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NEW ACADEMIC VP APPOINTED 
GELMAN NAMED ASSOCIATE VP 

BY MORDECHAI FISHMAN 

Filling the vacancy created by 
William Schwartz's resignation, Dr. 
Morton Lowengrub, dean of the 
College of· Arts and Sciences at 
Indiana University, has been 
. named Yeshiva University's vice­
president for Academic Affairs, 
effective . September 1, · 1999. 
Accompanying Lowengrub's 
appointment is· that of Dr. Sheldon 
Gelman,. dean of the Wurzweiler 
School of Social-Work, to the post 
of associate v;ce president _for 
Academic Affairs. Gelman will con­
tinue to serve as interim academic 
vice president until Lowengrub's 
arrival on campus in the fall. 

A graduate · of New York 
University, Lowengrub holds a 
master'.s degree· from the 
California Institute of Technology 
and a doctorate in mathematics 
from Duke University. After teach­
ing at Duke, North Carolina State, 
and Wesleyan Universities, 
Lowengrub joined the faculty of 

Indiana University in 1967, and 
quickly rose through the academic_ 
ranks. Following stints as the 
director of mathematics graduate 
studies and. chairman of the 
Mathematics Depjtrtment, he held 
a series of upper-level administra­
tive positions, including those of 
dean for research and graduate 
development and director of the 
Institute for Advanced Studies, and 
ultimately became dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences in 

1988. 
Lowengrub brings with him a 

distinguished list of published 
research in the field of applied 
mathematics, including five books 
and monographs and some two 
dozen scholarly articles published 
in various mathematical journals . 
He has held several prestigious fel­
lowships, and has won awards for 
excellence in teaching and 
research. Additionally, he has the 
rare distinction of having an aster­
oid named after him by the 
International Astronomical Union 
for his contributions in the plan­
ning and design of the WIYN 3.5-
meter telescope. 

"Yeshiva University is a unique 
institution with an excellent repu­
tation, "said Lowengrub. "Building 
on its solid foundation and track 
record of success, it has the poten­
tial to achieve even more in the 
years ahead. I look forward to 
working with Dr. Lamm, Dr. 
Gelman, the deans of the individ­
ual schools, faculty members, and 

_M_T_ ...... A-,,-s-A_d_m...... -,.-n-,·-s_t_r_a_-t-,·v_e_'_ lo-,·d--, administrators to attain this goal." 
I ft VI In theory, the vice-president for 

Academic Affairs is one of the most 

"F1·1_1ed. w,·th App· o,·ntm�· nt important and powerful figures in 
the YU administration. Almost 

· · • • every aspect of education falls 

of New Principal under ·the rubric of Academic · 
·. Affairs. Curriculum for the entire . . ' . 

BY JASON (YRULNIK share a similar-vision targeting an 
increasingly selective admissions 
process, and a better focus main­
taining the weapons MSTA now 

· possesses. "I am committed to 

University, including new pro­
grams or degree tracks, and any 
modification involving academics 

continued on page 17 

Student 
Co unc il 

Elections: 
The Bol d 
and the 
Boring 

BY JESSE MENDELSON 

After a week of furious cam­
paigning, the Yeshiva College 
General Elections for the 1999-
2000 academic year were held on 
Thursday, April 29, 1999. The tight 
races saw. candidates · advertising 
signs throughout the campus 
touting past accomplishments and 
plans for the future. Although 
many of the future plans will go 
unaccomplished, it is encouraging 
to know that the student body 
should be well represented next 
year by dedicated individuals. 

The race for the coveted posi­
tion of Yeshiva College Student 
Council President saw Jonathan 
Mell, a native South African and 
Los Angeles resident, emerge vic­
torious over Daniel Drabkin and 
Simcha Fuld. Upon victory, Mell 
commented, "The support for my 
Agenda 2000 shows that every 
student will work to truly improve 
student life on campus. I look for­
ward to working with the adminis­
tration to realize these important 

continued on page 1 7 

Continuing on a quest towards 
excellence, The Marsha Stern 
Talmudical Academy has found a 
ne'IV soldier to drive the once 
unsteady high school on the road 
back to stability. On Friday,.May 7, 
Rabbf Michael Hecht, ·the new 
Dean of MSTA announced the 
appointment of Ya'acov Sklar to 
the post of Principal, a position that 
has . remained vacant since the 
school's decision to forego the 
contract renewal of current 

ensuring that MSTA be recognized t----R-I E_T_S_M __ ..... U_S_M_A_(_H __ _ 
as a �chool of true excel_lence in 
both limudei kodesh (religious 

Principal· Rabbi 
Michael Taubes. 
Sklar is sla_ted to 
assume the role as 
· principal effective 
July 1. 

Sklar, a Yeshiva 
College alum, 
brings to MSTA an unparalleled 
reputation in the local educational 
community. Sklar currently serves 
as Principal at The Academy of 
Future Technologies, Intermediate 
School 162 in the Bronx, a position 
he has held for 12 years. Under his 
outstanding leadership, the acade­
my has been designated as the 
"Number One School of Choice" in 
the district, an honor attesting to 
Mr. Sklar's superb capabilities and 
unique vision. 

"Mr. Sklar has a deep under­
standing of our community ... I 
envision a true partnership as we 
work together to restore MSTA to 
its position of greatness," affirmed 
Dean Hecht. Both Sklar and Hecht 

studies) and general academic 
AN NO u NC ES HIS studies,"explained Sklar. "Together · · . 

with Dr. Hecht and our outstanding · · 
faculty, we will recruit first-rate stu- HOMOS EXLJALITY 
dents and faculty to remain ahead 
of the growing competitive field of YU RABBflM ARE AP'""LLfD Yeshiva high schools in the tri-state 

· rn 
===.,,.--.,..... region." 

Alone with 
Sklar's appoint­
ment as princi­
pa I, came 
another encour­
a g i n g 
announcement. 

According to University officials, 
Rabbi Hecht has officially changed 
his title from "Acting Dean" to 
"Dean," in a permanent attempt to 
fulfill the promise made to remain 
with MSTA "as long as it takes" to 
realize his goals for the school. 
Insiders inform The Commentator, 
that Dean Hecht will have the final 
say in high school matters, but the 
pair will primarily split administra­
tive function with Hecht supervis­
ing religious study and Sklar man­
aging secular academia. 
Regardless of the actual division of 
responsibility, Yeshiva University 
President, Ra.bbl Dr. Norman Lamm 

continued on page 16 

BY AARON KLEIN 

Rabbi Steven Greenberg, a 
graduate of Yeshiva College and 
YU's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary (RIETS) has 
become the first Orthodox rabbi 
ever to publicly announce his 
homosexuality. Greenberg dis­
closed his sexual orientation in 
interviews with both The Forward, 
a contemporary Jewish-American 
newspaper, and an Israeli publica­
tion, Ma'ariv. The New York Times 
will be publishing a feature article 
on Rabbi Greenberg as well. Some 
Interpret his move as ,,a sign that 
Orthodox Judaism will soon need 
to respond to the conflicts of reli­
gion and homosexuality, while 
many YU rabbis are disturbed by 
Greenberg's actions and claim that 
his announcement profanes the 
Yeshiva University name. 

Greenberg, 42, is a Teaching 
Fellow at CLAL - The National 
Center for Learning and 

Leadership, where he heads many 
programs, classes and shabbaton­
im throughout North America. 
Greenberg has been instrumental 
in the establishment of Jerusalem's 
Open House, the first Gay and 
Lesbian Center to be built in Israel. 
He is currently completing a book 
exploring the subject of homosex­
uality from the perspective of 
Jewish theology and personal 
experience. 

Greenberg relates that he first 
started to deal with his own homo­
sexuality after his sophomore year 
at YU, when he decided to attend 
Yeshivat Har Etzion. There, 
Greenberg sought the advice of 
Rabbi Yosef Shalom Eliashiv, a 
respected scholar in Jewish law 
and a world-renowned posek. 
Greenberg claims that after he 
informed Eliashiv of his supposed 
bisexuality (Greenberg later admit­
ted that he was completely gay), 

continued on page 18 
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Dear Fellow Students, 
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American 
Jewish Press 
Association 

As you take this break from cramming for finals, I would like to take a moment to 
express my gratitude to you, the student body, for granting me the opportunity to repre­
sent you and your ideas to our administration as YCSC President. I feel compelled to 
acknowledge the hard work of this year's outgoing Yeshiva College Student Council. The 
tireless efforts of Dror Barber and his entire board have produced many great events and 
programs, and have laid the foundation for an even more successful future. 

In order to accomplish the objectives that I have set forth in our Agenda 2000, which 
entails efforts to improve both accommodation and convenience on campus, I will have 
to solicit the help of many people. Thankfully, I will be privileged to have the opportunity 
to work with an extraordinary board next year consisting of Dov Brandstatter, YC Vice 
President, Yossi Knoll, Vice President of Business Affairs, Aryeh Goldberg, Treasurer, and 
Chaim Schneider, Secretary. Despite the competence of my board, we cannot achieve our 
goals without the help of the other student organizations on campus, as well as the most 
powerful voice of all, the student body. Please remember that there are many positions to 
be filled and countless missions to be accomplished; the opportunity for you to help is 
just a phone call away. 

A great addition to Orientation '99 will be the reestablishment of WYUR, the official 
undergraduate radio station of Yeshiva University. After a three-year hiatus, with the help 
of many hard-working Individuals, particularly Hadar Weiss, WYUR will be broadcasting 
again next year, promising to be better than ever. In addition, our Orientation staff Will be 
working hard this summer in order to inaugurate next year in style. The Guide to the 
Perplexed, with new and improved sections and content, will hopefully make living and 
adjusting to life in the big city a little less stressful. 

As I mentioned before, Agenda 2000 sets forth a plan to Improve campus life. Some of 
the larger issues that affect our dally lives include Improvements in the cafeteria, installing 
ethernet in the dorms, and creating a closer connection between us, the student body, 
and our administration. We hope to work diligently to achieve these goals as swiftly as 
possible. 

Good luck on your finals; don't forget that vacation time is just around the corner. Have 
a wonderful summer, and see you next year. 

Jonathan Mell 

J 
-� 

� 
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Special Thanks 
As the Commentator progresses Into our sixty-fourth year serving the stu­

dent body of Yeshiva, it is important to note that the success of each year's staff 
depends heavily on the path sailed by the previous volume's governing board. 
With this in mind, it is especially appropriate for us to take stock of the numer­
ous kind deeds showered upon us by others over the course of the past year. 
Adam and Mordechai, working together enriched us all and ta·ught us the diffi­
cult and often unappreciated processes involved in creating a newspaper. 
Together we spent many a sleepless night, begrudgingly watched the sun rise 
over the rooftops of Washington Heights, crafted stories, and engaged in heat­
ed intellectual discussions while writing the chapters of our own personal tales. 
All this in an attempt to give back to the university that has given so much to us. 

For all that and more, we thank you. For the friendships and the priceless 
memories, the lessons learned and the wisdom imparted, we thank you. You will 
always remain close to our hearts, as we can only hope to match your myriad 
accomplishments as our predecessors. Wherever the paths you walk may lead 
you; to law school or yeshiva, to the rat race or a gentler realm, the impact of 
your kindness will be long felt by those of us who received it. 

Apathy and 
Indifference 

We would like to inform the student populace that elections did in fact take 
place on Thursday, April 29th. Further; many candidates actually developed plat­
forms that advertised their campaign objectives. Believe it or not, these candi­
dates voiced their plans for improving student life at a debate that was open to 
all students. The attendance was not quite standing room only, as hundreds of 
unoccupied seats were readily available for anyone who actually cared. 

Elections found students voting blindly, their decisions swayed by either 
their sweet tooth or their growling stomach. Could you Imagine If �Clinton ver­
sus Dole"was reduced to a decision between lollipops and bourekas?· What if 
Rudy Giuliani won office by promising Burger King .for everyone? Should stu­
dents with a propensity for video games be more equipped to choose the most 
qualified campus leaders? 

It evidently takes a great deal of effort to float into Morg and take part in our 
microcosm of democracy by casting a vote. This process is· obviously quite 
strenuous;otherwise it is hard to understand why only a small percentage of the 
student body made the grueling trek to the elections. 

Those who were present might have noticed that a piece of paper (com­
monly referred _to as a ballot) contained unusual looking words that learned 
people call Roman Numerals. Believe it or not, the administration was issuing 
this ballot in an attempt to amend the YCSC Constitution. Yes, we do have a 
constitution. How many students could actually claim that they kriew what they 
were voting for when they hastily checked yes next to "add amendments"? 

It is patently evident that there is a lack of regard for the important process 
of voting, and on a larger scale, taking initiative to change anything that affects 
student life. It Is disheartening that students are unaware of the issues for which 
they have the opportunity to vote, and take the entire voting process in jest. 

Students should have taken the time to discover for themselves what was 
known to a select few-that the amendments were grossly unconstitutional, and 
the manner about which they were presented was both devious and immoral. It 
is extremely disappointing that students would ttioughtlessly :vote for

. 
such 

obviously unethical amendments simply because they agreed with one, or 
trusted that they would have a positive effect on student life without even read­
ing them. It is clear that students must pay more attention to their own actions, 
and speak out when they feel an injustice is being made: · · .· · - · · · · · 

For many,college is a time when students bec:o/Tle more politically active. We 
realize this may be too much to ask from most of our student body, however, a ' 
minimal amount of commitment to decisions that directly affect student Hfe on 
campus should be expected. · · · · · 

.
- · · 

THE COMMENTATOR ·vvuuld 

Like to Congratulate the 
Graduates of 1999. 
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I had originally planned to use this column as a forum in which to document my plans for the 
upcoming year, to list my hopes and aspirations for the future of this newspaper. Last week, how­
ever, I was witness to a disturbing event and have decided to write on a subject that is, in rriy opin­
ion, of greater consequence. I will thus save the traditional content for a "first column as Editor-In­
Chief" until next fall. 

A few weeks ago, I had the opportunity to watch the recently produced documentary, "The 
Lost Days," a film depicting the travels of five individuals through the Hell of Nazi Germany. I was 
horrified to see footage of piled bodies, starved and faceless, being shoved by bulldozers into 
mass burial pits. They showed an actual furnace where Jews were reduced to piles of Jewish ash, 
and I realized that I was staring at a monument to the infinite inhumanity of man and society gone 
insane, a monument washed by millions of gallons of human blood, a monument engraved with 
the ghosts and memories of Jews and Germans trapped in a drama so horrible and so unreal that 
the world would never again be the same. 

Now, allow me to change the scene a bit, create one of my own. A group of American college 
students, sitting comfortably in a heated room,are expressing their opinion that it is not the moral 
obligation of a couJ1try to end foreign genocide. "The humans that are suffering and dying are not 
our people, not our concern," they say. "If another country would like to kill its own people, that's 
their business,"they assert 

Frustrating, isn't it? If only those individuals knew what it was like to suffer, to watch as family 
and friends are killed before their very own eyes. What if I now tell you that this conversation was 
real? That it did not take place in the dark and caliginous years that were the 1940's, but in the 
modem, historically-aware year of 1 999? What if I inform you that this was not the communal dis­
course of a group of ignorant WASPs, but the mundane discussion of a classroom filled with 
Yeshiva University boys talking about the crisis in Kosovo? 

That's right, these remarks were made by students in one of my classes (Jewish History class, 
ironically). I sat astonished as most students agreed that we, as Jews and Americans, should not 
be interested in the ethnic cleansing that is currently taking place overseas. They went further to 
attack Israel for its recent decision to send aid to the refugees in Kosovo. 

It wouldn't be so frightening if their statements had been politically motivated, if they had 
merely felt that the US and Israel were handling the situation incorrectly. But their contentions 
were not followed by suggestions of more tactful military strategies. They merely stated that we 
should not be morally concerned with a nation that isn't our own. 

How easily we forget. It was only fifty years ago that our people were in the gas chambers, that 
our grandparents were starving, degraded and pathetic. After the Shoah, the Jews arose, and in 
unison we declared, "Never again!." This expression has gradually became our silent anthem, the 
battle song of a nation almost obliterated by one of the most extreme and unpredictable events 
in the history of civilization. It seems as though we must qualify those famous words a bit, change 
them ever so slightly, so that our anthem flows contemporaneously with our actions. "Never again 
- to us!H we should say, because evidently we aren't so affected by the suffering of other groups. 

We use the word "Holocaust" to our advantage so frequently that it's slowly beginning to lose 
its power. Whenever a public figure makes an anti-Semitic remark we cry Holocaust, like an old 
lady complaining of a bad back so that she can guilt her children into visiting more often. 
Whenever the Jews are being blamed for something, we tactfully remind the world of the gross 
suffering that took place in the middle of this century. Yet when another ethnic group is being sin­
gled out and murdered, we don't even blink twice. We haven't forgiven Roosevelt for not bomb­
ing the tracks that led to Auschwitz, how then do we have the collective nerve to state that the 
United States should not involve itself in this recent holocaust? 

We must learn to separate the political components from those which are basic and human. 
Suffering is still suffering, regardless of race, sex, nationality or creed. The events taking place in 
Kosovo should hit each and everyone of us in the most sensitive of spots; it should alert our sens­
es, trigger an indigenous response, one of reason and rationality. Jews should have been the first 
to speak out, but we weren't - and this truly scares me. Whether we agree with NATO's or Israel's 
specific military actions is irrelevant. It is essential, though, that we feel a strong sense of moral 
obligation to help any nation that is suffering so grandly. Let us not forget the heat of those fur­
naces, those monuments, because if we do:who will help us next time? 

. ;fBOM THE' 
ED·l'TOR.•IN•CHIEf 

Well, we have survived another year at Yeshiva University. Who would have imagined? 
The year flew by like a car on Amsterdam Avenue, but it has been a truly successful year 
on many fronts despite certain speed bumps along the way. Hopefully we have all done 
well for ourselves, be it good grades, a nice job, or priceless time spent with terrific friends. 

As this year comes to a close, we say goodbye to a class of journeyed individuals and 
prepare to usher in a new crowd representing the next YU generation to take their place. 
Friends will move on to start their promising lives and inevitably new friends fill the some­
what empty voids. While the goodbyes will be rough and the new screening process will 
seem frustrating, as is a lways the case, these things manage to work themselves out. 

And as we shepherd in the new crowd of Yeshiva students, let us realize that we are on 
the brink of something great. 

We are about to conclude a progressive year at Yeshiva University. Student activism is 
on the rise, and the overall indifference regarding our stay at this hallowed institution is 
fading. Many of our goals have been accomplished, and we have made the necessary 
steps to ensure our unfulfilled goals will soon be successfully addressed. 

Our multi-faceted university is anticipating the welcome of myriad valuable additions. 
An Honors College is sitting at our doorstep, waiting to be the essence of secular scholar­
ly thought. WYUR is equipped to return as a genuine sounding board for students to 
voice their opinion in a forum once a vibrant entity on our esteemed campus. Noticeable 
improvements have been made throughout beautifying our campus and simplifying our 
college experience, in an attempt to thrust Yeshiva into the twenty-first century as one of 
the foremost centers of learning in the country, and many more changes have passed the 
planning phases. 

Our Student Councils have done a superb job keeping us afoot in addition to setting 
the groundwork for major future reform. An expanded depth of coverage and readership 
have assisted The Commentator in reaching new heights, positively affecting students, 
alumni, and the entire Jewish Community. Hamevaser and The Masmid have established 
new traditions of excellence as have many other student publications and organizations. 

Overall, we have done tremendously well for ourselves. However, while we congratu­
late ourselves and the supporting administration, our job is far from over. In fact, our work 
has merely begun. As we usher in the new academic year, it is important that we realize 
our potential and recognize the significant assets we as a student body have to work with. 

As ls the case with every new year, we are fortunate to have a new collective student 
leadership at the steering wheel. Our newly elected representatives have promised to 
work diligently to achieve the goals of the students, and now they are implored to do so. 
Additionally, Student Services is continuously committed to working alongside students 
to improve our respected institution in accordance with the manner we see fit. 

As your official student publication The Commentator will remain committed to 
upholding excellence and journalistic integrity in an enterprise operating solely for the 
benefit the student body. But while promises have been made and groundwork has been 
set, it is initially up to each and every student to take on the responsibility of moving 
Yeshiva to the next level. 

It is ultimately up to you to make things happen. It is your duty to get the ship sailing 
again next year in the right direction. It is your job to jump start the effort promoting stu­
dent activism. Do not take this charge lightly. There is serious responsibil ity lying on your 
shoulders. The same responsibility is lying on mine. 

The cause is obvious; the foundation has been set; it is up to us to complete the build­
ing process. I look forward to a good year, a progressive year, and lets not forget a fun 
year. I hope that one year from now I will sit back with the knowledge that we have truly 
made a difference here. That difference will be appreciated by current students, past stu­
dents, and those future YU students with absolutely no idea what they are getting them­
selves into. And as I watch the next car travel Amsterdam Avenue, I can only hope that 
eventually it will meet its ultimat,e destination. 

Firstly, I would like to thank 
the Editors-in-Chief of The 
Commentator for their hard 
work in putting out this year's 
issue. Mordechai, you have 
done an outstanding job, your 
sleepless nights and long hauls 

dents over the years. Rabbi Cheifetz's instituted such programs 
as Dorm Talks, and worked hard to make the Shabbat program 
what it is today. 

..;;;.....;...;...;;.;.a down town have not gone 

Achron, Achron Chaviv, is my board. Howie, Shlomo and 
Hadar, your tireless efforts on behalf of the school require a lot 
more thanks than one person can give. It is easy for those not 
involved in student council, the bystanders and onlookers, to 
belittle the work that you guys have done. However, they have 
not stepped up to take on the onus, and they do not know 
what tremendous behind the scenes work you guys do. You 
are truly worthy of the brocha given to those who are Oskim 
Btzorchei Tzibur Be'emunah. It was my honor to work with you 
and call you lifelong friends. 

Dear Fellow Students, 
I am sure that we are all finally thankful that the end of the 

year is upon us, and that the summer Is once again here. We 
will all be going our separate ways, spreading out to our 
respective homes and all hopefully enjoying some hard­
earned rest. For some, Yeshiva College will be their home for 
the coming year and for others It will become our beloved 
Alma Mater. However for all of us it will be a place that we cher­
ish as the wellspring of our education and the source for long 
time friendships. I could go on here about the accomplish­
ments ofYCSC, and all the fun that we had over the years, but 
that would serve no immediate purpose (and I have a separate 
article in this issue that gives a brief synopsis of our successful 
year). 

There is a Mishna In Plrkel Avot that states," Azehu Chochom 
Halomed Mikol Adam" - "Who Is a wise man; one who learns 
from all people." I think that this Is a very appropriate state­
ment to sum up my year as President. I worked with many peo­
ple on numerous projects, and from all of them I learned valu­
able lessons. I wish I would not have to bore you with all the 
thank you's but I feel It would be unfair to those who truly 
deserve mention. 

unnoticed, and it is truly an 
honor to call you a friend. As a student leader I know the 
proverbial hell that you go through in going with your gut and 
doing what you believe is right, and for that my hats off to you. 
Adam, your hard work and devotion did not go unnoticed. I 
am confident that next years Editors-in-Chief, Aaron Klein and 
Alex Traiman will do an incredible job. 

Dr. Nulman and Dean Himber, your office has been a bas­
tion of advice and help both in regard to student council, and 
in dealing with the presidency. You have a way of putting 
things into perspective and I thank you for that. 

It is Impossible to mention the Office of Student Services 
and not recognize the administrations Rookie of the Year. 
Andrew, you have done it all. From booking rooms last minute 
to planning events, and from being the listening ear of the 
administration to the counseling voice of the students, you 
have done a spectacular job and for that the entire Yeshiva 
owes you a debt of gratitude. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the stu­
dents, past and present, to wish a hearty Tzaischem Lisholom to 
Rabbi Chelfetz. Many people don't realize the commitment 
both Rabbi Chelfetz and his wife have made to Yeshiva stu-

Last week we celebrated Yorn Yerushalayim. Many of us 
weren't around in 1 967 when the entire Jewish world prayed in 
unison for our friends and families in Israel. There was no other 
time in this century when the Jewish people were as united 
behind a single cause. In our fight to defend Israel we captured 
our most prized jewel, the capital city of Jerusalem. This is the 
city that has seen our entire history, from Akeidat Ytichok to the 
two Batei Mikdosh. It has been burned to the ground but has 
always risen from the ashes. Our hopes and dreams are in it, 
and it is the resting-place of the Shechina. It is the city of which 
every Jew vows," If I forget thee Oh Jerusalem may my right 
hand be cut off.#Yet now, that is exactly what is expected of us 
by the world. They wish to sever our right hands, and in doing 
so take away our precious city. There are few things in this 
world that truly unite our people. Jerusalem is one such thing. 

Dror Barber 
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Reflections, the Pursuit 
of Truth, and Sunscreen 

To the class of 1999: If I had one piece of 
advice for you, it would be sunscreen. The long 
term benefits of sunscreen have been scientifical­
ly proven while the advice that I here tender is 
nothing more than the reflections of my own 
meandering experience. 

WARNING: The following piece rambles in 
the way only a very personal expression can. 
There are, however, some invaluable kernels of 
truth nestled within the sentimentality. 

Well, it's been one hell of a ride. I can say 
with sincerity that my time here was well 
spent. 

I believe the sixty-third volume of The 
Commentator has met with a substantial mea­
sure of success. I am heartened to have had 
the opportunity to serve the University com­
munity as the paper's editor during the course 
of the preceding year. Despite its incompre­
hensibly taxing demands, my Commentator 
experience has afforded me much fulfillment 
and it is with acute reluctance that I depart my 
present post. I extend my gratitude to my fel­
low editors and the dedicated staff members 
without whom the effectiveness of this enter­
prise would have been a mere fantasy. The 
back-to-back all night layout festivals punctu­
ated by occasional debate, incessant obsceni­
ty, and unmistakable camaraderie will not 
soon leave my consciousness. 

To next year's Commentator team: As this 
venerable paper enters its sixty-fourth year, 
make certain to take seriously the magnitude 
of the responsibility you have assumed. Yours 
is an important mission whose effectiveness is 
nothing short of a requirement for the health 
of this institution. Whatever the impediments, 
the threats, the administrative obfuscation, 
you must persevere in the interest of students 
and the genuine needs of this university. I trust 
you will do just that 

To the Yeshiva administration: I advise you 
to recall that the quality of the students at this 
university is what has earned it the favorable 
regard of The U.S. News and World Report rank­
ings deity in recent years. Students on this 
campus do not organize demonstrations and 
issue thoughtful critiques merely to satisfy a 
diabolical need to complain. In many respects, 
the Yeshiva house is not in order. If for no other 
reason than self-interest, heed the call of con­
cerned students for reform. Continue to 

ignore the plight of students at your own peril. 
To the students of Yeshiva: You are among 

the most capable men and women in this 
country. The rigor of your training here will 
afford you competitive advantages when you 
leave the hallowed academy for other experi­
ences. Always trust in the sanctity of your 
dreams. Pursue your ambitions with alacrity. 
You cannot be defeated so long as you believe 
in yourselves and the value of the missions you 
choose to undertake. 

But alas, this pulpit from which I have ser­
monized to 15,000 people twice a month, this 
bearer of truth, this beacon of hope to the 
downtrodden, this last vestige of constructive 
and free expression within a despotic bureau­
cracy, this salvation of student interests, this 
scourge on corruption, this defender of princi­
ple, this enlightened voice of reason amid the 
darkness, this path amid the mighty waters, 
this veritable panacea to the world's ills, can 
only bear so much of my didactic, self-right­
eous, magniloquent pedantry. (Note on style to 
those still confused: My columns frequently 
employ an unnecessarily pompous tone and 
gratuitously ornate verbal constructions pri­
marily FOR MY OWN TWISTED ENTERTAIN­
MENT. Lighten up a bit. Take it seriously at 
your own risk.) It is time for me to move on. 

The Commentator, of course, has been but 
one element of my time here at Yeshiva. 

The experiential mosaic of my Yeshiva days, 
with its rich depth, may not be justly distilled 
to a single pithy column. Nor do I have the sort 
of creative hubris required to attempt such a 
construction. But I believe some general 
observations are in order. 

I arrived at Yeshiva almost three years ago 
jetlagged with a post-Israel consciousness 
overlay, what I might at present characterize as 
an Intuitive confidence in the possibility of dis­
covering convincing meaning. While I will 
leave this university without my erstwhile exis­
tential naivete, having sharpened the sophisti­
cation of my thought considerably, I maintain 
the same sort of unfettered sanguinity that 
characterized the blissful hopefulness of my 
less thoroughly examined youth. This disposi­
tion to optimism despite apparent obstacles is, 
perhaps, the essential paradigm my under­
graduate·years at Yeshiva have yielded: Seek 
and actively confront life's challenges. Let not 

the challenges that will surely beset your path 
be a source of consternation to you; for in the 
challenges reside the only possibilities for ful­
fillment. It is the engagement, the process, the 
dialectical exchange-not the answers-that 
afford a fleeting glimpse at ever-elusive mean­
ing. 

But alas, I'm not George Santayana-yet­
and you probably care less for my epiphanies 
than I do, so I will turn to more mundane 
reflections. 

I will take with me many a fond memory of 
this place and my years here. The eclectic per­
sonalities that populate the Yeshiva sphere, 
that perform in this awkward institutional con­
flation of oft disparate notions are the source 
of the University's identity, what keeps it real, 
what lends it its enduring character. These 
actors, more than any incoherent institutional 
slogan, will serve as the basis for my lasting 
memories of Yeshiva. 

My Yeshiva is an unparalleled inner circle of 
quality people. I consider myself truly privi­
leged to call you my friends. Thank you for 
extending your wise counsel to me and lend­
ing me a great deal of undeserved patience. 
Your support, more than anything else, has 
propelled· me through my undergraduate 
years more or less intact 

My Yeshiva is Dean Rabbi Michael Hecht's 
quirky journey through American 
Constitutional law amidst a fierce battle with 
his bedeviled eyewear. His is an edifying world 
in which Chief Justice Marshall professes 
Brisker leanings and the gemora and case law 
know no division. Dean Hecht's enthusiastic 
support for students who have elected to 
embark on law school odysseys, his lectures 
fraught with amusing anecdotes, his uncanny 
ability to cut directly-at times brusquely-to 
the heart of matters under discussion (i.e., "the 
ultimate fishing expeditionH and supplemental 
commentary on Bowers v. Hardwick) are hall­
marks of Yeshiva. But of greater importance 
than his jocularity, candor, or professorial 
prowess is Dean Hecht's genuine concem for 
the students to whom he has devoted his pro­
fessional life. For his contributions, Dean Hecht 
has earned my deep respect 

My Yeshiva is Dr. Ross Zucker's ability to 
awaken in me an appreciation for scholarship 
while equipping me with the resources neces­
sary to undertake meaningful academic work. 
Dr. Zucker was something of an academic sav­
ior during my formative first year here. His 
skillfully woven lectures, bountiful . base of 
knowledge,and insistence on serious student 
contribution were the rudder that directed me 
away from the quagmire of undemanding· pseudo-courses for the path of academic pro­
ductivity In the tradition of liberal education. 
Dr. Zucker Is also a man of principle whose 
compassion and wannth have inspired my 
admiration. 

My Yeshiva is Rabbi� Willig and Tendler 

(chronological order) who, through their shi­
urim, have shared with me their devotion and 
dedication of purpose. They are both men of 
sterling integrity whose sincerity impresses 
me. 

My Yeshiva is Stan Watson's unbridled jovi­
ality. This man's pharmaceutical-free joy ride 
over the pratfalls of angst-ridden New York 
City has proven to me . that the constricting 
shackles of this great town need not bind us 
unless we permit them to do so. 

My Yeshiva is Dr. William Lee's unending 
classroom tirades against The Commentator 
for its (read: my) "pompous writing." Dr. Lee, 
your intemperate sniping was the catalyst that 
drove me to previously unattained, previously 
unimagined levels of bombastic pretentious­
ness. I thank you for being a man and con­
fronting me directly with your weighty aes­
thetic concerns rather than deprecating me in 
the privacy of your dassroom. 

My Yeshiva is Dean Norman Adler's.fixation 
with bondage and the Internet's erotic possi­
bilities. Perhaps most impressive though is 
Adler's belief that any thesis may be convinc-
ingly proved by appeal to the behavior of rats. 

My Yeshiva is President Norman •1 am far 
too important, I mean, busy to interact with 
students" L.amm's aloof Indifference. I must, 
however, acknowledge an abiding apprecia­
tion for your favorite word weltanschauung 
and two hours of amusement with your cre­
ative work of short fiction entitled Torah 
U'Maddah. 

My Yeshiva is the settler zealots for whom 
the "sandals and jeans but no deodorant" 
thing still seems to work even though they are 
in Israel no longer. For these righteous post­
Hesderites in need of a legitimate purpose and 
some reliable Middle East scholarship, Arik Is 
one level below God, surrendering an inch of 
West Bank territory is akin to inviting apoca­
lypse upon the world, and the development of 
Tsomet grama products represents an Impres­
sive theological accomplishment 

My Yeshiva is the neo-Haredis among us 
whose machine washable white shirt-white 
socks ensembles would earn them the scorn 
of any self-respecting Moe Ginsburg hocker 
within a ten mlle radius of Brooklyn's Avenue J. 
These men of valor are among the unheralded 
saints whose valiant efforts saved the 
University from the possibility of fraternities 
and sundry other forms of student enjoyment. 
I applaud your principled resistance to social 
progress. May your battle continue to bring 
meaning to your lives. 

1 loveall of youU We may scarcely find our­
selves in agreement, but your presence at 
Yeshiva has enriched my experience here 
immeasurably and contributed to a campus 
culture rife with possibilities. I sampled some 
of these possibilities whlle at Yeshiva and I am 
the richer for it 

'But don't forget the sunscreen. 

Volume Sixty-Three: Last Will and Testament 
As the school year comes to a close, we would like to 

raise a glass (or twelve) and pay homage to those hardy 
souls without whom this volume would never have gotten 
off the ground. Putting out a newspaper is a near-impossi­
ble task, and without the assistance of various people 
throughout the University community, it never would have 
happened. 

Therefore, we the Editors, being of sound mind and body, 
hereby bequeath the following to the individuals who are 
the integral foundation of this paper and deserve recogni-
tion and thanks as such: 

TO ALEX: A tank of gas for all the car rides to the West 
Village at strange hours of the night; the entire Lynyrd 
Skynyrd box set; a computer that doesn't crash whenever 
you forget to save; and a Gripe from Gus box for all your 
whining and complaining as you poured heart and soul into 
this paper while enduring both of us shouting orders which 
you blithely ignored. Thanks for the best looking paper 
ever, be sure to top it next year. Guess what Gus? It only 
gets worse from here. Good luck with Volume 64 as you're 
definitely going to need it. 

TO AARON: A vat of hair gel; your very own Serbian 
cousin; and a front page piece in The New York Times Book 
Review. Thanks for the effort and dedication, the dogged 
tenacity, and the nose for a high quality story. Whatever 
happens next year, don't let the bastards get you down. 
Good luck on the big six-four. 

TO CHANAN AND YOSEF: The ancient Commentator 
chalice inscribed with age-old Commentator toast to those 
entering the ranks of the married ones: "May your mis­
tresses never meet your wives." 

TO JOSH A.�D BEN: Official recognition as the two era-

ziest Gush boys to ever roll down the pike, subversive views 
and all; Bill Gates' severed head in a gift box; passwords to 
the US nuclear arsenal; and web hits, web hits, web hits. 
Not for the fabulous success of the net, not for the crazy 
hours attempting to fix all the hardware and shake the 
kinks out of the software, not for the stories written and the 
columns cranked out last minute - for true friendship, we 
thank you. . 

TO YEHUDA: Sealed ballot boxes; a respectable MTA kid 
to run the paper; and' a lifetime supply of blue starched 
shirts. You brought another viewpoint into the madhouse 
known as the office. Thanks for always being you. 

TO YISHAI: Sanity; a ban on Bible professors; rolling 
meadows; and your very own Ben and Jerry's flavor- Potent 
Poetry. We love you man - what else is there to say? 

TO WALLS: Your very own dunk tank. 
TO MIRSKY: A new laptop that writes the really long 

articles for you. 
TO HADAR: A pillow; a lifetime supply of washing cups; 

a Sony Playstation; and your very own snif of B'not Tzion. 
Thanks for keeping the couch warm. 

TO SHAPIRO: A muzzle; the money owed for film devel­
oping; all the summer courses your little heart desires; and 
a hearty wish of 'Happy Chanukah' with all the extra 
emphasis. Thanks for keeping us up to date and on our toes 
at six in the morning. 

TO LEVOVITZ: All the berets in France; women on the 
YCDS stage; and your very own Stern College for Women 
Tabernacle Choir. 

TO ASPIR: Levb1e's personal checkbook. 
TO CYRULNIK: Humility and your brother's secret files 

on the MTA faculty. 

TO ALL THE WRITERS: Instructions for. using Spell 
Check. ·

. 
TO BIG BAD KAHN: A new chair. Buddy, the legend lives on. 
TO NOAH: A helmet, bulletproof vest and an endless 

supply of toilet paper. Trust us, you're gonna need them. 
Thanks for blazing the _path. 

TO DROR, HOWIE, TROODLER, AND ALL THE YCSC 
DUDES: A textbook entitled "Creative Accounting - How to 
deduct Dougie's." 

TO DEAN NUIMAN: Lifetime Allman tickets; dress­
down Fridays; a Supercuts gift certificate and new glass­
ware. 

TO DEAN HIMBER: A Harley tatoo. 
TO LEBOW: Something to. do. 
TO DAVID ROSEN: A tenure as long as Sam Hartstein's; 

more Tachlis Committee meetings; and a Pulitzer for expos­
ing Deep Throat. 

TO JOE THE PRINTER: Vodka, cigarettes, and Zip disks 
that actually have the entire paper on them. 

TO ALL THE REST OF PR - HEDY, JUDY, DONNA, JUNE, 
NORM AND THE PHOTO GANG, DES, AND THE DEERING 
FAMILY; TO ALL THE SECIIBJ.'ARIES WHO REALLY RUN THE 
SCHOOL - MADELINE, SHARON, SHIRLEY, CEIL, PHEOBE, 
MYRA, NATALIE, JOAN, BOBBIE, AND THE REST; TO DEANS 
ADLER, HECHT AND J; TO DON AND ERNIE FROM SECU­
RITY; TO MR. BLACKMON.FROM FACILmES; TO DR. ZER­
NECK FROM ATHLETICS; TO THE ENfIRE OPCS; TO ALL 
THE BURNS SECURITY GUARDS; AND TO THE REST OF 
YOU WHO KNOW WHO YOU ARE: Our sincere gratitude 
and eternal thanks, as you were the ones who made all the 
difference. We drink to you and wish you the best; God 
bless you all. 
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I have always hated the maudlin process of 
saying goodbye. Knowing all too well the futil­
ity of attempting to say all that needs to be 
said, I usually never try. It has always seemed 
wiser to just turn and walk away, rather than 
expose the inadequacies of human expression 
trying to convey the .indescribable. 

What words can exist to illustrate my sense 
of privilege at having merited to lead this pub­
lication? What literary constructs can I create 
genuinely expressing what The Commentator 
and Yeshiva University have meant to me? 
How can I sum up an era of my life In a measly 
couple of column inches? I cannot, and folly 
would be the only word to describe such an 
attempt. 

But I would like to comment, albeit briefly, 
on few matters. It has definitely been a long 
and strange trip, so much so, that I am 
absolutely sure Papa Jerry is up there smiling 
in the heavenly abode he shares with Reb 
Shlomo and the Baal Shem Tov. Come to think 
of it, I think they all would have enjoyed hang­
ing around our office on layout night just to 
watch the show unfold. I know I have, and the 
sweet memories of those crazy nights, cou­
pled with the glorious colors of the innumer­
able sunrises I witnessed over the rooftops of 
Washington Heights, will remain with me until 
the end of my days. The sense of mission and 
responsibility, combined with the power to 
actualize a vision and act as a catalyst for 
change, has always been at the core of this 
institution and its staff. Being a part of this 
grand tradition has enriched my stay here in 
YU beyond measure, and I feel confident that 
the sixty-third volume of The Commentator 
has been able to uphold, expand upon, and 
strengthen the successful efforts of the gener­
ations that came before myself and my col­
leagues. 

That said, I have the utmost c9nfidence 
that the incoming editors and staff have been 
exposed to this hallowed tradition in full and 
will do a stellar job. Working with them, as well 
as with those staffers who are moving on to 
greener pastures, taught me over the duration 
of this year more then all the textbooks in the 
world. The only regret I have is an quixotic one 
- I only wish I could do it all over again know­
ing what I know now. Unfortunately, as is with 
life, love, and Mexican food, there is no going 
back,. 110. ��ond_ chanct!S,. I can only try .to 
impart the meager wisdom garnered in the 
process to those who follow my footsteps. 

In life, as with working •on The 
Commentator, you will leam all sorts of crazy 
things. Being editor of this paper has entailed 

· accumulating vast knowledge and reams of 
information. Yet knowledge is a double­
edged sword, and while there Is much that I 
have found to be enlightening and edifying, I 
have become much more of an embittered 
cynic in the process. Individuals I had the 
highest respect for I can no longer stomach, 
having seen them for what they truly are. 
Digging beneath the surface does not always 
uncover gems; on the contrary, It often reveals 
the slimy underside of things best left in the 
dark. But to accumulate gems one must dig, 
and dig deep. Do not, however, become so 
mired in the muck that the priceless jewels 
you can collect no longer radiate any bril­
liance, for that would be tragic. Try to remem­
ber that even with all the dirt swishing around, 
this University is still fundamentally a wonder� 
ful place, and although the filth may reach 
Augean proportions, despair not. 

The professors, rabbis, students and staff 
compose the heart of this instifutlon, but the 
subtle flavors and spices of the school and 
neighborhood are part and parcel of the total­
ity. Do not let the petty bureaucratic Infight­
ing, the onerous requirements and drudgery, 
the "stable muck," obstruct the mad beauty of 

the Yeshiva University experience. Live it fully 
and embrace it completely. Inundate yourself 
with intellectualism and Torah; interact with 
every lunatic and two-bit crackpot you meet 
in the hallways or on the street (Lord knows 
we have our fair share); seek out disciplines 
that nourish your mind and soul; shop in 
bodegas for weird root vegetables; audit class­
es for no credit; take long walks in the park. 
Then you will have extracted some of the 

Sun Rise, Sun Set 

golden nuggets YU has to offer. 
Administrators and faculty need to rise 

above the slime as well, as we enter a transi­
tion stage during which YU will undergo mon­
umental changes defining the very fabric and 
character of the Institution for the next era. 
The average age of a Board of Trustees mem­
ber is seventy-one, and there exists an entire 
generation of faculty and administrators, 
including our president, may he live and be 
well, who are even older. A new academic vice 
president has just been appointed, a new hon­
ors college has just been created, and new 
classes, professors and subjects are cropping 
up as fast as we can make room for them. The 
student population is burgeoning while it 
changes demographically. 

It's warm outside, baseball is on the TV, 
and the local flowers are in full bloom. I sit in 
Time Out and look at the many people that 
come and go, the whole spectrum of YU. I 
become nostalgic thinking about the pas­
sage of time that is so blatantly evident at 
the end of a school year. One suddenly real­
izes that old friends are leaving to start the 
next phase of their lives and new faces will 
soon arrive to take their place. Though sum­
mer is my favorite season, I recognize within 
it the element of sadness - for summer's 
arrival laments the end of a year, and within 
summer's very renewal is the inevitability of 
its demise. In short, I would like to thank all 
the outgoing seniors and recognize their 
accomplishments. I will remember many of 
them as people who have touched me 
deeply. When you leave, may you have fond 
memories of this place, and may G-d bless 
you with the means to one day give back to 
the school that gave so much to you. 

That being said, we who are staying here 
must now look to the future and see how we 

Old standards and entrenched bureaucrat­
ic customs are not going to cut it anymore if 
YU wants to compete in the vaunted rankings 
upon which it puts so much misplaced focus. 
The YU family method of treating people like 
gutter trash because, hey, they figure everyone 
besides the students is here for life, is both dis- can improve our fine institution for next year 
gusting from a standpoint of human decency and for generations to come. So the follow­
and halakha and is causing us to lose top- ing are some "fool prooC"heavy duty, '"'bet­
flight talent across the board. From the top ter tasting yet less filling" ideas that will 
down, a changing of the guard is imminent. make this century seem like the ice-age. 
What will take its place? Do you know what uSl K" is? I didn't, until I 

Whatever issues arise, it is incumbent upon went down to NYU for Shabbat. They were 
the entire YU community to ensure that they holding a ushabbat For A Thousand" (hence 
are not decided upon in the backrooms S l K) for people from all over the tri-state 
according to the old imbecilic and destructive area. So it got me thinking, what if we could 
system. They need to be debated, discussed have one great Shabbat where we reach out 
publicly, and in order to arrive at an intelligent to the extended Jewish community and 
conclusion, input must be solicited from all bring in Jews from all walks of life to share in 
segments of YU. What is required is clarity and our Shabbat experience? We could dance 
vision -'- neither of which will be found if the and sing and have a real impact on them, 
substantive matters are buried under the slop. and at the same time, we could shed the 

Let's face it - sometime in the near future, it shockingly insular attitude that we display in 
is entirely conceivable that President Lamm regards to our fellow Jews. 
will want to leave office and enjoy a well Internally, YU should have a Belt Midrash 
deserved .. retirement . or -that:-ciret1mstances , . . .  Day where everybody .in _the. schC>ol, teach­
beyond his control will force him to do so. ers, administrators, religious guys, non-reli­
Who will take over? Better yet, upon what gious guys, Sefardim, Ashkenazim, black­
model will his successor be chosen? President hats, sruggis, Russians and Lubavitchers, all 
and Rosh HaYeshiva? Or do we split the two come together for a day of learning in the 
offices and create a new power structure? name of Jewish unity. A day in which the 
What happens when Dr. Socol vacates his Beit Midrash opens it arms to everybody in 
chair? Is Dan Forman going to run the school? our little community is easy to do. However, 
How is the relationship between Syms and the its impact will be felt and its precedent 
College going to look in the future? Are we remembered. 
going to broaden our enrollment to include While on the topic of Beit Midrash, here is 
Solomon Shechter and non-denominational some advice to the rabbis of this school: 
kids, or are we turning our backs on them as don't forget to have close relationships with 
well? What does the future hold for the Beis your talmidim. Though it is important to dis­
Medrash and its Rabbeim? cuss the gemara, debate Halacha, and rail 

These are the issues I know the next vol- against a social injustice with your students, 
ume of The Commentator will tackle (along don't forget that it is equally important to 

TBE PUPIL 
.Yishai 

.·· Reisher 
talk with them personally about issues in 
their own lives. Give them guidance and an 
open ear for questions. Your job is not only to 
pass forth the blue-print of Judaism to the 
next generation, but to also pass on the 
heart and soul of what it is to be a Jew. 

Dr. Bevan had a great idea. Students need 
somt place to hang out outside of school. A 
place where ideas can be exchanged and 
conversations had in a fun atmosphere. A 
franchise like a kosher Starbucks in place of 
the now-defunct and YU owned Yum-Yum 
store could easily serve that purpose. We 
could have a stage in the back where open­
microphone nights and poetry readings 
would be a regular occurrence. People 
would chat over a Moccachino or some­
thing, and plan the next revolution. It would 
brighten up the campus a bit and make it 
more fun. Ha! Who needs Columbia, we can 
have a Starbucks, too! 

Honors College is here! What it needs 
now is some student imput that will let the 
administration know what we want to learn. 
Here is some of my student input: 1 )An inter­
disciplinary Holocaust class, taught by a 
team of Rabbis and professors that will deal 
with the theological and philosophical impli­
cations of what actually happened. 2) An 
interdisciplinary class about sex that will dis­
cuss the issue through the lenses of science, 
literature, history, sociology, and Torah. 3) A 
think tank class that will give students credit 
to debate and research issues of their choice, 
be it public policy, YU politics, or foreign 
affairs. The Honors College will only prosper 
from creative thinking at its onset. 

Since I have last written about the park 
which exists behind Rubin and Morg not 
much has happened. So let me reiterate: YU 
should try to annex and rescue this area to 
create a lush riverside haven for the whole 
community. Next semester, student council 
should sponsor a barbecue and other events 
in the park in order to spread awareness to 
the students and put pressure on the admin­
istrators to do something about this beauti­
ful natural resource. (If we ever get a park 
then we should start a Frisbee team! I've got 
a name for it already: "THE YUFO'S - The 
Yeshiva University Frisbee Organization."Not 
to be confused with the Star Trek Club) 

Behazlocha in the summer and thank all 
of you for a great year. 

with caf food, idiotic student bickering, admin­
istrative bungling and other personal issues. 
Hey, it's part of the Job.). But if the only voice 
crying out is that of the Commie, it will sound 
all the more shrill reverberating in a vacuum. 

MASM I D  �99 

Don't allow that to happen. 
I expressed in my first column as editor a 

sentiment I feel as strongly today as the day I 
wrote It. Being a YU student makes me the 
recipient of a legacy that spans three blocks of 
Washington Heights and three thousand years 
of history. I thank God that I have had the luck 
and privilege to continue on down the path 
delineated by my predecessors and guides, 
and In my own small way contribute to the col­
lective wealth of this institution. 

ATTENTION SENIORS - /T'S YOVR YEARBOOK! 

ENTER YOLJR BIO I NFORMATION ONLI N E  

DEADLINE: SUNDAY MAY 30th. 

GOTO: h t t p : / / c l u b s . y u c s . o r g/ m s a m i d  

follow the instruc:t ions, and enter al l  of your information. 

For more information,  Contact Daniel Drabkin ,  

Edi tor-in-Chief Qv 543-9662 or drabkin@ymai l .yu .edu 

A S S U M E  Y O U R  P L A C E  I N  Y lJ  H I S T O R Y !  
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yucommentator.com: 
A Look Back 

People often ask me, "Why should The 
Commentator be online?" After all, this is a 
YU paper, written by and for YU students. 
What purpose is there in making it accessi­
ble to the entire world? And furthermore, 
should we be, as people say, "airing our dirty 
laundry in front of the world? " These are 
important questions, and ones I would like 
to answer as I and my colleague, Josh Yuter, 
prepare to leave the helm of yucommenta­
tor.com and watch The Commentator enter 
the third millennium. 

The Commentator is a newspaper, of, by, 
and for the students of Yeshiva College. It 
aims to represent the views, concerns, and 

know what we at YU are really like, do we? I 
have always asked, why not? If we are 
ashamed of who we are, what is the proper 
recourse? To hide ourselves from the public 
eye, and only allow the public to see a care­
fully screened variation of ourselves, a la YU 
Today? Rather, we should accept the fact 
that people are watching, and yes, looking 
up to the students of Yeshiva College, and 
try to live up the lofty expectations of our 
brothers and sisters around the world. 

Many have suggested that a major prob­
lem in the Haredi world is that due to their 
self-imposed enclosure and ghettoization, 
they do not feel the pressure to maintain a 

interests of the stu­
dents of this great 
institution. Even if 
there are people 
reading this paper 
halfway around the 
world, the content of 
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moral society the 
peering eyes of the 
world encourage. 
Modern Orthodox 
Jews generally see 
themselves as part of 
the society at large, 

the paper is directed entirely towards the 
student body. However, despite this, people 
around the world are reading every issue of 
the paper online. And the reason is that 
people want to know what is going on here. 
It's sounds pretty simple, but it goes much 
deeper. 

Yeshiva University, and Yeshiva College in 
particular, represent the ideals of Torah 
Umadda and Modern Orthodoxy. Leaving 
out the debate as to whether this is still the 
case, it is incontrovertible that YU students 
go on to leadership positions in Jewish 
communities around the world, and deci­
sions that YU makes affect the community 
at large. Witness the recent controversy sur­
rounding the proposed closing of MTA to 
see how central YU is to the greater Jewish 
community. And not only do people want 
to know what the school is doing, but peo­
ple want to know what YU students are 
doing. When a so-called "South Park 
Minyan" was featured on the front page of 
the site, The Jewish Week quickly picked up 
the story. Whether or not this was for the 
better, the point is that the eyes of the world 
are upon us. 

If this is so, people suggest, we should 
really be much more careful about what we 
print. After all, we don't want people to 

and are therefore more conscious of how 
they appear to others. In YU, although we 
subscribe to Modern Orthodox ideas, we are 
nonetheless secluded from the eyes of our 
non-Jewish peers, much unlike our coreli­
gionists at other institutions. But in this dig­
ital age, we cannot shirk away from our 
ennobling position in the global Jewish 
community, nor should we be ashamed for 
the world to see who we are and why we are 
what we are. 

Since Josh and I put The Commentator 
online last year, we have been privileged to 
participate in the process of bringing YU to 
the world, We have received lots of feed­
back from people who only since the paper 
went online were able to keep up with the 
latest happenings at this school, and we 
found that many people who would other­
wise have no contact with YU now took an 
intense interest in the well-being of our 
school. I believe that this has greatly bene­
fitted both us and the community at large, 
and I am· proud to have been a part of it. I 
wish the best of luck to our su�cessors as 
they prepare to take over the job of not only 
coding HTML and uploading files, but repre­
senting the future leaders of Modern 
Orthodoxy to the communities which con­
tinue to look up to them. 
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I'm Just Rambling ... 
BY EPHRAIM SHAPIRO 

We live in a sick world. We gasp when crazy 
things happen and question how such atrocities 
could ever occur in a modern civilized world. 
When the dust settles, we return to our daily rou­
tines until sirens wail or the news ticker clicks 
away, and the gasping start all over again. 
Where did we go wrong? Anybody have a clue 
what measures can still be taken to halt the 
downward progression of a decadent society 
which has become everyday normalcy? 

Clarence Thomas, Pac Man and Friends 
"Good evening, our top story tonight ... " 
All any human being has to do is take a cur­

sory glance at the six o'clock news and not be 
affected by the quick tongued yapping of 
reporters who are so adept at reporting stories 
of sheer horror as naturally as they can say 
"we'll be back right after these messages.'' 

Day after day, year after year, the past 
decade has brought the most perverted, most 
horribly upsetting "news" directly to American 
dinner tables. It's no wonder that names like 
William Kennedy Smith, Joey Buttafuoco, and 
Cathleen Willie all became everyday house­
hold terms, as people often discussed the lat­
est issues deemed most important by the per­
verted media. 

"In Other News ... " 
The rapid decline in the quality of what is 

important to people in this country Is stagger­
ing albeit disheartening to say the least. 

Imagine if dinnertime ha� never been 
bombarded with the Anita Hill/Clarence 
Thomas hearings. Imagine if the front page of 
your local newspaper did not contain graphic 
descriptions of William Kennedy Smith's late 
night escapades at the beach. Now imagine 
again. 

Think about life today if the network news 
people and newspaper giants had never con­
sidered those accounts worthy or appropriate 
headline news that people . slmply_must be 
aware of. 

Take a look at the world today as if these 
events and many others like it had never 
become the casual talk of the day, top story, or 
otherwise information so vital to the existence 
of all Americans. 

Would the full version of the infamous 
"Starr Report"in all Its pornographic glory and 
sickening detail ever have been broadcast on 
television, let alone at eleven o'clock in the 
morning for anybody of any age to see? I don't 
think so. (Disclaimer: Most of us were listening 
to the sound of the shofar at the time.) 

Its not entirely the fault of the media, heck · 
no. 

"Hey Macarena ... " 
The entertainment industry itself is smoth­

ered in nothing but sexual exploitation with 
no boundaries whatsoever. The advertising 
industry seems to be lowering it's standards of 
decency daily. Even children's games, videos 
and movies have lost all dignity and consider­
ation for anything that should be of value to 
the normal flow of human life - just to make a 
quick buck. 

And we wonder why increasingly high 
numbers of young high schoolers are battling 
pregnancy/abortion/AIDS dilemmas. And we 
wonder why little kids shoot their siblings 
heads off whlle playground children kill their 
playmates and seemingly normal teens 
become bloody murderers, 

"I'll be there for yooo ... " 
Turn on a television, you'll see why. Open a 

comic book - the answer is in front of your 
nose. For more information, get some quarters 
and go to the video arcade. 

"Uppercut! Uppercut! left!" 
There is a big difference between Frogger 

and Street Fighter M16 Bikini Mud Wrestling. 
There is, a world of variance between the 
comedic genius of I Love Lucy and the sicken­
ing raunchiness of Al Bundy. 

There has got to be something drastically 
wrong with humanity when the story line of 
"Dawson's Creek" mimics the insane story 
being reported on the evening news. Would 
the writers of "Saturday Night live" twenty 
years ago ever have even entertained the pos­
sibility of airing the toilet bowl humor it does 
today? Who lowered the standard? What 
supreme being came down from the sky and 
suddenly declared it all good, without regard 
for consequence? 

"Talk shows ho�ts who have run out of 
themes,nexton Oprah." 

The answer doesn't lie in condom distribu­
tion at high school orientation. The answer 
won't simply come by cancelling the Jerry 
Springer show. What needs cancelling is the 
material. Imagine if that show had no possibil­
ity of future guests! Hard standard to work up 
to? Sure, considering how long it's taken for us 
to get down to the embarrassing level we wal­
low in today. (And anyone who claims that our 
community is immune, is living in bitter denial 
and better come sniff the maxwell house cof­
fee bags real soon). 

Gun control laws, background check legist­
lation and waiting periods are all great pre­
cautions, but it obviously isn't enough. Kids 
will always have a way to get guns. Racism will 
always exist. Promiscuity and perversion of 
humanity will always be a sad fact of life. 

We need to stop them from wanting it! 
Sure, all kids wish they could kill a teacher -but 
none would ever do i(unless someihTng told 
them its okay. Contraception for high school 
children? There should not be a need for it! 

nl did not have relations with that woman, 
Ms. Lewinsky. Not one time. Not ever." 

How ignorant can our nation's government 
be as to the very root of all that is evil and 
wrong in our insanely corrupt society? One 
would have thought that by now, somebody 
would have at least put an end to the fake 
whitehouse website. For Bill & Hill, please visit 
www.whitehouse.gov. 

"You've got mail ... " 
The Internet, or World Wide Web (yes, 

techies, I know they are two disntinctly differ­
ent terms) in all its magnificence, avalls any­
thing to anyone, at any time. It's no wonder 
there are so many laws that simply don't exist 
yet because the . rapid progressive pace of 
technology cannot be kept up with by old 
geezer politicians panting far behind. If only 
the standard had not been lowered in the 
years prior to the time everyone went onllne. If 

- only the levels of dignity morality and respect 
for humanity had not been flushed before the 
great space age that enables any seven year 
old kid to learn to build a bomb while surfing 
pornography and how to obtain the latest in 
handgun accessories. 

Anything, Anyone, Anytime. What a scary 
thought. Yesterday, the Doomsday Cult. Today, 
the Trench Coat Mafia.Tomorrow? 
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Deep T houghts from a 
Philosophy Major 

BY JONATHAN GORDON 

By now the winners of the student coun­
cil elections have been chosen and another 
blissful year in this esteemed college of 
ours is set to begin. I'd like to offer my 
observations, perhaps as an outsider on the 
inside of YU. If I've learned one thing in my 
two years here, it is that those who can 
complain often do. Yes there are many 
things wrong with this school, but it is my 
belief that if we truly treated this as an insti­
tution of learning, then it would become 
one. We can blame the administration and 
faculty until we're blue in the face, but all 
that shows is each person's inability to look 
within themselves for answers. _What I hope 
to show is that perception is warped by 
judgment, but true introspection is stead­
fast. 

Your actions influence how this institu­
tion acts. Each time you register for classes 
based on the easiest teacher, you are telling 
the school that you value incompetence. 
Every time you go into our library only to 
use AOL or to check the latest stock quotes­
you are telling this institution of learning 
that furthering your mind beyond school­
work is not important to you. What would 
happen if people didn't register for those 
easiest classes each semester, or if we actu­
ally read the secular books for leisure? 

The school treats us like we treat it. The 
administration knows that there are those 
of us who only care about getting the 
degree as soon as is humanly possible. So 

what do they do? They institute rules that 
keep those students who don't care about 
the school anyway, here a little longer. I 
don't think their main intention is to get 
extra money out of us; what I do believe is 
that they want those students to feel like 
they actually were in college those few 
years. I believe YU wants the students to 
have fond memories when looking back. 
Granted, alumni benefactors are always 
important, but I can't imagine that the 
administration is trying to punish us for this 
reason. They are merely trying to keep us 
from rushing out of here too fast, and then 
regretting it later on. Do you think YU 
makes money on keeping us a fifth year 
here for free? If you do, I'd like to hear how. 

I pose a test for all of you while you go 
on toward improving your resumes this 
summer. Try and think about what really 
motivates you in life. Does knowledge just 
for the sake of attaining it mean anything 
to you? Granted the almighty dollar drives 
every one of us, admittedly even us lowly 
philosophy majors. But the fact of the mat­
ter is that ambition is no excuse for apathy. 
I challenge every one of you to start taking 
responsibilit; for yourselves a little. Try to 
further your mind where possible, read for 
enjoyment. Nothing is going to change in 
the administration unless the attitudes and 
perceptions of the students change first. 
The burden of the school, and future of YU 
is in your hands. Do with it what you may. 
Remember this school will only become an 
institution of learning if you treat it as such. 
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Oh City, My Classroom 
BY BEN FRANZ 

It is really rare when someone has anything 
praiseworthy to say about the school, or the 
selection of courses,or anything that we as stu­
dents have to deal with on a regular basis. 
However, I have something to tell you all, 
something that was truly incredible and every 
single person would be remiss if they didn't 
take this single course. It's entitled Art in New 
York.The idea may sound somewhat pedantic, 
but it's really an incredible course. Enough 
blind praise, let's get to the point, shall we? 

This course meets every Sunday morning 
around 11 :00 am. The instructor is Cris 
Cristofaro, and let me tell you, if there is one 
course you should take with Cristofaro this is it. 
Sculpting is from what I hear a great class, but 
in this one you get to fully appreciate other 
people's work in ways you've never imagined. 
First let me tell you about Cris. He's one of the 
really cool teachers in this school. An artist in 
his own right, Cris has been teaching sculpting 
and collage here for a nice long time. He is of 
Italian descent and is one of the nicest, friend­
liest people you will ever meet. High praise 
cannot be sung enough to do the man justice. 
Besides being a really great guy, Cris is also a 
very knowledgeable man from a historical 
point of view. Throughout the semester, he will 
fill you in on all major periods of the twentieth 
century. From Sanford White to Jackson 
Pollock this man knows his stuff. 

As if this wasn't enough encouragement, 
the class is generally scheduled to hit every 
major art exhibition occurring in the City at the 
time the course runs. Unfortunately, we missed 
the Jackson Pollock show at the Museum of 
Modern Art, but we hit virtually every other 
one. Here's a sampling of the stuff we saw: 

1. DWAIN HENSON@THE WHITNEY MUSE­
UM OF AMERICAN ART. - This show was really 
wild. Dwain Henson was a sculptor who start­
ed at the age of 13 or so, and proceeded to 
work until he recently died in his mid B0's. His 
sculptures were of real people. They showed 
people with all their bumps,contours,and indi­
vidual forms. The sculptures were extremely 
realistic in appearance. The really shocking 
ones were of a motorcycle wreck, and a police 
officer who looked like he was standing on 
guard. He was so realistic that we were waiting 
for him to reach down and pick up his walkie-

talkie. It was really cool. 
2. PABLO PICASSO: CERAMICS@THE MET­

.ROPOLITAN MUSEUM OF ART.-This show was 
simply wonderful. I mean, everyone knows 
that Picasso was a great impressionist painter, 
but what about the fact that he was a sculptor? 
Or that he painted these incredible ceramic 
pieces? Each piece was lovingly decorated. The 
ceramic pieces ranged from jugs and vases to 
pots and plates. He did everything from make 
the ceramic pieces to resemble animals, 
women, and wondrous little bullfights. Just as 
he was really prolific with his paintings, so too 
was he with ceramic pieces. I think there were 
several thousand on display. It was really fabu­
lous. 

3. ISAMU NOGUCHI MUSEUM/SOCRATES 
SCULPTURE PARK. There is a small Greek com­
munity on the west shore of Queens. Near 
there is a wondrous museum dedicated to the 
work of the celebrated artist, lsamu Noguchi. 
lsamu Noguchi was a Japanese-American 
Artist who lived a highly conflicted life. A life 
that revolved around his love of America and 
his love of Japan. lsamu was a sculptor who 
specialized in rock. As such, the majority of 
pieces give you the impression that you are 
wandering through a magnificent rock gar­
den. Mostly because you are. A good portion 
of the museum is outdoors. rhis explains why 
it's only open six months out of every year. 
Besides Sculptures, lsamu also created set 
pieces, parks, playgrounds, and magnificent 
public works. His work is viewed all over the 
world. If you have not studied this man, do so -
soon! The Socrates Sculpture Park is a place 
where artists erect and exhibit sculptures of all 
types for six months. Then the exhibit is 
removed and a new batch is started. It was a 
really neat place. 

I firmly believe that there's an art lover in 
viri:ualiy everyone, and to ·not display it at least 
once in your life is to deny the imagination you 
were born with. I loudly and vigorously 
applaud the Dean's Office for allowing this 
class to exist, and fervently hope that it contin­
ues to do so. There are just some experiences 
in life which are too precious to ignore, and 
learning about yourself through expression 
and art is definitely one of those said experi­
ences. Thus I implore you once more to take 
the course when its offered again. I guarantee 
you'll love it. 

Missing Hecht 
BY ZEV SAFRAN 

M.T.A. is exceedingly fortunate to have 
Dean Michael Hecht assume the deanship 
of its school for the upcoming academic 
year. With his hands on the reigns, they are 
sure to boast a school filled with Torah 
learning and academic success. 

M.T.A.'s gain however, is Y.U.'s loss. For 
Dean Hecht, who balances a dual role of 
being a phenomenal highschool Rebbi and 
a proficient dean, retains an unparalleled 
sensitivity and appreciation for the stu­
dents. Further, he is committed to Torah­
learning and is diligent In his college stud­
ies. Dean Hecht has proven that he is a most 

befitting leader of Yeshiva College, and 
serves as a powerful paradigm of Torah 
Umaddah, committed to the ideology of 
this institution. 

Dean Hecht is extremely in tune with the 
student's challenge of juggling Torah 
Umaddah, and is an established talmud 
chacham and erudite world scholar. 
Therefore, on behalf of the entire student 
body, it is my fervent hope that Dean Hecht 
will be reinstated as Yeshiva College Dean 
fol lowing the upcoming academic year. 
However, should Hecht's leadership contin­
ue to be needed at M.T.A., a dean who is of 
equal caliber in his commitment to Torah 
and Madda should be installed. 
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Dr. Zucker Continued ... 
To the Editor: 
I write this letter on behalf of Dr. Ross 

Zucker, assistant professor of political sci­
ence at Yeshiva University and Stern 
College for Women. He did not suggest 
that I write this letter, nor did he even 
encourage it. Instead, I do so of my own 
volition and desire. I felt it my duty to 
write a letter behalf of the single greatest 
professor I have had. 

Due to my great desire to learn as 
much as I possible can while in college; I 
have had the privilege of studying with 
many different professors. Dr. Zucker i s  
excellence personified. Not only is  his 
knowledge of political science unparal­
leled, but his presentation is exciting, infor­
mative, and extremely interesting. I have 
never seen him back away from a lively dis­
cussion, nor have I ever witnessed him 
skirt an issue posed by a student. He has 
great control of the class, due in part to the 
enormous respect his students have for 
him. They realize they are in the presence 
of greatness. 

I have taken three classes with him, one 
in my freshman year, one in my junior year, 
and one currently, and have loved them all .  
His ability to quote sources and produce 

bibliographies on the spot is one of the 
most remarkable things I have ever seen 
from any professor. 

In addition to his obvious mastery of 
the subject matter, he is most helpful to 
students. I have yet to meet a nicer or 
more helpful man than Dr. Zucker. Like 
many other professors, he gives his home 
phone number to students on the first day 
of class with encouragement to call any 
time. At many points during research or 
si:udying, I called Dr. Zucker and he helped 
me greatly. ! have never asked him a ques­
tion he could not answer, and he always 
seems to have all the time in the world to 
help. 

I am not normally given to hyperbole, 
and I do understand that some of what I 
have said ir, this letter could be dismissed 
as exaggeration. I assure you, however, 
every word I have said is the absolute 
truth. Therefore, I believe that for an insti­
tution constantly striving to improve acad­
emically such as Yeshiva University, not 
giving Dr. Zucker tenure would be an egre­
gious error. 

Jesse Mendelson 
YC/IBC '99 

Dr. Zucker/ 
Elections Fiasco 

To The Editor: 
I would like to address two matters. 

The first issue, which I wish to bring to 
light, is that of the voting irregularities 
that occurred in the senior class race. I 
approached the polls to cast my ballot, 
but much to my dismay, I was told that I 
had already voted. To say the least, I was 
shocked and aghast. I told the attendant 
that it was not possible that I had already 
voted, and I could account for my where­
abouts from the moment the polls 
opened until that very minute. I was told 
there was "nothing that could be done." 
At that point I was beside myself, and 
after much time arguing back and forth 
citing that this was an apparent act of 
election i rregularity, I was allowed to vote. 
Mind you, this was only after the atten­
dants became nervous at my response. I 
later found out that this same event hap-

pened to many people, but unfortunately 
those people were denied voting privi­
leges and turned away. I would think that 
in such a high moral institution such as 
ours that this sort of asymmetry would 
not happen. 

The second is the irony that I am 
observing in the university. Dr. Ross 
Zucker was just elected the "Professor of 
th� �ear''. .�Y.. th� J;tl!den.ts of .. th.e .  senior 
class. Yet, at the same time the administra­
tion has elected not to grant him tenure. 
The election shows the obvious affection 
that the students have towards Dr. Zucker. 
Why this obvious discrepancy between 
students thoughts of a professor and the 
"powers that be?" 

Scott Nadel YC 00' 
SBMP Vice President 

SBMP President-Elect 

Th eftS are Shocking 
To the Editor, 
I 've read the recently published arti­

cle, "Wave of Thefts Sweeps Campus" and 
I think it's unfortunate that YU students 
lost their belongings after leaving their 
dorm rooms for only two weeks. It . 
should be the case that the YU security is 
responsible for the loss or damages of 
the articles of the students. Even some of 
the staff of the security office itself may 
be responsible for the theft. I did not 
expect this to happen at a university, 
especially a good one. Further measures 

should definitely be taken to search the 
guards for the belongings or to tighten 
security during the vacations. However, if 
this cannot be done than the students 
should be told at the beginning of the 
semester that no personal belongings, 
such as money, labtops, computers, 
watches, jewelry, etc should be left in the 
room. I hope that YU security depart­
ment changes Its policies. 

Joey Vogel 
Signed: YC 04' 

JE 

JC 
- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- --- - - - - - - -- - - --
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Parting Words 
To the Editor: for a more lucrative career instead of seeing 
I am not writing this letter to attack any- _ them as life-molding institutions. YU's phi­

one, but as someone who has been on cam- losophy of Torah U'maddah is not only a 
pus for the last seven years, I believe that it catchy and theoretically perfect dicotomy, 
is my duty to voice my opinion on matters but rather, It is a philosophy that should 
that have disturbed me lately. For starters, I guide students · through their lives. 
want to address the issue of one of the let- Apparently, the ramifications of which 
ters that was published in the last Issue of undergraduate institution a student choos­
the Commentator regarding the bowling es to attend is an essential component of 
tournament. Although the Commentator is the undergraduate experience that many 
a place in which students can and should students seem to neglect. 
voice their complaints and ideas, it is not a Next, over the course of elections, I kept 
place for petty personal demands for honor, hearing complaints about the English Lit. 
especially for such an insignificant achieve- requirement at YU. As an English major, I 
ment. found this quite disturbing. Instead of 

This leads me to my next and more · encouraging students to benefit from a 
important point. As president of IBCSC, I very strong YC department, some of the 
(and apparently many others who reacted candidates seemed to complain about the 
to the empty ballots "Is this a joke?! ") was burden of one or two English classes on the 
disturbed by the fact that all of the incom- student who chas v'shalom has to suffer 
ing IBCSC and SBMPSC candidates ran more than five semesters at YU. Obviously 
unopposed (I did not write this earlier such an attitude is detrimental to future 
because I felt that it would be unfair for success of YU as a top-tier university that 
those students who declared their candida- has to compete with institutions in which 
cy in the correct fashion). I don't blame the students take courses in their home 
students for not running for office, but I do schools. To give credit where it is deserved, 
believe that this reflects a major defficiency I commend the candidates for addressing 
in respect and appreciation for YU. There the issue ofYU's virtually nonexistent sum­
are about fifty clubs (give or take a few)that mer program. 
exist at the Uptown Campus. Out of these At this point, you're probably bored by 
clubs, maybe half are active on a regular my ranting, so I will make my final request 
basis. To me this indicates that many of . to you. Please try to encourage students to 
these clubs simply exist to build resumes become more active in YU student matters 
for students who don't have enough work instead of printing sensationalist jargon 
experience and couldn't care less about this just to fil l  space. The Commentator is a 
institution. It's just ironic that many of forum for student awareness and condition 
these so called "student leaders" are the improvement, not only bathroo_m reading 
ones who complain about how terrible YU material. Try to keep this in mind. The 
is in relation to other universities. Granted, Commentator possesses what I believe is 
YU has its flaws, and too many of them, but incredible potential for student life 
it can become a better place for all students improvement, both directly by informing 
to excel, regardless of what they expect to students of new occurrences and indirectly, 
gain .from their experience at YU, if they by increasing student involvement. Please 

.were _mpre i!�tlve in solving the problems put this great potential into beneficial 
about which they complain: -,t s·eeiiis fo me . ·ad1on. --- ·-· ---- --· --- ·-·-.. --· --------·--

that YC and SSSB Uptown have become 
vocational schools that students view self­
ishly as either obstacles or stepping stones 

Matithyohu Balas 
YC/IBC '99 

lf H l [  H� (((C)) �11 �1I II� �\J
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welcomes l e tter s from its reade rs .  
Letters m ust i n c l ude  the wr i te r 's 

n ame, add ress a nd te l ephone n umber. 
Students shou l d  i n c l u de the schoo l  

i n  wh ich they a re e n ro l l ed 
and expected ·date of g rad uat io n .  

THE COMMENTATOR reserves the r ight t o  ed i t 
a l l  letters for syntax, co ntent, a nd length .  

The Commentator 
' 

500 W. 1 85th St . 
New York, NY  1 0033  
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Eizehu · Chach 
To the Editor: Kavod HaTzibbur, the same reason that women 
A few points on the recent column by js. do not receive an aliyah to the Torah in shul. Not 

Hadar Weiss in the Commentator. because it is assur, but because it casts the rest of 
1) Eizehu Chacham - Halomed Mi�ol the male tzibbur in an embarrassing light for 

Adam. Not Mikol lsha. There is a reason we not being up to par with the woman receiving 
make the brachah of Shela Assani /shah ev

l
1ry the aliyah. So, if we were to say that the men at 

morning. Yeshiva University were not up to par with the 
2) There is a good reason why e women, then perhaps because of Kavod 

Frummies won't come to the play. It is ASS¥R HaTzibbur we would not be permitted to 
for boys to watch girls put on a play, eve

�

if ._ attend. Paradoxically, this would mean that 
there is no singing. Is that substantial enou h since you do not believe that the guys have any­
for you? thing to learn from the girls, you actually could 

And a little friendly advice - the only r a- attend, as Kavod HaTzibbur does not stop you. 
son you are in Stern, is to get the best possi le Yet I, if not for the fact that I find Kavod 
shidduch. Boys like their wives to be aide/. HaTzibburutterlyinapplicablehere, wouldhave 
Girls are supposed to be sugar, & spice, a�d a problem attending the Stern play, as/ believe 
everything nice, not bitter and confrontatidn- the guys do have a lot to learn from the women. 

I al. You shouldn't waste all the money your By making such a bold declaration that it is 
parents spent on tuition, just to get a Ii le "ASSUR" for us to watch women perform, you 
attention. almost force me to liken you to a chassld shoteh 

Shmuel Kadosh 
Mesivta Yeshivas Rabbi Chaim Berlin 

Hadar Weiss replies: 
I thank you for your kind words in respon�e 

to my column .in the last issue of The 
Commentator. However, I do feel a need to rerlly 
in kind to your missive, if only to correct whdt I 
feel are a few misconceptions on your part. I 

1) In learning, the term "lsh" is used to 
describe a man, isha* a woman, and"Adam"to 
describe a generic anyone, either sex, that i� a 
human being rather than an animal or a plart 
or some .other object. Therefore my original 
statement of "Halomed Mikol Adam" still 
applle� 

1) The only reason that I could think of o 
declare . that it is "ASSUR" for men to wa� h 
women act if they do not sing, is because f 

that is machariv haolam, delaying the coming 
of Mashiach by increasing sinat chinam, if I 
would care to go to the extremes that you do. 
Thankfully I do not, so don't worry, you aren't 
responsible for our remaining in galut But your 
misinterpretation of halakha and halakhic ter­
minology does lead you to a misinterpretation 
ln tfiought. 

As to your last point, that I am enrolled in 
Stern College only to find a shidduch and I 
should be aidel and sugar and spice, etcetera, I 
can only laugh. As I clearly signed that column 
Yeshiva College '00, and I referred to the guys up 
here as "us guys" repeatedly, I do not understand 
how you could believe that I attended Stern, but 
I'm willing to overlook it. 

Thanks again for the quick response, and, I 
must add the entertainment: being 6'5" and not 
shaving for seflrah, I don't usually get called Ms. 
Weiss. 

CASUAL 
PANTS 

$17.99-39.99 

A N  E D U C A T E D  C O N S U M E R  I S  O U R  B f. S T  C U S T O M E R ' 

THE POSSIBILITIES 

ARE LIMITLESS. 

www.graP-hecs.com 
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The Yeshiva College Student Council has 
always had many different functions on cam­
pus. Our overall goal is to improve student 
life. However, such a task falls into many dif­
ferent categories. There is the onus upon us 
to make sure that students' voices are heard. 
This is accomplished through hours of meet­
ings with the administration, as well as 
through publications such as The 
Commentator. Another responsibility is to 
create and implement programs that allow 
students to sit back and relax every once in a 
while. This goal is realized through the many 
functions and events that the Student 
Council sponsors. Finally, there is our civic 
duty to the YU community as a whole.This is 
accomplished through the various blood 
and bone marrow drives that we have spon­
sored over the years. 

The year started off with a plethera of 
events. Orientation consisted of our extreme­
· ly successful cruise, our trip to "Stomp," and 
to a Yankee's game. Throughout the year the 
various class councils ran programs such as 
paintball, scavenger hunts, the Late Show 
with David Letterman, X-S New York, IMAX 
movies, and bowling at Port Authority. The 
Sophomore class, led by Aryeh · Goldberg, ran 
the first ever YCSC Bowling Tournament. 
Additionally, the newly established Student 
Activity Club, headed by Moishe Singer and 
Shlomo Herman, successfully ran trips to see · 
"Visiting Mr. Green," "Footloose," and "Les 
Miserables." The second semester saw the 
formation of the innovative new 
Tuesday/Wednesday Movie night. 

There were also our big bash events this 
year. Students were treated to Dougie's and 
Gotham Grill while watching the World 
Series, the Super Bowl, Midnight Madness, 
and the NCAA Championships. Once again 
we ran a very enjoyable Chanukah Concert, 
as well as the first ever Yorn Haatzmaut 
Carnival (I apologize to all those who had to 
sit in the frigid dunk tank). Concerts were 
abounding this year, as the students had the 
pleasure of hearing Chaim David and the 
Diaspora Yeshiva Band live on campus. 
Yeshiva College Student Council was also 
proud to sponsor the Dramatic Society's pro­
duction of "Lord of the Flies." 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Daniel Drabkin and his staff for their 
hard work on this year's yearbook. It has been 
two years since a Yearbook has been pub­
lished, and I am proud to say that through 
their tenacity, we are going to be able to 
bring the seniors a Yearbook that they can be 
proud of. Additionally, I would also like to 
thank Moishe Schmerter, Jennie Weiss, and 
their entire Senior dinner board for the 

tremendously successful job of planning, 
fund raising (via lntercampus Mishloach 
Manot), and implementing what promises to 
be the most successful senior dinner ever. 

The discussion must now turn to our 
accomplishments in the everyday quality of 
life, specifically on campus. If I would have to 
narrow it down to one specific accomplish­
ment in this area it would have to be the 
refurbishment and restoration of WYUR. Over 
the entire year, through the hard work and 
tireless efforts of the student council, led by 
Hadar Weiss, we can honestly say that next 
year the students' voices will not only be 
printed, but will be heard over the air waves 
in our dormitory rooms as well. For the 
Sephardic minority who aren't always heard 
as loudly as all of us screaming Ashkenazim, 
we have secured and installed air condition­
ing in the Beit Midrash. Another convenience 
that was instituted as promised was subsi­
dized car services to the airports on behalf of 
the out-of-town students. Led by Aryeh 
Goldberg, a rebate program was set up to 
reimburse students for their cab fairs to air­
ports. Additional improvements that will be 
seen around campus next semester include a 
new and improved game room, as well as 24-
hour access to the TV lounge in Rubin Hall. 

Academically, YCSC played an instrumen­
tal role in the hiring and establishment ofa 
fully functional Academic Advisement 
Center. In addition, I would like to thank 
Nachum Stallman for supervising . the four 
very successful blood drives that took place 
this year. 

At this point it would be unfair to con­
clude without thanking the entire . Office of 
Student Services for their continued support 
in helping us with all our endeavors. Their 
office has been a bastion of goodwill · and 
assistance in Implementing all that we toiled 
to achieve. 

Finally, I would like to thank those who 
have helped out the Yeshiva College 
Student Council in all of its capacities. It is 
the individuals who incessantly take the ini­
tiative to help their fellow students and their 
school who truly receive a rewarding col­
lege experience. It is easy to be a nay-sayer, 
critical of others; however, it is truly noble to 
step up and take on additional responsibili­
ties to help out and work on behalf of what 
you believe In. I wish Jonathan Mell and his 
council much luck next year. I am sure that 
they will put in all the effort necessary to 
have an even more productive year than 
this one. It has truly been an honor to serve 
as President of the Yeshiva College Student 
Council, an experience that I will cherish for 
the rest of my life. 

With finals upon us and the end of the 
year not far away, the time has come to 
look back at all that has taken place. 
Recently, we have · instituted an 
Entrepreneurship Club on the main cam­
pus. I hope that you · students will take 
advantage of this great opportunity to get 
involved with student activities. As Sy 

Syms School of Business Student 
Association President this past year, I wel­
comed the opportunity to serve you and 
hope that I have been worthy of your trust. 
Many changes and innovations were intro­
duced which hopefully made your acade-

One of the most profound demonstrations 
of the Torah U'Madda philosophy of Yeshiva 
University is the Isaac Breuer College of Hebraic 
Studies. The IBC ideology is to integrate Torah 
into the everyday life of its students without 
limiting its focus on just Talmud. Particularly 
impressive Is the addition of new courses to the 
Judaic Studies department of IBC, especially 
those dealing with Medical, Legal,and Business 
Ethics, as well as those dealing with specific 
aspects of Judaism, Halakhic texts, and daiiy life. 

IBC's strong Hebrew, Bible, Talmud and 
Jewish Philosophy departments accord with 
IBC's general philosophy, tea�hing these sub­
jects on a university level in an environment 
that does not restrict rabbeim and professor� 
to teach them as courses. Halakhic digressions 
are commonplace in IBC classes and add 
tremendously to the real-life. applications of 
what is taught in class. 

However, IBC must continue to grow In 
order to develop Into a school that exists for a 

. greater purpose than Just to fulfill Judaic 
Studies graduation requirements. IBC has 
about two hundred and twenty students, of 
which very few graduate from IBC, and even 
less graduatewith a degree. It seems to me 
that most IBC students don'ttake advantage of 

mic burden more bearable and enriched 
your social life. Let us acknowledge our 
debt of "hakarat hatov" to Yeshiva, our 
Rabbeim, and professors for the long hours 
and timeless efforts on their parts to •help 
· mold us into individuals who will hopefully 
be a credit to our people and our profes­
. sions. Furthermore, I would like to thank 
the 1998-1999 Sy Syms School of Business 
Student Association Board for all their help 
in making this year the success it was. Last 
but not least, I would like to congratulate 
the graduates of the class of '99 and wish 
them the best of luck in the future. 

the great resources that the IBC faculty pro­
vides its talmidim. 

I do not mean to say that IBC students are to 
blame for this fact. Although IBC supplies its 
talmidim with a perfect Torah U'Maddah bal­
ance, it does not offer enough course choices 
for students to feel the need to stay in IBC. With 
only a very limited amount of Advanced 
Talmud courses, one or two Jewish Philosophy 
courses, four Jewish History courses, and very 
few elective courses offered each semester, it 
seems obvious that there isn't much room for 
growth in learning beyond the . basic require­
ments. It Is therefore not very surprising that 
many IBC students turn to MVP or SBMP to fur­
ther their learning. 

On a final note, I encourage talmidim to 
become more involved not only in IBC 
affairs, but also in YU affairs as well. With the 
requests of talmidim, I am sure that IBC can 
grow Into a school that wm · no longer be 
seen as a two-semester solution to the 
Jewish History and Bible courses that other­
wise don't flt into students' six semester 
schedules. IBC has the potential to develop 
Into an all-around Torah U'Maddah ideal on 
all levels, from the beginner to those with 
many years of Yeshiva experience. 

3 Sivan 5759 Pap 1 1  
-------------------1!w w w . v u c o M M E N T A T O R . c o • I�------------------

I was asked to write a year in review for 
SOY, but instead of elaborating on the ren-

. ovated Beis Medrash, Seforim · Sale, 
Chagigot, ·Hamevaser, Enayim LaTorah, or 
numerous shiurim, I have decided to thank 
those who made this year possible. More 
importantly, I will address a fundamental 
problem that is currently facing Yeshiva 
University. 

First and foremost I would like to thank 
the SOY Executive Board for sacrificing 
hours o( their lives to make sur� that the 
Yeshiva ran smoothly. I would also like to 
thank the entire staff of the SOY Seforim 
sale whose tireless effort and dedication 
helped to produce the most successful 
Seforim Sale ever. Additionally, the staff 
that worked on Hamevaser and Enayim 
laTorah deserves a huge Yasher Kooch for 
upgrading their publications to a standard 
that Yeshiva University and SOY can be 
proud of. Lastly, I would like to thank the 
Office of the Dean of Students and the 
Office of Student Services, specifically, 
Dean Efrem Nulman, Dean David Himber 
and Mr. Andrew Leibowitz. Without their 
advice, support and friendship little would 
have been accomplished this year. Without 
them there would not have been a. Seforim 
Sale, or Chagigot in the Beis Medrash. 
Thank you. 

Over the past few years I have been per­
plexed as to why this Yeshiva is called 
Yeshiva University, and why the mantra of 
Torah U'madda was chosen as a represen­
tation of its goals and philosophies. 
Perhaps, University of Yeshiva and Madda 
U7orah · would have been more appropri­
ate. 

Why do I say this? What could I have 
seen to make me believe this? 

I remember sitting In an administrator's 
living room earlier this year and hearing 
him explain that in order to reach the high­
est levels of Torah U'madda you need the 
best Rebbeim and professors. I fully agree 
with that sentiment. However, the adminis­
trators above the teachers, the ones setting 
the curriculum, fielding the students ques­
tions and deciding what is best for the stu­
dent body, need not only to have an under­
standing of what Torah U'madda means, 
but to let Torah U'madda guide their deci­
sions. There is a reason why Yeshiva comes 
before University, and wisdom in placing 
Torah before Madda - the two are not 

equal. Torah will always be more impor­
tant. However, from what I have seen as a 
student; experienced as President, and 
have heard numerous times from my 
peers, this does not seem to be the case. 

I am proud that Yeshiva University is 
ranked 42nd on U.S. News and World 
Report's list and hope this position will con­
tinue to rise. However, when I impart what 
makes Yeshiva University special. I look to 
the Rebbeim, Beis Medrash and Seforim 
Sale. Yeshiva University should be a Yeshiva 
with an excellent university at its talmidim's 
fingertips, not a University that makes the 
Beis Medrash available to its students. 

When SOY wishes to run the Seforim 
Sale, so that thousands of Jews, from every 
walk of life can build and expand their 
Judaic libraries, the answer should never 
be "NO'; because giving up the 5 th floor is 
inconvenient, rather, "YES how can we 
help?" 

YU  should not have further limited the 
number of credits that students can take 
outside of the University. It will only lead to 
students being forced home after only 
their Shana Aleph year in Israel, because 
partially making up for Shana Bet during 
summer school is no longer an option. 
Both my learning skills and religious devo­
tion are much stron.ger because I spent a 
second year In Israel. Doesn't YU want to 
afford students the strongest foundation 
possible? 

I think the problem is that while the 
goal of YU is and should be Torah U'madda, 
YU has to realize that this goal is only fully 
obtainable by a small percentage of Its stu­
dents. The ability to substantially gain from 
both Torah U'madda is achieved by a select 
few; The majority of the students should be 
and are striving for Torah Im Dercch Eretz, 
the acquisition of skills to be a successful 
Torah Jew in a secular society. 

Yeshiva University, being a small institu­
tion, must help each student reach their 
individual goals. Yeshiva University should 
continue to strengthen its Madda, both for 
the students that are able to strive for 
Torah U'madda and for the students that 
are in Yeshiva University to achieve Torah 
Im Derech Eretz. However, no matter if 
Torah U'madda or Torah Im Derech Eretz is 
the goal of the student, the Torah half of 
the formula must be both understood and 
accepted as superordinate. 

,/:;;·-· ··· ••><e sBMB;11!RESIDENfTEl:!.EBF . ,  . . . ..... . . �tti(f �1if tti'Jllitt' <{ . · . . 
For the past several years, the student 

body of SBMP has steadily enlarged and we 
are hopeful that this trend will continue. 
This year we expanded from four Shiurim 
to five. For those who are unfamiliar with 
our daily �chedule, it's as follows: A 
Halacha/Machshava Shlur which begins at 
9:00am followed by Seder In the Morg Beis 
Med rash until 11 :30, and the day concludes 
with a Gemarah Shlur until 1 :00pm . .  

At present\ we have some exciting activ-

ities planned for the next academic year, 
and hope to make your time at SBMP 
enjoyable both in and out of the Beis 
Medrash. You can be assured that your 
choice to enroll In SBMP is the correct one . .  
I welcome anyone Interested in the pro­
gram to speak with me or any other BMP 
student leader. If there are any suggestions 
for next year, please don't hesitate to tell us 
about them! Have a great summer and see 
you all next year. 

Head Resident Advisor, 
Rubin Hall 96-97/Morgenstem Hall 97-98 

Its Wednesday at 12:00 pm and the head 
resident advisors meeting with Rabbi 
Cheifetz has just begun.The topic for discus­
sion is storage rooms being cleared out 
before the summer. A debate ensues, and by 
12:30 consensus has been reached on how 
to effectively conduct this project in the 
midst of finals, causing minimal disturbances 
to the student's delicate psyche at this stress­
ful time of the year. 

The head resident advisors meet every on 
Wednesday from 12:00 to 1 :00 pm, to discuss 
any problems or issues that have come up in 
the past week or may arise in the corning 
days.Most students may not realize the great 
importance of these meetings in ensuring 
the smooth running of the three dormitories, 
as well as the independent housing program, 
at Yeshiva University. And at the helm: Rabbi 
Joshua Cheifetz. 

Rabbi Cheifetz joined the YU community 
some 38 years ago and has faithfully served 
its student body. It was sad, indeed, to hear of 
his retirement from his position of Director of 
Residence Halls. 

It's truly rare to see a person so devoted to 
the well-being of each and every student, 24 
hours a day, seven days a week I clearly 
remember being called at 2:00 am one morn­
ing toward the end of December, during 
finals, to a student's room in Rubin Hall. The 
student was not feeling well and it's the head 
RA's responsibility to make sure the student 
is taken care of. However, when I arrived at 
the room, Rabbi Cheifetz was standing out­
side. He had heard that a student was not 
well and had come upstairs to see if there 
was anything he could do to help. And this is 
only one of the many incidents where Rabbi 
Cheifetz was there for the students." 

Rabbi Cheifetz, who has his degree in 
social work from the Wurzweiler School of 
Social Work, was also the creator of the pop­
ular Dorm Talks program. From start to finish 

of each program, through the myriad details, 
Rabbi Cheifetz ensures the smooth running 
of the program designed to be of interest to 
every student. 

Another one of Rabbi Cheifetz's crowning 
achievements is the Shabbat Enhancement 
Program. Through his leadership, and close 
work with the Yeshiva College Student 
Council, staying on the YU campus for 
Shabbat has become the rule rather than the 
exception. Rabbi Cheifetz has created a 
Shabbat atmosphere that makes the Yes�iva 
campus feel like home. Speakers have to be 
booked months in advance, flyers have to be 
posted informing students of the various 
Shabbat events from shiurim to nursing 
home visits. And who can complain about $ 5  
for an entire Shabbat, including a hot cholent 
tish on Friday night? 

I have had a unique opportunity - I have 
worked with Rabbi Cheifetz as a resident 
advisor, and more recently, in my capacity as 
Assistant Director of Admissions. Having 
worked with him in both offices, I have 
always found him to be professional and 
courteous, always putting the needs of the 
student first. 

Rabbi Cheifetz: A void will be left in the 
heart of the entire Yeshiva University commu­
nity as we say farewell to a man who has 
devoted so many years of his life to each of us. 
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I send you these end of the year greetings 

from YU's office in Israel. This is perhaps fitting 
since many of you will be trading places - some 
coming here (or there) this summer, or next 
year, or thereafter - for a brief visit or perhaps a 
very long stay. 

While we close this year's chapter in your 
education at Yeshiva College, I look at the Israeli 
elections, toward the growth of the Torah com­
munity world-wide, and the events in the 
College. I realize how pervasive is the influence 

of your College experience -and hope that you 
have enjoyed, as well as profited, from the past 
year's education. We have seen institution of 
the Honors Program, the completion of the 
Book Project, the Arts Festival, the Athletic 
competitions and victories - and seen how one 
can lead a fully Jewish life while attaining the 
highest levels of intellectual activity. 

I feel energized by all of these events - and 
hope that you share these feelings. I wish you 
all a wonderful summer. 



Page 1 2  May 18, 1 999 
------------------l w w w . v u c 0 M M E N T A T O R . c 0 M j1------------------

STERNBUCKS REVIEW: QUEENS OF THE STAGE 
BY MORDECHAI FISHMAN 

A truly magnificent piece of theater has to connect with its audience 
on a visceral, emotional, level while taking into account the sensitivities 
and sentiments of the assemblage. A truly callous heel, a man who 
aspires to be crowned with the title (in modem-day parlance) of a "play­
er," needs to be a shallow, cold-hearted cad who cares not a whit for the 
feelings of those he uses and abuses. Rarely do the two go together, but 
the Stem College Dramatics Society's production of "King of Four 
Hearts" managed to pull off the feat - a phenomenal play about four 
women and the conniving man who plays them all. 

Student written, produced and performed, the production was part 
of the annual "Stembucks" and highlighted the theatrical talent con­
tained within the student body of sew. Written by S. Kim Glassman, 
"King of Four Hearts" was a one-act play comprised mostly of one con­
stantly interrupted monologue directed toward the audience by four 
different twenty-something women in various phases of the exact 
same relationship. Only one woman speaks at a time, each picking up 
the where the preceding left off while the rest of the cast freezes, leav­
ing the viewer with the impression that only the speaker inhabits the 
stage. What becomes immediately apparent is that they are all in love 

with, and being strung along by, the same man, who is consistently 
using the same lines on each gullible female. The method never 
changes, only the victim. We never get to meet this Lothario, but his 
personality and actions influence each of the ladies being jerked about 
on his emotional puppet-strings. 

Adrianne Segal played the tempestuous Joan, the fatalistic femme 

who has finally seen our hero for what he truly is, but can't get over him. 
She carries herself with the bitter knowledge of the junkie who knows 
the habit is killing her, but still needs the fix. •1 came to the conclusion 
that I was over him," she says. "I was pleased." But then comes the capit­
ulation to the inevitable. "And then I suddenly realized that my need to 
say that I'm over him only announces how much I'm not." Her bitter 
tone serves a foil for the other women still enamored of, and deeply in 
love with, Mr. Slick Dog. Even though she knows he has moved on to 
other conquests, "speed dial number thirty-seven or something," she 
still cannot refrain from obsessively sitting by the phone waiting for him 
to call. As she puts it,UChalk up one more on the Joan-was-stupid-again 
chart." 

In contrast to Joan's jaded manner is that of Jenny, played with 
flighty aplomb by Shifra Chana Rothstein. Jenny has just fallen under Sir 
Bedroom's charming wiles,and is still in the first stages of love, when the 
world looks brighter, flowers smell sweeter, and all the bells in heaven 
ring at the sound of his voice. She brings a ditzy, love-struck vitality to 
the stage that is all the more touching knowing that she is ultimately 
fated to end up with her heart shredded into hamburger by his emo­
tional meat-grinder. Jenny is every girl who swears not to act like a 
giddy twelve year-old, but when the thunderbolt strikes, proceeds to 
act exactly like the "swooning moron" she promised herself never to be. 
Rothstein's performance hit home with her audience, with many nod­
ding their heads in identification or recognition as she said her lines. 

The third woman in this four-part passion puzzle is Joanne, the 
thoughtful law student slash bank teller. Portrayed by the soft-spoken 

Marina Klochan, Joanne seems to be a down-to-earth, sensible-shoe­
wearing type of gal. Yet Joanne, despondent over her loneliness, is 
sucked in by our protagonist's pickup lines as well. "I know, I know," she 

murmurs, "he's not the best for me, the greatest, the most supportive or 
attentive in the world, but he makes me 'two,' which keeps me from 
being'one.' It's awful being 'one,"'she says plaintively, even as she hopes 
for the best. 

Sipporah Weissman and Susan Wohlgelemter distinguished them­
selves in their respective supporting roles as Michelle and Melanie, 
those in the know who attempt to counsel their friends against their 
emotionally self-destructive behavior. Coming from opposite view­
points - Michelle with her long-term (read: life sentence) and adoring 
(read: whipped) boyfriend, and Melanie, with her serial dating lifestyle 

("That's the great part about being single. Every new guy you go out 
with, boom, instant new beginning!j - the two actresses provided 
depth in the script and serve as barometers of their friends' love-struck 
desperation. 

But the real star role of the show is that of June, as played by Sarah 
Harris. June is tom by her indecision and doubts. She already has the 
premonition that something is seriously amiss, but she still finds herself 
drawn to this man, even while trying to break free of his specter. "A part 
of him follows me wherever I go," she says, "but where am I goipg? Back 
to him?!! This indecision is driving me crazy, and I hate it. I hate not 
knowing." 

In the most memorable monologue of the play, June compares a 
girl's heart to a fine glass vase placed right in the very center of a bas­
ketball court for all to trample upon come game time. And what do you 
know, there is almost always a game going on. The vase gets trampled 
and kicked, smashed and shattered. Repair after repair, sloppy glue job 
after sloppy glue job, and still, the vase takes its place once more at cen­
ter court. All it wants if for a player to stop, see its "inner brilliance and 
beauty," pick it up and take it home (and maybe buy it an engagement 
ring). All she wants is her"basketball rrian." 

The plot built up to the fated climax, and as the story reached its 
denouement, the viewer could not help but watch, mesmerized, as it all 
came together. Dramatically, the script did exactly what a good play 
should - it reached into the hearts of its audience, grabbed the emo-
tions that they are intimately familiar with,and displayed them on stage 
for all to see: 

Glassman's script was beautifully directed by Eric Parness, a recent 
graduate of Brandeis University and � student director here in New York. 
Parness' minimalistic stage settings gracefully complemented the script 
by imparting a shared sense of space, alluding to the women sharing 
the same man. "King of Four Hearts• was co-produced by Devorah 
Cenker and Celia Sporer, while Liz Renna served as stage manager. 

Overall, the production truly was a magnificent piece of theater, while 

the fellow it was written about (wherever you are, there are some boys 
here who would like to shake your hand) must truly be a rolling stone 

like no other, a real down-home, game-playing, bird-chasing hound. As 
the lights fell, the audience gave the actresses a standing ovation (while 
the fifteen or so men in attendance eyed the exits, ready for a quick get­
away should the need arise). "King of Four Hearts" was a smashing suc­
cess, and a tribute to the talents of all the students involved. 
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Sessions at 

West 54th 
BY ELI GUROCK 

Wipe a tear, grab a tissue, and blow 
your nose, unfortunately our school year 
is over. Classes are a distant memory and 
you've forgotten most of the information 
for half of your finals already. It's a sad 
time. Some people a re graduating, some 

are sticking around next year, but most 
people are going home . . .  home, outside 
New York City. I feel bad for you people, 
going to places l ike Indiana, Memphis, 
and LA, the once vibrant and exciting 
night l ife that you knew is being 
replaced with a town that watches 60 
Minutes and goes to bed by 1 0. What 
kind of l ife are you going to have without 
New York's bars, clubs and parties? Well, 
don't fret just yet. As a parting gift for 
those of you in this situation, I wi l l  fil l  you 
in on a l ittle secret about what you can 
do on those long, boring, Saturday and 
Sunday nights at home. 

On one of these two n ights, at either 
1 1  or 1 2  o'clock at n ight(depending on 
the city and station), the best ever live 
music show is on the air. Sessions at West 
54th has been critically hailed as just 
that. With performers from just about 
every genre of music, this is a must watch 
for al l  of you who love music but only 
have AM stations at home. 

In this, the show's second season, they 
have filled each show with great and 
often unknown artists. Diverse artists 
from Ozomatli (August 1 4) to Bela Fleck 
and . the Flecktones (June 26) fill the 
show each week with their own distinct 
_plend of music. On the relatively 
unknown side of the spectrum, I would 
advise you not to miss the Beth Orton's 
(August 7) show (who I covered in a pre­
vious article), Vic Chestnut's (August 24) 
show, and the Cowboy Junkies (May 29) 
show. All three of wh ich are pretty m ind­
blowing. 

But don't think that Sessions has just 
"soon to be cool" artists on their show. 
Artists as big as John Mellencamp (July 
24), Tori Amos (July 3 1 ), and Phish (July 
1 0) also play. Each puts on the kind of 
show that they've performed al l  
throughout their  careers which has gath­
ered them the sort of recogn ition that 
are left to the music elite. As is expected, 
the Phish show is of some higher quality, 
and as such, should not be m issed. 

Other shows, which I highly recom­
mend, are Lucinda Williams (August 28), 
P J Harvey and Chocolate Gen ius (July 
24), - Liz Pha ir- and the Lounge Lizards 
(July 3), and Elvis Costel lo (May 22). 

Most of the shows have two artists 
playing songs coupled with interviews 
from ex-Talking Heads lead s inger David 
Byrne. It is truly a special evening of tele­
vision, reminiscent of the old time l ive 

music television shows. 
The Show airs on PBS affiliates in over 

1 30 markets all across the country, so 
just check their website: 

www.sessionsatwest54th.com. 
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VIA DOLOROSA 
BY MORDECHAI LEVOVITZ 

Much like the famed street in Jerusalem, 
its namesake, I found New York's Via 
Dolorosa to be a small, seemingly out of 
place attraction that humbly thrives 
amongst its overbearing and more exciting 
counterparts. This one-man play, written by 
and starring the famous British playwright 
David Hare (The Blue Room, Amy� View, The 
Judas Kiss) tackles with the issues,. charac­
ters, and lessons pertaining to the recent 
Israeli-Arab Middle-Eastern crisis. 

It is a two hour monologue, a journal (if 
you will), recalling with great detail and sen­
timent Hare's recent, trip to Israel and the 
Palestinian territories. His natural story 
telling talents and flair for the poetic and 
sometimes hysterical verse ma�es this play 
move with uncommon ease. At times the 
mood is that of a private dinner conversa­
tion with Hare, yet at other moments the 
tone changes to one that is more theatrical; 
the audience relives the experience with 
Hare. 

The intimacy of the performance gives 
way to a surprising sense of manipulation. 
One finds him or herself laughing and cry­
ing with Hare, sharing the author's emotions 
out of sheer social etiquette, not necessarily 
because the facts themselves are so emo­
tionally persuasive. However, this is part of 
the brilliance of the play, being that, when it 
comes down to it, the whole production is 
really just an elaborate expression of one 
person's point of view. 

The show is about the universal signifi­
cance of il)dividual opinions. In this case the 
audience is privileged to hear and experi­
ence a British Christian artist's introduction 
and reaction to Israel, Judaism, and the 
Palestinian question. Here, honesty and 
reality take precedence over popular theo­
retic. This is what makes Hare's subjective 
response to the situation so endearing. The 
result is a night of provocation and intrigue. 
For a Yeshiva student the monologue poses 
a challenge to open his mind and revisit the 
injured dream for peace in the Middle. 

Hare begins with reminding the audi­
ence that Theodore Herzl was first a play­
wright. The harrowing last words of 
Hertzle's final play were "I want to get out of 
the Ghetto!" The Israeli- Palestinian conflict 
makes- for -great- subject matter in theater 
simply because, as Hare puts it, "these peo­
ple have a cause, a fighting belief." Their 
artistic appeal is not totally complimentary; 
Author Philip Roth told Hare that he must 
meet the Jewish right wing settlers because, 
"they're so crazy, there's room enough for all 
of us." However, the immediate impetus for 
his tr_ip to Israel was a conversation Hare had 
with his Jewish friend Mr. Grossman. 
Grossman told Hare that it is not necessary 
to have G-d in ones life to be Jewish; that 
religion only started playing a major role in 
the Arab�lsraeli crisis after the six day war, 
when the religious Jews saw the Bible as a 
"cC1ntemporary operations manual." 
Grossman felt that it is "un-Jewish" to need 
to own things, only ideas': This dialectic 
between owning rocks and owning Ideas 
fascinated Hare. Hare saw this struggle to 
be very far reaching. It reminisces the 
greater mans' strife between mans' inherent 
physicality and his need to transcend from 
his corporeal existence to one on a spiritual 
or theoretical plarie. At the notion that the 
Middle Eastern crisis may represent a uni­
versal human conflict, Hare packed up his 
bags and headed to Heathrow for the next 
flight out to Tel-Av.iv. Personal ly, I would 
have told him to stay home and get a copy 
of the Rav's The Lonely Man of Faith, which 
deals at length with Judaism and this dialec-

tic. But like a Brisk Rebbe determined to fit 
his Chakira into every possible Gemara, Hare 
had h is heart set on explaining every 
instance of the Arab-Israeli story with this 
stone Idea theory. The task proved harder 
than it first seemed. 

Hare hysterically mocks Tel-Aviv and it's 
people. He pokes fun at the city's need to 
be recognized as an extension of the west­
ern world. He ridicules the residents' overt 
insecurities that force them to be so proud 
of such foolish things like Tel-Aviv being the 
'sex capital of the world� The secular Israelis 
are introduced as quite frustrated people. 
Every conversation Hare spoke of conclud­
ed with the secular Jew blaming all of 
Israel's problems on someone else, whether 
it be the "Yeshiva students that rob the 
country blind" or "Natanyahu's right wing 
fundamentalist government': Thus, the atti­
tude of Israel's left wing constituency seems 
helpless, for they feel  so held back by the 
alleged wrong doings of others. It's always " 
they who·have held us back" or "them that 
need to change': 

After meeting with former Minister of 
Science and Arts, Shulamit Aloni, his impres­
sion of her is of a ·  defeated angry woman. 
"Her world was destroyed with Rabin's 
assassination� She rants and bickers about 
how her count;y is moving backwards and 
how there is nothing she can do about it. 
Hare has had quite enough of Tel-Aviv and 
makes his way down to Sharei Tikva, a 
Jewish settlement in Palestini�n territory. 

As Hare recalls his trip to the settlement, 
perhaps the most unsettling revelation is 
made. After seeing hills and h ills of Arab 
country, Hare confides in the audience that 
he for the first time began to feel a truly 
awful thought, "Jews just don't belong here': 
This seemingly prejudice thought scared 
and embarrassed Hare, yet he felt it 
nonetheless. Through sharing this, Hare 
establishes a rare kind of trust with the audi­
ence that Is seldom seen In theater. We feel 
as though we know exactly where Hare is 
coming from. It Is this kind of honesty and 

brutal realism that sets this production 
apart from other shows. 

The Settlers Hare stayed by in Sharei 
Tikva are described as n ice but utterly con­
fused people. They speak of love, peace, 
family and religion, but fail to see the obvi­
ous contradictions their lifestyles create. 
They have no answer to the charge of delib­
erate provocation; they swim in their swim­
ming pools while the Arabs below them 
carry drinking water in jerri-cans. The set­
tlers wil l  boast about how they stand in 
silence for the fallen Israeli soldiers on 
Memorial Day, but don't seem to care that it 
takes 4000 soldiers to ensure the safety of 
these 500 settlers. What was most discon­
certing to Hare was the settlers' desire for 
peace but refusal to offer any way it could 
possibly be attained. On this, Hare so 
poignantly put it, "there is  a difference 
between saying this is how we want to live 
and saying this is how we want to live so 
f$@%you!" 

Although Hare tries to steer away from 
the intricacies of religion, there are points 
when Hare can not help himself. This is the 
only tragic mistake in the monologue. 
When Hare comments on the customs and 
rituals of the orthodox settlers he sounds 
like a foolish ignorant bigot. In one instance 
he announces to the audience that for some 
'secret' reason men have an extra eighteen 
minutes to work before the Sabbath begins, 
while the women are restricted from doing 
such work. The audience laughs as if to say 
they get Hare's pathetic inference that 
Judaism is inherently chauvinistic. Another 
more disturbing moment was when Har£, 
began to poke fun at a heated Sabbath 
table discussion concerning whether Rivka 
was thn?e or fourteen, Hare cackles to the 
audience in his upper class British accent, 
"Did it ever once occur to them that maybe 
the story is just wrong? . . .  lt's just wrong!" 
Upon hearing this, the audience roars with 
applause, A friend of mine rightful ly point­
ed out that if anyone should appreciate rig­
orous exegesis and respect for original text, 

it is the playwright. How sad that the same 
man who could learn so much from a spe­
cific wording in one of Shakespeare's dia­
logues, can only mock when others try do 
the same with G-d's l iterary work. I must say 
that I was slightly offended by these com­
ments and Hare's obvious lack of judgment, 
but this by no means is a reason not to see 
this otherwise insightful piece of theater. 

The lights begin to dim as Hare describes 
his trip into Gaza. He depicts a desolate 
third world country where half the popula­
tion still l ives in refugee camps and people 
earn eight percent of what citizens earn in 
Israel. The sewers wash out into the streets 
where young boys dressed as policemen are 
unanimously ignored. Hare relays how 
Palestinian community leaders have little 
hope or trust in Arafat; they claim that hun­
dreds of millions of dollars have disap­
peared due to carelessness and corruption. 
Hare goes on to describe Arafat's stunning 
seaside villa. A Palestinian mother on the 
street complained that there are more peo­
ple in prison under Arafat than under Israeli 
rule. The conclusion: society is not function­
ing and civil war is inevitable. One UN vol­
unteer living in Gaza actually t0ld Hare, "If 
the Israeli's were smart, they would give it all 
back and watch as this society would f$@% 
it up''. 

Before returning to England, Hare visits 
Jerusalem. He quotes Melville saying, "the 
air in Jerusalem is so saturated with prayers 
and dreams that it is hard to breathe." He 
visits Yad Vashem, the Kotel, the Dome of 
the Rock, and finally the Via Dolorosa. 
Walking down the narrow street wh<?re 
Yushkah once marched to his death, Hare 
realizes the surprisingly small impact of 
Christianity on the city and state. The few 
Christian pilgrims, coming to Jerusalem 
expecting the equivalence of universal stu­
dios, are instead greeted the humble Via 
Dolorosa, itself a stranger in a strange land. 
Ultimately, Hare feels like the Via Dolorosa; 
he will always be an outsider and conse­
quently he (ironically, much like the secular 
Jew, the settler, and the Palestinian) feels 
like he is helpless regarding the future of 
this great country. The only hope now is the 
passage of time. 

The audience comes out of this play 
thinking, which is a novel concept consider­
ing the other stuff that is currently on 
Broadway. The play is a wonderful spring­
board for even deeper and more stimulat­
ing conversation concerning topics like the 
separation of church and state in Israel, or 
the future of Palestinian-Israeli relations. 
The production was lacking in the energy 
and emotion that comes along with charac­
ters and story line, but made up for it with its 
unique sense of intimacy and honesty. I did­
n't feel as though I was introduced to a bril­
liant new encounter to the Middle East 
Crisis that somehow sheds more light on 
the topic, however I felt that I gained some­
thing through the mere understanding of 
how someone d ifferent from myself 
approaches these familiar issues. I highly 
recommend Via Dolorosa to students, who 
with a valid student ID can get any seat in 
the house for twenty dollars. The student 
tickets can be bought the day of the show at 
the box-office. Unless money is not an issue, 
if one does not have a student ID, I wouldn't 
spend more than thirty dollars to see this 
show (regular price seats range from $20-
$65). Buying the script is also recommend­
ed and should be available at bookstores. 
The play contains no music or singing and is 
an excellent idea for a Sefirah Thursday 
night. Remember, the run ends June thir­
teenth- so hurry up! 

Via Dolorosa 
Playing at the Booth Theatre 222 W. 45th St. 
Tues.-Sat at B,· Wed at 2; Sun at 3 
Tele-Charge (2 12) 239- 6200 
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BY MORDECHAI FISHMAN 

Comrades: Tales of a Brigadista 
in the Spanish Civil War 

by Harry Fisher 
Foreword by Pete Seeger 
Hardcover, 2 1 1  pp. 
University of Nebraska Press 

Harry Fisher is a piece of liv­
ing history. The eighty-eight 
year-old activist, idealist and 
self-proclaimed "Communist 
with a little 'c,"'is one of the last 
of the one hundred and thirty 
or so surviving veterans of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade. The 
Lincolns, as they were known, 
were the American contingent 
of the international volunteers 
who fought with the Loyalists 
against Generalissimo Francisco 
Franco's fascists in the Spanish 
Civil War. As one of the earliest 
to enlist, and one of the blessed 
few to survive all of the war's 
major campaigns, including the 
bloody Battle of Jarama, 
unscathed, Fisher is uniquely 
qualified to recount the events 
of a conflict that most 

Americans know little, if anything at all, about. In his book 
"Comrades: Tales of a Brigadista in the Spanish Civil War," 
Fisher tells of his war experiences in heartfelt and simple 
tones, yet his brutally honest look at war is a valuable lesson youth cannot even dream of. He recounts the hardships and 
for all of humanity and an important addition to the histo- rampant poverty of the Depression years, families being 
ries chronicling the conflict. evicted and tossed on the street like human refuse, bread-

The Lincoln Brigade was a unique group of individuals lines stretc�ing for blocks, and children begging for a bite to 
brought together by their desire to fight fascism. Of the eat. His social sensibilities forged by the suffering surround­
nearly three thousand Americans who volunteered, nearly ing him, Fisher joined the Communist Party, because "They 
one third were Jewish (old school - with first names like didn't just talk politics, they actually did something.'' He tells 
Isadore and Morrie, and last names like Kauffman and tales of forcing landlords to reaccept their indigent tenants 
Goldberg), while the remainder spanned ethnic and class with his Communist cohorts, and organizing labor unions all 
lines. The Lincoln Brigade was also the first racially integrat- across the Midwest. "I never went to meetings," writes 
ed unit in American military history. And while their dedica- Fisher, who never claims in his book to be a deep political 
tion and ideological steadfastness kept the Lincolns going, it thinker. "I just wanted to help others."· 

toiled and died in the Spanish mud. He describes the brav­
ery of those who marched off to gruesome, horrible deaths 
with the "lnternationale" on their lips and a sense of destiny 
upon their shoulders. Fisher is most effective when recount­
ing the indiscriminate suffering visited upon both sides by 
the barbaric savagery of war. In one of the most touching 
narratives in the book, he describes finding a family portrait 
jutting from the pocket of a dead fascist, a young man like 
himself, caught forever by the cruel hand of war. "They were 
just kids who happened to live in territory controlled by the 
fascists, kids who would surely have preferred soccer games 
to war," is how he describes the illiterate Spanish peasants 
fighting on the other side. Fisher saved the photo, and the 
picture in the book drives his tale home with a poignancy 
that would shatter any mothers heart. 

He is equally unflinching when describing the shortcom­
ings of the Communists. Fisher writes of atrocities and injus­
tices inflicted by his own comrades and commanders in the 
name of a just cause. The end result is a despondent view of 
war - albeit a morally justified one, but horrific and barbaric 
nonetheless. 

The book's strongest point is also its biggest flaw. Harry 
Fisher never purports to be anything else but a simple ideal­
ist who was willing to die for what he felt was right and 
good. The plainly written story hammers home the useless­
ness of war in a way that no history textbook ever could, but 
the lack of a broad-based historical and global political view 
may leave the reader wanting to know more. Yet the simple 
words, human emotions, and day-to-day experiences of 
Harry Fisher put a human face on a forgotten war, and create 
a personal contextual framework that puts the conflict into 
its true perspective. 

Speaking to Harry Fisher is pleasure onto itself. His wry 
humor, innate grace, and finely honed sense of social justice 
impart to his listener a feeling of hope for a gentler, kinder 
world. After Fisher recently 
spoke here at YU, students dis­
cussed his story and life long 
after he departed the campus. 
He never tries, in person or in his 
book, to make excuses for or 
whitewash his support for 
Stalinism and its policies, saying 
"I am not a scholar, I am not an 
intellectual." He merely imparts 
a historical truth - war is hell. 

could not protect them against the bombs and bullets of It was this highly developed sense of right and wrong Summing up the experience 
the fascists. The majority of those who enlisted ended up as that led Fisher to "hate fascism, Hitler, and all he stood for," of the Brigadistas, Fisher quotes 
casualties, with over 900 killed and nearly ninety percent of and ship off to fight a war, that in historical retrospective, the American activist and poet 
the survivors wounded at some point during the war. was the prelude to the horrors of Nazi Germany that Genevieve Taggart. "They were 

u 
Fisher's narrative shines as it lays the ideological ground- engulfed Europe soon thereafter. young, there was much they did 

work for comprehending the motives that drove him and his Fisher writes as a simpl� soldier, and he eloquently and not know, they were human.'' 
comrades to sail off and fight a vicious war in a foreign land. passionately describes the brutal carnage of war. He His book is a shining testament 
He recounts gro�i11g up in the Hebrew National Orphan describes his feelings and longings, the camaraderie and to the.enduring good of human 
Home in the Bronx, a poor, disenfranchised Jew, who .saw. . . _.friendship that bound his fellow combatants together, and nature and the senseless butch­
and felt social injustice in a way we modern-day Jewish the daily deprivation and indignities visited upon those who ery of war. 
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111e Matrix 

BY VAIR OPPENHEIM 

Starring: Keanu Reeves, Laurence Fishburne, and Carrie-Anne Moss 

In what may likely be the Nth time in the past decade, audiences have been 
subjected to an innumerable amount of technological backlashes in cinema. 
From Terminator 2 to Virtuosity, films have constantly placed technology in a 
bad light, even iconicizing its anthropomorphisms in world class villainy. The 
Matrix, shall have its own notoriety as a film completely focused on "beating the 
computer': 

The Matrix sets up a 23rd Century earth run by a computer that is enslaving 
mankind (sound familiar?) for the purpose of harvesting the human life essence 
to be used as a substitute for electrical power. Most humans aren't aware of this, 
and are instead living a virtual existence that subconsciously satisfies them and 
keeps them in the year 1999. The ones who are aware fight the war for mankind, 
in their search to fulfill a prophecy of finding "The One�the person able to defeat 
the Matrix and save humanity. Laurence Fishburne, in a very solid leadership 
role, plays Morpheus, who heads a band of fighters taking on the Matrix, while 
searching for their savior. Fishburne believes Neo (Keanu Reeves) may in fact be 
this person. Against them is the Matrix's security proponent, in the form of Mr. 
Smith (played freakishly well by Hugo Weaving), who tries to stay two steps 
ahead of the team in hopes of finding out where the other non-subdued 
humans live. All the while, Reeves is forced to absorb as much as he can (everi 
fighting techniques), in order to beat the Matrix. 

The Matrix, is surprisingly original, and yet unabashedly a knock-off. What 
separates this film from other notable cinematic rip-offs (examples of the 
Rambo and Scream franchises come to mind) is that this film manages to have 
no shame in cutting and pasting from so many films, because after it gets mixed 
together, it becomes a fluke that no longer resembles any parent. Yet it main­
tains the suspense or ingenuity of each and every scene it Is derived from. This 
film does not pay homage to its predecessors; it assimilates scenes, situations 
and concepts from other films in their entirety, yet plays off each lift with con­
viction as if it were done for the first time. The deja vu one may feel has origins 
from films such as Aliens, Total Recall, Dark City,John Woo films,and most notably 
Terminator 2. Gluing the coolest scenes from the coolest films isn't such a bad 
idea at all. This brings up a new issue, that being the surreal resonance which 
this film gives off. The film is undeniably exciting and worth watching for the 
visuals alone. The action sequences are hyperkinetic; a mix of Bruce Lee Kung 
Fu with John Woo's gunplay direction. It's nothing short of innovative, but more 
correctly, an innovative combination. People dodge bullets and defy gravity. It 
may not be original, but it hasn't been seen in a while. Audiences are bom­
barded with one type of action sequence after another so the drool quotient 
will leave any testosterone bearing gentlemen begging for more. It is quite an 
accomplishment for writers/directors Larry and Andy Wachowski who were 
able, after previously writing and directing the lesbian crime-thriller Bound, and 
co-writing the action film Assassins to create such a fine piece of entertainment. 
Qualitatively, the film's script isn't much to talk about, it being a rather inconsis­
tent mesh of camp and cool. Credit should be given to the actors, who manage 
to find conviction in the ideas to express them in a manner that overrides its 
pretentiousness. The art direction, cinematography, and martial arts choreog­
raphy Is all notable. It is a successful expression of the comic-book mentality · 
that has permeated cinema of late, and It should be hoped that this repairs the 
damaged name of blockbuster. 

111e Mummy 
BY VAIR OPPENHEIM 

Starring: Brendan Fraser, Rachel Weisz 

The period adventure genre, consisting mostly of tales of white heroic men 
out to exploit people or land, has been untouched for years. The exception being 
Indiana Jones and its cinematic clones, which have never been able to stand on 
their own. The Mummy attempts to lift the curse, by trying to display something 
old mixed with something new. This is not simply an adventure film, it also serves 
as horror. Needless to say it is not quite similar to it's predecessor, the 1932 Boris 
Karloff film. 

The film's plot (give credence to it's existence, let alone it's originality), resorts 
to the typical list of people, places, and scenarios: a hero, an archaeological 
dig/treasure hunt, a villain, a curse, a damsel in distress, booby traps, expendable 
secondary characters, and special effects. 

The film begins with a visually stunning sequence in ancient Egypt, revealing 
the mummy's origin. The time shifts to approximately two thousand years later 
when Rick O'Connell, an American hero played by Brendan Fraser, accidentally 
discovers Hamunaptra, the city of the dead, buried beneath the sand - its location 
undiscovered for a millennia. We then meet a stereotypically vulnerable feminine 
librarian whose brother is supposed to represent a comically bumbling epitome 
of everything wrong with Britain (and these banalities don't end there). The two 
come across an ancient map that should lead to Hamunaptra where the famed 
book of incantation is to be found. The book of the dead is also coincedently (of 
course) located in the city. During the trip they encounter a rival group of 
Americans who are after the vast treasure to be found there. Soon somebody 
accidentally unleashes the mummy, and the havoc begins. The sands rise, the 
plagues begin to spread, and soon enough the logic starts flying away as well. 

This film is amazingly ignorant of logic. Why the librarian character played by 
Rachel Weisz suddenly does not need glasses later into the film, is ridiculously 
unexplainable. The fact that she is able to read hieroglyphics is made known, yet 
she accidentally reads from the book of the dead absent of consequence. 
Perhaps the chapter should have read: If you can read this, you are raising the 
dead. What the mummy had to do with the ten plagues God unleashed on the 
Egyptians to save the world, is inconceivable to even correlate. This is not a cheap 
list of potshots. Rather, it is an indication of the lack of thought brought to it's pre­
sentation. Even though the film involves the supernatural, viewers always want 
the 'down-to-earth' to retain the movie's sensibility. The idea behind the special 
effects to point out that as long as a creator can make something believable 
(remember that word), the audience will permit its intrusion into their private 
escapist world. When a movie does not seem believable, the audience never 
grants it credibility. 

The film itself encounters an immense presentation problem. The film is seem­
ingly split between being an adventure and a horror film, and even the adventure 
aspect is riddled with quips and a plethora of one liners. As an afterthought, one 
may wonder what the film was trying to accomplish. Was it a spoof of the genre? 
An imitation of Indiana Jones? A horror film? Those who expect only one and not 
all of the aforementioned types of films may not enjoy this movie. Others, will be 
thoroughly pleased, as the film through all of its flaws and characters is incredibly 
entertaining. The film is extremely predictable - one knows that the mummy will 
be unleashed and that the heroes will win, but the film tries to very effectively 
visually deceive the audience (courtesy of Industrial Lights and Magic) into think­
ing that this film must be different on the grounds that it is a mummy movie. To 
say that the cast's acting is cartoonish would be doing the film a favor. However, 
to its credit, not one of the jokes falls flat. As a production, there is nothing awk­
ward about the film's design, photography or action sequences. The movie even 
includes a propulsive score from Jerry Goldsmith, giving it an epic feel. Brendan 
Fraser can give a sigh of relief, as he is extremely bankable as an action hero. He's 
no Harrison Ford, but he isn't given much time to develop, and when he tries to 
spread some talent, the other cast members resort to quips reminding us of their 
emotional maturity or lack thereof. Stephen Sommer's writing and direction are 
impressive, in comparison to his earlier work which has been regarded as com­
post. The film is a popcorn film, and that's all it'll ever be. 
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HASHKAFA VERSUS ART: SHAVUOT, INCEST, GENTILES, AND THE' MESSIAH 
BY MORDECHAI LEVOVITZ 

Okay, so you can listen to a woman sing, so 
you may find Heterim to see movies, plays, or 
exhibits at the Met, but do these leniencies 
really address the larger issue here? How does 
the Halakhic Jew approach secular culture and 
the arts? This question is inextricably connect­
ed to how we are supposed to view the non­
Jewish world; in particular, how we see our 
gentile brethren, our fellow man that just hap­
pens not to be Jewish. Do they just have a 
peripheral existence with respect to the major 
scheme of things? Is the gentile cursed in that 
he could never attain the level of spiritual and 
moral accomplishment that a Jew can? We 
know that there is wisdom among the nations, 
but does that include virtue and ethics? Are 
sociological mores like civil liberties, feminism, 
welfare and pluralism nothing more than 
meaningless guesses as to what may be aes­
thetically pleasing, or does modern man really 
have a natural intuition concerning moral 
righteousness in the eyes of the Lord? One 
can not deny the holiness found in the basic 
love between parent and child or the great­
ness underlying every act of human kindness, 
but how are these seemingly universal reli­
gious ideas manifested in Judaism? In an 
attempt to deal these problems, I'd like to 
share my understanding of Rav J.B. 
Soleveitchic's hashkafa concerning Judaism's 
relationship with the goyim. The following is 
my personal retelling (in mostly my own 
words) of the basic concepts taught in a shiur 
given by the Rav on May 2 5  1974, entitled 
"Shavuoth Motifs''. The shiur examines the role 
of culture in kabal/as ha Torah, ga/us, and 
Moshiach. 

The Rav addresses four questions regard­
ing the reading of Megilat Ruth on Shavuoth. 
The firs_t! being the most common inquiry, 
1 )What does Megilat Ruth have to do with 
Shavuot.? The second and third questions are 
based on the chazal who learn that Ruth is 
read on this holiday simply due to the fact that 
the last posuk gives the lineage of Dovid Ha­
Melech. The questions arise, 2) why is this par­
ticular ancestor of King David important? And, 
3) what is the connection between David and 
Shavuot? Finally the Rav was bothered with,4) 
why God chose A former Moavite Princess 
over one of the many bnos Yisrael to be grand­
mother of the Messiah? 

Rav Soloveitchik begins by asserting that 
the most plausible interpretation amongst 
various hypothesis is the Vilna Goon's learning 
of the story of Ruth. It is the story of geyrus; the 
courage of a young Pagan princess who joins 
a strange people. The story of Shavuot is the 
conversion of an entire people. The Gemara 
derives from matan Torah that geyrus requires 
tevil/a,Millah,and kurban. From Ruth we learn 
another prerequisite for conversion (without 
which geyrus would be meaningless), kabbo/at 
ol mitzvot (accepting the yoke of God's com­
mandments). Using a typically Jewish 
approach, an individual is equivalent to a 
whole nation. Shavuot is a celebration of both 
historic conversions. 

On Mount Sinai, the Torah was given to the 
chosen people who were charged with a cer­
tain responsibility. What about the rest of the 
world? Surely It is absurd to think that God 
abandoned the nations! God said,"You are the 

treasure of all nations but My relationship with Jewish girl could have been introduced to 
the world will not disintegrate''. Originally God Boaz instead. This phenomenon only begins 
did not want to give the Torah to only one with Ruth ... how many Pagan mothers did King 
people but as the Gemarah ir:i Baba Kama David have? Remember that David's grand­
explains, he approached the goyim before he mothers also include the daughter of Lot and 
gave the Torah to the Jews, but they said that Tamar, Judah's daughter in law/bedfellow. 
it was in conflict with reality. The Jews finally Chazal even learn that God was thinking 
accepted it, but what about the original plan? about David when he sent the angel to save 
Did God just give it up? Lot. Why did God consistently look outside of 

The Rav insists the original intention of the Jewish nation, when compiling the gene . 
Hashem, that the Torah 

"IJII� h ,1,1 � ,fl th 
pool for our savior? 

should be the property .,.,e 5 OU,u J o .. ow e What was Ruth doing 
of every human being Is perfect examnle o' in the field of Boaz? . She 
steadfast and has not r• 'J was performing Leket, 
been terminated. The our maker and gathering ears . of corn; 
tactics have changed, i , d •' • ri 

She gleaned and picked 
not the goal. The Torah nS,eO 0,1 l9ff0 ng up. Leket is a halakhic 
was not given to the IIGouish" Arts and and metc!physical insti-
non-Jewish community :, • tution, Hashem gleaned 
directly, but it was given Culture, embrace and and gathered beautiful 
indirectly to the entire tJ I 

inclinations and virtues 
mankind as an eschato- cul vate t's many from people all over the 
logical rea_lity. The ulti- virtuous attributions." world in order to we�ve 
mate destiny of human the soul of the king 
fulfillment in the messianic age is for every- Messiah. God was preoccupied with the 
body to embrace the Torah, our faith. Our task Messiah's personality. He disregarded race and 
as Jews has been and still is to teach the torah religion and instead looked through all of 
to mankind, to influence the secular world and mankind to find special qualities and capabili­
by that, save the world from profanity. We are ties. This is the Almighty's approach to culture, 
the executers and messengers vis-a-vis the to sift and glean through the nations of the 
entire world; our task, to represent the moral world noting outstanding moral traits and eth­
outlook on life to which the Jew has commit- ical accomplishments. 
ted himself. The gentile world should be able Ruth was chosen because of her unique 
to watch the Jews and admire our way of liv- heroism. She came from pagan royalty, a life 
ing, for we bear witness to the unique relation- intoxicated with orgiastic pleasures and 
ship man has with God. unlimited luxury. Ruth sacrificed all this to 

Contrary to what many might think, the identify with a strange and mysterious people, 
Jew has a mission. Since we have not yet per- to adopt a religion that demanded superhu- . 
fected ourselves, it is inappropriate to act on man discipline. The heroism manifested itself 
our mission, but the idea of this mission is still with her joining a people she didn't know and 
correct. We must be a "beacon of light " for all separating herself from the outside world; she 
the nations to follow. This ma11date, however, chose loneliness, over sociological acceptance. 
can not _be attained in terms of teaching or Lot's daughter was indeed a primitive idol 
writing Judaic philosophy; the mere·publica- worshipper. She committed incest with her · 
tion of ethical books, no matter how brilliant, father! And from that carnal copulation came 
will not bring the world closer to God. People the mother of the Messiah! Yet, God saw an 
are not attracted to abstract morality. incredible character trait in this young girl. 
Traditional Judaism says we do the teaching Chazal learn that her intentions were truly sin­
by example. cere. She was determined to rebuild the world 

It is now clear how the redemption of the and raise a new humanity. Lot's daughter was 
world (Messianic age) is connected to man willing to forgive her own cleanliness, to per­
inheriting the Torah. Matan Torah initiated the 
Messianic process of universal conversion. 
Judaism predicts that at some period in the 
future all man kind will not only come close to 
God and embrace or faith, but also join the 
sacred community dedicated to the service of 
God! 

Har Sinai represents the private covenant 
between the Jew and the almighty, while King 
David represents the Messianic age, where 
matan Torah is a universal affair. David will ful­
fill what was anticipated by the Almighty at 
Sinai. The full realization of matan Torah will be 
achieved at the time of the Messiah. It is no 
wonder we read Megilath Ruth on Shavuot, 
announcing the birth of David and the realiza­
tion that the Torah will be the property of all 
mankind. 

It is no coincidence that on Shavuot we are 
introduced to David through Ruth. The 
Meggi/la provokes us to ask if it is right that the 
King Messiah should circulate the blood of a 
pagan princess. A Moavite girl should be the 
mother of eternal kingship? Certainly a nice 

form the ultimate sin, in order to save the uni­
versal community. While Ruth abandoned the 
world to help her own life, Lot's daughter In 
effect corrupted herself in the name of human 
kind. This very dialectic reflects the typical life 
of the Jew, concerned on the one hand with a 
private somewhat secluded existence, on the 
other hand he is concerned with his relation­
ship with the entire world, as a teacher. We 
withdraw then move forward, then move back 
once again. 

Tamar was also from a pagan background. 
She was the daughter-in-law of Judah and a 
great grandmother of Boaz. She waited all her 
life. · Judah told her to remain a widow until 
She/ah would grow up, but chazal said that he 
never actually thought to marry her off to 
Sheilah. She was left to wait and was eventual­
ly forgotten until finally she r�met Judah. Her 
virtue was the ability to wait and keep waiting. 
She is the personification of Knesset Yisroel. 
We've been waiting for Moshiach through the 
most trying of circumstances ever since Matan 
Torah, and while waiting derived laughter and 
derision. We inherited this ability from Tamar. 
The Messiah is also waiting , waiting for the 
sinner to come back. He will patiently wait for 
the nations to do teshuvah instead of killing 
them off first. 

The Rav has taught us the proper approach 
to non-Jews and their culture. We must view 
the gentile as a potential and impending Jew. 
They are still Hashem's precious children and 
were created in the same image of God that 
we were. Furthermore, our treatment of secu­
lar culture should imitate that of God's. To 
right off secular culture as being devoid of any 
moral, ethical, or religious value would be 
ungodly. Hashem took the time to glean, sift 
and gather positive qualities from worldly cul­
ture. How much more so should we follow the 
perfect example of our maker and instead of 
ignoring "Goyish" Arts and Culture, embrace 
and · cultivate it's many virtuous attributions. 
Secular culture offers so many wonderful and 
beautiful ideas; granted there's a lot of 
garbage out there too. The task of the YU 
Commentator Arts and Culture section is to 
sieve through the artistic expression of the 
nations and to reap what we can for the bet­
terment of Judaism. 
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Academic VP Appointed 
Continued from page 1 

or courses, are the central concerns of 
Academic Affairs. The hiring and firing of 
deans, department heads, and even gradu­
ate school deans, as well as the granting of 
tenure to or disciplining of faculty and 
administrators, are all done by the 
Academic VP. 

One of the many monumental tasks fac­
ing Lowengrub upon his arrival in YU is 
shepherding the University through the 
upcoming Ten-Year Middle States Review in 
2001 .  The once-a-decade accreditation 
process is exceedingly demanding, and 
involves all segments of the University 
including its three undergraduate and six 
graduate schools. Lowengrub expressed 
confidence. in· his ability to guide the school 
through the arduous process, noting that 
his prior experience with accreditations 
should help the school pass with "flying col­
ors/ 

Lowengrub stressed that the focus of his 
tenure at YU will be •academic excellence. 
My goal is to help the students be most pro­
ductive in all that they do." He stated that 
he hopes to use his background in the sci­
ences and mathematics to enhance those 
disciplines in YU, and help to bring the 
beleaguered astronomy program online. 

The new vice president, who will turn 
sixty-five next March, strenuously denied 
that Indiana's policy of forced retirement for 
administrators at that age was involved in 
his decision to come to YU. "That's not why 
I'm coming. Yeshiva is a unique place that 
poses Interesting challenges. And although 
I'm sixty-four, I'm a young sixty-four. I still 
go running every day." 

He also rebuffed any insinuation that his 
time spent at YU will merely be transitory. "I 
will be there for as long as everyone will 
have me." Sources within the administra­
tion • have informed The Commentator that 
Lowengrub's recently signed contract is for 
three years. 

Gelman, who has served as interim acad­
emic VP since the departure of former VP 
Bil l  Schwartz, has been dean of the 
Wurzweiler School of Social Work since 

1990 and is a graduate of the University of 
Pittsburgh, where he earned his MSW. He 
received his doctorate from the Florence 
Heller Graduate School at Brandeis 
University. While on sabbatical in 1 978, 
Gelman earned a Master of Law degree 
from Yale University, because he felt "it 

would aid my research and studies in the 
areas I was interested in." 

Gelman has conducted research and 
published articles in topics related to social 
policy, liability issues In non-profit organiza­
tions, human service delivery systems, 
developmental disabilities, ethics, and child 
abuse. He is a Fellow of the American 
Association on Mental Retardation, and 
recently completed a three-year term on 
the Commission on Accreditation of the 
Council on Social Work Education. Gelman 
was also recently elected to the position of 
vice president of the National Association 
of Social Work Deans. 

"I look forward to working with Dr. 
Lowengrub on enhancing the University's 
academic standing,• said Gelman. "I am 
pleased with our efforts in this interim peri­
od, and I hope that we can complete some 
of the initiatives that we started." 

"We are fortunate, indeed, to have found 
two such extraordinary individuals to serve 
Yeshiva University," said YU President Rabbi 
Dr. Norman Lamm. "We now have in 
Academic Affairs a dynamic team with com­
plementary strengths that will propel our 
University to new levels of excellence in the 
21 st century. Sheldon Gelman has demon­
strated his skills and dedication during his 
tenure as dean of Wurzweiler and during 
the past year as Interim vice president for 
Academic Affairs. Mort Lowengrub comes 
to us with extraordinary breadth and depth 
of experience in higher education adminis­
tration and has already demonstrated an 
appreciation for the history and mission of 
our institution." 

"I want to give something back to my 
heritage,• said Lowengrub, who grew up in 
a traditional Jewish household in New York. 
"Coming to YU gives me that opportunity." 

Kaplan Library at VU · 
Continued from page 20 

dently, the addition of the library is a great 
asset to the students in the course. There 
are currently forty YU students enrolled in 
the Kaplan course, divided Into two classes. 
They attend classes from · 2-Spm every 
Sunday in Furst Hall. Susan Schroeder, cur­
rently an NYU Law student, teaches one of 
the Kaplan classes at YU. She had her LSAT 
score raised by_ six points with the help of 
her Kaplan course and spoke of the virtues 
of the Kaplan way. She said, •Half the value 
of the course Is outside the class, and with 
the limited resources we can provide, you 
have to try and get In the head of the test­
maker. That is what Kaplan enables its stu-
dents to do.• 

With the resources so easily accessible, 
YU students in the course are more able to 
avail themselves of the necessary materials 
and they find It easier to devote the neces­
sary ·time to the Important Independent 
study. David Hain, a junior currentl y  
enrolled In  the Kaplan course commented, 
•Though I am a bit nervous as the test day 
(June 14th) approaches, Kaplan Is certainly . 
helping to build my confidence. I am espe­
cially happy we were able to get.the library 
up here on campus." John Moryl, head 
librarian, assured The Commentator that 

there would be no strain on the library staff. 
He added that all of the Information is con­
tained in one file cabinet. The resources are 
available on reserve only and are not 
allowed out of the library. 

The Kaplan library holds twenty-seven 

practice LSATs with full explanations of all 
questions. Also on reserve are video work­
shops with Kaplan instructors teaching the 
course's test-taking strategies. Students 
who miss classroom sessions are able to 
make-up the lost class sessions by watch­
ing the classes available on tape. In addi­
tion to the materials available in the library, 
Kaplan also offers some of Its resources on 
the internet. Kaplan members can access 
these materials through America Online at 
AOL Keyword: •Kaplan" from either their 
own computers or those located In the 
library. 

Hecht spoke about the presence of the 
Kaplan resources in our Pollack library. He 
said, "This is one of only a few locations that 
have such resources. I am happy for our stu­
dents that they get this improved access to 
resources." Hecht wanted to be sure to 
commend Pearl Berger, Dean of Libraries, 
for her •enthusiastic support and help, and 
her immediate reaction that this perfectly 
fits the role of the library." He recalled 
Berger's comment on her view of the 
llbrairles' role at YU. She stated simply, "If it 
will help the students, that's what we are 
here for." Hecht noted that for years Kaplan 
did not want to provide resources for the 
YU members of the course even though Y U  
consistently supplied students. "This is fur­
ther testament to the fact that we [at YU] 
have really arrived on the scene," Hecht 

said, "and I am really proud of YU, the stu­
dents, and the reputation we are gaining." 

Student Council Elections 
Continued from page 1 

goals that we have set as our agenda for the 
next millennium." The rest of the 1999-2000 
YCSC board is made up of Vice President Dov 
Brandstatter, Secretary Chaim Schneider, and 

· Treasurer Aryeh Goldberg. Brandstatter has 
served the YU students before, as Sophmore 
and Junior Class President, and hopes his 
accomplishments at YU will someday lead to 
a front office job with the New York Yankees. 

Atop the Sy Syms School of Business, Yossi 
Knoll will sit as President. After a successful 
campaign, Knoll stated, "It was a hard-fought 

election and I am happy to be given the 
opportunity to do what I can to assist the 
students of Sy Syms." Knoll will be joined by 
Ari Kellman, winner of the hotly contested 
Vice Presidential campaign. Steve Fuchs and 
Rich Frolich will preside as Treasurer and 
Secretary respectively. 

The Senior Class board will be headed by 
student council journeyman Alex Teichman, 
who defeated Moish Schmerler in an 
extremely close race. The victory stands 
pending a decision from the usually inactive 
Student Court, as questionable procedures 
may have taken place on election day. 
Schmerler believes election results may have 
either been rigged or miscounted and plans 
to plead for a recount or a new election. 
Teichman will be joined by Vice President 

Joshua "How Swede It Is" Swedarsky and 
Secretary/Treasurer Joshua Hersch. 

The race for Junior class President was 
another hotly contested battle yielding a 
write-in candidate as victor. Dorian Levy suc­
cessfully pulled off what was seemingly 
impossible, defeating five legitimate candi­
dates. Eric Distenfeld, the latest in a long line 
of distinguished Distenfelds at YU, will serve 
the junior class as Vice President with Mikey 
Butler serving as Secretary/Treasurer. 

Current Senior Class President Aton 

Holzer emerged victorious on the quest for 
president of the Student Organization of 
Yeshiva. Familiar with the inner workings of 
student leadership, Holzer is expected to do 
a phenomenal job planning assorted SOY 
events. Speaking about plans for the 
upcoming year, Holzer stated, "I hope to 
implement many new and innovative pro­
grams over the course of the coming year 
and I call upon my fellow talmidim for any 
suggestions or advice to help make Yeshiva a 
better place for Torah study.# Holzer will be 
joined by Vice President Aryeh Morris, 
Secretary Adam Scheier, and Treasurer Avi 
Oppenheimer. 

The Stone Beit Mid rash Program watched 
current Vice President Scott Nadel take the 
seat of President. Mark Tenenbaum will take 
over as Vice President, and Alaine Zeytouneh 
will serve as Secretary/Treasurer. 

The Isaac Breuer College board will fea­
ture fifth year-senior Eric Schubert as 
President, Abraham Lavian as Vice President, 
and third year-sophmore Steve Meitner as 
Secretary/Treasurer. Upon election, Schubert 
commented, "I have been in IBC since I 
entered Yeshiva, and I would like nothing 
more than to help put the RESPECT back into 
IBC, because that is what it means to me." 

Surprisingly, the board of the James Striar 
School will once again feature no Sephardic 
members. The 1 999-2000 board will be com­
prised of President Fred Kreizman, Vice 
President Jonathan Finkelstein, and 
Secretary/Treasurer Eric Norman. 
Apparently, there is still an unwritten rule 
against having an all-North American Jewish 
Studies college board. Maybe next year. The 
victors of each race appear to be enthusiastic 
of their triumphs and look forward to 
responsibly serving the student body in the 
academic year to come. 

Oiam.ant'e Caf'e 
T a.ste the authentic &.vors of ltalyl 

-Under OK Supervision 
-cholov yisroel 

-Pas yisroel 
Featuring gourmet pizza, .saumptious calzones, delec­
table pasta dishes, salads, a wide varlet}' of savory fish 

entree.s and other Italian .specialties. 

All lndwive Owier $19.95 
Soup or salad 

Your choi.ce of any pasta entree/salmonl 
or 1 o" individual pizza 
Coffee/tea Ir Oes.sert 

served between 5 and 7 p.m. 
Serving break.fast, lu.n.dt and dinner. 

Receive an extra 10% off with a 
valid Yeshiva University 1.0. 

8 Ea.st 48th ST (between 5th Ir Madison) 
M.-TH 8:00 am- 10:30 pm, FRI 8:00 am- 2 hours before 

shabbos. Sat night & Sunday coming soon. 
(2.12) 832- 3434 eau for rree delivery 

in Manhattan and catering. 
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VUDS Tr iumphs on 
Verb a l B a ttlef iel d 

BY GREG SAMUELS 

You slowly walk into the room. Two peo­
ple anticipate your arrival - both wearing 
suits. One is your enemy; the other is your 
judge. A quick look at your adversary tells 
you that he's playing for keeps. He's not smil­
ing, and the overly firm handshake he gives 
you comes close to shattering every bone in 
your hand. Somehow, you manage to grasp 
your opponent's hand with the same level 
of firmness, look into his face, and then smile 
- because you know that he is a dead man. 
Intimidation tactics will not work against 
you, for you are more than merely a speaker. 
You are a YU Debate Society debater who 
does not know the meaning of fear. The 
judge signals that he is ready. You stand up, 
glance one last time at your opponent, and 
begin to let loose the passionate verbal 
firestorm that will soon cause the melting of 
his heart when he realizes that he cannot 
respond to your arguments. The third and 
final preliminary round of yet another 
debate tournament is under way, and you 
are on the road to victory ... 

Over the course of this semester, seven­
teen YU students have found themselves in 
this exact position of triumph. Four 
first-place victories, seven second-place vic­
tories, and six third-place victories made 
spring 1999 the best semester ever experi­
enced by the members of the YU  Debate 
Society (YUDS). 

YUDS' first major competitive event this 
semester was an Impromptu debate tourna­
ment held at SUNY Morrisville. On Motzei 
Shabbat, February 28, 1999, Zev Katz, Iliana 
Barkey, Matithyohu Balas, and Elan Weinreb 
departed the Big Apple at 12:45 A.M. After 
traveling for close to five hours on a 
Greyhound bus, the weary students finally 
reached Utica, NY. Four hours later, the YU  
delegation managed to  arrive at the SUNY 
Morrisville campus. After a brief nap in the 
student lounge, the four YUDS competitors 
engaged students from Rockland 
Community College and SUNY Morrisville in 
three rounds of Impromptu debate. 
Although the YU students were severely 
fatigued and almost "running on empty," 
Elan Weinreb, Executive Officer of the 
Yeshiva College division of YUDS, still man­
aged to receive a third place award in 
debate and a first place award in speech. 
Zev Katz and I Ilana Barkey also received sec­
ond and third-place awards in speech 
respectively. 

Motivated by the Morrisville victory, 
YUDS students proceeded to vanquish their 
next wave of opponents on March 24, 1999, 
when Queens College hosted an 
Impromptu tournament. Approximately fif­
teen students from Rockland Community 
College, Queens College, and NYU compet­
ed in the tournament - and they all went 
home disappointed. For the first time in 
YUDS history, debate team members took 
back every single award offered - an accom­
plishment informally known as a "One-hun­
dred percent take-back: Newcomer Sarah 
Friedman, the first-place winner of the tour­
nament, impressed competitors, judges, and 
coaches with her dazzling rhetorical abili­
ties, consistently scoring 29 points (out of a 
possible 30) in each of her three. rounds of 
competition. Elan Weinreb, the second-place 
winner, and Aura Brandwein, third-place 
winner and Stern College Executive Officer, 
also performed Impressively with speaker 
point totals well above 80 points, averaging 
at least 26 points per round. 

YUDS' next big event was a combined 
debate Shabbaton/tournament weekend 
held over April 23-25, 1 999. On Friday night, 
April 23, approximately forty YUDS mem-

bers gathered down at Stern to hear Dr. 
Harris Schoenberg, Director of United 
Nations Affairs for Bnai Brith International, 
speak about the importance of communica­
tion in advancing Jewish interests in the 
United Nations. In addition to Dr. 
Schoenberg's presentation, Ms. Dvora 
Weinreb, an attorney in Cooper City, Florida, 
presented a comprehensive analysis of the 
controversial issue of gestational surrogacy. 
Both lectures were well attended and 
heartily enjoyed by all. 

Sunday, April 25, 1999, capped off the 
weekend with YUDS hosting its second 
annual Public Forum Debate League spring 
tournament. Elan Weinreb, Aura Brandwein, 
and Greg Samuels, YUDS' President, orga­
nized the tournament and served as its offi­
cials. Two divisions of debate were offered: 
Limited Research Debate and Impromptu 
Debate. The topic for the Limited Research 
Debate division was "Resolved: That, with 
regards to human cloning, an individual's 
right to reproductive freedom should be 
viewed as paramount." Topics in the 
Impromptu division included gestational 
surrogacy, academic integrity, and 
priest/penitent privilege. Three schools -
Y U, Rockland Community College, and 
SUNY Binghamton - competed in the tour­
nament. 

Once again, YUDS' "take-back" percent­
age was pretty impressive: sisty-six percent. 
Matithyohu Balas, the society's Assistant 
Executive Officer, won a second-place award 
in Limited Research Debate, and Uriel Cohen 
won a second-place speaking award in the 
Limited Research division. In the Impromptu 
division, lllana Barkey, one of the society's 
most enthusiastic members, received a 
third-place award in speaking. Edmundo 
Rosenberg, the society's president-elect, 
won a third-place debate award and sec­
ond-place speaking award. Yariv Frenkel also 
picked up a second-place debate award and 
first-place speaking award in the 
Impromptu division. Finally, newcomer 
Jonathan Gordon managed to defeat ten 
other competitors to receive a first-place 
award in Impromptu debate. 

YUDS' last major event of the 1 998-1999 
season was its most glorious to date. For the 
first time in YUDS history, YU was invited to 
an Impromptu debate at Columbia 
University against thirteen students from 
Rockland Community College, NYU, 
Columbia University, and Queens College. 
After a kosher pizza dinner, courtesy of 
Columbia's hospitable tournament staff, 
YUOS members were eager to crush the 
competition. By the end of the night, YUDS 
members had once again distinguished 
themselves by triumphing over their oppo­
sition. Newcomer Jack Almo, Greg Samuels, 
and Sarah Friedman took back second, third, 
and fourth-place awards respectively in 
debate. Both NYU and Columbia ended the 
night finishing behind YUDS. 

YU's debate society is no longer consid­
ered a fledgling organization but a powerful 
force to be reckoned with on the highest 
levels of collegiate competition. At the same 
time, YUDS has continued to maintain Its 
reputation of being an open club. Most of 
the awards won over this semester went to 
newcomers, not veterans. Experience is thus 
not a prerequisite for attaining victory. 
Anyone, with enough practice and motiva­
tion, can first learn how to defeat one's 
opponents on the verbal battlefield. YUDS' 
administration Is always ready to welcome 
new members and encourages all Interest­
ed students, regardless of experience level, 
to sign up at their website, 
http://surf.to/yuds, for the upcoming 1999 -
2000 academic year. 

VUCS PROTESTS LAB FEES 
BY BEN SANDLER 

Voices of protest have been raised 
among computer science, math, and pre­
engineering majors regarding the levying of 
lab fees for courses that do not have labs. 
While this sounds like a simple oversight, it 
has actually been common practice for 
many years. Every computer science course 
which a student takes incurs a $50 lab fee 
tacked on to the tuition bill for the semester. 
This fee is charged regardless of whether a 
lab is scheduled. Similarly, a $40 fee is 
charged to all students registered for 
Calculus. These courses also do not have 
labs. 

There is precedent for these lab fees 
being refunded. Two years ago, one student 
petitioned the High Tech Committee for a 
refund of lab fees for one course which did 
not use the lab. The Committee discussed 
the issue, and all the students in that course 
received refunds. However, the general poli­
cy was never changed. The Issue was raised 
again at a recent meeting of the Student Life 
Committee. A senior administrator at the 

meeting said he would look into it, but later 
reported that there had been no movement 
on the issue. He surmised that the reason for 
the charges hearkened back to the days 
when computer science students made use 
of the single Y U  computer, housed at 
Einstein, and were charged for their use of 
the computer. 

Students, many of whom had paid as 
much as $500 over the course of their 
careers in lab fees, noted that the fees are 
charged indiscriminately. Theoretically, as 
some administrators have noted, computer 
science students should require use of the 
computer labs more than other students. 
But in practice, students have noted that this 
is not the case. As one computer science 
major noted, most CS students have their 
own computers, and the labs are mainly 
used for word processing, AOL, game play­
ing,and other persuasions. In addition,other 
courses which use the lab, including Sy Syms 
courses which take place in the labs, are not 
charged labs fees. Students expressed the 
hope that the Issue would be resolved favor­
ably by the start of the next semester. 

RIETS Musm a ch 
Continued from page 1 

Rabbi Eliashiv replied: #My friend, my dear 
one, you have twice the power of love. Use it 
carefully." 

In 1 993, Rabbi Greenberg published an 
article In Tikkun magazine under the pseu­
donym Rabbi Yaakov Lavedo, In "Gayness 
and G-d: Wrestlings of an Orthodox Rabbi," 
he called for a "deeper understanding of 
homosexuality within the Orthodox world." 
"How can halakhacists possibly rule on a 
matter so complex and so foreign, without a 
sustained effort at understanding?# he 
wrote. 

He refers to Leviticus 18:23, the verse in 
which the Torah instructs: "Do not lie with a 
male as one lies with a woman, it is an abom­
ination." He says that "for the present, I have . 
no plausible .halakhic method of interpret­
ing this text in a manner that permits homo­
sexual sex." He does, however, describe var­
ious levels of homosexual activity, and lists 
some as being less of a violation to the Torah 
law. He states,"in regard to sexual behavior, 
I personally have chosen to accept a certain 
risk and violate the halakha as it is presently 
articulated, in the hope of a subsequent, 
more accepting halakhic expression.

· 
I · real­

ize that this is a 'civil disobedience.' It is not 
the system itself which I challenge but its 
application to an issue that has particular 
meaning for me and for those like me.'' 

His recent move to declare his sexuality 
follows a series of events that have taken 
place in the more liberal Jewish movements. 
Last year, the Reform movement debated 
whether to endorse officiation at gay wed­
dings. At the Conservative movement's 
Jewish Theological Seminary, students have 
petitioned the chancellor. to reopen the 
question of admitting gay students into the 
rabbinical programs. 

"While Rabbi Greenberg Is considered to 
be the most prominent symbol of gay 
Orthodoxy thus far, he is certainly not alone 
is his struggle," said Simcha DuBowski, a film 
maker who is currently shooting a docu-

mentary about gay and lesbian Orthodox 
Jews. "I've spoken to hundreds of gay and 
lesbian Jews over the past four years, many 
totally hidden, who want to lead lives of 
Torah and Mitzvot, serving Hashem in the 
fullest way they are capable. They want to 
be a tangible part of the Orthodox world, liv­
ing in it, loving it and building it." 

Many YU  Rabbeim, however, have been 
appalled by the conduct of Rabbi 
Greenberg. "Being an Orthodox Rabbi and 
actively gay is an oxymoron," said Rabbi 
Moshe Tendler, Rosh Yeshiva and Professor 
of Biology. "It is very sad that an individual 
who attended our yeshiva sunk to the 
depths of what we consider a depraved soci­
ety," Rabbi Tendler continued. Tendler said 
that Rabbi Greenberg's announcement is 
"the exact same as if he said, 'I'm an 
Orthodox Rabbi and I eat ham sandwiches 
on Yorn Kippur.' What you are is a Reform 
Rabbi." 

In the December dorm talk series, Rabbi 
Dr. Norman Lamm, ·President of YU ,  dis­
cussed the inherent conflicts of homosexu­
ality and religion. While Lamm didn't 
address the issue of being a gay Rabbi, he 
did say that "a gay teacher should not be 
permitted to discuss morality in the class­
room.'' He further stated that in order to pre­
serve self-respect, homosexuals should not 
talk about their orientation openly. 

Rabbi Greenberg explains that he decid­
ed to make the announcement "in order to 
help the great number of people who are in 
distress while dealing with their sexuality." 
He encourages the Orthodox world to not 
reject the "testimony of humans. The open­
ness that is so evident In the Torah has evi­
dently been lost by the advancement of 
modernity. It seems as though the Orthodox 
world can't respond to growth and Indepen­
dent thought, so they just shut down." He 
thinks the solution is to "listen to the people, 
because when you don't listen, you lose 
authority over them." 
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Tenn is  Team Continues to 
Impress w ith Seven W ins 
BY COMMENTATOR STAFF 

In the past, the Yeshiva University tennis 
team has been used to winning, as the last 
four seasons' tennis teams have not lost a 
match. Unfortunately, all good things must 
come to an end. For the first time in five 
years, YU's tennis Macs suffered the anguish 
of losing- three times 

The top four ranked players on the unde­
feated teams of former years were no longer 
on the team this year. Additionally, this year's 
team was filled with a whopping seven first­
year players. The team was no longer able to 
keep the streak alive. 

Most teams would be proud to boast a 7-
3 record, but for the tennis Macs, that is just 
not acceptable. Shai Samet, one of the team's 
stars during its undefeated streak,expressed 
his "disbelief" when he heard of the first loss, 
and said that he was unable to sleep that' 
night. One former player recently remarked, 
"It was understood. We were going to win. 
Losing was not an option." 

Is all hope lost? Can the tennis team 
recover? Many say yes. While 7-3 Is definite­
ly not as impressive as the traditional 10-0, 
the team's accomplishments this year should 
not be overlooked. The team's co-captains, 
Steve Langer and Jeff Taub, fared extremely 
weli in the number one and three slots, 
despite having played the five and six slots 

last year. The number two position was filled 
in by Micha Porat, who surprised everybody 
with his emergence as a. dominant player, 
losing only two singles matches. 

Ari Ellenberg and Adam Cohen, two first 
year players, have steadily improved this sea­
son in the fourth and fifth positions. Other 
team members this year included Yonatan 
Bendheim, Joseph Weilgus, Adam Aftergut, 
Jonathan Kestenbaum, Edo Jacobawitz, Eric 
Taub, Jon Laoui, and Dorian Levy. Though 
most of these players did not see much com­
petition this year, their steady improvement 
was noteworthy. In fact, in the last match of 
the season, against Bard College, Levy and 
Eric Taub dominated their opponents in the 
fifth and sixth slots respectively. Coach John 
Bandier was extremely pleased, remarking 
after the match,"Dorian, you're going to play 
next year!# 

While a 7-3 season may seem bleak in 
light of the successes of previous seasons, YU 
tennis fans should not despair. This season 
indicated that much can be expected from 
next year's team. While the team will lose its 
leader, Steve Langer, as well as Bendheim, 
and Weilgus to graduation this year, nine 
players will be returning next year, with five 
of them coming back the year after. This 
promises to keep the flame of YU tennis 
burning strongly, and hopefully allowing 
Samet to sleep soundly once again. 

VARSITY 
AWARDS 
1998-1999 

The Commentator would like to congratu· 
late all our varsity athletes for representing 
our school in competition with honor and 
dignity this academic year. We would like to 
recognize the following s tandouts upon 
receipt of their respective awards. 

COACH'S AWARD 
BASKETBALL 

David Neiss, 
Beth Wolfson, 
Bl ima Sasson 

CROSS COUNTRY 
Joseph Zirnba l i st 

FENCING, ( EPEE) 
Hadar Weiss, 
Yedida Goldman 

FENCING ! FOILl 
L i sa Kaplan 

FENCING (SABER) 
Avraha,n Goldberg 

GOLF -
Av, Karesh 

TENNIS · 
Steve Langer, 
Heidi Baker 

VOL LEYBALL -
Ruslan K imyagarc,v 

WRESTL ING -
Avi Golden 

NORMAN PALEFSKI 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

I The most outstand ing 
Senior Male Scholar-Athletei 

MARC N ADRITCH 

EMILLE OFFENBACHER 
MEMORIAL AWARD 

(The most outstanding 
Senior Male Athlete) 

RUSLAN KIMYAGAROV 

SCW/SSSB ATHLETIC AWARD 
(the most outstanding 
Senior Female Athlete) 
STEPHANIE TURETSKY 

THE BERNARD "RED" 
SARACHEK AWARD 

(excellence in basketball) 
MARC NADRITCH 

THE ARTHUR D. TAUBER AWARD 
(exellence in fencing) 

STEVE MELLNER 

THE HENRY WITTENBERG AWARD 
(exellence in  wrestl ing )  

ARYEH SHILOH 

THE ECAC MERIT AWARD 
(most outstanding 

graduating scholar athlete) 
SHIRA HECHT 

(AMlPU§ ]B3UlllE1rUN ]B30AlRlD) 
WORK THIS SUMMER IN THE DEAN'S the Office of Student Services, students of ALL MAJORS to tutor at requires 45 minnutes once or twice 
OFFICE-Interested in Working this Coordinated by the Office of stu- the writing center. Salaries begin at every two weeks, For more info, or 
Summer as a Work Study in the dent life. $7.50/hr. For more information, to volunteer contact yitz at 
Dean's Office? Great Pay!!! Great please Dr. Lauren Rtzgerald or ymotzen@ymail.yu.edu. 
Experience!!! Whistle while you Anyone interested in liquidating Steven Torres at the writing center, 
work ..... See Phoebe, Furst Hall, their position in the Max second floor, Furst Hall ASAP. Interested in a summer internship? 

Room 101 Call: 960-5214 Investment Club, Send an email Worried about a career? Need more 
with your name, phone number 6:45 MINYAN-Are you a working information? Pick up your copy of 

Shavuot 99-Don't Miss it!!! Come and dorm address to: folk? Do you want to put in an extra the Professional Portfolio. Copies 
spend a meaningful shawot in maxdub@hotmail.com seder in the morning? Planning on can be found in the lobby of Furst 
Yeshiva with our distinguished pulling an all -nighter for that Hall, Morgenstern dorm and Seifer 
Rabbeim: Rav Yosef Blau, Rav If you are interested in working on paper? (Maybe you just want to Hall, room 417. Office of placement 

Yitzchak Cohrn, Rav Baruch Simon, the Medical Journal for the 1 999- avoid the lines in grandma's or time and career services Seifer 415,417 & 
Rav Hershel Reichman Rav Hershel 200 academic year, please contact out.) Join us for the Daily Minyan at 419. 
Shachter, Rav Zvi Sobolofsky, Rav Daniel Greenspan at the crack of dawn-6:45AM, Monday 
Michael Rosensweig, Rav Bernard yupremed@yahoo.com. Contact through Thursday in the Morg The Campus Bulletin Board and the 

Rosensweig. Date:.May 21-22, ASAP as topics will be assigned Basement. Membership is FREE! Student Awareness Committee of 
Yeshiva University. Cost: Only $10 for before the summer break. The Commentator, wish everyone 
both days. Brought to you by the The YU Torah Tape Library neeeds Hatz/ocha on finals and a great 
Shabbat Committee, Sponsored by YU Witing Center seeking qualified volunteers to stay open! It only summer! 
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Danishefsky, Zucker Elected 
Professors of Year 

BY MIKE ZAIDEL Dr. Zucker, a professor in the Political 
Science department , shares this year's 

On May 29th, while Student Council · award. Dr. Zucker was deeply gratified to 
hopefuls campaigned for their positions receive the award and felt that "it is among 

·•
· 

:....,!tPyiqep games, candy, and bourekas, a dif- the experiences at Yeshiva that will be unfor­
fere�t election .'v\las . underway. The candi- gettable to me." 
dates for this ballotdid notcampaign; they Unfortunately, Dr. Zucker has been 

EFFORTS FOR 
STUDEJVlSPEAKER 

8ENIED 

'were . unaware that th'i:Wwer�•'eve,n :in.con- denied tenure at Yeshiva College, but found 
, . tent!?nforany position. About eighty gf�dT\ it "heartening that students of such quality 
; \ •�atfng sei'lip�s cast'their votes on that day for'

· ·· r�sppnqe� to me in this way." Dr. Zucker also 
.:Professor ofJhe Yeat? . > ·. . • 

. 
. + .•• · 

. . ·. · . . · .. ·. ernph�sizetjJb� iva University students 
;: ; ·  Yeshiva·/ .u�iv�r�itY's . •  r �aJ:lvassihg . gossess a "great . . .-5��.rI!r·II and saw 
' '1committee . he�d�� this Ellection •�tid;,after.\ !heir YP!iQ2 him as Professor;oftfi�;Year "not 

severaf' irieetings , with. administf�t&r�•: ·�,;r {simp!Y rebelliousn�.�o�,�ut a true}�5t of con-
BY Doyio MENCHEL . . a<;Cll(ding to Barper;VThere was t�I�. ,pf, >�,�cyon format Wa's determined;-i✓JGdah )victi.cSn''. �b;.!1 questioneg;,on hi�;��flections. bringing.

·.
•in Joe .Torre or M . .iYpf?�qgotpfi • ' 'tfu'fh'� C a }IJlerpber of ttie •<can�.issing/.·' ab?ut �r(l

f
is�itutiQUJ,�ffdenies��ijnure to a 

. At the :unive��ity's upcom(ng ' c:�rn- . Gililia�i, which evl:!I') rE!s9!tedil1ftentative Com�itt:e; feit'.itfial .Pr?fessor of t�e"5'ear:: pr9fE!s·sori,th�t!s obviot�ly1of hiij�: regarded . 
mencemer\t. exetcise, Rabbi Dr/ No�m�n plan� fdr§iuliai,iitb· speak. However, those was a distinction'' ih�ifsHould;;bi'thosen tO.:[::s,fudetjts 'D') cker reffaine�I.from com-
Lamm, President ind Rosh Ha Yeshivtbfvu were ev�ntu�li'y n.ixed for an unknown rea- "through complete �f,lJd�,pt 'iia'd9!Ji'riv�!;y�,tH ···· men'tln�tf . ,, . �jij} is slated tb ,deuJ�r .the Jeyhotefaddr�s�J sor

i
. No further?tffdrt was made to find ment''. For this reasqp anr student had tl1e �; . eshiya . 0 ege stud,pts ytij� have had 

The ceremony, mar.kirig' the 9[�duatio�W>f another speaker ��pmCbutside. . ability to nominate_t[�n�;{professor simply :;;} UC�fr ��.,;a teacher h,f pe .t��phis award 
over 2,200\'4'ridergraduate and° g�adu�(� Barb�r e�.�t����d thE! g��spectrve o� a through a sug2�:�llgti: Aft.;f;�!! nominations �\II ha�� •��act on f d�1 . at ors. Ben 
students, wilf �ke place on May 26· at Tl:i� graduating -y· �E!Jll9f .: i,yoeQ> he sard , were collect�vo�mg Jr�nz, �¥ , .... ,lR!JN.e .�em o voted for 
Theatre- at M�disori Square Garden. Th}.� "Graduati9r·''iftneri!"for the }!��,�0Qf�s;;!l;�Tf:.'.iJ'.i:illl?rofessof�ien�;th Dams ,, and Ross iigr. zu,rk opes1�tJzu distinction 
year 's gra�u��gn is !�e . fifti�}� �,��i��rsar�i,, our day, aftE!,,7w.e' .vedlnishef four years of Zucker garne�'f"'tfie¾'mosttv�J�i and both J\}Qwill �;et . ulty to r;cgnsi eir decision 
of Lamm s c°'m,�en\eTent; �t '1'.�1fh h�'.;:. college. ThE!i:f chool should

;;
f ut s_omeone received the �pnor of Profes�gr of the Year. !;Jo d�r,� ,.hrm tenure. tf . spoke, represert1ng hts dass a� val�d 15ton- :}: up there whc:wepresents usc,and .. urr'j$ would not disclose the spe- e> vy�1I u f h 

an. \�;l r /: ' "i 0, . ;;jleast provide[$,omeone who\,I� u ,,, clfl r of votes candidalis re�eived he feec(ba ifess 
lamm's add\J�s is �xpe�ted _to di�luss ;Iilrterest to gr!duates and g�)stt1i ;i, b . . a,1 , a�!pr. Danishefsk)(Jnd Dr. Zu�k . �d1inistrative 

. 
dee �j,ns, 

the �tate of bottj;:"' .. 
1".
·
,.i
e 
.. , .
. 
:' .. 
shiv'·. 

U
. 

mvers1t

.
·
y 
. . 

a
· . 

n
.·· .•.
d

l�.·
.: 
... 
e 

\f
•.
'·;•o·
·•i••· ... 

n

. · 
tends th

�'.'.t·•.• ... ·
tudents can 

�;
e

.
·
.·.·.·. 
ar

· ·.t
h
·• .. 

e
. • .. ·
r
•••··
u
·•
n
•·
·
···• .• .•... 

-
.. ••· · ·· . .r•.·.

e 
. . 
c 
.. · 

eived
···.•. 

t
. h

e (.�.•.· 
xact sam

. 
e am

p·:·;·� .. -.• 
nt of votes

� 
P
�·.·?·J

e 
. .. 
s 
.. ··
··
sor o

· .. ··.
f
·•·•• ·• ·

t
····.

h
· · 
e 

�
ea

.·J 
aw 

Jewish commun�;�t l�rge, as we �pproa�h �fpity presrd,pt �peak seve��I .l\r'�f; ��l
:tt 

i'.f•fr i!,Q)Sh,�fsky, a professqhin the Biolo. d\�at,,to ���rt in�llen 
the close of the ent1eth c.fnt�?'· Larnip y,�r, and gra�JJat1on should:ih me1r ct� "i'nt('saw the awatd as •a gr C::PllJ!Tlift�• s�s �tie P 

s a strong can- . 
The Canvassing 

ssor of the Year 
will confer the g 

. . 
·· _ates\�-i�!�ni1}! as�!.i�1 

th,lij�fresh �nf\unusual. . It i�'. <Lfi:�Ji9r . �J sjJessed that th�ffost impo · fvaf�.�tl�'1Jt,hat . a� five honorary  vt,�ra! ;��,r���•to ln�•-t ��[ber �1� gpt want to _m'&1 _t �he _ .. .  considerati<fp _ for a teachetfs his stu 4auitude. s,qcf ool 
viduals who hav�i�?�stmi� 1shes them- 't;:wh<it,),adr�umsttation for the tuthontanan .  · •. : ./oplnion';,�rij that . this a���a, in a s_ assume� that iP..eop 
selves. t/J : . " . . 

,�tan�lifh1ch has been tak�n. {h;e Student . •the only fer.tback.of stu ts' opin have a_n ax toi�rin 
However, the d��1�1,oi:i ��r Lamm_ t�

;;
;; �frvrc�19!fice ;iB@en:s�ppd�t!,

%
�!.!�h,e · 

tfs1{,:,omstS:jQ . ect•��.:;��ut a 
speak was replete w1th;�9.ntro��rsy. Y.�:�,s·,,, st""dent\';jpte

:c
,;. . · ts, he sard, the re•tfle·ont . iri lasi: year's at"t�!� _ye 

niors vote, it is 
raduating do not 
their vote is a true 

essor's ability. Many 
rofessor of the Year 

not had a valedictory ��ijfess'ff<>!;l)\i''s�- de�rtrhe· ·  th\ �- . as being 'IIJet 
dent since around. 19ao;·����rdin� 'to Dea"' t�t stu ts. ,..t� D \ff osen of the �Ynio 

f llbw much influence 
ly prQduces. 

of Student Services Dr. Efr,��t:! Null):laQ,;,�,Q �bl lc;: 
H

e ns of�fe ;;,nd Dr. Efrem 
1. c: recently the issue has bec9�� a \�.!�dent Nulman\of ; ,�

1
�nt $���!�J;!s declined_ to tea es 

:!��1:h.�r:;�;�:�::�:�i:� �:�i��,::t::·';:i;fu�;� �--�·-f '> � �(i!J · pUs . ·. . . . . .· . .  ·. , 
ties do. The Commentator printed�Q .. �dit0; '(,,;;'fdsef Blum, thJ�ks''

.
ft_�,

;,, 
stu�e,i�s sfjpulcf . i

v 
CO

M d5urse/Sehior Elan Weinreb who took the 
rial ear lier this year advocating thit,i.pter� ::,: have a repres�.pt��ive 'sl?!!,�k fptt;\b,�g.haQ�_,,,.;(!lummcei:,, ,,"' .. •�1).i ,:.JY ,,, , ./Kap · burse in theJall of 1998, and will be 
est, but to no avail. · . · 'I\'.)L ' 1�ddress the ::gJ,ass airgradu!tJ.�n, he claims Th;; ;�;d; ear notes-ttiira on of a atten ng law school next y�ar said, "There 

According to outgoing YCSC presi��:llf t'�l.�ee bot�iJ>erspe,S�l��s. lll<tfi!�� the vale- Ka Ian L · t ool ,A'dmission;"'fe .. · 
. 
SAT) �eri{three trains to take down to the center, 

Dror Barber, there has ?een a year-lo��:r -�ictwian
,,

����!�xspeak;'qit. 1 do�J;!�e how u:r
aryf'(

ter e x,l�tx� Univ�rsity · P9,ll�ck , ,�Jr'ip sometimes taking an hour and a half 
effort orchestra�ed for this cause. T�e push,}!,;!� c�u�t·be pul led off g

•
��n tirtJ�rt�?n- Libr�r,y.'.>The aqdltiori"8t;)�e library ha.�foadlj!iiJbne way.'! He remarked that things would 

for �ha�ge w_as induce� by last ye,ar s grad- \:;�.��mts- �.nd .�he amount of sc�,ools •b.�!�:� . ,�tg'�ing f9rlthe LSATs\-.til� Kap\�fi ml\£�}' have been so much ���i�rJ he_�a� �ccess to 
uat1on , In which the mam speaker_s addr�ss '�Br�se�te�. Blum sugg��,ad a •.. ��parat�!i�{!t�asier onJYU<�udents enrollei:i_;ih the . 'Jo� the library on campus: ''l'am very happy for 
consisted of his doctoral  the SIS, which gra���I'.on fo_r. t��:.,�rde{�raduates,\�part '"

·
' grarrii"With th�i!t�sources a��ifable tly the current students, and a little bit jealous." 

many found far too lengthy and unengag- from,tn�i�.raduatschogt1commencemeQ&\ 401t�arrlP,M�i.tf!l�!li'.!gf the �Judents,,,,,H· 0 took he added. . ing. Unfor��g�tely, 1t dCles not seem that -
.
. J�e Kapiari[fofffse'h'{'thfpast 1'1fl,f�)tlle great Per student reque.s.t, andw1th the help of 

After a meeting of a  focus group from all . wha� �lum ���,ted Is )he reason for t�e 2Rpveniend(; �he ��plan IJl?rirY offers as Rabbi Michael Hecht; Associate Dean and 
the col leges, all representatives were in admm1stratlop.�i

�
�stmacy: The fc£�s opRosed to thi.bassles t��fatley had to deal Yeshiva College pre:-law advisor, Kaplan has 

favor of an undergraduate speaker. group fro� the _; �,rfferent s�hools hil9,, with in earlier,years. , .. ;;t;.;)< conceded to create a Kaplan LSAT Library 
However the Office of Ceremonial · a lready devised .a pl�� t� rot.ate sXf,, �tem[;;,,. , .,;Due,tcfthe faf.t\t,��fthere are only two directly on the YU campus on the se�o�d 
Occasions responded from the board of Col lege, an� SSS_B valed.•t,}gr��ns by,y��r. · , q!!)er" i<aplai\.�AT1fibrary locations in the floor of the PollackU�rary. �ince th� maJonty 
trustees and president that there was no Representatives m the focu,� .•wgup fro� •< ;l:hy, it was/nhf unusual for YU students of the work for the. course 1s done mdepen-
way a student w. _ould be allowed to speak. YU's graduate schools recalled that .. 

·
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.. . t . . th. ·.e. 1r .,...

·
•
. ·1<•

.
:,t
· 
·h·
· ·· t t I d f • • i • 1p,,,,, , . .

·
· . n e course o rave upwar s o  an The reason given, according to Barber, was undergraduate graduations, the ad�Ie.�t,, • .  1 0· obtain the materials needed for the · continued on page 17  that the administration "did not know what was given by an undergradua� valedicto• .jt•■···•· '-----------------------------• the student would say, and there was a pos- rian, and they concurred with implement-

sibility that students would misbehave or ing that practice here. 
not represent the institution well." Many students feel that the upper 

Barber was n:iiffed by this response, say- administration has thwarted student 

ing, "It's a little hypocritical and upsetting efforts for something of meaning to them. 
for Dr. Lamm to think he was fit enough to Though a change could not be made for 
speak as valedictorian , but today's gradu- this year, many are stil l  satisfied that at 

ates are not.'' least with Dr. Lamm, there is a dlstin -
The next plan students initiated was to guished speaker for graduation . When 

at least have a renowned speaker from out- asked about coming years, Barber showed 

side of the university who would be inter- hope, saying, "I have faith in the Office of 
esting to the students and public. This a lso Student Service that they are working hard 
is common practice at many universities, on our behalf to make a change. ' ' 
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