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Chanukah
Dinner -
Serving
Quayle

by Elisheva Berezin

Vice President Dan Quayle
has been invited to address an
expected crowd of over 800
people at this year’s Yeshiva
University annual Channukah
Dinner.

The dinner, which will take
place on December 10 in the
Waldorf Astoria; is considered
to be a gala event and has been
held annually for over 60 years.
Its purpose is both to raise
money for Yeshiva University
and to honor people who have
been supportive of the college
and Albert Einstein college of
Medicine in particular.

Many students have questi-
oned the choice of Quayle, citing
the doubts the American public
has had over his qualifications
to be Vice President and his
reputation for making inappro-
priate statements.

When asked why the Vice
President was chosen to give the
keynote address at the dinner,
Dr. Israel Miller, the Executive
Vice President of Yeshiva Uni-
versity, replied "...because he is
Vice President, and on the issues
that concern us as Jews, he is
a pro-lsrael voice 1n the admin-
istration.” Dr. Miller did not
address the question of Qualyle’s
pour public record, focusing
instead on his positon. He
pointed out that the Jewish
community should recognize
Quayle as the man who is “One
heartbeat away from the
Presidency.”

In addition to the dinner itself.
there will be a preceding aca-
demic convocation, where hon-
orary degrees will be awarded.

Beit Midr

by Sara Rudoff

Based on student interest and
demand, a Beit Mhdrash pro-
gram has been implemented at
Stern College for Women. The
Judaic Studies department s
offering a new vanety of courses.
including those geared to stu-
dents interested in senous Tal-
mudic jearmng. According to
Rabbi Ephraim Kanarfogel,
Chairman of the Judaic Studies
Department, the expansion of
the program is a reflection of the
students’ desire and ability to
handle Gemarah texts. The Beit
Medrash program is made up
of two shiunm which are worth
four credits each, encompassing
a total of ten hours. The first
shiur is calied “Readings in
Maimonides™ and s pven Mon-
days and Wednesdays from
8:30-11:00. The second shiur is

by Rochelle S. Newman

Stern College students were
greeted with a surprise upon
returning to classes this fall. The
cafeteria had undergone a tre-
mendous facelift. A new coat of
paint, a different layout and
neon lights greeted the returning
students. Stern students are
virulently angry at the tremen-
dous price hikes, lower quality
of food and smaller portions.

Last year, the Food Service
Committee at Stern College,
headed by Claudine Sokol,
worked very hard to improve the
food situation. Ms. Sokol
agreed to head this committee
because after her first year at
Stern, she felt that she was not
getting nutritional meals at the
cafeteria. “A lot of students felt
the same way 1 did,” says Ms.
Sokol, “but everyone was just
talking and no action was taking
place. [ wanied to help students
who couldn’t afford to spend a
lot of money on food and who
wanted to be cating well bal-
anced meals.”

Ms. Sokol and her commuttee
spent a fot of ume handing out
petitions, pamphlets and ques-
tionnaires. The questionnaires
asked students many questions
dealing with their eating habits,
how often they ate in the caf-
eteria and what changes they
would like to see, etc. The
pettion, which was asking that
a meal plan be instituted al
Stern, was signed by approxi-
mately half the college

Unfortunatety, the Food Ser-
vice Committee feels that their
request were blatantly ignored
despite numerous meetings with
Dean Nuiman, Dean of Under-
graduate Studies and Zelda
Braun, Director of Student
Services at Stern College. The
Food Sevice Committee had
requested reduced prices and the
prices this year are anything but
reduced. “The prices are not
student prices, “ says Paula
Pion, a Stern senior, “they are
equivalent to restaurant prices,
but on a student budget, in a
student cafeteria, you should not
be expected to pay restaurant
prices.” Student opinion is
universally the same. There 1s a
feeling of wasting money with
every cafeteria purchase.

Some examples of food prices
that particularly irked students
include: A tuna sandwich has
gone up in price to $2.75. This
is a 64% increase from two years
ago, when a sandwich cost
$1.75; to have lettuce and
tomato added to your sandwich
costs an additional $1.25, which
students feel is an absurd
amount to pay; and drinks have
increased in price since last vear.

Dina Friedman, President of
the Sy Syms School of Business
Student Council, finds it “most
distressing that students needs
are not met, Instead of putting
up expensive neon signs, charge
less for the food.” Ms. Sokol
says that, “we never asked for

Students Enraged
Over New Dining Club |

Lettuce and Tomato—$1.25

the cafeteria’s look to be
improved, we asked for a better
menu and cheaper prices. The
money spent for the neon signs
could have been used to reduce
food prices. Quite frankly, !
don't need neon signs.”

Marcy Halpert is extremely
disgusted with the new cafeteria.
She feels that it is a “terrible rip
off” to eat there. She explains,
“The other night I went to the
cafeteria for dinner. Two years
ago, a piece of chicken and two
side dishes cost less than $5.00.
Now one piece of chicken cost
me $4.85 and I was scrounging
for a piece of meat on the
chicken, it was all skin, bones
and fat. Why should [ eat in the
school cafeteria if there is
obviously no benefit here? I can
go to the Great American
Health Bar and get a healthy
meal for less money. Instead of
spending money on outer
appearances, the school should
make healthier and cheaper
food.”

The Food Service Committee
had requested a meal plan. As
Claudine Sokol explains, “All
universities have a meal plan.
Why can't our schooi have one
as well?”

Over the summer, all the
students at Stern College
received mail on the forthcom-
ing Dining Club. Students who
join are required to pay $600 at
the start of the school year,
money can be added if the need

Cont to p.4

h Program Implemested At SCW

“Advanced Talmmud” and s
given on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 3:10-5:40.

Rabbdi Moshe Kahn has been
teaching Advanced Gemarah in
Stern for the past three years.
This year the shiur 1s an hour
tonger than in the past. The first
half hour of each Shiur is
devoted 10 learning two Mish-
nayot in the first chapier of the
Masechta Gitten. Then, the class
learns Gemarah B'Chevruta
under the instruction of Rabbi
Kahn. Although the class is only
in the first chapter of mishnayot,
they are in the fourth chapter
of Guten in Gemarah

Karen Muih, a Gemarah

“student, explains that the Beit

Midrash setting is a1 close a8
jcarmng Lishma as youo can get
within a schoot curncubum. . you

Cont t0 p3

The New York Times/Avg. 14,18
Wreckage was found nonheanof
Fugnido, flight’s d

SCW Trustee

and Professor
3

Killed In

Plane Crash

by Banji Latkin

On August 7, 1989, tragedy
struck the de Havilland Twin
Otter, the two engine air craft
that was carrying Ivan Tillem as
well as eight other Americans.
Mr. Tillem. a member of the
Board of Trustees and professor
in the social science department
at SCW, was on a mission to
Fugmdo, Ethiopia, a refugee
camp located close to the Sud-
anese border. The goal of the
mission was 1o bring food and
supplies to starving Ethiopians.

Another passenger aboard the
ill-fated flight was Mickey
Leland, a congressman from
Texas. Mr. Leland was known
for his devotion to alleviating
the Ethiopian famine. Leland
and Tillem first met after a
mission in 1986. It was on that
trip that Tiller became involved
with helping the starving com-
munity as well as the ancient
community of Black Jews.

Initially, the flight was
delayed on account of poor
weather conditions. After take
off, the planc was not heard
from again According to the
New York Times, the air crait
crashed 45 miles Northeast of its
destination, Fugnido. The wings
were sheered off and the air craft
practically disintegrated after
crashing nose first into the rocky
mountainside. Medical news
reports indicated that ali pas-
sengers died immediately upon
umpact.

The wreck was located a week
later by a U.S. army helicopter
carrying Gary Ackerman, a
congressman from Queens, New
York. Mr. Tillem's memonal
service was heid at the Riverside
chapel on August 25. He was
buried on Har Hazaitim (Mount
of Olives) in Jerusalem, lsrael
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Editorial-
Late Registration Fee:
An Unfair Policy

One of the many hassles of student life at Stern College comes
at registration time. It is a period of great confusion as students
juggle required secular courses, Judaic Studies Core requirements,
and electives, A student must contend with changes in the course
schedule as well as program conflicts. Furthermore, a student may
decide that a certain class is not intellectually stimulating and wish
to try a different course. It is therefore not unusual for a student
to change her courses several times before (hopefully) creating a
final schedule. Once a student officially registers, she is not aliowed
to make further changes unless she pays a five dollar program
change fee. The scene of students rushing to pay this charge
occurs on a semesterly basis. This fee applies to changes made
at one time and if a student returns an hour later to make further
changes she is subject to another five dollar charge.

There was a period of time when students at Stern were allowed
a week to change classes without being charged. This was an
unofficial policy, and at the instigation of Yeshiva College’s
registrar’s office the grace period was terminated. Pinchas
Freidenburg, Head Registrar of Yeshiva University, tried to explain
Y.U.'s policy. He claimed that almost every University has a late
charge and that a five dollar fee is unusually inexpensive.

Stern College, however, is different than other colleges. Faced
with limited course offerings, frequent course cancellations and
many requirements, a SCW student is more likely to confront
scheduling difficulties. Furthermore, at many colleges there is a
designated grace period during which students may change courses
without 2 fee.

The five dollar policy is unfair, at a college, students shouid
be able to select from the widest range of courses available. The
first week and a half of every semester should be a time for students
to test their schedules, evaluate their courses and make changes
where they feel it is necessary. As the majority of classes meet
bi-weekly, there should be a period of several days during which
students can decide whether or not they are satisfied with their
courses. Only after such a grace period should a fee be charged.

SCW Athletes
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Letters

SCW’s Dining Club Serves
High Prices and

Low Quality

To the Editors:

As a concerned senior | am
outraged at this year’s new
dining club. Students have come
back to find a jazzed up cafe-
teria, equipped with neon signs
and computerized cash registers.

Face Challenging
Opponent

The most formidable opponent facing Stern College athletes this
season is the lack of facilities. Tryouts for the SCW basketball
weam were held last week at the YU High School for Girls in
Queens. SCW basketball players must travel from Manhattan to
Queens in order to practice and to play their home games. Because
of the time spent travelling, basketball practice takes up an entire
night. Some of SCW’s most excellent ball players refuse to join
the team because of the inconveniences involved in having a team
without facilities. Because of this problem, practice time for the
team has been reduced to one night a week, less time than any
other team in the league.

The Tennis team has similar problems. Tennis practice is held
Sunday nights in Edgewater, New Jersey! The entire process of
leaving SCW, practicing and returning takes about four hours-
again, most of which is spent in the van.

Based on the above facts, in view of the past mistreatment of
the SCW athletes at last spring’s Annual Athletic Dinner, it seems
that the University is sending a message that female athietics is
of little or no concern.

While excuses have been readily offered to explain why Stern
College women are not permitted to use the facilitics at Yeshiva
College, little in the way of substance has been offered.

One would assume that a college would have better facilities
than ifs high school. One of the major goals of the University
this season must be the attainment of decent facilities on or near
the SCW “campus”.

Yet, the new look and moden
equipment are simply facades of
improvement. In reality, stu-
dents have returned to higher
prices and lower quality.

This summer, students
received literature about the new
dining club. Parents were ked to
believe that a substitute for areal
plan had finally come about at
Stern. Students were instructed
to send in checks for six hundred
dollars in return for a vending
card worth that amount. This
was heralded by food services as
a cure to parents’ fears of
students not cating regularly.
The actuality is that food ser-
vices received six bundred dol-
lars and students arc being
overcharged. Firstly, the vend-
ing cards can not be used in
either the vending cafe or at the
mini cafe. Furthermore there
has been an unjustifiable
increase in prices at the school

to such heights. Last year, the
cost of a tuna sandwich was two
dollars and for a tomato and
lettuce an extra 35 cents. This
year the cost has risen to $2.75
and a wedge of lettuce and
tomato costs an extra $1.25. this

-brings-the total cost of a tuna

sandwich with lettuce and
tomato to $4.00. The cost of a
baked potato was 60 cents
compared to this years cost of
$1.25, over a 100% increase
(there is no potato famine). This
years entrees at lunch range
from $2.40 to $3.00 over last
years basic $2.00 for an entrec.
The list goes on but there is no
space 1o record all the dining
cafe’s incredible price hikes.

In the early part of the fall
88 semester, | was approached
by last year's Student Council
President and asked to bead 2
new committee at Stern. The
Food Commitice was being
formed in order to get students’
input regarding YU's food ser-
vices. Among the many goals we
had was a food plan and reop-
ening the cafeteria for dinner.
My committee spent countless
hours gathering information
through petitions, question-
naires and other students. The

Final Touches
Needed On
SCW Library

To the Editors:

During the past year, we, the
students of Stern College, have
been fortunate to witness both
the academic and aesthetic

h of our instituti
Last spring, a pew library wing
was opened to hold our Judaica
and reference collections. Com-
munal study rooms were con-
structed for our convenience.
This semester the Judaic Studies
department has introduced the
Beth Midrash program. The
curriculum provides an excellent
opportunity for students inter-
ested in enhancing their textual
skills to spend extra hours
learning. These improvements
demand the undertaking of two
most important measures.

Firstly, a“security system™ for
walking to and from the school
building at late hours is long past
due. We now have a beautiful
library at our disposal It is
unfair that we have to be afraid

returning back with students
from the school building is 2
simpie solution to the probiem.
The students who already spend

increase in prices for
purposes, 10 cover the costs of
equip This adj in
price is by no means a green light
to raising the costs of cafe food

many hours of their own time
to improve the quatity of food
services at Stern.

cont. om p. 3

Secondly, 2 staff member s
noeded in the Lbrary to aide in
the students’ preparation of
ook, om p. 3

The entire staff
of The Observer would like
to wish the faculty and the entire
student body a happy and
healthy New Year!

Quotes Of The Month ’

DUE TO MECHANICAL “1 CHECKED AT THE
PROBLEMS THERE WILL STERN COLLEGE LIBRARY
BE NO AIR CONDITIONING AND THEY'RE OUT OF

IN THE BUILDING UNTIL EVERYTHING!"

FURTHER NOTICE."

(Department of Facility
Manageoent)

(A Judaic Stadics scacher sbout
the lack of books m the Hedi
Steiaberg Ebeary st SCW)

<o
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Opinion

EDITORS NOTE

by Deena Yellin

The library, the vans, the
dorm conditions, the athletic
facilities, the cafeteria...

To some, the Observer has
traditionally been a springboard
of endless complaints and blind

"swipes at the administration.
One need only flip through the
pages of this issuc to see ample
evidence that this tradition
continues.

What these people fail to
realize is that this litany of
complaints is not so much a
result of spoiledness or ground-
less emotionalism, but a reflec-
tion of the little progress made
in solving the problems that
have plagued SCW for years.

Recently, I read issues of the
Observer dating back thirty
years. Somehow, 1 was not
surprised to see just how little
has changed since then. | was
overcome with a fecling of deja-
vu as 1 read of problems that
we are still grappling with today.
A January 1966 letter to the
editor concerned the poor dor-
rmitory conditions, an Novem-
ber 1965 editorial cartoon con-
trasted SCW’s lack of facilities
with Yeshiva’s expansive facil-
ities and a November 1966
editorial complained about the
five dollar fee required with late
registration.

To many, this is a dishearten-

ing revelation sinec it means-that-+

we have spent a good number
of years complaining with no
success. However, from a histor-
ical perspective, written protests
do not imply that there was
activism on the part of the
students. In the 1960's, college
students made national impact
through their activism. They
were vocal in their criticisms
both in writing and in action.
The message to SCW students
is that without concomitant
student involvement, little can
be achieved.

Often, when the administra-
tion is not faced with student
protest, they merely shrug and
let the probiem linger on for yet
another year. It is evident that
when it comes to SCW, the
administration rarely takes
action and for steady progress
to be made, student protest is
required. For example, with
regards to dormitory expansion,
some in the administration seem
1o belicve that it is a problem
that should be dealt with in 2
matter of years rather than
months. On the other hand, thc

SCW has only begun to offer
a women’s history course this
semester.

The role of a_student news-
paper is to be a forum for
student opinion and a spring-
board for new ideas. However,
without student action the ideas
will not be put into p This

istration’s challenge is to seck
practical solutions to the prob-
lems. A conservative goal may
be to have solutions by the year
2000, but for the women of Stern
College, solutions should be
found for 1990. The Observer,
mthecommg months, will seek

int some of the areas

month’s Observer contains
many of the p|

to pinp
whlch need solutions. This

tions to the probiems of SCW.

The Observer’s goal is to
promote positive action. We
dont want to sit passively by
when change is so desperately
needed. In a letter to the editor
written in the March 12, 1962
issue of the Observer, a student
wrote, "The complaints are not
new ones. They have existed
since '1954. Seven and a half
years has not seen marked

and issues d to take an
students are currently facing and active part in the functioning of
discussing. The next step is for the college and to prop

students to take the initiative.

The issues raised in the
Observer should be a chailenge
both to the administration and
the student body. The admin-

solutions. The Qbserver invites
all students and faculty to use
the newspaper as a vehicle by
which to expresss their views
and publicize possible sugges-

. Let us turn the
nde before it is too late.”

I couldn’t agree more...and
thirty five years is too long a time
for problems to remain
unsolved.

Our Obligation To
Know The Facts

by Angelica Fernandez

. Ms. Fernandez is the NY
Chairwoman of the North Amer-
ican Jewish Students’ Network
and a Chairwoman on
BBH)JACY'’s President’s
Council.

A most urgent problem facing
the Jewish community today is
the Arab Palestinians Uprising,
soon to enter its third year. The
Intifada, having received much
sympathetic news coverage
around the world, has caused
many non-Jews and Jews to
question the policies of the
Israeli government and even the
Jews’ right to Israel in its present
state. Jews all over the world are
concerned and involved in
Israel’s affairs, so like their
Israeli counterparts, they, toe,
are condemned by the Arabs
and their supporters.

Martin Luther King once
declared, “Anti-Zionism is anti-
Semitism.” It is usually during
his/ her college years when the
Jewish student first comes into
direct confrontation with the
various expressions of anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionism,
which plague campuses in the
guises of propaganda, posters,
speakers and rallies. We, at
Yeshiva University, are spared
this experience on campus, but
only temporarily. Once off the
premises of Yeshiva University,
we are as equally vulnerable as
our peers and also liable 10 be
pressured into a “fight or flight”
predicament. What may influ-

ence our response is whether we
are well-prepared and skilled in
the art of verbal seif-defence.

Verbal self-defence means
knowing how to handle the
malicious accusations and dam-
aging distortions of the truth
which are being increasingly
hurled at us. Our ignorance is
our nemesis, allowing our true
enemies to make us appear as
the Goliath. In order to fight
-back, one must have an exten-
sive knowledge of the facts and
figures behind the past and
contemporary history of the
State of Isracl.

Such knowledge can be
acquired either through self-
study or participation in events
designed to educate (¢.g. work-
shops, speakers). The Israeli
Consulate, the Anti-Def:
League of the B'nai Brith and
the University Services Depart-
ment of the American Zionist
Youth Foundation, are some of
the many addresses one can turn
to for information. The North
Amecrican Jewish Students’ Net-
work, a oomplady studem-run

With such an abundance of
easily attainable information,
there are few justifiabie excuses
for remaining ignorant of what
we, as individuals and as part
of the Jewish community, are,
indeed, obligated to know.

By keeping abreast of Israel’s
current and changing situation,
one stands less chance of being
caught off-guard by tricky ques~
tions or statements. Equally
important, if not more impor-
tant than portraying Israel
properly to other nations, is to
be able to do the same when
speaking to another Jew.

There are varying degrees of
assimilation, the worst being
that of a total lack of affiliation
with the Jewish community. An
encounter with a Jew who
speaks confidently and proudly
of his nationality and homeland,
backing his emotions with facts
and a sound argument, usuaily
has a positive effect. In my role
as a student activist and leader,
1 have often seen how even one
such encounter can make a
ma.rked difference in the life of

imilated Jew, inspiring

ion
throughoulCamdamdtheUS
coordinates various programs
and workshops and also func-
tions as a resource center,
linking you with anyone agd
everything the Jewish mind can
think of. If you want to gain
some knowledge and savetime,
you can call NETWORK at
(212) 888-3417.

CHANI/BY CHANI RUTTNER

tnm with a desire to become
betier acquainted with his roots.

We must all remember that
the fight for our peopie’s sur-
vival needs to not only be fought
on the sands of the Sinai, the
heights of the Golan and the
banks of the Jordan River, but
just as crucially, in the heart and
mind of every Jew.

D

cont. from p.2

It is most distressing to return
from vacation only to find that
all the data and suggestions from
my committce were blatantly
ignored. My committee and
especially myself were outraged
by this lack and concern and
consideration on the part of the
administration. Had I had an
inkling of the amount of atten-
tion that the school would pay
to our cfforts, I would have
migled last year. Though the
cafe is open in the evenings for
dinner, I think students would
rather it closed until better food
and prices are instituted. The
last time the cafe was open for
dinner one couid get a full meal
of chicken, two side dishes, a
medium drink and soup for
about $5.50. Today one can get
this meal for the low price of
$8.50. (Is there a shortage of
chicken somewhere?) It seems
superflucus to add that quality
and variety are not even con-
cerns of the school. I encourage
all students to voice their com-
plaints to the school regarding
the new dining club. If this fails
to get any improvements then
let us join with numerous explo-
ited parties in history and
STRIKE!

Claudine Sokol

Chairperson of the Food
Committec 1988-89

SCW
LIBRARY

cont. from p2
Judaic texts, We are not fortu-
nate to have professors and
rabbis (or rabbinic students)
constantly in our library, as is
true uptown. Often the expla-
nation of one word can make
all the difference in preparing for
shiur. A staff member that
would be available at various
times throughout the week
would certainly be of great help.
Now that the administration
has expressed desire for the
betterment of its student body
it is time for these two measures

"

demonstrate a

commitment.
Rachel Moh!
SCW 91

Dining Club, notwith
its current unpopulanty, was
instituted as a result of student
action.

fn an interview with the
Observer (to be published in a2

forthcoming issuc) Dean Karen |
Bacon stressed that student’

. interest is a key factor in deter-

mining new courses at SCW. .
Unfortunately, it is often student
request alone which brings new
courses to the coliege. Whereas
other uaiversitics have had |
women's studies {or many years, |

DU To THE STRKE THE TELEMHONE
COMPANY 15 aNLY TAKMG EMERGINCY

T GUESS L swouid L#AVE THER
LIVE OPEN R TRE SKF Rt
™S SLOERLY...

BT THEN How ¢oulD T ORDER
N kD § T2.T HEAR THE TRT
FROM THE &RAPEYVEI
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A typical dorm room at Brookdale Hall

Beware of Bunkbeds!

by Sharona Cunin and Bangi D.
Latkin

Once again, SCW students
are complaining about the over-
crowding in Brookdalke Hall.
They arc angry that the admin-
istration has failed to respond
to their needs for comfort. One
SCW junior was quoted as
saying, “If the administration
wants a better school, they have
to make certain accommoda-
tions. It is very nice that the

ber of students is 1

growing, but the students should

not have 1o pay the price.™
According to Dr. Efrem Nul-

man, Dean of Students at

year than it was last year, and women living in Brookdale Hail.
there was no need for the extra  University policy is that 561
space. Mrs. Zelda Braun, Direc-  people can be accommodated.

tor of Student Services, agroed, Sara Bayme, an SCW senior,
adding that had cven three or  said, “A college dorm should be
four more students cnrolled, a place where a person can have

additional housing would have
been provided. Mrs Braun
stated that the school had a

a private place to concentrate
and study. A small, crowded
room with four or five people

building with furniture ready for  docs not allow for this.”
the first day of school. However, Dean Bacon agrees with this
there were not enough peopie to plaint. “The education at

fill another building and make Stern College s vital to the
an additional dormitory neces-  growth of the Jewish commu-
sary. In to d nity, and although at present the
complaint for fewer occupants dormitory is a limiting stop in
per room as with other univer- the growth of the school, we
sitics, Dean Bacon pointed out would like to sce the school

“Yeshiva University; severat focat - continue to-grow amt floarisin”
buildings were found as possible NYU, and Columbia cost stu- Dean Bacon even mentioned the
locations for off camp d dents at least twice as much as  possibility of acquiring real
housing. The decision was made  Sterns dorm fec which is why  estate, within walking distance
aot to rent from these buildings  they can afford to provide of the coliege, in the next four
b di Nul d with private rooms. years.

ing to
enrollment was not higher this

At present, there are 554

SCW Mission To
Russia Cancelled

by Sara Fineberg

Last semester the Torah
Activities Council (TAC) was
scheduled to sponsor a student
trip to Russia. The trip was
canceled due to lack of student
interest at Stern College. * The
lack of representation of Stern
students on the mission to
Russia is merely an example of
the fact that support for Soviet
Jewry is low at SCW.” says
Shoshana Levine, President of
the Student Struggle for Soviet
Jewry (SSSJ).

Ms. Levine claimed that noti-
ces publicizing the trip to Russia
went out before Spring Break
of last semester. Flyers contain-
ing information about the trip
were put in all mailboxes.
Despite that, there was only one
applicant from SCW who
expressed interest in the Russia
trip. In contrast, at Yeshiva
college, fifteen students applied
to go on the trip and four YC
students were selected to go. No
one was selected from Stern
despite attempts to find more
applicants.

The trip was scheduled for

June, a difficult time for college
students to travel because of
conflicting summer courses, jobs
and taking the LSAT’s. “There-
fore, some of the students who
would have been interested in
the trip may have been cornmit-
ted to other obligations,” guesses
Levine.

Sharon Fischer, who was the
only SCW applicant, claims that
the entire affair was not handled
professionally. Fischer was not
informed that the trip had been
cancelled and thought that she
had been rejected. According to
Fischer, “It is not so much
adisinterest in Soviet Jewry at
Stern College as much as the
problems of not being
informed.” She added that the
college “lost out by not urging
more students to apply for the
mission.”

Dina Najman, a SCW senior
remarked “I can think of five
people off the top of my head
who would have loved to go to
Russia. Najman added that she
would have been interested in
going to Russia during the
summer had she been informed
earlier on in the year.

Attention all

SENIORS

anticipating

JANUARY *90
ERADUATION

Please make an appointment for
a senior check ASAP!

losing moncy on. Therefore, a

Lettuce & TOMALO o vas made to cut these

Cont from p.i col. 4

arises. They receive a meal card
that can only be used in the
cafeterias at the uptown and
midtown campuscs. The meal
card cannot be used at the mini-
cafe at Stern College or at any
of the vending i If you

items from the menu. Each

selection is now priced accord-

Collcge, Mr. Rosengarten rep-  ing to the price of food pius
lied, “It was a rcmarkabie labor. Mr. Rosengarten said, *
process that was unique at Sterd We balanced the prices in the
Colicge. 1 got involved through  cafeteria in three ways-less
our students.™ For the last three priced, more mod-
years, ‘Mr, Roscagarien has  erately priced and premium
from stud iced.” The wica soems to be

sent your application by a
certain date, you received an
extra $50 toward yous “meal
plan®. Unf i o

looomi)rcral'oodphna(Y.U, that students have the same
and 10 help improve the overall  avaitabitity of vaned prces as
food service operation at both  (hey woulkd in any restaurant.

find that this is the only benefit
of the dining club. Jessica
Fishbein, a freshman joined the
dining club and now regrets her
decision. “ can be cating in a
restaurant three times a day and
it would be the same price as
calting in the cafeteria, “ she says,
“ 1 feel that being a member of
the dining club saves me noth-
ing. The food is not up to the
standards of the prices. 1ve
wasted my moncy. | wish | had
never done it.”

An anon sty-
dent feels that the attitude of the
administration is “that since

food consultant to find out in
the quickest, most reliable way
to improve the food situation al
Y.U. The food Rant

lems in the undergraduate  STUICHES PRY PIES in & roRau-
cafeterias. rant, yo why wonl thcy pay
thanut‘-Sun?’

peopk are now in 2 “meal = fcit that there had 10 be ways rench osher
let’s rip them off.” plas of dealing with the deficit. “We whhﬁmhn
Mr. Rosengaricn, Discctor of  $houldn) throw 5o much 0ORCY  woukd cost ber i the calcteria,
Supporting Scrvices Adminis-  Out the window for food 3TV Spe added that the food a1
tration al Yeshiva University, o3 We 40 oot want to make g ey Detigit was of bigher
was in charge of the changes * PrOfit but we mumt break  gioiey amd boter tae For
m:"‘:m When  cven” at Kosher Delight you
aked b ved The w the past, bad  can two pi of chicken
with the food probicm st Stern been sciling sems that they were nd'l::“cl 'r::rm “u»

Many SCW students question the need for the acon sigas

According to Sterns price list,
a pwce of chicken and french
fres adds up to $5.50. Mr.
Roscngarten explains that raw
chicken has soared in price sunce
iast year. Therciore, chicken
poces at Stern had 10 be raised.
“Our items are competitively
priced, we cany afford 1o lose
money anymore.” said Mr
R X

When asked about the infe-
nor quality and taste of food in
the cafetena, Mr. Rosenganten
agreed that, “the {ood must be
good. We will make whatever
changes we have 1o 1o insure that
the food is of good taste and
Gualty © Dean Nulman added
to this, = we want to provide

good guahty and service and
we are not doing this then | am
very concerned.”

When guestioned why  stu-
dents do not get back the
remaning money 1n their food
accounts at the end of the school
year, Dean Nulman repled,
“$600 18 not a ot of money for
awhok vear i a student is cating
regularly. I it 5 too much
money. dont joun the food
plan”

~Dining club members will be
receiving  certain specials
throughout the year,” Mr
Rosengarien saxd. There wall be
specials dunag the week and oo
Shabbat for those parucipating

Comt t0 p.$
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Preserving A Memory

by Deborah Newfeld

Scores of students have
volunteered to participate in a
learning program in memory of
Ivan Tillem, former Professor
and Board of Directors member
at SCW. The program, spon-
sored by the Torah Activities
Council (TAC), is divided into
three sections. Stud have the

the response.” Ms. Weissman
added that it is not necessary to
have signed-up to participate.
Students are urged to study in
Mr. Tillem’s memory independ-
ently. “He did so much for the
school”, said Chani Ruttner, a
SCW senior participating in the
program, “...and this is the best
way to-repay him.”

option of studying Mishna
Pirkei Avor, Tehillim or Guard
Your Tongue{Chofetz Chaim).
“The response was over-
whelming” said Chayale Weiss-
man, president of TAC, “The
sign-up sheet was compietely
filled in a few hours. We had
to add Guard Your Tongue to
the program in order to meet

A memorial service for Mr.
Tillem followed by a Siyum
ating the pietion
of the studies will take place on
Wednesday, September 27 dur-
ing club hour. The Siyum com-
memorates the end of Shloshim.
Rabbi Lamm, Dean Bacon, and
Cindy Schlanger will be speak-
ing

Something Old, Something New:
Club Fair 1989

by Margi Goldherg and Mindy
Spear

“Are you a republican?”, “Do
you want to do a mitzva?”, “Do
you know that its time for

aliyah?”, “Write for us!™

A plethora of slogans,
banners, sign-up sheets,
announcements and about
thirty lost freshmen adorned the
Koch Auditorium, scene of
SCW' Annual Club Night on
Monday night, September 18.

Representatives from estab-
lished clubs such as Fine Arts,
Dy ics, SSSB A ing,
WYUR, Computer Science etc.
explained to students what
activities were on the agenda for
the year and what they could
gain by adding their name to the
sign-up sheets. “We wanted to
make them aware that some-
thing like Besamim, the literary
arts magazine, exists for stu-
dents looking for a creative
outlet.” said co-editors Chana

Freiman and Nechama Gold-
man as they handed out cookies
to starving artists coming to ask
about their booth. Debbie
Aharon, at the Sephardic table,
said she is looking forward to
a busy and successful continu-
ation of last year's popularity.
Two new clubs, the Aliyah
Club and College Republicans,
were  actively  recruiting
members. Aliyah Club presi-
dents, Beth Goldberg and
Veronica Edelstein feel it's
important that students realize
that aliyah exists at Stern and
is supported. “We don't want
people to forget about Israel.”
they said. The founder of Col-
kge Republicans, Karen Pru-
zansky, is shocked that students
know so little about their gov-
emment., She was upset to find
that many had not registered to
vote and some did not even
know the difference between the
Republican and Democratic

parties. Her slogan stated, “No
Democrats WANTED! We per-
form Conversions.”

The table with the most
representatives and recruiters,
the Torah Activities Council
(TAC), shows Stern students’
dedication to the Torah side of
their slogan Torah U'Madah.

TAC encompasses a Tehillim/
Beit Midrash program, a Torah
tapes library, a Chagigah/Rosh
Chodesh Commitice, Tzedakah
Drives, Chavrutah Kesher Pro-
grams, Student Struggle for
Soviet Jewry, a committee for
Ethiopian Jewry, Bina Yetaira,
their weekly parshat publica-
tion, and more.

As SCW3 Student Council
president, Cindy Schlanger
commented, “the Club Fair is
the best way for students to get
involved and become active in
the school.”

“A REMARKABLE MOVIE.
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Women Make History At Stern

by Susan Bahn

For the first tire in its history,
Stern College is offering a course
in Women’s History. The course
titked, The History of Women
in the United States, is being
taught by Professor Ellen
Schrecker who received her
Phd. from Harvard and taught
at Princeton before she came to
Stern College.

According to Dr. Schrecker,
when she arrived here three
years ago she saw the need to
expand the U.S. History depart-
ment. She decided that a class
in Women's History would be
of particular interest to the
students of Stern College. No
such course previously existed.

Dr. Schrecker’s history
course, spanning from the colo~
nial period until the present, will
cover the changes in the lives of
middle class women, their rela-
tionships with men, family Lives,
and choices of profession.

Dr. Schrecker is very enthu-
siastic about teaching women's
history at SCW and views the
class as an experiment. She is
particularly excited because this
is ber first time teaching this
course 1o Ovthodox women. She
feels that their unikque upbnng-
ing as Orthodox Jews will
provide very int¢resting
discussions.

According to Dr.Schrecker,
Dean Karen Bacon is also very
excited about the women’s
history course and has been very
encouraging. Upoa hung :sknd

future plans and their mother’s
occupations. While the students
chose a broad range of fields
such as retail, medicine and law,
the majority of mothers (15 out
of 24) were in the field of
education. Dr. Schrecker
explained the ph

saying that in the past, teaching
was one of the only career
options open to women.

The reasons that students
registered for the class vary.

SCW senior Deena Yellin made
her interest cicar on the first day,
“1 am an ardent feminist and 1
think that it is a disgrace that
it took so long for Stern College
to offer a class in Women's
History.” Kayla Kaplan enrolled
in the class because she feels that
as a woman, it is important to

learn about the role of women
in the past compared to their
present. Several students are
taking the class simply because
it sounds interesting. One SCW
student said, “I have never
studied women's history
before.”

Most of the students said that
they enjoyed the class. “The class
is being taught from a strong
feminist point of view and for
someone not feminist it is a
strong dose.” said Kayla
Kaplan. Many like Masha Wil-
son enjoy the class particularly
because it is “not the usual
names and dates.” As Annick
Tannenbaum summed it up,
“We are giving the women who
didnt have the opportunity to
express themselves then, a
chance to do so now.”

Lettuce & Tomato Cowjomps

in the meal plan.

Overall, there are not many
students on the meal plan. Of
the 625 students at Stern, only
125 joined. At YC, the members
number 260 out of 860 students.

M. Roscngarien says that
two things work against the
cafeteria. First, students who are
forced 10 conserve time and
money will skip meals.

Secondly, students bring food
from home. in an attempt to
attract students 1o the cafeteria,
the arca was repainted, o look

P

no say whatsoever on the prices
of food.

. Rosengarten said, “The
buck stops here.” All decisions
made for the cafeteria, meal
phumdpmuoffoodm

to hear about the negative
feedback on the new cafeteria
“H we messed up, we have an
obligation to fix things,” he said.
“We noed a chance to make
things better. 1 dont want to
take on the students. I want the
dents to work with us.”

like a colleg food

if a tremd was developing fe efused to

Sl:mCuhpinWom&Sm- when ) on his opinioa
dies, Dean Bacon repied that | rowards the changes made. His
while theve are no current phans, | wife Anna Kiein, the cashicr in
such & progomn might be iasti- | (he cafeseria, cogumenied, "1 was
tuted if enswgh studest interest | just as surprised and outraged
was 2s the stadents were in the hike
Dr. conducted 2 | in prx But what can 1 do?”
wwy-ﬁ‘ﬁxuydah- Unde cly, sy students
to desmougighie the growth i | piace the blame oa Sam Kiein
womenS itics. She | and his wie. Mr. Kkin only
policd the studewts om Uhir | mamages the cafeteria. He has
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Ivan Tillem Remembered

by Nechama Goldman
In the Republic by Plato, he

writes of a cave where men are *

chained. Their only perception
of the outside world comes from
shadows that a fire throws on
the wall as three dimensional
images pass by the mouth of the
cave. It is a very brave and
determined man who can with-
stand the pain of twisting in his
chains in order to see the mouth
of the cave and then realize what
opportunity lies out there. In
order to leave the cave he must
work very hard at breaking the
chains and disconnecting him-
self from the security of his
fellow companions and the
warmth of the cave. However,
when he emerges into the light
of the three dimensional world,
he sees how much he has gained
in knowledge and beauty.

Only a truly outstanding man
will desire to return to the cave
and educate ‘those left behind.
Facing great opposition, bitter-
ness, and feelings of resentment,
he goes back to the cave of
darkness and tries to explain
what reality is. This is a very
frustrating task, for rarely are
the prisoners willing to listen.
Nevertheless, this cxceptional
man will persist because he feels
it is his obligation to help his
fellow men understand how they
can better their lives and elim-
i ffering sc h
cares so much, he persists even
in the face of his own death. Ivan
Tillem was that exceptional sort
of man.

Many people face trouble in
their lives. Most of the time man
wants to forget a painful past,
put it behind him and enter a
new world that strives for total
self-happiness. Reluctant to face
haunting memories, rarely is he
willing to return to the world he
emerged from. Ivan Tillem not
only remembered wherse he came
from, he was constantly going
back 10 his unhappy youth and
helping others overcome the
same odds he faced

lvan Tillem was born on
August 14, 1954, As a child he
grew up in foster homes, never
having a stable family structure
or parents waiting for him at
mght. He once said to his close
friend Simmy Weber, "The
difference between vou and me
s that you go home at night and
have your lamly. | go home to
no one.”

Having no money and refus-
g to feel bke a scholuship
student. bun worked his way
through high school. making
money as a bus boyv. waiter and
delivery boy He went toveshiva
i Israed and sold watches 1n
order 1o hinance his np
Throughout college and Taw
school he worked at Riverside
Muemonal Chapel prepaning
budies for burial  His college
PICTHONCS Consivt of "ll\!cnlng 10
witter drp from the bodies onto
the mvetal table used tor
taharor”

Atter Cardoso baw Schoot he
worked for COLPA 4 Jowish
orgamzation for lawyers, und he

nate much

headed a law firm in Manhattan
with an office in Los Angeles.
He served as editor and pub-
lisher of The Jewish Directory
and Almanac, a compilation of
Jewish issues designed for the
mass market. He went into
business on his own and with
persistence he succeeded in
controlling Pacific Group, a
multi-faceted corporation which
includes the Pacific Financial
Corporation, Pacific Digital
Corporation and other con-
cerns. He was part owner of the
successful kosher restaurant
Cheers, which he constantly
opened to Stern College and
Yeshiva College club dinners.
His  politicat  connections
extended all over the world and
he was penonally acquainted
with senators, governors, as well
as with President Bush. His hife
was filled with meetings, trips,
plans und classes. AU his death,
he was o doctoral student at
Revel Graduate School He
taught at Stern and was on the
Yoshiva Unnveruity Board  of
Frusiees. He was imvohed in
numerous projects such as Pro-
jeet SAGES (Strengthening
Another Generation Through
Fducation and Service ) which
weks 1oomect the physical and
cmotional needy ot solated
viderly Jews o the Washington
Hewghts area through the invol-

vement of Yeshiva University
students. Despite his great
wealth he lived 1n a simple one
bedroom apartment. He
shopped at Syms and continued
to patronize the same barber
and cleaner he had used for
years out of 4 sense of loyalty
to them. Rarely did he allow
himself luxuries although he was
a fervent Yankee tan and
declared that one day he would
buy the Yankees from
Stemnbrenner,

Four years ago Ivan Tilem
came to teach at Stern. Laural
Hatvary remembers lvan com-
ing to her when she served a
Chair of Curriculum Activity
He wanted to teach a course in
curreat events. "It bothered hum
that not enough women were
well informed about world
situations.” B

He was very invohved with
“tikkun haolam”, repaining that
which s damaged in the world
He felt that in order for tx
world to change, students had
to be aware of the problems
tacing the world. In his eves, the
siudents were the problem
solvers of tomorrow i his eyes.
Professor Hatvan was unsure
about the coune. She and Dean
Bacon werenY centam where it
would fitinto the curtculum or
what requirements it could
{ulfill. She sand that untd Uy

came to a decision Ivan was
constantly asking her about the
course, following her, and bar-
raging her with “wide eyed
enthusiasm * for a course he very
much wanted to teach."He was
appealing, attractive, a little
crazy, with a freshness and
vitahity that we couldn say no
0"

The course was oifered that
semester as a two credit elective
course. The students in the class
tearned a lot about world news,
especially about Ethiopia. The
class ¢even raised money to buy
cows o swend to Ethiopia in
order to help it’s famished
inhabitants. Eventually the
coune evolved to a three credit
course in the Speech Depan-
ment utied “Persuasion and
Drebate™ Esti Weber took the
course the 1irst semester that it
was otfered last year There werr
tour students on the it day and
she remembers the way bhe
greeted the vlass Ay probiem
that you ser can be changed ™
This was & motto by whach he
ved hus Ife. Dean Bacon com-
mented on Tvan's creative muind
She saxd that he was alwine
coming up with new deas
“There way nothing clivhed
about fum 7 He was constanthy
tookmp at how the workd couid
he improved. He feit that theie
was 4 relirous ubhigation (o i

and help one’s fellow man. An
intense man, he never came to
talk to her about trivialities. “He
transferred what many people
put imo the welfare of a family
to Jewish people in general.” He
was constantly giving his time
and energy to Jewish organiza-
tions and yeshivas. Ohel, a New
York based home for aban-
doned children, touched him
greatly because he remembered
what it was like to be alone and
wanted to help others avoid
similar pain. When he gave
money be wanted to be involved
with those whom he gave to. His
concern for others led him to
touch many lives.

Ivan Tillern was a very private
and lonely man. Few were
fortunate to know both Ivan and
Yitz. Ivan was a polished, driven
professional who was constantly
working to succeed on a polit-
ical, business, and national level.
He knew how to make a good
impression and, as Dr. Hatvary,
Dean Bacon and others have
testified, he would not take no
for an answer. On the other
hand, Yitz was a man who did
not have a Shabbat table of his
own. At thirty five he was single
and still a guest at other people’s
homes on weekends. Simmy
Weber remembers him once
saying, “1 would give up every
last doliar to get married
because | could always start over
financially”. He very much
wanted to have a son.

As a friend, he involved
himself to the point that he could
feel the other’s sorrow and joy.
Many nights he and Simmy
would stay up for hours talking,
sharing personal and profes-
sional problems. This was a man
who had little parental guidance
and love but who remembered
all of the kind deeds done for
him. He remembered Rebbetzin
Freifeld, a woman who opened
her home to him as a vouth,
hemming his pants a half an
hour before yom tov amidst
chaos and confusion so that he
would have a suit to be com-
fortabie 1n. His desire in life was
to be a good person. He was
incredibly humble and vers
sincere. “He would have loved
s funeral because he would
have seen how many peopie
loved im " saud Mr. Weber

I'he memonal service heid in
New York was mobbed as
people whose lives he touched
came 1o pay thewr final respects
Senator Lieberman of Connect-
wut came. Rabb Lamm gave 2
moving culogy. van Tillem was
bused un the Mount of Olnes
:n brrael. where an officia
turscral was hedd for hum

The tragedy of the situation
touwched tavulty and students
The reaction wa prmaniy one
of dishele?! Dean Bacon relates
that therz was aiot of fantasizing
that somehow Ivan wouid crawi
vt vl the mess itact. His death
way hand W oaovept not ool
Devaise of his youth but bevause
ol the ineredibie goudness of his
character He had so much more
o give to this workd and so many
mare dreams o (ulfill His Wie
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Eulogy For Ivan Tillem

By Dr. Norman Lamm, August 24, 1989

Ivan’s death on a mission of
mercy, a helihut shel mitzvah,
leaves us bereaved, aghast,
perplexed, and victimized by
unanswerable questions about
fate and destiny and fairness and
justice. There are no whole
sentences followed by periods in
contemplating Ivans untimely
end. There are only question
marks and exclamation points
swirling about each other in
head-splitting and heart)break-
ing confusion.

lloved tvan. Although he was
never formally enrolled as a
student in my classes, he con-
sidered me a teacher. Our rela-
tionship consisted of a reso-
nance of similar ideas and
perceptions, a sympathy of
goals, a convergence of direc-
tions. He solicited my advice
occasionally, and listened very
carefully. His attentiveness
placed upon me an additional
burden of responsibility for
whatever counsel | offered.

1 loved him not only because
of his goodness and his sweet-
ness, his generosity and his
gentleness, but primarily
because he was a rare case of
arrested development: he was a
young adult, in his mid-thirties,
successful, ambitious-a time of
life when most of us have
outgrown our idealistic phase of

values, they faded into self-
Jmotking insignificance. Ivan

remained a romantic, an idealist, -

a man of faith, when all the rest
of us have begun to jade and
fade. He was never childish; he
was always child-like. He was,
in the truest sense of the word,
adorable.

it was more than fortuitous
that his name was “Tillem” from
Tehillim, the Psalms. King
David was a king, a warrior, a
religious leader but above all a
poet, a musician, a Psalmist, the
man of Thillim. Ivan was an
investment banker, a leader, a
lawyer, a teacher-but above all
a romantic, a poet, an idealist,
a Tillem.

We shall read this week the
words of the Torah: Ki raaseh
et ha-tov veha-yasher, “You
shall do what is good and right
in the eyes of the Lord your
God™ (Deut. 12:28). The Sifra
cites the opinion of R. Ishmael
who says that the verse means
exactly what it says: You must:
do what is good and right in the
eyes of God-and in doing “the
good and the nght™ you must
ignore the opinions of mere
mortals and strive to satisfy only
your most sacred ideals. This is
aradical view which teachés that
there can be no accommeodation
between abstract principles and

adolescence and early post-
adolescence. At a stage of their
development when almost all
others have stopped writing
poetry, have lost romantic
notions, have felt their ideals
evaporate and their principles
vacillate-lvan was still in his
idealistic phase and showed
every sign of remaiming there
forever. The so-called “real
world,” which he had manipu-
lated brilliantly to rise meteor-
wcally from abject poverty to
financial success, was not at all
the ultimate reality for lvan
Tillern. Ideals were real to him,
not money. Mitzvot and good
deeds counted, not dollars and
status, Lovaity and love and
faith were the bedrocks of his
life, and all else merely a means
of strengthening them. He made
a fortune and gave away a
fortune, while he continued
five in a modest apartment and
drove an old car and did wathout
an ornate office. He regarded
lavishness and ostentation and
status-seeking as pretentious
and buzarre, comparad with his

the practical, empirical Yy

sensitive to the feelings of his
fellow man. His sincerity was

not overbearing, his honesty was -

not a tool of aggression. He was,
as the Yiddish expression goes,
“tzu Gott un tzu leit™

Consider how remarkably
unusual was this very simple and
yet very complex young man.
He had an unhappy early child-
hood which, for most others,
often leads to a life of bitterness
and resentment. When such
people succeed, they often turn
heartless and insufferably arro-
gant; self-made men sometimes
worship their creators. Not so
Ivan. Early misery mellowed
into sweetness, and quick suc-
cess into modesty and compas-
sion and goodness and respect
and courtesy and
thoughtfuiness.

lvan was a sincere, devout
committed Jew-observant, a
yerei shamayim who dedicated
his life to mirzvor. He studied
in various yeshivot in his youth;
he studied at Yeshiva University;
he was a graduate student at
Bernard Revel Graduate School
and an alumnus of Yeshiva
University’s Benjamin N. Car-
dozo Schoo! of Law. He was on
the faculty of Yeshiva Univer-
sity's Stern College for Women-
where he was an exceedingly
popular and beloved teacher-

of being concerned with the

“opinions of decent mankind.”
It is the exact reverse of those
who are so other-directed that
they fashion their views and
values solely the basis of what
their neighbors think.

R. Akiva, however, was of a
different mind: “You shall do
what is good be einei shamayim,
in the eyes of Heaven, and what
is right be einei bnei adam, in the
eyes of man ™ Certainly, sacred
principles must prevail-but one
must also implement them in a
manner that takes into consid-
eration the sensitivities and fears
and aspirations of his society. R.
Akiva wants us to strive for a
revonctliation of shamayim and
bret adam, of G4 and man, of
heaven and carth.

Rashi quotes only R. Akiva’s
opinion, and that indeed seerns
to be the pudgment of Jewish
tustory and the Jewush tradition
tvan Tillem ¢embodied the teach-
ing of R Akiva. A man of firm
and unshakable principle "in the
eves of Heaven,” he was equally

comt. fromp. $, col §

it the jast ten yean of so
wnvolved wirning dreams ke
reality, His wdealsm was pure
and untanted by cynwsm. He
was very youthful in his coneept
of goodness in the workd. In hs
culogy Dr Lamm mentioned
that “he was childlike but not
chukdish”™

In a New York Tumes Ot
uary on Augwst 23 Simmy
Weber culogized hus friend, ~The
angeis of heaven repowe whike
the world weeps tor a great
humamtanan Heaven must b

¢njoying that infectious soule
while workd Jewry has seen one
of it's brighter Lights extin-
guished  befors s time. The
Heaveniy Court will gve you
your rest which you never
ailowed  yourself, while young
people have lost 2 rok model
1o whom they could retate. Yitz,
fmay you continue your work for
our peepk before the Heavenly
Court and may we conlinue
turning your greams o reality
The world has lost a great
human being and | have fost 2
great frend "

and the younge: of our
Board of Trustees as well as on
the governing boards of Stern
College and Cardozo School of
Law. Judaism, Torah, Yeshiva,
the Jewish people-these were his
toves. Yet here again lvan
marched to the beat of his own
drum. Love often tends 1o be
exclusive, it is narrow in its
focus. But what is true for most
people is not true for all people.
Historians have pointed out that
amongst the Tannaim, the
greater the emphasis in Israel as
a Chosen People, the greater
was the emphasis on universal-
ism and the love of all people.
That was a key to lvan's per-
sonality. He joved Judaism-the
Judaism of Torah and Halak-
hah, not the Judaism of rhetoric
and mitation-and from this
emerged a jove large enough,
capacious enough, o embrace
all mankind, all peoples, ali
races, alt nations. His Jewish-
ness was intense, genuine, deep,
but instead of making him
parochal, it broadened him and
stretched  his  vistas  and

expanded his horizons. His
ahavat Yisrael led directly to
ahavat ha-beriyor.

Tvan spoke often of his great
ideal of tikkun ha-olam, of
repairing the world, of leaving
it a better and kinder and safer
and more hospitable place than
he found it. But this universal-
ism was not a function of a
disembodied humanism or a
secularized liberalism. 1t issued
from the deepest recesses of the
religious convictions of his
spiritual personality. His ambi-
tion was, as we say in our Alenu
prayer, le taken olam be malkhut
Sh- ddm “to repair the world in
the ngdom of G-d.” He sought
tikkun haT olam not only as but
by means of his vision of “the
Kingdom of G-d.” The Torah's
vision of a redeemed humanity
is what made of him a Jewish
humanitarian. He devoted his
life to it. And his death, too.

lvan's hopes and ambitions
and loves came to a suddea,
jarring cruel, crushing end as the
plane that carried him crashed
into the side of an uninhabited
mountain in remote Ethiopia,
where he had gone with Con-
gressman Leland and others to
offer help to the hungry and the
hopekess who were of a different
color, a strange language, an
unfamiliar culture, and an alien
nation. But they were children
of the One Creator, and there-
fore the brothers and sisters of
this young, white, Orthodox
Jew from Far Rockaway, New
York.

We shall reflect on lvan and
his fateful trip-on his unrequited
loves and unfuifilled ambitions
and dashed hopes and his young
life cut short-is we chant the
words of the prophet Isaiah
(55:3.5) for this Saturday's
Haftorah:

Incline your ear and come to
me:

Hearken and you shall be
revived.

And ! will make with you an
everiasting covenant,

The enduring loyalty prom-
ised to David.

As | made him a ikeader of
peoples,

A pnnw and commander of
peopies,

So you shall call upon a
nation you did aot know,

And a nation that did not
know you

Shall come running to you,

Tvan Tillem of the Seadest Council Dinsor inet seonentes.

For the sake of the Lord your

The Holy One of lIsracl who
has glorified you. Farewell, dear
Ivan. We do not understand why
you were taken from us so
young, so unfulfilied. We shal
always be dumbfounded with
grief. But we shall try to leam
from you-to turn grief to com-
passion, confusion to clarity,
fate to destiny. Your teachers,
your colleagues, your students,
your friends will try to build on
your beginnings and continue
letaken olam be'malkhut Sh-
addai.

And we shall never forget you.
Our love for you will be, in the
words of Isaiah, “an everlasting
covenant, the enduring lowe
promised to David,” the author
of Tehillim.

Lessons

From
A
Hero

by Elizabeth Botterman

Students ‘were preparing for
the beginning of the academic
year in the usual way. There was
packing to be done, schedules
to rearrange, and friends to
welcome back. However, even
with all the excitement that
flowed throughout Brookdale
Hall, a sense of sadness was felt.
The stark reality of a tragedy hit
hard, as one entered the school.
It was there, staring me in the
face on a picce of solid white
caktag. It announced that stu-
dents could pledge to learn in
the memory of Ivan L. Tillem.

When | saw this, it reminded
me of the numerous obituaries
and telecasts that portrayed the
unique personality of lvan Til-
lem. | never had the opportunity
to meet him, or even to have
him as a teacher; however, 1 did
have the chance to be one of
his students outside the formal
classroom. | have been inspired
and have leamned a great deal
from this special man.

Tililem espoused the concept
of “Tikkun Haolam™, repairing
that which is broken in the
world. His life was guided by
this idea, and he coatributed
more than his share to cnbance
and touch the lives of others.

leged children, or Ethiopias
Jewry, Ivan Tillem extended

cont. onp K ool 1
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Jewish
Llfe

the exhibit the rooms were
crowded and noisy as people
cxclumed over ob)ects they

Jews for the tragedics of their
own fate. Another woman cor-
rected mistakes she had found

it was Sunday afternoon
September 17, and the Jewish
Museum had opened the doors
to their major new exhibit,
“Gardens and Ghettos: The Ant
of Jewish Life in Italy.” The
Halian community is one of the
oldest communities in Western
Europe, and has existed, with-
out interruption, for over 2000
years. The exhibit, which
focuses on the rich legacy of the
Italian Jewish community, is
broken into four parts. Each
portrays an cra in Italian-Jewish
history: The Roman Empire (0-
500 CE), City States (1300-
1500), Age of Ghettos (1550-
1848), and The Modern Era
(1848-1945).

The exhibit begins with a

Italy Comes To
At Xrt Show

expclled from Snclly, Sardinia,
and Naples, were moving North,
Jews from France, Spam and
Germany were moving South.
The victims of religious perse-
cution and frequent expulsions,
these Jews sought safer homes
in Northern Italy. When they
came, they brought with them
their own language, Yiddish,
and texts. The only notable
instance of anti)semitism to
occur in Northern Italy at this
time was in Trent where Jews
were accused of the murder of
a gentile named Simon. A blood
libel ensued (1475).

sance arcade. This both alludes
to the Halachic precept that the
candles be placed in a public
area and makes use of a popular
Italian Renaissance form.

The third period is marked by
the emergence of ghettos ‘in
Italian cities. Venice was the first
city to create a Jewish ghetto in

Beit Midrash

cont. from p. 1 col. 5
can only take this class because
you are dedicated to Jearning.”
The new addition to the
curriculum, “Readings in Maim-
onides™ is given by Rabbi
Reuven Aberman. He will be
teaching various issues in the
Mishna Torah and relating them
back to the Gemarah. The first
haif of each two and one half
hour session is spent in the
library where the students look

rather they are called upon to
use technical skills to evaluate
the sources for themselves.
When the Rabbeim were
asked about the value of the Beit
Midrash  program, they
responded positively. Rabbi
Kanarfogel felt that the textual
skills developed through the
Shiurim are “key to other learn-
ing and other textual work . .
Gemarah is the source of
pa.rshamn halacha, and his-
tory.” Rabbi Kahn explained
that “the devclopmcm of textual
skills in the primary sources of
halacha is y in order to

1516. The Papal St followed
in 1555 and most other Italian
cities installed ghettos as well,
with the exception of Liverno.
Confinement in ghettos did not
lead to cultural poverty.
Secondly, it did not put an end
to interaction between the cul-
tures. Many of the displays in
this section of the exhibit center
on the synagogue. Rich embroi-
dered torah covers and arc
curtains display the talents of the
Jewish artisans. Unlike exam-
ples from earlier gencranons,
these curtains remain Jewish in
both theme and form. Many of
these religious objects were
made and donated to the syn-
agogues by women.

Although Jews were confined
to the ghetto physically,they
were by no means intellectually
confined. One very interesting
object on display was a diploma
from the University of Padua
where a picture of a rabbi and
a doctor replaced that of the
Virgin and Child.

The fourth and final period
covered in the exhibit was from
1848, the beginning of the Italian
unification movement, to 1945.
This era is marked by an unprec-

plaster cast of the scene on the
arch of Titus depicting Roman
soldicrs carrying off spoils from
the sacked Temple in Jerusalem.
This evemt however, does not
mark the beginning of the
Jewish community in Rome.
The first Jews 10 settle in Rome
were the remainders of the
Hasmonaen emissaries sent

around 160 BCE, two hundred
years before Titus came to
Jerusalem. The exhibit emphas-
zes the use of mostly Pagan and
few Christian symbols in Jewish
art at this time. Symbols such
as crushed grapes and masks
were mixed with traditionat
Jewish symbols, most promi-
ncotly, the Menorah. Most of
what remains from that cra has
been found in the Jewish cata-
combs tn Rome.

I'he period between the fall
of the Roman Empire in the fifth
century and the penod of the
ciy-states in the founeenth
contury s covered only bnefly
in the exhbit. This era s marked
by a shift in the settiement of
the ltahan Jewish commumty
from the South to the North.
Whike Jews in Southern haly,

Lessons

cont. from p. 7 col. $

both his ume and asustance. |
look a1 the life of tvan Tilken
and | see an individual who
accomplished a great deal in a
very short penod of tme. His
goal was to rchieve the aches of
the world and to abolish the
apathy that pervades over us. 1t
s owr respoasibility to fulfill
ivan L. Tillcm's dream of “Tik-
kun Haolam™.

Thve Art of Jewieh
mnmmmwﬂ | Drwams |
W4, ol on carmas. Gallerta

O Arve Moderma, Rame.

Most Jewish Arl at this time
was produced under the patron-
age of nich bankens. Thus, coats
of arms frequently appear on the
art and artifacts such as manus-
cripts, Chanukiahs, and embror-
dered torsh ark curtains, The ant
in this period shows the extent
10 which the Jews in Raly had
absorbed the culture around
them while retaining their own
customs and traditions. Unhke
ant from the previous peniod you
don have the whokesake adop-
uon of other symbols. An inter-
oting exampie of secular influ-
ence is a sixteenth centary
Chanukia where the nine can-
dles were placed in front of a
model of a traditional Renais-

edenied acceptance of Jews by |

ftalian society. It saw the for-
mation of a Jewish landed
gentry. The artwork in this
section consisted primarily of

R photographic portraits of Nunes

Vais and pictures from a dozen
or more Jewish-italian artists.

The photographs docu-
mented the existence of the
prominent Jewish community in
ftaly. What was disturbing
about this last section of the
exhibit was the virtual absence
of Jewish imagery in the artists’
works. Of the two paintings that
were Jewish in theme, one, of
the Roman ghetto, was by a
pentile

One very disturbing conclu-
sion which the exhibit secms to
suggest is that the more accepled
Jews became in oulskde socety,
the lexs acceplable their rebgion
became to them. The periods of
greatest harmony between Jews
and Htahans coincded with the
ume that ant by Jewssh arusts
was indistioet as 1o at’s
Jewishness.

This exhibit will be on display
through February |, 1990 at the
Jewish museum.

Quayle
cont. from p. | col. |
Dr. Alan Dershowitz will be
receiving an award and speaking
at the convocation. Dr. Dersho-
witz is a graduate of Yeshiva
University’s Brooklyn high
school, and is, at present, a
member of Harvard University's
faculty

In summing up his thoughts
concerung the upcoming affair,

Dy, Milter concluded his

remarks by saying, “ths premuer
Jewish event 1 sure 10 be well
atiended, and 1 hope it will be
productive both in terms of the
amount of moncy raised and
that people will enjoy being with
e

it would scem then, that the
main critena {or determaning the
chanukah dinner honorees are
those who wall sttract the largest
crowd and raise the most

money

up of Rish on a
topic. They are presently stud-
ying the issue of the authorship
of the last eight verses in the
Torah, whether Moses or
Joshua wrote them, and what
status they deserve at the time
of Torah reading. Leah Brueck-
heimer, a student in both Beit
Midrash classes explained that
a Beit Midrash setting is “the
next step in Jewish Education,
where things are not taught to
you, rather you learn them
yourself.” Students are not
lectured on the information,

Sahba Azar

Rena Rivkin and Marc Kwestel Laura Greenfield and
Yossi Goldman Tracy Dalfen and Joey Goldstein Susan
Haber and Joel Hirschey Atara Wolinetz and Michael
Reichel Debbie Kalish and Yonach Ranells Rivkie
Stern and Yoel Newman Faranok Bandariza deh and

understand it properly He
continued to say that “in Jud-
aism there is a need to leam
Gemarah. Women need it just
as much as men and should be
offered the opportunity.” Rav
Aberman belicves that when
“women appreciate the depth of
Torah, there will be a more
intense observance of the Mitz-
ot.” He then elaborated, “If a
woman has a Ph.D in micro-
biology, how can you tell her
that in terms of Torah she
should learn it superficially?”

What more do you want?
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New and Improved
Freshman Orientation

by Orit Zevi

Stern College’s Freshman
Orientation this year differed
greatly from years past. A major
change was the eliminating of
the Big Sister program. Zelda
Braun, director of students
services, along with Ont Zevi
and Alyssa Mandel, co chair-
persons of orientation, decided
to replace the big sisters used in
former years with peer advisors.

According to the co chair-
persons, the idea of peer advi-
sors came about because they
wanted a small group of ded-
icated, qualified women to work
with the incoming students, as
opposed to using many women
who are not as willing to help.
A big problem in the past was
that some of the students volun-
teered to be big sisters so they
could move into the dorm
early.” The peer advisors were
a select group of upper-classmen
that were chosen by the chair-
persons. ’

There were-over 30 advisors
and each was assigned to a
group of eight students. The goal
of the program was for the
advisors to help the new students
with any problems they might
have adjusting to school, both
emotionally and educationally.
“My motivation to be a peer
advisor stemmed from the fact
that when I was a freshman, no
one came to help me. As an
advisor, [ was able to help those
who needed it. I think that the
program was extremely effec-
ive”, said Banji Latkin, a
sophomore at SCW.

Alyssa Mandel, co chair-
person of this year's orientation,
had these sentiments on the
program, “the responses on both
the part of the peer advisors, as
well as the incoming students,
was overwhelming and the
attendance and participation
levels were, really amazing. All
of our hard work had paid off
when we realized how successful
orientation had been.”

The program began with a
peer advisor/new student “get
together.” Each advisor was able
to meet her group of students
and begin orienting them about
college life and answering ques-
tions. The second day of Ori-
entation consisted of a breakfast
where Dr. Isracl Miller, Dr.
Norman Lamm and Ms. Judy
Paikin all welcomed the new
students.

This year’s “Night at the
Theatre™ was the most successful
event of its kind in Stern’s
history. Over 400 students from
Sterp and Yeshiva College
attended Neil Simon’s hit play,
Rumors.

The culmination of orienta-
tion consisted of a shabbaton.
Over 170 students attended and
the guest speaker was Rabbi
Tzvi Flaum. The Saturday night
event consisted of an “Evening
of Comedy™ at the Dairy Planet.

According to Cindy
Schlanger, SCWSC president,
“I found all of the programs to
be very successful. The students
all seemed to enjoy themselves.
1 hope the onentations of the

future will be as well organizes

as this year's was.”

(212) 730-0008

Shalom Kosher Pizza
{SRAELI FALAFEL
Under  Strict Supervision
Chalor Yisroe!

1000 - 6th Avenue
Corner 37 St
New York, N.Y. 10018

Heatwave In September Indoors :md

by Rena

It was one of the hottest and
most humid weeks of the year,
the week of September 10th and
Stern College's  dormitory,
Brookdaie Hall, had no air
conditioning. - As temperatures
soared in the high eighties and
nineties, students began to feel
as though they were living in a
furnace.

Some students battled the
unbearable heat by showering
several times a day. Others
engaged in water fights or

invested in fans in an attempt
to escape the suffocating heat of
Brookdale Hall. One enraged
student summed it up, “This
incident shows the lack of
respect that the administration
has for its students. They dont
tell us anythjng and they dont
offer any explanations.” Other
students commented that they
were anticipating the arrival of
winter.

When questioned, Dr. Efrem
Nuiman, Dean of Students at
Yeshiva, was quoted as saying,

“students who would like to
have window units installed in
the lounges to make it more
comfortable” should contact
him or Ms. Zelda Braun, Dr.
Nulman added, “1 know the
students are upset. Efforts are
being made to solve the problem
as soon as possible.”

The maintenance staff at
Stern refused to comment on the
probiem.

The air conditioner is
expected to be fixed by spring
semester if not soonert.

SCW (Gains 23 New Professors

by Shoshana Levine

The elevators of Stern Coliege
are more crowded and the
course catalogue is thicker this
semester. New professors are
replacing the ambiguous “staff™
listed after many courses at
registration last spring.

One may worry that the
expansion of an academic insti-
tution may bring feelings of
apathy and lack of attention
towards the students. The
increase of students in the last
few years also means an increase
in the size of the classes, and thus
possibly removing personal
touches that may have existed
beforehand. However, this is not
the case at Stern Coliege, which
is growing by leaps and bounds,
with more women enrolled in
the undergraduate program this
year than ever before. The
faculty is also expanding to
accommodate the increase in
students.

Stern College is unique in that

it maintains a low student-

faculty ratio, thus helping to
create close student-teacher
refationships. For example,
although all incoming freshmen
are required to take an English
Composition course, there is an
average of only 10-15 girls in
each class. This not only allows

. for the possibility of establishing
close ties between students and

by Simooe Rudoff

The freshman class of Sierm
College i3 a diverse group ol
individuals representing a broad
spectrum of Jewish women from
around the world, The five
percent not from the United
States come from countnes such
as France, lran, lsrael, The
Soviet Union, and Canada. The
remaiming  ninety-five percent
rep Jewnh o« S
throughout the United States,

Although fifteen percent of
this years class are early adms-
sions students, the average age
of incoming Freshman i con-
sistent with that found in most
other colleges.

Evetyn Peker, onginally from
the Soviet Union, expilained that
when ihe came (0 Amerca i
3 refugee seven months ago, the
Jewish organization which
asuisted her, recommended

stern Coliege. “1 have had no
formal Jewish studies and | hope
to learn as much as | can here.”
she said. “These past few days
I have seen for myself what a
great place Stern is.” Ms. Peker
added that in the short time she
has been here she has found her
fetlow students 10 be oulgoing
and greganous.

Most new students com-
menied favorably on the onen-
tation program. “Since ['m from
France. [ did not know anyone
at Stern College. Everyone I met
at the orentation bere was 0
warm though. [ have made lots
of friendds and the orientation
really helped™. said Helene
Mashah, a {reshman from Paris.

While students from abcoad
nave expressed differemt reasons
for comng to Stern, they all
sweem picased with the resuits.
Ms. Mastiah explainsd that she

e Sten ol Makes Up Frsiman Cls

had wanted to explore “another
world™, and to study in New
York because ! fove the ity and
like 1o meet American Jewish
people. It's very interesting »for
a French student to be a for-
eigner for a whike.”

Many of the freshmen spoken
1o explained that they chose
Stern for its dual curnculum.
Sharon Braftman of Holly-
wood, Flonda said. = 1 came to
Stern because | wanted 1o mix
academic excellence  with
Hebrew Studies. Stern is the
only place where | can accom-
plish this.” For another, the
religious atmospbere of Stern
attracted her. Jennifer Olives-
tone of Los Angeles, California,
commented "1 felt a demire to
renew my rehigiosity and my
fecling was that SCW was the
most conducive place 1o achieve
that goal”

teachers, as stated previously,
but also creates an atmosphere
which is conducive to true
discussion and learning.

In addition to more available
courses in the same subject, the
new faculty members allow for
courses to be available in special
fields and different areas of
interest. For example, there is
a new course being offered this
semester in Greek Civilization
for history majors: The Psychol-
ogy, Sociology, and Education
departments are expanding and
adding specialized courses in
various areas.

There are also additional
classes being offered in the
Judaic Studies Department in
lieu of students’ imcreasing
interest. Dr. Novetsky, one of
the new Bible teachers is the
second female Bible professor in
the college. Another Bible

instructor, Dr. Sykes, has
returned to Stern after a three
year leave of absence, during
which he only taught uptown at
Yeshiva college. Dr. Sykes
wished to return to Stemn since
“the women's interest in Tanach
is s0 strong, and it is refreshing
and a pleasure to teach here,”
Due to the vast number of new
courses and faculty members, it
is not possible to list all of them
in one brief article. It is impor-
tant to remember though, that
they were added for the benefit
of the students. “The professors
chosen to join the Stern faculty,”
commented Dean Bacon, “are
chosen because of their special
background and for their exper-
tise in their respective fieids.
Each onc adds an additional
dimension to academic oppor-
tunity in Stern in a very major
way.”

SSSB Events

Tues., September 26, 1989

(Van 7:00 p.m.

An Evening with the Major
Accounting Firms - Part 11
Arthur Andersen, Price Waterhouse,
Deloitte & Touche
8:30 p.m.- Room 418 Stem

tvan 7:45 p.m. - Parking Lot A)
wed., September 27, 1989
Belng Orthodox in the Business world -
An Halachic Perspective
Rabbi Tzvi Flaum
8:00 p.m. - Room 418 Stem

wed., October 4, 1980
How To Interview
Robert Doodian of Coopers & Lybrand
Club Hour 2:40-3:35 p.m.
Room 418 Stem

Tues, October 24, 1980
Interviewing workshop
Lisa Small & wendy Kaufman
8:00 p.m.- Room 418 Stem

Wed., October 25, 1960
* CAREER FAIR - Meet representatives
of accounting flrms, businesscs, com-
puter companics and MBA schools.
weissman Commons - Beifer Hall
800 p.m. (Van 7:00 p.m. Stem Dorm}

wed. November 1, 1980
Carcers In Marketing
8:30 p.m. - ROOM 418 Stern
- parking Lot A)
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Abow’s (Qorrner: %

by Nechama Goldman
My plans were to spend

me a ride from Rehovot to
Jerusalem late one Thursday
night. Two minutes into the

fourteen weeks in Isracl and I ~journey he brought up the two

was psyched for a summer
steeped in spirituality, The year
1 had spent in Isract at Michlal

issues I wanted to avoid: religion
and politics. After declaring that
all

had left me with memories of
learning and prayer at the Kotel,
Rabbonim arguing Talmud on
the street and bus drivers saying
Shabbat Shalom to me on
Friday. Although I wouldnY be
in Jerusalem, the Weizman
Institute where I was headed was
in Israel, and surely it was not
exempt from the spirituality I
was sure exuded from all four
corners of the land.

1 was part of a summer
student program geared for
college students interested in
research. We were all to be
assigned to different labs, but we
would be boarding together.
Lectures and trips would be
planned for us as a group.
Before 1 left, 1 had been warned
that Weizman was a very secular
place. The bulk of students
would not be religious. As for
a social life, I told my persistent
grandmothers that Weizman
was not going to be the kind
of place 1 would find their
grandson-in-faw.

Two weeks after 1 arrived in
Israel, I reported for work. My
roommate at Weizman was Sara
Weiss, a friend of mine from
Stern. [ was excited to be living

bers of Gush E
(a right wing, political, religious
group which advocates refusal
to negotiate with the Arabs)
should be dead, he attacked the
concept of a Jewish God, the
Torah and demanded to know
where God was when six million
Jews died. I managed to hold
my own. We parted on amiable
terms but, I was shaken. Occa-
sionally, I had to deal with anti
semitism in America, but in
isra¢l? and from a Jew?

The student pool was varied.
There were four religious stu-
dents including Sara and myself.
The rest of the students were
from the United States as well
as England, Poland, Germany,
Sweden and Japan. Not eve-
ryone was Jfewish (Weizman
prides itself on it's internation-
ality). We were surrounded by
people whose lifestyles were very
different from ours. Parties and
drinking were some favorite
activities after a2 day of work.
About once a week there was
dancing and beer in the student
iounge. I had nothing against the
parties, but I didn't have to come
to Israel for them. ! live in New
York City during the year and
1 wasn't prepared for the same

they were often misunderstood
by.the other students who feit
that the takanot made thou-
sands of years ago should not
apply to modern society.

The one ared in which our
differences flagrantly showed
was attitudes towards co-ed
relationships. Sara and 1 have
pretty definite attitudes towards
dating and at our age, marriage
isn't that far off. At least when
we go out, we have more on our
minds than a casual fling. Our
new friends found our descrip-
tion of Stern hysterically funny.
“You must be joking! Students
at your school are married?”
They would ask incredulously,
“What about careers? What
about fun? How can you marry
someone before living with him
for a while?” We would entertain
them for hours with stories of
girls who had gotten engaged
and married before graduating.
We were constantly being bom-
barded with questions about our
roles in Judaism. “Did we feel
inferior to men? Were we
allowed to think for ourselves?
Were we bothered by the fact
that we couldnt be called up to
the Torah? Did we feel like
potential baby machines?” 1
think that by the end of the
summer, they realized that as
Orthodox women, we were
intellectually and emotionally
satisfied with our lives. We had
proven to them, as best we

with her. The fact that we were
going (o be living in a different
world became evident from the
first day. Although my bunga-
low was “officially” female, men
were allowed everywhere at all
times, Needless to say, couples
did not limit themselves to subtle
hand holding. The first time
Jaime and Jodi walked out of
the shower together, Sara ran
into our room, slammed the
door and burst into tears. Stern
College had never been like this.
We had a lot to learn about
relationships in the non-
religious world.

No onc in my lab was reli-
gious; but, when they found out
that | wasnt a Kahane follower,
they basically left me afone. |
was only verbally attacked by an
Isracli professor once. He gave

scene in Israel.

It was so easy to seem like
everyone else. [ didn't have a
kippah to remind them that [
was religious and wearing skirs
wasnt so unusual. They didn'
see me davening or notice when
1 washed and benched for bread.
When they finally did notice,
they were constantly teasing me
about saying Grace. At times,
we desperately needed to know
that we were different, that our
choices had given us different
paths in iife. Sara and I would
g0 to 8 women's Gemarah shiur
once a week. We would try to
make a point ot discussing
Talmud 1n the student lounge in
order to prove to them {and to
us), that our lifestyles were
different. This often resulted in
interesting conversations but,

INTELLIGENTY
HELD WANTED

idle hours
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IF YOU CAN WRITE AND SPEAK
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WE WANT YOU!!

CALL 727-0610

AND DLEASE,
HAVE A COOD ATVITUDE!

could, that equality wasn’t
counted by the number of rituals
allotted to men or women. The
roles of each were reflected in
the laws assigned to the two
sexes. Our roles were as impor-
tant as men’s. Of course they
were different. Men and women
arent exactly alike physically or
emotionally and the Torah
assigned different jobs to each.
As with anyone, the lives we lead
depend on the amount of time
we are willing to put into
learming about the laws we are
keeping and the history and
phijosophy behind our religion.

The summer was a difficult
experience. The environment
was not conducive to true Torah
learning no matter how much
I tned. It was too casy to lapse
into the other students’ language

and see the world through their
eyes, even while sticking to the
“letter of the law™. I became less
bothered by the lifestyles they
led. However, every so often, the
contrast in worlds was obvious
and shattering.- Coming back
after Shabbat was always diffi-
cult. I felt as if I were living two
lives-one religious and one
secular. The two didn't seem to
combine.

1 spent a Shabbat in Rehovot
and though I was sleeping in the
dorm, I was eating at religious
people’s homes. Sara and | had
a nice dinner and great conver-
sation with a law student at Bar
Han who had just finished
Hesder. We were in good
moods, singing Shabbat songs
as we headed back to our room.
I remember walking into the
kitchen and bursting into tears.
Garbage had spilled onto the
floor, a radio was on, people
were walking around in shorts
and smoking. No one seemed to
know or care that it was Shab-
bat. Everything was so horribly
secular in a country that had
always epitomized Judaism to
me.

I never once envied the non-
religious life. It didn't seem to
me that the females on my
program were leading lives
superior to mine on an intellec-
tual or emotional level. Some of
them even seemed to be jealous
of my life and the direction in
which it was heading The last
week of the summer [ went to
the Kotel with a student from
Cambridge who had become a
close friend of mine. Afterwards.
as we walked into town he
turned to me with tears in his
eyes. *lt wont matter what you
do with your life, Nechama. You
know where you're going to be
in ten years, even Iwenty years.
It doesnt matter what career
you choose or graduate school
you go to. Your life has a
direction, a goal. Mine doesnt.
I'm sorry my life wont ever be
like that.” | was sorry 100, sorry
for him and for me. This
summer had taught me a lot of
valuable lessons about life, and
it hurt that [ had to learn them
in lsrael

If you

are inferested
in learning
about . . .
the business end
of a publication,
layout of a
TEWSpaper
Or writing news
and features articles
then you should
join the
Observer staff
see Deena 9

or Nechama 4h

for details
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A Word From Our Presidents

by Chayale Weissiman

For the past 2500 years, since
the Anshe Kenesset ha-Gedolah
arranged the Siddur, Jews all
over the world have gathered
three times a day to pray. But
today we often find it difficult
to daven, even as the holiest days
of the year approach, namely
Rosh ha-Shanah and Yom Kip-
pur. Modern man is accustomed
to immediate results; if we want
a soda we just drop a few coins
in a machine, for hot food, just
turn on the microwave. Prayer,
on the other hand, is intangible
and its rewards are not always
immediately seen. Even if one
is semsitive to the words of
prayer, one may still question
them. Forexample, how can one
be expected to say a heartfeit
prayer if the wording of prayer
is fixed? Why can't prayer just
be through thought? What is the
point of prayer all together?
These and other related ques-
tions and issues become more
significant during this month of
Elul.

TAC has therefore started its
“midot campaign” with the
midot of prayer. Each month
TAC will focus on different
midot and sponsor an event that
helps exemplify them.

As the Yamim Noraim, Days
of Awe, draw near, we become
introspective and try to improve
our deeds. One umportant way
to do this is through tefilah. The
crucial point to remember is that
we do not pray for G-d, but for
oursetves.

Some thmk that prayer is
nothing more than a means for

satisfying our material needs.’

But then, how can prayer, if it
is only a means of raising our
standard of living, be considered
the avodah sheba-lev — the true
service of G-d? Rav Yechezkiel
Lereustein of the Ponovezh
Yeshiva zatsa™ once explained,
“When a person recognizes that
there is none but He and that
all blessings come from
Him...then that person is very
near to G-d.” This is the objec-
tive of prayer, to bring man close
to Gd.

This concept helps us under-
stand how both asking G-d for
our needs and attaining a close-
ness to Hashem are accom-
plished through tefilah. Haza"
determined a fixed form of
prayer which mentions all of

dous appreciation and awe for
Him.

This realization is heightened
when we verbally express these

by Cindy T.

I would like to welcome
everyone to Stern College after
what | hope was an enjoyablk

by Dina Fricdmen
it's time to get down to
bumnn' Sy Syms School of

Stadent

Hoy

and thanksgivings.
Vcrbal fixed prayer allows man
to realize that he is totally
dependent on G-d. This feeling
of dependence fosters greater
love and service to Him.
Tefilah also serves as a time
for introspection. Just as we
would not ask a friend for a
favor before we apologized for
a wrongdoing, so too we cannot
stand before G-d unless we have
asked for forgiveness and
resolved not to sin again. In this
way, tefilah may be viewed as
a stepping stone for teshuvah.
Tefilah has the power to bring
us closer to G-d, as well as
raising the person to a new level,
worthy of a new fate. Man can

man’s true requir to
ensure that each person would
pray for his real needs.

But one may still ask why a
healthy man needs to pray for
health or a wealthy man for
wealth. The answer is that by
doing so, we are reminded that
neither of these things, nor any
of the other blessings we might
take for granted, are in our
control. Everything that we have
is a gift from G-d and must be
prayed for. If during our tefilah,
we would stop and think about
the fact that we are standing
before the creator of the world,
who is at that moment giving
us the greatest gift, namely life,
we could come to have tremen-

lly change his decree —
Teshuvah, Tefilah u-tsedakah
maavirin et roah ha-gezerah.
How then can we pass up this
incredible chance to daven as the
Yamim Noraim draw near?

TAC President
1989-199¢
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Student Council got off to a
great - beginning this year with
Freshman Orientation, a new
record was set at the Broad

council has &
full and exciting year planned
ahead.

Among the special programs
that arc being pltnned are
bb and

Theatre Party with almost 400
students in attendance. Be on the
lookout for more information
about the Broadway ticket
service run by Stern Coliege
Student Council (SCWSC).

Rabbi Tsvi Flaum, Mashgi-
ach Ruchani of SCW, and his
family joined over 200 students
for shabbat of the weck of
Orientation.

Coming up the shabbat of
September 22 is the SCWSC
and YCSC shabbaton. Dr
Lamm, President of Yeshiva
University and his wife will be
joining us as well as Mrs. Zelda
Braun, director of the office of
Student Services.

Another upcoming cvent is on

Magazine will be giving a sem-
inar on Magazine publishing.

1 urge students to get involved
in the college, it is yours to take
pride in.

SCW Student Council
President 1989-199¢
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SPORTS TRIVIA
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by Bsti Weber
To heighten sports awareness amongst Stern College Women,

The Observer will run sports quizzes throughout the year. Thig
quiz covers basic sports trivia that most peo le should be familiar

with. The difficulty of the quizzes will incréase with each issue.
Answers to the quiz should be submitted as soon as posaible to
Esti Weber room 17F. The first Stern College student to correctly
answer the quiz will receive a prize and will be mentioned in the
next issue of The Observer.

. Who is the manager of the New York Mets?

Who is the owner of the New York Yankees?

The New Jersey —————

What is the name of the New York hockey team?

Who wears #56 on the New York Giants?

Who is the quarterback of the New York Giants?
Besides being a top-seeded tennis player, the long haired
Andre Agassi is famous for what?

. Who defeated Chris Evert in her final U.8. Open appearance?
9.

Which bald seven foot two inch center recently retired from
pro basketball?

10. What is Dwight Gooden’s nicknams?
11. Who are the two West German tennis charnpions?

Freshman Class
Gains Government

by Banji D. Latkin and Channie
Weiss

The freshman class has cho-
sen its new representatives;
President Shanna Blaustein,
vice president Miriam Brown,
secretary Sheva Berezin, trea-
surer Ida Silfen and senator
Shani Falk.

President Shanna Blaustein, a
native of Far Rockaway, Long
Island formerly served as secre-
tary of her class in high school.
According to Ms. Blaustein, “1
want to have an input and get
involved in matters concerning
the school.”

Originally from New Orleans,
Louisiana, vice president
Miriam Brown is very excited
about her new position. After
serving on the board of her USY
chapter and being very involved
in her high school, Ms.Brown
feels very qualified to do a good
job.

Sheva Berezin, the newly
elected secretary from Teaneck,
always wanted to be a voice in
student government. “I want to
have an influence on the events
that the students take part.”

Treasurer Ida Silfen, went to

Yeshiva of Flatbush and lives in
Brooklyn. She has many cre-
ative ideas for freshman class
events. “l am very happy with
the atmosphere at Stern and [
want and plan to add to it.”

A native of Westhempstead,
Long Island, senator Shani Falk
always wanted to be actively
involved in her school’s policies.
“I want to be able to get other
people actively involved.” When
asked what her plans as senator
are, Ms. Falk responded, “Thope
to improve the school through
working with the rest of the
freshman class board. Together
we will make this freshman year
an exciting one.

Though all of the women are
very enthusiastic about their
new positions, one board mem-
ber was quoted as saying “I do
not really know what to do now
that ! have won.” One might
wonder what motivates students
to run if they are not sure of
what their job entails. It is the
responsibility of the student
council to orient prospective
candidates and inform them of
their responsibilities.

Memorial Funds for Tillem

The North American Conference on Ethiopian Jewry has established a fund
in memory of Ivan Tillem, the 36-year-old investment banker, lawyer and
philanthropist killed two weeks ago in an airplane crash in Ethiopia. The Ivan
Tillem Memonal Fund will be used to provide food, medical supplies and other
wid 1o Jewish families 1n Ethopma. Tillem was an advisory board member of
the conference. Donations can be sent to the conference at 165 E. 56th St New
York. NY 10022 Forinformation. call (212) 752-6340

Ohel Childrens Home und Family Services v Brooklva has also established
atund w Tillem’s memory The Ivan Tillem Memonal Summer Camp Scholarship
Fund. Ohel helps familics and dividuals with preventive care and counscling
services. group homes for the retarded and emotionally dissbled and foster care
programs. Fillem, who grew up under foster care, was @ member of Ohel's executive
development and capital campaign committees. Donations can be sent to Ohel
at 4423 16th Ave . Brooklyn, NOY. 11204, For information, call (718) 972-933%

T.OOK OUTT
for our October Issue on Feminism

IN MEMORY OF
IVAN TILLEM

The North American conference on Ethiopian Jewry (NACOES) miourns
the tragic loss i Ethiopu ol van Tillem, an active member o our Advisony
Board, 4 partcipant 1n 4 NACOFJ mussion to Fthiopia i 19%6. und
apersonal fricnd of many of our Board and members

Tn response to an overwhelming number of inquines and requests. we
are extabhshing the

IVAN TILLEM MEMORIAL FUND
FOR ETHIOPIAN JEWS
Contnbutions, which will be used tor the reliet of

Jewish families in Fthiopia, may be made 1o NACOL .
TS Fast Sth Street. New Yora, NY 10022 o 212 "526380
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