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HOUSING DENIED TO HOMOSEXUAL COUPLES 
. BY (HANAN HOSCHANDER 

On June 24, the American Civil 
Liberties Union and its Lesbian and 
Gay Rights Project filed suit against 
Yeshiva University and the Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine for 
denying shared campus housing to 
the gay and lesbian partners of stu
dents. The lawsuit, which the ACLU 
claims Is the first of Its kind In the 
nation, was filed in New York State 
Supreme Court on behalf of medical 
students Sara Levin and Maggie 
Jones as well as Gila Wildfire In her 

· capacity as Secretary of the Einstein 
Association of Gays, Lesbians and 
Bisexuals (EAGLB). 

Housing policy at AECOM's Bronx 
campus is administered by YU. Low 
cost apartments across the street 
from the primary educational facili
ties are offered only to students of 

medical student who first applied 
for shared housing on behalf of her
self and her domestic partner of six 
years, Carla Richmond, when she 
entered AECOM in 1996. Levin was 
told at that time that the school 
would not honor domestic partner
ships. Since New York State law does 
not presently recognize same-sex 
marriages, Levin was not able to sat
isfy the requirement for shared 
housing. She claims, however, that 
she initially believed the school 
would change its policy if she made 
a reasonable appeal. 

Maggie Jones, 23, is beginning 
her second year at AECOM. Jones 

ACLU and the plaintiffs tried unsuc
cessfully to convince the University 
to reverse its policy. Finally, they filed 
a complaint with the New York state 
Supreme Court charging discrimina
tion based on sexual orientation and 
marital status.The plaintiffs are seek
Ing reversal of the policy, as well as 
unspecified damages for emotional 
distress and extra housing and com
muting co�. 

In a statement released to the 
public, Levin claimed that her deci
si_on to pursue legal action against 
YU and AECOM was "not one I easily 
made." However, she felt that if she 
allowed herself to be "relegated to 

Gay Einstein Students and ACLU 
File Suit Against vu for 
Alleged Discrimination 

the medical school and their spous- first requested shared housing for the closet, which has been one of 
es arid children. AECOM housing herself and her partner, Joslyn the most powerful weapons of 
includes studio, one-bedroom, and Hidalgo, last year. At Stanford · homophobia and is certainly one of 
two-bedroom· �partments. There is a . University In Palo Alto, California, the intentions of this policy, then I 
waiting list for each type of apart• Jones and Hidalgo were registered am compromising my integrity." She 
ment and requests are filled on a .under its domestic partner program added that there have been "many 
first-come, first-serve basis. However, which allowed them to qualify for gay and lesbian students before me 
the policy provides . that "married Stanford's housing and health bene- who [have] confronted the ugly 
couples, regardless of their position . fits. Both Jones and Levin eventually faces . of homophobia while at 
on. the waiting list,· receive. priority resorted to the rental of apartments Yeshiva University· and the medical 
for studio apartments, after provid- with their respective partners in school. These students made the 
ing acceptable proof of marriage.• Brooklyn where. they claim the rent same appeals and received the 
Market. rates for comparable hous- is more affordable. 

· 
same denials that I have.• According 

Ing off-campus are about twice as After having been denied the tolevin,themessage of thepolicy ls 

expensive as those offered in right to shared housing, Levin and clear: "Neither I nor my family are 
AECOM's "Low Housing,• as the Jones and EAGLB, which represents welcome at this institution.• 
complex is referred to by students. . other students with similar requests, · In Jones' statement, she 

Sara Levin, 26, is a fourth-year contacted the ACLU. Lawyers for the stressed that because of the denial 
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financial and emotional expenses 

.
.. a,, .u,. m_.. e_· n_tRan_ k is, St.li,O_nnest_ ShOWl, ·nn to Date that other married couples are not 

!I !I asked ·to endure." She contended 
. BY. ADAM MOSES As word of Yeshiva's perfor

mance trlckl� across campus, stu-
that "queer students' dispropor
tionate lack of access denies us 
many valuable opportunities to 
establish ties to other young physl
_cians and to benefit significantly 
from interactions with older stu-

dents to the same degree as our 
classmates." 

EAGLB is a club which advocates 
gay and lesbian rights at AECOM 
and offers activities and lectures that 
might interest gay and lesbian stu
dents. It is funded by the student 
council budget which is supported 
by t�e University itself. Wildfire, the 
secretary of EAGLB, believes that the 
University must offer shared hous
ing equally to married couples and 
domestic partners. Wildfire could 
not cite any other administrative 
policies which she would character
ize as discriminatory toward homo
sexual students. Recaliing resolu
tions passed by the student/faculty 
senate which unsuccessfully called 
for housing and other benefits for 
gay couples at AECOM, Wildfire 
referred to Einstein as "a pretty pro
gressive institution." Yet, she distin
guishes between the medical school 
and the University saying that "it's 

Yeshiva that is not In favor" of mak
ing a "legal and fair policy." 

Opinion on campus is guarded.A 
number of medical students won
dered why the plaintiffs' complaint 
has been directed against the 
University, which requires proof of a 
committed relationship in the form 
of a marriage license, and not with 

the state which prevents gay and 
lesbian couples from obtaining that 

. license. 
A statement released by 

AECOM, explained that "It is the 
policy of Yeshiva University and its 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
to comply with all laws including 
anti-discrimination laws applicable 
to student housing. Our housing 
policy is applied equally to all 
applicants for student housing 
without regard to their sexual ori
entation." It added that "on the 
advice of our attorneys we will 
have no further comment at this 
time." Attorneys for the University 
also declined to comment. 

Yeshiva University surged from dents appeared to respond with 
48 to 42 In the recently unveiled genuine enthusiasm. Ben Mantell, 
U.S. News and World Report rank� a YC junior, gushed, "This ls lncredl
ing of national universities. This ble. Do you realize what this 

showing in the U.S. News evalua- meal'!s7 I am so happy." Mantell · 
tlon scheme is Yeshiva's most proceeded to call his parents in · 
impressive· to date and marks the California to alert them to what he 
third consecutive year the clearly regarded as a momentous 
University has garnered a position occurrence. He later remarked, "It's 
in the prestigious first tier. . my life goal for us to overtake 

M a j Or Real Estate Deal 

Yeshiva College Dean Norman . Brandeis. We're almost there. Go 
Adler took this development in· Macs." 

· stride. "Of course we're.In the first The desire to exact rankings 
tier. Our students have a high level vengeance against traditional 
of intellect and are met with a com- adversaries Brandeis, New York 
parably impressive faculty to fur- University, and Rensselaer 
ther enlighten their intellectual Polytechnic Institute was a perva-

. growth. We don;t understand how · sive feature of many of this journal
good we really are here .at Yeshiva . ist's encounters with Yeshiva stu
Unlversity." . · dents around campus. The animus 

Yeshiva College Associate Dean· directed against rival · school 
and Pre-Law Advisor Michael Brandeis was particularly· acute. 
Hecht provided additional Insight . One disgruntled Yeshiva student 
Into the recent ranking successes. sought to burn a Brandeis banner 
"The unique nature of this institu- in protest when he learned that the 
tion. yields unique students who Waltham, Massachussetts school 
spend· their college years in the was still perched comfortably 
most rigorous undergraduate pro- ahead of YU in the U.S. News rank
gram In the nation. You don't have Ing. Amid the feisty lnt�r-unlversi
to be Superman to excel atYU ... but ty contentiousness there emerged 
It helps. The strength of . the .stu- an unmistakable glimmer of school 
dent body really boosts our univer- pride. 
slty." Parents of Yeshiva students 

were not Immune to this odd 
blend of euphoria and pyromania. 
Mrs. Shelly Schochet, the mother of 
a YU senior and incoming fresh
man, remarked, "Two of my chil
dren haye chosen to attend YU. In 
light of the recent survey, I am even 
more proud they have chosen to 

attend this fine Institution." 
Some ·Specifics 
The methodology employed by 

U.S News to arrive at the published 
results took account of a broad 
array of considerations Including 
academic reputation, student SAT 

continued on page 8 

Provides Stem with 
Sorely Needed Space 
BY MORDECHAI FISHMAN 

In a step intended to keep the 
physical facilities of Stern College 
in line with the increasing size of its 
student body, Yeshiva University 
has acquired effective control of a 
large Midtown Manhattan proper
ty at 205-215 Lexington Avenue 
between 32nd and 33rd streets, 
The Commentator has learned. 

According to sources within the 
YU administration, the University 
has been searching for a real estate 
acquisition to alleviate crowding 
on the Midtown Campus for some 
time. A dire housing shortage 
compounded by classroom over
crowding left little space for sew 

to expand. · The opening of the 
Schottensteln Residence Hall 

added needed dormitory space 
but did nothing to add classrooms. 

With Manhattan property 
prices reaching stratospheric 
heights, the Stern College Board 
made what is collectively regarded 
by YU administrators as a colossal 
blunder. The property adjacent to 
the Midtown center on the corner 
of 34th and Lexington went on the 
market, but, owing to the Stern 
Board's refusal, the Univer sity 
failed to purchase the lot. Bought 
by the Catholic Diocese of New 
York instead, construction prompt
ly began on a the future home of a 
religious seminary. The din from 
the construction has rendered the 
classrooms overlooking the site 

continued on page 12 
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Giving 
Thanks 

One of the cardinal moral tenets of the Jewish faith is 
Hakarat HaTov, graciously acknowledging those who have done 
us a good turn. In all matters, ranging from the inconsequential 
to the Divine, we are taught to appreciate and give thanks to 
those whose kindness we benefit from and whose munificence 
brightens our existence. It is especially appropriate in the peri
od before the new year to take stock of the numerous kind 
deeds showered upon us by others and acknowledge them as 
such. 

In this vein, the editors and the governing board of the sixty
third volume of The Commentator would like to thank the edi
tors and governing board that preceded us at the helm of this 
publication. Working together enriched us all and taught us 
what was involved in creating a newspaper. Together we spent 
many a sleepless night; together we watched the sun rise over 
the dappled rooftops of Washington Heights; together we craft
ed stories while writing chapters in our own personal tales. 

For all that and more, we thank you. Wherever the paths you 
walk may lead ·you; to law school or yeshiva, to the rat race or to 
a gentler realm, the impact of your kindness will be long felt by 
those of us who received it. 

Uptown 
Attitude 

The University's recent real estate acquisitions in Midtown 
seemingly indicate an aggressive attitude towards the future of 
Stern College, and should be applauded as such .. Showing the 
foresight and financial will necessary to plan for a growing stu
dent body, the administration has made the requisite invest
ments to ensure that the physical resources keep pace with the 
constantly expanding student population. 

We can only hope that such attitudes are infectious and will 
spread uptown. While we have not suffered through ignominies 
the like of having eight women forced to live in the same room, 
there is a definite sense that the main campus is running out of 
room. 

The Independent Housing Program is a stopgap measure at 
best. Yes, compared to· last year's debacle the program has been 
running smoothly with _minimum fuss. There are no irate parents 
threatening to lay down in the traffic on Amsterdam Avenue if 
their son doesn't get moved to a dorm room and students are 
not attempting to march on Belfer in the quest for toilet paper. 
Yet the arrangement is unsatisfactory from a long-term stand
point. Students are isolated from their peers on campus. Living 
in buildings with families and local residents, the ambience of 
dorm life, a critical component in the college experience, is 
found to be lacking. From a security standpoint, the buildings 
cannot be protected with the same degree of confidence that 
the dorms are. · ·· 

The solution is obvious and must be implemented with all 
possible haste. A new dormitory building is needed to cope 
with the record enrollments that show no sign of abating. The 
need for the administration to start shopping for real estate.· 
uptown is just as pressing; notwithstanding the less glamorous 
neighborhood. 

Religion 
and 

Progre$s 
These are trying times for our great nation. We have sus� . 

tained a series of troubling assaults against diplomatic installa
tions abroad. We are pitted against a leader who, in the name of 
his god, commands a small army of "holy warriors" willing to 
give their lives for their cause. Their animus toward our country 
is a function of their inability to reconcile their theological con
victions with the changing of the times. The result is indiscrim
inate, tragic bloodshed in lands for whose residents the dispute 
is foreign. 

The mission of this Univ.ersity is to harmonize the values 
espoused by our tradition with contemporary societal mores. 
The success of Yeshiva is a testament to the viability of the doc
trine upon which it was founded. 

Our responsibility as leaders in this world of competing 
spheres of influence, secular and religious, is to demonstrate · 
that the two need not be at odds. Indeed, constructive engage
ment, in our view, is of benefit to the interests of both spheres. 
If only this insight was not lost on so many. 

COMMENTATOR 
500 West 185th Street, New York, NY 10033, 

E-Mail: commie@yucommentator.com. 
Telephone : (212) 740-2155, Fax: (212) 928-8637. 

An independently operated student publication funded by the Yeshiva College Student 
Council and published on a b i-weekly basis during the academic year. The views expressed 
in the columns herein are those of the writers alone and do not necessarily reflect the opin
ions of The Commentator, the student body, the faculty, or the · administration · of Yeshiva 
University. We do not necessarily endorse any of the products or services advertised in these 
pages. Copyright 1998, The Comment(!tor. On_e Issue free, $1.00 for each additional issue. 
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SOME FRIENDLY ADVICE 
O n  behalf of the faculties and the 

administration, I am delighted to welcome 
you all -- old students and new ones -- to 
our undergraduate campuses. Berukhim 
ha-ba'im! Your main function is to grow-
intellectually, Jewishly, academically, cul
turally. The program of Torah' U'Maddah Is 
a most de.manding one, especially because 
it insists on the integr ity of each of the two 
poles and expects that you will co·mmit 
your ev�ry effort to excelling in your stud
ies. If you are merely smart, you will f igure 
out all k inds of ways, legal or dev ious, to 
get out as soon .as you can. But if you are 
wise, you will take full advantage of the 
remarkable resources of both Torah and 
Maddah that you will f ind here at Yeshiva. 
There is no other place where you can 
have available for you such an array of dis
tinguished talmidei chakhamim for your 
Jewish studies, and outstanding academic 
faculty for your college studies. Exploit 
this golden opportunity; do not neglect It! 

But · there is yet one other prec ious 
opportunity you have here for the next 
few years, and that is--the friends you will 
make, the networking of !Ike-minded 
young Jews and Jewesses who are 
resolved to exploit t he fantastic intellectu
al assets of Yeshiva and are determined to 
rebuild and enhance the Jewish world 

beyond the one they find before them 
now. Nourish these friendships well. In 
years to come you will reap the benefits of 
this kind of social and inte llectual - ideo-

. logical companionship. 
Immediately before sounding the sho

far, we recite the words of Tehillim (Ps.47:6) 
"A/ah Elokim bi 'teruah," which l oosely 
translated means that God, as it were, is 
exalted at the .sound of the teruah or 
straight blast of th� shofar. Hasidim have 
an interesting interpretation of that verse. 
They say that teruah is .derived from the 
word reia--both words f rom the root of 
resh and ayin--which means friend or 
friendship. ( I have seen this in the name of 
R' Shlomo Leib of Lench no and, a bit earli
er, R' Shneur Zalman of Llady.) The love 
and loyalty amongst friends is Important 
to the Almighty, and he is exalted when 
those who serve Him do so in fellowship 
and mutual love and esteem. 

I hope that you will succeed not only in 
your studies but also in f inding and hold
ing on to these deep and mutually f ruitful 
friendships, and that the spirit of cama
rader ie will indeed assist you in growing 
from ve'ahavta le'reiakha kamokha to ve'a
havta et Hashem Elokekha. 

· May you be inscribed le.'shana tovah u
shenat chayyim ve'shalom. 

Anticipation and Anxiety 
BY -MASHGIACH RUCHANI 

RABBI YOSEF BLAU 

For returning students the start of a 
new school year at Yeshiva Is filled with 
excitement and anticipation. These years 
are a tlnie of religious · and personal 
growth. At. Yeshiva, one has the opportu
nity for strengthening fr iendships and 
developing life-long relationships with 
mentors, while values become internal� 
ized and career plans are firmed. 

Emotions are different for the _ begin� 
ning student. For those returning from 
Israel doubts exist about the permanence 
of changes made and how to integrate the 
old and new elements in the ir lives. Those 
coming directly upon graduation from 
high school and early admission students 

· are nervous about the extent . of t he 
changes from high school. The anticipa
tion of the returnees is· balanced by the 
anxiety of the new students. 

While the bulk of responsibility of mak-

ing the welcome positive and easing the 
tension rightfully falls on the administra
tion and staff, much can be done as well 
by older students. Warmth and friendship 
can come from all of us. For most students 
Yeshiva is the · largest yeshiva or school 
they have attended, and by far the rriost 
complex. The opportunities are not obvi
ous to those who are overwhelmed and 
the demands appear to outweigh the 
potential rewards. A pleasant smile and a 
little friendly advice and support can 
accomplish wonders. 

· Perhaps balancing anticipation · and 
anxiety would be healthy for all of us as 
we start the year. It is t he beginning of 
Elul, a time for reflection. Complacency 
limits growth as much as fear. Let us rec
ognize the great potential that exists for 
deepening our commitments while 
studying at Yeshiva while not ignoring 
the fuU extent of the c hallenge. Working 
together Is a cr itical component In maxi
mizing success: 

Welcome Back 
Students 

. DEAN OF SY SVMS SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

HAROLD NIERENBERG, PH.0. 

On behalf of the Faculty, Staff and 
Administration of the Sy Syms School of 
Business

1 
I am pleased to welcome you to 

Yeshiva University. You are about to 
embark on -one of the more Important 
milestones in your life - earning a degree 
at a renowned university. Your experience 
here over the next thre·e or four years will 
have a profound effect on your lives and 
you should take full ·advantage of the 
opportunities Yeshiva University can offer  
you. These include: a world-class Jewish 
Studies program, outstanding secular pro
grams, a full range of extracurr icular activi-

ties, and the opportunity to develop friend
ships that will endure for years to come. 

Those of you entering _the Sy Syms 
School of Business will find a demanding 
program that will serve you well when you 
complete your studies .  We are al.so 
extremely "student friendly" and the facul
ty, staff and administration are always avail
able to meet with you and help you with 
your questions or problems. As for me, my 
office is always open to one and all and .I 
would welcome the opportunity to meet 
with you should you chose to see me for 
any reason. 

My best wishes for success, and I look 
forward to greeting you three or four years 
from now at graduation. 

·•fff·OM··•. Taf·:i 
EDITO·R.,fN.,CHIEF 

·1111AM·· .. •·.IOSES 
The Opportunity Now 

Lies Before You: 
c ·,·r-c::,·sp It I 

I welcome both beginning and returning 
students to Yeshiva for the fall semester. Amid 
the euphoric clamor spawned by this 
University's recent surge in the U.S. News ahd 
World Report rankings, we may have lost sight 
of the character of the undergraduate experi
ence we have enrolled in Yeshiva to pursue. 
While the aforesaid success most assuredly 
augurs well for our institution, we must recall 
that our undergraduate experience dwells 
not in statistical charts but in substantive edu
cational and extracurricular attainment. 

The liberal education is, to my mind, the 
foundational component of the undergradu
ate experience. It is my sincere hope that 
Yeshiva students will continue to accord this 
time honored mission the deference it has 

, earned by taking seriously the import of its 
charge. Only by enrolling in demanding 
courses in worthwhile disciplines can we 
assure that our Yeshiva experience is not 
reduced to the mind numbing pre-vocation
al drudgery that the l iberal education has 
always sought to eschew. 

But alas, the liberal education conceived 
of as a dry, purely academic enterprise bereft 
of the vitality of application surely. will not 
suffice to render our undergraduate experi
ence what we wish _it to be. Theoretical 
abstraction in the absence of a mode for 
practical expression can be as stultifying as 
ignorance. Oliver Wendell Holmes recog
nized this when he observed, "The main part 
of intellectual_ education Is not the acquisi
tion of facts but learning how to make facts 
live: Thus, in my v iew, the undergraduate 
experience must seek to productively 
engage the activities of the broader educa
tional community in which it finds Itself In 
order to be truly meaningful. 

Fortunately, Yeshiva has an abundance of 
student led extra-curricular societies. Less 
fortunately, precious few of these student 
organizations are active. Among the handful 
of active student entities, one has consistent
ly emerged over the course of its sixty-three 
years as the leader. I speak of The 
Commentator, Yeshiva's preeminent under
graduate student publication and the defin
ing instrument of undergraduate student 
expression at this University. I believe The 
Commentator deserves the attention of all 
students who wish to play a role in campus 
leadership. 

But why should you devote your time to 
The Commentator? What does The 
Commentator do anyhow? As I see it, The 
Commentator fulfills two primary functional 
Imperatives. F irst, it informs. This paper 
keeps students abreast of the developments 
that matter to them in a timely and engag
ing fashion. The Commentator prov ides 
comprehensive coverage of what transpires 
on campus at the administrative and student 
levels. We e mploy exceptional v igor to 
uncover stories of cqnsequence and report 
on them thoroughly. The Commentator's 
mandate to Inform is not bounded in scope 
by this University's hallowed halls. The 
Commentator's coverage purv iew extends 
beyond the confines of the campus to 
Include a broad swath of Jewish communal 
concerns and themes of importance to uni
versity students. 

The Commentator's second obligation is 
to advocate student interests. This charge is 

of intense signif icance at this University in 
light of the dearth of structural mechanisms 
for preventing the administration from run
ning roughshod over the needs of students. 
In the absence of an effective campaign of 
student activ ism, the onus is upon The 
Commentator to crusade for the interests of 
students and register objection to adminis
trative excesses that tend to encroach upon 
our legitimate rights. I do not mean to sug
gest that the University administration is a 
nefarious apparatus that consciously seeks 
to thwart student aims. It is not. When, how
ever, the administration is left to operate 
unfettered, it, not unlike any self- interested 
entity, as a matter of course will pursue its 
independent objectives to the occasional 
abnegation of those of others. Those others 
are us -the students. Such a state of affairs is 
untenable. As James Russell Lowell knew, 
"They have rights who dare maintain them." 
We will not permit our sacrosanct rights to 
· be sacrificed on the altar of student s ilence. 
That is why The Commentator musters a pro
nounced student check on administrative 
machinations that would trammel our inter
ests. In the University sea of bureaucratic 
moral relativism, The Commentator is the 
dependable vessel that safeguards students 
from the perils of the oft turbulent waters 
that swell around us and skillfully nav igates 
our interests to fruition. 

If we wish The Commentator to effica
ciously fulfill its functional imperatives, we 
the students must assure that it is capable of 
so doing. That is why I exhort every under
graduate student in this university to con
tribute in some way to The Commentator. 
Only by harnessing the productive potential 
of the student populace can we hope to exe
cute our designs. Whether you have a 
propensity for writing and investigation, are 
possessed of keen business acumen, or have 
a penchant for organization, I strenuously 
urge you to contribute your services in order 
that The Commentator may better serve the 
University community. 

For those skeptical would-be campus 
leaders who are g iven to conceive of The 
Commentator as an impenetrable campus 
elite concerned to consglidate power by pro
hibiting access to newcomers, I must force
fully disabuse you of your fallacious notion. 
The Govern ing Board of this publication 
does not, nor do we wish to, dwell in an ivory 
tower hermetically sealed off from the stu
dent populace. If we were to so act, we 
would f�il our sacred charge to serve stu
dents. The Commentator functions as a mer
itocracy. Commentator staff members are 
awarded positional advance in a manner 
commensurate to their demonstrated level 
of contribution. We are not an "old boy's 
club." Our ranlc!i Include a fairly representa
tive cross section of Yeshiva College student 
culture. The Commentator can only maintain 
this desirable diversity if students from all 
sectors of the student populace continue to 
participate in its function. 

I encourage you to get involved in The 
Commentator this year. By so doing, you will 
better this Un iversity and round out your 
undergraduate experience. A Commentator 
recrultr11ent presentation will take place on 
Wednesday September 2. I hope to see you 
there. 
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Interview With University Dean of Students Dr. Efrem �ulman 
The Office of Student Services is located on 

the fourth floor of Furst Hall, but for many stu
dents it may as well be an exotic locale; heard of 
and spoken about, but misunderstood and 
shrouded in mystery. in an attempt to demysti
fy the office, its occupants, and its mission, The 
Commentator interviewed Dr. Efrem Nulman, 
University Dean of Students. Nulman is a PhD. 
In psychology with over twenty years experi
ence working with adolescent and young 
adults. His last fourteen years have been spent 
in various capacities at YU, while concurrently 
doing Independent research Into addictive 
behavior and family therapy. He spoke with an 
added emphasis on the incoming students 
who are unfamiliar with YU and may be bewil
dered by the array of issues they may have to 
contend with. 

1he Commentator: 
The Office of Student Services is an 

unknown quantity for many students here at 
the University. What is the job of the Office of 
Student Services? 

Dean Nulman: 
First and foremost, it is to provide students 

with a series of services that will hopefully be 
useful to them throughout their college careers. 
Counseling services for personal, psychological, 
and social issues; assistance with student activi
ties; helping students deal with the maze and 
bureaucracy of being in YU; housing problems; 
more or less anything that is outside the class
room where we can be helpful our job is pre
cisely that, to try to help students with whatev
er problems they face. 

1he Commentator: 
So any aspect of student life that is not aca

demic falls under the purview of Student 
Services? 

Dean Nulman: 
Specific services that fall under our office 

include housing, counseling, international stu
dent advisement, student activities, student 
government.disciplinary and psychiatric proce
dures, medical services, and things of that 
nature. These are directly under Student 
Services. Matters such as food services and 
security report to different areas, but we have a 
close working relationship with them. If there 
are issues that concern students or that need to 
be communicated in regard to those services 
our office should . be the place to which they 
would come and we would try to be helpful. 
Our job is to advocate for student needs, and to 
implement what we think and what students 
think is best to really Improve the quality of stu
dent life on campus. 

1he Commentator: 
You say that you and your office represent 

the students on a variety of different Issues. 
Why should a student with a problem come to 
you? 

Dean Nulman: 
That is a very good question. A student 

should come to us because we have a staff that 
is competent to deal with any of the issues .that 
they might present to us in any of the areas 
described in my prior answer. I also understand 
why they wouldn't come to us, and frankly, over 
the last years that I have been in Yeshiva what I 
view as my greatest failure has been an inability 
to communicate effectively to students that the 
real reason they should come is not just profes-' 
sional competence, but that we really care 
about them as people. 

1he Commentator: 
Your office is definitely seen as part of the 

administration, and students have an us-versus
them mentality. How Is a student coming to 
your office with problems or complaints 
assured that you are going to help him 7 

Dean Nulman: 
I don't know if he should be sure we are 

going to help him, but he can be sure that we 
are going to try. But he won't know that until he 
comes. Now I can tell you, if I want to get Into It 
statistlcally, that roughly half of the student 
body did come to us for something within the 
categories of what we do during the course of 
the last academic year. That has been pretty 
consistent throughout the years. But yet, there 
is still a feeling that I pick up amongst students 
that we don't really care, or as you said, we are 

part of the administration, which is true, we are 
part of the administration on the one hand . . .. 

1he Commentator: 
Look. students in this university know that 

on the average the administration is far more 
concerned with development, fund-raising, 
public relations, spin, etc., then they are with stu
dent concerns. The consumer is supposed to be 
king.and in this university every student knows 
that is not true. Why should that be different in 
your office? 

Dean Nulman: 
Well, I don't want to speak to the other parts 

of the university In which what you said may or 
may not be so. What I do want to clearly speak 
to, Is that to students the main issue Is trust. And 
you are right, there is no way that any young 
adult in college is going to fully trust an admin
istrator in a university. 
That is not just simply 
done; we have to eam it 
So part of what I am say
ing is come to us,and let 
us eam it 

Students have the 
impression that if they 
come to us with an extremely personal or seri
ous problem, firstly, they will not have privacy, 
and worse yet, they are going to be "busted" for 
whatever their behavior is. If a person comes for 
me for disciplinary reasons, yeah, they are going 
to be "busted" for whatever they might have_ 
done. But if a person comes to our office for 
help, then our job is to provide within a context 
of confidentiality the help . that they need. 
Obviously, where there is a case of someone try
ing to harm themselves or others there is no 
confidentiality. But otherwise, there is. 
Furthermore, our job is to helpful, not to bust 
students; that is not what we view our role as 
doing.and that is not what we want to do, peri
od. One of the things our office handles is disci
plinary problems. So when there is a discipli
nary problem within the institution we will be 
informed about it, there .Is going to be a clear 
procedure. A student will have the opportunity 
to be heard. There will be a decision; and then 
they will have the opportunity to appeal it, usu
ally to me. This is with non-academic discipli
nary matters. 

But ninety to ninety-five percent of the mat
ters we deal with are not disciplinary in nature. 

· They are students who are coming, or ought to 
feel that they should come to us for help. In 
those cases, a student has to be reassured that 
they are going to be able 
to do this in a context of 
privacy and trust; that 
there will be a relation
ship with people who 
truly care about them, 
and that they are not going to be busted if they 
tell us something ttiat otherwise might come to 
us In a different way. 

The Commentator: 
So if a student comes to you and has com

mitted what under the student code of YU is . 
considered a disciplinary infraction, you are 
guaranteeing that student confidentiality and 
privacy? 

Dean Nulman: 
If they are not going to harm themselves or 

others, we are going to say clearly that we are 
not there to bust them, we are there to help 
them,period. That is the instructions to the staff, 
that is what I do personally, and that Is what we 
�Ill do across the board. I urge students to · 
come and test us. 

The Commentator: 
How are students going to know that you 

are for real? 
Dean Nulman: 
They are going to talk to each other. I can tell 

you, obviously without giving names, talk to 
people who have been here and they will tell 
you that what I said has been true. You are right, 
students won't know it · and will always have 
doubts, so test it and find out for yourself. If 
there are issues that concern you, we can help. 
Whether Its simple stuff, such as anxiety and 
panic when taking an exam, or problematlc 
study habits, to the more complex social Issues 
that people deal with, to Issues having to do 

with anxiety and depression up to the extremes 
of drugs, alcohol and suicide. If people are hav
ing problems in these types of areas, then come 
to us and we will do everything within our 
power to be helpful to you. All I can say, is go out 
and ask students who have talked to us and 
worked with us and I think what you will find for 
the most part is that we do have tremendous 
concern for the well-being of our students. But 
we cannot Just say it We have to prove It each 
day anew. And I am asking the student body to 
give us that chance to try to be helpful, knowing 
full well that you may not trust us because we 
are part of the administration, I totally under
stand that. 

The Commentator: 
What if a student comes to your offices and 

he does not trust· you or he feels that the ser
vices that you are offer
ing are not adequate for 
his problems? 

Dean Nulman: 
We have a panel of 

professional psychia
trists, psychologists, and 

· social workers, and 
where appropriate, we will make referrals to 
those people. They are not members of the YU 
administration; they are not listed as part of the 
staff; you pay for them on your own; and your 
relationship In terms of payment is between 
you and them, ensuring confidentiality. It is a 
private service and we will be glad to make the 
referrals for the students who need them. 

· The Commentamr: 
Do you think that there is a perceived stigma 

within the Jewish community for anyone who 
cries for help or any young person who is per
ceived as being different from the rest of the 
pack of his or her colleagues? 

Dean Nulman: 

want help, and they are volunteering to us that 
they need help, then our job is to help them. A 

· student abusing drugs or alcohol should come· 
to us because they are having a problem and 
they need help, and we care about them and 
we want to be helpful. Most Importantly, 
when you are playing around with things like 
this you are playing around with your physical 
well-being, and when someone plays around 
with their physical (as well as emotional) well
being, we have an obligation as I see it to try 
and be helpful to them. That is what we will 
do. Our job Is then, is not to "bust." It Is to be 
helpful In that area. But if student is caught, 
they will be busted, and they will pay the price. 

The Commentator: 
So you are saying, that if you have two stu

dents in the exact same position with the 
same issues to deal with, and bne student 
walks into your door - he has your guarantee 
of confidentiality and will not be busted. But if 
the second student is caught by his dorm 
counselor or security on the exact same mat
ter he will face disciplinary action? 

Dean Nulman: 
What the outcome is going to be you judge 

on a case by case and student by student 
basis. Even in discipline 'Cases one Is going to 
take a very firm · stand, but one is going to 
make a judgement. That does not only apply 
to drugs and alcohol, that applies to anything. 
Not every student who misuses.the computer 
room, for example, is going to be . asked to 
leave the school even though they have bro
ken the disciplinary code. We are going to 
make a judgement by taking a look · at the 
whole person, and we will see what is the best 
thing we can do for the Individual and for the 
school in these circumstances. 

If a student comes to us however, and says 
I have a· problem In any one of numerous 
areas, again, our job is to try to help him. Who 
is told about that is also dependent on the 
relationship we form with the student. In most 
of the circumstances that I have dealt with stu
dents have at one point wanted to bring their 
parents into the mix in some way . . .. 

The Commentator: 
Even if the student is adamantly against 

parental involv�ment? 
Dean Nulman: 

Well yes, I do think there Is a stigma. I think 
the Jewish community �s to do a lot more 
to recognize that there are problems. And then, 
to limit judgmental and hegative reactions to 
people who have problems and people who · 
are really in pain, or experiencing loss or suffer
ing. As Jews and as people, our fi� obligation Is 
to show compassion, and to direct people to 
get the kind of help that they need, not to stig
matize them. I fully realize that there is within 
the Orthodox community more of a stigma; less 
than there was,but way more than there should 
be. I truly believe so,and this has been my e><J)e' 
rience over the last twenty years. My hope is 

that people will do 
what is truly Jewish and 
have .compassion. If a 
person is stuck with a· 
problem in life, encour
age them to get the 

help they need. Don't discourage them by 
judging them, or looking down on them in any 
way. That holds for any problem; from the sim
ple to the extreme:Our job is not to judge peo
ple, it is to help them. 

Wewill deal with that depending on what 
the issue is. If there is a . potential harm. to 
themselves or to others, then they are going to 

. have no choice in terms of parental involve
ment. If they are doing something that is clear
ly not harming themselves or others, then we 
will first build · a relationship with them to see 
what is it that we need to do to be helpful, 
because you don't do the same thing every 
time. Yet the overall context is yes, there is pri
vacy. How far that privacy extends depends 
on the circumstances of what is presented, as 
well as some of what a student wants as you 
build a relationship with them. 

1he Commentator:' 
YU is part of the modem world and in cer

tain aspects we are no different then any other 
national university. There is a significant .per
centage of the student body that use or abuse 
drugs and alcohol. Drug and alcohol usage is in 
violation of the disciplinary code of VU, and 
grounds for expulsion from housing or from the 
university. In t.heory, your o�ce Is the place to 
tum for help, yet at the same time you can 
"bust'' them as well. Why· should a student feel 
comfortable turning to you for help? 

DNn Nulman: 
You used the word significant to describe 

the problem. As I said last year to The Observer, 
there is a growing drug and alcohol problem 
within the Jewish community In general. This 
obviously affects Jewish schools as. well, and 
we are not unique in feeling this effect. I would 

. differ with you In your use of the word signifi
cant. 

Having said all that, If a student is going to 
break the rules and get caught, they will pay 

. the price for breaking a rule of the school, and 
a very serious rule at at that; something we will 
not tolerate within the school. On the other 
hand, if a studen.t comes to us because they 

. The Commentator: 
There is definitely a segment of the YU stu

dent population, both here and downtown at 
Stern, that is sexually active. There is a lack of 
information and resources on campus con-

. ceming safe sex and sexually transmitted dis
eases .. What does your office offer to a student 
walking in your door? 

Dean Nulman: 
The same as we offer for any problem. We 

also _have the medical professl.onals from Beth 
Israel on campus who are knowledgeable'and 
trained to deal with these areas, and we will 
ask· them �o be helpful in guiding students in 
this regard as well. 

.The Commentator: 
Any closing remarks to the student body 

and the incoming students in particular? 
Dun Nulman: • 
I am hopeful that students who are new 

here feel that they will have a good experience 
and will feel welcomed on campus, and if they 
do encounter difficulties, small or large, we 
hope that they will come in and talk to us. For · 
students who are returning, we hope they will 
give us a shot and give us a chance, and will 
come forward when there is a problem and 
they need our help. 
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"Good" Advice for 

Incoming Students 
This year, September 8th is the most important date on 

the YU academic calendar. For incoming students, Sept. 8th 
serves as a day of reflection, a day of atonement, and most 
importantly, a day of restoration. Sept. 8th, after all, is the 
last day to enter a class in Yeshiva College without special 
permission from a teacher. 

Most incoming students have registered for classes by 
now. I would like to think that the crucial decision of choos
ing a course-load was an informed one, arrived at after rig
orous academic inquiry. In a way, for most students it was. 

When I first matriculated at Yeshiva University, over two 
years ago, I didn't have much guidance (I still harbor a pro
nounced feeling that there is very poor academic guidance 
in this school). I had met a few of the professors when I first. 
arrived at YU and I immediately knew that they were of the 
highest intellectual caliber, but for the most part I had very 
little in the way of academic direction. So I simply regis
tered for the courses that interested me. 

I got lucky. I quickly found myself enjoying my courses, 
doing a lot of work and getting decent grades. I discovered 
that the University was brimming with scholars of breath
taking dimensions. To be sure, friends of mine were lan
guishing in terrible required courses taught by diabolically 
insipid teachers, and many of them were also getting good 
grades. But somehow, I felt more secure than my friends in 
the courses I was taking. 

After my first semester at Yeshiva University, like most of 
this year's incoming class, I found myself researching what 
further classes to take. Naturally, I approached older stu
dents for advice. The question that I asked those older stu
dents--one that I'm sure is familiar to most--was as ambigu
ous as it was revealing. I simply asked what classes were 
"goodr. Furthermore, ! asked which professors were "good". 
As you can well Imagine, the question elicited a variety of 
responses. 

Some answered: "yea, take Dr.---, he's great. He's 
given the same test since 300 BCE". Other students urged 
me to "take Dr.----, he's boring as death, but you never-
and I mean never-- have to show up to class." Some stu-

dents, however, were kind enough to direct me to the pro
fessors who educated with great skill and passion, the 
teachers who were informative creative and edifying. 
Nevertheless, most students assumed I was searching for 
the quick fix, the easy A, and the blow-off par excellence. 

I can't tell you I was astounded. In fact, I actually valued 
the advice. Now I knew which classes were inane and 
which professors were uninspiring boobs. Now I knew 
where to locate the dumbed-out denizens of this University 
and the insidious garbage that is taught in this promising, 
but seemingly decaying institution. In short, now I knew 
which courses not to take. 

This information, more than anything else, has guided 
me In this university. Knowing who were the "good" pro
fessors, and who were the good professors, has al lowed me 
to shape my schedule to fit my academic needs. So take this 
advice: find out who the best professors are, and if you can 
fit them into your requirement-ridden schedule, take their 
courses. Your knowledge gained will be immeasurable and 

your college experience will be significantly enhanced. 
This advice, of course, will sound naive and irresponsible 

to some upper classman. 
It seems that too many students in this school lose their 

original academic enthusiasm. After a few semesters, many 
students become hopelessly jaded and forget the value of 
college. education. As a result, they dish out "good" advice. 
While it is tempting to follow such advice, it's ultimately 
ruinous. 

Look around our various Jewish communities. Many stu
dents don't realize this, but once out of school, most people 
have precious little time for anything besides work. As a 
result, they are intellectually frozen In their college educa
tion; and that usually begins to atrophy after time anyway. 

I was initiated into this tiresome lifestyle this summer. 
Every night, after my nine-to-five job, I was beleaguered 
and completely drained. In this condition I could only 
muster up the strength to eat, watch TV and hang out in the 
city. In fact, I discovered that Washington DC after work is a 

vast expanse of people trying mindlessly to relax and sal· 
vage some enjoyment in their labor-filled day. Well, I was 
one of those people; and although my experience this sum
mer was anything but academic, it certainly made me 
appreciate the hallowed walls of this Yeshiva and this 
University. 

In other words, this is it. You presently find ourselves in a 
profoundly unique institution. It could very well be your 
last scholastic incubation before you enter the mundane 
and regimental work-force. Don't take It for granted. This is 
a time of unbounded academic inquiry and limitless intel
lectual growth. You must therefore approach your educa
tion with a sense of dire urgency. You won't regret it. 

Thus, some more advice is in order: Don't waste time tak
ing those childish high-school-level-Jewish History courses 
where all you have to do is memorize last year's notes for 
last year's test. Yeah, that Stern girl has great handwriting, 
but it's not yours. After all, what's at stake is your apprecia
tion and understanding of the very heritage you embody 

. and seek to maintain. Why would you treat that lightly? 
There are great JH courses, taught by world-class professors 
that are challenging, innovative--even iconoclastic. The 
value of a good JH course is both boundless and enduring. 

Ultimately you want to able to write. You want to 
express yourself clearly and effectively, not like blunder
ing phil istine. Writing is a ski l l  that will help you in count
less ways. Take a quality Engl ish Comp. course. It will hold 
you in great stead. 

Literature courses seem to me to be difficult to har
ness. Some of them, before you can say "Shakespeare," 
become Intellectually flighty and quickly morph into 
reckless displays of pseudo-philosophical banter. There 
is nothing worse that a course with unrestrained discus
sion and groundless discourse. Not to worry, though. 
There are great Literature professors in this University 
that offer engaging and worthy courses. Take advantage 
of them. 

If you enjoy po Ii-sci, take the best po Ii-sci professors. If 
you are interested in finance, take the best finance pro
fessors. It is not difficult to find out who they are. Simply 
ask your upper classman who they think is "good". And 
when you find out who the most qualified professors are 
register for their courses. If you realize that you've regis
tered for a slew of il l-advised courses, you can drop them. 
But you only have until Sept. 8th. 
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Swelling Student Population 
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Spruced Up Main Campus 
· Welcomes Students 

Ambitious Renovations 
Undertaken by University 
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NEW YEAR, NEW- FACES 
Nisse!, Leibowitz Assume Student Services Posts 

BY SHMUEL CAHN 

After 37 dedicated years as Director of 
the Mai_n Center Residence Halls, Rabbi 
Joshua Cheifetz has stepped aside to assume 
the new position of Coordinator of Guidance 
and Student L ife. Replacing him as .Student 
Services Director of Housing and 
Psychological Services is Or. Chaim Nissel. . 
Also departing from the Student Services 
staff is Rabbi ·Adam Miller. Miller has been 
replaced by Mr. Andrew Leibowitz, the new 
Coordinator of Student Services for  
Undergraduate Men. · 

Nlssel, who has taken over the adminis
trative functions of the residence halls, 
received his Psy.D. in School and Cl inical 
Psychology from New York's Pace University 
earl ier this year. · Previously, he attended 
SUNY Purchase while learning at Yeshivat 
Sha'areiTorah In Monsey. 

Prior to assuming his current position, 
N issel was the MTA school psychologist and 
supervisor of its dormitory, Strenger Hall. In 
explaining why Nissel was chosen for this 
post, Dean of Students Dr. Efrem Nulman 
said, "He took a dorm not running well and 
Improved it significantly: Adaitionally, hav
ing already been on campus for two years 
prior to assuming this position was a positive 
factor, as Nissel is no longer a newcomer to 
the Yeshiva University community. 

Among Nlssel's goals for his new job is to 
expand the psychological services within YU 
as a means of promoting the overall well 
being of the student population. One of his 
main accomplishments at MTA was, in his 
words,. "Providing a safe, nurturing, and 
supervised environment for the students.* 

· Although conceding that his new post does 
have greater responsibility, as administrator 
for all of the university housing on this cam
pus, Nissel feels confident in his abil ity to 
meet the challenge. As Nulman stressed, 
"He's a darn good administrator,• and gets 
along very well with the student body. 

· . .. 

Among the challenges of administering 
the university housing is its ever increasing 
population. For this year, .the total YC and 
RIETS residence hall populatio·n has grown 
to approximately 960 students, up 6.7% from 
last year. Among these students are 120 who 
will ·be l iv ing in the . apartments of the 
Independent Housing P rogram. Although 
originally given a lukewarm reception, Nlssel 
judges the IHP to be a success since 60 
returning students specifically requested to 
be placed In the apartments. 

Long a fixture on campus, Rabbi Cheifetz 
has been running· the residence halls since 

1961. A graduate of Yeshiva College, The 
Wurzweller School of Social Work, and a 
_musmakh ofRIETS, he has been Instrumental 
In "being able to read the pulse of the stu
dent body/ said Nulman, "for which the 
administration Is grateful.n In his new posi
tion, Chelfetz will cohtlnue to coordinate 
spec ial programs, such as the successful 
Shabbat Enhancement Program and the 
acclaimed Dorm Talks series. He will also be 
maintaining his apartment in Rubin Hall. 

Cheifetz decl ined to discuss his experi-
ences in managing the dormitories for near
ly four decades,calllng it premature. "I'm not 
feeling nostalgic right now,� he said, point
Ing out that he will continue on In his new 
positi.on for at least a year. Additionally, he 
will be available to assist Nissel in adapting 
to his new responsibilities, since in the 
words of Dr. Nlssel, "I have a very good rela
tionship with Rabbi Cheifetz." 

Also joining the Student Serv ices staff is 
Mr. Andrew Leibowitz. A recent graduate of 
Yeshiva College, Leibowitz received his 
M.Ed. In schoof psychology from Long Island 
University. Before returning to YU, Leibowitz 
was a teacher and psychologist at The 
Salanter Academy of Riverdale, and he con
tinues to be the Youth Director at 
Manhattan's Congregation Ohab Zedek. He 
has replaced Rabbi Adam Miller, who is pur
suing his doctorate at YU's Ferkauf Graduate 
School. 

Leibowitz was rec ru ited by Nulman 
because he was held in high regard at SAR 
by both the students and the parents. His 
appointment Is part of what some see as a 
new strategy by the Off ice of Student 
Services to be more In touch with the stu
dent body. Nulman sees as one of 
Lelbowltz's main assets his desire to be/very 
much out there," attending events and inter
acting wlth•the students, not just residing 
behind a Furst Hall desk. 

_Among his goals for improving Student 
Services Is being very visible by being out 
and about among the student body, and 
through that getting to know students on a 
personal level, and thus, "Letting them know 
that I care.• Leibowitz stressed that the 
Office of Student Services exists not just to 
coordinate with student leaders, but also to 
assist students In dealing with teachers, 
administration, and p_ersonal problems. · 
Along these l ines, he said that he wanted, "To 
le� the students know that there is a place to 
turn to .. : Al.though this seems l ike a tall 
order, considering a student body of over· 
1 100, Leibowitz feels excited by the possibil-
ities, stating that, "I love challenges." 
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U.S. Missile Attacks Felt at 
Yeshiva University 

BY AARON KLEIN 

U.S. Strikes Back 
On Thursday August 20, 1998 the United 

States fired 76 cruise missiles at two target 
locations connected to exiled Saudi mill ion
aire Osama bin Laden. American Intell igence 
offic ials had already concluded that bin 
Laden was the mastermind of the Aug. 7 
bombings of two American embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania. They had also learned 
that he would be meeting with associates at 
a base in Afghanistan on August 20 and a 
successful missile attack on that day could 
cripple many suspected terrorist organiza
tions at once. 

The missiles were launched following a 
direct order by President Clinton, who said 
the United States had "compell ing informa
tion" that the bin Laden network was plan
ning other attacks against Americans and 
was seeking to acquire chemical weapons. 

· Moreover, Cl inton said that bin Laden's asso
ciates planned to blow up six U.S. 747s over 
the Pacific Ocean and to . assassinate the 
president of Egypt and the Pope. Clinton 
proclaimed, "We will help people of all faiths 
who want to l ive free of fear and violence." 

Despite the direct missile attack on his 
organization, bin Laden is still at large and is 
believed to be hiding in Afghanistan. 

Mad Man on the Loose 
Bin Laden is America's terrorist night

mare come true: a multimillionaire militant 
with connections on every continent who 
can harness high-tech weaponry to strike 
throughout the world. B in Laden has already 
admitted to using his estimated $300 million 
fortune to finance terrorist attacks as part of 
his personal campaign against the United 
States for its support of Israel. 

In February, bin Laden issued an edict for 
all Muslims to kill Americans and plunder 
their money everywhere. During an inter
v iew in· his Afghan mountain hideaway in 
June by ABC News corespondent John Miller, 
bin Laden scoffed at American efforts to cap
ture him, and vowed to continue kill ing Jews 
and Americans. 

The State Department said that bin 
Laden has been Involved in terrorist activ i
ties throughout the world, Including the 
Aug. 7 bombing of the U.S. embassies; the 
1996 bombing of a U.S. barracks in Saudi 
Arabia; the shooting of two U.S .  helicopters 
In 1993; a bombing in Riyadh claiming the 
l ives of U .S. service personnel; and a 
Somalian attack on U.S. troops in Mogadishu. 

He is alleged to have supplied rocket
propelled gr�nades and expert Instruction 
to clan fighters in Somalia. Intell igence 
experts believe bin Laden had a hand in the 
World Trade Center bombing in 1993 and 
that he is capable of striking within the 
United States again, possibly using chemical 
or biological warfare. 

What This Means for Us 
Experts throughout the country have 

mixed opinions as to whether the U.S. bomb
ing attacks against bin Laden will result in 
less or more terrorism. Some feel that the 
attacks could prove devastating to tightly
knit terrorist networks and any further vio
lence against Americans and Jews would 
have already been carried out. 

But many counterterrorism experts say 
that bin Laden and his fellow operatives are 
not likely to be impressed by a few cruise 
missiles because .bin Laden is ideologically 
devoted to Islam and the cause of ending 
the United States' support of Israel. The 
greatest dangers now, some offic ials and 
experts say, may be attacks on vulnerable 
U.S. allies or targets within the United States. 
"The prospect of retal iation against 
Americans is very, very h igh," a senior intell i
gence official said. 

Some U.S. officials think terrorists may 
switch from attacking U.S. embassies or mili
tary posts to softer targets such as American 
schools, businesses, or airl ines. Universities 
across the nation are already heightening 
security measures. Because bin Laden is 
intensely anti-Semitic and has sworn to con
tinue attacks on American targets every
where, it is appropriate for h igh profile 
Jewish-American institutions such as ours to 
take precautions. 

Accordingly, certain actions are being 
taken by the Yeshiva University Department 
of Safety and Security. General upgrades 

· were already made to the YU security system 
during the summer, including the installa
tion of new surveillance cameras placed 
throughout the Main Campus. While the 
security personnel are always on the alert, 
they are aware of the situation and have 
been told to take certain additional precau
tions. 

Students have been given a memoran
dum asking them to assist the security 
department in their safety efforts by follow
ing certain procedures. Students were told 
to carry their ID cards at all times, especially ' 
when on campus. If a student observes any
thing out of the ordinary they are asked to 
report to security immediately. Students 
have been asked to report any unusual pack
ages ·or individuals on University premises, 
being particularly alert in public restrooms 
and hallways. Students should not leave 
keys · where unauthorized individuals may 
find them. When needed, a Security 
Supervisor can be contacted 24 hours a day 
at (2 12) 960-5200. 

While the security department would 
not comment on the existence of any cur
rent threats, Don Sommers, Chief of Security 
said,"This situation is one that requires coop
eration between the students, the YU 
Security Department, and the New York City 
Police Department. Students are asked to 
report anything out of the ordinary . . .  stu
dents should, however, real ize that there is 
no reason to be in fear. The situation is under 
control." 

GRANDMA'S COOKIE JAR 
KDSHER�D 

2551 AMSTERDAM AVE. 
NEW YORK, NY-1 0022 

(212) 588-4855 
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U.S. News 8 World 
Report Rankings 

Continued from page 1 
performance, Institutional financial 
resources, distribution of class sizes, relative 
selectiv ity, graduation rate, alumni giving 
rate, and other considerations. 

In four ranked categories of analysis, 
Yeshiva had either the highest or lowest 
level of accomplishment among the nation's 
top fifty universities. This uneven perfor
mance revealed some lopsided figures. 

Of first tier universities, Yeshiva boasted 
the lowest proportion of courses with enroll
ments of over fifty students. On the flip side, 
Yeshiva's reputation rank, the average rating 
of the qual ity of a school's academic pro
grams as evaluated by officials at similar 
i nstitutions, was a meek 3.0 on a five point 
scale. This number lagged behind all other 
top 50 universities. Yeshiva's selectiv ity 
rank and the corollary rate of acceptance 
were both also·the least impressive among 
first tier schools. Yeshiva was only the 83rd 
most select ive university in  the country 
with an acceptance rate hovering around 
the 8�% mark. 

A number of robust performances In 

select areas, however, salvaged Yeshiva's 
top tier placement. Yeshiva's f i nancial 
resources rank landed it in the 13th slot 
nationally, tying it with Duke and placing it 
squarely above Princeton, Cornell, Brown, 
and Dartmouth. The financial resources 
rank considers a university's total educa
tional expenditures per full time student. 
Yeshiva's success in th is category I s  
thought to be·advantaged by Its dual facul
ty of both secular and Judaic Instructors. 

Yeshiva's alumni giv ing rate of 39% was 
13th best in the nation. In this category, 
Yesh iva outperformed such schools as 
Stanford, Cornell, Duke, and Columbia. 

Yeshiva's 12th ranked faculty resources 
level also merits attention. This figure con
siders a university's faculty compensation 
level, proportion of faculty members with 
Ph.D. degrees, proportion of full-t ime fac
ulty members, student/faculty ratio, and · 
class size distribution. Yesh iva t ied 
Stanford and eclipsed Brown, Columbia, 
and Dartmouth In this area. (SEE FULL 
TABLE AT RIGHT) 

Everyth i ng 
you want 
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Academic Computing 
Center in the Works 

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF 

Starting later this semester, Yeshiva 
College will be home to a new computer 
center that promises to be as unique as all 
the other faci l i ty upgrades from this past 
summer. The new Computational Center 
for physical sciences, which will prov ide stu
dents access to powerful new computers, is 

• designed to perform the complex manipu
lations needed in the realm of theoretical 
science. For those students interested in 
mathematical simulations, it will f inally give 
them the tools to do them. 

Late last June, 'Professors Gabriel Cwilich, 
Raji Viswanathan, and Thomas Otway 
received word that their grant application 
to the National Sci ences Foundation, who 
they hoped would f inance the new com
puter center, was approved. With YU  willing 
to match the nearly $75,000 in grant funds, 
they set out buying both personal comput
ers and specially designed workstations 
that could support the _tedious mathemati
cal manipulations they planned to perform. 
To date, they have almost a dozen PC's 
housed on Belfer's 16th floor, and expect 
higher-end computers to arrive In the next 
few weeks. 

The brainchild of three professors with 
varied research interests, the computational 
center will be a unifying factor, of sorts, in 
the area of physical sciences. Common to 
all of them was their use of theoretical 
modeling to test their predictions. As such, 
they needed a way to perform their  calcula
tions. At YU, though, the computers were 
too slow and, sometimes, just not powerful 
enough. Beyond their own work, they 
wanted the new computers for student use. 

•To apply competitively to · graduate 
school, we must train students how to pro
gram, run simulations and analyze the 
results from a scientific perspective/ 
explained Dr. Cwilich. The new center 
would serve as a training site for students in 
what is now considered an entirely separate 
branch of science, computational analysis. 

The new computational center will focus 
on achieving three primary goals. First, it 

will allow teachers to integrate mathemati
cal modeling Into their basic courses. Dr. 
Cwil ich plans to do this for his Intermediate 
mechan ics course, and Dr. Vlswanathan 
plans the same for her molecular dynamics 
course. "S imply creating a stronger com
puter presence enhances the courses and 
allows them to work more effectively in 
teaching students,• Dr. Cwil ich explained. 

Besides improving existing courses, the 
new q>mputers will allow for the develop
ment of new courses that can more fully 
take advantage of the available computing 
power. In  particular, courses that exploit the 
physical sciences' use of simulations will 
benef it. By exposing the link between hard 
sciences and computers, "we open up a 
world of new possibilities." 

The most important benef it of the com
puter center is that it wil l permit profes
sors to set up independent research pro
jects for students. Dr. Cwi lich emphasized 
the importance of such opportunities. 
"Working beyond a classroom setting 
develops skills needed In the modern sci
entific world, as well as sk ill that employers 
look for." Select students will be given pri
vate access to the room, allowing them to 
work on their own time and at their own 
pace. "It is this particular type of experi
ence that graduate schools look for." 

Beyond physics and"chemlstry majors, 
the center promises to open up new roads 
for computer science majors. Previously, 
computer science majors, well-trained to 
enter the business world, had no program 
to develop computer scientists. "Now we 
have one,- explained Cwilich. Additionally, 
the center hopes to attract new YC faculty 
and is the f irst step towards developing a 
program to provide undergraduates with 
postdoctoral-level experience: 

S imply, the new, state-of-the-art com
puter facility promises to be a beacon for 
advanced scientific work among students 
and faculty. Through computer modeling, 
real life is imitated and new avenues of 
research open up. For interested students, 
the developments are important and 
exciting. 

Private Ryan 
Continued from -15 

had the sound level raised, the battle scene 
unscored and the colors in the film stock fil
tered to remove their glossy, commercial 
look. Bullets whiz by -a simple, yet final touch 
in this tour-de-force of filmmaklng, whose 
genius in conception and execution is 
enough to teach a film class. 

In comparison to war films of the past, 
there is much to discuss yet little to disagree 
with. Classic war films, or any war film for that 
matter up until the late 1960's; simply never 
had any reall_sm to them. The heroes' triumph 
is usually glorified, and never put in context 
of the complete war or battle. The good sol
diers always lived, and the tra!tors were killed 
(unless depicting a historically lost battle). 
Even if some real ism existed (as in a film like 
All Quiet on the Western Front), the censors 
rarely permitted gritty portrayals of truth, and 
much rather preferred death sequences in 
which a character announces that he has 
been shot, or those in which a soldier falls to 
the ground without screaming crying or 
clutching Insides that have ventured outside. 

In Saving Private Ryan, war Is real. The only 
way to present the value of life Is not to 
cheapen it with pompous bravery; but to 
embrace It with the notion of mortality. 
Soldiers sift through plies of dog-tags, forget
ting for a moment that each dog-tag belongs 
to someone k i lled. Troop members rewrite 
letters of their dead friends to send, since the 
originals were soaked In blood and would be 

too painful to read. These scenes are as 
Intense as they are honorable. MIiiions of 
people have been lied to by the movie indus
try;they have been viewing a rose-tinted.pic-
ture of war for far too long. 

A major cinematic issue that now arises is 
. where to rank Saving Private Ryan amongst 
the war films of our time. This film gets to 
you; you exit feeling like a pathetic rag of a 
human being after.seeing a film this power
ful. The Deer Hunter and Coming Home show 
more of the aftermath of war and its effects 
on soldiers .and their families. Apocalypse 
Now may be considered artistic, but it por
trays an odd situation in an already odd war. 
Oliver Stone's Born on the Fourth of July most
ly questions the necessity of war and exam
ines the way veterans were treated. His film 
Platoon, much like Stanley Kubrick's: Full Metal 
Jacket, is realistic and offers a snippet of what 
war is like.· Saving Private Ryan surpasses the 
realism of he latter two films, since it doesn't 
simply look real; it makes you feel like you're 
there. 

Francois Truffaut, famed film di rector and 
critic, once mentioned that the highest 
stature a film can achieve, true cinema (more 
commonly known as cinema verlte), occurs 
when a film blends completely with reallty. 
Saving Private Ryan reaches this height. It is a 
must-see· experience, bound to win handfuls 
of Academy Awards and should be placed 
with Spielberg's highest achievements, 
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Roth Scholars Enjoy Research 
Opportunities at Einstein 

BY COMMENTATOR STAFF 

For many pre-meds at YU, the 
summer can be a frustrating time. 
While many busy themselves study
ing for admissions tests and filling 
out medical school applications, all 
share a common concern: finding a 
job to gain experience in the med
ical field. For a select few interested 
in research, this job is made easier. 
As in past years, five Yeshiva College 
students participated in the Roth 
Institute Scholars Program, allowing 
them to work on independent 
research projects under the tutelage 
of faculty mentors at the Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine (AECOM). 

The Roth Scholars program is run as part of 
the Summer Undergraduate Research Program 
at the Sue Golding Graduate School at AECOM. 
After settling on an area of research interest, the 
students were placed in their own laboratories 
and were assigned to specific projects. There, 
they had the option to choose their own areas 
of research interest. The students representing 
YU were Chaim Herman, Chanan Hoschander, 
Yehuda Bums, Yosef Rudolph and Aton Holzer. 
Joining them from Stem College were Shiva 
Shifteh, Malka Skiba and Jennifer Feig. 

Selection criteria for the program include 
grades and extracurricular experience. It 
seemed, however, that students with prior 
research experience were given preference, 
leaving other highly qualified candidates at· a 
disadvantage. 

One member of the selection committee 
explained its position. "Since the students 
selected would be working in an advanced 
academic environment, the participating labs 
would prefer a student who needs less train-

ing;"' Ironically, one of those finally chosen did 
not have previous research experience. 

Nancy Carrasco, a researcher at AECOM who 
oversaw the summer program and placed stu
dents in their labs, explained the focus of the 
Roth program. "Simply, it's to expose students 
to the everyday life experience of working in a 
research lab. There's a big difference between 
merely hearing of and experiencing, hands on, 
the satisfaction of executing experiments and 
getting results." 

For most participants, it was the freedom 
the program afforded that was the biggest 
draw. "I was able to work Independently, mak
ing my own decisions and designing experi
ments," sa id Bums. "I think It's the freedom to 
work on my own that made the program 
enjoyable." 'For most of the Roth students, the 
opportunity to engage in novel investigative 
efforts was most satisfying. 

The summer p_rogram offered weekly semi-
nars in various research areas. This exposed 
them to . the many avenues t.aken by 
researchers in the study of disease. Yosef 
Rudolph described them as exciting because "I 
got to see the things I only read about• 

In addition to the seminars, 
most students participated as reg
ular members of their respective 
labs. There, Holzer found "great 
satisfaction at following the scien
tific method and getting .results." 
As a ·regular participant at lab 
meetings, it was easy for him to do 
so. 

The summer pro.gram conclud
ed with a series of presentations in 
which the Roth Scholars joined 
other summer students at Einstein 
In presenting the i r  work to an 
audience of faculty members and 
fe llow researchers. For some, this 

was their first time speaking before such a 
large audience. 

In addition to the ir presentations, Dean 
Adler paid a visit to Einstein as well. Joined 
by . Drs. Potvin and Feit, the students dis
cussed their summer projects and. how their 
work affected their career decisions. For 
Rudolph, It was "the development of The 
Discovery" that intrigued him. Using tech
nologies taken directly from recent news 
headlines, "it was interesting to see how they 
were put to use." 

The Roth program gave the participants a 
chance to experience life in an academic set
ting outside the confines of Yeshiva College's 
Washington He ights campus. Liv ing in 
AECOM's "Low ·Housing," the students had 
access to their labs whenever they wanted, 
their schedules often mimicking those of 
graduate students. 

Still, for Chaim Her,:nan, it was just work
ing closely with a Ph.D. that was the most fun . . 
"My mentor always seemed to know what to 
do and wanted to make things easier for me. 
I learned a lot �nd had fun doing it." 
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A goodly number of YU students 
spent the previous summer in 

'{Vashing�on engag�d i� political 
internships. Following 1s a com

pilation of the more notable 
efforts: 

ADAM MOSES 
Government Affairs Fellow 
Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas Meeds 
(top 5 lobbying fi rm) 
Editor-in-Chief 

JOSH ABRAHAM 
Intern 
Senator Carol Moseley-Braun (D-IL) 
Columnist 

YISHAI FLEISHER 
Intern 
American .Israel Public Affairs Committee 
(AIPAC) 
Arts & Culture Editor 

DAVID ANZISKA 
Intern 
Representative Rick Lazio (R-NY )  
Staff Writer 

DOVID MENCHELL 
Intern 
Senator John Ashcroft (R-MO) 
Staff Writer 

DAVID SLOAN 
Intern 
Repre sentative Charles Rangel! (D-NY) 

ADAM BENSLEY 
Intern 
Representative Gary Ackerman (D-NY) 

AARON SCHLANGER 
Congr�sslonal Internship 

LYLE KESSLER 
Congressional Internship 

Real Estate 
Purchase 

Continued from 
page 1 

difficult for  students to use; exacerbat
ing an already uncomfortable situation . 

The new buildings a�e intended to 
provide a measure of immediate relief 

. · while e nsuring growing room for the 
fut�re. Consisting oftwo towers of twen
ty-one and nineteen stories respectively, 
the buildings have numerous long-term 
leaseholders, necessitat ing a complex 
f i nancial transaction to obtain the prop
e rty. As of press t ime, both the Office of 
Business ·Affairs and the Office of Publ ic 
Relations refused to comment, but 
sources Inform The Commentator that 
due to the financial intricacies involved 
a l imited partner in the property has 
been obtained as part of the purchase . 

The · University i s  tak ing immediate 
control of four large floors on the lowe r 
stories of the buildings. Totaling nearly 
a fourth of the available space, the floors 
will be used for classrooms and office 
space, inc;luding offices for the Sy Syms 
School of Busi ness. Discussions are 
already underway conce rning the fec1si
bil lty of creating· a ·  separate student 
entrance on the northe rn side . of the 
buildings. 

. .  VU's Midtown 
Property Shopping 

Spree Continu.es 
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The City Seen 
BY YISHAI FLEISHER 

New York City is the hub of culture and 
creativity. The constant change and variety 
in what there is to see and do far surpasses 
that of any other metropolis aspiring for 
New York's grand �tature. The best way to 
take advantage of it all is to be informed 
regarding the locations of interesting 
venues and events that grace our neck of the 
woods. Therefore, I have compiled a meager 
list of things to check out during the precar
ious free time you will bask in during your 
stay here at lovely Yeshiva University. 

Do you like motorcycles? I do! Well, the 
Guggenheim (1071 5th Ave) has decided 
that motorcycles should be seen as art and 
therefore have put on a show dedicated 
solely to motorcycles. · Instead of trying to 
understand the hidden meaning behind a 
snooty· piece of modern art you can wear 
leather and check out some chrome. The 
show runs till September 20. 

Everest at the lmax (1998 Broadway) is 
the answer for those in search of a real 
adventure from the comfort of their very 
own cushy movie theater seat. The movie 
captures the life and death of a group of 
explorers trying to make it atop the tallest 
and most treacherous mountain in the 
world. The shocking footage in this film, its 
huge screen, and the bass blasting sound 
system makes for a hell of a ride. 

For the best jazz around town head into 
Augie's (2751 Broadway) or Smalls (183 W 
10th). The mellow ambiance combined with 
the funky bands that frequent these estab
lishments make for a great night out. Much 
cheaper then places such as the famous Blue 
Note, these little clubs offer a combination of 
talented jazz performers and a carefree 
atmosphere. 

Polanco (502 Amsterdam) Is a new glatt 
kosher Mexican restaurant. Though a bit on 
the pricy side, Mexican food lovers who 
observe Halacha will not be disappointed. 
An appetizer of guacamole with nachos, a 
Burrito Santa Fe, a coke, and ole, its like your 

in Cabo San Lucas again. 
For a short glimpse into the large spec

trum of inter.ests, places, and cultures that . 
exist in this world there is only one place to 
go. The magazine/cafe section of Barnes 
and Nobles (1960 Broadway) has a gigan
tic array of the worlds publications ranging 
from gun magazines, music gossip, hiking 
gear, fashion and even news. Just take a 
handful, grab a table and a cup of coffee, and 
your set for a reading rainbow. 

There are times at YU when one misses 
the very basic foundation this nation stands 
upon:TV. If you are tired of watching ESPN2 
with everybody else in the smelly lounge, 
head down to The Museum of Television 
and Radio (25 W52nd). First, you can get 
your own screen, and then you can take out 
twenty episodes of The Twighlight Zone at 
no extra charge. Just pay the entrance fee 
and veg. 

The �ronx; it just doesn't sound good. 
But once you reach the Bronx Botanical 
Gardens you will find that the Bronx's bad 
reputation is not so well deserved. Two 
hundred and fifty acres of exotic trees and 
plants, lots of benches, lots of trails, and lots 
of peace. For those of you pre-med people 
who like to stress over A minuses or those 
of you who just like to breath in naturally 
perfumed air, this ls

0

the place for you, 
Still the Bronx; it Just doesn't sound 

good. To quote Simon and Garfunkle 
(Jews!) "Someone told me it's all happening 
at the zoo." Those brothers said it right, The 
Bronx Zoo makes the cafeteria look a lmost 
human, and with tons of crazy creatures it 
makes YU look almost tame. Take advan
tage of the zoo, it's a great Sunday excur
sion. 
, Last but not least, the Cloisters (Fort 

. Tryon) is right around the corner. With its 
view of the river, its large grass fields, arid 
the magnificent art and architecture, the 
Cloisters is the saving grace of our scenic, 
peace loving neighborhood. If you are con
templating homicide, come here first, take a 
few deep breaths and relax. Life is good. 

SUMMER CONCERTS 
ev Eu GuROCK 

There are few constants in this crazy world 
of ours. Some things will never change. 
Summer sunsets will forever be beautiful, the 
sky will always be above, and summers in 
America will always ring money in the pock
ets of anyone with an idea. Corporate 
America realized some time ago that 
teenagers spend nearly double the amount 
of money in the summer season than any 
other time of the year. The music industry has 
picked up on this fact and has flooded the 
summer arenas with concerts and festivals. 
But now, as the summer is over, we look back 
and see which tours were purely hype and 
which were for real. 

The first tour which we can easily throw 
into the recycle bin is the Spice Girls tour, a 
perfect example of hype over quality. We all 
know that the show in Madison Square 
Garden sold out In minutes and for the next 
few months people were in a frenzy to get 
tickets. But when .the girls finally rolled into 

town, the sold-out show was played before a 
crowd of ten year-old girls and their parents. 
But no one has ever c;laimed that the Spice 
Girls were anything more than hype, so they 
are excused. Other "hype over hip" concerts 
included the Smashing Pumpkins concert at 
Radio City Music Hall, and The Other Ones as 
headliners of this years Furthur Festival. 

The Pumpkins, who are known as great 
live performers, put on one of their worst 
shows ever in our area. The songs they played 
were almost entirely from their new album 
"Adore" which isn't bad, but the way they 
played the songs sounded, well, bad. Even . 
when they played the popular songs, they 

· also sounded bad. There Is no other way to 
describe them,just bad. 

The Others Ones, who are most of the 
surviving melT!bers of the Grateful Dead 
plus a few extras, should have been the best 
concert of the summer to the legions of 
Deadheads throughout the country. 

continued on page 15 

BY VAIR OPPENHEIM 

Pl (3. 14) 

WRITTEN AND DIRECTED 
BY DARREN ARONOFSKY 

STARRING: SEAN GUL_LITTE, 
MARK MARGOLIS AND BEN SHENKMAN 

"The 'Jewish' science�fiction thril ler." 
"The best use of sixty thousand dollars (the 
film's budget) for entertainment I've seen." 
If none of these statements is appealing 
enough, then perhaps mentioning that Pl is 
nothing short of brilliant would be satisfac
tory. 

For many a year, decades to be precise, 
the sci-fi movies that have dominated the 
cinema have commonly' featured rays guns 
and warp engines, concepts, which though 
intelligent and creative are heavy on fiction 
side of the phrase. lri fact, over 95% of sci
ence-fiction can be classified into that 
league. Pl, however, is one of the rare gems; 
the rare accompllshm_f!nts which has sci
ence embedded firmly in its roots. 

The premise behind Pf Is fascinating: A 
mathematical genius with debilitating 
migraines, Max Cohen has constructed a 
supercomputer named Euclid that seems to 
be able to predict the rhythm of the finan
cial markets. As this has potential Investors 
waiting with bated breath to snatch It from 
him, a mysterious string of 216 digits keeps 
manifesting in its data. Max soon ap
proaches his mentor for advice, and the 
advice he gets is to stick with the math, not 
the pattern, because if he looks for a num
ber he will always find it "and then you will 
be a numerologist, not a mathematician," 
says Max's mentor. 

His search for the meaning of this pat
tern leads him to a Hassidic Jew with a pen
chant for Jewish numerology (Gematrlah) 

who is also searching for the 'bug' deep 

Max to a disturbing hypothesis for the 
string of cryptic numbers (skip to the next 
paragraph unless you wish to read this 
small plot spoiler): Max's inventiqn may be 
the key that can unlock the grand pattern 
embedded in all creation -- as well as 
unveiling the true mathematical name of 
God. 

The acting in this film is commendable. 
Sean Gullettte, who plays Max Cohen, 
embodies the well�known icon of the "mad 
scientist" and uses his screen time to 
expose his genius and his madness. Mark 
Margolis, who plays Max's mentor and col-
league Sol Robeson, gives a performance 
that Is reminiscent of Paul Scofield's father
ly figure in Quiz Show. As for the Jewish 
representation in the film, it happily leaves 
nothing to be desired. Ben Shenkman and 
Stephen Pearlman who play Lenny Meyer 
and Rabbi Cohen respectively, are fully 
developed characters whose only stereo
type Is an understandable Brooklyn accent. 
These observant Jews are shown doing 
what observant Jews do and not the public 
impression of what that is (All the Judaism 
references are cool and accurate to boot). 

Aronofsky picks the ·right shots as a 
_director and doesn't waste an opportunity. 
While the camera is moving frenetically, 
observing each of Max's migraines and 
delusions, the shots picked aren't at ran
dom to indicate a sophomoric attempt at 
avant-garde · filmmaking; they include 
metaphors and foreshadowing in reference 
to Max's problems. The final shot in the 
film, of leaves · covering a bright sun, is 
thought provoking as it parallels the plot; it 
is what Max chooses to se_e over what truly 
exists. 

The plot by itself is a unique achieve
ment on its own. A'ronofsky manages to 
engage us into thinking that math can be 
fascinating and dangerous. He begins by 
explaining simple mathematical concepts 
and theories to us through Max (among 
them are theories by Archimedes and 
·Pythagoras) and tosses them through the 
scientific method to reach his hypothesis. It 
lends the plot substance and credibility. It 
dupes the audience much in the same way 
great special effects make the unreal realis
tic; It takes a few moments to realize that 
some elements are 100% fictitious. The film 
tends to spen� too much time on Max's 
·delusions and illness, but there wasn'\ 
much more that could be added to the 
mathematical plot to begin with, so It's neg
ligible. 

As not only a first feature for Darren 
Aronofsky, but also as a black and white, low 
budget independent film, this film exceeds 
all expectations, and has put this director 
011 the map. Aronofsky has already won the 
Best Director Award at the Sundance film 
festival, which is the ·"Academy Awards" of 
independent fi lms. Due to its limited 
· release, Pl Is only playing at the Angelika 
Film Center, located on the corner of West 
Houston St. and Mercer St. 
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Spiritual Uplifting 

111e Tzjat Klezmer Festival 

oncerts 
Continued from page 14 

Unfortunately, it too was disappointing. Bruce hearts of everyone who attended their shows. 
Hornsby came in to handle the keyboards and The best example of this is a little Vermont 
some of the singing, but their sound was miss- band which has been doing this for years. 
ing something. The concert was entertaining fn Phi sh has a following that people call "Dead
a lot of respects, but overall, the songs were like" because of the way their fans follow them 
lacking a special someone who can never be around the country. Phish is one of the best 
replaced. live bands in the country right now. They mix 

BY 5ENYA MALER 

Two thirty· a.m. Four pairs of muddy 
boots embark on a trek. Destination Tzfat. 
The night was electric; crisp Kinneret air filled 
our lungs as the buses emptied. The 
Klezmerim have returned. 

Touched down in the land of Kaballlstic 
rite in the middle of the hallowed night. 
Twisted war scarred alleys lined with glow
ing candles welcomed our arrival. As we trod 
the footsteps of legends past, we were wit
ness to how the shells of modern steel could 
tear at the skin of this holy city but could 
never challenge the soul, and could never 
fully bring it down to our corporeal world. 

Now floating, sleeping bags in hand, we 
knew those thoughts had to-be temporarily 
put away as we looked for a soft spot to lay 
our weary heads, to cuddle up with the Ari 
z"tl and go to sleep. Dawn pierced the sky 
like a razor through black paint; the festival 
had begun. We didn't even begin to realize 
just how many people shared our journey 
until we ascended out of the old city to the 

· 1evel of the countless outdoor cafes and local 
shops lining the cobblestones on both sides 
of Rehov Yerushalayim. Coasting along this 
main thoroughfare of Tzfat looking for 
breakfast, we · all knew that this would be 
three days to remember. 

· 1t just so happens to be that masquarad
ing as hotel staff or just a very confident lost 
guest determined to get his complementa!)' 
breakfast, one could manage to eat very 
well at any one of the buffets in the dining 
rooms of whichever modern hotel suited 
your preference. It was Tuesday, and ther
fote Mal9n HaMerkaz was offering all your 
continental favorites. After enough cheese 

. to kill three horses for the reasonable bill of 
nothing, the odyssey continued. On account 
that the bands weren't due to �egin playing 
�efore seven or nineteen (depending on 
whose watch you were wearing) that night, 
the day was ours to reacquaint ourselves 
with the city and the waters of the Kinneret. 

We came back as the bands were tuning 
up and Tzfat was getting ready to rumble. 
There were different stages set up in the 
cozy stone-clad town squares of old Tzfat, 
each hosting diverse Jewish bands simulta
neously playing their different styles of 
music. As the sun set the sleepy alleys 
became packed with people rubbing 
elbows with mystics and locals, winding 
through the endless tables of vendors, stop
ping at the flaming food stalls or waiting in 
line for freshly squeezed juice. Crossing the 
old British-patrolled demarcation l ine 
between the Jewish and Arab quarters of 
Tzfat we had to pass a newly installed bor
der patrol of a "spirited" group of Breslov 
Chassidiril, whose chants of Na! Nach! 
Nachma! Nachman! echoed loudly off Her 
Majesty's now rusted and abandoned watch 
towers. 

Three nights running from stage to stage 
on different corners of old Tzfat. We took in 
everything from a jam session of sixteenth 
century Chassidic Nigunnim, a three hour 
Carlebach revival, the songs · of Rav 
Nachman set to hard rock and reggae beats, 
and of course, Klezmer. Any description, no 
matter how accurate, could never come 
close to capturing an atmosphere that could 
never be laid out in words. o;iginally think
ing it was a weak but conceivable compari
son, in the end I couldn't even think of deni
grating the experience by calling it a Jewish · 
Woodstock. 

From the onset, we decided to put our 
cameras away as they to could not even 
attempt to capture the reality surrounding 
us. As the crowds were thinning out, ·we 
walked to the ancient cemetery near the 
mikvah of the Ari z"tl where we met an old 
local who told us volumes of those famous 
mystical "Tzfat stories." 

The finale, winding up at dawn marked 
the end of the Klezmer festival, and as we 
boarded the same bus that brought us Tzfat 
was stil l  glowing, glowing like the eternal 
memories of three August nights. 

by Yair Oppenheim 

Just as these concerts failed to realize their jazz and blues with an improvisational attitude 
projected hypes, there were some big concerts that turns the concert into one big dance 
which tot.ally surpassed their goals. The best of party. If only anyone would notice this band 
these tours was by the Dave Matthews Band. their shows would be sold-out months in 
Dave, who Is still touring and subsequently con- advance, but surprisingly, almost none of their 
quering America, has put together one of the . shows this summer were. Other bands that 
most original and talented bands in decades. unexpectedly played well, were Rusted Root at 
He started out with a small college following, the Furthur Festival, Barenaked Ladies at the 
and now has solCH>ut an entire summer-long Horde Festival, John Fogerty and Peter, Paul, 
large arena tour. His shows, which mix violin and Mary. 
and. saxophone with some hard rock and roll, Rusted Root opened up for The Other Ones 
provide enough energy to power a small city at the Furthur Festival and played better than 
and that is what makes the Dave Matthews the headliners. They played with soul and 
Band so incredible. Th� blew everyone away heart and anything else they had with them. 
at Giants Stadium, even the sound and lighting Even four years after their only radio play, 
guys. Other performers who lived up to their Rusted Root plays like they belong in the main
hype w�re Tori Amos, Metallica, Page and Plant, stream of American music. Speaking of jump
and Ani Difranc9. ing into the American mainstream,due to their 

The last couple times Tori came to our area, amazing sets and their new album, America 
her shows were lousy, but this summer she has fallen in love with the boys of Barenaked 
played an un.believable one at Madison Square Ladies. John Fogerty has been winning over 
Gardl!n. Touring with a backing bar.d for the audiences since he started Creedence 
first time ever, she· played with the energy and Clearwater Revival, and now as a solo artist 
strength that has so far only existed on her years later he still knows what it takes to win a 
albums. Metallica rode Into town and did noth- crowd. He mixed up his set with material from 
ing different than they have been doing for the his new album and some classic CCR; the per
past decade or so, playing hard and fast. They feet combination for a perfect concert. 
do it better than ariyone else. Old 'Zeppelin Legendary folk musicians Peter, Paul, and Mary 
fans loved it when Page and Plant started tour- have been many things to present day rock
ing again. They loved it even more when much and-roll; parents, role models, and icons. Yet 
of their shows consisted of the classic tunes. they have never had such a place in the pre
These two know how to rock, they've been sent until this summer tour which has seen a 
doing it their entire careers. Much of the hype new generation of fans love them. 
Anl Difranco has· gathered over the past year So there you go, what really occurred this 
almost vanished by the time she came to play summer while you were hanging out at the 
here, but some one forgot to tell her. She plays beach or wearing a tie inside some midtown 
with the fight of a lion and the voice of dagger, office building. Oh, and by the way, if you were 
a dangerous yet delicious combination. looking for something on the Backstreet Boys 

There were concerts this summer which or Celine Dion, keep on looking brother, you 
had no hype about them at all but won the ain't gonna find it here. 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN - DIRECTED BY STEVEN SPIELBERG 
STARRING: TOM HANKS, ED BURNS, TOM SIZEMORE AND 

into the common occurrences, large and small, that present 
themselves in every maelstrom of carnage: the atmosphere of 
battle, the reaction.back home, the courageous and fearful sol
diers,as well as the lucky and unfortunate ones. MATT DAMON 

Every few years Steven Spielberg proves to audiences why he 
is the most influential film director alive by conceptualizing a film 
(the word directing doesn't do his creativity justice) in the most 

. ·imaginative way possible and then translating this point of view 
onto the screen. He reinvents himself in front of audiences in 
each of his gr\?clt films. He defined what a great or best film is in 
a particular genre with his movies; for suspense - Jaws, science 
fiction - Close Encounters of the Third Kind, ad•tenture - Raiders of 
the lost Ark, fantasy- E.T., the African-American drama - The Color 
Purple, and for the Holocaust - Schindler's list. These films res
onate with a perfect comprehension of an idea; a gifted eye for 
seeing things as the common man perceives it. Spielberg has 
now turned to the subject of war,and frankiy,after this film there 
will be no need to for anyone to direct another war film again. 

Saving Private Ryan is the story of how a troop of soldiers is 
commanded to travel behind enemy lines to save the last sur
viving sibling of the four Ryan brothers. This morality question, 
one which has seen many forms in all wars past or present, is a 
sharp allegory to the macrocosm of the entity that is war, which 
ls:What Is the value of life? Is a sacrifice that one may never see 
or weigh the rewards of, worthwhile? The focused plot delves 

Tom Hanks gives a performance (surely one of his best) that 
only he could give. An every-man performance not of the "Tom 
Hanks persona" (which has traces of Jimmy Stewart), but of a 
Tom Hanks that has been through the war; a truly changed man 
th'at has acquired a grim look on his face and a war-induced con
dition. He plays Capt.a in John Miller, the head of the troop search
ing for Ryan (Matt Damon in a short, yet solid performance), and 
is flanked by Sergeant Horvath (Tom Sizemore, in a memorable 
performance), along with the melting pot of soldiers that typi
cally make up any unit. The story is long enough for all of the 
characters to develop and serve their purpose and the script 
teems with lines that etch themselves into people's memories. 

The film as a whole, and as a piece of directing, is spectacular. 
The first half-hour of the film, which documents the invasion of 
Omah� beach in Normandy is the most riveting and breathtak
ing war sequence ever filmed (far better than that in Platoon). 
Spielberg, along with his cinematographer, Janusz Kaminski, 
sped the film up in the editing process and ran through the set 
with hand-cams to give the most realistic feeling possible:that of 
a soldier running with a limited peripheral vision. Spielberg then 

continued on page 10 
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Personal Reflection: 
Looking Back at the Life of a Friend 

BY JEFFERY NEIGER 

SPECIAL TO THE COMMENTATOR 

In order to be able to lead the groups, he ' 
gladly woke up early to attend the shul's 
hashkama minyan. Continuing in his devo-

The huge crowd of over a thousand tion to community service, Josh partici
who attended the funeral of Elazar _pated in programs that deliv_ered meals to 
Yehoshua ben Moshe Yltzchok, A"H, was needy families. Josh's primary involve
testimony to his unique ability to have ment in serving the community . was 
had an impact on the lives of so many through his part�cipation in Fair  Lawn's 
people from a multitude of different back- emergency

. 
service 

grounds. Josh's friends came from all departrrient. Josh 
around the country to say goodbye to spent countless 
their dear friend whose memory will never hours training to 
be forgotten. His entire community came become an· EMT-B 
out to support his g rieving family. Many and serving -on -the 
at the funeral did not even know Josh, yet town's . volunteer 
they still felt some connection to him. · ambulance corps. 

Throughout his life, Josh continuously Josh could f re
showed a strong love and devotion for quently be found 
Torah. He put in hours every week as edi- · taking an emer� 
tor-in-chief of Kol Torah, the d'var Torah gency call · in the 
newsletter of his high s chool, Torah middle of the night, 
Academy of Bergen County. His love of and gave up having 
Torah also led him to Is rael, for a year of fun with his friends 
study after high school. Josh spent last In · order to help 
year .  attending Shaarel Mevasseret Zion, save the lives of 
where his love for Torah helped him flour- those In need� 
ish and form an everlasting connection to Even greater 
Torah and Eretz Yisrael. He was asopho- than any of his 
more majoring in finance at Yeshiva actions, what made 
University's Sy Syms School of Business .  Josh extra special, 

Josh was also highly devoted to serv- was the way he con
ing his community. Acting as a role model ducted himself in 
for the children of his shul, Shomrei Torah relation to others. It 

of Fair Lawn, New Jersey, he spent every was not blatantly obvious to the common 

Shabbos morning leading youth groups. observer that Josh was so involved · 1n 
doing chesed. He took advantag� of every 

opportunity to do chesed as if he - -
were just doing what was expected 
of him. His friends all knew that 
Josh could be counted on to be 
there for them if they ever needed 
any favor, no matter how great. He 
would always go out of . his way, 
Inconveniencing himself, in order to 
help his ·  friends and family. When 
something was important to Josh, 
and when he knew something · 
needed to be done, he did It. And 
he went about it in such an unas
suming way, without fanfare. One 
year,a local store was having a.post
holiday sale in which they offered 
extra savings for customers who 
came early. Josh, in anticipation of 
his mother's upcoming bi rthday, 
woke up at 6 am to go to the store. 
When he returned, his family was 
still sleeping, and Josh Just went 
back to sleep. Such actions were 
typical of Josh, whose utter sinceri-
ty and concern could be sensed by 
all who knew him well. 

A Modes·t. Person In 
an Immodest World 

·ev YosEF LEVINE great understanding of the business world . 
. He never wanted anyone to think that he 

In a society in which foul language and was special or smarter than the next stu
lmproper speech are fo some extent a nor- dent but the reality is, he was. He truly 
mality, Josh came to show that this is not understood what it means for a Ben Torah 
the proper behavior for a Jew. To most out- to be modest in today's society. 
siders Josh Bender was ."the quiet kid" who Performing Mitzvot L'Shalm Mitzvah . 
always stood back and was· never gregari- For Josh, no mltzvah was unattainable. 
ous. However, this temperament made Josh Let it be giving somebody a lift to shul, 
very unique. He always knew what to say helping a friend in need, or helping his 
and when to say it. He was the type of per- mother prepare for Shabbos, he was always 
son who spoke only when conversation ready to lend a hand. Many times people 
demanded it. Whether it be to answer a help others for the wrong reasons, but .for 
·question in class or In remarking to a Josh it was always /'shaim mltzvah. He was 
_friend, never did I ever heard a curse or  never concerned with the kavod or fringe 
negative remark from Josh; benefits that often accompany a mitzvah. 

I was not only amazed by the fact that When Josh was in high school; he ·had a 
Josh always watched his words but It was bad experience and was forced to undergo 
the way in which he related his feelings surgery to correct scoliosis. After. being 
towards others. It was in such a modest bedridden for several months, he became 
fashion. I remember on one occasion Josh infatuated with the idea of helping others 

had received his to reciprocate for the communal help he 
midterm corporate had received when in need. He found his 
finance grade. He calling when he joined the Fair  Lawn 
ecstatically told me Volunteer Ambulance Corp. during his 
that he did really Junior year of high sct)ool. · · 
well. When I asked As an Emergency Medical Technician, 
him what grade tie Josh_ learned skills that he quickly mas
scored; he res- tered. He was a very diligent EMT alid flt In 
. ponded, " It-doesn't well when working in team situations . .  
matter.• When . 1 · After several months on the ambulance 
heard this, I was corps inostof his fellow corpsmen noticed 
taken . aback. .. My that Josh was different. He was never  con
·frlends and I al- cerned with.the .lntern�I politics within the 
ways exchange ·our walls of rn_any volunteer organizations. He 
grad�s when w,e was only concerned aboufone thlilg ... the 
get them back but patient. I recall once having a conversation 
for some strange : · with hiri:i at)out the ambulance corps and I 
reason Josh did not · · mentioned the posslbllity. of--·qulttlng · 
want to tell me. I let because I could�'t bear working with some 
the moment tem- of my fellow corpsmen. He was also upset 
porarily pass but with the current situation In t� amtiu
then later that day I lance corps at that time but told rne that if 
overheard othe·r he quits, he Is going to jolo the emergency 
students saying · squad in Paramus, a neighboring town. He 
how Josh . sur-:- . didn't care where he worked. If it couldn't 
passed most stu- · be In his native town of Fair  Lawn, he would 

dents on the test and scored second high- go next door just to help lend a hand. 
est in the class. 

. 
That was Josh, he only wanted one 

Josh knew his finance cold and had a thing The b t i  . ,... es or everyone .... 
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