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RIETS Adult Educatlon Program Finds
Itself Entangled in Controversy

Partzal Funding From Edah Cause.s' Backlash Amongst Rabbls

BY MORDECHAI FISHMAN

Filling the void in many -

ModernOrthodox synagogues,
a prototype adult education
program taught by students of
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan
Theological Seminary at a
New Jersey synagogue has
" been created. Although the
program is officially spon-
sored by Yeshiva University,
it has nonetheless become
entangled in’contorversy,
with two students who were
slated to teach dropping out
and other students shying
away from participating.

The program is a project of -

Congregation Ahavat Torah,

a shulin Eng]ewoocl NewJer-
sey, whose rabbi, Shmuel Gol-
din-is'a YU faculty member
teaching in the James Striar

School of Jewish studies. Ac-

cording to Rabbi Goldin, “The
program is extremely success-
ful, with over 150 people reg-
istered, and 100 attending
classes weekly.” The pro-
gramiscurrentlyenteringits
fourth week, butis still caus-
ing confljict, “due_ to issues
raised’ by Roshei Yeshiva
within RIETS.” .
These issues which have

:emerged, are duetoa revela-
tion that Edah, aprogréssive,

Modern Orthodox organiza-

tion seen by certain rabbinic -

flgures as outside the fold of
traditional Torah Judaism, con-
tributed $7500, half the fund-
ing forthe project.” Edahhad
nothingtodo with the curricu-
lum or the structure,” said
Rabbi Goldin, “they merely
provided funding for what
they perceive as a worthwhile
venture.” But according toR’
Goldin, thefactthatEdah was
listed as a donor to the pro-
gram, raised the hackles of
members of the rabbinic fac-
ulty of RIETS, who saw itasa
means for thegrouptotry and
legitimatize themselves and
their doctrines, through the
vehicle of Yeshiva Universi-

contmued on page 6

YU Students Recognlzed For
" Tutoring in Local School

BY].J.LANDO

Two years ago, Nicholas
Muzin, a.YC senior and pre-
med student, approached Phyl-
lis Carlos Williams, principal of
the Eleanor Roosevelt Interme-
diate HighSchoolon 183rd Street
and Amsterdam Avenue and
offered his help tutoring stu-
dents. Two years later, Muzins
idea has flourished in-the YU
Community Literacy Program
boasting approximately 40 stu-

dents who contribute between"

one andthree hours a week tu-
toring students at the local

- Nick Muzin

school in basic reading and
math skills.
“Most of the Roosevelt stu-

.dents are in homes where little

or no English is spoken,” says
Muzin, who believes that the

program will help create a
“shared community” in Wash-
ington Heights. Muzin also de-
scribedhowsimply exposing the
students to the ideas of high
school and college helps give
them a more positive attitude
towardseducation.

Principal Williams cited evi-
dence of the program’s impact
inthe increase observed in stu-
dents’ standardized testscores.
Therehasbeenanincrease from
31 to 32 percent in reading and
from 49 to 56 percentin math of
students performingatorabove

continued on page 6

Rabbis Discuss Halachic
Perspective Of Women’s
Megilah Reading

Stern Students Ask Rabbi Lamm
if OK on Their Campus

BY ARI GRUEN

Stepping into the recent fray
over women'srolesin Orthodox
Judaism, the Torah Activities
Council (TAC) of Stern College
forWomensponsoredan “edu-
cational forum” on issues re-
gardinga women’s Megilahread-
ing on Tuesday, March 4, at
Stern’s Koch Auditorium. Rab-
bis Simcha Krauss and Alfred
Cohenparticipatedintheforum,
with Rabbi Krauss arguing for
the Halachic permissibility of
womenreadingthe Megilah for
otherwomen,and Rabbi Cohen
arguing against.

- The topic. under discussion
was particularly relevantfor the
studentsof Stern,asaletter with

.the endorsements of 175 stu-

dents of the college was sent to
University PresidentRabbiNor-
man Lamm asking for permis-
sion toconductawomen’s Megi-
lah reading at Stern.

In her introductory remarks
at the forum, Nitzan Pelman,
vice-president of the Torah Ac-
tivitiesCounciland coordinator
of theevent, stated thattheintent

behind the evening wasto edu- |
.cate. She later elaborated that

she organized the forum “be-
cause it is important for people
to realize that there is Halachic
weight on both sides of the is-
sue. I thinkitis integralfor peo-
ple to be educated before they
make a decision either way.”
Rabbi Alfred Cohen,a Magid
Shiur forSeniorsatMTAandthe
Editor of The Journal of Halacha
and Contemporary Society, was

first to speak at the event. He

prefaced his remarks by warn-
ing students not to stereotype
those Rabbis who rule against
women’s Megilah reading as
sexist or anti-woman. Rabbi
Cohen exclaimed, “You can be
against abortion and not be a
sexist; you can think OJ is a
murderer and not be a racist.”

Rabbi Cohen went through
the various Rishonim and
Acharonim which deal with
women reading a Megilah for
otherwomenand concluded that
though there are Halachic au-
thorities who allow it, because
the Mishna Berurah is against
women reading for otherwom-
en, it should not be done.

Rabbi Krauss, the Rabbi of
theYounglsrael of Hillcrestand
aMagid Shiurin theIsaacBreuer
College of Judaic Studies of Ye-
shiva University, introduced his
Halachic analysis of the issue
withadescriptionoftheHalach-
icmethodology which heuses to
make Halachic decisions. He
quoted Rav Lichtenstein’s eulo-
gy of Rav Soloveichik, in which
Rav Lichtenstein related the

. Halachicmethodologytaughtto

the “Rav” by Rav Moshe Fein-
stein: “Youhaveto Pasken out of
the Gemara. You use the Shul-
chan Aruch to-control whether
your learning of the Gemara is
correct.”

RabbiKrauss thenexamined
the relevant Halachic sources,

‘and, relying on past Halachic

giantssuchasthe Aruch Hashul-
chan and the Chazon Ish, con-
cluded that the Halakha does
indeed allow womentoread the
Megilah for other women. Rabbi
Krauss emphasized, “I do not
think you have to be forced be-
cause of ideological reasons to
say this way. I'm saying it be-
causethat’sthewayIlearned.”
After their remarks, Rabbi
Krauss and Rabbi Cohen field-
ed questions from the audience
during which the Rabbis took
theopportunity to express their
opinions on the motivations of
those women seeking greater
participation in Judaism.
“There area lot of people out
therewhoaregoing to use this to
go on to the next step, the next
step , and the next step,” de-
clared Rabbi Cohen. “Wewant
verymuchtoimplantinyouthat
our tradition does not change
every time somebody outside
decidessomethingelse.”
Rabbi Cohencited therecent
conference on Feminism and
Orthodox Judaism during
which oneRabbi felt theneed to
deliver a lecture lambasting
“Rabbibashing” as proof of the
lackofHalachiccommitment of
proponents of a greater role for
womenin Judaism. “Youdon't
makeadrashaofthatsortunless
somebody’s doingit.”
Incontrast, RabbiKraussbe-
lieves,”The peoplewhoareask-
ingus are not peoplewhowant
to destroy Judaism. They are
continued on page 9
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Silence of the Lamm

The Modern Orthodox world, and by proxy Yeshiva

- University, is in the midst of a crisis. Forces at both ends of
the relgious spectrum are fighting to lead the way for
orthodoxy into the next century. This institution must even-
tually chooseitsown directionand can only dosounderthe
guidance of our President. ;
It is unfortunate that when the occasion arose for Rabbi
Lamm to clarify hisand this University’s position, he chose
toavoid the central issue. When onehundred and seventy-

reading tobeheld atStern College, hisresponse wasevery-

institution on matters of controversy amongst halachic
authorities,” as if our very motto of Torah U'madda is not
a matter of considerable controversy. '

Lamm told those who were interested in participatingina
women'sreading that they would have togo off campus to
doso, because, “Many Orthodox Rabbinic authorities and :
communities, do not allow for this practice.” %

The message wearereceiving is thoroughly confusing, It
is time for this institution and R’ Lamm to stand up and
clearly declare a position.

“We take no poaxtron asan mﬁtftutfon on matter of
controveraya mongst halachic authomme@

m_—DD
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fivestudentssigneda letter requestinga women'’s Megillah :

thing but direct. R’ Lamm said “we take no positionasan -

However, after not taking a position on this matter, R
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. YeshlvaCollegeProudlyPresents

a lecture by

CAN'T AFFORD A HOME?
OUTGROWING YOUR APARTMENT?

WE WANT YOU TO JOIN

OUR COMMUNITY

~ FINANCIAL INCENTIVE AVALL

FOR PURCHASE OF A HOME*

CEE]
7|

t

Situated iﬁ the ’beautit"ixl: Simhyside section of Linden, NJ,
Congregation Anshe Chesed is looking for young Modern
Orthodox families interested in purchasing a home. Our community
offers:

~ Easy commute to Manhattan and Brooklyn

= Eruv '

= Quiet neighborhood

= Moderately priced houses

~ Beautiful shul building including gym and pool

-~ Near kosher restaurants, mikveh and day schools - : .

COME SPEND A SHABEOS, AND EXPERIENCE
THE WARMTH OF ANSHE CHESED FIRST-HAND.
FOR MORE INFORMATION,
PLEASE CONTACT:
REUVEN SPOLTER, AT 9084@68616

Make ‘your family part of ours.

she Chesed

DR. STEVEN M. DWORKEN, RABBI SHIMON VOGEL, CHAZAN

*financial assistance available to a limited number of applicants

Correction

The Commentator Volume XL Issue No O madyertantly

reported that Dr. Shaul Magid had been retamed by Yeshiva
Alan Brill.

College. The Professor should have read Dr.

MESSAGE FrRoM THE
Y CSC PRESIDENT

JAsON BUSKIN

Friends,

Irub my eyes hoping the dream will
nd, butitdoesn’t. Thereality is setting in
s Iread thesigns hanging on the bulletin
oards. Elections are upon us, and with-
n three weeks the future leadership of
eshivaCollegewill bedecided. Ithardly
eemslikeit has been ayear sinceI made
y rounds across this campus, hanging
igns, talkingtostudents, infactmuchof
hatIam still doing one year later is no
ifferent. I still find myself wandering
he campus during the early morning
ours hanging signs forevents and pro-
rams, making sure students stay in-
rmed. ] also makeit a point to try and
alk to students who stop me about a
roblemoranissue, Itry toletthem know
hat's going on, why something is hap-
ening and why something is not.

With elections on my mind, I couldn’t
elpbutdigupsome of my own fliers from
astyearscampaign,while]lwashomelast
eekend. Isatdown tolook at theideas]
adchosentofocus onlastyear Now,one
ar later I began to examine what YCSC
asbeenabletoaccomplish and what we
venot.] cannotsay every ideafromlast
ears campaign has been successfully
plemented, butI can say we havetried,
d we are continuing to work.
Currently, our Registrar Committeeis
t work with the Office of the Registrar
ing toimplementstudentsuggestions

ursting many, much rieeded changes
ncampus, includingan upgrade forthe

and Fwould liketo thank Rabbi Melyin,:

“thingsnever change.
AT Skt
av1s for his asswtance YCSC is also* - -

MSAC weight room, further lounge im-
provements and payment with creditcard
inthe Office of Finance. We arealsolook
ingatthe possibility ofaMuss Mart being
established. These are just some of the
projects we are working on for the re-
mainder of the year and for the future.

It is a busy week on campus, with
Purimnearly upon us. Shabbos Zachor
is being sponsored by all student coun
cils, sopleasestayin and share this Shab-
bos with the entire university and join us
inwelcoming Rabbi Lamm who will b
present. Be here for the SOY sponsored
Chagigaand getyourticketsnow for the
Post-Purim Concert nextThursdaynight
inLamport Auditorium-afivedollardis
countis availableto all students; actnow
before the show is sold out. Contact boX
office manager Howie Mazin for mor¢
information.

With roughly two months left in the
year, YCSC has much to be proud of and
still much more on the way. When my
student council and I finish our terms
trust we will all be able to look aroun
and know that we made change on thi
campus, even for two hours, two wee
or perhaps permanently. We will kno
our time serving was worth the effort.

Now it is getting late (or early) an
whenl finish writing this piece I will g
hang up somesigns, take a walk, mayb
talkto theotherlatenighterswhoarestill
up. Formeitis the same as always, some

Jason Buskin
YCSC President '96-97

Malfunctlons Stymie

Computer Classes

BYAviROSMAN

Manyafrustrated andiratestudenthas
exited thecomputerlabafter finding com-
puteraftercomputerinoperable. Comput-
ermalfunctionshavebecomesostymieing
that a recent Management Information
Systems (MIS) class had to be relocated
fromacomputerlabtoaclassroom while
MISresolved the problem.

MIS technician Paul Scrudato specu-
lates that the problems that plague the
computer labs are the result of students
downloading enormous amounts of
materialstocomputers from theInternet.
Specifically, certain “network” games
have been downloaded onto individual
terminalsthataffecttheentire network of
studentcomputers.

Somestudentsreported that they have
witnessed individuals intentionally mis-
use thecomputersasapracticaljoke. Scru-
dato emphatically denied knowledge of
any intentional misuse or sabotage of the
computersbystudents. “Idon’tthink those
usingthegameshaveaclueastowhatthey
aredoing.”

The university MIS staffemploys four
full-time technicians responsible for
managingstudentcomputers. Thetechni-
ciansremovestudent-downloaded corrupt
filesfromthecomputersoncea week. This
processis extremely time consuming,.

Students have mixed feelings about
thecomputer difficulties. YC sophomore
JayKiermanremarked that “thecomput-
ers are state of the art and usually work
well. Breakdownsareexpectedand prob-
lems are usually fixed in a timely fash-
ion.” Otherstudentsreactedmorenega-
tivelybelieving thatthestaff of MIStech-
nicians should maintain the computers
so that they do not inconvenience stu-
dentstotheextentthatthey docurrently.

Scrudato said that the only way to
prevent students from downloading
harmful materialstothestudentcomput-
er network would be to block all down-
loading capabilities from student com-
puters. MIS believes such a measure
would inhibit student research efforts.

The use of America-On-Line (AOL)
Internet service also poses problems for
schoolcomputers. Forareasonunknown
to MIS, many of the breakdowns have
resulted from usage of AOL. Scrudato
reports that some universities have
bannedtheuseof AOLontheir comput-
ers as a result of the problems it causes.

TheMIS departmentsuggeststhatthe
bestway toprevent future problemsisto
educatestudentsin propercomputer use.
Scrudato mentioned that a single one-
hour session would give students the
foundationtheyneed tousethecomput-
ersproperly.
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“How I Made My First Million”” Israel Club and Sophomore

Rav Aharon Kahn on Business Ethics

BY MORDECHAIFISHMAN

“How I Made My First Million” was
the title of the firstlecture in the Business
and Halacha Lecture Series, sponsored

and vital for a torah life. Discussing
questions dealt with in the Tractate of
Kiddushin, he pointed out that “Judaism
does notdeny the need or importance of
money and wealth.” Quoting fromsourc-

by the Sy Syms School
ofBusiness. MYP Rosh
Yeshiva Rav. Aharon
Kahn attracted about
seventy-five students
. to his two-and-a-half

“Lam not a
" of Torah |

es as diverse as the
movie “Wall Street”
and the Shulchan
Aruch, with referenc-
.es to the Hafetz
. Hayyim and Horatio

iy EEETEYY O

fan,|

hourlecture, |U ’Maddah, ; . Alger,RavKahncap-
. -, RavKahnbegan his aidatng at e .. tivated his audience
_talk by defining what | . b’ecau seiti S | with his famous rhe-
he pe;ceivesbthe-rgis- S e ,”  torical Etyle- Tfhses g;
sionof YUtobe,andits | Aoy rratinn | sistantDeano 2
.functjon: as both a dl;lnteg T:(a(tIOn Prof. Ira Jaskoll, was
.. home of Torah, and a .1 also in attendance,

unjversity ‘where vocational skills are
taught..“l am not a fan of Torah
U’Maddah,becauseitis disintegration,”
said Rav Kahn. “Torahis all encompass-
ing,” and should apply equally,to.all
-aspects of our lives. Elucidating:thetitle
of his speech, Rabbi Kahn explained-that
his “millions” arein thespiritual realms
of Torah and Mitzvoth.
Rav Kahn thenexplained his vision of
a “Super-Macro Economic System” for
businessmen, delineated by the torah,

and seemed riveted by the eloquence of
theRabbi. . ‘ .
Decrying the state of Jewish business
ethics in today’s .s'bc‘;eityh . Rav Kahnex-
- Rlainedthat: Theendsjustifying themear
‘wasnevera Torah perspegtive.,. ,Hgvg we
. forgottentothinkasJewsin business?” He
concluded hisspeech, chargingtheassem-
bled listeners to meld the Torah into their
professionallives, saying “that Belfer Hall
mustbea BeitMidrash of Torat Hayyim," a

living example of Torah Business ethics.

YU Library Catalog Soon to b,e.;:Online

Change Will Render

BY EFRAIM SHAPIRO

The Yeshiva University Library Infor-
mation System (YULIS), providing on-
lineaccesstoall of thelibrariesholdings,
isexpected tobe up anrunningearly next
semester.

YULIS is an on-line database of the
Gottesman, Pollackand Stern Libraries’
holdings. Through a “search engine”
students will be prompted for various
descriptions of the book or journal they
wish to locate, for example: the subject,
author, title or call number. Inseconds the
computer will display a menu of copies
and volumes, their location and present
availabilityrendering thecurrentcumber-
some card catalog system obsolete.

Graphically interfaced, YULIS will
allow studentstoutilizea mouse, unlike
the current system which is plain text.
Information willbeavailablenot only to
students inside the library, but to any
student possessing a computer with ter-
minal capabilities. When the system is
ready, additional computers willbeavail-
able for YULIS use.

YU is working in conjunction with
Virginia Tech Library System, because of
their multilingual capabilities. When
fully operational, YULIS will be bilin-
gual, allowingstudents tolocateHebrew

‘Card Catalog .'O'b's'olete

books, journals _:-ihd periodicals by sim-

ply typing the relevant information in

Hebrew.

Dean of Libraries Pearl Berger com-
mented thatsheand her staffare current-
ly working on providing the full text of
many journals and periodical on-line.
This will allow instant access tojournals
and periodicals, eliminatinginterlibrary
loansand the waiting period for material
on the Stern campus which can take up-
wards of a week and a half.

Currently available from several
computers in the Pollack Library is the
Judaica Classics program - the full texts
of Tanach,Talmud, and many other
resources. Once YULIS is setup, this
program willbe availablefromany com-
puter providing access to YULIS. Inad-
dition, Dean Berger hopes to add access
to the Encyclopedia Talmudit and the
JudaicaEncyclopedia, pending theirre-
lease.

Interfacing with YULIS will bean effi-
cient checkout system employing bar-
codes which will be placed in each book
andon thebackof every student’sID. The
datawill automatically beentered intoa
database thereby enabling the library to
record statistics, keep better track ofbooks
and records, and provide automatic over-
duenotification.

means, .|

Class Hold Shabbaton

BYMORRIS ELBAZ

With over 150studentsin attendance,
the Israel club, Presidents Daniel
Berkowitz and Michelle Zigleman, in
.corroboration with the Sophomore
class, cosponsored a Shabbaton at Stern
college. -

. Professor of Judaic Studies Rabbi
- Chamudotwas on hand to give an eye

opening speech about the importance

of returning to. Israel, in-accordance
. with the teachings of Rav Kook. After
¢ Shabbat dinner, students heard a rep-
resentative from the recycling group

SAGA discuss halacha, and how itre-

lates to the environment. The topicwas
wellreceived, with students praising the
emphasis on religious activism as being
inthespirit of theentire weekend.

Club President Daniel Berkowitz was
verypleasedwiththe turnout,considering
theeventtookplaceright in themiddle of
midterms. ConcerningtheShabbaton, he
commented “TheShabbaton wasabigstep

. towards, building the future for a more
_activeIsrael club.”

After an inspiratidnal Shabbat, every-

_oneboarded thebuses fora Saturdaynight
taste of America, the “PinkFloyd” laser-
-light show at the Museum of Natural

History.

Mazal Tov to:
Yoni Leiber & Elana Bruckheimer
Steven Perel & Chana Benjimanson
Avi Tashman & Gila Walfish

on their recent engagements
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Orthodox Union to Honor-Questioln'able Gueét L’Oreal at Annual Dinner

BYGIL BLoom

* Inresponse to French cosmetic giant
L’Oreal’s recent investment of over $30
million inTIsrael, the Orthodox Union is
applauding thecompany’sactivitiesand
has selected it as one of the honorees at
the OUannual dinner. _

Normally, initiativeslikethose under-
takenby L'Oreal, whereby moneys spent
in Israel have been used to construct a
manufacturing plant, as well as to sup-
port worthy causes within the country,

wouldbewarmly welcomedby all. How- -

ever, sectorswithin the Jewishcommuni-

tyarefrowningupontheOUandL'Oreal, .

* and noamountofmoneyor makeuplooks
tobeabletopainthappylookingfaceson
thegroups. ;

‘Disapproval of L'Oreal comes from
the Coalition for Jewish Concerns- AM-
CHA and theJewish Action Alliance who
pointtothe company’shistory ofextreme

nationalism and anti-Semitism. Rabbi

Avi-Weiss, National President of AM-
CHA, accused the Orthodox Union of
“sellingrespectability to the same corpo-
ration whose top officers sought to liqui-
.date the Jews:” Weiss further challenged
~ the Orthodox Union by asking if any OU
. officialwould “dreamofbestowinga pres-
tigious award to L'Oreal if a large sum

+ weren'tproffered?”
A spokesperson for the Orthodox
Unionattributed much of theanger vent-

ed upon the organization to “inaccura-

" cies in his [R’ Weiss’s] press release.”
Contrary to what has been published in
many reports,emphasized theOUrepre-
sentative, “the Orthodox Union has not

. received a penny.” Rather, “as of now,

we are aware of L’Oreal having invested
twenty-fourmilliondollars in the State of
Israel, providingmany moreavailablejobs.”

Initial evidence of L'Oreal’s anti-

* Semitismsurfaced ina 1995 French news-

paper article. The paper charged Andre
Bettencourt, patriarch of L'Oreal and
presentvicechairman, with engaging in
Nazi-collaborative activity during the
Second World War as'well as penning
two anti-Semitic propaganda articles
authored during the German occupation
of Francewhich described Jews as “hyp-

ocritical Pharisees” whose “race has

been forever sullied by the blood of the
righteoiss.” Inan article written to com-

memoratetheChristmas of 1941, Betten- .

court wrote that theJews “succeeded in
laying hands on Jesus and crucifying
him. Rubbing their hands, they cried out
“Let hiis blood fall upon us and uponour
children.” You know how it fell and'is
still falling. Prescriptions of the eternal
mustbefulfilled.” ' d

**"Bettencourt’s anti-Semitic exploits

did not cease upon the liberation'of
occupied Europe. Fifty-three years af-
ter the publication of the scathing edi-
torials, he joined the Arab League’s
1989 economic boycott of the State of

" Israel. Prior to the boycott, L'Oreal had

acquired Helena Rubenstein (anIsrael-

‘based cosmetics manufacturer), and
" with the onset of the Arab sanctions
‘againstIsraelicompanies and their for-

eign owners, this new acquisition was

* injeopardy. Inreturn for the removal of

L’Oreal from the Arab League’s list of
blacklisted corporations, Bettencourt

provided the Arab League with corpo-
rate information on Helena Rubenstein,
violating American antiboycott legisla-
tion.

L'Oreal denied any involvement, but
agreed to pay the $1.4 million settlement
asashow of their continuing opposition
to the boycott. L'Oreal Chairman Lind-
say Owen-Jones neverthelesssenta letter
to the Anti-Defamation League admit-
ting correspondence with the Arab offi-
cialsresponsible for theboycott. Heapol-
ogized, stating thathe would “personal-
ly...liketosay thatlamsorry suchcorre-
spondence was ever sent,” and that he
had taken measures toensurethat “such
action will not happen again.”

L'Oreal’s history of fascism, though
fanned by Mr. Bettencourt, began with
his predecessor and father-in-law Eu-
geneSchuller. Schuller was thefinancier
of La Cagoule, which was considered to
be one of the most dangerous and racist
organizationsin Franceatthat time. Later
inthecorporation’shistory,itwasreported
thatL'Oreal’sdirectorof Americanopera-
tions,Jaques Correze, wasamemberof the
pro-Nazi faction Revolutionary Social
Movementduring theSecond WorldWar.

Mr. Bettencourt, after stepping down
from his position as Deputy Chairman
following the ArabLeagueaffair, wassuc-
ceededbyhisson-in-law,Jean-PierreMey-
‘ers,whoisJewish." = " " e

Rabbi Weiss claims that Bettencourt

continues to control the company, and

thoughheofficiallystepped down fromhis
position, he transferred his controlling
shareinthecompanytohiswife;Schuller’s
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L’Oreal CEO and Chairman Lindsay
Owen-Jones calls his investment in Isra-
elacompany policy to “striveto become
involved in society as a member of the
community in every country in which it
directly operates.” Thecompany has set
aside part of its donation for a program
heightening social awareness of driver

“safety inIsrael. AlsoajointTel Aviv Uni-
_ versity /L'Oreal business internship pro-

gram was established, intending to pro-
videbusinessexperience opportunities for
Israeli graduatestudents. Anotherjoint
program with theTechnionisalsoon the
drawing board. Furthermore, L'Oreal
has invested heavily in its subsidiary,
HelenaRubenstein.

L’Oreal will be honored at the OU
Dinneralongside Rabbi Marvin Hier, the
Directorof the Simon Weisenthal Center,
and Rabbi Gedaliah Schwartz, Av Beit
Dinof America. “Neither of these honor-

- ees objects to being awarded alongside

L'Oreal,” noted the OU spokesperson,
“and the Board [of Directors] approved
ourchoiceone-hundred percent.”

In a letter sent to those attending the
dinner, the Orthodox Union attests that
beforemakingthedecisiontohonorL'Oreal,
they consulted with the government of Is-
rael, theAnti-Defamation League, theCon-
ference of Presidents, and other Jewish
organizations, and encountered no objec-

- tions from any of them. The OU also re-

ceived letters sent by Minister of Trade
Natan Scharansky and Prime Minister
Netanyahu testifying to their apprecia-
tionof L’Oreal’s contributionsand of the

‘Orthodox Union'’s recognition of that

company.
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Continued from page one

ty. R’ Goldin further pointed out that
these Roshei Yeshiva made their senti-
ments extremely clear, which led to
the aforementioned students aban-
doning the program in mid-session.
“The loss of the instructors disrupted
the continuity of the studies, and
caused further problems in seeking
potential recruits.”

Currently an eight week session,
with the possibility of another five
week session between Pesach and
Shavuot,theongoing classes include
two sessions each, on ethics, begin-
ning Judaism, practical Halacha, and

advanced texts. Theclassesare taught'

by a mixed group made up of six to
seven RIETS students, three RIETS
graduates, and two women. The semi-
cha students were receiving an offi-

cial stlpend forthelr effortsin thls co-

curriciifarevent.

Déspite the resignation of the two'

student- teachers, the programiis con-
tinuing and Yeshiva Umver51ty and

the synagogue are still co-sponsor-
ing the event. However the future of

thenextsession, according toR’ Gol-
din, is in doubt, with vocal dissent
from within the rabbinic ranks of YU,

The Commentartor] —

March 18, 1997

Teachers Withdraw when
told of Edah’s Affiliation

who perceive it as aploy for Edahand .

its backers to bring themselves into
the mainstream. “I think that it is
unfortunate that this is focused on
this event, and it has been very pain-
ful. We need to respect the needs of
the Roshei Yeshiva. I respect their
Halachic authority, but I felt obligat-
edtocarry on... I donotdismiss their

reservations, they are issues that must

be discussed.”
The students thatleft the program
were unavailable for comment.

" Rav Moshe Tendler, concurring.
with the view that Roshei Yeshiva -
- wasonly 1 percent, Muzinemphasized the -

should persuade their students not to
participate inany Edahbased or sup-

ported program, said that he was “per-

turbed by the development [of Edah],
because of its commitment to plural-
ism.” Hé compares the current plu-
ralistictrendsof Edah to the “Ethical

.Culture” movement of theReform in

his day, which led to a “spiritual
holocaust,” - thére were 12 and a half

million Jews immediately after theho- -
locaust and due to mtermarnage and
assimilation there remain only 12 and
. a -half million ]ews in the world to-
day.

BYCOMME\ITA’IORSTAPF

suyRothInshmﬁeScholars asummerun:

1997 Roth Scholars
Announced

 Hezi Iacobl, Ieffrey Kohr, Ofer Melamed'

'Ihenext generatlononeshlvaUmver-

'Ifwo altematwes
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continued from page one

gradelevel. Althoughtheinareaseinreading

individual impact upon the students by in-

' volvmgﬂ\emm&\eedumhonalpramsmth-
er than the increase in test scores. | :

Thesucossoftlwpmgramhascaptumd
medlaattenhm Fiveminutepiecesfeaturing
tleCormnumtyhmcyPkogmmwemalmd

 'onboth Chinnels2 and 7news. This media

coveragewas prompted bytheYUDepan
ment of Public Relations which sent a form
letter mforrmng approximately 50 of so

_reporters andjournalists of the program.
Themediaattentionarrivedontheheels
of PrwdentClmton s éallforthe America
Reads Imhahve in lus Stabe of the Umon

Address. Thegoal of thisfederal programis
togetmanycollegestudentstoparticipatein
programs such as the Community Literacy
Program of Washington Heights. Professor
Cwilich of the YC Physics Department is
workingtoformallyincurporatetheprogram.
intoClinton’s Americorpsprogram. YUhas
sent a letter to President Clinton informing -

- him of the YU program and inviting him to

speak at YU to promote the America Reads’
Initiative. He is optimisticthateither Mr. or
Mrs: Clinton will indeed come. Cwilich
hasalsowrittenletterstoGovernorPataki
andMayotGmhammfonmngthemofthe i
success' of the YU COmmumty theracy
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A Man Who's Torah Was Disemminated the World Over

Born in Vysock, a small town in Poliéh
Lithuania, R’ Romm was named Shimon

Posniack at birth. His father passed away-

while hewasstill an infant, and his mother

shouldered the burden raising of him, until
his adolescence when she too passed away.-

Rav Romm vividly recalled the simple, yet

altruisticJews of Vysock, like theshoemaker

who taught him mishnayos thathe knew by
heart, or the old man who took him forlong
walksintheforest.

Attwelveyearsold, hlsmothe’rsenthlmoff
tothe greatJewishcommunity of Slonim, to
learn under Reb Shabsai Yogel. AtSlonim,
RavRommbecameknownasShimonVysock-
er,orShimonfrom Vysock Slonimwasalarge
town,whichinthenineteenthandearly twen-
tiethcentury wascontinually conqueredand

traded by Russian, Polish,and Germangov-

ermments, asitlay ontheborders of all.
Despitethebloodypolitics,acenturiesold

vibrant]JewishatmospherethrivedinSlonim.

By theadventoftheearly twentiethcentury,
theJewsinSlonimwererepresentativeofthe

variantviewpointsandcultural conflictsthat .

affectedalloffewry. ]
withenli tionalists, themisnagdim
argued in Torah with the chasidim, and

throughout the Jewish presence thrived. It

wasinSlonimthatRavRommhadhisinitial

and highly influential experiences with the-

world torah and its teachers.

In a misnaged yeshiva, he leamed under
Reb Shabsai Yogel, and heard explanations
ofthe Torah from Rav Fain, the greatestdars-
haninEastemPoland. TheimpactofRavFain
intermsofRavRomm'sownmethad of d’'msh
wassosxgmﬁantthatyeamlater,ml%,om
of the few articles heever publishedin “Ha-

darom” wasa d’vartorahonoetoldtohunby }

R’Fain.

The atmosphere of Slonim affected and
helped form R" Romm’s innermost convic-
tions. ThefamousSlonimerchasidimkindled
alifelong love for chasidus, and his Zionist
leanings had theiroriginsinSlonimas well

R’ Romm’s brilliance quickly spread .

throughout the city; eventually he was
knownasthe VysockerIIIm prodxgy from
Vysock.

From Slonim, he traveled to Bialostok,
the home of the Navardok mussar move-
~ ment. Rav YossefHorowitz, founderofthe
movement, stressed asceticism and self-
negation. However R’ Romm found the
philosophy too harsh and traveled on to
Kletzk to study under the renowned Rav
AharonKotler. ' .

R’Rommdevelopedintooneofthebest
talmidiminKletzk. Inaddition, hefounded
a close personal relationship with Rav
AharonKetlerand hisfamily. RavKotler
admiredandesteemed himsogreatly that
years later, in America, when Rav Kotler
and R’'Rommwere travelmg togetherina
car, R’ Kotler tumed tohim and said, “Shi-
mon, younevershould haveleftme.”

RavRommdideventuallyleaveRavKotler %

to continue his studies in the Mir Yeshiva.
Notwithstanding theMir’sbetter provisions,
. stipendandprestige(everystudentinEurope
strivedtoenterthe Yeshiva), RavRommlater

toldhistalmidimthathewishedhehadstayed .

toleamn with Rav Kotler. _
AttheMir, like in Slonimand Kletzk, his
famespreadasoneofthemostaccomplished
and learned talmidim. Heestablisheda close
friendshipwiththemashgiachRav Yerucham

Lebowitzandreceived smichafromRavKa-

mai. RabbiEliezer Yehuda Finkel, recogniz-
ingR'Romm’seloquencetoconveyhislearn-
ing toothersand tomovelisteners, senthim
to different towns and villagestospeak. .
RavRomm'’s fameand renown contin-
ued togrow, andeventuallyled toashiduch

with Kala Eisenbod. Kala Eisenbod was
thedaughterofRav Eliyohu Eisenbod, the
renowned rabbi of Vasilishik, a town in
Lithuania. Three generations of Eisen-
bod’s had led Vasilishik, and after his
marriage toKala, it seemed as though Rav
Rommwouldbethenextinline. HelefttheMir
to serve as the rabbi in training under Rav
Eisenbod, delivering thedaily blatt of gemara
and performing otherimportantfunctions.
Rav' Romm never succeeded Rav Eisen-

times. Once he wassurrounded by a pack of
wild dogs. Hestood perfectly still, awaiting
acertain gruesomedeath,butthedogsnever
attacked. He narrowly avoided death a sec-

ond timeafter being thrown in prisonby the

Russian authorities on the grounds of at-
tempted escape. Butthroughhis cunning he
wasabletoconvincetheRussians thathewas
actually returningto promulgatehislove for
mother country. While many of hiscontem-
poraries were sentenced to hard labor in

~ Reflections On
Rav Shimon Romm ZT’L

Iwould beunabletoattend shiur the folliing day.
excuses. Hislastwords befom”seeybutomom

havetolearn!”

Itlsﬁthngﬂ'latﬂ'mewemRavRomm slastwordsmme bemuséﬂiahvasRavRonun s
primary desire of hisstudents: Toleamnot only Torah, t
tolivelife. twasRavRomm’ srequestofeachoﬂusta]mnfm,
Romm taught through love, and insisted that this
isshiurknew thatheloved them,and they reciprocated:
4 ﬂwta!ngyl ﬂ\erebbeextendedbeymdtlwnonnal,

hkemsea]l&wsmdmls
his love equally; the ties beg
bounds. Rebbe would take
dresmngprtmly Ongg
onShabbat. Forong)
came to Rayl

. mf I"

=
S0

toleamthepmerway
eachtalmidknewit. Rav
way to teach..

bod as-the Rav in Vasilisik: In 1939, the
Russianarmymarchedwestandbeganswal-
lowingmuchoftheEastemSlaviccountries.
IntheconqueredJewishtowns, mass confu-
sionreigned. Many wanted to runfrom the
Russian repression, butdid notknowwhere
to go. One safe haven, where there was

- supposedtobegreatertolerancefortheJewish

religion,wastheindependentcity of Vilna.
AlthoughRavRomm’swifewanted tostay
with her family in Vasilisik, he‘convinced
her to flee to Vilna. Rav Eisenbod and his
family perishedin the holocaust.
Theirtravelsintheperiod from1939-1940
wexeverydx{ﬁcult.ltwasacold,haxshwmter
andR’Rommqushonedhxssurvwalmany

Siberia, hewas freed.
RavRommandhiswifetraveledonunder
manyhardshipseventually rejoining there-
locatedMir Yeshivain Lithuania. Hejoined
the Mir in its escape to Shanghai, and en-

.dured the “adventure” as he liked to call it

afterwards. In 1942, Rav Romm, becausehe
wasaseniormemberoftheyeshiva,wasone
of very few selected toleaveShanghai.
Somewherearoundlate1942orearly 1943,
hearrivedinLorenzoMarcusinPortuguese
Africamodernday Angola. Surprisingly,in
Portuguese Africa, justas the Mir in Shang-
hai,RavRommfoundashul. Hlsstaywould
be a short one as he was able to acquire a
special visatolsrael. Hisbenefactormayhave

beenthelate ChiefRabbiof Israel, Rabbilssac
Herzog. On the way to Israel, he stopped in
South Africa,and stayed with the brother-in-
lawofRavChaimOzer.Hewasbefriended by
aSouth African millionaire. The millionaire
promised Rav Romm a high post in South
Africaifhewould stay.

RavRomm, nonetheless, arrivedinIsrael
in 1943 and stayed until 1948, when Dr.
Belkinjnvitedhimtojointhestaffof Yeshiva
University. The tiesbetween Dr. Belkinand
RavRommwereverystrong,extendingback
to the days wheh they leared in Slonim
together. Intheirchildhooddays,Dr. Belkin
and Rav Romm were roommates united in
poverty, forced toshareasingle pairofshoes

.andthesamecoat. Amidstgreatturmoiland

uncertaintyinlsrael, RavRommacceptedDr.
Belkin’sinvitationand cameto Yeshiva Uni-
versity.
WhileinlIsrael, heserved as the Rabbi ofa
shul in Tel Aviv, worked at a Yeshiva in
Petach Tikvah. R’ Romm’s fame as a great
orator and a man steeped in torah spread

" throughoutlsrael. Hewasoftencalled upon

to disseminate his words of wisdom and
discuss the plight of the Mir. One Torah

.lectuxewhnchhespmﬁmllymmbemd

fordlywasgiveninasuanhbeforetheChazon
Ishand Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer.
The dedision to leave Israel paired Rav

" Romm. Today, all his children and grand-
. childrenlivein Israel. Rav Katz' said,"Rav
Romm loved and always worried for Israel;

hisoonstantgoalinlifewastosearchforaway
that Torah and Medinah be together.” The
GererRebbetold RavRommbeforeheleft, “If
you stay in Israel you'll be fémous, but if
you leave no one will know you.”

-;When hefirstcame to Yeshiva Univer-
sxty, in1948,Rav Romm’sjobwasthatofa
meshulach, orfund-raiser. Hisreputationof
being a great Yiddish and Hebrew orator
had preceded him, and he was asked to
travel across thecountryfortheuniversity.
Thisyearduringtheweek of Parshat Yitro,
Rav Romm told his shiur a d’var torah he
had once delivered to agroup of wealthy
women in Florida, when he first came to
America.. Aftertheshiur,awomanran up
to him and said, “Rebbe, I enjoyed your
shiur.” Abroad smile spread across Rav
Romm’sfaceasheretold thisstory,andhe
said, “It was the first time in my life that
anyone told me that they had enjoyed my

.shiur.”

RavRommtaughtforfortyoneyearsatYU,

* andforyears,hisshiurwasatthehighestlevel

intheTeachersInstitute. RavRommwasstill
givingan intellectually rigorous shiurin his
late eighties and early nineties.

Theshiurwasveryimportanttohim. Two
yearsagoRavRommhadaseriousstrokeand
wasinthehospitalfortwoweeks. WhenRav
Rommleft thehospital torecoverinhisown
home, his shiur came to visit him. Upon
seeing histalmidim, although gravelyill, he
begantogiveashiur..

It is the small stories that talmidim and
friendsrememberthatrevealtherealstoryof
Rav Romm: a happy man whose character

. wasawesomeanddynamicthathewasable

tomakeeveryonearoundhimhappyaswell.

RavRommwasburiedinthelandheloved
andalwayssupported. AthisburialinIsrael,
the entire Mir Yeshiva came to pay respect
and honor his greatness. He is survived
throughfamily:byhiswife, twochildren,and
numefous grandchildren, and by his many
talmidimwhowillcarryonhistorahandhis

legacy.

Zalman Alpert and Shmuel Herzfeld were
helpful in providing information for this article.
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Men,Men,Men...

They roam the
hallways in abun-
dance at the main
campus of Yeshiva
University and for
half a century they
werealltheUniver-
sity knew. Thatwas
then.

Today, the Uni-
versity flourishesin
large measure, due
to the dedicated -
women thattoil, of-
ten in relative ob-
scurity. March is
knownasWomen'’s
History Month,and
tohonorthem The Commentatoroffers this
piece on the role of Women in Yeshiva
University today.

Meet Dr. Karen Bacon, Dean of Stern
College for Women, herselfa graduate of
theschool.

Bacon arrived at Stern College in 1961,
followinginherbrothers footsteps. Shortly
thereafter, Dr. Baconbegantocarveherown
pathat YU, returning after graduate studies
atUCLA toa position at Yeshiva College as
ProfessorofBiology.In the1970sshebecame
partofthe University administration, when
she accepted her appointment as dean of
Stern'College, which was compnsed of an
adxmmstrauonofmen '

ANew Era

, Today,almosteverymemberof&\eadnun '

istrationofStemCollegeis fernale. Thechang-
es were made gradually, and according to
DeanBacontobenefitthewomenundergrad-
uates. I thinkthatwhenIbecamedeanofthis

college the school was in somewhat of a-

transition. It had a history and it was really
lookingtowardswhatkind of futureitwould
have. I think what has been helpful is that
beingawomanandactuallybeingagraduate
ofthisinstitution, Ifeltvery keenly thestrug-
.gling aspirations of both the students and
faculty to carveouta kind ofanew presence
for women both at this university and in the
Jewishcommunity.Iwouldnotsaythatsome-
one other than a graduate of this institution
could feelthosefeelingsandunderstand them,
butclearlyitgavemealeg up.”

Bacon feels that she didn't need to be
educatedabouttheconcerns; thehope, the

fearsyand_the aspirations of the students

and thefaculty becauseas aformer under--

graduateatStern, sheempathized withall
ofthem. ’

Shecredits theability toconcentrate on
the School’s self-actualization, to her un-
derstanding of the perspectives of her
students and faculty. ;

Althoughtheappointmentof Dr.Bacon
was thebeginning of aseries of administra-
tiveandfaculty changesthatbroughtwom-
en to other posts within the University,
what caused the change in attitude to-
wards women is less clear. Dr. Marylene
Schneider, ProfessorofSociologyat Yeshi-
vaCollegeexplainsthat, “Inexaminingthe
increase of womeninthelabor force—due

to challenges to traditional sex roles in -

recent decades, to increased educational
achievement of women, and to new job
opportunities because of technological
changes—Sociologistsand feminists have
been debating for atleastthreedecadesthe
whysand howsof perceivedand realineqg-
uities: roles, wages, benefits, promotion,
conditions, power,and work éxperiences.

“According to social scholars, the sta-
tus ofwomenin academicjobsisbelow that
of men. Women disproportionately teach
in two-year and four-year institutions

W Dean Dr.
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The Roles
of Women
in Yeshiva
University

| By ARi KAHN

where heavy teaching loads thwart re-
search.Menpredominateinthesocialand
physical sciences, as compared with the
humanities, and in the rank of full profes-
sor. In administrative jobs, while Ameri-
canwomenhavebecomedeansandchair-
personsof departments, relatively few have

. gonepasttheglassceilingtobecome pres-

identofacollege or university.”
Dr.Schneider and feel that the changes

‘inYU reflect changes in the wholeofsoci-

ety.”Inmanyways, YUisareflectionofthe
society at large,” said Dr. Schneider. “As

the number of women who received ad-
vanced formaleducationincreased,sodid .

the pooloffemaleinstructors withimpres-

sive credentials. In other ways, however,

YU has been at the vanguard of change.

More than a decade ago, a worhan was .

academicvice-president atYU(Dr. Blanche
Blank). Today, the Dean of Libraries and

theDirectoroftheYUMuseumarewomen.

Today, relativelylargepercentagesof teach-
ers in the physical and social sciences are
female, as compared with otherschools.”

However, Dr. Bacon differs in one re-
spect saying, “I think what happened is
that the world has changed, and so the
university haschangedsomewhatwithit.

" Theremaybe peopleatthistiniversity who

would dispute this, butl cannotbelieve we
were the leaders and at the:forefront of

: mvolvmgwomenmexecutlveposxtlonsat

this university. My sense is that it hap-
pened elsewhere first and the uruver51ty
took note and decided that maybe itwas

worth a try. 1 do believethat when Dr.

Lammappo;ntedmeas dean,hehadglven
thesearchcommitteeachargethathewant-

* edtohaveawomandean. I can’tsay that
" he sald he wouldn’t con51der anybody .

else...

TheImportance of Wonien

Dr. Baconsupports Dr. Lamm’sinterest
in a woman administrator at Stern, and

firmly believes that womenmust remain -

the administrators of Stern College. “The

- factthatwomen arein this administration

makesforacertain comfortzoneamong the
students. Students are comfortable going
to women administrators, because they
alsoseethem asrole models; they feel they
canexpresstheirown concemsabouthow
theyaregoingtojuggletheirfuture.ltdoesn’t
matterhowmany yearswomen havebeen

in thework force or occupying prominent

positions in professional fields, we still
feel the pain and the challenge of putting
together a professional life and a family
life- this is not simple and the burden
falls notexclusively, butheavilyon wom-
en and not on men.”

Notall YUwomen work atStern Col-
lege. Ms. Gladys Cherny is President
Lamm'’s administrative assistant and

righthand womanandcanbefoundatthe
‘Uptown Campus. Some have called her

“themostinfluentialwomanin theUniver-" *
sity,” a charge which shejokingly denies. -

Chernyhas dealtwith theentirespectrum
of YU: students, faculty, and administra-
tion.Shealso feelsthatwomenplay avital
role, “Since I've been here there have al-
waysbeenwomenwho areinvolvedinthe
-decisionmaking process. Ithmktheyarea
superasset formoststudents ’

i Old-Ath_t_udes DieHard ‘

+ While Cherny hasnever experienced
anynegativereactiontohergender, oth-
ersindicate thisis notyetagender-blind
institution: “I have noticed significant
stylistic differencesbetween meetingsat

whichIamtheonly womanand thoseat,

which there is a more even mix,” noted

- Dean Bacon, “Consensus building and

focusing on substance are important to
me. Grand-standing and jockeying for
powerarenot. Atmeetingswherewom-
enareunder-represented, the discussion
oftentakes onnegativequalitiesmaking
itdifficulttoachievereal progress. Ihave
always believed thatin anenvironment
wherethereisself-respectand respect for

others, there will be no desire or need to .
. put someoneelse down. We don’t have

thatenvironmentyet, and thus, regretta-
bly,condescensionisstill aliveand well.
And'yet,Ifind thatmtellectually thereis

. arecognition of the major contributions
women;,atalllevels from theBoardtothe

"students; can and do make to the prob-

. Temsolving arid decisionmaking of the
University. Hereisa case whereattitudes.

lag behind reality.”

* Asasociologist, Dr. Schneider agreed..

“Does this [the recent changes]mean YU

female faculty members are free of the

conflicts whichothersfacein otherinsti-
tutions of higherlearning? Probably not.
In many ways, YU is a microcosm of the
largerworld: Inaddition toissuesraised
above, YU women faculty members may
alsohave to face—like their peers outside

these colleges— personal issues such as.

child care, potential dissonance between
public versusprivatemanagementstyles,
and occasionalsexistremarksbyextremist
holdovers fromthe ‘old school.”

So what does the future hold for the
women at Yeshiva University? Thereare
some positions openon the main campus
and other positions that mightopenupin

thenear future.”"Wasawomanconsidered -

or would a woman be considered for [the
deanshipof] YeshivaCollege?I think there
was a lot 6f openness in the committee to
considereffectivepeople,” said Bacon.”Do
Inememberanywomenbemgmtemewed’
I can’t say-that T do. Would a woman be
considered for the assistant deanshlp" I

YC Professor Dr. Mareleyn Schneider

have certainly

* heard no one say
it'soutoftheques-
tion,

“On ‘the Vice
Presidential level
absolutelywomen
should be consid-
ered-itsanadmin-
istrative level.
There are women
bankers there
couldbewomenfi-
nancial vice presi-
dents, there are
women physi-
cians, there are
womenwhocould
be the dean of the

med;calcollegeandmerefombeavmepml-
dent.Soldon’tthinkthereisanyoneexcluded

- and I don't think the university intends to

excludewomen from thosepositions.

“As I say, we at this university, were
slow to come upon the value of women
admuustratorsandInmagmewe’llbeslow
to come upon the value of women vice

. presidents,butwehad one,and I expectin

thefuturewewillhavewomenvicepresi-
dents again.”

However, that is probably as far as
womenwillgo, asDr. Schneider explains
“Can a woman become president of this
university? Again probably not. This is

-not,though evidence of a “good old boy” -

network at work or a sign of discrimina-
tion. Inits uniqueincarnationasa yeshiva
and university.. The job description re-
quires this principal executive to be the
RoshHa'Yeshiva,a positionnotcurrently
opentoQrthodoxwomen.,”

Ms. Chernyalsofeels thereis a limit to
what women will accomplish, “I don’t
think there will ever be a problem with
anotheér woman vice-president.” shestat-
ed, “ThoughI'llitell you we willnothavea
woman Rabbi, nor do I think we should,”
sheadded.

Many women voice concerns about the

- uptownstudentbody and how they regard

women. “Thereis nosexistmindsetamong
students. Afewhavejokedaboutbeingmale
chauvinists and evén fewer are serious die-

“hardsintheirbeliefthatwomenhavenoplace

exceptinthehome,” commentedSchneider.
“Basedoninformationl'vereceivedfrom
recentY Cgraduates, IthinkmostYCstudents
arenotonly comfortable with the advances
women have made in the work place, but
would bewilling toemotionally and practi-
callysupporttheirwivesintheircareer choic-
esand alsobe proud of motherswhochoose
toworkthehome. But, notsurprisingly, there
has also been a backlash —fueled by some
who believe the troubles in thé world are
caused by women in the marketplace who
should be at the hearth taking care of the
young. What number or percentage of YC
studentsfeel thiswaylhavenoidea.Butldo
believe these folk arein the minority.”
“Yeshiva College students have been a
littleslow to catchontothe concéms and the
aspirations of modem orthodox women,"”
summarized Dean Bacon, “Bothintermsof
whattheyhavetoofferto theircommunities

- and careersbutalso in terms of their Jewish

leaming,Ithastakenawhileformentocatch
onthatwomenareinterested in theintellectu-
al challenge of Torah and in the kind of
contributiontheycanmaketotheTorahworld
by virtue of their learning. Notall men have

. beenable tounderstand whatthat means to

a woman in that its a very personal and
important part of her life. If she’s chosen a
schoollikeStern Collegeshe’sinvestinghuge
numbersofhourslearningTorah.Mendon't
quiteunderstand what to make of that.”
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people who want to grow in Judaism,
pand therefore theanswerdoesnothaveto
be 'no’ necessarily; theanswercansome-
fimes be ‘yes’.”

RabbiKrausscited theexampleofthe
push for Bat Mitzvah’s in 19th century
(Germany as an example of a recent evo-
Jution in Judaism which though at first
ronsidered suspect by Rabbinic author-
jties due to the rebellious nature of its
proponents, is now widely accepted by
Rabbis concerned for“thesensitivityofa
girl to grow and develop spiritually, to
make sure that she too is taken into the
realm of Avodas Hashem."”
“Ibelievethatthe girlsin Stern College
who could be in Barnard, Columbia, or
Yale, and cometo Stern College because
Btern College is a place of Torah,” said
Rabbi Krauss. “I think that those girls

Febelliousness......They ask because
omehow theyfeel their spmtual growth
illbe helghtened by the Megilah read-
ng for women.”
Whenaskedbyanaudiencememberif
is Halachic opinion on the issue of
omen’sMegilahreading would change
'In a situation such as the one at Stern
College where thewomenare committed
o Halachic ]udalsm, Rabbi Cohen re-
,ponded “The women of Stern College
"have Rabbi Lamm Let him decide what

Hoedbuaa i -,L..h..._ \_‘x)

" ."_ T ‘_f,,:..,;‘ s Tl Arares o bl

Hon't ask for Megilah readmg becauseof

raf !lfh]un‘; i s f

Women’s Megilah Reading Debated

continued from page one

Letter SentToRabbiLammSeeking
PermissionforWomen’s Megilah Read-
ing

Stern College Juniors Rachel Leiser
and Nitzan Pelman decided tofollow the
advice of Rabbi Cohen and actually sent
aletter dated February 24toRabbiLamm,

President and Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva .

University, requesting permissiontocon-
ducta women'’s Megilahreading atStern
College. Leiser and Pelman attached the
names of 175 students of Stern College
who supported their efforts to bring a
women'’s Megilah reading to Stern. -

Pelmanemphasized, ” Allthesewom-
enwould not necessarily participateina
woman'’s Megilah reading, but they all
wantittobepresentedas aviableoption
inStern for those who desire it.”

In their letter, Pelman and Lejser
present their case fora women’s Megi-
lah reading at Stern. The letter states,
“Many students have previously par-
ticipated in woman'’s Megilah reading
both at home and abroad, and there is
a great interest on their part in-their
continuing this tradition. The firmly

_established Halachic view that allows

for such kriot [readings] is supported

_.by Roshei Yeshivain YU as well as other
Yeshivot throughout the United States
- and Israel.. Additionally, .} Rabbamm at
.. Stern, College for, Women have taught

Vl"w m'g !f": Hptat BB TS R A

and learned these issues with us. Unde-
niably, thereis both supportand encour-
agement to be found within the faculty
Yeshiva University for such a reading.”

Theletter then addresses the motiva-
tions of thosewomen at Stern who want
a women’s Megilah reading. “Many
women are propelled to take an active
part in the kriah by their commitment to
gaining an ever-increasing connection
to the Megilah and the holiday of Purim
itself....By providing theoptionofawom-
en’s Megilah reading at Stern college,
Yeshiva University would reaffirm its
positive commitment to supporting its
students in their upholding of the integ-
rity of Halakha.”

_ “Ibelieve that a women's. Orthodox
institution should supportanactiverole
for women within the framework of
Halachic Judaism,” explamed Pelman.
“Because therearemany Halachicsourc-
es which undeniably support women'’s

.Megtlah reading, there is noreasonsuch

an option should not. be offered to the
womenofStern.”
RabbiLammresponded toPelmanand

: Lelser srequestwithaletter of his own.

In his reply, Rabbi Lamm pointed out
that women’s Megilah reading has far
fromunanimous approval from Halach-
icauthorities. The President of the Uni-
ver51ty expressed hlS fear that ”Schedul-

() {; s

e

MY Om

“menttoJudaism,” they donot “takeany

‘then stiggests, “Those students whd

city.

?rerecephve to students w1shes .
ctfu

College for Women can only lead to thg
kind of divisiveness that we have hereto
fore successfully avoided at Stern Col-
lege.”

Theletter then described the functions
of theundergraduate programsof Yeshi-
va University. Rabbi Lamm wrote that
although Stern College and Yeshiva
University attempt to “expose its stu-
dents to high level Jewish studies and
ethics which will enhance and intensify
students understanding of and commit-

formal role in deciding Halachic issues
foritsstudents.” Rabbi Lamm therefore
concluded, “we take no position as an
institution on matters of controversy
amongst Halachic authorities.”
Though apparently not espousing
aninstitution-wide policy, Rabbi Lamm

want a women'’s Megilah readmg may
avail themselves of opportumtles todog
so in a) number of Synagogues m the
Pelmiari was not surprised by Rabb

Lamm’s reply. “Thoughl wasn't ex-

pecting a positlve response,” " Pelmian
explained, “I felt it was 1mp0rtant that
the facultybemadeawarethat thereare
students in Stern College who want a
women'’s Megilah reading, so that per-

haps in future years the school will be

13650107 e it
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Pre-Professionalism at YU: The Pitfalls of Profit

Let us speak with candor, for we only
criticizewhatwecarefor. Yeshiva Univer-
sity is rapidly evolving into a vocational
school, dominated by its pre-med, pre-law,
and (most of all) pre-business programs.

Accordingtofigures from the Office of
theRegistrar,inthedecadeoftheSySyms
School of Business’ existence, it has
grown from constituting 16 %ofthe Main
Campus undergraduate student popu-
lation in 1987, to making up approxi-

" mately 40% ofthe campus this year, with
thebulkofthe growth occurringoverthe
past four years. The statistics are quite
significant and distressing: while the
campus, asa whole, experienced fruitful
growth during the past decade, Yeshiva
Collegeactually shrunkin thesame peri-
od. And, by all accounts, this trend will
likely continue at anever faster rate.

This descent into pre-professionalism
(i.e.the tendency to planone’s academic
study around one’s futureemployment)
isevidenced as well by choice of major;by
theprimaryfield of study. Whereas dur-
ing this academic year there are 107 Ac-
counting majorson the uptown campus,

therearebut22 English majors -Thereare

105 Finance majors, but only 8 Philoso-
phy majors; 52 Marketing majors along-
side 3 Classics majors. The crucial pillar

tualexcitementand exploration;itreduces
itsyoungadherentstodispensablecogsin
thetechnocraticsocietalmachinery;andit

of liberal arts here is crum- =
bling, and with it, any |
unique mission this univer-

sity still retains. L

1'helps demote Torah
'} U’'Madda from powerfully
challengingideologytosub-
stanceless public relations

Buthow canwespeakin |
a place where thevoices of |:

slogan and arcane abstrac-
tion.

giants echo still? Dr. Sam-
uel Belkin 2’/, President of Yeshiva Uni-
versity from 1943 to 1975, artlcu]atmg

fprecnsely this mission, declared in his

inauguraladdress: “Jewishtraditionhas
thereforeemphasized thatleamingis not
to be pursued for its material value or a
self-regarding motive, but rather for its
own sake. Knowledge, above all, must
serveas a means for the formation of an
improved personality which looks be-
yond the temporal and transient to the
eternaland permanentinlife. The end of
education should be the cultivation of
the intellectual and spiritual values; the

"bringing tothe maximum development

of the moral potentnahtles inman.”
- ) 'teudemlctoYUalone,excess1vepxe-
Rioke ,} al;gglsubdueseclectlcmteuec-

years part-tirme -

aof requived
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EiG How impoverished,
then, is the student whose entire under-
graduatecareerisdevoted not tospiritu-
al edification or broad intellectual en-
richment, but only to the narrowly prac-
tical exigencies of future employment?
How withered and desiccated theeduca-
tionwhichisneveranend untoitself, to
be savored and enjoyed, but is always
condemned to be a mere means to some
other, alwaysreceding end?
Wecannotexpressthismorecogently
than Rabbi Dr. Lamm, who, already in
his investiture address of 1976, decried
the “unfortunate linkage, both explicit
and implicit, between education and
material rewards. . . It is offensive, self-
defeating, and dangerous tolink career
trammg with the purpaée of study, to

thien ol

confuse culture with professionalism, to
identify the beneficial economic conse-
quences of theeducational enterprise as
itsproper motives.”
Ofcoursehonestlabor (ymmanut) can
be intrinsically valuable, and of course
frumJews should enter the professional
work force. Butwithoutbelittling yishuvo
shel olam as “bourgeois,” let us discrim-
inate between the tedious mundanities
ofworkand thejoyous profundities of an
authentically lived Judaism. Without
abandoning thecautiouscounsel of pru-
dence, let us for oncelive for, and in the
immediate present. Without disparag-
ingthe generosity of tomchei Torah, letus
vow to bow no more to the idol of Mam-

" monortothebustof Syms. And without

succumbing to elitist arrogance, let us
firmly rejectthe mediocrity ofeducation-
al utilitarianismin favor of pursuing the
noble vision of learning lishma.
Afterall, whoistosaythatthesuccess-
ful assimilation of our finest youth into
corporate America,withits pervasiveide-
ology of materialism and its culture of
commercialconsumerism, isnotthemost
subtly dangerous é‘ssimxlahonrof all‘hl b

ened?

' about this stuff.
Alfew hefofil hinfs

price.
do it right.
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To theEditor, .

Whendiscussing thisletter withsome

of my friends, [found analmost uniform

opinion on the decision.to write. They

asked: “Why. would you start?" “Why
earnyourselfabad reputation?" and”Do
you realize what you are doing?" Ihad
apparently forgotten that arguing with
the monolithic voice of the Yeshiva was
completely unacceptable. I had forgotten
thatpersonal expressionordissentwould
hurt my reputatiori and my shidduch op-
portunities, After all, the concept of
“These and these are the words of the
Lord" does not apply to students of the
Yeshivaarguing with the opinion of the
Yeshiva. It is perhaps this point, more
thanany particular event or issue, which
inspired me to write this.

There is a certain religious political
correctness in the Yeshiva. Members of
both the faculty and the student body
often throw up their arms in frustration
ratherthianopenlyarguewithor criticize
any statements orideas emanating from

the Yeshiva. This correctness extends so
far that it has been and is considered ac-

ceptable for faculty members to pressure
studentstochangetheiropinionsand stanc-,
es on controversial issues that arise. Itis
thisverynotionthatbothersmemost; when
hashkafah becomesconfused withhalacha,
opmlons will beconfused for fatwas.
There have been several issues in the
last few months that have gained particu-
lar attention in YU. The conference on
Feminism and Orthodoxy, involvement
with Edah, participation in the Meorot
scholars program, and the Beit Midrashin
Englewood havebeenparticularly contro-
versial. Oneoftheobjectionsthathavebeen
raised (which Idonot takelightly)is that-
we must not allow illegitimate ideas or
movements topermeateOrthodoxJewry. -
Nonetheless, this is not the only issue at
hand. These programs have indirectly
criticized YU. By addressing the needs of
the modern orthodox community, as YU
oncedid, theorganizationshaveinadvert-
ently criticized YU. If members of the fac-
ulty in the Yeshiva are disturbed by these
movements, perhaps theyshould takethese
movements’ messageasawarning. Y Uis
notfulfillingits purpose;itisnotmakinga
liveand vibrantmodernorthodoxcommu-

nity. In YU, Torah.U’Maddahis a journal,

alectureseries, and aslogan,butnotalive

- andvibrantmovement. Itisnottheseorga-

nizations thatcriticizethisinactionbutour

Sages who said, “Say littleand domuch."

Many of therecentcontroversies have
been over .programs associated with
Edah. My ownopinion, if Iwere toformu-
late one, on this organization is irrele-
vantto this letter. Whatisimportantisto
discuss the issues at hand. This organi--
zationreceivessignificantfunding from
Michael Steinhardt, whois closely affil-
iated withIrving Greenberg. Many have

said thatthe involvementofIrving Green- -

bergisdangerous;he mighthaveastrong

‘influence onthe organization’s policies.

This is a legitimate concern, but it is im-
portanttonotethatthismoneywasgiven
in an unconditional manrer. Still some
would claim that itlegitimizes fringeel-
ements. Thisisalegitimate concern, but
Ithink that there arethree things to keep
in mind. First, At what price will we
object to the spread of Torah? Is politics
more important thanreligion? Second,
before the University begins examining
another organization’s policy on accept-
ing donations, perhaps YU should check
ifitsown pohc1es are faultless? Does YU
carefully examine all of its donations?
Third; would those whohaveraised the
objectionsnot takesalarylfYUwerefund-
ed byMr. Steinhardt? . . ‘

Ifmembers of the faculty feel the need
to express their disapproval for Edah or
any other organization, 'they should do
)ust that. Instead of pressuring students
inprivate or makingfunofthese organi-
zations they shouldstate their objections
tothepublic. Similarly,ifmembersofthe
faculty dlsagree with this monolithic
voicecreeping outof the Yeshiva, thenlet
themsayso. Why mustourinstitutionbe.
embarrassed in the Jewish Week because:
nooneiswillingtospeakup. TheJewish*
communityhasarighttoknow thatmany .
of the students and teachers donotagree
with theserecent statements.

My mussar is equally inwardly and:
outwardly directed. Perhapsitistimefor
ourcommunity,ontheeve of this Purim, ;
aday oftencompared to Yom Kippir, to.
do some introspection. Weshould emu-

late the ways of Mordechai, of * seekmg -

the good of his people, and speaking’
peace to all his seed.” (Esther 10:3) '

Raphéel Shorr '
YC99 -
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Intramural Basketball

BY COMMENTATOR SPORTS STAFF

During last semester’s season the top
teams clearly established their domi-
nance. This semester, the acquisition of
new players and blockbuster trades has
resulted in greater parity in the league.
We at The Commentator assure you that
this ranking system will ease concern
and satisfy the curiosity of our avid fans
and readers.

Power Poll Rankings

Timberwolves- This is the team to
beat with their powerful front line and
greatoutside shooting.

Knicks- A buff frontlineand a 1-2-3
punch of Goldberg, Parver, and Hecht
could allow this team to return to the
championships.

Celtics- Rosenbaum, Rockoff, and
Cutler remind Celtichaters ofBlrd Micha-
el, and Johnson.

Lakers- The Lakers improved their
status by routing the Cavaliers 60- 40.

76ers-ChaimZakheimwhoisthelead-
ing scorer in the league makes this team
a force tobe reckoned with.

Cavaliers- Their internalstrife causes
this team problems, yet they have the
talent to go all the way.

Raptors-Onanygivennight thisteam
can pull out a victory.

‘Grizzlies- The suspension of Ami
Rosen hasgreatly hurtthis team’s chanc-
es.

joining the WBL unless Daniel Lowe
decides to make a comeback.

" Player of the Week: Avi Dzik of the

Celtics contributed 16 points, eight re-

bounds, and sevenassistsina three point
loss to the Cavaliers.

Game to Watch: Knicks vs. Celtics.
Expecta close and exciting gameirithis
match-upbetweenthe#2and #3 ranked
teams. Knicks will be runningnew plays
implemented by Coach Ron Markovitz
during the countless hours of practice.

Wrestling Team Suffers from Glut of
Injuries, Ends Season on High Note

BYELLIOT GANCHROW

It has certainly been a rough year for

the YU wrestling Macs. From thebegin- -

ning of their season, the “Ellmen”, as
they are colloquially referred to, have
had todeal with the frustrations of inex-
perienceand a plague of injuries. While
this year’s lineup consisted of a number
of veteran wrestlers, many of them sus-
tained various injuries earlier in the sea-
‘son, while the beginner wrestlers bal-
anced both the unexpected time pres-

suresof personal developmentand pub-

licperformance,

The wrestling team, which begins its
intensive training regimen in the begin-
ning of September, unexpectedlysuffered
from a series of shoulder injuries to both
veteran and novice wrestlers alike. As a
result, the lineup altered and where the
team was originally strong, suddenly
found itself with empty weight classes.

Yehuda Wolf and Amichai Erdfarb
both spent the majority of this past sea-
son on the sidelines. Team captain Avi

Ellman, sustained a near crippling rota- -

. tor cuff injury back in September, and
had to miss the entire season. In a last
ditch efforttoavoid surgery, Ellman cur-
rently undergoesintensephysical thera-
py every day. Itis expected that Ellman
will step back on the matby the summer
months, perhaps.in time for the Empire
State Games.

Coaches Ostrow, Ellman, and Shwit-
zerdealt with the potentially disastrous
situation of injured veterans by focusing
on the new wrestlers in order that they
become“wrestle-ready” forthematches,
They also developed a special program
for the team, which will hopefully.avert
such a glut of injuries in the future.

Despitealack ofexperienceamong the
beginner competitors, through much
hard training, and strong coaching by
Ellmanand Ostrow, thebeginners devel-
oped atastonishing speed. And while it
may have taken nearly an entire season,

the team has finally developed into a

-strong cohesivesquad. They showed that

growth attheirlatest post seasoncompe-

tition, the Eastern Collegiate Wrestling -

Invitationalat Lafayette College. Teams
fromMarylandto Vermont comipeted, in
the tournament. First year and veteran
wrestlersalike placed intheir respective
weight classes, impressing both specta-

* torsand competitors.

Among those impressed was none

-other thanCoach Ostrow, who feels that

eachwrestlércompeted betterin thetour-
nament than anyother match during the
season.” Everymatchthey wrestled, they
became that much better. Despite some

'cr‘ushing losses, they held their focus,

and continued to concentrate on their
skills. Their efforts are.finally showing
strong results. They are different wres-
tlers when they competenow.”

Some of the outstanding performanc-
es of the team at the tournament includ-
ed, Captain Donny Thurm, whowon3rd
place, AviGoldinand Daniel Lowey who
each one won 3rd place as well, and
Avery]Jutkowitzand Michael Zeidel who
each won 4th place. Each one wrestled
cloge matchesthroughoutthetournament.
Some of this year's highlight wrestlers:

1451bs- AronRobin, who throughout .

the season consistently wrestled close
matches, stunned the crowd at SUNY
Maritimeby pinning his opponeént, a se-
nior champion, during the first period.
125Ibs AviGoldinand Avery ]utkow1tz,
-Goldina firstyearwrestler andJutkow-
itzanexMTA wrestler both proved tobe
strong competitors throughout the sea-

son. 1711bsAriel Shiloh-exwrestler from

Frischhigh school, came down from 200

Ibs to 171 by the post season tourna-

ments: Shiloh devoted much of his time
helping his old high school team train,
Ellie Kopstick - from Canada, first year
wrestler, quickly developed his skillson
themat, as he started competing against
opponentswhohad nearly tenmore years
experience.

Clippers- This team should consider

SPO
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- A Hoopster’s Dream:
‘March Madness

BYSTEVEN ZOMBEK

It's that time of year again otherwise
known asMarchMadness,and noithas
nothing to dowith midtermsor the fact
that we have been in school for the past
seven months- It's college basketball’s
versionof theplayoffs.

Three weeks of nonstop action culmi-
nating with the NCAA Final Four and
National Championship in Indianapo-
lis on March 31 have gotten underway
featuringNBA prospects like All-Ameri-
cans Tim Duncan, Keith Van Hom, Ron
Mercer,Jacque Vaughn, and many others.

_This tradition rich tournament con--

tinues to be the focus of the sporting
world for two entire weeks: Pools have

: been set up ¢ on cam_Euses and ofﬁces_

Peina o d Sk

worldwide. Just a little warning to the

faculty: Attendance will be'slightly be-

low normal during March Madness so
just letit slide and say Go MACS!!! (Oh
well, say it:anyway!) The tournament
climaxes onMarch31, witha “Champi-
onship Party” at Weissberg Commons
sponsored by the YCSC. As usual, the
game will be shown on blg screen TV
with free Dougie’s wings and hoagies.

Steve's Picks-

Pretenders: Cincinnati., Minnesota,

Clemson, WakeForest -

Sleepers: College of Charleston, Provn-
dence

Final Four: Kentucky, Kansas, North

| Carolma, UCLA

Champs Kansas N -

Softball Intramurals
Underway

‘sYRoNMagrkovirz

After numerousattemptsby students
inrecentyearstostartasoftballintramu-
ralleague, Benjamin Neikrug, withhelp
from the Athletic Department’s Stan
Watsonand Steve Young, finally took the
ideaand madeitareality. Thefourteams-

" Buskin’sSpareParts, Neikrug’s Tzionim

Datiyim, Levine's Zrizus, Finberg's Az-
tecs-havebegun toplay Friday mornings

- and afternoonsinCentral Park. Neikrug,

afraid thatit would be hard to get a field
in the park, applied for a permit in early
Novemberoflastyear. YUwas awarded
use of Field North Meadow 1 right off
100thStreet. Onlyfour teams wereestab-
lished due to the uncertainty that there
would beinterest in playing on Fridays.

Two weeks ago, on a perfect day for
skiing, YU students were ‘out in their
skivvies pounding softballs and shag-

gingflies. Levine's Zrizus beatFinberg's
Aztecs 5-4 in a game of “can you top
this?” Matt Diamond tied up the ball
game at four a piece in the fifth with a
three-runhomertorightfield. The game
had everything from trash-talking to

puddle-swimming. One player got .

beaned-in the head when the catcher
unsuccessfully tried to throw the ball
back to the pitcher and missed badly.

Fortunatelynoonewasseriouslyhurt. In
the other matclv-up, Neikrug’s Tzionim -

Datiyim clobbered Pres. Buskin’s Spare .
Parts 27-5. With no mercy rulein effect,
this game was over very early.
Theleagueis lookmgforstudentswho
wouldliketoumpire forcredit.Ifinterest- -

ed, contact Benjamin Neikrugor the ath-

leticofficein RubinHall. All studentsare
welcomeat thegames towatch: andcheet
ontheir Bronx Bomber wannabe frlends

play.
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