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Monday February 26,
marked the first annual Yeshiva
University undergraduate Par-
ents’ Day. Various programs
took place throughout the entire
day in both the midtown and
the uptown campuses. The
overail agenda was designed to
atlow the parents of the students
the opportunity to meet with the

vanous admimnistration and fac-

ulty. 10 attend lectures given by
their children’s professors, and
to personally experience a typ-
ical day in YU. Invitations for
this gala event were sent out six
weeks in advance. Although
over three hundred parents
responded affirmatively and
made reservations, approxi-
mately 175 people actually
attended.

The program began at 10 am
with all the participants conven-
ing uptown, in the Weissberg
Commons of Belfer Hall for a
welcoming speech and opening
reception. Following President
Lamm's welcoming speech,
information booklets about the
university were distributed and
the parents were then treated to

Dr. David Shatz lecturing

Annual Parents Day Program Lt At YU

by Shoshana Levine

partake of a breakfast buffet.
Later, coach buses arrived to
transport parents of the students
.in the women’'s college, to the
midtown campus. Arriving at
Stern at 11:30, the parents had
a choice of attending one of two
different mini lectures. Rabbi
Reuven Aberman, a visiting
Jewish Studies professor at
SCW, spake in the Koch Audi-
torium orr the issue of exile and
redemption, while simultane-
ously, Dr. David Shatz taught
about divine providence and
human decision making. These
self contained lectures lasted a
little over an hour. Many par-
ents remained in the room tc
further ask questions even after
the lecture was over. “The
format of the lecture was excel-
lent,” one enthusiastic parent
commented on her way out of
the Auditorium. "Instead of
simply allowing us to sit in on
a regular class, which would
have been completely out of
context for us and therefore very
hard to follow, we were given
a mini lecture which enabled us
to learn a great deal.”

With the completion of the
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lectures, parents were escorted
down to the cafeteria, where
they received complimentary
meal tickets and were invited to
partake in the caf cuisine. While
enjoying their lunch, parents
were entertained with back-
ground dining music by three
talented students. The umm
mental bie f d Dina

Calendar Procedures Defied In
Dramatics Societies’ Showdown

- by Deena Yellin

In an effort to steal the show
dates from Stern College’s Dra-
matics Society, YCDS defied
the Calendar Committee, SCDS
and, depending on whom to
believe, Dean of Students Eph-
ram Nulman. This action, which
has resulted in the biggest
conflict of this school year,
seems to be consistent with the
history of rivalry between the
two societies and the injustice of
which SCDS has often been a
victirh.

According to Darrin Hirt,
Yeshiva College Student Coun-
cil Secretary, who is in charge
of the Calendar Committee,
“The play dates were reserved
first by the Stern College Dra-
matics Society.” He was later
informed that YCDS wanted to
stage their performance the
same week and told them that
they could not have it. “I toid
them to look for another week,”
he said, "But they went to Dean
Nuiman aver my head to set the
datz they wamed

Koch, Suzie Magid, and Beth
Zuckerman playing Hebrew
music on the flute, viola, and
guitar respectively. For one
father this event marked the

" highlight of the day. "For me,

witnessing the ‘Stern Caf Expe-
rience’ was an important expe-
rience, considering that my
daughter probably spends the
majority of her time there.” This
parent in addition inquired as
to whether the live entertain-
ment is available for the students
on a regular basis.

Various academic lectures
were presented following lunch.
Parents again had the opportu-
nity to choose which sessions
they wanted to attend. Dr.
Burdowski, a Biology professor
at SCW, spoke in Koch Audi-

Cont. page 6 col. 1

Dr. Babich And Rabbi Flaum
Voted Professors Of The Year

by Nechama Goldman

Seniors recently voted for the
“Professors of the Year” in the
Secular and Judaic Studies
Department. The winpers were
Rabbi Tzvi Flaum and Dr.
Harvey Babich.

Rabbi Trvi Flaum, Mashg-

ach Ruchani of SCW, has once
again been voted the Senior
Professor of Judaic Studies.
After teaching here for almost
a decade, Rabbi Flaum has been
awarded this honor five times.
Rabbi Flaum pointed out that
while this is a pleasant acknowl-
edgement of his efforts, he
doesny work for awards. He
accepted the honor on behaif of
the Judaic Studies faculty. "1
dont want to let this go to my
head,” he joked.

Rabbi Flaum has close inter-
action with the entire student
body through his weil attended
courses and through his extra-
curricular shiurim (lessons).
Senior Penina Ginsberg said
that she voted for Rabbi Flaum

because “he does so much for
the school. He's reaily there for
us and listens to the student
body.”

Flaum said that he has
watched the senior class over the
last four years and seen them
Cont. page § col 1

to Hirt, Nulman
mfo-ned him that the matter
was pot in Hirts hands any-
more. Hirt revesled that, “This
xstheonlyumdmmme&mg
went above my head.” To date,
YDCSS play is not yet written
on the official school Calendar.
Dean Nulman however, who
dictates policy of Calendar
Committee procedures, denied
that he played mypm‘.mthc
matter. He claimed that, “This

SCW's play director, informed
her early in the year that they
would nced March 29-Apri} 3
for their play dates. Bank knew
this might be a problem since
YDCS usually has their play
around this time and she calied
YCDS President Kenny Roch-
lin, asking him if SCDS could
schedule their performance for
that time without conflicts with
YCDS. “He said they hadn't set

She told Rochlm that she had
to set a date that week because
SCDS had to order the lighting,
equipment and scenesy.
Furthermore, Bank asked
Rochiin to check with YC play

date for the SCDS play. When
she didn't bear from Rochlin,
Bank set the date with the
Calendar Committees. Rochlin
never called her back. However,
“The next thing I knew, YCDS
had the same play dates as we
did and there was nothing I
could do about it.” said Bank.
Rochlin presented a different
story. He claimed that when he
spoke with Bank, he informed
her” that YCDS tm'lmoully

mm'ﬁnmmdm

is the matter of two student

groups of college stud and
the administration shoukin't be
involved.” According to Nul
man he received 8 note from
YCDS president Kenny Rochlin
concerning the reservation of the
play date but Nulman informed
him that be would not overrule
the Calendar Committee.

Concerning the apparent
neglect on the part of YCDS to
reserve the date, Nulman said,
"1 wonY comment on the pro-
priety of YCDS scheduling their
piay for that date.” But he added
that, “We ail have to abide by
the procedures™ procedures
which inciode reserving dates for
events with the Calendar Com-
mittee.

to SCDS Presi-
dent Elana Bank, Rina Elisha,

the
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Editorial ——
The Best Of Both Worlds

IHF BFST OF BOTH WORLDS

For many vears it has been OBSERVER tradition to devote
an entire newspaper to the Purim issue. Therefore, it may come
as @ surpnise to some that this publication contains the regular
March newspaper with the annual Purim issue as an insert. Some
may wonder why the OBSERVER did not come out with two
separate March publications: one devoting itself entirely to Purim
and the other -the monthly issue- as other Yeshiva University
publications have done.

Unfortunately. because of financial constraints, the OBSERVER
has had @ difficult enough time covering the cost of its monthly
issues and could therefore not afford to publish two seperate issues.
However, to devote the March issue entirely to Purim would be
neglecting journalistic responsibility. Thus, the OBSERVER board
has combined the best of both worlds.

LIMITING RE-ELECTION

Rabbi Tsvi Flaum. Mashgiach Ruchani and Judaic Studies
instructor at Stern College, contributes greatly to the religious
experience at SCW. He constantly gives shiurm and makes himself
available 1o the students on a regular basis. Becuase of this devotion
he has been voted Judaic Studies Instructor Award for several
consecutive years.

However. it is important that other Judaic Studies instructors
who are deserving receive the recognition due to them as well.
Therefore, it may be beneficial to impose a limit on the number
of times an instructor can win the award. Such a limit would
make it possible for others who are deserving of honor to receive

It

To All Perspectives

In response to the editorial “Never Again™ published in the March
1990 1ssue of HAMEVASER. THE OBSFRVER wishes to express
immaoderate disappointment in the close-minded view presented

The goal of @ uniersity s to provide a learning environment.
one which atlows students of all political denominations to
intelicctualhy expose themselves o authentic existing beliefs. A
university does and should prepare ity students to become well
cducated and enlightened adults. Onee informed. cach student may
formutate his o1 her own opinion concerning the present day
political sitaation, particukarly i afand as fraught with contiovernsy
as Israed

One cannot bin sprakers simply because he of shie disagrees
with the subect makter prosented Moir Kahane wants what il
o s want, munely. peace e brack The Jact that he suggests
ditastetul micthods o anpopular weas v Bot seasen enough o
condemn him Futthor, Men Nahiane spoke (o g packed sudience
i Rubin Shab last vear. the lectine was sponsored by YOSC - There
were no protests staged by the men uptown and no ediorials wiitten

We e divappointed by the impropnicty of HAMEVASER i
denounving the academe id nteleetsal treedom which we stmve
tor and we wonder whethor the Gosermng Board members of
HAMEVASER would beas guick to protest o feclaie al Yeshina
Unnersity by g radical Ielt wing politician

CRUISE SHIP JOBS

Hiring \len \Women, Summer Year Round
Phoweraphers, Tour guides, Recreation Personnet

Eacetient oy pias FREE taved Canbbean, Hawan. Babamas,
South Pacar Menico Call Now' Call retundable
A L P S AR E I

ORRECHONS FOR FEBRUARY ISSUE

Putagiaph 1 of puge H should
have read betore paragraph ot
pape 0

Phe headhine of page S columa
should read Yo bisbhvat seder
Not Pased (vt

Sata Baviie has been |dionad
Page Editos tor the past 4 insues
of the newspapes and dewenves
special appreciation for her fine
woth

The lreadline of page S column
4 should 1cad Alva Incenine
Fund Formed For YU Gradu-

ales
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Letters

SCW Student Praises
Food Services

To the Editor:

last semester | wrote to you
rcgarding Food Services here at
Stern College. In that article 1
primarily wrote about the neg-
ative aspects of the new Dining
Club and the cafeteria. I am
happy to now write to you
regarding  the  numerous
improvements that have been
implemented since that article.

and the addition of Stuart the
situation at the cafeteria has
changed

First and foremost, my apol-
ogies o Food Services for that
ﬂli\lilkcll ntormation I ocom-
mented o regarding an addi-
vonal $1.25 lor lettuce and
tomato. This is not correct. it
is free to add lettuce and tomato
to any sandwich. This is a great
offer since in most restaurants
and delis the cost of extra fettuce
and tomato s up to a dollar
more

The valetena
complete satid bat
swes has been g

now has a

Food Ser-
SUHCTOUS
with thy vanets o segctables
wintet Thore
Bas abwe been tie addiion ot
pasta and frud sadads on the
satld bar cart Hie salad dress-
g s now free Along with the
new salad bar the cal has two
wopurt machines. Thetlas ors are
changed guite frequentls. Abo
aralable s ety of tuppings

fn the past. SCW students
been victims of pasta
cntrees vach and everyduas
Todas the hot funch entrees al
school vary cach das. Quiches
soultles, stulfed potatoes and
Hany

avalable cven in

have

mere hot ranehes now
the v burthor-
mure, vvennday ihe cateteria
olters falatel and pirze And of
vounse. there s abwass a4 large
selection of vold sandwiches
Along with the iunch menu
both breaklast und dinner have
also been improsed Now tor
breakfust students have the
wsuad chowe of muthas, juices
and trnt They also have wal-
Hes, pancakes, and buttermilk
biscuity The cafetena » now
open from S 1o T opmoan the
ciemngs, otfering meast dinnens

LT (NI

ranging from broiled chicken to
deli sandwiches.

The cafeteria has also
expanded to snack and fast food
items for students catching a bit
between classes. There is the
snack food center which offers
a wide selection of natural food
snacks. There is also the new
added soda refrigerators carry-
ing cold botties of soda includ-

__ing coke, diet Coke, as well as,

Dr. Brown's and others.

Furthermore, the cafeteria
has resumed its Friday take out
for students not wanting Lo eat
in the caf. As to our past
suggestions the cafeteria has
mdeed placed @ microwave
downstairs and has provided
variety.

On a different note | think the
new personnel in the cafeteria
are a refreshing and friendly
group who ure a pleasure to tatk
1o, Henee us « graduating
senior who has been s SCW for
almest thrcveans the ditleren-

RN © AL congratu-
istions > o bood
Nofvwes v A done

Comment On
“Rebbe” Article

To the Editor:

I want 1o vommend Sarah
\bithbol tor her informatine
artle ubout HuRav Hagaon
Ruav Menachem Schneenson,
Shlita 12 16 901 Howeser, tor
the sahe of cerrectaess, | owish
o p('il“ out wo
pandiesy 10 the picve

Firsthy. the Ba'al HaTanya,
Rav Shnewr Zaiman of Liad:
ZiY was not the author of the
Shulchan Aruch. The Shuichan
Aruch was written by Ray Yose!
Caro 711 otherwne Anown as
the Bew Yoset, Mechaber. of
Kewet Moshneh He tived in the
15th and iI6th centures The
Sseter to winch My Abitboi was
andoubicdiy referning was the
Shulchan Aruch HaRav wheh
was deed ponned by the ongs

mor dowres

inal Lubavitcher Rebbe. Inter-
estingly enough, the Shulchan
Aruch HaRav constitutes one of
the few (if not the only) subse-
quent codifications of halacha
which follow Rav Caro’s style.
Secondly, Chabad’s motto
was cited as “vou shall spread
forth to the North and the
South™ its source was listed as
Bereishit 8:14. Actually. Berei-
shit8:14 telis us when the land
dried out after the Mabul. or
Great Flood-the 27th day of the
second month. The pasuk which
Lubavitch utilizes is from Berei-
shit 28:14, in which Hashem tells
Yaakov, “And vour offspring
shall be as the dust of the earth.
and vou will spread westward.

castward, northward. and
southward...”
Please continue reporting

about Gedoler-Torah in the
tuture, and keep up the good
work.

Kenny (Shiomo) Schwartz
YC 93 RIETS 96

Dr. Grosof Negates
Book Store Idea

1o the Editor:

The recent cduonal “Book
Smuart” cbebruary 199
duserves  comment. Bt

anstructons must place book
veders 1o July tor Fall semester
vourses and 10 mid-December at
the fatest for the Spring semester
1o ensure tmely delivery &t
buokstores. Figures provided by
the Registrar so far in advanee
cannot be used predictively: my
own strategy (o double the
wumbers Sevond, Barnes and
Noble docy not order sery
popular fexts 0n 4 course-by-
course hasis byt mainlans 4
supphy, and il oan nstiuctor of
say. Baruch or NY U chooses the
wame text but fails to nouty B
& N then 100 extra students are
competing for the same books
In addition. the 18th Streetstore
i hnown to have lower pnoes
than many Coliege booksiores.
the iatter often “run out” and
direct purchases o the muan
iocation. Finally, most book-
stores tind that publishers’
“hipping sohedules van be mad-

Cont. oa page 3 col §
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Opinion

Editor’s Note

by Deena Yellin

Despite all the other problems
that we have been grappling
vith for many - years, Stern
College's biggest problem may
oe her self image or rather, the
self image Yeshiva University
has forced upon her.

The controversy concerning

the dates of the SCW Dramatics
Society and the YCDS is par-
ticularly distrubing becuase it
has a history behind it. Since the
nception of SCDS several years
ago, there has been rivalry
between the two societies. The
debate over the timing of the
plays is not mew to the two
groups. In several cases in which
there was a similar conflict,
SCDS compromised and
changed their play date.
It s significant to note that
SCDS has gotten the raw end
of the deal in more ways than
the issue of timing. SCDS is
responsible for assembling their
lown stage, scemery, set” and
lighting. This does not take place
%"m an auditorium delegated for
;the dramatic production but in
1Koch Auditorium where most
jother major lectures and events
lof SCW are held.

Precedence is not given to the
actresses who exert much of
-heir time on the one perfor-
mance their limited annual
tbudget allows them. It is not

annual performances.

The tension betwéen YC and
SCW societies is not limited to
the stage. The CLARION, the
jaint political science journal of
SCW and Y€ has also been a
sore spot between the two
campuses. In the beginning of
the year, the SCW students on
the staff did not feel they were
getting equal representation.
More recently, tension has been
building due to funding prob-
lems. In a recent article in
another undergraduate newspa-
per on the topic of the CLAR-
ION, the writer meglected to
acknowiedge SCW's role. While
a YC student Editor was men-
tioned, the SCW Editor-in-
Chief' was noticably absent.

Throughout the year, SCW
has not been treated with respect
or equality. The SCWSC Pres-
ident was not informed of the
Zionist Retreat by YCSC earlier
in the year, nor of the Abraham
Fried sweatshirts, nor of several
new clubs formed at YC, includ-
ing the Finance Club and the
Israel Club.

These problems are not enti-
ties unto themselves but are
reflections of a larger problem.
Women at SCW are victims of-
unjustice. If there was a system
judging the quality of the better
society or the more successful
club which subsequently

ineccesary to mention that
'YCDS has always had a special
“heater for their use for their bi-

received superior Tacilifies and
funding it would be fair. Pres-
ently. the advantages are not

necessarily thrust upon our
counterparts uptown because
they are superior but because
they are at YC and we are at
SCW. However, the main prob-
{em is not in the lack of facilities,
though this issue should not be
trivialized, rather, the real prob-
tem is in imége.

Although' intellectually and
academically the differnces
between the two may not be
significantly different their
respective images are vastly
diverse. Unfortunately, it seems
more acceptable for an intelli-
gent Jewish male to choose YC
than for an intelligent female to
choose SCW. When male
friends of mine turned down Ivy
League colleges for YC their
decisions were: met with enthu-
siasm. However, when a SCW
student reveals that she made a
similar choice she is met with
a response like “Why would
anyone go to Stern when they
could go somewhere really
good?” or, worse yet, “You nrust
be after an MRS degree.”

This negative attitude exists at
YU where the advantages of
being in the Univeristy’s frame-
work should be clear and not
subject to scrutiny. To me, these
attitudes are merely a micro-
cosm of the real problem; Wom-
en’s learning is not taken as
seriously as men’s. In a past issue
of this newspaper, an article
discussed the importance of
women’s learning not being

considered as important as it
should be.- She was met with
much criticism and contro-
versy...by male students.

This is antithetical to what
SCW strives for, The ideal of
SCW is to promote Jewish
education for women on a high
level. It is disappointing that
SCW is looked down upon
while colieges which don't offer
high level Jewish studies courses
are resepcted.

It is also disconcerting when
faculty of YU participate in the
YU bashing rituals. Dr. Beukas
has been said to insult his cast
when their acting is not up to
par by saying, "You're acting
like the girls at Stern.” While
Beukas is entitled to his per-
sonal opinions, by using this
particular metaphor he is con-
veying a negative attitude about
the talent and seriousmess of
SCW. students which carries
over in the interactions between
the two campuses. The stu-
dents of SCW and YC should
be working together, not against
each other. Mutual respect and
consideration should be the hal-
Imarks “of their relationships.
This can then facilitate the clubs
and societies to accomplish
more by working with one
another.

Most importantly, SCW
women have to respect them-
selves. Despite the signals we
receive from external environ-
ment we have to take pride,in

(= S

By: Bertolt Brecht
March 29, April 1,2.3 8:00 pm
$6.50 in advance

Stern College Dramaties Society

presents

THFE CAUCASIAN CHALK CIRCLE

Translated By: Eric Bentley
Saturday Night March 31-10:00 pm

$7.50 at the door

Tickets available from:

Heather Rutner 683-2529 (Br. TE)
Flana Bank 213-15372 (Br. 16F)

as in our abilities. It is absurd
ta go through college having to
defend one’s decisions and
actions.

And even when we don't
| receive external support and
encouragement, we must pro-
vide it for ourselves. If we
| respect ourseives and recognize
 our abilities in a serious manner
| then that respect and recogni-
i tion will come from others.

\ the choice we've made as well
i
|

YU & STERN COLLEGE
20% OFF YOUR MEAL

WED. & THURS, NITES 6 P.M, - MIDNITE
GOOD THRU MARCH 31st, 1990
WITH THIS COUPON ONLY!

TEIN

SPECIAL !!!

CASH SALES ONLY
Yalid With Y.l1./Stern LD.

20 % Discount For Table Service Only

135 Essex $t (212) 473-3900

1 HR. FREE PARKING CAR SERVICE AVAILABLE
10% DISCOUNT AT ALL TIME-CASH ONLY

.
Disagreement Over
R .

Soviet Jewry
Py
Activism

To the Editor:

I was pleased to read the
editorial in the previous issue of
THE OBSERVER entitled “Let
History Repeat ltself.” It indi~
cates a maturity of ideas and a
realization of the true nature of
the problems facing Soviet
Jewry. This is something that
most, if ot all, Jewish leaders
and advocacy groups lack. 1t is
much to the discredit of these
otherwise generally worthy
groups that they feel threatened
by a situation that is accomp-
lishing their- own goals, yet is
completely independent of
them. 1 applaud THE
OBSERVER for its insight and
courage in addressing this issue,
however indirectly. :

That being said, however, 1
must express my chagrin at the

fact that the editorial did not ™
expound upon' its success. By
describing the Soviet govern-
ment as being in a state of
“chaos™ where “it is not clear
who is in charge;,” THE
OBSERVER shows that it is not
entirely up to date on the current
situation in that nation. The
Soviet Union in fact has cur-
rently the most stable’ govern-
ment of any Eastern Bloc coun-
try and is in no immediate
danger of capsizing. .
Moreover, by encouraging its
readers 1o petition the State
Department to lift quotas on
Soviet immigrants, THE |
OBSERVER forgets the origi-
nal intent of these restrictions.
The 50,000 immigrant cap was
placed under considerable
Israeli pressure in order to
redirect Jewish immigration to
Israel instead of the United
States. If Jewish activists are
foolish enough 1o write such
letters, it would only result in
a loss of prestige for Isracl and
the already hurting Soviet Jewry
advocacy groups.
Steven Stadtmauer
YC 9t

Editor’s Comument, the titie of the
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Kahane Speaks At SCW
— Spurs Student Controversy

by Sharona Cunin

Close to one hundred people
filled a classroom at Stern
Coliege, on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 28 to hear Rabbi Meir
Kahane give a speech titied “Ol
Maichut Shomayim.™ Rabbi
Kahane, the well-known and
critically acclaimed founder and
leader of the Kach party in
Israel, was recently ordered to
leave the Knesset. This lecture
was attended by SCW and YC
students, and by many people
from other communities.

Rabbi Kahane's opening
statement was that politics is not
a Jewish concept. Rather, every-
thing is really a matter of
Halacha, be it regarding Shab-
bat, the status of a Jew or the
Arab nations. “1 am a Rabbi,”
he said. “who unfortunately is
in politics.” Kahane proceeded
to bring many different sources
from the Torah as proof to
support his position {namely, to
have the Jews firmly and com-
pletely control all land that
rightfully belongs to Israel
according to Halacha]. For
example, the Ramban (Nach-
monides) asked in Parshat She-
mot why G-d didn't just punish
the Fgyptians with the Ten
Plagues, and leave the Jews in
Goshen (where they lived prior
ment). The answer given is that
G-d knew that the Jews could
not properly do the Mitzvot
(commandments) in lands where
they are ruled over by other
nations. This relates to the verse
that describes the Jews as a
nation that lives alone. Kahane
expanded this on this point by

saving that we definitelv should

love and respect people. How-
ever, we are still commanded to
be separate as a nation. There-
fore, it is not a Torah concept
to have complete integration of
both Jews and non-Jews in a
Jewish state. )

The main focus of Kahane’s
speech dealt with the status of
the Arabs according to the
Torah, and what there ‘power
should be a Jewish state.
Kahane quoted a Rashi in
Parshat Shoftim which stated
that in any war, both obligatory
and optional, the Jews should
first ask the other nation for
peace. |f peace is agreed upon,
then the other nation must
accept certain obligations of
taxation and servitude to the
Jews. The Sifrei in this Rashi
even says that if the nation only
agrees to one of these condi-
tions, the Jews should not accept
the offer, Kahane added that the
Rambam (Maimonides) states
in Hilchot Milochim that servi-
tude means being lowly, and

Rabbi Meir Kabane.

Blood Test Drives Held At YU

never being appointed to any
position among the Jews,
including the lowliest position of
water carrier. Kahane then
pointed out how contradictory
to Halacha. and absurd it is to
give citizenship to Arabs in
Israel, and to allow them in the
Knesset.  Kahane. emphati-
cally stated that the Arabs
unquestionably believe that all
of Israel is their land. The strong
national pride that they feel for
the land, Kahane explained,
cannot be "bought™ by electricity
and running water. It does net
make sense to say "look how
much we did for them [the
Arabs], why-arent they happy
just to sit quietly?” The Arabs
dre working towards eventually
taking away lIsrael from the
Jews, said Kahane. In general,
the Arab birthrate is four times
higher than the Jewish birthrate.
In the Galil, for example, the
majority of residents are Arab,

Cont. on page 19 col. 3

Allison Atlas Visits SCW Testing Site

by Sarah Fineberg

Allison Atlas is probabiy the
most well known name through-
out New York college campuses.
Her status, however, is one that
we all hope never to achieve.
Alison is @ twenty year old
voung woman who used to
attend New  York University.
She i presently suflenng from
a rare form of leukemia and 1s
wn desperate need of a bone-
marrow transplant

Shockingly. doctors say that
only one out of 20000 people
have her bone marrow type
Fhere s a greater chance how-
vver. lor finding her a match
with someone of Jewish Lithua-
man descent. Some ol the many
ummversities that have shown
therr ssmpathy toward Allison
Atlas by holding blood 1wt
drives i oan atiempt o find o
match are New York University,
Columbia  University  and
Yeshina Unnenity (including
Finstein, SCW and Yy,

Many causes such as this have
ansen belore and yet lew have
been taken up as sincerely or an
overwhelmimgly as Allison’s
When ashed what made this
cauw take hold of the public the

way it did, a Stern College
student said, "l i 50 casy just
to give a few tubes of your
blood. And vet at could make
the ditfercnce between life and
death. Ut is trightening that she
I our age and yet going through
~o much trauma.”

Yeshiva College held 1s blood
test drive on January & in the
Morgenstern dormitory. It was
arranged by Jeft Chaitott, Assis-
tant Dean of Students, and was
run by two YO students,
Michael Raskas and Josh Tho-
mas. Yeshiva University became
imolhved 10 the cause when
Chatoft recerved @ phone call
trom Sy Atlas. Allison’s cousin,
and requested that a blood test
drive be held at YU The
respome 1o Atlass reguest way
immediate. Approximately 200
students were tested but no
matches were found. Josh
Thomas, @ senior at Yeshiva
College, {elt that although YC
had vne of the highest numbers
of students tested, "We should
do better because we are a
Jewish school.” He admiis
though, that there were several
fuctors which provented the
aumbers trom bemg gher On

the first day of tesung, they had
to turn down at least twenty
people from being  tested
because they ran out of test
tubes. 1n addition, the drive was
held during linals which pre-
vented some students from
being testing. Thomas felt that
this was no excuse. He said,
“Exerybody has to have some
time to give for a worthwhile
cause such as this.”

Stern College held 1wty blood
test drive on March 6 It was
headed by Tova Jacobowiiz,
Michelle Lerman and Judith
Mandelbaum. The response to
the drive way smmediate. In
order {or a tesung site o be
established there has to be at
feast 100 participants. Within a
day and a half after the request
had been posted. well over 100
SCW students signed up, ena-
bling a testing site o be estab-
tished

Mrs. Zeida Braun. Durector of
Student Senvices at SCW, feels
that the enthusiastic response (o
Alinons plight » due to the
element of Pebuach Nefesh
tsaviag a ey imvolved There s
a tractate 10 the Talmud whwh

Cont_on page 15 col 4

by Ricki Lieber

A mandatory n
beconling a serious possibility
for the fall semester. The pro~
posed plan would require resi-
dence hall students at Stern and
Yeshiva Colleges to pay an
estimated cost of $1200 to jon
a dining plan for the year.

At a meeting on March 2, YU
Food Services met with SCW's
Food Services Committee led by
Elizabeth Botterman and Esther
Strauss. Jeffrey Rosengarten,
Director of Supporting Services.
claimed that the food plan
would help alleviate the increas-
ing deficit in the cafeteria.
Furthermore, if the food plan is
not implémented, the Executive
Council (composed of various
deans and administrators)
informed Rosengarten that gen-
eral school funds would have to
be used in order to alleviate the
debt. In truth, the funds will only
help the cafeteria to
break-even. “Their whole
approach was ‘this is what is
good for us financially." Their
last concern was the about us.”
said an irate student who
attended the meeting.

John Birchfield. the hired
food consuitant who originally
suggested the plan, was not
present at the March 2 meeting.
However, Rosengarten advo-
cated the need for the plan.
3 udent spends money on
lood.” said Rosengarten. Esther
Strauss., Co-chairperson of the
Stern College Food Service

Committee, agreed with the
need for a meal plan but

¢ objected to the proposed fee of

SI1200. 1 think S1200 o 100

“much to ask of the students.

There is dittle chance of anyone
eating that much food. However
there is still a need for some kind
ol mandatory meal plan if the

caleteria is going to break even.”

Students said that the finan-
cisl burden of another large

March 9, 1990

food plan is-

Moty Fod P On Th o

Jump sum to be paid at the
beginning ‘of the year was dif-
ficult to concetve. At the meeting
it was pointed out that many
students pay for their own dorm
bills. “How can these students
afford to pay another $12007"
one student commented. “That's
one more loan I can't afford to
take out,” -said SCW Sopho-
more Amanda Weiner.

Further. it seems ridiculous to
students that’in midtown Man-
hattan where the variety of
kosher cating places is vast,
there should be an limitation as
to where students can eat.
“Personally. | prefer Great
American food and pizza to
cating in the cafeteria especially
for dinner. | need to get out of
the school building at the end
of the day and 1 do not want
to be forced to eat all -of my
meals there.” said one SCW
Junior. Forcing students to
invest in a meal plan means that
most will not be able to eat
clsewhere. Debby Aharon com-
mented strongly that “1 dont
want. to feel lhmited when it
comes to where 1 eat. If | were
on the mandatory food plan |
would have no choice but to eat
inthe caf.”

Presently. students on the
voluntary cafeteria plan are
desperate to use up the money
on their cards. which v non-
retundable” =t paid- 3600 in
September and have over $200
left right now. 1 will probably
have money left at the end of
the veur und with the new plan
I'd have twice that amount
leftover, which could definitely
be put to better use™ said Chana
Rosenthal.

According to Rosengarten no
final decisions about the meal
plan will be made until student
opinion has been sunveyed. As
of now. the Executive Commit-
ee huy recommended the plan

Cont. on page 19 col. 4
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Wachtenheim and Remes

Support Urged By

Awards Bestowed On AmveSemors Nudel and Mendelovich

by Elisheva Berezin

Two members of the class of
1990. were awarded hongrs by
théir fellow seniors last week.
The two honors, the Lisa Wach-
tenheimr Memorial Award -and
the Professor Nathaniel L.
‘Remes Memorial Award, were
received by ‘Heather Rush and
Dina Friedman, respectively.
The voting took place on Feb.

27 and 28 and was conducted |

by secret ballot.
“The Lisa  Wachtenheim
Memorial Award was estab-

lished by the family of Lisa

Wachtenheim, a student at
Stern College who-passed away
in 1982 . Itis awarded to a senior
chosen by her peers for, "char-
acter, midot and service to Stern

_College.” Dean Karen Bacon

reminisced about Ms. Wachten-
heim as “a student who repres-
ented everything we believe in;
tremendous dedication to
Torah, enormous caring for her
parents and friends, and a very

brave human being who didn't

use medical- problems as an
excuse. She reached for the
highest that she could achieve.”

The award was given to
Heather Rush, Vice President of
SCWSC and head dorm coun-
selor. In addition to her posi-
tions in SCWSC and the dor-
mitory, Ms. Rush is currently
the President of the Chemistry
Ctub . Her past leadership
positions include: Recording

Chairperson of the Annual
Clothing Drive, Secretary of the
Freshman Class, President of
the Sophomore Class, Chairper-

son of the Anti-Cult and Mis-
sionary -Club, and member of
Project Sages. Ms. Rush, a
biology major, will be attending
medical school next year.

The Professor. Nathaniel L.
Remes Memorial Award was
éstablished by the class of 1978
and ‘is ‘awarded to a senio

by Deborsh :
Former . prisoners of Con-

science 1da Nudel and Yosef

Mendetovich spoke on behalf of

their fellow Jews who remain in .

the Soviét Union at Koch Audi-

torium of Stern: College on °

March 5. Activist and Judaic
Studies_ instructor. Rabbi - Avi

chosen for “ch I-

Weiss brought Nudef and Men-

ity and service to the school.™

Professor Remes taught chem-
istry for many years at SCW and

- according- to Dean Bacon, “he

exhibited an incredible loyalty
to the students and to this
college, and when I came to the
college he transferred that loy-
alty to me because he supported
the institution. I could count on
him for .advice and honest
assessment. He had tremendous
respect for people.”

Dina Friedman, President of
Sy Sym Student Council and
captaih of the Lady Macs Bas-
ketball Team, received this
honor. She expressed her appre-
ciation by saying, “l was so
excited when ‘I found out that
1 won this award. Winning this
award just tops off the great
experience I've had here at Stern
College.™ Ms. Friedman was
treasurer of SCDS last year,
Secretary of the Junior Class
and a member of the tennis
team. Ms. Friedman, an
Accounting Major, will be
working next year at DeLoitte
and Touche, a major accounting
firm.

When asked about the recip-
ients of the awards, Dean Bacon
responded, “1 have great confi-
dence on student choices. The
students always choose well.”

(212) 730-0008

Shalom Kosher Pizza

{SRAELI FALAFEL

delovich to spesk at SCW.

The lectures concerned the
Jews remaining in the USSR
who are in grave danger due to
the rising - anti-Semitism.
PAMYAT, the anti-Semitic
nationalist group, has delegated
May 5th as the date for a-
pogrom and is planning more
in the future. The Soviet gov-
ernment has not shown signs of
restraining PAMYAT.

While Soviet Jews are given
permission to leave, they pres-
ently cannot because direct
flights between the Soviet Union
and Israel have been discon-

tinued and flights to other -

countries are booked untit 1991
Weiss explained “It is no longer
a matter of saying to Gorbachev
“Let my. people go but rather
“Let my people leave!™

As the lives of the Jews
remainng in the Soviet Union
are threatened, Nudel and Men-
delovich stressed the urgency of
the situation and the need for
American Jewry to show their
concern and support for their
Soviet brethren. The audience
was urged to join the rest of
Yeshiva University in Washing-_
ton D.C. on Maich 8 in order
to rally on behalf of Soviet
Jewry. The desired outcome,
according to Mendelovich,
would be for the U.S. to pressure
for the reinstatement of direct
flights between lsrael and the
Soviet Union.

Through their addresses,
Nudel, Mendelovich and” Weiss
expressed concern that Ameri-
can Jews of today, unlike the
silent majority -of American

Chalor Yisroel Jews during World War 11, take
1000 - 6th Avenue action and -responsibility for
Cormer 37 St their brethren in the Soviet - ®
attaly i York, N.Y. 1001 Union by attending the Wash- - \/M’m
N Danar New 'Y 0018 ington rally and others in the e,
future. Formesly Edible Pursuits
125 Fith Averue, Between 32nd & 33rd Streets
Professor Awards cojompeiols . eek Cy 10016
grow closer together, raising the * aic Studies and Yadin Yadin apply science to their lives no MONDAY — THURSDAY 1130 AM — $30PM.
S'micha from RIETS. He matter what careers they choose SUNDAY 200 930 P, CLOBED FRIDAY

school both academically and
spiritually. He stated that today,
students at Stern College take
their Judaism more seriously
than they did when he first
arrived. Most significantly,
Stern graduates want 10 con-
tinue learning even aiter they
marry, start a family and have
& career. Rabbi Flaum said that
the most fulfilling part of his job
s seeing students put to practical
use the knowledge he and col-
leagues impart in and out of the
classroom. Many of his students
rely on him as their Rav and
call him up with thewr halachic
questions years aiter they grad-
pate. Said senior Rina Rubin,
“ | voted for Rabbi Flaum
because he has taught me so

. much over the years.”

Rabbi Flaum graduated YC
as a Judai Studies major. He
received his Masters degree in
Jewsh Hustory from Baernard
Revet Graduate School of Jud-

learned in the YU Koliel and
faught in various day schools
and yeshivas before coming to
the James Striar School of
Jewish Studies and Stern Col-
lege. He is the Rabbi of the
Torah Center of Hillcrest, in
addition (o being the Mashgiach
Ruchani of Stern Coliege.

1n his third year of teaching
at Stern College, Dr. Babich
attributes his award of Senior
Professor of Secular Studies to
teaching the largest class in the
school. He teaches 70 students
in his Biology Essenuals course

chalienging 1o teach at Stern.”
The women arc “extremely
sharp™ and he has 10 use 8 lot
of books to prepare for his
classes. He enyoys showing non-
rmajors that they can handle and

1o follow. “Students have to find
careers and activities that make
them unique,” said Dr.
Babich.

He feels that SCW students
have to develop more self-
confidence in themselves.
According to Babich, Stern
students haven interacted with
enough different types of peopke
and they worry about their
abilities compared to others.
~Staying in one littke world
doesnt build confidence. Siern
students peed to realize that they
have a good education behind
them and shouldnY worry that
they wonY perform well in
graduate schools.™ Science stu-
dents should do research ia off

< lad ofies

Rabich, $aid that he has been
constantly avsilable 10 advise

Tet 212-686-6330 Fax 212-684-5694

her in all her prospective career
decisions and has been very
supportive. “Dr. Babich wonl
fet me give up on mysell He
is always there to listen to my
problems and tell me that 1 can
accomplish anything that I want

to.

Dr. Babich emphasized that
it is important to-put things in
perspective. “while it is good to
aim for everything, it is impor-
(ant to realize that it is impos-
sible to have it ail” He has
worked in labs where women

in playpens in order 10

brought iy

work and waich their children.
When he was in Washington,
everyone sat on the floor

“because the head of the labhad
a kid and.they alf sat in the
middic of the £60r 10 wach the
kid.” Students - and paople in

own niche in the woekd.™ Peopic
have to be satisfied with what
they do in order to make the
most of it. “It’s good 1o’ gt up
in the morning and Hike what
you're doing.”




The Obscrver

March 9, 1990

Page 6 )
Largest SCW delegation Attends

by Chani Penstein
Fach vear. a delegation of
Stern women embark on a three
and a half hour “voyvage™ to
Boston Massachusetts to repre-
sent Stern College at the annual
Model United Nations. This
vear. eight SCW students went
-the largest delegation ever sent
by SCW.
The setection “process for
choosing delegates began last
semester. An application and
essay were required of ecach
candidate. This vear's delegation
consiated of students majoring
m areas ranging from Political
Saience to French. In past vears
SCW has chosen primarily Poli-
Sci majors. but with the emer-
geace of economic concerns in
the Untted Nations at least one
delegate is a business oriented
student. The SCW. delegates
knowledgeable in both political
and globat affairs included.
Deena Cohen. Debbie Ham-
burg. Patricia Heiden. Chani
Penstein, Robin Reigold, Malka
Raul and Cliaudine Sokol.
Ihe Harvard Model LN is
4 mini model of the United
Nations hased 0 New York
iy This sear over 1800 stu-
dents trom more than 100 uni-

versities across the continent
came to Harvard to participate
.in this major event. Each school
represented are country with 140
countries represerfted in total.
Delegates arrived in Boston
having researched well in
advance and were ready to
represent their country.

This vear, Yeshiva University
represented Belgium, The major
changes happening in Europe
made it very interesting. to
represent a European country
that is directly affected by these
changes. The SCW delegates
were also fortunate that Belgium
is 2 member of the Western Bloc
which is responsible for the
majority of the resolutions
passed in the U.N.

At the mode! U.N. the dele-
gates were divided into the 18
different commitiees normaliy
on the agenda of the -United
Nations such as: disarmament,
social humanitarian, economic,
drug trafficking, status of
women and terrorism. Each
representative had to use diplo-
matic skill and the art of per-
suasion and debating during
sesstons. In accordance with
official U.N. procedure each
delegate promotes his; her coun-

Model UN

try’s policy hoping it would pass
resolutions that would further
peace and tranquility in the
world. .

The model U.N. in Boston
was an incredible opportunity to
meet other students from all
over North America. Students
found it to be an atmosphere
that wasn't just socially énjoy-
able but moveover, intellectually
Broadening of each student’s
awareness of global matters. The
delegates were privileged to hear
keynote speaker such as U.S.
United . Nations Ambassador
Jonathan Moore and Dr.
Sephen Zabin. All the speakers
lectured on relevant issues that
the delegates themselves were in
the midst of debating. Every
student was able to profit-from
the great political knowledge
and experience that the speakers
had to offer.

Although the SCW and YC
delegates were unable to actively
partipate in the sessions held on
Shabbat, their presence was still
felt at the UN. Marc Sabatim
the General Secretary of the
Harvard National Model Uni-
ted Nations Conference noted,
“Once Again, YU has done
outstandingly.”

The Albert Einstein Synagogue cordiaily invites you to attend the

10th Annual

EINSTEIN

at the Albert Einstein Coliege of Medicine
Shabbat Parshat Vayikra
March 30 - 31, 1990
Scholar in Residence: Rabbi Jeffrey Wolft, Ph.D.
"You'll have a great time. I'd bet on it,” says Pete Rose
Cost: $45 (Includes Saturday Night Activity)

PLEASE CALL AND RESERVE BY MARCH 20
David (212) 824-5372
Aryeh (212) 518-8067

Orlie

(212) 822-3143
Esther (212) 518-8155

Parent’s Day  conpompuer s

torium on the topic of “Phar-
macology and Aging”, The
History Departmént’s Dr.
Schrecker ‘spoke about “Black-
listed Entertainers in the 1950%.”
Dr. Honigwachs of SSSB dis-
cussed "Ethics in the Business
Program at the Sy Syms School
of Business.”

The finale of the full day
program consisted of a student
showcase, in which talente_d
students, representing their
extra-curricular clubs enter-
tained the guests. Two musical
interludes were performed. One
featured Suzie Magid on the
viola, and the second Miriam
Frank on the piano. Nechama
Goldman presented a poetry
reading from Stern’s literary
publication, Besamim, and
Chayala Gottesman represent-
ing the Drama Society at SCW,
performed the dramatic reading
of an excerpt from one of the
previous plays performed by
SCDC. The day concluded with
a mincha serviee after which the
parents boarded the buses for
the uptown campus from where
they would be departing.

Feedback regarding Parent’s
Day began when Parents called
in their comments and overall
opinions about the day upon

arrivaing home. Mostly positive,

the feedback included construc-
tive criticism and helpful sugges-
tions about strenghtening this
newly impiemented program.
The Sheftels felt completely
satisfied at the end of the day,
and summarized their feelings
by calling the entire d

YCDS/SCDS Conflict

Cont. from poge | col. §

the dates already set by SCDS
and he told them that they need
to schedule a different time.
They did not reschedule.
Schlanger added that she did
not understand how YCDS
could circumvent the Calendar
Committee. “We set up the
Committee to avoid problems
like this and now we're caught
in the biggest conflict of the vear.
There's no reason this should
happen.”Schlanger is concerned
because she feels that people will
not be willing 1o go to two plays
in one week. "It might damage
the turnout for both plays. Most
importantly”, she added, “It
creates amimosity.”
Unfortunately, 1t seems that
dnimasity 13 not new to the two
Dramatics Societies which have
a history of rivalry since the
neeption of SCDS. For Dina
Nayman. 1988 SCDS president,
this year’s conflict involving the
two Dramatics Societies is all
too familiar. According to Naj-
man. the date for the production

of THE PHYSICIAN IN
SPITE OF HIMSELF, in
Spring of 1988, had been
reserved carly in the year when
the YCDS president informed
her that he needed the same
date. *Dr. Beukas told them they
had to get those dates.” said
Ngman. The YC students were
persistent. Dean Nulman got
involved in the matter and came
down to SCW 10 ask Najman
and then Vice President Elana
Bank 1o reconsider. They
refused.

Najman made it clear that had
YCDS set their performance
date with the Calendar Commit-
tee before SCDS, the dates
would have been theirs without
conflict, However, SCDS set the
dates earbier in the year and were
guaranteed those dates. Accord-
ing the Najman, the amount of
work that must go into building
the SCDS set from scratch
{because of the lack of theater
facilities) should have reflected
in the attitude of the adminis-
tration. Instead, they suggested
that SCDS forego their produc-
ton the week before Pesach.

Apparently, the YCDS'ers

were very concerned because
Beukas had threatened to
Juit if they did not get
him the play dates he wanted.
The two boards sat down and
negotiated. At that point the
YCDSers were desperate and
tried to bribe SCDS to change
their date. YCDS had a sizeable
bank account while SCDS has
always had financial problems.
SCDS accepted the offer and
agreed to change their play date.

Dr.  Beukas told the
OBSERVER that, “There’s no
conflict. For 25 years | have had
the same play dates. | run a
consistent program whuch Stern
College has not. | have no plan
of changing my program around
them.”™ When informed that
there had been a mixup with the
Calendar he ¢ d that he

|

Miriam Frank playing the pianc at Parent’s Day.

“wonderful and stimulating
experience.” Many parents hav-
ing been exposed to the drama,
art and literary talent at Stern,
responded positively to the
diversity of the students’ talents.
having been exposed to the
drama, art, and literary talént
at Stern. Student Council Pres-
ident Cindy Schlanger’s parents
emerged from the day enthusi-
asm about the programs offered
at Stern. Cindy felt that though
the program was an overall
success, there was room for
further = involvement and
improvement. “Student involve-
ment was majorly lacking,” she
said. “If there had been notices
up and basic PR about the
program, there might have been

‘a larger turnout. Many students

didn’t know anything about the
program, and these students, if
they had been aware of it, could
have encouraged their parents to
attend.” Surprisingly, over half
of the guests had arrived from
out of town. In contrast many
local parents failed to
participate.

Mrs. Zelda Braun, one of the
coordinators of the program felt
that the program was successful
in portraying both the academic
and student life at Yeshiva
University. “This type of pro-
gram is offered in other univer-
sities, and it is about time that
we had one here. It was a very
positive, fulfilling, and worth-
while day, and 1%ust hope that
in upcoming years we will have
an even more successful turn-

it 0 the beginming of the second
semesier.” When told that the
Director of SCDS needed those
dates in particular, Beukas
stated that “she does not have
her act together™ and that he
should not have 10 suffer
because of that. “The girls want
what they want and when they
want it” he said.

When told that SCDS had
reserved before YCDS, Beukas
claimed that YCDS had
reserved 4 year in advance, Then
he admutted that "Even if SCDS
had reserved before YCDS it

Kin make a difference” 10

was not interested in knowing
what the conflict was. “Theyve
been abrasive and know nothing
outside of being nasty.” Beukas
said of SCDS

Beukas suggested that SCW
change their dates. “SCW does
one show a year. Theres no
reason why they canl scheduie

him since, “We always have the
same opening night.” and "1
wonY change my program for
anybody " Beukas also claimed
that YCDS had reserved the
play dates with Dr. Nulman's
office withough Nulman denied
this. Beukas was not concerned
with the prospect of his turnout

suffering because of the conflict
but feels that SCDS should have
dane something about it if they
were concerned that their turn-
out would suffer.

However, Bank emphasized
that because Koch auditonum
i3 used for 50 many other events,
SCDSs piay could not have
been scheduled any other ime,
even f they could have changed
1t “We were unable to schedule
the production for any time but
March X-Apni 3 because we're
working around everyone's
schedule as it is.™ The Elie Weisel
lecture is scheduled for March
20 and despite the fact that
SCDS will have 1o build an
entire set from scratch, (includ-
ing the Lighting), there cannot be
s0 much as a piece of tape on
the oot st the lecture- nine days
before the opening night of
SCP’s production.
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Cont. from page 18 col. 5
women didn't know halacha. As
a Tosafot in Berachot 33 .
revealed, women were consid-
ered to be less intelligent than
Bors (simpletons) It was
assumed that simpletons would
know lashon hakodesh even if
unable to understand the con-
tent of the bentching, and so
could be yotzei other men. A
woman was assumed to not
know or understand lashon
hakodesh which is why she
could not be yotzel other men,
rather she had to bentch to
. herself in whatever language was
easiest for her. However, in 1990
it is inexcusable that women,
who achieve professional status
in every field possible, should
not be able to open a Mishna
B'rura and check for themselves
whether she it is permissible to
add water to a cholent on
Shabbat.

- Revealingly, many men tdok
my article as an attack and
reacted defensively. A man in
my COmmunity came over to me
and said, "Nechama, write what-
ever you want but realize that
men do not have the luxury to
choose whether they want to
learn or not. Learning for you
is a luxury, not an obligation.”
I was somewhat taken aback. |
had not tried to equate women
and men’s learning. However, 1
feel that the importance of each
is essential in the inherent
religious nature of the home and
family.

I was somewhat amazed at the
defensive way men reacted to my
article. This phenomenon in the
male psyche was clarified some-
what when 1 received a Jetter
from a Rav of mine from Mich-
lala. He has four boys and five
girls from age four to twenty-
two and has experience teaching
mer 1nd women. He read my
articie and wrote me a letter in
fesponse;

“About Women: A very pro-
vocative article, stating the
problem well. Nechama, the
problem is real and can create
a very real problem in shalom
bayii-believe it or not, agree with
the psychology involved it or
not. Some things in life just have
1o be lived in order to bring
understanding. Given (i.e. there
is no room for argument or
misunderstanding of the signif-
icance of the statistics): Some
males., many males (most
males?) will not tolerate their
wives “competing” with them on
an intellectual or even economic
basis. Complementing (supple-
menting) their knowledge with
the Ramban and Tanach, some
men will take as a virtue in their
wives: asking an intelligent
question (that he knows the
answer to will help the situation)
is beseder (ok). Being an equal
in Talmudic and halachic prow-
ess, in many relationships can
bring on trouble, real trouble.
There are certain basics in
psyche that do not allow tam-
pering with: again take this as
a given. Some men will find
intellectual virtue a source of

pride and joy in their spouses,
others will not. This is the
situation, take it or leave it. This
may be a bit shocking, but some
men {many men? most men?) see
a definite threat in a sjituation
where their wives outshine them.
This psychology is perhaps

deeper than 20th century hash- |

. kafot.”
Although he may have a
point, | am not sure that this

is reason to concede to -men’s.
psychological needs when it |

comes to women's intelligence.
While 1 am not going to change
the male psyche with my articles,
I think it is important that men
be aware that a problem exists
within their emotional makeup.
Now that women are trying to
overcome certain stereotypes
that they have allowed them-
selves to fall into, men have to
try to overcome their inherent
prejudices and insecurites that
have encouraged these stereo-
types. This article is
not coming to tear apart men,
rather to force them to re-
evaluate a way of thinking that
has perhaps mistakenly existed
for thousands of years and to
encourage women o pursue
intellectual and spiritual growth
essential to their personal needs
as Jewish women. A bad habit
is not an excuse, it is only a
rationalization. The issue at
stake is worth thinking out
carefully so that men and
women can meet on common
ground irvthe Beit Midrash and
work together to strenghten and
perpetuate Judaism.

To donate’ !o the -

Bone Marrow Testing

states, “Whoever saves one life,
it is as if he has saved an entire
world.” Mrs. Braun stated,
"Women at Stern College care.
They feel the need to respond.”

Jacobowitz has been in
contact with Allison’s sister,
Robin, who is ﬂymg to Israel
in order to organize testing

centers there. She reported that
Allison is weak, but in good -

spirits. According to Jacobo-
witz, the Atlas family said that
the only thing which keeps
Allison going “is seeing everyone
trying to help.” They added that
“she is also giving us inspiration
by what she is doing with her
strength.”

The blood tests are done by
Roche Laboratories in connec-
tion with Life-Savers Founda-

i tion of America. Even if one
| does not match with Allison
{ Atlas, his: her name and blood
l type are entered into a computer

AtlasFundSS-llMudovhrllm MMDM

Cont. /mn pagedcol. 3
bank in the event that perhaps
a match will be made with
someene else in need of a bone
marrow transplant or blood
transfusion. Donations are also
sorely needed since each blood
test analysis costs $75.
On March 6., )

match for . bane farrow trans-
plant. Qver half of-those who
came for the blood testing were
SCW students. Among those
who showed up was Allison
Atlas herself. She came in from
Maryland and spoke to many
of the volunateers and friends of
hers who were present. Jacobo-
witz said that she spoke with her
and that she “seemed very
touched with the efforts and the
unity. The only thing keeping
her going is seeing such a
turnout from the college stu-
dents.

Main Center,
Midtown Center, Stern C

NOODLE SOUP. DINNER ROLLS, POTATO SALAD & COLE SLAW, CRICKEN A LA KING
SPAGHETT! BOLOGNESE, WHITE RICE, GREEN BEANS, HAMENT ASCHEN, FRUIT PUNCH AND LEMONADE

TESHIVA
UNIVERSITY

FOOD SERVICE

MAIN & MIDTOWN CENTERS

AII You Can Eat
Purim Buffet

Yeshiva University Food Services

is pleased to announce the

all y
'iﬁ e

ou can eat buffet di

'CLUB MEMB!

ONLY,

Monday, March 12

Furman Dining Hall: 5:30-8:00 PM
ollege Dining Hall: 5:00-7:00 PM
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Learning In Isr

HIALA=Pick You 0

by Nechama Goldman

“Intimidated by stories of
Rabbanit Cooperman and reg-
imented room checks. | was sure
that | was going to prison for
a vear but Michlala had the
reputation of being a serious
learning institution and after a
vear of fun in college, it was
Serious learning that | wanted.
The program consisted of 105
students from all over Americd.
England. Austria and even
Venezuela

Upon our arrival. we were

given keys to our dirot with a
smile from the Rabbanit who
told us to regard her as Ima but
we had strict orders as to how
we were to keep the apartments.
The Rabhanit’s aim was to turn
us all into hualabustas by the end
o the vear. Although she failed
i regard o teaching me
“sponga” technigues and 1 dont
think 1 stripped my hed more
than once during year. |
emerged with a strong grasp of
the skills 1 needed to pursuc
serious Torah learning.

Over the first few weeks. the
Machal (the name for the Amer-
ican program) students were
divided into four groups based
on who wanted to work towards
a teaching certificate and who
didn't. | was not in the Peda-
gogue group. We were given a

seneauic ot e requircg counst
our group would attend dailv.
which consisted of a mix in
Tanach. Halacha. History and

WITS-

Philosophy courses. A list of
elective courses was also handed
out and students could go about
adding the rest of their fifteen
or so courses as they desired.
The courses | chose were bal-
anced and provided me with the
chance to acquire a background
in Mishna B'rura, Jewish His-
tory, and Biblical texts. I took
a course in Aramaic to help me
in the chavruta I had in Gemara,
one in Midrash Agadda because
I had (and have) problems with
Midrash, not to mention Ram-
bam's Mishna Torah, Shmuel,
Ramban, Israel-the land, etc.
There was a point when |
thought that | was becoming
part of the fungus on the library
rug! Michlala didn't believe in
overworking their students-we
only attended about IS courses
Sunday-Thursday, with papers
and exams in each course.
The school's plan was that we
should be living in the library,
preparing for courses and inhal-
ing the holy atmosphere of
Jerusalemn, not hanging out at
the bus stop with BMT boys
who. we were informed. were
well below our standards as
Michlala students. Somehow.
we found time for class, volun-
teer work with troubled children
and swimming (not one man has
cver stepped foot inside the

Michiatr pooty Michlatas ewr- -

few during the week was 11:00
pm. However, the last bus came
bachk at midnight and there were

Women's Kollel Thrives
In Jerusalem

by Tikvah Ben Zvi

In the south Jerusalem arca

of Talmot hes a phenomenon of
the twenticth centuny g women's
Kollel, Women™ Institute of
Torah Study (WITS), 4 veshiva
for women run by Rebbetzin
Mulka Bina, oflers women the
opportumity to learn on i tull
time or part time bass,

The age of the women who
attend WEHES vanies from colltege
ivvel studenis to college gradu-
ates Fhe amount ol background
cach woman wt WHES has abo
vancs Some women have httle
tonosyeshiva backpround. while
other hive attended
seshiva all ormost ol ther bves

fapies of study ditter depend-
s ot Uhe program one chooses
the veshiva 1 one s
Mutind. tull tme learner. she
van choose Lo he i u beginmng,
wethiunt ot advaneed track ot
fatmiudic imstruenon A M-
mid can ovpect o small stipead
o tukye vare of expenses. O the
other hand. f une s g part i
learner. one seleets cotrses lrom
4N anay o asteresting classes

Wuomen

There are Gemara, Chumash,
Nach. Philosophy and Halacha
courses from which to choose.

There s no doubt that each
of the courses iy stimulating and
cducational. tor the teaching
statt at WITS s exemplary
Rebbetin Bina hersell, who
taught at Michlala and Bro-
vender’s, teaches at the yeshiva,
and Danny Wolf of Yeshivat
Gush Ftzion also contributes his
dvnamic presence to the tacuity

In addition tu the excellent
counse selecnion and staft that
WITS bhay o recommend
there are abso Stern College
graduates presentdy learming in
the seshivae who will sing the
swhools pranes Two women
aliending WITS as Matmudim
find L eatremely satstying and
cnjoving

WIS i certinly @ new kind
ot expenence for the Jewish
wosan fearnes Modern Jewsh
souety has alfowed such a
uttigue school (o exnt s up
o the mdinoduals o recognize
that umyuenes and tahe adyan
tape of i

Wi

many nights that we would have
to beg the guard to let us into
the campus without writing our
names in the Rabbanit’s black
book. Michlala’s ideology how--
ever was not all work and no
play. Tuesday afternoon’s were
not only days that we were
served potato borekas at lunch,
(our one hot meals), they were
the days we went on tiyulim.
Over the course of the year we
saw most of Israel. We took
several week long tiyulim with
plenty of food provided by the
school to stave off starvation.
As a Machal group we were
too large to be close as a whole
but we all found niches in which
we were comfortable in. For
Cont, on page 19 col. 4
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BROVENDER:

MICHLELET OROT—

Torah and Z

by Tziona Yisraeli

Out of all the women’s yeshi-
vot in ‘Israel, Michielet Orot
undoubtably offers the most
Zionistic experience. The Mich-
lala is located in Elkana, a
settlement in the Shomron. The
new campus is beautiful, and
offers many facilities. The stu-
dents have close associations
with the settlers in Elkana, each
of whom adopts one student for
the year.

The American program
(called Bat Tzion-reflecting the
attitude of the Michlaia) at Orot
is small, usually ranging from
18-26 students. This is very
advantageous, promoting close
friendships among the Ameri-
cans as well as the Israelis, who
comprise the majority of the
school and often invite the “Bat
Tzioners™ for Shabbat- a fine
opportunity to improve one’s
Hebrew! Elana Simon, an SCW
Junior who recently returned
from a year of learning at Orot
commented that “The overall
atmosphere at Orot is unique
since you're in classes with
Israelis and learning is all in
Hebrew.™ - Many prospective
students, perceiving the location
of Orot as a disadvantage,
complain that it is too far from
Jerusalem (about an hour and
a half ride by bus). This is, in
fact, an advantage. Students are
more likely to see what living
in Israel is reaily like when they
are not living in Jerusalem, &

Talmud Study An Integral Pt

by Rachel Mohl
i Michlelet Bruria, now called
Midreshet Lindenbaum. 1s a

unique insttution for women's
Forah learning. Started twenty
vears ago by Rav Chaim Bro-
vender the school provides its
students with the opportunity to
garn skidly  required  for
approaching  Jewish  texts
ndependenthy

Since 1985, when Rabb:
Shlomo Riskin joined the staff
us vo-Dean, the school has
grown tremendously, There are
currently three tracks for women
studving at “Browvender’s”
Recent high school graduates
attend MABAT, while univer-
sity and graduate school stu-
dents are in a separate program
A cuncurrent program lor
Israch women who have com-
pleted Sherut Leumi (nationai
service) of the army o run on
the same campuis.

Courses at Brovender’s are
winen on three different levels
The lower two are taught in
English and the advanced shi-
unm (lessons) are an Hebrew
Students are envoutaged to
place themselves and may
vhivose from a wide varncty of
vlasses

“Hrovender N o the oaly
women's istitution where the

study of Talmud is an integral
part of the curmiculum. Three
mornings a week are devoted to
Gemara. A great emphasis 18
placed on chavruta (indepen-
dent pair) learning. The chav-
ruta system s also used prior to
courses 1n Chumash, Nach.
Halacha, Jewish Hitory and
Philosophy. Three nights a
week, women can be found in
the Beit Mudrash, twice for 4
night seder and once for a lecture
on various 1opics. A new
optional program of Gemara
Biewut has been instituted for
two other evenings

Women from Amenca. Eng-
fand, South Afnca and Austra-
tia learn together in an inteliec-
tual atmusphere Students strike
up triendships quickly and
casily. The clne bving Quanten
strengthen the relationships
Classes are vonducted in one
apartment building. and other
apartments, which are uxd o
dormitories, aré rented 04
second building ncarbs

Brovender's s located ar 39
Rechoy Herzog on the outshins
ot the Rechavia section o!
Jerusalem The lovativon o
sptimal for the iadependent
fying arrangements (hat the
whoot evtablishes A funch plan
available but swfents arc

1

ionism

very American environment.
Furthermore, it is easier to be
motivated to learn when you are
not in the center of Jerusalem
where ali the pizza and falafel
hangouts are. Vera Sacharow, a
SCW Junior who attended Orot
last year, felt that “For aliyah-
minded, -people Orot is great
becuase you can see what it’s
really like to live in Israel.”

The school is affiliated with
Bnei Akiva, which must be
differentiated from Bnei Akiva
in America. The courses offered
include a range of different
aspects of Chumash, Rambam,
Rav Kook, and Zionism. Many
of the courses are taught with
the philosophies of Zionism and
Rav Kook in mind. Although
some may find this to be pro-
pagandist, the perspective is
refreshing for those who
attended schools- which did not
discuss, let alone promote,
Zionism.  Part of the program
includes volunteer work once a
week, in a school, hospital or
development town. This helps
the student form relationships
with Israclis and see what life
in Israel is really like. In addi-
tion, the students feel that they
are contributing personally to
the country.

Trps and hikes (tiyulim) are
an essential part of anyone’s year
in lsrael. Realizing this, Orot
offers many tivulim throughout
the vear. Students are asked to

Cont. on page 19 col. 1

Curriculum

responsible for preparing two
meals daily. With a supermarket
down the block and mercaz ha'ir
(the center of town) only a 20
minute walk away, this situation
does not present a problem

Students enjoy a real taste ot
Isrseli hfe since they need to
shop for themselves. The braeh
students are very helpful and
serve as greal sources of infor-
mation on daily Lfe. The school
espouses a fervent Ziomst phi-
tosophyv. All hohidays, including
Yom Huatzmaut, are celebrated
with special tochniot {programsi
planned jointly by students and
admimstration. Toubm (tripsy
to different places increas the
studenty” connection to the
Cuuntn

Iwo Shabbatot o month are
spent together one it swhool and
onc away  The other two wee-
xends dre free. Teachen and
Israels students open their
Rowses o the women whenever
NRCENSAIY

Brovenders o the perlect
place tor el ated st
dent Background in anv of the
areds of study s onoet required
The desire fo learn not only
matenal but abo certam shalb,
e moi unportant lor s
suveessiul veay

W




MIDRESHET MORIAH—

Torah Learning At Shaare Zedek | |

by Tikvah Ben Zvi

You are sitting on a number
six Egged bus, enduring the
bumps and bruisings that Israeli
bus drivers are notorious for
giving . when the bus comes to
a stomach-lurching halt in front
of Shaare Zedek hospital. The
building does not only house
medical facilities, however. In
the educational wing of the
hosprtal, on the fifth and minth
tloors, are the classrooms and
dormitory  of  Midreshet
Moriah, which offers a one vear
program of Judaic studies for
the high school graduate.

A> with most yeshivot 1n
Istuel, Midreshet provides a
range of Torah studies courses
Waundenng through the halls,
vou can hear a Gemara class
iintroduntory or advanced), a
course on the teachings of
Rambam or Ramban, a lecture
on the works of Rav Kook or
Ras Sotoventchik, or a lesson on
the halachic perspective of
medicine, marriage, Yishuy
Ha'aretz or & kosher home. You
can peek into the library and see
students learning in pairs ot by
themselves from books that run
the gamut {rom the Yechaveh
Da’at or the Mishnah Brura to
the Torah Témimah of Contem-
porary Halachic Probiems

However, Midreshet provides
more than textbook learning. {f
vou would visit on cenea
attergoons, you woukd see the

students piling into buses to
explore yet another historical |
site of their precious homeland.
Whether it is the Negev,
Hebron, Gush Ewzion, Jerusa-

lem, Jericho or the Galil and |

Golan, the students are able to
see the land of their forefathers,
and while enjoying themselves,
gain a betier understandmg of
the Tanach they study in the
classroom .

In addiion to the tiyulim |

{tripsy, Mudreshet provides
another off campus program.
One alternoon a week, the
students are responsible for
bevoming involved insome form
of chesed. They can choose from
4 variety of programs such as
helping physically or emotion-
afly disabled children, tutonng
children in English, visiing the
sk in the hospital or helping
Russian or Ethiopian impu-
grants adjust 1O Israe!

Choosing a school i 1srael
that will swit your needs is
unquestionably a diffieult devi-
sion. I vou are looking for 2
school that provides intellectual
stimulation, as well as a com-
fortable. warm atmosphere, and
continuously stresses the impor-
tance of settling the Land, then
Midreshet Monah is the yeshiva
vou want. And if you have ured
of thuse nauscaung bus ndes,
ihen teil the cab dnver, “Shaare
Zedek. bevakasha.”

by Tamar Gribetz

Machon Gold, located on
Rechov Haturim in Jerusalem,
Israel,
Studies program, geared toward
high school graduates. The
courses offered are mainly in
areas of Chumash, Navi, Mish-
nah, Dinim and Jewish Philos-
ophy. There are History,
Hebrew and Political Science
classes as well, something most
other schools do not offer.

There are three levels of
classes in the following order:
Beit Midrash, luni Aleph and
Tuni Beit. In addition, there’is
a teachers program through
which you can receive a teachers
certificate. Some of the classes
are’ strictly in Hebrew. or
English, others are a combina-
tion of both.

A Machon student is required
to. take ‘Halacha (Kashrut and
Shabbat), Jewish Philosophy,

~ Hebrew; Jewish Women and

Law, Biple, Navi, Issues in
Contemporary Israel, Shoah
(Holocaust). and to have a
Chavnga (study partner). |
addnmn,shcmmtalsotake four
or five electives ranging from
Mishna to Arts and Crafts to
the Arab-Israeli Conflict. “The
workload- can really pile up.
Classes run frdm aire to six and
you can have several papers and
exams all due in the same time
period,” remarked Suzie Silver-
stein, an SCW sophomore.
There is a diversé group of

by Faith Haber

Bnot Torah Institute, affec-
tionately known as Sharfman’s,
| should not even be called a
: school for it is structured more
like a family than like an aca-
‘demic institution and that is
what makes it so special,

Students leave Sharfman’s
knowing a great deal of hala-
chah and having gained an
extended interest in learning.
The goal of Sharimans is to
teach every student to “move in
a positive direction. " If a student
remains stagnant, then she is on
her way down. Sharfman’s
stresses the philosophy of there
being a large quantity of knowl-
edge in this world and everyone
should try to grasp as much of
it as possible.

tn the beginning of the vear,
Rabbi Sharfman, the Rosh
Yeshiva, gives each student her
own key to the Beis Midrash.
Although most students think
that they will never use it, they
soon find out that there is a great
deal of work to do. Constant
preparation for classes is neces-
sary and there are weekly quires
on Parsha, Hilchot Shabbat and
Hilchot yomit.

The teachers of Sharfman’s
play a large roic in the students’
lives. The reiationships between
the teachers and the students do
not end in the classrooms. The
eachers invite the students to
their homes for the shabbatot,

is a.one year Judaic'

students that attend Machon;
Americans, Australians, Cana-
dians, South Americans and
South Africans which makes the
learning experietice more iter-
esting. According to a former
Machon student, “It ‘was inter-
esting to learn about each other's
cultures, an. opportunity rarely
afforded when studying in one’s
native country.”

Machon Gold offersa unique
program that further contrib-
utes to the student’s experience.
Once a week, the school takes
its students-on a full day trip

. 10 different areas of the country.

In addition, on Chanukalrand
Passover there are special four
to five day trips offéred. By the.
end of the year, a sjudent has
seent the entire country. qohne
Katz, a recent Mmhmt na,
feels that "By going on, ’
(trips), | was. gblﬂoseeth‘e

that } had:been ledrning gbout.
This made my yearthére all the
more special.”  The students
are expected to paiticipate in the
voluriteer program at Machon
Gold. Once ‘a week, students
must visit either the elderly,
retarded children or orphan-
ages. They also have an option
to participate in. a, Big Sister
progrém . with children from
troubled homes.

One thing that Machon is
renown {or infamous) for is its
meal plan. Three meals a day
are served, in addition to two
snacks! There is a set curfew of

enabling them to experience life
in an Israeli home.

Rabbi Sharfman is a very
special man whose uniqueness.
carries over into the school
nicknamed after him. He
belongs to the music group
~Dveykus™ and often plays the
guitar and teaches songs to the
students. While teaching the
taws of heating food on Shab-
bat, he brought in a small toy
oven and miniature pots and
pans to demonstratc the
concepts.

Sharfman's is located in
Sanhedria  Murchevet, a
charedi-lsracti community, and
this has a strong cffect on the
students spidtual growth. The
students have extended cogver-

12.am and technically, skirts
must extend below the knees
and sleeves below the elbows.
Students must dress according .
to the dress-code wherever they®
go in lsrael. Another require-
ment is that students participate
in all Shabbat programs held by
the school, including a week
long stay on a kibbutz, only one
or two tiyulim may be missed
throughout the year.

A major difference between
Machon. and other yeshivot in
Israel is its supervision. Ms.
Silverstein said “You -are inde-
peadent yet cared for. Although
other schools did not have as
much supervmon as we did and

: ubouﬁhe eomxgry;explom the

country and be d part of the
country, I'really don think that
any other school codld have
given me what Machon did.”
.1 -had reservations about
attending Machon Gold because
1 had hieard that it was strict and
unchallenging. 1 ended up learn-
ing so much over the year
probably because 1 read a lot
on my own and travelled at
every opportunity. It's-impor-
tant to take advantage of that
since a lot can be learned outside
the classroom:

e~Home Away From Home

sations with Hillel, the Makolet
man, and the fruit seller who
trusts the students to the point
that they are constantly owing
him money. Many of the stu-
dents develop close relationships
with the people in the commu-
nity and even helip them prepare
for Shabbos. Thus, while stu-
dents sit in the classroony from
8:00 am to 7:00 pm (with a two
hour break), their learning
expenence continues through-
out the day.

Sharfman's is known for the
independence that it gives its
students. There is no curfew and
no meals are provided for the
students, except on Shabbato-

nim. This causes very interesting
Comt. -Nlal. 3
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;m% bowu’l Worrer

by Nechama Goldman
Recently 1 had a conversation
with my cousin about an drticle
1 had written for the About
Women colums of the Observer
(December 1990) discussing
women learning Torah. | had
come out rather strongly in
favor of women’ learning and
I was interested in hearing his
point of view since we have
grown up with similar back-
grounds. He was a little hesitant
about opening up to me. having
a not unfounded fear that the
comersation would end up in
m next column. After a few
preliminary remarks, he pointed
out that when discussing things
with women they tend to nag
while men don't. For instance,
i vou have a male chavrusa and
vou disagree on an interpreta-
tion of Tosafot. vou argue the
point strongly while in the Beis
Medresh but when the shiur is
over You can go 1o the cafeteria
and discuss the ball game. In
contrast. a woman would never
let up on a point until she was
comvnced that the other person
knew she was night or he had
thoroughly convinced her that
his argument made sense. Com-
ing home at the end of a day
of work to a relentless woman
determined 1o learn, would be
a nightmare. 1f vou have a
couple eyuaily established in the
academic or medical world. they
can leave their work behind
when they come home or discuss
it without engaging i verbal

constantly bother him about
following halacha to the letter
of the law as she had learned
it. For example, if she would
figure out the right z'man for
tefilah, there would be no chance
for a man to sleep late. She
would be bustling him out the
door as soon as the alarm went
off, making sure his soul was
properly performing it’s spiritual
duties. He concluded that basi-
cally too much Torah knowl-
edge would be a dangerous thing
for a woman.

I was amused at the image
Michael seemed to have of
“intellectual” women although 1
conceded that he wasnt so off
target. Women who take their
learning seriously tend to want
to discuss it intellectually with
others equally knowledgeable. |
also know that 1 can get carried
away when launching into hala-
chic discourses. My fear of
losing a social life after writing
an article which condemned
myself as a strong minded,
oulspoken woman was not
unfounded, My friend Josh is
always telling me that 1 come
olf sounding more extreme than
I really am. A case in point
occurred on a recent shabbat
when a couple from YU was put
up in my house for a neighbor~
hood Bar-Mitzva. When the
couple returned to our house
after dinner Friday night. we sat
around talking. Fventually it
emerged that 1 had been the
infamous writer of the About
Women column. Upon hearing

of the article would be an over
.bearing individual spouting her
philosophies on life constantly.
Despite the fact that two YC
students wanted to marry me on
the spot, the majority of people
probably see me as that woman
initially did. A proof of this was
a phone call from a friend of
mine who nervously apologized
to me for being “motzei shem
rah™ (possibly damaging my
reputation) by quoting me in a
heated argument over women’s
rights in Judaism. He had used
me as an example of an Ortho-
dox woman -having radical
opinions and wanted to make
sure that | was aware of the
potential reputation | might
acquire as a result.

| have been asked many times
in the last two months why 1
wrote this particular article,
what purpose it served or what
point | hoped to make in writing
it. I acknowledge that | asked
tor troubie when | wrote "not-
hing turns me on like a good
d'var torah.” The offer 1 received
of a 24 hour hotline for divrei
torah was deserved and taken
in humor but that was not my
thesis statement. Second, I did
not envision a mass exodus from
the YC Beis Medresh to Stern
College in search of chavrutas.
Basically, 1 wrote the article
because it was an issue that
interested me and that | believed
in. Being that this is a topic of
discussion among many stu-
dents at SCW, | feit compelled
as a writer to explore an idea

swordplay, However,
woman  has equal footing in
fearmng, there would be no
peace for the weary. She would

HIPIEFOTRIIITT 5,

this, the woman turned 1o me
and said “but you're so low key!”
She had assumed that the author
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my audience would personally
relate to.
Interestingly. not one SCW

student at SCW complained to
me or the OBSERVER staff
about the impropriety of my
ideas, Careful to leave out
specific ailusions to Talmud, 1
had written about learning in
such a way that any woman
would feel comfortable relating
to it. Many women thanked me
for expressing a point about
which they felt strongly. Women
from Breur’s Seminary
and Harvard came over to me
to tell me that they had read my
article and enjoyed it's style and
content. Fetlow students and
friends cheered the public stand
I had taken. I was beginning to
feel like a celebrity.

Uptown however, the reac-
tions were very mixed. | walked
into’'Rubin Hall a few days afier
the paper came out and was
greeted with "Here comes the
radical feminist.”™ This didn't
bother me since | was impressed
that people had read my article.
However, this was only the
beginning of the comments my
friends and | received. Some YC
students were upset with my
seemingly equal approach to
women and men learning. How
could I equate a man and
woman's learning? [ was mess-
ing with the Jewish family
structure by advocating that
women take intellectual and
spirituai roles that are tradition-
ally male. A friend at Ner Israel
was afraid that my article would
push women to paskin their own
halachic questions. To me this
seemed a somewhat odd inter-
pretation since men cannot
paskin their own halachic prob-
fems uniess they have s’micha

My image of “women rushing
to embrace Mishna Torahs™ was
simply too illustrate the neces-
sity of their knowing the vast
areas of halacha that concern
them.
" When asked if I thought 1 was
leading a movement to promote
women’s learning, 1 answered
that 1 hadnt really thought
about it. My opinion stands that
it is necessary to the structure
of today’s Jewish family that
every woman learn. [ don’t recall
advocating the rabbinate for
women or promoting female
kollels although such institu-
tions do exist for Orthodox
women. | do feel however, that
there is no excuse for women
not to thoroughly know Tanach
in addition to the halachot that
pertain to them. Men trust their
wives and mothers with the
kashrut of their homes, shabbat
preparation and the laws of
famidy purity. These are pretty
important branches of halacha
and |, for one, would not want
to be responsible for screwing
up in any of these areas due the
incredible complications that
would ensue. Imagine the horror
that would ensue if men found
out that due to ignorance,
women had been treifing up
their kitchens or going to the
mikvehs on the wrong day.
Essentially there has to be a trust
between religious men and
woman stemming from an
assumption that there is a basic
knowledge of halacha on both
sides.

In the time of chazal 1t might
have been understandable that

Cont. on page 15 col. |
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Culture Calendar

by Naomi Leiser

Spring semester is well under-
way and midterms and papers
have been assigned with a pas-
sion. If you let it, schoo! work
could occupy your entire life.
Don't let it. Remember. sanity
is more important than grades.
Here are several ways for you
to spend a few interesting and
relaxing hours this month.
ISRAEL1 FILM FESTIVAL

The Lens on Israel Film
Festival, which opened. Sunday.
March 4, at the 92nd Street Y,
will feature four current Israeli
films on subsequent Sunday
nights. Each film begins at 7:30
pm with an admission fee of $8.
The first film was “Streets Of
Yesterday™, the second, on
March {1, will be “Peeping
Toms™, on March 18 will be
“The Big Dig” and on April 1.
“That's Not Me”. Each film will
be moderated by Eric Goldman,
a specialist on Jewish films and
videos.

WOMAN’S
MONTH

March is Woman's History
Month and a number of special
programs will be held around
the city to celebrate it. The
Museum of Broadcasting, which
will be featuring a number of
films having to do with Women.
will only be one of a number
of Museums and Libraries in the
\ew York area commemorating
the event. There will be pro-
grams addressing issues from
“Women in Dance” (Brooklyn
Academy of Music) to the

HISTORY
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“Mommy Track"” (Brookiyn
Pub!ic Library} and “Women in
Polities™ (John Jay College).
For more information look in
the New York Times Weekend
section which appears every
Friday. or write to the New York
City Commission on the Status
of Women, 52 Chambers St..
Suite 207.

Much has been happening in
Eastern Europe 1o shock and
interest the world. Not least of
these events was the election of
once dissident playwright Jasek
Havel to presidency. Havel's
recent visit to the US just missed
coinciding with the opening of
the Brooklyn Museum of Art’s
“Czech Modernism: 1900-1945™.
According to Michael Kimmel-
man of the New York Times the
exhibit, which opened last week,
provides a much needed re-
evaluation of the Czech contri-
bution to modern art. The
exhibit should prove interesting
to all.

CAMILLE CLAUDEL

Camille Claudel, famous for
being the mistress of French
sculptor Rodin and also for her
own contributions to nineteenth
century sculpture, is the subject
of this brilliant French film. The
film, which 1s in French with
English sub-tittles, deals with
two complex Issues; artistic
genius and obsession. The fiim
1s unusual in that it is both
emotionally moving and intel-
lectually stimulating. The pho-
tography is breathtaking and the
acting superb.

Orot

bring along a Tanach and at
certain points in the journey
fook up a particular pasuk
{verse) in the Tanach that is
relavent to the place. This is an
inspirational learning device
which cannot be used anywhere
except 1n Israel. However. pro-
spective students must be
warned that the hikes and tours
are not for wimps. On many
vecasions the students were
made to chmb steep mountains
walk tor many  miies
shrough places such as Wadi
it and Nachal Arugot. The
noultm owere a particularty

and

Cont. from page 16 col. 5
enjovable learning expernience
since the sites visited did not
only include the typical tourst
spots such as Massada and Eilat
but also the obscure places that
the average tourist would shy
away from.

This is merely a reflection of
the overall attitude of Orot-to
experience Israel from the point
of view of the settler rather than
the tourist.  Ms.  Simon
expressed it well, "My experi-
ence al Orotdiving in Elkana,
and dorming with Israelis really
helped me to acclimate to and
teel a part of braehi society.”

Kahane

Cont. from page 4 col. 3

and the city of Acco is presently
one-third Arab.

Another point that Kahane
emphasized was the lack of faith
among people today. “People
who used to believe in the
Burning Bush now believe in
George  Bush."  Kahane
exclaimed. “We have lost faith
and now believe that we need
America, and can't do anything
to annoy them.” Kahane gave
an example of how after World
War 1i, the Poles and Czechs
expelled 12 million ethnic Ger-
mans from their lands because
of 4 possible safety threat. They
apparently did not care what

he said. “should we care what
the U.S. thinks™™

Kahane concluded with
something said by the Gerer

“If the purpose of G-d giving the
Torah on Mount Sinai was
because it was a low mountain
and He wanted to teach the Jews
humility, why didn't He give it
in a place that was even lower,
such as a valley? The answer.,
Kahane explained, is that G-d
really wanted to teach the Jews
two things: the importance of
being humbie and the impor-
tance of not being too humble.

The lecture was sponsored by
the Israel Affairs Committee,
which is under the Torah Activ-
ities Council (TAC). Students
on the of HAMEVASER feit
that it was inappropriate for
TAC to sponsor Kahane as a
speaker. In their March editorial
they wrote that "A man who
distorts Torah to spread his
message of hatred and violence
does not deserve a platform at
our institution.” The editorial
also blamed SCW students for
not protesting the event. Others
argue that Kahane simply
represents one view of the Israeli
situation and though this view
is not necessarily advocated by
TAC or SCW it is a perspective
that students are interested in
hearing.

America would say. “So why.”

Rebbe, The Rebbe once asked :

Michlala

example, on Purim, those of us
from out of town got together
and put on a skit called
“Revenge of the Nerds" about
out of towners vs. the cool New
Yorkers. We felt that it was
important that we make it clear
that we had status even if we
werent from “the city” and had
never attended Morasha.

Over the vear | becume very
close to several of my teachers
and went to them for Shabbat.
In fact, one Friday I missed the
last bus out of Michlala and had
to tearfully knock at the Coop-
erman’s door because | had no
food and nowhere to go. Rabbi
and Mrs. Cooperman welcomed
me warmly. The Rabbanit wor-
ried about my eating just like
4 Bubie and piled me with food.
When | was rushed to the
hospital several days later with
appendicitis, she and all of my
teachers were concerned and
either called or visited me in the
hospital,

Most'specifically, Rabbi Stae,
| my group’s personal mechanech
l (supervisor) and 1 became very
| close. He was constantly open-
I ing his home to his students for

Cont. from page 16 col. 3
chagigas and shabbat yom tovs.
When | was in fsracl this past
summer | practically moved into
tis house in the Old City. We
write to cach other often and he
is most forcefully pushing for my
aliyah. Rabbi Aberman, who is
a visiting professor at Stern this
year, taught me something
during my year in Michlala that
became a philosophy to me.
“dont be a frum Jew, be a
halachic Jew,” When | first came
home from Israel 1 drove eve-
ryone crazy by quoting this
constantly.

What I most enjoyed about
Michlala was their lack of
hashkafa. For example. when |
was in Israel. it was the year after
Shmitta and there was an issue
about using heter ha-mechira.
Instead of telling us what to do,
we were taught in class both
sides of the coin and the reasons
to use and not use the heter.
Basically, although every school
likes to do a little propaganda
pushing, Michlala was liberal in
that they allowed their students
to pick the brainwashing they
felt most suitable 10 their per-
sonal lives.

ELECTROLYSIS

BARBARA LEIBOWITZ

50 West 34th Street {Room 16A6)
The McAlpin House across from Macy's
New York N.Y. 10001
239-0783
member
AMERICAN ELECTROLOGY ASSOCIATION
NEW YORK ELECTROLYSIS ASSOCIATION
aiso
INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF
PROFESSIONAL ELECTROLOGISTS

strict sterilization procedures observed
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computerized multiple gakanic method
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Food Plan

Cont. from page 4 col 4

be implemented stowly. At first
it will only be mandatory for the
{reshmen and sophomores with
an option for upperciassman to
make their own decisions. a
policy upheld in many univer-
sities. However, eventually they
aim to see all resident hall
students on a required meal
plan. )

Dr. Efrem Nulman, Dean of
Students, expressed. =1 want to
know what the students sig-
gest.” added that the cafeteria
could senve whatever restaurant
food appeals to students.
Strauss also stressed that “it’s
very important {or the students

.

to tell us. on the student food
committee, what they want
because i they only come crying
to us afterwards. it will be too
late.”

Student involvement 1s cru-
cial in settling the issue amicably
according to al! parties involved.
To this end an open forum
between students and Food
Committee Members took place
on March 6. Students unanim-
ously voiced a strong objection
to any form of mandatory meal
plan. However, when it was
explained that was not feasible.
most students agreed that $1000
for incoming freshmen and $400
for ali other dorming students
was a reasonable amount.

The rationale behind this
difference was that while current
students are set in their cating
habits. new students will auto-
matically eat all their meals in
the cafeteria. The following year
the fee would be $1000 for
freshmen and sophomores until
everyone is paying the same
price. Although this is not the
final decision, this will be recom-
mended to the administration by
the SCW Food Services Com-
mittee on behalf of the students
of SCW.
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SPORTS TRIVIA Sharfm ll’S TO ALL CANDIDATES
v Cw’ﬁmgms FOR GRADUATION

Answers to the quiz should be submitted as
soon as possible to Esti Weber room 17F. The
first, Stern College student to correctly answer
the quiz will receive & prize and will be
mentioned in the next issus of The Observer.
1. Whiat university won last year's NCAA basketball
championship?

2 What U.S. senator played for the New York Knicks?
3. Who won the 1990 NBA three-point shoot-out
contest?

4. Who is the current boxing heavyweight champion
of the world?

5. Nmnethehigtmstpakyedbaaebauplayermthemajor
Leagues?
G.Myearmarkst.hetem.hyearamuversa.xyofwhst
great miracle on ice?
7. Name the well known jockey who recently retired
from horse-racing.
8. Who was runnerup in the Slaw-Durk competion

at this year's All Star Break?

9.The newly acquired New York Knick Maurice Cheeks
wears what number?

diets that often consist entirely
of bread, Bissli, popcorn and
leftovers from “Off the Square,”
a restaurant in Jerusalem. How-
ever, by the time the students
leave Sharfman’s they are able
to fend for themselves.

Since there are only fifty
students in the school, the
students become a close Knit
group. Rabbi Sharfman is
known for his talent in arranging
rooms that consist of students
whom he feels are compatible
and will eventually form a bond.
Having a warm and comfortable
apartment adds to the positive
effects of the year.

Sharfman’s is not like any
other yeshiva in Israel. There is
not a great deal of academic
pressure, yet every student
leaves the school feeling that she
has aquired a great deal of
knowicdge.

listing:

for you

mailed

Center

SEPT '89, JAN *90, JUNE '90

Have you returned your
_completed graduation kit to
the office of the registrar?

1. If your name is not on their computer
- cap and gown will not be ordered

- no tickets and instructions will be

- your name will not be listed in the
commencement program

2. Commencement exercises will be
held on Thursday afternoon, May 24
in Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln

Since Avery Fisher Hall is printing only as

many tickets as there are seats in the hall, there
will be no extras as in the past. Numbered
tickets will be distributed by mail only to those
on the Registrar’s lists.

The Observer Would Like To Wish Everyone

A Happy Purim And Good Luck On Midterms
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New Program Clariies SCW Vahues

by Paula Needleman

Student Services has insti-
tuted a new program entitied
“Values Clarifications”. The first
one of these sessions occurred
in Brookdale Hall on the night
of March fifth.

According to Dr. Nancy
Block, a chinical psychologist at
SCW, the goal of the program
is to have a forum where the
students can discuss the “grey
areas™ where a specific value
system is difficult to pin down
as with cheating, borrowing
money or clothing and honesty
with parents and roommates.

Rather than present the stu-
dents with a standard outline of
ways to react in sticky situations,
the forum allows the partici-
pants to voice their individual
opinions and concerns. In this
way, after hearing the varous
sides 1o the story, the students
should have better focus in
sorting out, defining and re-
evaluating the problems they are
facing.

The general forum has three
different modes consisting of
scruple games, trigger films, and
role playing, each of which allow
for depiction of certain ethical
dilemmas. Following each of
these presentations, the partic-
ipants can discuss how effec-
tively the person involved
reacted, and how they might

have handled the situation.

The opening program
included discussions about
cheating, copying notes, compe-
tition for grades, looks, and
money. Block would throw out
a question to the students such
as, “If youre in Macys with
your roommate and you have
no money, do you borrow
money from your roommate?”
Each topic brought much par-
ticipation and involvement from
those present. Dara Kanefsky,
head dorm counselor, attended
the forum with her floor resi-
dents. She said that the forum
itself is a great idea because it
allows the students to state their
opinions on issues. “The sessions
could be very thought provok-
ing and informative.” said
Kanefsky. She felt however that
the questions should have been
more powerful and focused.
“Although the students really
participated, the questions they
were asked were silly.” The
program will be conducted for
individual floors throughout the
semester. This setup enables
smali enough discussions so as
1o facilitate open discussion and
comfortable ambiance.

This newly established work-
shop is just one of the many
workshops that the Office of
Student Services provides for
the women at Stern College.
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