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Nuﬂonul Confernce To Be Held
February 16-19
Spotlights Role Of Jewish Woman

by Ashira Rapoport
Thg rapidly expanding feminist nbservance Speakers on
consciousness of Jewish women is Glowmg Up Jewish: The Jewish
evident in the planning now un- Family”” will probably take note of
derway for the first National the truths and the myths in such
“Jewish Women's Conference, a traditional women as the Yiddishe
gathering of approximately 300 Mama, the Jewish princess, and
women from all parts of the United the balabuste, and will describe the

Student React To Faculty Cuts: Council
Establishes Negotiations Committee

by Arlene Pianko

Recen{ serious negotiations
between the Yeshiva University
admihistration and Stern College
student leaders have averted the
strike scheduled for January 2,
1973 in protest of the firing of five
faculty bers without any prior

States for the purpose of variety of lifestyles available to
examining the role of women in Jewish women.

Jewish life. The following in- Women with falent and en-
formation about the movement has thusiasm will provide original
been related by Ms. Gitelle

weekend entertainment in a
Rapoport, a member of the kumsitz on Sunday and a muiti-
planning committee.

media presentation on Saturday

The conference is sponsored by nighi. Included in the program are
the North American Jewish song, dance, photographs, and a
Students’ Network, a com- screening of the slide show “Our
munications and information North American Foremothers,” a
agency for all Jewish student historical survey of American
groups in North America. It will feminism produced by the National
{ake place Friday through Mon- Organization for Women.
day. February 16 - 19, 1973, the
Washington’s Birthday weekend,
at the McAlpin Hotel, 34th Street
near Sixth Avenue. Shabbat will be
observed and glatt kosher meals
will be provided.

An advisory board consisting of
representatives of both student
groups and women'’s organizations
is.. planning .a..program..for_.the. .
conference. and hopes that it will
appeal to participants.of all ages
and viewpoints. The planners feel
that the conference should give -
Jewish women a chance to share
common problems and ex-
periences and to establish the
relevance of the modern women'’s
movements to Judaism and Jewish
identity. Presentations on major
topics by speakers and panelists
will be followed by small group
workshops and consciousness-
vaising sessions. Other groups will
organize community projects to
function after the conference ends.

The conference will open Friday
night with women’s minyanim
conducting both traditional and
innovative tefillah services. The
first presentation will be a
historical perspective on Jewish
women, from Biblical heroines lo
twentieth century chalutzot.
Shabbat morning and afternoon
will feature two discussions. One is N .
a panel in which Ruth Adler of Los ™At the December 26 meeting of
Angeles and three other women - the Stern College Faculty
will introduce the subject of Assembly. a proposed ‘“shaped
women and halakhah. They will major" plan was approved and
discuss laws Lhat apply to women scheduled to take effect in the fall
and the problems involved in their of 1973,

Memorial Service Marks
Passing Of Harry S. Truman

establishmenl of the State of
Israel, Truman characterized
himself as a man with a mind of his
own who was not afraid to voice his
opinion in the face of over-
whelming opposition from the
American public, foreign goyern-
ments and his own Qtate I)eparl

on Sunday should be of special
interest to Stern College students.
A panel of three rabbis, including
Stern’s Rabbi Saul Berman, will
(Continued on Page 6)

Dean David Mirsky
by Tammy Fredman

The death of Harry 8. Truman
marked the passing of a sxggular
individual and a unique former
president of our country. To
commemorate this event, a
memorial service was held at
Stern College on December 28.

Mr. Larry Grossman of the”

History Department enumerated ment
.the important events thal occurred  As a true friend of the Jewish
during Truman's two terms as People. Truman proved the

existence of Chassiday Umot
lla‘olam, the righteous of other
nations. Jews, along with the
American public, will remember
Harry Truman for the great
personality he was. -

President which distinguished him
as an odtstanding leader and
human being. From his decision to
drop the bomb on Hireshima
during World War 11, to his

determination to support the

The first of the panel discussions

discussion with student
representatives.

For 24 hours before the strike
deadline, Stern College Dean
David Mirsky, University Vice-
Presidents, Dr. Israe! Miller and
Dr. Sheldon Socol, and Budget
Committee Chairman Dean
Rabinowitz met with Student
Counci! President Shirley Stark,
Vice: President” Fran' Kaplovitz,
and Observer Editor Sherry
Schenberg. They discussed the
student petition of December 27,
1972 which requested the rein-
statement of all five teachers,
student membership on the
University Budget Committee, and
student participation before

The “shaped major,” which wés
suggested by Dean Dayid Mirsky,

Some of the 250 students who volced their d!smay upon the dismissal of

the faculty members.
faculty dismissals. As a result of
Dr.

27 when news of five faculty
ls filtered down -to

this and other
Nathanial Remes has been rehired
and a student committee for the
budget and-academic affalrs has
been formed.

The issue began late December

- ''Shaped Major Plan’’ Approved By Faculty
_Individualized Program To Bégin In Fall

and intellectual training with her
sense of commitment to the

will consist of a Ity drawn
program of study shaped to fulfill a
student’s desire to achieve an
acceptable goal which is not met
by one of the traditional majors
presently offered by the college.
The *“‘shaped major’’ will be
developed by the student in con-
sultation with faculty members,
and would require full articulation
by the student of what she would
like 1o achieve. In addition, she
requires concurrence by the
facuity that her goal is both ac-
ceptable and feasible but does not
compromise the college’s liberal
arts commitment and philosophy.

The structure of the new major
will be such that along with filling
the basic requirements in general
and Jewish studies, any student
having fulfilled 24 credits of college
work may request to be given a
“shaped major.” The student's
request must be seconded by a
faculty sponsor, who will endorse
the validity of her major, This will
then be reviewed by a committee
which includes four faculty
members and three coopted
members chosen because of their
knowledge and expertise in the
fields encompassed by -the
suggested major. Although most of
the courses for the major should be
chosen from those regularly of-
fered by Stern College, in-
dependent study, special festing
programs and field experience can
be undertaken as well.

The importance of the institution
of a “shaped major’* at' Stern
College cannot be overlonked. A
program of this type will aliow a
student to pursue studies which
prepare her immediately for a
career or which are relevant to her
srowing social awareness and
involvement. It gives her the
opportunity to integrate academic

ity. In this way, students
who  ordinarily would not have
attended Stern or who would leave
after their second year can now
benefit from the college’s religious
and general studies while
specializing in such fields as
speech, physical therapy, music,
art, economics, and the like.

students  through unofficial
sources. Student Council
Executive Board members were
totd about the specific removals
only after confronting the ad-
ministration with the rumors they
had heard. As a result, an
emergency Council meeting was
scheduled for 10 p.m. that evening,

More than 200 students filled the
Qrange
the rerneval
Carole Silver, Dr. Irevie Goldring,
Mr. Joseph Freedman,-and Mr.
Avigdor Bittman and dectde about
proper student

much debate, students decided
that
plemented only as a last alter-
native. Adetanled proposal callmg
for i te serious i

was overwhelmingly pnssed The’

students voiced- deep resentment

about the lack of communication

(Continued on Page 3)

Week - Long Seminar Offers
Students A Total
Jewish Living Experience

Three hundred and thirteen high
school and college students bet-
ween the ages of 13 and 18
assembled from December 22:27 at
the Monsey Park Hotel, together
with a large rabbinic and lay ad-
visory staff. for a ‘‘week-long
experience in total Jewish living.”
The event, sponsored by the Youth
Board of Yeshiva University and
the latest in the eighteen-year
history of Teenage Torah
leadership Seminar, attracted a
record attendance of over 300
“‘Seminarians,” many of whom
were participating in a Jewish
“‘uathering” for the first time in
their lives. .

Highlights of the week's ac-
tivities ‘were a speech given by
Nellie Abcowicz, a l4-year old
Russian Jewess - who emigrated
from the Soviet Union only twe
months age: and a very moving
visit to Seminar by a group of
patients from the Hebrew Home
for the Aged. Among the various
New York area rabbis who took
part in the educational segment of
the program were Rabbis Avi
Weiss. Zevulun Charlop and
Norman Lamm

Seminar was originally con-

ceived and brought to life through
the efforts of Dr. Abraham Stern,
Yeshiva University’s current
Youth Bureau director, and others
interested in providing a taste of
the lifestyle of observant Jews to
alienated and searching Jewish
youngsters. In its present format,
it is a well-structured microcosm
of modern orthodox living. con-
centrated into an intense week-
long experience, and emphasizing
the beauties of religious ob-
servance, Jewish learning., and
communal ruach.

Semmar s lnfluehce is far-
g an

maore than 1000 students each year
through the combined attendance
at its six yearly programs—3 of
which are held at the end of August
and the remainder in late
December—at various farflung
locations. Summer Seminar takes
place simuitaneouslty at Camp
Morasha. Pa.. Vancouver.

Canada: and Camp Moshava,
Ontario, while the Winter segment
is held in Malibu, California:
Monsey. N.Y.: and Brantford.
Ontario.

{Continued on Page 7)

a strike should “ be im-.
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] apologies are in order for any *‘mistakes’ that
Council may have made this year; indeed, such
'a “'blunder” as the Jewish Arts Festival was in
essence a sincere attempt on the part of Council
to provide some degree of intellectgal
stimulation to supplement the social stimulation
at Stern College. The fact that students exhibit
blatant disinterest in such a venture reflects
upon the students’ judgement, rather than on

So Marcellus observes after the appearance of (quncip's ““failure to perceive student needs.’” In

the King's Ghost which anticipates the downfall je,ing with the firey issue of faculty cuts as

of the corrupt kingdom. Welk something is wel] Council members made exhaustive efforts
rotten in the state of Stern College....We have (, giscover the detailed facts of the ‘sifuation
observed the ominous portends—dlsxntggrat!ng before presenting all they had learn % the
departments followed by falling registration g qent body. The fact that neither students nor
followed by ..Now the Ghost of Hamlet's father (g n0il could find an immediate solution<o the
has finally appeared—four teachers lost at one problem merely shows that none of us -are
stroke. It seems that the school is about to self- i 1o workers” when no perfect solutions
destruct. . exist at all.

Such is not the hysterical conclusion of a few 'we of The Observer applaud the efforts of
naive “‘radicals” unwilling to listen to the gyjent Council and lend our support to their
financial statistics of the despairing Budget .,rrent and future endeavors. Especially

r A Firey Issve

“'Something is rotten in the state of Denmark.”

The observer
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The Shattered Looking Glass —————

Regression

f

M

Committee. It is, rather, the inevitable , ;icaworthy is Council President Shirley Stark.
culmination of a vicious cycle of deterioration. A (h we believe has displayed good judgement,
school witliout money cannot keep its teachers, yce leadership, and, above all, unquestionable
but a school without teachers cannot exist. It gegication to both the students and ideals of
canpot_expect enthusiasm among its students grery College. We extend to Miss Stark and her
nor “anticipate flood-gate enrollment. No Executive-Board a strong vote of confidence and
educational institution can demand full-time , yeyasher koach.
commiitment from part-time instructors. No .
school with inadequate departmeénts can S d Th '
produce scholars. tu y,ng e ssue
Where do Sterri College's priorities belong?
What are_we, the students, to conclude when This year, for the first time, Stern College has
unexpectedly confronted with the dismissal of instituted study days into the school academic
four teachers? Do teachers have to kowtow to calendar. However, at the Faculty Assembly
administration to keep their jobs or do they have meeting of Tuesday, December 26, the motion
to prove their excellence to their students? We for the suspension of study days for the spring !
would hope that the latter but suspect that the semester was passed, thus allowing for the
former criterion is more applicable. We do not, completion of final exams prior to the Shavuot
however, think that the administration is deaf to holiday.
ur pleas. We did, at student demand, finally ~While this suspension was a necessary one,
eceive a new building three years ago, a The Observer feels that in formulating the
beautiful structure now slowly emptying.... academic-calendar for the next year, a revision
If the Budget Committee has to get money of study days is called for. The Observer 2
from a stone, it had best start striking now. proposes that the present system of 14 School
Revamp the budget, rehire our teachers, or face weeks and three study days be replaced by one
the law of diminishing returns. We hardly think consisting of 13'2 school weeks, the remaining

it

that an ethical institution like Yeshiva three days serving as  combination study-
ivers e in any way comparable fo-¢onsiltation days during which the faculty would a
akespeare's ¥ eénmark. be available.

s system offers several advantages over

the present one. Firstly, there will not be a six-

f f’d day difference between the YU and Stern

vote on ' ence calendar, which resulted this year in a problem
concerning graduation. If the present situation

of study days remains, there will always be this

The average Stern College student little ap- Six-day discrepancy between Stern’s and YU’s
preciates mg efforts of Stugdent Council in the calendar. creating the same problem with
representation of the student body and in the graduation each year. Under the new system
organization of social and cultural events geared there will not be any difficulty in fitting the study
to service the students themselves. The student days into the calendar, as they will occur during
is all too willing to chastise elected leaders for the 14th week of school, thereby allowing the
being unreceptive Lo student needs and for using Students to receive the full three days. In ad-
their leadership unwisely. Such judgements are, dition, the resulting’ loss of either one or two
in themselves, largely unfounded and certainly class hours would hardly disrupt a teacher’s
unfair course syllabus.

The composition of Student Council during We urge the Senate and the Faculty Assembly
this, the 1972.73 academic year. is such that each'to consider this revision of study days. Certainly,
individual serving on the Council's Executive study days are far too important to be dispensed
Board is truly dedicated to the college and truly with, especially after finally having this service
interested in serving the student’s needs. Noapproved of by both bodies last spring.

Letters To The Editor
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money, which caus

e by Sherry Scheinlférg

September, 1978. The Stern College Class of 1982 is about to begin its
reshman orientation program. They sit, nervously, like kallot expecting

‘o meet their bashert, the sixty classmates awaiting the introduction to
th

eir class advisors. Mr. Abe Traub, History Department Chairman:
Irs. Sondra Krauss, Sociology Department Chairman; Miss Elizabeth

Glick. Chemistry Professor.... The other members of the teaching staff

re not {o be seen, Their full-time work at other colleges leaves them little
me to devote to Stern College needs. ...
If you shudder at the thought of the above, shudder even more, because
has become an increasing possibility. Five years from now, Stern

College may revert back to the tiny haven for the unwed Jewish
secretarial student it was rumored to have been in the past. The great

ccomplishments begun in the early ‘70s—pre-law and pre-med majors,

B.A -M.A. programs, new departments, will have dissolved due to lack of

ten professors to lose their jobs, which caused fifty
ercent of the students to transfer, which caused a raise in tuition, which
till didn’t help the financial situation.... -

Looking back on the past two frenzied weeks, I am convinced that SCW

will meet an unwelcome destiny if the current process of regression is not
immediately reversed. [ accept the fact that the recent faculty cuts were

ecessitated by a lack of funds. I truly believe the University Budget

Committee’s claim thal there are no more funds to be had. I also believe,

v tell myself to believe, that the Budget Committee does try to put Stern

into its proper perspective when compiling each annual budget. Yet, the
fact that my beliefs will be confirmed or disproven when the Student
Courcil’s accountant examines the books does little to console me.

I mus!. instead, ask myself a number of rhetorical questions which
eflect the attitudes of many Stern College students and teachers. Why

must students now suffer because of the university’s financial
mismanagement of ten and even five years ago. We did not squander
Yesh
becoming a less than high quality education. Why, when the Budget

a’s funds, and yet we pay an extremely high tuition for what is

‘ommittee notes that Stern, with almost half the enrollment of Y.C., has

an academic budget that is over eighty percent of its brother school’s, do
they neglect to mention that Stern College’s funds must pay beth religious

tudies and secular faculties, while Yeshiva College need only spend its
unds on secular teachers? This is an obvious case of statistics which lie.

Why are excellent professors dismissed and not replaced in the guise of
lo
<.

wered registration when I have more than 35 students in three of my
lasses? Why has the enrollment decreased from 648 students in 1968 to
78 today? Why do we lose close to fifty students a year in transfers

alone?

[ have come to the conclusion, perhaps erroneously, that although the

. In Protest

To the Editw

© s article watl hardly reflect
- Tfeehings and  thoughts 1
s The reasons for
twofold- 1 am  not
adequately  equipped  with such
powerful vocabulary nor would my
vensorable cumiments be fit to
pont

As vou may suspeet. the issue to
which Tam referring is that of the,
By of Ine teachers at Stern |
have only had personal contact
with one and wiit therefore deal
onhy wath thas, partieular
dividuat namely . De Cavole
Siher -

In my

are

freshman vear 1 was
tortunate  enough 1o have
repistered tor Faghsh with Dr
Sthver | pamned o great deal from
this professar 1 preceeded to take
Enghsh 2 3 and 4 with her. too
These were most definitely four of

e tavobde courses 1o which Jei

m~

others can compare. Dr. Silver is
an extremely infelligent, versatile
and interesting teacher

Although the same can be said
for other teachers in Stern, it is
vare to find such teaching ability
combimed with genuine dedication
and loyalty to hoth student and
Stern College itself Dr Silver has
wivenof herself far more than is
expected. She is always willing to
ard students with both personal and
academie problems

On the extracurricular level, 1
have the pleasure to serve with Dr
Stlver on the Senate. T use the word
‘pleasure’” hecause she s very

open-nmunded, understanding and
carmge | have spent many hours
conferrinyy with  her, airing
frustrated emoetions 1 had  felt

regiarding Senate She has always
come through as beng a source of
vomfor! and encouragement

As | have already mentioned, |
cannel bhegin to express my

feelings of horror and dismay at
the announcement of Dr. Silver's
living. T am certain that such are
the feelings of my fellow students. 1
feel it is the obligation of the
sfudents to demand the rein-
statement of Dr. Silver to Stern
College. She has certainly proven
herself indispensable”

Charyn Goldstein

We Want You

To the Editor,

In vegard to Rhona Peyser's
article about the Jewish poor in the
12-28-72 issue of The Observer, |
would like to ask her a question
Where were you and the rest of the
SCW student body when S Eily
Rosen, Executive Director of the
sAssociation of Jewish Anti-Poverty
Workers. who you guote so nicely
m vour article, spoke on the plight
of the Jewish poor in Stern on
March 15, 19727 He also asked the

(Continued on Page 7)
T

Budge! Committee seeks to balance university spending while not leaving
anyone at the bottom of the ladder, a gap exists between our values and
their values. The Committee must look at the entire university within the
perspective of undoing the fiscal mismanagement of yesteryear that left
it'in dire straits today. Although the financial picture of Yeshiva will
brighten considerably when its loans are repaid in two years, we at Stern
are witnessing the too-rapid deterioration of our college. The promise of a
rosy future does not encourage 478 angry, bitter students who do not wish
to waste even two years of their lives waiting for a better tomorrow which
may never come.

What is the solution? I wish I knew. Will a strike accomplish anything?
Is a letter drive to raise funds legal? Will a pushkah campaign on the New
York streets yield any success? These are questions Student Council
members—who have made exhaustive efforts to find answers—and
students will ponder within the next few weeks. Yet, 1 worry that there is
no answer, A student committee which will meet regularly with Dean
Mirsky will only parfially solve the communications gap—there still are
many things that the Dean will not tell us and rightly so. Nor will it bring
back such excellent leachers as Dr. Carole Silver. Studying the budget
with an accountant may prove that Stern is receiving its proper share of
university funds, but it will not stop our lowered registration. A shaped
major will be of little advantage if no students remain to utilize the
program. Out of futility, desperation, and any other adjective you care to
use. L and the Students of Stern College implore you, Yeshiva University,
totake heed of the statement from Pirket Avot, ‘‘Where there is no bread,
there is no education; if there is no education, there is no bread.”
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From The Office Of The President

Unanswered Questions

In the past four years Stern
College has faced educational
crisis after educational crisis,
culminating in the most recent
decision to cut back the number of
faculty members by three. Yet—
student leaders are told—these

-“cutbacks do not actually constitute

acrisis, nor has the overall level of
education at this college been
seriously affected by such cuts in
faculty. In fact, the administrators
tell us that the crisis is all in the
minds of the students who have
voiced too loud a protest to so
“‘minimal” a change. “It is only a
matter of three teachers in the
three strongest departments,”
continues the University rationale.

May I address a question to any
University spokesman listening?
Whal happens when each depart-
ment at Stern College has been
weakened to the point that it can no
fonger afford to lose a single
faculty member? It is the feeling of
the student body that we have
reached this point in time and that
the future of higher education at
Stern is” indeed in a precarious
state..

The University has informed
student leaders that an indirect
reason for some of the faculty cuts
is that the University is very

‘hesitant in granting tenure to any

faculty member. Yet, how is our
school to recruit and maintain top-
notch faculty if we cannot
guarantee them any job security
whatsoever? Furthermore, why
should any teacher bother to
commit himself to this University
for several years, develop a raps
port with students, involve himsell
in the decision making bodies of
the college when his ultimate fate
lies in ‘‘non-renewal of ap-
pointment” for the coming
academic year. It is a very strange
reward to grant a teacher after
three, four and five years of active
involvement on behalf of students
and the University.

Another issue which has evolved
from these faculty cuts is the
method which the administration
employs in arriving at decisions
which intimately affect the student
body. In deciding which faculty
members were o be cut, student
opinion was not even solicited.
Majors in the three departments
were not told of any’ di

change, nor were they consulted
for a student evaluation of the
faculty members within their own
departments. At the very least, the
majors in a department should be
informed as to what the fulure
direction of their own departments
will be. In fact, there should be
student representation on -all
faculty cornmittees which legislate
academic changes of vital im-
portance to the student body.
While the administration feels
that our education will be little
affected by the cutback of three
teachers, I can only violently
disagree on behalf of a raging
student body. Furthermore, the
effectiveness of student recruit-
ment for Stern College is seriously
hampered by the cut in faculty.
Fewer incoming students means
less income for the college which
will necessitate a further reduction
in faculty. The administration has

tried to convince student leaders”

that this cycle has finally ceased,
but we have remained sadly un-
convinced.

At recent meetings, student
leaders were admonished by ad-
ministration members for both
their naivete and impertinence.
My final question which expresses

By Shirley Stark

)
the sentiments of the Stern College
student body may smack of both
characteristics. What has hap-
pened to the morality and sense’of
ethies with which our University
was so nobly created? Has it too
been lost in the financial crisis of
recent years? Many students and
teachers would be compelled to
rveply affirmatively.

An Open Letler to the St
Administration:

We, the...students of the
English Department, do hereby
vociferously protest the
unethical dismissal of Dr.
Carole Silver. We feel that our
loss and the loss sustained by
the department in her leaving is
irreparable.

While the English Depart-
ment is presently noted to be a
strong one, without an expert in
Nineteenth Century-Victori-
anism it cannot succeed. Dr.
Silver is our only expert in this
| field. Not only is she an ex-
[ cellent teacher with an unusual
ability to communicate her
ideas. but she is also an active
participant in student-faculty
affairs. We therefore demand

Collegiates Volunteer To
Aid Lower East Side Poor

by Barbara Reichlin

Three months age in November,
an organization, the Lower-Easl
Side Anti-Poverty Program, was
born. This organization performs
nonsocial and social work. The
members of the Lower East Side
Anti-Poverty Program devote two
to five hours a week helping poor
elderly Jews located in this area.
These volunteers do such deeds as
shop for groceries, fill out forms
for Medicare, stand in line to get
prescriptions filled, and the like.

The anti-poverty program
operates in conjunction with the
mobile crisis unit, JFS, and
JASA Right now, its main
concern is locating the elderly. It
calls or visits the grocery stores in
an attempt to find isolated elderly
folk. In addition to shopping or

the tremendous number of people
who _need  assistance, the
organization is forced to refer poor
Jews who arg not old to JFS.

The Lower East Side Anti-
Poverty Program plans to expand
out into the tenement houses in the
area. One woman manager who
runs a tenement
living there. Plans have been
formulated to advertise this
program on various college
campuses next semester and enlist
student aid. There-are also plans to
sel up a “meals on wheels”
program, in other words to get food
to people who lack money and are
literally starving.

In order for the Lower East Side

getting prescriptions filled, these
volunteers simply go and visit
these people. They may merely
talk with them, or they may learn
chumash together in an attempt to
stimulate these people’s minds and
alleviate their depressions and
fears.

Because it lacks sufficient
marnpower, the Lower East Side
Anti-Poverty Program is now
mainly concerned with
establishing contacts and
familiarizing itself with the neigh-
borhood. Furthermore, because of

Speak Out

Liberalizing Women'’s Ed

How many times have we heard
that in Orthodox Judaism there
was “women’s lib” long before it
became necessary in the rest of the
world? Of course, such a remark is’
usually prefaced or followed by the
reminder that a woman’s role,
though equal to, necessarily differs
from that of a man.

What is the ““tafkid” of a Jewish
woman? Traditionally, we are
taught that the woman has full
responsibility for the home and for
the upbringing of the children.
Such a Jewish woman must know a
great deal more than the fun-
damentals. of her way of life.
Unless she has a great dea! of
knowledge of halacha as well as
hashkafa, her home will be empty
and her children are likely to rebet

Students React To Faculty Cuts
Negotiation Committee Established

(Continued from Page 1)
between. the administratign and
the students. It was emphaticaly
noted "that - the needs of Stern
College were frequently bypassed
by uptown administrators.

At the January 2 meeting, the
administration proved responsive
to the student resolution. They
discussed each point of the
recommendation and explained
that budget deficiencies were the
prime causes of the dismissals.
Last year the Stern faculty voted
itself a raise after a (hree-year
University freeze on faculty
salaries had been lifted. In order
for Stern to maintain its deficit at
last year’s level the ad-
ministration was forced to make a
cutback in faculty. The ad-
ministration, however, indicated
that one teacher’s position was still
being negotiated and anbther
would be replaced. The three
departments that would lose a
professor, biology, English, and
Hebrew, have the greatest number
of full time faculty members. A
decline in student enrollment over
the last five years prompted the
administration to reevaluate the
needs of these departments

& el

Although the administration
refused to appoint a student to the
Budget Committee, they agreed to
review the budget with a student
committee. They argued that if
Stern would be represented,
students from each of Y.U.'s
twelve divisions as welt as their
faculties would alse demand a
seat. The committee would be
unable to function with so large a
membership.

During the regular Council
meeting of January 8, students
discussed various means of
preventing a recurrence of this
situation as well as pursuing the
possibilities for reinstating the four
other professors. It was decided
that protest actions should be
initiated by concerned members of
those departments who wish to
reinstate their dismissed
professors. The general student

body would be able to voice its’

protest through -the individual
departments. Their protest would
also include the demand that
majors of the department be
consulted prior to any removals.
An English department petition for
Dr. Silver has already been in-
traduced.

against meaningless ritual.

Where are we to learn? Begin-
ning with early childhood, we are
given inferior educations. In day
school and Hebrew high schools,
girls and boys are separated for
religious studies specifically so the
boys can learn gemora and the
girls can sing songs. In the Talmud
Torah, most girls are permitted to
quit after a few years; nearly all
are allowed te put religious school
last—after dancing lessons, piano,
etc.

For those of us who chose Stern
College, the problem seemed to
have ended. At last we would be in
an atmosphere of learning. Sad to
say, we found religious classes at

Stern much the same as elsewhere. -

They were all lectures, with no
room for individual study. With
few exceptions, the Rabbis were
content to tell us the proper way to
keep Shabbos and maybe even
Kashrus and of course Taharat
Hamishpacha...but did we even see
a geniora? Everything we know—
which isn’t much—is Rabbi So-and-
So said...

And after Stern, where can we
go? We have not attained the
proficiency here that we had hoped
for. We are still interested in
iearning. What is there for us?
Theré are a few seminaries that
primarily concentrate on ‘“‘how to
be a good Jewish girl” and a few
graduate schools that offer ad-
vanced programs in Hebrew
literature or Biblical History, but
there is not one place where we can
go to learn’

and
The

The  Editor-in-Chief
Governing  Board of
Observer exiend their deepest
sympathy to Mrs. Constance
Skor on the loss of her mother.

By Bracha Saks

If this situation is not remedied,
starting with nursery school and
continuing through the goal of
finding a place for college
graduates to learn, we and future
generations will be cheated out of
the brainpower of Jewish women

To friends and faculty:

Many thanks to all of you for
your kindness, understanding
and generous contributions at a
time when it was deeply ap-
preciated.

Gabi Freudenberger '72

Anti-Poverty Program to ac-
comptlish any of its goals it has set
up for itself and aid a large amount
of people, it needs a great many
volunteers. The Stern College
Student Council has developed a
volunteer program in this area
which will begin next semester,
Student ‘Council president Shirley
Stark, in room 12E, is interviewing
eager volunteers to coordinate this
program. Miss Stark urges all
students to participate in this vital
project. There are so many pecple,
poor as, well-as-elderly, who would

W .
appreciate someone o 731!(‘%\

learn with, or even help them bu
groceries.

Leters T;—I-'-I-ie Editgr

(Continued from Page 2)
nine girls, yes only nine girls from
Stern College thought the problem
of Jewish poor important enough to
give it their attention, to volunteer
their services.
Writing about peor Jews in the
SCW Observer is not the way to
help these Jews—‘‘Actions speak
louder than words "—the poverty
stricken Jews can only be helped
after they are sought out. It takes a
large number of volunteers to seek
out these Jews and to help them
once they are found.
« If you or any other SCW students
ican find the time to volunteer, even
if it's only a few hours a week, or
even a month, please contact me at
225-1174.
With Love of Israel,
Joy Greenblum

"Kditor's Note—The SCW Student
Council is initiating a poverty
volunteer project at the start of
next sentester in which Stern
students will assist the Jews of the
lLower East Side. Miss Peyser's
articles are designed to make the
reader aware of the Jewish poor
and the need for more fortunate
Jews to help them.

If the plight of our poorer
brethren were not explained to the
student body through such in-
formative articles. where would
students find the incentive to
volunteer for such anti-poverty
projects? We feel that. Miss

Peyser's articles. are more ef-
fective than if we were silent on the
issue and left the job of informing
the students to a poorly-publicized
- speech.

club-h

The Other Side
To the Editor:

We're writing this letter per-
taining to the letter by Judy
Twersky in the December 28th
issue of the Observer. She
evidently thinks that adjusting to
Israeli society is a ‘‘Mission
Impossible.”” We know we should
wait at least two hours to cool off
before we write this betause the
words will undoubtably be flaming
with the heat of our tempers. How
could she write an article like that?
More to the point, we really pity
the girl if all she can get out of
Israel is a bunch of ‘‘deoderant-
less Israelis” and non-stop buses.
What about the phenomenal ex-
perience of being in a country
where your whole history lies? =
Miss Twersky claims that all she
was asked to ‘‘describe in full
detail attitudes, feelings, ex-
periences, and .or general im-
pressions of the Holy Land.” We
would be very glad to hear that the
second part of her article is lost in
the mail somewhere, because the
poor girl isn't getting anything
worthwhile out of her stay.
Hopefully, she'll reconsider where
she is and what Israel means,
because otherwise she might as
well be in Oshkosh’

Signed: We've been there and
hardly noticed the smell—
Amy Herskowitz '76
Penny Sussman ‘76

Need finaneial aid to buy books
next semester? Scholarships
are available - See Mrs. Zuroff.

: is currently
making a survey of the people

b
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Golda Meir Strives
To Establish National Unity

by Anita Gittlemon: ,

“Shhh. that’s her.” The
auditorium was filled with ap-
plause, and then all grew quiet.
Golda Meir walked to the table on
stage and segted hersell there in
the middle of eleven men. She were
a tailored dress and jacket, which
contributed to her masculine
appearance. Opening her black
feather purse, she extracted some
papers. For some reason, I found it
humorous that the Prime Minister
of Israel carried a purse.

Mrs. Meir had come to an
evening of questions and answers
with the Jerusalem Labour Council
n a large public auditorium. The
audience submitted their questions
m writing, and Premier (olda
Meir calinly answered them all
Her voice was soothing, and in-
terestingly enough, she didn’t have

shightest {race of an lIsraeli
accent

Mrs. Meir began by reminding
the audience that the war was nof
vel over. She said that even though
Isracl's army has been successfu)
so far, the country cannot afford to
cul its budge! and decrease its
security” forces. Israel is still
subject to atlack.

Premier Meir then turned to the
subject of Religion and the State.
She said that, among other things,
there was a rift between some dati

Mrs. Golda Meir
and do dati on the issue of Zionism

Certain - groups  among  the
Chassidim believe there can't be a
Jewish state until the Messiah
comes  Other duti and o dati

groups. as she cnumerated, are
extremets Zionistic. Both groups
must learn to live together

The Prime Minister then began
to display he nse of humor, if
not veited m. “There never
Wik aowar against religion in
Israel,” she said. Even the lo dati
keep the socialist mitzvot. She
stressed  that  Je can live
‘opether wither they cat kosher or
traife To this the audience
applauded enthusiastically “After
all.” she added. “no one ever died
fram cating kosher N

She ponled out that among all
the peaples of the world, only a
Jew’s religron and natronality are
banded together under that one
ttle, “Jew ‘ America 1s composed
ol Amerncan Catholies  and
American Protestants Buot sinee
Isvael s a Jewssh slate, its people,

7

" by detimtion, are mainly one type
The problem in fsrael is nol to
larther sphit the Sews Rather. they
st draw closer and help btd
he vountry togelber

About rabbis . she said that sl wa

ot enouph to he pdobim o Tideah
but they should dso be

feaymnge
cduton m hewrt and be teae
beneudam

Premer Mo stided that Jows
stay Jewish for two reasons either
from hatred towards anti semites,
ot frony love for the auracles that

appear throughout Jewish lstory
She stated that America has the

Israeli Correspondent

largest Jewish community in the
world, with mos! of their Jewish
vouth attending universities away
from home. The major weakness in
such an affluent community is that
few of the parents can be positive
their grandchildren will be Jewish
The rate of assimilation, especially
as initiated on the college campus,
is ever-increasing

When Premier Meir made a
passing reference to her frien_dr
ships with various dati members of
the Knesset, an unidentified
member of the audience protested
that there were no really dati
members there. To this, she
replied. “'1 assure you, 1 don't go
around checking their tzitzit.
There are many apikorsim in the
Knesset, too.”

Her discussion then alighted on
the United Nations. ""All the
nations are anti-Israel. 1f Israel
were tosay that noon was at twelve
o'chock, at least (wenty voices in
thé U.N. would disagree.”” She said
Ihat Israel was the only country
without a’ mishpacha, meaning
Israel has no other nation with
which to form a coalition. Nor does
Israel have anything in common
with any other nation. “‘What the
world needs,” she quipped, “is
another Jewish state.” In 1967, all
the nations. except the Arab and
Communist ones, sided with Israel.

A Woman Of Valor

. Who Will Find Her?

Faculty Members Synthesize Torah, Career And Family

by Susan. Metzger

Edward Burnses of the world,
and all other Jewish-, sexists,
beware’ The wom of Stern
('ollege are living examples that
you are wrong. Dr. K(akov_vskl,
doctor of French and the~Bible;
Ruth Arieli, professor of

Mrs.

Mrs. Ruth Areli

“responsibilities of the home. They

“This was only because they
thought it was her end. Now that
they've seen i’s notf, they've|
changed sides,” she said. I

Although some of her comments|
sickened e, 1 still found it
fascinaling to listen to Golda Meir.
She is a combination of passionate] ¢
Zionism and vehement anti-
rveligiosity. Still, her being one of
the.nost powerful figures-in Israel
foday, it was a pleasure to hear]
Golda Meir speak,and perhaps, to} ¢
catch a glimpse in er psyche.

1

The SCW Faculty Assembly ap-
recommendation to abolish a four-
year academic residengy

requirement for gr‘;g}[yn. The
Professional Option similar to that

at Yeshiva College in which certain
students. can also graduate in less

Bulletin:

roved last night the Senate

as a

issembly  also _approved a

han four years. See the next
Wserver for details.

Judaic Studies: Mrs. Jessica
Grant. biology teacher; Mrs.
Shellie Berman, guidance coun-
selor: and Mrs. Shirley Shimoff,
Director of Student Services are all
religious, educated Jewish women
who Bave found respect and self-
fulfitbuent “outside of the home.”

In an attempt to probe the
thoughts. ideals, and motives of
these prominent Jewish women, 1
interviewed each of them and
asked completely innocent
questions: What are your opinions
on Women's Lib? The role of the
Jewish woman? The place of Stern
College? The Stern girl? Man-
woman relationships?
Life?.. Interestingly enough most
of their opinions were concurring.

Obviously, alt the women feel
that it is possible to pursue a
career without neglecting the

feel that the choice to synthesize
career and home or to concentrate
in one area depends on the in- _
dividual's capabilities and desires.
Dr. Krakowski was able to get her
doctorate from the Sorbonne after
she was married. In addition, they
feel this problem’is not unique to
the Jewish woman. As Mrs. Arieli
stated, *“The house of a princess is
within her,” referring to tzinus,
which in no way dictates today that
the Jewish women should not work.
Jewish women are often the
breadwinners |

1&‘ families where
the man wants® to learn. (For

 Ezras Nashim, Kol Isha
Aspire To Change Religious
Roles Of Jewish Women

“Jewish divorce laws need
veform™
must be well versed in Talmud.” t
Twenty years ago such demands
for Jewish-women's liberation
may have never been vocalized by
the  halakhicatly-committed |
Jewess. Yet today, many young
Jewish feminists hailing from @
cither Orthodox or Conservative 1
backgrounds are actively seeking ¢
to make more  opportunities
available for their spiritual,
educational, and social fulfillment |
in Judaism and aim to effect these
changes  within o
framework . At the forefront of this
small, vet vibrant campaign stand
two  recently  organized  groups
centered here in New York City,
Frras Nashim and Kol the
latter being tetaporarily dissotved

Halakhah. these women  feel.
must refiect the trend in society in
order tn be applicable al a given
perwod. Heonce,  the  halakhbic
structure anherently contains the
seeds for itx own adaptability to
vhaming condinions . Bevause the
women's position i society has

vadically alteved since Talmudic

ad Kol sl would

certiun laws and mores

vegarding thew sex change ac
cordingly

Traditionally.  the  Jewish
woman's place was in the home, to
which she devoted most of her time

equally
suarded and created the spiritual
atmosphere of the home. In order

responsibility.

demands
cxample, she was not bound by the

comununal

by Judy Kleinerman

and attention. Thus, although her
. “Any educated Jewess role was deemed separate from

hat of the man, it was considered
important in that she

meet this noble

the Talmudic
withorities exempted her from
nany of the chovot. or religious
sbligations which the Torah
of the male. For

o effectively

viblical mitzvet of talmud forah

and donning tefillin, nor by the
halakhic  rabbinic mitzvot of praying three
times daily with a minyan and of
performing
vituals. The Rabbis accordingly.

other  communal

limited the woman's religious,
and  educational
privileges. which often paralleled
these limited obligations so that in
some places women were for-
bidden to tearn Taimud. Moreover,

they were not permitted to serve as

wilnesses in a Bet Din, be called 1o
the Torah in the forny of an Aliak
during the service, nor initiate
divorees. the latter  restriction

somehmes leading to unfortunate

stuattons involving mamzernt or
RESTETS

With the current shift in the
im and
limited
obligations and privileges as ob-
solete Since the moder“n woman

waman's vole, Fo
Kol lsha  view

hese

does not spend her entire lifetime
as a mother, she has more time to
attain a higher secular education
and enter the professional world.
Ry the same token, she also has
more time to be more highly
Jewish-educated and assume more
religious obligations upon herself.
Consenuently. she should be en-
titled 0 some rights that were
heretofore reserved solely for the
Jewish male. such as the aliah or
the securing of a divorce

Since they do not face obstacles
in their acceptance of more
religious obligations, both groups
focus their concern around at-
taining rights in all three of the
domestic. educational, and com-
munal fronts. In many cases, they
cite actual instances of amend-
ment of halakhah recorded in the
Talmud and other historical
precedents to justify their urging
for change. The area perhaps most
urgently in need of reform lies in
the domestic sphere. The Talmud,
in stating tha! only the husband
can originate a ‘divorce, deprives
the woman of a great deal of
freedom.  especially in  modern
times when divorces are so much
more in demand. If a woman does
not attain a kosher divorce, she is
liable fo be held accountable for
adultery and to give birth to
mamsevim  through her next

(Continued on Page 5)

historical proof of this fact read the
autobiography the businesswoman
‘Guckel Hlemebu, available from
Mrs. Shimoff.) For nowhere in
halacha does it state “thou shalt
not step out of the house,” much as
it does not state that “‘thou must.”

Mrs. Berman has developed an
interesting theory along these
lines. She sees each Jew, man and
woman alike, as having two over-
riding values: the first, a sense of
“self-actualization,”” a desire to
utilize her or his personal talents.
knowledge, and abilities to their
utmost. within  a  certain
disciplinary structure: the second,
the very structure which is

w0

Mrs. Jessica Grant

pwovided by halacha. Within this
idea, she feels, a woman need only
look at those mitzvot which are
unique to woman in order to define
herself and separate herself as an
equal counterpart of man. For,
Mrs. Berman feels, by learning

and observing these mitzvot. such
as challah, nidah and nerat, a
woman is “tuning into all things
which are, ‘woman.” There is
obviously. 4 great emphasis on the
value of the home, yet there is also
a large opportunity for ‘making
choices. For although these
halakrot are extremely specific,
they do not dictate personalitv The
beauty of the Torah is that it allows
choice and hence enables each
individual to be self-actualized.
self-motivated. and developed to
his utmost ability. This in order to
be a “‘'woman’’ one can be a wife, a
mother, and a career woman if she
feels it is necessary for her per-
sonal growth

Mrs. Berman hasi the

rather a beginning, a birth. It is a
decision whose sustanance and
growth are dependant on an
ongoing process. of learning,
mutual respect, and commitment.
all of which must be subject to
scrutiny and evaluation. If each
year of marriage is the same as the
last there is no sense of striving: if
there is no growth, thete is no life.

Good Luck

On Finals
January 21-26

importance of ‘“‘growth” in all

dr. Anna Krakowski
aspects of life. Growth involves the
“‘making- of choices and decisions
within the realm of halakah, which
defines a person and fulfills her.
She extends this idea to the
marriage relationship. Marriage is
not an end goal for woman, but

Dr. Krakowski and Mrs. Arieli
emphasized the need for a couple
to learn together and hence to
define their goals. They em-
phasized the need to create a
relationship where the couples are
companions. where there is a
reciprical understanding and
encouragement, where nothing is
taken for granted to where a sense
of self-actualization and therefore
fulfillment can be found.

In analyzing a woman's place as
an individual and as a marriage
partner, it is obvious that she mus!
play an active role. Though dif-
ferent from a man, she and man
tmay beJqual in capability and

importance, but they are not
identical. She must let herself
realize this and actively strive to
{ulfill her goals. Indeed, Mrs.
Berman. Mrs. Grant, Mrs. Arieli.
br. Krakowski, and Mrs. Shimoff
have all succeeded in this.

Mrs. Shellie Berman

Correction: In the last issue of
The Observer, Ben Etlinger was
incorrectly named as WYUR
General Manager. Mr. Etlinger
is News Editor., and Chaim
Stramer is General Manager.

Woman Principal Reflects
New Trend In Jewish Education

by Sandy Katz

“T am still an oddity at prin-
cipal's conferences. At one con-
vention there was a session for new
principals. When 1 entered 1 was
surprised to find myself the only
woman among forty-five prin-
cipals. Soon one appreached me
and said. “Sorry. this is a con-
vention for principals. Soon one
approached nie and said. “Sorry.
this is & convention for principals,
aot teachers.”

Although a teacher for twenty
years in such exotic places as
Mexico, Cleveland. and Boro Park,
Mrs. Chaya Newman now serves
as principal to one hundred and
thirty girls from all over New
Jersey. Until recently the Brurjah
High School, coordinate branch of
Jewish Educational Center in
Elizabeth. N.J., was administered

clearly illustrated that “efficiency
s not a matter of sex.” Mrs.
Newman. has found her job both
exciting and satisfying. She has
succeeded in developing strong
personal relationships with the
Bruriah students, The giris feel
free to discuss their educational as
wellr as personal problems with
her. She believes that only a
woman could develop this kind of
rapport with these students.

Rabbi Newman heartily sup-
ports his wife's vocation. Although
maother of four children ranging
from nursery through high school
age, she manages to run both an
efficient school and home. As a
principal she {requently must
remain at school long after
dismissal, but thanks to her
devoted husband, this does not

by men.

Rabbi Y. Blau. principal of the
boy's Yeshiva branch, explained
the reason the administration
chose Mrs. Newman as principal.
He said. "'Originally we felt that in
a girls school a woman would feel
a greater sense of identification,
particularly where a woman
principal would be part of the over-
all structure of an all male ad-
ministration. The image of ‘a
woman doing something with
Jewish education would be a mode!
for the students. We especially
wanted to shatter the faulty notion
that Judaism is a man’s religion.”

In the beginning she encountered
{requent opposition from people
who were wary of a woman
principal. Despite many engrained
prejudices. Mrs. Newman has

Ezras Nashim, Kol Isha Aspire To Change
Religious Roles Of Jewish Women

(Continued from Page 4)

marriage. Ezras Nashim and Ko!
Isha, viewing the present halakah
as discriminatory, would like to

Poetess And Heroine

Contribute To

Jewish History

by Debbie Neiss

In this period of women's
liberation, we tend to point out the
female contribution to society at
lavge. It has been assumed, rather
erroneously. that women play
second fiddle to men as far as their
number of important social con-
tributions go. This assumption has
been categorically proven in-
correct in this era of sexual
cquality. To give this fact a more
Jewish flavor. one must un-
derstand the roles played by
Jewish women throughout history.
Two prime examples can be cited
of Jewish women who saerificed
themselves, one spiritually and the
other physically, in order to
promote Jewish welfare.

Emma Lazarus, a renowned
American Jewish poetess, grew up
in a New York Sephardic family
and began writing verse while in
her teens. Her poetry altracted the
altention of the poetic genius,
Ralph Waldo Emerson. Her Jewish
« i was a d by
George Eliot's novel  Daniel
beronda, which spoke out in favor
of Jewish nationalistic revival, and
by the Russian pograms of 1881-
1882

With much fervor and ex-
citement she began writing
translations on works by Judah
Halevi and Solomon ibn Gabirol.

While she was working with the
immigrant relief workers on
Ward’s Island, Miss Lazarus was
impressed by the Russian-Jewish
immigrants and she vigorously
defended them. Her defense was
due to the criticism leveled against
these Jews by the assimilated
American Jewry. Her essays in
Century Magazine in 1883 ex-
ressed her pride in the fact that
she belonged to such strong-willed
people who were the victims rather
than the oppressors.

In An Epistle to the ilebrews
{1882-83), Miss Lazarus expressed
her ideas for a reaffirmation of
Jewish national and cultural life
both in the United States and in
Palestine. In 1883 she composed
#er famous sonnet entitled *“The
New Colossus'" which expressed
her belief in the United States
acting as a sanctuary for Europe’s
“huddled masses yearning to be
free.” In 1903 this sonnet was
engraved ento a memorial plaque
which was affixed to the Statue of
Liberty,

Hannah Senesch (1921-1944) was
@ poetess and Haganah fighter who
Parachuted into Nazi-occupied
Furope. She was born in Budapest
o an assimilated family. While
ll‘\‘lng under~ Nazi-occupied
Europe, Miss Senesch became an

(Continued on Page 7)

,

see it ded so that women, too,
can initiate a divorce. They cite an
instance in the Mishna itself
stipulating for a woman to receive
the assistance of a Rabbinical
court in order to procure a divorce
This in itself, claim these Jewish
feminists. is an alteration of the
original halakha; perhaps further
changes can be made in order to
make divorce {otally accessible for
the woman. Likewise, they would
like to see a set of conditions for
divorce added to the kesuba, the
marriage license, so that in the
event !}tat the husband disappears,
the wife will not face the dilemma
of agunah.

Ezras Nashim started in Sep-
tember, 197t originally as a study
group to understand the halakhic
outlook on the Jewish woman.
Each of the™ydung women who
joined the Rroup shared the
problem of integrating her strong
Jewish commitment with her
feminist views. Gradually. the
group crystallized its grievances
into action by publicizing its
demands and ideas for reform to
the community at large through
publishing articles in various
Jewish periodicals and distributing
them. addressing the Rabbinical
Council of the Conservative
Movement, and appearing at
meetings of other Jewish women’s
groups such as Hadassah and
Mizrachi Women to  encourage

them to exert pressure on their’

own communities for change
Moreover, they have obtained the
sympathetic support of such people
as Rabbis Saul Berman and Irving
Greenberg. heads of the Jewish
studies departments at Stern and

City Colleges. respectively, and of

Rabbi Steven Riskin, spiritual
leader of Lincoln Park Jewish
Center.

The small size of the actual core
of Fzras Nashim, consisting of
merely thirteen-or-so members, is
in keeping with the intended in-
formal atmesphere of the group’s
meetings. Gathering one evening
each week at the members’ own
homes, they divide their time
among studying the topics in the
Talmud regarding women,learn-
ing the skills of Torah-reading,
and “consciousness-raising,” the
sharing of personal experiences
and reflections concerning their
cause. Some of the members are
interested in creating new prayers
specifically designed for women.
and have spent a few Shabbosim
together with their own minyan.
Although none of the members
desire to take “radical™ advances.
some feel justified in privately

practicing some of the halachic
changes before they are eventually
achieved through the slower
Rabbinic process.

Kollsha, set up in February 1972,
cspoused the same goals and
engaged in the same kind of ac-
tivities as Kzras Nashim, but
tended towards a more moderate
appreach in that it relied
specifically on Orthodox
suidelines. Opposing the “‘dual”
system of Jewish education as it
presently exists in the Hebrew day
schools, in which only the boys
learn Talmudic subjects, Kol fsha
attempted to convince some
principals of Yeshiva high schools
for girls to integrate the study of
Talmud into their curriculum.
Although Kol isha dissolved in
October 1972 when its study-group
leader left them, its founders hope
fo restore its unity in the near
future. In the meantime, several

(Continued on Page 6}

affect her family. Rabbi Newman
originally convinced his wife to
apply for the position. Neither of
them has ever regretted that
decision.

Until recently Jewish education
restricted females lo the role of
teacher, Mrs. Newman believes
that this type of discrimination has
tessened. During her first year at
Bruriah. she was offered three
other positions including one from

Mrs. Chaya Newman I

a well known yeshiva for women in
New York. None of these schools
has ever hired a female principal
before. but all are quite eager to
lind qualified women who could fill
this gap.

Mrs. Newman's favorite adage
is, "“Educate a boy, and you have
cducated an individual. Educate a
girl and you have educated an
cntire family."" Girls must con-
tinue their Jewish education
beyond high school. “The mother
influences the family’s religion
more than the father,” she said.
Mrs. Newman has indeed proven
that a2 woman can achieve both
intellectual and family happiness.

Learning Made Exciting
By Woman Torah Scholar .

While at Machon Gold, I had the
unigue opportunity of studying
with Nechama Leibowitz, the
esteemed modern Torah scholar
and author :

I'll never forget the first day of
class. 1 waited anxiously and
cagerly for the appearance of this
famous woman. Imagine my
surprise when the door opened and
in walked an elderly woman,
simply and modestly dressed. Her
lined face portrayed the vision of a
"Yiddishe Mame.”” Qutwardly, she
seemed no different from the many

by Paula Moseson

clderly women of Jerusalem. When
she spoke, however, I saw that she
was not a typical individual. I
realized how much knowledge and
wisdom she possessed. Everyday,
as she sipped from 4 glassof strong
tea, she expounded concepts from
Sefer Bereshit.

Her method Qf teaching led me to
believe that she did not consider.us
1o be on a high intelli level.

given out in my fourth grade
Chumash class. She spent a great
deal of time on Yaakov's dream.
Although she taught at a slow pace,
she was quite thorough in her
teaching. Obviously, she did not
think very highly of American
Jewish education.

Nevertheless, in retrospect, |
realize that her carefully chosen
words and her immense knowledge
acclaimed her to be worthy of the

Each day she would band out work
sheets on the Parsha that we were
studying. These sheets hore a
similar resemblance to the ones

honor which was rightfully hers.
She will always be remembered as
having an outstanding mind in
Bibiical exegesis.

P



Page 6

THE OBSERVER

Janvary 11, 1973

U.J.A. Representatives Return From Israel
" Express Need For Student Support

Two Stern College students
Esther Axelman and Yafa Hirsch
were recently sent by the "“UJA
Student Mission™ to Israet. This
year. the UJA subsidized a group
of nearly sixty Jewish students
from all over the United States,
ncluding New York, Oregon,
Texas, and Rhode Island. Although
few were religious, all{elt some tie
to the land of Israel

The purposes of the mission were
manifold. In addition to educating
these students concerning Israel's
needs and suggesting {undraising
projects, the mussion wished (o
show that Israel needs student
support- which the GJA believes
should come directly from college
campuses. An additional aim of the
mission is _to sell the  Ziomist
ideolof¥™ 16N\ Jewish  students

© everywhere. Not only are many
Jewish students ignorant of the
facts, but these same peaple often
kpow more about the history of
Vietnam than that.of Israel
Finaily, the studepts mission hopes
to make students realize that beng
n America doesn’t nean that we
are too far away (o belp the Israeli
cause

For ten days, the students toured
Israel and learned to understand
its needs as a country. Three days
were spent in Yerushalayim. and
Shabbat was spenl in Safed. In
addition, the students visited
Absorption Cenfers. the town of
Beif Shean, a kibbutz on the Jordan
border. the memorial to the
lolocaust @t Yad Vashem, and
many places which represent the

by Debby anc-renzo‘

roots of our Jewish heritage. A
lecture was delivered by Mor-
dechai Baron. Director of Youth
and Hechaluz at the Jewish
Agency, and there were panel
discussions with Arab students

in the world, and yet every Jew al]
over the world has a part in it

Miss Hirsch stressed that although
she had spent last summer in
Israel, she saw more pla and

learned more in those le\&ys

N

N

e

U_J.A, representatives Fsther Axelman (1) and Yaffa Hirsch.

~tudying at the Hebrew University.

Miss Axelman claims that Israel
15 the most phenomenal place she
has ever visited. "Just to hear
people speaking Hebrew in the
street. or walk into a laxicab and

see Hebrew writing was
faseinating. Every. beggar on the
street was a Jew. T0 was a very

positive feeling historically, and a
proud one too. The country. itself
was devastatiogly beautiful, and
the people seem to hold a beauty all
their own. It is like no other place

than she could have imagined she
would ever know

Now back i lhe States, Miss
Axelman -and Miss Hirsch will
xerve as chairmen of the UJA drive
at Stern. “"We can now present
lactually these things which we
feel emotionally. When people are
asked to give money, we must be
prepared to tell them where it's all
¢oing.”” This trip imbued them with
the

proper material for sugh a
lask. /

_National Conference To Be Held
Spotlights Role Of Jewish Woman

(Continued from Page 1)
present their views on “Changing
Halakhiv m(vxpx«-l.nmn '
Possibililies and  Processes.”
Among the lopics they plan (o
cover are women's participation in
the synagogue, observance of a
wide range of witzvol which maost
relpiotns women do nol now per
form. laws concerning marriage
and divoree, and birth controt and
abortion The rabbis™ presentation
will be followed by a general
gueshionind answer period

Another-panel witl be devoted Jto
“Women o Jewish Communal
Life ™ Shala Bahat of the lsrachi
Student  Organization and  Ruth
Levine of - the American Zionist
Youth  Foundation will lead «
discussion of women in Israel,
meluding their position  in - the
army. en kibbutzim, and in civil
lawn
.- The conference will close on
Monday with a talk by Dr Sarah
Femstein of - the Amerwean
“Assoctation for Jewish Education
she will discuss > Women m dewish
wabion.” and parherpants will
to dhscuss the kind of
ould be offered

X
he able
currieulum lhilf S
fo soung Jewish wamen and girks

This will be followed by an
eviduation of the conference and
Tannouncements  of continymg

commitices and projects

The National Jewish Women's
Canference is open to women only,
and the cost for the four days is $30.
This includes meals and hotel
accommodations Applications,
schedules, and further information
are a able from lho Network
office. 154 West 27th Sireet, New
York. New York 10001 53

The conference promises fo be a
landmark oecasion both for Jewish

women and for the entire Jewish
community With the help of
enough concerned people, it can be
a rousing success. Women are
encouraged to publicize the con-
ference among friends and
relatives and are invited to come to
the Network office any weekday
hetween 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. o help
with ‘telephoning. preparing ads
and press releases. and other
necessary work.

West Side Glatt Kosher
Deli, Rest.

Sandwiches & full meals-
Open 10AM. — 12 P.M.
239-0922 Free Parking.
460 W.42St. (10 Ave.) NYC.Prompt
attention given to outgoing orders.
Closed Satf.Open Sat. nite till 2A.M.
Open Sun. o™=

deliver 1o the schoe! and,

OPEN TILL ¢ P.M.

Speciel Attestion for Soclel Functions
Lorge or Small — Over 100 Seats

ESTHER'S KOSHER DAIRY RESTA

145 MADISON AVENUE (Newr 33d $2.) NY.C. Tolaphaoe MU
.l‘wﬂnw-‘l“k.mdﬁ."hn
- M'“W -

MMWMWI“”“‘“M“-‘

s—-t-u.-

Wedding invitations
Featuring Croative Monograms

ond H LMIQ
Reuvela Topisa
56 Beonett Ave,, N. N.Y, 10033

For_samples call 927-7038 {Evec.}
JEANETTE'S
Sorten - Gt
Hebwas Qoris
Dissount for Al Sharn Gich

172 MADISOM AVEMUE
New York, 1LY, (0016

French Major
Offers Exciting
International Careers

hy Deborah Kamaras

Do you seek a carger which may
include travel and meeting per-
sonalities from various parts of the
world? Then French may be your
field. The opportunities are many
but it does take skill and adap-
tability to {ind the right niche.

The mosl common career
French majors enter is teaching.
On the public school level. a
knowledge of French coupled with
a teaching license are the essen-
tials, while teaching on a higher
level usually requires a master’s
degree. There are also new
developments in teaching. such as
aiding immigrants who speak
French to adap! to a new language
environment.

There is also a constant need for
{ranslators, who usually must
translate French to English. There

are special (raining programs for
this at Georgetown University and
the United Nations. A person in-
terested in this area needs a fluent
kuowledge of FrencH.

What about foreign
correspondents? The popular
Paris Match, Realite. Figaro
Literaivre. Klle and Francois
always can  use  people
Newspapers also ufilize people

with a good background in French.

In industry. French majors can
find careers in dealings with the
Common Market.
In general, positions with airlines,
banks with foreign offices.
museums and libraries are also
available to the French student.

However, the saying "it pays to
know somevne’” applies (o many of
these careers. Even though
positions areavai[al& it is difficult

to get them by oneself. For this
veason, there are special agencies
which can be Belpful. These are the
Bilingual Agency and the Graham-
White Agency, the latter of which
is the more influential of the two.
So if you consider a major in
French but worry that careers in
that field are not available, don’t
dispair. There are many places for
a French major. Remember, qui
veut, peat

Groups Aspire
To Change Role

(Continued from Page 4),

former Kol Isha members, one of
whom is an alumna of Stern
College. have joined the ranks of
IZzras Nashim. There they have
resumed their topical studies
under the feadership of Miss Judy
Hauptman, a graduate student and
mstructor herself at the Jewish
Theological Seminary.

In v article “Towards a
Feminist Critique of Judaism™
(Congress Bi-Weekly, November
24, 1972), Deborah Weissman, a
former member of the American
hranch of Ezras Nashim presently
involved in founding an Israeli
branch, asserts, *“We are working
to increase the dignity and
spiritual expression of Jewish
women and ultimately, to enrich
Jewish life.” If Ezras Nashim and
Kot Isha succeed in accomplishing
these aims alone through halakhic
tueans, they will be regarded as a
monumental force in Jewish
history

makers)

Call: 212

Collegiate Winter Session
At Grossinger’s
anytime

January and February

A favorite meeting place for your
college contemporaries

Very special rates, progroms & entertainment.
Day and Nite Activities

For a little as $24.-$ 3

{Plus $3.29 per day—gratuities for dining reem & chambersad.
Seliman not Inclwded)

Weekend Ratfes Slighily Higher

" RABBI CHARLES CHAVEL,

Supervising Rabbi

And ALL The Indoor and Outdoor Grossinger facilities
and activities are in full swing:

* INDOOR OLYMPIC POOL * HEALTH CLUBS * SKATING
AREA * INDOOR MINIATURE GOLF * PING PONC
* GAME ROOM * TOBOGGAN RUN * SKI SLOPES (Snow-
* SKI CHALET * ROARING FIREPLACES
* NIGHTLY VARIETY SHOWS
ENTERTAINMENT * ICE SHOWS WEEKLY

* SNOWMOBILING

during

per pirses,
per day/
nalti ecc.

* ROUND THE CLOCK

A

365-4500
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The Reviewing Stand

by Aileen Pollock

The Gelaway. al the ldth: Street
tast Theater (at Second Avenue)
phone G83-0255.

Waiting in line to cnter the
theater where The Getaway was
playing, 1 tried scrutinizing the
faces of patrons who were leaving,
having just seen the movie, to try
to get an idea whether the film was
worthwhile. Their expressions
offered no hint of what they
thought of the film. The audience
filed out in silence, neatly by twos,
staring straight ahead. No
emotion, just blank public faces
Na, nothing there to go by.

The film opens with an artistic
montage of the prison experiences
of McCoy (Steve McQueen), a
conviet serving a term for armed
robbery. Scenes of McCoy in his
cell, in shop, on work detail, are
juxtaposed with glimpses of his
wife (Ali MacGraw). The director
is trying to show us what a sen-
sitive person he is, and how
dehumanizing prison is. and how
much he loves his wife, thought [
Several scenes later.. T saw how
wrong 1 was on all three counts
McCoy is a cold, poker-faced guy
who commits a bank robbery
immediately upon release from
prison and efficiently kills or beats
up anyone who interferes with his
wetaway, as cool as any deter-
mined athlete jumping hurdles,
and with as few qualms.

When he is released from prison
after four years, and is reunited
with his wife, he and Mrs. McCoy
spend aboul thirty tension-fraught
seconds just sizing each other up
warily from a distance of four feet,
like boxers in the ring. They
subsequently converse in f{erse,
business-like little one-liners.
McCoy gets his greatest kicks out
of caressing $1000 bills. Ali

They're Here!!
and
Available in All Sizes
SCW T-SHIRTS

On Sale Right After In-
tersession

Buy them in the school lobby or
room 3F in the Dorm.

MacGraw  throughout wears
granite-like expression, which
oceasionally relaxes into a look of
total bewilderment Steve
McQueen plays the super anti-hero
as tough, mean, and absolutety
untouchable. McQueen and
MacGraw have been compared to
Humphrey Bogart and Lauren
Bacall- but no actors of the *forties
ever could have approximated the
amount of non-acting and pure
Posturing that the principals of this
film engage in. McQueen and
MacGraw are the . super-cool
inhabitants of an ice age where it's
not ool to show emaotion.

The amount of torture, beating,
brutality, and general blood-letting
that go on are enough to satisfy any
truly committed sadist. As for me,
Ieringed in my seat and buried my
face in my hands. Innocent little
children keep popping up at the
scene of shoot-outs and other
mayhem. Director Sam Peckinpah
must be making some profound
comment or other about Violence
in Our Society. However, by
dramatizing acts of cruelty, he is
inuring people fo the viotence they
see around them

At the end of the film, the
MeCoys meet up with a genuine,
kind-hearted, salt of the earth type
farmer who drives them across the
border. He is satisfied with his
work. his marriage. and his
modest earnings. The heroes
decide to bring some happiness
into his life by bestowing him with
$30.000 from their loot as a gift.
And by golly, that just makes his
day. Lsuppose Peckinpah, though
ostensibly ecritical of McCoy’s
materialism, isn't just convinced
by his own critique.

~
As 1 left the theater, T had

. several definite reactions to the

film, which T described above.
Foremost among them was sheer
distaste. 1 remembered the faces
of the people I had watched earlier
leaving the theater. If they could
feel nothing at all, then here was
the most graphic statement of the
mentality of our times.

Rabbi Steven Riskin To Introduces
Students The Prqblem Of Mamzerut

e

Rabbi Steven Riskin, a wel
known rabbi in the Manhattan
Jewish community and a familiar
face to Stern College students,
spoke at the TAC. lecture on
January 2. Before beginning his
scheduled topic of mamzerut.
Rabbi Riskin set down a guideline
of principles about Halakha in
general

Halakha, stated Rabbi Riskin.
can be viewed in two ways: from a
“'monolithic’ standpoint whereby
the Halacha is applied irrespective
of the times and people concerned,
and from the ‘‘heterogeneous"
standpoint where more than one
possible solution to a problem can
be derived from the study of the
Talmud depending on the needs of
the time and the questioner. The
heterogeneous nature of Torah
allows for maneuverability among
individual poskim, the result being
that no answer is ever “right” or
“wrong.”

After citing many different
examples to prove this principle,
Rabbi Riskin proceeded to discuss

by Sheiley Richt
the mamzerut issue, specifically
the case of the Langer children in
Israel. Rabbi Riskin quoted the
Torah as saying that a “‘mamzer
cannot enter into the congregation

of G-d. even after the tenth
neneration."” The Torah
establishes an intellectual and

emotional approach to this issue,
proving that the family unit is
crucial fo the continued existence
of Judaism. However, despite the
severity of the crime of adultery, of
which mamzerim are the resuit.
the established presumption in
Judaism is to make personal
tragedy less difficult to bear. This
attitude is clearly seen from
Responsa literature, examples of
which Rabbi Riskin quoted. ““The
dreater the posek, the deeper his
mind, the more he is able to find an
answer for personal tragedy from
Halakha.'" Thus Rabbi Riskin
pointed out that the Torah is strict
when i comes to a principle, but
when the academic becomes
veality and tragedy results, the
tendency is towards a more lenient
opinion.

Week-Long Seminar Offered Group
A Total Jewish Living Experience

(Continued from Page 1)

The actual program content of
Seminar remains the same,
regardless of the location. It
consists of a blend of Jewish in-
struction and discussion,
leadership fraining, and
recreational and social activities.
The participants are divided into 9
different study levels according to
their educational background in
Judaic knowledge and their year in
school. Throughout Seminar, they
will remain in this group. for the
close to 20 study sessions-which are
the focal poin! of the program. The
student can progress steadily at
each Seminar. completing the
course of study at each level, until
he reaches the Collegiate division,
usually during the freshman year
of college. Subjects treated vary

Students Serve At MLA Convention

The Modern Language Association of America held their 87th Annual
Convention {rom December 26-30, 1972. Two groups participated in the
convention proceedings. which involved seminars on topics related to

Rings & Things

Engaged

Linda Zuckerman 73 to Tommy
Sande|

Eilen Goldberg
Schwartz

Robin Berkowitz ‘74 to Michael
Lefkowitz
Neema Egozi
Weinstock
Linda Billaver
Derovan

‘74 to Lewis

‘74 to Norman

‘72 to David

Births
Barbara Ger Gononsky ‘70 - a
boy

$50

5 weeks guaranteed course
DOUBLE or TRIPLE your
speed.Understand more, retain

more., Nationally known
brofessor. Class forming now

READING SKILLS 864-5112

READ
FASTER

1
la:

. These groups included the Association of Departments of

Foreign Languages, which met at the New York Hilton Hotel, and the

Association of Departments of English, which assembled at

Americana Hotel.

the

The English department of Stern College presented applica-lions to
students wishing to serve as aides at the convention, and several students
took advantage of the offer. These students received five dollars daily for

their assistance.

Let Russian Jews Live!

Help The CHAI CAMPAIGN Aid
Soviet Jewry Through Chesed
I.'Avraham, Tichyah, and other
Tzedah Drives Collect $18 From

from basic dinim and hashkafa for
the ““aleph™ level to the new Belt
Midrash program for
Collegiates. with advanced
Talmud study.

Shabbat is the high point of the
week and the principal single
“‘evenl’’ of Seminar, presented to
the Seminarians as a uniqug day of
varying moods~from thoughtful
contemplation to lively ruach and
a full, positive experience rather
than a negative, restrictive
collection of meaningless
obligations. It is dealt with, at least
of the lower study levels, from a
more philosophical orientation
rather than a purely technical
approach.

Throughout Seminar, curiosity is,
strongly encouraged, and the
positive value of questioning
stressed. The instructional staff at
each location. comprised of ap-
proximately 15 rabbis, group
workers, and community leaders,
and 60 college-age advisors, is
advised prior to Seminar of the
urgent necessity for maximum
availability to the participants at
all times. This concern for the
Seminarian's needs has been well-
rewarded in the growth of a
widespread and successful
Seminar movement.

ltabbi Steven Riskin

Continuing in this vein, Rabbi
Riskin separated Rav Shlomo
Goren's actions on the matter into
two categories. The first stressed
the humanity he shawed in sear-
ching for a heter and not con-
demning two children as mam-
zerim forever. This is in the best of
Halachic tradition said Rabbi
Riskin. However, his methadology
was deplorable. By circumventing
the Rabbinical court in Jerusalem,
Rav Goren caused an uproar of
gadolim in both Israel and abroad.
Rabbi Riskin counseled his
audience that the task is to tearn
Torah and in that way, the more we
learn, the better our generation
will be equipped to handle these
and other problems.

Poetess And Heroine
Contribyte To
Jowish History

(Continued from Page 5)
ardent Zioness. Ultimately, she left
Hungary and went to Palestine,
where she learned in Nahalal
Agricultural School. Two years
later she joined Kibbutz Sedot
Vom, where she wrote poems,

Towards the end of 1942, she
became concerned with the fate of
European Jewry. Miss Senesch
joined . a parachutist group
organized by the Haganah with the
intent of freeing Allied prisoners of
war and organizing Jewish
resistance. In March 1944, she
parachuted over Yugoslavia and

REGAL NOTES

UNDERSTAND PLAYS, NOVELS AND POEMS
FASTER WITH OUR NOTES

We're new and we're the bigest! Thousands of

ropics

d for quicker . Our
subjects include not only English, but Anthro-

polagy, Art, Black Studies, Ecology, Eco-
nomics, Education, History, Low, Music,
Philosophy, Political Science, Paychology.

Religion, Science, Seciology and Urban Prob.

Your Community During Ie.lns. Send $2 for your catalog of topics avail-
- oble.
Intersession. o REGAL NOTES
3160 ‘0" Streat, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20007
Telephone: 202-333.0201
A

Silat
Orchestras

RICHARD STARR
STUART BILLAUER
201 - 4719179
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joined Tito's followers. On June 7,
at the height of the deportation of
Hungarian Jewry. she daringly
crossed the border into Hungary.
She was arrested. tortured and
finatlty sentenced to death. On
November 7, 1944 she was shot to
death by a firing squad. Her
remains were taken to Israel in
1950 and interred in Mount Herzl.

In Zionist circles her name
became associated with self
sacrifice. Many books have been
written about her, including a play
by Aharon Megged.

T&G SHOMER SHABBOS GROCERT"
AND DELICATESSEN
Now In Vielelty — Slatt Soshor
Opon Dally from $:30 am tv 7:00 pm including Sundoys
CddSlubbeohndl‘omndChlohau_lublo
Thureday morning - Friday 3:00
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» AT

L

Our Cover

Shelo Asaney Eisha — That Thou has not created me a woman:
every morning Jewish males recite these words in earnest thank-
fulness. The ambiguous nature of this phrase has aroused the
curiosity of proud Jewish women. As a result, a determined
search for the authentic female role has begun. Liberated women

~ . .
refuse to conform to sociologically authorized traditional
standards and demand, instead, specific halakhic guidelines.

Through careful analysis women have realized the significance
of the Jewess. The muttered prayer has suddenly become clear.
Unlike the individualistic nature of the male role, the woman’s is
a synthesis of a dual halakhic imperative. Sheasaynee Kirtzono—
female praise that G-d created her according to His will—clearly
transcends its counterpart. Through this bracha-the Jewish
woman accepts additional responsibilities to her ‘people. She
acquires the responsibility for the perpetuation of Judaism. A
woman cannot fulfill Kirtzono merely through obedience to
Torah Law. Throughout her life she must struggle tirelessly to
educate herself in order that she may influence countless
generations of future B’nai and B’not Yisroel.

Stern students must scrutinize the dimensions of their Jewish
experience. This issue of The Observer is the first step in an
effort to awaken female pride. The women discussed within these
Ppages represent to us a selection of admirable Jewish women.
Every individual is committed to both her family and her people;
however, each woman has achieved prominence in her field, as
well. Each organization and program mentioned analyses the
female role within the halakhic framework. We, of The Observer,
therefore dedicate this issue to Jewish women. May each of you
succeed in fulfilling Kirtzono!

/
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