one's 
voice." 

"Teaching is something that � 
should be done in a university 
and it's not good that this noise 
prevents us from doing just 
that," declared Lee. "On the oc
casion that there will be such 
disturbances, the faculty should 
be informed ahead of time." 

"The purpose of a university 
is to learn and it's difficult to 

· learn in this setting," affirmed 
Marrin. "There must be a way to 
schedule the work so that the 
worst noise doesn't i�pede in 
the midst of classes." · 

According to Assistant Direc
tor of Facilities Management 
Pedro Gonzalez, standard pro
cedure for coordinating con
struction with classes is to look 
at the course schedule and at
tempt to schedule the work dur
ing times when there are few 
classes. However, Gonzalez 
pointed outthatbecauseof union 
regulations,construction during 
the night is difficult to schedule, 
and therefore, on occasion, there 
are resulting disturbances to 
classes. 

YU Rabbi Speaks Out at 

Con/ ere nee on Feminism and 

Orthodoxy 

Indeed, the disturbance 
proved to be so distracting that 
Dr. Marrin was forced to cancel 
his classes on Friday, January 
24, and attempted to relocate his 
classes for the following week. 
The attempted relocation result
ed in the cancellation of his two 
large survey classes on Monday, 
January 27, as the registrar was 
unable to locate an empty room 
to accommodate classes of that 
size. 

"Tolli.Marrin'scredit, there 
was nothing else to do," said 
History major Joel Kruger in de
fense of Marrin's decision to 

Gonzalez mentioned that he 
did not know the particulars of 
the situation and referred such 
questions to Director of Facili
ties Management Jeffrey Socol. 
Socol, for his part, refused to 
provide any·details, declaring 
that he doesn't give interviews 

continued on page 12 ---
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BY BENJAMIN BALINT 

Itseemsthatanotherfronthas 
opened on the conflict between 
traditional Judaism and the val
ues of modernity,onethatisonce 
more testing the boundaries and 
allegiances of Orthodoxy. 

Last month's ruling of the 
Queens Vaad Harabonim 
against women's prayer groups, 
and the intense response it sub
sequently evoked; public com
ments made by various YU rab
bis, Rabbi Twersky prominent 
among them, regarding the is-

sueofwomeninJudaism; a sold 
out 92nd Street Y panel discus
sion on Jewish feminism; a front 
page article in the Metro Section 
of the New York Times last Sun
day on the subject, echoing ma
jor pieces in many Jewish news
papers; all these indicate that 
something is afoot in contempo
rary Judaism, somethingthathas 
managed to penetrate even the 
insular walls of Yeshiva Uni
versity. 

This trend of growing public 
awareness and debate of the is
sues which concern women in 

Judaism, climaxed this week 
with the International Confer
ence on Feminism and Ortho
doxy, the first of its type, held 
February 16 and 17, at Manhat
tan's Grand Hyatt Hotel. It was 
sponsored by AMIT, the Ortho
dox women's association; The 
Drisha Institute, a New York 
institute for women's Torah 
learning; EDAH, a modern Or
thodox think-tank; and the 
Women's Tefillah Network. A 
bustling, overcapacity crowd of 
approximately 1,000 partici-

continued on page 12 

Two Schools Nixed from 
Joint Israel Program 

Anti-YU Stance Deemed Unacceptable 
BY GIL BLOOM 

In a bold show of force to Ye
shivot in Israel who continue to 
inculcate their students with 
anti YU rhetoric, Yeshiva Uni
versity's S. Daniel Abraham 
Joint Israel Program has severed 

..., its relationship with both Yeshi
[ vas Beis Yisroel and Yeshivas 
::, ; Toras Moshe. 
� TheJointlsiaelProgramOIP), 

which allows students to attend 
various yeshivot in Israel and 
receive credit for their learning 
hasfastbecomethepathofchoice 

for students planing on matric
ulating to the University. 

The JIP plays an important 
role in the yeshivas it accredits, 
namely YU oversees collection 
of tutition for every yeshiva on 
its list. Additionally, affiliation 
with Yeshiva University has 
increased enrollment in many 
yeshivas on the JIP. 

According to Director of Un
dergraduate Admissions Micha
el Kranzler, the yeshivot were 
nixed because they recommend 
that their students not continue 
at Yeshiva University upon com-

pleting their studies. "That is 
their prerogative, of course," 
Kranzler said, "But then the stu
dent and the parent, before they 
go [to yeshiva in Israel] should 
be able to assume, at the least, 
that they are not going some
where that is anti-YU." 

While these Yeshivot do not 
flout YU publicly, Kranzler has 
received numerous complaints 
about the indoctrination that 
occurs at the schools. "By being 
on the Uoint Israel] Program, it is 
communicating to the prospec-

continued on page 12 
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What came fi�st, the facilities 
mi.. C!Ie:tn:tntttfUfut orilieeducabon? ��t 

Yeshiva University was not designed by the likes of Herod 
or Frank Lloyd Wright. The buildings on the undergraduate 
uptown main campus are old and are in need of constant 
attention and repair. Facilities Management's mission is to 
provide continual upkeep and perform the upgrades neces
sary for the entire campus, but not at the expense of any 
individual student's education, let alone the education of a 
classroom full of students. 

Over the past several weeks, Facilities Management has 
displayed a complete disregard and lack of concern towards 
the YU student's education. At any moment, a YC teacher's 
voice is being drowned out by the banging of sledghammers 
and the screechings of dr!lls. Classes h,ave suffered because of 
the excessive noise pollution. 

The disturbances have become so overwhelming that one 
professor, unable to teach over the ruckus, cancelled his class 
outright. To avoid any further noise disturbance, he attempt
ed to relocate his next class. Unable to find a suitable alterna
tive room with the aide of the Office of the Registrar, the 
professor was forced to cancel his next dass too. 

These activities can not continue.While any upkeep and 
upgrade is important, especially technological upgrades which 
will enhance the productivity YU, all maintenance and con
struction should, under no circumstance, conflict with sched
uled classes. If, for some bizzare reason, there is no other 
alternative, professors and students deserve the courtesy of 
being notified about the pending noise prior to repairs and be 
relocated to quiet classrooms. 
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 

JOSHUA M. FELDMAN 

I was interviewing for a job this past 
week, answering the typical myriad of 
questions asked of candidates for em
ployment, when the interviewer cut me 
off, and asked me why, of all the extra
curricular activities available at Yeshi
va, I had chosen to affiliate myself with 
The Commentator. I was slightly taken 
aback by his question, and after answer
ing him with the words that he wanted 
to hear, I began to think about what it 
really is that lured me to this assign
ment. 

I began my tenure with The Commen
tator as the Associate Technical Editor, 
bringing the newspaper transferring the 

· printed page to the internet in the form 
of a list of articles. I became a member of 
the Governing Board of the paper as the 
Layout Editor, and after a short stint as 
Managing Editor, moved into the Co
Editor-in-Chief position. I always 
thought that the role of the Editor was 
just to work with the Governing Board 
inbringingthenewsofYeshiva Univer
sitytotheundergraduatestudentbody. 

I was wrong. 
In my short time as Editor, my expe

rienceshave beenmuch broader. lhave 
learned that it is all about people; get
ting to know them, building relation
ships with them, and whether it be to 
clarify a point or challenge an opinion, 
questioning the information that they 
are giving me. 

The Torah tells us, "ki y' shakha bin
cha machar leimor ma zot," in reference 
to the Pesach haggada. Chazal teach us 
that the freedom thatwediscuss through 
the haggada on Pesach night, is the abil
ity to constantly ask questions and get 
answers; something that one cannot do 
while in slavery. 

The recent question posed to the Or
thodox rabbinate regarding the halach
ic and hashkafic role of women in reli
gious Judaism is a perfect example of 
just how important it is to constantly 
question, take positions, and re-ques
tion. From the Torah, toChazal, to such 
contemporary personalities like, the 
Rav, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein, and Rabbi 
Shlomo Zalman Aurbach, rabbinic per
sonalities have upheld the tradition of 
asking questions and giving answers. 
I t is this tremendous ability to question 
and think that has turned both our insti
tution and our religion into greatness. 

Throughout most of our academic 
lives, we are taught not just what to 
learn, but how to learn. Exams such as 
the SAT's, GMAT's, and GRE's mea
sure students' on not only on what they 
know,buthowtheycometoknowit. We 

are tested on theprocessoflearning,and 
not just knowledge. 

Sometimes, however, we forget how 
to think for ourselves. We are so used to 
sitting in yeshiva hearing what the rebbe 
has to say, whether it is on gemara, 
hashkafa, or even a current event, and 
not challenging it, that we seem to forget 
that we are only hearing one point of 
view; that we are only seeing one pixel 
ofamuchlargerimage. Often,wewalk 
around mimicking what the rebbe had 
to say, butnotmimickingtheprocess by 
which the rebbe came to say it. 

So, after thinking about it for some 
time,Ihaveananswerforthenext inter
viewer: 

Fortunately or unfortunately, de
pending on your outlook, The Commen
tator, as oneofits previous Editor's once 
put it, "serves as a public voice to com
mend, condemn, or debate the current 
pressing issues on campus and around 
the world." Overall, the paper repre
sents to its readership, sixteen pages of 
information, conversation, and of 
course, controversy. 

Through my involvement with The 
Commentator I have· learned how to 
work as a team player in any environ
ment. It has allowed me to truly experi
ence college; not in the specific knowl
edge that I have gained through classes, 
but for the outlook and values that I 
have, through constant questioning, 
beenabletoformulateformyselfandfor 
the paper. The Commentator has actual
ly granted me the ability to think for 
myself, and to understand other peo
ple's perspectives, be they rabbeim, 
teachers, deans, or fellow students. 

In the past two weeks walking 
around our small campus from class to 
class, I have heard many conversations 
about the recent uprise in Orthodox 
Jewish politics; the questioning of the 
woman's role in Judaism in the 1990' s. 
I'm not trying to use this forum to debate 
the issue. I am simply wondering 
whether some of the bochrim in our 
yeshiva have intellectually and logical
ly thought out their arguments, be they 
for or against, like our rabbeim have. 
The same type of conversations could 
be heard throughout our campus last 
year with the news of a fraternity pene
trating the walls of our yeshiva. 

I cannot conceive of what my college 
education wouldhavebeenlike,orwhat 
type of person I would be, if I had not 
picked up these analytical skills along 
the way. I hope, and implore my col
leagues to find an activity that will al
low them to do the same. 

We wa11t YOUR input! 

commie@yul.yu.edu 
OI< \I\..,, \11.-\1 \II \I: 

500 West 185th Street, New 

York, New York, 10033 

MESSAGE FROM THE 

Y CSC PRESIDENT 

JASON BUSKIN 

I would like to thank all the stu
dents who came to our last open 
YCSC meeting, your ideas and sug
gestions were very much appreciat
ed. In the next few weeks, we will be 
having another meeting, and I would 
like to encourage all students to drop 
in and give us their input. 

On February 3, YCSC greeted sev
eral hundred students, who came to 
cheer for the Macs as they played 
NJIT, by handing out free gifts (porn 
porns and foam #1 hands). Last Sun
day, the Ski Club held a successful 
trip, sponsored by YCSC, and an
other trip is on the way. 

Last Thursday, the Freshman 
Class ran a successful ice skating 
event at Rockefeller Center. Thanks 
to Josh Klein and Jason Yablon for 
their efforts in planning the evening. 
In the works from the other class 
councils are Shaloch Manot spon
sored by the Sophomore Class and 
in two weeks the Senior and Junior 
Classes are sponsoring a Shabba ton 
at Stern. Also, this Shabbat don't 

KOSHER-D 

miss the YCDS/WYUR sponsored 
Shabbaton at Stern. The weekend is 
complete with a Friday afternoon trip 
to the Museum of TV and Broadcast
ing and a Saturday night activity. 

Thank you to Daniel Berkowitz 
and Michael Sontag, the chairmen of 
the Food Services Committee, who 
have been hard at work the past few 
weeks addressing student com
plaints. Also, thanks to Michael Sus
sman and the Library Committee, 
who after meeting last week will 
begin addressing student ideas. 

Many more events and programs 
are in the works for the remainder of 
the semester, including plans for 
Yorn Hashoah and Yorn Ha'atzmaut. 
Plus, after the success of the trip to 
see Star Wars, look for info this week 
on tickets to see Empire Strikes Back 
this weekend. 

Lastly, in the coming weeks look 
for YCSC on the Web! 

Jason Buskin 
YCSC President '96 - '97 

GRANDMA'S 
COOKIE 
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YCSC Holds Semester 's 

First Open Meeting 
BYJACKALMO 

With an itemized agenda, full board 
support, and an authoritative tone, YCSC 
president Jason Buskin commenced the 
first Student Council general meeting of 
the new semester. A lively crowd of ap
proximately thirty students attended the 
open meeting in the Morgenstern Hall 
basement on Tuesday, February 4th to 
show their support and voice their con
cerns. 

Buskin began by commending Senior 
Class vice-president Rocky Schechter and 
his supporting staff for organizing a suc
cessful book exchange. Albeit mitigating 
the sales pull of the campus bookstore, the 
book exchange allowed for advantageous 
pricing for both buyers and sellers ofused 
books. Buskin asked that the records and 
organizational procedures used for the 
compilation of the massive three hun
dred book data base be entered into the 

YCSC files for future reference. 
The Super Bowl extravaganza was 

deemed to be a highly entertaining event. 
Buskin informed students in attendance 

that YCSC is currently negotiations with 
the Dean's office to cater a similar event 
for the upcoming NCAA final four cham
pionship. Buskin also recognized the 
Star Trek Club, and Andy Weiss in partic
ular, for organizing a trip back in time to 
view the original "Star Wars" movie. Over 
lOOpeopleattended the YCSC subsidized 
outing. Buskin called the Star Trek club 
"themostactiveclubof thefirstsemester." 

Students Ari Bandier, Joseph Glass, 
and Mark Posner proposed a Washing-

ton D.C. Shabbaton that gained the wide
spread support of the crowd present at 
the meeting. The proposed trip to the 
nation's capital is slated for sometime in 
March. Tentative plans call for students 
to meet with political leaders and to stay 
at a nearby campus sited uring the course 
of the Shabbaton. A trip to the United 
States Holocaust Museum is likely to be 
scheduled as a Sunday event. 

The second half of the YCSC meeting 
was a time for students to voice their 
concerns. Jeff Bander and Jason Yablon 
reported the results of a survey of stu
dents living in Muss Hall, assessing their 
desire for a big-screen TV. The majority of 
students would not approve the proposi
tion to purchase a new TV for Muss Hall 
due to "religious reasons." However, 
studentslivinginMussdidrequestafood 
service for their second-floor lounge. Bus
kin informed the Muss spokesmen that if 
volunteers would be willing to organize 
and operate the proposed Muss Mart, 
then YCSC would support their efforts. 

Other student concerns ranged from 
problems that exist in the Department of 
Food Services, such as the lack oflow-fat 
items in the cafeteria and the need for 
fresher and hotter meals, to the limited 
operational hours of the MSAC lounge 
located in Rubin Hall. The YCSC execu
tive board will meet with the YU Food 
Services management this week to voice 
student opinions. 

The YCSC representatives concluded 
the session, by reiterating that involve
ment from the student body is welcome 
and strongly encouraged. 

Academic Standards Committee 
: : · ., ' , . , •  

Reviewing Hebrew Requfl"�m�nts 
BY JOSH YtrrER (J$)maybet<X?E!l�rn,��.
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Yum Yum Shoppe 

Unexpectedly Closes . 
BY NATE WIENER 

After seven years of operation, Yum 
Yum Shoppe, the deli/ grocery on Am
sterdam Avenue between 184thand 185th 
streets, unexpectedly closed its doors. 
Irwin Raskin, Yum Yum's proprietor, 
attributed the abrupt closure to lack of 
funds for renewal of his lease. 

Yum Yum's opening in December of 
1990, came just one half year after imple
mentation of YU's mandatory meal plan 
and succeeded the previous deli/ gro
cery, Habodega. Though both the YU 
Food Service Department and Raskin 
vigorously denied allegations, rumors 
surrounding the closure centered around 
the effects of YU' s mandatory meal plan 
and its own Caf Store on Yum Yum's 
business. Sources at the Caf claimed that 
at one time they had even offered to place 
Yum Yum on the "Gold Card," an extinct 
version of the current cafeteria debit card 
that for an additional sum of money could 
be utilized at the nearby Time Out dairy 
restaurant. 

· According to Raskin, "This has noth
ing to do with YU.It'sbetweenmeandmy 
landlord. The landlord wanted an astro
nomical fee for the new lease, which I 
simply refused to pay ... . I amstillnegoti-

a ting with my landlord to lower the lease 

fee." 

Students Left Short Changed? 
With the Yum Yum Shoppe stocking a 

wide variety of snack foods, and located 
just across the street from YU residence 

halls,manystudentsopted tocreatepre
paid "tabs" with the store . These stu
dents claim that they have not been con
tacted by Raskin since the closure. Yossi 
Lewis, a YU student and his brother, an 
MT A student, both had prepaid accounts 
at Yum Yum which they can no longer 
access. "I entered the store a week before 
it closed and commented on how empty 
it looked. The response given by the 
employees was not to worry. Then the 
next week the store closes and my brother 
and I are out about $85." 

Several other students reported simi
lar stories, one student in particular was 
reported to have to have opened an ac-
count in excess of $300. The Commentator 
has also learned that Raskin owes a rath-
er large sum of money to the "Chof K," 
which provides kosher certification for 
YumYum. 

Raskin did not comment on these alle
gations and still maintains that he "hopes 
to reopen Yum Yum sometime soon." .. , j 

Mazc1I 10v  to ' I  
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Sy Syms Shabbaton 
Yields Success 

BY ELLIOT LOWENSTEIN 

In an event designed to create a sense 
of unity among Sy Syms School of Busi
ness' student body, the School's student 
council held what turned out to · be a 
wildly successful shabbaton attended by 
an estimated 200 people. The shabbaton 
was held on the Stern campus and fea
tured MYP Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Meir 
Goldwicht as its guest lecturer. 

Organizers of the event, which took 
place over the weekend of January 31, 
were pleased with the outcome. Bennett 
Schachter, President of the Sy Syms stu
dent body at the Main Campus, pointed 
out that "in terms of sheer numbers, the 
shabbaton was a tremendous achieve
ment. Never has there been a joint YU
Stern shabbaton that was so well attend
ed." 

The success_ of the shabbaton was at
tributed, in large measure, to the ever 
popular Rabbi Goldwicht. As one stu-

dent stated, "Rabbi Goldwicht's pres
ence was an impetus for many students 
to attend the shabbaton." President of 
the SySyms student body atthe Midtown 
Campus, Michelle Stein, noted that Rav 
Goldwicht was "articulate as well as 
eloquent. He was the key to the entire 
shabbaton." One attendee, Yoel Feiler, 
concurred,feeling that"RavGoldwicht's � 
lectures gave weight to the Torah � 
U'madda philosophy at Yeshiva Univer- � 
sity." � 

Many wish to turn the success of the 
shabbaton into the beginning of some
thing positive. Schachter pointed out 
that" often guy's aren't enthusiastic about 
going downtown for a Shabbaton, but in 
retrospect, all who attended had a great 
time. We should see this success as an 
example for future shabbatonim. This 
should be seen as an opportunity to con
tinue to feature such Rabbeim as Rav 
Goldwicht at the Shabbatons so that it 
will benefit the student body." 

• ¾ 

YC student Joseph Zelefsky, one of five musicians who performed at the Arts Festival. 

YC Holds First Ever 

Arts Festival 
BY COMMENTATOR STAFF 

'97 Brody Lecture Features 
MIT's Professor Krugman 

YU was treated to a dose of campus
wide culture during the first annual Ye
shiva College Arts Festival. Under the 
auspices of Yeshiva College Dean Nor
man Adler and Director of the Arts Festi
val and YC senior, Heshy Willig, the 
festival combined performing and visual 
arts into a three night extravaganza for 
over SO YU and Stern students each 
evening. 

years, a bookie and a friend with a "  fail
safe" gambling strategy. Thevibrantchar
acters of each actor overshadowed any 
script caused impediments. 

Wednesdayevening, artwasbrought 
alive through the performance of five YU 
musicians, playing pieces by Mozart, 
Gershwin and Bach for a full house. The 
performances were both powerful and 
yet tempered by sincere emotions. BY MICHAEL SAMUELS 

Dr. Paul Krugman, an internationally 
renowned professor of Economics at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
was the featured speaker at the Dr.Alex
ander Brody Lecture held on February S. 

Reflecting on Dr. Brody, Vice President 
for Academic Affairs, Dr. William 
Schwartz, said that having taught at YU 
for thirty-four years, Professor Brody was 
thefirstmajorinnovatorattheUniversity. 
"[He] was a one man band, having had 
degrees in law, economics, and history, 
that could have taught the whole curric
ulum at YU". 

Dr. Krugman is the latest world-class 
economist to speak at the annual event, 
and follows such notables as Ors. Robert 
Solow and Robert Fogul, recipients of the 
1987 and 1993 Nobel Prizes, respectively, 
Dr.JosephStiglitz,chairmanof the Coun
cil ofEconomic Advisers to the President, 
and at least three other Nobel laureates, 
all of whose work continues to push the 
outer limits in a field held dear to Dr. 
Alexander Brody. 

Acclaimed for his work in internation
al trade and finance, one of the founders 
of the "new trade theory," as well as the 
author or editor of 16 books and 100 arti
cles, Dr. Krugman was awarded the 
American Economic Association's 1991 
JohnBatesClarkMedal, a prizegivenbi
·annually to "that economist under 40 
who is said to have made a significant 
contribution to economic knowledge." 

In his speech, Dr. Krugman addressed 
the topic of globalization and its role in 
theworld'seconomicproblems. Initially, 
he explained that the world is ruled by 
conventional wisdom as the good ideas 
usually surface and the bad ideas fall. He 
,.reminded the students and faculty mem-

Je-ers in attendance that sometimes con
ventional wisdomissostrongthatpeople 
often" see the world through special glass
es," implying that while people point to 
the new global economy as the source for 

economic disasters,itis only because they 
are looking for the global economy's im
pact, neglecting other factors that may 
have caused it. In fact, according to Dr. 
Krugman, those world leaders who at
tribute their countries' problems, such as 
low wages, to the global economy have 
begun to use it as "a catch phrase, mean
ing everything that has gone wrong." 

To illustrate his point, Dr. Krugman 
cited an article in a November 'Weekend 
Review Section' of the New York Times, 
entitled "Global Markets Battle Politics." 
The article claimed that governments have 
lost the power to affect the economy. The 
article mentioned France, who has had a 
horrific problem with unemployment due 
not to its own governments inefficiency, 
but rather German as well as greater po
litical restraints created by the European 
Union and its quest for a common curren
cy. 

In addition, Krugman cited a relatively 
recent article in Newsweek, entitled "Hit 
Men," depicting the CEO's of various 
companiesthathavelaidoff a largenum
ber of workers. Among the companies ·· 
mentioned wei:ecigarettemanufacturers, 
airlines, and telecommunications provid
ers. According to Krugman, the problems 
that each business faced must have been 
initiated by domestic,rather than foreign 
issues. To further his point, Dr. Krugman, 
smiling, reminded his audience that the 
last time that he checked, there were no 
Korean phonecompaniescallinghimand 
offering to be his phonecarrier,no French 
cigarettes competing with the domestic 
brands, and no foreign flight carriers com
peting for domestic air routes. Similarly, 
Dr. Krugman reminded the students and 
faculty members that global competition 
was not a factor in the stock crash of1987 
and was purely attributed to domestic 
causes. 

In closing, Dr. Krugman urged his at
tentiveaudiencetoalwaysremember that 
while global impacts are a "real story," 
they' re not the "central story." 

On Monday night, aspiring poets from 
YU and Stern showed up to verbally ex
hibittheirwork. Innermostthoughtswere 
expressed, from the raunchy to personal, 
deep seeded emotions. The poets spoke 
from their hearts, fearing neither reprisal 
nor attack, in the safe environment pro
vided by the festival. Commenting on the 
poetry reading, DeanNormanAdler stat
ed that, "To sit there I was amazed. All 
the politics .. .it all went away when I 
watched these young Jewish poets grap
pling with life, trying to transmute it to a 
Jewish vision." 

Tuesday night, the crowd laughed, 
smiled, and cried to the dramatic reading 
of Aharon Rabinowitz's play, " All Bets 
Are Off." The play is about two roomates 
who both become entangled in a some
what bizzare string of events involving a 
brother who has been absent for seven 
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Displayed during the art fair, each 
evening, were canvases, collages and 
sculptures belonging to several of YU's 
very own artists. Most paintings cen
tered around still-life themes and inter
spersed between those were several ab
stract pieces. One student displayed a 
short illustrated epic poem, called Odys
seus Schwartz. Braving the wilds of YU 
bureaucracy, Odeyssesus finally suc
ceeds in registering as a full-time student. 

Dean Adler hailed the event as a grand 
success. As for the future, Adler stated 
that, "I think the next thing we're going 
to do is a form a dead poet 's society, 
named after the movie. We will read a 
greek tragedy, possibly Antigone, with 
Professor Louis Feldman . . .  What I even
tually want to produce is a group that is 
known as, not only the most in tellectual 
and religious, but people who have a 
great deal to say aesthetichally to Amer
ican Culture." 
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RIETS Rosh Ha Yeshiva Interprets & 
Edits 12th Century Bible Commentary 

BY MosHEl<INDERLEHRER 

After centuries of obscurity, the com
mentary of Rabbenu Meyuchas ben Elijah 
on the Book of Vayikra (Leviticus) is now 
accessibletothepublicduetotheeffortsof 
RIETS Rosh HaYeshiva, Rabbi Michael 
Katz. 

Therecentlypublishedcommentaryrep
resents six years of work for Rabbi Katz, 
who rescued themanuscriptof the ancient 
commentary thirty years ago from the He- � 
brew and Samaritan section of the British � 

),., 

Museum, whereithadbeengatheringdust. 0 
The manuscript he discovered was a 15th l 
century-handwritten copy of Rabbenu 
Meyuchas's work on the Torah (Pen
tateuch). 

The 700-year old commentary differs 
significantly from other commentaries in 
its treatment of the Biblical text and the oral 
or Rabbinic tradition as one unit. Unlike 
the commentators who preceded him, he 
combineseachposuk(verse) withHalacha, 
noting all the Halachot which pertain to 
thethemeoftheposuk(verse). 

Of special interest to scholars, Rabbi 
Katz notes that RabbiMeyuchas sought to 
protect the Oral Law tradition from attacks 
by the Karaites, a Jewish sect which cate
gorically rejected the Rabbinic tradition 
sectofJudaism. TheJewishcommunityat 
the time of Rabbi Meyuchas was deeply 
divided by the conflict between the adher
ents of the Rabbinic tradition and the Karait
es. Rabbi Katz suggests that theentirecom
mentary is possibly a refutation of the 
Karaite views, as its main approach is to 
demonstrate the derivation of Rabbinic law 
from the text of the Torah. Jewish religious 
life during the Byzantine period was also 
under ideological siege from Christian mis
sionaries and crusaders, who bitterly at
tacked the authority of the Rabbinic tradi
tion because it rejected the Christian view 
thattheadventofthetheirsaviorhadbeen 
foretold in the Bible. 

"The significance of this achievement," 
noted University President Dr. Norman 
Lamm, 11 lies not only in makin the chef 
d'oeuvre of this thirteenthcenturygiantavail
ab1etoscholarsof Bibleand Talmud, but also 
in the goal of Rabbein Meyuchas in his anti
karritic polemic, to demonstrate the funde
mental unity of the Bible and Talmud." 

Rabbi Kat?.:earlieredited thedeeplyre-

RIETS Rosh Yeshiva Rabbi Michael Katz 

spected commentary of Rabbi Meyuchas 
on the Book of Devarim (Deuteronomy) 
which was published by Mossad Harav 
Kook in 1968. Born in Grodno, Poland and 
the son of the renowned scholar Rabbi 
Reuven Katz, who became Chief Rabbi of 
Peta ch Tikva in Israel, Rabbi Katz obtained 
his S'rnicha from the Rabbis Avram 
Yitzchak Kook and YitzchaklsaacHerzog, 
then Chief Rabbisoflsrael; Rabbi Avigdor 
Amiel, the Chief Rabbi of Tel Aviv; and 
Rabbi Isser ZalmanMeltzer of Eitz Chaim 
Yeshiva in Jerusalem. He also earned a 
teacher's license in Tanakh (Bible) and 
Jewish philosophy at Hebrew University. 

In 1940; then YU president Dr. Bernard 
Revel recruited him to teach Talmud and 
attend college here. After earning his BA 
from Yeshiva College in 1945hewasnamed 
to the RIETS faculty and three years later 
became the first Rosh HaYeshiva to be 
appointed to the Bible faculty at YC. In 
1963, he received his doctorate from the 
YU's Bernard Revel GraduateSchool, writ
ing his dissertation on the commentary of 
Rabbenu Meyuchas. 

Rabbi Katz was awarded the Distin
guished Rabbinic Alumnus Award in 1995 
forhisS0yearsofdevotiontoYUasaRIETS 
Rosh Ha-Yeshiva. Now in his 51st year of 
teaching and one of the most highly be
loved an4 respected Roshei Ha yeshiva of 
RIETS, Rabbi Katz continues to give his 
dailyChulinshiurin theS'michaprogram. 

The commentary has been published by 
Ktav Publishing House and is available at 
the ongoing SOY Seforim Sale. 

ATTENTION ALL JUNIORS 

AND SENIORS: 

If you plan on graduating in 

January or May 1998 

Please make an appointment to 
see an academic adyisor for your 

senior check 

February 1 9, 1 99 7 
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Yente, start looking for a new profession! 
Traditional Style Shadchanus no match for the PC 

BYCHANAN HOSCHANDER 
AND ARI GRUEN 

Over the past few years, the world 
wide web and online services have grown 
far beyond expectation. As access to the 
net becomes as commonplace as televi
sion, it is no surprise that its varying 
potential is constantly being pushed to 
new envelopes. Divrei Torah, shiurim, 
and entire virtual Batei Midrash are now 
available online. Every Jewish organiza
tion, from the Orthodox Union to your 
local Young Israel, is now on the web. 

You knew it was only a matter of 
time .. . . .  Yes, an alternative to the Thurs
day night scene at Stern College's 
Brookdale Hall has finally arrived on
line. Actually, many alternatives have 
arisen. In the past year, several services 
geared to meeting the needs of young 
Jewish singles have appeared online. 

By far, the most commonly known of 
these services is America Online's Jew
ish Community (keyword "jewish11

) 

where one can find links to various Jew
ish interests including culture and news, 
as well as a multifaceted singles area 
whichfeaturestwolivechatroomsanda 
Matchmaker service. The chat rooms 
provide a relaxed atmosphere in which 
singles can meet while the Matchmaker 
service allows members, for a $25 fee, to 
place an ad and a picture which can then 
be browsed by other members. 

Another service calls itself the Jewish 
Singles Connection (www.zdepth.com/ 
jsc). The service offers links to Jewish 
singles groups, college organizations, 
personals and homepages, as well as 
links to Israel, the Jewish Community, 
and Jewish and Israeli media. Access to 
this site and all of its links is completely 
free;onecaneven postanadfornocharge. 
According to the site, the Jewish Singles 
Connection is an attempt to connect Jew
ish Singles across the world in an effort 
to recreate the connection between Jews 
that once existed as a result of physical 
boundaries that defined ethnic groups. 

The message on the site states that there 
is "an opportunity to utilize the new 
communica tions paradigm . . .  the 
Internet...We hope that our new para
digm and our use of the latest technology 
and your interaction with it will bring 
personal rewards both for you and indi
rectly for the Jewish people." 

Other services available to internet 
users at no cost include the Jewish Sin
gles Mailing List, JSML, 
(www.tcg.inc.com/jds/1985/jsml/}, 
and the Jewish Matchmaker System 
(www.yenta.email.net). JSML is, as its 
name implies, a mailing list of Jewish 
Singles while the Jewish Matchmaker 
System is a complex service that claims 
to," cater to Jewish singles. 11 This service 
is only three months old and includes 
personal mailboxes, live chat, extensive 
user profiles, and powerful search en
gines. 

If you still haven't found your perfect 
cybergirl, a new startup in the field of 
online Jewish dating called Links Online 
(www.jlinks.com) is ready to offer the 
goods. Theservicedescribesitself as "the 
mostpopularplacetomeetyoung,obser
vant, Jewish singles without having to be 
set up! Neither a shiduch service nor a 
board for posting personal ads, Links 
Online is simply a modern place to meet 
and find people like you. 11 $10 a month 
buys the user the startup software and 
unlimited time on the service which in
cludes access to a virtual town with chat 
rooms and forums in which to discuss 
matters relevant to Jewish life. 

Links Online' s main feature is its Pro
file and Search questionnaire. Members 
of the service complete an extremely de
tailed Profile ( describing oneselO and 
identical Search (describing the charac
teristics one is seeking in a mate). Kuty 
Shalev, a '94 graduate of YU and systems 
operator of Links Online, designed the 
questionnaire to reflect the concerns of 
today's observant Jewish singles. The 
questionnaire is divided into several sec
tions including a physical appearance 

section in which height, weight, and even 
body type choices-everything from 'tee
ny' to 'very big' -are included. Other ques
tions center around education in which, 
one must detail his/her years of Jewish 
study in Israel. A future goals section in 
which areas such as one's desire to make 
Aliyah are also covered. 

The most detailed section of the profile 
and search is the observance section in 
which one must respond to questions 
dealing with topics including but not 
limited to Torah study - the possible re
sponses are no, occasionally, or regular
ly; Shomer Negiah - yes, yes initially, it 
depends, orno; Kashru t -Gla tt, less than 
Glatt, etc.; mixed dancing; mixed swim
ming; and the absolutely essential "Do 
you wear a hat on Shabbos" question. 

Shalev explained the need for such an 
exhaustive profile: "If all you're looking 
to do is chat and you don't care about the 
values and the religiousity of people you 
meet, then AOL is the place for you." 
Indeed, one 29 year old woman from Los 
Angeles who uses the Jewish chat rooms 
on AOL did complain that she was dis
appointed because she became involved 
in a relationship which could not work 
out because the man did not meet her 
religious standards. 

Every night Links' computers scan the 
stored profiles for prospective matches 
and then contact the matching members. 
Matches are provided with a brief self
introductory message written by one's 
potential significant other. One's picture 
can be provided as well - for a small 
additional fee, of course. 

The popularity of these services varies 
widely. TheJewishMatchmakerSystem 
site boasts of having recently reached the 
1,000-user mark. As of Feb. 17, Agmon
et' s Lovelinks (www.lovelink.co.il) 
claimed that its page had been accessed 
26,297 times, while Jewish Quality Sin
gles (www.jqs.com) received 131,868hits 
in the monthofNovember alone. 

Links Online, can boast of only ap
proximately one hundred members due 

to its relatively recent startup- the service 
has been operational for under three 
months. In an effortto boost membership 
and thereby increase its potential pool of 
matches, Links is offering free service to 
all undergraduates for the foreseeable 
future. 

Jewish singles seem to be attracted to 
these services for various reasons. 
Stephanie, who has an ad on AOL's 
Matchmaker, says that she chose this 
method of dating because she is kind of 
shy and does not like meeting people in 
the more conventional ways. Addition
ally, she states that by meeting and speak
ing online you are able to, "know the 
people before you really meet them." 

Melissa, age 24, from Long Island, is 
currently dating someone she met in a 
singles room. She describes her experi
ence in such a room as, "odd, strange, 
entertaining, addicting, social, a contest, 
and a mind game." She continued by 
saying that, "you never know who you are 
going to meet and what they are or who 
they are.And yougetyouremotionsworked 
up .. andpowyouaredisappointedinthem 
or they are disappointed in you." 

All the online services seem to have 
one very glaring technical difficulty: there 
is no way to verify the honesty and sincer
ity of the different users. Links Online 
does offer the following encouragement 
for its members-"Please be accurate and 
honest; after all we use the Internet only 
for its technology, while our morals come 
from the Torah. 11 

Though much caution is obviously 
warranted when meeting people online 
or via online services, the potential for 
success does exist. Both AOL's Match
maker and the Jewish Singles Connec
tion claim that eight marriages have been 
reported to their respective services by 
their users, and both services believe that 
there are other couples who are too busy 
with wedding preparations to report their 
successes. Like it or not, Jewish online 
dating services have arrived and are tak
ing the internet by storm. 
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Yeshiva College Student Council 

Feb 19 

Feb 20 

Feb 24 

Feb 25 

Mar 1 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
YCSC Working for You! 

Physics Club presents 
Columbia University professor to speak on volunteer work 
10:30PM Star Trek Club Movie Night@Schottenstein 3rd. floor 

7:30 PM 
8:15 PM 

8:00 PM 
8:00 PM 

Macs Volleyball vs. Mt. St. Vincent@ MSAC 
Torah U'madda Speech 

Dorm Talks Featuring Rabbi Lamm 
Macs vs. Pratt Institute @MSAC 

Torah U 'Madda Lecture 

Shabbatonat Stern: 
Sponsored by the Junior and Senior Class Student Councils 

Mar 8 Shabbaton at Stern: 
Sponsored by the Sophomore Class 

Mar 17 7:00 PM Pre-Law Speaker: @ Rubin Shul 
Federal Judge Michael McKenzie 
Topic: 'The Relationship between Media and Law' 

Reminder: The YC Peer Tutoring Program is fully operational for Spring 1997 
Course Contacts: 

Chemistry Ofer Melamed 927-5287 
Computer Science Jack Cate 201-567-1561 
Hebrew Ben Ahdut 927-5287 
Math Yoni Bak 781-4222 
Music Ari Paley 568-5860 

Orgo 
Physics 
Poli Sci 
Russian 
Spanish 

Nadav Schwartz 927-7603 
Ofer Melamed 927-5287 
Shmuel Bodenheimer 740-250i 
Michael I<otlov 928-6088 
Elias Zakay 740-5780 

All Other Classes, contact Eric London 740-2507 
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Sternlicht Resigns After 

35 Years of Service 
BY YOSSI LEWIS 

Dr. Manny Sternlicht, chair of YU's 
psychology department will hand in his 
resignatioi;i at the semester's end. Stern
licht, serving his thirty-first year as a full
time professor, asserted that allegations 
premising his departure upon pressure 
from the administration are erroneous. 
"There was no pressure placed on me to 
leave," said Sternlicht. "The reason I've 
decided to move on is that I am unhappy 
with the current administration." 

Sternlicht's "unhappiness" stems from
his claims that the Dean's Office manip
ulated statistics from thestudentevalua-
tions making him one of five professors � 
who were refused a pay raise this semes- : 
ter. According to Sternlicht, the profes- J 
sorsare not privy to the actual evaluation 
forms, but they may view the data. Upon 
his request, data for three of the four class
es he taught were shown to him, but dota, 
"for one of my classes from the fall semes
ter as well as for the last four or five years 
miraculously vanished." 

Based upon the data from the three 
classes from last semester Sternlicht be
lieves he was unfairly placed in the third 
tier and therefore received no raise. "They 
misused the statistics ... and placed me in 
the third tier when I am in fact in the 
second tier. This is ostensibly the reason 
why I didn't get a raise and it makes no 
sense . . .  and may be a way of nudging me 
out." By the administration's own stan
dards, Stemlichtposited, they would have 
to withhold raises from one-third of the 
faculty. 

Sternlicht also noted that albeit a rela
tively positive relationship, an incident 
that occurred several years ago at Stern 
College may have soured him in the eyes 
of the administration. As a method of 
preventing plagiarism, Sternlicht makes 
it a policy to requestthat his students turn 
in ad uplicate copy of any paper that they 
would like returned with comments. 

"President Lamm's daughter was in 
one of my classes and she wanted her 
paper back although she had only given 
me one copy," recalled Stemlicht. "I re
fused, but Karen Bacon (Dean of Stem 
College)putallkindsofpressureonmeso 
I figured it wasn't worth it and gave it 
back." Sternlichtstated that from thereon, 
the deans looked at him" a little different-
1 y" and that this incident was the spark 
that began a rift with the administration, 
partially causing his "present situation." 

Because of these incidents and others, 
"I figured that rather than fight and get all 
tense, I'matan agewhereldon'tneed the 
aggravation," said Stemlicht. "I decided 
that it's time to leave and let a young 
person take my place." 

Dean Norman Adler did not confirm 
or deny that withholding a raise was the 
administration's way of pushing Sternli
cht into retirement. Adler only confirmed 
Stemlicht's imminent departure. 

Student reaction to Stemlicht's deci
sion was'mixed. Many students current
ly enrolled in his course refused to com
ment fearing reprisal based on his repu
tation to "play favorites." 

Mendy Jesselson, IBC/YC '98, feels 
that not only is Sternlicht a boring and 
obscurelecturer,butthatheisrelentlessly 
unyielding to the needs of the students. 
Jesselson related an incident last semes-

Dr. Manny Srernlicht 

ter in which he was unable to complete 
his paper on time as his wife fainted and 
was hospitalized the day before the paper 
was due. 

"He said 'a deadline is a deadline'," 
recalledJesselson, a pre-med/ psycholo
gy major. "When I asked him if it would 
be different if I were in the hospital, he 
said maybe. I think that this is an incred
ibly insensitive reaction." 

Even the students with more positive 
opinions of Sternlicht expressed an 
awareness of his poor reputation. "I don't 
understand a lot of the things people say 
about him," expressed psychology major 
Aharon Rabinowitz, IBC/YC '97. "I 
worked hard when I took him, learned a 
lot, and got a good grade. He teaches the 
material well, asks provocative questions, 
and makes you think. He taught me to 
clarify what I say and what I mean." 

Psychology major Ross Rothenberg, 
SBMP /YC '98, stated that Sternlicht's 
challenge to students has held up 
throughout his student career and that 
any criticism of him is unjust. 

"Peoplesaythathismaterialisoutdat
ed. He always tells them to look it up and 
prove him wrong," said Rothenberg. "In 
all of the psychology courses I've taken, 
I've always reflected back to my notebook 
from his introductory courses. Dr. Stem
licht is better prepared than any other 
teacher I've had and still he always has 
the time to talk tome on a one-to-one basis 
after class." 

During his career at YU, Sternlicht au
thored twelve books in the fields of devel
opmental disabilities and special educa
tion, nine book chapters, three-hundred 
journal publications, one-hundred book 
reviews and served as consulting editor of 
the major journal of mental retardation. 

Sternlichtplans to take the next year off 
and consider expanding his clinical prac
tice in Staten Island, where he resides. 
"The only thing I'll really miss is the 
student body of YU," reflected Stemlicht. 
"I've found over the years that the level of 
intellect here is far superior to any other 
students I've taught." 

Sternlicht is currently one of two full
timeprofessorsofpsychology. Dr.Michael 
Palij, the other full-time professor, is ru
mored to be leaving YU as well. The 
departure of both these professors will 
throw the psychology department into an 
unprecedented state of transition. 
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VISIT ANSHE CHESED ON THE WEB! WWW.ANSHECHESED-LINDENNJ.ORG 

CAN'T AFFORD A HOME? 
OUTGROWING YOUR APARTMENT? 

WE WANT YOU TO JOIN 
OUR ·coMMUNITY! 

f INANCIAL INCENTIVE AVAILABLE 
FOR PURCHASE OF A HOME* 

Situated in the beautiful Sunnyside section of Linden, NJ, 
Congregation Anshe Chesed is looking for young Modem 
Orthodox families interested in purchasing a home. Our community 
offers: 

- Easy commute to Manhattan and Brooklyn 
- Eruv 
- Quiet neighborhood 
- Moderately priced houses 
- Beautiful shul building including gym and pool 
- Near kosher restaurants, mikveh and day schools 

COME SPEND A SHABBOS, AND EXPERIENCE 
THE WARMTH OF ANSHE CHESED FIRST•HAND. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
PLEASE CONTACT: 

REUVEN SPOLTER, AT 90&486-861 6  

•linanciul assistance uvailnblc to n limited number of applicants 
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Things to do in New York, 
When You 're Dead 

THEATER REVIEW 
BY DANIEL ANZISKA 

Scott Elliot's bold, original and ulti
mately flawed staging of the Chekhov 
classic, Three Sisters, should have been 
far better. Beautifully staged and well 
lit, this attractive production is greatly 
assisted by a plethora of star power as 
actors such as, Amy Irving, Jeanne Trip
plehorn, Lili Taylor, Eric Stoltz and Bil
ly Crudup who lend their collective 
hands to the production. However, 
despite their acclaimed acting chops, 
they are hurt by incongruent staging 
and, for the most part, are emotionally 
distant in their performances. Elliot's 
production fails to consistently pull the 
viewer into Chekhov's narcissistic uni
verse, choosing instead to stage "cli
mactic" monologies, where expression 
and feeling should have sufficed. When 
I left the Roundabout Theater (afternear
ly three and a half hours), this play 
failed to move me, and that, is a testa
ment to my disappointment. 

Mr. Elliot, an acclaimed Broadway 
director, whoisalsocurrentlysignedat 
Universal, should not be only faulted 
forhisvalianteffort. Workingwithlittle 
time and a constrained budget, Elliot 
has succeeded at staging an imagina
tive version of the Chekhov classic. He 
has drawn out fine performances from 
Amy Irving (as the oldest sister, Olga), 
David Stratharin ( as the soldier, Vershi
nin) and especially, the explosively 
dynamic Colista Flockhart (Natayla 
lvanovna). By integrating an esteemed, 
though poorly rehearsed cast, Elliot 
banks on the appeal and star power to 
carry through a difficult mission. He 
only partially succeeds. 

Three Sisters is about the pervasive
ness of isolation and how it decimates 
the esteem and the potential of people. 
In order to convey this atmosphere of 
desperation, it is essential for Elliot to 
play to the ironic panorama of missed 
opportunities and emotional barren
ness. Instead of creating this environ
ment through the actors relationships 
with one another, Elliot chooses to stage 
lengthymonologies by often,mannered 
acting that is as subtle as a jackhammer 
through the skull. Thepointoftheater, 
as well as film, is to move the audience 
through the creation of a "real" emo
tional atmosphere. In his staging, Elliot 
forces his characters down our throat, 
not allowing the actors ( with few excep
tions ) to creep into their personas and 
"act." Mistimed soliloquies and awk-

ward chemistry, probably due to lack of 
practice, further inhibit the production. 

However, despite these problems, 
Elliot's Three Sisters is, at times, quite 
exhilarating. Whenever Ms. Flockhart's 
Natasha enters the stage, she l iterally 
blows the rest of the cast into the first 
row. A self-satisfied hedonist, Flock
hart's Natalya is a perfect characteriza
tion of a Chekhov character - she is all 
verve and bite. She is stunning and 
completely conscious of her seductive 
affect on others, as personified by her 
sly, glowing smile when a table of men 
stand in her acknowledgement. Ms. 
Flockhart, best known for her support
ing role in last year's The Birdcage, is a 
real find as well as the integral central 
character in this production. 

The highly touted cast, led by the 
"Three Sisters" themselves, film stars 
Jeanne Tripplehom]Lili Taylor and Amy 
Irving, have the difficult task of brood
ing, as Chekhov's "heroes" tend to do, 
formostoftheplay. Of thethree,Irving's 
Olga makes out best, especially in the 
opening scenes as the proud head of her 
household. Irving's portrayal of Olga's 
descent from mistress to has been is 
believable. Tripplehom, a gorgeous bru
nette who, is usually reduced on cellu
loid to portraying dull, helpless love 
interests to stars such as Tom Cruise 
and Kevin Costner, tends to have a pouty, 
impervious sneer on her face. Taylor, 
who has recently been upstaged as the 
"Indie Queen" by Parker Posey, is far 
too desperate in a negative, if not annoy
ing way. Taylor also is completely over
whelmed by Tripplehorn and Irving in 
their scenes together. 

Elliot's staging of Three Sisters is 
beautiful tolookat,hassomefineperfor
mancesandattemptstodealwitha tough 
Chekhov play in an original manner. 
His attempts to bring a sense of emotion
al devastation to many of the scenes 
should be commended even though, 
melodrama and over-dramatization too 
often set in where tragedy would have 
sufficed. Instead of making his charac
ters' gestures and words into explosive, 
scene-chewing "events," Elliot should 
have more carefully integrated the ac
tors into a cohesive unit. Too often, 
despite being on the very same stage, it 
appears that the actors were in thou
sands of miles apart. But, then again,· 
albeit unintentionally, Elliot has cap
tured _Chekhov's fractured atomistic 
universe. As.E.M. Forster once wrote, 
"Only connect." 

YU Establishes Educational Services Program 
to Help Develop Curricula in Jewish Schools 

BY MICHAEL GEWIRTZ 

Realizing that it can contribute to Jew
ish day school education and recogniz
ing its responsibility to the Jewish com
munity, Yeshiva University recently es
tablished the Educational Services Pro
gram (ESP) in an effort to improve the 
educational programs ofJewish elemen
tary and high schools in the United States 
and Canada. 

Dr. Moshe Sokol ow, associate profes
sor of Bible and Jewish education at YU, 
has been named theed ucational director 
of this new department established un
der the jurisdiction of the Rabbi Isaac 
Elchanan Theological Seminary (RIETS). 
Although he is now on leave from his 
teaching duties in order to work full time 
in his new role, Dr. Sokolow has been a 
member of the YU faculty since 1972. He 
has taughtprimarilyatStern for the past 
ten years, lecturing in Tanaclz and Jewish 
education. Additionally, Dr. Sokolow 
has extensive experience in curricular 
development and in-service training. 

An independent network of day 
schools and high schools known as the 
International Council of Dati Tzioni 
schools (Dati) will be joining Yeshiva 
University's ESP. These Dati Schools, 
according to Dr. Sokolow, "have gotten 

together over the course of the past year, 
and have enjoyed a variety of adminis
trative,organizational and financial ser
vices. "  This "joint venture," as Dr. 
Sokol ow calls it, will be called Torati and 
will provide interested schools with as
sistance in curriculum development and 
in-service training programs for their 
teachers. 

Cooperating with ESP and Dati are 
two other educational organizations: the 
Torah Education Department of the Joint 
Authority for Jewish Zionist Education 
and the Educators Council of America 
(ECA). 

This notable new program is similar to 
an association between Yeshiva Uni ver
sity and the Torah Education Depart
ment, initiated ten years ago, called the 
Torah Education Network. Dr. Sokol ow, 
however, observed that this new pro
gram, Torati, will have "a more ambi
tious and broader scope." 

Included among the many curricular 
projects that Dr. Sokolow is developing, 
are programs involving religious Zion
ism and the yahrtzeit of Rabbi Joseph B. 
Soloveithchik. Toward this end, ESP aims 
to "provide schools with educational 
materials and speakers in order to h.ave 
suitable resources for these valuable ac
tivities." 

Are you feeling the anxiety that all 
guys feel when they're getting 

engaged? 

You want to impress her and the in-laws with a beautiful 
diamond but hove a limited budget. 

Relax. You're not alone, guys aren't supposed to know 
about this stuff. 

A few helpful hints 

1 -Find a reputable person who you can trust. 
2-Spend wisely. It's tricky because no two diamonds are 
alike. Two diamonds of the same size may vary widely in 
price. 

This is one of life 's most special moments and you want to 
do it right. 

Call me for more information on how to buy a diamond 
you'll be proud of. 

David Levy - G.I.A. Diamond Graduate 
Diamond Dealers Club member 
Major fine qiamond & jewelry manufacturer 

ADASCO DESIGNS INC. 

Tel. 21 2-81 9-0288 

E-mail - Diamonds99@aol.com 
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Record Number of Students 
Attend YUNMUN VII 
31 High Schools And 460 Student 

Delegates Attend . 
BY AoAMMosEs ful YUNMUN to date. It was a tremen-

dous experience for both the delegates 
The seventh Yeshiva University Na- and the staff." Most student delegates 

tional Model United Nations graced the appeared to echo this sentiment with one � 
Seasons Resort in Vernon Valley,NJ from remarking that "YUNMUN is easily the : 
February 9-11. Over 460 student dele- most enjoyable extra-curricular activity l 
gates,from31 yeshivahighschools,span- of the year." 
ning the United States and Canada, par- The festivities commenced with mid
ticipated in the largest model United day arrival and registration on Sunday 
Nations of its kind. at the Seasons Resort and Conference 

The event, while heavily subsidized Center. This was YUNMUN's first'year 
by the Office of Admissions and nomi- holdingits conferenceattheSeasonsRe
nally under its jurisdiction, in reality sort. While most seemed pleased with 
relieµ almost exclusively on Yeshiva the caliber of the public facilities and 
University undergraduates for its orga- conference rooms, some found the decor 
nization and execution. Some 60 YU of the guest rooms to be reminiscent ofa 
students comprised the secretariat and 70's polyester nightmare. The stellar 
corps of committee chairmen, assistants, quality of the catered food compensated 
and rapporteurs. Theirvoluntaryefforts for any misgivings over the retro guest 
were integral to the success of the event. rooms. 

Each high school sent a delegation, After dinner and Maariv, the opening 
representingoneormorecountriesonan ceremonies were held with an impas
array of committees, patterned after the sioned address by Rabbi Benjamin Blech, 
structure of the United Nations. In the YU instructor of Talmud, who encour
same vein, committee sessions were con- aged delegates to seek truth and strive for 
ducted with regulations that closely ap- a "world free of strife." The Secretary
proximated those used in the United General also spoke, setting the stage for 
Nations. Seminal issues debated as part the opening of committee sessions. The 
oftheconferenceagendarangedfromthe first committee sessions primarily ad
status of women to international securi- dressed procedural matters and served 
ty. to whet delegate appetites for the sub-

. YUNMUN Secretary-General and · stantive debates that ensued the subse
SCW senior Joelle Tollinsky called the quentday. 
function "the largest and most success- Monday, witnessed marathon com-

mittee sessions throughout the day punc
tuated only by prayers, shiurim, and 
meals. Delegatesexhibited their tenacity 
and perseverance in heated debates that 
lasted many hours and yielded insight
fulresolutions. The competitive tension 
of the proceedings was tangible as dele
gates competed for their respective com
mittee gavels-given to the top delegate in 
each committee- and consistently deliv
ered effective and eloquent speeches. By 
the conclusion of committee sessions at 
11:00pm on Monday night, theresults of 
the competition were largely decided. 

After Shachari t and breakfast on Tues
day morning, delegates either had their 
final committee sessions or participated 
in the General Assembly Plenary. Final 
resolutions were adopted in committee 
sessions and others ratified in General 
Assembly votes. The fatigue incurred at 
the hands of the grueling schedule was 
eclipsed by the anxiety and excitement of 
the Awards Ceremony. 

February 1 997 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 

9 10  1 1  1 2  1 3  

1 :30 PM 
9:30 AM until 

12:30 PM 6:30 PM 
until until 

9:00 PM 6:30 PM until 11 :00 PM 

11 :00 PM 

16  1 7  18 19  20 

1 :30 PM 1 :30 PM 
9:30 AM until 6:30 PM 

until until 12:30 PM until 
9:00 PM 9:00 PM 6:30 PM until 11 :00 PM 

President's Day 1 1 :00 PM 
23 

Belfer Hall - Room 502 
1 :30 PM 

2495 Amsterdam Ave until 
9:00 PM Phone & Fax: (212) 960-5387 

Mitch Taragin, Chairman 

Chairmenoftheapproximatelyfifteen 
committees, announced individual win
ners from their respective committees in 
the areas of best delegate, honorable 
mention, and verbal commendation. The 
mounting suspense over victorious high 
school delegations was soon answered 
with Ramaz garnering a first-place fin
ish, with the most delegates awarded, 
Central turning in a feisty and unantici
pated second-place effort, and former 
champions MT A, maintaining their dig
nity with a solid third-placeperformance. 

As delegates packed their bags to make 
the trek back to their respective cities, 
they appeared to have thoroughly en
joyed themselves. Under-Secretary Gen
eral and YC senior Josh Fine said, "YUN
MUN VII was a tremendous success be
cause it fulfilled its major goals: provid
ing its participants with an intellectual 
challenge, an opportunity to meet other 
students from across the country, and 
just plain fun." 

ALE 

Friday Saturday 
1 4  1 5  

21 22 

No one will be allowed to enter the Seforim Sale within 30 minutes prior to closing time (except mornings) 

Limited Parking Available In Yeshiva University Lots. Absolutely NO Parking in Front of Building 
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International Symposium Draws 
Women From Around The World 

continued from page one 
pants over two days included women 
from all over the world - Israel, Sydney, 
Johannesburg, London, and Amsterdam. 

Blu Greenberg, chairwoman of the 
conference, deliberately soft-spoken, 
opened the conference by painting a ty
pological description of the Orthodox 
feminist as a woman full of confidence 
that "halacha has the capacity to incor
porate women's needs," and one who, 
since ''her life is defined by halacha," 
performs "no antinomian acts." To an 
enthusiastic ovation, she called for 
halachic innovation, and declared that 
"where there is a rabbinic will, there is a 
halachic way." Concluding with a long 
litany of rhetorical questions, Ms. Green
berg, like the event itself, was ultimately 
more successful in raising significant and 
challenging questions than in suggest
ing specific answers or concrete propos
als. The agenda did not seem to lend itself 
to the free flow of clashing ideas, but 
neither did the conference as a whole 
articulate or espouse a coherent position, 
only an amorphous consteJlation of sim
ilarly inclined views. 

In a session entitled "The Agunah: 
J' Accuse," three activists who work on 
behalf of the plight of agimot (women 
whose recalcitrant husbands refuse to 
grantthemaget,ordivorcedocument), in 
tag - team style, told story after story in 
which women were subject to get-related 
extortions, and stridently cited "corrup
tion in the beit-din system," as only exac
erbating the problem. I twas, in the words 
of one speaker, a list of "halachic believe
it-or-nots," which, coupled with the dra
matic and tragic personal testimonies of 
twoagunot, provoked many heads in the 
audience to shake in sympathetic disbe
lief. 

Over an elegant lunch, at the conclu
sion of which the men in the audience 
were asked to leave in order to allow the 
women to recite birkat ha' mazon (blessing 
after meals) with a zimun (quorum), Dr. 
NoamZoharspokeof"Talmudicdisem
powerments and disenfranchisements" 
of women, and proceeded to describe 
traditional halachic marriage as "a cere
mony of obtaining control," and tzniut 
(modesty) as "restriction." 

Rabbi Reuven Kimelman, in one of an 
array of workshops, delivered an enter
taining and fast-paced lecture on t'1e 

subject of kol isl,a (woman's voice). Re
garding the rabbi's conclusion that the 
prohibition of kol isha is limited to cir
cumstances of reciting the she ma prayer, 
one YC student (the only one in atten
dance at the conference) remarked that 
Kimelman demonstrated "selective quo
ta ti on of unrepresentative sources, and 
biased disregard for responsible halach
ic methodology, completely obscuring the 
complexity of the issues at hand." 

In perhaps the most substantive high
light of the conference, Rabbi A vi Weiss, 
assistant professor of Judaic Studies at 
Stern College, delivered a forceful and 
carefully constructed thirty-five minute 
speech, under the title of "Halachic Win
dows of Opportunity." Clearly uncom
fortable with some of the conference's 
angry tone of rhetoric, Rabbi Weiss 
warned against directing unproductive 
acrimony towards the rabbinate, and said 
that "denigrating k'vod ha'rabanut is un
acceptable." He also sounded a caution
ary note against those for whom gender 
is the cornerstone of identity: "One's re
lationship to God is at the core of one's 
existence. Gender is a significant ele
ment in defining who we are, but it is not 
the foundation ofone' s being." 

He reproached the liberal "left" for 
being "superficial and unbalanced," and 
the conservative "right" for "confusing 
public policy with halacha." Invoking 
authorities from Rabbi Joseph B. So
loveitchik (he waved around a photo
graph of the Rav giving the inaugural 
Talmud class at Stern) and the Hafetz 
Haim to Rabbi Nachman of Bratslav and 
ShlomoCarlebach, Rabbi Weiss applaud
ed participants in women's prayer 
groups as "seeking to instill greater reli
gious meaning in their lives," and de
clared that "maleand femaleareofequal 
Godly potential; of equal spiritual striv
ing." 

Former religion correspondent for the 
New York Times and Yeshiva College 
alumnus Ari Goldman, told this reporter 
that "this conference is the result of YU' s 
work," even if YU at present feels too 
uncomfortabletoco-sponsoritorbeovert
ly involved. Ininstitutingadvanced wom
en's Torah education decades ago in the 
form of Stern College for Women, Gold
man said, YU was "visionary," and "pi
oneering." 

See what Columbia ha s  to offer this year! 
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Socol Eschews 

Responsibility Again 
continued from page one 

and that he doesn't need to answer ques
tions. 

"I find it offensive that someone work
ing at a university shows such disregard 
for general student welfare," said one 
particular student activist who preferred 
to remain anonymous. "We have enough 
problems dealing with unavoidable 
noise. We don't need someone creating 
more and shrugging it off." 

In contrast to Socol, Dean Adler shed 
some light on the situation as he pointed 
out that this is the first time that the 

college has undertaken anything of this 
scale. Adlernoted, that there is generally 
a good relationship between plant man
agement and the faculty and that although 
therearesomebumpsalongtheway, ulti- . 
mately the college will be better for it. 

"We've done more here in five months 
than in two and a half years at my previ
ous job," proclaimed Adler. "It's a shame 
that there has to be inconvenience to the 
students and the faculty but hopefully 
we'll be finished quickly and we'll have 
a fantastic campus network" 

Purim Contest: 
The Commentator is accepting 

submissions for this year 's Purim 
Issue. Articles should be 

humorous and ideally relevant to 
Yeshiva University. Satirical Ads 
or cartoons are also acceptable. 

The best submissions will be 
awarded $50.00 Each. 

Please send your work to 
commie@yul.y·u.edu or to 

Josh Feldman, Morg 203 or 
IArnon Storfer, 475 Wl86th St #SJ 
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Yeshiva Unive rsity 
•. lll1t,;,:lf 1i1,1111n of Students 

. _;.,: , · .. 

E?.ear'Stuc.ients, 

Ci>n. beh�lf of/tme Offit:'� ofthe r>eanofStudents, we would like to weko1ne our returning 
'
1
n<:t 'n�w .stu��nts .(�r lhe Sprmg· 1997 semester . 
. 

_ , ' ·: . . · . .  ·· . . :--: : · : • . _--_-- . . . . . . . ·
. • . ,_ 

Mjµstinirtp,;¢g,,_�g� life q1n beJ?otl, exciting and challenging. The staff of the Office of 
Student Servi¢es\is: coriuniUed to• helping you · through these challenging times. Whether 
ybti l"equite �$sistancethrough the cbm.plex�ties of registration and academic life; guidance 
or advice .�egatdihg career opport•\Ulities, graduate and professional schools; or develop
ment of job s�atch techniques/ TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXPERTISE. If you are in 
need o.fcounseHng or even a reassuring hand, we encourage you to meet with our caring 
sta(fto discuss your needs and concerns. 
DO NOT WArT UNTIL YOU FEEL FRUSTRATED AND OVERWHELMED. We encourage 
you to take full advantage of these services so that your college years can be most produc-
tive and rewarding. 
As the sen,ester begins, we wish you continued success. 

. 8.atzlac1rtth Ral>,balt, 

. .  ij�btil El�h1ija�;�dl,er 
. ··((3eneral ·Guidance) 
M 1 1 0  

. RabbfYosef:Blau 
(General Guidance) 
FH 41 9 

Or. Steran Bosworlh 
(Pre-Health · Advisement) 
FH 41 9  
fl•b!l ·•·.Josh,u:a•· .. Cheifetz 

· (Dormltory·c()ncerns/ 
· ,P�rsoi,al G_uidarJce) ' ··· 
'M0 104 ' · • · · . 

···.•• t:d�b,i' Yalj�:'.··\• · hiFine· 
• >ticict�niiiJi� 'tt . • r ,  · .. : : : ,  pi,rsoQilt<Giit · .  tj6ef .· 

· .. · . .  s· : ; ,:fif4j:g · : � :o:ft '-- ·;> .·.· 

.. }]JJ�,�jf�-'�N 
. .. ··. · .·.:u,. ,Mlcha'el<Hicht 

l,�s§e!ij•�:E)�'"· vc . , . . .  · · . · ' ... ·,• (pre,+lav.,1 Academic Advisenient) 
, •FH t04 

. . . 

pavld Himber 
. Assodale Dean of Students . 
F1-1 427 � •c212> 960·5480 

'!Dr. A�fllY:: lforowitz · 
iAss'lstant•Dean, .YC 
i(Acad�mic Guidance) 
/FH 103 . 
!Prof. Ira Jaskoll 
!Associate Dean, SSSB 
l(Career Services Director) 
fBH 421 

iMs. �aoml Kapp 
!(Career Services) 
iBH 42� . i . - · . .  l. , '  ' · · .. : 

. /RalJ,, .. - -E,Ut'--Jm,,,entgsbera 
i(Gen�ral • Guidance) 

.. . .r=;�,_,,#i��.�( . 
.· .· 1<<aen�r,1· �I.Jid�ne�) 

iM 110 : · · · .·· .. 

·· I M,��:;ij�,,,_!''"�·� 
: {Care�r Placement) 
IBH 419 
· . 

. 
l 

::!�?l�1 .· 
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In the wake of the helicopter crash which took the lives of seventy-three Israeli soldiers, we offer out condolences 
to all of the families in mourning. What follows is a translation of a piece printed in Friday 's Yediot Acharonot ( and 

reprinted here with permission) written by Amram Mitzna, the mayor of Haifa and former OC Central Command. I feel 

that it captures the pain and emptiness that we are all experiencing in light of the tragedy: 
I thought that my two hands had al- Israel, just as in mine, people sat and wait- Assaf Cheifetz; the Chief of Police and other father in this country during those 

ready encountered all possible pain and ed for that comforting sound of the tele- an old friend of mine, appeared on the tense moments-worried. I divorced with 
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have caressed orphans. These same two they would hear the fateful . . . 1]'$$� . . /\ basictrainingto�ether. �a Thetelephonerang. "lt'sme," saidRaz 
hands were now trembling. These two knock on the door from the . . , . , · , , , <. >> ' •  .. >-+ : ,\ · ,;/ . choked up voice he m- in a trembling voice. "Look out for your-
hands that have pulled the trigger of a Katzin Ha' ir. C dL· li 'Af.:i,Jif /5 ;£( formed us that there were self," I told him as I passed the receiver on to 

tank's gw1 turret. These two hands that . Oureyesweregluedtothe · · · · many fatalities. I was feel- hismother. Myhandswerestilltrembling. 
have evacuated the injured from gun-rid- television. Theimagesweredrearyindeed. ingdrynessinmythroat. Amiram Levine, In seventy-three Israeli homes, thetele
dled battlefields. These same two hands Wewentovertotheradio. With one ear, we OC Northern Command and also an old phone never rang. In seventy-three Israeli 
were now trembling. listened to the voice of newscaster Karinela friend of mine, told usina broken voice that homes, the only sound that was heard was 

My hands were trembling as I waited Menashe, and with our other ear, we lis- therewereaboo.tseventydead. Mindbog- that of the fateful knock on the door. The 
anxiouslyforthephonecallfrommyyoung- tened for the ring of the telephone. "When gling! knock thatonceheard,changedeverything. 
est son who is serving as an officer in the is he going to call already?!" The time I was reminded of an article lonceread The son, the father, the brother, will never 
Paratroopers Brigade. I wasn't the only passed and the waiting seemed to last entitled: "Parents-WaitinglnFear". How pass through that door again. "He was 
one. In thousands of homes all across longer than eternity. true today. I was scared. I was just as every taken in the helicopter tragedy." 

Biblical Prophecy and .Israeli Events 
BY RABBI YosEF BLAU 

After thetragichelicopteraccidentwhere 
seventy-three Israeli soldiers lost their lives, 
synagogueswerebuzzingwiththediscovery 
thatwheninterpreted properly,averseinthe 
previous week's haftora had predicted the 
crash. Thisisthemostrecentmanifestationof 
a pattern of discovering Biblical verses which 
areseenasdescribingkeyeventsoccurringin 
Israel. OnesuchverseforetoldPrimeMinister 
Rabin's assassination by someone named 
Amir, and another Binyamin Netanyahu 
defeatingbothShimonPeresandYosef(Yosi) 
Bellin or Sarid. Articles in the Anglo-Jewish 
pressandseriousjoumals,refertothesevers
es noticing the remarkable coincidences. 

Sincetheseversesareinvariablyproduced 
after the fact,andarenotused for predictions, 
the process might be dismissed as cute but 
irrelevant. Isuspectthattheyreflectashiftin 
thenatureof ourreligiousresponsetoevents 
and part of the mentality that sees happen
ings in modem Israel as the unfolding of the 

messianic era. If the crash of two helicopters 
overMoshavShaarYashuv was foreseen by 
the prophet Yeshayahu, then instead of a 
problemofhowajustG-dcouldhaveallowed 
thetragedytohappen, wehaveanotherindi-

w ,. 

cationthatweliveinanerawhereprophecies 
are being fulfilled. 

The Jewish people have been on an 
emotional rollercoaster since we became 
awareoftheenormityof thedevastationin 
theHolocaust. Israel'semergencesoonaf
ter,followedbythestunningvictoryof the 
Six Day War and the return to Israel of 
Russian and Ethiopian Jewry, has been 
balanced by increased assimilation and 
thelossofmillionsofJewstointermarriage. 
SmallerJewishcommunitiesaredisappear
ing all over the world while we witness a 
massive return from the exile of two thou
sand years. Unable to find a rational expla
nation for all that is occurring, many have 
turned to messianic speculation. Events 
are thereby explained in terms of their be
ing fulfillment of prophetic visions or nec
essary components of the unfolding of the 
messianic process. Dealing with the com
plexities and inconsistencies of actual 

events is no longer necessary. For some in 
Lubavitch, the death of the Rebbi does not 
affect their dream of his being the Messiah; 
it.creates a new doctrine of a resurrected 
messiah instead. For some leaders of Gush 

Emunim in Israel, the agreement by Israeli 
governments to return territory to Palestinian 

Arabsisa temporarybetrayalthatcannotlast. 
Netanyahu will be no more successful than 
Rabin and Peres in delaying the completion 
oftheemergingredemption 

MostoftheJewswhorepeattheseBibli
cal interpretations arenotconsciouslymes
sianic. They are relieved, however, not 
having to face the difficulties in trying to 

cometotennswith unexplained tragedies. 
Avoiding dealing with questions that 
should lead to self analysis and accepting 
that we do not know or understand the 
divine scheme of history, is an unhealthy 
denial. Judaism never denies reality nor 
the mystery of life, it has given us a way of 
coping with reality. The laws of mourning 
acceptthefullnessofthelossandestablish 
a procedure that helps us tocopewithit. We 
donottellamoumernottomoumbecause 
the departed has gone to a better world, 
even though we believe it so. A play on a 
verse in Yeshayahu adds nothing to our 
response to the tragedy but can serve to 

distract us from facing it. 
1his move away from rationalism also 

reflects the growing influence of a vague 

Chassidizationas yeshivotno longer stress 
intellectual achievement. Torah study has 
become an act of religious piety and the 

kollelim a spiritual refuge from a hostile 
world. Realitiesof lifeareto�avoidednot 
confronted.JntheSephardicJewishworldthe 
kabbalistswhogiveoutI<ameyosandbless
ings are regaining prominence. The gap be
tweentheobservantcoinmunityandintellec
tual elements in the secular Jewish world 
continues towiden.Atthesametimethereis 
a growing interest within that secular sector 
inleamingtraditional texts.Hwecanstrength
en the rational, intellectual elements within 
orthodoxy,wehaveanunusualopportunity 
to increase our influence. 

Let us return to an intellectually aware 

orthodoxy unafraid of confronting reality. 
Torah scholarship that promotes analysis 
and differentiation instead ofreligious slo
gans and playing on Biblical verses, can 
transform orthodoxy while reducing the 
hostility felt by the non-observant. This is 
a time of great opportunity as well as risk 
Messianism is not the answer, nor a siin
plistic mysticism. The time is ripe for a 
renaissance of the intellectual world of the 
Lithuanian yeshiva. 

Rabbi Blau is the Mashgiach Ruchani of 

the Mazer Yeshiva Program at Yeshiva 
University. 
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aboutthislossandmoveon." Joel Jacobson 
led the Macs with 10 points, while Alon 
and Neil had 9 apiece. 

Justthreedayslater, the Macs took their 
frustrations out on SUNY Purchase. The 
Macs came outto a 10-2 lead spurred on by 
8 points from Alon Zaibert including 2 
threys. WhenJoelJacobson put back a Marc 
Nadritchmiss,theleadwasupto20points. 
But the tide turned once the Purchase Pan
thers started to run at every opportunity 
causing the Macs to foul unnecessarily 
andputtheiropponentsontheline8times. 
The half-time score was 37-29 after the 
short20minutehalf.MarcNad.ritchplayed 
the half of his short YU career in thesecond
half. He scored 13 points on 4 field goals 
and 5 free throws. He finished with 21 
points, 8 rebounds,3 assists and 2 steals in 
34rninutesof play, to lead the Macs toa59-
52 victory and the Macs' 11th win. Joel 
Jacobson finished with 13 points, while 
Zaibert and Bronstein both had 12. 

In their third straight home game, the 
team took on Polytechnic, who they beat on 

December 14, 64-58. Poly, coming in with 
1 1  wins were looking for revenge, and 
jumped out to a 9-2 lead. The Macs then 
came storming back to take a 15-12 lead. 
The Macs used a tight man-to-man defense 
to build a 28-20 lead at half-time. The team 
extended the lead to 16 points, but were 
complacentandwereunabletobreakPoly's 
press as the lead was cut to only 2 points 
with2:42remainingin the game. Neil Bron
stein followed with a big lay-up at2:l 4,and 
the rest was a foul shooting contest in 
which the Macs won. The final score was 
YU-53 Poly-47, giving the Macs their 12th 
win. Neil Bronstein had the game of his 
career, with 16 points on 7 for 8 shooting 
and2for2fromthestripe.AlonZaiberthad 
13, including two treys. 

TheMacshavethreemoregames, twoof 
which are away. This Wednesday,Febru
ary 19, they go to City College, who they 
beat67-53,Dec.2, 1996. The next day, they 
goto Brooklyn toplaySt.Joseph's. Finally, 
Pratt Institute at the MSAC in their final 
regular season game at 8 PM. 

Yeshiva Fencing Team Sharp As Ever 
atPrinceton,andperforrnedremarkablywell. 
Az.ariandShindelhadacombined1�2record. 

Stevens Tech, whose fencing squad has 
had a long standing rivalry with Yeshiva, 
hosted YeshivaandN}ITonTuesday Febru
ary 12. The fencing team inspired bytheepee 
squad-Shimon Oppenheirn,Hadar Weiss, 
EricSchubert,andJ.J.Lando-crushedNJIT. 

The blowout, allowed coaches Messing 
and Rosas to give the new fencers an oppor
tunity. Alan Gross(l-0) thoroughly crushed 
the opponent, winning by a score of 5-1; Ari 
Loren(� 1) initiallylookedasifhewouldpull 
off avictory,butintheendhewaslefthoping 

continued from back page 
foranothershot. well, join the basketball team." (He later 

. ThispastSunday,Feb.16,a very important apologized for hismeanspiritedcornrnents.) 
meetwasheldat VassarCollege. For the first The fencing team now prepares for the 
tirneinalongwhile,thefencingsquaddefeat- games that it must win, with the most 
ed Cornell. Yeshiva was led by the sabre · importantpartoftheseason,theMACFA 
squad (Avraham "juggernaut" Goldberg, championshipsandNCAAcompetition, 
Israelirnathernatidanl.eev Neumeir,Akiva yet to come. 
Herzfeld,and YekutielSandman)whichwon This year a few individuals hope to be 
9 matches and lost none to the Cornell sabre selected to compete in the NCAA cham
squad. The team also annihilated Laffayette pionships. Shimon Oppenheim, a senior 
College.However,thetearnlostaverydisap- with a 41-19 record, has used his long 
pointingrnatchtoBard.AssistantCoachPete reach and lengthy extension to poke his 
Rosas was so upset that he shouted menac- way toward his goal; foil fencers Azari 
inglyatthetearn, "Hyou'renotgoingtofence and Shindel havesuddenlycometothefore 

withexcellentperforrnances;andSabrefenc
ers Akiva Herzfeld and Yekutiel Sandman 
look promising as well. 

The fencing team is nearing the crucial 
partofitsseason, butalreadyitis turning out 
to be a successful year. After the gloriously 
triwnphant 95-% season, this year's team 
was left with only three returning starters. 
Nevertheless, the team fought hard in the 
beginningoftheyear,andtheplayersmeshed 
astheseasonprogressed.Nowthetearnfeels 
confidentandinvincible. Withthemostmean
ingful part of the season rapidly approach
ing, Yeshiva fencing looks strong. riill'��l.li�l��---�-.wm,.-asm�:<-f'&K�lllllru',H��'=-l'iffi"llt--..im.,."il-W--�':;,.(J,: .. ·: . · -
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En Garde: Yeshiva Fencing 
Nears Homestretch 

BY AKiv A HERZFELD 

lnanagewheresport isoftendominated 
byarrogance,crudenes.5and money, fencing 
is one sport that holds up the gentlemanly 
qualities of humanity. Men in white tights 
line up facing one another, gallantly salute 
the opponent, and then don their masks pre
paring to fence. When the referee asks if they 
are ready, the players respond, "Yes sir;" 
when the fencers finish they shake each oth
ers hand and complement one another on 
their fencing ability. It is a gentle sport. It is a 
sport that Yeshiva students excel at. 

Armed withashardofmetalandprotected 
by a mask, the YeshivaCollegestudenthacks, 
bashes, and bloodies the opponent intosub
mission;yetitisall donegently,and with only 
the bestintentions. Thechivalrousqualitiesof 
the Yeshiva University student have in the 
past helped make the fencing team a very 
goodone.Forthepasttwoyeai'stheteamhas 
won the IAC and last year the team finished 
. in fourth placeattheMidAtlanticConference 

FencingAssociationcharnpionship. This was 
in addition toremarkableindividualaccom
plishments. 

Overthepastfewweeks theteamhasmet 
with a hectic schedule facing twelve teams 
and traveling in four different states. The 
frenzied schedule will continue through 
March when the MACFA championships 
are held. 

Fencing Recap 
Yeshiva went to Boston on February sec

ond tosparwithsomeofthebestteamsinthe 
nation,includingMIT, Boston College, Bran
deis, and Brown. Themeetwasheldat Bran
deis University and many members of the 
team met old friends. However, the Jewish 
atmosphereandkosherfooddidnothelpthe 
tearnpulloffanyvictories.OnFeb. 9, theteam 
fenced Princeton an4 New Hampshire and 
losttwoagonizingdefeats. Yet, the foil squad 
led by Shaun Azari, Stuart Shindel, and 
Mordechai Gluck outsmarted the opponent · 

continued on page 15 

Basketball Macs Make 
Run at Playoffs 

BY RoN MARKOVITZ 
ANDSTEVENZoMBEK 

With a post-season bid on the line, the 
undermanned Y eshivaMaccabees took on 
the ever dangerous NJIT Crusaders Feb. 3 
attheMaxStemAthleticCenter. Trying to 
avengeanearlyseasonloss to theCrusad
ers, the Macs knew that they faced a diffi
cult challenge. Early on, the game was a 
see-saw battle, as the Macs' defense was 
suffocating. The lack of depth on the Macs 
begantoshowaboutmidwaythroughthe 
firsthalf,asNJITworedowntheMacswith 
their fast-breaks. Compounded by some 
sloppy ball handling, the Macs went ice 
cold as NJlTjumped out to a 10 point lead. 
Led by Alon "Oak" Zaibert & Neil Bron
stein, who hit a bigthreewith2secondsleft, 

the Macs dosed thefirsthalfwitha 9-2run 
and trailed 27-24. 

Unfortunately, the Macs gotnocloser as 
they came out flatto open the second-half. 
The Crusaders went on a 7-0run, pushing 
the lead back to 10 points. The Macs were 
held toonly6fieldgoalsenroutetoa73-49 
thrashing. After the game, the team piled 
into the locker room and held their heads in 
their hands, and not a word was uttered 
until Coach Halpert came in. He told the 
team to put this behind them so they could 
get on with the last4gam:esandget4 wins. 
When asked to assess the teams perfor
mance,Nei1Bronsteinsaid, "lt'sa40minute 
game. Youcan'tplaythewaywedidinthe 
second-half and beat a team as good as 
NJIT." He added, "We just have to forget 

continued on page 15 

Tennis Team Hopes 

to Three-Peat 
BY COMMENTATOR STAF_F 

Over the past two years, the YU tennis 
team has flourished with back-to-back 
league titles and an astonishing 18-0 
match record. This year, under the lead
ership of Coach Jon Bandier and Cap
tains Josh Hasten and Tsvi Zilbershteyn, 
the tennis Macs hope to remain undefeat
ed for the season's 11 matches. 

From March through May in '95 and 
'96, the tennis Macs faced eighteen op
posing teams and were victorious in each 
and every meet. It should be noted that 
the Macs 18-0 record is measured in terms 
of meets, not individual matches. Each 
meet consists of nine individual match
es, six singles and three doubles matches. 
To bevictorious,eitherteam must win the 
majority of these matches. 

The players of each team are thus 
ranked b.y their coach in order to match-

up each competitor with his equivalent. 
If either team lacks a player, it automati
cally constitutes a forfeit of one match. 
With such fierce opponents as Maritime, 
NJIT, and Steven's Tech, has taken con
stant determination, team spirit and ca
maraderie to accomplish such a mission. 

Well, it's 1997, and the Macs are back 
for more. Although eight of the team's 
seventeen players graduated last May, 
top seed Josh Hasten returns and will 
anchor a lineup that includes returning 
Mac stars Tsvi Zilbershteyn, Shai Samet, 
Edon Hirt, DoronKatz, and Daniel Kraft. 

Hirt,as the team's mostimproved play
er, will get a chance to contribute more to 
the team than in the past. Samet also 
moved up in the rankings this year. In 
addition, the singles lineup will benefit 
from the arrival ofrookie Steven Langer, 
an exchange student from Switzerland, 

continued on page 15 
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YU Basketball Intramural Update 

BY COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF 

Feeding off the excitement of the "bat
tle of the unbeatens" featuring Gross..; 
man's Clippers and Markovitz's Knicks, 
last semester, and with additions to the 
league from the second semester's sup:. 
plemental draft, the league's weaker 
teams have become stronger. The addi
tion of such players as Chaim Zacklteim 
to the 76ers, and Ami Rosen to the Griz
zlies, will vastly improve the teams. The 
runner up Knicks might have found the 
missing piece to the puzzle with the ad
dition of power center Lenny Himmel
farb. 

Game Summaries from first 3 weeks of the 
Spring Semester: 

Clippers 38 Knicks 62 
The rematch of last semester's final 

was not as breathtaking this time around. 

were led by the top rebounder in the 
league ( and last year's technical foul lead
er), Mendy Miller, who added 15 points 
along with his tenacious defense. Judah 
Presslituptheskywith12pointson4for 
4 shooting from 3- point land. The Clip
pers offense (almost non-existent), was 
headed by Jonathan Sicklick's 17 points 
and Seth Grossman's 1 point effort. 

Raptors 39 Cavs 40 
This game saw a defensivestruggl� all 

the way down to the buzzer. The Raptoi's 
had ball possession in the closing sec
onds, but were unable to capitalize. The 
Cavs were led in scoring by David "Wild 
Thing" Wild. The Raptors were led by 
Dov "Spud" Robinson who scored 15 
points. Yechiel Engel provided the half
time show with finger (not figure) ice 
skating, and repeatedly drawing the 
same cartoon face. 

Without the services of Darnel Lowe, the Grizzlies 34 Lake rs 61 
Clippers played like their NBA counter- This game was a blowout from the get-
part from Los Angeles. The Knicks were go. The Lakers' offense was led by Micha
led by Marc Goldberg's 16 points, and el "The Waiter" Resnick, who had a 
Jonathan Sicklick contributed 10 points · tripledouble, with 14points, l0rebounds, 
for the Clippers. Steve Zombek was a and 13 assists. Dovid Kompel also con
notable absence. tributed to the scoring frenzy with 12 

Clippers 44 Cavs 56 
·The Clippers were outscored, outre

bounded, and outwitted once again, this 
time it atthe hands of the Cavs. TheCavs 

it�e <t!nmmenhthtr 
500 West 185th Street 
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points. The Grizzlies were led by 
Jonathan "Smoove" Lifschutz who 
pitched in with 6 points and two early 
missed free throws, which proved cru
cial later in the game. 


