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Pass—No Credit

By LINDA STERN

If you have already planned
your schedule for: next semester
there is still time to redo it in
the light of an opporturifty which
will be available to students in the
coming spring and fall semesters:
to take pass — no credit courses.
One course may be chosen each
semester under the conditions that
a grade secured from D to A will
be recorded as P (Passing). The
only penalty entailed will be a
loss of credit for this course,

\ Restrictions

This system presents an excel-
lent opportunity to girls on lower
religious studies levels who would
like to broaden their elective
choices. In the religious studies
division a pass — no credit course
must be chosen in a level more
advanced than the student’'s pres-
ent one.

Students first must complete de-
gree requirements in specific de-
partments before they can choose
a pass — no credit ‘course in that
area. For example, if a student
wants to take an art course un-
der this system, she must first
have finished her minimum art
requirement. Then she can choose
any other art course as pass — no
credit.

1If a student has completed the
required number of credits in her
major she is permitted to take an
added course in this department
with the pass — no credit classifi-
cation. However, in this case, pass-
ing means a minimum grade of C.

This rule has been instituted to
avoid any difficulty in regard to
graduate school applications.

This opportunity is hoped to de~
crease pressure for grades. Under
these circumstances a cautious
student may venture to take elec-
tives of greater challenge. An ob-
jective of the program is to create
greater diversity in background
and higher intellectual scope in
the course per se.

Following the trial period of the
two '69 semesters the program will
be evaluated by the faculty.

Professors will be informed
which students<are taking the
courses on a pass-no credit basis.
Mrs. Sardy disagreed, comment-
ing: “The anonymity of the stu-
dent should be preserved as is the
status of a student on probation so
that the instructor should not ex-
pect more or less of a particular
student in relation to the rest of
the class.” Dr. Havatzelet com-
mented, “Girls should feel that
they can try any course, and
therefore I am definitely in favor
of the pass -— no credit system.”
Dr. Greenstein said, “In general
I'm in favor of experimentation. It
is a good thing that Stern College
is willing to respond to students’
requests. 1f students «do- broaden
out and take courses in areas they
would not have taken, then this
will be of benefit/

The original resolution was
drawn up by the Student-Faculty
Committee on Curricular Aca-
demic Affairs.

Dean Talks On RS
Mirsky Acting Chairman; Head Sought

By SHOSHANA BACON

Dean Mirsky recently spoke to
the students of Stern College at a
forum sponsored by the Student
Council on the problem of the
students’ dissatisfaction with the
quality and scope of the courses
offered in the Jewish Studies De-
partment.

In introducing the Dean, Mrs.
Beverly Koval, president of the
Student Council, stated that the
purpose of this forum was to help
bridge the gap of communication
between the administration and the
students. She then presented five
aspects of the problem (as sug-
gested by various students). These
include the fact that the A and B
levels are often combined, so that

instructor finds a difficulty in

ing the course to any one
level; and the problem with place~
ment, in that a girl who may have
little knowledge of the Hebrew
language is placed on the A or B
level, though her knowledge of re-
ligious studies in general may be
equal to a higher level

Another aspect 1s/the problem of
sequence, Manyﬂudents feel that
there is a lack of continuity be-
tween -the Jewish -Studies -courses.
Also, Mrs. Koval voiced the wishes
of students, mainly seniors, who
would like to see such relevant
courses instituted as Jewish Phi-
losophy and Modern Halachic
Problems. The final point made to
the Dean was that these problems

BAR ILAN RECOMMENDED

By JUDY GELLER

On Wednesday, December 11,
two representatives of Bar-Ilan
University presented Stern stu-
dents with an informative ses-
sion about school life at Bar Ilan
University. Mr. Howard Katz, a
member of the New York office
of Bar Ilan University, said that
the purpose of the meeting was to
introduce students to Bar Ilan and
to entertain their questions. Mr.
Katz then introduced Mr. M.
Adler, director general of Bar
Ilan University, who continued the
evening’s program,

Security Problem

Before discussing specific de-
tails, Mr. Adler made several gen~
eral remarks about Israel’s present
situation. Israel faces a major
security problem. The Jews stand
alone in confrontation with their
enemies. Mr. Adler emphasized
the need for education in order
for the Jews to remain a nation
in a sea of enemies.

However, education is not the
only solution to the problem of
100 million Arabs who surround
Isracl. Despite the many checks,
blessings, and enpouragement from
abroad, Israelis are handicapped
when facing the enemy. Mr. Adler
urged emigration to Israel and
then remarked, “There is no other
future for the young Jewish gen-
eration except in Jsrael'”

The emigrating Jewish youth
may continue their education in
Israﬁl. Although the schools of

higher education are crowded with
Israeli students, Mr. Adler em-
phasized that facilities would de-
finitely be extended to foreign
students: “We need every Jew
over there to contribute to the
Jewish people.”

Prominent Faculty

Mr. Adler then presented the
students with a general picture of
Bar Ilan. At its inception in 1956,
Bar Ilan University was a school
of 70 students and 19 instructors.
Today the university serves 4,000
students, has a faculty of 500, and
has three major branches in Ash-
kelon, Sefat and Ramat Gan.

The religious atmosphere of Bar
Ilan University is similar.to that
of Stern. Students must pursuc
their Jewish studies while at Bar
Tlan. Seventy-five per cent of the
students are observant as are 83
of the faculty.

The faculty comes from univer~
sities throughout the world, includ-
ing Oxford, Columbia, Yale, Sor-
bonne, and the Hebrew University.
In addition, 150 teachers have re-
ceived their degrees from Bar Ilan
University. Six hundred students
from 34 different countries study
at Bar Ilan. Two hundred stu-
dents represent the United States.
The campus is composed of 28
buildings, including dormitories,
restaurants, and an air-conditioned
library. B.A,, B.S., M.S, and Ph.D.
degrees are offered. Bar Ilan is
the only Israeli school chartered
by the New York Board of Re-

gents. %e

Bar Ilan, in cooperation with
the Jewish Agency and the Israeli
government, offers free tuition to
first-year students. Other scholar-
ship are offered according to in-
dividual need. Scholarship funds
are provided by Israeli taxes and
world-wide Jewish sources.

Junior Year

In answer to questions raised by
the students, Mr. Adler discussed
the program for the Junior yéar,
Students interested in the third
year at Bar Ilan are intery’ie
by a special committee. Exams
usually taken in Hebrew, but ex=~
ceptions can be made by recom-
mendation of the Committee on
Admissions.

Interviews with the New York
office determine the necessity for
attending. A three-month Ulpan,
beginning in mid-August, is offered
by the Jewish Agency at Bar Ilan
prior to the formal commencement
of school. When asked about the
possibility of being an art major,
Mr. Adler replied: “If you major
in any subject at Bar Ilan, it is
an art.”” More information and ap-
plications may be obtained at Bar
Tlan’s New York office at 641 Lex-
inglon Avenue,

Mr., Adler concluded the discus-
sion with a serious invitation: “My
dear students, the hour is a
serious and historical one, Open
your lips and ears; listen and see
what's going on in the Jewish
world. Don’t miss it!”

are existent because there is no
chairman. of the Jewish Studies
Department.

Déan Mirsky, in replying to the
students, said first of all that he
was interested to hear the student
views on the problems. Dealing
with the last point first, the Dean
stressed the fact that the Depart~
ment of Judaic Studies has been
in existence, /separate from the
Hebraic Studies Department, only
since last year.

Dean Mirsky said that his ef-
forts to find a head for the Judaic
Studies Department had not yet
met success. Though distressed to
do so he announced that he would
be acting Chairman until a per-
manent Chairman could be ap-
pointed.

Dean David Mirsky

Sephardic Seminary in Need
Committee to Raise Money

By JUDY GLUCK

Rabbi Moshe Taname, a Sephar-
dic Jew who came to the United
States to gain support and raise
funds for the Kfar Chasidim
Seminary for Girls in Israel,
greeted Stern students who at-
tended the Chanukah Sing on
December 18. Rabbi Taname
works voluntarily at the general
school designed espdcally to help
the children of recent Sephardic
immigrants. Rabbi Taname ex-
plained that though elementary
education is free of charge to all
Israelis for eight years, the four
year ‘tichon’ or high school pro-
gram requires tuition. The prob-
lem of furthering education is es-
pecially grave for Sephardic fam-~
ilies who, because they have only
recently immigrated to Israel from
underdeveloped countries, lack
technical skills and therefore have
lower. incomes than most Israelis.

Kfar Chasidim Seminary was
established four years ago to cater
to the needs of Sephardic girls
from impoverished families. It has
a four year program and offers
academic instruction as well as
vocational training. Among the
trades taught are sewing, embroi-
dery,. cooking and beauty operat-~
ing. Kfar Chasidim also includes
a summer camp. Local branches of
factories have been established as
part of the Kfar, and girls who are

The religious studies, one of
the unique features of this school,
are often the reason for a student's
attending Stern. Dean Mirsky'ex-
plained the problem. by pointing
out that, whereas other subjects
are often learned for the knowl-
edge contained in them, the stu~
dents expect inspiration for 4
meaningtul life experience as well
in their religious studies courses;
and if they don’t find this experi~
ence they are digsatistied,

To alleviate this problem, the
Dean said that he has been muet~
ing with faculty members in ordet
to gain a broader understanding
of the situation, and that he hast
also heen taking serlous steps to
find a chairman for the Jewish
Studies Department. As to fhe
problem of the A and B levels
being combined and the difference
in Hebrew and Jewish Studies
knowledge not being taken inty
account in placement, he sald that
these will be taken care of by
next year,

Furthermore, a greater amount
of flexibility in choice of religiovs
courses will be allowed. The Dedth

' mentioned also that ha 18 )
a redefinition of the

" peqUINEITEItS PO
Department of Jewish Stucies; Fis
nally, he stated that, as the “quin~
tessence” 0t the school, the Jews

. ish Studies will always be im~
proved upon, In speaking of theae
improvements Dean Mirsky . coma
cluded, “I' have every hope that
steps in the forward direction will
be taken.”

qualified work in the factofies,
The Kfar is a religious institu.
tion and Rabbi Taname empha~
sizes its importance not only as &
place of learning but also of pet
"sonality building and seif-help, It
is a powerful detevrent 1o ag-
similation. He points aut - that
teenage girls who are forced to:
work at low paying jobs ave easily
affected by detrimental inflhences.
This leads to religious, spivitisl — *
and social deterioration. JCIaE.
Chasidim provides a religicus L
mosphere and an opporfunity
a respectable future, S
Currently many applicants;
Kfar Chasidim must.
away due to lack.-of
accommodations.. Elabors
sion plans have
drawn and the

first step in the
gram cannot be ta
000 are raised. The
ment is willing to,
of that sum but
raised.

formed.  at
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SOUND FAMILIAR

Every day in a little way the validity of the Scriptures
hits home to the scholarly young women who grace the halls
of Stern College. Witness the following excerpts we gleaned
from ten years of Observer copy, all of which serve to prove
anew the words of the immortal author of Ecclesiastes, “There
is nothing new under the sun.”

—January 19, 1959 from editorial “A Pogitive Attitude”
“Lately, for instance, there has been a great deal of dis-
cussion about our school’s intellectual an dreligious atmos-
phere — discussion mainly about the deficiencies in .thxs a};-
here. These deficiencies have been especially evident in
th lack of student meetings to discuss topics of current cul-
ttural or religious interest, or just to challenge students aware-
ness of problems the modern Jew and modern American face.”

April 13, 1962 from article “Belekin TAC Confer” .

“Feature plans of the T.A.C. include distribution to all in-
coming students of a declaration of University religious prin-
ciples to be written by Dr. Belkin.” .

Dr. Belkin encouraged the T.A.C. to continue dail_y'Mm-
cha prayerts, and indicated that he and Stern’s administra-
tion would set aside time at least once a week, in all studepts'
programs, expressly for that purposel “The Halachic require-
ments. of davening and Brachot,” he declared, “fully-applies to
women as well as to men.” "

December 30, 1959 from editorial “Proper Guidance” )
“Students must apply to graduate schools in the begin-
ning of their senior year. Consequently, they should be noti-
fied of all scholarships and fellowships available to them well
before their deadlines, An organized method of geiting such
information to the student body is nécessary, for if done in
a haphazard manner, many valuable chances may be missed.”

Novetnber 11, 1965 from article “Cafeteria Moved in Plans
for Twelve-Story Edifice” .
\ “Plans are progressing for the new 12 story building that
«/ will be added to Stern. It will measure 60" x 100’ and will be
connected in the rear to our present college building by way
of the lower floors.

“Many of the present rooms in the college building will
be moved to the new one. One example is the cafeteria which
will be completely relocated, and the experimental psychology
labs which will b moved to where the cafeteria is now.

“The two lower floors of the new building will become the

—ibrary; which-witt tiremr continue-around- the back of the pres-
ent building and into our library as it now exists, thus taking
a U-shape.

“The new building will contain classrooms, faculty of-
fices, locker rooms, and gym with showers. Until it is com-
pleted some classes will be held in the new dorm.”

November 9, 1961  from article “Mux Stern Contributes Again
to Further Building Plans”

“Aly. Mas Stern, founder of Stern College, has contrib-
uted £1,000,000 toward Yeshiva University’s $25,000,000 Mid-
town Center development program.

The center will include classrooms for Stern College for
Women, and the Teachers Institute for Women, a women’s
dormitory and library, classrooms and laboratory facilities.”
November 11, 1965 from Letlers to the Editor

* “Our rabbis tell us tthat the basic purpose of all mitzvot
is to distinguish man from his counterpart — animal. If one
walks into the Stern College Cafeteria on any day during one
of the 20-minute breaks (which are actually lunch ‘hours’) and
is asked to distinguish, the task becomes a difficult one.

“Apply ing the forces of logic one reasons: Stern College
is for Women, this is Stern College, therefore these ure
women.”

November. 11, 1965 from editorial “Food Au-Go-Go”

“On the wall of our cafeteria there is a sign stating that
occupaney by more than 120 people is dangerous by law, This
ruling is adhered to only between the hours of 2:30 and 4:30
PO when the cafeteria is closed,
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Letters
to the Editor

Golngs on at Stern
To the Editor:

1 have just completed reading
the November 25 issue of the
Observer. I am most distressed.

I have heard, over the past sev-
eral years, stories about “Swhat
goes on at Stern” — the lad of
Sabbath ard other halachic ob-
servances, the attitudes of a great
deal of the girls toward religion,
and the micro-minim situation,
among others.

After reading the interview by
Miss Barbara Baras of Mr. Martin
Shulman, instruetor of psychology,
I cannot help but wonder if the
SCW administration is not encour-
aging these péblems by hiring
faculty such 4s Mr. Shulman.

Fear Justified

First I. must §uestion Mr. Shul-
man’s statement that “there seems
to be a tremendous fear of assi-
milation.” Shouldn’t there be?
With the rate of imermarriageﬁ on
college campuses as high as it is,
it is no wonder that parents send
their daughters to Stern to
escape the danger of assimilation,
Stern College is not supposed to be
like Barnard. A Stern College stu-
dent is supposed to hold dear the
values, the laws and the customs
of her heritage. To quote your ed-
itorial which appeared in the same
issue of the Observery “Stern Col-
lege should produce 'f’eligious WO-
men who are awakened to their
vital role in the Orthodox Jewish
world.”

On Jsrael

As to Mr. Shulman’s attitude on
Israel, I do hope that he is aware
that the British did not give the
Jews the red-carpet treatment in
the 1940's. If anyone was the reci-
pient of British favors; it was the
Arab. Nevertheless, with whom
should Israel ally itself? The Afri-
can Nations? Japan? or maybe
Communist China? Anyone who
has visited Israel since the Six
Day War can testify i{o the fact
that the Arab is treated better by
the Isracli Government than he
was by his own, The Arabs in
conquered ferritories now have
schools, health clinies and other
services (including jobsy which
their governments never provided.
As far as the Arab states, can one
doubt their intentions after listen-
ing to the United Nations’ ses-
sions, and hearing the Arab dele-
gates rant on about how Israel is
the aggressor, how the Arabs will
not rest until the last Isvaeli is
driven into the sea, how the Is-
raelis are murderers, and how
Palestine belongs to the Arab? 1
would be hard pressed to start
polishing fingernails. Have we not
been scratched encugh?

Anti-Semitism

It is my unprofessional opinion,
having taken only two years of
psychology, that Mr. Shulman is
suffering from an acute case of
Jewish anti-Semitism.

It ill behooves Stern College to
have a teacher such as Mr, Shul-
man influencing the SCW student
and, pray tell, how does the syl-
labus of a course in psychology
cover a range of topics from Is-
rael to Socialism? If the Stern
College student is as unchallenging
and unguestioning as Mr. Shulman
claims (and which I doubt), I am
thankful of the fact that he does
not carry a “Doctor” in front of
his name. N

And, Miss Baras, is it reaily a
pleasure to welcome him to the
Stern College faculty? I don’t think
s0.

Sincerely, N
Anne R, Sexter '58

Fayge's Forum

| The UNKNOWN
MIRSKY

By FAYGE BUTTER

Judging by the headline you would think that we’re going to say
something radical and provocative. Well, you're right. But it must be
said: In the past-three ydirs, with the administrative changeover,
Stern has sampled many educational approaches. Each dean, whether
reserved or extroverted, contributed to Stern’s development. Students
adjusted to the manner of each one. Now we must re-orient ourselves
to our third dean.

Af!justing #o Dean Mirsky has proved difficult. As a personality,
we have neyger dealt with his like. Students feel that a man steeped
in Yeshiva U. tradition would allow _the University’s plans to supersede
Stern’s. They say that his University responsibilities occupy his time
to the exclusion of Stern. People always seem to be looking for him,
but rarely find him. At the Dean’s Forum, he asked questions, ex-
pressed plans to study various situations, listened to complaints, but
told students that no immediate action was forthcoming. In answer to
student clamor for a Judaic Studies department head, he became
Acting Chairman,

In the interest of truth, it is our responsibility to apprise the stu-
dents of the considerable efforts of the “Unknown Mirsky.”

With his University connections he places us. higher on the Yeshiva
list of priorities by taking an adamant stand in Stern’s interest.

At the Dean’s Forum he announced h{i\s/mtention to probe into our
problems, rather than take emergency measures only to be revoked
later, as has ben practiced in the past. It is good to have someone who
will study problems exhaustively. He will continue to investigate all
the ramifications of proposed advances: evaluating them objectively,
careful that his biases do not prejudice his actions. Such was the case
with the pass-no credit system; although wary of rushing things, he
helped Student Council President Bev Koval present our casi and
institute the program for this semester.

Clearly he recognizes the need for emergency measures when they
are the only alternative: He split A and B Judaic Studies levels for
spring semester.

Another innovation will take effect spring semester. Dean Mirsky,
after examining the history of the stringent Jewish Studies course
specifications, has revised them so that the student now bears the
responsibility for meeting graduation requirements of {ifty-four credits
and appropriately distributing them in the following manner:

LEVEL SEMESTERS

Heb. Bib JH Js
A&B 8 2 2 5
C&D 6 4 3 4

. JS 51 must be one of the semesters of J& Hebrew, Bible and JH
courses can count toward the B.A, if the student so indicates at regis-
tration. This means that more than three crediis per term can count
toward the B.A., eliminating many scheduling problems and reducing
the credit load.

His acceptance of the-position of Acting Chairman of the JS de-
pariment should be a relief to us all. He has staked his personal,
academic and religious integrity on the quality of our Judaic Studies
department until he can appoint a permanent rtment head. He
considers it important enough to put himself\cf?f:: line for it. This
speaks of his intention to attack its numerous problems with all pos-
sible spéed.

True, we have been conditioned by previous deans to expect more
personal contact with the students. Ultimately this is neither a crucial
requirement nor the prime responsibility of the Academic Dean. Dean
Mirsky's approach is new but its proven effectiveness deserves student
consideration and support.

Debate Society
To the Editor:

I cannot agree with you more
about the importance of an active
debating team to Stern College. It
is beneficial both to the growth of
the student participants and to the
reputation and prestige of the Col-~

was prepared at that time to ex-
plain the elements of debate and
discuss selection of topies for our
future debates. No responses ‘were
received and not one interested
student appeared.

The Observer has drawn atten-
tion to an aspect of the college’s

lege in the communities, academic
and religious, in which it should
be an articulate voice. I believe,
however, that your editorial misses
the most crucial reason for this
vital activity’s relative inactivity.

To begin with the Stern Debate
Society has, in fact, debated and
has future debates already sched-
uled. (None of these events has
yet been reported in The Observer,
nor have they been inquired about
by your staff.) More important,
however, is the fact that Cyndi
Reiss, the Director of the Speech
Arts Forum, and Susan Rosenfeld,
the Chairman of the Debate So-
ciety, have called several meetings
for all interested students, regard-
less of their experience or lack of
it. Posters advertising the second
meeting of the Debate Society were
placed in school and personal let-
ters containing response blanks
were sent out to all students who
had expressed an interest in de-
bate at Freshman Orientation. 1

extra-curricular life which is not
as it should be, And it may be
that the appointment of a faculty
advisor whose sole responsibility
would be to coach the Debating
Team might help. But what is real-
ly needed is a dedicated group of
students willing to devote time
and energy to learning, working,
and participating in debate.

I concern for the future of the
Debate Society goes beyond silent
sympathy, it can be judged by the
turn-out at the next organizational
meeting of the Debate Society,
which has been scheduled for
Monday, December 30, at 6:30 P.M.
in the auditorium. Cyndi, Susan
and 1 will be there; we hope ta
see some interested students.

Sincerely,
Mrs, June B. T. Golden
Adviser, Speech Arts Forum

Ep. Nore: Before writing the ed-
itorial referred to above, the issue
{Continued on Page 7)
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From the Gallery

To Be—or How To Be

By LILA MAGNUS

Any artist who attempts to
create a work of literary or thea-
ter art must give profound con-
sideration to his audience, for
above all, he wishes to commu-
nicate his idea to them. His prob-
lem is” to succeed in engrossing
his ‘yiewer in the action to such
an éxtent that the viewer loses
all awareness of the. vehicle that
the creator has chosen to convey
his message, be it the page, the
stage or the screen. A work of
art cannot succeed if the viewer
is unable to achieve what S.T.
Coleridge called the “willing sus-
pension of disbelief.” Apparently,
getting the viewer fo suspend his
disbelief is a hit or miss affair.
The most noted artists have been
known to fail at it even after they
have enjoyed a number of suc-
cesses. John Frankenheimer failed
to do it in the screen adaptation
of Bernard Malamud’s best-selling
novel, “The Fixer.” Malamud’s
chief character is an ill-educated,
highly assimilated Russian Jew
named Yakov Bok, whose desire
in life is to go beyond the walls
of “shtetl” and make his way in
the outside world. To play the
role of Bok, Frankenheimer chose
Alan Bates, a bright young English
actor who did not for one mo-
ment get me to believe he was a
young, ill-educated Russian Jew.
All T saw before me was an actor
who had not grasped the person-
ality of the character he was por-
traying, who remained through-
out 4 “goy” trying to play an as-
similated Jew trying to be a
“goy.” —Assimilated as he was,
Malamud's Bok was of necessity
more familiar with Jewish life
than Russian life, He had an in-
bred understanding of the Jewish
manner, the Jewish thought pro-

cess. He looked at the world
through Jewish eyes because, ob-
servant or not, educated or not,
he was born and bred a Jew. That
after long years of torture and

tribulation in a Russian prison he .

came t0 an understanding of cer-

tain universal values such as the
necessity for man to be committed
“both to himself and to mankind,
is admirable, laudatory, miraculous
if you wish. But Bates never made
this journey from the particular
to the universal. He grasped the
universality in Bok the man, but
not the uniqueness of Bok the
Jew, and so remained throughout
a two-dimensional figure.
Only by following one unigue
individual as he overcomes his

Extra C umcula

by H. R. PAVLOV

Every Wednesday night, a small
group of Stern girls venture out
to Boro Park to attend classes at
the Sara Schenirer Hebrew Teach-
ers Seminary under the adminis-
tration of Rabbi Nathan Bulman.

Hashkafa and Jewish History
are given in English. Twenty to
thirty girls crowd the classroom,
listening attentively to Rabbi Bul-
man, a well-known scholar.

Ther’course of study in Jewish
attitudes includes the philosophieeé

anding of the dinim o

g . Rabbi Bulman traced the
h:storxc&)!vdevelopment of Kashrus
from the Garden of Eden to our
present era. Although men were
allowed to eat meat after the flood,
Hashem established restrictions
within the permissiveness, e.g., the
limitation of eating milk with
meat. A study of various rational-
izations of Kashrus was made by
Rabbi Bulman. The triple prohibi-
tion of eating, benefitting or cook-
ing nonkosher products was thor-
oughly discussed. N

Shabbos was studied in terms
of man’s withdrawal from creative
mastery over the forces of nature

and the recognition of G-d as the
Creator of the world. The thirty-
nine Malachos prohibited on Shab-
bos were discussed in context with
this underlying theme.

Rabbi Bulman emphasized the
responsibility of man to acknowl-
edge and establish the Yom To-
vim. He also pointed out the re-
lationship between these holidays
and the seasons of the year.

In the history class, the life of
B’nai Yisrael is traced from the
destruction of the Second Temple,
with special emphasis on the juris-
diction of the Sanhedrin.

Leaving the dormitory at seven
on Wednesday evening provides
ample time to arrive for the 8:20
class in history. The last class ends
at 10. Arrangements have been
made to take special “extendeds”
to return to the dormitory shortly
after 11 P.M.

’ﬂ;e—Seminary has both morning
and evening classes four days a
week., The registration fee is $10
and the tuition for one evening
per week is $8 a month. Addi-
tional information can be obtained
at 4814 16 Ave. or at 494-7810.

Did you know that on Monday, De-
cember 30 at 2 p.an, bids for the “ad-
dition and alteration™ of the Stern
College bundlns will be opened and

ubncl read
v y u know that Max Stern don-
ated $1 {100,000 toward aatd bullding in

Dld you know that Dean Mirsky re-
Tuesday from a l0-day stay
m Iirae]’
Dld you kmvw that in 1962 Dr. Bel-
kin write a statement of
University reuguyu- principles o be
distributed to all Jncommg Petudents?

Congratulations to Regi
Mayers 71, Art Editor of the
Obsgerver on the winning the
SCW Insignia Design Competi-
tion. Note the two decks, rep-
resenting our dual program,
and the flame of learning (YU),
important symbolic features of
her design.

particularity by using the very
tools that make him particular,
can ‘the viewer immerse himself
in the character’s struggle, identity
himself with the struggle and be-
come increasingly involved in the
plot until all disbelief is absent.
Bates is not the only one who
failed to come to terms with his
role. The only believable char-
acters are the drunk Russian of-
ficer Bok helps drag off the street
and the jailer in the prison
to .which he was confined. It is
largely due to the jailers that the
prison scenes are so effective.

I do not mean to imply that
Bates failed because he is not
Jewish. 1 do not know if such a
contention is valid. Maybe it is. 1
just don’t know. I'm not sure if
Rod Steiger is Jewish but he cer-
tainly knew that haunted Jewish
pawnbroker inside out, and the
reason “The Pawnbroker” was
such a success is not because
Steiger began and ended as The
Universal Sufferer but because he
remained a particular individual
who endured a particularly ghast-
ly suffering. Having aroused the
deep empathy of his audience to
his individual plight, he made them
realize that suffering is indeed
universal.

I left “The Fixer” with the dis-
tinct impression that due to its
inadequacies, the idea it succeeded
in conveying is a fotal distortion
of Malamud’s point. I Jeft feeling
that ultimately what the movie
has fo say is that somewhere in-
side every Jew there is a good
Christian spirit waiting to get out.

The Observer wishes to ex-
press deepest sympathy to Phyl-
lis Curchack on the loss of her
father. May she be comforted
among the mourners of Zion, ..

Smence Scope

Stern Slackening

By H. B. PAVLOV

A recent opinion poll at Slem
revealed many diverse and gon-
flicting opinions on the following
question: Do you feel that’ girls
shouid be permitted to wear slacks
to classes?

Sentiment ranged from violent
opposition to ecstatic squeals of
approval. One sophomore aptly ex-
pressed a common opinion, “Sinék’
Stern College is a Jewish $thoot
under Jewish auspices adherentito «
the Mitzvohs of the Torah, there
should be respect t@ese Jenuish
laws ang~for the school.”

Respect Rabbis

‘When asked her opinion, anlﬁther
student replied, “Pll tell yoi why
girls shouldn’t wear pants, Be-
cause it says not to in the .Shul-
chan Aruch, that’s why. I think
students should have enough re-
spect for the institution and.the
Rabbis.” She concluded by‘ﬁaymg,
“Youre here to learn about reli~
gion and not to stray from it.””

“It’s simply contrary t6:Hala-
cha,” said one Junior, “Contrary
to the Halacha of Tz'niud‘(mod-
esty) and Beged Ish {women. wear-
ing men’s clothing).” o

However, some students felt that
slacks might even be more Tzi-
nius than mini-skirts or sleeveeless
dresses. “It's ridiculous tp' come
to classes and cover your knees.
With slacks you just sit down and
don’t even worry if you e, sxttmg
properly or if the s}urt is too
short. This school isn’t very Tz'-
nius anyway.” .

Most Comfortable |

Another anonymous student ex-
plained, “I think it would be the
greatest thing for the girls — the
most comfortable . . . In the winter
it’s much warmer.”

“It would be more like a real
school,” replied an excited girl
“It would create a casual atmos-
phere.” Asked if she felt slacks
would be disrespectful to the"Rab-
bis, she responded, “I don’t care

about them — what do they have
to do with me? It I wear them Ws
my business. If more pecjle dl4 1t; -
the Rabbis would eventuslly sc-
cept it. They'd get used to #.” ;

Although many girls ult thai
this was a "pemnh
feel that it would be inawmnthh
for Stern College. One gir] said,
“It would not .be sppropriate In
the eyes of the Jewish community
at'large. It would be harder for
the school to solicit money. Also,
some girls wouldn't attend Stern
and this would discourage a reli~
gious atmoaphere in the school.”

Two freshmen felt that slacks
should definitely not be warn
while learning, They felt that it
should be acgeptable to wear slacks
during secular- classes.

“We shouldn't conform to people
and the times” emphssized one
student.

One girl was rather upeet that
students wanted to wear slacks for
comfort’s sake, “I sm.more com-
fortable in a nightgawn, but I
wouldn’t wear it to school.”

Most girls felt that no matter
what conclusion was reached, the
resulting policy should be con-
sistent for both types of classes.

Wasted Energy

Two Senfors thought it was ab-
surd to discuss the matter. “Why
don't you use “your energles to
improve the school, its curriculum
and its departments?” They also
said that they would be in-favor
of pants, and if asked would vete
for them “just fo see what the
administration would do.”

It was suggested that, “Perhaps
Rabbanim should take a Halachie
stand.”

Many felt this policy -- making
decision should remain in the
hands of the administration. “The
school should maintain a certain
policy.”

And perhaps they're right. After
all, who does wear the pants in
Yeshiva University?

A Check in Time...

Early one morning we visited
the Strang Clinic which faces the
Stern Residence Hall on Thirty-
fourthrStreet. Once inside the pal-
lid ‘building, we were shocked to
discover white-coated doctors and
nurses rushing through a maze of
laboratory-lined hallways. One of
the directors welcomed us and dis-
cussed the Clinie’s program, which
is founded on the concept that the

of disease.

Examination of patlents at the Birang Clinls permils earky,,

early detection of /disease ‘and ap-
plication of therapy can save
thousands of lives per annum.
The Clinic, also known as the
Preventive Medicine Institute, is
a non-profit organization sup-
ported by contributions of cor-
porations, individuals, and mini-
mal patients’ fees. As a current
fund-raising program, the clinie
exhibits oil-paintings and collages

=y

. “every year three

By SANDRA SOLOMON
in the waiting room “galleries.”

Strang Clinic began its career
as a cancer detection center and
later expanded its program to in-
clude the major chronic diseases:
heart, lung and kidney disorders,
glaucoma and diabetes,

The immaculate, well-equipped
laboratories are statfed by 60 ex-
perienced doctors and & large per-
sonnel of cytologists, radiologists,
nurses and. technicians, The pi~ ,
tients, who come from all over
the world, are given a rigorous 3~
hour examinstion including chest
X-ray, blood tests, tissue samples
and internal exams' aimed ' at de<
tecting the incipient stages of
chronic diseases and 4
nant stages of cancer, All e
are confidential unless the
permits the results of Rig
be released to his privals
cian. The Institute itasif
no operatibns; it is
nostic clinfc. The
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MATH

A new member of our faculty,
Rabbi David Victor, is one of the
two full-time math teachers at
Stern this year. He received his
Sernicha from Yeshiva Rabbi Sam-
son Rafsel Hirsch, his B.A. from
City College, and his Masters from
N.Y.U. He is currently working
on his doctorate at the Brooklyn
Polytechnic Institute, =

New Courses Needed

Greatly concerned with our math
department, Rabbi Victor likened
it to “A child that has great po-

Rabbl Vietor

tential for growth which should be
given the opportunity to expand.”
He stressed the need for addi-
' dvanced math courses. The

which are currently of-

coul

PROGRESSION

By REEVA LEVINE .

fered are insufficient for a math
major, according to Rabbi Victor,
and a student graduating Stern
with g B.A. in math is ill pre-
pared for graduate school. Two
additions which he recommends

- are courses in complex variables

and ljnear algebra. Rabbi Victor
feels that a sufficient number of
girls at-Stern would welcome such
innovations. However, “a lot of
red-tape” retards the initiation of
new courses at Stern.

A significant sign of the need
for an expanded math curriculum
is the large number of freshmen,
approximately 25, who plan to
major in math. This exceeds the
combined number of upper class-
men who are now math majors.

Consclentious Attitude

Rabbi Victor, who has taught at
the New York Institute of Tech-
nology, contrasted it with Stern,

* At Stern he feels a warmer~and

friendlier student-faculty rela-
tionship. The Stern student shows
more interest in’ her work. She
displays a conscientious attitude
and willingness to devote more
time to her courses. However, he
noticed that many of his students
still approach their studies with a
high school mentality. Rabbi Vic-
tor does see potential in many of
the math majors at Stern who are
“on the ball and ‘who will make
out well!”

"DUSTIN SHINES

By BARBARA BARAS

For those awaiting a stage ver-
sion of “The Graduate,” Broad-
way's “Jimmy Shine” is what you

K Although --the—names, and

seek- v
even some of the faces, have
changed, the characterizations re-
main the same.

Dustin Hoffman is again (still?)
an awkward, ill-at-ease Benjamin

~— or is it Jimmy? No matter. This

time it is he who is looking for
sex — his first time as usual. Mrs.
Robinson has become a prostitute.
She knows all the tricks but is a
little less sophisticated about it.
Our representative of the jet-set
is a “Big Man on Campus” type
called Michael Leon, played by
Charles Siebert. Michael is a com-
posite of the pscudo-sophisticates
in “The Graduate.” Author Mur-
ray Schisgal, apparently confused,
didn’t know how to round out Mr.
Leon. The result is a securely one-
dimensional character, adhering to
the theme of “The Graduate,” who
makes a with Dustin's  girl,
Elizabeth Evans, played by Susan
Sullivan, and of course their mar-
riage is unhappy, and of course
Elizabeth leaves Michael but she
is, of cour stll in love with
her husband.

Shine Comes Through

Jimmy Shine, the failure, has a
sudden, redecining change of char-
acter. BElizabeth asks him to join
Hier in running away from }}er hus-
hund 1le musters up his pride and
Fojeety In o flash of insight
Be realizes that she is using him
1o make Michuel jealous. Our hero
comes Wirouph. At the end of the
play he i furously painting away
trying to develop the dormant ar-
tist that bes within him.

Dustin Hoffman plays Benjamin
well in both “The Graduate” and
i “himmy. Shine” The play s
fortunately built wround his char-
acterization -~ that very skillful
talented performance of the gawky
Junely one. As for the rest of the
play. tunt pis. The seript s medi-

Wer

orre. conaatitg ol conaecutive
flashbacks The wcting .« on a par
with toe cespt The asie = ow

redeeming factors The tulents of

Mr, John Sebastian, of Lovin’
Speonful fame, are wisely inserted.
There are strains of the popular
“She's a Lady,” and a catchy theme.
song “The Original Jimmy Shine”
plus a few others. Two of the songs
are sung by the character Lee
Haines, played by Cleavon Little,
His acting and his singing are by
far the best of the rest of the
company,
Conventional Criticism

“Jimmy Shine” mouths some of
the conventional criticisms of this
age of unrest. There is a highly
original sketch of Frisco hippies.
Apparently no onc realized that
Haight-Ashbury is not what it was
Tast year and that the hippies, and
even the Yippies, have moved, A
better, more current, realistic ver-
sion is being shown across the
street at “Hair”

For any die-hard Dustin Hoff-
man fans, my advice is to skip
“Jimmy Shine,” and see “The
Graduate” again. Its cheaper. And
better!

AN OPINION

APATHY

By ROCHELLE MAJER

The faculty and student body
seem to be competing for the
“Stern College for Women Apathy
Award.” The contest began two
weeks ago with the Second Annual
Dramatic Society Inter-Class FVy
C iti and on Wed
night, December 18, the second
bout of the match toock place at
the annual Chanukah Sing. As
yet, it is difficult to predict which
part will emerge victorious; there
seems to be a stalemate.

Theatre of the Absurd

Wednesday night’s fiasco had.
all the appearap&s of a rehearsal.
With the exception of the forty
participants in the class competi-
tion skits, the daace-group, and
the choir, there were approximate-
ly nine people in the audience
representing the students, Only one
member of the faculty was abje
to attend the evening's program,
although several were invited.
Consequently, the customary judg-
ing of the class skits was can-
celled. It is fortunate that all the
players, dancers, and singers were
not on the stage simultaneously,
or the scene might have re-
sembled Ionesco's The Chairs.
Truly, the program can be defined
as theatre of the absurd)

Students attempt to-fustify their
failure to attend the evening’s fes-
tivities by citing numerous aca-~
demic responsibilities, but they
deserve little sympathy. Somehow,
forty girls were able to take time
off from studying for midterms,
GRE's and writing term papers
and devote precious hours to write
and renearse skits and songs. It
is a rather sad commentary on
Stern that but a handful of stu-
dents were willing to expend a
minimal effort to be entertained
with no expense to them.

Poor Faculty Response

In regard to the faculty, con-
sidering the fact that there are
very few programs during the year
that require their participation, it
is really not presumptuous to ex-
pect a decent response on their
part, They are certainly not con-
tributing to'a university atmos-
phere by limting teacher-student
relations to the curricular sphere,

It is hoped that both students
and faculty will recognize the dis-
courtesy implicit in their failure
to attend the Chanukah Sing. The
most convincing apology would be
a reversal in attitude and behavior.

day

B ‘ between 35th and 36tk St.

The Klavan

One upon a Wednesday dreary, while we pondered weak and weary,

Buckled underneath the heavy schedules that we bore,

While we nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,

As of someone gently rapping, rapping on the Council door.

«“Pis a meeting,” someone answered, to the tapping on the door—
Only this and nothing more.

Ah, how well do we remember it was in the Council chamber,
With each separate voting member slouching towards the Council floor,
Eagerly we wished adjoummem,—vainly we had sought sojournment—
From the shackles of the busjness—

Business that just seemed a bore.

Suddenly there upped a member, setting all the room atremor,
Filling us with fervor that we ne’er had felt before—
Waving madly, shouting gladly, just to have the floor,
Shouting, steamitig, nearly screaming—just to have the floor.
Said the Klavan, “Shoot, Lenore.”

-

Then onto the floor she scramble}while we members watched her
ramble,

While we watched the mousy maiden whom we all knew as Lenore,

‘Whom the Klavan called Lenore—

'Tis her name and nothing more.
“Well, you see . ..
Once upon a Sunday dreary, while I ironed, weak and weary,
Looking over all my blouses of forgotten lore,
While I sprinkled,’nearly sopping, suddenly there came a knocking—
There was someone boldly knocking, knocking at 'my chamber door.
‘Just a bird and nothing more.’
P
“Back intoc the chamber turning, as my blouses all were burning,
Soon again I heard a tapping, somewhat softer than before,
But the mystery soon was broken when I saw a rolling token,
As it fluttered, flying fiercely all across my chamber floor—
'Twas a token, nothing more.”

“So that now, when thrice the knocking my attention did imploré,
As I, turning off the iron, opened up my chamber door,
In there stepped a stately maiden of the saintly days of yore,
Sleeves three-quartered, elbows covered,

Head exposed and nothing more.”

“Weeping, sighing, I lamenting my misfortunes newly wrought,
See, while eyeing blouses lying on the chamber floor, then caught
Sights of garments hanging sleeveless, shoulders bared for all to see,
And she asked me, ‘Who belongs to all those skimpy, sleeveless
garments,
All those daring, dashing garments?”
“Those,” 1 said, “belong to me.”

“Startled by the silence broken, by the ques\‘,m)\ aptly spoken,
While upon the bed deep sinking, I betook myself to thinking,
Fancy unto fancy, thinking what this covered girl of yore
Meant by saying, ‘skimpy garments, sleeveless garments—nevermore.’
So to Council I the guestion brought—

The thought of ‘Nevermore.’”

Thus we sat engaged in guessing, but no syllable expressing,
As the issue kept on pressing, till a member to the floor
Rose contained in vim and vigor, while address'&g/(f&mcil‘s floor.
‘“Tis a problem,” said the Sternly. “Let us tackle this great chore.
Many ponder the solution

Lend an ear, dear, old Lenore.

“In our school the air grows colder, as the building grows much older;
Many Sternlies put on sweaters, sitting lightly on their shoulders.”
Thus the Sternly, speaking softly, answered briefly our Lenore,
Sighing lowly, saying slowly,

“Sleeveless blouses, nevermore.”

“Be not that our sign of parting,” bade the Klavan, then upstarting.
“Understand,” she said, “that every member entering Council's door
Shares the Sternly rights to speak up, standing on our chamber floor;
Each of you comes to Council, entering our sanctium’s door,
Has the right to voice opinion—

Has the right to tell her score.”
So the Council, never f{litting, still is sitting, always sitting
Twice a month within its chamber, anxiously awaiting pleadings,
Pleadings like the one presented by the pretty maid Lenore,

Nameless here forevermore.

And it was not too many a meeting ago when a lass named Annabel Lee
Strutted and strolled into our chambers, from her kingdom by the sea,
For she had heard the Council’s decree that to meetings you need no key,

Even for those who go back and forth each day from their kinkdoms
by the sea,

So always remember, a. did remember the young maiden Annabel Lee,
“When will close the Council’s door?” )

Quoth the Klavan, “Nevermore.”

(Ed. note — This poem was written for the Stern Chanukah party by
Elaine Feigenbaum and Edie Styler.)

LEXINGTON OPTICAL SERVICE

Prescriptions Filled — Suaglasses — Eyes Examined

LOW, LOW Student Prices on Contact Lenses
Wear Your Lenses Home the First Day
764 LEXINGTON AVENUE

Call for Appoiatment 532-0788
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THY OBSERVER

YOUTH BUREAU
LEADERSHIP
PROGRAM

As part of its efforts to insure
the constant preparation of indi-
viduals capable of teaching the
young, the Youth Bureau of Yeshi-
va University’s C ity Serv-

BE AWARE of the RARE—- A

By GOLDIE LACHER

Addiction  Services Agency?
What is it? What am 1 going to
do? Me — woﬂiing with junkies?
All these questibns raced through
my mind as I read my summer

ice Division is instituting a Youth
Leaders Institute. 'The Institute
will consist of seven lectures on
topics “designed to assist those
people planning to work in a lead-
ership capacity. The seminars will
begin on Tuesday evening, Jan-
uary 28, and will continue the fol-
lowing six Tuesdays. The topics
scheduled for discussion are: In-
troduction to Synagogue youth
work, Workshop in musical activi-
ties, workshop in group games,
workshop in arts and crafts, the
Jewish component in program-
ming, workshop in dramatics dis-
cussion methods, and as a final
meeting a practice session to in-
tegrate the skills acquired in the
previous sessions.

The importance of the program
cannot be overemphasized. Every-
one is aware of the need for quali~
fied leaders and teachers of Jew-
ish youngsters. The series will be
open to both men and women,
who can receive further informa-
tion and application from the
Youth Bureau of Yeshiva Univer-
sity.

The Editorial Board of the
Observer joins the faculty and
student body in expressing its
deep sympathy to Mr. Joseph
Friedman on the loss of his
father. “The Lord will hear thee
in the day of trouble . . . He
will send thee help from the
sanctuary. and strengthen thee
out of Zion.”

Tables Come

As of the third week in Decem-
ber a number of small circular
formica topped tables were in-
stalled in the snack bar on the
first floor of the dromitory. Each
table affords eating space for up
to three students, thus contrib-
uting to both the functionality and
comfort of the lounge. It has al-
ready become a popular place for
small groups of dormers to con-
gregaie late at night and discuss
the past day’s events.

HARITOS
(~BIBAS
of

thens. Greece
Styling'!!
"Leave that to the Greek™

formerly styla director of
Charles of the Ritz, B. Aliman’s

— I
{4 anz 689-6200
10 Park Ava.
{Between 34th and 35th St.}

ABOVE AVERAGE
SINGLES

Participate in an intriguing nation-
wide dating project for alert anhll
Singles. No computers used. For ful
information and FREE  analytfeal
questionnaire write, giving age:

Operation Mazel Tov
450 Fifth Avenus, N.Y.C. 10036

MIDTOWN TYPING
128 Madison Ave.
EDITING and TYPING
586-5066 $.55-.75/page

job from Urban Corps.

Now, as I look back in retro-
spect, working for ASA was one
of the most beautiful and reward-
ing experiences I've ever had. I
would like to share with you that
which I discovered about ASA —
what it is, its history, and its
goals,

Addiction Services Agency was
founded two years ago by Dr.
Efren Ramirez. He had already
founded a similar program in
Puerto Rico that had proved to
be very successful.

There are 2 parts to the ASA
program rehabilitation and
prevention. Rehabilitation  in-

volves getting the addicts off the
street into ireatment centers and
their finally emerging as certified
ex-addicts.

The Phoenix, ASA symbol.

Throughout the city, in all 5
boroughs, there are induction cen-
ters,. called Phoenix Centers,
manned by ex-addicts. Their job
is to get the junkies 3T the street,
confront them about their atti-
tudes, and eonvince them 1o go
for treatment. Once the addict

attitude can be changed, he can
face the world without fear of re-
turning to bis habit. His attitudes

must be chapged In order for the .

cure to be complete. There are
several Phoenix Houses through-
out the ¢lty — ofe in Coney Is-
land, two ont W. 85th St. and four
on Hart fslend. Once his stay in
the Phoenix House has been com-~
pleted, the ex-mddict then begins
the re-entry program. This is to
reacclimate him to society. From
there he goes before a certification
board. If certified, he can then
work for ASA or take any civil
service job in the city or state for
which he gualifies:

The symbel, the Pheenix, is de-
rived from the Egyptian myth of
the great bird which is said to
have destroyed itself by fire and
risen again from its own ashes. It
is what the addict, who has de-
stroyed his life by drug addiction,
is striving to do: rise from the
ashes of his defeat to once again
take his rightful place in society.
Society will accept him, for once
he has regained his dignity, he
will be society.

The second part of the program
is the Neighborhood Prevention
Program,. This was where I spent
my summer. Qur goal is to change
faulty attitudes in the wvarious
communities throughout the city
so that the people living there
will no longer allow the junkies
and pushers to infest their com-
munities,  Society very definitely
has a permissive attitude towards
drugs. This is evident merely be-
cause there are more people
smoking pot and popping pills
today than ever before. And even
though people know there are pot
parties in their building and
pushers on the street corner they
do nothing.

Qur job was to confront com-
munity mespbers with their at-
titudes — they must look at them-

wants the treatment, he must thMlveS and begin to “dig” them-

go through detoxification — kick-
ing the habit. Some do it by
themselves, others do it at Morris
Bernstein Institute. Once they are
off drugs, they go to a Phoenix
House, a 24 hour-a-day structured
environment run by ex-addicts
only. The individual enters the

lves. Most important, they mist
recognize and change their dis-
torted attitudes. The ways of
doing this are by joining either

AWARE or RARE chapters.
AWARE  (Addiction  Workers
Alerted to Rehabilitation and

Educstlon) i for everyone in the

house with no r ibilitie:

ca ity. RARE (Rehabilitation

he begins by scrubbing floors and
washing dishes. As he grows and
matures, he assumes more respon-
sibility, until he (or she) may
finally become director of a Phoe-
nix House. During the ex-addiet’s
stay there (he is called an ex-
addict because he no longer shoots
heroine) he is confronted on his
attitudes by other ex-addicts. An
addict is an addict not so much
because he shoots dope, but be-
cause he has attitudes which al-
low him to destroy himself. If his

of Addicts through Relatives and
Employers) js for only relatives
of addicts, There are over 50
chapters of these groups through-
out the city.

My job throughout the summer
was to go into neighborhoods snd
convince people to join the
AWARE groups.  Although very
rewarding, this job also proved
quite frustrating and dishearten-
ing at times,

Even the ASA employees do not
escape confrontration. Each one

GALA INTERSESSION VACATION -

TO MIAMI sanvary 23 . JANUARY 30

$209

TRIP INCLUDES
. Round Trip Jet Transportation

Accomodations at the Carribgan Hotel
2 Meals a Day
Round Trip Line Service in Miami
Complimentary Cocktails

Free Airline Bag.

Also Avaliable
HOTELS AT LOWER RATES WITHOYY BOOD

1 NIGHT CRUISE YO THE BAHAMAS

15

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL BAMEDIATELY
ALAN DE 9-5340 or see SUSAN 7A DORM

of us had to attend an encounter
(group therapy session) each
week. There we explored our at-
titudes and began to look into
ourselves and try to become “to-
gether” people. This experfence
was the most rewarding of all for
me. I realized many of my faults
and insecurities angd’ learned how
to deal with them.and to over-
come them. I feel I have grown
and matured and become a much
better person for my experience.

ASA has definitely done a great
deal lor\ﬂnny peop] mmunity

Talpiot Sing

By BELLA FARKAS

The- Talpiot Singers, a group of
singers from Stern College for
Women, welcomed Chanukah on
“Point of View,” a program broad-
cast Sunday, Dec. 15, on WOR-
TV, Channel 9. The show dealt
with Hatza'ad Harishon—its goals
and activities. The organization
was originally created to further
Negro Jewish education. Raising
money to send children to Kosher
Jewish camps, sending young
adults to kibbutzim in Israel, and
helping families to find housing in
Jewish areas so 48 to provide-
an  environment conducive to
maintenance of their Jewish iden-

Josie Kaplan, Mindy Kurland and Aviva §

people and relatives of
can now begin to deal with thefne
selves and their friends. “AdUiEW
can now deal with thetiselves st
their environment to become Pros
ductive human gs. Although
there are approx 1y 40,000°ad+
dicts, the Addiction Services Agen-
cy has made a definite tirm be<
ginning in rehabilitating them &
therd are now 1,600 addicts in the
ASA program. Eventually we hope
to have 40,000, as well as all the
pot smokers, pill poppers, and
pushers.

tity were some of uae projects,
carried out by Matza’ad Harishon,
that were discussed by the panel.
During the course_of the progeam,
the Talpiot Singers performed two
selections, “Hakotel™ and “Mgoz
Tzur,”

The leaders of the group, Miody =~
Kurland and Aviva Schiossberg,
both from Baltimore, Md., and
Josie Kaplan of Bethlehem, Pua.
have been connected with musical
endeavors for several years and
joined forces at the beginning o
the second semester last - year,
Since then they have performed
on varjous occasions !or religious
organizations.
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- GOING TO ISRAEL NEXT YEAR?

By CAROL DUCHAN

Many Stern students are con-
sidering the idea of taking their
sophomore or junior year in Is-
rael. The idea appeals to many
students, for it combines the op-
portunity of spending a year in
Israel with acquiring a full year's

- college credit. An added advantage
is that in the various study pro-
grams the student can take courses
and whole programs not offered
at Stern.

The Hebrew University of Je-
rusalem, Tel Aviv University, and
Bar Ilan University offer study
programs for American under~
graduate students which are de-
signed to deepen their Jewish
knowledge and afford them the
opportunity to attend an Israeli
university. Less well-known in-
stitutions such as Machon Gold
Teacher's Institute, Hayim Green-
berg Tegcher’s Institute and a new
program at the University of Haifa
ofter similar study programs,

At Hebrew University the year-
long academic program is divided
into a three-month Ulpan period
and an eight-month university
period. The recommended cur-
riculum depending on the student’s
academic background and interest
includes special courses in Jewish
studies as well as regular univer-

y s es. The students take ex-
aminatio in all subjects = for

\which they plan to receive col-
lege credit and transcripts are
provided. An orienlation period
and optional tours arce also in-
cluded in the program. Applicants
may request accommodations  in
the University dormitories, where
after the Ulpan period they room
with lsraeli students The estimat-

American Friends of Hebrew
University

11 East 69th Street

New York, N.Y. 10021

Tel-Aviy University

The Tel-Aviv University offers
one-year programs for freshmen,
sophomore and junior years of
college, These programs offer di-
versified and flexible courses for
which full credit is granted by
most major universities. Appli-
cants are requested to check with
the appropriate office at their
home college for guidance in
choosing the proper courses, The
school year is divided into two
sessions: a fourteen-week Ulpan
session from mid-July to late Oc-
tober, and the regular academic

year from late October to July.

The special courses for Amerjcan
students taught in English are in
the three major areas of«Mebrew
Literature and Jewish History;
Middle Kastern Studies, including
Modern Israel; and elective
courses of the student’s choice.
Students reside in the dormitories,
The cost is $1,800 a year. Included
in the fee are transportation, tui-
tion, housing, tours, and one meal
per day. Students are advised to
anticipate $50-$60 a month for
additional living expenses. For
more information write:

The Secretary for Academic

Affairs
American Friends of Tel Aviv
University, Inc.
41 East 42nd Street
New York, N.Y. 10017

Bar Ilan Universily

Bar Ilan University is the only
i ity in Israel chartered by

ed cost of the Hebrew University
program is $2,300-$2,500, which
covers tuition, transportation, res-
idence, sight-secing tours, meals,
and personal expenses for the
year. Scholarships are available.
For applications write:
Office of Academic Affairs

Americans and is operated in the
style of an American university.
It possesses a specifically religious
character and provides the stu-
dents with a religious as well as
a secular curriculum.

The courses at the University
are given within the framework

of the following four faculties:
Faculty of Jewish Studies, Fac-
ulty of Languages and Literature,
Faculty of Humanities and Social
Sciences, and Faculty of Natural
Seiences and Mathematics. There
is also a special department for
the training of teachers. Each
the two semesters in the academi
year has 14-I5. weeks of study,
not including the weeks devoted to
examinations. Courses are taught
in Hebrew and there is no special
Ulpan program. Consequently,
prospective students who are not
fluent in Hebrew are urged to
attend an Ulpan prior to entering
Bar Ilan. They are also requested
to consult the appropriate authori-
ty of their home/zllege to deter-
mine how-many credit points can
be transferred from Bar Ilan.
Since this is not a special package
program, tuition, dorﬁitory, travel
and miscellaneous costs are dealt
with separately. For more infor-
mation about the program, its cost,
and scholarship program which is'
offered, contact

Office of Admissions

Bar Ilan University

641 Lexington Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022

University of Haifa

The University of Haifa just
recently inaugurated a one-year
English Study Programm, Studies
featured are Hebrew .}anguage,
Jewish history and philosophy,
and the government, geography,
and archaeclogy of Israel. Part of
the program includes trips, study
tours, and other activities designed
to assist the integration of the
visiting student into Israeli life.
The_total program costs are $343
for tuition, and $15.00 a month for
dormitory facilities; food and liv-
ing expenses extra. Information
available from

Univ. of Haifa Foundation

477 Madison Avenue

New York, N.Y. 10022
Machon ‘Gold is a religious

OPEN DAILY

DRESSES!

You surely have heard by now of the great buys at

O FRA Fashion Discount

On Famous

BETTER DRESSES- SPORTSWEAR

and

COCKTAIL DRESSES

As your neighbor at 17 West 32nd Street (between 5th Ave.
and Broadway), we offer you an additional 10% discount as a
STERN COLLEGE girl on all your purchases.

Come and be convinced that OFRA
~ offers the best for less!

8:30 A.M. to 6:30 P.M.
OPEN SUNDAYS 10:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

TEL. 565-6579

teachers seminary in Jerusalem
which requires its graduates .to
spend at least two years in their
native country teaching Jewish
studies after they have completed
their course at the Machon. The
course of study is one year, on a
two-month semester basis. The
academic year of ten months -
cludes practice teaching at a reli-
gious kibbutz' with time divided
between study and work. Students
reside in the dormitory or in the
immediate vicinity of the school.
A distinct religious atmosphere
exists. Free towrs are provided.
Fees are $95 a month for tuition,
board, and lodging, with every-
thing imaginable included except
individual pocket money. Applica-
tions and information are avail-
able from Rabbi Julius at

The Jewish Agency,

515 Park Avenye

New York, N.Y. 10022

Hayim Greenberg

The Hayim Greenberg Teachers
Institute is also located in Jeru-
salem and serves the same basic
purpose as Machon Gold — the
training of Jewish educators for
the Diaspora. An Ulpan is offered
from July to September, and the
academic year is from late Sep~
tember to June. Accepted ap-
plicants receive a one-year schol-
arship covering tuition, room and
board, guided tours, and laundry,
but students are responsible for
transportation and personal ex-

~penses, Write
The Department of Education
and Culture
The Jewish Agency
515 Park Avenue
New York, N.Y. 10022
for more explicit details on the
above program. The Jewish Agen-
cy is more than willing to answer
any questions you may have about
study programs_in Israel.

The Observer takes great pleasure in wishing a hearty
Mazal Tov to Miss Jessica Wernick of the Biology depart-
ment on her engagement to Mr. Arnold Grant.

FEAST ON THE LIGHTS

Hall d what

On Thursday night, Dee. 19,

has become an annual event at Stern by blacking dut a series of win-
dows on the 34th St. side of the dormitory so as to form a giant
menorah on the front fagade of the building. At 10:00 P.M. girls poured
out of the dorm to sing and dance in celebration of the Festival of

Lights.

Open from 7:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m.

HESSION and CONNOLLY INC.

FRUITS

VEGETABLES

GROCERY

and DELICATESSEN

175 MADISON AVENUE
(at 34th Street}
MU 3-6252

27 EAST 28th STREET
MU 5-7572

We Cash Checks from Stern Students

THE HEBREW UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM
Programs for American students—1969/70
(Some and Fellowships Available) v ‘

OFFICE OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS, (Tﬁ”'mcm"
1t EAST 69 . NEW YORK,

m ‘E HEBRI NERSITV '
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{Continued from Page 2)
was thoroughly investigated. The
firgt Stern debate is reported in
the Observer. (see this page)

More Debate
To the Editor:

Re your editorial concerning the
demise of the debate team, I would
like to provide a few comments
after the fa)l. B

I was a member of the team in
my freshman and sophomore years
and then became its president in
my junior year by virtue of the
fact that I was the sole remaining
debator.

The first meeting 1 called
brought only one interested stu-
dent. Tryouts to compose an able,
experienced team were thus ren-
dered impossible. Any debates held
during the year — and we had a
few -~ were the result of my
knocking on doors the night before
the debate and soliciting the serv-
ices of a good-natured roommate,
(Carol Jambro), who was good
enough to participate.

The annual debate tournament
at Yeshiva was a fiasco for us, as
usual, with the Yeshiva team play-
ing a rather rude, unappointed joke
on our team. Frankly, I became
disgusted with the whole thing.

That initiative on the part of
the students, coupled with lack of
devoted faculty advisors, have
caused the sound of silence from
debators as an irrefutable, unde-
batable fact.

Phyllis Maza '69

AMH the Facts
To the Editor:

Having read the last issue of the
Observer, 1 noted with great in-
terest your editorial, “Sounds of
Silence,” "1 certainly agree with
your statement that debate should
play an integraf part in the school.

I also realize that one of the
functions of a newspaper on the
college level is to criticize weak
points in the school and to work
for their eventual improvement.
However, before a paper should
criticize anything, it should first
endeavor to get all the facts. This
I feel was not done prior to the
printing of this particular editorial.
Had more research been done, I
believe that the newspaper would
not have left out one of the most
basic areas of criticism — that ad-
dressed toward the student body.

No Student Interest

Without an interest from the

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

students all criticisms fall on deaf
ears, 1 feel that when proper pub-
licity is given (asnd it was) on
more than one occasion for “or-
gdnizational” meetings and all re-
sponse was nil, the fault does not
lie with the organizers but rather
with the students. Even those stu-
dents who had at the beginning
of the term expressed an interest
in debate failed to respond to in-
dividual notices placed in their
boxes.

If four girls may constitute a
team, and Stern College cannot
have a team, the deficiency ob-
viously lies in lack of interest on
the part of the girls.

Regarding sponsorship, I feel
that when a teacher offers to give
her free time at any time to aid in
any type of help which is possible,
“efficiency and effectiveness may
only be measured when there
are girls to work with. 1T am cer-
tain that any help offered in the
way of publicity in the newspaper,
students willing to actively en-
courage and sponsor a team, and
faculty members willidg to criti~
cize and help the team, would be

appreciated.

If the Observer can serve to
promote POSITIVE student inter-
est and action in Debate, then I
feel it could have bhest served
Stern College in at least one facet
of “integral” student activities.

Sincerely yours,

Cyndi Reisa "70

Director of the Speech Arts
Forum

Thank Klein
To the Editor:

Until 1 read your edition of
Novembet 25, 1968, inaugqrsting
your timely trivia tidbits, I used
to respect your paper as a respon-
sible organ of studept expression.
What 1 saw and subsequently
heard regarding B. Baruch Klein’s
free publicity for your benefit has
left me in a state of utter dis-
belief. It is one thing for you as
a Stern student not to feel grate-
ful for his choosing your causes
to support; it is one thing for you
as a member of the editorial hosrd
not to feel flattered that he chose
your eloquence to utilize in de-
fending these causes; but it is

First Stern Debate

By
The YU-Stern Debating team

discussed the problem of Negro
symposium
Sunday evening, December 8, in

anti-Semitism at a

a synagogue in the Bronx. Repre-
senting Stern were Gail Siegal and

Beth Spiegelman. They partici-
pated with two speakers and a

moderator from YU.

The program consisted of a short
speech by each member of the
followed by questions to
the speakers from the moderator
lastly,. questions._and com-

panel,

and,
ments from the audien?®.

Most popular were the questions
of what American Jews should do,
apd how serious the situation is.
All agreed that things are not
terribly dangerous now but diS-/\}fvwcomed; however,
agreed on what the future will
bring. Some said that the situation
would improve, and it should not
curtail Jewish life in the United
States. Others held that Jews have

no future in the Diaspora.

Negro anti-Semitism is a fact.
By checking the writings of some
Negro leaders, one sees that Jews
are being blamed for their prob-
lems. One example is the “Jewish
— a most popular

shopkeeper”

Freudian Popeye

¢
The holy passion of Friendship\

is of/ sg\ sweet and steady and
loya! ang} enduring a nature that
it will lash.through a whole life-
nme, if not asked to lend money.

~—Samuel Clemens

“1 will gladly pay you Tues-
day for a hamburger today.” Any-
one with a halfway normal child-
hood (there is no such thing as
normality, only a mathematical
average) will recognize the credo
of Blimpie, Popeye’s sidekick who
was never found without a ham-
burger in his hand. Is this ham-
burger tactical, sensual substitute
for mother love? Was Blimpie 2
bottle-fed baby who graduated to
thick, juicy hamburger rolls? Was
he starved for maternal affection?
Is this a clue to why in twenty
years of adult life in animation
(PUN, PUN!!) he never married.
{This might be a poipt of depar-
ture for a lengthy dissertation on
Blimpie’s close friendship with
Popeye.)

In more intellectual, enlightened
terms, the whole Popeye sequence
might be seen in psychologlcal

terms as a sublime allegory. Bluto Celnik, Stern’s
is the id. He has a mad uncon-
{rollable desire for Olive Oil. (He
should be institutionalized merely
on the basis of his choice of a
mate.) She is the fickle female.
Fager for love, she is taken in
by the first protestations of ad-
miration by a member of the op~
posite sex. Popeye is her ego. im-
peding her union with Bluto. His
presence makes the get-together
quite impractical. Blimpie is the
is the environ-
mental influence on the actions of
the characters. His constant bor-
rowing depletes the characters’
money supply, thus limiting their
opportunities for participating in
rommunity affairs (entertainment

super-ego. He

BETH SPIEGELMAN

scapegoat. By giving the slum
shopkeeper such a label, one would
suppose a Jewish ownership of at
least fifty percent while it is at
thirty~five percent. Jews are not
deserving of the blame for com-~
munity ills and are not respon-
sible for the high overhead in-
volved in running businesses in
ghetto areas which is the impos-
sibility of obtaining insurance, and
to financial loss due fo unpaid
bills, and constant thefts.

Since the Jews began to reside in
Furope, they were shunted from the
country due to the economic and
political situation of the nations.
When residents were needed, the
Jewish people were graciously

when the
other people decided they wanted
Jewish money and jobs - the

Jews were expelled.

Today, in America, the patitern
shows signs of repeating itself. A
segment of the population wants
what the Jews have. The situa-
tion is-bound to get worse with in-
creased militancy on the part of

STERN

By CAROL DUCHAN
“Every year,” relates Mr. Max
head librarian,

“someone is sure to predict that -

next year I won't be able to fit
any more books in our mini l-
brary.” However, Mr. Celnik al-
ways manages to find a little space
somewhere to add to-Stern’s out-
standing collection of books tail-
ored to fit the needs of its under-
graduate students,

How does he do it? Mr. Celnik
has a few ingenious devices for
conserving the space so desperate-
ly needed in our library. One of
them, he explained, is his main-
tenance of a backlog of books on
call in the annex. Included in the
annex collection are infrequently
used editions of economics, Lin-
guistics, and many other volumes,

centers, etc.) If they all’ worked Should a student need any of these

together and put

as a unified society.
Your friend,
(Say, can you spare g dime?)
The Newspaper

in an equal
amount of work, Blimpie would
not be without money and conse-
quently without food. Thus the
characters would not be in fi-
nancial straits and could function

books, she need only submit a call
slip at the desk and in a short
time it will be brought for her.
Mr. Celnik urges an active atti-
tude to our library, to insure meet-
ing the needs of the Stern woman.

quite another matter for you to
publicly slander your benetactor!
If you objected to hiz use of your
remarka thén the decent and civil-
ized course of reaction wouid have
been for you to have calmly dis-
cussed the action with him first
and them, had he continued to ‘go
against your wishes by continuing
to espouse your causes, then and
only then would you have been.
justified in pubucly slandering
him!

You also may
know that he is
“by the word” as
his job s not to
prose and poetry but to
situations as they exist
American Yeshiva
In this respect I

- “stem colleu OVM W"

Educational Meeting

By MARCIA PERIN

Until recently, the Education de~
partment suffered from student
apathy. However, through the ef-
forts of the education faculty, and
a group of interested students led
by Lucille Herman, the first stu-
dent-faculty education department
meeting was held on Thursday,
December 1§. Its purpose was to
revamp the department. After
reading a list of proposals, Lucllle

faculty and a senior educa~
tion major as advisora.

5. More realistic attitudes on
the part of the administra
tion towards student teaching
as creditations,

Opinions Solicited R
All the students who attended
the first meeting were impressed
by the interest shown by taeum

opened the meeting to
Suggestions included:

1. Metamorphosis of the exist-

_.ing education courses to ones

combining methods with ac-
tual teaching matter.

2. Observation and teaching
during the junior year.

3. The addition of electives such
as arts and crafts, methods,
music, and possibly even a
course in children’s ltera-
ture,

4. The development of a much
needed guidance program un-
der which each student would
be assigned a member of the

bers Dr. K
Sardy, and Mrs.. Skor. A YMhs,
tive plan was set for the next
gathering to be held on January
9. The_ details will be posted
Ramember, these are only sugges-~
tions. Please show your support ~—
come to the next meeting and
voice your opinion,

The Observer wishes to apol-
ogize to Irving Orner for mis-
{ takenly printing that he is
Photography Editor of the Mas~
mid. Mr. Orner is Photography
Editor of Hamashkif and of the
J.8.8. Journal

LIBRARY MAXIMIZED

He is eager to receive student
comments, saying, “I would like
to serve-the students, The librari-
an's basic commitmient is to l-
brary service, not library science.”
Mr. Celnik also discussed the
common criticisms voiced about
the library, among them the ob-
vious lack of space. “The li~
brary has undergone phenomenal
growth,” he explained, “especially
for an undergraduate school with
our enrollment. We must look at
the gituation fairly. When I first
came to Stern in 1857 we had only
4,000 books, and now there are

over 50,000
Some of Mr. Celnik’s roain con-
tributions to our lbrary inciude
the unique features of a broad-
based collection and the main-
tenance of open stacks, The open
stacks are“to engourage browsing
and the development of new inter-
ests among the students, for the
broad-based collection is not limit-
ed only to books required for
course offerings, “I do not penal-
ize a girl for attending Stermn by
our book collection only

‘When he made this four
years ago, there was no response,
so he assumed that the library
was adeguately meeting all needs.

to courses taught here” Mr. Cel~
nik explained. He has built for
_Stern a strong undergraduate col-

- fact, Dr, Lawrence Barwick

lege library for meeting the every~ -

day .demands of students within 3
tHétacilities available. When new' -
courses evolve, material need only
be filled in, for the basics of the
topic are already there, Combins
ing these programs with constant:
weeding of the collection through
in-depth analysis of courses,
Celnik has helped our brary
come of age. “We have g
quality library rather than &
tity. library,” Mr. (Celnlk

Library of Congress rated
brary in terms of qualii]
than most other col
. Mr. Celnik has &
for Stern women, #
would Iike the studerité
more conscious of
and to establish k
in their major sul
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~ STERN OPINIONS ON
- REGISTRATION PROBLEMS

‘The following comments were

elicited from members of the stu- .

dent body when they were asked
for their opinions about the spring
curriculum.

Roberta Burman, freshman: “I'd
like some of this semester's
courses offered in the coming
semester (psych I). I think we
should, get new teachers and the
Religious Studies division should
offer more courses.”

Cynthia Eisler, soph: There
really are no courses to take. I
don't believe it!!! I have to take
my electives in sociology and I'm
a psych major!”

Janet Lawrence, soph.: “First of
all, psych is required (or math)
for graduation and yet psych I
isn't offered this semester. Also,
the sociology department only
offers a few coursés and needs
much improvement. Basically two
different sociology classes are
taught by the same teacher. If
you take both, you have the same
teacher for two sessions in a row.

Margie Strick, soph.: “All classes
{in A/B) were changed to A or B
(in A/B division) except for the
8:35 R.S. class. This is specified
because all other R.S. classes are
at 2:20 and conflict with every-

thing else. Also, in order for many
students to take Hebrew, they have
to forfeit other required subjects.”
Joy Lewis, soph.: “The situation
is very sad. When you can’t take
your required Hebrew level be-
cause of your major and require-
ments, what is this school coming
to?" -
A senior; “There aren’t enough
electives, especially in the senior
level or in the psychology depart-
ment. Ellen Strick, senior, said:
“I'm not satisfied with courses of-
fered after 3:40 and I student
teach before that time, There's no
diversity in hours of scheduling.”
Barbara Kaplan, soph.: “Required
courses seem to center around mid-
day.” There are some content stu-
dents, though. Josie Kaplan said,
“1 can’t complain about it because

it's the exact same thing I have ~

this semester.

Rabbi Y. Zev, Registrar; 4*There
are problems with the schedule
that cannot be corrected at this
time because of the existence of
year courses, and corrections
would necessitate a major sched-
ule change.” He hoped ‘“that the
Fall '69 schedule will reflect
changes and thereby eliminate
many schedule problems.”

Interfaith Committee Meets on (ri:

By H. R. PAVLOV

“The Crisis in New York City
Education” was the topic of an in-
ter-religious conferenée on Decem-
ber 5, sponsored by the Interfaith
City-Wide Coordinating Commit~
tee against Poverty.

The conference, which brought
several hundred New York min-
isters, priests, and rabbis tqgthe
Brotherhood in Action buildling,
heard the “Reverend Powers
(speaking on behalf of the Rev. C.
Herbert Oliver, Chairman of the
Oceanhill-Brownsville Governing
Board), Mr. Albert Shanker, Pres-
ident of the United Federation of
Teachers, and Mr. John Doar,
Chairman of the Board ot Educa-
tion. All spoke on “The Crisis in
New York City Education — The
Issues as I See Them.”

No Anti-Semitism

Rev. Powers spoke specifically
on the situation_at- Ocean Hill-
Brownsville.  Concerning  anti-
Semitism he declared, “We in our
district will not permit teachers or
supervisors to say anything anti-
Semitic.” He emphasized that the
often-cited anti-Semitic leaflet was
not printed at Ocean Hill-Browns-
bill. When asked how many Jew-
ish instructors had been fired after
the first wave of dismissals, he
told the conference that he was

Schedule Altered

By DEBBIE FRUCHTER
. As a result of the student con-
frontation with Dean Mirsky on

December 10, two changes have
been instituted in the Religious
Studies (RS) program for the

spring scmester, 1969. The A and

B lovel RS courses which have

been combined until now will be
offered scparately. Also, a course
in Modern Halachic Problems, to
be taught by Rabbi Bleich, will
be offered for juniors and seniors
on the C and D levels,
Previously, students from the A
and B levels were placed in one
class, and the needs of neither
group were met, Tt is hoped that
instructors will now be able to
particularize their carriculims for

o cluss ol shares oo more o=
mon background, This separation
should also lead to a more of-
ficient orgiization of the RS de-
partment One yet unsolved probe
tem is the lack of a contitnum
the RS courses for cuch leved

Some of e material presented m
o classronm may oftén be o repeti-
tion of the RS rourse of the pievis
ous year. Porhaps the =oparidion
of the A mnd B leveks
courape the fueulty to plin o Loe-
and

il prosression an eourses
avord repetition,
The Modern Halachic Problens

reinstaded b
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“This course will be an analysis
of contemporary problems in Jew-
ish law, We will examine any topic
on which there is sufficient rele-
vant literature available for a
scholarly analysis. We will try to
arrive at the most acceptable and
logical 'pesak’ (decisicn) on the
basis of the variables examined.”

“Of course, we will not be de-
ciding final halachot in this class.
We will not be giving superficial
‘ves' or 'na’ answers to these deep
arcas of study. We will rather aim
to understand the factors involved
in reaching a decision of any kind.
Some possible examples of topics
‘Cun we reinstitute sacrifices
i our time? and ‘how exact is
the genealogy of the Cohanim.””

are

While the above improvemeoents
show an awareness of the habilities
of the Stern RS program, toere
ave muny more problems that must
be handled immediateley. For ex-
ample, students who come from
volipious nomes but have no back-
Hebrew language are
placed on the A level But girls
with neither religious nor Hebrew
backarewnds are also pliced in A
There should be a
difivrent class for cach of these
rroups Gols who are studying for
BRE (Bachelor of Religious
Fdueation)  complain that  they
naest attend, T classes at night
aud e not offered courses with-

pround® in

fevel classes,

they

Mrs. Beverly Koval

in the framework of their own
school. Other students demand a
Hebrew major at Stern; many
other colleges, especially the larger
universities, offer a Hebrew ma-
jor. Stern College should be the
first to offer, since Hebrew and
RS are Stern’s “raison d’etre.”” And
most important, the RS depart-
ment needs a head; at present no
one is in charge of it. While Dean
Mirsky’s efforts to obtain a de-
partment head have thus far been
unsuccessful, we cannot conceive
beginning the spring semester
without one. We urge him to try
every possible channel because the
growth of the RS department has
been and will be totally without
direction unless we acquire an
administrator. .

unable to reply to the question. He
reiterated, “There was no anti-
Semitism involved in the tiring of
teachers.” The problem was rather
the inability of teachers to coop-
erdte, to realize that only verbal
and not physical assaults were
made on the teachers.

Mr. Albert Shanker termed the
city’s major problem, “the massive
academic retardation” of the poor
in the ghetto, He emphasized the
need for a strong central author-
ity to be maintained simultaneous~
ly with decentralization. “While
there must be increased power on
the local level, at’ the same time
there must e increased power of
a central authority.” Mr. Shanker
agreed with the United Federation
of Teachers in its report that anti-

' Semitism was not a major issue

in this conflict. However, he ex-
plained that physical violence was
involved and was clearly evident
to anyone who watched television.
He concluded that “anti-Semitism
is a problem in i4s fullest sense”
because the local governing boards
did not condemn the literature or
the violence.

Mr. Doar presented an outline
of the problem as a “lack of mech-
anism to resolve disputes.” He

feels that what is needed is a fair
and responsible procedure agree-

Seniors sing their version of

The Israeli Dance Club opened
the festivities at the annual Chan-
ukah Sing on December 18 with a
performance featutring a menorah
formation, followed by several
dance numbers, Rabbi Bohrer in-
troduced the principal speaker of

New Lights on Chanukah

By LINDA STERN
Rabbis Schmidman and Bleich
were the featured speakers at the
Chanukah Assembly on December
18.
Personal Involvement
Rabbi Bleich explained that An-
tiochus prohibited the observance
of Shabbat, milab, and Rosh Cho-
desh. The inclusion of Rosh Cho-
desh scems obscure among these
three, but when we learn that all
Yom Tovim are dependent on the
day which Beit Din anndunces as.
Rosh Chodesh we realize its im-~
portance. Rosh Chodesh is repre~
sentative of a human act which
determines  the  performance  of
Halucha, Rabbi Bleich said that it
is this personal involvement of
the individual which  Antoichus
tried 1o abolish. He wanted reli-
gious passivity. Thus, the mitzvah
of Chanukah instructs us to light
the- menorah in public view, reaf-
firming  our active participation
in the world at large together with
the Creator.
Spiritual Survival
Rabbi Shmidman related that
aside from the mitzvah of light-
my the menorah, Chanukalb lacks
other distinet laws of behavior as
seen in connection with other holi-
davs. There is no special seudah,
no kiddush, no suspension of work

However, Rabbi Shmidman said
Chanukab is unique because of its
philosophical significance. Chanu-
kah celebrates the ftriumph of
Jewish ideology. The Greeks want-
ed to kill not the Jews, but Juda-
ism. Chanukah marks not the sur-
vival of the people, but a survival
of their spirit.
Ultimate Law

Rabbi Shmidman related that
the Greeks believed that the laws
of nature are the ultimate causes
underlying all cvenis? Judaism.
while confirming the existence of
natural laws “that theve is a

higher, supcrnatural law which
ultimately determines all occur-
rences. As an  example, Rabbi

Shmidman referred to the Chanu-
kah dreidel which is said to sym-
bolize the rationally explainable
progression of hfe, He stated that
the Grecks would explain this con-
tinuous movement as subject to
physical forees: gravity, thessharp-
ness of the point, the texture of
the table top, cte. However, the
Jew looks into life and sees “Nes
gadol hava sham.”

The Chanukah assembly also in-
cluded entertainment provided by
the Talpiot singers. Josie Kaplan,
Mindy Kurlind, and  Aviva
“Schlossborg‘ who performed o
selection of Chanukah melodics

able to most of the people in New
York. This in turn would help rid
the city of a lack of faith in ad-
ministration. officials.

A joint statement by the Rev.
Calvin Pressley, chairman .of the
committee, and Rabbi Henry Sieg-
man, Executive Vice President of
the Synagogue Council of Ameri-
ca, described the conference as “a
first effort to bridge a chasm
petween the black and Jewish
communities in New York City
that have polarized as a result of
the school crisis.”

The Interfaith City-Wide Co~
ordination ~Committee  Against
Poverty is an action organization
~rencerned with mobilizing the ef-
forts of the religious community
in the War on Poverty.

The committee represented a
worthwhile attempt to unite vari-
ous religious factions of New York ™
City from Lubavitch Chasidism to
Roman Catholic priests. Even if
specific positive results are un-
attainable at such an assembly, the
attempt alone- _reflects a certain
positive attitude toward the pos-
sibility of future endeavors. It is as
though committee members wish
to communicate the message to
each other and to the city of New
York to “Keep the faith, baby.”

the Maccabees’ Victory.

the evening, Rav Tenami of Re-
chasim, Israel. Rav Tenami is
direetor of a Yemenite girls’ school
in the Galil. After his speech, the
choir san{_a/medley of Chanukah
SONgS. i

The highlight of the evening\
was the presentation of the class

skits. The plavers celebrated
Chanukah as  kindergardeners,
third-graders, college freshmen,

and jet-setters. The juniors acted
out the story of Judah Maccabee
as five-year-olds might. The fresh-
men, as third graders, gave a more

Miracke
Style,

of Chanukah, Solonche

mature  povtraval of the  same
theme. The sophomores relived
their freshman experience while
the senjors looked to the future in
a jet-set Chanukah. Bored with
e ammny the upper cerust, Jackie
and Ari Onassis and Truman Ca-
pote and olher jet-setters take off
for some excitement with  the
Maceabees in ancient Israel.

The event was unjudged because
of the lack of faculty represen-
tatives. The sole faculty member
present was Professor Carol Sil-
ver, who acted as observer. Shelly
Schreiber chaired the event.






