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I.B. Singer To
Honor Dr. M. Epstein

By Sandy Katz

The newly renamed Dr.
Morris Epstein Forum of the
Arts will present Isaac Bashevis
Singer as its opening speaker on
Wednesday, February 20. A
renowned Jewish author, Singer
is a descendant of a Chassidic
family. He writes in Yiddish and
his works are translated into
English.

Isaac Bashevis Singer is’
famous for his many books,
among them In My Father's
Court, his autobiography and
presentation of extremely ob-
servant life. Singer is interested
in mysticism, in Kabbalah, and
evil in the world. In contrast, he
also writes and has received
awards for children's books. He
has retold classical Yiddish folk

tales and has shown_ the
relationship between folklore
and art.

Isaac Bashevis Singer's ap-
pearance as ihe first speaker at
this year's Forum of the Arts
holds special significance. A
personal friend of the late Dr.

The Stern College Faculty
Assembly met Tuesday,
February 19, and passed the
Senate's new language
requirement proposal. Under
the new requirement,
students beginning  a
language on (he 0102 level
will be required 1o complete
the 12 level. Students en-
tering a language course on
the 1-2 level, will be expected
to complete the 3-4 level. In
many inslanees, this will cut
student Janguage
requirements by one year, so
ihat a student will be able to
take more eleclive courses
and acquire a more rounded
liberal education. Fear of the
previous lengthy language
requirement when starting a
new language will no longer
discourage prospective
students from enrolling a?
Siern.

The Editorial Board of The
Observer commends the
Facully Assembly on their
decision 10 pass Senate's
proposal.

Morris Epstein, it seems most
appropriate that he should be the
first participant in the lecture
series which Dr. Epstein
initiated and directed.

The second speaker in this
year’s Forum will be Amos Elon,
on February 26 at 8:00 P.M Mr.
Elon is a renowned Israeli
writer, is the author of The
Israelis; Founders and Sons. His
topic will be “The Israeli
Intellectual after the October
War." .

A new intermediate Kollel has
been started. Each Monday
evening at 8:00 p.m. in the
Orange Lounge, a Chumash
Shiur is given. Chumash
Devorim is being studied, with
the emphasis on textual work.

TAC Lecture Teaches Mifzvah

V’ahavta Lreacha C’mocha

The mitavah 1o love one’s
neighbor as one's seli is cerlainiy
most puzzling. The source, as
iransiated in Parshat Kedoshim.
Chapter 10 reads: “One shouldn’t
show vengeance towards
anyone, lowards your people,
love your neighbor as you love
yoursel{—I am the L-rd.”

A number of difficulties arise:
Firsily, the commandmeni is to
love your neighbor as you love
yourself. Whal about the person
who feels a sense of hatred
towards himself? Is he to feel
this hatred 1owards others as
well? Surely this mitzvah could
not command such a (hing!

A second problem is the idea of
love as'a commandment. Can one
actually be commanded to love?

I is written in the Gemorah
thal one is not allowed to
damage, i.e. wound, one's parent.
What if a surgeon must perform
an operation on his own parent?
Daoes he have the right to infliet
injury even though it is for an
eventual cure? ‘Here, in-

cidenlally, the Gemorah speaks
of drawing blood as a method
used to make a person well by
draining him of all his “bad”
blood. Ii has been extended to
modern surgical methods of
today.

Gemorah Kedushia brings
down still another facel of this
mitzvah: ‘A bridegroom is
prohibited to marry untii he has
seen his bride, lest  upon
marrying her he may find things
wrong with her which

Rabbi David Ribrer discusses “love”.

The surgeon musi therefore
come to the conclusion that he
would, in the same cir-
cumsiances, perform this
necessary surgery on himself.
Here, too, we see “V'ahavta
L'reacha ‘Camocha™ applied.

Herman Wouk Stresses Jewish Identity

~ In Address to Dean’s List Luncheon

To anyone who has kept an eye
on the Best Seller List, The
Winds of War is a familiar title.
At the annual Dean's List
Luncheon the students and
faculty of Yeshiva College and
Stern College were privileged (o
hear the author of this work and
many other well known novels,
Herman Wouk, expound on the
subject of the two languages of
morality.

Mr. Wouk, a former professor
of English .at Yeshiva College,
began his discussion of his high
school days at Manhattan
Talmudic Academy. He related
how he (ravelled to school by
subway after learning Gemorah
with his grandfather. However.
instead ~ of reviewing the
Gemorah, he would read novels.
To him. the novel presented a
more accurate picture of reality.

Careers Explored
March 11-14

By Helen Stark

The Guidance Departments of
both Stern and Yeshiva Colleges
have announced that their
Careers Days Program will take
place during the week of March
11. The program will consist of
lectures invelving both career
oppertunities and training and
will be given by outstanding
leaders and professionals in their
respective fields.

The program ol Monday,
March 11, wili deal with the field
of psychology. special education,
and social work, On Tuesday, the
lectures will concentrate on
medicine, dentistry, chemistry.

and speech pathology. Wed-
nesday night, students will be
addressed concerning jhe op-
portunilies in computer science,
math, and physies, in addition to
careers in Jewish education,
community service, and the
rabbinate. Career Week will end
on Thursday, March 14, when
careers concerning law and
government will be discussed.

All lectures will take place in
Room 501 at Furst Hall, at 8:00.
Further information can be
obtained from Rabbi Marcus in
the Y.U. Guidance Office.

By Milly Willner

Although Mr. Wouk later

chose a career ig writing he did
not give up his identification

ihe sequel to The Winds of War,
in which he intends to deal
extensively with the Holocaust.

Herman Wouk

with Judaism. Wouk proudly
informed his audience that he
carries with him a Gemorah
which he studies as often as
possible.

Wouk then discussed lhe
nature of art. In his opinion, art
should be used as a medium of
expression of the artist’s values
and of his own concept of
morality. However, Lhe dif-
ference befween good art and
bad art lies in the degree of
subtlety employed by the author.
Art which blatently proclaims its
message loses its richness. Wouk
labelled the two different Lypes
of art as prescriptive and
descriptive. Prescriptive art will
clearty define the opinion of its
creator. However. in descriptive
art, one must read between the
lines in order 10 catch the artist's
moral stance.

After a question and answer
period, Mr. Wouk left to return
te his home in Washington, D.C.
There he is currently working on

enable him to begin hating her.’

Rambam states that this
mitzvah is a positive com-
mandment, though others refute
his thinking. One's love and
kindness for another should be as
that which he has for himself in
regard to financial dealings,
physical comforts and his place of

dwelling. Anything which dne
wishes for himself should be the
same that he wishes for neigh-
bor.

Yad Halev. however, im-
mediately contradicts Rambam.
It is not natural for love to
depend on the will of a being: one
canno! be forced to love another
human being. Rambam seems to

place the degree of loving in a .

malerialistic sense, to love every
man .in - Israel as you love
yourself, by making sure he is
economically secure and healthy.
In a positive sense one should be
careful with a friend’s money as
he is careful with his own.
This concept - may also be
understood in a negative sense
which leads (0 a positive act.
Just as one wouldn't want any
damage or harm brought upon
himself, so he should be eareful
not 1o cause any unnecessary
damage or harm 1o his friend. In
Gemorah Shabbot a  non-Jew
came before Shamei and said "I
will convert only on the condition
(Continued on page 5}

Dr. Bernard Lewis To
Speak At Gottesman Series

By Gail Epstein

The Annual Benjamen Got-
tesman Lecture Series will take
place this year during the week
of March 10. The guest speaker
is Dr. Bernard Lewis whose topic
is ‘“‘History-Remembered,
Recovered, Invented.” There
will be a lecture in Lamport
Auditoirum on Sunday, March
10, at 2:00, in Stern College on
Tuesday, March 12, at 4:00, and
in Silver Hall on Thursday,
March 14, at 2:45.

Dr. Bernard Lewis is &
Professor of History of the Near
and Middle East at the
University of London. and has
wriiten several books in his field.
Aside from his various teaching
positions, he has served the
British government in its in-

. L .
\elligence operations and in the
Foreign Office. After spending
time in Israel, he will be the
guest of Yeshiva University for
one week, during which time the
Lecture Series will take place.

Dr. Lewis has agreed to meet
with small groups of students
and faculty in addition to the

three main lectures. Seminars

and symposiums can be set up
upon request. Dean Mirsky has
asked the faculty members for
suggestions regarding seminars
and has informed them that Dr.
Lewis may partieipate in any of
their courses. Studenis as well
are urged to offer their
suggestions and take full
advantage of this unique op-
portunity.
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) Shabbos Draft

Due 10 1he efforts of a most effective Shabbos
Commitiee, spending the weekend at Stern is
nol an ominous prospect. Yet it is very
disheartening when there are only 1hirty girls in
2 big cafeteria from a dormitory of a few hun.
dred siudents.

As the year goes by, we would not like to see
a recurrence of the annual “there are not enough
girls staying for Shabbos.” It is very important
that Stern College have Shabbos“facilities vpen
to her student body. Only through the
cooperation of the dormitory residents can 1his
situation be averted.

The response of the Y.U. boys to the minyan
adds o the difficulty of making a nice Shabbos.
Davening in a minyah and hearing Kriat
HaTorah is vital to the total Shabbes ai-
masphere. We, of the Observer, call upon the
student body of Stern and Yeshiva to cooperale
in creating the proper spirit of Shabbos.

Kol Ha'kavod

The Observer staff and the entire
student body wish to commend the nine
studenty-Wwhwe recently left to volunteer
on Kibbutz in Israel. They are Esther
Axelman, Dale Eichenbaum, Sharon
Feinerman, Sandie Friestat, Beth-
Kirshenbaum, Anna Lipshitz, Gwen Sck,
Susan Schochet, and Sharon Yellin.

Most of the students are now on
Kibbutzim of the Beit Shean Valley. In
addition to working on Kibbutz, they will
have parttime classes with professors
from Bar Ilan, together with thirty Y.U.
students, who are on the same program.

THE OBSERVER

SHALOM!

“Where can I sign in?”

“Where can I sign out?”

“Where is the library? The gym? The
cafeteria?”

‘These questions have baffled our
incoming freshmen for the past three
weeks. The commotion of registration,
the bizarre roommates from the
netherworlds, the long skirts, the willl-
make-new-friends or the maybe-I-should-
have-stayed-in-high-school-another-s-
emester syndromes have befuddled

Stern's early admission freshmen. We ofn/

the Editorial Staff, heartily wish them an
intellectually and spiratually productive
stay in the best college on 34th Street.
Welcome!

SHALOM?

/

Israeli policy has been humbled by the
agreement signed al Kilometer 101. The strong
pressure which -the United States exerted an
Israel for disengagement of the troops on (he
Egyptian front, illustrates the unilateral
responsibility the World places in Israel's hands
brja peace solution. Israel was foreed 1o make

ficessions. The conditions of the January 18th
agreement have been a blow to the post-1967
image of the victorious Isragli. Israel hopes to
return her people 1o a civilian life; to live in
peace with her Arab neighbors. We
acknowledge the disengagement of troops in
hope and prayer 1hat this will-bring a genuine
cease-fire in the Middle East,

Letters to the Editor
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= Gittel's Z’man

The Four Year
Paranoia .
by -Anita Gittelman

went to
members

Stern women carry with them speak to faculty

Dear Editor:

I have just finished reading
Anita Gittelman's column in the
January "3rd issue” of The,
Observer.

I have had the privilege of
counting Anita among my
students and 1, therefore,
arrogate to myself the right to
comment upon her stalements.

1 know Anita 1o be a devoted
and dedicated person who feels
strangly and deeply for Torah
and her remarks regarding Stern
College do not come 10 me as a
surprise.

Nevertheless, T feel con
straiped to react to her artiele.
There is ajwiys room for more
Torah study and greater Torah
abservance. 1 am. of course, only
A partiime member of  the
Faculty hut my experience at
Stern has shown that by and
large there is a sincere and
honest devotion to Torah values
within the siudent body at Stern.
I never cease 10 be amazed by
the depth of feeling for Judaism
and for the observance of every
day-dinim that T detected in most
students with whom | have had
contacr. In fact, 1 sometimes
wish that the outside world
would get what [ consider to be
the 1rue picture of what is being
done at Stern by and for the
students,

i s true that. as Anita says,
the dress code was changed to
permit the wearing of  dress
pants. which she sates as an
vxample’” of  the  Spiritual
deficieney ar Niern. Without
Koing into 1the various halachie
aspeers ol this probiem, 1 do not
Rink it s Tair ta éate this as an

example of cerin death”. ]
have adwavs felt that mudesty as
reflected in the sndefinable term

Zniuth i~ something that has to
be sonveyed through the study

of Torah and will not be suc
cessfully accomplished by being
imposed upon from above.
Whether or not 2 student al
Stern is influenced by —her
studies will depend upon how{ghe
looks upon the Faculty and how
the Faculty looks upon her. In
other words; if a Faculiy
member is called “Professor” or
“Lecturer” or “Instructor™ then
the likelihood of exercising any
appreciable influence is very
minimal. If. on the other hand.
the Faculty member is looked
upon as  “Rebbe” then the
student becomes a Talmid or, in
our case, a Talmidah. I is this
Rebbe-Talmid relationship that
perhaps needs more stressing al
Stern and which will remedy
many of the problems mentioned
by Anita.

Finallv. the very fact tha
Anita fecls and writes as she
does proves the viability and
success of Stern College. We do
noi want our students to be
satisfied with the siandard of
Yiddishkeii at Stern: we want
them 1o increase their own
devotion and dedication (o
Torah. Anita Gittelman and her
wrilings are a sure sign thal we
are succeeding.

Very sincerely yours,
Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld

To The Editor;

The editorial "To Type or not
toType” in The ©Observer
suggested that a typing room be
et aside in the dorm. Room 10C
is unofficially used for typing
now. Let us make it the offieial
¥ptng room. -

hiappy when [ can
ing problems of the
dorm residents. Stop by my
office if you want to speak with
me. whether about the typing
room or abom anything else.
1Rabbi Louis Finkelman

Dear Editor:

I was disturbed o read a
commuter's letter to the editor
berating the Office of the Dean
and Registrar's office for not
telling her whether or nmot it
“paid for her” to come to school
on an icy day. I wonder about the
deciding factor. Did she really
believe that all of her teachers
couldn't make it in that day, or
does she have a minimum
requirement before she makes
the trip? Not a single facuity
member would consider not
coming in because half his class
would not show up. Indeed, I
know of members who travelled
long distances only to find
classes of two or three. The
indignation on the part of the
commuter is a sign of growing
laxity on the part of Stern
College students.

Ellen Robinson

Dear Editor,

I recently had the “pleasure”
of seeing the movie The Way We
Were. For the most part the
picture was enjoyable but one
particular elemen( distressed
me, since I am a Jew living in a
world grown amenable to
assimilation.

The movie is a simple love
story, but somehow the fact that
the girlis Jewish and her lover is
not. gets intermingled in the
action. This fact has absolutely
no relevance (o the story. My
question is—was this done
because the only parts Streisand

. ean play dre Jewish girls, or was

it done because of the growing
trend of this type of relationship
and its general acceptance? I can
offer no answer, but I feel it was
done because of a  growing
condonation of interreligious
marriage. I advise anyone with
conscientious Jewish feelings to
stay clear of this movie. (Resides
from a purely artistic viewpoint,
you're not missing much.)
Deborah Kamaras

//

an inexplicable paranoia during
their undergraduate years. How
often they mingle with a varied
group of college students, and
when asked which school they
attend, Stern women suddenly
develop acute cases of laryngitis.
This indicates that the Sern
woman either is ashamed of her
sehool or is ashamed of her fellow
students. Both are unfounded.
In fact, Stern College carries a
high reputation among graduate
schools due to its intensive dual
program of religious and secular
studies. Outside of New York
tate, it is  considered
prestigious 1o attend Stern
College because it iridicates that
the student is interested in
continuing her Jewish education
as well as earning a B.A.
In view of this, why has Stern
College become a private joke

among its students? Stern
College still * has certain
weaknesses in its curriculum,

and the administration is guilty
of “letting-ge™ certain excellent
teachers who may qualify for
tenure. However, the overall
improvements made these past
four years illustrate the ad-
ministration's and the faculty's
willingness to listen to students
and to work with them in im-
proving Stern's edueational
facilities.

Students wha harbor com-
plaints against the school as
such, must firsi examine their
personal actions. Obviously,

specific problems cannot be
rectified unless a student
registers the complaint or

suggestion. She would be even
more successful if she devised
alternate solutions 1o  her
problem and worked through
student government channels to
initiate reforms.

Students must realize that
they often have themselves to
blame. For example, the faculy

“voled on the new language
requirement_proposal yesterday.
How many students were aware
that this issue was being
discussed tas was stated in The
Wbserver)” How many siudents

regarding  this
proposal? Students are not
making full use of their rights to
attend Senalte meetings or to
introduce new issues (o the
Senate’'s agenda. Instead,
student government leaders and
representatives are forced to do
most of 1he work themselves and
simultaneously they musi listen
to uninvolved students complain.
This is demoralizing and it
weakens student power.

As it is unjust for students to
be ashamed of the school, it is
equally unjust for students to be
ashamed of their fellow students.
Several Stern women have
displayed admirable dedication
towards improving Stern's
religious, intellectual, and
aesthetic atmosphere. For in-
stance, Siudent Council is
funding several active
organizations. TAC this year has
initiated the new Mesifta
L‘Banot evening Kollel program
and planis to publish a bookle
dealing with Megillat Ruth. In
addition, TAC is offering a
weekly lecture series and
publishing different in-
terpretations dealing with
weekly parsha. There will be an
issue of Ashes and_ Sparks
published in the Spring. which
will represent students’ literary
and artistic talents. And, of
course, there is also the bi-
monthly publication of The
Observer, which strives to be a
Jewish student journal as well as
Stern’s official newspaper. With
sludents _participating in ac-
tivities such as these, there is
certainly no cause for shame.

Students must realistically
evaluate their school and their
fellow students. No institution or
student activily can be stronger
than its staff. Stern women have
illusirated that they care about
their  education, whether
received inside a classroom or by
their individual pursuits. With
increasing involvement and
dedication, Stern students can
make Stern College a source of
pride to everyone.
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Syrians Perpetrate Cruelties

Yakov Levy |r.| listens to POW parents.

the
Junction had his eyes gouged.

It siarted with a whisper, a tap
on the shoulder. and a voice no
vne expected (o hear. The Arabs

attacked Israel and the Yom
Kippur War began. The actual
fighting might have stopped

although there is stll sporadic
fighting in the Golan Heights and
at the Suze Canal; but the war is
not over. A battle is still being
foughti—not in the hills of the
Grolan, but al conference tables
and rallies. The battle is being
fought by The Committee for the
POW'S and MIA'S in Syria, a
commitiee not affiliated with any
government ageney. There are
approximately 80100 families
involved in an effort 10 receive
information regarding their sons,
fathers, and husbands who are
still prisoners in Ryria. Their aim

is to mobilize  public opinion,
support and 1o pressure the
Syrian government.
According 10 the Geneva
Convention.  exchange  of
prisoners’ nimes and  getling -
proper medical care for them

must take place even during the
actual war, Israel gave Syria the
lists of their prisoners names,
bul Syria did not.even allow Lhe
Red Cross to aid 1hese prisoners.
This is inhuman! No1 only are the
Syrians torturing the prisonerss
bui  they are torturing the
families of these prisoners with
fearful uncertainty.

Twa representatives of the
committee spoke recently at a
press conference called by Yaa
v. Viee-Consul General, at
aeli Consulate. Both Mrs.
Achju Havkin and Mr. Aharon
1 have sons who are still

Syrian prisoners. Mrs. Havkin

learned of her son's capture in

the Golan  when  Syrian

- propaganda films were shown on
an Israeli news broadcast. She
has not heard from him since his
capture. Mr. Ariel's son was also
fighting in the Golan Héights. He
learned of his son’s capture when
friends saw him on a news film
on lelevision. Mr. Ariel knows
his son was wounded becange he
saw pictures of his son wearing
bandages with his left sleeve
emply.

Many families aren’t so for-
tunate as to know that their sons
are alive in Syria. Many parents
and wives are waiting for men
who will never come back.

Syria has committed gross
alrocities against  Israeli
prisoners. There is evidence
from Syrian soldiers who fell into
Israeli hands, that at the Hermon
strong-point five Israel prisoners
with their hands ied, were
maltreated, struck with rifle-
butts and then killed. The blows
and cries of the Israeli prisoners
were heard throughout the
strong-point. When Tt was
recaplured the bodies of five
Israeli soldiers were found by
the Israeli defense forces. It is
assumed that these are the
bodies of 1he same five Israelis.

Investigations into the cir-
cumstances of the deaths
(murders) of Israeli POW's

unrovered information regarding
their inhuman (reatment. For
instare, an Israeli soldier

murdered al Hushneya

Syrian prisoners in Israeli
hands have testifed thal Syrian
soldiers physically abused a
yroup of twenty-four Israeli
prisoners when (hey were being
marched from the Hermon
sirong-point to the Syrian lines!
They were beaten. knifed and
struck with rifle butts. Another
Syrian prisoner teslified that he
and other Syrian soldiers
rampled upon the heads of six
Isracli soldiers, the crews of two
Iscaeli 1anks that had been hit.
This barbarism was commitied
while 1he Israeli soldiers were
still alive,

The list of atrocities com
mitted can continue indefinitely.
Their most heineous crime was
o destroy such evidence as

identity .dises and cards which
would identify Israeli.dead. The
families of these Israeli dead are
in limbo. They pray that one day
they, will be re-united with their
fathers, husbands, and sons.
Until that day. they will continue
1o fight for them. The Israelis are
such a people. This commiliee, in

particular. will fight for their
basic-—righis. granted by the
Geneva Convention

Israeli co ar Henjamin

Abileail said, e greater the
realization of their humanitarian

right—-the greater our in
volvemen! should be.”
Individuals  should involve

themselves in this fight for the
reclification of this injustice. Mr.
Ariel urges the public to write (o
all officials that are connected
with this, including President

Assal of Syria and Mr. Kurt
Waldhiem. Secretary-Geuneral of
the U.N. expressing your

reseniment towards the way this
issue has been handled thus far.
Do not Syrian leaders sym-
pathize with 500 Syrian mothers,
whuse sons could be brought
hack hy exchange?

“The aim of the Syrian people
is (o break the will of 1he iIsraeli)
people—but they achieved the
opposite.” said Mr. Ariel. "There
heen no weakening in our

V'Hamayvin Yavin :

I\ Time -

€

A Most

Precious Gift

Time. It will probably take you
ten seconds (o read this sen-
tence. Where have these ten
seconds gope? Multiply them by
six and a minute passes. Time
can never be recapfured.

Think of the minutes one
wastes in the course of the day,
or the hours which could have
been used for introspection, self
improvement, or study. These
minutes could have been cap-
tured for eternity had 1h@y been
lived on a higher level of con
sciousness.

One purpose of the mitzvet is
to awaken us to higher levels of
time awareness. For that reason,
halacha encompasses every
aspec! of human existence, from
man-lo-man relationships 1o the
ac! of tying the left shoe before
the right one.

Brachot are one out of many
means of salvaging the un
conscious minutes. The action of
making the bracha elevates the
actual second prior to eating.

This idea will help us to better

by Boni Nathan

understand the concept of the
tzadik, a person who has become
ultrasensitized towards the
passage ol time during the
length of his day. From the early
morning when he opens his eyes
he is compelled to thank G-d for
granting him another day of
existemce. The Modeh Ani
elevates the very second in
which it is pronounced. He must
proceed to wash his hands in a
manner which requires much
concentration because of the
intricacies of the laws pertaining
to washing.

And perhaps this idea might
hint 10 one of the many redsons
why women are not commanded
to perform all thé positive
commandments which - are
bounded by time. Because of
their biological construct, women
are said 10 be more sensitive
towards the passage of time than
are men.

As the Baal Shem Tov said: “A
man is where his thoughts reside
at Lhe momen!.”

JORDAN —~Sources in Amman
have released information
stating that the United States
has been supplying the Jor-
danian army with the same type
of sophisticatéd antitank missiles
used by Israel during the Yom
Kippur War. These missiles are
capable of destroying a tank at a
distance of several (housand
years. It is the first time that
the United States has ever
supplied weapons of such
strength 1o an Arab country.
These missiles fill a sizable gap in
the Jordanian arsenal. This
shipment was ordered by Jordan
before the war as part of the
United - States annual military
assistance program,

BUENOS AIRES —The
friendly ties that Argentina had
with Israel might be affected due
(o a number of agreements made

. with Libya including the opening

of embassies in the two coun-
iries, guarantees of oil and
cultural exchanges.

A.) TEL AVIV-Top-
ranking Sephardic leaders
warned at a convention that
Israel would evolve into two
separate societies unless
measures were taken to equalize
the alleged domination by
Ashkenazic Jews:- of the
government, Labor party and

national institutions. Those
present {(a cabinet minister,
Knesset members, Sephardic

members of the Labor party, and
Histadrut executives) discussed
such sensitive issues as the
persistent social gap between
Israelis of Oriental and European
origin and alleged diserimination
against Oriental Jews in ap-
pointments to ambassadorial,
ministerial and other important
posts.

{J.T.A.) NEW YORK—Jewish
survivors of the Holocaust—new
living in the United States—are
calling an all day conference on
February 17 because they
believe that “the world has
shown the same indifference to
the fundamental right to live in
peace and freedom as the world
showed in World War II 10 the

JEWISH NEWS

murder of innocent Jews by the
Nazis." The conference is
sponsored by the American
Federation- of Jewish Fighters,

Camp Inmates and Nazi Victims,”

Inc. They will discuss issues such
as “The Ways in Which Jewish
Survivors Can Remind All
Mankind That The Consequences
of Indifference Can Lead To
Total Mass Murder,”™ and
“Furthering The Education of

American Jewish Youth To The -

Evenis Of the Holocaust.”
SSSJ—Reports that LS.

Ezhov, the lawyer for Aleksandr

Feldman of Kiev, who put in a

strong appeal for Feldman's
sentence, has been forcibly
retired after a six hour,hearing
in Kiev. Ezhov stated in a letter
that the court investigation was
“conducted “solely one-sidedly,
superficially and not objectively™
in violation of the Ukranian
criminal code.

SSS1J has launched “Operation
Write-In." Following several
months of intensive research by
student volunteers utilizing
sources inside the USSR, in
Isreal and around the United
States, a kit containing in-
formation on almost 200

scientists and professionals and
over 45 children, as well as in-
structions on how to write 1o
them, has been published by
S8SJ. A spokeswoman stated
that, “Operation Write-In can be
used as the basis of letter-
writing projects and ‘Adopt-A-
Family." It is very productive for
studenis and professionals to
‘adopt’ their Soviet Jewish
counterparts in (heir respective
fields.”

The kit is available FREE in
single copies from SSSJ, 200
West 72nd Sireet, New York.
N.Y., 10023, Suites 30-31.

ISRAELI CORRESPONDENT:
Victory At The Polls?

While Americans rejoice over Maharach's
latest victory at the polls, many Israelis remain
disappointed. They cannot understand why the
people once again showed support for this
corrupt  party. They cannot fathom how
Maharach lost only six seats in the wake of her
past and present political mistakes.

In order to understand this anti- ahgnmem
attitude which many dati Israelis share, it is
necessary to examine Maharach and her
position. At present, Maharach is made up of
three parties: Mapai, Achdut Avodah, and
Mapam. All of these factions have socialists
learnings and range from neutral to negative in
1heir religious stance. United under the slogan.
“Better a shakey peace than a definite war,”
Maharach contends that peace must be
achieved, even at the cost of territorial com-
promise (excluding -Golan, the partitioning of
Jerusalem, and Sharm-El. Sheik.)

Other parties challenge this assertion. Likud
and Mafdal [Mizrachi plus Poalei Mizrachi), for
instance, fear that Maharach will sell Israel for
emply promises. Moreover, they feel that
Maharach has unfairly convinced the voter (hat
only Maharach can achleve pea;e Thls bram

when

by Rachel Shapiro——

unwmmgly let. war break out without even
warning front line soldiers of ‘this possibility.
Israelis still recall how boys during the first
days of war were told they probably would nol
return alive. Now this same party pleads, *
have made rmstakes. but the altemuve ls
unthinkable.” Many here tend to disagree.
Maharach has made too many mistakes, not
only in the area of the war, but also in that of

, religion. Jews remember too clearly the “Who is

a Jew” issue and autopsy scandals. Added to
this, the dati_population is incensed about the
recent conflict over “Carless days”. When first
discussed, this law was to forbid those picking
Shabbat 10 drive from sundown Friday till after
dark Saturday night, instead of the usual 2:00
A.M. 10 2:00 A.M. prohibition. The government,
however, soon broke its promise Lo Rav Goren
by changing the Shabbat hours ‘o 2:00 A.M.
Saturday till after dark that night, while con-
tinuing to encourage people to pick Shabbat as
their carless day. In doing this, the government
not only broke its agreement with Rav Goren,
but also gave itself the religious authority to
define Shabbat while urging others to follow
this definition as far as the driving prohibition is
concerned. Despite such scandals, both

washing was
opened the Geneva Conference before the
elections, thus supposedly proving that unless
Maharach received a plutality of seats, the
possibility of a peaceful settlement would be
lost.

Existing dissatisfaction, though, extends
further. Mistakes are not easily forgotten—
especially mistakes costing 3,000 Jewish lives. It
was the government headed by Maharach that

religi and secular, Maharach remains the-
largest party. Despite the corruption that has
been going on for twenty-five years resulting in
this latest and most atrocious series of blunders,
Maharach managed to pull a few political strings
and keep fifty-one of its seats. It is this con-
tinued corruption that packs religious Jews. It
is, for Lhis reason, that some of Israel's dati
mourn Mabarach’s success. in the face of
American jubilance.




- THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

Chazsl teach an important
principie: In all our daily actions
we must realize that we are
constantly in the sight of
Hashem. The Shulchan Aruch

THESBIAN?

To the Editor:
1 read with interest the article

elaborates on this principle in. inThe Observer of 21 December

great detail. However, in
essence, what the Rabbis are
trying to teach us is that a
person  who does wrong
surreptitiously is worse than one
who does wrong openiy. Our
Rabbis teach us that a “ganav"
has greater punishment than a
“gazlan.” For a “gamav” fears
only man but not Hashem. The
gazlan has as much fear of man
as he does of Hashem.

There has been a rise in Lhe
number of incidents of
destruction to library property
in recent weeks. We are unable
to find o causes these
incidents, thus whoever may
have done them feels that the
chances are slight that they will
he penalized. We recently
discovered thal pages were torn
out  of a  volumée of the
Fneyclopedia  Hidaica. Several
days later similar damage was
discovered in another volume of
the same sel.

The  library  staff  has
discovered other incidents in
volving the mishandling of

library properiy. Reference
honks have heen taken from the
tibrary. A student ceturned a
volume of  the  Encyelopedia
Judaica which she found in the
dormitory. IT not {or this student
we may have never found the
missing volume. If “horrowed”
volumes are not returned, then
the tibrary is left with partial

canee

sets. which thus are ruined. Tnis,
virtually impuossible for the
library  ta replace  these in
dividual  missing  volumes
because book dealers will not
break up a set to sett one volume.

fs wanton destruction and
misuse of tbrary materials
worth the negligible savings in
tme  or money  fur xeroxing
pages? ls the surreptitious
manner in which these acts are
done worth the possibility of
receiving  punishment ax
Cpanant
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on Ida Kaminska's “‘special
performance™ at Stern College.
Sharon Yellin's description of
this noted actress’ career, her
dynamic progress in a difficult
profession, her escape during the
Nazi terror. was thorough in
detail, if wholly lacking in any
reporiage of what Ms. Kaminska
actually did at Siern.

One of Ms. Yellin's descrip
tions of the actress intrigued me.
I don't really understand it. To
quote: "Madame Kaminska is a
world renowned Thesbian (sie).”
According 10 my dictionary (a
perfectly serviceable Webster's
New World), an actor may be
culled a thespian. after Thespis.
the first Greek 1ragedian. Unless
Ms. Yellin is hinti al Ida
Kaminska's  off s1a pursuiis
thiet of an inhabitadl of the isle
of Leshash, Tiake the expression
“thesbian’ an  obvisus
crror, and one which. in fairness
Ms. Kaminskiao should  he
mmediately reiracied.

Yours laithiully,
David Hartley Mark

YT
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To the Fitor

Noo AMe Vel
© net o4 Cworld
‘Fheshian* The greas lady of the
Viddish. stage. like all others of

to be
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renowned

vhe  acting profession, i @
thespian.  in vour =~ artiele  of
December 21 1 Suspect _you
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confused this with another wérd
Yours (rity;

Danny Klein

MACHON GOLD

Dear Editor,

‘There are many ways in which
the  Adminisiration  of  Stern
College is very backwards. Some

of theses T am told. cannot be
helped 1 have come  across,
recentlv. something  for which
here seems o exeuse. 1 have

heen seriously investigating the
prospeet of poing 1o schoal in
Iseael nest vesrs For the same
reason beme 1o Sieen, 1 wish o
Tearn Viddisbker while at the
S e reecive college eredin
and coniinue my
~tudies, This seemis to he Stern's
goil alse, Now . why in the world
would  Sierns in effeer,
diseourage this type of goal for
wirks who wish 1o go 10 Aretz for
une year? This s what they have
done by not giving full eredit for
courses taken ar i school like
Machon Gold. Why  shoutd
Queens College or Case Wesiern
Pniversity care to give a girl full
credit fora year a1t Machon while
Stern. o Jewish institute of
learning. imir you to half credin
o caurses value or even not
acknowledge the faer thar you've
~pent the time in eertain other
Would Stern rather 1
drop o omy o Jewish Niudies
At orether and take ondy sceular

in seeular
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[ETTERS 70— Bo Nilmad B'Machon Gold:

A Unique Experience

“Bo nilmad b'Yisroel.” This
quole reflects the oppor-
funities available to
American studeni. Many Stern
girls have extended 1heir Jewish
learning through attending such
educational institutions as
Machon Gold which is logated
within walking distance e@" the
Kotel, Mea Shearim, the eéhtral
bus station, and downfown
Jerusalem. -

Gold  College offers a
religiously and inteilectually
stimulating experience in the
hope of strengthening its
students’ consciousness of

Judaism and their Jinks 10 Israel.
-, ;

s

One of the programs available is
the Judaie Siudies  programa
e year aourse for those
wishing  to  enrich  their
knowledge of Jewish thought
and  Hebrew, without  any
specific profesfional teaching
abm

The  Teacher Training
department, on the other hand.
Is it one year course leading 1o
certification as o teacher in
dewish primary schools in the
Golan. Twe six manth programs
sponsored by TIW are avaitat
for college studenis and oné Tor
high school students in the final
six months of their senior year.
The school conducts guided 10urs
of Jerusalem, the Negev, and the
Narth. Weekly (rips around the
couniry led by Dov  Begon,
enabled the girls 10 imagine 1he
land as it must have been during
the times of the Tanach.

the ,

Mahon students ready for “tiyul.”

by Debby Fredman
Zilpah Weinsfein. a junior, and
Annette Becker, a senior, at
Stern College participated in a
special Stern program which
consisted of learning on the
Judaic Studies program, and

taking three secular  coyrses
taught in English. Unfor-
iunately, these courses were

1aught in Hebrew, and as Zilpah
said, “Psychology is hard enough
in_ Fnglish.” Nevertheless both
girls enjoyed their year very
much. On such a program. one
can receive up to 32 credits upon
returning to Stern. Annette
especially enjoyed the course in
Chumash Bamidbar taught by

Professor

the well known
Nechama Leibowiiz, N

When I asked Annette about
*he problem of esiablishing a
chevra in her new surroundings,
she said that although most of
the girls were vounger than she,

they were very  Triendly  and
vivacious. “Many of the girls
come from  diflerent couniries

thermany, Franee, Uraguay.
Vrgentina and Fogland to hst a
Tewt and differen religigus
Aackgrounds, which made their
friendships more of a learning
edperience.”

Both Zilpah and Annette fel:
resiricted in comparison 1o the
freedom that they enjoyed while
attending Stern College. They
had 1o adjust to eurfewSh a
predetermined  schedule  of
classes. and the rule of limited
cuts,

Both girls agreed that their

required patticipation in an
outside social work activity was
a gratifying experience. Annelte
volunteered at Shaare-Zedek
Hospital (a short distance from
Machon Gold) for two hours a
week in the maternity ward and
emergency room. Zilpah worked
with Russian Olim three hours a
night, twice 2 week in an ab
sorption center in Jerusalem. In
this way. both girls had contact
with the problems of Israeli
society.

Annette and Zilpah recom
mend Machon to- students who
have just graduaied from high
school because it offers an ex
citing learning experience, as
well as the available parental

guidance by the responsible
madrichot assigned 10 each
roup.

Debby Hill. now a junior ai
Queens College, received her
teacher’s license on the Teachers
Training Program. She was
particularly happy a1 Machon
hecause most of the girls were
her age-freshman and
sophomaores  in college and
especially  beecause  they came
from all over the Stales and
Furope

bBebby  mentioned  that the
adminisiration  was  alwayvs
availiable ro listen 1o her and o
hear her complainis. “They may
ol have always agreed with me.
but they were always willing 10
compromise.” Debby, who was
also dnvolved in an absorption
cenler working  with  Russian
Olim.  Telt that afier having
demumsirated in New York for
their release for vears. this was
her first real contact with Soviet
Jews. For her, Machon was not
only a learning experience but
also a culiural one. Looking back.
Debby Teels that her plans for

Dr. B. Rosoff Appointed Pre-Med Advisor:

Medical Career Guidance Available

By Frederica Blachowicz

Medieine has long been a field
open mainly (o men. However,
with the growing liberation
trends of our age, wumen have
hegun entering many new areas,
including medicine. In order to
complv with this growing in
terest, Dr. Betty Rosoll has been
appeinted  the  new  pre-med
advisor. She will make available
literature dealing with medicine
and related health craecers such
as nursing, dietetics, and oe
cupational,  physical and
recreational therapy.

Anyone who is uncertain of
her major or simply seeks advice
in premed may consult Dr.
Rosoff. This consullation is
especially important for fresh
men and sophomores who an-
ticipate a career in medicine.
Most pre-med majors who are
graduating can  obtain in
formation regarding medical
schools, entrance examinations,
and the other special
requirements of o speeifie
medical sehool. Applications for
medical are  generally,
made the preceding summer or
cariv tall of one's senor year
Lhe Med Boards are tahen cven
the vad of one’s Jumor

sehuols

varler w
Uhe Boards require 1 basy
and
Therefore
i Should have aleeady taken
hese courses by the end of the
year. The  specifie

(ST

ENTRII
wo chemisiry

vl physies

s

lunior

Aliva  have been greatly
sirengthened by this  unique
experience.
[
Cen

Dr. Rosoff, new med-advisor.

requirements for the pre-med
major are as follows: one year
inorganic chemistry, one year
organic chemistry, physics, math
through calculus, and {wo years
of biology. Some medical schools
require more eourses than these,

Although Stern is a small
college, our curriculum is always
improving. Our academic level is
aeceptable  among  medical
~ehaols, OF the seven Stern girls
who applied 1o medical school
las: vear, all were
ccepteds The schools these girls

re now attending  include
snsiein, rthe University
Minois and Guadalajura

In spite of Stern's
Jducitities. spahed

seven ac

of

limited
majors  are

being planned. Students will be
able 10 take courses for the
major at other schools. The
course mights inelude nutrition,
human anatomy and nursing
courses. Another new idea being
planned  concerns reacher
recommendations. Presently, a
student must go to two or three
of her teachers and ask for such
recommendations.  Dr. Rosoff
would ke have these
references channeled into one
repori. This means that all the
reachers of a particular student

io

would meer and discuss  her
cecommendations as a cohesive
group. This would be more

beneficial ta the siudent as well
as more efficient.
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ewish Women’s Role Explored
In City-Wide Symposium

The Jewish Women in the
Seventies: An Orthodox
Response was the Lopic of the
February 3 conference spon-
sored by the Young Israel of
Fifth Avenue. Over two hundred
men and women spent the day
listening to lectures by Rabbi
Saul Berman, Dr. Atarah
Twersky, and Dr. Devora
Wohlgelernter, and afterwards
participated in the afternoon
workshops.

Co-chairperson Myriam J.
Altman defined the purpose of
the conference as twofold.
Firstly, “There is a great need
for Synagogues to sponsor in-

relleectually challenging
programs,” she explained.
“Today's highly educated

membership will no longer
tolerate spoon feeding. When the
halacha faces contemporary
problems, apolegeties will not do.
Particularly in  questions in
volving the status of women,
Orthodox Jews must ferret out
ihe itrue halachie answers.”
Secondly, discussion must
recognize the balance between
“the inequalities and the com
pensations within normative
Jewish faw."

After u brief weleome by co
chairman  Abraham J. Baver,
Rabhi Berman opened the
conference with an analysis of
the halachic status of women.
From the onset. he presented the
actual halachic view in order 1o
dispel  any  misconception
regarding the Orthodox women.
He emphasized that according (o
Maimonides the only difference
between the halachic obligations
of men and women is that eight
of the 613 commandments which
are incumbent upon all Jews, are
not obligatery for women while
they are for men. However, this
lack of obligation does not ex-
clude 2 woman from performing
these duties, if she so desired.
The purpose of this dif-
ferentiation. he argued, is to
enable a woman to be as family-
oriented as she desires. Since the
survival of Judaism depends
upon the maintenance of a strong
family unit, the law is careful o
avoid placing additional burdens
upon & woman who chooses
homemaking as her career.

Onre of the central themes
runniny through Rabbi Berman's
1alk was 1he dichotomy between
the status orientation of Judaism
and the contract orientation of
Western legal systems. Few
people choose (o be Jew

The only choice a Jew makes
about his religious status is
either to conform or reject the
status he aecquired at birth.
Judaism imposes a set of rights
and obligations upon the in-
dividual. In addition, the legal
strueture establishes further
divisions of status.

In a status-oriented system
the needs of the individual are
respected in the context of the
group. It was necessary to limit
the Kohen's contact with death
in order to prevent an abouse of
the powers of office. The needs of
the society must take preeedence
over the needs of the individual
in order for the society Lo sur
vive. Hence, a Kohen may not
find self-fulfillment by assisting
in the burial of the dead. Just as

the restriction does nol mean
that a Kohen is a second-class
citizen.  the duties  and
responsibilities that mark the

special status of women impose
no value judgments. Rabhi
Berman concluded, however.
that the status of women is broad
enough to permit every woman

By Arlene Pianko
room for ifidividuality in defining
a woman’s role. The Torah
established that h king is
an elective role which even a
married woman may fulfill by
proxy. -

The second speaker, Dr.
Atarah Twersky, divides her
time hetween her family, her
responsibilities as Chairman of
the Board at Maimonides—
Boston's most respected Yeshiva
day school, and her work on her
forthcoming book on Puritanism
and Hebraism. Since she is a
noted historian, she examined
the various responses of
Orthodoxy to the challenge of
reform.

Both the Secularists and the
Political Zionists argued that the
halacha had lost all relevanee for
ihe modern community.
Orthodox leaders responded in
two ways. One group accepted
the assumptions of its opponents
and, therefore, issued blanket
condemnations of the entire
movement. The other Orthodox
response questioned the validity
andindivisibility of the reformers’
contentions. They emphasized
that every challenge must be
analyzed. Therefore, they ac
cepred one aspeet of the
secularisis’ platform because
ieli that learning secular
cts would help one gain an

appreciation of 6 d. Instead of
secing Political Zionism  as o
replacement for halacha. they
formulated the premise of in

divisibility between Israel and
halacha.

Dr. Twersky requested that
Orthodoxy be wary of reacting
uneritically 1o the challenge of
the  Women's  Liberation
Movement either by
unquestionably accepting its
validity because of its liberal
label. or by rejecting the entire
slate because some ideas are
radical. She suggested thai we
must distinguish belween two of
their basic stands, accepi the
former, and reject the latter. The
contentions to which she
referred are: 1) that women are
the social equals of men and 2)
that the halacha must eliminate
all differences between Lhe
SEXOS.

Our response (o thy Women's
Movement should be one of
introspeciion and therapy.
Careful analysis will reveal that
in the area of Jewish education
there is rampanl ignorance
because of a basic inequality of
curricula. Women, she said, must
demand thar males and females
be educated on an equal level,
using the same curricula,
teachers, and even perhaps, the
same classes. Proper educational
opportunities for women will
resolve many problems. A
proper  understanding . of
Judaism will indicate that there
are no inequalities in G-d's
system. Concerning separate
seating "in the synagogue, for
instance, it is not the physical
isolation but, instead, the in-
tellectual isolation that causes
women 1o complain. Once women
have studied about prayer, she
argued they will realize that
there is no correlation between
one's place in the synagogue and
one’s ka'vanah in prayer. While
praying., the individval is
communicating with G 4 who is
omnipresent. During  the
questioning period, she “stated
that she saw no reason why
women could not fill the front
section of the sanctuary, with the
men behind the mechitzah, if the
number of woemen  attending
would warrant the switch.

Segregation of the sexes, on the
other hand. was a basic principle
which could not be tampered
with as long as sexuality
remained 4 basic human drive.
“I weep for the world and not
for women,” whispered Dr.
Devora Wohlgehlernter, the
final speaker fo. the morning
session. Despite her work as
Rebbetzin of'the, Young Israel, &
teacher of classes in Prophets at
the  synagogue, and in
mathematics at Baruch College
of the City University, Dr.
Wohlgelernter fulfills her role as
a Jewish mother and wife with
dedication and self-awareness.
While she admits that she
prefers solving complicated
mathematical problems 10 taking
children home from school, she
does 1he latter because of her
commiiment to Judaism. As she
sees 1t, preoccupation with self-
fulfillment is contrary to Jewish
survival. Judaism, she contends,
demands a level of sacrifice that
is totally lacking in Women's
Liberation philosophy.

The women who devoted
themselves 1o their families are
the ones who kept Judaism alive.
Aceording to Dr. Wohlgelernter,
“total commitment does not go
well with children.” Tt is not a
eoincidence that many of the
great teachers of our time, in
cluding Nechama Lebowitz and
the  Lubavitcher Rebbe, are
childless.  Through their total
commitment all the children of
Israel become their own.
However, if Judaism is (o sur
vive, Jewish women must (ake
Chava, whose name means the
mother of all living, as their
model. While there is room for
some women (0 opl for careers,
as the halachic system exists
today, this must remain the
exception rather than the rule.

After lunch thé conference
broke up into three groups. The
topies discussed were family law,
the homemaker versus the
professional, and the single girl.
Stern  Cotlege was  well
represented with Mrs. Sheliey
Berman leading the first group
and Arlene Pianko conducting
the latier. Susannah Leete, who
is a member of the synagogue, as
wellas a Stern sophomore, was a
member  of the coordinating
commiitee for the conference.

Before Mincha. Rabbi David
Wohlgelernter summed up the
findings of 1he conference. In
Genesis, he slated, it is written
that man- and woman were
ereated equally. It was not until
later that specific roles were
designated for ‘them. In the
halachic system all human beings
are ereated in the image of G-d.
Therefore, each person must
fulfil himself aceording to the
will of G-d.

When the conference ended.
there was general -agreement
that more discussion of the
Orthodox woman in  the
seventies is necessary. The
Siern students who attended felt
that while it was an enlightening
learning experience, its real
significance will be realized in
the future.

Studg:ntz; Dnscuss
Possible Nixon Impeachment

By Chaya Hilsenrsth

Many peopie these days seem
to be up in arms to do away with
anything, including President
Richard Nixon. A problem arises
however because ‘doing away
with' a president is not a simple
task. The term many people use
too freely is impeachment, and it
is being coined .with a misun-
derstanding. ccording  to
Webster’s Dictionary, im-
peachment means to charge a
publie official before a competent
tribunal with misconduet in
office, and to challange his or her
credibility in that position. In
understanding this definition,
impeachment takes on it's proper
meaning. It is not an ithmediate
expelling of an individual. An
impeachment procedure gives
the charged individual an op-
portunity {o prove him or herself
and thereby allows the ‘tribunal’
to judge his or her position.

Various students were asked if
they felt that President Nixon
should be impeached on the
grounds of his recent conduet.

Chery! Merzel was careful to
explain that President Nixon
should be impeached on the
grounds that he  has ‘“gone
beyond legal bounds and
therefore is guilty by taking
upon himself certain powers not
permitted to him." She felt Lhat
Nixon "might not necessarily be
involved with Watergate but by
not listening to the courts or
Congress he is denying the right
of executive power. He is
forgetting about the American
institution called checks and
balances, which in turn does not
make him guilty of Watergate,
rather guillty by acting in an
unconstitutional way.” Cheryl
concluded however by stating
that “for the stability of the

country which at this point is so
unstable, an impeachment would
do more harm than good.”

This attitude did not seem to
alter much as I continued to
question other students. lvy
Kaufman and Debbi Kalb
mutually agreed that “the
possibility that he knew about
the bugging and toverup of
Watergate seems to be strong.
What is not definite is if he
ordered the actual bugging. Ivy
insisied “if he ism't totally
corrupt he is surrounded by a
corrupt staff. Often you can tell a
persens personslity by the type
of friends he has.”

In mentioning Israei, Debbie
felt that “he is not a lover of
Israel but does it {sends arms
etc.) for a good name. If Nixon
left his presidency, Ford would
follow the same Israeli poliey.”

Michal Goodman agreed that
Nixon should be impeached and
found guilty because he is not
able to disprove the evidence
brought against him.

Michal concluded on a very
sarcastic, yet true statement, “if
he doesn't realize what is going
on in his own house how can he
know whal is going on in his own
country!”

These comments are im-
portant for us to hear and un-
derstand. I say “us” because we
are the voting age generation
and 1he type of government that
runs the U.S. largely .depends
upon us. The attitude towards
impeachment varies, [f you are a
conscientious - citizen, perhaps
your reaction to these comments
could present an interesting or
different point of view. I
therefore invite you, the reader,
to reply in the next issue of The
Observer.

S.C.-Y.C. Sponsoring

Shabbaton

In Monsey

By Hildy Schtamf

An intercollegiate Shabbaton
sponsored by Stern College and
Yeshiva College  Student
Councils will be held Mareh 1-3 in
Monsey, New York at the
Community Synagogue of
Monsey. The cost of the con
vention is ten dollars, which
includes the three Shabbat
meals, Sunday breakfast. and

transportation. On Saturday
night there will be a show,
followed by a kumzitz. The

deadline for applications is
February 25, and applicants will
be accepted on a first-come, first-
serve basis. Judging by the
success of last semester's two
intercollegiate Shabbatonir, this
Shabbaton promises to be a
great suecess. .

TAC Lecture

{Continued from page 1}
that you teach me the whole
Torah as I stand on one foot.
Shamai beat him and hurried him
on his way. The goy proceeded to
Hillet and made the same requesi
“What is hateful 1o you don't do
unto others,” answered Hillel.
In conclusi Rabbi Ribner

RINGS 'N THINGS

Ruth Goodman 74 to Mark Grebunau
FranKoppeiman 76 1o Lenny Fredman
Judy Fruchter 78 1o Dawd Lebor

SaraMagence 75 to Aryoh Weil
Tammi Snyder 75 to 2vi Rogen
Debbie Rush 73 10 Yossie Ungar
Flo Siman 74 10 Larry Zitter

to David Sunstine
to Ronmie Berges

Mutam Plefter 75
Rana Urbats 74

emphasized 1he importance of
bringing closer 1those who are far
away from Torah and mitzvot. If
a friend who has followed the
correct  path  strays [rom
Judaism, you hate him for having
been . uvercome by evil in

clination. Yet you are com-
manded to love him because of
the hidden good. the divine sou!
within him. The two mitzvet are

mutually exclugive. You may
hate him for straying, but it is
your obligation to try jto make
him understand his mistakes.

This mitzvah applies only in
ihe Jewish community. One is
not so obligated to love goyim.

The Ari states in Kabalah: In
every prayer one should accept
upon himself the commandment
of “V'ahavtah..” and have in
mind the positive thought of
loving each and every member of
Israel. that every Jew is nurt of
one Neshamah. We mu<r treal
our fellow Jew as we would
ourselves. By fulfilling this
obligation, our prayers will be
accepted in the midst of all of
Israel.

AmA g
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Errors'of Fact and Focus

IT WOULD BE RELATIVELY SIMPLE to tick off
Wiesel'S total errors of fact, but to include them all would
draw on the unsafe assumption (hat the reader is
thoroughty familiar witk the book. Nonetheless, one must
cite a few to indicate the scope of the inaccuracies:
Contrary to his assertion, Rabbi Avrohom Kalisher was
not granted an audience with the Vilna Gaon It is
utterly unimaginable that the Seer of Lublin never
forgave the friend who protected him from self-inflicted
harm Let us not dwell excessively on his inadequate
description of, among others, the work_Tanya in the
inappropriately titled section “Background Notes.” Any
initiate 1o Chassidu§ is aware that this classic text,
among oiher things, elaborately formulales the Chassidic
inlerpretation of Lurianic Tzimtzum; and that its present

Most knowledgable readers will immediately in-
terject in the opening story of the Baal Shem Tov's
recitation of the Aleph Beis as having oecurred on the
way (o Eretz Yisroel The Baal Shem Tov's in-
structions to his servant to go abefit relating tales of
the Baal Shem Tov after his demise was net to grant
him the liberty (o “add,” “embelish.," teli
“exaggerations,” "impress admirers.” Rather it was to

finally encounter dne individual and tell him a
narrative, thus informing him that his long tortuous
“—penitence was finally acceptable in the eyes of G-d

The imprecise use of phrases such as “"the task of
the {Metritcher] Maggid'’s emmisaries was to upset
the established order” may awaken a responsive chord
in the heart of a romantic anti-establishmentarian
nourished on a diet of Marcuse, Marx, Hegel et al. But
it does not represent the Maggid's true coneern, which
was to awaken an abiding awareness of G-d. and the
introspection and seif-evaluation that could affect
inner self-iransformation The Kotsker's in
rerpretation of the Divine malediction that the snake
eat earth and eternally avoid hunger is not thai
“complacency is an avoidance of life's task,” but that
the snake shall be denied prayer and communication
with the Almighty.

The phrase: “whoever believes in miracles is an
imbecile” would never be stated by any faithful Jew—
Chassid or Misnaged. The original expression begins:
"He who believes all Chassidic narratives—" thus
explicitly expressing concern with the authenticity of
Chassidic tales....The insightful Chassid cites his
source and refers with tolerant humor to those works
rooted in imagination.—Which serves to underscore
this first objection regarding Souls on Fire; The
author is exceedingly careless with documented fact
and long-cherished insights in his subjects.

This will not deter the academicians who, with long
trays of reference cards, will produce ponderous
articles on the many works influencing Wiesel. How
much is to be ascribed to Buber, Kafka, Poe, Hoffman
and Gothic authors? Which nuance of Sartre of
Dostoyefsky is to be perceived in this or that passage?
And does the outlook paraliel Kierkegaard? Lists shall
be made of the books read during Wiesel's intelléctual
development and scholars will joust with erudite
vortmanship to identify the primary factor influencing
this work. -

While all this is not relevant to us, our primary
concern, 100, is not with facts. Our major objectiorf is
that he demeans men of towering stature to puny
dimension and blurs awareness of their incredible
commitment and service to G-d. The author implies
that Chassidim were basically men-children in an evil
world, enveloped in their tradition as protection

4l

the way of challenge 10 our older concepts of religion?~ *
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Revolution, the Russo-Japanese and First World
War—all these imposed an oppressive reality for
which no realm of fantasy could serve as sanctuary
and refuge. .

When presenting dominant personalities, Wiesel
inverts perspective, skews our angle of vision in a
Goya-like manner projecting configurations that stand
in defiance of the essence of its subjects. He denies
them heroism in death and in each instance describes
their later yedrs as characterized by ebbing strength,
{utility. despair and decline. Every Chassid and every
Chassidic gathering is vibrant contradiction to this
literary affectation.

We look in vain for citalions from such works as
Tanya, Toldos, Kedushas Levi, Noam Elimelech,
Likutei Mohran, Meor Einayim, and other Chassidic
classics to reveal the true inner thought and life of
these personalities. but to no avail.

Rebbe Elimelech’s Testament

THE REBBE ELIMELECH did not demand much
of his Chassidim, according 1o Wiesel, only leaving
them a Tzetl Koton, a “seventeen point program. . .to
be a good Jew with 2 minimum of effort.” Let us look
ai the first paragraph in this epistle and then later cite
thoughts from his radiant classic Noam Elimelech.

Whenever an individual is not engaged in the study
of the Terah, particularly when he is unoc-
cupied . . .alone in his room or on his bed, unable to
sleep, he should reflect upon the command: “And 1
shall be sanctified amidst the children of Israel”
{Vayikra 22:32) . He should envision a great and
awesome flame ascending to the very heart of the
heavens. This person, for the sake of G-d's holiness,
shatters his nature and casts himself inte the flame for
the sanctification of G-d's name. G-d values a virtuous
thought as equivalent to an actual deed. Con-
sequently, this person is neither sitting, nor reclining
idly, but actually fullilling a positive biblical command.

So mueh for the "minimum of effort” required for
being a good Jew By what principles does G-d
govern the universe? Is He indifferent to the fate of
humanity? The Rebbe Elimelech’'s answer - is
uneguivocal.

The Creator, Blessed be He, has no fear aside from
His apprehension lest man sin. This concern is based
upon Hig love for man and His desire to bestow
goodnessupon him in the After-Life. Thus, G-d-fear is
actually based on love, and similarly, punishment
inflicted upon man is motivated by His desire to
subsequently bestow benefit upon him. The anguish of
this world is te enable man to receive the goodness of
the future world. Thus, the phrase “And Thy fear is as
Thine anger” 2)Tehillim 98)-- just as Your fear is based
upon Your love for man, se is Your wrath and the
punishment accorded to man motivated by Your love
and desire to act mercifully and magnanimously later.
. NOAM ELIMELECH, 25a

Whai is the role of the tzaddik—the righteous man?
Is his labor solely one of self-discipline or does he bear
responsibility to others? Rebbe Elimelech clarifies:

“He guides the humble in judgment and he teaches
the humble His way" (Tehillim 35:9). This is to say
that the i1zaddik guides “the humble”: these who
adhere to the spiritual service of G-d; “in judgment”:
with personal unceasing introspection and spiritual
self-evaluation. Subsequently he teaches them to go
“in His ways” with dvekut: invoking cleavage to the
Divine, causing Divine bestowal and beneficence to
Israel.

NOAM ELIMELECH, 88b

The cynic is skeptical. Man is a physical being,
occupying the center of his own solar system. Even if
man does possess a capacity for altruism and
spirituality, is it possible for him to overcome the
oppressive effect of an environment that unremit-
tingly pulls him toward regression to his instinctual
level? Can man's deeds actually bridge the incredible
gulf betwixt the terrestial and the celestial? Rebbe
Elimelech’s exposition upon a biblical verse casts light
on all these enigmas:

And Gd appeared to him {Avrohom) in Eilonei
Mamrei and he was sitting in the door of the tent
during the heat of day” (Bereishis 18:1).

- How was it possible for G-d to appear on this site
possessed by Canaanites? The Divine Presence does
not manifest itself in an alien realm.

“And he was sitting in the door of the tent” is the
manner of the tzaddik. Though he is below, his
primary’abode is above in the celestial worlds which
are described as the tent of encounter. The tzaddik

against harsh reality. The Holocaust pp y
shattered this shield and now, during the post
Holocaust period, that entire era is to be viewed
primarily through the prism of bitter-sweet nostalgia.

The contrary is obvious: The many historical events
from the beginning of Chassidus to the present time
conslantly confronted the Chassid with abrasive
reality. Fconomic privation, governmental tyranny,
the conseription of children 10 the Czarist Army; the
sequence of wars - the Napoleonic war. the Polish
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hassidus: Part of the Historical Continuum
.
phenomenon, The tenses of “past.” “present”™ and by Rabbl Altel‘ Metzgel'
“future” are necessary for the orderly arrangement of his
daily concerns. In the réalm of spiritual awareness,
N : cas and beyond the stillness of
§ mud must be a Shabbos Nachamu, an | n
;i(;:;;r:lp:;:‘neogs, The p;:g;;-;:,: yi’lrophe.% Tahl‘vl; i: the vast graveyard there is alyays the city of life.
vibrant relevance ;A) the traditional Jew far surpassing The sufferings of 2 generatiohjago may gain depth of
N . N o 1 more recen! events add emotional immed?acy to _olher
";‘pe“;:.‘tﬂf;" i ent, a sense of fnvol levie“ sufferings of other times. Butl doe: e immensily f)(
r(l:ls';’ismel .n hu"rﬁ‘blinx awareness of one’s place in the these more recent events add anything®ssentially new in
facl of Jewish history and fidelity as to its spirit are L . . :
|hor(=(;'ore requisites };n the aulh};nlic observpance of there not some legilimacy to this question that was in the
Jewish life hearls of so many, and that Wiesel's pen has brought to
iy : their lips?
historical continuum. Superficially a sharp break with the ) eoe
past--particularly in its added significance invested in
the simple Tearifeit commitment of the unlearned in
Qm%h{hlemoh. corpus Israel, which had been
wea by externai and internal viscissitudes.
Its leaders are charismatic religious personalities,
differing at times in temperament and in the focus of
mystical doctrine as it relales to ethical and mpral
conduet. concern forthe physical and spiritual welf; M
all Isracl, apd altruistic self-negation in the pursuil of
Chassidus is a reference point for all times, all conditions,
and their myriad challenges.
Elie Wiesel's Souls on Fire seems to subject Chassidus
and subscquent lierary spokesman for the Holocaust has
painfully described the ordeal and suffering of the
Holocaust in his previous works to a constantly growing
to question Divine surveillance and merey in general. so
has he focused his questioning, reduciive gaze on
religious leaders--Chassidic leaders, in this case.
proffers in his writings. While the responsive reader
must concede that Wiesel is an artist of exceptional
talent, une hesitates from total involvement in his bizarre
pain?—an artist yielding to creative impulse without the
inhibitive discipline of axiological criteria?—or a
masterful painter of portraits with words, more con-
nihilistic universe, then belying these imposing canvases,
asserting  strong  belief in  ethics and human
values . . pirouetting from one stance to another with
tries to discern between authenticity and artifice. bet
ween reality and illusion.
This has always been difficult, and in this book--Souls
alternates in his depiction of Chassidus: now respectful of
the many present Chassidic communities and then
derisive. assuming the posture of friend, foe, cynic,
mavement. But this one must concede: He is ever mindful
of human anguish and suffering, and thus even his most
discriminating reading public often grants him literary
n for the suffering is, indeed, a Judaic imperative.
this. then, not classify him as 1he quintessential
Jewish writer?
JUDAISM 18 INDEED acutely sensitive 1o both in:
dividual and collective tragedy. Among many other
purposes. its halacha provides cathartic structure and
- emotion,
In its sacred literature it records and perpetuates the
consciousness of past anguish and tragedy. The Jew
pl(ir‘naw equation of virtue with reward and evil with
inevitable punishment; but the ways of heaven are in-
scrutable and bounded by the limitations of human vision.
ways. Thus we refer to Job, Lanientations, the many
iragic figures and occurences in Biblieal, Talmudic, and
subsequent religious historical sources, which are ar-
the community. Thus, in the Torah of Life, life, reality,
experience, and emotion ideally are subsumed in this all-
encompassing framework.
scomeealment of the Divine counténance } in lingering or
abrupt p_nlnticipaled tragedy. the outery and exchange
of Jeb with his companions is here and now, and we are
!:n been .reexperfenced in  Crusade, expulsion,
inquisition, pogrom and Holocaust. Merciful mothers who
coeked their childres are kindred to the incidents of
others concealed in the bunkers And if we tend to
forget. then voices of the bypassers through Emek
Habacha the Valley of Teaurn—constantly remind us.

TO THE gBSERVANT JEW, history is a fused
however, the entire panorama of Jewish existence is but religiously incumbent: after every Tisha B’Av there
that of current events“!“regundeurnf'lhe past is also an understanding from tragedies 5 the past, much as (he
toiality of humanily and existence. Accuracy as Lo the the interrelationship of the human and the Divine? Is
Chassidus is 2 movement of primary import in the o
Jew actually infused an adrenal vitality into the
their teachings, yet comsistent in their explication of
these ideals. As part of the continuum of Jewish history.
to challenge from a new vantage point. Wiesel as a vietim
audience. Much as he has assumed the right, in this role.
Not everyone » torn apart by the doubts Wiesel
world. Is the author 8 mere human expressing inhuman
cerned with effect that fact, now depicting an amorphous
graceful faultless movement? The spectator reflects and
on Fire it is not in any way Here, 100, Wiese}
satirist. admirer, adversary- all in one broad flowing
license with facts, for pain has many voices and com-
Judaic Compassion and Wieselian Anguish
ritual 1o religiously give vent to otherwise inexpressible
-believes in G.d's beneficence and merey, and in the
We can not pretend Lo understand the justice of His
chetypical prefigurations of anguish in the life of man and
Ia perceiving the searing anguish ;:[ hester panim
mute bystanders. .. The broad sweep of Lamentations
bables whose lives were tragically stilled to protect
Hui there is a Divine imperative  difficult to observe

whe ly yearns and strives to ascent in thought
to the upper world is described as sitting at the door of
the tent, Is it possible for him to be simultaneously
both below and above—in the upper worlds? The
verse declares, “the heat of the day”:just as the sun is
in the heavens and radiates light below, appearing to
be’in neither world, so is the t2addik: he is of this
world, but the light of his Torah and sanctity
illuminates the upper world.

- NOAM ELIMELECH, 8b
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The Berditchever: Melodies and Parables

BERDITCHEV: the mere name of 1he city awakens
thoughis of G-dly love, optimism, certainty that in the
darkest shadows of .evil there are sparks of virtue—
sparks thar the tzaddik Rebbe Levi Yitzchok will
discover, thus aiding the alienated (o personal
redemption. We cannot have the privilege of meeting
Rebbe Levi Yitzehok of Berditchev, but his Kedushas
Levi is convincing evidence of his lowering brilliance
and the unusual qualities of his soul. This is in 10tal
dissonance with the strange Falstaffian personality
described in Souls on Fire.

Chassidus affirms 1hat in ultimate reality there is no
evil, since it is the will of Him Who is good 1o do
goed.” Human suffering is explained by various
philosophical and mystical doctrines: to cleanse man
from evil so subtle that it is indiscernable to human
intellect; 10 test man; to edify and uplife him. How are
these concepts of justification reconciled with the laws
of mourning over Zion's loss of grandeur deseribed in
Lamentations. commemorated in fast days during the
year? Rabbi Levi Yitzchok sueceeds in revealing the
inner light of spiritual joy that even dwells in (ears,

A regal prince was so accustomed to the majestic
splendor of his father's court that it was as natural to him
as the breath of life.

He once sinned against his father and was banished to
simple, austere circumstances. As he became accustomed
to his coarse mode of life, he feared: “If I do not retain the -
memory of the wealth and glory of my father's court, I
shall never readjust to my former mode of life when my
father allows me to return!”

He therefore hegan to deliberately dwell on the im-
posing majesty of his father and to mourn over his painful

THE OBSERVER

Portrayal Of Chassidus And Histo

decline from his station. He thus protected himself
against his callousing environment. And the hope of
return abided within bim like an eternal flame.

So, too, do we reflect on the grandeur of the Almighty
and mourn for the exile of the Shechina, in yearning and
preparation for the grandeur of the G-dly revelation of
the Messianic Era. .

' KEDUSHAS LEVI 110b

The Rebbe's Missson:

IN CHASSIDUS, the ultimate foeus is not on the
gxl_(xrnal miracle, rescue or aid. It is on man achieving
insight as to his spiritual self-realization. Devoid of this
sell-knowledge, man labors in an iltusory world, with
accomplishments of questionable significance:

To a once affluent Chassid who bewailed his inability to
lfmintnin his generous philanthropy of the past, Rabbi
Shneur Zalman of Lyadi replied: “You are concerned with
vour needs but give no thought as to the purpose for
which you are created.” In the flash of personal
awareness, the Chassid fainted,

There are two strivings within each person: one, the
pure aspiration toward G-dliness; the other, egocentric
narcissism capable of causing awesome cruelty -even
under the most innocent of guises. Man must awaken the
sanctity dormant within him to conquer and master these
instinctual impulses that veer toward evil. Both the
upward striving and the stifling of the impure are given
voice by the shofar’s ecall:

'!‘he blowing of the shofar on Rosh Hashono is ex-
plained by the Baal Shem Tov as being the heartfelt
outery to G, “Father, Father, save me,"—the reach

Bonne Cleaners,

PART TIME .

BANK TELLERS

Ltd.

FOR QUALITY & SERVICE

CONVENIENT HOURS & LOCATIONS

I you have good clerical experience, figure ability and-a pleasant
personality, you can become a Bank Teller and work near home or

56 EAST 34t h ST,

school. Of course, it you already have tefler experience

SALARY C( JRATE WITH EXP 13
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Teller Center far two weeks. We will pay full salary during training.

MANUFACTURERS HANOVER TRUS
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READ
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{between 51st & 52nd Streets)
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MESSENGERS
ORCHESTRA

The most professional quality sound in
Jewish music today. Blending traditional
concepts with-modern style. An extensive
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they Israeli, Chassidic, or American. -
Coming soon, The Messengers Orches-

as up-to-date as
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toward the Divine. The Talmud tells us that it Is to still
the ancient cries of the mother of the slain general,
Sisera—the conquest of the impure.

Ut is the perceptive vision of the taaddik that reveais to us
in his teachings, in his deeds, in his melodies with shofar-
like eclarily those sentiments and emotions that are
authentic in their spiritual striving. Thus, the Mittele
Rebbe ol“/l_,ubavilch, Rabbi Dov Ber, states:

We perceive many futlle buman endeavors—as for
example, great wars in which teas of thousands of souls
are slain in vain, since the original reason for the confiict
no longer exists. However, from the cries of em-
bitterment, of exultant triumph, of those groaning in pain
during the course of battle—from all these mingling
together, there emerges a melody which can awaken
awesome fear and love in the hearts of righteous per-
sonalities. ~

TORAS CHAIM, 105b

And the Rebbe's perception is conveyed to his
followers.

The tzaddik is above all a teacher who provides a
glimmering of distant radiance; and by mystical, in-
tellectual or emotional means he insiills awareness of this

. vision in those he encounters, much as the Lubavitcher
Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem M. Schneerson, foremost living
authority and spokesman for Chabad. describes the
longing for G-dliness: .

Rawizo, the state of closeness to G-d, accurs not
because man endeavors to achieve it for his own
gratification, for such proximity to G-d would be & source
of joy to man. But he strives for rawtzo to fulfil} the will
of the Most High, the command of the Holy One Blessod
Be He, “And thou shalt love...with your aliness”
{Devorim, 6:5).

LIKUTEI SICHOS, vol. If1, p. 990

Emunah: Yesterday and Tomorrow

IN HIS PRESENTATION of these prototype Chassidic
Rebbes, Wiesel has not merely relied upon the latitude of
literary license; implicit is Holocaust-provided sanction to
completely restructure our vision of the past. But there is
another tradition far more faithful to the integrity of the
Judaic heritage that was reinforced, more than it was
challenged, by the Holocaust. If found expression in the

dmonition of Rabbi Elch Wasserman to sustain
devotional commitment even when confronted by death;
it manifested itself in the question of Reb Eliyahu of
Warsaw who, prior toa “selection" by the Germans in the
Kovno Ghetto, came to inquire as to the blessing for
Kiddush Hashem: in the declaration of Rabbi Menachem
Ziemba, of Warsaw, that whereas in the past Kiddush

.. Hashem consisted of martyrdem, in the context of the

Holocaust it called for a struggle for survival; and in the
anguish, frustration and yet sustained faith of Rabbi
Michel Ber Weismande! of the Nitra Yeshiva.... '

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch writes in his Torah
commentary on “Shma” that ancient polytheism was
rooted in man’s confusion over the coexistence of benign
and destructive forces. It would be a sardonic travesty of
history if, from our current vantage point from a time
when Judaism lives and flourishes, and the forces of evil
that rode high a quarter of a century ago lie in ashen
defeat, there should emerge a dogma which gives even
partial credence to a philosophy of nihilism and denies the
all-pervasive authority of Divine providence.

L]
The Jew advances on this path uncertain as to.the

complexion of the morrow; fortified only by Torah belief, .

he moves forward, resolute and faithful of an ultimate
encounter with inevitable Messianic redemption. All the
prophets command [Israel] to repent, and srael wil snly
be redeemed through teshuvah. The Torah assures us

Torah assures us that in the end Israel wm‘
t...and they will be redeemed forthwith f N
Hilchos Teshuvah VII, 5).

TAC  Lectures

By Rachayl Eckstein

ot

ry

tra’s latest recording entitled “Od Yeshoma
B'orai Yehuda,” containing such hits as
“Ki Lo Yitosh,” “Rosa,” “Zorba the Greek,”
“Oh Imma,” and many others.

Make your affair a great success. Con-

Heshy Walfish

434-3262

This semester, TAC (Torzh
Activities Commitiee) is com-
mencing a seven week lecture
series dealing with modern
problems facing the con-
temporary Jewish community.

The opening speaker of the
series was Rabbi David Ribner, a
graduate student in social work

STERN'S ANNUAL
SKI TRIP
FEBRUARY 24,1974 -
For More Info.—
Jeanette Stobezki

14 E 685-4905

. L'Shonoh Habaah B’Yerushalayim

who received Smicha from [Y.U.
and is now a Rabbi of a New
Jersey congregation.

The second lecture will be
given by Zvi Weiss, a Smicha
student at Y.U. and a graduate
student at Columbia University
in computer science. Zvi will
discuss the halachic attitude
towards goyim and its cultural
and social implications for the
-modern Jew.

The sequence of lectures will
be continued by outstanding
personalities, including David
Koeningsberg. Hillel Davis, Ezra
Labaton, and Meir Mittelman, ai}
Smicah students at Y.U.
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Chug Aliyah Formed
At Stern College

By Liba Enget

Chodesh Aliyah sponsored by
AACA {Associationv  of
Americans and Canadians for
Aliyah) began its month's ac-
tivities with an all day
Leadership Seminar for Campus
Aliyah Activities, February 10,
1974, a1 Hofstra University.
Representing  Stern College's
Chug Aliyah were Liba Engel,
Randee Lerman, and Ruthy
Marine.

The seminar began with
Student Representatives in-
troducing themselves and
discussing “the general aims and
goals of AACA on Campus.
Following “Days of Judgment,”
amr—exvellent film recently
released from Israel concerning
the Yom Kippur War, a
discussion in the round - took
place.

The day's goal -was to for-
mulate an appfoach to students
interested-in Aliyah. Obviously,
students who strongly identify
with the Jewish people are a step
ahead of the many Jewish college
youths who are undergoing a
period of search and self-
identification. One wmust feel
strongly lowards his Jewishness
to help him overcome and endure
the hardships of life in Israel.

Coming 10 Israel in her lime of
need is not enough. Presently,
there are over 2,000 volunteers
on various kibbutzim. She needs
you (o phrticipate in her society
and help mold it to its highest
potential.

Israel offers a lot!

Bul Aliyah is not a one way
street, The Olab musi feel that
not only is he giving o Israel.
but receiving in turn. He is a
vital organism of the Jewish
People. living in a Jewish State,
the land promised to Avraham,
Yitzehak. and Yaakov. Thus with
such a feeling. he can withstand
and cope with the petty trials of
becoming acelimated.

The group broke up for lunch
and a brief intersession of Israeli

. "folk dancing and 1hen back 1o the

drawing board, to plan, scheme.
and enable the leaders to go back

1o their campuses and ACT.

Stern College's First Chug
Aliyah met February 13, Rm 418,
Club Hour. The large number of
students present at the meeting
greatly enjoyed the hour's
program.  Brochures  and
bouklets concerning Israel and

Aliyah were distributed, after

which followed the film “Days of

Judgment” about the Yom
Kippur War. Miriam Muchari
and ichal Rubenstein,
representatives of the AACA
and the Israel  Aliyah Center,
spoke about Aliyah as 2 means of
strengthening the State of

Israel. ithereby insuring its .

survival. They then answered
questions about educational
opportunities in Israel.

The new committee alL Stern is
planning other programs for the
near future, which may include
guest représentatives from
different Israeli universities.

'DATES -
DISCUSSED
By Avi;ﬁrojgzs

On February 13, 1973, the
Undergraduate Student Council,
comprised of representatives
from YU  undergraduate
divisions, met to discuss the
academic calendar for the coming

school year.
One idea presented was lo
begin school after the Yom

Tovim, with graduation ap-
proximately the third week in
June. There would be no breaks
except for a one week in-
tersession, Thanksgiving, New
Years, Purim, and Pesach.

Another suggestion was to
hold freshman orientation in the
week of August and starting
classes the firsi week of Sep-
tember. with a tweyweek in-
tersession and a mid-
semester breaks.

An optional offering of Judaic
studies mini-courses prior to the
Yom Tovim, with regular classes
beginning after the Yom Tovim
and a condensed schedule similar
10 the first plan, was the third
proposal.

In the next (wo weeks the
Student  Council leaders will
meet and decide on the
prospective plans, which will
then be voted upon by the
student bodies of the schools.

The undergraduate Student
Council consists of students,
administrators and faculty, to
communicate ideas and issues

which  involve the YU
tindergraduate schools in
general.

Professor Morris Silverman,
University Registrar, announced
that the YU catalogue will be out
shortly. Its 200 pages will
describe all the undergraduate
schools and it will be distributed
to the siudents.

the Observer stafi along with
the entire student body
warmly congratulate our
much-loved teacher Peninnah
Schram upon her engagement
to Dr. Gerome Thaler. May
they find much happiness
together for years 1o come.

Dial 568-4700 And Find
- Out Y.U.R. Listening!!

Laurie Drucker in Studio A.
by Laurie Drucker

Friedman
Norman Wisnicki (alias “Slick

To most students at Stern and
Yeshivy Colleges, 5684700 is a
familiar number. It is the
telephone number of W.Y.U.R.,
Yeshiva University Radio, the
station which always welcomes
listener's phone calls.

W.Y.U.R. originated in 1968
through the efforts of Dean
Bacon and a few devoted in-

{chief engineer),

Sniek™ the Jewish music
director), Leonard Fuld (the on
the spot news reporter) Steve
Mandel, and our Stern coor-
dinator Nancy Warshawsky.
There are four associate board
members; Laurie Drucker,
David Kolat, Norman Grass, and

dividuals who struggled within Phil Billet. Many governing
tight gchedules, and broad d board s spend two or
from the nafrow confines of three and more hours a night

RIETS Hall. In 1971, growing
pains were eased by its move to
its present larger site in the
Student Union Building of
Yeshiva College, on Amsterdam
Avenue and 183 Street.

According to the response to
recent poll of listeners, the
quality of this year's program
surpasses that of last year's.
W.Y.UR.S POPULM 18
UNDOUBTEDLY _GROWING
FAST. People will now stay up
late to listen to Y.U.R. and they
wake up to W.Y.UR., as well,
which broadeasts from 7:15-8:45
a.m., (820 on your AM dial). In a
recent questionnaire, one of our
listeners stated that, "My best
D.J. is the guy in the A.M., he
really comes close to sounding
like Jonathan Swartz on WNEW-
FM."

There are, in fact, over fifty
underpaid,  under-financed,
overenthused and hard-working
YU and Stern students who help
to make WYUR the station that
“speaks your language.”
WYUR's governing board
consists of Glenn Hersh, Robert
K. Simkovic (known as “Simky”,
the program director) David S.
RAV  LICHTENSTEIN—On
Wednesday, Feb. 27 at 8 PM,
Rabbi Lichtenstein, a former
Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS, will
speak at Stern College. Rabbi
Lichtenstein is presently a Rosh
Yeshiva in Israel, visiting the
United States, giving various
lectures and Shiurim. The lec-
ture at Stern is sponsored by

Student Council, and it is open to
alt Stern and YC students.

HOLD IT —The Ofifice of
Studen1 Services announces the
new rule that teachers must
keep final exams for one year, in
case students have any questions
about the exams.

OPEN TILL #P.M.
SPECIAL ATTENTION FOR SOCIAL FUNCTIONS
LARGE OR SMALL .. OVER 1ee SEATS

ESTHER’S KOSHER DAIRY - RESTAURANT

163 MADISON AVENUE (Near 33rd $¢.) N.Y.C Telephone My 57200

Undet the Export and Reliable Management of the Well Knows
Eather g Chaim Drdentiich

Fully Air Conditionsd __

Shemer Shebbos

-For Stem College Girls Only: 1% Off o8 all Meals Over $1.5¢

keeping the station running
efficiently, and with a strong
accent on “Ear Appeal.”

Glen Hirsh has been on the
staff of WYUR for over three
years (and a loyal listener since
its origin). Glenn, for the mast
part, does the “outside” work of:
the station. Working with faculty
administration and oh a very
limited budget, he hopes that
WYUR will eventually serve the
entire Jewish community of
greater New York.

While Glenn is working on the
“outside”, Simky is working on
the “inside.” When(jasked to
describe the station, Robert
Simkovic, quickly replies, “Ein-
Kemoshienu” there is none like
our's. This is Simky's third year
with WYUR. His devation and
loyalty are equalled only by
many great a lish s

daily, and attempts to bridge the
Yeshiva and Stern Communities
in a closer commradore.

Never doubt it! WYUR is your
radio station, and always strives
to please all listeners. It is
always ready eager to respond to

- its listening audience, and honor

all requests, dedications, and
suggestions. That is a promise. A
new poll will soon be taken to
judge your opinions and ideas for
the station. Your phone calls play
a major role in planning shows.

As a direct resvlt of last year's
poll, the bulk of this semester’s
time is dedicated to Israeli and
Jewish American music. We
broadcast both recorded and live
performances. WYUR has more
than doubled our number of
Israeli records this year.

There are many taped and live
sheurim and spérts specials
broadcast to the Yeshiva
studenl. The Rav's Sheur, as
well as the other important
speakers and assemblies

There are many taped and live
sheurim and sports specials
broadcast to the Yeshiva
student. The Rav's Sheur, as
well as the other important
speakers and assemblies are
recorded. .

No matter what the program
is, we all gratefully realize that it
is because of the wonderful spirit
of cooperation and the expert
technical talents that WYUR
comes over so well WYUR
shines in many facets. It is in-
volved in many areas. We have
given our enthusiastic help to the
Student Democratic Society, as
well as the Jewish Arts Festival.

Though occassionally a few
minor problems way arise,
things run pretty smoothly. We
have a large audiente of people
who feel that WYUR is the best
and most listened to.

Simky feels that Yeshiva
University should communicate
in ways other than printed
publication. Music can and does
express more than words in his
opinion. WYUR serves a special
function as the only extra-
curricular activity which unites
Yeshiva and Stern Colleges

BRIEFS

SECRETARY—Jeanette  Sto-
bezki has been elected as the
new secretary of Stern College's
Student Council, replacing
Esther Axelman who resigned in
order to go work on an Israeli
Kibbutz. Jeanette, a psychology
major, is President of the Sports
Club at Stern, head of the Ski
Tour Committee, serves as a Big
Sister, on the copy staff of the
Observer, is Chairman of the
Magen David Adom, and was
inyolved in the Jewish Arts
Festival.

SKI-TRIP—Stern's one day Ski
Tour will depart on February
24th for the Holiday Mountain
Ski Area. Chairwoman of the trip
is Jeanette Stobezki.

The Observer staff along
with the entire student body
wish Mr. Lawrence Wise,
head of library work-study
and literary assistant, a
hearty Mavel Tovon hisrecent
marriage to Rachél Zanziper.
We wish them a long life of

Cold Shabbos lunch

T & G SHOMER SHABBOS GROCERY
AND DELICATESSEN

Now in Vicinity — Glatt kosher
Open Dally from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm Including Sund

APPLY NOW
for .
A YEAR OF STUDY
in Israel
(as of Sept. 1974)
at
GOLD COLLEGE
FOR WOMEN Jerusalem
* MACHON GOLD
TEACHERS SEMINARY
* COLLEGE of
Judaic Studies
* MECHINA - (students
with limited background)
and at
NEVE YERUSHALAYIM
SEMINARY FOR GIRLS

* MACHONN.C.S.Y.(students
with limited background

9 y

and Challahs available

Thursday morning - Friday 3:00
33¢d STREET — BETWEEN MADISON AND FIFTH AVENUES

* &g 4 Pm’m
Applications & Interviews at
TORAH EDUCATION DEPT,
515 Park Avenue NYC 10022

(212) PL 2-0600 (ext. 370)






