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3 Four hun/d\red’aﬁ‘fifty Jewish
3 women gathered at the McAlpin
] Hotel last weekend in order fo
- explore the dimensions of the role
i of women in Jewish life. The
student sponsored, student-run
Network convention brought
together women of all ages,
geographic regions, and branches
of Judaism. This mix enabled each
participant to broaden her per-
spective about both Judaism and
‘ Feminism
] Many of the speakers en-
deavored to persuade the audience
that halacha and women's
. liberation are not mutually ex-
clusive. On Friday night, Mrs. Blu
Greenberg, a Jewish Studies
lecturer at Mt. St. Vincent College,
examined the historical per-
spective of the Jewish woman's
role. She emphasized that the
halachic heritage must be
respected even in the advent of
change. When she advised a
selective rejection of Women's Lib,
especially in areas of abortion and
zero population growth, certain
members_of the audience jeered.
Despite her assessment of the
vulnerabilityof Jewish survival
after the Jiolocaust, this radical
pted

asserted themselves as the
majority of the participants. The
discussions centered around the
failures of Jewish education rather
than the failure of Judaism. Many
of the discussants expressed
frustration in their inability to
study traditional texts. The most
poignant plea, however, was from
the students in isolated Jewish
communities. They came to the
convention to learn how to be good
Jewish women, to strengthen their

ties with their sisters, and to
develop a more intense
spirituality.

Tefillot Shabbat were led by

Ezrat Nashim. a New York
* Feminist group that is firmly
.committed to halachah. The

Orthodox service differed from the
numerous other Orthodox services
being conducted that Shabbat
throughout the world. [Iis

by Arlene Pianko

uniqueness was apparent when
women served as Shlichot Tzibour,
leaders of the congregation, when
they read from the Torah, and
when they donned a talit. It was
explained later that all these acts
are halachically permissible as
long as it is a congregation solely
composed of women. Although no
Stern students received aliyot,
everyone who attended was deeply
impressed by the clear, har-
monious, soprano voices that rose
to spiritual heights as the tefilah
proceeded.

The Shabbat morning discussion
involved an Orthodox student of
Rabbi Eliezer Berkovitz, a Reform
student Rabbi, and a secularist
Theology professor. Rachel
Adler's halachic approach was
unparalleled both in its talmudic
erudition and determined
feminism. After ming Rabbi

450 Women Convene To Explore Their
‘Relation To Judaism And Halacha

Berkovitz' sefer, Tnai Bekedushim
Veget, she indicated that the
procurement of this halachically
valid condition within the
marriage ceremony  would
ameliorate many of the problems
of agunah, mamzerut, and divorce.
She requested that Jewish women
refuse to marry without this
condition Which would retroac-
tively deci‘are the marriage null
and void if the husband disap-
peared or refused to grant his wife
a divorce.

After lunch the serenity of the
convention was shattered when a
group of fifteen -lesbians in-
terrupted a panel discussion about
Growing Up Jewish and demanded
the right to address the assembly.
The speaker, an active member of
the National Organization of
Women, offgred them the podium.

(Continued on Page 8)

Controversial

Leslie Fiedler

- Will Evlogise Literature
On February 26

by Roberta Klein .

Controversial author and
scholar, Dr. Leslie Fiedler, will
highlight the English department’s
first Forum of the Arts programs
this semester. announced Dr.
Morris Epstein, department
chairman. Fiedler, one of
America’s leading scholar-critics,
will speak on ‘“What Was
Literature’ on Monday, February
26 at 8 p.m.

Dr. Fiedler's title suggests that

literature is a dying medium, as if

literature has emitted its last sigh

and has ceased to be an effective

form of communication. This
thesis is the topic of a volume Dr.

Fiedler is completing, which ]
promises to be as widely ac-

SSSJ Issues Urgent Appeal For
Soviet Jewish Activists

SS8J—The Student Struggle for
Soviet Jewry has issued an appeal
for two Vilna activists—Eitan
Finkelstein and Zelik
Gafamovich—who are in.danger-

cerated.

ap;@xxmately 20 times
offictals claim that Finkelstei
who attended the Mascow Physics-

e

Fiain Finkelstein (1) and Zelik

Technical Institute, is in
possession of “‘secret information”
by virtue. of his . graduate work
there.

" crafts worker,
an cupation, because he

able to get a job aecmﬂag to his
quallﬁcatmn His friends.told SS8J

safanovich (SSSJ)

FYRR Abolished By Faculty Assembly;
J.S. Major Is Under Consideration

A special meeting of the Stern
College Faculty Assembly was
held on January 10 to discuss
Senate matters pertaining to the
establishment of a Hebrew studies
major and a Judaic studies major,
and the abolishment of the current
four-year residency requirement
at Stern College.

The Senate had approved the
establishment of a Hebrew studies
and Judaic studies major at its
meeting on January 3. The Faculty
Assembly passed a mation to refer
the Senate’s recommendations and
outlines for the majors to the
Committee on Curriculum. The
Committee will review the
proposal and report to the faculty
at its next meeting.

by Susan Metzger

Regarding the current residency
requirement, the Senate had
recommended removal of the
sentence, “‘Graduation in less than
four years of study is not per-
mitted.”” The faculty voted on an
amendment to ‘the Senate
recommendation which modified
the Sendte’s request by requiring
four years of study for any student
without a cumulative point index of
al least 3.3. The amendment was
defeated, however, and the
original Senate recommendation
was then approved.

The Senate had also recom-
mended that a student with a “B-
plus cumulatwe average who is

itted a 1 or
graduate school afber her third

year, and who has completed all
general, major, and Judaic studies
requirements for graduation, but is
lacking accumulated point credits,
be eligible for graduahon aner

- not expired. The authorities are

that Eitan is constantly harrassed
by the KGB. “Searches in his
house, constant calls to the KGB
offices have " bec_omb peﬁodic
phenomeng in »

five yeuts. Fiakelaisl
himself has said that the. Soviet
authorities have recently per-
mitted Jews to exit even though
their security clearance term has

holding Jews of different ages,
qualmcatwns and educatlon from
various cities as ‘“hostages” to
emphasize ‘‘the difficulty of
emigrating and also, should it be
considered necessary, to serve as
court material in the event that
trials should be deemed ex-
pedient,” Finkelstein wrote his
friends.

Zelik Gafanovich, a 24 year-old
student, has been struggling for
many years to leave the Soviet
Union, his friends-in Israel told
§SSJ. The Russian officials claim
he cannot leave the USSR because
of his service in the army. The
friends insist that Gafanovich
finished his service over three
years ago, and is of no more va(xe
to the Soviet state.

Zelik has also been subjected to
numerous searches at his home.
During the last search, the KGB
officers, having found nothing else
of value. confiscated post cards
with views of Israel.

The Gafanovich family phone
has been disconnected. In reaction.
Zelik sent a letter of protest to

having d her
first year of full time graduate
studies. The faculty rejected this
resolution in view of the fact that
the option of professional or
graduate school was drawn
without regard for recom-
mendation, and was contrary to
the regulation of the Commissioner
of Education of the State of New
York. A professional option plan
similar to the one presently in
force at Yeshiva College was,
however, approved.

Soviet officials, demanding
reconnection, with copies to the
israeli Ministry of Com-

i and the World Postal
Union,

§88J's last reports-from Vilna

state that the Soviet authorities
will not allow Finkelstein and
Gafanovich to leave the USSR until
1977. SSSJ urges all concerned
individuals to write lsiters
treglstered if possible) of support
in any language to Eitan
Finkelstein, USSR,
SSR: Vilmus Lepos Street 21 .10,
apt. 10, and to Zelik Gafanovich,
USSR, Lithuanian SSR, Vllnius
Zhirmuniu Street 100, apt. 24

claimed as his baker's dozen of
other books. .
Dr. Fielder has not

Dr. Leslie Fiedier
scope of interest to the academic
world alone, although he has
taught at universities throughout
the free world and has lectyred at
over 100 other colléges.

replice dylng - exiibéts. of -
literatire.. “H you're . chosen,'
“Fiedler once said, “you have no
choice. You're a Jew forever."

Fiedler has tried the drug scene
as well: On April 28, 1967,
scholar, his wife, his son. and his
daughter-in-law were arrested ‘in
their home by Buffalo police and
charged with ‘‘maintaining &
premise’” where marijuana was
used. Fiedler wrote a book about
the raid called: Being Busted.
According to Fiedler. neither he
nor his wife was a pothead. He
maintained that police wanted to
antagonize him because he’
sponsored a campus group that
wanted to legalize marijuana.’

Needless ta say, Dr. Fiedler is
known by many a fascinating -
personality. The New York.Times
Book Review once noted:that his
works are witty, exasperating and
presumptuous. It was Fiedler who
originated the homosexuality motif
in Huckleberry Finn.

English Department members
noted that the lecture promises to
be thrilling. Anyone who can write
about the experience of being a
Jew in America as well as the
mytholody of chaste homosexual
relations at the ceniter of classic
American Literature. should be
exciting to listen to.

Forthcoming speakers
scheduled for the series include:
Dr. John Hollander. poet and
professor of English at Hunter
College. March 21: Irene Heskes.
director of the National Jewish
Music Council of the National
Jewish Welfare Board, April 10°
and Dr. Chaim Potok. author and
editor, Jewish Publication Society
in America. May 9.
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Pand that 3.3, 3.5, and 3.7 be fixed as the mix;imum
requirements for the graduate honors of cum
DO You Dare To Care‘ l:gde. magna cum laude, and summa cum laude, 'rm

. . respectively.

N The arguments for this proposal have been, Pubishes by Shern Cotiey. an Wwiwraratusie divieien of
It js difficult for the average middle-class stated and re-stated. The fact that a B-plus Firnt Clase Rope v Univarsity hote Tert
American who has been lucky enough to succeed student is ineligible for Dean’s List and/ or| Pbiioned ME‘I;YMORIAI: crivien .95 per yeor
(inancially, to believe that there are actually poor graduate honor, is ludicrous at best. There are]
people living in tenement slums and existing ona theose who contend that raising minimum Editor-inChiel oo Sherry Schoinbers

... Esther Fuchs
Aileen Pollock
..Tammy Fredman, Judy Yager
Esther Epstein, Barbara Reichlin
-...Rachel Becker
-Peari Newman
Anita Gittleman, Karen Taylor
'..Arlene Pianko

weekly ration of food stamps. It is even harder for requirements for such distinctions serves to] geecerive Euior

the middle-class Jew to face the reality that some enhance their value. However, The Observer] managing Editor .
of his own brothers can be classified in the same ag3in maintains that the Stern College student] News Editor.....
category. Yet it is a fact that in New York City who is capable of carrying a B-plus cumufative] Featvres Editor .
alone there are around 250,000 Jewish poor, most average must certainly merit academic hopor, ;e“"" Slior
of them elderly and neglected. Besides living in and that according her such honor could nb%e Conmibuting Editors
constant fear of physical abuse from muggers and deemed a devaluation of the distinction itself, In| aorear e e renicr

thieves, besides the fact that many are incapable any event, it certainly seems more than & bit|—— TECHNICAL BOARD
f doing their own shopping or going to the bank, “nwise” 'to raise honors standards to such al :
-\ the elderly poor are being alienated and left alone degree that they become virtually inaccessible to] proguetion Editor ... Rachel Shapiro

. Chani Haberkorn
--irene Ftink, Cheryl Merze|
-Judy Kleinerman, Deina Shapiro

vovoo-..Mindy Ganz
.-Susan Dobkin

as synagogues and yeshivot close down or leave eyen good students. Business Managers .
the area. These people are desperate and lonely ~ As such, we again strongly urge the Committee Sholography Editors -
and need anyone who cares enough to help them. on Academic Standards to re-structure the A Eaitor

EZRA, an association of students from colleges minimum requirements for Dean's List and Typing Editor .

and graduate schools in the New York area, has graduate honors in such a manner that they will B
e ot Those prctieme. Tros! pojac,t0 complement our new grading system and prove af sqare, ey srcsrad Suny vegr, rran xomou sghcs ovsrrt. s

! ! ! . ; coaum. Dvora o : / / ori Colar,
alleviate some of these problems. They help the fair representation of the student’s academic] [SSiebum Dvors Greetbers. Syivis Titler. Muschal, Debbis Neiss. Sharon Lowell

aged shop. write and read letters, and obtain schievement. Lt iedaet Coldbers, Wit Katrmam, Suest Muoers: et Ssanette Sisbedki. Anne

Modicaidw Stamps among other services. Guen S.achr,‘ Rachetie Ye;lairr:,d D;bh,ie é(naer;args, Valerie Margalis, Elien Stern, Judy
; schui, Rhona Peyser, v Katz, i Cumsky

. These poor elderly Jews may not be our neigh- Marilyn Eckstein and Sheliey Richt.

hors, but they do exist on the Lower East Side and oto Cresits: All photos frene Flink
elsewhere throughout the New York area. Their App/ause A T
The Shattered Looking Glass —m———s—

plight is very real and as their more fortqnate
sisters, we of Stern College owe them our friend-  qp. gpserver wishes to commend the Senate on
ship and care. We can give it to them. through the ;g passage of Jewish studies and Hebrew studies

.
SCW Student Couricil's cooperation with Project aiors ™ Fhis resolution, which will come before A .sure F're cure

EZRA, and we urge all students to participate in ypo Faculty Assembly on March first. is an im-

this vital program portant one in that it will allow the student the
- option to concentrate her studies in the areas of ™ bY Sherry Schélnberg
. Hebrew and * or Jewish knowledge. " : ; N
Hd lagnosis: Extreme exhaustion. Patient suffering from severe case of
A LOt TO lee The editorial board of The Observer UrEeS | ysiration. Symptoms: Kutility. depression. Anticipated duration of

Faculty Assembly to vote in favor of this Senate yjjness: Five or more months, Suggested medication: Daily dose of

motion. Majors in Hebrew and Jewish studies WI}:I prossure with an added grain of salt.

. - i el g ttract girls who wish to concentrate on Torah. *Yes, they've diagnosed the illness of the Editor-in-Chief. An acute
, '“ “l“"f‘.‘_|“h‘_'.'tvk‘_’s':“ f;z?&mu;:régtzpp;?s With this innovation, enrollment will possibly «ase of tao many editorial topics, I'd say. Just look at er, worrying about
her -_}“"5 N “" ”‘(é‘" v, Pepsi C Ah s con. necrease and the Jewish studies department asan inefficient dormitory. Now. is that any way for a young girl to feel?
'?[“”i “";‘f"“::]lé’.vm.‘”l:gn d(“llya.r aqr);]emgﬁt \iith(tol?e well as all others will be strengthened if only by She's annayed bvecause the Stern girls have never been briefed on fire
cludedam ‘l mi 0 0 4 _ t the increased number of students. Those wha are pmpodqu es. Nm\., tell me, what young glr_l has to learp how to use a fire
USSK. It must be made clear to the Soviet Unjon " N . ; - extinguisher? It's not as if the rooms in the dormitory can burn or

' > . sincerely interested in secular majors will con- ! Y & .
that she will suffer both economically and tinue to pursue them while those whose primary S""¢thin&. And the fire department has miraculaus equipment these
politically if she continues this policy of per- | t Ll‘i) in Jewish and.. or Hob ; g .]);days, I hear. it only takes them twenty minutes to get to 34th Street.”

— Secution. — - PRI - ... Imigresthesin, anc.-or Hebrew studies will 1oy 1k “She shouldn't coneern herseli with such problems. You'd

It is incumbent upon us at Stérn to join in the "0 longer be forced to major in a secular area in ik she wants the world—a nurse at the school. during evening hours
growing nationwide boycott of Pepsi Co. and its which ey may be largely uninterested. and a full time adult coufffe living in the dormitory. These girls go to
OSSN ppy Moreover -it would seem logical that since over college and think they're authorities—better medical services they want.
subsidiaries which include Patio sodas and Y > v ) ¢ -

Frito-Lay products. As a Jewish coliege, we 00 nonreligiously-oriented colleges offer Jewish Fire drills more than once a semester! Feh!®

must )S'x'k(?nur position known on the issue by Studies majors. Stern, an institution under “Lookather, straining to choose how many problems she has tolgeth?r

mn;wdifnvl\' mcv'uding with the removal of the Orthodox auspices, offer one as as well. As such, {riends angry about this weok. She s certainly not u-‘e duiet young lady Td
1 ey p . vend; hi The Observer again urges Faculty Assembly to like iy daughter 10 be. She thinks the registrar’s office needs a little

1wo Pepsi € u!d_ vending  machines on our ass this vital Senate resolution at its March first "'"'¢ help. and so she yells that they need a full time registrar, not a part

premises along with an appropriate letter to the Pass this 'imc assistant. The ladies in the office are too overworked, ste says, to

company explaining the reasons which Meeting. service students properly. What young girl has to worry about graduate
motivated our action. school transeripts and class rankings? She'll get her husband and forget
For many years, Pepsi Co. has been in- A d D 'tt about school anyway.” )
different to Jewish interests, choosing the Arab L) [ . n , o It serves her right. letting everyone’s problems bother her like that.
i

end is an education major, so she has to champion the cause of ten
eirls who have fo travel across the city for classes twice a week. She says
It is finally possible for a SEW student to it's the principle of the thing. that people who pay college tuitions
graduate in less than four years, thanks to the shouldn’t have to visit the entire city to take courses they need for
recent abolishment of the FYRR, the Four-Year #raduation. Doesn’t she know that a girl’s education isn't that im-
Residency Requirement. The Observer com- Portant?” ) ) ) )
mends the Senate for enaeting as well as the .. ‘1 hear s.he wants to get mvo_lved in other_xssues too. She thinks
Faculty Assembly for passing this progressive Yeshiva University should break its contract with Pepsi Co. What's the

watter. she doesn’t like its ¢ ials?"
measure, na he doesn’t like its commercials?

; es 1 think she needs to be quieted down a little. Ma be, if she has a

PO/nt Of Ofdel’ Under the new system, a SCW student may ey more things to wm'rvglbou(t], she'll give up altI togetlzler. What do you

graduate at any time beyond a minimum of two say? Fire a fow more teachers? How about cutting the budget? The

vears at the college, providing she has fulfilled 128 Student Council could use a few less funds, too. There I think she’s

On December 12, 1972 Student Council voted credits, whiph include the major, general, and breaking down. Why. another few months of this and she’ll be on the road
unanimously to recommend to the Committee on Judaic studies requirements. This means that t» recovery!”

Academic Standards that the old grading system seniors are no longer bound to spend high tuition

be reinstituted, as opposed to the new grading fees for a minimal amount of courses in order to .
svstem that is now operant, the major difference bide time until graduation. In that time period let'ers To The Ed"tor

nations, rather than Israel. as her “‘business
locale™ in the Middle East. The boycott of the
company on this account has long since died
down. Now. when Pepsi is about to join with
“nother great enemy of the Jews, we must ex-
press our anger. both as an institution and as
individuals. . .

hetween thestwo being the use of minuses and the they could jpursue careers or studies at graduate
parallel chanpes in grade equivalents under the or professional schools. In line with this .new
\ il-wasadviséd by the Office of possibility. the Senate and Faculty A bly have

new system ¢ A pge s i icati -
the Dean. the Office of the Registrar, and several approved a professional option similar to that Clear ing The Air gggffféﬁ"mt?eszg:ﬁ?c}xe“;icg:t

members of the Academic Standards Committee aiready in operation at Yeshiva College, whereby o The Editor., caustic attacks of certain female
to adopt a “wait and see” attitude pending the students who have not yet completed their B.A. The January 11, 1973 issue of The liberationists who maintain that
completion of the Fall 1972 semester. Truly, the credits but who have already been accepted to a Observer, which explored the the Jewish woman is deprived by
proof of the student index is in the proverbial Professional school, would be eligible.to receive authentic role of the contemporary Orthodoxy of an equal place in
pudding. While some students benefited from the their B.A. from SCW after-completing -a year of Jewish woman, has caused much Judaism. We maintain that the
institution of minsees. others suffered professional study. debate within Stern and Yeshiva Jewish woman’s role, while equal
8 - °d. L We trust that this action will prove an incentive C0lieges. As author of the theme to that of her male counterpart,
As we noted in our November 30 editorial. it is e lru P .1 which d on the b i isti
! to higher enrollment at Stern College and that jt *1i¢h appeared on he back cover, must remain separate and distinct.
not Iht‘lnl(’nllyon of The Observer to comment on il g students al d’ tieg tenda t I feel it is my responsibility to However, we believe that even
the wisdom of instituting such a grading system,” Will encourage students already in attendance Oclarify certain ambiguous points within the normative rele there ave
However, we stll maintain. as we did in both our ™Make post graduate career plans. The 0"?"“’” which may have been miscon- options. Each woman must search
November 30 and December 28 issues, that 4Eain applauds this measure, which promises to strued for her place in the community by
mmmum stiaards for Dean’s List and cum D @ positive force in the direction of our school.  Simply stated. the purpose of the cducating herself more fully so
taude, magna cum laude, and summs aude - issue was to educate Stern students that she may choose the most ‘
rruduul\' lhmlur\l']:nu\( b(t l‘v\'un:;edn[]ol z‘:";‘:‘llleiulg:: The Editor i Chief and Governing Board of - | about their halachic respon- preferable option. Sarah Shneur,
Fadual S s | " P The Observer wisn a nearty mazel tov 1o Editor | sibilities as Jewish women. By Bruriah and Michal bat Saul
new prading system We again suggest that a Emeritus Rachel Becker ‘73 on her marriage to providing working models of should serve as halachic role
vrade pont ndex of 33 be designated as the Chaim Goidsmith. May you both have atifetime | ( niun who synthesized their models to provide halachic options
Stmmmum requirement for Dean's List distinction, of much happiness personal pursuits with their (Continued from Page 3)
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SWC Prof_essor Claims:
Jewish Leaders Encouraged Key ‘73

By Rosalyn Stahi

As many of vou know, our
distinguished Professor of Jewish
studies. Rabbi Aaron Shurin.
writes editorial articles for the
Forward. On Dec. 8, 12. and 22.
Rabbi  Shurin  wrote three
sequential articles on a topic that
should concern and disturb us all
namely the recent shmad cam-
paigns that are so prevalent on
many of our college campuses

_-today. The following are some of

the major points of his editorial.

Rabbi Shurin warns that the
Christian Church has never given
up its main aim to convert Jews
and has used many means to reach
this goal. There were times when
they used the sword and its slogan
was the cross or death. Later the
Church  started to  send
missionaries to buy Jewish souls
with maoney or positions in life. But
all the missionary work succeeded
very little because for the most
part Jews were for generations
imbedded in Jewishness.

What is the method of the new
breed of missionaries sweeping our
country today, such as the Jews for
Jesus? They claim, “You can
remain a Jew but just believe in
Jesus.”” However, Rabbi Shurin
notes that this is only a trick and
only the first step in a massive
missionary movement. The church
hopes that these “‘Jews’ will soon
fall entirely away from Judaism
and just believe in Jesus.

Blames Reform
Movement

Rabbi Suiue i aowures much of
the success of the shmad campaign
to the Reform movement and its
leaders. At the Annual Conference

March 11, 1968, George Dugan
wrote in The N.Y. Times that a
Reform  Rabbi led fifty of his
members to the Roman Catholic
Holy Family Church and took part
in thre Catholic mass. The Priest
declared that that act of friendship
was  more  powerful than 1000
sermons. At this joint ceremony a
statue of Jesus, which a 75 year old
member had worked on for six
years. was donated. showing that
-fesus was a mechutin of Temple
Jews

Church Softens Dogmas

Rabbi Shurin maintains that the
Church has softened its dogmas
against Jews to promote
relationships and be successful in
its campaign. The following are
some of the methods utilized to
draw Jews closer to the Church on
the pretex! of friendship: 1) joint
prayers between .Jews and
Christians: 2) open house of joint

undertakings: 3) teaching
Christian doctrine to Jewish
groups.

Key '73 is supported by 140
Christian groups. Reform Rabbi
Brickner stated that the movement
Campus Crusade for Christ has a
budge! of $18,000,000 and a staff of
3000 people. They have 2000

evangelical meetings in high
schools. What were some of the
reactions and suggestions of
Jewish movements to counteract
this powerhouse campaign?
Rabbi Arthur Herzberg, a
Conservative rabbi of the
American Jewish Congress, sent
tetters to members asking them to
send five dollars and addresses of
Jewish students. The A.J.C., in
turn, will send them articles and
(Continued on Page 7)

The Reviewing Stand

THE ENMIGRANTS
by Rochelle Yellin

Though Liv Ullmann has cap-
tured the limelight in a movie
currently playing throughout the
city  (see Time Magazine
December 4, 1972), The Emigrants
deserves consideration in its own
right. Epic in nature, this movie
portrays the emigration of several
Swedish families to the United
States in the 1850's. With them the
cmigrants bring their vision of the
American dream, their ethical
philosophy of work, and their taunt
and seasick bodies

Not only Ullmann, but all of the
actors perform magnificiently.
‘The prostitute aboard the ship as
well as the smallest babe convice

DON McILEAN, United Artists
by Aileen Pollock

Don American Ple McLean's
new afbum iz soft, slow-moving
and generally pleasant. The songs
are highly varied. The quality is
varied. too. There are a few bombs
with pretentious ' lyrics and
melodies so insignificant they.can
lay claim to no pretentions

tunes are downright likeable.
“Bronco Bill’s Lament” and “The
More You Pay™ are two country-
style numbers 1 enjoyed. Also.
“The Pride Parade’ is touching
and effective.

While Don McLean displays
himself as only a fair composer, |¥|e
is a good performer. His vocals are

whatsoever. However, some of the /

the audience of the rugged Swedish
heritage. The only unsatisfying
clement of the movie was the
ending. After sitting for two hours
watching a love blossom aiid
bloom, a family begin to grow,
farm boys anticipate a journey, a
minister revolt against the church,
a ship plagued with lice and
scurvy—one expects more than an
advertisement for a coming
feature.

Nevertheless, the movie is worth
seeing. If nothing else the ending
allows us the creative audience, to
invent our own finale..

Letters To The

Editor

Clearing The Air

(Continued from Page 2)
to women who cannot identify with
the wmore traditional image of

of Reform Temples in Chicago on &'Jewish Mother.”

November 18, 1963, Rabbi. Isan-
drot, President of the Reform
Movement, said, *‘Jews should
recognize Jesus as a positive
prophetic spirit in the flow of
Jewish Tradition.”” Rabbi Randall
M. Folk of Nashville,-at the Con-
ference of Reform Rabbis in St.
T.ouis on June 23, 1971, called Jews
to see in Jesus “our brother who
teaches us Jewish Ethical
Tradition,”” Taking their cue from
these rabbis, the missionaries
decided to give Jews the needed
ethical teacher and prophet.
Rabbi Isandrot has recently
verbalized his opinion that the
campaigns should be stopped and
be replaced with more Jewish
education. However. neither
Isandrot or the Reform movement
regretted or made any official
denunciation of what he said in
1963. Therefore, says Rabbi
Shurin, he can be considered a
leading philosopher of the shmad
campaign. N
In his article of December 12
Rabbi Shurin notes that in the
nineteenth century, a guarter-
million Jews converted, mostly in
Germany, where the Reform
movement started. Even Men-
delsohn’s children’ converted.
Naftali Jacobson, son of Israel
Jacobson. founder of the Reform
movement in Germany, converted
and became a priest in a Catholic
Church. He wrote in his sermon
book praise that his father had
begun !o see the light of
Christianity, but could not see the
Christian light in its fulksplendor
because he died early. co.
In the U.S., the Reform
movement worked together with
the Church in numerous interfaith
and good-will movements, which
attempted te break the barriers
between Temple and Church, On

The Editor-in-Chief and
Governing Board of The Observer
with a hearty mazel tov to Student
Council Treasurer Rachel Cher.
notsky ‘74 upon her engagement to
Paul Glasser.

When I referred to Shelo.

\sanee Ishah as ‘‘ambiguous” I
did not misunderstand the

Gemara's explanation (Berachot

9:11) that men offer thanks for the
honor of being obliged by more
mitzvol than women. However,
although my Jewish education
prepared me to cope with this
phrase, many unfortunate Jewish
women have not had equal
educational opportunities. To an
“unlearned” Jewess, this bracha
indicates female inferiority. The
danger of this misconception must
not be underestimated. When non-
halachic women request “‘equality
of function,” it is a thinly guised
attempt to force halachic norms to
vield to their definition of social
necessity. It
cumbent upon the committed
Orthodox Jewess to deliniate
between the aforementioned
phenomenon and the inherently
Jewish concept of ‘“equality of
role’’

However ‘“‘Equality of Role”,
while halachically accurate, was
not practiced in America.
Somewhere between the shtet! and
the “land of opportunity’” many
Jewish women absolved them-
selves of their halachic im-
peratives. American women often
accept anti-halachic practices as
traditional. No longer was
davening an essential part of the
day of even unmarried, even
though they were free of family
responsibilities. Shabbat morning
services began with the brachot for
men while women often wandered
in somewhere in the middie of the
Kriyat hatorah, if they came at all.
The negligence became the
cultural standard te which modern
Jewish women are accustomed.
When The Observer recommends
negating ‘sociologically
authorized traditional standards”
it is similar repulsive abberations
we chastise. We warn our readers
to avoid becoming like the Jewish
mothers of contemporary fiction,
either a Wouk’s “Shirle” or Roth’s
“*Mrs. Portnoy."” We reject Jewish

is therefore in-

princesses, and all the other
derogatory stereotypes. Instead,
we demand that she use specific
halachic guidelines to direct her
life. .

It is my belief that no Jewish
man or woman can perform the
will of G-d-without being obedient
io all the prescribed mitzvot. The
dicotomy between the more in-
dividualistic male role and more
encompassing female role stems,
to my knowledge, from her ad-
ditional responsibilities to home
and family. This is not to say“that
man is not responsible for the
perpetration of Torah, G-d forbid.
(Indeed, this is one of his primary
tasks!). The difference, however,
between the perpetuation of Torah,
Beshenata levanecha and the
perpetuation is Judaism is
essentially the basic difference
between man and woman. While
father is responsible for teaching
his children the law, mother guides
its implementation. She-is the
Midat Rachamin that functions in
conjunction with the Midat Hadim.
She is responsible for the per-
petuation of Judaism when she
teaches her children brachot as she
feeds them. It is her lifestyle that
will eventually become theirs
because she is the only stationary
force in our rootless, transient
society. The extent of her
education will be the bounds of her
voung children’s Jewish ex-

perience. It is for this reason that -

Jewish education for women is
primary to Jewish survival.

In conclusion, T wish to apologize
for any misunderstandings caused
by the vagueness of my literary
style. T would also especially like to
thank two Yeshiva College-Riets
students who patiently labored
over difficult halachic sources in
order to discuss elements in my
article. The perceptive analysis of
Dov Frimer and Joshua Rosenswig
helped me frame this letter,

Sincerely. Arlene Planko

Correction

To The Editor:

We were happy to find an article
in your paper about our project to
help older Jews on the Lower East
Side. Unfortunately, the article

contained some mistakes which we

would like to correct:

1. OQur name was never the
Lower East Side Anti-Poverty
Program; it was the Lower East
Side Jewish Community Project.
We have recently changed our
name to ‘‘Project EZRA".

2..Our project is affiliated with
JASA and JACY. It operates in
conjunction with all relevant
organizations on ‘the Lower East
Side and in the city. It is presently
housed in the FEducational
Alliance.

3. Locating the elderly is only one
of the two major foci of Project
EZRA. The other, and, so far, the
predominant one, is servicing the
aged that are referred to us by
neighbors or other agencies.

4. Our major contacts were made
in November. Since then we have
been actively serving the aged.

5. The manager who is running
the survey is a city housing project
manager, not a ‘'‘tenement
manager”. .

6. We have no plans to start a
“‘meals-on-wheels’  program.
There are a few such programs in
the area and we are working with
them.

We hope your volunteer program
will be a success so that, together,
we and other projects may serve
the Jewish community more ef-
fectively.

David Greenstein, member
Project EZRA

A Major Complaint

To the Editor:

Please note: This letter is sub-
mitted by the junior class
education majors, however, we
contend that it affects each and
cvery member of our university,
The Facts:

To be an education major at SCW
one is required to take two methods
courses, Education 3¢ (reading
methods) and Education 36 (math
methods). Our education depart-
ment is very helpful in planning its
majors’ four Year stay at SCW. To
enable us to enroll in the most
favorable sequence of courses, Dr,
Shelley P. Koenigsberg, the
department chairman, helps each
and every education major plan
ner four year schedule. In each of
these schedules, Education 34 and
Education 36 are slated for the

(Continued on Page 7)

[ and the e
adds to the general effect.

Change Marks
Mea-Shearim
Centenniel

Mea Shearim. a quarter in thes
0ld City of Jerusalem. will
celebrate its centennial this year
Looking back at how Mea Shearim
was 100 years ago. onc cannot
believe it is the same place.

In 1873, a group of Rabbis who
were young scholars with great
energy drew up a plan 1o establish
a new quarter. The plan which
materialized was based on &
tmembership association whose
members paid yearly dues. After
drawing up this system. the young
men  journeyed throughou! the.
entire city and managed within twa.
days to assemble 100 nem!
is is how the name, Aea
Shearim, meaning “A Hundred
Fold,” was derived.

The city's earliest residents
included many of those whd had
broken with tradition and were
numbered among Jerusalem's
maskilim. or secularists. In ad-
dition, the city was also composed
of immigrants from England who
nossessed more spirit and en-

thusiasm than the Jerusalemite
narrow-mindedness.

Mea Shearim thus became a
growing center of progress. New
and exciling inventions such as
salted herring, kerosene lanterns,
and gramaphones first appeared in
Mea Shearim. The first fashion
show in the country also made its
grand premiere in Mea Shearim.

However, this sort of spirit did
not last long. Another group of
people, headed by Rabbi Moshe
Yehoshua Yehuda Leib Diskin,
became worried with the growing
air of levity in Mea Shearim. They
thought that there were too many
“‘educated reformers” and “‘in-
novators” in_the Holy City. An
extremist group was formed
which decided to devote tself to
traditional learning and living.
Thus. this way of life is what one
sees today when walking through
the streets of Mea Shearim.
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Federation Opens Career Service

City Awakens To Cry Of Poor Jewry;

To Stern College Students

Commum'fy Groups Expand Programs
To Meet Jewish Needs

counselor, discusses career plans

Mrs. Esther Zuroff. SCW placement
with student Deena Novitsky.

portunities  and  apprenticeships
are- avatlable.  Although in-
formation is limited. the resource
center is growing and has proven
itsell useful to several students. In
addition. Mrs. Zuroff's placement
services meet the immediate needs
of students who seek temporary,
part-time, or full-time  job op-
portunities in the summer or
during the academic year. A
variety of pari-time  jobs are
available now for the remainder of
cos the semester. and information
The Service offers a com- aboul summer positions will be
prehensive  testing  program available soon. Mrs. Zuroff is
designed to pinpoint the student's  always available for consultation.

Students who are confused aboul
their future careers ot who see the
job market o griduate schools as
a vast world without g place for
them now have an agencey they can
wrn fo for help. Under & new
program developed in assotiation
with Mrs. Esther Zuroff, SCW
“placement counselor, the

Federation of Jewish Philan-
thropies has made its Employment
and Guidance Service Avatlable to
Stern College students at a nominal

interests, abilities, and falents.
Afterward. the results of these
lests are analysed in their relation

to the current job market. The 7
Federation, located at 215 Park
Avenue South, also boasts a large
library containing graduate school
catatopues, college placement
annuals, carcer bulletins, and
other helpful materials.  The
placement advisors there are
wilhng (o help students utilize this
resouree material as well The
lesting program, which normally
costs $750 08 avalable to Stern
College students for only $10. while

A new button has joined the
ranks of Jewish hardware lately,
with the slogan “Pepsi Kills
Bristributed by the Jewish Defense
League, it is only part of a growing

the ibrary material is avaitable (o movement among many  groups
alt anterested students a1l no and individuals to promote 2
chitrge A referral for hoth ser  nationwide boveott of Pepsi Cola

vices s the only prevequisite andis— and its subsidiaries  Patio Sodas

casily obtained from Mrs Zuroff,  and Frito-Lay products.

T\ supplementary  resource This effort has come on the heels
center ot wraduate school and  of the recent swlti-million dollar
career nformation  is alse  agreement between Pepsi Co. and

avaitable m the Perindical Room of
the NStern College Library  Infor
matton regarvding fellowship op-

EZIRA Aids

the USSR Although the major
“establishment™ Soviet Jewry
organizations have so far largely
declined conunent on the matter.

nany  rvegional  Soviet  Jewry
. councils are working activelv to
JeWISh Poor publicize  the hoyeott in  their

vespective areas. Student Struggle
lor Soviet Jewry 18880 has asked
staies and institutions leasing
Pepsi vending machines to return
them to the company. In addition,

tContinued from Page 5
In these wavs the Project tries
somedion o fill the bves of the
older Jews, 1o show (hem that they
are not dorgotten. and Lo toster a

the  organizi o ests P
bnk between the voung and the ald bhll ”‘I L‘"Iml‘m("]‘ !.\‘u;.,s_\)sl‘s (l‘h;;:
Jew thus strengthenng the Jewsh [NOIVduals il ta Pepsi Coly
R bottle caps irom any product but
compumity and  the  Jewish N
; . Pepsi as a tacit demonstration of
tradition cHenee dhe double

R thew disapproval of the contract.
meamng of FZRA the sceribe who

~ A

The knowledge that there are in

has begun to provoke questions
about what is ar can be done to
alleviate the situation
Examination seems to reveal
that potentially effective programs
do exist which, for a variety of
reasons, may not reach as many
people as successfully as they
could
At a time marked by ethnic
awareness among members of
minority groups, there is a growing
reatization of the necessity for
programs specifically oriented
toward the cultural and religious
needs of Jews. In the words of
Congressman Rertram Podell. 1t
should make no difference in the
funding of day c¢are centers
whether they are run by persons
wearing Afres or payis' (Jewish
ress, December 28, 1972)
The Congressman takes issue
with a statement by American
il .

Jewish Congress president Rabbi
\rthur Hertzberg calling for
“entightened self-interest on the
part of American Jews, and for
recognifion of the factl that other
minority groups have legitimate
needs that must be met.” Podell

by Rhona Peyser

group against another in com-

fact poor Jews in New York City< petition for programs and funds.

Enfightened self interest,'” he
counters, “has éstablished the few
programs that exist to serve poor
Jews in New York." He calls on
Jews to ‘organize and fight for
what they want," and counter the
racism which has been part of the
poverty program

Rabbi Greenwald, = consultant
io the Department\ of Health,
Education and Welfare. has been
involved in many aspects of
government poverty programs,
including a 1966 contract for the
establishmeni of Project Head-
start in New York. Asked by the
writer about the apparent reluc-
fance of poor Jews to turn to the
government. he replied with the
assertion that “‘Jews have never
been so close*to city government”
as in the present city ad-
ministration. Tronically, he feels
that this could lead to chaos in
Jewish politics “'because of in-
fighting among individuals and
organizations which claim to
‘represent’ Jews.”" The fact that it
has taken so long to reveal Jewish
poverty to the public he attributes
to apathy and lack of organization

counters that the poverty program imong Jews.

in New York is marked by
history of racism. of setting-6ne

. by Karen Taylor

to the quality of the product in-
volved. While the wheat trade
agreement between the 1.8, and
Russia as well as the important
AMack Truck contract of last year.
did not lend themselves to a
practical form of customer
veaction, Pepsi Cola is a widely
distributed, easily accessible
product. vulnerable to a dual-
pronged attack by both businesses
and individuals. .

Another factor which may
favorably affect the push for a
strong nationwide boycott is
today's  comparatively new
climate within the Saviet Jewry
movemen(. The realization is
growing on nany - fronts that
Russia’s great desire for a strong
detente and firm trade relations
with the {1.S. can be used as a
hargaining peint in the area of
Soviet Jewry. This trend is
cvidenced by the current growing
support. in both the House and the
Senate, for an amendment to the
1972 Trade Act. which would in
eoffect deny trade concessions to
any nation restricting the freedom

vevitalized the Jewish conumunity

The importance of bringing the of emigration of its citizens.

matter to the public’s attention is Also significant is the shift in
alse stressed. 1t was 888J who in attitudes among -  many
late. December dumped a large organizations previously -opposed
quantity of Pepsi Cola off the 59th 1o the idea of upsetting the

aftet the return Irom  the
Babvioman exite. and esra
e help:

P'“ order Lo be traly ‘_'““"“‘f' St Bridpe and into the East River burgeoning relations between the
poject EZRA needs  more . Lo imeans of dramatizing their " S and Russia. The Greater New
volunteers  Any mature com

mtted student who cin pive
couple of bours - or more: 4 week s
weleome  SCW cudents can
contact Student Counel President
ShiFley Stark i voom 128 tor more
information :

Mesmbers of Project Rt will
dehver an itorimation session un
Fewash poverty and what students

ran doto combat it on Wednesday
Febroary 28, during club hour

anger at the agreement

York Conference on Soviet Jewry's

Heports reaching the group’s recently conceived slogan

ethees andicate: that the boyeott “Freedom Before Friendship™ is
appears to he progressing well It veminiscent of the Jewish Defense
has been pomsted out that this eflort League
stands perhaps o greater chance of  Rody,
suceess than did the several rather oups age atong with thé group’s
abortive past attempts th promote Tep

“No Bridge over Jewish
first introduced several

Point Soviet Jewry Plan

wny darge-scale  boveotts  of This plan called for pressure
Russian goods or  products of aimed at the disruption of Soviet-
\merican companies dealing with American ties in the economic.
Hussia. Crilies <ay that this is due cultural, and poiitical spheress

Recently a Hassidic-oriented
day-vare center in Crown Heights

SSSJ, JDL Urge Boycott
2 “
To ProtestLPepsi - U.S.S.R. Agreement

until such time as Russia has seen
that it is no longer worth her while
to persecute her Jewish citizens.

On the individual level, the
boycott may have received an
unexpected boost by the recent
disclosure that Mr. Donald Ken-
dall. a high-ranking Pepsi
executive, has certain ties with the

former law firm of President
Nixon and former Attorney
General John Mitchell, thus

leading many to suspect that the
Pepsi contract may have been a
“favor” of some sort to Mr.
Kendall

camhe under attack as being a

program which allegedly
diseriminated  against  Black
children.  The center's ad-

ministrators countered that Black
children would be uncomfortable
in a Hassidic environment and that
children of strict orthodox up-
bringing would encounter the same
difficulities in secular centers.

Commenting on this incident.
Rabbi Greenwald maintained that
“with the melting-pot theory, it's a
question of how far you melt.”
Jewish children, like others, need a
sense of identity, which can be
developed through culturally-
based programs.

Religious education is not per-

mitted in day care centers
receiving  government funds
Cenlers such as those in

Willtamsburg and Crown Heights
do seek, however, to maintain
etemgpts of the home environment
of the children they serve. “It’s
normal for these kids to make
Hamotzi before they eat. Doing
this at the center is not religious
training. It maintains what they
already do at home.”

Rabbi Greenwald cites instances
where other centers have
promised, for example, to “also"
provide kosher food for Jewish
children who attend. “Why should
there be that ‘also?" A Jewish kid
feels different if he’s the only one .
with a special food packet.”

The Rabbi further expressed his
belief tha! it is important for
Jewish sponsored establishments
to make distinctly Jewish prac-
tices, such as kashrus, enough a
part of their program so that those
who stand fo benefit thereby are
neither isolated nor disen-
franchised by the very institutions
which are supposed to represent
Jewish interésts. Jews can and
should take examples from other
“roups whose service
organizations enable their
members to strengthen ties to a
common heritage and culture. Why
is 1t that while others are
“preserving their heritage,” Jews
are “‘clannish.” and “bigoted?”

There are encouraging
developments in this direction. In
Boro Park, there is a Family
Service Agency with an orthodox

(Continued on Page 8)

New Shorts

Festival Is March 14

Stern College will once again be
given the opportunity to express
themselves through words when
the third Oral Interpretation
Festival of the Speech Arts Forum
taks place on Wednesday, March
14

‘The Oral Interpretation Festival
was originally designed for those
who like to tell stories, read poetry
aloud. or enact scenes from plays
and novels. It is not a competition,
but an afternoon of entertainment
for both participants and audience
alike. At last semester’s Festival,
girls read from a wide vzfriety of
works such as- Malamud's “The
Magic Barrel” and from Josephus
and Gone With the Wind. Refresh-
ments  were served. and each
participant received a book as a
momento. Applications  for this
Spring’s Festival may be obtained
from Mrs Peninnah Schram in
room 305 or Cheryl Merzel, room
1H

Honor Students Honored

On March 4. the tenth annual
Honors Luncheon will take place at
the Belfer ‘Graduate School of
Science. Students of Yeshiva
College and Stern who have
acheived B-plus averages or
higher will be honored. The guest
speaker will be Dr. Meyer Shapiro,
professor of Art and Art History at
Columbia University.

LSAT Practice Set

Planning to g0 to law school? The
political science department has
established a program to prepare
potential law students for the
LSAT's. recently announced SCW
pre-law advisor Dr. Michael
liecht. The preliminary meeting
for those students will be held on
Wednesday. March 7. during club
hour. at which students will be
introduced to procedures and
materials needed to prepare them
for entrance examinations. A
vomprehensive coaching and
sample testing session will be
uiven later in the semester. .
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EZRA Spearheads
Poverty Project On
Lower East Side

by Judy F rnchter’

A new program aimed af helping
the Jewish poor on the Lower East
Side ‘i5 being initiated at Stern
College. The project, -entitled
Project ERZA 18
funded by the Jewish Asseciation
for College Youth (JACY) and is
being housed at the Educational
Alliance. one of the important
social service and communal
centers on the Lower East Side

The plan entails serving the aged
Jewish poor through personal
contact with individual victims of
poverty. Although a number of
agencies provide various services
for the Jewish poor on the Lower
1ast Side. often the poor do not or
cannot respond to these aids. due to
fear of leaving their homes. mental
and . or physical deterioration,
and numerous other factors. The
major goal of Project EZRA is to
actively seek out the Jewish poor
and speak with them on a more
personal level. in order to prevent
isolation and alienation.

1t has become increasingly clear
that isolation is a major con-
tributing factor to physical and
mental deterioration during old
age. and it has been shown that
when older people are active and
cngaged in life, they are more able
to retain their sense of dignity and
independence. Isolation and
loneliness are prime probiems for
the aged on the Lower East Side.
They may f¢el aband

d bgcause,

existence. Project EZR A is geared
o {ry to alleviate this problem to
some extent,

Initially starting with volunteers
from within EZR.\ ifself, Project
EZR\ made contacts with local.
city. and Jewish agencies in an
offort to gain a place in the Lower
Last Side community and to reach
sut to the aged Jews there. The
EZRA volunteers visit older Jews
whe miss having someone 1o talk
to. or who need escort service to
the market, the bank. or t0 a social
club. They obtain Medicaid. Food
Stamps. and other services, or
refer the applications Lo the proper
people. They do minor household
repairs and shopping. letterwriting
and reading. When possible the
volunteers  encourage  their
‘clients™ to lake advantage of
facilities and services in the area
Hopefully it will be possible to
arrange trips.

tContinued on Page 4)

Techia Will Station 25 Y.U. Students
In Israeli Absorption Centers

by Ashira Rapoport

Techia. a new program in-
volving students of Stern College
and Yeshiva University, was
established te-belp Russian Olim to
adjust to life in Israel. The
program will debut this summer
and continue for six to eight weeks

Approximately twenty-five
volunteers will be chosen from
Stern and Yeshiva College ap-
plicants to participate in Techia.
Their plane fare will be partially
subsidized and the volunteers will
receive room and board while in
Israel. The program participants
will work full-time with Russiam
Olim. helping them acclimate to
the country and encouraging them
in Yiddishkeit. These students will
work in immigration centers,
sponsoring Shabbatonim, and
buying siddurim, tefillin, and
taleisim for the immigrants. They
will also work with children’ in
summer camps and in other ac-
tivities.

The organizers of  Techia stress
that our obligation to our Russian
brethren does not end with rallies

and protests demanding their
release from the Soviet Union
Once they are free, active
measures must be employed to
integrate them into Jewish life in
Israel, and taking advantage of
this unique opportunity is a task

o ‘ . RN
'I"echllya co-chairmen Chana Butler (1.) and Debbie Sternberg discuss the
highlight of this summer’s program to aid Russian Olim.

more priviliged Jews should be
proud te undertake. Chana Butler,
room RG, Techia coordinator at
SCW. is interviewing volunteers
tor the program and anticipates
meeting with a large number of
prospective participants.

Dean Discusses Educational Opportunities Israel:

Stern Summer Program Will Begin This Year

Hant to spend a year or summer

their families have moved away,
their friends have died, or because
of the deterioration of the Jewish
character of the neighborhood.
They may be afraid to leave their
apartments because of muggings
and the drug problem in the area.
They may be too feeble to clean up
their apartment or answer the
door. let alone step outside jt. All
'his contributes to a bleak, lonely

All
someday:

dying in Israel? Thirty-five
students  discovered  many
available opportunities for Israeli
programs when Dean David
Mirsky addressed a group of in-
terested students on February 7.
He announced that Stern would
also be instituting a College
Summer Program of six to eight
weeks in Israel at a cost of $1000,
whereby it would be possible to
carn between six to eight credits at

smokers
n to quit

In 20 years, after 146,000 more cigarettes,
you think it’s going to be easier?
Don’t kid yourself.
Quit now. You'll never get a chance like this again.

T spac concribaned s 4 public service,

U1.3. Dogwr reent of Hasith, Educarion, sad Weitars

by Esther Axelman

'
either Hebrew University, Machon

differences in our systems of

ls‘ra'gl,‘ Machon Gold and

Gold, or Bar llan Unij y: -
For nearly an hour and a half,
the Dean patiently answered
questions concerning curriculum
differences, living conditions,
credit transferral and financial
arrangements for a.year of study
in Israel. *
Dean Mirsky illustrated many of
the differences between American
and Israeli universities. In addition
to the fact that universities in
Israel are run on a trimester
system, Israeli students may enter
undergraduate schools directly
from high schools, whereas
American students may not enter
on the same level becguse of the

Y s
application to an Israeli university
is made directly to the department
to which the studert wishes to
enter, rather than to the university
as a whole.

Most of these differences,
however, do not apply to those
American students participating in
one-year programs. At Bar Ilan,
Hebrew University, and other
israeli colleges, the one-year
program is taught in English on a
bi-mester system, much like the
American universities.

The Dean also explained the
basic-difference between two
religious teachers’ seminaries in

UJA To Kickoff

Stern College's UJA coor-
dinators Yafa Hirsch and Esther
Axelman have announced that the
United Jewish Appeal’s annual on-
campus drive will begin at Stern

. College on Sunday, March 4, and

will last through March 9. They
anticipate exceeding their goal of
$1,080 by collecting a minimum
donation of five dollars per
student.

Co-chairman Yafa Hirsch noted
that UJA funds provide the sole
financial resources for such
organizations as the Jewish
Ageney, which provides for Jewish
Olim to Israel; JDC, which directl;
assists Jews throughout the world;
NIANA. which helps Jews who
migrate to the United States; and
HIAS, which funds and advises
Jews who migrate to countries
other than Israel. Realizing the
need for support of UJA from
America’s college youth, a group
of students established the student
coordinating committee of the
Israeli Emergency Fund in 1970.
For the past three years, the
student wing has maintained ac-
tive campaigns on college cam-
puses throughout the country.

The goals of the student leaders

Campus Drive March 4-9

are two-fold; they try to educate
youth about the problems of World
Jewry while at the same time
receiving from them a personal
financial commitment. The funds
raised in these college programs
were used to rescue Jews
throughout the world and to help
resettle them in _Israel. These
funds were earmarked for the
social welfare needs created by
mass immigration and rescue
programs and not for military
purposes. .

In 1972, the SCCIEF raised
$220,000 and has set a goal of
$500,000 for 1973. The organization
has also prepared a schedule of
workshops and seminars, the first
of which will be held on February
25 from 12:30--6:00 p.m. at Touro
College. The discussion will deal
with the situalion of Jews

Michlalah is an Israeli
institution ‘for Israeli students,
whereas Machon Gold is a school
for foreigners in Israel, especiaily
geared to prepare Hebrew
teachers who will return to teach in
their native lands. Many Stern
girls attend fhe latter program,
paying $1400 per year. Al costs
included. Students at Machon Goid
may participate in the Yavneh
program, in which a student takes
her Judaic studies courses at the
college and one or two secular
courses at Hebrew University, or
the Stern Program in which both
secular and Judaic studies courses
are taken at Machon Gold.

Neve Yerushalayim, another
school in Israel, is basically a girl’s
yeshiva geared for students on an
elementary Hebrew level. For
these students, credit is easily
transferred. However, since Stern
College has not yet evaluated the
impact of the Neve program on
more advanced students, credit
may be less easily obtained for
students on a higher Judaic studies
level.

A student studying in Israel for a
year need not worry sabout
damaging her index by a period of
study in a foreign country;
moreover, credits and not grades
earned during the year in lsrael
are transferred on to The Stern
College transcript. However,
graduate schools will later request
the transcript with the grades from
the Israeli institution $ttended.

The academic year* ordinarily
begins in Israel with the Ulpan,
courses taken in August, and
classes begin after Succot. Exams
are completed in late June or early
July.

throughout the world, and students
from Russia, Morecco, Iraq,
Egypt, and Israel will further
develop the program. Studerits who
wish to attend the college institute
or help with the SCW campaign can
contact Esther Axelman in 2A,
Judy Friedman in 5G, or Yafa

Hirsch at 435-3368.

The Editor-in-Chief-  and|

Governing Board of The Observer ~

extend sincere condolences 10|
Rabbi J. David 8ileich upon the|
loss of his father, May you and,
your family be comforted among)
the movurners of Zion and,
Jerusatem,

‘Ij‘

e
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Government Programs Open New Careers
To Political Science Majors

By

Political science—is it a prac-
tical major? According to
department head Dr. S. J. Bern-
stein. and political science in-
structor Dr. Michael Hecht, it is,
because of the many career op-
portunities it affords. A student

i oo . R i

el 8. Necht

who majors in political science is
nol Jimited to 1{he teaching
profession. She may find em
ployment in the many fields of law
o government. This seems to be
the reason for the recent increase
in law  school applicants, the
balance of * women fast ap-
proaching

Many exciting and rewarding
Jobs v the numerous areas of
rovernment service are open (o a

government will require con-
tinuous hiring of workers. For
instance, due to the increasing
benefits of social security it has
become necessary for the federal
government to hire and train
employees to interview potential
sociai security clients and to
resolve problem cases. Dr. Bern-
stein encourages political science
majors to take the Federal
Management Entrance Exam.
which could qualify the student for
a GSI11, a Civil Service exam. She
then may go on to management
internship. Federal government
agencies prefer a Masters of
Public Administration tMPA), but
it is not essential.

There will alsn be openings in
local and state governments on &
smaller hasis in all areas of public
administration requires masters of
a professional degree. Also. there
are small openings now in con-
sumer and environment areas

The international level of
povermment affords the smallest
amount of career opportunities.
CIA trainees are needed for in-
telligence work and in the Defense
Department in such areas as
procurement, . professional
and  policy studies
sclence majors with a
degree are  preferred.

masters
Diplomacy is a closed field and
students from big schools have a
better chance to gain positions

Harrlet Reznick and Irene Flink

that both law schoels and law firms
have relaxed their attitudes
toward admitting or hiring.-women
in recent yearS. The st¥l com-
petition in the legal fi as
caused some college gradudtes to
explore careers as para/—_I\ggal

Dr. 8. J. Bernstein
assistants.  Although this is a
velatively new area of interest, it
has proved interesting to these who
do not atiend law schonl but who
are interested in the legal field and
do not wish (o be legal secretaries

Courses in political science are
essential training for law school,
MPA degrees. and introduction to
government service. It is no
wonder that political science has
become one of the most pgpular

political science major, on the  The legal profession is rapidly
federal, local and state, and in- becoming o field of interest for ‘'vajors ameng Slerﬂ ollege
ternational levels. The federal young wowmen, sided by the facl students

Letters To The

Editor

The Firing Line

Certain experiences in life are
beyond’ description. They are ton
wonderful or too ‘moving to be
properly expressed in words. |
have lived through suc¢h an ex-
perience, and its story is struggling
to pet out of me, but T don’t know
where to begin. | cannot explain
what took,place in Mansey a few
weeks ago at Eastern Torah
lLeadership Seminar. and yet |
must speak about it—-as much to
'ry 1o relieve myself of this heavy
burden of emotionality and
memories  under which I am
laboring as to convey to anyone
who wil{Tisten the beauty of what T
saw and>the urgency of its con-
finuation.

It is difficul! to decide where to
start. My mind is filled with a
kaleidoscope of memories and
faces: The 14-vear old boy who told
me. “Thursday morning. when 1
will be home from Seminar, T wilt
pul on my tefittin just as if T werce
still here. It would feel strange not
to. ', so used to it now. it just
vomes sort of naturally.” the boy of
té who suddenly one evening jusl
had fo cxpress to someone—
anyone— how happy he felt
Presently the head of his local USY
chapter. a  Conservative youth

vroup. he had aise previously
looked into Reform and ftecon-
structionist Judaism and found

them lacking. Now. he explained.
he had finally ended his search.
and was going to go home and try
‘o influence his vouth group lo
come o Seminar. His parents
would immediately say. of course.
that he was just going through
another one of his stages. But
slowly, he said with assurance, he
would prove to (h the per-
manence of what he had found

The Seminar

Experience
by Karen Taylor ———

A junior in high school who had
been working for the past 2 years
with a group of cerebral palsied
children at a special school in her
hometown was torn by the difficult
decision that confronted her. The
only day on which these particular
children attended classes at the
schonl was Shabbat. She could not
walk there from her home. and
‘here was no house within watking
distance of the institution at which
she could sleep over Erev Shabbat
as it was situated deep within a
business district. She explained
that she has gradually built up a
valuable relationship of trust with
the children, who were used to
seeing so mmany new volunteers
come and go every few weeks.
Every Shabbat morning. she went
to shul. then ran home. changed
quickly, and took a bus to the
school. She wanted to begin
keeping Shabbat, but couldn’t
brinu herself o leave the children
What should she do? A few days
later. still at Seminar, a younger
hoy approached her and told her
how he was going to begin wearing

~gitzis all the time when he got
home. He didn’t care what the boys
would say in the locker room. He
told her he would fight them. if he
had t. with his mouth and with his
fists. As she explains it now, it was
the little hoy’s story that somehow
prompled her to make wha! must
have been a very painful choice:
She will continue to work with the
children until she graduates high
school. Then she will leave them.
begin observing Shabbat. and
envolt at Stern. It was a com-
promise decision, to a great extent,
but stil! something to be thankful
lfor

(Continued on Page 7)

Past Defines Future

To The Editor

I smiled broadly and felt deeply
rebieved when | oread the title
‘Poetess and Heroine Contribute
to Jewish History™ in the The
Ghserser of January 11: 1 per
mited my dreamlbike naivete to
actually believe that 1 knew to
whom the article referred. | felt
reassured of my guess as | read,
“1t has been  assumed. rather
erroneously. that women play
second fiddle 1o man._.one must
understand the roles plaved by
Jewish women throughout history
Two prime examples can be cited
of Jewtsh women who sacrificed
themselves one spiritually and the
other physically in order to
pramote Jewish welfare..

I child that 1 am. thought the
arhéle would recall to mind the
poestess. Devoroh haNaviah, and
tie heroine, wha risked her life for
her people. Esther haMalkah
Lnstead. 1 read of FEmma Lazarus

The Editor in Chiet and
Goverming  Boara ot The
Observer wish a hearty mazel
tov 10 former Production
Manager  Sharon’ Frieaman
‘75 upon her engagement to
Pr:t Weimer

and Hannah Senesch. 1 obviously
do not object 1o learning about the

lives of these two women: [ do
however  find it extremely
stasteful. and  truly heart-

breaking that the women' of Stern
College. in an edifion supposedly
trying to define the role of Jewish
wamen mentions not Sarah, Rivke,
Rachel, Leah, Devorah, Esther,
Ruth, or Naomi. But name instead.
Golda Meir. Hannah Senesch, and
such  “Progress " reform

The Editor.in-Chief and
Governing Board of The
Observer wish a hearty mazei
tov to Features Co Editor
Barbara Reichtin ‘74 upon her
engagement to Jerry
Wasserman.

Looking For A New Way
To Spend The Weekend?

Chabad Weekend in Crown
Heights

March 2,3— Just for Stern
Students
Free of Charge-See Michal
8G or Gail 4F

“Frras Nashim”
and “"Kol Isha'". The center fold's
Yitle from Mishlei - A Woman of
Valor...who will find her?” cannot
he answered unless we go back to
our Nishei Chayalot. 1o help us
properly define the role of The
Jewish Women. When will we learn
that we need only look to our
cmesdick past. to help us define
sur future?

Leah Horowitz

Fornrer SCW Student

movements as

OPEN TILL & PM.

Special Attention for Social Functions
Large or Small — Over 100 Seats

ESTHER'S KOSHER DAIRY RESTA

145 MADISON AVENUE {Near 33rd $2.) NY.C. — Telophone MU &
Under the ond Rellable of the Well -
4 Expert e Masegonent Haown
Fully Air Conditioned —  Shemer Shabbes
MMMMWI.%M..‘MM“J‘

T&G SHOMER SHABBOS GROCERY"
AND DELICATESSEN
Now lo Viclalty — Giatt koshor
Open Dally from 6:30 am 1o 7:30 pm including Sundays
Cold Shabbos luncheons and Challahs available
Thursday moming - Friday 3:00
120d STRERT — BEYWEEN MADISON AND MPFYTH AVENUES

United Jewish Appealt
’Keep The Promise’’

College Institute-Touro
College-February 25
Ice Cream Party Kickoft-
March 4
March 4.9.College Campaign
U.J.A.

J.D.C., Israel Emergency
Fundand J.J.A.A.

Wedding Invitations
Feotwring Creative Monegrams
and Hobrow Latering
Reuvels Topiun
56 Bennett Ave, N.Y., N.Y, 10033
call 927-7038 {Gves.

pology. An Black
momecs,  Fducarion,
Ph.losophy,
Religion. Science.
Tems
oble

REGAL NOTES

UNDERSTAND PLAYS, NOVELS AND POEMS
FASTER WITH DUR NOTES

Wr e new and we're the bigest! Thousands of

fopres revicwed for quick#r ynderatanding. Our

subiecis antlude not only English, but Anthrg.

$rud €colagy, Eco
History.,  Law, Music,
Scrence. Paychology.

Poivsical
Socrology and Urban Prob.
Send 32 for your caraiog of topics aval-

$Earn Monev$

Participants wanted for
interesting -
social psychological research
concerned
with group dynamics, social
ivdgement,
decision making, and person
perception .
Cali 370-4850
Social Psychology

REGAL NOYES
P Depart ment
3180 Strear, N.W. ¢ oan Lt
Woshingran, DG 30007 Columbia Teachers Coliege at 8:00 P.M. Koch Auditorium.
Tel : 202-333-0201

Is Literarure Dead?

Find out what controversial
scholar-critic Dr. Leslie Fiedler
says-about the demise
of literature on :

Monday, February 26,1973
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l Letters To

The Editor

A Major Complaint
(Continued from Page 3)
junier year. B .

Lack of enrollment in Education
34 for the Fall '72 semester
resulted in the cancellation of this
course at SCW. The student in-
terested in taking it could opt to
take it at Ferkauf Graduate School
of Education-FGSE-that semester,
or, she Could plan to take it in the
-spriffg '73 semester at SCW. We
education majors enrolled for both
courses, Education 34 and
Education 36 on December 5, 1972,
Registration Day for SCW. I was
not until the first day of class in our
Education 34,36 ‘'lab’” held
February 6, 1973, that we were
informed of a “slight” change of
plans.

The facts were presented to us by
Dr. K.: Dr. Sardy, one-third of the
Education Department’s faculty,
took a leave of absense this
semester. As such, we SCW
students would be taking our 2
methods courses at -Ferkauf; on
Monday night from 7-8:40, and
Tuesday night from 5-7:40. Our
initial reactions: shock! Followed
by: disbelief! Result in: con-
frontation of the matter with our
Dean.

Let us examine the issue more
closely:

1) Qur parents pay tuition for-us
to attend SCW and net FGSE.
Should we, as SCW students, not be
entitled to classes at SCW? One
might reason: taking a graduate
course is an opportunity one should
be happy toenjoy! We do recognize
the fact that several students at-
tend graduate school while at-
tending undergraduate school;
lowever, it must be noted that
they do so of their own volition.

2. as -was clarified in our
meeting with the Dean, Dr. Sardy
is on leave of absence without pay-
why could her salary not be spent
on securing a replacement for her?
The University's answer is that it
- & —aI- & —e—

PEPSI KILLS

A concerted nationwide
effort could force Pepsi
torescind her trade
agreement with the U.S.5.R.
Boycott Pepsi Cola,

Patio Soda
Frito-Lay products
Contact Karen Taylor!

saves money in its Budget. But we
ask-does not the University stand
first to serve its students? And, as
such, its first duty must be to en-
sure instructors for us.

3) One may argue; but ensuring
an instructor does net insure a
£ood education for the students. To
this we answer, that may be true
No one denies that our instructors
of FGSE may bebetter or worse
than Dr. Sardy was, or than a
“‘substitute instructor” might have
been. The point is-how can it be
asked of a student, no we say
demanded of her, to make such

rifices? We did not choose to go
from 99 Mondays, 8-8 Tuesdays...
Although these long hours may
seem nothing to some, to students
carrying 18-21 credits, plus a job,
plus tutoring (as part of our
education courses), to say nothing
of assignments, it is quite a burden
to carry.

However, we are grateful to the
University for its willingness to
reimburse the education students
for their additional transportation
cost (to those who feel it a financial
burden to them)...Wish they could
do something to relieve the time
element involved.

Our fourth and most serious
argument is that which should
explain to all of you who do not feel
“involved' in this issue. exactly
why you should be concerned. One
might say, “So what!" So they
cancelled their Ed. courses and
girls go to FGSE! Big deal...And.
to those of you who love to compare
Stern with Yeshiva College, why at
Yeshiva they do this sort of thing
all the time. Y(C takes courses at
Bernard Revel, EMC at JSS... So,
SCW_ will take courses at FGSE,
theTocation aspect (SCW being at
35th and Lexington and FGSE at
13th and 5th Ave) is a mere
technicality...

To altof you who sit there, let us
warn you—this is happening to all
10 of us now, tomorrow it could
happen to you— After all, if we can
do it(?), so can you (7).

And, as a last thought, to those on
the Budget Committee who claim
that courses offered at other
branches of ‘he University need
not be duplicated at Stern, we
sincerely wonder—don't they
realize that this will inevitably,
result in no need for and thus no
longer an existence of Stern
College for Women'! Sincerely.

Junior Class Education Majors

-

_ A New York “Best Bet”
IS Now open every night.

.~
---and three aftemoons a week. New York magazine
devoted a page 1o this "Best Bet” last February--Sky Rink,

The “‘Adopt a Grandparent"
program sponsored by the Torah
Activities Committee, TAC, will
begin this week, announced Judy
Katz, TAC chairman. The program
will be centered at the Park
Crescent Nursing Home on
Riverside Drive and 87th Street,
and will involve 2 number of Stern
College studenfs who volunteer a
lew hours each week to spend with
the elderly residents.

The nursing center is a glatt
kosher. nonsectarian home, but
most of the Jewish people there
have few visitors. The TAC group
hopes that by devoting time for
walking together and getting
acquainted, by helping in arts and
crafts and other recreational
activities, and even by decorating
the lounges. the lonely days ex-
perienced by these people will
brighten. TAC members will soon
ask SCW students to volunteer
their help during the Yomim
Tovim. Students with special
skills. such as musical talent or
fluency in other languages besides
English. as well as SCW and YC
students who can assist with
services, will also be needed. A
zroup of volunteers will initiate the
*‘Adopt a Grandparent™ project on
Thursday. February 22 at 6:30 p.m.
They will meet in the dormitory
lobby and will then tour the home
andexamine its facilities. Students
will then make their own schedule
for visiting.

Also planned by TAC are special
Purim programs at various places
in the city. A group consisting of
dancers, singers. and accordion
players will visit the Jewish Home
for the Aged, on March 11, Rusk
Institute on March 19, and the
Jewish Institute for Geriatric Care
on March 21. TAC members ask all
students willing to volunteer their
time to contact Judy Katz in 9F.

TAC Launches "’Adopt A Grandparent'’ Program

TAC volunteers discuss goals of ‘“Adapt A Grandparent Program.”

Jewish Leaders
Encouraged Key '73

(Continued from Page 3)
journals through which they will
establish a connection between
students and community.

The American Jewish Com-
mittee, who represents the wealthy
Jews of America, founded an in-
stitute to study the Jewish life in
different countries, among which
will be Israel. They also began a
quarterly journal, Present Tense,
to study Jewish problems in Latin
America. But nothing was begun to

critics by claiming, *'It's possible
that the number of non-Jewish
converting to Judaism is as big or
bigger than the number of Jewish
converts,” i.e., the numbers even
themselves out and there is no
reason to be pessimistic. Rabbi
Shurin counters that Jews do not
wish such an exchange. He also
notes that this study was done by
the Hillel Foundation in the Spring
of 1971. The thrust of the Key 73
and Jews for Jesus campaigns
have achieved their main victorjes

combat the shmad paign.

A study from the B’nai Brith
shows that a small number of
Jewish students actually convert.
President Blumber tries to console

Art Exhibit
Will Coincide With
Gottesman Lecture Series

Pictures communicate when
words fail. A picture conveys
moods and feelings that even the
most eloquent among us cannot
express. On March 4, 5, and 6, the
Stern College '‘Art Celebration”
will give students the opportunity
to prove the old adage that ‘‘one
picture is worth a thousand word-
b

All students are invited to
translate and transmit onto the
artist’s pad the feelings and ideas
behind any one of the following
quotations:

Genesis 9:13, 14 (I havé set my
bow in the cloud..))

Genesis 18:12 (and Sarah
laughed within herself. saying:
*After [ am waxed old shall I have
pleasure, my L-rd being old also?")

Samuel 11:13 (Now Hannah, she
spoke in her heart...) .

Judges 5:7 ¢, . .until Thou didst

arise, Deborah that Thou didst
arise a mother in Israel...)

This exercise is not only an
opportunity for the artist to relate
the meaning of the passage, but to
add her own interpretation to the
words. As the emphasis is on the
idea and how it can be transferred
to a surface, the goal is self-
expression rather than artistic
perfection. Amateur artists and
photographers are welcome to
contribute their works.

The celebration will coincide
with the visit of the distinguished
art historian, Dr. Meyer Shapiro,
for the Gottesman Lecture Series.
All who participate in the art
celebration will have the op-
portunity to hear Dr. Shapiro on
Tuesday morning, March 6.
Entries will be exhibited so that all
may join in the communication of
the idea

in 1972 and 1973.

The Reform Rabbis only an-
nounced their fright in December,
1972, their main point being, *“Who
will save our children from these
large planned campaigns?" They
have taken no positve action,
however.

In noting the absence of positive
action against missionary activity,
Rabbi Shurin quoted Chaim
Liberman, who used to cry that the
Jewish house is on fire. Where do
we take ten crazy people whe are
ready to go out and break the
windows and doors of our supposed
leaders? Nobody answers the call
of our great old Rabbis for better
Jewish education." Why don’t the
organizations answer their call?
What is worse is that the three
largest Jewish organizations
belittle the -outcry against
missionary activity, a crisis even
Reform rabbis have - suddenty
noted. Maybe the Reform rabbis
should break the windows and
doors of the organizational leaders.
Yes, concludes Rabbi Shurin, the
Jewish house is on fire, but woe to
the present firemen!

sonlyy und.

Tel: 565-2020,

Olympic-size Indoor tink. The expanded public winter

schedule s now in effect: every evening from 8:30 to 11 p.m. .
{Admission $2.50); Wed., Sat,, Sun. afternoons 3 to 5:15 ($2).
Sky Rink offers everything for every kind of skater. Checking
tacilities, lockers, private instruction and classes, skate
rentat ($1), skate shop (*One of the most accommodating

in the city"), snack bar. Conwenlently located 2 blocks west
of Pann Station, Sky Rink, 450 W, 33rd Street, NYC.

Sky Rink Skating School 239-8386

sky

Yavneh Presents

““When Should Jews Abandon Their Communities’’
Symposium
March 6 at Yeshiva College

With a list of Qutstanding Rabbis

and Community L.eaders including
Rabbi Louis Bernstein-R.C.A. President
Herman Kahn-President of Washington

Hts. Jewish Community Federation

David Fisch-National Executive Director of J.D.L.
Rabbi Samuel Schrage-Executive Director of

Mayor's Neighborhood Action Program

Bus leavesscw oY U at 7:15P.m.
Reserve seats with Nomi Gutman in 2B

§  Dicosnt for AN Shiew Gich

ST

172 MADISON AVINUR
. Mow Yok, WY, 10006

o 950

mere. known
professer. Clats (orming mew

READING SKILLS 864-5112
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The Seminar Experience

(Continued from Page 7)

A letter came to me last week
from one of the girls who had been
i my bunk. She was writing, she
explained. because she was lonely.
1t had been her first Seminar, and
she just wanted to fell someone
how much she missed it. She had
bought a record of Jewish music
there. She plays it now twice a'day
(" Seminar. It 's so difficult to retain
its~memaries. and yet so im-
pussible to crase them. The
“record’ that T brought home with
e\ as_~a. reminder of my
thoughts. together wjth a pile of
white papers- the official
evaluation forms of Seminar. [ felt
that I had to study them before |
handed them over tn Seminar’s
planners. to see what “‘my girls.”
all H-year old first-timers, had to
say about the experience. Some of
their remarks wepa very beautiful
When asked which part of Seminar
she liked most., one girl responded.
‘The Sabbath. I never went
through anything like this before.”
Another answered, .. .the dancing
and singing together. It really
made me feel like | belonged here

hecause everyone was so close to
ecach other™ And that, coming
from a girl so quiet and painfully
shy that at the beginning of
Seminar she had hardly been able
to xay & word to anyone. Just

before she left, she began to cry: as
she told me that everyone had been
sonice that she had even been able
fo make friends. and now she felt
right ai heme
The most important part of
Seminar. two girls felt, was the
visit by a group of patients from
the llebrew Home for the Aged.
The, bld people left in tears after
vithessing the singing. dancing,
~and davening, but few of us ex-
pected to see the Seminarians
swarm lo them with such delight
when they entered, attend to them
with such care while they stayed,
or cry with such pain when ¢
left. 1t was a really beautiful
thing,” one girt wrote. "It made
me happy to see us making others
happy.”* A second girl felt this was
“the most touching part of
seminar. By learning Judaism
{together.” she said, *we helped o
bring some joy into their lives.”
Someone else wrote that the ruach

was the most vital aspect of
Seminar “Withou!  spirit
ceverything would be dull. We need
it to heep together” The un-

derhnmg s mine The lesson she
earned s all hers )

Teould go onand on, about the 14-
year ald who told me, T love the
tearming and  everything  at
Semmar <o nuch, I'm not even
tooking at the girls ™ And he meant
it O the girl of 15 who patiently
explinned to one of her friends
during Ma'ariv that she couldn't
talk to her now because “this is the
fime | have set aside to pray.” The
next dav. the two girls davened
together and later she told me that
they had suddenly found the
davening to be so inexplicably
heautiful that they both began to
ory

-t the dast night. slides of the
week's events were shown. The
final one seemed to epitomize the

beauty and- the meaning of
Semmar A group of Seminarians
Was pazng at o Sefer Torah,

unrofled stightly and held up high
before them. as & rabbi carefully
pointed out to them the lettering on
the scroll. The glow on their faces
is something 1 cannot describe and
will never forget

You may be saying by now that
Seminar is an overly idealized,
wholly emotionalistic ap-
proximation of the reality of
Orthodox Jewish life. And you may
be right. Yet the impact of Seminar
on the lives of countless young
pedple will probably never be fully
measured or understood. The
proportion of its participants who
are influenced to leave their
various lifestyles in deference to a
life of frumkeit is extremely high.
but the reasons for this success are
difficult to discern. It is more than
the gradual development over the

years of whal amounts to an
almost failsafe “‘formula” and
method of presentation., for

Seminar 1s no automatically
dispensed. pre-packaged com-
modity. 1t is more than the pain-
staking selection of the instruction
and guidance staffs, or the per-
petual ruach. or the carefully
structured classes and discussions
There is some magic. intangible
ingredient that somehow manages
to attract Jews from diversified
backgrounds to a common love of
Torah. 1+save seen the miracle
oceur so many times—first as a
Seminarian myself, more recently
as an advisor--ye! 1 still cannot
even come close to understanding
what 1 have witnessed.

A large number of Stern and YC
students can trace the origin of
their interest in Yiddishkeit, and
the force behind their eventnai
decision to attend YU, back to a
Seminar or similar event at some
time in their past. The oppertunity
to participate in such dynamie,
successful. and crucial programs
as these of Seminar, NCSY, or
College Youth for Torah shonld not
be overlooked—neither hy these
students who. though unfamiliar
with the above, would still like to
aid in the re-awakening of Jewish
feeling in our youth.

Letters To The Editor

\ Littie Nelp From Friends

To The Editor:

I would fike to describe a rather
extraordinary experience. 1 can
only think of it in shock and
disbelief as T look back.

The other night,  was carrying a
lot of belongings, waiting for the
elevator on my floor in the dorm. 1
was ill and in a very weakened
condition. T decided out of
desperation to ask the next person
I saw for a hand. °

The “next person™ was a neigh-
bor of mine on the floor, an
acquaintance, but no more.

**Could you help me carry these
things” I'm really weak.”

She giggled. “Just a minute!”
and she ran back to her room and
stuck her head in the door. “Hey,
there's someone out here you can
do a mitzvah for!™

“Stomach

“Am I the one you're going to do
a mitzvah for? Well, I could use
some hetp. . "

They looked me over. They
looked at each other. They giggled.

“‘What's wrong with you?"’
upset.”” Were they only
interested in the clinical details?

“You're stomach’s upset?”
asked my benefactor. ‘'Hey her
stomach’s upset!”’ she said to her
roommate. They giggled.

“‘Are you sure you can handle
it?" asked the roommate.

Maybe they didn’t think I was
sick enough to merit help. I'd
better make it seem more serious.
‘Something’s wrong with my
digestion."”

“Wrong with your digestion?"”
asked the first ene. “'Hey, there's
something  wrong with her
digestion.”

Women Explore Their Relation
To Judaism and Halacha

(Continued from Page 1)

Once assembled on the stage,
however, they proceeded to
criticize the hourgeois® nature of
the convention, which had ex-
cluded them because of their
inability to pay the convention fee
of thirty dollars. {Network officials
Jater reported that they had been
offered a ten dollar fee, which they
refused.) Since the lesbians
refused to leave, the session was
closed and all the delegates
proceeded to their small group
workshops.

.Perhps one of the most im-
portant things to come out of this
convention was the extablishment

Join The Juniors
At Cafe Yaffo
For TheirBlind Date Party
On March 8th
for more infor cali:
MUs-5900ext. 10G, 7G

Buy SCW T-Shirts
In3F

of a Halachic Caucus. This group
met four times during the weekend
to discuss how to attain new op-
tions for women committed to
remaining within halacha. One
proposal involved working with
Torah Umesorah and the Rab-
binical Council of America toward
rectifying inequalities in Jewish
education for women. A committee
to review elementary school
textbooks was also formed.

The highlight of "the convention
was the Sunday morning panel
discussion on Jewish Women and
Halacha. Rabbi Saul Berman,
Rabbi Irving Greenberg, and
Rabbi Joseph Polak endeavored to
eXplain both halachic and cultural
standards juxtaposed against the
needs of our age. Rabbis’ Berman
and Polak, although. pessimistic
about the likelihood of immediate
changes, expressed belief jn the
validity of the halachic s;ktem.
Gireenberg differed with his
collegues when he declared that if
there is no movement by halachic
leadership today, one may resist

City Awakens
To Cry Of Jewish Poor

(Continued from Page 4)
staff. The elderly, who constitute
roughly two thirds of the
population of Jewish poor. are
aided by JASA, the Jewish
Association of Services to the
Aging, whose offices are located in
such Jewish communities as
Williamsburg and the Lower East
Side. Jews have been aided by
training programs such as “Jobs
‘70.”" There are Yeshivot which
have accepted school-age children
al reduced fees, thereby enabling
parents to cope with the probiem of
providing religious education for
large families. In Rabbi Green-
wald's words, those organizations
which have as yet given little at-
tention  to  Jewish poverty are
‘turning the corper.”

Necessary programs do exist.
These vital services can be ex-

WORLD CAMPUS
AFLOAT

Discover the World on Your

panded if Jews do not lose con-
sciousness of the need for their
existence. As Rabbi Greenwald
stresses, Jews should not be
hesitant or ashamed to specifically
and openly orient their actions to
Jews and Jewish needs. Nor should
Jews hesitate to demand from
government agencies their rightful
share of available resources. Only
unity and organization can provide

needed solutions lo urgent
problems.
WANTED
Contributions For Ashes n*
Sparks73
Stern College’s own literary
magazine

will be published this spring
Your dartwork, poetry, short
stories,
critical essays, and other work
wilt be heartily welcomed

by pping outside their bounds
and may create a new halachic
system based on G-d's version of
the perfect world in Genesis.
There, he explained, there was
absolute equality between men and
women, and each individual was of
absolute value and absolute
uniqueness.

And she ran down the hall,
shrilling wildly.

A few minutes later, the elevator
came and I loaded my helongings
on myself. @
Aileen Pollack

Gottesman Series
Features Art Critic

Dr. Meyer Shapire,
Professor of Art History and
Archaeology at Columbia and a
well known figure in the field of
art, will be the guest speaker at the
Benjamin Gottesman Lecture
Series, to be held at Stern College
on March 5 at 4:30 p.m. In addition
to the formal lectures on the topic
*“*Words and Pictures on the Literal
and Symbolie in the Nlustration of
a Tex!,” Dr. Shapiro will meet
informally with faculty and
students and conduct seminars at

Yeshiva University’s un-
dergraduate centers the entire
week.

Dr. Shapiro, the second faculty
member at Columbia to gain the
rank of University Professor, is an
authority in the field of early
Christian medieval and modern art
and the theory of art. His works
include numerous articles and
monographs on these subjects as
well as books on Cezanne and Van
Gogh.

The Benjamin Gottesman
Lecture Series was established at
Yeshiva University last year. The
first lecturer was Dr. Phillip
Handler, president of the National
Academy of Sciences. N
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Gesher Presents:
The Role of the Gola
in The Future of Israel
by Rabbi Saut Berman
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