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by Sara Rudoff

At approximately 9:15 Tues-
day, October 31, fire alarms
echoed through the SCW school
building. Most students, believ-
ing this to be a fire drill,
grudgmgly climbed down the
stairs and out of the school
building. When students
reached the sidewalk, they were
soon met by ambulances and fire
engines. It became readily
apparent that this was not
sunply a drill.

Ms. Susan Weigl, a lab assis-
tant at Stern Coliege, had been
severely burned in the Biology
lab. She was preparing a routine
experiment far biology students,
1soiating chiorophyll, by mixing
acetone and spinach in a
blender. Sparks flew, and Ms.
Weigl’s blouse caught fire. She
ripped her shirt off, threw it into

Food Services
Committee
Cooks Up

[mprovements

by Cindy Tuckman

After an outcry from the
student body earlier this year for
meal plan reform, a new Food
Services Committee (FSC)
chaired by Elizabeth Botterman
and Esther Strauss was formed
at SCW. The new committee has
been acuvely trying to improve
conditions in the cafeteria as
well as incorporating student
deas into the Food Services
Department and Admunistra-
ton of Yeshiva University

An open sudent {orum was
held on Wi October
25tb by the SCWSE FSC. The
forum was primardy devoted o
problems that have ansen siwe
the beginning of the whool vear.
The Umversity's wdepeadent
Food Service Consuitant, John
Birchiteld, a  nauonally
renowned college food-services
advisor, discussed hus evaluauoa
of the {food plan and suggested
further changes 10 umprove te
plan. This summer, Mr. Birch-
fiehd suggested a mandatory
food plan for all dormmutory
ressdents. He feit that the only
way the mem:y couid stop

the hallway, and pulled the fire
alarm. Ms. Weigl’s neck, chest
and hands had been severely
burnt.

Mrs. Victory, the College’s
laboratory manager, was the
first person to arrive at the scene.
Victory had been workinig in the
chemistry laboratory on the fifth
floor when she heard the fire-
alarm, and she decided to leave
the school building in case it was
a real fire. As she went down
the staircase of the old wing, she
noticed something shiny in the
third floor haliway. Mrs. Vic-
tory stepped into the hallway
and saw a blouse on fire. Weigl,
urged her to get help. Victory
frantically ran down the stairs
to notify the office. Dr. Bur-
dowski, Dr. DeSantis, Clarin
Barrett, school painter, and a
security guard rode the elevator
up to the fourth floor. When
they found no fire, they raced
down to the third fleor lab
where they spotted Susan Weigl
in the haltway.

D Bavdswaki' said she was
“shocky:but alright.” He then
grabbed the fire extinguisher
from his laboratory and put out
the fire in the hallway. Weigl
mentioned that a fire was still
burning in the preparation
room. There; Dr. Burdowski
found plastic and paper on fire,
extinguished it, and opened a
window to release the fumes.

Mr. Barrett helped Susan to
the elevator and brought her to
the admissions office. Barrett
said that when he found Weigl
she was in serious pain and that
pieces of her fingertips were
severed. Once in the lobby, he
sprayed first-aid spray from the
guard’s first-aid kit over her
burns.

The facuity of the Admissions
Office reacted immediately.
Dean Ethel Orlian called 911
and was instructed to pour cold
water on Weigl's burns, while
Mrs.Zeida Braun, head of Stu-
dent Services, called Hatzolah.
Three minutes from the time of

the cali, Hatzolah arrived. Two
fire cogines, a fire car, and a
rescue team joined soon afer.
By 9:35, the police were on the
scene. Hatzolah treated Weigl
and brought her to the Corneil
Medical Hospital Bures Unit.
There, she Was piaced it a great

tub of water to treat hér burns. :

By 5:35 p.m., Weigl condition
was reported as being “fair”.

By 9:36 a.m., word came that
the fire had been extinguished.
Dr. Burdowski escorted the
firefighters to the scene of the
fire. The firemen made sure that
the fire had beea contained and
that the fumes had dissipated
before allowing students to
return to their classes.

Much speculation has ensued
as 1o whag-exactly caused the
fire. Acetone is a chemical that
is highly flammable at extreme
temperatures. The fire chief told
The Observer that = an old and
faulty blender coukd provide a
possible explanation.” Dean
Ortian suggested two hypothe-

Senator Winikow Addresses SCW

by Rima Hain and Malkie
Mulben

The J.P. Dunner Political
Scence Sockety and the Seern
Coliege Student Council spon-
sored an cvening oa the topk
of Jewish Womxcn in Podifics.
The program, which took place
on October 31 st Koch Audi-

wumcd:annnuvum

the blender and become flam-
mabie. ‘According to Dr. Bur-
dowski, thefe wasno explosion.
However,there is no evidence of
an open fire.The chemicals, he
explained, could have splashed
out of the glass container and
ignited.

Both students and faculty
were very upset over the ing-
dent. Mss.Victory said, *it's ao
one’s fault, these things hap-
pen”.Dr Burdowski added “we
wish Ms.Weigl the best... she's
an amazing young woman with
a tremendous amount of wear-
with-afl™.

by Debby Adaron )
On Sunday, October 8 at
approximately 1:00 am., three
Brooklyn College students;
Steven Eilat, 18, Josh Fogel, 19,
and Steven Weishburg, 19, were

attacked in a racial incideat.
According to the New York
Times, two of the students left
a party at the Hillel House of
Brookiyn College to purchesc
some juice from a local store

when “three assailants strode up
to Mr. Welsburg and Mr,
Fosd-..adb,-m
saw her licence piates and Semitic epithets st them.” The
looked into the car, only to sce  TSPOSt quoted Sand-
2 woman whom they agumed 7308 who thint a short
could not be 3 semstor. They COUMTSalion wemt
were conviaced thet i was & (h¢ punches hegan.
prison break because how could Continised on page 13,
a woman possibly be a scaator”? .
the police thax indoed the was In'nnslmm o
[ ¥y revealing her
M“d:mu:: Interview with
hard work sk gecacversace i | Blu Greenberg ... .p.6




Editorial
Student Reaction
Is Cause For Alarm

The reaction of SCW to the alarm set off on the morning of
the biology lab fire was potentially disastrous. A large portion
of students and faculty assumed that it was not a serious matter
“but only a fire drill.” Some prof inued to conduct classes
even after the alarm went off. In the cafeteria, diners went on
eating, oblivious to the tumult overhead. Despite the danger posed
by riding the elevator during the event of a fire, many students
chose to do so in an effort to avoid the heavy traffic of the stairways.

It is disgraceful that it takes an emergency situation to raise
the awareness of the enormity and importance of safety procedures.
By law, people are required to a building when the alarm
goes off. It is inconceivable that they should ignore the possibility
of real emergency.

Students and faculty at SCW must be made aware of safety
and evacuation procedures. Last Tuesday, the location of the fire
was initially unknown. Not knowing where the dangerous area
is compounds the need for speed and organization when leaving
the building. There must be no hesitation when responding to a
fire alarm.

Secretary Of State

Cooks Up PLO State
For Israel To Swallow

Is Secretary of State Baker cooking up a PLO state for Israel?
Forty one years after the establish of Israel, women at SCW
need to remind our {riends in the United-States State Department

wlmAmNewMN.Y.l"
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Risking Harm to the
Student Body
To the Editor:
o I am compelled to write this
To Each Her Own Efforts for Library letter regarding a matter of great
Te the Editors: . concern in the student body: the
. . To the Editors: - a
Torah U'Mada is what In a past issue of the Observer surprisingly small membership

Yeshiva University is all about.
Day after day, students sit in
their classrooms learning about
the importance of camaraderie,
ethics and virtues in the Torah.

the students expressed their
appreciation for the renovation
of the North Wing of the Hedi
Steinberg Library. The students
thanked the administration in

that activisnris ot dead:

The New York Times and other publications try to cast the
Jewish state in the role of the aggressive Goliath while depicting
the Arabs as Davids-helpless victims. Perhaps subconsciously
drawing from the media's absurd and obscene analogy, Palestinian
gangs resort to sling shots with steel ball bearings, stones, cinder
blocks and Molotov cocktails to wage their daily war against our
brothers and sisters throughout Israel. Seretary of State Baker
has legitimatized the PLO-an organization of terrorists and
murderers dedicated to destroying the “Zionist entity”™ Yasser
Arafat talks with a forked tongue issuing contradictory
communiques in English and Arabic, while the US State
Department and Jewish liberals applaud.

We believe that Arabs already have their state. 76.99 of Palestine,
today called Jordan, was established by the British to give Arab
Palestinians their homeland. Arabs who wish to hive peacefully
in Isracl may do so and enjoy, like other citizens, the fruits of
lsrael’s peaceful development. Those who are not satisfied should
consider moving to one of their 21 Arab states or to Jordan, their
designated homeland.

Stern Coliege women should make our support of Israel loud
and ciear. Demonstrate your support by writing to President Bush
at: The White House, 1600 Pennysylvania Avenue, Washington
DC

Announcing...

EVENING
WALKING
SERVICE

bet. Brookdale Hall & the Stern School Building
Betinning Mon, Nov. 6th
Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday Nights
9:30 BHWSCWI:338CWtc BH
10:00 BH to SCW 10:03 SCW to BN
11:00 BHto$CW 11:03 SCW to BH
11:50 Stern lo Bt via Yan
Dicase make use of this service srovided by
Yeshiva Univensity Security, thanks 1o the coop-
erative efforts of Mr. A, Hovt, Mrs. 1. Bvaun and
Rachel Mohl,

“Then, why do some umdenti-
iable students at Stern College,
insist on stealing the New York
Times from those students who
are not willing to wake up at
the crack of dawn 1o get it?
Many subscribers have been
complaining about their paper’s
absence when coming down
after 10 am to retrieve it. What
1s going on? If some students at
Stern College cannot be honest
about a fifteen dollar subscrip-
tion to the paper, how can they
be honest in life? What are they
doing at Stern if they are going
against everything that they are

being tuught!
There hase been many sug-
gestions as to how o alleviate

the problem. Reabisteally, there
should not be @ problem. There
should be honesty and trust
amongst students. I someone
who does not subscribe 1o the
paper wanthy o read it she
should get together 40 cents. yo
to the store and buy one?

Bany Latkin SCW 92

b

DO
FORGET TO
VOTE!

general, but in light of the
tremendous efforts of all those
involved, 1 think we should
recognize them by name.

Dean Pearl Berger and Dean
Karen Bacon who have worked
on this projct from s very

inception and  have been
involved in every minute detail
throughout.

Jeff Socol for all the mainte-
nance assistance.

Pedro Gonzales and his crew for
the construction,

Steve Berkowitz and Sam Man-
delbaum and their househeeping
crew for their help,

Duoug Rogers tor the top of the
tine heating and ventidation
sslems,

Fay Blazer tor ha usetul wput
and ads e,

Jeit Rosengarten with the assis-
tance of Pauta Baumser lor
vourdinaling aii the ctforts. and
Dr Sheidon Sovel tor his ongoe-
ing support

We would abo bike to revognue
Grerald Clark, the archiwest, and
Quick. the snaterior
dengner. tor tar cudinbulions

Nusan

Yours lraby,

Protewsor Fdih Lubetsi,

of the “Late Night at the Library
Club™ of which I am an active
member. For those students
unfamiliar with our club, I will
provide a brief history. The
“Late-Night” club is onc of the
oldest organizations on campus
whose members espouse a vari-
ety of majors. Club members are
students who are forced or
prefer 1o spend long nights in
the library. The low membership
1s hardly due to the Might”
workload of the average Stern
Coliege student or a lack of
research papers assigned.
Rather, it is the fear of walking
back to the dorm unprotected
that prevent students from
joining our club. Infact, LNLC’s
members anticipate an increase
in membership due to the newly
renovated and improved Heidi
Steinberg library. 1 would like
o propuse a simplke solution,
which ts by no means an onginal
one. Secunty guards should be
required to wajk students back
and forth from the school buikd-
ing W the dorm from mme to
clven at (wenty runute wnter-
valy. This would greatly reduce
the rsk of boadily harm resutting
from the use of the Lbrany and
simuitancously increase the
aumbers of students who would
us¢ the Library at mght Such a
policy would demonstrate an
overall concern for the safety of
ihe student bods

Loa Lasher

SUW 9

SBSEINITOIRS

Pisese be advised hat you must bring $150.00 worth of ads or you will not resetve & yearbeek.
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Opinion
EDITOR’S NOTE

by Deena Yellin

Racism is probably the most
volatile and divisive issue in New
York City today. The attention
paid to racial harassment, much

the notion that there was a
deeper underlying motivation
for the attack. Had it been
treated as what it was, a brutal
sexual attack, it would not have

of it medi d, lasts well
beyond pameular bias incidents.
It has become so ingrained an
issue that it has arguably been
the central focus of the mayoral
race. .

At a time when it is so
fashionable to expose and chal-
lenge racism it seems odd that
other forms of prejudice such as
anti-Semitism and sexism do
not receive the same level of
attention. The recent anti-
Semitic attack at Brooklyn
College is a manifestation of this
phenomenon. From the outset
there were those who attempted
to deny the anti-Semitic nature
of the crime. Brooklyn Borough
President Howard Golden was
quick to arrive at the scene and
claim that the attack was not
connected to anti-Semitism. He
pointed out that one of the
attackers had a Jewish father (as
if that were sufficient proof?)

The downplaying of anti-
Semitism did not stop there. The
Reverend-Al-Sharpromamd-fiis-
followers used the occasion of
a recent Oprah Winfrey segment
featuring family of the Brooklyn
College victims to incite a heated
discusston on racism. With
Sharpton dominating the talk
show, anti-Semitism had been
upstaged once again.

While anti-Semitism is not in
vogue, sexism does not fare
much better. Last spring’s brutal
rape and assault of the Central
Park jogger was followed with
denials by Sharpton that the
wilding had any racial motiva-
tion. The attack was also inter-
preted in sociceconomic terms,
as if to shift the guilt away from
the gang members onto the
victim. The attack, it was
argued, was an expression of
anger on the part of the lower
classes towards the upper class.
It took a New York Thmes Op-
Ed pwce by Brooklyn D.A,
Elizabeth Holtzman to pownt out
what should have been glanngly
obvious. The jogger was
assaulted, above all because she
Was 4 woman.

Part of whar undoubtably
geoeraled the media hype was

d the same (call
it wﬂdmg, gang rape or any‘thmg
else it is still the sarne thing).

Perhaps if sexual harassment
was given the same attention as
racial assaults it would become
clear just how highly pervasive
sexism is in our society. Sexism

Learning

From Our Radical Feminism
Denounced

Mistakes

by Nechama Goldman

For the third time since I've
come back from my year in
Israel a year and a half ago, the
New York Times Magazine has
featured the intifada as it's cover
story. Again last Sunday I
picked up the magazine to find
myself face to face with three
Arab youlhs ﬁghtmg for their

is probably the most p
form of prejudice today. Besides
the physical abuse of women,
there is pormography, not to
mention the more subtle forms
of exploitation of women.

JAP bashing, a bizarre com-
bination of sexism and anti-
Semitism, seems to get ignored
twofold. The term is down-
played to such a degree that it
is 2 more acceptable part of our
vocabulary than any other slur
used in connection with an
ethnic or societal grouping. JAP
bashing, which has occurred at
a large number of college cam-
puses in America, includes
activities such as verbal assaults
on Jewish women, anti-JAP

—articles—ard- graffii. Cornelt’s

humor magazine appropriately
named Lamatic, ran a full page
piece in the Spring 1988 issue
titled “Japs-B-Gone, A handy
info Packet for the Home Exter-
minator.” The article lists
methods by which to eliminate
JAPs such as, “A solution to the
JAP problem is when they go
to get nose jobs tie their tubes
as weil!” and “Sell them gaudy
goid necklaces that shrink in the
heat.” The term Jewish Amer-
ican Princess (denotes greed,
materialism and spodedncs) is
rarely used in connection with
males, as if to imply that men
cannot share the same traits.

It is all wo casy to overlook
the fact that other forms of
prejudice exist and are just as
sericus as racism, regardiess of
whether the media covers it. As
Jewish women, we are the
potential targets of both anti-
Semitism and sexism. But even
a3 the polential target, we are
in danger of sccepting the

but we canaot. We
must be aware of them and oot
be afraid to expose and chal
ienge those prejudices.

reirran

tand which just happens to
be my homeland: Israel.

World opinion does not know
whose side to be on. Certainly
the Arabs in Gaza are the
downtrodden members of a
country that is not their own but
it would be unfounded and
unfair to say that theirs is the
only side of the story.

Unfortunately, only one side
of the story is really being
portrayed. Recently, I spoke
with the non-Jewish woman 1
work for about the Arab-Israchi
conflict. She is a very liberal
woman who is involved in all
sorts of causes for different races
and religions. Certainly not an
anti-semite, she is very pro-
Jewish and pro-Israel, at least
until the intifada started. The
media has done a good job of
showing Arabs being beaten by
Israeli soldiers, women being
carried out of their homes
screaming into the street, and
especially children being bru-
taily injured and sent to jail. Her
feelings were that, although in
many other places in the world
worse things occur in occupied
termitories every day, Israel was
different.She and her friends
expected more from her.

They saw Israel as handling
their Arab problem with more
h ity despite the animosity,
than most countries induige in.
This was warmly applauded by
the non-Jewish American com-
munities until two Years ago.
Now Israel is “just like everyone
else.”

Workd Jewry has been slow
to come to Israel’s defense since
the intifada staried. However, it
is crucial that tiey begin to
speak up in favour of lsrael, even
if not agreeing with the intifada

by Banji D. Latkin

The word feminism has
always conjured up in my mind
images of women burning their
bras and radicals fighting to
change what they believe is a
“man’s world” into a “woman's
world.”

A more concise definition of
the term feminism, found in the
Penguin English Dictionary is,
“the advocacy or pursuit .of
women’s rights, interests, and
equality with men in political,
economic and social spheres.”

To me, that seems 1o be a very
logical concept. Everyone wants
to be treated equally. Unfortu-
nately, some women are going
to extremes in order to prove
a simple point.

A friend of mine attended one
of the “sister schools.” (This
particular school happens to be
located only 82 blocks away
from Stern College.) She entered
college as a free thinking, logical
woman. After four years of
women's studies classes, she
graduated this fine institution
with a degree in radical femi-
nism. She changed her life style
completely. She maintained that
men do not have to shave their
legs-why should women? Men
get alivahs, why shouldn’t
women? In my naive eyes, she
seemed strange, a bit eccentric
perhaps: but, all of her friends
were the same way. She may
have been the norm, but cer-
tainly not normal.

{ support the women's move-
ment when they lash out at the
unfair treatment of women in
the work place. But, dont they
realize that, indeed, we are
different? Men do not have to
take off several months to have
babics nor do they suffer from
PMS (pre-menstrual syn-
drome). In this type of situation,
women are different but equal.
Women can maich men intel
lectually; therefore, they can
achieve the same goals and
vocational positions as men.
However, if women are going 10
c to have child

and how it's being handled. iheir
silence can only be detrimental

Contismaed on pege 15.
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The Village Voics Nowamber 7, 1909 using Asti-Sewitions o combet racium.

are oot going to be able to
hande the same work load as
men.

controversy, but she was per-
fectly correct in her ideas.
Wormen can do everything, but
having children is their birth
right, and they should be able
to have the time to care for them.

Another aspéct of feminism
that bothers me is the issue of
women in Judaism. There are
several articles in this issue that
deal with women trying to
maintain “religious equality.”
They feel that Judaism is geared
toward men, and they are not
being treated fairly. During
Simchat Torah, a few of my
friends were bothered by the fact
that the men could dance with
Torah and they could not. If
women were supposed to have
the same roles as men, we would,
but, the fact is, we don'. Any
Orthodox woman who is
bothered by her role in religion
and wants to make a change is,
in effect, trying to play G-d.
How can she try to change
something that has been estab-
lished for thousands of years?
We learn that we are supposed
to follow what is writien in the
Torah, not change it around to
suit our needs.

The women in the Conserva-
tive and Reform movements are
no better, perhaps even worse.
The other day | was walking by
the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary. To my surprise, | noticed
a woman walking around with
a yalmukah on her head. Right
there, in the middie of New York
City, 8 woman with a yalmukah.
I was going to ask her if she
was a rabbi, but heid back. A
few years ago, | attended a
reform Bat Mitzvah. Aside from
the fact that there was a choir
{compiete with an organ) during
the Friday night service, the girl

Contisssed om page 12.

Yeshiva
University
Undergraduate
Career Week

In the work place, there S| 1172789 Mon:
two tracks; One is known as -
Yast track® and the other i | popocey et MBS
referred to as the “mommy
vack.” The latter of the two 11/28/89 Tue:
terms has an ob “Graduste School Night™
women with children who would
like to continae working have 11;29/89 Wed:
a schedule that caters Lo their *Careers in Israel™
needs. 1o my Gpinicn, this is a
blouxoth:fyemnhtm 12/4/89 Mon:
According to their beliefs,

women are just M strong and
aup-hb-mwmn.
do they need AOCOBMENO-
dations? | give & ot of crodit to
Felice Schwarts who g coined
the term “mommy treck ™ Her
article was the subject of much

“Work and Family”

All SC and YC Students
are inviked
Koch Auditonem
800 P.M.
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Politics
Keeping On
the Mayoral

by Elizabeth Botterman

.Name-calling, mudslinging,
bantering and rhetoric have
been the earmarks of this year’s
New York mayoral race. With
less than two weeks to the
election, many voters are still
unclear as to what each candi-
date hopes and promises to
achieve as the next mayor of
New York City. David N. Din-
kins, the Democratic candidate,
and Rudolph Giuliani, endorsed
by the Republican and Liberal
parties, have still been unable to
agree 10 even one debate.

The latest poll shows a sig-
nificant gain by Giuliani on
Dinkins. Whereas Dinkins had
been leading by an average of
twenly points or more, he is
presently leading by only five
percentage points. Many see the
viability of a Giuliani win if he
can attract the predominantly
Democratic Jewish vote. It
appears that the undecided
Jewish vote could be a deciding
factor {or either candidate.

Recently, many Jewish voters
have left the Democratic camp
because of their fears of anti-
Semitism. They cite Dinkins’

Top of
Campaign

He supports moving the United
States embassy to Jerusalem
and wants to continue aid to
Israel.

RACE RELATIONS

Dinkins, as the first black
mayor of New York, hopes to
banish the racism that is
entrenched in the city. He feels
that because so many Jews are
presently supporting him, he can
bridge the gap between Jews and
Blacks.

Giuliani wants to stop racism
and bigotry by having different
groups work together within his
administration. He realizes that
in order for the city to be run
properly everyone must work
together.

FIRST PRIORITIES
IF ELECTED
MAYOR

Iinkins wants to work on the

prior connecnion 16 Touis Far-
rakhan and his present associ-
ation with the Reverend Jesse
Jackson. Farrakhan made ene-
mies and headlines when he
called Hiter “a great man”™. Jews
have been wary of Jackson ever
sinee his infamous remark refer-
ring  to New  York o oas
“Hymictown™

ON JEWS AND
ISRAEL

Dimkins » outspoken i his
support for dsrael and said he
would not welcome any visity
trom Arafat. In 1975 he founded
the Black American In Support
of Iyrael Committee. He ran full
page ads denouncing the United
Nations® resolution equating
Zionsm with racism, and tra-
velled to Munich and Dacau 1o
protest President Reagan's visit
to the Bitburg Cemetery. Din-
kins asked that the issue of
Soviet Jewry become a top
prionty. He supportsy fsrael’s
right 10 secure borden, but docs
not feel the Umited States should
get oo involved in the pobtics
of Israel.

Giuliant, as dnstrt attoroey
tought to depont notonous ex-
Nazis such as Boleslav, Ma-
kousky and Karl Linnas. He
personally argued to close down
the PLO office in New York and
went 10 Washington in (9§57 to
demonstrate on behalf of Sovier
Jewry. He worked with the
Board of Education to establish
a curniculum to teach school
children about the Holocaust.
Giuliani opposed the establish-
ment of a PLO state, and
recognizes the fact that the PLO
15 still @ terronst organization.

budget, crime and drugs. In
addition he would will work to
improve education, housing and
health care.

Giuliam’s goal s to banish the
sense of hopelessness in the aity
and make people {eel that they
can put an end to the dechne
of the ey, He wants to attack
cnime, drugs and the budget.

HOMELESS IN
THE SUBWAY

Dunkies feels that no matter
whom the person s, whether
rsch or poor, if he s infringing
on others” rights, he must be
removed. The person i not
being kicked out because he s
homeless, but rather as a result
of his behavior. He feels that we
must protect the rights of others

Gushiani admits that home-
lessness s a multifaceted prob-
lem, and includes the problems
of mentul sllness, drugs, and
crime. The ity should set up
fescue missions where homeless
peopie could be heiped. He also
advocates more single room
occupaney  unmits for  the
homeless

CRIME IN
THE SUBWAY

Innkans proposes placing
police on every train. He feels
1t could take up to four years
10 acheve this

Giabians wants police offiers
n the subway to walk a beat;
they shouid not only be on trains
but on the platforms, where over
two thirds of subway crime
occur,

Arens Optimistic
About Israel’s Future

by Rachel Mohl

On Tuesday, September 26,
a group of Stern College stu-
dents attended a lecture given by

Hon. Moshe Arens, Israel’s
Foreign Minister. The Stern
women were only part of the
farge crowd that gathered at the
Park East Synagogue to hear
Arens speak. The lecture was
sponsored by the New Leader-
ship Organization of the Jewish
Community Relations, Council
and many important officials
and delegates were in
attendance.

After the national anthems,
Mr. Arens was introduced by
James Tisch and Rabbi Marc
Schnier. Both spoke of our
responsibility to assist Israel so
she may grow and remain
strong. The hope for a year of
commitment to “cementing the
link™ between the New York
Jewish community and israel
was expressed along with wishes
for a peaceful new year.

Arens began by telling of his
pride in representing a “small
but unique country” as well as
Jews throughout the world. He
described his mixed emotions
about serving as Israel's Foreign
Minister. To him, it is both a
burden and a pleasure.

He specifically spoke about
his visit to Kenya and Budapest,
Hungary. Arens met with dele-
renewed diplomatic ties with
Israel. He recalled these as two
of the most moving moments of
his nine months in office.

Arens spoke in New York at
the time of his first appearance
at the Umted Nations General
Assembly. He related informa-

tion about his talks with Pres-
ident Bush and Secretary of
State James Baker. It was
necessary for him to convince
the "Americans that “we want
peace” despite the fact that Israel
will not make concessions in the
Middle East peace process.

Arens supported Prime Min-
ister Yitzchak Shamir’s peace
initiative which he believes
introduced new momentum into
the deliberations. He blamed the
lack of understanding of Israel’s
position on a lack of commu-
nication and  Hasbarah
(explanation).

He described his plans and
hopes for strengthening Israel
economically. He feit that the
country needs to restructure its
work force to utilize the skills
of the people. This revitalization
of Israel’s economy is dependent
on the renewal of Lavi Fighter
Plane Project according to the
Foreign Minister. Many new
Jjobs are needed for the expected
influx of new Soviet immigrants.

Arens spoke informally with
a sense of humor and confi-
dence. He was optimistic about
the future, saying we must “stay
the course with patience and not
give up hope.” Israels cause is
just; therefore, despite the slow
process, success is inevitable.

Arens stressed unity as the
ideal that will bring a bright
future. Despite the current
Knesset with political rivals
sitting  together, Israel must
“present a united front to the
world and speak with one
voice.” Arens concluded by
wishing the audience a good
year and, more impontantly, a
vear of unity.

X -

- Anti-PLO
Demonstration

by Karen Pruzansky

Before the holidays, ninety
Jewish students from neighbor-
ing New York City colieges
gathered in a peaceful protest
outside of the PLO mission.
They fervently expressed their
objection to the United States
granting a visa which would
allow the infamous Yasir Arafat,
leader of the Palestinian Liber-
ation Organization, entrance
into the United States in order
to address the United Nations.
The protest was sponsored by
NYSIPAC (New York State
Israel Public Affairs Commit-
tee),> a bipartisan student
organization.

The demonstration outside of
the PLO mission in New York
not only brought much media
attention, but it also attracted
the New York city mayoral
candidate Rudolph Giuliani. As
a former U.S. attorney, Giuliani
had vehemently argued the case
to close down the PLO office
in New York. David Dinkins,
Giuliani’s opponent in the New
York city mayoral race, was also
issued an invitation but was
unable to attend.

The United States govern-
ment’s current policy, which
would deny Arafat entrance into
the United States, could change
under the Bush administration.
Students are not the only ones
who are voicing their concerns.
A bipartisan letter opposing the
reversal of this policy has been
sent to Secretary of State James
Baker by sixty-eight senators.
Another letter initiated by
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives indicates that “grant-
ing Arafat a visa would be
wereconcilable with  United
States law.”

YU desmonstrators outside the PLO missics.

7:45 Lot A)

Sy Syms Events

Wednesday, November 8, 1989 8:15 PM Room 418 Stern [ VAN

Wed., Nov. 15, 1989 8200 PM Room 411 Beller (VAN 7:00
Stern Dorm] . .. Commodity Traines Program w/Philipp Bros.




October/November 1989

The Observer

Page S

Around The Campus-

Potvan Resigns
as Pre-Health
Sciences Advisor

by Sandra Schneider

Dr. Potvin resigned from his
position of pre-health sciences
advisor on November 1, 1989.

In explaining his resignation,
Dr. Potvin admitted that “The
timing of my resignation is not
optimal,” since the busiest time
for advising begins in April and
continues throughout Novem-
ber of each year. He revealed
that he is “under a lot of pressure
to publish and research. [ have
been an assistant professor since
1980 -a long time to stay at one
rank. I cannot advance myself
academically unless I publish at
a significant rate.”

It seems that the current
policy of the University is that
anyone who is not publishing
will not be promoted. Dean
Rosenfeld of Yeshiva College
and Executive Vice President
Egon Brenner have indicated
that Dr. Potvin needs to pubhsh
in order to justify promotion.

In order to remain on the
facuity, Dr. Potvin must teach

at least six hours a week. This
is in addition to the research and
to his role as advisor to the pre-
health science majors.

According to Dean Ephram
Nulman, Yeshiva University
officials have been looking for
a replacement for three. weeks.
They have put out a large
advertisement in .he New York
Times. Although Dr. Potvin
agreed when he was asked to
continue as pre-health sciences
advisor until a suitable replace-
ment could be found, he was
later told it would not be
necessary.

In the interim, a committee
has been formed. Two facuity
members on each campus in
collaboration with Dr. Steve
Lazar, an assistant dean at the
Albert Einstein College of Med-
icine (AECOM), are maintain-
ing the advisorship position.

Dr. Potvin suggested that it
would be beneficial for SCW
students to have an advisor who
could teach in addition to
advising on a weekly basis.

From Across The Sea—

Avi Weiss Protests at

Auschwitz

by Sboshana Levine

Whether he’s travelling to
Moscow, to Geneva, or to
[Hlinois prisons, Rabbi Avi
Wetss is always on the move.
This strong Jewish activist,
pulpit rabbi and faculty member
of Stern College is actively
involved in every Jewish polit-
ical issuc, including Soviet
Jewry, the Pollards, and now the
latest one- Poland. Three
months ago, Rabb: Wes ied a
group of peopie to Poland to
protest against the Carmelite
convent located at the Ausch-
witz death camp. )

The convent was extablished
s 1984 when a group of nuns
wok over the building at the
entrance 10 the camp. For three
wmkwnhkadasconunmﬂy

d agains: the location of
ln: convent al a site 30 biterly

ative of the gr
uagedv that ever befell the
Jewish people. In 1987, faced
with mounting opposition.
Roman Cuhohc representa-

By July 1969, the convent,
which not only had not been
relocated but  was  being
cxpanded and refurbished,
became the target of Rabdbdi

Weiss's demonstration. As the
leader of the demonstration,
Rabbi Weiss stated, “We came
to Auschwitz in the spirit of
Martin Luther King to peace-
fully raise a voice of moral
conscience. We did not imagine
we ‘would challenge s0 many

Chemistry in Action at Magic Show

by Sarah May

October 30—November 3 was
declared National Chemistry
Week by the American Chem-
ical Society, and the Stern
College Chemistry Ciub cele-
brated. this event with gusto. In
the hopes of making students
aware of the chemicals they eat
everyday, posters illustrating the
molecular structures and the
food sources of various chem-
icals (amylopectin, lactose, amy-'
lose, cellulose, sucrose, vitamin
B, vitamin A) were posted in the
school cafeteria. On Wednes-
day, Nov. 1, during Club Hour,
the Chemistry Club presented
Chemagic, a show illustrating
the wonders of chemistry.

Delegates from each chemis-
try class participated. Tamara
Draizen and Monica Kreiger,
from General Chemistry, using
redox reactions turned a penny
into silver and then gold.
Nechama Goldman, of the
Organic Chemistry class, repro-
duced Lot’s wife by building a
pillar of salt from a supersatu-
rated sodium acetate solution. A
gel filtration of haemoglobin
was presented by Heather Rush
and Sara Weiss of the Biochem-
istry class. Sarah May, Organic
Chemistry student and co-
President of the Chemistry
Club, created a polyamide film
and made nylon. Atara Kane

ogized. And finally, Polish
Deputy Foreign Minister Jan
Majewski declared, “Because of
the latest incidents at the Car-
melite convent at Auschwitz, the
government has decided to
intervenc to insure its removal ™
This statement was eventually

* But chalk they
did. This group was attacked by
Polish workers and castigated
by tw Polish press. They were
vebemently denounced by the
Polish Cardinal Jozef Gierop,
and were even described in some
Western newspapers as “milit-
ants™ who "stormed the con-
veot.” In response to the furor
that he and the group generated,
Rabbi Weiss declared, “We
demonstrated only after
attempis to negotiale the
removal of the convent failed.
1t is not we who were viokent but
rather we who were violated.”
Stirong outrage at what
occurred in  Poland was

“come 1o altack the suas”,
reversed its position snd apol-

followed up with advocation
from the Vatican.

Others feel, however, that
when pzopk becorne caught up

ondary importance. In this case,
hurman suffrage, the basic under-
lying issue, was overlooked.
While Jewish leaders were out-
raged at the location of the
convent, the nuns were there for
seemingly good intentions. They
wished to pray for the four
milion vicums of Auschwitz
and 1o sancuify, in thewr own way
this holy site.

“We did aot regard oursclves
as trespassers” Rabbi Weiss
stated emphatically, “in the most
tragic and unwanted way,
Anschwitz hay become Jewish-

and Cindy Tuckman, also
organic chemistry students,
theatrically illustrated the
beauty of chemistry with their
“Rainbow Connection™ show.
There were over forty people
in attendance, many of whom
had littie involvement in scien-
ces. All the science professors
were in the audience lending a
feeling of support to the per-
formers. Both Dean Bacon and
Dean Orlian were present, and
after the show, they commended

the participants on their intrigu-

ing and entertaining performan-
ces.

Dina Najman said “It's great
to have such a big turn out. I'm
glad so many people were inter-
ested.” Seema Fixler, a Biology
major, commented, “It was very
interesting. They spoke well
about the value of chemistry.”
Professor Dobin, General
Chemistry teacher and Chemis-
try Club advisor who assisted in
the organization of the success-
ful event, declared, “I'm very
proud of the students and
pleased that they had the oppor-
tunity to experience first hand
alt that's involved in chemistry,
not just for fun, but also to
produce useful results.” She
stated her confidence that Stern
chemistry students are properly
prepared to compete agamst

students from other sch in |

' 1. The ENGLISH

this field.

Paula Needleman, co-
President of the club was thrilled
by the event, “1 was excited by
the large turnout especially from
students who arenY necessanly

to science. It was nice that all
the science teachers came and
showed their support. The feed-
back from the administration
was very posxuve

TOALLSTUDENTS

Please note the
mmmm

l
|

DEPARTMENT will
| not approve the three ‘
week intersession courses |
offered by Summer i
i School Programs. |

2. Final Examination for
the Spring 1990 semester |
are scheduled for May
16th-May 23rd.

Please make sure that
you keep these dates
in mind in making
your pians.
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The views expressed in this
article do not reflect the opinion
of the administration or students
of SCW.

Blu Greenberg is an Orthodox
Jewish feminist who lectures
widely on the status of women
in Orthodox Judaism. A grad-
uate of Yeshiva University'’s
Teachers Institute and of the
Revel Graduate School of Jewish
Studies, Greenberg participates
with women from other denom-
inations in discussions of the role
of women in Judaism. Some of
Greenberg's views have been met
with criticism from Orthodox
circles, particularly, the fact that

she advocates Orthodox smicha
Jor women.

Greenberg is listed in the
Who's Who in World Jewry,
VIP's in Contemporay Jewry,
and in 2,000 Notable American
Women. In addition, she is the
author of three works How to
Run a Traditional Jewish
Household, On Women and
Judaism and A Special Kind of
Mother and Other Poems.

Greenberg taught at Pardes
Institute in Jerusalem and served
as an instructor in the Depari-
ment of Religious studies at the
College of Mount Saint Vincent.
An activist in the Jewish com-
munity, she is on the Executive
Board of the Federation, the

Jewish Publication Society,
Hadassah Magazine, the Coali-
tion to Free Soviet Jews and the
Jewish Book Council of Amer-
ica. She is a co-founder of U.S.-

Interview with an Orthodox Jewish Feminist

notions of equality of sexes and
greater access, involvement and
responsibility are feminist ideas
but they are certainly consistent
with the historic understanding
of halacha of growth and
responsibility of the human
being. So I don' think that
feminism and halachic Judai

h

are antithetical.

On particular issues, halacha
defines the perameters and you
can go no further. Yet, the
broader principle of equality is
implicit; one can find it
embedded in halacha vis a vis
women both in terms of protec-

Biu Greenberg

tions for women and the way

halach

Fsraet-Women to-Women:

Greenberg resides in River-
dale, New York with her hus-
band, Rabbi Irving Greenberg
and family:

by Deena Yellin

Observer: Do you see feminism
and Orthodox Judaism as dia-
metrically opposed and if not
how do you respond o the
argument that they are?

Greenberg: On the surface, it
looks as if they are diametrically
opposed because Orthodox
Judaism stands for upholding
the tradition and maintaining
the status quo and feminism
stands for the redefinition of
roles for women. But if you look
a bit deeper ‘and probe the
history of halacha (Jewish law)
and women's roles, youll see
that there has been movement,
reinterpretation and change.
There has been progress for the
most part, sometimes in the
addition of rights and respon-
sibilities. By and large, | believe
that it has been an upward
movement in terms of halacha
definidg the role and status of
women.
1n Torah, Halacha and Mid-
rash we find no blanket halachs
definition of equality of the
sexes such as in the proposed
ERA. Yet, the basic principle of
human dignity and existence,
that men and women alike are
created bi-tselem elokim, in G-
d's image, holds the kernal of
equality of the sexes and s
powerfully operative. The fact
is, Jewish women were not
abused. By and large. they were
protected. Yet, in some areas
they were defined by a hierarchal
relstionship which is now being
called into question by the new
values for women. True, these

4
teachings) define women. 1 think
this principle opens the door for
reinterpretation in light of the
new principles even where, on
the surface, it would seem that
there’s no place for it. Take
gitten {Jewish divorce) for
example. Recently, I received a
call from a young woman who,
after many years of living in a
diificult marriage, wanted a
divorce. Her husband does not
want one and is threateneing to
refuse her a get (Jewish divorce
contract) if she does not give him
whatever settlement he wants.
She’s terrified that he'’s gone off
the deep end. I'm sure some
pressure will be placed on in-
community sanctions, etc, but it
will be a long and hard haul.
Emotionally, this has made her
more vuinerable. The whole
area of gitten s one where
women are potentially at a
disadvantage. There have been
a number of retal measures,
trying to solve the probiem case
by individual case<community
sanctions, organiziations such as
GET, communal coercion and
civil court decisions all of which
would serve some people very
well. But the only real solution
15 a wholesale one at the level
of the law a halachic reinterpre-
tation that would be beneficial
along a much broader front.

Observer: In what other areas do
you see a need for changes 10
be made within a Halachic
framework?

Greenberg: The area of Talmud
Torsh for women has gone
through a great deal of change
i this century, the result of
many different iological

before their eyes a scene of
women’s learning today, such as
at Stern College, they would be
‘startled. There has been a virtual
explosion of women’s learning
and most remarkable, women’s
study of Talmud, a reversal of
the situation for most of Jewish
history.

Zalman Zorotskin, a posek of
the middle of this century,
captured the spirit of this change

_in the following psak: He was
asked to render a halachic
decision for the Bais Yaakov
schools about some aspect of
wqnen learning Torah. He gave
a p'sak (halachic ruling) that
under contemporary societal
conditions, not only is it permis-
sable but it ought to be done.
He stated that whoever does not
teach his daughter Torah it is
as if he had taught her tflut
(trivial things). Note the reversal
of Rabbi Eliezer’s words in
Mishna sotah. 1 think what’s
going to emerge from that is not
only an acceptance by the com-
munity, but a pride in women's
education and the creation of
institutions to teach women. 1
also think that this will ulti-
mately lead to smicha for Ortho-
dox women. This, of course, can
only come after a critical mass
of devout women have mastered
the text.

practical use of women having
smicha?

Greenberg: That will take a long
time to tell. It would develop in
several stages. The first would
simply be a recognition of
women’s mastery of the text.
Then it might be women func-
tioning as teachers, sumilar to the
way they do now, but with a
title. Then it might be followed
by women making halachic
decisions, which may not be that
far off once women get the
where-with-all to learn the
material That 100 would hap-
pen in stages: First it might be
wn the form of halachic conjec-
ture, then interpretation, and
finally psak. Another stage
might be in relation to women’s
tefilah groups. Currently these
groups manage without the
presence of an authority figure
or moreh de-atra partcipating.
Although there are rabbis in the
community who make desci-
sions for the women's tefilah
groups, | could see women also
filling that role.

I can also see women with the
titk “Rabbi” taking lkeadership
rokes in Jewish organizational
life, such as the chaplsincy and
interfaith work that rabbis do.
There's a vanety of roles in the
community that are not rabbinic
in the classical sense of teaching
and psak but that regire, for
sociological reasons, the title of
rabbi.

Primarily the first steps will

of

will happen just because of the
increase in learned women. And
I see it all around. There are
several women's learning groups
in Riverdale that didn't exist in
the previous years. The women’s
Mishna class is taught by a
woman, an artist and grand-
mother, who’s been teaching it
for over a decade. One year
when she was in Israel, I sub-
stituted for her. What was
amazing to me were the women
in the class who had no formal
training, but who had such
incredible understanding and
insight in to the text, some could
even anticipate the tanna’s
question and then the answer.
I had two reactions; one was 2
sense of exhiliration and the
other of loss. What if these
women had received a serious
education when younger.
Surely, some of them could have
been scholars.

So, it’s going on - this rede-
fining of women’s roles in the
community and women's study
of Torah. The reason 1 believe
semicha for women will take
place in the future is intersection
of two forces, this explosion of
learning and the powerful model
of women who are rabbis in the
liberal denominations. In my
own experience, this latter phe-
nomenon was a horrifying
thought to me a decade ago, but
less horrifying as 1 began to
think about it and encounter
some of these women. It took
me six 10 seven years, from the
time when 1 first heard the idea
of a woman rabbi until | could
think of it as a possibility.
Currently, there’s a lot of antag-
onism towards the idea in the
Orthodox community, but as we
increasingly encounter or read
about women with the title rabbi
and see that they are not out
to destroy yiddishken nor that
the whole system crumbles
because of their existence, our
community might find a way to
integrate these talmidot chacha-
mot iInto new communal roles

Observer: What i yowr  per-
spective on women’s prayer
groups’

Greenberg: 1t's very complex
and | really don% have any easy
answers. My thoughts on it are
as of yet unfinished. Initially, the
idea of women's tefillah groups
didnY engage me. | was very
comfortable with my place in
shul and complacent | found
the nature of my experence 1n
shul spintually satisfying But
the wdea of women's prayer
groups was somethung | feit |
should pay anention to since
other Orthodox women wath
whom | identified felt it was
necessary for their religious
growth and spiritual expresnon.
I felt that on principie one
shouid not put down everything
oew as long as it is halachically

be g 10
§0 on and become more kearned.
Recognuung thew mastery of the
text and acknowledpng they
ability to grasp the proceases of
halach ha does—is an

economi and political factors.
U you take any Jewish commu-
nity of a century ago and fash

~a8
important part of that encour-
‘ . | think this will happen
in the not 1oo distant future and

per ble. There's a teadency
0 the Jewsh community to
jump to cnikze and to be
sspicious of anythung that o

new

When | started goung, | used
to have s crwss showdd | go 1o
my shul and daven (pray) with
my husband and chudren or go

to the other shul to be a part
of a women’s prayer group.
Usually I'd go to women’s
prayer group. I had two expe-
rienices. One was that I missed
the hum of davening in the big
shul (because it was a small
group) but then there were
moments when the women
would sing a tefillah together or
someone would do a perfect
laining in a soprano voice. I
found myself being moved and
it touched a spot in my soul. 1
began to feel that this was a
subcommunity for me. We
benched gomel or made a
misheberach and other expe-
riences that women are not privy
to in a large congregation and
1 grew from it. After several
years of being able to volunteer
only for the dvar Torah or
hosting the kiddush, 1 decided
it was time for me to learn the
trup (melody for the Torah
Reading). It took me an entire
year and it was an incredible
feeling. You have a different
understanding of the Torah
when you learn the trup, I never
realized that it served a learning
function. The numbers at the
women’s prayer group began to
grow for it is a different expe-
rience from a men's minyan
where women sometimes feel
themselves to be at the periphe-
rey. Here, we don have a sense
of anyone being onlockers.

Observer: Do you feel that
women’s prayer groups are
separating themselves from the
community and do you feel that
you are in any way missing oul
on the prayers thai cannot be said
outside of @ minyan?

Greenberg: Most women's
prayer groups meet only once
amonth because they don't want
to seperate themselves from the
community. It's a tradeoff in
that in women’s tefillla we
climinate some moving parts of
the prayer, such as barchu and
keddusha. On the other hand,
women’s tefillah groups can be
moving in a special way with its
own peak communal
expenences.

Observer: What agre your
thoughts about the women at the
wall incudent”

Greenberg: | was at the Wall
last November. It was a fascr-
nating expenence from a vanety
of perspectives. One was just the
sensation of being with Jewish
women from all over the worlkd
and from all parts of the spec-
trum of Jewnh ufe davemung
together. | have (o say that was
the most moving experence,
even more than reading the
Torah at the wall and having an
Ahyah. What also moved me
deeply were the geswine tears of
wotnen who bad never been to
the wall and never davened
efore. The whole noton of
tefilla blzibur (communal
prayer) o that you're carned on
by othery’ tefillah
The otber swpnse was the
antagonsm and bosulity from
the hareshm It 100k me by
wirprue, the shouting and the
Comtbweed om page 13.
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Women’s Prayer Groups: Heretic or Hal

by Nechama Goldman

“And God created man in His
image, in the image of God He
created him; male and female He
created them.” (Genesis 1:27)

It is clear from this passage
that man and woman were
created in the image of God. In
this sense, both sexes are the
same, containing equal amounts
of tzelem elokim. How does this
image of God within mankind
affect our actions?

The Torah obligation for
prayer comes from the passage
“to love the Lord your God and
to serve Him with all of your
heart and with all of your soul”
(Deut. 11.13)

There is a positive command
to spiritually unite with God in
order to grow closer to Him and
love Him. Prayer, according to
the Torah, served as a personal
outlet for each individual’s
tzelem elokim. Up to the time
of Ezra (about 456 BCE), prayer
indeed was unstructured and
private. Until then the Temple
had served the community's
public needs.

During the Second Temple
Era, the Rabbinical authorities
structured prayer and pushed it
into the communal realm. This
seemed to serve individual and
communal purposes. First, there
was the aspect of tefillah
Bzibur-praying with the com-

8

uniting their prayers to enhance
their individual connection with
God.  Secondly, tefillah
Hatzibur-praying as a commu-
nity to affirm of communal
engagement with God. Public

T 4

herself that includes elements of
request,
praise.

- Nachmonides  obligates
women in prayer twice daily,
once in the morning and once
in the evening (specifically the
shemonah esrei) Although
women are exempt from joining
a minyan, they are welcome to
participate silently from behind
the mehitza. However, they
cannot be counted as part of the
ten men in the minyan, nor can
they be called up to the Torah
to read or make a blessing over
it.

The Magen Avraham, a Rab-

thanksgiving and

binic authority quoted in the"

Mishna Brura, stresses that if
women are not forced to stay
home with children, women
have a positive obligation to
hear the weekly Torah portion
on the Sabbath. Therefore,
although not part of the minyan,
her presence is still seen as
important.

It seems obvious that people
praying together as a group are
more powerful in their presen-

- tation than individuals praying

alone. There is a feeling of
spiritual unity when a commu-
nity attempts to achieve commu-
nion with God through prayer.
The whole Rabbanic obligation
of prayer seems to have evolved
in order to enhance this strength
of man-whenfacing God. Where
then do women fit imo this
picture?

In the last half century,

women have begun to voice the
necd for women's prayer groups.
An Orthodox Woman’s Tefillah

Network has arisen. The Net-

¥

STV Sintem e e 1

to fill their Torah obligation by has had an incredible impact on
creating an envir condu- traditional Judaism and the role
cive to intimacy with God. of the woman. Says Rabbi Saul

In order for tefillah to Berman, Rabbi of Lincoln
useful, it bas to mean hing. Square Synagogue and Judaic
A woman’s obligationistodraw  Studies faculty professor at

near to God. Therefore, the act
itself has to” prove effective.
Since a woman’s mitzva is to
concentrate on her prayer does
she have the option to join with
other women in order to
enhance the communication
process?

Why have women only
recently started clamoring for a
more public and ritualistic role
in Judaism. Within the last fifty
years, women have risen to the
highest echelons of the profes-
sional world. Women have
become doctors, fawyers and
corporation presidents. With
their roles expanding in the
secular world, it is not surprising
that they seek more active
ulfillment from their Judaism.
However, how far can women
g0 in moving their rok from the
private to the public sector
without violating a tradition
that has been handed down for
thousands of years?

Histonically, problems such as
rolc placement within Torah,
have been in cxistence for
hundreds of years. In the I19th

SCW, “Doors have been opened
to systematic learning for
women. This has had an enor-
mous impact on the (Jewish)
family, it's society, and their
overall opinion of women.” He
feels that this has been the most
positive and significant factor in
shaping contemporary and
future Orthodoxy.

There is & feeling that the
feminist movemernt has given
rise to the desire for ritual

the actual Torah, hints that she
is trying to imitate men’s obli-
gation of aliyot.

Rabbi Schacter also menti-
oned the importance of
thetraditional chain inberited
for generations from one set of
halachic autharities to the next.

gests that women's prayer
groups arc a direct result of the
Conservative aad Reform
equality in their ritual perfor-
mances. In addition to being

lity in the gue. The

view the division of mitzvot with
a “one for you, one for me™
attitude.

Rabbi Hershel Schacter, a
Rosh Yeshiva at RIETS and a
Rabbinic authority in the

gicaily inspprop
Rabbi Schacter feels that the
whole structure of the Jewish
family is brokea down and
negatively effected by swch
requests. In additios, it is wrong
that men stay home from syn-

Yeshiva U

Y 4]
was among the five YU Rabbis

to publicly forbid ]

Century, the religi

nity rose up in opposition to the

idea of Orthodex women keamn-

ing Torah. The right wing

Orthodox commusity pro-
ded that the wadinion had

been not to scod women Lo the
sources for halacha, rather have
them rely on the rabbis and
knowledgeable men in their
commumty. However, women
were atways encouraged to pray
and say psaims. The image of
F crying over her wchil-

lim is not an uncommon one for
the Jewry of Old World Ezrope.
The picty of wornen was imher-
ent i their sttitude towards
their Judainm Sera Schmeire
was trying to channel this inher-
direcions. It wes with gremt
strength of character sad cowr-
age thet the stood up to vebe-
ment opposition sl over Esvope
sod wpresi the Buis Yankov

Subsequemtly, in the 2nh
centwry, women iearning Torsh
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Ethlcal dilemmas in the career world addressed at SCW

by Susan Bahn

Two lectures were recently
given by the Sy Syms School
of Business dealing with the
issues confronted by Orthodox
Jews in the business world. At
Stern College, the lecture
entitled, “Being Orthodox in the
Business World, a Halachic
Approach,” was led by Rabbi
Tzvi Flaum, Prof. of Judaic
Studies at SCW and Mashgiah
Ruchani.

Rabbi Flaum began by dis-
cussing Judaism’s view on
“working for a living.” He
quoted Rabbi Samson Raphael
Hirsch who said that when G-
d placed man in the Garden of
Eden. He defined every individ-
ual's purpose in the world. This
purpose is avodal haolam. to
make a contribution to society,
and shemirath haolam, to main-
tain the purity of the world
Rabbi Flaum then noted that
our forefathers, who were
mostly shepherds, were all bus-
inessmen

He quoted Tractate Kedu-
shin. 29a, where it s written that
if a father does not teach his son
a profession, he is guiity of
teaching him thievery. Rabbi
Flaum also spoke about the
Tannaim and Ammoraim who
all held vanous jobs. such as
drawing water, gathering wood.
working with iron and fiting
hogseshoe

that stress the importance of
ethics. At the time of Noah, G-
d destroyed the world because
“the entire societal structure of
ethics was rampant.” G-d chose
Abraham to be the father of
Judaism because of his ethics
and morals. Moses was chosen
to be the leader of the Jewish
people because of his ethics.
Rabbi Flaum pointed out that
Jews have 10 be especially
careful in the way they conduct
themselves because they are
usually judged with more
scrutiny.

Rabbi Flaum then discussed
one of the most important
halachot related to business,
namely the prohibition against
stealing. This prohibition not
only includes the stealing of
material items, but also genevat
daat, the theft of knowledge. A
1osefta in Tractate Bava Kama
offers several examples of gen-
cvat daat. For instance, one
cannot reveal what was said in
confidence. overwhelm some-
one to take a gift that he knows
the person will not accept, or
defraud others with weights and
measures.

A problem that has been
especially prevalent in recent
years is whether to report a
fellow Jew who is engaging in
iliegal practices. There is a
Biblical concept of dina da-

matkhutdina-in Tractae Bava

the region’s rules. The Shuthan
Arukh says that a person who
breaks the rules of a region
where the government monitors
all activity, endangers society,
and must be reported.

Rabbi Flaum ended the lec-
ture by discussing several of the
problems that an Orthodox Jew
will encounter in the business
world. The first of these prob-
lems involves covering one’s
head. A man is allowed to
remove his yarmulke if he fears
losing his job, though he can
only do so if his intent is to show
respect to his environment or
employer, and not to imitate the
gentiles. A married woman is
required to cover her hair at ali
times and even risk losing her
job to do so. A widow or a
divorced woman is allowed to
leave her hair uncovered if she
wiil otherwise jose her job.

Shaking hands with members
of the opposite sex is another
difficuit situation for Orthodox
Jews. The Rambam (Maimon-
idies) and Ramban (Nachman-
idies} argue over whether the
prohibition against touching the
opposite sex is Biblical or not.
In Yoreh Deah, the Shakh
agrees with the Rambam, who
holds that it is a Biblical pro-
hibition, but adds that this only
applies to touching with a sexual
motivation. Rabbi Soleveitchik

allown: hunrkhnl(ing {05 busines

Rabbi Flaum discussed the
necessary cthies in business,

gving exampies from the Torah

Kama, the Rashbam explained
this to mean that when one
enters 4 reglon, they must accept

purposes. and while in his works
Rabbi Femnstein does not pro-
hibit it, he had difficulty permit-

BOOK REVIEW. -
Women’s Rights in Jewish

by Llisheva Berezin
Women and Jewish Divorce: The
Rebeitious Wife, the Agunah and
the Right of Women to Initiate
Divorce in Jewish Law. A Halak-
hic Soiution (Hoboken, Ktav
Publishing House, 196 pp., no
price stated). by Rabbi Shlomo
Riskin

The plight of the agunah, the
woman whose husband refuses
to give her a Jewish divorce, s
age-old. In fact, solutions to this
problem were sought as far back
as the Talmudic period Today,
however, due to the diminished
powers of the Jewish courts, st
s imperative that o balahhw
solution be found. In s recently
published book, Rabbt Shlomo
Riskin analyzes the religio-legal
history ol the issue and suggests
a means by whih the entire
situation can be i oided

According to Jewish aw.
s the man who wntes the hilt
of divorce tor hus wife Fhis law
stems from the Bibhueal 1eat
“You shal write tor ber o bl
of divorcement, und place it in
her hands * Because i Biblical
tmes, it was ncarly imposabic
for a woman to make 1t on her
own. it was inconcenable tor a
woman to sue her husband for
divorce. Even so, the Rabbiy
were always concerned for the
rights of the woman.

n, Women and Jewish

Divoree, Riskin, Chicf Rabbi of

Efrat, Israel, documents the
developing lemiency of the Rab-
bis, from the time of the tan-
naim, towards the right of a
woman to imtate a divorce,
through the twelfth century. As
Jewish law developed and
changed throughout the course
of the centunies, it became
increasingly easier or a woman
to ntiate the divorce proceed-
ings. H there was something
objectively wrong with her
husbind. such as unpotence, or
i he developed a contagious skon
disease, she could certainly go
to g Jewnh court which would
toree the husband to gine hiy
wile aoget w Jewish bidl ol
dnurce

the mugo. probiem of today
ivcthat the Jewsh courts have
fostmuct ol their power and can
solong e cocree the recakotrant
husba - Although the decree of
Rubxnu Geeshom of Mavence
96 028) stated that diorce
vanonly take plate o thery s
the mutual consent ol both
pathics, a husband who encoun-
tees refusal has halachic recourse
i the form of the “heter of meah
sabbamin,” where 4 hundred
rabbis sign a4 document Lo the
cffect that there s vahdity Lo hi
complatnt. He can then remarry
because, Biblically, a man may
have more than one wife. How-
ever, it 13 the woman who
encounters refusal, she has no

such recourse. This is the essence
of the problem of the agunah.
Unfortunately, it has become
poussible tor the recaleitrant
husband to refuse 1o grant his
wite a get

T'he bass for Ruskin’s well
written book, which presents
potentiaily confusing matenal in
4 thorough, clear manner, o
that, historkally, the woman
wis protected against the pos-
sibelity of becoming an agunah
The Jerusalem Talmud allowed
special conditions to be wnitten
intu the ketubah {the marnage
vontract) which would retroac-
tively dissobve the marnage
should the husband cume to
hate his wite or viba sena
According 1o the Babylonian
Taimud 1Kettubot 631 if o
woman claimed that she found
her husband distasteful. the
vourt would force the husband
to disoree her

Until the period of Rabbenu
Tam, the Talmud in Ketubot
was interpreted 1o mean that 4
vourt could foree the recaicitrant
husband via economi of cven
vorporal sanctions to divorce his
wite The Gaomm decreed that
he must provide her with al-
mony payments as well This
view prohierated until the
peniod of Rabbenu Ya'akov
Tam of Ramerupe (1100-1171),
the grandson of Rashi and the
most important contnibutor to

ting it.

The business lunch is another
difficult problem if one cannot
arrange to eat in a kosher
restaurant. A cold drink in a
clean glass is allowed as long as
the contents of the drink are all
known to be kosher. With hot
drinks one must be careful about
only using a glass cup. Cooked
foods are not permissible, even
if all the ingredients are kosher,
because of the non-kosher ves-
sels they were cooked in, and
the prohibition against eating
food cooked solely by a gentile.
Cold foods, such as tuna, are
only permissible if the brand is
known. A person can only eat
fruits and vegetables if they are
served whole. If they are sliced,
the friction generated by cutting
causes the non-kosher particles
on the knife to be on the fruit.

The last problem discussed is
that of yichud, the prohibition
against a man and women being
alone in a locked room. The
concept behind this prohibition
is to avoid temptation. If a
woman is alone with two men
it is permissible: but, if there is
only one man. there must be
more than two women. A mar-
ried woman is allowed to be
alone with a man if her husband
knows where she 1s and can
theoretically show up at any
time. If the entrance to the office
is a major thoroughfare or the
office is readily accessible and
people, such as a guard can
come in al any ume, then it is

the Tosafot. He interpreted the
Talmud in a novel way, under-
standing it to mean that a
husband cannot be coerced into
granting his wife a divoree
Bevause Rabbenu Tam's influ-
ence was so wudespread, his
positon was accepted by both
Sephardic and Askkenazic
Jewry

The thesis of Wornen and
Jewish Divorce 15 that Rabbenu
Tam held by a munonty opiruon
Because of his great status and
cogent reasonng, however. ali
subsequent poskim {halakhic
decivors) accepted s view.

Thus book should be read by
anyone iaterested in the phe-
nomenon of halakhe change as
well as by the Jewwsh femumst
interested in cgualizing the
position of the Jewish woman
i the area of divorce fo will

permissible. An elevator is not
considered yichud because it can
stop at any floor at anytime. A
taxi is also not considered
yichud as long as you are in a-
public place.

A lecture on the same topic
was given uptown by Rabbis
Blau and Rabbi Willig. Deena
Fink, a writer for the Sy Syms
Business Letter, attended both
tectures. She felt that the lecture
at YC gave more answers and
delved deeper, while the lecture
at SCW was less intense. Rabbi
Flaum said that he was trying
to give a general outline and not
go into depth. He felt that he
needed several separate lectures
in order to go into depth on each
subject.

Ms. Fink was also upset that
Rabbi Flaum never established
the fact with halachic sources
that it is acceptable for women
1o work. When asked how he
felt about women engaging in
business, Rabbi Flaum replied
that, “woman can make contri-
butions to society at large the
same way that their male coun-
terparts can.”

Rabbi Flaum emphasized
that, “people have 10 realize that
besides being a smart business-
man or businesswoman. one has
a responsibility to rmaintain the
morals and ethics of the Torah.
Anyone can make money, but
someane who does it with mor-
als is bi-tselem elokim (in G~d's
image), and sets an example for
others.”

ivorce

probably have important conse-
quences regarding the current
wsue of agunah, because not
only does 1t outline the problem,
but it abo provides a feasible
solution. The soluuon entaily
reinstating the importance of the
tUnoyim (pre-nuptial legal con-
tract)in which the husband
agrees to pay a large amount of
money for each day that hus wife
cannot remarmy bevause of his
refusal (o grant her a get. Rabb:
Bezalel Zolty, the late Chiet
Rabb: of Jerusalem. found
Rabb: Risian’s proposal halak-
wally acceptabie. Ure can onh
hope that Rabb: Rskin's pro-
posai will Quickly e aumpic
mented by rabbis so that the
tragie problem of agunah wik
not be encuuntered by roday’s
Jewish woman

Exoeﬂem

Cruise Ship Jobs

HIRING Men - Women. Summer/
Year Round. PHOTOGRAPHERS,
TOUR GUIDES, RECREATION PERSONNEL |
plus FREE travel. Caribbean,
. South Pacific, Mexico.
CALL NOW! Call refu

1-206-736-0775, Ext.
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Religious Women’s Band Rocks| NEW DIMENSIONS ON MARKET

by Shulamith Lavi

In describing a typical electric
guitar player, one may be
inclined to mention the studded
clothing, silver chains and long
hair. A modestly dressed woman
wearing a sheital or beret does
rot fit the image. But for Yona
Jacobowitz, leader of the all
women’s band, Tofa'ah, this is
not so bizarre. it is primarily the
fact that the band is composed
of only religious women that
makes them so unique. Tofa'ah,
meaning phenomenon, is just
that.

It’s music is upbeat and lively,
with its lyrics written in both
Hebrew and English. Not only
does Tofaah play a great deal
of popular Jewish melodies. but
it composes original pieces as
well. A voung yet successful
band, Tofa’ah has put out two
tapes and is currently working
on a third in its short seven year
existence. Tofaah’s populanty
has grown tremendously since

" Tofaa'sh performs at Esrael Center.

W

What distinguishes this band
from other Jewish bands is that
its musicians are Orthodox
women who perform only for
female audiences. Tofa’ah’s
audience is exclusively female
not because of female chauvin-
ism, but rather as a result of the
prohibition of “Kol Isha,” which
forbids men from listening to
women sing in various circum-
stances. The law of Kol Isha
does not, however, prohibit
women from writing about and
performing for women.
Tofa'ah’s music, therefore,
relates to women and deals with
experiences unique to women,
such as motherhood.

Yona Jacobowitz, drummer
and leader of the band,
explained that she thought of the
idea for an all-women band
while she was studying in Israel.
She performed at a benefit
concert and saw that it was
important to enable women to
exhibit their talents. “There are

its™ifiitial sfow start, arkd it has— so many women who need to

already performed in New York.
Miami and throughout Israel.

themselves”  she
Continued on page 10.

express

by Nurith Borisute

Anti-Semitism in Middle
America, the international
banking conspiracy, the myster-
ies of a traditional Jewish wed-
ding, how to host the perfect
Passover seder, interviews with
celebrities such as Woody Allen
and Bette Midler: All of these
are topics addressed in Dimen-
sion, the new magazine for
Jewish yuppies, which will be
launched in December.

Dimension is the first major
“upscale lifestyle magazine for
young Jews today™ says
Deborah Kenny, the publisher
and founder. The magazine is
designed to attract a wide variety
of Jewish readers, from the
Modern Orthodox to those who
are unaffiliated with Judaism.
Although those who are more
Orthodox may not consider the
topics and issues discussed
appropriate, Ms. Kenny insists
that the subjects which will be
touched upon are important to
the majority of young Jewish
professionals.

Using the boom of the health
food craze within the last decade
as an analogy, Ms. Kenny notes
that Judaism, like heaith food
in the 70%, needs to be “mar-
keted™. “Judaism is seen as old
fashioned, irrelevant and mean-
ingless to many Jews in their
20, 30's and 40%,” Ms. Kenny
explains. She wants to reverse
this negative attitude and make
Judaism attractive to Jews of
today: "1 want to change
it.show that Judaism can be

chic and sophisticated.”

Dimension will be targeted at
Jews who “are disconnected
from Judaism. The idea is to
make them aware that Judaism
can be integrated into their lives
on both a professional and a
spiritual level.

Ms. Kenny herself went
through a stage when she ques-
tioned the purpose of life and
Judaism’s role in her future. At
17, she was the national pres-
ident of Young Judea, a branch
of Hadassah, and was undecided
about whether college would be
a way of finding the fulfillment
for which she strived. “It took
time, but you could say 1 found
Judaism. It was through Juda-
ism that 1 became more happy
and - fulfilied.” From then on,
Ms. Kenny searched for a means
of communicating her commit-
ment fo Judaism to others. *1
thought of starting a school or
writing a book, but a school
could only reach a few hundred
people whereas a magazine can
reach hundreds of thousands of
people. It is an ongoing thing.
1t develops and grows with its
readers. I guess those are the two
reasons why | chose to start a
magazine.”

Three years down the line, this
dream is becoming a reality. Ms.
Kenny worked to raise money,
meeting with potential investors,
writers and photographers. Last
year a market research test
proved that the magazine had
a potential market; and, with

private financial backing, Ms.-

Kenny was able to begin pre-
paring for the actual launch of

Yeshiva University

FOOD SERVICE
MAIN & MIDTOWN CENTERS

Thanksgiving
Dinner
November 20 -

W HP“ $wu Fricsay
Open SBAM D SLIM

RATNER'S RES‘I’AURANT
138 Delancey Street «

Dimension.

Today, it is a small company
sharing office space with an
accounting firm on Madison
Avenue. Only thirty employees
work for the magazine; many of
its writers are free lance or part-
time. However, Deborah Kenny
feels that the expansion of the
company is not too far off. “I
want Dimension to be the flag-
ship of the company, but I want
to expand to include production
of videos, seminars and books.”
At the moment, though, poten-
tial readers can expect a quar-
terly publication which will be
available on newsstands
throughout New York and other
major Cities.

When asked why she thought
Dimension would appeal to
young Jewish women today,
Ms. Kenny smiled and stated
that “Dimension has often been
compared to the show Thirty-
something..its about being suc-
cessful and wanting something
more besides.™ The “besides™ in
this case would be Judaism, Ms.
Kenny added more specifically
that “Dimension would appeal
to Stern College women because
it would reflect and support
what they're trying to do.”

The promotion leaflet for

proclai
its offerings: “ideas, excitement,
challenge, discoveries, rediscov-
eries, hopes, dreams, self-

revelation.” The idea of a yuppie
style magazine for Jews seems
both original and inspirational.

mezmxm

Menu:
Vegetable Soup
Roast Turkey
Veal Cutlet
Stuffing
Cranberry Sauce
Wild Rice
Candied Yams
Pumpkin Pie

Special for Dining Club Members:
Free dessert and large drink with the puschase of any
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Women In Art: Through The Ages

by Naomi Leiser

The position of women in the
work force today is very differ-
ent from what it was even a few
decades ago. While fifty years
ago there may have been few
posmons open to women, today
there are few which are closed
to them. The number of female
professionals is creeping
upwards as barrier afier barrier
tumbles down.

The position of women
beyond the board room, how-
cver, is not as clear. While in
recent years the number of
female authors has matched that
of their male counterparts, it is
questionable how many of them
have attained the recognition
and prestige they arguably
deserve. It is significant to note
that in recent years there have
been no female Nobel prize
winners for literature.

Many theories exist Lo explain
the lack of success women have
had in the arts. There are those
who maintain that women have
not had the opportunity to excel
in this area primarily because of

the social structure and the
educational system. Until
recently, even those women
admitted to the art academies
were not permitted to study
anatomy or paint nudes. Many
women were even prevented
from exhibiting their work.

A second, more ferninist view,
maintains -that women have
continued throughout history to
produce art which did not
conform to the predominant
male guidelines but which was
none the less to be considered
art, They point to such crafts as
quilt making, needle work, and
embroidery. As Mana Tucker.
curator at the Whitney museum
writes, “Women have always
been making art but only in the
last few vyears has this work
begun to be recognized.
respected, exhibited and wntter:
about.™

A third theory suggests that
women have not been recog
nized in the arts because their
art is a particularly female art
which male society could not
appreciate. Therefore it has not

Ty

s at B i’y art exhibition.

Poété Society
Alive at SCW

by Dina Fried

While a dead poet’s suciety
may be for the movies, Stern
College students seem to prefer
gatherings of large poets. The
third Annual Besamim poetry
reading and art exhibition took
place in Koch Auditorium
where an impressive array of
paintings, drawings, and sculp-
ture by Stern students decorated
the room. A charcoal drawn
rendition of a Roman Vishniac
portrait by Simma Frames drew
special attention.

Chana Freiman, co-Editor-
in-Chief of Besamim 1990, intro-
duced the evening with a brief
overview of the creative editorial
process. She associated the three
charactenstics of a successful
piece of creative writing-
namely, interesting, moving,
and true- with the quahtics
inherent in the personalities of
the vanious guest speakers.

The speakers at the event were
Professor Susan Gardner, chair-
person of the art department at
Stern College, and Dr. Judith
Neaman of the English depart-
ment. Ms. Gardner reflected
upon the rapid growth of the

College’s art curniculum. “There
is no one Stern style,” she said,
“the student body at Stern will
take a hit and run with it.”
Throughout her ten years of
teaching at Stern, she has
watched students develop as
individuals through their art
work.

Dr. Neaman began her
address with a common view of
the poet: "Poets are il types who
write oniy in the throes of
wnspiration.” She then pro-
ceeded 10 reject thus claim and
cvaluate the changing peroep-
tiens and roles of the poet since
the days of Plato- from the
inspired prophet, 1o the strug-
gling artist, to the common
individuaj.

Ten entertaining and dra-
mauc selections of verse and
prose from Besamio 1990 were
then read by Stern students and
alumnac

Nechama Goldman, co-
editor, concluded the presenta-
ton by encouraging new stu-
dents as well as students from
all majors to wbum their cre-
ative work to B

received the recognition it
deserves. This theory has been
condemned by many artists,
female and male alike. Among
them is Barbara Hepworth, a
prominent woman scuiptor,
who says, “Except for art that
specifically takes as its theme the
artists’ sexuality, works of art
come from a level of inner truth
that transcends sexual. differ-
ence.”

The past few decades have
seen an unprecedented growth
in the number of female artists;
however, author Hugo Mun-
sterberg notes that, "Strangely
enough this dramatic growth
has not produced a correspond-
ing increase in major female
painters.” Not all authorities
agree with Munsterberg. In fact,
fellow author Wendy Beckett
writes that, “contemporary art
is the first art in which both
human sexes are important.”

In her book, Art Talk, author
Cindy Nemser interviewed
twelve women whom she con-
sidered to be among the most
important on the contemporary

art scene. Most artists inter-
viewed dismissed the issue of sex
as playing a crucial role in their
careers though a few felt that in
situations where they had col-
laborated with male coll

WOMEN’S BAND-

Continued from page 9.

explained.

Jacobowitz, who composes
most of Tofa’ah’s original music,
insists that she was never frus-

-trated by the fact that she was
a talented musician unable to
pcrform for “mixed” (male and

diences because of

their roles had been down
played.

According to Wendy Slatkin,
the field in which women artists
have played the most prominent
role is that of photography.
Beginning relatively late in
history and existing outside the
framework of traditional aca-
demic art, photography offered
the most opportunities to
women mainly because it had
not yet developed institutions
through which they could dis-
criminate against women.

It is perhaps ironic that art
has, throughout history, been
one of the most difficult fields
for women to penetrate. Unlike
many other careers, art is among
the most easily produced at
home and is one which can easily
accommodate itself to children
and a family.

religious restrictions. She
emphasizes that one can praise
G-d through his or her talents,
“We try to get others to express
their talent by praising G-d as
well.” Jacobowitz insists that
“women have to get together
and be strong...and know them-
selves. When we have that then
we can spread it to others. The
power of a woman is very

special.”

Dean Baron
will be giving a
Torah 'Umada
Lecture
November 8th
Club Hour

Femlmsm Examined in Chronicles

Wendy Wasserstien achieves the
enviable feat of creating a play
that is both humorous and
signifigant. The dialogue is
sharp and witty, the situations
clever and the issues timely. In
shont, Wasserstien has created a
masterpiece which educates
while it entertains, a masterpiece
which raises issues which bear
further examination and
discussion.

Wendy Wasserstiens play
The Heidi Chronicles reaches us
4l a2 most oppofiune moment
The play both incorporates
within itselt and encourages a
look back at the womens move-
ment, what 1t has achieved and
what it has lost. Why 15 ths so
neccesary? Because women,
today more then ever, face
choices, the sigmfigance of
which they may not fully
comprehend.

The play opens in the present
with a shde presentation by a
middie-aged art historian,
Heidi. The lecture, on women
artists in history, is peppered
with sharp, biling comments
aimed for the most part at the
male population. The next
scene, which occurs twenty four
years carlier 1n a Chucago hugh-
school, 15 both nostalgx and
hillarious. One of the funniest
scenes in the play, the dance

seene,
devetopment of the

and the plot. Heidi is portrayed
as a character more interested
in reading than in socializing
and more concerned with her
female friends then possible
male conquests. It is also at the
dance where Heidi meets her
most constant and loyal friend
Peter.

An important aspect of the
play is the juxtapositions Was-
serstien creates not only of
scenes but of sets, characters and
events. In creating these con-
trasts, a very bnghtly Lt stage
will follow a dark one, the
comcal will follow the senous,
a friend will reveal s homo-
sexuality at a ferumst march,
Wasserstien 1s Creating a tension
between extremes. By extenton,
Wasserstien is suggesting that
the extremes of the past few
decades, the humanitananism
and hberabism of the sixties and
the cut throat matenialism of the
late seventies and cighties, are
the thesis and anuthesis of
Hegelian philosophy. The future
then must be the succesful
integration of the two extremes.

Likewise the femunmm of the
future must be one whach incor-
porales both extremes of the
movement; the need to distance
oneselfl from malke socwty and
to oppose everything it stands

is also crucial in the

for, and the need to conquer
what was once male and make
it female. The movement must
be onc which is both human-
itanan in its interests yet mindful
of the importance of the mate-
rial. Heidi, who remains
unchanged throughout the
cighties represents the human-
itanianistn of the sixties, her
friends especially successful
publisher Scoop Rosenbaum,
represent the abandonment of
hiberalism in favor of materiai-
ism. it is only through the
merging of these two units that
a future can be achieved.

The Hewdi Chronickes is not
only an extremely poignant,
sensitive portrait of an aging
ferunist, it s also the hilanouse
chronical of an era recently past.
The play, in depicting the strug-
gles of Heidi with berself and
the world around her, offers the
viewer an apt portrayal of the
people and the politics that
together defined a gencration.
The play, for the most parn,
reflects Wassersten's ambiva-
knce 10 the past and serves as
2 sort of catharss for her. The
last sceme, while bittersweet, is
none the less hopeful as it shows
the characters prepanng to face
a new decade. The Hexdi Chron-
wies can and shoudd serve as a
gwide for the future of femunism
and mankind

Co Tk

Bonnie Soskin & David Sheer
Dina Milgram & Yosef Fried
Elissa Schwartx & Barry Finkelstein
Robin Landsmen & Michae! Appe!
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Recipe For Improvements...

Continued from page 1.

its deficit. Although Birchfield
was pleased with the improve-
ments made thus far, he felt that
the plan was in need of further
changes.

Heated discussion also cen-
tered around the complaints that
have poured forth since the
semester started. The price
increases were attributed to the
high cost of producing the food.
Many students expressed disap-
proval with the neon signs and
renovations within the cafeteria.
The general opinion was that
money was being wasted on
unnecessary improvements
when it should have been used
for paying the cost of food and
thus stabilizing food prices. This
view is a common misconcep-
tion since the funds used for the
renovations were actually allo-
cated to the cafeteria by the
University and were not taken
from the budget of the Food
Services Department.

Members of the FSC say that
the food prices would have risen
regardless of the cost of the
cafeteria’s renovation. Food
Services had to honor guidelines
that calculated the actual food
production price when they
determined the selling price.

Another issue raised at the
meeting was Food Services
prices in contrast to restaurant
prices. According to Jeff Rosen-

garten, “there arc atways-going -

to be items that someone else
can sell for less, but someone

would be hard-pressed to show
me that Great American or any
other establishment has better
pnces than we do. Upon com-
parison,-item for item- to other
New York kosher facilities- their
prices are higher”. The Food
Services Department is not
concerned with making a profit.
Since the cafeteria is not sub-
sidized by any organizations, the

" new prices try to reflect only the

costs of ingredients, labor and
the rent. These factors were
never considered in the prices of
the food sold in the cafeteria,
and thus caused the Food Ser-
vices Department to fail into a
deep deficit, with losses “in the
hundreds of thousands of
dellars™.

According to Botterman, “It's
only because last year’s prices
were so nominal that this year's
prices seem so exorbi-
tant” Currently, the aim of the
Food Services Department and
the administration is to break
even. Since many items do not
fully reflect the entire cost of
production, and since kosher
food prices are soaring, it is
estimated that it may take a
number of years before the
cafeteria breaks even. If the
students want the continued
service of a cafeteria, this price
adjustment is essential. The
prices now not only reflect the
‘cost of production, but also the
small volume of d

were improvements in the qual-
ity, presentation and variety of
food in the cafeteria. Com-
plaints have been made about
the quality of the food. Food
served in the Midtown cafeteria
is prepared uptown, transported
to midtown, reheated and sold
at the SCW cafeteria.

The FSCis currently checking
into an ordinance that restricts
cooking in the SCW cafeteria in
the hope that food could be
prepared either at the SCW
cafeteria or somewhere closer to
midtown. At the meeting, it was
also stressed that the Food
Services department now strictly
adheres to the recipes to improve
the taste of the food, and there
is a conscious awareness of
student discontentment on the
part of the Food Services cook-
ing staff. Food Services attempts
to purchase the best quality food
possible with the money allotted
toit.

Taste and quality are not the
only problems mentioned. The
food itself is also an issue of
concern. The FSC feels that care
is not being taken when serving
the food to students. One stu-
dent at the meeting made the
analogy that “it looks like a fish
swimming in oil.” The FSC has
discussed plans to improve the
appearance of the food and
supports the premise that if the
food is better looking, it will be

involved in the meal plan.
Also discussed at the forum

more appetizing.
A necessary improvement for
the vitality of the food plan is

to increase variety. There has
been expressed discontent about
limited entree choices at each

sort of defeated the whole point
of getting together to discuss

meal. As of now, at each meal,
two hot entrees, the salad bar,
and a sandwich stand are
offered. According to the FSC,
the problem lies not within the
menu nor in the four week cycle
of rotating choices.

At the first meeting, a com-
plaint was raised about the
limited entree courses at each
meal. It was explained that,
currently, there are two hot
entrees at each meal, low priced
“value items” such as pizza and
falafel, the salad bar, and the
sandwich stand. Despite that,
the students feel that there is not
enough variety. Though the
salad bar has become more
popular this year, with the
amount of salad eonsumed on
some days hing one hund:

probi with the food being
served.”

The Food Committee feels
that while some improvements
have been made, more needs to
be done. “Things aren't going to
change overnight,” says Eliza-
beth Botterman, chairperson of
the FSC. The committe¢ is
launching a new advertising
campaign that will help publi-
cize that which the meal plan
has to offer. This will include
the setting up of bulletin boards
throughout the school and the

ion of menus and price

lists throughout the donmxory

The FSC fecls that since the

primary problem is lack of

pubhcxty, a vxgomus -dverusmg
paign is a p

In order to alleviate the

pounds, it cannot "be considered
an entree.

The Food Services Depart-
ment is in the process of elim-
inating certain less popular
items in order to allow for the
addition of other, new, hope-
fully more popular choices. One
of the students who was present
at the first meeting remarked
that it would have been bene-
ficial to have a “taste test™ of
the entrees offered at the new
meal plan so that they could be
evaluated. According the stu-
dent, “Food was served at the
meeting which is not usually
offered at the cafeteria, which

problems with the cafeteria, and
to implement new revised pro-
grams successfully, constant
student input is a necessity. “As
long as there's ongomg construc-
tive communication through the
FSC, students’ needs will be best
served,” stated Mrs. Braun.
Though the prices will not be
changed, the Food Service
hopes that the other changes will
result in more satisfied custo-
mers, who will feel that they are,
indeed, getting their money's
worth. The Food Plan is con-
sistently being reevaluated.

e ]
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STUDENT MEAL PLAN COMING SOON AT TNE
GREAT AMERICAN NEALTN BAR

Ed Kamenitzer, owner of the Great American Health Bar at 2 Park Avenue, Arnounced today a New meal Plan exclusively for Stern Students.
The meal plan is designed to offer delicious, heaithy, Kosher food at reasonable prices.

Rabbi Reich, of Stern Coflege, four (4) years ago requested that Ed Kamenitzer acquire supervision and creatg the first Kosher Gyeat
American Health Bar to serve the needs of Stern students. Together, they found a Mashgiach, Rabbi Gulevsky, and since then Great American
has been welcoming and serving Stern students and the Kosher community with fresh and heaithy meals.

The Meal Plan has been conceived as a way to continue and expand that tradition of service and quality.
To help us give you what you want, fill out the questionnaire and return immediately to The Great American Heaith Bar at 2 Park Avenue.

WEEKLY:

5 Breakfasts
5 Lunches

5 Dinners

3 Breakfasts
3 Lunches

3 Dinners

2 Breakfasts
2 Lunches

2 Dinners
Meal Plan Tickets Available Monthly

Meal Plan Tickets Available By The Semester
OTHER: (ABOVE) SUGGESTIONS:

YES

BENRRRRERRE
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Attack

Concern felt by the Jewish
community at large expressed
itself during a rally held at
Brooklyn College against rac-
ism. Although the participants

* were primarily Jewish residents

of Brooklyn, non-Jewish New
Yorkers also reacted with shock
and sympathy. The racial ten-
sion that has been rampant in
New York City has made its
residents painfully aware of the
great lack of understanding
between people of different
ethnic backgrounds.

After the Black-Hispanic
related incidents in Bensonhurst
that led to the Hawkins killing
last August, and this recent
attack on Jewish college stu-
dents in Brooklyn, New York
City’s administration can no
longer ignore the residents’
complaints about the degener-
ative state of affairs.

Brooklyn Councilman Noach
Dear and Mayoral candidates
Dinkins and Giuliani met with
students from Brooklyn Coliege.
Both Dinkins and Giuliani
addressed the issue by emphas-
izing that New Yorkers must put
their complaints into perspective
and realize that the issues oppos-
ing peaceful human existence-——
poverty, drugs, crime, and poor
education are the real enemies.
Legal action is in the process of
being sought, although the
proceedings- were -held off due
to the students’ hospitalization.
According to Mrs. Fogel, the
case has been almost fully

investigated and will go before
the grand jury in the near future.
The three students are recover-
ing. Fogel was released from the
hospital a week after the inci-
dent, and Weisburg followed
him three days later. Weisburg
could not be reached for com-
ment, but Fogel remarked, “I
just want to get out of bed and
go to school,”

His attempt to return to
school only three weeks after the
attack resulted in his return to
bed. “A fractured skull is a
serious thing,” said his mother,
“Only time will heal his injuries.”

However, in a recent inter-
view, Fogel pointed out that the
details in the newspaper could
not have much validity since
neither he, nor Weisburg have
revealed any details to the
authorities. “I cant say anything
until I speak to my attorney, but
what you read isn't exactly true,”
he ascertained.

While the actual details of the
assault are being witheld, the
resulting injuries are known.
Weisburg and Fogel were imme-
diately hospitalized. Weisburg
suffered external and serious
internal injury and a fractured
skull and Fogel suffered from
damaged knee and facial and
body lacerations. Weisburg was
in such poor condition that his
spleen had to be removed. Eilat,

_who_suffered injuries while

trying to help stop the fight,
declined hospitalization.
Three suspects have been

arrested, all of whom have
criminal records. The attributed
main offender has been released
on bail of $50,000, while the
other two are awaiting trial in
a juvenile offenders institution.

The reactions of the Jewish
community were varied. Some
people place the blame on the

Continued from page 3.

1 believe that women should
be what they want to be and do
what they feel is right. No

woman should have to fali
victim to the influences of the

Hiltel house for organizing such
an event on erev Yom Kippur
(the Day of Atonement), and
therefore refuse to show sympa-
thy. Most people have shown
deep concern for the victims.
Donations and cards were sent
from New York yeshiva high
schools and various community
centers as expressions of
sympathy.

Many individuals, Jewish and
non-Jewish have taken the time
out to send best wishes to the
victims. Fogel commented, “the
thing that shocked me was the
response from the people that
I don't even know. One girl even
sent me a card with a check
enclosed telling me to use it
towards good health.” Mrs.
Fogel added, “My son can read
them [the cards] yet, but just
knowing that they keep coming
increases his eagerness to get out
of bed.”

mo .
read the Torah and led the
congregation. That is not equal-
ity; that is blasphemy. What
rght do these women have to
change Judaism? Where are they
learning that women have the
same position in religion as men?
In my eyes, they are not achiev-
ing equality by wearing yalmuk-
ahs or reading the Torah or
becoming rabbis- they are mak-
ing themselves look stupid. Are
they so unhappy with their
womanhood that they have to
behave like men?

1 realize that some people will
disagree with me on many of the
above statements. 1 realize that
there will be many good argu-
ments against what [ have said.
The point that should be under-
stood is that Judaism is sacred;
it is all that the Jewish people
have to unite them. Women

Opinion

have obligations in the
Torah as do men, and the
women should be content with
what G-d has assigned them to
do.

What ever happened to the
little girls who wanted to be
mothers and housewives when
they grew up? The feminist
movement is giving a bad name
to those women who have old
fashioned values.

I do not think that I should
be looked down upon if I choose
not to become a president of a
corporation. If 1 feel that my
husband should be the major
sourcé of income while 1 raise
our children, does that make me
inadequate? Certainly not. And
just because | am content with
my role in religion does not
mean that there is something
wrong with me. The unorthodox
actions and beliefs of the fem-
inist movement lead women to
believe that they have to have
ahigh pressured job, that having
children is not enough, and that
every woman should be a super
woman.

[ the Orthodox community

Blu Greenberg fromp. 13.

a get unless she gave up custody
of their four year old son, which
she wouid not do. Councilwo-
man Susan Alter organized the
protest. There were over 200
people, men and women, includ-
ing rabbis of various communi-
ties. That constituted a political
group, not just, “let’s be nice and
work it out.” Men and women

face a potential halachic injus-
tice and have to exert pressure
on the rabbinical groups and the
batei din. The community can
be used as a lever, for example,
some rabbis refuse to give an
aliyah to a man who has refused
to give a get.

We have to use both strate-
gies, to learn more political
pressure points and to find
resolution at the level of the law

in a reinterpretation of hala-
chah. That will, once and for all,
elimipate this ugligness in our
community of recalicitrant hus-
bands who use¢ blackmail in
connection with a get, a naval
birshut ha Torah, one who hides
behind halacha for his own evil
ends. The law was intended to
protect Jewish women and
halachists should find ways to
be faithful to its intent.

—

Yeshiva University Food Services
Specials

Main and Midtown Centers

MONTH OF NOVEMBER:
SANDWICH SPECIAL

Lunch:

Dinner:

*Qur Deli Sandwiches contain 5 oz. of meat.®

ONGOING:

Buy any Sandwich, get a free 12 oz Fruit Punch
EGG SALAD $2.00 ® TUNA FISH $2.75 ® VEGETARIAN CHOPPED LIVER $2.60

SALAMI $3.75 ® TURKEY BREAST $4.50 ® CORNED BEEF $4.50 ® PASTRAMI $4.50 ® ROAST BEEF $4.50

TWO FRANK SPECIAL $3.00 (Two Hot Dogs w/Sour Kraut & French Fries
BURGER SUPREME 52.75 (Hamburger w/Lettuce & Tomato & French Fries)

Plus watch for our all new daily dinner specials
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halacha.

Rebbetzin Levine of Lower
Merion, says that her interaction
with the women in her commu-
nity has revealed that a lot of
a wornan'’s attitude towards her
role in life has to do with the
cultural environment that she
grew up in. After all, there are
equally intelligent and profes-
sional women for and against
women'’s prayer groups.

She feels that many. of the
women pushing for public ritual,
have grown up in modern
Orthodox or right wing Conser-
vative homes. The emphasis
there is on exploring belief
intellectually within the secular
world before accepting any-
thing. In contrast, the more
traditional Orthodox home first
accepts belief and then explores
the. meaning behind it. If one
accepts the Torah, one realizes
that within the Torah there are
different roies assigned. Rebbet-
zin Levine pointed out that men
are divided into three classes
when it comes to Temple service.
The roles are not equal; Kobh-
anim (priests) definitely have the
most active role when it comes
to serving God. However, they
and the Levites who have to
serve them have no portion in
the land. Although Israclites
Have to support the other two
classes, they have property of
their own. They all encompass
different communal peeds. Reb-
betzin Levine concluded that
women have to realize that their
roles are not discriminatory, but
different. There is equal fulfl-
ment in Torah for them as there
is for any Jew.

Yael Zeiger, a senior at SCW,
thinks that women prayer
groups are a great idea for those
who need them. However, they

are not essential in her feeling
fulfilled in Judaism. “I feel my
davening counts as much as a
man’s when I join a minyan.”
Faced with the option of praying
alone or with women, she would
choose the latter but would not
20 out and look for it.’

In contrast, Rachel Mohl, a
junior at SCW, feels that a
woman’s prayer group gives
women a chance to do, see, and
participate in unique Jewish
events. For example, seeing and
touching the inside of a Torah
scroll. Ms. Mohl is satisfied with
accepting the different roles of
men and women. However, she
feels that women sometimes
need another outlet for their
spirituality outside of the tradi-
tional home. Since it is within
halacha to pray with other
wornen, it seems to her a positvie
option for those wanting to
enhance their spiritual connec-
tion with God through a more
active role in prayer.

Ms. Mohl has attended a
woman's prayer group in Flat-
bush as well as women megillah
readings. She says that it is
quieter than most synagogues
that she has attended. “There is
a sense of feeling more a part
of things, wanting to listen
more.” Although some women
have made political statements
with their prayer, Rachel feels
the majonity of women are
sincere and are truly interested
in reaching a greater intensity
within prayer.

Rabbi Berman feels that the
idea that women want to take
their prayer seriously should be
seen in a positive light. His
response to the question of what
the halachic problems are in
prayer groups such as those the

CALL TOLL-FREE

1808

For more infbamation about husmane alternazves
10 animal dissection in CAsSIOOS,

$22-PR0G (37%4)
¢ studdent ontrasch prryact of Wv Animend Lagal Dfomse Purmd
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Controversy

Network over*sees was “there
are none.” He noted that as was
seen with women’s Jewish edu-
cation, there is a trend to call
forbidden, things that women
were not obligated to do and did
not do. This however, does not
lead credence to something
retaining it’s “taboo” label.

Examination-of the technical-
ities of halacha brings to light
the possibility that if women
climinate prayers allowed only
in a minyan, and are not called
up to the Torah in the presence
of a public (meaning men), they
can hold single sexed prayer
groups.

Rivka Haut, a member of the
Orthodox Women's Tefila Net-
work and founder of the seve-
n*year*old Flatbush Women's
Davening Group, feels that
many women are remaining
Orthodox because they are
being told that they can be
halachic and still participate
ritually in Judaism. Says Haut,
women have a clear understand-
ing of what is permitted and
what is not. Since men are not
always available to answer
halachic questions, women have
to be able to learn basic texts
on their own. “There is a
need for women to be able to
say words of Torah, read from
the Torah scroll, and lead the
women’s prayer group.” Haut
feels that prayer groups can
provide spiritual outlets for
women at meaningful moments
in their lives. She mentioned that
ufruf, the custom for the groom
to be called up the Sabbath
before his wedding to read the
haftorah as a token of thanks-
giving at such an important
time, should not be limited to
men. “Recently prospective
brides have begun following the
same custom.”

Haut stressed that the wom-
en's prayer groups are not acting
as a substitution for the com-
munal minyan Furthermore,
Rivka Haut does not feel prayer
groups are for everyone. ~“The
goal 18 not to take women out
of shul. Women who are happy
in their shul should stay there.”
She sees it more as an enhance-
ment for those women who feel
their needs are not fully met by
a regular minyan. As a gencral
rule, women's prayer groups
meet every four to six weeks,
with special regard for holidays
unique 1o women, tike Rosh

this pew trend in prayer as
having a negative cffect op

Blu Greenberg continued from pege s.

screaming. I experienced it on
two levels. One was that 1 felt
sorry, these were religious peo-
ple and the presence of women
turned their lives upside down
and so revolted them and their
religious experience. That was
one level of listening to their

and their screaming.
The other level was, why should
they be screaming if I'm daven-
ing with other women at the
Kotel? What right do they have
to shout down my tefillah? So
that hurt. There were a lot of
mixed emotions. On one hand,
it was exhilirating to be with this
group. Even as the women and
the men at the Kotel began
raising their voices in anger, a
woman in our group kept say-
ing, “Stay focused, we're here to
pray.” She kept us focused on
our reason for being there,
which was to daven with the
group.

On the one hand you can
stand back and say, why does
a group of women have to daven
at the kotel, rather than else-
where if there is going to be a
disturbance? But then on the
other hand, if the Kotel is a place
of tefillah for the Jews for
centuries, there shoukd be noth-
ing wrong with a women’s
prayer group, not a minyan,
praying in a halachic maancr
that follows the rules set by
Rabbis in America. We use an
Orthodox siddur (prayerbook),
we do not say all the berachot
{biessings) over the Torah and
we utter no devar shelbi kedu-
sha, which require a minyan to
be said. | understood therefore,
that the problem was not a
halachic one, in fact Rabbi
Goetz of the Kotel, who was
very helpful at the time, agreed
that it was halachically permis-
sible and thus gave the women
permission. So it’s more a
souologscal matter, which car-
ries over to other areas, trying
to keep women in their place so
they do not enter where they

didnt enter in previous
generations.
1 participated in a forum with

an Orthodox Rabbi whom 1
respect very much. He is also
quite forward thinking on wom-
en's issues. For example he was
the first rabbi | know to allow
a woman to read the ketubah
at a wedding. In the di i

ces and had made a pact that
no one would talk to the press.

i anyone asked, “what are you -

doing?” they would reply, “we
came to pray.” and not discuss
it any further. Still, someone
must have alerted the press and
this huge cuterie of press people,
waiting at the edge (fortunately
they were not allowed inside the
plaza) certainly must have
fanned the flames perhaps. It
was difficult at the conference
to plan a gathering of 60 women
at the Kotel without the press
hearing about it. And to some
extent, the press was beneficial,
for it brought the issue to the
fore. On the other hand, it was
unfortunate that it had to bruise,
divide, wound and exacerbate
an already difficult situation.

Observer: Do you see any pos-
sible sokutions to the agunch
problem?

Greenberg: 1 wrote an article
approximately ten years ago
about the need for the rabbis to
get together across the board of
the Jewish community and
make a unified law of gittin that
does not cause any possible
harm to women that would be
acceptable to to other Jewish
communities so that we have a
standard and one Jew will not
be unmarriagabic to another.
During the past decade, we have
moved through several stages.
The first stage was denying the
problem. The sccond stage was
one of apologetics as in, “the
laws were meant to protect the
women.” 1 agree with this,
originally the law was meant to
protect women, but that doesn
anser the question of agunot
today. The third stage was a
hand wringing stage, ackowl-
edging how scrious 8 problem
it is, and asking what we can
do about it. The fourth stage was
that of using the civil courts to
compel the giving of the get. The
fifth stage consisted of prenup-
tual agreements, which didnt
find wide acceptance for a
variety of reasons, aithough
some rabbis still require them.
The preauptual document goes
something like this; If the couplc
should ever part, a get should
be forthcoming. 1f not, then they
both go to a bet din and abude
by its decision. A problem that

he said that it was wrong for
the women to use the Kotel as
a place for a d jon. 1

exists days is that & bet din
can summon a recalicitrant

replied that it was mot the
women who made the demon-
stration but the men. Men

family life. He foeks that these | other group at the
advances will only Kotel in fact, imeer | learned that
the family becawse more reb- | there had been a women's tefilla
pand:vmonfromlhcwhﬂ seversl months carbier ot the
the key to buikding strong | kosel They had read the Torah
mh@oweommm'\ﬂnntk and there was no disturbance.
(ami}y K the mother s more | On the other haad, I do think
tved with her Judaism, her | this brouhaka could have boen
chikdren will inherit her love and | avoided and the owmes could
cmhusisam for ¥, The prayer | have done it in some other way
mmnfw—(m 10 88 Bt 10 stif wo & potentially
1w be the of a
cwrrent religious oced. Rabbi | The foct that these was 2
points out that “the | mmel press was upsciling o S

20 3 prenuptual

could be caforced in civil courts
voddbed‘&.'l‘k-ntnne
is the profiferstion of
tions such s GET, Ag‘m
and MITZVAR. There are two
differcot approaches. Ome is
intervention, working as » secial
worker to talk to the fasily owe
oo onc. The other spgeisach is

by AGUNAH sad was cacour-
aged by it Initially, | ssswmed
that there would be ien women
there snd fcit thet 1 shouid raise
uym-dh&aehh

womas had
hushond hes bosn wfsing to

wve hor 5 gat for two years. He
aid that he would »ot give her
Contiuwad we puge 12
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Schrecker and Levin:

PRO

by Tikva Ben Zvi

Dr. Elien Schrecker, Profes-
sor of history at SCW, does not
consider herself a feminist.
Coming from a liberated woman
of the eighties, that statement
seems to be somewhat perplex-
ing. However, Dr. Schrecker
clarifies her remark by explain-
ing that all women are feminists
as long as they are concerned
with “taking advantage of every
opportunity to realize their
potential as individuals.” There-
fore, Dr. Schrecker sees herself
as no different from any woman
in her quest to fulfill herself -
whether it be as a doctor, teacher
or accountant.

Dr. Schrecker said that she
sees feminism today as a move-
ment to remove the barriers
between women and their ability
to develop themselves to their
fullest potential. The greatest
obstacle standing in their way,
she says, is the decision they
have to make between career
and family.

The reason that ths 1

such an obstacle 1s because
career-wise society 1s structured
around the male. If a woman
wants 1o pursue a career, she
must do so on a “male career
path.” Since men cannot have
babies and traditionally have

not been the ones to stay home
and care for the children, no
concessions must be made in the
office for them to do this.

For women, the situation is
clearly different. Maternity leave
and time off to care for the
children shouid be taken into
account as a woman travels her
career path. The fact that it is
not shows a lack in our society,
a lack that has existed because
women and their job as home-
maker continue to be secondary
to men and their careers.

What Dr. Schrecker says
would be ideal is a male/female
career path where a man or
woman can take time off to raise
his/her children and be able to
return to his/ her career without
having had it suffer.

Another solution to the prob-
lem of choosing between career
and family is -to provide ade-
quate day care, so no choice
need be made. Nowadays day
care workers earn $12,000 -
$13,000 a year! It is an outrage

of dollars to have a stockbroker
handie its money with loving
care but will be so pecuniary
with a much more precious
commodity, its children. Dr.
Schrecker behieves that society
Must rearrange its prioritics.

Dr. Schrecker also points out
that men should have a role in
working to provide adequate
day care. It should not only be
a woman’s issue, but rather a
social issue. Why shouid it
always have to be the woman
choosing between family and
career? Why not provide good
enough day care so that no one
has to make the choice. No one
- man or woman - should be

1 : v by

On Feminism

higher on the SAT than a girl
who has received less, if any,
encouragement in the subject.
Another feminist claim that
was attacked was the statistics
that say that women earn less
than men. Feminism critics say
that this is completely untrue.
Dr. Schrecker responded by
saymg that women live in a
“pink ghctto,' relegated to
“women’s jobs” such as nursing
hing and waitressing. The

d prof y
he or she is a parent.

Dr. Schrecker also responded
to several attacks made against
feminism today.

One attack was that although
feminists say that there are no
significant differences between
men and women, in reality there
are many. For example, statis-
tics show that boys score higher
than girls on the mathematical
section of the Standard Achieve-
ment Tests (SAT). Dr.
Schrecker replied that of course
there are differences between
men and women, an obvious
and a great one being that men
cannot give birth. However, Dr.
Schrecker states that much of
what we consider differences
between men and women is
artificial, created because of the
way that society raises its chil-
dren. For example, a boy is

oreceiveacomputer—
as a gift, while a gir] will be given
a piece of jewelry. The result is
a difference in interests and
personalities between boys and
girls. If a boy has been condi-
tioned to perform well in math,
than he will definitely score

salary earned by cach of these
professions is less than that
earned by doctors, lawyers and
other professionals.

One may argue that nowa-
days women can become doc-
tors, lawyers, investment

bankers and earn as much as
their male counterparts. How-
ever, Dr, Schrecker reveals that
on alower level women and men
are equal, meaning that women
can be accepted to medical
school or receive positions in law

firms. However, they cannot
progress much higher. When it
comes time to choose a partner
for that doctor or lawyer’s office,
it is more likely that a man will
be chosen. Schrecker adds that
women can also run up against
the familiar choice between
career and family, and suffer
professional setbacks if they
choose to stay home and raise
their children.

What Dr. Schrecker pointed
out was that feminism today no
longer means what it did in the
70°s - namely that any woman
who did not pursue a career
should be condemned. She sees
the feminism of the 80's and 90’
as attempting to make certain
that no man or woman €ncoun-
ters gender-produced obstacles
in the path they choose -whether
that path leads to the life of a
doctor, teacher, accountant or
a homemaker.

Dr. EByn Schrecker

by Esti Weber

Dr. Margarita Levin, a phi-
losophy professor at Yeshiva
University, as well as an advo-
cate of the anti-feminist move-

interchangeable.

Dr. Levin sees many positive
differences between men and
women that should not be

ment, defies the contemporary
notion that a strong -willed
woman and a feminist are nec-
essary synonyms.

In 1987, Dr.Levin appeared
on the Morton Downey Jr.
Show. An ajl woman show was
being planned, and Levin's
name was mentioned to the
producers as an anti-feminist
who might appear. She agreed
to be on the program as an anti-
feminist not falling under the
religious or uncducaled cate-

d. Although there is
room for improvement in del-
incating a woman's role, Dr.
Levin feels that it is absurd to
take the view that there are no
differences between men and
women. There are intermediate
positions that one may take
without being reduced to the
cliche of “barefoot and pregnant
“in the kitchen.”

Dr. Levin believes that fem-
inists try to ignore the differen-
ces between the sexes."When
they do acknowledge them,” she

gory, that many anti-f
do. Dr. Levin later commented
that the show resembied a circus
rather than a rational forum for
discourse. She did, however,
have & chance to voice some of
her opinions on national
television.

Dr. Levin vehemently dis-
agrees with the feminist line that
"there are no significant diffes-
ences between men and women
in society, and any differences
we gee in status and occupation
are due 1o discrimination ang
sexism, due to society keepi

says, T portray the dif-
ferences in negative terms, such
as battered wives, date rape, and
sexual harassment.”

Dr. Levin is greatly disturbed
by the complaint that females do
not do as well in math on the
SAT's as do males. “They refuse
to accept that there may be
inherent differences between the
genders, and that males, in
general, might be better in
certain things.” Centain statistics
show that, 13:1 men are betier
than women in mathematics.
She explains that, “scholasshi

should be based on reality.”

When asked about her feel-
ings toward women’s studies
departments that are in univer-
sities, Levin explains that she
sees the courses as purely polit-
ical agendas that are purely non-
academic, and therefore not
belonging in a college. “lt is
ironic™ she says, “that, on the
one hand, fernimsts want men
and women to be equal but then
they have a special study on
women.”

Dr. Levin criticizes femunists
who belicve that all women must
work in order to protect them-
scives, especially from the pos-
sibility of divorce, even if they
have young children. She com-
pares it to buying fire insurance
to protect oneself, but cashing
it in before it 1s needed

Levin 1s concerned about the
growing number of neglected
children born to working moth-
ers. Dr. Levin, who did not work
while her children were growng
up, remarks, “What kind of
message are we giving? That
1aking care of chikdren is a lousy
career? Where are our chuld care
workers going 1o come from-
imported people who donY
speak English and cant do
anything clse? Are we going 1o
gve our children to prople who
have less education than the
person who takes care of our
car? She pointed out that
people on their deathbeds do not

men and women down.” Th:

thnxdanymenlndwomenm

for example, shouid be based on
individual achievement and
aptitude. In other words, it

Ity regret their lack of
working time, but rather fecl
guiity about not having spent
enough time with their fumilies.

Dr. Levin does not view
staying home with children as
degrading to the intellect. Levin
studied math in both undergrad-
uate and graduate school before
turning to the study of philos-
ophy. She says that she never
felt discriminated against as a
woman in a predominantly male
field. She added that many of
the professors and teachers who
helped her and encouraged her
throughout the years, were male.

Dr. Levin believes that there
must be unhappiness among the
leaders of the feminist move-
ment. She notes with pleasure
that students at Stern in gener-
ally do not feel the feminst
pressure as much as in other
universitics and is pleased about
the positive reactions when girls

in Stern get engaged. Dr.
Levin emphasizes that one still
has a life after her children get
a little oider. For exampie, she
mentions how Jeane Kirkpa-
wnick, former U.S. Ambassader
10 the U.N . stayed home when
her children were young Fem-
mists, she says, do not like 1o
acknowledge that some very
successful women, even in pol-
itics, have also spent a great deal
of time with their children and
families. “Ive had articles
published, been on TV, and
have had children. If financally
you have the option, you should
stay home with your kids when
they are young. If a2 woman is
going to have a job and be a
mother, then the children should
come first.”
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Learning
Contimied from page 3.
and -‘hindering to Israel’s
attempts: to. climb out of the
méess they are currently in.
American Jewry was silent
when the St.- Louis came to the

afraid to start up with their non-
Jewish neighbors and cause
trouble by demanding that their
brethren be allowed to seek
political asylum. It was better to
be quiet than to risk the public
opinion of Washington. It was
better to let a boat fuil of Jews
return to dic than to acknowl-
edge the humiliating truth, no
matter how American they had
become, they were still Jewish.

The world watched Israel
fight four major wars against
incredibie odds in the last half
century. Media coverage took
Isracl’s side. The David and
Goliath image turned the Amer-
ican people’s symapathy in
favour of defenseless, struggling
Isracl. It was “cool” to support
Israel and much money was
raised to help her survive the
ongoing attacks of the hatred
filled Arabs.

Today Israel is being asked to
trust the same people who cried
out for her destruction still only
sixteen years ago. However, that
is not the issue at hand. It is
not “cool” to support Israel
anymore. Ironicaily, this is when
Istael needs backup from Jews

everywhere, especially those in |

high official positions. Sending
a cheque once a year does not
entitle American Jews to sit back
and criticize Isracl’s predi

by Banji D). Latkin

place is in the home *, may once
have been a reality, but is not
so today. A woman's place is in
the court house, the hospital and
the law firm as well as jn the
home. Many of today’s women
are balancing successful careers
and families.

Judge Judith Smith Kaye is
a graduate of Barnard College,
a cum laude graduate of New
York University Law School,
and the first woman judge of the
New York State Court of
Appeals, the highest court in the
state. She is also the mother of
three. Judge Kaye is a product
of what is known as the
“mommy track,” women who
have chosen to balance careers
and families.

The mommy track is a term
which was devised by Felice
Schwartz in the Harvard Busi-
ness Review. It is a concept
which has benefitted many
working mothers. There was a
need to odate women

The old adage, “a woman’s

those who want to spend more
time with their children.

Dr, Evelyn Kraut married at
the age of 19 years, graduated
SCW in 1975, and was then
received early admission to New
York Medical College. After

who felt that they should spend
as much time as possible with
their children without relin-
quishing their careers.

In order 1o spend more time
with ber children when they
were young, Judge Kaye chose
to work only part-time in a law
firm. According to Kaye, “..the
arrangement didn't cost the firm
| one penny extra. Nor did it
discomfort any partner or client
with whom I worked.... The
arrangement was in my interest
b it enabled me, when my

in Gaza. Furthermore, this will
not improve the situation.
Sadly, more Jews made Aliyah
iast year in coffins than actually
came to lsrael to live.

Only when Jews start fighting
back, at least to support their
country and refute PLO propa-
ganda now rampant on college
campuses and around the coun-
try, will things begin to change.
Public awarcness has to switch
from the onc sidedness of Joel
Brinkley's stories. Jews have to
organize rallics, letters 10 the
editors of the major pewspapers,
t.v. shows etc. to neutralize
media events hike Days of Rage.
Students can do a lot to help
Israel’s public image. After all,
coliege students have been tak-
ing up causes since the carly days
of the civil nghts movement up
until thus sumimer 1o Beijing and

three children were very young,
to spend some time with them
at home, as | wished to do,
without forsaking my career as
a litigator or scarching for work
[ preferred less.”

“You learn to use littie pieces
of time very well,” Judge Kaye
said. She admitted that a suc-
cessful career and {amily are

she added, “there are lots of
opportunitics for part time
work.” Such opportunities help

very difficult 1o juggle.. “But,”

g her y, she gave
birth to twin girls later followed
by two more girls.. Dr. Kraut
now balances her career, four
children and a husband who is
also a doctor. When asked how
she balances her time between
her career and her children, she
responded, “with difficulty.” Dr.
Kraut emphasized that it is
particularly difficult because her
husband’s schedule is not con-
ducive to his helping out exten-
sively at home. Dr. Kraut is able
to spend time with her children
becausc she works part time and
is not part of a practice.

“Many men would not accept
what [ am doing,” she said. “But
1 feel that it is worth it.” She
does not feel that her career is
suffering because of her insis-
tence on being home for the
children nor does she feel they
are suffering because of her
career.

Nancy Brayer Bloch is the
psychologist at SCW. She is the
mother of four children, ranging
in age from two to 14. When
asked if her children, or child

have often been successful in
achieving a1 least recognition.
Often, their requests have been
instrumental in bninging about
drastic change.

Silence sank the St. Louis. We
can no longer afford to be sient.
Ity time to learn from our
mustakes.

in general, suffer cmotionally if
both parents work, her response
was, “in some areas, children
lose out, but in other areas they
gain a lot.” Children gain more
independence. They learn to
value quality time with their
parents. She pointed out that,
unfortunately, some children

Juggling Career and Family

may feel hurt if a parent is not
at home when school is over or
if a parent is unable 10 come see
them in a school play. “They
may be angry, but, the children
understand._..”.

1t is evident that a high-
powered carcer and time with
one’s family are not mutually
exclusive. However, to do both
compromises must be made. For
Kaye and Kraut, the sacrifice
was o limit their work to part-
time until their children were
older. For other women, their

family may be more “part-time™
than their careers. Some women
have arrangements in which
family and household duties are
relegated to their husbands.
All three of these wemen

obvious that the “women
can have it all” has become the
reality.

Senator at

home and been a fuli-time
mother she could not have
raised better chikiren. Winikow
left politics in 1984 to become
vice president of a utilities
company. In addition, she is a
member of the Stern College
Board of Directors. Her keen
interest in Stern College and in
the academic level in particular
was evident.

Good Luck
On Midterms!
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PANEL 1S DEDICATED 70 Mv BROTHER BARUCH WHOSE

RAGEMENT HAS CONUINCED ME TD COVTIWE THIS CARTOSN - N“‘

BY CHANT RUTTNER cvcw
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SO ANow I'M TAKING CARE
OF MY FAMILY, BALANCING
A SUCCESSFUL CAREER,

SHOPPING, COOLING, CLEA NI
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SPORTS TRIVIA

by Beti Weber

enjoying what sport?

season?

by atrplans?

a prize.

1. Who i8 the nsw commissioner of football?

4:wnmhhmksyp]aaarmﬁwmemdﬂcm’sgoalsswrmgmom?
5. A recent issue of Sports Yllwstrated fsatured Michaal Jordan of the Chicago Bulls

8. Hershecl Walker was tradedfromthe __ Cowboys to the Minnesota
" 7. Which former rookde of the year, becams a “born again Christian” during the off

8. Which CBS football analyst and former hsadooach of the football Raiders never travels

9. Which two New York Met Coachss were recently given the axe?
10. Who was the most valuable player of the 1989 World Series?

Congraulations to Adrisnne Goldfedder, winner of the Observer's Septernber Sport's
Quiz. The first 8CW student to hand in ths correct answers to the above quiz will recetve

Lady Macs Defeat
Champion Team

by Shoshana levine

On Thursday, October 26,
while approximately thirty-five
thousand people were heading
towards Flushing New York to
participate in the Rolling Stones
concert at Shea Stadium, six
members of the Stern tennis
team were also headed in the
same direction, Their final
destination, however, was not
the baseball stadium, but rather

Tenmis Center. The main feature
wits not a rock coneert, but an
alternoon tenns match

Stern College’s opponent,
Baruch, had an excellent record
throughout their scason, and
had just, five days carlier,
clinched their league’s champ-
onshup. The opportune weather,
along with the top-notch quality
of the courts, were both highly
conducive to playing, and the
|.ady Macs defeated Baruch by
a wide margin. The finat score
of 7-2. howeser, was pimanly
due 10 the spectacular plaving
cxhibited by the Yeshina
women. Captain Minam Simp-
son commuented, "It was @ great
match. and the girky plased well
We're fooking farward to tavimg
many more challenges in the
future, and  we're  amming
towards & winmng scason
Minam, a three vear veteran ol
the team. along with other
veterans, Iina Friedman,
Sharon Wewder, and Mindy
Ackerman, jomed lorces with
new members, Helen Furst and
Shoshana Fevine to achieve this
satishying victory. These players
were not Just excited about ther
tnumph. but were additionally
excited shout having played the

~the tenms counts I the U5 Openr—1

Simps: Qh

Fried Miriam ¢

SCW Tennis Team: Adeena Schonbach, Esti Weber, Puige Levey, Dina

Levine, Mindy Ackerman and

Karen Greenblatt.

match 1 the world famous US
Open tenms courts. “The last
time 1 was sitting by this court.”
commented one of the players,
"I was watching Jimmy Conners
blow away his opponent in the
quarter-finats of the US Open
Its so much fun to b the one
plaving now mstead of bemng a
e \pCC[iHU! l Cdn now sad
that | played vn the same courts
on which the world's top players
play. ™ "Now 1 ovan sympathize
with the plavers who complain
about the nose from treguent
planes fhving overhead toward
and trom the nearbs aswrport,”
another team member sdded
" The tremendous nonstop noise
s a huge disturbance duning
one match.”

Fhe overall excitement of the
twam died ouwt rather quickiy,
however, when the players were
informed that the van, intended
to deliver them back 1o Stern.
wis stuck in horrendous traflic,

and would not be arriving for
at Jeast an hour. The traffic jams
and two hour delays were pn-
manly due to the ensuing rock
concert. After a long wait, the
van finally arrived. and the Stern
Mags headed back to Brookdalc
Hall thus giving up their chance
of perfurming at the Stones
coneert

Look out
for our
next issue on:
Evaluating
Academics
at SCW

SCW Vollyball Intramurals

SCW
Tennis Team
Begins Season

by Esti Weber

The Stern College Tennis
team has begun its season. After
only one tennis practice, the
Lady Macs played their first
match against Western Con-
necticut on Sunday, September
24. Western Connecticut is one
of the highest ranked teams in
the division. The Macs were
defeated 7-2.

It is only fair 1o mention that
due to the fall break, there were
no practives held in preparation
for the next match with John
Jay on Tuesday, October 24
The Macs were forced to forteit
three of nine matches that day
because the team did not have
cnough athletes 1n attendence

This put the Macs at a great
disadvantage. The team from
John Jay, on the other hand.
holds practice on a daily basis.

On Thursday, October 26, the
Macs defeated Baruch 7-2.
Baruch has an excellent record
in the division and recently won
a championship in their league.

Captain Minam Simpson has
organized a full roster of
matches for this month. Coach
Suri Brody is enthusiastic about
the season. She fesls that the
team has strong players and will
do well. The Stern Tennis play-
ers look forward to playing
upcoming matches and hope to
capture the title

f
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OPPOS!

Come show your support for the Lady Macs i
| Basketball Schedule ‘
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Shalom Kosher Pizza
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