August 23,1997/ 21 Av 5757

The Official Undergraduate Newspaper of Yeshiva College

Record Enrollment
Leads to Creation of
“Independent
Housing Program”

BY MORDECHAI FiSHMAN

The Fall ‘97 semester is
shaping up to seta record in
enrollment forcing the Of-
fice of Residence Halls to
place students in apartment
buildings neighboring the
YU campus in lieu of hous-
ing them in the dormitories.

The Dean of Admissions,
Michael Kranzler, conser-
vatively estimates that there
will be approximately 1060
undergraduate male stu-
dents on the uptown cam-
pus. The three dorms cur-
rently in use can only hold
roughly 845 students. In ad-
dition, instead of the aver-
age 78 to 82 percent of stu-
dents who usually request
University housing, this
year it is estimated that 89
to 93 percent of students
haverequested that the Uni-
versity provide them witha
roof over their heads. To
compound matters, an un-
derstanding between YCSC
and the administration pre-
cludes using the student
lounges as residential space.

The combination of the
above mentioned factors
and the lack of dormitory

The Apartment Building on 187th Street, Designated as Home to the

space forced University ad-
ministrators to scramble to
attempt to find a solution to
the housing crisis. Because
of the rolling nature of en-
rollment, the magnitude of
the problem was not clari-
fied until the last moment,
leaving little available time
to search for alternative
options.

To alleviate the overflow
in the .dormitories, the Of-
fice of Residence Halls des-
ignated two apartment
buildings, one at 475 West
186 Street, and another at
480 West 187 Street, as the
“Independent Housing Pro-
gram.” According to Efrem
Nulman, Dean of Students,
these apartment buildings
are not owned by Yeshiva
University, but the Univer-
sity controls the leases to a
number of apartments.
These apartments were pre-
viously occupied by Smicha
students, and will now be
filled with undergraduates
chosen by the Office of Res-
idence Halls.

The exact number of stu-
dents to be housed in these
apartmentsis stillunknown,

Continued on page 10
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RIETS Celebrates Centennial
Anniversery

BY NIR KNOLL

On May 28, 1997, approxi-
mately 800 members of the
Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theo-
logical Seminary (RIETS)
and Yeshiva University fac-
ulty assembled at the Grand
Hyatt in New York City to
celebrate the Centennial
anniversary of RIETS. The
joyous evening consisted of
a Centennial Convocation
and dinner.

During the convocation,
RIETS presented 161 Cen-
tennial Medallion Awards
to major supporters and
their families in recognition

‘of cumulative contributions

of $100,00 to $5 million that
have sustained the institu-
tion over the past 100 years.
In addition, during the Din-
ner, 348 Centennial Awards
were given out to support-
ers who have contributed
between $25,000 to $99,999.

Robert M. Beren, a mem-
ber of the YU Board of Trust-
ees and general chairman of
the event, was the principal
recipient of the highest Cen-
tennial Medallion Award,
the Platinum version. Also,
as sole trustee of the Israel
Henry Beren Charitable
Trust, named for his late
uncle, Beren formally an-
nounced the endowment of
the Israel Henry Beren In-

stitute for Higher Talmudic
Studies at RIETS. Dr. Abra-
ham M. Mann, Director of
Development for RIETS, ex-
plained that the “institute’s
objective is to produce ex-
cellent Rabbinic leaders and
talmidei chachamim with
extensive knowledge of the
Jewish community, leader-
ship abilities and broad gen-
eral knowledge of Torah.”
As the evening pro-

gressed, Rabbi Sholom Klass, .

founder of the Jewish Press,
received the Lifetime
Achievement in Journalism
Award for his support of
Jewish education. In addi-
tion, a presentation was
made to the families of Ju-
lius and Meyer Berman in
recognition of their estab-
lishment of the Rabbi
Henoch and Sara D. Berman
Chair in Talmud at the RI-
ETS affiliated Caroline and
Joseph S. Gruss Institute in
Jerusalem. Rav Aharon Li-
chtenstein, the director of
the Gruss Institute and Rosh
Yeshiva of Gush, is the in-
augural occupant of this
newly endowed chair. The
program was also highlight-
ed by prayer recitals from
Cantors Sherwood Goffin of
Lincoln Square Synagogue
and Joseph Malovany of the
Fifth Avenue Synagogue.
Both are also faculty mem-
bers at RIETS’ Philip and

Sarah Belz School of Jewish
Music.

Also honored was Rabbi
Norman Lamm, President
and Rosh Hayeshivaof YU,
on the occasion of his 20*
year as president of YU and
RIETS. He delivered a Cen-
tennial Address concerning
the current and future mis-
sion of RIETS. Rabbi Lamm
noted that “we who study
and teach at Yeshiva essen-
tially live in a private com-
munity—a marvelous en-
clave, one of study and
thought and research, of vi-
brant ideas and creative
concepts and novel inter-
pretations and spiritual
growth, allonthe very high-
est levels. But it is an en-
clave, not a cave; we are
not hermetically sealed off
from the world.” Rabbi
Lamm also stated that “un-
questionably, the great mis-
sion and prime emphasis of
RIETS is Torah lishma—'the
study of Torah for its own
sake’... Our credo is and
must remain that Torah is
the highest and most sub-
lime ideal of Am Yisroel,
that study of Torah is the
noblest occupation, that the
Torah way of life is worthy
of the most demanding sac-
rifice.” However, he ex-
plained that the “Torah is
not incompatible with a cre

Continued on page 1]



Participation

Few undergraduate students bear the same academic burdens as a
student in Yeshiva Univeristy. While other collegians may spend three
hours a day in a dassroom, a YU student can easily spend three times
that amount attending class. He not only adds a significant amount of
school-work outside the dassroom, but reduces the time available for
him to complete this work.

Yet, extra-curricular life on campus continues to thrive. We have
clubs and societies for every person and every interest. All you have to
do is figure out which ones you will enjoy or which ones can help you
grow. Participation is as easy as showing up to the event of your
choosing.

For those with a little more motivation, participation is not limited
to mere attendance. The opportunity to plan, organize, and supervise
the events alongside your fellow students is open to all with a sense of
responsibility. The contributions you make to your club or society
benefits everyone attending the event, creating an extra-curricular
atmosphere which in turn benefits the entire student body.

of the opportunities provided by all the extra-curricular activities.

POSITIONS
AVAILABLE

IF YOU WOULD LIKE T0 PARTICIPATE
IN THIS YEAR'S COMMENTATOR,
PLEASE JOIN US ON

TUESDAY
SEPTEMBER 2 @ 10:15 PM
IN THE MORG
BEIT MIDRASH
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YCSC PRESIDENT

SRULL TANNENBAUM

I would like to welcome all.new

‘students to Yeshiva University. - 1

hope you find your stay here an en-
joyable and satisfying one. Also a
hearty welcome backtoall returning
students. This year promisestobean
exciting one for he Yeshiva College
Student Council and the student
body.

Over the summer months we have
been hard at work preparing for ori-
entation and encourage all students
to take advantage of the activities
beingoffered over the first few weeks
of school. A tremendous thank you

~ goes to Orientation Chairman Dror

Barber and his entire staff for their

amazing efforts. I would also like to -

extend my appreciation to The Office
of Student Services, their assistance
has made it possible for all new stu-
dents toreceive free T-shirts and for
YCSC to offer the incredible array of
orientation activities for student ben-
efit. Also I would like to.thank Dean
Michael Kranzler and The Office of

Admissions for their assistance.-

Addtionally I'd like to thank last
year’s president Jason Buskin for his
help.

Rest assured Orientationis just the
beginning of an exciting year of pro-
grams and activities. YCSC is begin-
ning to plan for the entire year and
will shortly be budgeting clubs for
their activities. Also look for signs
about how you can get involved in

student government. Freshmen and
Sophomore class electxons are right
around the corner.

YCSChavealsobeen workmg with
the school on a number of campus
improvements and I am pleased to
announce that the weight room will
be refurbished in thecoming months.
Other changes to take note of are the
new acceptance of creditcardsin the
Office of- Student Finances and the
Israeli Flag which will be flying per-
manently oncampus. Theseimprove-
ments are some of the final accom-
plishments . of my predecessor and
mentor Jason Buskin and YCSC 96 -
‘97 and I would like to express my
deepest gratitude and congratula-
tionsona magnificentjob. Jason,you
are the best. Thanks for getting me
where I am today.

Now as we look ahead to this year
Iwouldlike toinvite everyoneto take
part in student council activities and
to give me your input and feedback.
Get to know membersof your student
council, we’re here to help. Have a
great year!!

Sruli Tannenbaum
YCSC President ‘97- ‘98
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Over the summer many have asked
me a seemingly simple question - what is
the purpose of The Commentator? Some-
what jokingly I often answered, “muck-
raking, yellow journalism and a bit o’
controversy,” although sometimes, for
some unfathomable reason, they took me
quite seriously.

However, realizing the gravity of this
question I should like to attempt an an-
swer in this inaugural issue of the 1997-98
school year to the readers of this finepaper.

The purpose of The Commentator is
knowledge, knowledge for the student
about that which transpires at Yeshiva
University. Obviously there will be cov-
erage of all the positive events that come
to pass - events planned by the different
clubs and councils, celebrations and com-
mencements etc. But there will also be
coverage of the negative. Not for the
purpose of muckraking or stirring up
controversy, rather to hold questionable
events and activities up to the light. Ifan
administrator commits a questionableact,
we will investigate and report on it. If a
student commits a suspect act we shall
do the same. If the dubious act is perpe-
trated by a professor or Rabbi then we
shall account for that act as well. This is
not a declaration of war, rather a promise
of knowledge, a promise of truth.

If life were a popularity contest, thenI
am sure The: Commentator would fail
miserably. Fortunately, our goal is not to
have you like us, 'though that would be
nice, rather it is to have you read our
paper with the foreknowledge that akin
to Lady Justice we strive to blindfold our

. eyes to bias and report with objectivity.

What end does this purposeserve? To
create a system of accountability for the
readers of this paper. Consequently, I tum to
youdear reader and Imake tworequests. The
first is for your input. If you have a comment
oran opinion, I demand that you let us know.
Do not let your thoughts dissipate into the
abyss of unwritten thoughts. Take the time to
writeitdownand we w1llmake1tworth your
while.

The second request is more arduous,
butI believe more gratifying. Asa news-
paper we can convey the written word,
still the written word alone is not power-
ful enough to cause change. In contrast,

Office of Placement & Career Services

Events

NOAH STREIT

you, as a reader, can bring about change.
If you find an issue that stirs your heart,
fight for it. Do not wallow in the comfort-
able bed of apathy. Attempt change, and
I believe that the satisfaction of your re-
form will make it worth your while.

Now for something a bit lighter.

We at The Commentator strive to con-
stantly better our publication, so here is a
list of enhancements and additions that
will be implemented in conjunction with
my previously stated lofty purpose:
Jews In the News - Comprehensive re-
porting on news pertaining to and/or
made by Jews on a local, national and
international level.
Cultural Section- We will continue our
explorations and reviews of the' of the
cultural aspects of Western Civilization.
This section will be expanded to encom-
pass reviews of theater, restaurants, mu-
sic and movies.
Behind Dorm Doors - A random sam-
pling of four students on pertinent issues
Classifieds - This section will provide
opportunity for students to advertise
what they would like to sell and buy for
a very minimal fee.

I would also like to take this opportu-

nity to introduce ‘and thank The Com- . |

mentator staff for the work they have

already put in and the for the insane ° lighten;
amount of work they will be putting in : | whi ir|

overthecourse of this year. Thank youto
the News Editors, Mordechai Fishman
and Adam Moses and to the Feature Ed-
itor, Nir Knoll - not to sound too syrupy
but you truly are the heart and soul of this

paper. Thanksto the Business Managers, - [

Yosef Levine and Edon Hift; ¢specially
to Yosef for the work you have putin over
the summer. Thank you to the Layout
Editor, Aylon Glaser, your crazy sched-
ule will be good practice for medical
school. Thank you to Mark Hecht and
Josh Parver who are going to rekmdle the
flame of YU athletics.

Don’t worry, almost done.

Thank you to the Executive Editor, Ari
Gruen. Finally, tomy co-editor,Mr.Kahn,
I look forward to working with you and

as far as your thanks goes, well, yougetto - It

work with me.
Finally to all YU students and admin-
istrators - welcome back to the grind!

September
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In welcoming you to Yeshlva for the 5758 (1997-98) academic year, I offer you
this urgent advice: Don't rush ‘Real education requires a degree of leisure—time -
to think, to absorb what you've learned, to understand it and criticize it-and’
evaluate it, If you try in every way to get out before you've really gotten in; you
may well emerge with a degree, but it will be fairly meamng]ess credentials .
without substance area deception. Learning is a process, not an event. Remember
that our tradition bids us to be koveia ittim le’torah, which means, literally, to set
aside times for Torah-—times, in the plural—because Torah demands not only the
timeto study thetexfbutalsotheleisureto ponder andassimilateit. Your Rebbéim
are outstanding sages who have spent long years plumbing the depths of Torah,
and you can learn from them only if you invest the time and the same kind of
' love of Torah that they brought and bring to their labors.
ris in the_u' various; disciplines..-Do not insult them by a
breathless rush’ through theu' lectures as if.théy.were the academic equivalent of
fast food the latter will ¢ glve youa belly-ache, the former a mxnd—ache, a dlsease of

W ,a'ctncal adv:ce 1t is nnportant for. you to apprecrate the
tual ami_axlolog:cal framework within which Yeshiva offers an educahon to
To. nd, permit me:-to share with you ‘several excerpts. from: al}_'

: 1e.C ' eshiva Umvermty in 1986 whrch I hope
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Midtown Center 923 (212) 340-7783
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Assistant Dean S
Position Still Vacant

- By AbAMMosEs

As the 1997-1998 academic year is
ushered in, Yeshiva College s Assistant
Dean position remains unclaimed. A
successor for acting Assistant Dean
Avery Horowitz has not been secured
and uncertainty remains as to when a
satisfactory candidate will be located.

During the previous academic year

The Commentatorreported YCDeanNor--

man Adler’s mid-semester decision to
terminate current Assistant Dean Avery
Horowitz. Horowitz, however, re-
mained in his Assistant Dean position
for the duration and is currently serv-
ing in that capacity. No indications of
formal efforts to replace him material-
ized until the conclusion of the year as
students were leaving the University
for thesummer.

Over thesummer,administratorsand
astudentadvisory panel, comprisedof a

- number of elected student leadersinclud-

ing YCSC president Sruli Tannenbaum,
interviewed four prospective candidates
for Horowitz's seat, according to Adler.
None passed the screening process.
According to Adler, the incoming As-
sistant Dean must cohere with his envi-

‘sioneddirection for thefuture of YC. This,

heelaborated, is characterized by acom-
mitment to making the Office of the Dean
“a user-friendly environment that stu-
dentscan feel comfortableapproaching.”
Additionally, Adler remarked, the future
Assistant Dean must possess the ability
to “infuse the school with intellectual
excitement.”

Adleralso indicated that ithad been
agreed that theological factorswould not
play arolein theconsideration of candi-
dates for the Assistant Dean post. This
would appear to pave the path for hiring
thefirstnon-Orthodox ornon-Jewish YC
administratorinrecent memory.

YU Graduates Place Well
Across the Board

_ ByNir KNOLL

Reports of acceptances of many YU
students to top notch graduate schools
andbusinessfirmsindicateanotherstel-
lar performanceby graduatesof thispast
year.

The final count of law school accep-

- tances has demonstrated that YU stu-

dents have successfully continued the
tradition of getting into the best law
schoolsin America. Overseven students
achieved LSAT scoresin the 99th percen-
tile and an additional six students re-
ceivedscores that placed them above the

.. 95th percentile. The mean LSAT score
|- achieved by YC/ SSSB placed it in. the
3 85thpercent11e

This year’s 1mpressxve LSAT results
translated into the acceptance of all 40
YC/SSSBapplicantstoatleast orie Amer-
ican Bar Association accredited law
school, including 4 acceptances to Har-
vard Law School, 7 acceptances to Co-

lumbia Law School, 9 acceptances to
;;NYU anth,acteptancestotheUmversn-

ty of Pennsylvania.

In addition, YU students garnered a
number of acceptances torespected med-
icalschoolsacross America. Of the 57 YU
studentswho applied toMedical schools,
46 have already been accepted. . This

- figure represents an acceptance rate of

approximately 80%. YU students were
able to securespots in some of the finest
medicalschoolsin Americawith2 accep-
tances to Yale Medical School one of

which was for its esteemed MD/Ph.D.-

program, oneacceptancetoHarvard,and
19-acceptances to AECOM.

YU students did much better on the
MCAT’sthantheydidthepreviousyear.

The average scores were 8.8 in verbal

reasoning, and 10 or more in both the
physical sciences and biological scienc-
es. This amounted to an average total
score ofjustunder thirty for thefirsttime
inthe history of YU. Thisyear, the nation-
al mean average was 8.0 on the verbal
reasoning, 8.3 on the physical sciences,
and 8.5 on the biological sciences.

Commenting on the prospects of the
upcomingsenior class, Dr. Weisbrot, the
pre-med advisor at YU, stated “that the
futurelooksvery bright.” Inaddition, Dr.
Weisbrot stated that he would continue
tomeet with the Deans of Admissions at
thetopmedical schoolsintheU.S.,ashe
has over the past 7 years, to ensure that
YUstudentsarerecognized by these pres-
tigious institutions. :

As for those students who chose to
enter the business world directly, ad-
ministrators at Sy Syms School of

‘Business report that of the 129 stu-

dents who applied for full time jobs
last year, 119 have been placed. This
amounts to a placement rate of 92%. -
Approx1mately 96% of the account-
ing graduates havereceived jobs. of
these accounting graduates, about .
half went on to join the staff of Big Six '
accounting firms. In addition, 100%
of all those students looking for work

-intheManagement Information Sys-

tems field have been successfully
placed.

Regarding the few students who
have not yet been placed, Ira Jaskoll,
Assistant Dean of SSSB explained
that, “Within amonth we should have
most of them done. Usually, we will
get close to 100% placement by Octo-
ber.” In addition, Jaskoll wished to
emphasize that SSSB “will work with

_every studentuntil they are placed.”

Tuition Via Visa

BYMoORDECHAI FISHMAN

Ushering the Office of Student Fi-
nances into the realm of electronic
payment, Yeshiva University has in-
stituted a new credit card payment
option for the Fall ‘97 semester.

Theinitiative to arrange credit card
payment was a project of the Student
Life Committee, led by then president
of YCSC, Jason Buskin. According to
Buskin, it was originally envisioned
to make the students life easier, by
allowing them to pay for minor ex-
penses such as additions to the caf
card, or fees in the Student Finance
office for matters such as transcripts
or housing. But once the system was
in place, it was broadened to include

tuition payments as well. “I am ex-

' tremely happy thatthe hard work put

in by the members of YCSC, the Stu-
dent Life Committee,and the employ-
ees of the Student Finance office has
paid off,” said ‘Buskin. “This new
system will benefit students as well
as parents for years to come.”

AccordingtoNeal Harris, Director
of the Office of Student Finances, 501
students have already utilized the
credit card option to pay their tuition,
293 uptown, and the remainder at the
Midtown campus. “I would say ithas
provided avery good payment alter-
native to a reasonable percentage of
our parents,” said Harris. “Our aim
is to provide payment alternatives,
andthisseems to have been extreme-
ly well received.”
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RIENTATION ‘97

Featuring:

Tuesday 8/26: Cruise With Dougies
Thursday 8/28: Stomp
Sunday 8/31: Great Adventure

Thursday 9/4: Yankees v. Orioles

Don’t Miss Out!

~ Be a Part of the
Greatest Orientation Ever.
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Greetings From the Deans

YC - Dr. Norman Adler

Welcome - you are about to embark
on one of the most fascinating journeys
of vour life: the systematic exploration
of the life of the mind within the meta-
physical context of Torah. Having
chosen Yeshiva College, you have made
a commitment to Jewish values and, at
the same time, to the best of what a
liberal arts education can be. Today,
America offers over two thousand in-
stitutions of post-secondary education
(with more than twelve million stu-
dents enrolled). There are liberal arts
colleges, graduate and research uni-
versities, technical schools, art insti-
tutes, music conservatories, and a vari-
ety of vocational training schools from
which the potential student may
choose. Your choice is unique; there is
no other model likeYeshiva College.

You will be offered the opportunity
to grow spiritually, psychologically,
and intellectually. We are a classic
liberal arts college - with its small size,
attention to every student, and its em-
phasis on critical thinking and writing.
We are also a research university - with
opportunitiestoexplorein depththemost
modern areas of scholarship actively in-
vestigated by world-famousscholars. We
are a pre-professional training school -
with hundreds of course entries each
year and over twenty majors and joint-
degree programs from which to choose -
all preparing you for a meaningful post-
baccalaureate career.

Any student heading for college
today must make choices. For Jewish
students, these include how one be-
comes “educated” while remaining
true to Torah values. The American
educational system, especially high-
er education, has traditionally pro-
vided ethnic groups access to the
broader society and the chance to as-
sume leadership positions therein.
The cultural cost of entrance is some-
times high though — sometimes too
high. It can lead to assimilation and
loss of established religious and cul-
tural values. At Yeshiva College, our
educational goalis tofurnishyou with
the tools to survive and succeed in
the increasingly multicultural world
of the diaspora — while nurturing
your adherence to our tradition.
There is no other school like this.

I echo what President Lamm has said;
do not rush. Savor the learning. In the
dialectic that is Torah U’madda, there
are certainly points of contact that must
be resolved. However, the reciprocal
enrichment of your religious and intel-
lectual life is the potential and the goal of
your education here.

This year we are continuing our com-
mitment to your education here.

This year we are continuing our com-
mitment to bringing you the most excit-
ing innovations inhighereducation. Your
class will be the first to have access to
our new observatory, exciting new cours-

Dear Students,

you.

ofit.

helping you succeed.

successful and rewarding year.
Harold Nierenberg, Ph.D.

| SSSB - Dr. Harold Nierenberg

On behalf of the Faculty, Staff and Administration of the Sy Syms School of
Business, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Yeshiva University. The 1997-98
academic year promises to be an exciting one for the Sy Syms School of Business
and we all look forward to making this an exciting and productive year for all of

Attending Yeshiva University is an important milestone in your life, and the
privilege of studying atthe Sy Syms School of Business provides you witha Torah
U’Madda opportunity that willlastyoualifetime. Itisup toyoutomake themost

Please d onotfail to avail yourself ofall the services wehaveto offer. Whether
itbe program guidance, career guidance, placement, or any question or problem
of a general nature, all of us at the Sy Syms School of Business are committed to

On a personal level, I am always available to any student who wishes to see
me and I welcome and look forward to meeting with you. Best wishes for a

es like the evolution of modernism in
history and political science, a chance to
interact with some of America’s finest
writers in the Gottesman Distinguished
‘Authors’ Series. This is of course in addi-
tion to your basic learning with our out-
standing Rebbeim and College faculty.'

Finally (or perhapsinitially), there is
the YU Reading Project—partof your
orientation week in which we will
gather to discuss Berthold Brecht’s
classic play Galileo. The evening de-
voted to the play is a fitting inaugura-
tion of your academic year. We will
hear dramatic readings from the text,
be addressed by President Lamm, and
become involved in a discussion of

Yeshiva University |
SY SYMS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

proudly presents

“BIG SIX NIGHT”

Meet with representatives from:
Arthur Andersen, Coopers & Lybrand, Deloitte & Touche,
Ernst & Young, KPMG Peat Marwick, & Price Waterhouse

Wednesday, September 3, 1997
Belfer Hall - Weissberg Commons
8:00 P.M.

Required of all Accounting Majors
Recommended to all Students

VAN LEAVES BROOKDALE DORM at 7:00 PM

L, :

Office of Placement & Career Services
BH 415/419 or MID 920/923
960-0845 or 340-7763/7783

~ ATTENTION SENIORS!

- Office of Placement & Career Services

presents

PLACEMENT ORIENTATION

This workshop is required for Accounting Seniors
who are interested in seeking employment after
graduation and plan on participating in our
On-Campus Recruiting Program.

Monday, September 2, 1997 at 8:00 p.m.
Belfer Hall Room 502

Bus leaves Brookdale Dorm at 7:00 p.m.
Office of Placement & Career Services

BH 419,415/MID 923,905
960-0845/340-7783,7763

the interaction between science and
religion with our faculty and our vis-
iting Nobel Laureate Roald Hoffman. -

The material presented will be uti-
lized throughout the year in various
courses; and a number of special lec-
tures and events will follow this
evening of intellectual initiation.

Let me conclude how I began - with a
welcome. The faculty and staff of Yeshi-
va College are here to help you grow and
to realize your individual potentials.
Come visit us: in the advising center,
after class, and in the numerous extra-
curricular events we have planned for
you. Together, we will make Yeshiva
College what it can be.
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\ 15% off all 15% off 15% off 15% off
" editions of Black’s all Meigs Accounting, all
! Law Dictionaries backpacks 10th Edition backpacks
'
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School’s starting-and so are the savings at Barnes & Noble 18th Street.
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AUG 24-AUG 30
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5% off
all new/used
textbooks

(not including medical books)

AUG 31-SEP 6 : SEP 7- SEP 13

(not including medical books) (not including medical books) (not including medical books)
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THREE CHANCES TO WIN 5300 WORTH OF TEXTBOOKS!
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Three lucky winners will recieve $300 worth of textbooks for the spring semester. To enter,
just fill out your name, address and phone number and drop it off at the 18th Street Barnes &

oble. The drawing will be held on September 28th at 3:00 PM. You need not be present to
win.

‘Name:
Address:
School:
PhoneNumber:

---------------- XXX TR XX LR S A AN e R Dt

SEP 14-SEP 20

5% off 5% off 5% off
all new/used all new/used all new/used
textbooks textbooks textbooks

105 Fifth Avenue at 18th Street, New York, NY 10003 Tel (212) 809-0099, Fax (212) 633-2522
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 AM-7:15 PM, Sat 9:30 AM-6:15 PM, Sun 11:00 AM-5:15 PM

Special back-to-school hpurs 9/1: 11:00 AM-6:00 PM;9/2-9/14: Mon-Fri 9:00 AM-8:30 PM

Sat 9:00 AM-7:00 PM; Sun 11:00 AM-6:30 PM

email: b&nmain@bncollege.com

Employees of Bames & Nbole and subsidiaries are not eligible

Valid YU ID card must be presented

L-——-——————---l——----————J—»-.._-—-J-——-—.._-_-_._—---J
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THE THEATER
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN

Cos

SENIORS, HAVE
YOU FILED FOR
GRADUATION?

IF NOT, PICK UP KIT
FROM THE OFFICE
OF THE REGISTRAR
ON YOUR CAMPUS
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MESSAGE From THE

.- SOY.PRESIDENT"

MENACHEM LUFTGLASS

The Haftorah of Parshas Re’eh,as oneof
the shivah d'nechemtah, has the dual task
of comforting Klal Yisroel in the aftermath
of the destruction of theBeis Hamikdash
and of providing hope for the anticipated
eventual geulah. The Haftorah includes an
assurance from the Ribono Shel Olam:
“V’chol banayich limudei Hashem, v'rav
shalom banayich” Although this promise
represents a wonderful bracha from
HKB"H, one may fail to decipher what
prompted its spedfic inclusion within the
context of the presumed goals of the Hafto-
rah. Butits relevanceisindeed obvious. The
gemara in maseches Shabbos (119a) quotes
Rav Hamnuna as teaching us that the rea-
son for the destruction and desolation of
Yerushalayim lies in the termination of the
institutionof tinokkos shelbeis rabban. Sim-
ilarly, the gemara in Yuma (9b) attributes
the subsequent destruction of the Beis
Hamikdash to the proliferation of sinas
chinam. Therefore, when HKB”H comforts
Kial Yisroel with thepromiseof impending
redemption. Hepledges thatthe reasons for
the destruction will terminateas well. Forin
order to_ensuure an ultimate geulah the
reasons for the former galus must be oblit-
erated:” V'cholbanayichlimudei Hashem'-
Hashem promises that the words of Torah
will never stop flowing from the lips of Klal
Yisroel and similarly “v’rav shalom banay-

ich’ - amity and achdus shall pervade -
throughout Klal Yisroe! signaling the.dis- -
appearance of the destructiveness ‘of smas

chmam from the national psyche : ;,

Ibeheveﬂ\atlnﬂlemlcrmm&\atlsom
Yeshwa these twin promises,of % habatzas
HaTorah and achdus represents s the two-

pronged mission of SOY. Our Yeshivaisnot

hkeany other. Thatis a function of both the
various factors that compete for our limit-

ed time and of the existence of several .
programs to acommaodate the different. v
needsofourstudmts.Butwlnleltmybe-
true that we ‘come from diverse back-

grounds with cértain divergent perspec-
tives and express a keen sense of distinct
individualism, thereisanacknowledgment
of a single, unitary hashkafa that perme-
ates the walls of our Yeshiva. That is the
acknowledgment of the centrality of Torah
in our lives.

Our mission as your studmt organiza-
tion is to buttress our Torah Institution in
the hope that it will continue to forget the
very foundation of our lives as b’nei Torah.
From the maintaining of the Batei Midrash-
im to providing extra shiurim to organizing
seforim sales to arranging for shatnez test-
ing, SOY attempts to meet the needs of the
bnei haYeshiva in order to ease thehasls
of everyday Yeshiva life. _

This year, we have &\emforebegun an
attempt at improving the general avira of
the main Beis Medrash with a refurbishing

project for its long-neglected seforim. We
have over 2000 new and recently bound
seforim thatarecunmﬂy waiting adminis-
trative action in allocating much needed
sheélf space in the Beis Medrash.
. Furthermore, we realize that there is a
genuine need for a variety of extra shiurim

to accommodate the diverse needs of our

many students. As a result, we have ar-
ranged for several new supplementary
night-time shiurim that will IY”H be avail-
able for the firsttime for all talmidei HaYe-

siva. Ranging from gemara to halachaand -

hashkafa, they will include: a daf yomi
shiur that will begin the eleventh cycle of

the daf yomiat thebegmmngof EYulz 'man,
a few halacha I'maaseh shiurim that will
focus on hilchos shabbos during the Fall
semester, a possible weekly hour- long
haskafa shiur that will cover topics that
concem bnei yeshiva, besides the preexist-
ing shiurim and chaburos from previous
years.Thope thatyouwill takeadvantageof
these new leaming opportunities during
the coming z'man so that we willbe able to

_continue sponsoring them in the future.

We hope to organize several Torah
Forums throughout the year where
Roshei Yeshivaand iavited guests will be
able to discuss various Halachic issues
that concern us in modern society. Top-
ics will range from the dealing with the
plight of the agunah to discovering the
wonders of genetic testing nd uncover-
ing the dangers of genetic manipulation.
These shiurimwill allow us to beintellec-
tually aware of the issues that present
themselves at very turn of our society.

As for immediate events, SOY’s annual
pre-z’man seforim sale is already under-
way in the basement of the Morgenstem
dormitory and will continue throughout
the orientation week and the first few days
of shiur. The sale offers the talmidim of the
Yeshiva the opportunity to chooseand pur-
chase from a wide selection of gemaros,
nslvmm and achronim as well as other

Aﬂthé Grientation seforim sale we will
bgpr,esexmngourmconungsmdentswnh
a welcoming gift. Each new student,
whether partof the early admissions pro-
gram, an incoming; freshman, an Eretz
Yisroel returnee, or an incoming Semi-
cha Student, is entitled to a complimen-
tary copy of Zichron HaRav, published a
few years agoby RIETSinmemory of Rav
.2t"]. The sefer contains a

riety,of divrei Torahwritten by several -

of the Rav’s foremost talmidim, among. -
_them many of our present Roshie Yeshi-
" va. Itis this synthesis that we would like

to pass on'to our new fellow talmidim. It
is this mesorah, from Rebbe to talmid,
that will ensure that the Torah which the
Rav personally transmitted to a multi-
tude of talmidim will continue to be a
guiding light for generations to come.
“V’chol banayich limudei Hashem,
v'rav shalom banayich.” The famous
drasha quoted at the end of maseches
Brachos: “Al tikrei Banayich (children),
elah Bonoayich (builders)” emphasizes
that the vehicle for the fulfillment of this
promise of peace and achdus rests with-
in the power of talmidei chachamim and
those engrossed with the study of Torah
whoare credited withbeing builders. On
behalf of the Student Organization of

Yeshiva I would like to officially wel-

come you for another z'man at Yeshivas
Rabbeinu Yitzchak Elchanan and to for-
mally invite you to join us in the
building process.

Itis my fervent hope that through our
attempt at reinforcing the leaming and
valuesofthe Yeshivaatmosphereour limud
haTorahand yirasshimayim will penetrate
the very walls of the Yeshiva, giving the
institution strength, as webuild it together.
With your help, the limud and achdus of
the yeshiva will, by example, be a source of
inspiration for the spread of the Torah and
peace the HKB”H pledged as part of the
ultimate nechamas Tzion ubinyan Yerush-
alayim.

1 ?lpz Commentator

August 23, 1997

MissaGE Frovi T
SSSBSA PresineNg

SIVvCHA GISSINGER

Dear Students of the Sy Syms
School of Business,

As Sy Syms begins its second de-
cade, it will hopefully continue to
carve out its niche in the undergrad-
uate business world. It has already
proven its ability to produce quali-
fied graduates who integrate their
Torah U’madda education into their
daily lives and can therefore serve as
an ohr lagoyim while functioning as
successful professionals. One signif-
icant objective of this year’s Sy Syms
Student Association is to further that
ability through the enhancement of
the already strong education and rep-
utation of the Sy Syms School of
Business.

We have set out to achieve this
end through various means. Through
our work in conjunction with the
Placement Office, a Yeshiva Univer-
sity Alumni Finance Network met for
the first time ever over this past sum-
mer. We are presently in the prelim-
inary stages of instituting a mentor-

centrate solely on juniors majoring
in finance, and will later expand to
all areas of concentration at Sy Syms.
We've also invited certain alumni to
speak on campus regarding differ-
ing issues in which they can share
their expertise and experiences. An
MIS exemption test has been created.
Students who successfully pass the
exam will be~ble to forego their ru-
dimentary MIS class in favor of more
advanced MIS studies.

In the coming weeks we will be
rigorously working to expand the per-
formance, participation, and efficacy
of the on campus Sy Syms tutoring,
and Big Brother - Little Brother pro-
grams. We will also be working with

|the Accounting Society, American

Marketing Association, Investment

)
8

ing network between alumni and stu-
dents. The program will initially con-

GRANDMA'S
COOKIE
p JAR

eal the more you W

2551 AMSTERDAM AVE. (BTWN 186-167 ST)
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10033

[212) 568-4855

Club, Joint Business Society, MIS
Society, and The Exchange to insure
that previous successes are sur-
passed in this pivotal year for Sy
Syms. Students have already begun
to work on this year’s business jour-
nal, which insure that previous suc-
cesses are surpassed in this pivotal
year for Sy Syms. Students have al-
ready begun to work on this year’s
business journal, which should
prove to be a true testament to the
quality of the Sy Syms education.

Our long-term outlook forthe year
encompasses the establishment of
several other developmental and ed-
ucational programs on campus that
will hopefully provide for an under-
standing of and experience with the
business world.

For the ensuing academic year tobe
as successful as we all hope it to be,
the critical ingredient will be student
involvement. From that end I sincere-
ly request that over the next few weeks
you approach either myself, Josh Kla-
van, Jonathan Teitelbaum, or Michael
Gewirtz, this years Sy Syms Student
Council, with your suggestions, ad-
vice, critique, or questions concerning
any Sy Syms activity or program that
you deem appropriate for your in-
volvement. Reception will take place
at 8 PM on Tuesday, September 23,
and all Sy Syms students are invited,
and strongly encouraged to attend. The
evening will be meant to insure that
students become further acquainted
with theactivities taking place through
the Sy Syms School of Business over
the coming year. Also, please reserve
the Shabbat of November 7-8 for this
year’s Sy Syms Shabbaton.

It is your participation that will ul-
timately determine the coming year’s
success, and will provide for the con-
stant personification of the values that
we all hold so dear.

5,
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Housing Crisis

continued from page one

but nearly 84 students received
phone calls from members of the
orientation committee informing
them that they will be living in the
new housing arrangements. “We
were asked by Rabbi Cheifetz to help
facilitate the residence office in informing
the select students who have been chosen
that they are moving to the apartments,”
said Dror Barber, chairman of the orienta-
tion committee.

The orientation volunteers read
from a prepared “Script for Orien-
tation Committee Telephone Calls”
dated August 21, given to them by
the Office of Residence Halls. The
script mentioned that there had

.been a “substantial increase.in en-
rollment” and that “applications
have exceeded the capacity of the
residence halls.” It went on to iden-
tify the buildings chosen to house
the students, and said that “These
buildings have beenoccupied by our

Smicha students during the past -

two years as well as Roshei Yeshi-
va, Kollel and other young couples,
and their children, and other fami-
lies who are part of the YU commu-
nity.” “You are part of a selected
group of students who will be liv-
ing in the apartments” continued
the script, and informed the recipi-
ents that “All rules and regulations
in the Residence Halls handbook are
applicable to our Independent
Housing Program.”

A portion of the Smicha students who
were formerly housed in these apartments
have been moved to Strenger Hall, the
MTA dormitory. The dorm only held 35 to
40 high school students, and the remaining
beds in the 80 person capacity building are
to be filled with Smicha students. The
Smicha students are also being given the
option of having the University find them
outside apartments in the neighborhood to
dwellin.

Daniel Frogel, a YP senior, is one of
the students who is slated to be
moved to the new apartments. Ac-
cording to Frogel, Rabbi Cheifetz
called him two weeks before the
start of the semester and asked him
if he would consider moving to the
apartments. After consultation
with his roommate, he called Cheif-
etz and politely declined. “I asked
him if there would be furniture, if
there would be a dorm counselor, a
caf card, security, maintenance, and
all the other amenities of the dorms,
and all he would tell me was ‘I do
not know.”” Frogel then called a
friend who is a resident advisor,who
assured him that he had a dorm
room. He even found out his dorm
room number, Morg 504. When he
received a phone call from another
member of the orientation staff in-
forming him that he was being
moved, it came as a total surprise.
He expressed his sentiments by say-
ing “If they wanted to kick me out,
why ask me, and then move me re-
gardless of what I want?”

The criteria for selection remains
unclear. Seniors who applied late
for housing were considered prime
candidates for transfer. According
to Dean Nulman, the decisions were

Rabbi Joshua Cheifetz,
Director of Residence Halls

made by the Office of Resident Halls

in conjunction with the resident ad-
visors. The Commentator was in-
formed by a resident advisor, that
they were instructed to concentrate
on YP students, who would be “mod-
el citizens.” Netanel Newberger,
another student who was informed

that he is to be moved, asked Rabbi _ i s

Cheifetz how he was chosen. “I
hand picked your name because you
are a good kid” was the Rabbi’s re-
sponse. '

Dean Nulman requested under-
standing and forbearance from the
student body while the details of
the housing situation are being
ironed out. “We need to be as flexi-
ble as possible with the students,
and we hope that the students will
be flexible with us.”

He acknowledged that there are
student concerns, and assured the
Commentator that the Office of the
Dean of Students and the Student
Life committee will address all com-
plaints, and take the necessary mea-
sures to correct any and all: prob-
lems that may arise. Nulman ‘ex-
plained that the Office of Residence
Halls has been working around the
clock in collaboration with himself
and Assistant Dean David Himber
to find the best solution to the hous-
ing crisis. “We knew there were
going to be an excess amount of
students, but we did not know the
scope of the problem until recent-
ly.”

He stressed that the administra-
tion has been planning for this even-
tuality, and that this did not catch
them unaware. Arrangements such
as security, maintenance, and dorm
regulations will be finalized as the

process continues, said Dean Nul-,

man.

The apartments will have furni-
ture including a refrigerator, and
they are equipped with a full bath-
room and shower. Residents will be

required to participate in the cafe-

teria card program, and their apart-
ments are scheduled to be main-
tained by Facilities Management.
The security arrangements have yet
to be finalized, but the buildings
are under the aegis of the security
patrols performed by YU Security.
There will be resident advisors lo-
cated in the buildings, with the pos-
sibility that they may be married
residents.of the building.

| "ready for your exam,
| Classes ae avaﬂable
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WASHINGTON REFLECTIONS

By: AbDAM MOSES

Ah,Washington...realm of unfulfilled
rhetoric and grandiose schemes. Ilan-
guished at my desk encapsulated in the
malaise. The turbulent cohesion of ag-
gressiveness, avarice, testosterone, inept—
itude, nothingnesscomprisedthe Wash-

- ingtonlobserved. In thiscityrealpolitik
is not a realist principle of international

- diplomacy, it is a method of subverting
colleaguestofacilitate personal advance.
Washingtonisa quagmireofartificiality
andethical depravity that on one level is

. abominable; but at the same time shim-
mers withan attraction that paralells
one’s initial impression of Nietzsche’s
conception'of moral transvaluation -in-
tuitively reprehensible, but fascinating
andvigorous: Whatinsights, ifany, does
this city bear?

I cannot claim withany smcenty thatI

_ reported to myCapltolHlllmtemshlp this
- summerwithlofty expectations ofmaking
" asubstantive contribution to the Senator
for whom I was to work. Such an ap-
proach, I repeatedly assured.myself,
- would merelyengenderdisillusionment

whenlconfronted theinevitable realiza-
tion that the deluge of interns that engulf
the Hill during June is to the political cli-
mate what humidity is to a Washington
summer - unpleasant but unavoidable.
Armed with this pessimisticconviction
-whichIchosetocallpragmatism-Ibegan
my internship. My prognostication of a
dearthofsubstantiveworkwasborneout.
WhileI received the departmental assign-
ment I sought within the Senator’s office
and thechargesIreceived wererepeatedly
characterized as “high level” internactiv-
ity,itwas apparent to me almost immedi-
ately that my conception of a meaningful
contributionwas notconsonantwith that
of theSenator’sstaff. I could respond to
theletters of misguided constituentsig-
norantly voicing concern with sundry
foreign affairs issues and I could write
irrelevant research memoranda that
would never be read on the fiscal pru-
dence of funding bilateral international
development projects, but any discus-
sion of a policy matter of even marginal
practical import was categorically

- barred.

Of course, for me to have presumed

One Hundred Years
for RIETS

‘continued from page one

ative life in the enormous variety of
pursuits open to us in the modern
life: in the arts and sciences and busi-
ness and crafts and professions.”Further
clarifying the role of RIETS in a contem-
porarysociety, he stated that “the second
emphasis of RIETS, as the premier insti-
tution of Modern Orthodoxy, is therefore
onservicetotheJewishcommunity... the
adjective ‘Modern’ should not fool any-
one. Our commitment to and thecelebra-
tion of Torah lishmah of any other ad-
vanced yeshiva; but unlike others, our
confrontation with modernity is morenu-
anced, more subtle and more balanced.”
Rabbi Lamm alsoremarked that “wehave
and should have higher and more de-
manding standards than the rest of soci-
ety and the Jewish Community, but not
so high that we look upon them with
withering contempt... and not so de-
manding that others look upon us as out
ofreachand irrelevant.”

Rabbi Lamm also discussed the vast
tradition of RIETS, noting that through
his support of the Hovevei Zion move-
ment and “sophisticated ahavat Yisra-
el”, Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor “in
many ways adumbrated—explicitly but
mostly implicitly, in the way he be-
haved—the ideals which inspire this
‘Yeshiva and make it unique.” In addi-
tion, Rabbi Lamm also noted the great

contribution of the Rav in shapmg RI-
ETS stated that “it is his legacy: that
must be preserved, expanded, and con-
tinued as a living tradition at Yeshiva
University and RIETS. But—it must be
his true legacy. No one-sided distor-
tion of this complex intellectual and
spiritual giant should be counte-
nanced.”

The Man and the Yeshiva

Rav Yitzchak ElchananSpektor, the
Kovner Rav and namesake of RIETS,
was one of the 19'" century’s most pro-
lific scholars of Torah. He became the
Chief rabbi of Kovno in the 1860’s and
continued to be the dominant figure in
the World Jewish Community until his
deathin 1896. Rabbi Zevulun Charlop,
the Dean of RIETS noted that even Jews
who had migrated to the United States
from Czarist Russia towards the end of
the 20* century continued to view Rav
Yitzchak Elchanan as “the single most
dominant figure in World Jewry,” re-
gardless of their religious commitment.

After his death in 1896, a group of
American Jewish Leaders, founded
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological
Seminary (RIETS) (Yeshivas Rabbein-
nu Yitzchak Elchanan), in his memo-
ry. . Throughout the century RIETS
has continued to flourish even suc-

that interns would issue binding policy
advice to Senators or their staff members
would have been simultaneously naive
and supercilious. However, the preclu-
sionof the opportunity toparticipateeven
peripherally in intelligent analysis of
policy formulation, innocuous as it
sounds, represented to me the violent
extricationof a meaningfulelement of the
Capitol Hillinternship experience. Why
did I continue? Why was I inclined to
promote my own hindrance?

Although disconcerting, it was not
surprising tome thatinternsweredenied
theopportunity tocontribute productive-
ly to the political process, Other observa-

tions were less expected. After fordmg

the tumultuous river of acrid tension
‘generated by the urunitigated ambition

. thatis thelifeblood of congressxonal staff-

ers, I encountered the stark reality that
while everyonejockeys for position, few
doany workofconsequence. Every staff-
erissubject to theunequivocalintellectu-

al dominion of the Member of Congress.

Anything they do, believe, assert,say, or
write can bechallenged and capricious-
lysubordinated to the whim ofthe Mem-

ber of Congress. More anxiety is evoked
by the prospect of raising the ire of that
omnipotentdespotthanby the failure of
legislation supporting a valuable ideal.
Sycophants exist everywhere; it is my
contention that Washington has succeed-
ed inbreeding a unique species calibrat-
ed to be so repugnant as to assure that
theyarenever eclipsedbyanyothersyco-
phants. Why do they do it? Why does
everyone submit to this inhibiting sys-
tem?

Pragmatism and self-interest. These
are the compelling factors motivating
virtually every action in Washington.
Thisisthecity’s poignantly simple, albe-
it disenchanting, lesson. The mindless
drudgery, the personal humiliation, the
abject subjugation, the moral harlotry -

-allaretountenanced intheinterestof the

lofty aim of advancing self-interest.

Interns on Capitol Hill are not paid.
Instead, they are provided withexposure
to this exhilarating spiral of power inan
ethical wasteland. Itis hoped that in-
terns will be satisfied with this rank slice
of decadence that is Washington. I was
not.

Rav Yitzchak Elchanan Spektor

cessfully branching into Israel
through the Caroline and Joseph S.
Gruss Institute in Jerusalem, which
provides many YU graduates with the
opportunity to conduct their post-
graduate and Semikhah studies in Is-
rael. In addition, over the past 100
years, RIETS has granted Semikhah

forapproximately 2,400 students, with
over 140 students receiving ordina-
tion in the last Hag Hasemikhah in
1994. Commenting on the Centennial
anniversary and massive growth of
RIETS, Rabbi Charlop stated that this
“celebration signifies that we are
thriving.”
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Yeshiva University
Office of the Dean of Students

Dear Students,

On behalf of the Office of the Dean of Students, we would like to take this opportunity to
welcome our returning and new students for the Fall 1997 semester.

Adjusting to college life can be both exciting and challenging. The staff of the Office of
Student Services is committed to helping you through these challenging times. If you are in
need of counseling or even a reassuring hand, we encourage ygu to meet with our caring
staff to discuss your needs and concerns. Our student services source book provides you with
useful information.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR EXPERTISE. DO NOT WAIT UNTIL YOU FEEL
FRUSTRATED AND OVERWHELMED. We encourage you to use our services so that your
college years can be most productive and rewarding,.

As a new semester begins, we wish you continued success in your endeavors.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy new year

Hatzlachah Rabbah,

David Himber _ Rabbi Adam Miller
University Dean of Students  Associate Dean of Students ~ Coordinator of Student Services
F419 « (212) 960-5330 F419 « (212) 960-5480 - F431 » (212) 960-5480

The Commmentator
500 West 185th Street
New York, NY 10033




