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Herzberg Wins
Statewide Contest

by Sara Rudoff

Aliza Herzberg, an early admission
freshman, has won a first prize award in the
Foreign Policy Association's **Think Interna-
tional™’ essay contest. Aliza’s essay was chosen
from 205 entrants from 33 New york area
schools. The essay dealt with the issue of inter-
national terrorism. Aliza discussed the problem
of terrorism and attempted to propose resolu-
tions for it. She suggested ‘‘an ofganization
similar to the United Nations with the sole

Herzberg
purpose of dealing with the terrorist issue.’
The awards ceremmmy was hosted by 'Dan
Rather, wnhSmwynfsme ;Georgé Schiiltz
as the keynote speaker.
Aliza Herzberg is a graduate of Tonya Sol-
oveitchik Yeshiva University High School for
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On Wmsday November 5, during Club
Hour, the first mﬁng of the committee for
Smdent'kcptesmwn on Academic and Stu-
dent Affairs met to discuss the issue of Early
Admissions freshmen. The purpose of this
committee is to discuss controversial issues that
affect life at Stern College-and their possible
solutions. The meeting was open-to the entire
student body. Students were invited to discuss

requires an 85% average and a score of 1100 - lege education, mtmim §
on the Scholastic Achievement Test. A third  concluded
program, the Reduced Early'Admissions Pro- - that she had'c
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and has basi the same

limited program. The studénts. on: m{ﬂe
only secular courses at Stem College-and cor
tinue their Judaic Smdlesnm / ]

their opinions on the Early Admissions policy
with Judy Paikin, Director of Admissions at

- Yeshiva University, and with Dean Bacon.
The words “*Early Admissions,” conjure up
many images in the minds of Stern College
omen. For some students, the words bring
back memories of their entrance into college
a younger than usual age. Othcr students
L. may ber feeling disoriented upon dis-
“ covering that a large percentage of their
freshman class had only just completed
eleventh grade. Upperclassmen tend to notice
the typical **Early Admissions’® questions in
class (“lslhlsggmg to be omhe test?""). Early
idered to lack
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Girls. She is one of the ten Max Stern Schol

top acad

in Stern College. Miss Herzberg feels that, **It
is important for Orthodox students to enter con-
tests because it is a way of voicing the views
of our young Jewish generation.”

'SCDS

The S(ern College Dramatic Society has ap-

d a d new director, Rina Elisha,

t stage a producnon of “The House of Ber-
nalda Alba,”” during the Spring semester.

Ms. Elisha, a teacher, has directed off-
Broadway shows, and has been involved in
commercial, experimental, and avant-garde
theatre. She is a playwright whose plays have
been produced, and a ber of the D
Gmld and the Society of Stage Directors and
Choreographers. Currently, she is a faculty
member at the Rockland Community College,
where she teaches playwriting, acting, and di-
recting courses.

Fedrico Garcia Lorca’s play *“The House of
Bernalda Alba,”” is an exciting and significant

for the full Early Admissions ngxam at Stern
Coliege (EAP)-is a 90% average and a score
of 1200 on the Scholastic Achievement exam.
The Limited Early Admissions Plan (LEAP).

Appoints New Director

play which is particularly appropriate for SCDS
to produce. The theme deals with the progres-
sion of fove. to tragedy. The plot involves the
repression of five daughters by a domineering
mother, and how, eventually, their natural
spiritedness overcomes her and results in vio-
fence.

The play requires a cast of ten female charac-
ters, which is a necessity for SCDS While the
cast is not overly: large; its'size allows quite a
few students the ka to perform. Of
course; mvolm 3 m is m(hnmed to.
performance; b
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of high school.” Last year, for example, 52 A third student,
Central students entered Stem Coﬂege on the  Stern College, comme
Early Admissi ty that entering college 4
one out of every five students in Stem College  rect n for her, she now
was once an *Early Admissions Freshic.” De-  had that extri year of !
spite the above facts, these stud cem-.
monly regarded as exhibiting immature be- grdum oofl‘hgcndleendof&um
havior both in classes and in the: dommory said. - Wi

significantly more prepared to appreciate & ¢ol-

a play this semester. they are sponsoring **Star

Search."" featuring a talent show in a café at-
mosphere, on the evening of December 9th.
1986. This will provide an opportunity for the §
student body to perform for an audience of
their peers. The acts will be judged, and the
best act will be awarded a prize. SCDS' hopes
that this event will be a prelude to-ongoing.
student participation in the cultyral and' uﬁsﬁc

\activities at Stern.
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The

before my Fi year, 1

some taunting from some college graduate friends of,
mine. They simply could not understand my decision

to attend Stemn College. They ridiculed the supposedly
low academic level, and the **desire of Stern girls to
have a diamond ring on their finger before gradua-
tion.”"

In retrospect, there is truth in their jest.

Undoubtedly. the majority of studerits at Stern do
take their studies seriously. Seriously enough to strive
for an "*A’" or a "'B.”" And if that means taking the
course taught by the less demanding instructor, or
studying the night before an exam and memorizing,
then the Stern student is seriously motivated. While
this problem is endemic at the majority of universities,
its existence at Stern results in a severe detraction of
the academic atmosphere of the college.

- Recently. at a meeting with student leaders, Dr. ~ that students stay in the dormitory for Shabbat. and

Lamm was questioned about the administration’s at-
titude toward Stern College for Women. He replied
that in his opinion, the are not accompli
cnough to prove their intellectuality. He said that the
women at S.C.W. have the potential to be as good,
or better. than thec men at Yeshiva College. because
they are exposed to broader issues. whereas the men
concentrate on Gemara, yet there remains a void in
the expression of intellectual energy at Stern.

He is right. And wrong.

The Observer and the Stern College Dramatics So-
ciety are two major examples of vital importance in
the self-expression of colfege students, yet both suffer
from a lack of student interest. Why?

I asked Dr. Lamm for his opinion for the lack of

—student motivation, and he cited the distraction of
midtown Manhattan—thcatre, movies, museums.

Home, Safe Home

I found it ironic that a few weeks ago | received
in my dormitory mailbox a list of security tips. The

_ ditorium, their **theatre™

“lenge to gain admission to Stern. and an academic

activities-can hardly compete. Maybc

T would like to proffer some opinions of my own.
Firsfly, the lack. not only of a campus, but of a
specific area for Student Activities is a severe inter-
ference. For cxample, if there is a speaker scheduled.
the Dramatic Society cannot rehearse in Koch Au-
; if Student Council holds a
meeting, the lounge can't be used for watching tele-
vision, playing video games or socialising: if The
Observer is doing layout, the computer can't be used.
Of course. *"these are the sacrifices for being in mid-
town Manhattan.*

Secondly, while Stern is not a commuter college.
we are a 4-day week college, which results in a les-
sening of the time available for devotion to extra-cur-
ricular activity. For this reason. | would recommend

eat in the cafeteria. when a society which they are
interested in, has organised a Shabbaton. One might
be rewarded by learning something of relevance. to
your academic carecr. or of personal interest.
Thirdly. Stern should not be regarded as a conve-
nient way in which to dispose of the four years be-
tween high school and marriage. It should be a chal-

challenge upon admission.

If the dancer can’t dance. he will blame the floor
for being crooked. The administration can be accused
for lack of support. the faculty for lack of merit. but,
in reality, it is the responsibility of the student to
ensure that her needs and demands are satisfied.

Ideally, administration. faculty and students will
strive together. and achieve the results that are desired
by all.

dents from ignoring the'front desk. Without such an
installation, hopes of having students register guests
or.spotting .strangers_in._the rush_and traffic of the

irony_was _not that the stud are_not_in need of
more effective security measures, but that the simple
installation of checking identification cards might
climinate the need for most of the hints on the list

Most colleges nation-wide have a security guard
at each dormitory entrance who sces to it that no one
is admitted without showing some proof of identifica-
tion. This prevents strangers from walking off the
street into the dorms and also assures that all guests
arc registered. Surely. a womens' college located in
midtown Manhattan cannat. afford to count on the
students to “notify security of any suspicious orlun-
familiar persons in the dorm’™ but, rather, sccurity
should be aware at all times of those who belong in
the dorms and those who do not.

It would be difficult to enforce such a policy with-
out the installation of some mechanism between the
front doors and the clevators that would prevent stu-

Iobby will soon be dispelled by the reality that respon-
sibilities don’t get done by themselves.

A more stringent policy. A simple process. A slight
annoyance—but well worth it.

A postscript: This editorial was written before the
murder of Chaim Weiss, a 16 year old Yeshiva student
from Staten Island. The shocking and distressing news
has made the need for added security a necessity.
Perhaps, the murder will wake us from a state of
complacency; not all of America’s streets are paved
with gold and not everyone walking the streets has a
heart of gold. We should all realize that our personal
sense of security as Jews has been threatened by this
blatant act of anti-semitism (I find it shocking that
news reports could not confirm that it was an act of
anti-semitism) and that a womens' dormitory. of a
Jewish college is just as much a target of irrational
hatred and its behavior as the Mesivta of Long Beach..

So Close Yet So Far

1t’s like sailing around the world to buy something,
with full knowledge that you already own that some-
thing and have it stored somewhere inside your own
home. Or perhaps it is impossible to properly
analogize the illogical move made by the
Yeshiva athletic department in their choice to rent a
gym at 137th Street and Amsterdam Avenue for the
SCW Basketball Team's home games. A reminder
to all mid-towners who may not grfép right away the
implication of this address: the Max Stem Athletic
Center of Yeshiva University is located on 185th and
Amsterdam Avenue. . . .

Last year, a front page Observer article dealt with
the University's decision not to allow the women at
SCW to use the new Center. At that time Dean Bacon
felt that even if students were allowed to use the
facilities this would not be an adequate solution to
the problem of Stem’s lack of athletic facilities. She
maintained that the University has a responsibility to
arrange for the use of facilities at a more accessible
location than the Uptown campus would be. Indeed,
Dean Bacon mpons that the College is in the process
of obtaining, gh a Board of Educati
tative, a permit for SCW students to use the alhlenc
facilities at Norman Thomas High School (a swimming

pool seems to be part of the prospect) on 34th and
Park. In light of these constructive active efforts on
the part of the administration, the move to rent another
gym uptown seems completely incongruous. First of
all, the location of the gym is still inconvenient for
the players and SCW fans. According to Dr. Costello,
the University was unable to find a downtown location
for the games. Then why did they find it necessary
to shell out funds for a gym in Washington Heights
when the Max Stern Center would have been abso-
lutely free? These same funds could have been used
to pay for the Norman Thomas permit.
The Observer was informed last year that !

sion to bar women from the Center came partlyas a
result of a Rabbinic opinion that it would be unﬁttmg

d us, Extra—cumcular

Letters To
The Editor

Women’s

Dear Editor,

On Tuesday, November 5, 1986,
citizens were given the privilege of
exercising their right to vote. Voting
represents the most significant direct
representation of intervention that
private citizens have in public gov-
emmnent. It is, therefore, the most
basic and precious form of public
awareness. Many criticize that stu-

Suffrage

an uninvolved student body into a
pack of pollncal acnvnsts, yet, Lhe
Stern ad has
in discouraging potential voters by
neglecting the urgency of voting on
Election Day. Many universities—
by policy—reccess on Election Day ,
thereby facxhtalmg students’ in-
volvement in the electoral system.
Unfortunately. the Stem College ad-
lected to subscribe

dents sacrifice public in
exchange for curricular involvement.

A sad but telling testimony to this
indictment took place earlier this
year when senatorial candidate Mark
Green addressed the Political Sci-
ence Society. While entertaining
quesuons Green asked the students

for the Yeshiva to have men and women p

to indi by a show of hands how

in sports activities together in the gym. But couldn’t
the athletic department have planned to simply close
off the gym to males for the duration of these few
games?

Instead, they have decnded to waste money md
moreover, to communicate the message to the SCW
student body, once again, that SCW is the after-
thought in their planning process.

many. were conservative and how
many were liberal. To his surprise,
he discovered that fifty percent of
the audience abstained from this in-

_nocent poll. Could these silent hands

.have expressed an opinion on elec-
tion day?

Admittedly, it is not the responsi-
bility of the University to transfopm

to this policy. If it finds it an impos-
" sibility o spare a full day, the admin-
istration should provide a block of
time within the day when the student
body can fulfill their responsibility.

Allhough the admlmstmnon is not
for

ing polltlcn! involvement within the -
student body, at the very least it
should age public

by affording each student the oppor- -
tunity to exercise her inalienable
right to vote.

Hindy Nq)man
SCW Class of '88
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s B list of many for your consideration.

Tl You are being educated in an environment

areed from  1hat secks t0.open your minds 1o critical
i mlyghmdloseeinglhemldnddnhnm

by Dr. Karen Bacon .
Sometimes 1 think that college comes too
soon in the lives of most students. Fresh from
the grip of years in.an educational cnvironment
that often tells its students exactly what to.do
and how to do it, the college-bound freshmian - .
has hardly any time to contemplate a new:set |,
of personal goals born in the mind and soul of .
one’s unique personality. Thus much too often
I see juniors and seniors who poignantly. tell
me they wish they. could start again; this time:
with a clearer vision. . .
Is there any principle or value that might be. /]
helpful in achieving that clearer vision? I would
suggest as one possibility the Gemorrah in
Tamid (32a). **‘Who is wise? The one who :
anticipates the future.”” Were we to do just
that, anticipate the future, we might in fact

‘questions, and seeking the answers u?iher is
the special joy of the academic environment
and the uniqueness of the teacher-student re-  git
lationship. Once out of school, this learning i
environment will evaporate. For some of you,
the press of other activities will so consume
your time that it will be years before you realize . come.
what is missing. Others will feel the loss very,
quickly. How does one anticipate this sifua-
tion? First and foremost by truly intemalizing
the value of a life-time of learning and.second
by making that value concrete in. the form of
real goals. Now is the time pot only to leam
how to learn, but also to establish meaningful
relationships with teachers to whom you.can
look for moral guidance and intellectual en-
couragement in the future. The wise man would
do no less.

“Who is wise? The one who
anticipates the future.”

know more clearly and surely how to invest
our energies and our intellects during the col-

A more subtle challenge, however, also
awaits you. At Stern College, you are the polit-

Letters to the Editor

more exciting community. May we all merit

Dean Karen Bacon inclusion in the society of the wise.

Thorns and Thistles

If the proponents of Ha'lkar, the’Zionist
revolutionaries whose full-page ad appeared in
last month’s Observer, were as accurate as they
are zealous, they would never have made the
mistake they did. One need only look in the
Alcalay dictionary to see that the word
't'shuvah’ has two very separate definitions: a
physical retum, and repentence—a spiritual re-

Dollars andSense

gradepoint average, then apathy wins and a -
challenging. worthwhile education loses.

Dear Editor,

I would like to thank Dr. Bevan for expres~
sing her views on student apathy from the view-

turn. When this group arrogantly claims that point of the consumer advacate. | almost de- - hands—io take the: cousses she .will:gain, the
r'shuvah means aliyah, which aspect of the clined responding to the article on the grounds ~most from, and workt make it worth the time.
word are they referring to? If one reads their of not caring. The:profit. then. is: greater than. the priee. It's

pporting text fully,- it is obvious that Her article presented excellent suggestions like g : - appliance that comes unas-~
Rabbi Alkalai was only focusing on the phys- for a frustrated student who is trying to make sembled. You. can spend the time sod effort
ical aspect of the word. **. . . Yet the:process the most of her college ‘years. It seems ideal - putting the parts Smﬁuk work

referred to by the word 'r’shuvah remains as
described in the first definition: to return to the
land from which we have left.’

Yet, the remaining portion of the advertise-
ment makes it clear that Ha'lkar would like to
impose the spiritual meaning of the word on
their definition of aliyah as well. Using the

see its advertisements splashed across the pages
of the Observer. It is a curious phenomenon
that while we would feel uncomfortable print-
ing their ad because. it is obvious to most of
us that they are ignoring a major component
of Judaism, we have no qualms about voicing

traditional | form of rep (Al
Chait) to voice their opinions on Zionism re-
duces 1’ shuvah, repentence, to the physical act
of aliyah. To witness a group redefine and
diminish the nature of f'shuvah.to mean only
aliyah is a frightening distortion.

In a similar vein, it is frightening to me to
hear the views of Neturai Karta—a group vio-
lently opposed to the State of Israel—eéspoused.
Yet, I find it highly doubtful that { would ever

“You Gotta

As an art major, | tend to look at things with
a critical artistic eye. I have noticed the lack
of graphics, artwork, and basic artistic sensibil-
ity in many of Stern’s publications, posters and
flyers.
There is an art major at Stem, and there are
many students who are not majoring in art but
" take classes in Stern and outside on their owns
initiative. Why aren’t they: being utilized to
add that special spark to the printed page?

the opinions of a group who are operating on
end of the'

X together and
or just let it sit in the closet. In the latter case.
the ‘smart: consumer should” send it back ‘and
get a refund. v

to treat our education as would buyers of a
well-shopped for product. Demand the highest
quality. the best service. and exchanges if not
satisfied. [t might work for a toaster oven: how-
ever. when we confront intangible matters. it
is difficult to conceive of them in dollars and
cents.

How many students realize the cost of
jon? Even those who take out ;

the opposi p But. b
they have cloaked their views in something
dear to us. namely Israel, we seem to feel an
obligation to-give them'space in our paper.
As a deeply committed Zionist. it pains me
to see my beliefs manipulated and warped on
the pages of my school paper.
. Naomi Levine
~SCW 1987

Have Art”

loans are hit with the enormous cost sftef th
graduate with the signattire on the GSL
We have been rasied to think we have it coming
to us. Sad. but true. Finantially speaking. the
**smart student buyer™ will regard tuition in
terms of amount put in proportionate to starting i
salary upon receiving a job. This. for many.
seems to make it all worthwhile. 2 3
* When it comes down to the actual education, .
the classes available. the teachers offered;
challenge presented, this grossly aver-priced
prod is a dist ing gance.
(economically speakingl. Elnnece::y -

at Stern is a shaped major and involves taking
. itutions. Theref

insufficient g ce. other:

k)

many classes at other i ]
art students tend to gef bagged down, as I-can
attest. 'in trying o keep on'top of their work
at two schools: ‘Given that, perhaps-the staff

of the newspaper and other:publications should | permeates

approach art majors andrequest their services. .
Thic human eye enjoys that which s aesthet-
ically pleasing, It would be a definite asset if

hassles further the disappoini-
ment. ;

Frustration hits and the apathy slowly sinks
in. Apathy. that chronic well-known malaise. .
\ and robs the student of his-own pes-
sonal desire to learn.. When the studeints don’t
care about studying. the teachers.don’t care
about teaching. the game is to take the least
challenging teachers. who don’t care if you :

Tt gave me much pleasure to have a Shabbos
vigit: while.1 was ‘s patient-at the New York
University Hospital,- 1 wish to. commend. the

- the artists in our school would help spruce up 1 ¢ v !
Perhaps the art majors.themselves should try -our publicatiofts.' -« . : ., Janend. who.require th_e least ammmtdwod tein and Sbihl(luna. s fine:examples of
to make their services available and contribute . Rebecca and.who t A's because the real con-  young Jewish womanhood. - - ;
their talents. On the other hand, the art major S.C.W. Class of '87{ cem. is the maintgnance of the sacred 3.8 - - . . : Ime Applebeérg

PP

HErAeT c TN e wie o yding

IS ) MR I SN L 0 B L8




" The synthesis of a secular and religious life
has been analyzed in the ‘‘Torah U'Mada
Reader,"" a publication of the Max Stern Divi-
sion of Communal Services. The following ex-
cerpts are attenipts from rabbinic leaders to

~ SYNTHESK

by Erica Schoonmaker

“Most critige at the slogan Torah U"Mada.
It is heard too many times:in the hallways and
classrooms of Yeshiva University. From the
| Beit Midrash to the academic arena, one rarely

spring of 1986, umbrellaed into a network of
gl that were d d over the

-

summer
Under the direction of Rabbi Schacter and
with the help of, educational coordinator, Dr.
henbx Assistant: Dean of Stu-

sees those who emb a g

For all to many, mlsexpmss:on would be betier
worded as Torah U'Parnas. Torah U'Clep
Tests, or Mada U’ Kitzur Shulchan Aruch. At
best, one envisions a student at Y.U. walking

Daniel R 4
dents, the Torah U’Mada Project will use five
vehicles to explore: and  crystallize this
philosophy. S

The first conduit of the project is contingent

define **synthesis’* and present ifs implications i ith a bio book in one hand on stiident participation. As carly as December
for a religious lifestyl. o e et ealizing hat of this . applcations will be solcitcd
h under- from students and pert to join in
his day is split with a devotion to cach wnder- K0 \ank"" on Torah U Mada. A projectcd
taking but with the chance of integration re:
maining slim: ten students from each  campus would mect
orld-p . - himself in the ““thick  his knowled ) bimonthly in separately constituted groups.
A wi pective is not a ap-  himself in * of his .ps . Each fellowship student would be responsiblc
proach to the world; it is not mf’y a matter and cxpe e it. Woﬂ* p isanall | . . . studentsfind it increasingly for a research :mjecr spanning a field of sci-
of knowledge. Onc may be acquainted with ) and a dynamic act of dxfficult to walk the tightrope of cnce. humanities. social science, or business

any culture although the object of one’s knowl-
edge need not be identical with one's personal
outlook. Cognition does not make for a Wel-
ranschauung The latter rests, not on cognitive

dati but on a practical act of integra-
tion with the self. Knouledge together with
appreciation and valuation. comprises a
world-perspective. One must become integ-
rated with his knowledge to call it his own.
One must live symbiotically with his culture
to make it a living experience. He must place

valuatlon Thc modern theory of value, since
Lotze, Windelband, and Rickert, the fathers
of modern axiology. declares truth to be, not
a correlative to some ontological entity, but a
value that reigns supreme. If one says ‘‘my
culture, " it implies not only the culture of **my
acquaintance’’ but a culture which *'I ap-
preciate and value, love and admire. and finally
even worship.”"
Rav. Joseph B. Soloveitchik
**Kodesh and Chol™*

Torah and Chachma without
leaning to one side.”

This forces the question of the benefits and
handicaps of adopting such a philosophy for
the University. An earful of elevator talk alone
will reveal that school leaders are asking ques-
tions on the goals of the yeshva/university: stu-
dents find it increasingly difficult to walk the
tightrope of Torah and Chachma without lean-
ing to one side. President Dr. Norman Lamm

Ultimately. one’s view of the relation of sec-
—ular and religious studies depends upon a cor-
responding attitude towards the relation of re-
ligious and secular-life. On the onc hand. there
may be a dualistic conception which would sct
up a rigid barrier between the two: which con-
ceives of man's purely natural life as intrinsi-
cally corrupt; which sees the religious as being
established not upon the secular but despite it;
which, in short, considers kodesh and chol not
simply distinct but disjoint. On the other hand,
we have a unified conception which stems from
a deep-seated belief that life is basically one:
that the sccular and religious aspects of human
existence are in fundamental harmony, the lat-
ter perfectingf rather than destroying the
former; that, finally, while kodesh and chol
are neither identical nor coextensive, they are
both contiguous and continuous. | think the
attitude of Torah is clearly aligned with the
latter view, with what a Canadian scholar has
called *'the principle of integration.”" Our
whole weltanschauung—from eschatology to

ethics—is firmly grounded upon the profound ¥

conviction that the physical, the natural, the
secular, is not to be destroyed but sanctified.
The Halacha stresses not rejection but inclu-
sion, not segregation but transmutation. It
never sought to mutilate life in some Procras-
tean bed. Rather, with its vitality, flexibility
and breadth, the Halacha has repeatedly proved
to be as expansive and as inclusive as life itself.
Its catholicity, its magnificent sweep. and its
extraordinary scope—these are of its essence.
The Torah is neither world-accepting nor
world-rejecting. It is world-redeeming. In the
education of a ben Torah, therefore, there is |
room for both secular and religious studies.
Not equal room to be sure—the obversé of
integration is the hierarchy of value, and within
that hierarchy, Torah reigns supreme. At the
bottom, however, the comprehension of
Torah's outlook establishes a rich education as
the basis of a rich life. The final word is with
integration and harmony.
Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein
**A Consideration of Synthesis
From a Torah Point of View™

commented on the goals of Y .U. in an article
that appeared recently in Moment magazine.
**We are, in effect, a marvelous bridge, indeed
a network of bridges connecting many worlds-
Jewish and non-Jewish, religious and secular,
Orthodox and non-Orthodox in the academic,
ideological, and communal spheres."" In recent
months, the ability of this bridge to touch suc-
cessfully upon the banks of many camps has
been questioned. Unlike the informal and class-
room discussions about Torah U'Mada, the
University will soon embark on a formal pro-
ject to explore the concept of Torah U’'Mada,

historically, philosophichlly, and practically.

Inspired_by Dr. Lamm, the Torah U’'Mada
Project started with focus groups at Stern and
Yeshiva‘College. Dr. Chaim Waxman, a pro-
fessor of sociology at Rutgers University, and
Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter, rabbi of the Jewish
Center in New York City, led discussions with
students on both campuses allowing them to
air their criticisms and realistically evaluate the
goals of Y.U. Dr. Waxman took this informa-
tion and designed from it a questionairé that
would effectively elicit student opinion en
masse. These preliminary steps, taken in the

as they relate to Torah. The students will have
opportunities to work not only with a faculty
mentor. but also with experts in their respectiye
areas.

Some of these papers could be restructured
for the second facet of the project. Mr. Jacque
Schwalbe, a prominent business man with a
personal interest in ‘‘Torah Eem Derech
Eretz,”" has sponsored an essay contest for
graduating seniors on a topic involving Torah
U’Mada. This essay contest will not be limited
to those in the *‘think tank’’, and semiors in
all areas of study will be encouraged to contrib-
ute.

The motivation behind the *‘think tank’’ and
the essay contest.is to discover who among the
students shows scholarly aptitude and leader-
ship capabilities. Aside from the value to par-
ticipating individuals, such 4 group would help
start a more intellectual community in the col-
leges. A large number of students exhibiting
more academic tendencies would raise the
caliber of classes and tighten student/faculty
relations. Subsequently, the University news-
papers, journals, and-clubs would be upgraded
by the input of such a group.”

The last three components of the project aim
beyond the walls of the yeshiva alone. Firstly,
a book comprised of articles written by contem-
porary scholars and leading rabbinic figures
will be published in the fall of 1988. The pub-
lication will deal with Torah U’ Mada through
the eyes of Chazal, Rishonim, and Achronim.
Professor E.E. Urbach, an authority on Talmud
from Hebrew University, will discuss the im-
pressions of Chazal on Torah U'Mada. Cover-
ing the period of Rishonim, Dr. David Berger,
a professor at the Bernard Revel Graduate
School, will analyze their approach to secular

Judaism, on the other hand, secks functional
intcgration in the institutions of Jewish life.
The family is not merely a context in which
children are reared in the climate of love: it is
also an arcna in which instruction takes place
and Jewish commitment ‘is conveyed. The
Jewish school is classically cofcerned not
merely with the transmission of information
but with imbuing its students with a sensc of
morality and religious  obligation.  The
synagogue is the ben hakneset, the house of
assembly, used not only for worship but also

for study and as a forum for consultation on
questions of communal need. Social synthesis,
through the: functional integration of its institu-
tions, has always been a Jewish objective. It
needs application to the American Jewish scene
as well, to the institutions of contemporary life
emerging in the Jewish community such as the
university, the medical school, the hospital,
the rescarch institute, the newspaper etc.
Rabbi Sol Roth
*‘The Idea of Synthesis’*

In this light, studying the humanities contrib-

utes not only to the intellectual-religious goal
of approachlng G-d by knowing the human
reality that is so crucial a part of His work,
but also to the agonized self-understanding that
is necessary for him to r.‘rcalc his present and’
future as a baal tshuva: **know thyself™" is a
moral-religious imperative. What is  self-
knowledge’ Cenainly not less than a grasp of
human nature and history, the ways of human
thought and philosophy, and, not least, an
awareness of human freedom and man's capac-
ity qua nefesh chaya (in Onkelos's sense) to
imagine and create new beginnings and new
worlds.
Prof. Shalom Carmy
“*Why I Read Philosophy, Etc."
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and religious studies. The former Dean of
Revel, Dr. Sid Z. Leiman, will examine Torah
U*Mada from the perspective of the Achronim.
Tying together the three milicu, Rav Ahron
Lichtenstein, the Rosh Yeshiva of Har Etzion,

will write on the philosophical ideas and impli-
cations of integrated secular and religious
study. Each essay will be approximately one
hundred pages long and submitted in the spring
of 1988,

The possibility exists of also having monog-
raphs written by Roshei Yeshivot and scholars
in specific arcas where Torah and Mada in-
tertwine.

Communal
Involvement

The project’s fourth component consists of
a number of symposia and lecture series on
specific areas that blend Torah and Chachma.
Discussions between students and faculty will
be conducted on formal and informal levels.
Roshei Yeshivot have already agreed to speak
on related topics as early as next semester.

The project’s goal in this express sphere will
also involve cc ities in the Metropolitan
area and across the United States. Communal
involvement has been stressed as an important
factor in the project’s success. Torah U‘Mada
must be examingd. from many camps within
the halachic framework in order for its validity
to be most honestly-assessed. Perhaps-an-out-
come of the project will be a joining of a very~
polarized community on an issue that every
sect on the religious spectrum must confront.

Dr. Waxman's questionaire will make its
reappearance as the final facet of the Torah
U’Mada Project. It will be more polished than
the original and seek the response of the entire
student body and faculty. Rabbi Schacter and
Dr. Rothenberg realize that the success of the
project lies in searching out student opinion
and not in assuming it. The stereotypes and
dichotomies found in this college environment
need to be seriously explored and the conclu-
sive evidence needs to be acted upon. A ques-
tionaire will elicit valuable information to-
wards this end. ’

This five pronged project has been directed
from its formative stages by Rabbi Jacob J.
Schacter. Rabbi Schacter, along with his pulpit

position, has' long been associated with
Yeshiva University and is persomlly and pro-
fessionally committed to the goals of this pro-
ject. He feels that livingin'a world of constant
developments and challenges necessitates a nsc
to meet those chall within the fi

Often the greatest test of student needs are
best expressed by student leaders. To infor-
mally measure student opinion, four student
leaders were asked to answer the following
questions on the philosophy of Torah U’Mada:

Do you feel that Yeshiva University
sents a genuine synthesis of Torah U'Mada
values? What is the most effective way of im-

of the Jewish past:

His own background is diversified and
makes him qualiﬁed to swing to both sides of
the pendulum in this study. His father was a
rabbinical student of Yeshiva, but his own
smicha comes from Torah V*‘Daas. He is pre-
sently completing his doctorate in Jewish his-
tory at Harvard University and has published
a number of scholarly articles. In addition,
Rabbi Schacter is in the process of preparing

two books which will be published by Yalej:

University Press and Mossad Bialik in

Jerusalem.

Dr. Rothenberg, in his position as A

pl ing this philosophy at Stern Collége?

Sharon Halevy Editor-in-Chief of **The Ob-
server’’

Torah U’'Mada—the study of Judaism con-
current with the pursuit of secular knowledge—
is the philosophy-of Yeshiva University. How-
ever, for the student at SCW, the-integration
of both can mean juggling différent attitudes
and modes of behavior, and walking a tightrope
_between the -secular and the religious. This
could mean a conflict: between secular norms
that the student has accepted upon herself, and
the halachic boundaries espoused by the Uni-
versny In the classmom there are sometimes

Dean of Students, deals closely with under
graduates at both Yeshiva and Stem college.
He has a long association with Yeshiva and i

deeply committed to its values. Dr. Rothenberg

completed his undergraduate and graduate]
training at Y.U., and in the process recieved]
rabbinic ordination, a Masters degree in Jewish|
Philosophy, and a Ph.D. in Clinical Psycho-|
Iogy Hls doctorate was on the psychological

of rapid religious change, and the|
Torah U'Mada Project represents for him per-|
sonally a chance to define and encourage nor-
mative religious developmenl

definit between literature,
philosophy, art, history, psychology and
Torah, Jewish philosophy and halacha. Of
course, these situations force thc smdem to

4.

evaluate her morals and a

ANTITHESIS:
Student Leaders Speak Out

institution. The lduol [ 'MJWMM

the Rambam,
Soloveitchik,  Shimshon w ‘Hirsch and
the poet/sciolars Yehuda Haleviand Tbn Ezra.

Secondly, in SCW, if’ pcmcul-\\lhm isa
lack of properly implemented Torsh U'Mada
philosophy. Torah U'Mada should not amount
to **a little of this, a little of that, and not much

experienced by the majority of modern or-
thodox Jews. Existence in modern society
forces one to face disparities in our religious
heritage and secular culture.

From this perspective, an environment of
Torah U'Mada is extremely beneficial. To dis-
pel the ambivalence and to truly accommodate
the undergraduates. there must be a sincere

Normative religi depend
on the interrelation of numerous elcmenv.s In
order to find the “‘shveel ha’ zahav.’’ an obser-
vant person must look not only to himself but
also to the world around him when turning to
G-d. This ‘“‘shlemut’’ or sense of completeness
that the University strives to develop is the
goal of the Torah U’Mada Project. It is a dif-
ficult experiment in achieving self-awareness
and in finding a meeting ground for a very
disparate nation. Such an undertaking merits
the involvement and support of the entire
Yeshiva University community.

**And I applied my heart to seek by wisdom
concerning all things that are done under
heaven: it is a sore task that God hath given
to the sons of men to be exercised therewith. "
Koheler 1:13.

7

-

DAY: Tuesday
DATE: December 2, 1986
TIME: 8:00 p.m.

PLACE: Brookdale Residence Hall — Front Lounge

Sponsored by the Torah U’Madah Project
Yeshiva University

of anything.'* ‘Specifically, in order for SCW
tobea workmg example of Torah U'Mada,
the school must have a real library with a full .
selection of books in both Torah U'Mada dis-
ciplines. A bigger Beir Midrash is also fitting
for a school that is purported to be the Nosth
Amgrican center of Jewish learning. Of course,
a bigger faculty in both disciplines is required
for more serious secular and religious studies..

respect for all aspects of a college ed:

from the students, faculty. and the administra-
tion.

Torah U'Mada must bg successful. If there
is no conciliation between the two. Jews could
not function in modern society and maintain
their Jewish identity.

Faigi Bandman: President of Torah Activities
Committee
The admmlsmnon must take an active role

in g an directed toward the remains:

open discussion of quesnons and issues of 50,
Jewish hashkafa. The. of a religi denund
school rests in its close relationship b under:

leges™ in which-he explained that a university
hnmoﬂbnmwnmm»hu»
dents. Clearly. the values which Stem College
instill in its students is- the “Torsh

faculty and students. Smdents have expressed

lhlﬂmthlsmlzh(bmhoncmvhhtd
our professors. They can accomplish

a need for this relati tobe dk

1 lhouldbelfommnmmyfwgam-
ing knowledge. but also for acquiring a method
of applying this knowledge to daily Tife. This

msbynalowcnuﬂnmdutbmvh-
they perceive to be the students! level but rather
raise the students by raising the standards. By
demanding more of the students. our professors

aticall nmpmeomthem\pomnteof

1 pumnmmewe'l‘mm

can also-be p
Machmdemkmodeknmukohnml-
able to date the needs of a womens®

lnusnotforgcl&m'l‘udlU'Mdmm
only imply a presence of Torah within our
Mﬁlwcshtkhdnm«hmow'l‘ordllivs
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Faculty Colloquium

by Sara Silberman
The professors of the Jewish Studies Depart-
ment are concucting a colloqumm dunng (hls

understanding of the topic presented, and of
the process of hing a subject — develop-
ingal h and testing that hypothesis.

academic year. Rabbi E;
Dean of Jewish Stidies at Stem College for
Women, has invited the faculty to present the
results of their extensively researched studies
on particular topics, which they are now con-

The first lecture, **The Attitude of Sephardic
Scholars Toward Secular Poetry,” was pre-
sented by Dr. Yosef Tobi, a senior lecturer in
Jowish Hlslory at’ the Haifa University, on
Wed 8 ber 19th, 1986.

forp F "
does not serve merely as a showcase for these
works. Rabbi Kanarfogel believes that the ad-
vantage of such a program is two-fold: the:
lecturers obmn a soundmg board for their
ideas, p b g from the interdiscip-
linary knowlcdgc collcagucs may be able to
contribute; meanwhile’, the audience gleans an

The second lecture, **The Jewish Library in
the Middle Ages-Evidence From the Genizah
Booklists,"* will be the dlscourse of Dr. Moshe
Sokolow, an A iate P at Yeshiva
Univcrsny on Wednesday, December 10th,
1986, during Club Hour in room 418.

Tanach Beit Midrash

by Chaya Stein

The expansion of the Beit Midrash program
to include a Bible component is under consid-
eration by the Dean of the Judaic Studies dc-
partment, Rabbi Ephraim Kanarfogel. The
concept of a Beit Midrash program is one in
which class lectures are given in conjunction
with teacher-supervised preparation of sources.

Taught by Rabbi Moshe Kahn, the current
course in advanced level Gemara is designed
to teach students a methodology for learning
Talmud. Its counterpart in Tanach would also
be geared toward teaching methodology in ap-
proaching and preparing texts, thereby giving
students the resources with which to later han-
dle similar material on their own.

Like the Gemara course, the three-credit Beir
Midrash class in Tanach-would consist of five
academic hours per week: two hours devoted
to textual preparation and three hours of class
lecture. It would be open to qualified advanced

level students. **The corollary of implementing
this new Beit Midrash program,’’ says Rabbi
Kanarfogel, *‘would be to aim for more semi-
nar-type courses in which students are expected
to do more on their own.""

Rabbi Kanarfogel, while enthusiastic about
the new program, has emphasized that it is still
**in the planning stage, and that student input
and interest in this area are very important.’*
Erica Schoonmaker, a participant in the ad-
vanced level Beit Midrash program for Tal-

by Caroline Peyser

Continuing the trend of recent years, three
visiting professors from Israel have joined the
Jewish Studies faculty at Yeshiva University.
Dr. Aviezer Ravitsky, Dr. Yeshayahu Maori,
and Dr. Yosef Tobi were invited to teach
courses at Stern College in their areas of spec-
ialization during their sabbatical year abroad.
**We want to expose the student body to lead-
ing scholars from Isra¢l with innovative ap-
proaches in their individual fields, thereby ex-
panding the students’ horizons,” explains
Rabbi Ephraim Kanarfogel, Chairman of the
Jewish Studies Department at Stern College.

Dr. Yeshayahu Maori, a senior lecturer of
Bible at Haifa University, curremly tcaches

Ein Torah K g Torat

Eretz Israel:

ficiency in Hebrew, as well as skills for the
critical analysis of texts. He finds this surpris-
ing, considering the number of years, that stu-
dents spend leaming Hebrew and Bible in day
schools around the country. *‘I would like stu-
dents to leam to approach texts scientifically;
first to understand the problems of the text,
and then to try to solve these problems. " Spec-
ifically, Dr. Maori strives to intertwine the
study of both classical rabbinic and medieval
sources and exegesis, with the newer and more
modern approaches. *‘We have to be honest
when we study and approach a text. When |
present a view, | try to present it authentically

courses at Stern in Bible and medi bli

exegesis. Originally from Tel Aviv, Dr. Maori
served as a ‘‘Kerzin Dat,"’ officer in charge of
religious affairs, during his three year army
duty. He studied for a year at the Slonim
Yeshiva in Ramat Gan. His university studies
were completed at the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem, where he received a Ph.D. in Bible
and Biblical Philology. For more than twenty

mud, also sees the need for exp of the

Beit Midrash program into the Tanach depart-
ment. As she says, ‘‘Given the influx of stu-
dents returning from Israel, SCW students ex-
pect more advanced textual studies and want
to learn a derech in parshanut instead of just
taking various classes.'' Like Rabbi Kanar-
fogel, she stresses that student demand for such
a program is crucial.

years, Dr. Maori has taught Bible in Haifa
University, chairing the department during his
last two and a half years. In addition, he has
lectured at Bar Ilan University. Last year, he
received a fellowship at the Institute for Ad-

“If you start with mediocrity,
you remain mediocre . . .

and in the best way, regardless of the author’s
religious beliefs. Then, after understanding it,
we can evaluate it critically. If you start with
mediocrity, you remain mediocre, and that has
never been - the approach of Orthodox
Judaism."*

Dr. Ravitsky, an outspoken political
ideologist, hclped found the Oz Ve’'Shalom

vanced Studies in Jerusalem to his
research in Aramaic and Syriac_targumim.

mo ligi counterpart to the

-1

_ Shalom Achshav movement for peace. Al-

COME AND HEAR

THE FUTURE

OF AMERICAN JEWRY
A Dialogue Symposium with:
® Rabbi William Berkowitz, National President,

Amencan Jewish Heritage Committee

® Rabbi Alfred Gottschalk President, Hebrew Union
College; Leader of Reform Judaism

@ Rabbi Wolfe Kelman, Executive Vice President,
Rabbinical Assembly; leader of Conservative Judaism

® Rabbi Emanuel Rackman, Chancellor, Bar Ilan
University; Leader of Modern Orthodox Judaism

Don’t miss this historic and exciting discussion of the critical
issues of our times (role of women, relations between Or-
thodox, Conservative, Reform, Assimilation and intermar-
riage, Patrilineal descent issue, new Jewish extremism, and

other topics)

Tuesday Night, December 16, 8:15 PM,
Fordham University Auditorium, 113 West 60th Street,
New York City (Tel: 212 362-7074) Free and Open to All

Are you single? There will be a wine and cheese recéption
for Jewish singles after the symposium. Many, many
Jewish singles from the tri-state area are expected: Ad-
mission donation, (at the door) for singles reception, $20.

SPONSORED BY AMERICAN JEWISH HERITAGE COMMITTEE, in associa-
tion with THE DIALOGUE FORUM SERIES,

. .. learn to approach
texts scientifically.”

though he cc d his doctoral studies in
medieval Jewish philosophy, he lectures at
Hebrew University in contemporary Jewish

As a member of the Bible Project, an insti-
tute for Bible research at Hebrew University,
Dr. Maori has, for many years, helped compile
a critical edition of the Book of Isaiah. His own
contribution focuses on the variations of the
text from later versions found in rabbinic
sources as well as the Dead Sea Scrolls.

Dr. Maori is no stranger to Yeshiva Univer-
sity. In 1978, he taught Bible at the Bernard
Revel Graduate School. Currently, he teaches
courses in Bible and biblical exegetes, both on
the undergraduate and graduate levels. Dr.
Maori believes that Stern students have a strong
Jewish studies background, yet they lack a pro-

sesesbesssossussocnede
.

thought. ‘‘Medieval Jewish philosophy is my
expertise,”” recounts Dr. Ravitsky. ‘‘But I am
also a Jew who lives in Israel and is a part of
world Jewry. Heschel, Rav Soloveitchik, Rav
Kook, and other modemrn thinkers are crucial
to our own self understanding. So I read. And
if I read, I often write as well.”

Dr. Ravitsky grew up in Jerusalem. After
completing a half year of study at Yeshivat
Kerem BeYavneh, he served in a Nachal in the
Israeli army, spending one year of service as
head advisor of the Tel Aviv Bnei Akiva chap-
ter. Later, he completed a double major in
Jewish Philosophy and general Philosophy at
Hebrew University. His doctoral thesis, enti-

Colloquiam:
“The Jewish Library in the Middle Ages — Evidence from the
Genizah Booklists”
Dr. Moshe Sokolow
Wednesday, December 10th, 1986
Club Hour: Room 418
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tled *‘Maimonidean: Tubbonenn Thought in the
Thirteenth Century,”” analyzed the interpreta-
tions' and reactions to Maimonides’ Guide to
the Perplexed in the first century after its com-
pletion. In 1979, Dr. Ravitsky received a fel-
lowship at Harvard University’s Center for
Jewish Studies.

Dr. Ravitsky has been imp d with the

specifically the piyyutim of Rabbi Saadya
Gaon. He lectures in this field both at the Heb-
rew and Haifa Umiversities. '

In addition to teaching at Stern College, Dr.
Tobi also spends much of his time at the Jewish
Theological Seunmy l:.ibmy amlyzmg plevl-

Rehglous G”

by Wendy. Zierler

The Religious Guidance program at SCW
affords students the opportunity to receive the
religious instruction of a Rav, as well gs per- .
sonal counselling. At the most basic jevel, thé
guidance officer serves as a Halakhic question
and answer bureau for the students. fn addjtion
Rabbi Flaum, SCW's present guidance coun-
sellor, (having assumed the role that Rabbi
Blau, the Mashgiach Ruchani of Yeshiva Col-
Iege held when he was working part-time

ously

student involvement and participation in his
classes, However, he finds it disappointing that
many students do not prepare the outside read-
ings. **Reading is a crucial part of the course."*
Currently, Dr. Ravitsky, who holds the Mil-
ler Family Chair in-the History of Zionism at
Yeshiva University, teaches a course at Stern
College entitled ,*Contemporary Israeli Is-
* This course surveys ctirrent religious a

and secular philoSophies toward Zionism and
the State of Israel..He. explains the purpose of
his course: **There are people who hold only
one opinion or view, and who do not under-
stand that there-are different philosophies. I
would like Jews outside of Israel to become

mrecuuttmdm&mslaﬁeﬂdnw
Literature into English is disturbing.

) is the staff liason for any teacher
who wishes to refer a specific student for religi-
ous guidance, and the ready ear for those stu-
dents wishing to discuss personal religious
doubts or dilemmas. Swdents may schedule

period that were found in'the Cairo Geniza.
He has recently uncovered niew fragments of
otherwise unknown or incomplete works writ-
ten'by Saadya Gaon, such as **Sefer Hagalui,”

with Rabbi Flaum, according to
their needs, both daytime and nightﬂm

But as Rabbi Kanarfogel, chairman of the
Jewish Studies Depmmem exphuis ‘the re-

apolenmical work, as well as many additional
piyyutim. He is.in the process of writing a book
about North African Piyyutim from the tenth
and cleventh centuries.
" *‘Students in my courses at Stern are dedi-
cated to Jewish and Hebrew culture,” com-
ments Dr. Tobi enthusiastically. ‘I ami very

aware of differént approaches and ideologies
Personally, | am critical of a concrete messianic

“I want to develop an alternate
approach to religious Zionism.”

ideology as the only way to endow the Jewish
state with religious meaning. Through a critical
analysis of different ideologies, I want to

develop an; alternate eppmac‘n to Religious -

Zionism."" Dr. Ravitsky is currently complet-
ing a book on messianism and Zionism.

Dr. Yosef Tobi teaches two unique courses.
His course entitled ‘‘Medieval Hebrew
Piyyutim'" scans the liturgical poetry of Israel
from the fifth to tenth centuries. The second
course, ‘‘History of the Jews in Medieval Is-
lamic Countries,”" focuses on the legal status
of Jews in Moslem countries from-the seventh
century until today.

pleased with this fact. Unfortunately, students
do not know Hebrew well enough. Today,
however, day schools place a heavy emphasis
on Hebrew language. When these elementary
and high school students reach the college
level, they will know Hebrew significamly bet-
er.”" The recent trend to translate Hebrew lit-
erature into English disturbs Dr. Tobi. While
this allows wider access to the literature, it
distances people from the Hebrew language
and original textsIn general . hie-assesses: the:
Jewish Studies Department very favorably,
while admitting that there still remains room
for improvement. One constructive criticism
of the University that Dr. Tobi has expressed,
is that there exist very few, if any, Yeshiva

ligious guidance service is not confined excly--
sively- to Rabbi- Flaum’s- office. The Jewish
Studies faculty endeavours, whenever Possiv:
ble, to prevent a complete dichotonty between
academic and religious guidance; most facuity. -
members are md:vndunlly willing to listen to
students, opine and instruct, If he (or another
Rav) finds that a student has a serious

of any type, he will generally pursue it. **Con-

dance Pwam

cemilynismmfmmmm
lhmtmdwqwm”
8 appropriateness.of

scw
is room I04 locmzd rfgln beside
office.

Israel Yeshiva Fair

by Miriam Kwalwasser

On Sunday, November 16, the first annual
Israel Yeshiva Fair, a program designed to as-
sist students in their choice of a veshiva:in
fsrael, was sponsored by Chevrat Ahyah To-
ranit and NCSY . The program, which was held
in Stern College's Koch Auditori

for the atmosphere lhere Detailed pamphlets
were provided by.most of the representatives
for the veshivor and some also gave out appli-
cations Jof the poming year.

The Yulmmﬁnr was quite successful, espe-
cially consi&nng that this was a first. Rabbi

about thirty prospective students and many par-
ents. Yoel Nachshon. the shaliach for CAT,
gave a brief introduction to the program. Rabbi

University periodicals and publi on

Jewish Studies in general, and on Hebrew lit-
erature specifically. . '

Finally, Dr. Tobi notes, *‘From my conver-
sations with students, I sense that they possess

Aed

Dr. Tobi, a_native J !
Hebrew University where he completed under-
graduate studies in the field of Hebrew litera-
ture and Arab-Islamic History, as well as doc-
toral studies in medieval Hebrew literature,

a strong attach to the land of Israel. espe-
cially due to the fact that so many spend a year
learning there.”* Hopefully, the addition of
these three c ing faculty bers will
contribute to the strengthening of this tie.

Food Collection Campaign

by Wendy Zierler

The food bin placed in the lobby of the dorm
before the Chagim was for the purpose of col-
lecting packaged foods for needy Jewish people
in our community. The large bag of food that
was subsequently donated has been sent to Pro-
ject Ezra. This group, which is based in the
Lower East Side. delivers food, on a weekly
basis, to clderly citizens who arc housebound
or unablc to preparce their own -food. Project
Ezra also prepares food packages specifically
for Jewish holidays. .

RIS
Bridging the
Generation Gap —
“Do Not Forsake Me
in My Old Age”

The T:zedakah C: plans to cond
various food collection campaigns to aid their
weekly or holiday service.

. For more information about Project Ezra,
see Wendy Zierler, 4B, and read future articles
in the Observer.

berg. NCSY's Director of National Af-
fairs. then spoke about the importance of at-
tending veshiva in Isracl and every individual's
difficulty in choosing the right place for him/
her. Rabbi Rosenberg said that the program
was designed to make students more comfort-
ablé with their choices of veshiv ot
Faculty and student from

fter' bﬁgadiﬁcoufapd“hyw

A Iumwg lmember
of Stern's administration’who’¢laimed that a
slmxhrmgmnhadﬁeenmnmﬂ\emm
had been unsuccessful, Rabbi | e
pected the attendance of Su s prograffi to
be minimal. Furthermore, cmhigﬁwhools
had told Rabbi Re th;msmmxs
would be unwilling to travel to the City on a
Sunday. especmnywhenmy con-
duct programs of their own. Theﬂicmof

about twenty veshivor were on hand to answer
students’ and parents’ questions about the

philosophies of different veshivor. financial..

aid. the faculty. the structure of one year pro-
grams. and American-Israeli interaction. Some
schools had video or slide shows of the school
building. the setting of the yeshiva. and the
rebbes in order to help the students get a feeling

the progr provesthatsachwmmnm
Students are investing much timé in making
the difficult decision of choosifg'a yeshiva in
Israel. Some will even be making & trip to
Israel in order to find a §éshiva suited ‘ﬂ&ir
needs. Anyone who would like to
Israel for this purpose”should contact m
Harris. Tentatively. $750 will include round
trip airfare. accommodations, food, and tours,

5 WEST 30th §
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President’s Column

Voice Your Opinion!

by Stacy Alevy

When Korach and his, followers rebelled
against Moshe Rabbenu, Hashem wanted to
destroy Korach, hls followers and Am Isracl.
We leam from this that although Am Israe!
was not actively against Moshe, it was their
insction, their tacit approval, that was deserv-

ing of punishment. In the case of the Golden

Calf, we see another example of people stand-
ing idly by, and were thus punished by their

you and me in our ediication at Stern Concge‘7
If we, the students, are in any way dissatisfied
with our education, yet, remain silent via tacit
apptoval, we can blame no one butourselves.

A possible means of student involvement
could be student/teacher evaluation. This idea,
although discussed in the past, has been dis-
carded many times, probably due to misin-

pretation of its purpose. Evaluations are

loss of opportunity to serve Hashem directly.
(This is when the priesthood was created). A
third incident of tacit approval is seen at the

not necessarily a means to express negative
attitudes and opinions. They are, however, a
useful tool in evaluating the productivity of

banquet of Kamza, when an accidental invita-

our education. If we fail in our obligation to

tion was sent to his enemy, Bar Kamza. The
unexpected guest offered to pay for his own
dinner or even the cost of the entire banquet,
but was not allowed to stay under any cir-
cumstances. As Bar Kamza was humiliatingly
being ciected from the banquet, he noticed the
Rabbis sitting silently, eating their meals.
The Gemora emphasizes that it was the tacit ap-
proval of these rabbis that eventually caused
the destruction of the Holy Temple.

In cach of the aforementioned cases, the si-
fent observers are considered just as responsi-
ble as those who committed the act itself. In
order not to be guilty of compliance, it is not
enough to tacitly dissent, one must actively
work to change. or express opposition to, the
situation.

How do these biblical references relate to

Dorm Ez-View

shape our education, we have then failed in
our obligation to further higher education.

Many of us are intimidated or shy about
going to the Dean or to the Assistant Dean to
discuss the merits and demerits of a specific
class. But it is precisely these opinions that
must be voiced in order to improve our educa-
tion. After all, if the existence of the school
is not for the education of the students, who
then is it for? If we do not take advantage of
a unified student voice . . . who, then, will?

It is time we realize how important our con-
tribution can be to our academic education.
Yet, this in no way releases the University of
their obligation in working with us to improve
the quality of our undergraduate college years.

All opinions are appreciated. Please voice
yours. Brookdale Hall, Rm. SE.

LaBriyut

‘byRob'md"Mimi’Meym S e
In the recent film, ‘‘Brazil’’, we see the
implications for mankind when modern society
goes haywire. The movie's setting is a giant
metropolis not dissimilar to that of New York.
Working, studying and living in Manhattan can
be overwhelming. In this fast-paced environ-
ment, daily routines and obhgatmns can often
anesthetize us. The Rabbis sensed this problem
and hinted at the need to maintain a conscious-
ness of God in the face of the complexities of
daily life
We arc told in Parshar Noach that * ‘every-
thing which had the breath of life on the earth™”
was destroyed: the Tulmud in tractate Yoma
leams the phrase " Ruach Chuim B apuv’’ as
literally referring to every creature that had
“the breath of life in its nose’". The Talmud
learns from this verse that the essence of life
comes and goes through the nose. Apparently.
the Torah Temimah notes, at one time, humans
did not get sick before death, but rather, passed
away after smeezing! The soul was*breathed
into man by God through the nose (Vavipach
B'apav Nishmat Chaim) and so it escaped
through the nose. This reality was the origin

of the custom to say "“bless you'' to someone

-who-sneezes;the-Forah-Femimeah notes-that it

was also a custom for the one who sneezed to
say a work of thanks to Hashem for having
been spared. This notion of simple gratitude -
of HAKARAT HATOV- is well developed in
Jewish literature. We are told, for example, in
the Talmud in Sanhedrin that the world was
destroyed by flood because its inhabitants be-
lieved that they only needed God for a drop
of rain **here and there'" - and that rivers and

springs in and of themselves were really man- |,

kind's source of sustenance. God struck back
measure for measure against this belief by
bringing a flood. The lesson seems to be that
mankind's haughtiness stemmed from a lack
of appreciation of Hashem as being the source
of all of the world’s water. The error was a
lack of gratitude - of HAKARAT HATOV.

What do we getout of all this? Life in general
is getting more and more complicated and in-
dividual lives reflect this increasing complex-
ity. Simply reflecting on one’s good fortune
on a regular basis can create a sense of perspec-
tive and can make seemingly overwhelming
routine both manageable and-meaningful.
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Love Thy Neighbor

nity at large, as well as to offer comfort in
times of need.
Despite all the many positive elements of
our close community, we must be wary of its
handicaps. Given the spectrum of our

by Caroline Peyser
One of the most unique features of Stern
College is the strong student ¢ ity. Rav

Soloveitchik states in his article The Commu-
nity: *‘Judaism has stressed the wholeness
and the unity of Knesset Yisrael.”” Both in
school, as well as in the dormitory, we are
fortunate enough to have created a microcosm
of such a society.

Upon hearing the news of Anatoly
Scharansky's visit to the United States last year.
scores of students joined in greeting him at the
airport and celebrating his freedom. More re-
cently, when we learned of the tragic death of
Chaim Weiss ZL, we, as a community, sent a
letter of condolence signed by every member
of the student body to the grieving family. On
a daily basis, signs for bikur cholim, tehillim,
shiurim, and communal projects decorate the
walls and builetin boards. A vibrant commu-
nity thrives within the walls of Brookdale Hall
and the Midtown campus. We join together to
celebrate the happier occasions both of our own
individual community, and the Jewish commu-

student body, we often develop stereotypes of
certain groups that are different than ourselves.
Rather than appreciate the diversity, we find
it easier to classify people in our own mind-
made categories. Legwear, sleevelengths and
previous educational institutions di
brand people as members of certain sucnal
groups, or subscribers to specific hashkafot.
Sometimes it would appear that we incorrectly
interpret Ve'ahavta le'reacha kamocha to
mean love your neighbor who is like yourself,
when in fact, this basic tenet of Judaism obli-
gates us to love each person for that which
makes him unique. Rather than attempt to
create a homogeneous society, we can adopt
the Rav’s attitude toward the individual and
his contribution to the community. ““Each in-
dividual possesses something unique and rare
which is unknown to others; each individual
has a unique message to communicate, a spec-
ial color to add to the community."”

.

Torah Activities Council
245 Lexington

New York, New York 10016
Attn: Staff and students of
Dear Friends:

With the shadows of
hanging over us,

At times like this

that true friends have come

8 Cheshvan 5747
November 10, 1986

Stern College

trauma and anguish still
I wish to express the Mesivta's
profound gratitude to you for your kind expression
of sympathy during these days of agony.

- when tears flow and hearts
break - one finds strength and solace in the knowledge

to stand at our side and

offer their help and concern.

ely yours,

M

Rabbi Shlomo Lesin
Executive Vice-President

Letter from the Mesivta of Long Beach

Join us

for the

COMPUTER SCIENCE

SHABBATON

December

0

6th, 1986

Buy your meal tickets in the cafeteria

Dean of B’not

for the coming

Rabbi Label Sharfman,

Torah Institute

will be speaking at S.C.W.
on Monday, December 15, 1986
at 7:30 pm in the Orange Lounge.

~ Rabbi Sharfman
is in the United States conducting interviews

academic year.

For more information, and application, call (718) 253-4579




I, Lea, Tali and Brother-in-law together
Inbed ...

One, two, three, four,

Arrangd numerically.

Tali's hair-
ngeammg on the pillow
shisamering questions.

Brother-in-law snores.

Lea and [ whisper about my maybe men.

And Tali, hearing. hangs her head on Lea's hip
to listen.

*‘Look at her,”” Lea hums.

**Just jike you.were, Rachel.”

And I remember my bobcut and singsong

Shabbat dinner left on my plate for play,

Dolls left for dessert,

And the talk at the table—strange, tall,
tomorrowful,

Shrunk row by yesterdays.

At naptime, | was number three in Mom and
Dad's bed.

Their third and last.

[ climb over Lea

To kiss Tali’s all over softness.
To sing, **Who loves Shabbas.™
She gives the answers.

This Shabbat,

Soft, warm, like sleep,

Though my stomach aches full,
And my bed upstairs, chills empty.

The above poem was submitted to the 1986-
1987 publication of BESAMIN, the Literary-
Art magazine of Stern College. Selections from

student’s works will appear in ¢ach future isstie

of The Observer. Anyone i d in submit.

ticles and Case iristiries of patients who suffer
from. nieurological disorders. In his: deserip-
tions, he Porfrays. & strong conviction in the
integrity ‘of the hiiman spirit; despite handicaps
that medical scignce terms ‘‘hopeless.”’

‘of social interaction. Dr. Sacks

“Many migrane éttacks were drenched in
emotional significance.”

Both of his parents being physicians, Dr.
Sacks was born into a medically oriented fam-
ily in London, 1933. He was granted a schol-
arship to Queen's College, Oxford, and
graduated in 1954 with a B.A. degree in
physiology. In 1960, he received his M.D.
degree from Middlesex Hospital. That same
year, he came to the United States to further

currently resides in the Bronx and is an instruc-
tor in neurology at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine, a position he has held since 1965.

Dr. Sacks is best known for his publications
on neurological disorders. His first book, #ig-
raine: The Evolution of a Common Disorder,
‘was published in 1970. In it, he emphasized

ting material, please see Esther in 4E. The
magazine welcomes all original artwork and
written compositions or poetry.

Mediterranean Cuisine

at La Kasbah

by Lynn Miller

Don’t expect the atmosphere of mystery and
romance that is typical of Mid-Eastern hospital-
ity; for instead of in the hot dusty environs of
Morocco, La Kasbah is located at 70 West 71st
Street on Manhattan's Upper West Side. While
the cuisine is of Mediterranean extraction, the
ambiance is reflective of a mixture of modemn
America, and a hint ‘of Moorish decorative
style.

The menu offers a variety of impressive
Moroccan-style dishes. The appetizers include
chumus and techina as well as other delicacies
such a raboule, which is a bulgar seed salad
gamished with lemon, vinegar, tomatoes and

| the mseparable bond that exists between the
mind and the body. The realization that **‘many
migraine attacks were drenched in emotional

for those who want that American touch, there
is prime cut steak rib and french fries.

ofghis group, and in Imbegmtoﬁeithe

with & drug y known as L-
DOPA. memsuuswereﬂaeewdmaem
that *‘patients metioniess. and frozen; in sdmie.
cases for almost five decades, were suddenty
able, once again, to-walk and 1alk; to feel and. -
think, with perfect.freedom.”" Unfortunately,

his studies at the University of California. He |

Van Gogl

The opportunity to view. the incredible finale
of one of the nineteenth ce; *s greatest art-
ists is afforded with the Mei tan-Museum
of Art’s exhibit. Van Gogh in Sairt-Remy.gid
Auvers. The exhibit. which begins:November
25, 1986. and ends March 22. 1987, sraces the-

- artist's-development from May. 1889, when he .

left Aﬂesfon!mmemausylum m&umﬂcmy
through his suicide in Auvers: in July, 1890...
‘The 70 can; {which-were painted in: 76
days) incladle his magnificent olive orchards
under the Midi sun, the powerful flame-fike -
cypress trees, and the sweeping. vistas-of Au-
vers plains under clear and:stormy skies. The.
Starry Night, Crows Over the Wheat Figld and
Cypresses are among the masterpieces on dis-
play.

The wine list is not extensive, but there is
a nice choice of white, red and sparkling wines.
The wine prices range from $14.50 to $35.00.
and wine by the glass is $3.50. Desserts are
not a priority here. The choice consists of only
three types of cakes, baklava being the only
dessert of Mediterranean origin. There is also
a choice between Turkish’and Moroccan cof-
fee.

If reservations are made in advance, you
will be seated instantly. The service is impecc-
able, and the waiters are friendly. Hot. fresh
pxta bread, spiced olives and pickles are placed

diately on your table.

parsiey. Hnghly d cigars, chopped meat
wrapped in a delicate flaky dough, spice up
the choice of appetizers.

There are eight main-dishes, which include.
a side dish and small salad. The prices range
from $14.50 t0 $19.00. The portions are served
in an attractive arrangement, and the cuisine
is in with the h

Dishes include mainated chlcken. Moroc-
can koufta and shishkebob. A very popular dish
at La Kasbah is couseous, a traditional Moroc-
can steamed semoline mixed with carrots,
squash and chickpeas. The couscous can be
served as a side dish, as well as a La Kasbah
specialty meal. The specialty consists of a bed
of couscous with a chaice of chicken, vegeta’
bles, lamb brocheites or rajin of | 1amb on top.
The tajin of lamb is especially delicious, con-
sisting of tender pieces of lamb cooked with
pine nuts, onions, pmnesmdhcrbs However.

La Kasbah is neat and unpretentious with
three simple rooms decorated in peach and
white, with touches of Mediterranean blue. The
restaurant can seat 72 people somewhat com-
fortably. The tables are small snd in close pro-
ximity to cach other. Nevertheless. the crow-
dedness and dimmed lights add to the warmth
_and intimacy of the restaurant.

In the five months that it has been open. La |
Kasbah has emerged as the new hot spot in
kosher restaurants. on the Upper West Side.
The restaurant is replete with a cheerful crowd.
but most importantly. the food is fresh, tasty
and a unique change from the traditional.

Reservations age recommendéd. {212) 796-
1693, 769-1690. The dinner minimum is
$15.00, per person. and; the lunch minimum is.
$10.00 per persoh. The hashgacha is gwenby

the Chnf k.

i -
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Improved Services A Cry for Help
by Rachel Mandel _This fall, another helpful program has been by Miriam Berger _A ~ lﬁn!whilcyeqelivingir!ﬁeed'om.m‘?ﬁﬂy;
muu-uimﬁkxm Nulmmes;:.mzfimo(&ci;ag: !fplt“:l:“y? i ‘w;py ing Natan lhmisnk;iat‘n’:mmm;n:!h;ecem::u

many improvements ¢

of Students and of Student Services. There has
been a “‘concerted effort’ on the part of the
administrators to improve and **better life for
students at Stern College,’* says Dr. Efrem
Nulman, Associate Dean of Students.

1ai 1ainad

Most of the students® p P

views and said that their purpose was to give
new students a *‘warm body on staff”* to whom
dlcyc_onldnlnwith, ical questi As an

Shcharansky cross that bridge to freedom last
year. It is easy to remember the excitement of
hearing him speak at the Soviet Jewry rally in

7 during fresh orientation, a
freshman dinner was held at Yeshiva College.

May. But it is not as easy to remember the
single. message that Shcharansky could not re-
peat gh. He was not the only one: there

Because of the **very exciting feedback,’’ the
same event will occur at Stem College in the

Dr. Nulman, were directed at the lack of ser-
vices offered to Stemn students in comparison
to those offered to the students of Yeshiva Col-
lege. Drs. Rothenberg and Nulman are only at

ing year.

P

The most important changes have occurred,
said Dr. Nulman, b of the student commit-

the Stern campus one day a week. To imp

this situation, Mrs. Zelda Badner-Braun, As-
sistant Director of Student Services, has been
added to the Office of Student Services to
more adequately help and serve the societies,
clubs and general activities, as well as just
being available for questions or problems
which may arise.

To make the personal counseling services
more accessible to students who work or attend
classes during the day, Dr. Nancy Brayer-
Block has been added to the counselling staff.
Her evening hours will be in addition to the
day hours of Aidel Buchwald. Nagmi Kapp,
Career Guidance counselor, has extended her
office hours and has added an additional day
to her time spent at Stemn.

tees working on specific problems. They have
successfully instituted a snack bar located by
the Periodical Room in the school building.

_ The Food Services Committee has also seen to

the upgrading and improvement of the salad
bar in the cafeteria.

Dr. Rothenberg and Dr. Nulman still come
to the Stern campus only -once a week, but
now that the work load is more equally distri-
buted, the students can be better served.

“‘Are the students happy?"* Dr. Nulman
asks. This question is the basis for all improve-
ments—and such improvements, says Dr. Nul-
man, can only take place with student input
and feedback.

Early Admissions Debate

cont. fromp. |, col. 4

own age. In addition, the student hosts spend
considerably more time with the applicants
than an interviewer.

Another emotional topic discussed at the
meeting, dealt with the effect Early Admissi

ting their problems with the tack of inteliéctual
development in Stern College on the Early Ad-
missions freshmen."" The bad traits attributed
to these freshmen are also exhibited by many

students have on the Stern College phere.

PP Perhaps the behavior of Early
Adrmicsion frech

Does the lack of maturity of Early Admissions
freshman lower the academic and intellectual
atmosphere of Stem College? Many students
clearly felt that the answer was yes. Sharon
Herzfeld, a Stern College junior, commented
that many students with no prior background
enter upper level classes and are not adequately
prepared to handle the level of the class.

Dean Bacon pointed out that this problem
applies to most college freshmen, not specifi-
cally to Early Admissions freshmen. The sol-
ution, she said, might be to add prerequisites
for upper level courses and to enforce the re-
quirements that already exist. Certain classes
could also be singled out as specifically for
upperclassmen.

Other people voiced complaints about a wide
variety of unacceptable behavior that is toler-
ated in Stern College classes. Many students
come to class unprepared, sit in the back of
the class and talk, stare aimlessly into space
without taking notes and tell jokes among each
other, while disregarding the teacher who is
speaking. .

Judy Paikin responded that these behaviors
arc unfortunately equally prevalent in up-
perclassmen. **What do you say,"" she asked,
“when the row of students in the back are
juniors and seniors”—They prebably were
once Early Admissions'"" Often this
1s said not only as a joke but with a tinge of
seriousness.

Some students felt that the crux of the prob-
lem begins in Central, where students assume
that Stern College will be their next step. They
view a Stern College education as their due,
and treat college as they did high school. These
students do not feel that they are in a different
atmosphere and, therefore, do not feel that they
must exhibit a more mature form of behavior.

Ethel Greenstone, Vice President of Student
Council, related the issue to a totally separate
problem. The students, she said, **may be ven-

is symp ic of basic
problems in the structure of the college as a
whole.

The fact that Early Admissions students are
seen as lacking academic skills is extremely
surprising, considering that these students ex-
celled in their high school studies. Judy Paikin
cited a study that she conducted, showing that
Early admissions freshmen are more likely to

are many Soviet Jews left behind, and there is
aneed tofight for them until they are all free.
The first meeting of Stern's chapter of Stu-
dent Struggle for Soviet Jewry Was held on
Monday ing, September 22. Those who
attended heard Yaakov VGoredetsky, a Soviet
Jew released two weeks before Shcharansky,
speak. Mr. VGoredetsky's speech, included
topics ranging from the story of the plight of
a Soviet Jewish woman to advice on tactics to
use to help free Soviet Jews. The joy of Natan
Shcharansky's release cannot lead to compla-
cency. said VG ky. but, he emphasized
we must not forget those who are left behind.
The Soviet government's tactics of releasing a
known personality in order to blind us to the
fact that others remain, must not succeed.

For example, he said, there is a Jewish
woman named Nadezhda Fradkova who
applied for a visa in 1978. She is university
educated in math and linguistics but feels
choked in the Soviet Union. To her, there is
no real existence in the USSR -Her own father,
who has worked on missile projects for the
Soviet government, was himself a hindrance
to Fradkova. He did not want any trouble and
requested that the Soviet government deny his
daughter’s visa. In response to the denial,, Frad-
kova went on a hunger strike and was placed
in a psychiatric asylum. The next years were
filled with hunger strikes, asylums, a Siberian
prison and solitary confinement. One is placed
in a three to four square meter room and re-
ceives one meal every other day. One can only
receive water with permission of the guard,
and with only thin underwear for protection,
the cold becomes unbearable. The time one is
released depends on one's “‘behavior.”” As a
result of efforts on the part of her friends, Frad-
kova is now not in prison, but she has no real
family. ‘Whether she is arrested again depends
on the whim of the KGB.

Throughout VGoredetsky's_speech, no one
in the audience moved. It is hard to believe

is living in a country where suffering of Jews
is the norm. Where she lives a Jew mast hide
in order to learn Hebrew, and he or she is
starved and beaten for wanting to go to Isracl.

We must write letters to the President, the
State Dep and our congl ‘em-
phasized VGoredetsky, and we must demon-
strate in front of the Soviet mission. As long
as the Soviets continue their policy towards
the Jews of their country, it should be very
uncomfortable for them to work in the United
States. VGoredetsky stated that the Soviets
used even the Chemoby! disaster against the
Jews. According to information spread through
the Soviet population, the explosion was the
fault of the Americans. Since it is believed as
fact gst the Soviet population that the
Jews run the American government, it follows
that the tragedy was the fault of the Jews.

In this final call for action and plea for help,
Mr. VGoredetsky warned that we not respond
only to people with *‘movie stories.”” Notevery
refusenik’s story is one filled with: suspense
and action, but each one’s is filled with suffer-
ing and longing. *‘If we try to do something
on the issue, God will hear us and the Soviet
Jews, because our Jewish future is a common
one — we cannot separate it.””

After Mr. VGoredetsky answered several
questi Yaakov Birnb the founder of
§88J, suggested a few steps we should take in
our struggle for Soviet Jews. We should or-
ganize campaigns for two people: Nadezhda
Fradkova because she is a woman we can iden-
tify with, and Yosef Begun, because he is the
* hero™” of Soviet Jews. His dedication
to Yiddishkeit and his.willingness to die for. it
are unbending. Vigils should be held and letter-
writing campaigns started, but the most impor-
tant action that must be taken, according to
Mr. Bimb is a mass d ion at the
next  Reagan-Gorbachev  summit  in
Washington. According to Mr. Birnbaum, the
importance of this cannot be overstated.

SSSJ needs your help. There can never be
too many people fighting for Soviet Jews.
There are many committees that you can join
to start getting involved. Please get in touch
with Shari Homestay, Yonina Segal or Judy
Ehrlich in room 9E.

graduate Stern College than regular admi

d Early Admissi d have also
consistently taken leadership positions in the
Stern College community. In fact, three quar-
ters of the students present at the meeting read-
ily admitted that they entered college on the
Early Admissions Program.

None of the students advocated totally
eliminating the Early Admissions Program,
and almost everyone agreed that some students
are prepared for college after ¢leventh grade.
Most people, however, were not satisfied with

-the situation as it now stands. The students

almost unanimously felt that the Reduced Early
Admissions Program should be eliminated. *‘If
a student is not prepared for the entire college
experience, then she should not be in college
classes." Rebecca May, Chairman of the Com-
mittee for Student Rep ionon Acad

and Student AfYairs, expressed the opinion that
although some Early Admissi d

Yeshiva University annually makes three
awards for the best essays submitted by under-
graduates in various fields of Jewish Studies:

1. The Lawrence P. Fischer Memorial Award
(about $250) is given for the best paper in
Hebrew submitted by an undergraduate on
some aspect of Jewish History.

2. The Edward A. Rothman Memorial Award
(about $200) is given for the best paper in
English on the theme of ‘‘Issues in Orthodox
Judaism in Practice.”’ Essays should be be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 words in length.

3. The Fannie and Asher Scharfstein Memorial
Award (about $75) is given for the best paper
in English on the topic of Gemilat Hesed. The

should certainly be accepted, a greater amount
of examinations and selectiveness is called for.
Although many of the feclings expressed by
the studs may be misdi d, one can not
fail to take notice of the pervading animosity
towards Early Admissions students. If the
problem arises from a lack of maturity among
these stud: then the administration may
have to carefully re-examine its admissions

. policy. If, however, the problem arises from

a general discontent with the Stern College
atmosphere, then different, more comprehen-
sive changes may be in order. it

essay should deal with the definition of this
term in its broadest interpretation, and its im-
portance.

Procedures

a. Essays must be submitted to Dean Rosen-
feld’s office at the Main Center or Dean
Bacon'’s office at the Midtown Center no later
than February 10, 1987. (Students on the YU
Program in Israel are also eligible to compete
for all these awards; they should submit their

essays to Rabbi Michael Strick.) -

Essay Awards

b. Essays in English should preferably be
typed.

c. The essay should be submitted in a manila
envelope simply stating *‘Essay submitted for
the (Fischer, Rothman, or Scharfstein, as the
case may be) Award.”’

d. To ensure objectivity, the title page of the
essay should not give your name but a
pseudonym. Attached to the essay should be
a sealed envelope on the outside of which is
Fhe same pseudonym as on the title page, and
inside of which is the author’s true name, class,
and school.

There are two other awards for excellence in
writing:

4. The Dean David Mirsky Memorial Award
(about $200) is given for the best paper by a
graduating senior, in any subject. If you think
that you have written an excellent paper in any
class ask the faculty member to submit your
name to the Dean in nomination for this award.

5. The Jerome Robbins Memorial Award
(about $75) is given annually by Rabbi Herman
J. Zwillenberg 43 for the best original short
story. Submit your story in the same manncr
as described above undet *‘Procedures.’’. _




by llana *

The other day | rcad the United States Decla-
ration of Independence. | was struck with the
awarcness that we, the people, have cvery right
and - ability."to" influence govcmmcm pohcy
Previously, GVl

Studcm.s of the e:ghues have fargely
defed themselves too mmgmﬁuﬁpw
cffect on policy making, thus setting 2
tic tone . on campuses. ' R
AIPAC’s caripus- coordmwr

a letter to the buscaucrats on the HI" Ien-
visioned my letter anfongst thousands of others
being thrown into an incincrator by a grinning
Uncle Sam. AIPAC, thc American-Israel Af-
fairs Committee, dispels this image and re-
stores the belicf that we, the people, can and do
influence our government's policy.

This is the first ycar that Stern has an AIPAC
liaison. The question ariscs as to the rolc
AIPAC can:play at Stem. Miriam Scgal, the
Stern liaison, said that skepticism  arises
because many students express future plans to
make ‘Aliyah. *‘Students think it is enough to
say that they will eventually be helping out
Isracl when they move to Isracl. However, they
don’t realize that they can aid Isracl while they
live in Amenca by influencing American legis-
lature.*

AIPAC is the American pro-Israel lobby or-
ganization. This grassroots organization con-
sists of both Jewish and non-Jewish Americans
who recognize the importance of strong U.S.-
Israeli ties. AIPAC is registered as a domestic
lobbying organization, therefore it does not
represent the Isracli Government, nor does it

receive guidance in the formulation of their
policy platform. AIPAC receives no subsidi

hasbeen 1o convinge: sh ;
“they-can anddomakeanmﬁm the p
ical arena.”" In recent years students'h
monstrated that 'they can’miake a cﬁﬂtmme
Jonathar Kessler, the Political: Leadership Di-
rector,.cited some’ actual: emplcs ‘of student
impagt. Students waged an effective campeign
against the Jordanian arms sale, + g mas:
sive amoums of sngnaﬂn'es on pmuons from
over one h ] ‘1981, stud
at the University of ‘i!cxﬁs sent four hundred
telegrams to their  senator, opposing the
AWACS sale to-Saudi Arabia. Their corres-
pondence amounted to- twenty percent of the
total correspondence received by the senator,
who opposed the sale.

As part of AIPAC's Political Leadership De-
velopment Program, they organize political
training seminars. On November 2, 1986, at
the University of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlan-
tic Seminar for College Students was held. The
seminar provided a variety of workshops for
the 400 participants, among whom were sev-
eral Stern students. There they leamed
techniques to effectively organize lobbying
campaigns on campuses, to combat anti-Israel
da, and to infl their legislators

on key issues.

The seminar was made even more effective

from Israel, receiving'its annual budget of $6
millien....foom . .non-fax-deductible - -private
sources. : et

AIPAC’s tradmonal agenda has been to
wage a' pai to and
increase financial and mnhmry aid to Israel.
Any prospective U.S. arms sale to Arab coun-
tries is actively opposed by strong AIPAC lob-
bying. In 1986, AIPAC’s strong opposition in
Washington helped stop the U.S. from giving
almost two_billion dollars in weapons to Jor-
dan. The New York Times has said that AIPAC
is the *‘most powerful, best-run, and effective
foreign pohcy interest group in Washmgton

AIPAC’s headq s are in Washington
and maintain four regional offices. An impor-
tant adjunct of AIPAC is the Political Leader-
ship Development Program for students. Ten
percent of the 50,000 members are students,,
who are introduced to AIPAC on their college.
campuses. AIPAC has spread its tentacles to
college campuses across the country with stu-
-dent liaisons on over 175 campuses.

with the that it was completely or-
ganized by students. Rachel Weinberg said,

*“The: students did the:recruiting; they facili-

tated the workshops: and they led the work-
shops, teaching the techniques.’' The major
emphasis of the seminarwas one of student
activism. The keynote speaker. Jonathan Kes-

Sl'-ron Miller, Penina Blazer

In the fall of 1987, the World Zionist Con-.
ess will be meeting in Jerusalem. This spring,
i¢ delegates to the Congress will be elected..
Every. Jewish organization is entitled to a cer-
tains amount of delegates, based on the number -
of members that-it has enrolled.

This year, it is especially important that there
be a formidable showing of Orthodox Jews at
the Congress. There is a serious threat to the
Orthodox way of life and to the State of Israel
as we know it and have dreamed it to be. AMIT
Women has always strived to teach young men
and women about the goals and ideals of a
state based on a committment to Torah and the
love of one’s fellow Jews.

In 1925, at the urging of Mrs. Bessie
Gotsfeld, z'‘/, anumberofwomen samuhary
groups fed: to the M

Nowimts(ﬂh-plmye« nisnillncom—
mitted to these goals as Bessi mw s
when she_envisionied them. But:in’ order to
mmuMﬂﬁthﬂ
AMIT Wortien t!p support of all Or-
unodoxwm Remember mm

AMIT has the htprunin ‘representation h
the Jewish Orthodox comimunity. Anew AMIT
chnpur»snowbeincformedmmm
Membership is being offered at a special stu-
dent rate of only five,dollars. for one-year.
Futdre gvents and. guest ers- are beina
planried. That, however, is only a part of the
benefits of becoming a . Enroflmentjs
another. vote for an Ouhodox delemw the
World Zionist Congréss:. Enroll, before Feb-
ruary 6, 1987 and mnke;diﬂem y

For more information contact Shllpn Milkt
Brookdale Hall room |lG

Women s Orgmllauon of - America,  sub-
fi to as Ameri Mizrachi
Women and today known as’ AMIT Women.
These women collected funds. for Palestine's

maintaining control of both fundsandpm
Today, AMIT Women is - this. country’s
largest women's religious Zionist orgm|mnon
with some 80,000 members in over 425 chap-
ters across the United States. As.an organiza-
tion, it has pioneered the establishrent of vo-
ional and educational facilities for religio
Jewish youth in Israel. AMIT women has par-
ticipated extensively in the rehabilitation: of

and more recently’ from North Africa. the

Ethiopia.

Due to the excellence of AMIT Women

:schools in the field of vocational-technical edu-

cation.’ the Israeli Ministry of Education. in
1981, désignated AMIT Women the ofﬁcual
Resher (“ / *l for reli

Thls desi|

sler stressed the importance of students getting
involved on their campuses now. so that by
graduation their skills will be honed and pre-
pared for effective lobbying.

Yeshiva University is in a unique position
because a large majority of students are pro-Is-
rael. In addition, with its location in New York.
Y.U. is immersed in a very pro-Israel commu-
nity.. Y.U.. combined with other New York
colleges. can become a strong lobby force.
They have the ability to organize citywide pro-
grams on Israel and slnengthen pro-Israel legis-
lation.

AIPAC's message is loud and clear: today’s
generation are tomorrow s leaders. By gaining
the skills now, they can be utilized and im-
plemented today and also tomorrow. AIPAC
is generating a generation of pro-Israel leaders.

- grants the organization a substantial rofe in

educational policy-making and continues 0
provide it with more schools to adopt into
AMIT Women's ever-evolving network of pro-
jects.

Though they may be throughout all of Is-
rael’s major cities. each AMIT Women project
strives for the same goafs:

—To equip new generations of Israeli you(h
with the skills to play constructive roles in
the future of the Jewish state:

and Jewish tradition: -

—To promote a sense of the unity of all
Jews which minimizes social barriers whole
cherishing Jewish cultural diversity.

; YESHIVA

SAFETY AND SECURITY DEPARTMENT
MAIN CENTER - BROOKDALE HALL SHUTTLE
1986 - 1987

Leaves from in front of Morgenstern Hall and Brookdale Hall at the
fonowing times, when school is in session.

SUNDAY_THROUGH THURSDAY

Service snr'ts\one hour after Shabbat.

UNIVERSITY

POST  LEAVES FROM MORGENSTERN POST 'LEAVES FROM BROOKDALE
: PM 9A 7:30 PM
g: ;gg PM 98 B 00 PM N
98 8:30 PM 98 9:00 ‘PM .
98 9:30 PM 9A 12:00 Midnig
9A “11:30 PM 9B 1:00 AH (¥ I\ursdl! Only
SATURDAY

Current times:

pressing needs on a project-by-project basis, |

Jewish refugee youth from Hitler’s Europe.’

Soviet . Union, xhe Middle East, Irln mdv

—To instill within them the values of Torak'

“ You'& thiak with att

%y mu}ié.‘"“

me a new dr::s

POST  LEAVES FROM MORGEHSTERN POST  LEAVES FROM BROOKDALE
[T 9:00 PM 9A 9:30 PM :
9A 10:00 PM 9A  10:30 PN
9A 11:30 PH oA 12:00 HMMgM

S 9A 12:30 AM 9A  T:O00AN SRS A
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SCW Teams

by Nechama Goldman

The sports program is alive and growing at

Stem. Unfortunately, Stemn's sports events are
not well publicized and therefore, there is little
to zero attendance. However, Dr. Costello, the
new Athletic Director, is very impressed with
the team members, and their performance. He
finds them to be **involved and enthusiastic.**

Cumently, there are three teams organized
here: tennis, track, and basketball. The tennis
team has won two of their five meets. Dr.
Costello attended one of the matches and was
impressed with the level of play. He sces great
potential in the freshmen, whose coach is Suri
Bashkowitz, a past member of the tennis team

The basketball team has not yet started to
play competitively. New backboards have been
ordered for the gym. which will give the team
members the opportunity to improve on their
skills. Their coach is Susan Seidenberg. who
alwo coaches at Yeshiva High School.

The track team's one scheduled meet was
cancelled but it will hopefully take place in the
near future. Jackic Katzenstein, is the captain
of the team

Further questioning of Dr. Costellg revealed
that the chances of other teams being organized
depends solely on student interest. If there are
a group of students interested in archery, swim-
ming or even fencing and are willing to devote
time and practice, contact Dr. Costello. The
establishment of aerobics, weight training and
Nautilus programs are the chief goals of Dr.
Costello. Dr. Costello visits Stern once a week
on a rotating basis and can be found on the
eleventh floor of the school building.

by Aliza Herzberg

_ t week | had the privilege of hearing an
enlightening speech about the merits of exer-
cise. Aside from keeping both women and rhen
healthy and thin, exercise stimulates
the body to produce adrenalin and endorphins
which keep both the body and mind alert. This
seemed to be the answer to all of my problems.
Aside from promising good health and slim-
hood, exercise promised the end of the eternal
sluggishness and tiredness that has plagued me
since | have moved into the dorm. Therefore,
I immediately set off in search of a Stern stu-
dent’s dream, University exercise
facillties. . . .

Shape-Up — Or Ship Out

general inadeq of Stern’s exercise room,

facilities which include a small gy ium in
the Stern College building (which is not used
by the Stemn Basketball Team because it has
been found to be unsafe), a small and poorly
maintained exercise room in Brookdale Hall,
and a multimillion dollar Max Stern Athletic
Center on the campus in Washington Heights.
What was unbelievable was the fact that such
an amazing exercise facility is available to only
one half of the student body.

The Stern Athletic Center contains more than
eighty percent of the equipment and facilitics
owned by Y.U. When it was opened in
November of 1985, Dr. Tauber, then Dean of
Athletics, p d that **Should the students

What | fopnd was shockingly disapp

Yeshiva University has three known cxerci:e‘

Dr John A. Costello

of Stern be willing to pay a fee in order to use

on the other hand, can be corrected with min-
imal expense and most expediently.

Room 4C in Brookdale Hall was conceived
to provide a convenient forum for exercising.
When it opened it contained seven machines
including two bicycles, two stationary cross
country skiers, a Nautilus weight machine, a
rowing machine, and a flat board for sit ups
and push ups. At present the two ski-machines
are broken, and the Nautilus needs repair. The
rower is difficult to use and a simpler and safer
rower such as the Precor 210 might minimize
the risks of back injuries. While the room is
small the size could be easily increased by

djoining one of the other rooms on the fourth

the facility at time slots desi d for female
use only, an arrangement might be made."’
The students are willing to pay, yet nothing
has been arranged. This is primarily due to the
impractical and poorly planned viewing win-
dows that overlook the gym, and enable anyone
standing in the lounge upstairs to see anyone
in the gy i While the problem of un-
equally allocated funding and unequal facilities
alloted to SCW and YC remains, it cannot be
properly dealt with (in the timeless words of
Hillel) **on one foot."" The maintenance and

floor to room 4C, thus providing a room that
would be a more realistic and practical accom-
modation of the dormitory residents, and pro-
viding Stern’s team members with the facilities
they need to keep in shape.

In the words of T.S. Eliot, ‘‘Between the
dream and the reality lies the shadow.” The
shadow of unequally allocated funds should
not obstruct the provision of the health and
relaxation facilities that Stern students deserve.

The GREAT AMERICAN
HEALTH BAR
at
2 Park Ave.

(Bet. 32nd & 33rd Sts.)
(Just one block away from SCW)

Gives a 20% Discount to Y.U. Students
See Craig for your Y.U. 20% Discount Card.

Now open:

Mon.-Thur. 7 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Friday 7 a.m. till . . .

Tel. 685-7117

This location is now under strict rabbinical supervision

»

*STAR SEARCH"

6L0S presents....
A To\ent Show

Tues. Dec. ™
Koth Awditonum
Well see \{oums .
IF you Mwmﬁdf’l;n pﬁ’/{olmmg
Mausson $3.00

§:00 pu
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