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Elie Wiesel —

by Shoshana Levine

Yeshiva University was proud
1o welcome the renowned Nobel
Peace Prize laureate, interna-
tionally acclaimed author and
teacher, Elie Wiesel, as the
scholar in residence during the
week of March twenty-first
through the twenty-seventh.
This distinguished lecture series,
sponsored by Norman and Irma
Braman, included lectures at
both the uptown and downtown
campuses, and at the Albert
Einstein Coliege of Medicine.
Wiesel. an honorary member of

the YU Board “of "Trusiees,”

addressed students, faculty, and
alumni from the Yeshiva's high
schools, colleges, and graduate
schools.

Koch auditorium was filled
bevond capacity on Tuesday
night, March twenty-third,
when over three hundred people
came to Stern College to attend
the first lecture. The topic,
“Chasidism For Our Times™
inciuded the origin and history
of Chasidut and its relevance in
today s modern Jewish society.
Wiesels strong Chasidic back-
ground emerged as a prevalent
topre in all of his lectures. He
cxwplained how the Eastern
Puropean Jews of the seven-
tcenth century were greatly
suttering and as a result were
beginning to lose thar conti-
denee in God. howas when the
situation seemed bleakest, Wie-
sei toid his audience, that the
Bua'al Shem Tov arrived on the
seene, encouraging ncreased
love for the Torah, for fellow
Jews. and for G<d. He helped
boost the morale of the people
and repuvenate their confidence,
and emerged with a large fol-
fowing from the Jewish commu-
nities  throughout Eastern
Europe.

Wiesel then spoke about the
opposition to this newly estab-
lished Chasidism. The antago-
nists, or Misnagdim, accused the
Chasidim of neglecting Torah
study while emphasizing other
lesser fundamentals of Judaism.
The misnagdim also claimed
that the Chasidim corrupted
their young with their excessive
drinking and merrymaking.
Wiesel then proceeded to coun-
teract these Misnaged com-
plaints by pointing to the many
great scholars and well known

YU Scholar In Residence

Elie Wiesel with Max Stern scholars.

Talmud students who were
supporters of the Ba'al Shem
Tov. The irony, he felt, is that
Chasidism which stresses the
utmost importance of Ahavas
Yisroel, evoked such hostility
from other Jewish factions, and
even among themselves.

“Chasidism can enrich and
contribute to our lives today,”
he concluded. “We can study the
Chasidic stories and thereby
learn from them to become
better students and teachers and,
most importantly to help us
always remember who we are
and-where we come from.”

The second lecture of the
Braman distinguished lecture
series took place one week later
in the Weissberg Commons of
Beifer Hall at the uptown cam-
pus. The topic was “Unknown
Tradikim.™ and included inter-
esting tales revolving around
various unknown sages and
pious rabbis in both past and
present Jewish history.

This second lecture was pre-
ceded by a dinner with Wiesel
to which various student leaders
were invited. The students were
encouraged 1o sit with the guest
of honor at the meal. The dea
wats Lo enable students to speak
with Wiesel informally and
become personally  acquainted
with him. “He was so personable
and o interested in what we had
to say,” said Heather Rush, vice
president of SCWSC. who was
seated at his table. "It was
incredible 1o be vaung dinner
with such a respected public
figure.”

These sentiments were echoed
by the Max Stern Scholars who
were Invited on twO COnseCUtve
nights tor dinner with Wiesel,
followed by exclusive informal
semynars with him. The first
night of this (wo-pant seminar
featurad personal autobiograph-
wal insights. Wiesel told the
students about his background.
his experiences, and his views on
many different issues in Juda-
ism. When he finished speaking,
he strongly encouraged the
students to ask him any ques-
tions, *providing,” he said, “that
they are within my limitations.
Anything in philosophy, history,
English Literature, Nach, Mid-
rash, and Chasidism is alnght,
but biology and math are com-
Contimmed on page 16 col 5.

YU Rallies In Was

by Rochelle Newman

On Thursday March 8, the
students of Yeshiva University
organized arally in Washington,
D.C. Sixteen buses and 950
students went to protest Soviet
anti-Semitism, continued denial
of exit visas to long term refu-
seniks and the Soviet govern-
ment’s failure to implement
direct flights to Israel. The raily
was sponsored by the Student
Struggle for Soviet Jewry, the
Student Coalition of Soviet
Jews and Yeshiva University.

On Thursday morning most
residents of Brookdale Hall were
seen preparing for travel. “When
1 saw all the people streaming
out of the building at 7:00 am.
I was really thrlled about the
unexpected turnout” said Sho-
shana Levine, SSSJ President of
Stern College. Six buses from
Stern College joined ten buses,
cars and vans from Yeshiva
College to make the trip to the
capitol. One student said, “It
was the most amazing sight to
see sixteen buses following one
after another, knowing that
everyone on the buses were
united for one cause-to help free
Soviet Jews. At that moment I
was very proud to be a student
atY.U”

Upon arriving in Washington,
D.C., the students, Rebbeim,
faculty and administration
marched silently past the Soviet
Embassy to Lafayette Park. to
show solidarity for Carmella
Raiz who was demonstrating
outside the embassy for the
release of her refusenik husband.
As they marched, students held
posters saying, “Let My People
Live-No Pogroms™, “Fly Them
To Freedom-Direct Flights To

Israel”, or "PAMYAT-Stop
Soviet Anti-Semitism™.
Student  leaders,  Rabbi

Tendler, Rabbr Schwartz, Car-
mella Ratz and Congressman
Shumer of N.Y. addressed the

students on behalf of Soviet
Jewry. They urged continued
support and stressed the gravity
of the current situation in
Russia.

Students then traveled to the
Capitol. There, on the steps,
they were addressed by many
noted Congressmen, specifically
Arlen Spector and Pat
Schroeder. Carmela Raiz spoke
of her family still in Russia,
branded as refuseniks. ( Her
husband has since been flown
to lIsracl. He received his visa
a day after the rally.)

Special lobbying was going on
simultaneously with four sena-
tors who will be meeting with
Premier Gorbachev in Finland
this April. Selected students
discussed with the senators the
importance of the rally and
student opinion about Russian
Jewry.

Students davened Mincha on
the steps of the Capitol at the
end of the day. To many this
was the most emotional moment
of the day. Shoshana Levine
said, “It was the climax of the
day. It was the biggest kiddush
hashem and it really pulled the
day together beautifully. 1 felt
very proud to be in Y.U.-a

Carmelia Raiz snd sou-Soviet Refunesils,

1gton

school with such strong commit-
ment toward our fellow Jews.”
Especially powerful was the
underlying symbolism in the
day’s being Taanit Esther.
Esther Hamalka told the Jews
to gather together, fast and pray
for her to succeed in her quest
to save the Jews. Yeshiva Uni-
versity 2400 years later, on the
same day, prayed on the Capitol
steps for the salvation of Soviet
Jewry.

“Davening mincha at the
Capitol was great,” added David
Borowich, “We'd been fasting all
day and were tired after travel-
ling such a long way, yet eve-
ryone had dedicated this day to
Soviet Jewry. We were fasting
and praying for our brothers in
Russia.”

As the fast ended, students
boarded the buses to return to
New York. Food and drink were
available for breaking the fast.

“The rally was inspired by a
lecture given by Rabbi Avi
Weiss, discussing the problems
in the Soviet Union,™ said
Shoshana Levine." Students
came out of the lecture over-
whelmed with the magnitude
and enormity of the situation in

Continued onIOmH

Rabbi Weiss Banned From Ry

by Deena Yellin

At the recently sponsored
Soviet Jewry rally in which
Yeshiva University sent 16 buses
of students and faculty to Wash-
ington, Rabbi Avi Weiss was
noticeably absent. Prompted by
the fear that the rally would turn
into a radical, activist demon-
stration rather than remain
peaceful as intended, Rabbi
Weiss was banned from attend-
ing the University cvent.

Rabbi Weiss, SCW faculty
member, Rabbi of the Jewish
Center in Riverdale and Soviet
Jewry activist, was notified by
a student organizer several days
before the rally that be was
requested pot to attend. The

student organizers of the raily

had been presented with an
ultimatum by the Roshei
Yeshiva and members of the
administration that unless
Rabbi Weiss did not aitend, it
could not be a University spon-
sored event.

The Roshei Yeshiva of YC

not yet been formulated.
lmead,_ the nbham. npﬁ d 3

various Roshei Yeshiva to dis-
cuss the possibility of organizing
a University sponsored raily.
The rebbeim involved, including
Rabbi Blay, Rabbi Charlop,
Rabbi Reichman, and Rabbi

Contismsed on page 11 col 3.
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apinion —
Jerusalem Divided”

Peace in the Middle East, especially where Israel is concerned,
has never been hassle free. In fact, with all of the different factions
in Isracl disagreeing, not to mention the Arab countries smiling
peace and meaning war, it has been nearly impossible to get any
of the parties to agree. There is a huge problem in Israel today
due to incompetant leadership. Peres and Shamir are coming from
different sides of the same coin and they refuse to concede on
anything. However, it seems likely that Shamir was beginning to
come very close to carrying out a revised version of Baker's five
point plan. Ironically, our good fricnd George Bust} managed to
destroy the threadbare fabric that held the Israeli government
together. By bringing Jerusalem into the political arena, Bush put
a huge deterrant on the peace process. Jerusalem is not a rational
subject for Jews. No politician who has worked with Israel has
dared suggest that Jerusalem is anything but completely part of
Israel. There is no chance that Israel will concede on Jerusalem
or even allow it to be classified as the West Bank, something Bush
suggested. Jerusalem touches the heart of emotion embedded in
every lsraeli. Recaptured only in 1967, it is haunted by Jewish
ghosts dating back thousands of years. It is little wonder that Shamir
ran away from peace, the fear of what he might be backed into
by America’s president hung overhead.

What we have to consider as distressing is Bush's fatal slip.
Accidental slips of the tongue often reveal what is truly felt. What
does Bush really mean to accomplish in the Middle East? If our
closest ally is willing to suggest dividing Jerusalem, than what of
our enemies who have suddenly decided they want peace? What
is really going through their minds? With the incoming rush of
thousands of Russians, Israel can hardly afford to be falling apart
over the Arabs. Unfortunately, there do not seem to be any answers.
The government in Israel certainly does not know what to do.
However, before we condemn or decide for Israel what we, as
American Jews sitting in American, think Israel should do, we
Must rem N i
the Jewish people. It cannot be forgotten or taken lightly even
if from such a friend as the American president.

~ More Heart Less Art
- Needed In Student Flection

During election season at SCW the College building is converted
into what resembles a kindergarten because of all the campaign
posters. It is easy for one 10 get so caught up in the aesthetics
of the elections that the important issues are overlooked. The better
artist (or the candidate with more creative friends) may become
the students’ choice. When it comes down to serving the student
body, it is primarily the competency of the candidate in
administrative, icative, and political abilities that should
determine her success as a student leader.

This year the OBSERVER in conjunction with SCWSC
attempted to sponser a debate covering all the issues of the SCW
election, but duc to the lack of student interest, it was cancelled.
Last year, few students showed up when a debate was held. This
is inexcusabie. A series of debates featuring the candidates’
platforms should be instituted as a standard for {uture elections,
thus ¢nabling the students to enter their votes with a complete
awareness of the real issues at hand, and to know for whom they
are voting. For this reason, this issue of the OBSERVER features
a spread on the candidates’ goals so that the student body has
some way of gaining insight into the upcoming presidential elections.

Corrections for March Issue:

Chayala Gottesman read a sketch
Jrom Whoopi Goldberg.

The Tosfot quoted in Nechama
Goldman’s article was 45B.

.
Nechama Goldman, Executive Editor
Debby Aharon & Shoshans Levine, News Editor
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Student Reaction To Play Conflict

SCW Student Apalled
At Beukas
To the Editor:

I am appalled at the lack of
maturity and professionalism
exhibited by the Yeshiva College
Dramatics Society Head, Dr.
Anthony Beukas. His state-
ments in last week’s issue of The
OBSERVER were an insult not
only to Rena Elisha and SCDS,
but to the entire SCW student

y. Dr. Beukas" temarks are
those one would expect from a
petulant child and not of a
supposed respected profes-
sional. When remarking on
SCDS he said, “They've been
abrasive and know nothing
outside of being nasty.” His
derogatory remarks regarding
“The girls™ that “the girls want
what they want and when they
want it." are offensive. The
women of SCDS want the
chance they deserve. SCW7
Dramatics Society did every-
thing by the book. They reserved
the dates well in advance with
the Calendar Committee and
arranged everything with all
necessary persons involved, In
reality the “boys” of YCDS and
Beukas want what they want-
which is the same dates and they
the actors are like spoiled boys
who are spiteful. For Kenny
Rochlin and Dr. Beukas to insist
on performing at the same time
as SCDS because, and 1 quote
“We always have the same play
date.” is immature. Flexibiity
and compromise are obviously
1wo words absent from Rochlin
and Beukas® vocabulany,. YCD*s
actions after being informed of
the pre-arranged dates were
irresponsible and an embarrass-
ment 10 the student body of
Yeshiva college. Stern College
women have been the burt of
chauvinistic jokes, as well as,
lack of cooperation and intol-
erance by YC societies, but this
is unfais to the women who have
worked 50 hard in the play. |
hope all Stern Women will join
us 1n boycotting the “boys™ play
uptown 1n a show of suppon for
SCDS
Claudine Sokol
SCW 990

SCDS Member
Denies Boycott

To the Editor:

Recently | was approached by
an SCW student who knows of
my active participation in
SCDS. “Tell me more about the
boycott of YCDS,” she said. 1
was very surprised and hurt to
see that something as silly and
hurtful as an organized boycott
of the YCDS play was being

“eonsidered. Thad not even heard

about the concept until this
remark.

I had aiready bought my
uckets to closing night of
the uptown performance. In
fact, the first thing that came to
my mind when | heard there was
a scheduling conflict was that |
would not be able to see the YC
production. 1 was relieved to
find out that [ would be able
to see their performance. 1
imagine that the students
involved in the YC show are
curious about our production,
and it is unfortunate that they
will not be able to see it

| encourage SCW students 1o
support. YUDS. Obviously
though. I believe that f a student
can only sex one show due to
lack of money or time, it should
be SCW's But don't make the
mustake of hurting YCDS by not
altending their producuon |
know firsthand of all the ume,
hard work, und sacrifice
involved in preparing a for
periormance. and its not fair to
deprive the actors of the
acknowledgement they deserve.

Avcording to several Y(
students. posters for their play
were being torn down at SCW
This us ot the case. However,
thave heard that posters for our
play were nowhere to be found
on the YC campus. 1 cerainiy
hope that 100 1s not the case

1 have {elt no real animosiy
between the societies. Yes, the
scheduling problem i upsetting,
but ity done and over with, and
the onby thing left 10 do w 1o
work with cach vther in encour-
aging both souictey 1o have &
RIcat run
Chayala Gottesman
SOW 90

Former SCDS
President Responds

To the Editors:

After reading the article
entitled “Calendar committee
Defied In Dramatics Societies’
Showdown™ in last month’s
issue of the OBSERVER. 1 just
had to respond. It seems that
year after year there is some sort
of conflict between YCDS and
SCDS and year after year
SCDS complains about unfair
treatment and YCDS responds
that they meant no harm and
were only doing what they've
been doing for the past 25 years.
Let’s just face the facts folks:
SCDS is just jealous. Period. 1
was president of SCDS last year
and 1 can tell you from expe-
rience that the men are the
“haves” and the women are the
“have-nots.” They have mone):
we have to beg for it. They have
their own lighting and sound
equipment; we have to rent and
install whatever we need each
year. But aside from the tangible
things, they also have three
major things of great value: 1)
They have a theater, which
represents not only their own
facility 10 use however and
whenever they need it without
constraints of the buikding being
closed at certain hours on
ceriain days but also the free-
dom and flexibility that we can
never have being at the mercy
of all other events at Stern which
take place in Koch Auditonum.
2) They have a full-time profes-
sor as their director whose sole
commitment 15 to YCDS and
their two productions a year, 8s
Continued on page 14 col 3.

YCDS Responds

To the Editor:

Shiomo Hamelekch wrote in
Koheles (3:7) “there is a tume (o
be sient and a time to speak.”
There is great wisdom in know-
ing when 1o speak. In light of
the rather inflammatory anxk
written by Deena Yeibin in the
last wssue of the OBSERVER,
and the recent rumors of an
Continued on page 14 col 3.
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Opinion

Fditor’®s INote

by Deena Yellin
" Rabbi Avi Weiss plays a
significant and integral role in
Soviet Jewry activism. There’s
hardly a cause in the Jewish
community in which he doesn't
involve himself. He is particu-
larly noted for his devotion to
the Soviet Jewry cause, which
has made him a leader and role
model for the plight of Russian
Jews. In fact, his Soviet Jewry
speech at Yeshiva College in
March was the catalyst which
inspired students to act and
organize the recent YU rally to
Washington.

However, several days before
the rally, student oraganizers

that Rabbi Weiss would not be
going until they noticed his
absence on the bus. It is signif-
icant to note that SCW students
played a minor role in the
decision as did SCW faculty.
Several prominent members of
SCW's faculty revealed that they
knew nothing about the decision
until the last minute. Dean
Karen Bacon, who was told of
the decision two days before the
event, was not even consulted
for her opinjon, similarly the
other SCW faculty members.
Obviously, SCW's faculty
should be consulted about a
decision involving an SCW

were presented with an uitima-
tum by various Roshei Yeshiva
and some members of the
administration: Unless Rabbi
Weiss agreed not to attend the
rally, there would be no Univer-
sity sponsored rally. The feeling
among the Roshei Yeshiva was
that his presence would only be
detrimental to the rally and
presumabely, to the image the
school wished to convey.

The whole incident was kept
so shrouded in secrecy by the
students and faculty involved in
the decision that many were unaware

faculty member.

Much has been made of the
fact that the Roshei Yeshiva "got
together for a change to work
on something.” However, not all
the Roshei Yeshiva played a role
in the rally because no one asked
for the input of SCW’s rebbeim-
who are Roshei Yeshiva in their
own right. Furthermore, some-
thing cannot be a University
event if the entire University is
not invited. Therefore, it is
arguable that the event was
indeed a University event.

It is difficult to understand
why Rabbi Weiss has been

A Tribute To The Kupfermans

by Stacy Jacobson

With Pesach in the air, there
is a general sense of completion
here at Brookdale Hall. Classes
are winding down, the finals
schedule is posted, and everyone
is eagerly awaiting the
approaching summer. The end
of this year brings with it
something else. After three years
as Supervisor of Brookdale
Hall, llene Kupferman and her
family are saying goodbye.

The news of Hene and Shel-
don's resignation struck a per-
sonal cord within me. For the
past three years. I have not only
found llene to be a fantastic
supervisor, but she and her
family have also been special
friends to me.

i first met liene and Sheidon
in the fall of '87. 1 was an
incoming freshman and didnl
know anyone. llenc was begin-
ning her first year as Residence
Hall Supervisor and necded a
babysitter for her then 14 month
oid daughter, Elisheva Though
reluctant at first, 1 agreed. Little
did 1 know that what began as
a three hour job would cvolve
into a meaningful friendship
between myself and the
Kupfermans.

As | write this, memories of

back. There were late night
“shmoozes™ with Sheldon -
notorious for secking out a nosh
and » shmooze with whomever
happened 1o be in the Orange
Lounge - {1:00 p.m Hasgen
Daas dates with liene during my
freshman year, and walks and
games with Sheva and Rachie.

In many ways the Kupler-
mans became my surrogaic

family. Being an out-of-towner,
I often went to Ilene and Shel-
don for advice, a shmooze, a
study break with the kids, and
occasionally dinner. They
always made me feel welcome
in their home and I loved
coming down and babysitting
the kids.

This year I'm a Dorm Coun-
selor and must say that lene has
done a great job keeping this
place organized. I give her a lot
of credit for all the hard work
and dedication she has put into
her job. Aithough my schedule
has been a lot more hectic this
year than previous ones, 1 still
try to make time to stop and
say hi or play with Sheva and
Ruchie.

I often joke with liene and
Sheldon about leaving Brook-
dale hali. | basically told them
that because 1 dont adapt to
change well, they could not leave
until | graduate. Well, three out
of four years isnt bad. 1 guess
it really is time for change. Sheva
and Rachie need friends their
own age. So, theyTe off to
Riverdaie - it's only an express
bus away. Theyll have their own
home, their own friends and
maybe even a few trees. Three
years on 34th strect is definitely

and while Brookdale
Hail won be the same with

pegged as a dangerous individ-
ual. The safety of students is of

-primary importance to him,

more so than the cause for which
he is fighting. He is committed
to peaceful protest. In fact, when
he met with student organizers
of the event he asked that
students not subject themselves
to arrest. It is to his credit that
he encouraged students to
attend the rally without him and
continued to assist the student
organizers in the planning of the
rally after he knew he would not
be ding. To ban

of his stature and sincerity
because of an image problem is
extreme and unfair.

Had the Roshei Yeshiva
wished to modify the tone of the
rally, they could have explained
the nature of the rally in which
no civil disobedience would be
permitted. Rabbi Weiss would
surely have been in agreement
with them. Furthermore, had
the rebbeim still feared a "a bad
image” they could have
requested that he not speak on
behalf of the students. {Ironi-
cally, some of the students who
spoke at the rally echoed the
very words that Rabbi Weiss has
written and spoken about Soviet

Jewry). The student organizers
were pushed into a corner and
instead of questioning the pol-
icy, surely felt that the ends
justified the means, even if at
Rabbi Weiss’ expense.

Rabbi Weiss is one of the most
popular rebbeim at SCW. He
has taught at the College for 20
years and he has made an impact
on thousands of students. It is
incongruous that the University
administration trusts Rabbi
Weiss with students in the
classroom but bans him from a
University event. As a faculty
member, he has every right to
participate in all student and
University events. Most impor-
tantly, at such a critical time for
Soviet Jewry, YU should be
worrying about the survival of
Soviet Jews rather than about
petty politics.

Rabbi Weiss has been a voice
of moral conscience, reminding
the Jewish community of its
respousiblities to oppressed
Jewry. This has taken the form
of activism, often causing him
to be denied entry from certain
meetings and places. It is
unthinkable and i bl

Below is one of numerous letters we
have received from stodents of
Rabbi Metzger regarding a past
depiction of him in the Obscrver.
It is obvious that he has a loyal
following and he makes a strong
impact on his students. Many of the
letters emphasized his knowledge,
warmth and acts of chessed.

To the Editor:

As a former student and
present University colleague of
Rabbi Metzger, 1 thought it
appropriate to respond in writ-
ing to the recent articles dealing
with his classes and teaching
methodology.

Rabbi Metzger is a forceful
lecturer who has addressed
audiences both in the United
States and abroad on a wide
variety of topics related to
Judaism. 1 first met Rabbi
Metzger during the summer of
1986, where he was on the
faculty of the lvy League Torah
Study program. That summer,
students selected from lvy
League schools took courses
with Rabbi Metzger. From the
practical to the mystical, and
cverything in betwéen, each
topic was brotight to “fife™ by
Rabbi Metzger. He frequently

both religious and secular, in
exciting and relevant topics. He
always elicited student reaction
and participation. His courses
were challenging and thorough

that Yeshiva University should
be one of them.

BU Transler Studeat’s Qutiook On SCW

by Sondra Lurie

Picture a large campus with
beautiful buildings in a large,
poltution free city that offers
culture and entertainment.
Imagine facilities that are suffi-
cient for the amount of students
at the university. How would
you feel if you were able to
choose time slots and days for
cach class? To most students at
Stern College this sounds like a
ideal college.

1 know from experience that
it takes more than that to make
college life perfect. I spent my
(irst semester of college at
Boston University which is
accurately described above.
Although one would think that
the above combination plus
great parties and well known
sports teams would make col-
lege perfect, it doesn necessar-
ily work that way.

There are some aspects of
college life which one misses out
on because the school is too
large. Boston University has a
population of over 16,000 stu-
dents and the large size creates
an impersonal atmosphere. The
administration at BU considers
each student to be an identifi-
cation number. Since BU was
so populated. 1 had a difficult
time finding my niche, peoplc
with values similar 1o mioe. 1
needed hing more from

them, | have to admit it's time

don\ ever forget “Tacy!™

my college experience.
Throughout last semester 1
knew many Stern College
women and they all seemed
happy and content with college.
They were pleased with the
Jewish environment and events,
the dorm life] the classes, and
the social life. | knew | wasnY.
11elt a void Judaicly. | hadn

studied Torah, Navi or halacha
in five years because I went to
a public high school. Shabbos,
which is supposed to a special
day of the week seemed to be
just another day. Now, after
transferring to SCW, it feels
great to be studying Chumash,
Hebrew and Halacha. It is also
more comfortable to be in an
environment in which people
share the sume beliefs and moral
values rather than being in an
environment in which Judaism
is secondary.

Another positive aspect of
SCW is the unique dorm life.
At no other University can one
enter an elevator and recognize
almost everyone else inside it or
receive a warm greeting. At BU,
the campus was so large that
one’s friends could be scattcred
throughout a mile radius. Here,
all of one's friends are close
nearby. It's a good feeling to
have friends so close especially
in a moment of need.

Dorm life is not the only form
of social life here. There is
interaction between YC and
SCW students made possibie by
extra curricular activities. 1n ail
the activitics, students share a
common ground of Judaism
something you can find at any
other university. Because SCW
is so small each activity is that
much move personal.

The class structure has a very
personal touch as weil. It is not
common to have ail of yowr
professors kpow your name of
at least recognize you enough to
wave as you walk by in the hall
The administration of most

mastery req prep-
aration and concentration.
Comtinsed on pege 7 col 5.

To The Editos: -

The Sephardic Club can only
hope that the author’s intentions
in the article of THE

OBSERVER's Purim issue of
1990, were solely for the purpose
of humor. Based on this assump-
tion, we would like to point out
that there is a fine line between
“Holelut™ (light-hcadedness)
and Purim Shpicl. The article
overstepped the limits of humor.
Sincerely,

The Board of the Sephardic
Club 90

To the Editor:

The month of Adar, and
Purim in particular, represent a
time of happiness and high
spirits for Jews. However, there
isnimewhenonehutodny

Purim issue of the OBSERVER.
We belicve that the suthor of
this article used the Purim
section as an oportunity to
malign a fellow buman being.
Purim should not be mis-
construed in the guise of Purim
simcha.

ing simchat Purim at
the expense of others reverts ws
to being an am mefuzar
umpoched. It showld instead be
an expressioa of support from
ooe Jew to the next.
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Around The Campus—
Third Anmual SCW Dinoer Raises STO00

by Deena Yellin

The Board of Directors of
Stern College for Women held
it's third annual dinner at the

Pierre Hotel on March 28 rais-
ing over $700,000 for the Col-
lege. The dinner, which cele-
brated SCW's 36th anniversary,
honored Bertha and Jacob
Goldman, Adele and Jules
Brody and Dr. Susan Schulman.
Honorary dinner chairpeople
were Mrs. Max (Chity) Stern
and David Yagoda. Approxi-
mately 250 people were in
attendance at the gala event.

Mr. Goldman is the chairman
of Farmland Dairies in New
Jersey, one of the leading pro-
cessors of liquid dairy products.
Mr. and Mr. Goldman received
Yeshiva University's Heritage
Award in recognition of their
endowment of a scholarship
fund a1 SCW.

Dr. Schulman, a 1967 grad-
uate of SCW, 1s a pediatrician
in private practice in Boro Park.
She was presented with the

Colleges Alumna of the Year
Award. Mrs. Brody, a computer
specialist with the New York
City Department of Personnel,
is an alumna of SCW and a
member of its Board. Mr. Brody
is a senior partner in the Man-
hattan law firm of Stull, Stull
and Brody. They received the
College's Farents of the Year
Award.

During the dinner, SCwW
Sophomore Tzivia Brody,
daughter of the Parent’s Of The
Year, who is currently studying
at Michlala in Jerusalem, del-
ivered a dvar Torah. In addition
she recited the Hamotzi blessing.
Sandra Quin, Chairwoman of
the Board of SCW Directors
spoke and stressed that SCW
has a positive influence on
young women who will be
leaders of the Jewish community
in the 21st century. She emphas-
ized that those who teach at
SCW are inspiring role models
whose profound love of learning
enhances the spiritual growth of

the SCW students as it expands
their intellectual horizons.

The guest speaker of the
evening was Dean Karen Bacon
of SCW. She began her speech
by saying that “Stern College
has been slow to project a public
image.” However, she added
that now SCW's image is being
projected far and wide in the best
of light. She spoke about the
nature of the student body at
SCW, that it is composed of 640
students from ali across the
United States and from foreign
countries as well.

She emphasized that “There
is no stereotypical Stern student
although there are certain things
that bind them together.” She
spoke of one type of student who
can often be found in the library
bent over a Talmud, adding that
“SCW students are very com-
mitted to Judaic Studies on a
high intellectual level.”

Bacon highlighted the inter-
ests of the students, mentioning
Continued on page 12 col 4.
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EUROPE-1990

For Young Women—18-22+

An Exciting Tour fo the Best Known Sites PLUS Jewish History,
Jewish Communities and Jewish Sites of Europe.

A
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Shomer Shabbat woman:

A Glatt Kosher-Escorted Tour.
Comprehensive touring in a Torah environment.
Tentative dates: July 2-19 1990 + Poland & Prague extension.
Aug. 5-22, 1990 + Scotland extension.

Israel extension available

Meet people in the various European Jewish communities.
Spend Shabbat in the existing religious European kahiiot.
Hotels, food, sightseeing, transfers, and airfare inciuded.

A special Design-A-Tour ~-Educational Tours and
Programs Kesher Kosher Tours-for information and application call:
1-212-949-9580 Dr. A. Grant 1-800-847-0700

Office Of Registrar
Missing Student Data

by Chani Hook

This past week many SCW
students received letters from
the Office of the Registrar
regarding missing SAT scores,
high school transcripts and high
school diplomas. Ms. Michal
Liberman Assistant Registrar,
said that these documents were
not lost but were never received
by the school. This year the
office has begun to update their
files and have found many
incomplete applications.

Students wonder how they
have been attending college
without SAT scores or high
school grades. *It 1s ndiculous
that as an carly admission
freshman from Central, they
should be bothering me about
a high school diploma in my
senior year. They know | came
carly admission's from Central.”
said Penina Ginsburg. Most
upsetting is the five dollar fee
that students have to pay to
reorder their SAT scores when

it was the school’s incompetence
that was to blame. “Why should
I have to pay for their negli-
genve?” demanded one irate
sophomore.

Ms. Liberman commented
that the Office of Admissions
usually handles the completion
of the applications. In the past
many students were accepted
with incomplete files or unoffi-
cial copies of SAT scores and
transcripts. In order to update
the files, the Registrar's Office
has done a thorough investiga-
tion and has found many prob-
lems in current student records.
She said that this was not going
to be done "in such a blitz" every
year. Hopefully this year they
will catch up on incomplete files
so that only the odd case now
and again will have 10 be looked
into in the future,

Although the Office of
Admissions 18 wating for the

of & new di

sure that all incoming freshmen
have complete {iles on record.

Orli Vagdam, a sophomore
who took early admissions to
Stern, received a leuter stating
that the school does not have
a record of her high schoo!
diploma. They request that she
apply for an equivalency
diploma. Her high school had
sent her a diploma after her
freshman year which was n
turn, sent 1o the Admissions
Office. She commented that, ~If
they think I'm not a high school
graduate, how was | accepted to
college?”

A graduating senior, Gila
Iskowitz asked, “On what basis
did they accept me and grant me
a scholarship without seeing my
high school transcript and SAT
scores”™ She is ~ appalled at the
mismanagement of this institu-
tion,” but says that “at lkast
things seem to be changing and

ﬂ;e'y began this spring to mne

future stud wonY be faced
with the same ) -

YU Food Plan
inalized

by Deborah Aharon

A new meal plan proposed by
Stern Colieges Food Services
Committee was approved on
Tuesday, March 27, when the
Executive Council met with its Ad
Hoc Committee chaired by Dean
Rosenfeld. This plan marks the
conclusion of a long arduous
process in which both the
Yeshiva University students and
the Exccutive Council were
im olved.

The finalized plan will not
affect YU students who are
presently in attendance. Instead,
it will apply to incoming stu-
dents who wish to dorm as of
Scptember 1990. The plan will
require the student to buy into
the plan with $1000 starting in
the freshman year. The funds
may be paid on a semester basis
and may carry over to the
sccond semester of the same
.wcademic year. The plan will be
implemented over a four year
period o that by the end of the
lourth year all students will be
on the meal plan.

The announcement of the
original plan caused much con-
troversy among SCW students
~ince it would foree students to
cat in the cafeteria. Many
women prefer to dine in the
numerous kosher restaurants in
Maunhattan rather than in the
vat: -Othes—students - prefer the
ceonomical route of eating in the
dormitory. Originally, the sug-
zested plan was to be mandatory
tor it students and required a
SOU0 deposie at the start of each
semester. Notonly were students
upset ubvut the cost of the plan,
but they expressed outrage at the
fact that they had applied to the
~chool with the assumption that
there would be no mandatory
tood plan. "It s unjust to
mislead people by forcing a
mandatony food plan on them
st their third vear of college.™
said SCW Junior Marnie Fuchs.
Ihoueh there was much delib-
cration oser the freedom ot
choosing where to dine, the
reality ot the Food Services
dehicit necessitated some sort of
Compromise

In vrder 10 dincuss the plau-
sible courses of action, the
sudents had previously met
with Eluzabeth Botterman and
Father Strauss, the SCW chair-

people of the Food Services
Committee, during Club Hour
on March 21 to decide on
alternatives to Food Services
proposal. While the manage-
ment stated its necessity for a
food plan, the details were still
open 1o suggestions. “We reaily
need -student support for this
plan,” emphasized Strauss at the
time. “Food Services is being
quite flexible in that they are
willing to implement some other
type of plan.” By the end of Club
Hour, the committee had col-
lccted various opinions and
suggestions from the few stu-
dents who were in attendance.
The committee then formulated
the ideas into one plan to be
presented to the AD HOC
Committee.

On March 23, the YU Food
Services Committee, with the
representatives from both SCW
and YC, met with the AD HOC
Committee of the Executive
Council. The purpose of the
meeting was to introduce cur-
rent student opinion about the
institution of the food plan. “If
a plan is to exist then the
cafeteria must cater to the
requirements of a mandatory
food plan,” said Strauss.

The committee gave construc-
tive ideas towards implementing
a more convenient service. Spe-
cifically suggested were Sunday
night meals and an upgraded
Milners Mart so that a selection
of prepared foods would be
available at hours when the
cafeteria is closed. “We were
sure to emphasize that the plan
could not interfere with students
regular eating habits,” Botter-
man assured.

In addition to the previously
mentioned issues, students were
concerned that the cafeteria
would have a monopoly on food
quality if it pocketed money in
advance. Botterman assures
students that, “The quality will
improve but we must have
patience. The cafeteria has
afready  undergone  muny
changes since the beginning of
the year.”

When asked how he fecls
about the new plan. Dean Nor-
man Rosenfeld responded, “I'm
Yuite neutral on the whole thing
If the community 18 satisfied,
then I'm satisfied.”

SAVE THE DATE...
And Save A Life!!!

APRIL 23, 1990
SCW BLOOD DRIVE

10:30-4:00 (KOCH AUDITORIUM,)
For More Information
Sharon Fischer 9F 545-7932
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Torah Umada Update

by Elisheva Berezin

Professor Aviezer Ravitzky, a
leading scholar in Jewish philos-
ophy at Hebrew University,
delivered the most recent install-
ment in the Torah U'Madah
lecture series on March 27 in
Weissberg Commons, at the YC

HaRav and Gush Emunim, view

‘by Sharon Fischer
D Lucille Burrascano

Zionism as an inevi p

towards redemption. Those in
the Satmar camp foresce the
Meshiach bringing an end to
Zionism, while those like Mer-
caz HaRav view Zionism as the
process that will succeed in

campus. The lecture f d on leading Jewsto lete repent-
varying theological responses to  ance and redemption.
the problems that Zionism poses

to Judaism and halacha. Pro-
fessor Ravitzky is not only a
scholar who has taught at Y.U.,
Brown and Harvard, but he is
also extremely involved in the
Isracli political scene. He is,
perhaps, best known as one of
the proporents of giving up land
for peace.

Professor Ravitzky began the
lecture with some historical
background on Zionism. He
described the rise of the religious
Zionists through Mizrachi Agu-
dat Israel, a party that opposed
Zionism but still wanted to work
within the system of religious
parties concerned with the state,
and the Satmar and Neturei
Carta who totally disassociated
themselves from and denounced
the Zionist movement.

The dilemma which necessi-
tated a theological response to
Zionism was the existential
desire for a return to Israel
regardless of whether or not it
was a complete, Messianic
redemption. This yearning was
in contrast to the notion that
only the arrival of Meshiach
could allow for the State of
Israel to exist. Those who

denounced *Zionism; - tike the

Chatam Sofer, took the position
that the Torah does not permit
Jews to follow their existential
desires. Therefore, one must
wait for the uitimate, complete
redemption. Further, the Luba-
vitcher Rebbe and others, added
to the arguments anti-Zionism
due to the secular nature of
Zionism. Religious Zionists,
however, view the State of Israel
as the first step in an inexorable
process heading towards the
Meshiach and do not agree that
Meshiach has to come before
taking initiative to start re-
building.

Both factions, Satmar and
Neturei Carta and Mercaz

While Jews leaning towards
Satmar ideology totally disasso-
ciate themselves from Israel as
a political entity, in contrast,
Religious Zionists have com-
pletely involved themselves in
the political process. A group
like Agudat Israel has tradition-
ally only vocalized themselves in
the political arena dn religious
issues. However, in the past few
weeks the ultra-orthodox parties
have caused the Israeli coalitian
government to fall and will cause
a new one to rise. This, pointed
out Ravitzky, is totally unprec-
edented in Israel’s history and
shows a growing political invol-
vement on the part of the ultra-
Orthodox parties.

Ravitzky also distinguished
between the various religious
political factions in Isracl by
dichotomizing the view of Israel
in relationship to exile. Satmar
views Israel as halachically
illegitimate since there is no
halachic concept of a partial
return to Israel. For them, the
State of Israel is inherently
negative since we are in an active
state of Galut. In contrast, for
groups like Lubavitch, the state
is-neutral and can only acquire
positive or negative attributes
depending on whether or not it
furthers religious causes. For
them, the state has no religious
value and therefore, even if one
lives in Israel he is still in Galut
because Galut is a theological
rather than existentialist term.
For Religious Zionist, while
Israel is not an ideal, it repres-
ents a step towards the Messi-
anic era.

The lecture shed light on
many of the recent political
developments in Israel and
helped the audience to gain a
better theological perspective on
the various responses to
Zionism.

addressed SCW students on
March 21 about safety on the
streets of New York City. After
being introduced by Frank
Morris, Assistant Chief of Secu-
rity at Yeshiva University,
Detective Burrascano, who has
worked with the Crime Preven-
tion Division of the NYC police
force for twenty years, began her
talk with some common sense
suggestions for safer lifein NYC.

She stressed the importance
of being alert and aware while
walking in the city. This is the
first step to take in of preventing
an attack. She suggested that
one should choose busy and well
lit streets rather than quiet one
and take care not to walk alone.
If followed or afraid while
walking alone, one should not
hesitate to hail a cab or walk
into a store. She stressed that
when one feels there is no other
option but to run and scream
in the hope of gaining attention
or putting the ollower” off,
there should not be a worry
about looking “silly” or feeling

by Susan Bahn

There is a special charity fund
at Yeshiva University which very
few students are aware of. It is
the YU - Esther Zuroff Keren
HaEzer Fund. This fund was set
up in April of 1987 in honor of
Mrs. Zuroff’s retirement begin-
ning as a joint effort between the
college, the Stern College
Alumni Association and the
student body at the time. It was
established to help current
undergraduate students with
their personal financial needs,
such as food, clothing and
books.

According to Mrs. Zelda
Braun, Director of Student
Services at Stern College, there
are students at SCW, both
American and foreign, who are
putting themselves through
school and cannot afford basic
necessities. “The fund itself tries
in tzinyut {modesty) to network,
to leam about people who are
in need of help to lighten their

1f- As Bur

Safety Stressed At Stern

put it, “You're better off looking

a fe!low P one should

4

like a loon than being hurt an
feeling like one.”

ina
with another
anything from clothing sales to

about

Another tip she gave
was to keep keys separate from
a pocketbook, in the event that
the bag is stolen. “This way™, she
said, “you will be able to enter
your home and, car without
d_ifﬁculty no matter what the
circumstances are.”

Burrascano explained that
criminals look for victims that
appear vulnerable, nervous or
unaware. If an individual signals
confidence through various
forms of body language, then
she is giving off the impression
that she will not be victimized.

The conversation then turned
towards the topic of the city's
public transportation. Burras-
cano suggested that students
avoid riding the less poputated
trains, especially at night. If that
cannot be, avoided, she then
suggested riding in the conduc-
tor's car. One should stand

the the the
potential offender always wishes -
to avoid a crowd scene,
Towards the end of the hour,
Burrascano took questions from
the students, many of whom
asked for her opinion onfighting
back -with mace or keys. She
strongly opposed these options,
explaining that the attacker is
usually stronger than the victim
and such responses will auto-
matically set the stage for both
parties getting injured. Without
professional training in self-
defense, it is unlikely that keys
or mace will be effective. Fur-
ther, it will only cause the
attacker to be further infuriated
and strengthen his/her attack.
Therefore, running away is
probably better than a confron-
tation. Burrascano stressed that
women, if aware of the dangers,
can’be in control and prevent

rather than sit b di

allows one to appear more alert
and in control. If frightened by

v e Fod s N ok

burden.” This networking is
done through the dormitory
staff, student services staff and
faculty.

The amount of money given
to a student is determined by the
recipients personal financial
needs. The only condition on the
students is that when they
graduate and begin to earn a
living, they remember the help
they received from the fund
when deciding where to donate
their maaser money {(one tenth
of one’s income that is given to
charity).

Mrs. Braun stressed that this
fund is often essential to a
student’s academic achievement.
“If you cant make ends meet
for food, you are not going to
have much physical or mental
energy left to study and be a
good student.”

While fundraising for the
charity, Mrs Braun has found
that most peopic have difficulty
believing that there are needy

confr

F [} I ! [} |
women at SCW. The truth is
that there are a significant
number of students with finan-
cial problems and “the goal of
this fund is to help people in such
a way that they maintain their
own personal dignity. Anybody
who has a need can receive
assistance and everything is
confidential.”

There is an annual campaign
once a year before Pesach to
raise money for the fund. Letters
are sent to alumni and past
contributors. People also give
money to the fund when they
have a simcha (celebration) or
a death and they want to make
a contribution. The Yeshiva
University Women's Organiza-
tion Builders Fund has sup-
ported this fund and SCW
students have also begun to give
their own maaser money to this
student oriented tsedakah.

Claudine Sokol is a student
who became personally involved
Continued on page 18 col 1.
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Soviet Jewry

by Mindy Spear

“In Twenty years, When Your
Children Ask You What You
Did To Help Save Soviet Jewry
What Will Your Answer Be?",
"You Dont Need A Magic Staff
to Lead them to the Promised
Land.”. "It’s a matter of Sur-
vival. Donate $18 Today.”,
“This Thursday Wel Give them
a Purim They Will Live to
Remember.™ Such signs can be
seen around the Stern College
and Yeshiva College campuses.
Flyers, posters and. letters
inform students of the plight of
their Soviet brethren, and
request funds or attendance at
a protest or rally to facilitate
their salvation.

The small but growing
Yeshiva University chapter of
the Student Struggle for Soviet
Jewry consists of concerned
activists who are giving 100% to
save Jewish lives. “SSSJ is more
active this year than it has ever
been,” commented a senior at
SCW. It is unfortunate that in
light of glasnot, the Soviet Jewry
situation still necessitates YU
and American Jewry's
involvement.

It is true that the stifling
Russian Communism is dying
out and freedom is increasing
daily in the previously regi-
mented FEastern Bloc. The
majority of Jews who apply to
leave the Soviet Union are able
to obtain exit visas. However,
due 10 Arab pressure, no direct
flights to Israel exist, and the
waiting list for indirect flights
extends into 1991, Mcanwhile,
many of those who apply to

leave the Soviet Union automat-
ically lose their jobs and cannot
afford a flight to Israel, much
less a home and faod once they
reach their homeland, In
response to the emerging facts,
students of Yeshjva University
formed the Student Freedom
Fund. An emergency fundrais-
ing committee requested $18
from each YU students and
faculty member. Leiters went
out and flyers and posters were
posted on every bare wall and
door. The collection system,
organized by junior David
Borowich and Reuven Harow,
consisted of the appointments of
floor delegates who approached
every dormitory resident. There
was a minority voice among
committee members that
claimed, "eighteen dollars is oo
much to ask of a student.”
However, ninety percent of the
student body in the undergrad-
uate colleges gave at least $18
to the fund. The students raised
over $20,000 and funds are still
coming in. “Soviet Jews are
afraid to walk on the streets of
their own hometown,” Carmella
Raiz told 120 SCW students
when she spoke at Stern College
in February. Despite the poten-
tial danger, eight to ten Yeshiva
University students are planning
to travel to the Soviet Union in
June with a program sponsored
by $8SJ.

The program will provide
formal and informal Jewish
vducation and Spsbbat pro-
grams for adults as well as for
children throughout citiey in
Russia.

An SCW Student’s Response

To The YU Ral

by Sharona Cunin

Washington... the mention of
the capito! conjures up memo-
ries and images of landmark
buildings, parks, and monu-
ments. Recently however, many
students took part in a unique
experience in Washington. It is
true that for many people a rally
is something for other people to
attend, and possibly unneces-
sary today when Communism is
crumbling. | feel strongly that
people do not appreciate the
dangerous situation of Soviet
Jewry today. The necessity for
action is blinded by a powerful
pair of rose-colored glasses.
Further, the Yeshiva University
- sponsored rally to Washington
on Taanit Esther was not only
important as a political state-
ment. Its impact sent waves
rippling on many different reli-
gious and social levels.

This was the first time the
administration of Yeshiva Uni-
versity officially sponsored a
student rally for Soviet Jewry on
such a large scale. In a sign of
support and encouragement for
student participation, the Reb-
beim uptown cancelled all shi-

urim. In a show of an even
stronger message of support,
several of the Rebbeim from YC
and SCW came to the rally and
gave shiurim on the buses. On
a superficial level, this was very
appropriate because it was a fast
day, and learning was therefore
in order. On a deeper level, this
original concept epitomized and
emphasized the necessary strate-
gies for accomplishing some-
thing, namely, the synthesis of
politics and Torah, effort and
devotion, and the physical with
the spiritual.

This blend of G-dliness and
human action was felt even more
keenly towards the end of the
day, when it came time to daven
Mincha. It was an extraordinary
feeling to see one thousand Jews
swaying in unison, deep in
prayer, in the same place where
America’s presidents are sworn
in to serve the nation. The effect
of what we were doing extended
beyond ourselves. As the voice
of the chazan echoed in the cold
afternoon air, groups of people
gravitated to where we were to
watch us and take pictures.

Continued on page 12 col 5.

Shoshana Levine speaking at YU
rally.

Rally Organizers
Overboard With Power

To the Editors:

I was extremely disappointed
in the lack of moral integrity and
maturity that was displayed by
some of the organizers of the
rally for Soviet Jewry held in
Washington on March 8th. My.
disappointment was not about
aiding the plight of soviet Jews
nor about the absolute necessity
for public outcry. Rather, 1 was
highly disallusioned with certain
SSSJ activists and the methods
they employed in calling their
fellow students to action.

I firmly believe in the attemp-
ted channeling of government
efforts to Soviet Jewry and in
the importance of publicizing
the crimes being perpetuated.
Had we only been as vocal in
World War I, perhaps millions
of lives would have been saved.
Despite my support for Soviet

Continued on page 7 col 5.

A FIRE IS BURNING

by Rabbi Avi Weiss

The campaign for the free-
dom of Sovier Jew is entering
a new phase. No longer is 1t just
a struggle for human rights.
Now it has become nothing less
than a TESCUC mission.

This stark appraisal seems
unbelievable in the light of the
rise of the freedom movement
in the Soviet Union and the
erosion of the one-party system.
Yet by all accounts, in the midst
of this liberalization and
renewal, Soviet Jews are living
in grave dangers.

Ina Riga synagogue last May,
I met ierrified Latvian Jews. The
evening before, on Soviet TV,
there had been an interview with
members of Pamyat, the
USSR’s most virulent anti-
Semitic group. “A fire is burn-
ing,” one Jew cried out with deep
emotion. He pointed to the
biblical passage from Psalms
above the Holy Ark: * Blessed
be the Lord Who has not del-
ivered us as prey to their teeth.”

Soviet Jews perceive them-
selves to be in immi danger.

for attacks on May 5 - Karl
Marx’s birthday - in Leningrad.
Pamyat members recently burst
nto a Russian writers’ union
gathering, beating up those they
believed were defending Jews
and warned, "Next time, well
return with machine guns.”

Natan Sharansky, the former
prisoner of conscience, has said
that | million Jews are now
seeking to leave the USSR,
According 1o lIsraeli Deputy
Foreign Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, 300,000 Soviet Jews
have received exit visas to Israel.
They're ready to go. The only
problem, Soviet officials claim,
is that there are no available
airplane seats out of the Soviet
Union until 1991 fot them. The
slogan of the emigyation move-
ment is no longer “i¢t my people
leave.” Given the volatle polit-
ical situation in the USSR, every
day of waiting may be a day too
late for the Jews.

The United States could play
a key role in the rescue effort.
David Wyman, in “The Aban-
d of the Jews,” docu-

Threats of pogroms with tasget
dates have been issued. One calls

ments how Washingion failed to
rescuc European Jews during

the Holocaust. Fifty years ago,
American shores remained
closed to the Jewish refugees of
the ill-fated German ship St
Louis. Today, the United States
has another chance 10 save Jews.
It can begin an emergency airlift
to fly Soviet Jews en masse to
Israel, or it can send ships to
Odessa and Leningrad to bring
the Jews there. Or the United
States can insist in the strongest
and most uncertain terms that
the Soviets live up to their
agreement with lsrael for direct
flights from five Soviet cities to
Ben Gurion Airport and that the
Kremlin allow more than the
mere six Israeli officials who are
at  present processing the
hundreds of thousand of exit
applications.

Some Soviet Jewish activists
in Israel maintain that America
is dragging its foot in this matter,
in it’s insistence that Israel first
comply with the U.S. election
plan for Judea and Samarnia, and
with Washington’s overall
Israel-Arab peace proposal.
During the Holocaust, the Uni-
ted States offered poljtical and
economic excuses to explain its

refusal to save remnants of
European Jewry. The excuses
remain unacceptable. When
lives are at stake, the prionty is
to save them; nothing else
matters. And now, as Soviet
Jews are threatened, America
has a moral imperative to
intervene.

Nor should the United Sates
be intimidated by the Arab
countries-including Syria and
Iraq, with their abysmal human
rights records - which are
demanding that immigration of
Soviet Jews to Israel be
thaned, claiming that the
immigrants will be relocated in
the disputed territories. Non-
sense. The lsraeli government
has unequivocally stated that
only | percent of Soviet Jews
have chosen to settle in Judea
and Samaria. The issue is not
the West Bank or Soviet Jews.
Y a half-million Jews from
Argentina, France or America
decided to move to Dizengoff
Square in the center of Tel Aviv,
Arab countries would also be up
i arms. The effort to deny
freedom to Soviet Jews is noth-
g less than a challenge to the

very raison detre of Israel as a
place of refuge for all Jews.

In 1939, the Arab Muft:
pressured Bnitain to introduce 4
policy that cut off Palestine as
the last escape route for Jews
fleeing from Hitler. Again, the
Arab nations are insisting that
persecuted Jews be denied ref-
uge in lsrael.

Israel must also do it’s share.
Alternative routes to lsrael
through European cities by air,
rail, sea, road, or whatever must
be accommodated. And on no
level should party agendas pre-
vail. The overriding objective
must be to save lives.

As a child, | remember my
parents lamenting what had
befallen the Jewish people dur-
ing the Second world War. “Es
brant, Yiddelech, der shtelil
brent,” they would sing: “It's
burning Jews, the village is
bumning.”

There was a time when all we
did was sing about it. Now we
can and we must do something
about it.
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by Nechama Goldman

After three years of living in
Brookdale Hall, llene and Shel-
don Kupferman and their two
daughters will be leaving Stern
College. On May 27 they will
vacate the dormitory along with
the students. Their place of
residence will be Riverdale.
Although they will be leaving
Stern College’s campus, llene
will still be working until the end
of June “doing as much as
possible” to make the transition
a little easier for whoever will
take her place. “It is time
to move on.” lene said, “for
many different reasons.” Shel-
don pointed out that mid-town
Manhattan is not the most
religious or social environment
for a young couple with chil-
dren. “It is a little isolated on
34th Street and the children,
especially Elisheva, are at a
point where they need other
children to run around with.”
said llene. The Kupferman's
look forward to living in a
residential Jewish commumty
where they will have social
opponunmes and their children,
Elisheva and Rachel, will have
peers with whom to play.

llene is currently enrolled at
Bank Street College of Educa-
tion. She is working towards her
Master’s Degree as a child life
specialist which entails working
with sick children and their
families in a hospital setting.
While finishing graduate school,

The Kupferman family

a hospital. Sheldon will be
working as a chief dental res-
ident at Bronx Lebanon Hos-
pital Medical Center. Elisheva
and Rachel will be attending
nursery at the Hebrew Institute
of Riverdale’s Gan miriam.
Ilene’s job of general overseer
of the dormitory revolved
mainly around “keeping the
peace™ among the 560 women
residing in Brookdale Hall. In
addition to administrative duties
and paper work, llene has been
available to solve basic prob-
lems, offer "common sense™
counseling and act as big sister
and friend. She feels that the
core group of people she worked
with, Zelda Braun, Director of
Student Services, and Dr.
Nancy Brayer Block, School
Psychologist are very in tune to

the students and their needs.,

Looking back, llene emphati-
cally stated that the greatest
challenge she faced was assign-
ing students to rooms. “There
are 560 students to be placed and
only a portion of those request
roommates.”

In the last two years she has
received comparatively few
complaints from disatisfied
roomates. Further, she finds
that it is very satisfying to see
strangers become roommates,
learn to live together and
become friends. llene feels that
she is responsibie for a lot for
of the friendships that have
sprung out of “potluck rooms”.

Kuplermans To Move Out Of Brookdale Hall

living in a woman's dormitory
laughingly said that “living here
was very interesting.” Before he
moved to Stern, he had only
been to Brookdale Hall once
(even though he attended MTA
and YC) so it was a novel
experience. Although lack of
male companionship could be
frustrating, it “made for some
great conversations™, He feels
comfortable with the students,
often acting in the capacity of
big brother or father. Students
have frequently eaten at the
Kupferman’s Shabbat table and
Sheldon said that he enjoys
talking to college students,
“getting them to open up and
think.”

In the capacity of Shabbat
Programming Director, Shel-
don tried to make shabbat more
enjoyable at Stern by working
with Food Services to improve
food quality and getting student
leaders to work on program-
ming. Although at first he tried
to have programs every week,
sponsored by different clubs in
the school, he quickly found out
that not all clubs take their
responsibilities seriously. How-
ever, by working with the clubs
who were “into it” and willing
to put in time and co-ordinate
with him, the ability was there
to have stronger programs.
Sheldon feels that this year the
programming is stronger than
ever. In the past, the program’s
were basically Sheldon's ideas
and club leader’s basically just
helped carry them out. This year
he has taken a different route
and acted more as a resource
person and an intermediary to
ensure that things run smoothly.

Although living with 560
women can be noisy, especially
at 2:00 a.m. Thursday night, one
advantage was that llene and
Sheldon always had someone to
talk to. For llene and Sheldon
there were also a wide variety
of babysitters from which to
choose. Stacy Jacobson, an
SCW junior from Atlanta Geor-

Rally For Ethiopian Jows

By Debbie Hamburg

On March 27 -28, eight SCW
and YC students attended a
lobby in Washington D.C.
organized by Brandeis Univer-
sity students on behalf of Ethi-
opian Jewry. The goal of the two

day lobby/informational con-.

ference was for the participants
to speak with representatives
and senators to ask them to join
the Congressional Caucus for
Ethiopian Jewry and to offer
military aid to Ethiopia in
exchange for the release of its
Jews.

Before the actual lobbying, -

the students were briefed on the
current situation of Jews in
Ethiopia by Barbara Ribakove
of the North American Confer-
ence on Ethiopian Jewry. Even
though 16,000 Jews were air-
lifted from the Ethiopian/Sud-
anese border to Israet in “Oper-
ation Moses,” approximately
15,000-20,000 remained behind.
The non-Jewish Ethiopians still
refer to the Jews with the
derogatory appellation, “Fala-
shas,” meaning outsiders or
foreigners.

The Jews, within their com-
munities, refer to themselves
Beta lIsrael (the House of Israel).
Ninety percent of Beta Israel
lives in the Gondar province in
Northern Ethiopia. They live
under primitive conditions and
suffer from disease, due to lack
of adequate preventive care and
medical facilities. Along with all
Ethiopians, they suffer from

civil war, famine, draught and
severe poverty. With the advent
of a military Marxist regime in
1974, came an additional prob-
lem for the Beta Ysrael, religious
persecution. The Ethiopian
government, in violation of the
United Nation’s Universal Dec-
laration of Human Rights,
denies Jews the right to leave the
country and reunite with rela-
tives in Israel,

When Lieutenant Colonel
Mengistu Haile Mariam seized
power, he severed diplomatic
relations with the U.S and Israel.
Mengistu favored strong ties
with the Soviet Union, which
supplied Ethiopia with military
aid until Gorbachev came to
power. Gorbachev's reforms
under Perestroika included the
discontinuation of aid to Ethi-
opia. Mengistu is consequently
seeking new allies and eventually
will probably turn to the U.S.
for aid.

The participants of the lobby
were addressed by Congressman
Gary Ackerman (NY) who told
the group of his plans to,
“continue  [Congressman]
Mickey Leland’s dream™ to help
Ethiopians and to arrange
another trip to Ethiopia to
review and alleviate the current
situation.

In the meantime, students are
urged to write letters to their
Congressman and raise money
to help Beta Israel rejoin their
relatives and build new lives in
Israel.

she plans to begin field work in Sheldon, as the only man Continued on page 10 col 2.
FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! Transfer Students’ View
Continued from page 3 col 4.
vather than by names. At SCW,
many students are recognized by
Gt namc. This shows that the SCW
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administration cares about the
individual student rather than
considering  them a their
number.

Although | am very happy
with the change, I'm not obliv-
jous 1o some needed improve-
ments at SCW. The first should
be the facilities: Five women per
room is a little crowded.
makes privacy a rarc commodity
and causes roommates to get on
each others nerves. Also, the
physical education department
could use some serious expan-
sion, not to mention more
facilities. Another area which
requires change is the time slots
for courses. At BU, each course
was offered several times during
the day and on different days.
Students may or not be morning
people and that's why it's impor-
tant to offer an option. It could
play a big part as to whether
a student succeeds in a course
or not.

| In Praise Of Rabbi Metzger

Continued from page 3 col 5.

My contact with Rabbi
Metzger did not end in August
of 1986. Rabbi Metzger has kept
in fairly frequent contact with
a number of the program’s
participants. He has been
responsible for motivating
numerous individuals to explore
their Jewish heritage.

Presently | am teaching at
Cardozo in a program ("Bet
Tzedek™), which through court
advocacy assists elderly and
disabled Jews throughout New
York City. Often times, I have
clients who are in need of social
counselling or dire financial
assistance. | have learned from
experience that in today's Jewish
society, institutions and organ-
izations are thoroughly wrapped
up in their own b

Soviet Jewry

Continued from page 6 col 5.

Jewry, however, I was unable to
attend the rally. My decision not
to make the trip to Washington
was immediately challenged by
those in charge. “What are your
reasons for not going? Are you
not feeling well? Dont you
care?” The harassment con-
tinued on from there and
became increasingly hostile and
offensive.

Twelve o'clock the night
before the scheduled departure,
a friend of mine, who was also
unable to attend the rally,
received a particularly unnerv-
ing phone call that led me to
question the values and integrity
of those organizing the rally. |
am not casting dispersions on all

ineffectiveness, making it dxfﬁ-
cult for those in need to receive
assistance. It is apparent that
among Rabbi  Metzger's
motives, is the conscious intent
to heighten compasswn, sensi-
tivity and responsiveness to
those suffering form emotional
and financial deprivation.

My association with Rabbi
Metzger has been both imcl}ec-
tually and personally enriching.
1 am confident that he has
influenced many. others in a
similar manner.

Yisroel Schulman
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of
Law

D‘.spitc these flaws, Stern
College is offering me the oppor-
tunity to have a well rounded
carecr of a college student. For
this reason, §'m looking forward
Lo my next three years.

those involved, just the few that
I came in contact with. The
outrageously insensitive “stu-
dent leader” accused my friend
of being apathetic, seifish, and
uncaring. The student went on
to say that she was a poor
product of the school she had
attended in Israel, and that her
experiences there failed to teach
her the proper moral values. l
d to the afi

|
|
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by Elizabeth Botterman

Rachel Mohl is currently a

candidate for Student Council
President at Stern College for
Women. A .twenty year old
junior, Ms. Mohl graduated
from the Yeshiva of Flatbush in
1987 and spent a year in Isracl
learning at Brovender’s. She has
a double major in political
science and Judaic Studies and
her carger plans are to possibly
study law and eventually move
to Israel. .

Ms. Mohl has been involved

in a large number of different
activities at SCW over the past
two years: chairwoman of
Yavneh-Olami. co-ordinator of
the Zionist Shabbaton in: Riv-
erdale. advisor on Yeshiva High
School Seminars arid Yachad.
participant in Project Sages, and
contributing writer to the
OBSERVER, are only a sam-
pling of her endless activities.
These extra~curricular activities
and Jeadership positions have
sharpened her organizational
and programming skills. She has
gained experience and has estab-
lished connections while work-
ing with students and adminis-
tration on -both midtown and
uptown campuses.

Ms. Moh! has also been
instrumental in the implementa-
tion of the guard escort service
between the school and the

Rache

dormitory. This newly formed
service was initiated by a letter
to the Editor that Ms. Mohl sent
in to the OBSERVER, and then
established after her various

suggestions towards remedying -

the issue. Also as a result of one
of her suggestions, there is now
a rabbinic authority in the
library that is available to aid
students in their learning.  As
candidate for SCW President,
her main concern for the future
is to further unite the student
body. She feels that both Cindy

Schlanger (current SCWSC

President) and Chayale Weiss-
man (current TAC President)
did an excellent job of opening
lines of communication between
the two boards. Ms. Mohl
would like to continue along the
same lines, maintaining good
relations between the governing

boards at SCW as well as with

the student council uptown.

She believes that planning
cvents and activities are a given
in the rolc of president but she
feels that there is much more to
be accomplished by the head of
student government. She feels
strongly that the Student Coun-
cil president can act as a liason
between the student body and
administration. Her idea, if
elected, is to be available, for set
hours during the week in the
dormitory, for students to come

and voice suggestions and com-
plaints. She hopes to hold more
joint meetings between class
boards and presidents of the
different clubs to gain input. She
would like to see the student
Senate function as a represen-
tative body of the students.

Ms. Mohl sees herself as an
open minded individual who is
walking a “middle of the road”
course between the more and
less religious students in the
school. She is friendly with
students from varied social and
religious levels and feels that her

A Campaign Overview

By Susan Bahn .

Soon after flyers were distrib-
uted announcing elections for
next year, President of Stern
College Student Council Cindy
Schianger, found herself “bom-
barded with petitions” for stu-
dents wanting to run for various
offices in SCW's Student Coun-
cil. TAC and SSSB.

Now that election season is
upon us, it is important to
understand the workings of the
various Student Councils at
SCW. Campaigning rules for
the Stern College Student Coun-
cil and the Sy Syms School of
Business board are very liberal.
Candidates can basically do as
they please although there is a
suggested $100 limit. Most
candidates hang up posters and
flyers. go frem room to room
talking 1o students, stand
around in the lobby and do
whatever they can to make
themselves known to the stu-
dents. However, in the -past,
some candidates went so far as
1o distribute pizza and other
“goodies” 1o voters. This year,
both candidates for SCWSC
President are spending very little
money and are basing their
campaigns on creativity rather
than artistic ability or bribery.

For the Torah Activities
Council (TAC), there is no
campaigning allowed. Pictures
of the candidate accompanied
by a short paragraph describing
their goals for TAC are posted
the day of clections.

Although the three councils
are separate and usually work
as separate entities, Schlanger
said that this year there has been
“a lot of blurring of the lines”
between these three student
organizations. They have
worked together on Shabbato-
nim and activities. An example
of this cooperation is the Stu-
dent Struggle for Soviet Jewry
(SSSJ) which is sponsored by
SCWSC and TAC.

The responsibilities of the
Student Council jobs vary from
position to position. The major
responsibility of the president of
the Senior Class is planning the
senior dinner. which tradition-
ally is held the night before
graduation. The other class
presidents have a lot of room
to mancuver and can plan what
activities they want although
there are some traditional activ-
ijes. The rest of the board
basically “takes the lead™ and
works with the president.

According to Schlanger, the
President of the Exgcutive
Board is “basically responsible
for everything™including some
30 clubs. The Vice-President is
in charge of the Calendar Com-
mitee. Officially, the recording
secretary is responsibie for
taking minutes at meetings and
the corresponding secretary is
responsible for writing letters. In
reality, the two usually work
together. Both secretaries take
care of publicity which includes
designing, hanging and distri-

buting flyers for SCWSC events
along with assisting the class
boards with their publicity. The
treasurer is obviously responsi-
ble for the finances. Obviously,
it is essential that although the
tasks are different, no one “gets
hung up on titles,” rather, they
all must work together as a unit.

TAC is responsible for
enhancing the Jewish atmo-
sphere at SCW. Their activities
range from visiting the sick,
SSSJ, collecting tsedakah to the
Israeli Affairs Committee. In
addition, TAC organizes several
chagigot at SCW throughout
the year, such as the annual
Chanuka and Purim chagigot.

The board of SSSB acts as
a liaison between the students
and faculty. The SSSB Board
members are responsible for
planning business related activ-
ities and putting out a newslet-
ter.

Voting procedures are by
private ballot. Alf students in the
school vote except for graduat-
ing seniors, who should
obviously not play a part in
choosing who will lead the
Coilege after they leave.

In order to run for SCWSC
president. a studenmt must be
entering her senior year. Vice
presidential candidates must be
entering their Junior or Senior
year and the same applies 10 the
Treasurer. The Secretaries can
be entering their Sophomore,
Junior or Senior years

’90

] Mohl

experiences working on differ-
ent committees with different
types of people have taught(her
to relate fo diversity in religion,
background, and needs. Shp
aims to incorporate more reli-
gious activities that will appeal
to students who are not inter-
ested in only chagigot and
shiurim.

In regard to academic
improvements, Ms. Mohl would
like to see more student input
in course and faculty evalua-
tions. Specifically, she feels that
it is possible to formulate some
sort of forum where students
would be able to to voice opin-
ions about courses without the
danger of halachic problems of
loshon harah. She also seeks to
expand the career. guidance
department. She feels that there
is a need for a more diverse staff
that can answer questions in a
wider array of career fields.
Further, there is a need for the
department’s services to be more
publicized. A concern of hers,
due to her participation in the
Beit Midrash program, is
improving the atmosphere for
“learning.” She feels that more
space and sefarim are necessary
in order to enhance the Judaic
Studies program.

The foreign students at SCW
are also one of Ms. Mohls
concerns. She would like to

facilitate an easier integration

-for them, It is hard coming from

a different country and culture,
usually without family. She can
see initiating some sort of peer -
advisor program specifically
geared to assigning a group of
“native” Americans to pair up
with students from lIran or
France to “show them the
ropes.”

Ms. Moht feels that the major
challenges she may face as SCW
President are not insurmounta-
ble. She hopes to work on the
self-esteem of the students and
place SCW high on the agenda
of University officials by bring-
ing students’ opinions and sug-
gestions to them. Having
worked in the past with the
administration, she knows that
it is possible to obtain satisfac-
tory results. Specifically, SCW
must receive some badly needed
attention in regard to dormitory
overcrowding and lack of ath-
letic facilities.

Ms. Mohl states that, if
elected, she envisions a year of
innovation and improvement
for SCW. She sees herself as an
activist and a candidate who
“can really get things done.” She
concluded that “being Student
Council President would give
me the opportunity to learn
from others and to give to
others.”

PUT IN YOUR
TWO CENTS!
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The SCW Presidential Race

by Deena Yellin

Lisa Horowitz brings to her
candidacy for Student Council
President a good deal of expe-
rience, creatjvity and most of all,
enthusiasm. Ms. Horowitz, a
twenty year old psychology
major considering a double
major in Judaic Studies, has
served as Junior Class President,
Vice President of the Psychol-
ogy Club and as Secretary of the
Sophomore Class.

One of her most significant
accomplishments has been the
institution of a weekly parsha
shiur this year which is jointly
sponsored by the Junior Class
and TAC (Torah Activities
Council), Horowitz feels that the
shiur should serve as a model
for future programs because
“It’s very important that Student
Council and TAC work
together.” She believes that it is
unfortunate that the two groups
have become separate entities
because this “splits up the
student body.” She emphasizes
that if the students work
together the student body will
be more unified and will there-
fore attract greater student
participation in school events.

Horowitz also emphasizes the
importance of working effec-
tively with the board of Yeshiva
College's Student Council.
Problems she has confronted the
problem of financial constraints.
She explains that the Student

Council at YCis able to spenid ™

Lisa Horowitz

more money because they have
more basic resources. Their sum
of student activity fees is greater
because they have a higher
enrollment. Since Student
Council is responsible for fund-
ing so many programs, she
stresses that “We have to make
more money and we have to
spend wisely.”

This year, the Junior Class
sponsored many innovative
events, including a CPR course,
ice skating, a shabbaton, com-
edy night, plays, the circus and
the overwhelmingly successful
evening of billiards which was
jointly sponsored by the Junior
and Senior. classes.

Another implementation this
year under the leadership of
Horowitz was the formation of
an aerobics class at SCW. She
thought of the idea because “a
lot of people want to join health
clubs but dont want to pay
exhorbitant prices for clubs in
the city. In addition it’s available
to those students who won't go
to co-ed clubs.” The weekly
class, taught by an instructor
who she found with the assis-
tance of Dr. Shevlin, head of the
Physical Education Department
at SCW, has been very well
attended.

Ms. Horowitz stresses the
importance of students acting to
improve the problems they see
in the school. She adds that it
is unfortunate that, while many
peopte do not hesitate to com-
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plain, few students try to
improve the situation. Based on
her record of activism at SCW,
Horowitz has undoubtably
proven her commitment to this
belief. For example, dissatisfied
with last year’s Yom Hashoah
program for SCW and YC,
Horowitz has joined the organ-
izing committee for this year’s
Yom Hashoah program.

The Executive Board, com-
prised of SCWSC President,
Vice President, Treasurer and
Secretaries, has the task of

“managing everything that goes

on in the College”, said Ms.
Horowitz, explaining that when
she was on the Sophomore Class
board, “The YC president would
tell the SCW president what to
do and I would find out about
events when the flyers went up.”
Eniphasizing that this is not how
the Student Council should be
run, Ms. Horowitz maintains
that everyone, including each of
the classes, has to work together.

Conflicts can be avoided. "1
want to be abie to work with
the student body to make the
school better,” said Horowitz,
adding that she genuinely enjoys
working with people.

Regarding the prospect of
representing the College as
Studem Council President, she
[ “It's an overwhel
job.” Horowitz sees the posmon
as one which requires much
creativity as well a good deal of
former experience. Some of the
issues that Ms. Horowitz feels
she will have to face as SCWSC
President are managing the
finances of Student Council,
overseeing all the clubs and
societies, and improving aca-
demics, Besides strengthening
things that are already in exis-
tence at SCW, she hopes to
implement several innovative
projects. One of her goals for
next year is to form a student
comumittee to work on improv-
ing the academics at SCW.

“I'm a person who’s
involved in student activities. 1
love doing this and 1 want to
be involved in the school.” Ms,
Horowitz points out that the
position of SCWSC president
“requires someone with strong
shoulders who’s going to carry
the school.” However, she adds
that the job should not lie solely
on the president’s shoulders but
should be a combination of
“everyone working together for
the benefit of the College.”

Weissman Runs For
A Second Term With TAC

by Sharona Cunin

Chayale Weissman, a Judaic
Studies and Economics major
from Monsey, New York, is
running uncpposed for her
second term as Torzh Activities
Council President at Stern
College. Ms. Weissman
attended the Yeshiva University
High School, and became active
in TAC in her first year at SCW.

During the course of this past
year as TAC President, Ms.
Weissman, with the help of her
TAC board, has helped to
expand several existing commit-
tees and programs, and has
initiated new ones as well. One
of the most successful commit-
tees this year has been the
Tzedaka committee, which has
been active in creatively collect-
ing money for many worthy
organizations and projects.
TAC has also organized success-
ful clothing drives primarily for
distribution in Israel to needy
families.

Over the year Ms. Weissman
and her board have been busy
organizing the purchase of many
new seforim for the Beit Mid-
rash, reorganizing and re-
stocking the Torah tapes library
and sponsoring a weekly Par-
shat Hashavua shiur given by
the students themselves.

In the future, Ms. Wcism
stated, she hopes to organize
more lectures On varnous topks

that pertain to Orthodox
women in the 90%. She would
also like to strengthen SCW
students’ connection and partic-
ipation in community service.
She further intends to start a
publication by the students
which will deal with current
intellectual Jewish issues. I
hope that 1 contributed to
enhancing student life at SCW
this past year,” Ms. Weisman
said, "and with the help of my

experience, TAC will be able to
organize more activities and
provide more services and pro-
grams to meet the students’
needs.”
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Jona-Wants To
Make An Impact
On SSSB

by Tzippy Lavi

Hailing from Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Miki Jona, a twenty
year old finance major, is the
lone candidate for Sy Syms
Student Council President, Jona
transferred from the University
of Wisconsin at Madison to
SCW after her freshman year
because she wanted more reli-
gious atmosphere and a smaller
college. Since then, Jona has
been very active in SCW serving
as Secretary of SSSB, president
of the Hebrew Honor's Society,
and working on a student Open
House and together with Dr.
Richard Nochimson organizing
a business writing seminar.

What prompted Jona to run
for President was the support of
her peers in SSSB who encour-
aged her to run for the position.
In addition, Jona confessed that
before announcing her candi-
dacy she gave the decision much
thought. She contends that
“Since Sy Syms is a relatively
new school, the students have
the chance to make an impact
and can give input into what
goes on in the school” She
wanted to contribute and impact
upon the college and therefore
agreed to run.

Jona’s goal for next year is
to involve more underclassmen
in the College’s activities and
societies. Furthermore, as the
representative of SSSB she sees
the importance of representing
not just the seniors but the entire
school. She confessed that as a
sophomore she felt that Student
Council seemed to focus more
on graduating seniors and
attaining jobs for them. “But 1
want to involve everyone.” she
said. Jona stressed that she views
student more involvement as a
problem and she hopes to spon-
sor events that would draw large
numbers of participants. She
pointed out that, while the
administration provides the
academics for the college, "we
(Student Council) are here for
the whole college experience.
We want to offer things that
students don ordinarily get in
the classroom.”

Since she served as Secretary
of SSSB, she was very involved
in what went on this year and
feels that she has gained a lot
of experience from working on
the SSSB board. She main-
tained that the board this year
did an excclient job and said,
“I'm really enthusiastic about
next year.” She commented “No
matter who will be on the board,
I'm excited about working with
them and I think we have a good
year in store for us.”
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Review:

A Departure From The

By Naomi Leiser

The CAUCASIAN CHALK
CIRCLE. Stern College Dra-
matics Society's most recent
production. debuted Thursday
March 29 at Koch auditorium,
to mixed reviews. The play, an
ironic commentary on the ills of
society and its government,
speaks of and to an era far
removed from our own.

Bertold Brecht, a twenticth
century German playwright,
ltved through the drama of inter-
war and World War 11 Ger-

~ many. Twentieth century Ger-
many was the center of political
and ideological warfare; the
birthplace of Marx, father of
Muirxist political philosophy.
Germany also became home to
National Socialism, one of the
most extreme forms of twentieth
century fascism, and Christian
Socialism a moderate form of
socialism still popular today.
Little in Germany escaped
polarization by the political: in
faet. German art and .artists are
often noted for their high degree
of political involvement. It is
within this context that Brecht’s
plays must be understood.

Today, we live in a society
that is most often accused of
being devoid of ideology. Thus,

Tzedakah Fund

Continued from page 5 col 5.
with this project after learning
that a student she had given food
to as a friendly gesture, in reality
could only afford to buy pasta.

our understanding of Brecht is
hampered by an inability not
just to relate to the social and
political climate of his time, but
also 1o refate to the very notion
of political activism,

The SCDS production aptly
conveyed much of the irony of
the play and successfully explo-
ited the rich dialogue and fre-
guent use of double entendres.
The lines, often lyrical, were
delivered with the light playful-
ness the author had obviously
intended.

Towards the middle, the
rapid. airy pace of the play was
disturbed by a few actresses
whose lines were delivered less
glibly then others, and without
the sense of irony so central to
the very meaning of the play.

Sheera Thurm, the story
teller, gave a remarkable perfor-
mance. She succeeded not only
in clarifying and developing the
story line but also in revealing
the underlying seriousness of the
play. especially with lines like,
“When the house of a great one
collapses many little ones are
slain. Those who had no share
in the good fortunes of the
mighty often share in their
misfortunes.”

Chayala Gottesman, a senior
acting in her final SCDS pro-
duction, demonstrated her tal-
ent in a range of roles. Her
performance of Arsen Kerzbeki,
the sarcastic opportunistic
prince, was paralleled only by
her portrayal of Lavrenti, the

~dottish but well meaning brother -

of Grusha. Any actresses’ ability
would be taxed by the necessity
of reappearing in three such
varied and important roles in
such quick succession. Chayala
rose to the occasion and pro-
vided convincing performances
of all. Her prince was her most
successful role, insincerity
screamed from the prince's every
word and gesture, even as “he”
mouthed the deferential inani-
ties “his” position required.
Debbie Potashe’s Natelle
Abashwili, the governor's wife,

was one of the more entertaining
and successful characters. She
conveyed the superficiality and
haughtiness of the character
with more than just a touch of
humor. Kayla Kaplan acted the
‘part of Simon with a degree of
reserve and dignity befitting the
role, and Judy Stangen’s Azdac
achieved a combination of cyn-
ical materialism and intellectual
ideatism.

A number of factors inter-
fered with the success of the
performances. The most obvi-
ous obstacle - and the most
difficult one 1o overcome - was
created by the cast being entirely
female. Understandably
unavoidable, the feminine voices
and gestures tended to interfere
with believability although the
masks helped compensate for
the lack of masculine appearan-
ces. A second problem was that
each actress had to play a
number of roles, making it
difficult to distinguish one role
from the second. While some of
the actresses succeeded in alter-
ing their voices, others did not.

Elisheva Wohigelernter was
particularly successful at distin-
guishing her different roles. Her
performence of the monk was
especially funny, completely
different from that of Aniko, the
brother’s rich spoiled wife, and
her third role as adjutant to
Natella Abashwili. The large
cast consisted of fifteen women
who played close to fifty roles.
The performance was not flaw-
fess for-a number of cues were
missed and some lines were
forgotten. However, the cast
rose (o the occasion, overcame
handicaps like gender. and
presented an extremely funny
Caucasian Chalk Circle.

The stage set was creative and
innovative, avoiding many of
the problems the lack of proper
facilities might have created.
One platform was moved
around the stage and used as a
bridge, step and judge’s chair.
A single background of wooden
slats and pieces of cloth

remained throughout the entire
play, and props, consisting
mostly of wooden boxes and the
single wooden platform, were
periodically moved around.

The costumes and masks were
extremely successful. Since
Brecht’s play was not about
character development, many of
the roles were superficial and
stereotypical. The masks helped
create the stereotyped characters
by simultaneously displaying
their personalities yet serving as
a barrier to a deeper understand-
ing of them.

The costumes were well cho-
sen and creative. They helped
create an aura of the Asiatic
wich befitted the play. Their
uniqueness also contributed to
the sense of fantasy, of unbeliev-
ability.

The greatest flaw of the pro-
duction lay in its lack of focus.
The fable-like plot of the play
was not sufficient to hold one's
interest, nor were the characters
complex or interesting enough.
The political overtones were
cither removed or- greatly de-
emphasized. Consequently, the
audience was left grasping for
a focus point. What character
and plot development there was
was damaged by some of the
cutting. The play was admittedly
very long; however, perhaps
they could have been more

The CAUCASION CHALK CIRCLE
Usual

careful in what lines they cut.
It was not clear to the audience
how much time had elapsed
between Grusha’s marriage and
Simon’s re-appearance, nor was
it clear how or when the child
had grown up.

Though Grusha was noble to
have saved the child from certain
death, it was not clear from the
play what, if any, attention had
been given to the growing child.
This affected the final scene in
the court room. The scene
lacked drama and failed to
involve the audience positively.
While most of us were rooting
for the star crossed lovers and
the elderly peasant couple
requesting a divorce, there was
no sence of climax. Certain
political comments remained,
such as the judge sitting on the
book of statutes, although many
others were lost. For example,
Grusha'’s claim to have “brought
him up to work™ a statement
with is and obvious references
to the Communist party. Geor-
gia, where the play was set, is
a Soviet Republic and home of
Stalin.

SCDS’s Caucasian Chalk
Circle was a success. A depar-
ture from the traditional wom-
ens issues plays they often
choose, the Drama Society
showed itself capable of present-
ing plays of a very different sort.

She learned about the fund
because she went to speak to
Mrs. Braun about her experi-
ence. Ms. Sokol gave her own
maaser money (0 the tzedakah
and encouraged all of her friends
1o do likewise.

Over her summer vacation
last year, she went home and
raised approximately $600 for
the fund. Ms. Sokol feels “that
It is tragic that such a situation
should oceur in such a rich

Kupferman’s Leaving

gia and a dorm counselor,
started babysitting for liene and
Sheldon duning her freshman
year. As a result, Stacy has
become very close to the Kup-
fermans. From babysitter to
Elisheva, she became llene’s
Haagen Daaz partner at a
crucial time in llene’s life, when
she was pregnant with Rachel.
llene and Sheldon have become

Continued from page 7 col 3.
to her a “surrogate family” since
hers are so far away. Stacy has
become close enough with them
to talk about problems, pop in
for dinner and even take Eli-
sheva shopping.

As dorm counselor, she finds
llene easy to work with. “She’s
done a good job. Most girls feel
that she’ll give them more than
just the time of day.”

school. There. are some girls
walking around in Channel
outfits while other girls can't
atford new clothes.™ She con-
cluded by saying, “Charity
begins at home and for us
students, Stern College s
home.”

Anyone wishing to make a
donation. to this fund should
send checks made out to “YU
E.Z Keren HaEzer Fund™to the
Office of Student Services.

.
Student’s View
Continued from page 6 col 5.

As | gared up al the stately
dome of the Capitol building, 1
was momentarily filled with a

sense of amazement and appre-
ciation for the multitude of
events this building has wit-
nessed and the great power it
contains. For one of the first
times in my life, 1 had a com-
prehension of the great freedom
that we have in this country.
This is something which 1 think
most people in my generation,
including myself, take for
granted. | was also struck by the
thought that if Jews in Russia
would take part in a simlar
event, although legal today, they
would be in more danger than
over

I believe the message of
Ta'anit Esther in Washington iy

clear: we should follow in the
path of Queen Esther and emu-
late her reaction to a national
threat that was very similar to
the threat facing Soviet Jewry
today. Esther instructed the
Jews to join her in fasting and
prayer, and then attempted the
political, human approach by
going to King Achashverosh.
We oo should attack todays
threat to the Jews in a similar
two-pronged approach, we
should utilize our learning of
Totah and prayer to G4 in
combination with the political
activism and opportunities that
this country affords us with,

YU Lobby

Russia. Due to an administra-
tive decision within the Univer-
sity, Rabbi Weiss was asked not
to attend the rally.

David Levin, a Co-Chairman
for SSSJ at Yeshiva College,
thought up the idea of having
a rally in Washington, D.C,,
protesting on behalf of the
Russian Jews trapped in the
Soviet Union. The rally was
tentatively scheduled for Thurs-
day March 5, Taanit Esther.

According to David Levin,
Dean Nulman was enthusiastic
about a YU sponsored rally, but
the rebbeim took a little longer
to convince. Some rebbeim felt
that the rally should take place
n New York, rather than Wash-
ington, D.C., and some felt that
it should not take place at all.
In the end it was agreed to move
shiur onto the buses so that the
rally would not interfere with
learning.

At SCW, Shoshana Levine
sad talking 1o the Deans and

Rebbeim  yielded positive

Continued from page ! col 5.

response and and support over
the rally. “Dean Bacon and
Dean Orlean were both encour-
aging and Rabbi Kanarfogel,
Rabbi Flaum and Rabbi Kahn
were all very supportive of the
idea.” said Levine.

Permission granted, the idea
began to turn into a reality. The
students, led by, Jerry Hawk,
Co-Chairman of S$SSSJ and
others, had one week 10 work~
out the details and organize the
rally.

Buses were ordered to trans-
port the YU student body to
Washington, D.C. Yeshiva Uni-
versity and the President’s Cir-
cle, composed of Y.U. alumni,
funded the trip.

“Our accomplishments were
twofold.” said Jerry Hawk,
“First, we sent a strong message
10 Congress to tell them that
students are concerned about
what happens to Soviet Jews
and second, that the Jewish
students are leading the Jewish
community by example.”
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Students Lobby For
Jewish Issues In Washington

by Banji D. Latkin

On Wednesday, March 2t, a
very small contingency of
Yeshiva University students
went to Washington, D.C,, to
attend the National Leadership
Mission. The mission was spon-
sored by the Institute of Public
Affairs, a branch of the Amer-
ican Associations of Orthodox
Unions.

“The mission was in planning
for quite some time but because
of the rally on the Fast of Esther,
many students feit that there was
no need to go to Washington
a second time, especially during
midterms,” commented one
lobbyist. Etan Tokayer, who
went on the mission, felt “it was
one important way to serve K'lal
Yisroel, especially when the fate
of Soviet Jewry lies hanging in
the balance.” He added, “we can
no longer leave the issues in the
hands of non observant Jewish
establishments.” "It was unfor-
tunate that more students did
not attend the rally,” com-
mented Lauryn Schnack, assis-
tant coordinator of the mission.
“There are so many problems
affecting Jews all over the world,
students should have realized
how much they could have
helped if they had participated
in the lobby.” As Senator Arlen
Spector, a Republican from
Pennsylvania, told the lobbyists,
“your messages are heard and
actions are taken.”

The YU delegates began their
day with a lunch which was
attended by several United
States senators. Senators Arlen
Spector., Frank Lautenberg,
Daniel Moynihan and others
expressed their support for
Israel and their political stand
on the matter in the Middle East
to a 300 plus audience. In regard
to President George Bush's
recent proprosal to split Jerus-
alem. a YC sophomore was
emphatically reassured by
Frank Lautenberg, a Democrat
from New Jersey, that “Jerus-
alem is the capitol of Israel. and
50 1t shall stay!”

After lunch, the group, com-
posed of students from different
regions in America, dispersed to
meet with congressmen from
their respective states. The
students had been briefed on
how they were to speak with the
congressmen and what major
issues they were to raise. Direct
flights to Israel from Russia, the
probiems in East Jerusalem, and
the PLO were three major topics
on the agenda. According to
Edward Stelzer, the trip’s coor-
dinator, “Our group had constit-
uents f{rom ten different
states...carrying out messages to
the federal political machine.”

Some students felt that they
did not accomplish anything in
Washinhton. One SCW student
felt “the people I spoke with did
not educate me.” Mr. Stelzer
was reassured that “the senators
were pro the issues not only
because it’s what we wanted to
hear, but because it's what they
really feel” He also felt that
students do not realize the power
they have as college students,
“The senators look at us as
potential voters, they want to
agree with us.”

"Even though we spoke with
pro-lsrael representatives, more
would have been accomplished
if we reached out to those who
were not on our side,” stated
Sharona Cunin, a SCW junior.
In response, Mr. Stelzer pointed
out that representatives who
were not entirely pro-Israel had
been spoken to, “but you can
only tell them how you feel and
hope they see things your way.”

“The lobby was successfut;
everyone who went learned
something and (for the most
part) felt they did a tremendous
service to the American Jewish
Orthodox community.” Mr.
Stelzer also warted students to
know that if they really want to
be effective in Washington, they
should start sending letters to
their Congressmen about their
feelings towards Amencan pol-
icy in the Middle East.

Tuesday, May 1, 1990

Monday, May 7, 1990

9:00-4:30 by appointment
Tuesday, May 8, 1990

Thursday, May 10, 1990

Friday, August 3, 1990

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY

Office of the Registrar

MIDTOWN CENTER
FALL 1990 REGISTRATION SCHEDULE

Distribution of registration materials to students

Registration for current Seniors and current Juniors

Registration for current Sophomores 9:00-4:30 by appointment
Registration for current Freshmen 9:00-4:00 by appointment

Financial clearance deadline (tuition and fee payment due)

Weiss
Continued from page 4 col 5.

Tendler, felt that in order for the
event to have their stamp of
approval, it had to meet certain
criteria. One of them was that
it be a quiet rally rather than
a protest, meaning that there
could be no civil disobedience.
Even the signs and placards had
to convey a particular message
in keeping with the Yeshiva's
image. Furthermore, in-an effort
to demonstrate the unity of the
University on this issue, little
“was to be said to the press except
that, “We want to get the Soviet
Jews out of the USSR.”

At a final meeting, a group
composed of a number of YC
student leaders, as well as the
organizers of the event and three
SCW students, were addressed
by YC graduate David Lukins
of Senator Moynihan’s office,
who is active in working for the
release of Soviet Jewry.

Apparently, Lukins was
asked by Rabbi Miller to meet
with the students. He attempted
unsuccessfully to dissuade stu-
dents from holding the rally. He
was concerned about the effects
of bad publicity on the negoti-
ations concerning transporting
Jews from Russia. In addition,
Lukins feared that a loud,
demonstrative raily might result
in chilul hashem. When the
students refused to budge, Luk-
ins stressed that the rally should
be conducted in a quiet and
peaceful manner. Lukins
revealed to the OBSERVER
that he did not think that
banning Rabbi Weiss was the
solution to the problem; Lukins
believed that the rally should not
be held altogether. He explained
that there were risks involved in
protesting and it would be best

of Soviet
Jewry’s
Aliyah

&

Mother’s

Salute to N

not to use that approach. It is
significant to note that Lukins
has always been opposed to
public protest and only believes
in quiet diplomacy.

A representative from SCW
revealed that Rabbi Weiss's
name was raised at the meeting
and there was concern that if he
participated, the rally would be
less moderate than the admin-
istration wanted. It was felt that
because Rabbi Weiss has a
reputation for getting arrested at
protests, his attendence would
have a negative impact on the
raily.

According to Rabbi Blau,
what occurred “was an unfor-
tunate misunderstanding.” He
explained that for the rally to
gain support from the Roshei
Yeshiva, it had to meet certain
criteria. They had come to the
consensus that certain
approaches were not appropri-
ate in fighting for Soviet Jewry.
“It should not be done in an
attacking manner.”

Dean of Students Ephram
Nuiman blamed the students for
the decision, stressing that the
rally was a student event. “The
students chose a certain way of
doing things that they felt would
be in the best interest of the
Soviet Jewry cause.” he said.
“Their feeling was they would
choose an approach which was
not Rabbi Weiss’ approach.”
Nulman felt that the rally was
one of the most successful things
done at Yeshiva because the
Roshei  Yeshiva worked
together.

When asked why it was not
requested that Rabbi Weiss
simply participate quietly in the
rally rather than ban him,
Nulman responded, “It’s not our
place to tell any faculty member
how to conduct themselves; it is
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on in a certain manner which
is different from the way Rabbi
Weiss does things.”

SCW faculty members
played no role in the decision.
Dean Karen Bacon and Rabbi
Ephraim Kanarfogel both
revealed they had not been
asked for an opinion on the issue
and were unaware of the discus-
sions concerning Rabbi Weiss’
attendance until it was too late.

Rabbi Weiss admitted that
although he was deeply hurt by
the decision, he would prefer not
to attend the event than cause
it to be canceled. He added that
this is a time of urgency for
Soviet Jews and stressed that
Jews should do as much as
possible to plead for their cause.
Rabbi Weiss was concerned that
students would be disappointed
by his faulure to attend a rally
he has so strongly urged them
to attend. He stated, "How am
I supposed to encourage stu-
dents to participate in a rally
that I can attend?”

The issue may also be detri-
mental for him politically. He
is currently embroiled in a
lawsuit against Cardinal Jozef
Glemp, who has accused Rabbi
Weiss and his fellow protesters
of intending to kill the nuns
during their protests at the
Auschwitz convent. Glemp's
lawyers may use YU ban of
Rabbi Weiss as “evidence” that
he is a destructive person.

Dean Bacon remarked that,
"Rabbi Weiss has been a
respected membver of the Jud-
aic Studies faculty at SCW for
many years. During this time his
commitment to students’ educa-
tional growth has been his
paramount concern.”

As of yet, Rabbi Weiss has
not received an apology from
the University.

our place to ask students to carry
N ~
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Tbe SCW afeteha is the best
place in the school to find out
gossip, politics, test scores and
the true feelings students have
about faculty, classes and stu-
dent activities. Recent conversa-
tions in the SCW cafeteria
brought to my attention some
specific complaints students had
in regard to the recent Purim
issue of the OBSERVER.

The common fecling was that
too many articles made fun of
YC. Specifically, in the Purim
issue, the map with “You Are
Here-Why?” depicting SCW as
a tiny dot surrounded by a huge
YC campus bothered one trans-
fer student. She feit that
HAMEVASERs takeoff of the

same idea was more accurate
and funniér because they were
making a joke to the affect that,
with all of the yeshivas to choose
from, why choose YU? She
asked what statement where we
trying to make by asking why
students attend SCW? What
other comparable yeshivot are
there for women to attend? Why
do the students seem to be so
bitter about SCW compared to
YC?

Part of what she said hit on
an issue | have felt strongly
about for some time. Namely,
SCW students have an attitude
problem. Time and time again
1 have heard people answer the
casual question of “what school
do you go to?" with “I go to
Stern...but | couid've gone to
Barnard.” or “I'm at Stern but
I take really hard courses, I'm

president of three different
societies, | write for the
OBSERVER etc.” This amazes
me. First of all, ! find myself

doing the same thing. I antic-
ipate and assume the reactions
ple will have when hearing
1 attend SCW and immediately
feel the noed to make sure l!lcy
know that I am not a “typn_cal
Stern girl." I remember fecling
ecstatic because an intellectual
YC graduate told me that I was
not a “typical Stern girl™ This
seemed to me to be the highest
of compliments.
I called up my father to tell
him the wonderful news. He
laughed at me. “Nechama, do

working part-time? Why, when
1 go to other colleges do I
especially experience the need to
defend my choice of SCW?
When looking at SCW, it is
first unportam to fecognize that
there is a small student body.
There are fewer stereotypes and
more students to fit into those
stereotypes than at schools like
Barnard where there is a greater
number of students, a greater
number of stereotypes and less
people to fit into a set clique.
Thus, everyone appears to be

you honestly think that any
feels they are “the typical Stern
girl? Everyone likes to pull
themselves out of the norm”
"But Dad, he meant that 1 was
different than the 560 other girls
I go to school with.” My father
answered, "You are different
dear. However, everyone feels
they’re unique, special and
wonderful. All 560 of you are
individuals but somehow stereo-
types do exist.”

My father had a point. I
forced myself to evaluate the
stereotype of the “typical SCW
student” and further, ask myself
why 1 wanted to avoid it. Sec-
ond, | also wanted to try and
put SCW into an overall per-
spective.

The problem seemed to me
several fold. However, how was
1 to approach “why am I at
Stern” without becoming too
defensive or too eritical?
Granted, | am happy here and
find that I am able to take full
advantage of a “fulfilling” col-
lege experience. Nevertheless,
why do 1 feel that I have to
overcompensate for the school
by taking 23 credits, functioning
as editor of two publications and

more individ

There is a great line from a
scene in a Monty Python movie,
"Life of Brian,” where a man
stands up before a cmwd and
says "you are all i iduals™

or calls greater attention to
certain personality types.

In comparison, other colleges
are not that different. They too
have “gut” courses, they are just
harder to find. It is possible to
take a joke course in an lIvy
League college but in general,
the overall academic attitude
tends to be more intense and
intellectual because that is
wholly the environment Ivy
League instjtutions wish to
provide. Their students are
screened carefully for this rea-
son. SCW is not on that calibre.
The stress of the school is not
purely intellectual and therefore,
no matter how frustrating it can
be, the student body and some
of the are often more

and the crowd of people repeats
to him, "we are all individuals™
and a little voice pipes up in the
back "I'm not.”™

Essentially, the majority of
mankind are conformists even
while thinking themselves indi-
viduals. However, very few

professionally oriented than
academically oriented. Never-
theless, students who choose to
20 to SCW need not constantly
remind everyone that they are
intellectuals even though they
attend SCW.

Second, it is true that there
are few parties in

people are willing to gnize
themselves as conformists. By
the same token, very few people
are willing to stand up as true
individuals against the society
they belong to.

A great fear at SCW is that
students will automatically be
.associated with marriage,
Macy's, joke courses, and JAP's.
This is enhanced by the fact that
students here often get engaged,
shop at Macy’, take joke
courses and discuss manicures
and diamond rings in the ele-
vator. Closer inspection reveals
that this is only part of SCW
and often only touches the
surface of the school. Again, the
small student body emphasizes
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other college dormitories. Nev-
ertheless, it is important to note
that while marriage is not the
“in thing” in secular colleges,
students have the option of live-
in relationships to channel the
intensity of heightened emo-
tions, a route most students at
YU do not care to explore.
Furthermore, the religion at
other intellectual institutions is
“do your own thing, explore
different lifestyles and be free.”
This is not an attitude promoted
by Centrist Orthodox Judaism.

Basically, it is time to stop
making Stern into something it
is not and excusing it for being
what it is. What | am trying to

point out is that the need many
students have to defend their
choice of Stern or putting down
other schools is uncalled for. It
is ridiculous to those who have
to listen to it and it only damages
sehool morale. If you choose to
learn in a particular institution
it would be conducive for the
school and the student body to
face the reality of your choice.
Trying to prove that we’re better
than YC or Barnard reflects an
immature inferiority complex
that we should have outgrown
when we left high school. The
attacks I've endured because 1
often call Yeshiva College “YU™
really boils down to nitpicking
semantics. It is irrelevant what
YC is called. What matters is
what SCW thinks. Bitterness
over politics, YCDS/SCDS, the
athletic facilities etc. is not going
to alleviate tension. No matter
how aggrevating SCW can be,
the only way we, as a student
body, will gain respect is by
beginning to have it within the
institution. This is not only a
lesson the women at SCW have
to learn. Women everywhere
have to learn that the only way
they will gain respect from men
and from other women, is by
gaining respect for themselves.

The bottom line is that jt is
difficult to swallow hard fand
face what SCW is and what her
flaws and strengths are. How-
ever, only by accepting reality,
doing away with enormous
defense mechanisms, and build-
ing positively with what we
presently have, can SCW hope
to grow into the institution we
ultimately strive for it to
become.

SCW Dinner

the Chamber music group com-
posed of SCW students and the
Dramatics Society which does
such impressive work despite
limited facilities. She added that
many students work in intern-
ships and laboratory research
outside of the College. “We have
a student body open in mind
looking to move and grow.” she
said.

She spoke of student achieve-
ments as well. One SCW student
who applied to Harvard Med-
ical School and was accepted,
revealed to Dean Bacon that one
of the questions asked of her at
the interview was “What was the
best thing that happened to you
in the past few years?™ Without
hesitating, the SCW senior
responded that it was her deci-
sion to attend Stern College
explaining that had she chosen
10 attend another college she
would not have had as well
rounded an education

At SCW you touch on the
controversial.™ Dean Bacon
said, explaining that the stu-
dents are encouraged 1o gues-
tion and develop their minds.
The Dean mentioned another
student who is working toward
her master’s degree in computers
and - Judaic Studies. Although
she was offered a prestigious
position at Bell Labs the student
chose instead to attend Bernard
Revel Graduate School One
SCW student deferred her

Continued from page 3 col 3.
acceptance to Harvard Law
School in order to study Judaic
Studies for a year. “The
students are making first rate
decisions™ said Dean Bacon.
“We don't just produce individ-
uals but groups of people who
make a contribution.™ she went
on to say that SCW exists at
a time when women's colleges
are out of vogue and as a result,
people have an apologetic view
of it. Dean Bacon admitted that
women in the past were deprived
of such an education. She
added, “As | look around the
room at women achievers, we
no longer need that attitude.”

Bacon maintained that what
is special about SCW are the
graduates: They are sure of
themselves Jewishly and are
active participants in the unfold-
ing of the history of our people.
In addition, SCW students are
sure of themselves profession-
ally with high expectations for
achievement.

She explained that SCW
students are active in the com-
munity. On a typical day at
SCW, students are involved in
community service, tutoring
disadvantaged sxudcms visiting
the cld:riy on the lower east side
and running to donate biood.
She stressed that at SCW there
is a strong sense of communal
responsibility and that, “If there
is any shortcoming it's that we're

not larger.”
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CLUB CANAD;

Almost two weeks into Nissan
and were still in the Purim
mode! Actually, Debby Aharon
still is, hence her relinquishment
of her Canada Club Column to
a mere American for this one
post-Purim issue-a risky thing to
do. To fully appreciate the

following article (all in jest~

naturally) kindly refer to an
original- Aharon Article in the

December issue of the
OBSERVER.
Canadian, ¢h? 1 once knew

someone from Canada who
lived in Toronto, maybe you
know him. Dan...his name was
Dan something and his sister
was some brown haired girl
named Marnie. Say what?
You're from Toronto? What do
you mean “where do they live
with respect to Bathurst Street?”

If you fail to see the humor
(that’s “or” not “our”) in the
above statement, there is no
need to condemn yourself
because the unfortunate truth is
that a majority of the Toron-
tonian population is so caught
up in their Toronto ghetto, that
they are completely ignorant
about the existence of any area
in Canada outside of the three
mile long Bathurst Street. And
they call New Yorkers narrow
minded and sheltered!?

For any of you who have ever
bothered glancing at “Aharon’s
Corner™ or have actually even
read any of the Canadian articles
that appear in every couple of

issues of the Yeshiva Umvcmly
undergraduate newspapers, you
may have picked up on the
defensive inclination of these
literary masterpieces. The Cana-
dian Club succeeded in ranking
on every aspect of American life.
Claiming to represent the entire
Canadian population, these
exclusive ciub members have
made snide comments regarding
American sports, holidays, lan-
guage, and attitudes. Perhaps
this is one of the for the

the secret meaming behind the
phrase, I would be very grateful.

And they say we're elitists!
Canadians are strictly forbidden
to marry outside of their race,
and are brought up with thc
notion that an American spouse
would bring dmgraee and dis-
honor to the entire Canadian
family.

l.ﬁt s talk food. In Toronto (or
is that “Torono?” One “T” or
two?”) the major hangout is the

Club’s popular nickname, SIC
(Socially Inept Canadians.)
Their defensiveness and ridicule
are clearly a method of over-
compensating for the Canadi-
ans’ lack of a real identity.
Think about it. How would
you feel about being a part of
a'nation whose major claim to
fame is the fact that they have
a queen and lots of land? It
too bad that nine out ten Can-
adians couldnt even name the
queen, or at least what number
her majesty is now. After all, the
majority of “their majesties”
seem to be named after the same
New Jersey city! It's also too bad
that there aren enough people
to fill up the vast land that is
hastily becoming the perfect

subject  for  T.S.Eliot’s
“Wasteland.”
T have heard Canadians claim

to “give new dimensions to the
maple leaf.” If any of you
Canadians reading this can
perhaps spare a few moments to
write a letter enlightening us on

pular deli known as

Markys located in the center
of Bathurst Street naturally.
Since this is not a Canadian
restaurant review, use your
imagination as to how it com-
pares with our beloved pride and
joy, Bernstein's, (noting of
course that Marky’s fails to
distribute complimentary after
dinner mints.) When not in a
meat mood, Torontonians do
have another option- My
Zaidy's Pizza. We're already up
to our second Jerusalem, while
they are still living in the past.
This clearly shows just one
example of our dominant pro-
gressiveness and superiority. We
won't even begin to discuss the
kosher food situation in places
outside of the Toronto Ghetto.
Patriotism is the one thing in
which Canadiaus are superior to
other peoples. Then again, it
could simply be their super egos
shining through. Anyone who
has ever lived in Canada for a
given period of time (regardless
of how long) automatically

btains the title “Canadi:
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once knighted, there is no way
of ever ridding onesclf of that
stigma. (Unless of course one is
caught spying on Canada, but
considering there is nothing
available there on which to spy,
the possibility is highly unlikely.)
Their motto “Once a Canadian,
always a Canadian” has been
steadfastly upheld throughout
their history. Though non-
Canadians can never become
fulfledged Canadians, it is pos-
sible for an outsider to be

American dialogue.

They have no excuse however,

forlhcfmuthntlhcymall
usually left back after twelfth
grade, and must therefore spend
an extra year in grade thirteen.
After years of uncertainty as to
the reason behind their aca-
demic inferiority, lhxs past Jan-
uary it has been cli tested
by Doctors Rosenthal and Levin
that the extremely low temper-
atures freeze their brains,
thercby limiting their brain

awarded an honorary tite, the
highest honor that can be bes-
towed upon an “alien.” This can
only be obtained, however, in
the event that the “alien™ has
specal ties to the Mother Coun-
try. (And of course p

One i 1mponant thing to keep
in mind however, is the high
level of sensitivity among Can-
adians. Aside from being
extremely defensive toward any
possibly neganve comment, they
tend to bx y emo-

can't hurt)

Babe, a junior at SCW, who
originally hails from Canada
and lived there for the first two
years of her life, commented that
"there’s been a void in my life
since I left my country.” When
asked off the record if she indeed
feels strong ties to her rich
heritage, she simply answered,
“No- 1 lied. But it sounded nice
chi?”

Throughout history there has
been a slight concern for the
generally low academic level of
Canadians. Canadian students

have been known to score lower.

than Americans on most stand-
ardized exams. They are quick
to blame this troubling statistic
on their discomfort with the

tional and melodmmauc in their

rebuttal. One New Yorker des-

cribed a typical Canadian as a

“crouching lion ready to pounce

on anyone who she may view

as a possible threat.” So the next

time you are itching to make a

Canadian joke, in a natives
presence, try to resist the urge
regardless of how hysterical the
joke may be. If that is too
difficult a task, then say it, but
have in mind that your life may
be in danger, and you will have
lost any chances of ever obtain-
ing the honorary Canadian title.
Take it from someone who had
one...and lost it.

Something for those
of you who aren’t taking
Stanley H. Kaplan Prep.’

We’vé produced more top scores on tests like the LSAT, GMAT,
GRE and MCAT than all other courses combined. Which means
if you're not taking Kaplan Prep,™
than a #2 pencil to the test.

STANLEY H. KAPLAN
lwm&wwm
Call Now To Enroll!

(212) 977-8200

you may need to take more

For Other Locations Call 800-KAP- TFST
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Lefters Confiued

On The Threshold
Of Moshiach

To the Editor:

The Lubavitcher Rebbe shiita
said, “tav shin nun- tehe shnat
nissim” (this year wili be a year
of miracles.) .

We are presently in Galut
where there is “hester panim”
(G-d hiding His face) as opposed
to g]luyshechmn"(revclauonof
G-d) as it says in Yechezkiel
39,23, “1 hid my face from them
and’gave them into the hands
of their adversarics.” Hashem

operates through “tevah™
(nature) in that miracles are
performed in 2 hidden manner
rather than in an obvious one.
Each individual can only per-
.ceive and appreciate certain
_miraclés according to his or her
own level. However, there are
many incidents that have
occurred within the past year
that, if pondered upon, can
easily be seen by all as part of
the ultimate plan of Hash

The Chofetz Chaim said,
“Everything is for our good. The
Messiah must come and he will,
but the matter depends on all
of us, as the Talmud sages said
“...the matter depends on noth-
ing but repentance and good
deeds.” (Sanhedrin 97a.) Have
we done repentance? Are we
doing repentance? In order for
“geulah” (redemption) to come,
we must do “teshuva” especially

for “the sin" that was responsible
for the destruction of the “Beis
Hamikdash Hasheni” d
temple.) This sin is “sinaas
chinam™ (baseless hatred) which
ders and still ders a
lack of unity amongst us, the
Children of Israel. “Achdus”
(unity) is the key factor in
redemption. The Chofetz Chaim
said that it is the lack of unity
amongst us Jews that is the word
of the “satan™ (devil) trymg by
every possible means to

According to the Chofetz Chaim
(zatzal) “We are situated now
before the advent of the Mes-
siah... events of the worid follow
hard on one another with ever
growing speed like a train racing
to its destination with the end
in sight.” ("The Chafetz Chaim™
volume two pg. 623.)

the Messxamc Redemption.

We must wake up from ous
slumber now, more than ever
before. Hashem is testing us and
giving us an opportunity to unify
and ament our past ways. Fhere
are Jews throughout the world
being persecuted and killed in
places like Russia and Syria, and

SCDS Conflict

Continued from page 2 col 5.

opposed to our director who has
many other productions each
year outside Stern and barely
has time to direct our one
production each year. Don't get
me wrong: our director is fan-
tastic but she’s not totally ours.
3) Finally, and most impor-
tantly, because of their consist-
ance with their director and his
dedication to the society, YCDS
has established a reputation over
the years which commands
respect. The students know that
he means business and they also
know that participation in a
YCDS production is a serious
undertaking. They know that if
they aren't serious about devot-
ing 25 hours a day as well as
their right hands to the produc-
tion, they will be replaced by
someone who is. And the admin-
istration listens to what their
director has to say and tends to
do their darndest to help him
and his troupe out. On the other
hand, our director has only been

compare to the 25 years that
YCDS’s director has behind
him.

When it comes to the dates
of the plays at both campuses,
YCDS has a tradition of per-
forming the same week each
year. SCDS has a tradition of
performing whenever they can

get squeezed into the calendar

between all the events occuring
in their “theater.” Technically,
YCDS and SCDS shouid act as
brother and sister socicties. In
this case, however, YCDS is
about 20 years older than their
kid sister. They are already out
in the world and are their own
person. SCDS is stifl living with
Mom and Dad under strict
curfews and rules. We can't even
so rhuch as put tape on the floor
for outlining the set without
having to beg for mercy from
someone who threatens to rip
it up. We wouldn't dare ask to
be able to have our set built and
installed too early for fear of
being grounded. Basically
YCDS, and Yeshiva College in
general, is the favorite child.
They have everything they could

part. And the fact that we have
to go through proper channels
to reserve our dates and they can
simply bypass those channels
and still get what they want just
adds another thing for us to be
Jjeatous about.

The time has come, though,
when SCDS has started to
demand equal treatment. This
obviously takes everyone by
surprise, especially YCDS who
are so used to monopolizing the
dramatics at Yeshiva University’
without conflict. The calendar
committee has been around for
years. It is not something brand
new. Just like YCDS can get
used to working in a new the--
ater, they can get used to filing
the proper paperwork for stu-
dent events just the same as
every other club and society
must do.

Under the guidance of our
director, SCDS is growing. up-
and fast. SCDS is not going to
stand for being treated as a step-
child anymore. Rules are for
everyone, not just those who
choose to follow them.

One major occurrance that
recently took place was the
falling of the Berlin Wall. The
dividing wall between East and
West Germany has fallen, grad-
ually bringing the two sides of

. Germany together again. And
who would ever have dreamed
that Russia would become a
democracy after being a com-
munist country for so many
years? After years and years of
praying and rallying, thousands
of Russian Jews have been given
permission to leave Russia, yet,
at the same time, there is an
increase in anti-semitism;
groups such as Pamyat have
declared a pogrom for the date
of May fifth, “U-Mevi goel
fivnei beneihem lema-an shmo
be-ahava.” This bracha is the
first one in the “shmonah esreh.™
According to the Chafetz
Chaim, this refers to the Moshi-
ach. If you calculate the numer-
ical value of “livnei beneihem
lema-an shmo be-ahava,” you
will see that the “gematria”™ is
750, which is equal to Tav Shin
Nun We are presently in the
ycar of Tav Shin Nun. Are we
prepared for Moshiach to come?
Odr Chachamim say (Shabbat
31a) that when a Jew gOes up
1o “shamayim,” and is judged,
he is asked by Hashem, “Tzipita
le-yeshua?” Did you wait in hope
for [the] rescuing help {of the
Messianic redemption?] Waiting
in this context does not refes to
mngmg “We want Moshiach
now” or saying every day in

“shacharis,” *1 beheve with

plete faith i in the ng of
the Messiah...” ("The Thirteen
Principles of Faith™) Waiting
refers to acuvely preparing for
Moshiach,

even America (believe 1t or not.}
Recent reports have shown the
increase, especially in Germany
of neo-Nazi (Yimach-shemam)
and pro-national socialist
groups. East Germany and West
Germany are slowly cooperating
with each other, each day com-
ing closer and closer to re-
unification. Hashem is telling us
that either we unify and do
teshuva NOW, or someone else
will unify, G-d forbid.

The bringing of Moshiach is
a very difficult task. It's very
hard to do teshuva. Where do
1 start? Well, I think the first
thing that we must work on is
strengthening our “emunah”
(belief) that Moshiach will
come, to the point where we
have a deep feeling and yearning
for Moshiach. This feeling will
help us do teshuva and will make
it much easier. We should
engross ourselves in “Limud
Torah,” “mitzvot,” and good
deeds, which will consequently
unify us. We must each individ-
ually strive to fulfill our our
potential and help “Klal Yis-
roea” to our fullest ability. We
must work on “ahavas Yisroel”
to the point of feeling our fellow
brethren's suffering on the other
side of the world, and acting

with us for about four years and want and everything we yearn Penina Blazer
as much as she’s accomplished for. Which of course breeds President SCDS ‘88-89
in that short time, it cannot jealousy and resentment on our SCW ‘89
(212) 730-0008
Shalom Kosher Pizza
Under Stnc‘t Supervnsuon
Chalor Yisroel 1000 - 6th Avenue
Corner 37 St.
Naftaly Dahari New York, N.Y. 10018
that he wasn' sure of the exact we were unwilling to step into
) dates, he also told her that the ring. However, the
YU X traditionally YCDS performs OBSERVER did not take the
Continued from page 2 col 5. during the last week before hint and we are now forced to

unofficial boycott of our show
by certain segments of the SCW
student body, we feel that now
is the time to speak.

Before we address our main
concern, we would like to clear
the air regarding “the biggest
conflict of the year.” Ideally, the
YCDS plays should be at dif-
ferent times. Nobody can argue
that. However, the time we have
to work on our second show is
very clearly limited. We are
bordered on one side by the end
of our first show and on the
other side by the Omer. This
year we were left with a period
of between nine and ten weeks;
we needed every single day to
work on obr show. SCDS is
apparently also severely con-
stricted in setting the dates of
their show, Now only must they
finish their show before the
Onmer, but since they perform in
the Koch auditorium, which “is
used for so many other events,”
[they] were unable to schedule
the production for any time but
March twenty- ninth to April
third™, The combination of the
above factors made the overlap-
ping of the two productions

upon it. “B nigla-u
avoseinu, u-be-nisan atidim a-
nu le-higa-el.” Nisan is the
potential month for Moshiach.
It is time to act NOW if we
haven already. *Im4o achshav,
ci-matai?”™ And if not now,
when? (Pirkei Avos 1;14) “Lec-
shana ha-ze be-yerushalaim ha-
benuya.” Be-czrat Hashem.

SCW 91

Yellin writes about a conver-
sation between the Presidents of
the two dramatic societies,
Kenny Rochlin and Elana Bank,
that took place early in the year.
According to Bank, Rochlin
told her
guys that he wasnY sure of the

Pesach. One could make the
ridiculous assertion that some-
one is lying in a malicious
attempt to deceive the YU
student body, faculty, alumni
etc. However, a reasonable
person who foliows the rabbinic
dictum to judge people favora-
bly (Avos 1:6) will assume that
there was a misunderstanding.
It is entirely plausible both that
Elana misunderstood Kenny's
reference to YCDS tradition
and that Kenny didn't express
himself clearly enough.

We apologize for any role we
might have played in this mis-
understanding. Although Yellin
uses the phrase “the biggest
conflict of the school year™ and
refers to the overlapping of the
two shows as “consistent with
the....injustice of which SCDS
has often been a victim™, we
question the extent of the “dam-
age™. Most midterms are fin-
ished well in advance of either
of the shows and students who
want to sec both performances
are able to. However, if we put
anyone into the uncomfortable
position of having to decide
between the two shows, we are
sorry. We certainly encourage
everyone to see SCDS perform
a wonderful play.

Hopefully havmg cleamd up
an unfortunaté situation, ‘we

turn your attention to an issue:

‘that concerns usdeeply. It seemns

that the OBSERVER has taken-

apon -itself the role of. fight
pmmom in the “Dramatics
* Showdown”. We have

dates for the Spring p
so she went ahead and merved
the dates she wanted. Rochlin
claims that while be did tel) Bank

kept qme« ‘up tQ tow bécause
we hoped sthat our silence would
mdx:mtmthBSERVERum

enter their ring if only to dem-
onstrate that we will not fight.

We would like to state
unequivocally that from our
perspective there is absolutely
no rivalry, showdown, or ani-
mosity between our societies.
We have endless respect for their
ability to put together a show
with the limited facilities granted
them by the University. We
completely dissociate ourselves
from whatever feelings of rivalry
there may have been between
YCDS and SCDS boards of the
pat.

Any existing animosity
between the two dramatics
societies is solely the fabrication
of the OBSERVER. Unfortu-
nately, it is easy for Jews in our
time to find “real” issues to fight
about. We deplore the
OBSERVER’s attempt to add
to that list, no matter how
insignificant their “contribu-
tion™ is. Deena Yellin writes in
her Editor's Note that “the
students of SCW and YC should
be working together, no against
each other. Mutual respect and
consideration should be the
hallmarks of their relation-
ships....the clubs and societies
(can then) accomplish more by

. working with one another™

Yeilin's nobje atterpt at concil-
-iation in her Editor's Note is in
sharp contrast to the inflamma-
tory and instigatory nature of
her front page article.
Qbviously, we prefer the note.
We, -the YCDS Executive
Board, extend our hmd to

_and
ton.cho(htr “Break a Leg!™

e f
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Judaism Linked To Psychology

InSCW Lecture

by Sharona Cumin

On Monday, March 19,
Rabbi Dr. Reuven Bulka lec-
tured at Stern College on the
topic “Do Judaism and Psychol-
ogy Have the Same Agenda?”
Rabbi Bulka shared with the
audience the existence of many
similarities between Judaism
and psychology, and connected
various psychological and Jud-
aic perspectives on several prac-
tical issues.

Rabbi Bulka began his talk
by stating a general difference
between psychology and reli-
gion; psychology deals with the
functioning of a person, and
religion deals with man’s pur-
pose, and gives a sense of
meaning and direction. How-
ever, there are cases, Rabbi
Bulka noted, where the two
overlap. This means then, that
religion, including Judaism, in
many ways can and should work
simultaneously with
psychology.

One principle in Judaism is
the concept that G-d’s presence
does not dwell where there is no
happiness. This can be under-
stood on a psychological level
in that a person should do their
ulmlb{tk to fight depression.
Rabbi Bulka mentioned that we
should try to emphasize what we
have, rather than what we do
not have. It is interesting to note,
he continued, that the National

Institute of Mental Health has
estimated that one-fifth of the
general U.S. population is
depressed.

Another exampie of the rel-
evance of Judaism and psychol-
ogy relates to statistics gathered
by Danietle Yankelevetz, author
of “The Right to be Sad.” In
a national poll, it was found that
most people today emphasize
their need to be alone, although
seventy percent of the people at
the same time admitted that they
had no close friends. Even more
significant is the fact that over
ninety percent of the people said
that there was at least one point
in their lives where they had been
(or still are) lonely. Rabbi Bulka
pointed out that Pirke Avot
{chapter 1, mishna 14) speaks
about these issues and stresses
the balance between being with
one’s self but at the same time,
not becoming totally isolated -
“If 1 am not for myself then who
am [, but if | am only for myself
then what am 17"

One other example that
Rabbi Bulka gave where a
psychological statement is made
in Judaic literature, is the state-
ment in the Gemara that a
person who prays for someone
else, his prayers (what he desires)
are answered first. One possible
explanation of this statement
can be in the psychological
realm. When a person lifts

himself out of his own egocentric
depression to help someone else,
it can be an “answer”™ to his own
“prayers,” by being the first step
towards overcoming his depres-
sion.

Rabbi Bulka is the founder
and editor of The Journal of
Psychology and Judaism, and is
the rabbi of Congregation
Machzikei Ha-Das in Ottawa,
Canada. He has also written and
edited numerous books, and is
an internationally renown
speaker. The lecture was spon-
sored by the psychology club, in
conjunction with the Max Stern
and Belkin Scholars Program,
which is headed by Dr. David
Shatz. This is the first time in
recent years that Rabbi Bulka has
spoken in Stern College.

Liberty' And
Justice For All

by Felica Bench

Rory Lancman, Vice Presi-
dent of New York Democrats,
recently came to speak at Stern
College to inform students what
the Democratic platform is all
about. He explained that Demo-
crats have a i 10

doing well financially, we should
not forget that as a minority we
should get involved in politics
in order to maintain our status,
As we all know, lsrael is
extremely dependant on the
United States. Therefore, it is

human dignity. They believe
that people as individuals, have
certain inalienable rights. Not
only does the Democratic party
have sympathy and tolerance for
the ideas and beliefs of the
different facets of mankind, but
they feel that every individual
has the opportunity to excel
Most importantly, the Demo-

perative that we get ourselves
involved with any party so as
to exert influence on the gov-
ernment not only for our well
being, but for the benefit of our
nation.

Democrats commit them-
selves more to Israel than
Republicans. Now that the
threat of the Soviet Union has
diminished, the cause for

cratic party p
for the underpriviledged. In short
their priorities lie withing help-
ing the homeless, AIDS victims,
education, healthcare and equal
opportunity for women. As
Dukakis said, “Good jobs for
good wages.”

On a personal level, what does
this mean for the Jews? The
values that the Democratic party
holds dear are inh in Jud-

publi to be concerned
with Israel has, in turn, lessened.
Naturally this has to do with
politcal expediencey. However,
Democratic commitment is gen-
uine. More advantageous than
trips to rally in Washington,
would be to become weil
acquainted with a Congress-
man. We can thus be involved
as insiders on a serious and

aism. Qur Jewish heritage is a
history of fighting for religious
tolerance from those who are
more powerful than us. Nowa-
days, with economic prosperity,
Jews tend to forget that we are
a minority. Antisemitism has
just as strong an undercurrent
in the American psyche as
racism.. Even though we are

b ial level. When it comes
down to a crucial issue, it will
be easier to pressure them to
bend to the will of the Jewish
community. As a minority we
need to be in positions of
influence. We, as a people, have
the opportunity to be a part of
the government, to help create
new laws and insure justice for
everyone.

as in the past. Num

O ALL CANDIDATES
FOR GRADUATION

SEPT 89, JAN 90, JUNE 90

Have you returned your
completed graduation kit to
the office of the registrar?

. : 1 is printing only as many tic| a
Since Avery Fisher Hal 126 I;-ed tiokots will be distributed by mail onl

1. If your name is not on their computer listing:

- cap and gown will not be ordgred for you
- no tickets and instructions will be mailed
- your name will not be listed in the commencement program

9 Commencement exercises will be held on Thursday afternoon, May 24 in
Avery Fisher Hall at Lincoln Center

kets as there are seats in the hall, there wﬂ} be no extras
to those on the Registrar’s lists.
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- (bl Prursuits

FREE DELIVERY
To Stern until 8 p.m.
on orders over %15
(Sunday-Thursday)

10% DISCOUNT

with current student 1D
(in restaurant only)

v 4 ﬁ‘lv ®
CHOLOV
YISROEL

: Formerly Edible Pursuits
! 325 Fifth Avenue, Between 32nd & 33rd Streets
New York City 10016
. MONDAY — THURSDAY 11:30 AM. — 930 PM
SUNDAY 200 ~9:30 PM, CLOSED FRIDAY
t Tel 212-686-5330 Fax: 212-684-56%4

SPORTS TRIVIA

by M.P. Levine and Y.X. Aharon
Answers to the quiz should be submitted

as soon as possible to Debby Aharon room

4F. The first Stern College student to

correctly answer the quiz will receive a prize

and will be mentioned in the next issus of

The Observer. .

1. Who hit the tie-breaking homerun for the
Yankees in the 1976 championship game?

2. How many times did Ted Williams hit over 4007

3. What was George Brett's “batty” problem?

4. What is the record for the most “hatricks” in a
season?

5. What does Magic Johnson have in common with
Bill Russell and Billy Thompson?

6. Who hit the “shot heard around the world” in
19817

7. Which jocksy retired as the jockey with the most
wins of all time?

8. Which basket-ball player gathered it all up on
the courts?

9. Which Yankee Manager was demartinized?

10. What's the nickname of Eddy’s Johnson?

g
Karate (lub sponsors self-defense demonstration. On Right: Sara Devora
Comen-SCW Karate Instructor (Brown Belt). On Left: Kimberly Sanborn-
Karate Club Member.

The Observer would like to wish
the faculty and the entire
student body a
Chag Kasher V'Sameach

.
Wiesel

Continued from page 1 col 2.
pletely outside my realm.” Wie-
sel insisted that before posing a
question, the students must tell
him a little about themselves and
suggest a subject for the follow-
ing night's discussion.

After the first question, the ice
was broken. Many interesting
questions were asked on a
variety of contemporary Jewish
issues.  Specifically, questions
about the Holocaust, the current
situation in Germany, and Wie-
sel’s recent trip to the Soviet
Union were raised. Suggestions
for the next seminar included
various topics in Midrash
Aggadah, Nach, Chasidishe
stories, stories of Rav Nachman
(u favorite subject of Wiesel's)
and a comparative study of these
with various literary works, for
example, the Castle. Sure
enough, the following night,
Wiesel managed to incorporate
every topic that had been sug-
gested into his discussion. The
overall feeling among the par-
ticipants was extremely positive.
“The intimacy of the program
was what made them so enjoy-
able,” one Max Stern Scholar
said. “He {Wiesel] wanted to
learn about cach one of us. He
was genuinely interested in what
we wanted to say.” Another
student commented on the uni-
queness of this event. “It was a
golden opportunity to ask any
question | have about anything
to one of the major spokesmen
for contemporary Jewry. And in
addition, | got to have dinner
with 4 world famous novelist.
1t not the type of opportunity
one has very often,” she added.

Just as the Yeshiva University
students were greatly impressed
with Wiesel as a scholar and a
truly sincere person. he was
cqually inspired by them. He
eapressed his admiration 1o Dr.
Jetf Gurock, the YU o tant to
the president and cooru nator ol
the week long program. saving
that he has taught extensively in
universities around the world
and the students at YU are of
oxtremely high calibre and
uniyue in comparison. He was
mpressed with their intellect.
their derech eretz, and their
mtense commutment 10 Yiddish-
heit

Wiesel, Schlanger, and Lamm.
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