In response to a disclosure
which announced that Yasir
Arafat was a guest at the
Waldorf Astoria and that the
Flag of the Palestinian
Liberation Organization was
flying high_above that hotel,
hundreds of Stern students
rallied there to voice their
protest. At first, it seemed as

though there were more
policemen than students
present, but that situation

was only momentary. It
appeared to the protesters as
if the police were expecting a
rather violent rally as there
were paddy wagons and
mounted police ready for
action. The fears of the police
were unfounded, as Rabbi
Avraham Weiss prepared to
lead the demonstration
around the hotel area quietly.
The participants then moved
across the street, where they
raised their voices loud and
strong.

Rabbi Steven Risken, of
the Lincoln Square
Synagogue, addressed the
protesters. He explained to
newcomers and onlookers
how, on a moments notice,
students came to rally against
Yasir Arafat and his cause.
He very vehemently stated
that the city of New York has
more Jews and more Jewish
policemen than any city in the
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world. How then, he asked,
could they commit the crime
of the century by giving
protection to the very peopie
who wish to destroy our
nation? Rabbi Riskin said
that he had only one message
for the day: “This is not the

first  demonstration.” He
emphatically acknowledged
that Jewish people and

freedom loving people will
never allow the flag of the
PLO to fly over the hotel, over
the United Nations, or
anywhere in the world.

The next speaker, Rabbi
Avi Weiss, commenced by
reading a statement issued by
a present day Nazi, Arafat,
who stated “our hope is the
destruction of modern Israel.
We don't want peace, we
want war and victory.” Yasir
Arafat is a man who wants a
free and democratic state in
which Jews wouldn't be
permitted in the old city.
Rabbi Weiss claimed, as did
Abba Eban, that if the world
can tolerate twenty Arab

states, it can tolerate one
Jewish state. The Rabbi
asked how the Waldorf

Astoria could admit Arabs to
their suites — Arabs that
throw children out of win-
dows and murder atheletes in
Munich. He continued along
this thought by stating that

Sylva Zalmanson
Welcomed by Stern

by Gail Epstein

The students and faculty of Stern
College were privileged to greet the
renowned Sylva Zalmanson on
Tuesday, November 5th. The
occasion was quite moving for us,
and hopefully for Sylva as well.

The program began with a short
introduction by Rabbi Saul Berman.
He discussed the fact that we have
only recently become aware of the
religious, cultural, and economic
oppression of the Soviet Jews, and
since that time we have merited to
see the rebirth of so many Jews in
Russia. The next speaker, Rabbi

Avraham Weiss, began with the
words: "Sylva is my rebbe and 1
believe that she should be your
rebbe. Consider her actions and
listen to her words.” Rabbi Weiss
stated that we have been praying for
Sylva for the last four years as the

symbol of all Soviet Jews and that we
must continue to pray for their sake:
He concluded by reading a letter
that he and his family wrote to Sylva
while she was in prison, but which
she never received. He had hoped to
indicate to Sylva the concern feit for
her outside of Russia. ... For we
{Continued on Page 3)

Students Protest Terrorists Arrival

murderers and terrorists who
come to this country should
not be granted police
protection.

Rabbi Saul Berman closed
the rally by urging all those
present to call on the
government of the United
States and to urge them to
repudiate Arabs represen-
tation. He further called on
the United States
representatives to the United
Nations to walk out in protest
of this outrage. Rabbi
Berman  publicly  asked
Mayor Beame and the City
Council to stop spending
hard earned tax dollars to
protect terrorists. He ended
with a few choice words for
Yasir Arafat. . . “We'll be
back,” and pointed to the
Israeli flag saying, *‘The flag
will fly — Am Yisroel Chai!”

Before the program closed
with Hatikvah, Rabbi Weiss
pointed to the Magen David
on the Israeli flag and ex-
plained how David Hamelech

Mass Demonstration |

by Beth Dauber
On October 14th, the United
Nations shocked the world by voting
to invite representatives of the
Palestinian refugees. The serious

used the symbol on his shield
when he was called to defend
himself from the enemy.
Rabbi Weiss recalled how
Jews were forced to wear’ it
during the holocaust. The
Magen David has become a
symbol of great optimism
through the many years of
suffering.

rep of this d were
felt not only by Jews but by people of
ail races, religions and creeds who
have a sense of moral justice.

The Conference of Presid

Echoes Jewish Outcry

100,000 rally against PLO.

referred. to the rally as “one of the
largest demonstrations in the city's
history.”" It was considered one of
the most orderly crowds by the chief
of operations of the Police Depart-
ment. The probable explanation for
this is the urgency.for a serious
attitude concerning the rally. The
demonstration was a show of moral
ton against the admission of

headed by Rabbi Israel Miller,
responded by organizing a mass
demeonstration on Monday Novem-
ber 4th in protest of the U.N. vote.
The rally was supported by such
varying groups as Agudas HaRabo-
nim and the AFL-CIQ.

The estimated number of protest-
ers ranged from between 60.000 to
175,000 fhe figure quoted during
the rally. The New York Times

the PLO to the U.N. debate.

Speakers at the rally included
such notables as Senator Henry
(**Scoop’)Jackson, Abba Eban, and
Moshe Dayan. Others who ver-
balized their outrage were Mayor
Abraham Beame. Senator Jacob
Javits, Ramsey Clark and Sister
Rose Therring. They echoed the
sentiments of the large crowd—The
Nation of Israel lives!

Sapir Challenged
by Questions

by Chaya Marcus

Pinchas Sapir. formally the
minister of Israel, now the
chairman of the Executive of World
Zionist Organization and the Board
of Governors of the Jewish Agency,
addressed the Student Body of Stern
College . during Club Hour, on
November 6.

Mr. Sapir began his speech by
citing the fallacy of the press in
presenting a picture of Israel as only
a fighting nation. It seems that the
only time one hears news about
Israel is during the times of violence.
Mr. Sap(r:- continued saying that
Israel is actually like any other

a remarkable number when one
considers that in 1948 there were
only one thousand university stu-
dents.

Also, there is much being done to
improve the conditions for new
immigrants so as to increase their
arrival. Actually, says Sapir who is
donating himself to increasing the
flow of mew settlers, it was the
Aliyah to Israel which enabled Israel
to exist independently. In order to
keep Israel independent, stated
Sapir, Aliyah must continue. There

Mr.  Sapir later entertained
questions from the audience. When
asked about settling in the new
areas such as Shechem and the West
Bank, Mr. Sapir answered that the
government makes all the final
decisions in cases like these, when
security is at stake. Moshe Dayan
says that it costs one million Israeli
pounds to settle a new area.
Therefore, Sapir strongly suggests
settling in those ‘placks already
established, such as the 43
settlements in Ramat Hagolan, who
d ly need settlers.

are many p ilable to
Olim who come to Israel. There is 2
great need for teachers in the new
settlement areas: In general, techni-

country. It is in a state of
production in all fields. Work too,
continues, although by different

_hands, during times of strife and

tension.

There are a total of seven
universities with a total of 50,000
students studying to become profes-
sionais in many fields. This is quite

cians, and p 1
are among those who are most
needed.

In conciusion, Mr. Sapir said that
no one can deny the existence of the
Israeli Army. However, its function
is to guard and protect the country
in event of war. It does not
symbolize any overwhelming war-
like Israeli attitude.

A guestion was polled regarding
efforts the government made to
stop Israelis from leaving Israel. Mr.
Sapir said that the reasons for
emigration are manyfold. Some
leave because they desire a higher
standard of living or a better salary,
which is unavailable in Israel. There
are those who are afraid because of
the military situation and leave to
avoid any problems apd/or trage-
dies. However, the Israeli govern-

(Continued on Page 3)
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- Jewish- community never before seln’ at demon-
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“the Palestine Liberation O#gi
representative of the Palestinian pea
in the deliberations ‘of the Generat’
question of Palestine in plenary

from many parts of this country:'§
attendance varied, but even the 7Y
estimates acknowledged the pres :
people

The demonstration was not
massive social event. The participand
listenig-attentively to the speec]

strations, came to express their solidarity in the
condemnation of the General Assembly’s decision

Stll, we have not yet won the battle\We cannot
predict what will be required of us, but must be
willing to express our feelings’ publicly and present
ourselves as unified i our concerns

Weights For

Measures

Last year Stern College initiated the Co-Op Program
permitting qualified students from Yeshjva University
High Schools to take courses at Stern. The courses they

_.mayregister for are regular college comses_excep! one

or two history courses which are taughl soleiy for Co-
Op students

This tnnovative and now controversial program is
presently being evaluated by the Stern College Senate
Polls were distnibuted to students and teachers last
year  On o the basis  of information  gathered,
suggestions tor improving  and  restructuring  the
program will be presented

The Senate, in its deliberations, should consider ali
the issues and conflicting demands of the groups
involved 1t 1s necessary to weigh and measure the
benefits accrued and damages incurred to the Co-Op
students, the Stern students and to Stern College, the
institution

Hail to the cga/

If Not Now, When?

dreamer, but S»Ivas appearance was in no u'ay a crushing
experience for us. The reality of her standing ‘before us was
more dream-like than authentic, her face becoming
3.dimensional rather than one confined to phatographs and
posters. Her name has been etched in our minds since the out-
rage of the 1970 Leningrad trials. But with this realization of
a dream come true, we incur, co-incidently, some great
responsibilities and duties. Her name cannot be displaced
now among the many we hear daily, for she had become a
face—imploring us and inspiring within us strength to uphold
our abligations. not only to her but to those whose freedom is
yet to be granted.

Sylva represented a2 common fink, unulng all who were
present and | feel. giving the student body our first feelmg of
Achdus. Her-words ring out in our ears; our freedom to learn
and practice Judaism is a right she has fought dearly for. Her
destiny is tied 10 ours tor she has become an integral part of
our existence as the embodiment of our own fears, desires and
hopes. Our emotional commitment to her must be deepened.
and complacency must not set in, for she has truly made
the mishna in avot so vivid for us—If F am not for myself. who
am |? and when | am for myself, what am 1?7 and if not now,
when? {(Avot 1, 4) oo

No Ultimate
Victory

As a result of the concerted efforts of World Jewry,
Slyva Zalmanson has been released from Soviet op-
pression. We, at Stern College, were fortunate enough
to have her come to our college and convey her vital
message to us. It was and always Mill be an experience
that we shall cherish and never forget.

Yet, despite our momentary gladness, we must not
forget or ignore those Jews who remair i the Soviet
Union. It is incumbent upon all of us to realize that as
long as even one Jew languishes in the Soviet Union
our work has not been completed. It is our duty to
continue to exert pressure on the Soviet authorities
through rallies, telegrams and any other means
available to us

We have achievedagreat victory with the release of
Sylva, but it 1s not th& ultimate victory. It was Sylva
whose presence reminded us that there are other
Russians, including her husband and brothers, who
await their chance for freedom
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A Place To

Go Home

by Judy Altshul

Monday we showed ou vutrage by attending a mass
rally at the United Nations. Tuesday, we danced and
rejoiced at Sylva Zalmanson's treedom. Wednesday,
we challenged Pinchas Sapir and his views when he
came to encourage us to come settle in Israel. The
week has been a busy one — along with our everyday
concerns, we are reminc'ed of our responmbllltles to
the world around us

o
As | stood at the rally; as | listened to Sylva
Zalmanson, as | reacted to Sapir's words, varied

thoughts ran through my mind. | began to get very
angry at myself — at my inadequacy. | can no longer
bk amenable to excuses, especially my own. The entire
Jewish people is in a state of internal crisis. One
outcome of Milchemet Yom Hakippurim is that the
Israelis realized that they, too, are Jev. s, and that their
fate is intertwined with ours. Now, we will see in-
creased efforts to encourage aliyah, especially among
the young people. The gap between Israeli Jew and
American Jew is closing for it is apparent that people
are needed to come settle in Aretz in order for the
country to survive. Perhaps this year is the time for the
American Jews to come to a realization. Although, we
are not the only Jews inChutz L'Aretz, we do represent
alarge number of people. it is time for some deep soul
searching for all of us. The situation that Israel finds
herself in right now, unfortunately, is not optimistic. It
is sad that we are pressured into making real decisions
because of the dangerous position Israel is in due to
the UN.'s recognition of the Palestinians. We are
being scared into our responsibilities.

To the religious Jew, there exists an added
dimension. Although the rel:glous community
represents only a small percentage ‘of the entire
population of the State, the religious obligation to
settle in Eretz Yisrael remains as much a mitzvah as

For Whom the Poll Tells

The student body of Stern College is largely unaware of the
power its voice carries. Complaints are heard loud and clear,
but when the time for constriictive criticism and attempted
change arrives, the mighty lion wimpers. At this very moment
opinion polls are being distributed regarding the present
grading system. The student has a chance, through this poll,
to make known exactly how she feels on this issue. Yet, the
students remain silent. In the near future, a number of polls
will be distributed among students. If the students want
change, they should say so. and say it loud. It also gives the
taculty and the student government an idea of what students
are thinking. The next time polls are distributed. fill them
out! 1t requires a minimal amount of time and. in the long
run. will be beneficial. If you don’t speak out on the polls, you
forfeit your official voice on crucial issues. Lon t arbitrarily
assign the entire blame to the faculty, the administration or
the student body for the faults you perceive in Stern. If they
don't know what's bothering you, this situation cannot be. .
am:horatvd """

Shmirat Shabbat. Numbers do not diminish our
fulfilling of G-d's commands. There is great debate as
to the religious character of the political State of Israel
and this debate will continue. It is most important that
we realize the tact that the future of Israel is bound up
in the observance of Torah. Realistically, the religious
situation in Israel is not what it should or could be. It is
in the hands of the religious idealists, those who will
dare to try to change the status quo. Who would be
better fit for the task than we, the young religious,
educated Jews We are not yet completely cynical or -
too old to try to affect a change. It is with this in mind,
that we must settle down and begin doing some
“Serious introspection. We share the total burden of
responsibility with those now living in Israel | can
think of no better way to express these ideas and needs
than to quote from Orot (Lights) by HaRav Avraham
isaac Kook, 271, the first Ashkenazi chief rabbi of
Israel

Eretz Israel is not something apart from the
soul of the Jewish people; it is no mere national
possession, serving as a means of unifying our people
and buttressing its material, or even its spiritual,
survival. To regardEretz Israel as merely a toof for
establishing our national unity or even for
sustaining our retigion in the Diaspora by preserving its
proper character and its faith, piety and observances
— is a sterile notion; it is unworthy of the holiness of
Eretz Istael. The hope for the return to the Holy Land is
the continuing source of the distinctive nature of
Judaism in the Diaspora; the judaism of Eretz tsrael is
the redemption.”

Perhaps we were not zocheh (worthy)} to be born in
Eretz Israel; or perhaps we are zocheh (worthy) to be
reborn through aliyah inEretz Israel. As our Sages said,
“A mitzvah that has been made available to us to
fulfill, we should not let it sour.”

Letters to the Editor
Response to Educational Goals

Dear Editor,

I read with great interest the
article in the last issue of the Oh-
server, ‘‘Re-evaluation of Educa-
‘tional Goals™ by Rachel Shapiro, in
which she recommends that Jewish
women delve into the neglected area
.of Tanach, or Torah She'Blchmv' to

1 the male p
with Gemara, or Torah She'B‘nl
Peh.

I agree with Miss Shapiro’s basic
premise but do not feel that this
should exclude the woman of any
contact with Gemara; in the same
way that Gemara cannot be studied
without any. seference to pesukim in |

tContinued on Page 3) )
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Where Have All The Girls Gone?

by Sharon Yellin

Where have all those youny gitls
gone? !

Those young girls who sally forth
from Stern College each vear—
where have they gone and why have
they gone? '

Each  semester a number of
students chdose nor to return to the
college. According to Stern Regis-
trar, the statistics show: 43 girls left
i Fall 1974, 3 in Spring 1974, 68 in
Falt 1973, 12 in Spring 1973, 70 in
Fall 197212 in Spring 1972 and 85
in Fall 1971.

Professor Silverman, the Univer-
sitv Registrar, states that the
average attrition rate, the rate of
withdrawals per year, of Sterp
College is between 15-20%. The
average attrition rate in colleges
throughout the country is 20%. He
also motes that the rate has
increased slightly within the past
few years.

What causes the 15-20% attrition
rate at Stern College and what
induces the former Stern student to
look elsewhere?

Approximately six years ago, a
questionnaire was distributed to
students leaving Stern to determine

their reasons for withdrawing.

The most pepular reasons given
for the withdrawals were related to
1} tinances 2) absence of desired
courses at Stern and 3) personal
attairs.

Finances—Most of us are well
aware of the fact that Stern is hardly
inexpensive, Tuition per year is
$2000.00. in addition to the
dormitory fee of $500.00. [n lieu of
these statistics. city cotleges which
are frec are 2 tempting alternative.

Number of courses available—
Leafing through the Stern Cata-
logue, one notices the limited
number of courses available, and
the limited amount of instructors.

A. number of students are
frustrated in their attempts to get a
well-rounded education, and many
girls are unable-to find enough
courses available in their major.
Even though there is the possibility
of a shaped major, this may prove to
be both difficult and costly.

Personal Affairs—Many of those
girls who get married find it more
convenient to attend colleges closer
to their homes. Some of the
betrothed are unable to continue
their education at Stern, and others

are not able to continue their
education at all.

Though this survey was taken six
years ago. the administration
believes that the results would be
nearly the same today.

Mrs. Zurotke Director of Student
Services who conducted a study in
the past. supports the “lack-of-
majors available™ theory. Occupa-
tional therapy and nursing are two
exaniples that underline this theory.

A random poll of 20 currently
enrolled  Stern students revealed
that five of the twenty girls were
planning on transferring. three were
considering  the
twelve were intent on staying. Four
out of the five girls transferring cited
as their reason the lack of courses in
their major. They are unwilling to
proceed with the complications and
expense of a shaped major.

The girls who responded negative-
ly to the question gf transferring
were then asked what bothers them
most about Stern and what, if
anything, could possibly induce
them to leave. More than half the
girls responded that generally there
are a limited amount of courses

(Continued on Page 9)

Letters To The Editor

Decorum

Dear Editor:

Derech Eretz Kadma L'Torah—
Respect is foremost in the Torah.

A speaker comes to our house,
Stern College. as a guest, therefore,
he should be treated accordingly.
Proper behavior we learn from our
patriarch  Abraham in parshat
Vayerah 18:3. Here we see Abraham
on a hot day, weak from
circumcision, yet running to greet
his guests. He is in the midst of
talking to G-d. and yet he leaves to
greet mere guests!

In the Gemara, Shabbas 127:1 it
states, " Gedoja hachnasat Orchim

Mekahal

was a guest in my home and that he
should be treated with derech eretz
(respect).  Unlike some people
present, I did not feel it was the time
for an attack.

Certainly we all know that there is
a proper way to ask a question. To
be belligerent to a “guest by
approaching him with the attitude
“I've made up my mind so don't
confuse me with facts” or by asking
a question just to be heard is not
considered respectful. -

Let me eclaborate. There was
nothing wrong with the questions
asked, but rather the way they were

p I know from speaking

P’hei Hashechtha™ (It is
greater to fulfill the mitzva of
welcoming guest than to receive the
presence of G-d.) Ergo, putting this
mitzva in its proper perspective we
can now apply it to our situation.

Pinchas Sapir was a guest in our
home November 6. 1 didn't agree
with many of his stands and policies.
Many things disturbed me. Yet.
when the question and answer
period came, I remembered that he

Response

{Continued-from Page 2)
the Torah She'Bichtav, so Tanach
should not be learned without
allusion to Torah she’B’aal .Peh.
The commentaries on the Torah
such as Rashi and the Ramban
depend heavily not only upon
medrash aggadah but aiso,
especially in the more halachik
portions of the Torah upon medrash
halacha and gemara. In order to
fully understand a disagreement
between such commentaries, it is
necessary to be familiar with the
actual sources they use.“If, as we
believe in the Orthodox Jewish
tradition, the Oral and Writtew Law

are interdependent,’ then how can |

ane who concentrates on the Torah

with my fellow students that I am
not alone in feeling that there was
hostility in many-of the girls voices.
This is most definitely uncalled for
and, furthermore, unhalachik.
-In the future when we are
lQ:chnls orchim (welcoming guests)
let's remember the Gemara in
Shabbas.
Yehudis Haas
TIW January, 1975

She'Bichtav neglect the Torah
She’B'aal Peh, at least when they
specifically interrelate?

1 am not implying that Jewish
women should learn Talmud to the
extent that men do; that would
defeat the idea of separate but equal
roles in learning as expressed by

~Miss Shapiro. However, I dofeel

that in order to refer to Talmud
within the context of their Tanach
studies, women should possesg
certain textual skills in Gemara and
Medrash if they want to understand
the points of reference. Thus the
study of Gemara by women might
be justified as beneficial to the more
important task of fearning Tanach.
' Judy Kieinerman, '75

Requirements

Dear Editor,

In order to graduate Stern College
for Women, one must schedule
certain required courses into her
program ‘of studies. The subject of
"*requi " is one of
heated, (mostly outraged) discussion
among the students at Stern. I've
even heard it remarked that somg
prospective  students to  Stern
decided against enrollment because
they would be forced to take a
science, English, history, philoso-
phy. speech and — good grief — a
foreign language.

Who among us has not ex-
perienced that first terrifying speech
in front of her entire speech class?
Many of us would rather have
jumped into the East River than
deliver that first awkward oration.
Who hag not suffered the rigors
involved in memorizing the causes,
events and results of the French
Revolultion? Have we not all
been coerced into a fluent
knowledge of Spanish, French or
some other dastardly difficult
tongue concerning which we all
swear up and down we'll “never
use?” And a “‘required” science —
surely the most offensive offering
proferred by the Administration.

But you kmow, I'm a more
capable conversationalist because of
that odious speech course. And that
adominable ‘Western Civ" course
really lends me an advantageous
perspective on world history, which
serves me well in all my other

possibility. and

Portrait of a Jew

by Rachel Shapiro

and Chaya Hilsenrath
How does one approach a Ru\sum.
Jew just released ftom labor camp?
We pondered this question as the
taxi brought us cluoser t an
unexpected  interview  with  the
famed prisoner of conscience, Syiva
Zalmanson. who is in the United

States at the invitation ol the
National Conlerence v Soviet
Jewry.

On arrival we were quickly

ushered inte a conference " room
whose postered walls proclaimed
“Help Save Sylva'" Her mere
presence showed we had. As Ms.
Zalmanson stated, "My release is
testimony that pressure can be
effective and can lead to a victorious
fight. My release is the victory of the
people here!””

A courageous woman, Syiva
wears a prisoner of conscience

| ¥ o 3 .
Syiva Zaimanson stands in US.
necklace to remind herself and
others of those still imprisoned.
Although she appeared healthy, her
smoking belied supptessed tension
(Continued on Page 7}

Pinchas Sapir

(Continued from Page 1)
ment's goal is to create better
conditions in order to keep people in
Israel.

When asked why soldiers were
short of bullets during the Yom
Kippur War, he answered that, in
general, equipment was scarce at
the beginning of the war. The reason
for this, was that many high ranking
officials were surprised at the
outbreak of the war. However in the
course of the war, 400,000 soldiers
were mobilized. This is 41 per cent
of all the manpower between the
ages of 18-41. Substantial amounts
of money were spent on munitions to
equip the soldiers properly.

When asked about the probability
of another war in the near future,
Mr. Sapir said that he didn’t believe
that one was imminent. One may

Sylva

(Continued {rom Page 1)
are indeed one people. . ..Only
when you will be freed will we really
be freed. Rest assured that we feel
your plight. We were once silent, but
you have taught us never to be silent
again.”

Sylva spoke in Russian, but an
interpreter was present offering a
sentence by sentence translation.
She began by expressing the
gratitude she felt toward us, but also
mentioned her irrepressible feeling
of envy upon seeing how easily we
can lead Jewish lives here. We can
study Jewish history. the Hebrew
language. and the values of the
Jewish religion without being

venture to say, he continued, that
without  Sadat's  organizational
power, plans for a war cannot be
formulated and d ful-
ly. At this moment a war is not in
Sadat's interest. He is building
resort towns along the Suez Canal,
He would like to be less dependent
on Russia and more self-sufficient.
Thus a war would not benefit him at
all. However, this does not mean
that Israel can set down her guns.
She must always remain in a state of
constant readiness.

Sapir ended by saying that our
jobs as Americans is to go on Aliyah.
Should we remain in the U.S., we
must supply Israel with funds to
meet her growing financial needs
incurred by the many wars and the
tight security measures enforced.

their unbearable plight. The deci-
sion to hijack the plane was not
intended to harm anyone, but rather
simply to evoke the concern of all
Soviet Jews as well as Jews outside
Russia, In spite of this, some
received very long sentences, while
others were sentenced to life
imprisonment. They knew in
advance that this action was
extreme and possibly suicidal, but
they felt that there was no
alternative open to them.

Sylva attributed the lightening of
the prison sentences to us, to our
protests and our sofidarity. She
pointed out that it was because of us
that she was released, that other

were ligh d, and that

courses. 1 even use my i
French or Spanish on the streets
occasionally or run across a French
phrase in my reading sometimes,
which I can translate easily. I'm
réally learning some useful in-
formation from biology — tidbits I
ought to know about my body. how
it relates to the world, how it can
produce a child.

And I find I'm a little better
informed, 1t ded and

per This is hing which
we may take for granted. but Sylva
does not. Being exposed to such a

now. 35,000 people per year may
leave 't Soviet Union. Yet. the

happi and the grati that

harsh, hostile . Sylva
continued. the logical course of
action for Russian Jews would have
been to assimilate. In spite- of this,
the Jews did not assimilate, always
remembering their ties to Judaism
and .to the Jewish homeland.

Syiva ‘then described the “un-

"knuwledgcablq woman for- all of
[these’ “cursed” requirements.
i Nancy Schwartz

balanced  and
struggle between the Russian Jews
and .the Russian government when

Sylva feels because of her newly-
acquired freedom is greatly over-
shadowed by the sadness she feels
for her husband, brothers, and
friends who still have long prison
terms ahead of them. Sylva felt
assured that we would not give up
our struggle for them because of her
release, and, concluding her speech,
she ‘expressed a sincere hqge for
(Continued on Page 11)

several Jews a d to p
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(/Mou{zc;zi dMafnu.s[ Noah
[1785-1851)

by Laorel T. Havery

Mordecai Manuel Noah, Philadelphia
gentleman and sentimentalist, by vocation
lawyer, consul, editor, playwright, essayist,
politician, sheriff. Surveyor of the Port of New
York, and associate justice; by avocation
duelist, orator. sponsor of schemes, and
utopian dreamer, is a little-remembered name
out of the past.

Noah's roots are pre-Revolutionary, going
back-orrThespaternal side, in all likelihood. to
the Portugese doctor, Samuel Nunez Ribeiro,
who migrated to Georgia from London in
1733. His grandfather. Jonas Phillips, who

served in the Revolutionary War, was a frim

of Washington, and His own father, Man
Noah, seems to have been an aide-de-camp to
the General, Tradition has it that Washington
himself witnessed the ketubah when Zipporah
Phiflips and Manue! Noah married.
Mordecai Noah grew up in the crowded

" Philadeiphia house of his grandfather, where,

as a boy, he saw Franklin walk that city's
streets. Noah developed a fove of books, which
he satisfied at the Old Franklin Library, and a
passion for the theater, which would never be
exorcised. In later years, he would call the
theater the moral teacher of his youth, a lofty
compliment to a form of entertainment that
was still being scourged by minister and
moralist alike.

Drama, however, was native to Mardecai
Noah. And if financial exigencies preciuded a
fuil-time career in the theater, he brought a
sense of the histrionic to everything he
touched. It colored his diplomatic mission to

Tunis, his success with Tammany, and his
role in the newspaper wars of the 1830's.

Nevertheless, the six plays which Noah did
write, most particularly, She Wounld Be a
Soldier, The Slege of Tripoli, and Marion; or
The Hero of Lake George, made him, in the
words of a contemporary newspaper, the most
popular playwright of his day. Romantic
melodramas  of the blood-and-thunder
school—ngither a regiment of troops nor an
elephant was alien to Nozh's theater—his
plays made the important contribution of
introducing American themes to the
American stage.

Perhaps the most impressive of Noah's
theatricals took place not on the stage but in
Buffalo, New York, in September, 1825,
where with costume and  pageantry. he
proclaimed Ararat, an interim refuge for
world Jewry, on Grand Island in the Niagara
River. Noah's utopian dream. seasoned
perhaps with the vision of profits from” land
speculation, failed. The Jews of Europe and
Asia did not come, and all that remains of
Ararat is the cornerstone in the Buffalo
Historical Museum.

But Mordecai Noah's dream of a Jewish
State remains prophetic. Tarnished a little by
opportunism, it contains. nevertheless, the
seeds of a new Zionism. (1)

(1) For further information on this
interesting figure, see Isaac Goldberg, Major
Noah: Amedc‘n-.lew‘hh Ploneer (Freeport,
New York: Books for Libraries Press, 1972).

Booﬁ cﬁsm’sw —
045, a "Driven ££af

by Judy Fruchter

1t often takes a good book to make us
question our very existence. Such is the
impact of As A Driven Leaf. by Milton
Steinberg, a thought provoking historical
novel. As A Driven Leaf concerns the life and
times of Elisha Ben Abuyah, later. called
“Acher” in the Mishna for his heretical
‘thoughts and abandonment of Judaism.
Almost every student of the Talmud is
[familiar with the story of the little boy who
wanted to fetch the little birds from their nest
in a high tree. Obeying his father's wishes,
and the Biblical command, the boy first sent
the mother bird‘away before taking its little
ones. The moral message of this story was
meant to emphasize the boy's admirable acts

. of duty i sending the mother bird and in

honoring his tather. For pertorming either ot
these mitzvot, the Torah promises loné life. In
the process of descending the ladder.
however, the boy fell off and died, Many
scholars were baffled by the outcom¢ of such
acts of devotion. For Elisha Ben Abuyah, who
witnessed the tragedy, it meant a total
severing of belief in G-d. Thus, Milton
Steinberg builds on an historical account of
the spiritual wavering of the once renowned
Torah scholar, climaxed be
mentioned event.

the afore-

Steinberg's intention is not solely to record
history; rather it is to use history as a

found

for and

human ambivalence. Elisha is the learned
secular Jew who is forced to learn and practice
Judaism under the esteemed Rabbi Meir.
Elisha's teachers and colleagues, including
Rabbi Akiva, Rabbi Shimeon ben Gamliel,
Yochanan Ben Zakkai and other members of
the Sanhedrin  progressively intertwine
themselves with the shaky conflicts within
Elisha's soul. His final renunciation of Jewish
belief is caused by his inability to accept basic
premises or equate them with Euclid’s logical
theory of geometry. Conflicts of reason,:
doubt, and even passion await Elisha in his
endless search for peace of mind. The pain is
immediate for both the character and reader
alike, as one empathizes with seemingly
adolescent religi doubting. The questi
ing mind in this case, however, is not
adolescent in ability, age or esteem. Likewise,
the ridicule of heretical thoughts, particularly
among the great scholars of Israel, during the
first and second centuries, was extremely
strong.

The historical authenticity of the novel is
indeed questionable. Yet, whether truth, or
more likely fiction, the message is strong and
powerful. A plot of fear and uncertainty
unfolds, and the reader is left with a stronger
heart and a keener mind after completing the
420 page work. Despite the ancient setting,
Steinberg creates a familiarity and immediacy
as he focuses on the Jew's innermost thoughts,
doubts . .. and ultimate certainties.

Observer faﬁem’zy ;S,upp[smsnt

goocmys, .(Pﬁc[l./z c@otg:
HA Woman's Comp[aint

ﬁ by Carole G. Silver

The Jewish woman who seeks a valid image
of herself# Phillip Roth’s novella, *‘Goodbye
Columbus,” is doomed to disappointment.
She may find splendid stereotypes and
brifliant caricatures, but instead of discover-
ing truly Jewish or female characters, she will
find herself confronting ethnically colored
middle-class American male fantasies.

Three distinct female stereotypes appear in
“Goodbye, Columbus.” The first of them,
Neil Klugman's cousin Doris (who is fater
reincarnated as Alex Portnoy's sister Hannah)
tepresents the somewhat passive, unatirac-
tive, and asexual Jewish girl. Poor
Doris—who peels rather than tans while she
reads but never finishes War and Peace—is
the “‘nebbish™ of the trio. She barely attains
the status of a negative fantasy,

Aunt Gladys (Roth's preliminary sketch for
the full portrait of Sophie Portnoy) is. at least,
memorable. As a smother-mother bursting
with energy. anxiety, possessiveness, martyr-
dom, and food, she is a vivid destructive force.
Representing what some American men see in
their mothers, the truth of her character is
distorted by the protest impiicit in Neil's
responses to her. He assumes that his
problems are really all mama’s fauit and that
mom’s _sbstitute—Aunt  Gladys—is  just
anothét pain in his oedipus.

Brenda Patimkin, equally destructive, is
Roth’s quintessential Jewish ~American
Princess. She is shown as arrogant,
narcissistic, and competitive, yet beautiful,
fascinating, and lovable. \Essentially 2
stereotype and the projection of a male
fantasy, Brenda is a descendant of the dark
lady or fatal woman of British and American
literature. One of the reasons she is Jewish_is
because the literary conventiop from which
she is derived often selected Ievrish women as
dark ladies.

Like all fatal women, Brenda is beautiful.
Neil is disturbed by the quality of her beauty;
instead of being the sensual, unconsciously
lovely ““Polynesian maiden” he desires, she is
vain and fully aware of her attractiveness.
Brenda is not useful or serviceable. Her skill
at swimming, tennis, and horsemanship
disturbs Neil; her competitive nature angers
him. Brenda is not subservient. She never
considers Neil her superior, and she is far
from submissive to his wishes. Brenda,
though near-sighted about herself, is
intelligent. Her “practical, infuriating ques-
tions” pierce Neil's facade and weaken his
defenses. Worst of all, Brenda is rich. Like
Daisy in The Great Gatshy, she is the “king's
daughter.”

Although her choice of Daddy Patimkin
over Neil is merciless, it is a choice expected of
the dark lady and inevitable in terms of the
fantasy. For Brenda is unobtainabie and
unembraceable; these are the reasons Neil
Kiugman so greatly desires her.

By the end of the novella Neil has
recognized part of his problem. He knows
that he has erred in trying to obtain the
unobtainable, that his love has been mixed
with lust and hatred. Brenda, like all
fantasies, vanishes, leaving Neil to contem-
plate his own true love: himself.

In Brenda, as in Aunt Gladys and Sophie
Portnoy. Roth has created a figure who is to
demonstrate how spoiled and selfish Jewish
women are, how they attack and attempt to
destroy the identity of Jewish men. Yet what
Roth does not seem to recognize is that
Brenda represents his own fear of mature love
and responsiblility. In not creating a real,
three dimensional woman but, instead, a
fantasy creature who is goddess and witch,
Roth reveals the conflicting set of
expectations in his own mind—his ambiva-
lence to and fear of women. Brenda has the
last laugh.

04nt£quz

the old Jews

by Frederick Plotkin

left good accounts of themselves;

no statued emperors, but

jars with leaves and faces, jars

you might keep water in yourself: one
shaped like a bird, whistles as you pour.

another, a fish, claps fins,
sings with open mouth: she whisties too.

they made horns from shells

sculpted portrait heads on wooden wheels:
thoughtful faces, eyes alert, mobile

lips: not nervous, more spiritual,

a race you could be proud of—

curious, often fearful

they arrived at considered judgments,

moved arms and hands, examined the effect.

in dark, old wooden cases of museums,

whole towns carouse

This poem is reprinted from The Minnesota
Review, Vol. IX, No. I {1969)

The Jerusalem of this world is not the
Jerusalem of the next world. To the Jerusalem
of this world. whoever wants to goes up. To
the one in the next world — only those ascend
“ . who are invited. (Bava Batra)
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What's On 04 cglto;zg

by Peninnah Schram

What is storytelling? What place does the
storytefler have in our lives?

I want to tell you a story.” These magic
words help create special feelings in us. When
a story is told, a whole imaginary world fuses
the reality of the past. present and future and
what was and may have been.

The oral tradition existed throughout
history. Whenever people were interested in
sharing their experiences of hunting for
food—boasting about their exploits—teach-
ing their children to survive, live good lives, to
continue the traditions. At one time the
storyteller was a very important character in
the life of many societies. Epics were recited
rather than read. These troubadors would
sing songs representing §tories which would
entertain and inform. In the U.S., as well as in
Europe and Russia, the role of the peddiar
was very important because he brought news
of other parts of the country wherever he
went. Today, the mass media has, to a large
extent, taken over these various roles.

For the Jews, the Oral Tradition. Torah
Sheb’al-Peh, played a central role in their
cultural experience. In ancient times, Jews
exchanged stories, wise sayings, parables and
riddles long before anyone wrote them down.
King David sang his Psalms which. in turn,
were recited from memory for generations
after. The rabbis of old taught the Bible and
the moral fessons of Judaism to the people
through the telling of legends and folktales
from the Talmud and Midrash. It is
interesting to note that these down-to-earth
and imaginative teachers did not write down
these ancient expositions on the law until the
period 100 B.C.-200 A.D.

The Jews have always relied on the Oral
Tradition for interpretation. communication,
Laws, customs and shared experiences. It was
a way of life for the Jews from the time of the
Prophet Isaiah and continued to predominate
in the Chassidi; in the Eigh h
Century, When break-up of the

the

traditional world of East European Judaism
came in the mid-Nineteenth Century, it led to
the beginnings of secular expression. Such
storyte]ler% as Mendele Mokher Seforim,
LL. Peretz and Sholem Aleichem were a
direct result of the Haskala (Enlightenment)
movement. Reading aloud and telling stories
is still practiced today, involving all of us, as,
for example, in the Torah reading, the
relating of the Pesach story at the Seder table,
the reading of the Megillah at Purim, and the
story of the Maccabees at Chanukah.

This Oral Tradition continued in my own
home as part of my childhood. When my
father indicated to us that he was going to tell
us a story, something special happened
within us. My father told us stories around the
Shabbas table. My parents would reminisce
about their growing up years in Russia or
retell the legends from the Talmud or
folktales. I would listen with all my senses. 1
can still “'see’" the straw-covered kitchen floor
in my grandmother's home in Sapiachok,
“smell” the Challah baking in the deep wall
oven. “‘hear” the Bolsheviks knocking on my
mother’s door at night in Vitebsk and “feel”
het fright-mixed-with-courage. In retrospect.
storytelling was my most effective method of
Jearning the humor and pain of the Jewish
people and a sense of our history.

Dr. Morris Epstein was a storyteiler par
excellence. As a teacher, he shared his stories
with his students and friends. In addition.
children and adults read the books he wrote
and edited. In the summer of 1973, he gave
his permission for'me to tell a story he had
included in THE NEW WORLD OVER
STORY BOOK, a volume he co-edited, on
one of my radio programs of LET'S TELL
TALES (WEVD-FM). That program was
broadcast in January. 1974, a few weeks after
his death. { am particularly grateful that there
are so many more stories to tell because of Dr.
Epstein's work in the field.

To laugh, to ery, to share our experiences
and to reinforce and teach our religious
values—that is what storytelling is all about!

Bible HAs H [Dia[ogus

by Dr. M. Havazelet N\

Martin Buber said it. While the other
classics of old are monologues, the Bible is a
dialogue. In the Greek tragedy, man is all
alone. In his aloneness, he has no one.
Oedipus Rex, we are told by the chorus, is
condemned to kill his father, live with his
mother, and finally, scratch out his eyes in
disgrace. He does not have foreknowledge and
therefore cannot change his fate.

But the Bible is a drama of two, G-d and
man. Man is the crown of creation. Only man
was created after long planning and thought.
“Let us make man.” (Genesis 1:26) G-d
makes a covenant with man and tatks to him
with great respect, even when he sins.

The two search for each other. Sometimes
they find each other and rejoice in

icating. S: i ication
breaks down. Both are in despair. The points
of communication are stations in the Bible
where the two meet, One shares in this
dialogue when he stops at these stations.

The first question G-d asked man was
“Where art thou?"' (Genesis 3:9) For without
man, G-d’s creation is meaningless. And man
searches for G-d. Without him he is in

darkness. “Return oh L-rd deliver my soul.”

(Psalms 7:5) *~

Because they love each other. *I have loved
thee with an everlasting love therefore with
affection have I drawn thee.” (Jeremiah 31:3)
says G-d to man.

“G-d is the rock of my heart and my
portion forever,” (Psalms 73:26) says man.
And he is in total happiness. “I will be glad
and exalt thee, I will sing praise in thy name.”
{(Psalms 9:3). .

Yet life and its adventures temporarily

“removed man from G-d. Then man cries out.

“Heal me, oh L-rd, for my bones
ache...my soul is frightened...l am
weary with my groaning.” (Psalms 7:4) He
complains bitterly. **Why standest thou afar
off, O L-vd?” Why hidest thou Thyself in
times of trouble?”... . (Psalms 10:1) *How
long, O L-rd wilt thou forget me forever? How
fong, O L-rd, wilt thou hide thy face from
me?” (Psalms 13:2)

And G-d calls man, too. *'Return, oh back
sliding children.” (Jeremiah 3:14) “Fear not,
for | have redeemed thee, I have called thee by
thy name, then thou art Mine.” (Isaiah 43:1)

And so the dialogue goes on.

Beyond time and space.

Happy is the man who has a share in this

It is most difficult to express a vacuum, to
put into words a sense of loss. For, at most,
the letters that form a word that attempts to
represent a feeling or idea are inadequate.
Therefore, we do not wish to dwell upon “a
memory."” Rather, we have chosen to dedicate
our supplement to an inspiration.

Dr. Morris Epstein, z”'l, was, among the
many other accomplishments, chairman of
the Stern Colilege English Department. He

Call Ot

Call It Sleep: An Early Jewish-American
novel. by Dr. Doris Shores

Call It Sleep. Henry Roth's novet of Jewish
life in New York, first appeared in 1934, long
before a school of Jewish-American writers
existed. It was then forgotten, not to be
rediscovered until years, later when the
experience of Jews in America began to
appear in literature. For this reason. Henry
Roath can be considered one of the literary
forefathers of some of the more famitiar
authors, such as Saul Bellow, Herbert Gold.
Bernard Malamud. and Philip Roth.

Quite apart from its historical interest, Call
It Steep is a fine novel. It is the story
essentially of a child. David Schear!, who has
come to America in the early years of the
twentieth century with his Eastern European
Jewish parents. We see him between the ages
of six and eight living in a New York shum,
which is brilliantly evoked in all its' brutal
squalor. He is a sensitive, lonely child trapped
in the oedipal situation. Disliked by and
distiking  his  bitter, violent father, a
permanently displaced person, David turns to
his -mother for warmth. Surely ome of
American literature’s most memorable female
characters, she is her son’s sole refuge from
many fears: the rat-infested cellar of the
tenement in which he lives, the violence of the
street buliies, the sex play forced upon him by
a lame girl, the bad-tempered rabbi in his
Hebrew school.

Roth is impressive in his ability to bring us
into the world—and into the very mind—of a

Pin

was a fine teacher. a fine friend and a fine
man. He was involved in the world of .
literature and of journalism. The students
and faculty of Stern College have contributed
to this special supplement, representative of
the worlds to which Dr. Epstein z"'I made
great contributions. These selections are in
tribute of what he meant to all of us.

*“The truest end of life is to know the life
that never ends.” Beresford

Sleep

young child. David's confused notions about
his mother’s sexuai reiationshiﬁ with Luter,
the boarder. is an example of a child's
instinctive grasp of emotional realities
although he lacks both the experience and
vocabulary to label them. Only James Joyce in
A Portrait of the Artist as 2 Young Man does
as well in conveying a child’s inner attempt to
make sense of the adult world, an attempt
which often results in anguish and terror.

Another admirable feature of Call It Sleep
is its varied language. Roth uses realistic
description to depict outer reality and
impressionistic techniques to convey inner
life. The final scene. David's transfiguration
and victory "over his world, is especially
effective stream of consciousness writing.
Perhaps the most striking use of language is
the dialogue. The characters speak Yiddish at
home and English outside. Their English is
broken and crude. as one would expect. but
their yiddish is refined. often lyrical. By this
means, Roth is able to suggest a double view
of his characters: the surface strangebness
and the inner complexities.

The literary merits of Call It Sleep are
considerable: moreover, this novel is an
important supplement to the experience of
today's American Jews. fewer and fewer of
whom are first or second generation
Americans. We can better understand the
Portnoys and the Patimkins—not to mention
ourselves—if we are acquainted with the
Schearls. No one has written about the lives of
immigrant Jews in America more movingly
than Henry Roth in Call It Sleep.

ned

Photo on desk: I've let him down again.
The shades are drawn; the light switch is ON.
Prone on the bed. sense of unease,
listening to radio and rhythm of rain,
Like all men a son, like many alone,

He shivers in the damping breeze.

The real dread click at the back of his head:
Timelessness grieved for but not innocence
Recalled. His body stretched on unmade bed
Groping in time for harmonious tense.

Yet even slumber cannot make him well,
Nor hair-shirt architect perfect that cell

Where arms enfold

The dead we have failed.

O I e

S Gaphay
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gooc{[;ys Columbus and Five c?/z’o'ct Storiss

Goodbye, Columbus and Five Short Storfes
Phitip Roth. 298 pp. 1957
" by Debble Deutch

The title novella in this first book by Philip
Roth concerns itself with a summer love affair
between Neil Klugman, a young man who
works in the Newark Public Library and
Brenda Patimkin, a Radcliffe undergraduate

scious. The whole, bright book seems to
express an urgent conflict between religious
sensibility and a bitter scoffing secular
cynicism. The importance of this grave
thematic conflict is concretized in Philip
Roth’s prose which causes the stories to glow
with an inner mood of the trivial real.

In The Conversion of the Jews, Roth plays
with fantasy and reality with the religious and
the secular. A boy climbs to the roof of hig
synagogue and demands that the rabbi bow
down and d the existence of G-d,

whose parents have worked up the
tadder frg7T Newark to the suburbs. Discovery
by the  girl's parents terminates the
relationship. The novella and the short stories
which appeared in The New Yorker, The
Paris Review, and Commentary, deal largely

with American contemporary Jewish life. The ™1

short stories—The ‘Conversion of the Jews,
Defender of the Falth, Epstein, You Can't
Tell a Man by the Song He Sings, and Eli,
The Fanatic all testify to the excellence of
Roth’s prose and preception of the American
Jewish reality.

Both novella and stories are works of
questionable skill and vitality, but the stories,
I think are much sounder pieces of writing
than the actual Goodbye, Columbus which is
an ironic, elongated sad and, when summed
up. rather nasty anecdote on the Jewish
American aristocracy of Prince and Princess.
In the five other stories, there is a fine and
meaningful umty with passages of great

4+ There - -are

touches of judicious satire in Epsteln, and an
overall aura of the author's understanding
and presence within his character’s uncon-

while the New York Fire Department tries to
coax him down. He has illusions of suicides
and Roth varnishes the entire scene with a
Sérmon-on-the-mount wax. The boy's reac-
ions ring true in his search for religious
tity as .the environment is superficial.
Again, Roth combines and conflicts.
Defender of the Faith is thershrewd and
honest story of Jewish soldiers who can’t get
along with their Jewish sergeant and struggle
with their dependency on each other for
security. Roth here is biting and cynical in his
treatment of the soldiers, but pamts a pom'alt
stressing the impressioni
¢y among Jews.
Epsteln. well Epstein is a sexually
frustrated old man on the verge of impotence
searching for a sexually rewarding experience

of interdep:

and endmg up with a rash of an’ unsoclal
disease. Thestory is wild as is Epstein, but
what could Roth do with such a stereotype?

The inclusion of You Can’t Tell a Man by
the Song he Sings. the story of a young man’s
undigested recall of some high school
experiences is unaccountable and inconsistent
to the rest of the six stories. The writing is
mediocre, the theme ridiculous and aborted
from the basic theme of the Goodbye
Columbus anthology.

Eli, The Fanatic is a beautiful and
concluding expression for the search for
identity in an assimilated world. EH
metamorphosizes from the Long Istand
fawyer to the Boro Park Chasid in his longing
for G-d, reiigion and purpose. This story is
the culmination of Roth's point and purpose
throughout the stories.

Philip Roth’s stories go circumspectively
about nething very much, just life and
Judaism and life and Judaism ad irnfinitem,
yet they do it with such charm and warmth.
Roth seems to penetrate into the heart of the
American Jew who faces the loss of identity
and carves a hole in that reality. Goodbye
Columbus is an insane, outrageous  and
memorable coHecnon of Jewish parapher-
nalia.

,’/‘

Chasts ;
Hs Candles

On Jl/(smozy of
(Walfoq /cge,bt. 28/

Your cheek brushed mine—a
accident

Trapped in haste by suspended hesitation.

{Did you not see that I knew?) We relent:
Stealing back into familiar positions,

As candles, nodding too nearly, bow bent,

Melt to new facings, in cross-eyed directions
Turn our minds returning to open books,

Caught glance rephrasing inquisitive look.

flashing

Nitid and smiling you came to my call;
And I watched in bed, the compliant wax
Museum rising to life from the wall.
Burning you inched closer; but to relax
My arms or shut my eyes, would be to fail
In love for you. Against His will what locks
Would then our real time share?—
But tears on the alitar, flaring like a stain.
If ever I should dare
To gaze upon your human face again.

Sh. Gaphny {somewhere on the facuity)

Jewish Attitudes Towards

Organ Transplants

90 wm

of the

vear, 1967, the
English Department has spansored
whatt is known as the Annual Forum

Every sinee

of the Arts. 1t is now named after its

chairman Dr. Morris Epstein 271,
who is largely responsible for the
birth and success of the program,
Compased of a series of four feetures
cach vear, the Morris  Epstein
Forum of the Arts has hosted many

prominent and interesting speakers.
Lecrares have been given on various
topics. usually relating to the fields
of literature, poetry and art.

Annual Forum in
2. Protessor Harold Fisch spoke
topic “Mothers, Sons &
A mative of Birmingham,
England. Professor Fisch is present-

In the sixth
19"
on the

Lovers.”

b Protessor of English at Bar lan

University and anthor of  many
highly praised works such as Hamlet
and the Word. During that same
sear Friest Van Den Haag, author
of  The Jewish Mystique and
Professor o Social Philosophy at
NY.UL discussed “Sex, Love and
Marriage.”™ Likewise, Joseph Papp,
tounder and producer of the NEW
YORK SHAKESPEARE FESTL
VAL PUBLIC THEATRE. uning his
motto that “Shakespeare speaks to
“Ham-
Today and Tomor-

modern man,”
Yesterday,
[N

lectured on
let

aqzta

The Morris Epstein Forum ot the
Arts does not limit itself to secular
topics in  literature and  poetry.
David Daiches (M.A., Edinburgh
L. M.A., D.Phil. Oxford). a
descendant of Rashi and P,r“tﬁ‘esﬁor
of English and Dean of Amgrican
and  English  Studies  at  the
University of Sussex. talked of The
Darkening Green and Traveler
Through Time which received the
1965 & 1970 poetry awards of the
Jewish Book Council of America,
read some of “Modern Hebrew
Poctry: Readings. Translation, and
Commentary.”

Usually the Jast program of the
yearly series is a debate or panel,
where the faculty of the SCW
English Department are themselves
participants! In 1970 the English
Dept. had a panel on “History,
M vstery and Sex: The Literature of
. And. in the fifth Morris
pstein Forum  of  the  Arns
edntroversial debate on “Lib and
Lt took place.

T'his coming year the first two
speakers will be Mr. J. Einstadt
from the T.V. industry and Mr.
Jeremiah Kaplan who is the founder
of the Free Press. Among the many
accomplishments attributed to Dr.
Epstein,  the - institution  of the
Forum of the Arts is one worthy of
recognition,

by Tammy Fredman

A diversified group of listeners
attended a November 3rd lecture at
Torah U’Mesora on the topic of
“The Jewish Attitude Towards
Organ Transplants.” The speaker,
Dr. Fred Rosner. is Vice President
of the Association of Orthodox
Jewish Scientists, Director of the
Division, of Hematology at the
Queens Hospitat Center in Jamaica,
and Associate Professor of Medicine
at the State University of New York.
His speech proved most interesting.

Dr. Rosner first outlined the three
major areas of halachik concern
upon which dozens of responsa have
been written; namely heart, kidney,
and eye transplants. He posed both
the universal and halachik problems
underlying all transplants as well as
those specifically relating to the
aforementioned organs.

Among universal issues which Dr.
Rosner suggested as common to all
transpl is the
question of a physician's right to kill
one individual while extending the
life of another (also a legal problem
in many transplants). He also
discussed the moral problem of
deciding who, among all possible
recipients, shall live and who shall
die, as well as |he fact that all
tra 2 the defining
of dc.nh
Dr. Rosner continued by mcusmg

the more specific halachik
implications of organ transplants as
they relate to the recipient, the
doctor. and the donor. The first
question is whether the recipient is
in fact halachikly sanctioned to
subject himself to a dangerous
situation, in this case the traumg of
a major operation. In addition, what
happens to the impaired organ

heolooical

on

which is being replaced-—does it
require burial? What action is taken
when the recipient dies~is his
*"hand-me- dm\{n heart. kidney, or
eye buried with him or reburied with
the donor? Can a Cohen be the
reciptent of a cadaver organ
considering the -problem of tumat
hamet (impurity of corpse or dead
organs)? Finally, which of the
recipients is most entitled to receive
the transplant?

The most important halachik
factor pertaining to the physician is
the possibility of his being charged
with murder on the one hand and
his position as a2 mechaye metim
{giver of life) on the other. This role,
according to basic Jewish belief, is to
be occupied by G-d alone in His
omniscience.

Dr.
overriding problem of “‘what consti-
tutes death™ as the basic halachik
issue concerning the donor. In
addition, Jewish law  prohibits
anyone from benefitting from a
dead body. mutilating a corpse
(known as Nival Hamet), and
delaying burial of the body. Dr.
Rosner cited a response pertaining
to  corneal transplants adding
another dimension to the halachik
implications surrounding the donor.
Since death acts as an atonement
only when the body is buried whole,
permission for delayed ‘atonement
(resulting from the donation of the
cornea) must be granted by the dead
person prior to his passing or
subsequently by his family. Com-
plete atonement results only after
the recipient dies and the missing
organ is buried.

! With this introduction, Dr.
Rosner delved into the specific areas
of kidney. eye, and heart trans-

Rosner afso reaffirmed the °

plants. In each of these instances, all
halachik authorities agree that 1n an
instance of pikuach nefesh (where a
person is dying of a disease) the
aforementioned prohibitions per-
taining to transplanted organs do
not apply. But, because of the
increase of live kidney donors, other
problems arise.

Based on the Gamara in Baha
Kama, Dr. Rosner raised the
question of whether a tive donor can
intentionally wound himself or put
himself in danger for no reason. The
affirmative answer is based on the
Kesef ‘Mishna to Rambam in
Hilchot Retzeach which states that
if a person's life is at stake, the
donor must risk his life since the
chances of his  survival are still
greater.

In the case of eye transplants, Rav
Unterman is of the opinion that a
blind person is in-the category of
pikuach nefesh {in danger of his
life). In the case of someone blind in
one eye, the prohibition of deriving
benefit from the dead body would
not apply, since according to Rav
Unterman, a cornea that functions
in another person is not considered
dead. Moreover, there would be no
prohibtion of nivul hamet (muti-
lating a corpse), for although an
incision must be made to remove the
cornea, the eye is then closed and
the cut is invisible.

The major problem arising from
heart transplants is that of
determining the moment of death.
“*In Jewish law,” stated Dr. Rosner,
“we are not interested in deter-
mining biological, sociological, in-
tellectual or spiritual death, but
rather in designating what consti-
tutes halachik death.” Unlike the

(Continued on Page 9)
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Library Offers

Numerous Serv1ces

by Nina Neumann

The library, an important feature
of Stern College, is often not used to
its utmost by the student body.
Unaware of the library's potential,
students ignore the innovations
implemented for their benefit. To
mend this situation, the student
liprary committee is attempting to
re-acquaint  students  with  this
educational facility.

First of all. girls must learn where
the library's supplementary rooms
and catalogues are located. To clear
up the mystery of the whereabouts
of the periodical room, it is found in
the old building: One must go
through the doorway to the left of
the auditorium staircase in order ta
reach it. The periodical room
contains tables. chairs and sofas
which make for a very relaxing
atmosphere. Here. students are
permitted to work together and talk
quietly while using the informative

materials herein. Included in this -

room are: a record player containing
two ear phones as well as records
which my be taken out for a
minimal 50 cents deposit. The
record  collection is  primarily
classical but includes some Hebrew
records as well. The periodical room
also houses Career Corner complete
with post fellowship scholarship
and college information. The
publications of Stern's own faculty
are displayed there ‘too.

The Curriculum Room or Library
Resource Center is found to the left
of the periodical room. In this room,
teaching materials and educational
aids are focated. These references
serve not only those majoring in
education but also studenis inter-

ested in  specialized areas not
included in the main library's
catalogue.

To aid students, the library staff
has  organized a number of
catalogues. One need not run down

Staff oversees library operation.

to the Library Resource Center to
see if the library possesses a
particular Jewish reference. Instead,
a catalogue listing pamphlets,
records and educational materials
located in the Library Resource
Center has been placed in the main
library. This file is to the right of the
library's main desk and includes
pamphiets of general interest and
papers in the field of Judaica. While
the pamphlet file is catalogued
according to subject matter, the
Judaica Vertical File is catalogued
according to topics such as Jewish
Education, Rabbinic Literature,
Midrash, ete. This latter catalogue
serves to supplement the regular
Judaica catalogue found in the
library.

As a further aid to book location,
the library is presently converting
the library catalogue to the Library
of Congress system. Currently, the
library has separate catalogues for
general and Hebraica-Judaica ma-
terials. Under the new system all
books, excluding these written in
Hebrew, will be filed in one
catalogue and signs throughout the
library will guide students to the
books they need. This system which
is followed by numerous universities
and colleges, allows for more

Philosophy Currlculum

by Marion Dere

Intellectual awareness is ideally
an intrinsic component of a coilege
cducation. The Stern student has
perhaps been slightly negligent in
this respect. but she is demanding
more from the curriculum than ever
betore, and her voice is being heard.
This is particularly true in the
philosophy department.

Dr. Gersion Appel. chairman of
the department, feels that the very
experience of a philosophical
discussion renders a greater un-
derstanding of various points of view
as well as enables one to sub-
stantiate his own view through
logical reasoning. Philosophy is
important in and of itself and is a
valuable resource for any field or
endeavor.

This  viewpoint is being
recognized by graduate schools, and
business schools. The development
of clear precise thinking through
philosophy is being evaluated and
introduced in simplified form even
on the elementary and secondary
school levels.

For the students of Stern, there is
a two-fold benefit available.
Philosophy, as taught in the college,
opens up a world of thought in
Jewish theology in addition fo the
world at large. One is being offered
the opportunity to delve into the
minds and philosophic works that
shaped the thinking in the entire
development of civilized society.

Dr. Gersion Appel discusses new
phile courses. !

Several special courses will be
offered in the Spring semester.
There will be two new courses open
for registration. An Introduction to
Logic will deal with classical and
symbolic logic. Logic as related to
experience,  natural  language,
existence and truth will be in-
vestigated. This course will be
taught by Rabbi Bick. Mr. Carmi
will teach another new course,
Co porary Jewish Philosophy. It
will cover the history and
development of major currents. in
contemporary Jewish thought.

Two other courses offered
periodically will be ravailable this
spring. A study of the moral
philosophy of Judaism, Jewish
Ethics, will be taught by Dr. Appel.
Stadles in Jewish Identity, taught by
Mrs. Lucy Davidowicz, aims to

detailed and specialized filing.
Quicker and better cataloguing will
be the result.

Aside from these services, the
library aids the student in other
ways. As an example, the Jibrary has
recently purchased a - Reading
improvement Program and a
reading pacer. Using this program

_issued by the Book of the Month

Club, a student may improve her
reading speed and comprehension
independently.

Additional services offered by the
library include:

*An electric typewriter located
outside the periodical room. For
$.25 per half hour a student can use
it to type her term papers etc.

left of the main desk in the library. ;

For $.05 a copy. it's a real bargam'
*Extension on length of time:
Books are.

books are allowed out.
lent out on a four-week penod

instead of the previous two weeks. |

*Suggestion box located on top of
the general catalogue. Suggestions
along with the library's replies. are
posted on the bulletin beard
opposite the second-floor elevatars.

So. in conclusion, students—take
note of the many potentials the
tibrary offers and take advantage.

Revealed

understand the personal, social,
cultural, and political factors that
have shaped the personality of the
Jewish creative man and woman.

Dr. Appel will be available during
his office hours for additional in-
formation concerning opportunities
in the tield of philosophy.
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na Speaks

by Arlene Ptanko

Prasident Jennifer Rudin focused
upogp tragic flaw in the educational
systegh at Stern {‘Hail to the Chief™,
Obygger Oct.”. 31, 1974). Her
ques#ibn, "“How can a Stern College
studegk take eight courses and work
as h as another; who is taking
four gpurses at another university?”
has #écome very meaningful to me-
since‘my graduation from Stern last
June: From my discussions with
other Stern alumni. I have found
that too many graduates voice the
same concerns. For while Stern
Coilege provided us with an
opportunity to develop our religious
ideas and to examine many aspects
of modern thought. it did not afford
us the opportunity to probe deepiy
into any single area of our academic
studies.

The difference between the type
of study Stern encourages and that
of the leading universities can be
simply posted—at Stern no one
reads! A casual glance at the
syllabus in a Jewish Studies course
ijo:m Brandeis or Columbia wiH
shotk.a Stern student. These syllabi
usually include rsadmgs from many
different texts in an effort to
acquaint the student with the scope
of the literature on the subject.
Unfortunately, my courses at Stern

! . often concentrated on one text—and
*Xerox machine located’ to- the -

1fthat was covered thoroughly it was
the. Xcéption. Of course the blame
cannot-, be attributed to the
administration and facukty only. It
was the rare course that | analysed
the readings: most often | took
carefuls notes in class and mem-
orized my notes for the exam. Any
astute . observer of the Stern
educatidnal system will agree that
good héaring and a better memory
are enough to insure a smart student
déan’s ‘list standing.

While the thrust of my criticism
so far flas dealt with Jewish Studies,
this is mot altogether fair. It was in

- my conmes with Rabbis Berman,

Bleich; Gordon, Metzger, etc. that |
did most of my reading and did
mdeed learn the most. If I had to
compdre the quality of my Jewish
education with that of my secular
educaﬁo;n the former would win
withoyt a doubt. Too many of our
sécular courses assigned one text-
book required no term paper and
featured the afore-mentioned lec-
ture-nete system. With a Sony tape

Portrait .

(Continued from Page 3)
and deep emotions. Sylva, however,
seriously considered our questions
and seemed anxious to impress
upon us the plfght of the remaining
Prisoners of Conscience.

Sylva, through her translator,
noted that aside from psychological
ordeals. the prisoners undergo
physical hardships. When they are
sick, doctors advise them only to
work harder. Improper medication
is purposely distributed. Only after
a hunger strike, can one expect
decent medical assistance. Fre-
quently. warm clothing is confis-
cated, as in the case of Sylva’s
husband. What did Sylva do to
deserve such extreme punishment?

On June 12, 1970, Sylva. along
with others, was arrested on charges
of illegally attempting to flee the
country. The vehicle of escape was
to be a stolen plane. “We had no
hope that we would be given another
chanct to get out of Russia,” Sylva
exclaimed. Legal means of emigra-

tion had aiready been tried. "If we
carried "out our plans we realized
there would be a 50 per cent chance
of receiving prison sentences and a
30 pér tent chance of receiving the
death penalty.” Out of desperation,
Sylva and her group discussed the
idea ‘'of ‘5tealing a plane. Although
the plot was never carried out, the
KGB through bugging devices was
keen to the group’s discussions. “In
Russia one can be arrested for
failure to report intention of a
crime.” Consequently the police
could justify this arrest.

On December 25: 1970. Sylva
Zalmanson was sentenced to ten
years of hard labor. Her husband
was given the death penalty which,
in the face of world-wide protest,
was commuted to fifteen years of
hard iabor. (He is still serving his
sentence along with Sylva's two
brothers.) In addition to illegal
immigration, these conspirators
were charged with “theft of

* {Continued on Page 8}

Constructive Criticism

recorder and a good friend, it is
conceivable that a student could
maintain a full time job while
registered at Sterm.

PStudent inertia is the crux of the
problem. However, 1 do not blame
any student (except myself) for not
pursuing more work than is
required to ““ace” a course. It seems
to me that students evaluate what
the professor expects very early in
the term and work just that hard. If
nothing clse, Stern students become
experts at this lowest common
denominator game. Faculty mem-
bers must be aware of this because it
is they who give the cues. The
difference in my performance in
classes where the teacher demanded
that 1 think, from classes where [
was permitted to slide by attests to
this situation. My major complaint
about the faculty is that more of the
professors did not demand critical
thought.

Perhaps it is part of our Orthodox
nature that we accept what we read
as absolute truth. This unquestion-
ing attitude is poisonous in the
modern world. Neither modern
philosophy nor advanced science
can be studied with an uncriticat
eye. Reading Freud or Nietszche this
way would force an Orthodox
student into a very compromising
position, On the other hand, by
memorizing her teacher’s eriticisms,
the student is in no way preparing
herself for coping with future
discoveries.

Stern College needs to intensify
the demands of the courses offered.
On the whole. the quality of the
faculty is superb. At Columbia, 1
miss my Drs. Hecht and Bernstein.
They are still the ones 1 turn to when
I have questions about Political
Science. However, a great rapport
cannot compensate for education.
At Stern we are too quick to respond
proudly to criticism of our academic
standards by arguing that more is
learned outside the classroom than
in it. This-is not the answer but the
probiem exposed.

Of course an intensification of the
academic standards would mean
that students would be unable to
take eight or nine courses per term.
But what is lost in quantity will be
made up in quality. The fact that so
many students are able to graduate
early is a symptom of this problem.
Instead of finding stimulation
within  individual courses. the
brighter student takes more and
more courses per term so that six
finals and three term papers will
keep her busy. From an intensifica-
tion, therefore, Stern has as much to
gain financially as academically. 1
am sure the prospect of more three
year students is not welcomed by a
university already financially inse-
cure.

I hope that the Sepate will
reevaluate the three credit course
system soon and consider switching
to the four credit system already
existing at many fine universities. By
its very nature. such & system limits
students to a maximum of four or
five courses per term. Since the
courses still meet only three hours a
week, the student is expected to do
much more outside reading and
researach. However, until Stern
catches up with this new trend in

education much can be improved
even under the existing system.
Whether or not this occurs will
depend equally upon the students’
commitment to scholarship and the
faculty’s insistance upon excellence.

K
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YU Museum Opens

Arthur Szyk.

The Y.U. Museum, located in the
library building at the uptown
campus, has recently opened an
interesting new display. In addition
10 lhmpi}ﬂy crafted scale models
of 3rd to 19th century synagogues,
which are permanently exhibited,
the museum is temporarily housing
specially sefected works of Arthur
Szyk. Mr. SzyK’s
illyminations wiil be shown through
February 1975. These detailed
drawings include illustrations from

i 1

enchanting

Doors.and Eyes

N o N S 4
A family joins In lighting the Chanukah menorah in this colorful display by

the Hagaddah. and of holiday
scenes, as well as an inspiring
display depicting themes from the
Holocaust.

The museum is opened Tuesday
and Thursday from 11 a.m. o5
p.m. and on Sundays from 12 noon
until 6 p.m. Admission is $1.00 for
ad and $.50 for children,
st . and senior citizens.
Guided tours may be arranged in
advance by contacting the museum
at 568-8400, extension 400.

L .

‘This 191h century Florentine synagogue built in 1874-82 is one of the ten

models on p

display at the Y.U. Museum.

many

Soapbox!
A Search for

True Judaism

by Rachel Schein

“I'm Orthodox . . can’t do
that," said one to anogher. *"Oh well,
we'll have to wail\é’ﬂ‘e right after
Shabbos, them we can go.”

“If only it were k r...Ss0
restrictions.” 9;s‘ls“el)ﬁ;fi‘ng
takes s00-00 much time that [ could
use clsewhere, yet I must daven or
what would my peers say?"”

As I watched. I tried to put my
teeling together. These phrases
«could be said anywhere, at nny!ime.
by an_',/body What is  “true
Orthoda)g_ 1 asked myself?” Is it
merely being brought up in a frum
home, practicing Halacha as de-
fined by Mom and Dad, or through
society? Does it merely involve "do’s
and don'ts” kosher food, and
Mechanical Davening?

I watched on . . . Is this my goal
in life? 1 can easily answer "no” to

, the above statements but can I put

that "no” to practice with true
feeling and motivation? As |
continued to watch the “Mechanical
Jewish way of life”" these people have
acquired, I asked myself, “Who are
they trying to fool?”

I continue to see the way cliques
appear in Shul, shunning the newly
frum person away from Yiddishkeit.
Again 1 asked myself. “Is.this
Halacha? . .. True Judgisoy?"
as 1 heard amidst “the noisy
background. "We practice the laws
more .severely. than she does™ and
“she mever does this. but always
docs that!™

True Judaism...1
trying to help these people out, yet
realizing that these people don't
want help. but preter to be lett alone
to their special Judajsm . . . their
mechanical Judaism!

I know that one must practice
what one preaches, and that by
going in “Hashem's ways,” mech-
anical Judaism could be wiped out.
We all unite for different national,
cultural, and Zionistic causes. ..
but” how about uniting against a
single cause, that could wipe out,
split, and defeat the true purpose of

feel myself

JACY Provides
Community Services

Last spring JACY created the

Jewish Vista Corps. 2 network of

college student volunteers in the
Metropalitan  area  involved in
outreach programs for the elderly
and poor throughout New York
City. This year students will be
participating bpth as " volunteers
and, in some <olleges. for course
credit,

There are currently four projects
in existence. The first, project Ezra,
is the oldest project and serves the
Jewish elderly g on the Lower
Side. Services " include tele-

phont reassurance. friendly visiting,

escort and chore provisions.

A seeond activity, the  Bronx
project. has the unique feature of a
student operated food cooperative.
Located in the West Bronx, this
food co-op will save the elderly an
estimated hu.nl) percent of their
food e Stud will

leaders for Jewish interest groups.
As the project develops, both the
students and the aged will organize
and participate in social service
etforts similar to those existing in
Project Ezra. The social worker
supervising the project will assist the
students in  administering the
project and will lend it professional
skills.

In conjunction with the Jewish
Association for services for the Aged

- and Jewish Family Service, JAQY is

participating in yet a third project.
This activity will provide aid to the

“Jewish elderly and poor tfamilies

living in Brownsville. There stu-
dents will serve as case aides, group
workers,  tamily workers, and
community  resource  personnel.
Some students will help in JACY's
efforts to relocate aged now living in
Brownsville. Others will organize
and Icad refigious services in the

also pamcnpalc on julhl committees
with the. aged. serving as group

0 I for lack

of existing synagogues.
JACY is also developing a project

Otrthodoxy . . . mechanical ~ Juda-
ism!

in cooperation with the Jewish
Board of Guardians. In this

endeavor, JACY will serve as a type
of referral service. Mature college
students interested in becoming a
big brother/big sister to a'child with
emotional problems or family
difficulties will be directed to the
Jewish Board of Guardians,

In addition, JACY is organizing a
mini-project in Queens. Students
who would like to volunteer their
time and talents to Queens should
call the JACY office for further
information.

Legal aid for the Jewish elderly is
also being sought. Law students are
being asked to donate their time to
this effort as well as studemt
volunteers. Participants will be
supervised by attorneys. For further
information, call the JACY office
and ask for Glenn Orsher.

Auyone interested in volunteering
for any one of these projects, should

call Ruth Willig at 5863]20 for

additivtial nformation.

Where ‘Hdve AlY ti}e- Ieiﬁs Gone?

by Ellen Herskowitz

As United States population
growth spirals upward. its Jewish
community is ominously shrinking.
Estimates of popullition,
termarriage, and nativity, all in-
dicate a downward trend in growth
rate. The Jewish population rate has
dwindled from 3.07 % of the United
States popuiation in 1957 t0 2.4% in
1972. These statistics deserve
serious study.

To fulther understand such
population figures. one must realize
that three factdrs are involved.
namely birth rate. death rate. and
migration. In the study of ethnic or
religious censuses, intermarriage.
assimilation, and conversion must
also  be considered. Jewish
population growth in the United
States has been adversely effected by
all of these.

In both the areas of nativity and
morality. both Jewish gains and
losses are low. The birth rate of
American Jewry has been high; it
has never surpassed or even
equalled the birth rates of non-Jews.
Privately conducted studies during
the 1950's and 1960's indicated that
fertility ratios among Jewish women
age twenty to twenty-four were
between 450-596 children under five
per 1.000 women. In comparison,
the ratio for the white urban
population in 1960 was 635 children
under five per 1,000 women ages
twenty to twenty-fout.

At one time migration played an
important role in American Jewish
growth. Between the years 1888-
1896, Jews increased 9.0% in
comparison to a 2.1% increase in
the Genu,e population. This up-
laegely due to the im-
migration of Eastern European
Jews, was a function of migration.
Now, however, Jewish migration to
the United States 15 so low that it
does not 7Hect population size. In
addition. / these immigrants who
often produced large families are no
longer present to bolster an increase
in Jewish birth rate.

in-

surge.

Intermarriage, as  well, s
threatening the Jewish community.
Such marriages occur when one
partner describes him or herself (or
is described) as having identified
with a non-Jewish religious-cultural
viewpoint at the time of meeting his
or her future spouse. (Quoted from
the National Jewish Population
Study) Figures trom the most recent
study by the National Jewish
Population Study conclude that
9.2% of all Jewish persons now
married have non-jewish partners.
Moreover, the proportion of Jews
intermarrying between 1966-1972
was 31.76%. much hlgher than the
rate in any previous period. As
Rabbi Leo Jung stated. “In-
termarriage is one of the fastest
ways toward the destruction of our
religion.”

These drastic figures underline
the implications of intermarriage.
Furthermore. such marriages are
often a “dead end” for Judaism,
Offspring of the Jewish mother,
while being halachically Jewish, may
suffer identity crises and be
ultimately lost to Judaism's folds.
The child of a Jewish father may
believe he is Jewish and later
painfully jearn that the religious
community will not accept him
without conversion. Those progeny
who are halachically Jewish face the
additional danger of being raised as
Gentiles and lost to our faith. All of
these threats underscore the pitfalls
of intermarriage.

Conversion. the final population
tactor, has not been statistically
tollowed. Despite this, statements
by religious leaders imply that “'too
many” Jewish children are being
lost to such cults as the Jesus
Freaks, Moon Cult. and other such
groups. The results are indeed
tragic.

What can be done to offset these
losses? What can be done to
increase Judaism’s numbers? The
question is one which the present
generation must confront and solve.

Portrait

(Continued from Page 7)
govetnment property.” 'possession
of anti-Soviet propaganda,” and
“anti-Soviet organization.”” Con-
fronted with these accusations, the
defendants could only reassert that
they were not “anti-Soviet,” but
merely frustrated by the bureaucra-
cy which granted them permission
to leave while denying them the
papers to do so.

Sylva feels that United States
political pressure can potentially
help free those still in Russia.
Congressional actions such as the
Jackson Amendment and detente
maneuvers can be effective if strict.
controls are imposed on emigration
policies. Sylva’s goal is one which we
along with her, must struggle to
achieve. Continue to write these
letters to prisoners in Russia!
Continue attending rallies! Let the

world hear our chant: “Let My

People Go!™
PONOOIPP NI IO IO PP 00004
When you come home today,
make a small gesture that will mean
so much. Write a short letter to
Sylva's husband Edward Kuznetsov
and her brothers Wolf and Israel
Zalmanson, all in the labor camps.
Tell them that you saw Syiva and
you will not forget them. Write theu'
addresses as follows—""

-~ MOY"

USSR

RSFSR

Moscow
Uchr, 5116/1 Zh. H
Kuznetsov, Edward
or Zalmanson, Israel

USSR
RSESR
Maoscow
Uche. 511071 VS
Zalmanson, Wolf
An airmail envelope is 26¢ per haif
oz.; send it registered airmail if you
can,

In addition, you may wish to call
Soviet offices {try collect, if out of
town) to ask why persecution of
Soviet Jews continues and Edward
Kuznetsov, lIsrael and Wolf
Zalmanson and their friends still
suffer in the labor camps. DO NOT
BE THREATENING OR OB-
SCENE. In New York City: Soviet
U.N. Mission — UN-1-4900; In-
tourist — 371-6953; Aeroflot —
661-4050; Tass — CI-5-4250; Out
of town Soviet embassies;
Washington, D.C. — (202) NA-8-
7550; Ottawa, Canada — (613) 235-
4341; Peking, china — 522:013;
Bankok, Thailand — 320-12; Paris,
France 548-9541; S);dney.
Australia — 366-508. If the embassy
refuses the collect call, tell them
politely, “OTRUSTI. NAROD

— Vet -nfy-pedple .go.”
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A Minority
Within

AM

by Milly Willner

“A minority within a minority”
was the topic of a TAC lecture given
on Tuesday night, November §,
1974, by Rabbi Marc Angel of the
Spanish and Portugese Synagogue.
Rabbi Angel attempted to present a
clear picture of the history and
the nature of Sephardic Jewry
particularly in America. Through-
out the lecture, Rabbi Angel
likewise expressed his feelings
concerning the future of this branch
within Judaism.

Sephardic Jewry’s roots in Ameri-
ca date back to 1654, when a
shipload of 23 Dutch lews from
Brazil landed in New Amsterdam.
It was this group who founded
the Spanish-Portugese Synagogue,
which was the only Jewish place of
worship until the great influx of
German Jews in the early 1800s.
The early Sephardim were the
cream of Dutch and Spanish
society—sophisticated, cosmopoli-
tan. educated and extremely con-
scious of the aristocratic status. In
fact. the early Askanazim who
arrived in America to find already
established Sephardic communities
preferred to integrate themselves
with the Sephardim rather than to
organize their own shuis and
centers. Rabbi Angel interestingly
noted that the Ashkanizim so
wanted to be considered as
fashionable as the Sephardim that
they even had Spanish verses
inscribed on their tombstones. in
accordance with Sephardic practice.
Even today the majority of the
Spanish-Portugese Synagogue mem-
bers are Ashkanizim.

As noted above, - this situation
continued until the early 1800's. It
was at this time that the Jewish

immigration trend changed.
Sephardic immigration greatly de-
creased; while the number of

Ashkanazim, first from Germany,
then from Europe and Russia,
increased. Not only were new
synagogues established, but at that
time the Reform Movement was
introduced and gained momentum.
Recognizing the danger, the Sephar-
dim, who had never had a split
along religious lined into Orthodox.
Conservative and Reform, streng-
thened their involvement. Rabbi
Angel informed those at the lecture
that it was a Sephardic Rabbi who

inority

established the Union of Orthodox
Jewish Congregation of America as
well as the Jewish Theological
Seminary, which was originally
intended to be an Orthodox
institution for the purpose of
training English speaking rabbis.

During the carly 1900s, the
Sephardic immigration to America
gained in number. However, these
Sephardim were from such places as
Turkey, the Middle East, and North
Africa. Unlike the earlier Sephardic
settlers. they were poor, mostly
uneducated, and conditioned to a
life within a vightly-knit Jewish
community. Rabbi Angel's com-
ment that there is no such entity as
“The Sephardic Jew™ is well taken
when considering the different
personalities. It is only & common
{berian or Arabic influence that ties
these diverse types together.

The situation of the Sephardim
today in America and Israel was the
next area of discussion. Rabbi Angel
first differentiated between America
and Israel. While the Sephardim are
definitely a minority among Ameri-
can Jewry, they constitute a majority
in Israel. {(However, the Ashkanazim
are still the lsraeli elite). There is
friction between Ashkanazim and
Sephardim, often due to Ashkanazic
ignorance of Sephardic customs and
even of Sephardic existence. As a
result of a study done on American
born Jews of Sephardic descent,
published in the 1973 American
Jewish Yearbook, Rabbi Angel
believes that slowly this friction will
disappear as the result of a merging
og the two cultures. As Sephardic
and ashkanazic children both here
and in Israel are raised in common
atmospheres, it will be easier to
merge. These children think of
themselves as Americans and
Israelis. not Sephardim or Ash-
kanazim. One should not. Rabbi
Angel argued. and here he pointed
out that his is a minority view. try to
consciously preserve traditions, for
this is artificiality. Rather, the
Sephardim should seek to perpetu-
ate their culture and traditions by
infusing them into the mainstream
of Ashkanazic Judaism.

Rabbi Angel concluded his
lecture with an invitation to all to
spend a Shabbos ar the Spanish-
Portugese Synagogue. The syna-
gogue is located on the West Side
(70th Street and Central Park West).

Attitudes Towards Transplants

(Continued from Page 6)
court ruling in California defining
death as the absence of brain
activity, halachik death is defined by
the absence of respiration. Jewish
sources see this activity as the
cardinal sign of life and assume*that
if it has ceased the heart has stopped
beating as well. As a result, many
Jewish authorities, including Rabbi
Jakobowitz and Rav Goren, agree

that in addition to the above
pre-requisite, the doctor must
secure the families consent. He.
however, prohibits these operations
until most of the patients under-
going this kind of operation survive.

Rav Moshe Feinstein and Rav
Yaakov Yosef Weiss both agree that

South African Explains Her “Jungle”

by Jydy Wallach

Esther Bronner, one of our new
foreign students at Stern College,
hails from Johannesburg, South
Africa. In her uncanuy English
dialect, Esther enjoys relating her
experiences as "a Jewish South
African. When comparing the
Jewish eommunities of South Africa
with those of the U.S.A., Esther
sees many similarities, as well as
differences.

In South Africa, according to Es-
ther, Jews consider themselves to be
either Reform or Modern Orthodox,
which does not necessarily place
them into American categories.
Esther explained that Modern
Orthodoxy in South Africa means
more of a leaning toward Zionism
than to religious observance, while
in America, traditiona) observance
is very important to orthodox Jews.

Education varies among the
different South African Jews. The
members of Adat Yeshurun, a
closed community of German Jews,
generally keep to themselves. They
conduct a separate day school
which caters specifically to the needs
of their own children. For the other
Jews, there are many more  day
schools in nearly every main city,
and the main emphasis in all of
these schools is on the Hebrew

language. There is no yeshiva
atmosphere in many of these
schools, as is found in a large

number of American yeshivot.
Primarily. the South African yeshi-
vot are Zionistic in nature. There is
a Kollel program which caters to
university students who know very
fittle about Yahadut, but are
interested in learning. Mizrachi
opened a Yeshiva College. which is
an educational program including a
co-ed nursery school. a primary
school. and separate boys' and gicls’

high schools, as well s a Yeshiva

Gedola for men. A Lubavitch
Movement has begun in South
Africa as well.

In South Africa, the largest

Jewish youth movenrerit is Habonlm.
The second largest” one is. Boel
Akiva, which Esther says has begun-
to start g religious revival among the
Jewish youth. through summer
camps and winter seminars. Bnel
Akiva is active in sending many
South African Jews on Aliyah. Betar
is also a popular group in the
country.

The South African Jews are, to
some extent, involved in national
politics. Many Jews are active in the
present fight against the existing

apartheid system in South Affica.
The leader of the Progressive Party,
which advocated more benefits for
black people, is a Jewess by the
name of Helen Suzman. On college
campuses. many Jews are also in-
volved in_ various activities of
support for the party. such as
lecturing and handing out pamph-
lets. As one of its activities, a group
of women's organizaitons collected
money to build schools for black
children.

Yavneh
Activities
Accelerate

by Chani Zucher

On any college campus where
there is a Yavneh chapter, a typical
sign announcing the membership
drive may include such unique
opportunities as  Kosher food.
learning sessions, and services.
There is nothing unusuat about this
since the purpose of Yavneh is to
make available these very facilities
to religious students. If this is so,
what is the purpose of Yavneh on
the Stern—Y.U. campus and why
should people join?

Another purpose of Yavneh is its
social integration. Yavneh enables
religious students from one campus

le for reli The

Esther commented that the feel-
ing of Jewish identity among South
African Jews is “quite strong,” and
sees the South African Jews 4s being
more sincerely Zionistic than are
their American colleagues. Esther
says the reason for this is. that
“South African Jews haven't got as
much going for them as American
Jews.” In South Africa there are no
kosher restaurants, and the Jews
there do not stage mass rallies
comparable to those which Esther
has seen in the U.S.A. The main
event for most South African Jews is
the yearly Yom Haazmaut celebra-
tion, where the Jews of each majot
city gather in huge stadiums. Here,
fire crackers are displayed, and
different lsraeli celebrities make
guest appearances.

Most South African Jews have a
high standard of living. Esther her’
self lives in a big house with a gar
den. a swimming pool, and &
number of servants. She explainect
that ** .. . this is the normal middls
Qlass way of living.” Many Jews can
afford to send their_ children to
expensive Jewish day schools, and
some Jews send their children to
private English day schools as well.
The biggest Jewish appeal in South
Africa is the Israeli United Appeal
(1.U.A), which has raised latge

sums of money for Israel. Every

major city, such as Johannesburg,
Port Elizabeth, Capetown, and
Durban, has a Zionist Center where
all of the Zionist groups can conduct
meetings. Thus. Israel seems to have
a good and valuable friend in the
Jewish population of South Africa.

We welcome Esther to Stern
College and hope her experiences
with American Jewry prove to be
most valuable,

Where?

(Continued from Page 3
available specifically in their major.
Five girls complained that there
are too many requirements, three
said that the academic level was not
to their liking and one person
ioned fi 1 orob

foundations are put forth during the
day in classes and the ideas must be
applied to daily life. This may be
learned through different study
sessions and various lectures. These
are planned for this year again with
various chapters and with interest-
ing speakers. “Shearlm™ are
planned and can be effective
through student participation.
Conventions are planned on 3
regional level and dues enable
students to attend them at a
discount. A Yavneh member also
receives KOL YAVNEH. the

p X

Those young girls have certainly
gone.

What will stop them from going?
The fact remains that tuition cannot
be lowered. However as far as the
academic sphere is concerned,
change may be possible.

Dean Mirsky should be given
credit for the various programs he
has put into effect, increasing the
number of majors at Stern Coilege.
His most recent accomplishment,
the Stern-Finch program, is a major
breakthrough. A nursifig program
for instance has still not been

org; paper, on
and programs, informa-

to meet religi from
other campuses and discuss com-
bl solutions, and ideas.

the doctor would be i a
double murder should he perform a
heart transpl Dr. Rosner ended

that heart tr: ! are hal
permitted provided the denor is
definitely deceased. Rambam adds
the precaution of waiting “a little
while" after assumed death to be
absolutely certain of death. Ac-
cording to Rav Moshe Feinstein,
this waiting period shouid be
ove-half hour, PP
"+ Rav Unterman agrees with .athers

his talk with a quote from Ezechiel
36:26. and in view of the evening's
topic reminded us that it was not to
be taken literally. “A new heart also
will 1 give you...and I wil} take
away the stony heart out of your
flesh and I will give you a heart of
,flesh.”” Se ended a most informative
evening. - - .

mon p!
On Stern's campus this purpose is
as essential as anywhere else and
programs are being planned to carry
this out. These ideas include
chaglgot, dinners. and inter-chapter
functions.

This is not to say that Stern
Yavneh isn't concerned with the
educational aspects of programs.
On; the comtrary, . it . is . more
important here since, Stern sets an |

tion on a Chug Aliyah being started
by Yavneh, and participation in 2
~Kiruv" program, a recent institu-
tion.

Dues are $5.00 and the member-
ship drive is being held now. For
information see Chani (14E), Laurie
{4B) or Vicki (7H). Yavneh can only

d though it was promised 2
few years back and what about an
occupational therapy program?

Educational guidance should be
made available and regular guid-
ance more accessible so that a
student can overcome difficulties.
Unfortunately as of yet, this has not
really been accomplished.

1t is important that Stern College

be an effe and non-d
organization through active mem-

be more prog; in the acad
sphere. Education is not meant to be
1t is more beneficial for

bers. With the help of our stud
this- year .can _be one. of Yayneh's

.the schoo} to be on the mioye. than
. for the students to lic on_the move.

-
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'TESOL-Tips for T'chiya

by Chaya Kleinerman
At the October 30th Club Hour.
the Stern chapter of T'chiya

sponsored a lecture by Leah Becker
Wolf, a Stern alumna, on how
volunteers can assist Rissian im-
migrants here in New York City.
T'chiya. an organization whose
tunction is (o facilitate Russian Jews
their new  en-
and

3om o adapiing o

vironment  through
cultural programs. invited Leah to
share her knowledge as a TESOL
(leacher of English to Speakers of

religious

Other  Fanguages) Dby suggesung
practical tps on  leaching the
Kussians the American way of
speaking.

Until. newly arrived Russian
m\mlgranf;/ﬁ‘h\ permanent  tesi-
" dences, NYANA (New York Associ-
ation for New Americans) places
them at hotels which happen te be
within close proximity of Stern.
Therefore, T'chiya has taken the
initiative to organizie a ‘“head
start”” program in which Stern
students tutor the nearby Russians,
Leah’s lecture marked the start of
the program.
Leah began her talk by discussing
the backgrounds and personalities
of the Russian immigrants whom

possible to achieve in Russia or
Israel. Leah warned that the
American Jewish Community must
not resent this tendency. She added
that Russian Jews in the United
States should not be scorned for
failing to make alfysh while the
majority of American Jewry has not
done so either. Leah further em-
phasized that the Russian im-
migrants are no different from other
people. “The  sooner realize
they're human beings, the sooner
we'll be able to love them and
appreciate them.” she stressed.

Leah then proceeted to offer tips
on teaching English. She suggested
that the volunteers work with two or
three Russians at the same time.
Leah further insteucted that the
tutor should ask her Russian
students simple and practical
questions, making sure the students
comprelfen%and responds since, as
Leah expTdined, the learning
process will be expedited if the
students have the opportunity to
speak English. Once progress is
achieved, the tutor can continue to
more difficult questions and an-
swers.

In addition to formally tutoring
English, Leah suggested that the
entertain their Russian

we

the T'chiya 1 will be
assisting. She explained that many
of them. originating from in-
tellectual circles. will be highly
motivated towards mastering the
English language, yet might be

students with audio-visual aids. She

felt they would benefit educationally

from movies, museums and plays,

while at the same time. enjoying

them. “They love to laugh.” Leah
inded her audi

antagonistic  and  u p

“fowards " teaTning ~about " tefigion:

Commenting that many of the
Russian Jews have come to the
United States in order to attain a
better life style than they feel is

Besides problems with tire
English language, Leah briefly
discussed the Russian /Jews'
housing, job-hunting, and financial
difficulties. She stressed that the

New Chairman

For New Department

by Sherry Levy
Among the recent additions to the
faculty at Stern College is Dr. Ira
Belmont, the new chairman of the

" department of hehavioral sciences;

After ten years of clinical
psychology, Dr. Belmont switched
to experimental work. The main
purpose of his work here was to try
and get the source of various

psychology and logy. Dr.
Betmont has not only had a very
interesting and rewarding past, but
is busy planning for a promising
future in which Stern students will
play an important role.

Dr. Belmom received his un-
dergraduate degree from Brooklyn
College. his Masters from City
College, and his Doctorate from
New York University. His fiest field
of interest was clinical psychology.
In this area. Dr. Belmont worked
with both the mentally ill and
physicaily disabled helping them to
readjust to normat life.

For a complete list of the Jewish
Prisoners of Conscience and how to
help them: a ist of Soviet embassies

« throughout the  world; and in-
formation on “adopting™ a Russian
Jewish famify. contact—

Student Struggle for Saviet Jewry

Brookiyn Otfice

psychol | problems. Among the
+various countries in which Dr.
Belmont worked are Scotland and
Jamaica. In Scotland Dr. Belmont
probed the problems of breeding. In
Jamaica, he studied the long term
effects of infant malnutrition on
intellectual and educational
development.

In 1969 Dr. Belmont established
and became the director of the
Center of Learning Disabilities,
which is associated with the Einstein
Medicat College. Dr. Belmont has
been able to continue this work by

(Continued on Page 11)

Gi Gi Handbags
92 Rivington St.
Between Orchid

And Ludlow

Discount Prices

volunteers should keep in mind that
despite the tribulations the new
immigrants undergo. it is tortunate

that at least they are here and out of

the Soviet Union. **“Who would have

thought five years ago AHar Jews

from behind the Iron Curtdin would
tContinued on Page il1'

The Junior Class Weekend
will take place on
Nov. 15-16

Guest Speaker:

Dr. F. Plotkin
Saturday Night Entertainment
includes acclaimed Hypnotist &
Band.

Program begins at 7:30__
For more information, contact:
Deena 124
Gail 88

[

i

et

A Teacher Returns to School

by Ellen Lieberman

Ms. Isabella Bick, who is in her
third year of teaching sociology at-
SCW. has recently returned to
school. She is taking courses at the
National Psychulogical Association
for  Psychoanalysis” Unlike the
courses she has taken at Columbia
University until now. these small
required seminars have undertones
orthodox  undergraduate class
arientation, As a result, Ms. Bick
has “hecome more sensitized (o the
roic of the student.”

This sensitization is in terms of
vthe games students play. to either
mpress the teacher. or so as not to
get caught for being unprepared.” b
has also brought about a recognition
of the kind ot panic students feel
after having done an assignment

without understanding it in its
entirety.
Ms. Bick realized the dif-

ficulty in admitting one doesn't
understand an idea in the competi-
tive classroom situations which exist
in most schools. “Impressing the
professor  often becomes over
emphasized.”” As a result. the very
meaning and purpose of education
in a classroom situation (which Ms.
Bick expressed as “the exchange
and clarification of ideas through
questions and discussion”) is totally
eliminated.

A number of changes may evolve
in Ms. Bick's teaching style as a
result of her renewed role as a
student. Her approach will be
“tighter,” with less rambling—a

Ms. Bick reflects on her renewed
structured course work.

common pitfall of socivlogy teach-
ers. She has been made aware of the
importance of a teacher and the use
of every classroom minute. This
realization will be reflected in her
teaching style. Ms. Bick stated that
“Students’ time is valuable and
their money precious.” so they
resent teachers whe “ramble on but
don’t get anywhere” She will be
more lenieat when students say
they're behind. realizing the tack of
time one has when studying in a
busy city such as N.Y. Lastly. Ms.
Bick will try harder 1o listen to the
questions of her students, because
“Every question is a 'good question.’

Though Ms. Bick's time will be
more occupied now as a result of
her extensive studies, her return to
school may prove through the
changes in both her viewpoint and
her teaching style. to be a great
benefit to her students.

1118 Avenue § N
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11230 Large Selection
253-3800
LE2 -8398 Shomar Shabbos
8399 Manase Stone
Alt American Typewriter Co.
Adding M . Elactric Typer , Calcul
Rantals. Repeir- Service

18 €am 33r0°St,

New York, N.¥. 10016

News Briefs

A hearty Mazal Tov to the
followi.g students who were recently
named to Who's Who in American
Colleges and Universities: Karen
Chayt, Evelyn Kraut, Randee
Lerman, Roberta Pruslin, Deina
Shapiro, Rachel Shapiro, Rachel
Stern, Jennifer Rudin, and Judy
Yager.

* % %

The English department facuity
will be hosting a tea Club hour,
November 20. Students are invited
to attend. Innovative suggestions for
new courses will be heard at that
time.

* ¥ %

On December 3, T'chiya will
sponser a Chanuka party at Stern
College. All recent Russian im-
migrants will be invited.

Bonne Cleaners Ltd.

FOR QUALITY & SERVICE
56 EAST 34th ST.
N.Y.C. Phone MU 9-3629

Now our Dry Cleaning
includes
Dupont .
ZEPEL
Garment Protectors
Faor stain and rain protecting

Firstin New York City!

Abba Eban. former Foreign
Minister of the State of israel will
address the Stera College student
body December 5. Admission will be
by ticket only./

ok %

Ashes & Sparks, Stern’s literary
magazine, will be published during
the Spring semester. All students
are invited 1o contribute original
works.

L *

Esther. Jungreis, founder of the
Hineni kiruv program, will address
the Stern College student body club
hour, Nov. 20.

* & *

Due to a tight budget of the
student council. the possibility of
ingreasing the Student Activities fee
was suggested.

FOR FINE INVITATIONS
With

Creative Hebrew Lettering
call

Tsvi or Tammi Rogin
evenings
795 5676

T & G SHOMER SHA3BOS GROCERY
AND DELICATESSEN

-Now in Vicinity —

Open Daily from 6:30 am to 7:30 pm

Cold Shabbos luncheons and Challahs available
Thursday motning - Friday 3:00

18.£ 34 STREET - BETWEEN MADISUN AND FIFTH AVENUES "

Glatt kosher

The Student Council has invited
Dr. Belkin, President of Yeshiva
University to address the Stern
College student body in celebration
of its twentjeth anniversary.

L B
SC  wiil attempt to make
arrangements with the Yeshiva

University Museum that will allow
for articles not on exhibit at the
museum to be brought down to
Stern. This will allow Stern College
students to benefit from the exhibits
without the inconvenience of
traveling uptown.

READ

FASTER $60

5 weeks guaranteed course
DOUBLE or TRIPLE your
speed. Understand more, retein

more. Nationally known |
professor. Class forming now

READING SKILLS 864-5112 |

Weddings -Bar-Mitzvahs

US.A. [ Israel
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The Starvation Disease

by Jean Seligman

When Janet entered her sopho-
more year of high school, she
decided, like many of her class-
mates, that she was too fat. In fact,
she weighed 135 pounds, onty about
S pounds more than average for her
height. Her parents were delighted
when Janet decided to go on a diet
and encouraged her determined
pursuit of slenderness. But when
Janet reached her proper weight, she
went right on depriving herself of
food, insisting that she was still
much too fat. Eight months later she
entered the hospital weighing 74
pounds, the pathetic victim of her
own self-inflicted starvation.

Janet's bizarre affliction is known
as anorexia nervosa, an emotional
disorder that already affects thou-
sands of voung women during the
high-school and college vears and
appears to be increasing rapidly in
bath the U.S. and Great Britain.
The disturbance is often found in
girls from affluent. well-educated
fumilies who are particularly con-
cerned with being slim, “in many
good boarding schools” says Dr.
Hilde Bruch. a Houston psychiatrist
who has treated more than 100
anorexic patients, “you'll tind two
or thee cases in every class.” The
illness is rare in boys. who come
down with only one-tenth as many
cases as girls, and seldom strikes
older people.

Bruch, who is professor of
psychiatry at Baylor College of
Medicine, believes that the current
national preoccupation with dieting
and slimness plays 2 part in
anorexia nervosa, but the condition
is far too complex to be defined
simply as diet-consciousness carried
to extreme lengths. A pauents
refusal 1o eat, followed by grotesque
emaciation-—some sink below 65
pounds—is only the most dramatic
physical symptom of a far more
wide-ranging psycho!ogical distur-
bance.

Cheerio: Indeed. most girls who
develop anorexia nervosa start out

at about normal weight. Through-
out the itiness, anorexics maintain a
distorted personal picture of how
they look, insisting that their wasted
thighs and pitifully shrunken bellies
are actuatly immense and must be
further reduced. Many deny feeling
any hunger, despite the fact that
they may be subsisting on a scanty
200 calories a day. One patient.
asked if he had eaten breakfast,
replied: “Of course, I had my
Cheerio.”" Anorexics also refuse to
acknowledge fatigue, and even in
the advanced stages of emaciation
they rush about in a frenzy of
hyperactivity. which of course
accelerates their weight loss.

The symptoms of anorexia
typically begin during adolescence.
Most psychiatrists agree that the
ilness seems to reflect an intense
fear of inadequacy about meeting
the imposed by
maturity new

demands
and by situations,
such is going away to summer camp
or 1o The
obsessed with the need

new

college anorexic s
W obe in
controb of everything in her life,
observes Dr. C. Philip Wilson, a
psyehiatrist at Brooklyn's Down-
state Medical Center, and she has a
particular terror of losing control
over her body. Some patients do go
on wild eating binges during their
llness, consuming perhaps a gallon
of ice cream. and then force
themselves to vomit afterward.

Perfectionists: While vigilantly
controlling her own impulses, the
anorexic also  manipulates  her
famity and her doctors—if they let
her—by the worrisome, life-threat-
ening nature of her precipitous
weight loss. Psychiatrists  believe
that the child is taking an
unconscious stand against parents
who may have exerted such firm
control over her during childhood
that she has developed no sense of
separate identity and no confidence
in her ability to make decisions for
herse!f. Parents of such children
have usually uncouraged the ten-
dency to be perfectionistic over-

Dr. Belmont

(Cantinued from Page 10)
transferring~fthis center to the
Ferkauf Graduate School where he
has been teaching since 1964. He
hopes to one day include
Educational  psychology —majors
from Stern in this program.

Aside from these activities, Dr.
Belmont is presently working with
the Dean on a B.A.-M.A. program
in conjunction with Ferkauf. A
proposal has already been written
and will be acted upon shortly.

In addition, Dr. Belmont is
working on several shaped major
programs for those students who
have overlapping fields of interest.
Among ‘the shaped majors being
discussed are - psychology and
sociology,psychology and education,
and psychology and biology.

Dr. Belmont also feels the need
for, and would like to arrange a
meeting of psych students. First it
would enable everyone to meet as

well as promote- coopergnon in thé_
"woild likewise

departmem' .

N

provide an opportunity for the
discussion of graduate schools and
career possibilities.

What has been done recently in

the area of psychology and what’

developments can we expect in the
near future? in the past ten to
fifteen years we have witnessed an
explosion of knowledge in this field.
Dr. Bel feels that preciudi

economic difficulties there will be a
major conceptual breakthrough in
psychology. Although it is im-
possible to predict the exact nature
of this discovery, Dr. Belmont feels
that it will be a “bridging of the
mental and physical parts (of life);
the final concrete resolution of the
mind-body problem, which will lie
at the heart of the breakthrough.”

To achieve such accomplish-
ments, however, dedicated indivi+
duals or groups are needed. Such an
individual is Dr. Belmont, whom we
are proudwbm on, {he faculty a and

o PreSERS
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achievers. ‘“Bhese girls,” says
Downstate's Wilson, "‘are the kind
of students who get up at 4:30 a.m.

to check over their homework.
Behind it all is a strict, cruel
conscience.”” e

In the past, about one in ten

anorexics actually died of starva-
tion, but now, with proper diagnosis
and treatment. Bruch says, the
iliness is completely curable. Most
psychiatrists agree that the cure is
twofold: putting.back the weight.
usually in a hospital, to get the
patient out of immediate medical
danger, and reaching the underlying
emotignal problems through psy-
chotherapy.

One experimental approach to
the treatment of anorexia nervosa,
now being explored at several U.S.
medical centers, is behavior modifi-
At Stanford University, Dr.
W. Stewart Agras first negoriates a
“eontraet” with the patient, spetling
out the rules of the treatment plan.
Initially. cach patient if contined to
4 bare room and is permitted only
minimal with staff and
relatives. It she eats well and gains
weight, she is rewarded by gradually
increased privileges. such as access
to television, permission to smoke
and visits with other patients and
her family.

Bruch disagrees with the beha-

cation.

contact

vior-modification  approach; she
belives that patients who are
“tricked” into gaining weight will

quickly take it off again. In her own
practice, Bruch works closely with
an internist who supervises the
patient’s gradual weight gain for
about a year. At the same time, the
patient  receives  psychotherapy.
There is usually an  immediate
response  to - treatment,  reports
Bruch, especially if the onset of
illness is recent. “The patient learns
that she has a separate identity from

Rolling Stones
at the Astro

by E.J. Solomon

It you like rock, youl love the
Astro Minerals Gallery of Gems.
The Gallery is owned by Julio
Tanjitoff. a South American mine
owner, better known as J.T. of the
Astro’s advertisement. Mr. Tarjiloff
is a world traveller at(d, interesting-
ly. one of the first Americans to be
allowed into Red China.
personal interest in and love of gems
led him to establish the Mineral
Gallery seven years ago. Since then,
the Gallery has grown considerably,
with imported jewels and gems
arriving  weekly from over forty
countries,

The Museum  hardly  needs
electricity for the brilliance of the
stones. Not only are there precious
and semi-precious  stones. rare
gems. corals and shells, but also
surrealistic and graphic works of
art. The engraved pictures inlaid in

copper.  gold. and silver are
outstanding.
Wherever there’s a mine, there's

Astro. From the opulent mines of
India the Museum extracts beggar

beads. polishes them in their
workshop, strings them on nylon
thread. and sells the finished

asoduct for a reasonable ten dollars.
Malachite is imported from Mexico,
the  Congo and Russia. This
secondary ore of copper com-
prises the greenish colored statues

her family.” she says. “and a right which can be seen m New York City.
to respect herselt. Usually within a  Some of the amethyst, jade and
few months, we're no lomger garnets in the gallery come
concerned with eating problems—  surprisingly from our Fair City.
we're just dealing with human
problems of personal development.”

Interested in spending a semester  perience?

in Israel doing religious social T'CHIYA’s  seven  month

work with immigrants and
earning college credit at the same
time?

Graduating in January and
looking for a weaningful ex-

sherut L'am program may be for
you!
Applications available soon.
For information see Judy
Kleinerman 9E

Sylva

{Continued
their release and a prayer for the
future.

Jennifer Rudin, President of the
Student Council, spoke after Sylva,
expressing the difficulty we find in
relating to this great woman whom
until now, we have known only as a
picture on a poster. Jenny posed the
question of whether we would be
strong enough to fight as Sylva did,
knowing as she did that we probably
would not succeed. Finally, Jenny

a medallion ., beanng the .
me’é iva Zilmansor: which -had’

from Page 3)
been worn by someone who had
been waiting so long for Sylva's
release. She pointed out that there
are many more medallions with
many more names that must
continue to be worn.

The program concluded with the
recitation of tehilltm and the singing
of Hatikva, and a final plea made by
Rabbi Berman that we do not forget
the Russian Jews. The students
immediately broke out in song and
dance. together with Sylva, ending-

i me program most apprqpriately.

His *

Gallery displays vnrlous gems.

These are found in what is known as
the “'Manhattan Schist,” a rock of
slaty structure exposed when streets
are uncovered. Aquamarine was
found at the site of Gimbel's on 86th
Street (and you thought Orbach's
has bargains!),

< The prices in the Gallery range
from fifty cents to thousands of
dollars. It is a haven for unusual
gifts and extraordinary bijouterie.
There are beautiful boxed stones for
$1.00 and $2.00, pendants for $1.50,
rock specimens for $.50-and exotic
shell necklaces for a mere $1.50.
Beautiful mineral eggs, agate
ashtrays and black amber-sterling

available
For the home that has

silver  pins
minimal fee.
everything an unusual addition
might be a cotfee table formed from
mineruls and inlaid in lucit. For the
avid chess player. a chess set of
rhodocrosite and  onyx can be
purchased at $395.00. {Astro wiil
even accept a check. mate. it they
can pawn this set oft on you.}

A recent advertisement in the
New York Times claimed “lulio’s
Fountain is always shpritzing, and
you will enjoy roving trom our Lower
Gallery 1o the Necklace Bar, to our
Fine Jewelry Department, to the
lovely shells alcove. to the Goodies
Corner where we show delightfu)
arts and crafts from Nature's own
materials.” If you are a browser. a
buyer or a bargain hunter, visit the
Astro on 34th between Lexington
and Third. You'll have a gem of a
time!

are for a

T’chiya

(Continued from Page 10}

be able to make it?"" she asked.

The Stern T'chiya volunteer
program is cutrently in progress at
the Coliingwood Hotel on W. 35th
St., near 6th Ave. According to Judy
Kleinerman, Stern T°chiya coor-
dinator, girls have so far expressed
great satisfaction in working with
the Russian Jews. Because of the
enthusiastic response to the
program, it is hoped that a similar
one at another nearby hatel can be

arranged.

The Editor in Chief and the
Governing Board of The Ob-
server wish to extend their|
sincerest condolences to Dr.
Bernstein upon the loss of his
father. May you and your family
be comforted among the

of Zion and J I












