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Full House 
At 

Brookdale 
Hall 

by Elizabeth Rotterman 
Overcrowding and lack of 

adequate living space are creating 
many problems for students in 
Brookdale Hall. Two study halls 
and the infirmary in Brookdale 
Hall are, now inaccessible. They 
have been transformed temporarily 
into housing for several SCW 
students. First time on campus 
students were shocked to find out 
that they would be living in rooms 
of five, with bunk beds, for the next 
ten months. 

Overcrowding in the dorm
itories is not a new problem 
confronting sew students. 
Enrollment at Stem College has 
been increasing steadily over the 

.past few years. For many of these 
women, the dormit~ry is their only 
option since they come from out of 

additional apartments at the Plaza. 
They hope to have these 
apartments ready by Succot, which 
will allow more upperclassmen to 
move, thereby enabling their 
present rooms to be given to 
students in temporary housing. 

Rooms I SC and l l C have been 
designated as temporary housing. 
Six students are living in each 
room, equipped with three 
bunkbeds and six desks, two of 
which are in the kitchen. One 
student claimed, ·"This isn't 

~ ca£I.lp!" Others expi:essed interest 
in the new off-campus housing 
project. The students live out of 
their suitcases because there are not 
enough closets in_ the.rooms. They 
have no phone and refuse to pay to 
have jacks installed, since they 
expect to be moving shortly. 

The converled J8C study hall: a temporary dorm room. 

the New York area. There are 
currently 561 students living in 
Brookdale Hall, and seventeen 
women living off-campus. 

Dean Nulman, the Dean of 
Students, claims that finding 
additional housing space is a top 
priority. Nulman concedes that the 
dormitory is currently filled to 
capacity at a number which, for the 
time being, is "minimally 
manageable," but to increase this 
number would be impossible. 
Because of this problem, Stern 
decided to lease apartments in the 
Lexington A venue Plaza complex 
located at 3 t St. These luxurv 
apartments are one and tW~) 

bedrooms, complete with two 
baths. Five to seven women live 
in each apartment. The apartment!-. 
are within walking distance from 
Stem College. The college has 
agreed to subsidize the rental fee 
for these apartments "so that the 
amount charged to residents will be 
identical to that charged to students 
in Brookdale Hall." 

Both Nulman and Zelda Braun. 
Director of Student Services, are 
working closely to obtain 

Some freshmen feel that they 
were singled out because they 
registered late and did not go to 
Israel. Rachel Kirschenbaum 
states, "It still isn't fair. I paid just 
as much for a dorm room as 
anyone else did.•• Other drawbacks 
to the temporary housing are that 
the students do not feel they have 
a floor and fellow donnmates to 
relate to, and' they are finding it 
difficult to get work done late at 
night. '·It isn't really a room." said 
Miryam Goldman SCW '94, "there 
is. simply no breathing space." 

Students and parents have been 
asking why sew did not foresee 
the housing shortage before the 
semester started. Nulman and 
Braun both responded by saying 
that in July there had been no 
problems as far as donnitory space 
was concerned. Only in mid
August, when a sudden increase of 
-5;tudents made them realize that 
additional housing was necessary, 
did they agree to off-campus 
housing. Nulman and Braun 
expressed their mutual commit
ments to solving the problem. 

Continued on p.5 col 5 
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Record Enrollment 
AtSCW . 

by Shosllana Levine 
Student enrollment in Stem 

College has reached a record high 
for the present academic year. 
Approximately six hundred and 
sixty women are presently enrolled 
in classes as either part time 6r full 
time students, a significant increase 
from th.e six hundred and twenty 
that registered in the fall of 1989. 
The numb~r of students in the 
college has been steadily 
increa1c1ing over the past several 
years, thus necessitating yearly an 
enhanced curriculum. along with 
the creation of additional classes 
and faculty in order to accomodate 
the expanded student body. For the 
first time in its history, Stern 
College for Women, encompassing 
both the school building and the 
dormitory, is filled wen beyond 
capacity. 

"The reason for the greater 
number of students existing in the 
school," explained Dean Karen 
Bacon, dean of SCW, "is partly 
due to our acceptance of many new 
students." 

"However," she emphasized, 
··rhe record high this year is the 
number of students altogether 
enrolled in the school, and not only 
the number of students accepted 

· into this year's expanded freshman 
class. The retention rate of the 
upperdass students is substantially 
higher than it has been in previous 
years. and the attrition rate, in tum, 
is much lower. Students are 
remaining in the school longer than 
ever before for a whole variety of 

reasons.·· 
Debby Aharon. an sew senior, 

chose to stay in Stem for an extra 
semester instead of graduating this 
past June. "I had the one hundred 
twenty eight credits and all the 
requirements nee.ded to graduate," 
she explained, "but I was so busy 
taking ail of my requirements, !hat 
I never had the opportunity to take 
classes of interest to me that are 
outside of my major. This extra 
semester is enabling me to do just 
that." 

Michael Kranzler, the senior 
associate director of undergrad~ate 
admissions at Yeshiva University, 
feels that there is a general 
increased level of enthusiasm, on 
the parts of both parents and 
students, toward Yeshiva 
Univei.-sity. and specifically toward 
that which Stem lias to offer. This 
greater cnthusia,;m, he feels, stems 
from a greater recognition of Stem 
Col1ege's facilities, curriculum. 
and increasingly commendable 
reputation that goes beyond the 
confines of the Yeshiva world. 
"One main reason that more and 
more parents are becoming 
interested in their daughters 
attending Stem College," Kranzler 
explained, "is that many more 
parents are becoming interested in 
their daughters' Jewisn eaucal:ion. 
Women's learning is much more 
acceptable than it was in the past. 
There is less preoccupation with 
marriage and more of a focus on 
education." 

Michale Liberman, the assistant 

registrar at Stem. believes llial lhe 
record enrollment is ckarly in part 
a demograpltic issue. "Tillii Is die 
baby boomer genera\iGn, ~ site 
theorized. "There is a larger pool 
of college age stoc!!mts cin:ulating 
now than there bas been in recent 
years. A subsla!ltial portion of our 
student body is comprised of oldest 
children from families throughout 
the Jewish community with 
younger siblings who have just 
begun entering the realm of higher 
education. Both the numbers 
factor, along with the clemQgraphic 
issue concerning the,·geperal 
orientation ?fthe JeY{ish people in 
today's society, are factors that 
affect the enrollment of students in 
the University. 

1n addition," Liberman sug
gested, "presently more students 
than ever study in Israel for at least 
one year before entering college. 
The majority of these students 
choose to study post-Israel at 
Yeshiva University." 

Putting aside the possible 
factors attributed to rhe progressive 
increase in student enrollment at 
Stern College, the practical 
question at present is what will be 
done to acoommodate this record 
high student body. "Already new 
sections have been added to the 
c'tiffiCl.llUril,=···-stateifDeail-Bacon. 
"The low student/faculty ratio and 
individual attention shown towards 
the students with which Stem has 
always prided itself is not being 

Continued on p.4 col3 

Intense ESL Course 
Implemented 

by Elisheva Rerezin 
Stem College is now offering an 

intensive English as a Second 
Language (ESL) course to 
accomodate the growing number 
of foreign SCW students. The 
class is mandatory for students 
who have not attended high school 
in the United States and therefore 
do not have the necessary English 
skills to enter other classes. This 
year's incoming class includes 
twenty foreign students. At the 
present time there are ten students 
registered for ESL. 

Although an ESL course has 
been offered in the past, Dean 
Bacon commented that, "it was 
overall a frustrating experience" 
for foreign students. Designed for 
foreign students who already have 
a working knowledge of English, 
the three hour class- focused 
primarily on teaching grammar, 
usage and proper writing 
techniques. Students who required 
large amounis of help in acquiring 
English skills were forced to 
register for an ESL class at a 
different college or to attend 
classes at a language institute. 
Both choices presented an 
additional financiaJ strain to the 
students in need. explained Dean 

Orlian. 
The new ESL course differs in 

both class hours and focus. It is 
allotted nine hours a week and is 
divided into two parts. One part, 
listening and speaking, is taught by 
Miss Man:elio Wray, who holds an 
M.A. in Education from Hunter 
College. Mr. Paul Ducett, also 
holding an M.A. from Hunter 
College, teaches reading and 
writing, the second part of the 
course. 

Mr. Ducett is also an MA/Phd 

candidate in comparative literature 
at the CUNY Graduate Center. He 
speaks Russian, Chinese, French 
and Spanish and has also done 
work in the field of linguistics. 
Ducett' s main goal is, ··to acquaint 
the students with the American 
tradition such as how to set up 
papers and how to ask questions.,. 
The cultural differences and 
backgrounds affect classroom 
behavior and the students' 
perspectives on learning. 
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Smooth Move 
On behalf of the OBSERVER Slaff, we would like to acknowledge 

Sam Mandelbaum IOd theallite security, maintenance and housekeeping 
. swrs for making drit year's "moVe-in day" much easier than in the past. 

The Slaff wotlted for dllee days from moming until night, filling up big 
cardboard boxes and helping sludenls move into their rooms. Luggage 
was ticketed and delivered to the shldenls' doors. Boxes that were in 
storage over the summer were in'the studenls' rooms before they anived. 
Thanks 10 the Resident Assistanls' "directing of traffic," long lines and 
crowded areas were avoided. All in all, move-in day went very smoothly 
and was much more organized this year. We thank the entire staff who 
helped make this possible. 

Too Close 
For Comfort 

We have reached a point where SCW is nally bursting at the seams. 
Although for many years there have been laints about overcrowding 
and lack of facilities, we have reached a sstu · on point. The situation 
is ttuly unbesrable. The study halls and infirmary inaccessible because 

there is no extra space in the dormitmy. Off cam s housing is a last 
minute solution to a vast problem that has been pu dcr the carpel 
for a very long time. The fact is that SCW has outgrown her physical 
facilities. There are no adequate athletic facilities, the computer room is 
overcrowded even though it is only the second week of school and there 
are periods during the day when there is not one free classroom in the 

entire school building. While the record admission of slll~ts is a 
posJ!ive sign, the administration has to take immediate steps in coping 
with t!ils new influx. Accomodations are not a luxury, they are a necessity. 
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Empty 
Pockets at 
POCKETS 
Dear Editor, 

I recently anended a Welcome
Back-To-School Bash at Pockets 
sponsored. by the Senior Class. 
Since some of my good friends are 
seniors I stayed with them near the 
door while 'they were collecting 
tickets and money. I was really 
surprised to see students, male and 
female, casually walk by the table 
where they were supposed 10 pay. 
I thought. at first. that they might 
have paid previously since I knew 
some people had done so. Later on. 

· however, I found out that those 
students snuck in with groups who 
had paid. My friends. of course. 
were very upset, not because they 
were losing money but because 
they expected more of college 
students. At this time of the year, 
maybe I should give them the 
benefit of the doubt and say that 
those students really did pay or 
maybe thcywere not from YU but 
that still is inexcusable. 
lJn/ortunately. I know that some of 

', those students were from sew and 
YC and I am fairly certain that 
indeed they did not pay. Aside 
from halakhic problems. I think. in 
the future . ..,tudents should have 
more respect for what goes into 
planning an event and. fur the 
student leaders themi.clvcs. Such 
conduct should not be M!en al an 

jnstitution like ou~. Please have· a 
fittle respect next time. 

Anonyfflous 

The Crime 
of 

Staying 
in 

New York 
Dear Editor, 

While student enrollment in 
both Yeshiva University 
undergraduate programs reached a 
record high this September, 
enrollment in some of the one year 
programs in Israel decreased 
somewhat. Many parenls, fearful 
of the growing Gulf Crisis and the 
maniacal actions of Sadam 
Hussein. retracted their sons' and 
daughters' applications 10 these 
institutions and registered them in 
YC and Stem. Instead of boarding 
El Al planes these s111den1s boarded 
"A" trains and 34th Street took the 
place of Rehov Melech George. 
The reasoning behind these actions 
is rather illogical. The fact that 
parents view New York City a 
safer place than Jerusalem is mind 
boggling. Granted mid-town 
Manhattan 'is not being threatened 
with chemical warfare, but the 
killing of Brian Watkins, the 22 
year old from Utah who tried to 
save his mother from muggers, is 
not something to bring peace of 
mind. It is unfortunate that 
students have to miss out on their 
year in Israel, especially when the 
alte{tlative is New York City. 

Atara Pasternack 
SCW'91 

. Dining Services 
JoelJablonski and Midtown Qunpuses 

MONTHLY SPECIAIS 

September Oriental Night, Sept. 11 

All you can eat Oriental Night, Dining Oub Members only: $5.95 
_12 oz. Beverage 25¢ with 2 slices pizza. 

October Spanish Night, Oct. 23 
Buy a Soup and Sandwich for $3.99 (lunch only) 

November Thanksgiving Night, Nov. 20 
12 oz Beverage 25¢ with Falafel Plate 

December Italian Night, Dec. 5 
Large Fries 50¢ with any Deli Sandwich 

January Perestroika Night, Jan. 29 
Double Beef Burger $3.49 w/Fries 

February Persian Night, Feb. 26 
Every meal, soup onlyU.00 a bowl 

March Mardi Gras, March 13 
Bounty of the Sea, Filet of Fish on a soft roll $2.69 

April Mid-Eastern Night, Apr. 24 
Filet of Chicken Sandwich only $3.25 

May 
Finally, Finals, Finis 

Entire Month, Slice of Watermelon Free with any 
Entree or Sandwich 

FOR DINING CLUB MEMBERS THE SPECIALS~ AVAILABLE 
MONDAY-TIIURSDAY DlJRJNG THE MONTH. 

Non-Members can obtain the specials on TUESDAYS. 
Theme Dinners arc as listed and awilable to all customers. 



by Ndama Goldman Reish Lakish, instead of 
In Mishnah Rosh Hashanah I :2, translating the phrase literally, 

it is written, On Rosh Hashana, all' takes it to mean "like the ascent to 
mankind pass before Him like - Be.it Maron." The ascent to Beit 
benei maron, as it is said, .. He Who Maron was a famoWi landmark in 
formed (them), (sees) their hearts Talmudic times. Only one man 
together and understands all their could walk the narrow winding 
actions." path. This opinion is in cone-

Rabbi Beryl Gershenfeld urrence with another mishnah in 
q1:1estions the use of the phrase Sanhedrin, .. Therefore, man was 
"benei moron" in his essay created siilgly .... to proclaim the 
"Judgment on Rosh HaShanah: greatness of the Holy One Blessed 
Analysis of Content and Process in be He ... every single person is 
a Talmudic Aggagdah", published obligated to say, 'for me the world 
in the Journal Jewish Thought, was created'." Reish Lakish 
(Elul 5750, Volume I, no.I). Why believes that this idea, of man's 
not simply say man·passes before individuality within his unifonnity, 
God in judgement? Why employ a is a more sophisticated version of 
phrase that the sages of the Talmud man's role in creation. 
must struggle to understand? Merely studying Torah and 
Rabbi Gershenfeld cites the heeding mitzvol is not enough. 
Tal~ud' s three approaches to There must be introspection in 
benei maron in Rosh HaShanah regard to action. A person must 
18a. incorporate his/her individuality 

The Tannah Kammah translates into living their daily life as God 
it .. like a flock of sheep." As sheep has ordained. A person grows 
faithfully follow their shepherd, so closer to his beliefs by grappling 
too man was created - to follow the with God's wisdom and striving to 
Torah and keep the mitzvot. There find his own potential in Torah. 
is no individuality in this The tnost ambiguous and 
achievement-mankind must stand difficult approach is the third, 
en masse in fulfillment of the taken by Shmuel and 'cited,by 
overall strucrnre of Torah. To Rabbi Yehudah, .. like the troops of 
prepare for Rosh Hash~nah, a thehouseofDavid"reiatingmaron 
person must seek to be Illore to marut, meaning sovereignty and 
careful in observing mitzvot and lordship, (Rashi). The "troops of 
clinging to God. All human beings the house of David" are analogous 
--arelhe--s-an)e in accepting cite basic to crnHmunal effort. Community 
tenets of Judaism. does not rule out individual 

Ancient Roots 
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Hussein's Strategy 
by Shoshana Levine 

"Bonier Opened, Kuwaitis Aee 
Their Country," screamed out the 
front page headline of Monday, 
September 17th's New York 
Times. The doors of Kuwait that 
had been suddenly slammed shut 
just six short weeks ago have now 
been reopened, allowing thOU$8Dds 
of refugees to escape to 
surrounding countries. As a result 
of this mass exodus, attacks on 
King Hussein have somewhat 
diminished, and President Bush's 
sole warning to the Iraqi leader 
now, is to withdraw from Kuwait 
and restore the previous Kuwaiti 
government. 

What the average reader of the 
'Tunes" fails to realize, is that this 
mass exodus is exactly what 
Hussein desires and fits perfectly 
into bis diabolical scheme. 
Throughout history whenever one 
country invades another, a 
nationalistic uprising is usually 
imminent, and becomes the 
invaders' greatest threat. The 
intifada, an uprising by an 
indigenous population that resents· 
their rulers governing them on their_ 
own land, is a quintessential 
national uprising. The only way to 
avoid this major threat, as also 
proven from history, is 19 scatter 
the conquered nation, thus 
disabling them from revolting 
against their oppressors. 

Hussein's strategy is sttikingly 
clear. By exchanging the entire 
Kuwait population for Iraqis, 
Hussein can obey the American 
warning with ease. He can 
withdraw from Kuwait and still 
effectively be in control since the 
new Iraqi citizens are all loyal to 
him, Bymovingtheoldpopulation 
out, Hussein has essentially 
destroyed Kuwaiti national 
identity, and in doing so has 
destroyed the threat of a Kuwaiti 
uprising. 

"The Iraqis appeared to be 
actively encouraging the 
depaEIUres," stated the New Y Gd< 
Times. Why shouldn't they? After 
all the situation is working out 
exactly as their politically 
ingenious king had intended. 
Saddam Hussein is clearly not 
simply acting on whim nor is he 
making haphazard decisions. 
Perhaps he has been reading up on 
rabbinic literature, where an early 
basis for this political strategy can 
be found. "Bah Sancherev u-bilbel 
et ha-olaln" - Sancherev came and 
scattered the nations. If so, we 
must ~main wary and keep an 
even closer eye on Hussein-our 
modem day Sancherev. 
Editor's note: The writer would 
like to acknowledge Rabbi Saul 

-Berman for his ideas which 
contributed to this article. 
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distinction. DaVid's army was 
composed of various experts like 
calvary, infantry and archery who 
each functioned in their proper 
roles. It was the individuals 
merging into the community that 
allowed for the greatness in 
David's army. Perhaps this is the 
most difficult of all the approaches 
because man has to first develop 
his potential as an individual 
before going on to fruitfully 
contribute to the community. 

Rabbi Gershenfeld concludes 
that the three facets of man are 
hinted to by '"benei maron." To 
stand judgement we must clarify 
our role in choosing Torah as the 
life we want to lead. First comes 
our common obligations as human 
beings and Jews. Then our own 
characteristics and aptitudes must 
be considered. Finally, we must 
appreciate that the uniqueness of 
every individual. once fully 
actualized, can be truly significant, 
only when integrated into the 
community. It is with these_ 
recognitions that we ready 
ourselves for Rosh HaShanah. 

With this approach in mind, I 
would like to address the student 
body, particularly the freshman 
and sophomore classes. For them 
Olis is the beginning of a new phase 
in life. The next three or four years 
will bring endless possibilities of 
growth in knowledge and maturity. 
College is a secure microcosm of 

a much bigger world, It is a place 
to explore ideas and relationships 
without feeling the intense pressure 
of daily survival. My advjce is to 
take these years and make the most 
of them. Don't wait for the end to 
realize that there were a lot of 
causes to get involved in and a lot 
of courses to take. Too many 
students feel the need to escape 
from college. They cram in as 
many easy courses as possible so 
as to get on with life. Full speed 
ahead for medical school or 
marriage or their career. 

Many Stem students complain 
about the apathy in the school 
because there are only a core group 
of students willing to take initiative 
as student leaders. For the last two 
years. many of the same students 
have served as student officers for 
their clas~es. This year there are 
many Seniors running student 
council, the newspaper and many 
clubs and not enough under
classmen are involved. When this 
year's class graduates, there are 
will be a lot of positions left ope1>. 

Rabbi Gershenfeld cited three 
facets· of man that allow him to 
reach his fullest potenti8.l when 
standing in judgement. I would like 
to use them in reference to student 
life in college. First. we must 
recognize that as sew students we 
have an obligation to perform 
mitzvot and learn Torah. The basis 
of sew is to pr-0vide an 

environmeiil -,~Olldlld;~ IO die 
study ofTot!lh, -nie.....-...or 
the Unlv~ty is t!I ability to 
incorporate ev'e,ything else into 
thisenv~ 

Second, we have to.~ 
and introspect as lndividuala. 1bia 
is the only way to gmw. J'q-be an 
individual, you have to &ieak die 
mold of conformity that often 
shapes us througllaut our teenage 
years. Now is the time to explore 
new roads and channels, to allow 
for a greaterm:adlh of knowledge. 

The final s.tep is using 
individuality to complement ~ 
community. Blending our ~lls 
with others is the only way to 
facilitate growth and diversity on 
a larger scale. The richer the 
community. the more fertile a 
breeding ground it is for 
individuals to continue to find 
fulfillmenL 

A new era is dawning for 
women in Judaism. Stem College 
students today have an opportunity 
to learn more aJtd gain greater 
knowledge in Torah and halakhah. 
Take these years and use them. 
Don't run away from college. Use 
it as a medium for personal and 
communal growth. Express 
opinions, join clubs and take an 
active part in what is going on 
around the world. Have a healthy 
and happy new year. 

SYSYMS 
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 

EVENTS 
"Mock Interviews" with John Barch of Deloitte & Touche 

Tuesday, september 25, 1990 
8:00 PM Room 41 I Belter Hall 

7:00 PM van-Stem oorm 

"career Fair" Meet with representatives of Accounting, Business, 
and computer flnns. 

Wednesday,October 17, 1990 
8:00 PM WeiSsberg commons, Belfer Hall 

7:00 PM van-stem oonn 

"careers In Marketing'' 

Tuesday,October30, 1990 
8:15PM Room418Stem 

7:45 PM van Lot A 

FOR PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. PLEASE SEE ADRIENNE WOLFF-ROOM 723 
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Ducett is attempting to combine 
12 years of American education 
into his class curriculum. The 
biggest challeng,e according to 
Ducett is, "figuring out what each 
student needs, Language is very 
complicated; everyone leams it at 
a different pace." However, Ducett 
also expressed admiration for his 
students, describing them .. bright 
and hard working. 

Originally, students registered 
for intensive ESL were~ from 
attending any classes, olbcr than 
Judaic Studies courses. However, 
after requests from some of the 

students and further eyaluatioo of 
their language skills, a few weie 
permitted into· some of the hard 
core math and science classes. 

Doris Natishliashem, a 
freshman from Iran, arrived in 
America four years ago. She 
studied &gti8h for lWO yc!llrl _in 
Iran.Althoqil ~is pinioama)' 
mils ftom-~Wdoea DOI 
m,joythelCJl!ihoutHllllaill. She 
is bopilla to receive penD¥lloo to 
enter a biolOff. claff; Ramina 
Lalebzale. aaodler freabmall from 
Iran, studied Baglish for four ,ears 
in high school and in a private 

, 
·; 
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earn To Write 

CaJclty posttrs attracttd students to tlte- Israel Affairs Commitee at the sew 
Club Fair 

by ShOlhana Levine 
You have just returned 10 New 

York after having spenl a year 
studying in a yeshiva in Israel. As 
the class is about to end, you tune 
in for a moment, only to hear the 
professor mention the 
requirements for the next ciass. 
Attempting to concentrate fully on 
the intricacies of the assignment, 
you can barely make out lhe word 
"paper" and already alarm bells are 
ringing in your head. Not knowing 
how 10 even begin cackling this 
dreaded assignment, you tum to 
lhe one facet of lhe university thal 
is capable of coming to your 
rescue- the Writing Center. 

The Writing Center, directed by 
Dr. Richard Nochimson, an 
English professor at Yeshiva 
University, is a service specially 
designed 10 aid students interested 
in improving their writing skills. 
The Center's tutors, the majority of 
whom are students in the 
university, are available 10 help in 
a variety of ways, from facilitating 
students' basic understanding of 

by Joanne Kipusl her plans for this year include the fundamentals of the English 
Catchy slogans. colorful posters creating more active clubs. "In the language to polishing the style of 

Student Interests 
Represented At Fair 

~fd sign-up sheets greeted past being involved in a club meant experienced writers. · 
/4~oming and returning studenls as hearing speakers and seeing "1be Writing Center is a service 

Ibey entered Koch Auditorium for movies. While chat's important, that exists apart from lhe structure 
SCW's annual Club Fair on clubs need diversity and more of coursesi" explained Dr. 
Monday night. September 10. benefits for the members," said Nochimson. "We respond 10 a 

One hundred fifly students, H0rowitz. "We'd like to see lhe student's writing evaluatively and 
mostly freshmen, Spoke to clubs arrange trips and work on constructively, and help him or her 
representatives rrom the thirty projects with their academic to focus on their individual 
panicipating clubs and learned the advisors. In this way, students will strengths and needs." 

- ----~be~n~·e~fi~ls~· o;f~b~e~c~o~m~in~g~m~e~m~b~er~s;-. ~g~aµin~e~x:!'p,:;eri:_ii~en~c:!e~o~u:!:ls~i_<!.de~l~h~e-~The Center, located in room 
"Joining a club will give me the classroom." IOI~ 
chance 10 meet new people and be The most well-attended tables building, operates through private 
involved in the school outside of · were hosted by the Dramatics appointments. Tutoring is 
lhe classroom. 1 hope to participate Society. Israel Affairs Committee, available any time that the college 
in as many clubs as I can," said Torah Activities Council (TAC), building is open. To ensure 
Rebecca Ehrenprcis, SCW '94. the Joint Business Sociely and the optimal convenience for both the 

Threenewdubs.theSocietyof Psychology club. The students seeking help and for lhe 
Women's Literature, the Y. U. representatives from the Dramatics tutors, and to achieve the greatest 
Model U .N .• and Student · Sociely dressed in costume 10 results, students are encouraged to 
Association for Global Awareness, attract potential thespians. The arrange weekly appointments so 
actively recrnited members. Israel Affairs Committee thaltheycanbehelpedonaregular 
Society of Women's Literature distributed aliyah posters, and basis. 
president, Laura Gordimer, TAC announced new programs SCW sophomore. Jodi 
explained that her club is for the such a~ Adopt-a·Bubby and a can Goldman, sought out the Writing 
appreciation of women and their drive. ··1cs a warm atmosphere," Center to help her successfully get 
writing. ··1 hope jt will encourage said Balsheva Seif, SCW '90. "I'm through the required English 
students to channel their own a senior and I never attended the composition class. "I entered Stem 
Creativity toward..., writing poetry,'' club fair before. This enabled me after graduating from an Israeli 
she ...,aid. Y.U. Model U.N. to join many things. It will be a high school without ever having 
pl"Csident. Adrienne Goldfeder great year." received a formal English 
explained lhat her dub's purpose Horowitz said. "'The clubs must education," she said. "I needed 
j..., to give Y cshiva high school be committed to membership and someone to look over my papers to 
students the opponunity to attend the club leaders need to stay on top make sure that I was headed in the 
a model lJ.N. led by Y.U. students of that. We want to hear about the right direction. and while doing so, 
at which they would represent events and about whether or not help me organize my thoughts 
counlrics and discu...,s related !»tudents continue to show interest even more clearly. Most 
is!»ues. "II also gives the college in the different clubs." She cont- importantly. I needed the 
studcms the chance to interact with inued. ··when you want to change 
high ...,chool !»tudcnts outside of the something it doesn't happen in the 
seminar arena:· ,he said. first year. h takes time, but the 

Lisa Horowiu. scw·s Student clubs will be more active and 
Council presidcnl. commented that student participation is essential." 

~r o long carur with Y nlli.._ .uni,ns;,,, Dorolh1 SUllons, luu ,:lu,un to 
rdir.t. s~ •1• "L'hllraot" to sew. , 

Record Admissions 
Continuedfrom p.l col 5 
sacrificed by the increasing 
number of students.,. While the 
larg~ _lecture classes are expanding, 
add1t1onal seminars, labs, English 
comp. speech, and general survey 
classes are being established to 
ensure that they remain small and 
individualized. New classes have 
been create? and more visiting 
professors are present in both the 
general studies and the Judaic 
studies programs. 

Enrollment statistics confirm 
that the increase of students 
entering Stern College is not 
simply a temporary phenomenon. 
··1 have no doubt that this 
increasing trend will continue. Our 
major focus now is to find a way 
to match our physical growth with 

reassurance that I was capable of in assuming that the tutors will 
writing a good paper." rewrite !heir papers unlil they are 

Maximum student partit:ipa1ion perfect," said Chani Hook. "We 
is crucial in achieving the must stress to them not only our 
program's goals. This past year. inability to do so, but also the 
the Center, assisted ovr.;r one importance of their restructuring it 
hundred and forty student:-, from themselves in order for them to 
the· entire university. Dr. gain the desired writing tools:· 
Nochimson expects that 1hi:-. ··Tutors can help students discover 
numberwillincreasemainlydul.}~ their own goals and create a 
the "excellent results and po:-.1tive strategy for attaining them," 
feedback that were received last !.!xplaineQ Dr. Nochimson. "We 
semester." Furthennore, tll1., year, enable students to edit their own 
for the first time, SCW's dr.;ans are writing, without editing it, for them 
requiring certain students to use the and by doing so assist them in their 
Writing Center, and to establish development as writers." 
regular tutorial sessions. The So the next time you are faced 
purpose of this additional with the dreaded "paper" 
requirement is to enable any assignment, whether you are an 
student, who needs extra help, to entering freshman or an 
receive more personalized experienced college student. 
attention instead of simply joining whether you have minimal writing 
the writing workshop class. Chani skills or not, the Writing Center is 
Hook, a veteran tutor, is currenlly available to guide you and to help 
working wilh several students, one you master the techniques 
of whom is a newcomer to this necessary for writing a successful 
country. "We must start from the paper. "Take advantage of what we 
basic note taking and studying have to offer," Dr. Nochimson 
skills," Hook said. urged. "The only cost involved is 

The Center's tutors are careful the time and effort you spend. 
lo explain their intentions along Clear writing is crucial for 
with the limitations of their succeeding in life, and we want 
assistance. "Many students come YOU to succeed." 

our increased enrollment,:• Dean 
Bacon stated. "Enhancing the 
programs, classes, and faculty is no 
problem as long as we have the 
facilities to do so. We are a 
universit~ committed to accepting 
any quahfied student who wishes 
to attend, and we intend to continue 
doing so, but we need space to 
allow for our growth." 

Dr. Norman Lamm, president of 
the university, acknowledges that 
the search for additional facilities 
for Stem College is presently a top 
pnonty for the university. "The 
tremendous increase in students 
and faculty is a great tribute to lhe 
school," he stated, "especially wilh 
~e strong competition that exists 
m today's academic world. The 

lack of space is a new issue that 
must be dealt wilh, and lhe fact !hat 
Stem is localed in an area wilh little 
access and limited room for 
ex parts ion presents difficulty, but 
this challenge will be overcome. 
We are pre~ently making every 
effort to accommodate the large 
number of students." Dr. Lamm 
believes that the substantial 
increase in the student body has 
successfully managed to change 
lhe overall image of the school. 
"We have a good thing that just 
continues getting better," he said. 
"I take Stern with great 
seriousness .. When I see lhe quality 
of students that the college is 
producing, I can feel only a great 
surge of paternal pride." 



Back to School Bash 
on Cue 

by Mllldy Spear 
1be oeoior classes of Yeshiva 

Co~ge and Stem College 
_ s()OtllORd a "Back to School 

Blish" oti Tbllnlday. September 
seventh; at the Pocltets Billiard 
Clult. The four-aod-a-balf hour 
event began al eight p.m. and was 
atlellded by about 275 students. 

While ju1tebox music played in 
the blckgrouod and refreshments 
were consomed, ping-pong fans 

heml ID have COIIIIIICtll"' "I'm 
IO glad I went - I got ID see a lot 
of my frieoda who were not with 
me in Israel., as well as meet new 
people outside the context of 
school." 

c-..,,_,.:,,.,u -
"1blop will not - die _ .. 

they Yid 
Resideal s.m-. Dtlllanll 

Kenny. has a11o·1-1 --- -the housing ....... Not GIily la 

Sophomore Class Sends 
Students Sailing 

· watched or competed in the two 
tables' ping-pong matches. 
However, the biggest attnu:tion for 
many students seemed lo be pool, 
as tables bad lo be reserved, and 
waits in line lasted up to sn hour 
and a half. One sophomore who 
had been in Israel for the year was 

New students were appan,otly 
not the only ones who beoefitted 
fromthe"BackToScboolBssh". 
The majority of students there 
were upperclassmen who had 
aneoded the event last year, when 
the pool precedent was paved. 
According to SCW senior 
Rochelle Newman, "The 
popularity of the event last year 
caused a many people lo ~ 
back again." She added, 
"Everyone I spoke lo bad a great 
time." 

she dealing withlhelllUII ........ 
for room chaogea, but she al10 
must deal with the added 
complaintaof ..... ..,_..i 
with the ovetmlWdtld domdlaly. 
SheaYJllllllhbeswilhthellllleab 
in temporary housing. Keally 
herself went through a tnualic 
experience as a freshman where 
she not only had lo cbange 100811, 
but buildings as well. She 
under-.dslhellltdeats' mgieliea, 
and their "in limbo~ feeliags. but 
she - patience and lime. 

by Deborah Ahania 
A cruise around Manhattan 

Island featuring live musical 
entertainment by Mo Sbapiro' s 
Band and the Maohaltao skyline, 
attracted over 250 people in the 
second 'Welcome Back' event of 
the year, sponsored by the 
Sophomore class. 

The event which was held on 
September 13, at 8:00 p.m., cost 
$13 in advance; a greatly reduced 
fare due lo the cooperation of both 
the YC and sew student councils. 
Sophomore class presidents, 
Elisheva Berezin of SCW and 
Danny Faizakoff of YC, expected 
to attraet about 350 people but the 
response was significaoUy lower. 
Although both student councils 
were concerned with covering the 
outstanding balance of $4000, the 
presidents were confident that the 
event would be a success. "It was 
a little risky because of the amount 
of money involved," admitted Lisa 
Horowitz, SCW president, "but 
both student couocil boards agreed 
that such an event was 
worthwhile .... 

Although officially the event 
was authoriz.ed by the SCWSC and 
YCSC boards, if it had lost a 
significant amount of money, the 
Sophomore class representatives 
would have had to, according lo 
Horowitz, claim responsibility and 
possibly suffer the oonsequences of 
repaying both student C<VJllCils for 
the outstanding balance. 

Still, Steven Felsenthal, YCSC 
president, insisted that student 
council is, "here to run events that 
people will be happy with.'' He 
furthered bis -.mient by saying, 
"If 200 people showed up and they 
were happy then it [the loss] would 
be worthwhile." 

Elisheva Berezin maintained 
that despite the expense, "most 
costs were covered by students , 
who attended the evenL" She felt 
that, "if the people who attended 
the event left satisfied with their
evening, then the student 
representatives had done their 
jobs.'' 

The entertainment featured Mo 
Shapiro as guitarist and lead 
vocalist, Marc Wildes on drums 
and Moshe Wexler on keyboard. 
They played for the duration of the 
event which lasted al111ost three 
hours. 

Members of the SCW student 
council participated in the evenings 
activities. specifically, Lisa 
Horowitz, Lisa Lasher, vicew 
president of SCWSC, Genene 
Hartstein, secretary of SCWSC and 
Miki Jona. presideotofSSSB. The 
large attendance of student leaders 
led Horowitz to believe that this 
event would, "set a precedent for 
other such events and activities." 
Horowitz added, "If something is 
sponsored by a [specific] class, it's 
not the only class that may attend 
the event." 

A Great American Welcome 
by Sarita R__.,.us 

Two hundml Stem College 
students came to the Great 
American Health Bar at 2 Park 
Avenue on n-lay, Seplenlber 11 
for the reswimnt's fifth welcome 
back party. The evening's 
entertainment was comprised of 
raffles, caricatures, and free food. 
Prizes were awarded lo students 
dressed in the • 50' s theme, and 
20% discount coupons were 
distributed al the door. 

Decorated with colorful 
ballooos, the restaurant assumed a 
different appearance than usual. 
''Somebody has a great sense of 
humor!" laughed Ossnatb Klein, 
a Stern College sophomore, over 
the occasion. Her painted-on 
freckles, long orange skirt, and 
ponytail qualified her for one of the · 
prizes. Raffle winner, Andrea 
Feld, received two Off-Broadway 
tickets lo "Forever Plaid." "I lhink 
the idea of a welcome back party 

is original and really dernonsttates 
the appreciation the owner has for 
us," she stated. Both students 
claim they plan lo return lo the 
restaurant during the year. 

Since becoming kosher five 
years ago, the Great American 
Health Bar has been a popular and 
convenient place lo eat for Stern 
College students, according to 
owner, Ed Kamenitzer. "The 
students are great customers and 
are very loyal," he commented. 
The welcome back part)', he said, 
is ~ good way lo stsn off the year 
and increase business. Because of 
the restaurant's success, 
Kamenitzer plans lo open two new 
Great American Health Bars after 
the. holidays located al 10 East 44 
Street and 1412 Broadway. He 
revealed that the restaurants will 
spon a new image but will still 
serve "good, healthy food." 

Sur;;Collq,'s ~ S~ ""*4 _fer;,..;.~ "1 ~. 
du p/11] tltey are JJ1llliag OIi iii ..,,,, D,tt11f/Jer, Cll/llJacb - s.,._ 2411, 
Ojld-beg/n Octoberltltl,, 

Braun and Nulmao ask for 
patience and undlntandbl& from 
die women in tiimponily boulling 
and hope to have the studY balls 
and iofinoary baclt in the hands of 
students by Succot. 

- The immediate future for 
additional housing for Stem is 
uncertain. A recent article in 
Yeshiva University's Alumni 
Review/Inside quoted Mr. David 
Yagoda, Director Chairman of the 
Board as saying that Stem's main 
need "is the acquisition of 
addiliooal residence hall facilities." 
He also included the need to 
nmnbisbclnsrooms and .tdlDthe 
f1culty. His goal is lo raise $45.5 
million for these projects. Mr. 
Yagoda has demonstrated his 
commi1111e11t to sew in the past 
with his help in expanding the 
libnlry. 

EDEN TERRACE 
10% 

Discount 
For All. 

Stern and YU 
Students 
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Faculty Members. 
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Soviet Union ... 
byChaniHook 

Glasnost! Peraslroyka! 
Everyone is free and can do a.'\ they 
please in the Soviet Union. Or can 
they'? Most of us have probably 
met with rcfu!'lcniks who were 
freed a!', a rcsull of the increased 
world prc:-.!',urc. Many of us may 
have even travelled to Wa!-.hington 
la:-.t year to lobhy in !-.Upport of 
Carmella Kai,, and her family, and 
to fight for "JirC"-'I nighh to brael". 
Uow doc., the year 1990 rnmparc 
with the year I 985? Has there 
really been that much change in the 
Soviet Union? 

Emigration Matis1ic!', '.'.how that 
in the year 1985. fewer Jews were 
pcm1it1cd to leave the Soviet Union 
1han ever before. It wa., in that year 
that a contingent of students from 
the Frisch Yeshiva High School 
travelled to the USSR. Before that, 
only rabbis and community leaders 
had been sent on Soviet missions. 
Since there was grear diff;cuhy in 
obtaining visas, lhe number of 
missions were limited. Frisch was 
the first school to begin sending 
groups of high school students to 
the Soviet Union for the purpose of 
spreading Judaism through the 
dark streets of Russia. 

Shoshana Levine. a ),cnior at 
Stem College. was a mcmhcr of the 
second annual Frisi.:h Soviet 
mission She travelled to Moscow 
and Leningrad in December of 
198:;. ''At 1ha1 lime," Ms. Levine 
explained. "!here was no Glastnosl. 
no free speech, no access to book), 
and no incoming or outgoing mail. 
As a re~ull. gelling important 
information in and oul of Russia 
was basically an impossibility. 
unless it could he carried hy word 
of mouth. Any cxh,ling 
Y1~di),hkl·it." :-.he noliccd ... wa:,, 
carefully h1ddl'l1 and practi(cd 
,ccrctly, v.ilh oh:-.crvant Jew), in 
con)>tan(Ji:ilr of hcing (aught and 
,l'vcrdy pum,hed. Our mi:-.,ion 
wa-. lo :-.mug~k in a:,, many hoob 
and rdigiou-. ;irtkk:-. a, po:-.-.1hk. 
and lo teach wha1cv":r lillk w1.' 

could.'" 

• The trip wa, planned 4uietly 
and ho! puhlll.'i1cd at all. "I wa!-. 
..,lflctly wam1.·d not to tdl peopk 
where I wa:-. going for winter 
break."· M:,,. Levine said ... The 
fewer people who knew of the trip, 
!he greater chan<.·e there was that 
our trip would succeed without 
rai,ing the suspkions of the Soviet 
government." Al customs. though 
well briefed and prepared for 1hc 
wor:-.t. the group was still very 
nc"IVou:-.. Their luggage was opened 
and roughly emptied out. and most 
of the religious article:-. and books 
that they had taken such pains in 
packing were immediately 
confo,catcd. Their hotel rooms 
were noticeably hugged, and the 
students had to be extremely 
careful about what they :-.aid aloud 
and with whom they were seen. 

Among the refusenik), that the 
group secretly visited was one 
particular Russian woman who 
voiced her surprise and excitement 
about meeting the students. She 
explained that this wa), the first 
li~e _she ha_d ever mcl young 
rehg1ou:-. g:1rh who learn in 
Ye"shiva, and have i,,trong Judaic 
shidic), bac.kground~. The Rabbis 

who had come occasionally 
seemed remote and unreachable to 
her, and she was "tnore than eager 
to sit down and learn with us." 

Today the Sovie! Jewish 
situation is very different. Jewish 
youth groups, synagogues, and 
schools oflen organize winter 
break and summer vacation trips lo 
the U.S.S.R. Visas are widely 

·1a1:ccssiblc, and trips are planned 
openly and with ease. As a result 
of the open communication in and 
out of the Soviet Union, many Jews 
in Western countries have 
developed a complacent attitude 
toward the Soviet situation, and 
hclicvc that there is hardly a Jewish 
problem still evident there. This 
belief, however, is based on 
ignorance and not on fact. 

To show continued support for 
Jews still in Russia, a group of six 
Yeshiva University students 
visited the Soviet Union this past 
June. The main goal of the trip. 
which was primarily sponsored by 
the Ivan Tillem fund, TAC, and the 
YCSC, was "chinoch and chizuk" 
as the SSSJ organizers referred to 
it at Siem College. A member of 
the group said thal the purpose of 
1he mission was to travel to the 
smaller, rarely visited cities in 
Russia to collect information about 
the refuseniks (if any) that were 
living there. Though in the past, 
most groups had gone to visit 
<ipccific refuseniks, this trip was 
mainly an "infonnation gathering" 
one, meaning that the intent was to 
obtain as much information as 
possible about the remaining Jews 
and 1he effect that Glasnost has on 
their lives. 

Because of the experiences they 
had heard of in the past. the group 
feared that they would be siopped 
while attempting to smuggle 
hooks. ··we were very ncrvou), 
approaching customs", says Gila 
hk<lwi1z. "but they did not ask us 
any 4ue:-.tions nor did they open 
our luggage". 

One of the places that the 
!!roup vi.,ited wa)> the Ukranian city 
of ~vov ... The Jews there were 
'pa.'i!'live· and appeared 'almost 
defeated.'" Ms. lskowitz 
described. "They didn 'I like 10 talk 
atx>Ut heing Jewish." The shul in 
Lvov had been closed since World 
War II and was only reopened 

Continued to p.ll col I 
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... Israel 
by Nechama Goldman 

"As a shepherd seeketh out his 
flock in the day that he is among 
his sheep that are separated, so will 
I seek out My sheep; ... And I will 
bring them out from the peoples 
and gather !hem from the countries 
and will bring them into their own 
land .... " 

(Ezekiel 34:12-13) 
The verses in Ezekiel are 

.expliGil.-:i:llere-Will-come..a .tune 
when the children of Israel will be 
gathered up from the earth and they 
will be settled in their own land. 
Israel today is seeing the text of 
Ezekiel come to life. Whether the 
actual redemption spoken of there 
is actually being fulfilled is 
unanswerable. The facts, however, 
are that tens of thousands of 
immigrants are pouring into the 
country. Most recently, the number 
of Jews emigrating from the Soviet 
Union is staggering. About one 
million invitations have been sent 
from Israel to enable Soviet Jews 
to apply for their exil visas. The 
flow of Soviet Jews through 
various transit sites in Europe 
continues at an ever increasing rate, 
now exceeding 15,000 a month. 
Since January I 990, 60,000 Jews 
have arrived in Israel and the 
number is expected to reach 90,000 
by lhe end of the month. 

A country that was once a 
prison, sealing off exit especially 
to its Jewish citizens has now 
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rigid demands of the Russian 
school cwriculum released years of 
inhibition and suppression. 
Mischievous and restless, the 
students wanted to test the teachers 
to see how far they could go with 
their misbehavior. Jokes in Russian 
would echo around me as the 
children rocked with laughter at 
my inability to understand them. It 
fascinated me to watch them 
picking up a language they had 
never heard or seen before. 
Released from the academic, social 
and emotional pressure that had 
built up over the past year in sew, 
I indulged in the joy of being 
myself, comfortable without 
defenses because I was loved, 
accepted and sought out. 

One of the problems I 
encountered was that many of the 
young children and teenagers did 
not fully grasp why their parenls 
were so anxious to escape from 
Russia. To be picked up from well 
established lives filled with friends, 
clubs, grandparents and pets, to 
come to a str&nge land with a 
foreign language and foreign 
people has been traumatic for 
many of them·. They are also 
suddenly overwhelmed with a new 
religion of which they had no 
previous knowledge. I walked into 
Aryeh' s apartment one morning 
and he nonchalantly rose from the 
sofa, told me he had a brit milab 
the day before and went into his 
room to show me two letters he had 
received from America. Still 
recovering from his casual 
adminance of such a major ritual, 
I looked at the letters addressed to 
Igor (Aryeh's name before he 
,arrived in Israel) and gasped. Two 
boys, from Alabama and 
Minnesota were asking Aryeh to 
"twin" with them for their Bar 
Mitzvahs. Now that he was in 
Israel, Aryeh was going to have his 
own ·Bar Mitzvah, something he 
had not even known about three 
months earlier. 

Another difficulty the Russians 
confront is being dropped into a 
countty to which they have no ties 
while they would rather be in 
America. Jenya stated at me in 
amazement when she bean! that I 
was from America. "America..oh 
America," she clapped her bands 
together. Pouting, she asked me in· 
stilted Hebrew why I was in Israel 
if I could be in America. To the 
Russians, Israel is a land flooded 
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by Rachel Mohl 
In the last fifteen years the 

New York Jewish community has 
undergone a transfonnation. Our 
prayers have been answered. The 
Solidarity Sunday demonstrations 
have brought about great results, 
and our neighborhoods have been 
inundated with Russian .im
migrants. 

Fifteen years ago,. when I 
began elementary school at the 
Yeshiva of Manhattan Beach, 
Russian immigration was at a 
peak. My school opened its doors 
to the many Russian students 
living in Brighton Beach, an area 
fondly called Odessa by the Sea. 
I vividly remember some of my 
classmates who spoke little 
English and no Hebrew. These 
families under-stood the 
importance of gi~ing their 
children a Jewish education. 
However, beyond school, their 
commitment to Judaism was 
limited. ·Not many of them came 
to synagogue, and almost none of 
the students continued on to 
yeshiva high school. 

However. the coin is two
sided. The community while 
opening its school, did not open 
its heart. There was little 
socialization between American 
and Russian families outside of 
school. While I was in first g_rade, 
my family invited one of my 
Russian friends, and her family to 
join our Pesach seder. Perhaps if 
other Americans had been more 
hospitable or if the community at 
large had created a constant 
outreach program, so many 
immigrants would not have 
become estranged from Judaism. 

Rabbi Kenneth Brander, of 
Lincoln Square Synagogue, exp
ressed a similar sentiment when 
he said, "this year the Jewish 
community should add another 
• AI Chet' to our list of sinsJor 
while we prayed for Russian Jews 
to be let free, when they anived 
they did not receive help." 

. In the past year 48,000 Russian 
Jews have arrived in the United 
States. New York alone has 
absorbed 24,000; half of the 
country's influx. 0ne can hear 
people speaking Russian in 
ainlosl every neighbomood. and 
on trains throughout .the city, 
Often, when I ride home oo the 
"D" train and watch these 
courageous individuals edapling 
to their new lives, I think of how 

far removed they are from the 
Orthodox community. 

In fifteen yea:rs some things · 
have changed. Many of the 
Russian Jews arriving now have 
some Jewish background, and 
more of them are demonstrating an 
interest in Judaism by attendil1g 
synagogue. Thankfully, some 
communities have finally 
responded to the growing need of 
immigrants for companionship and 
guidance. 

The Jewish population of the 
Upper West Side of Manhattan is 
a prime example of a concerned 
community. Programming 
coordin-ated between the 
neighborhood synagogues and the 
New York Federation concentrated 
first on physical and economic 
needs. Any Immigrant who did not 
have relatives were placed in '-ls 
on the Upper West Side. The 
Jewish community, organi7.ed by 
lay leaders, began to greet the 
families that arrived with food 
packages. This allowed the new 
residents time to get acquainted 
with lhe shopping system in New 
York before spending the little 
money they had been given. The 
synagogue ran clothing and 
furniture drives so the families 
could move into new apartments 
with greater ease. 

The immigrants' social and 
educational needs were also taken 
care of by the rabbis and their 
congregations. Friday night 
dinners were conducted on a 
rotating basis at different 
synagogues, and a Wednesday 
night drop-in center where 
immigrants could socialize with 
American Jews was established. 

Other communities, such as 
Staten Island, have conducted 
programs as well. Begiriners • 
services and programs for children 
all aide the acceptance of Soviet 
Jews into our communities, and let 
them know we care. 

Unfortunately, many 
communities have not yet 
responded to the situation, and 
there is still much to be done. We 
can each be the galvanizing forces 
in our com,.nxmities, and can· 
.muster the $Uppot1 tbat these pro
jects need. and deserve. Whether 
we raise mooey, Siar! ICholanhip 
funds, encourage our s,-iogua 
to run programs, or provide new 
immigrants with transliterated 
siddurim. we must do cm ohare. 

For the fint time, the need 
exists right in mtrown.~ 
The fmt generation of Ruuiali 
immigrants who grew up in 
Anmica are DOW al the college and 
graduate school level. Many ,non, 
Russian Jewish students are 
continuing their religious 
educations. One of the most 
important ways to open the 
Ohhodox coomiunily's doors, is 
forstudellls IOlllablilh_oo_ 
relationships with their Soviet 
coumerpans. . 

ID the wGldsof.RablliBrander, 
"It is not elllJlllb to sq 'they're 
going to Israel' and donate money 
to Operatioo Exodus.• We must 
respond DOW, for in OID' 1-11 we 
all !mow the-to tboqueslDI 
Cain asked' Ood • Am I my 
brodter's keeper?" 
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Security Upgraded at Stern 
byMlriadlG.....-.in 

Student< returning 10 Stem 
College this year have noticed 
improved security and safety 
procedures al Brookdale Hall. In 
pas! year.;, only one security guard 
was on duly in the lobby. 
However. starting this semester. 
two guards, a woman and a man, 
are on call in the lobby al all times. 
Furthermore. for the first time 
resident assistants have been 
thoroughly oriented as to safety 
and security procedures. 

Donald Sommers, chief of 
security for Y.U., maintains that 
two guards are vital in order to 
adequately ensure complete safety. 
"Last year. if !here was a problem 
in the donnitory. the guard was 
forced to leave his post unattended 
There would be chaos. No one was 
there to open the door and students 
would be left on the street," 
Sommers states. Last year when a 
number of students suspected a fire 
in the dorm, the guard had to 
abandon his post to investigate the 
situation. As a result, many 
students became concerned with 
the ability of lhe security staff at 
Brookdale Hall to handle an 

emergency silWlliou. Now with 
iwo guan1s·consun11y oo duty. one 
will always remain at the front 
door. 

Many students feel that 
benefits of lhe two guanl system 
include dte newly instituted pa!rol 
of each dormitory floor by the 
female guard every how-, as wen 
as the hourly inspectioo of the roof 
and basement bY lhe male guan1 
Some view !his additiooal patrol as 
a violation of their privacy. <Jlhm, 
however, are willing to ,;acrilice a 
small measure of privacy in return 
for irn;reased security. "I know 
some people doo 't like dte fact tbat 
a stranger is roaming our halls. 
however, I feel more secure 
knowing tbat someone qualified is 
constantly watching out for our 
safety,'' comments Rivka 
Kranbnan, a Stem College junior. 

This year's increase in safety 
also includes a more 
comprehensive orientation for the 
dorm counselors. Jeff Socol, 
associate director of facilities 
management, provided the 
counselors with detailed 
instructions on how to maintain 
safety. According to Stacy 

Jacobson~ a second year donn 
counselor, "This year'• orientation 
was a Joi more lhoroogh. Last year 
lbere were some minor bum 
accidenls in the dormitory and we 
weren't sufficiently prepared to 
deal wilh !hem. Now we are more 
allOlled to what's going on. n Last 
year the resident assistants were 
instructed to inform the dorm 
supervisor or head dorm counselor 
in case of a problem. This year: the 
dorm counselors themselveswere 
shown protective measures such as 
dte specific locatioo of the water 
valves and hoses and how to 
opentte the fire extinguishers and 
alarms found on each floor. In 
addition9 each dorm counselor 
n:ceived a flashlight to be used in 
case of a power shortage. 
Emergency stickers providing lhe 
phone nwnbers of the front desk, 
police and fire departments were 
given to each donn counselor to 
distribute to all rooms. 

The tightened security has 
helped Junior Tai Marocco and 
others feel safer. "Midtown 
Manhattan is scary," she says. 
"The additional security measures 
help make me feel more at case." 

ELECTADLVBIS 
BARBARA LEIBOWnZ 

so West 34th Street (Room l6A6) The McAlpin House 
across from Macy's, New York N.Y. 10001 
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member 
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INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF 
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Students Welcomed at SSSB Reception 
by Banji Lalkin 

The Sy Sym, School of 
Bm.inei,,:-.,commem:ing its fourth 
year. welcomed its new students 
with a reception at Weissberg 
Commons. Aspirations for the new 
year were discu~scd by 
representatives from, not only 
SSSB proper hut its two branches: 
The Accounling Society and the 
Joint Businc.1,s Society. 

Ttvi Weiss, SSSBSC president 
on the uptown campus, spoke 
about the benefit, that Sy Syms has 
lo offer. He mentioned specifically 
the business journal, resume 
outlcl3 and the business dinner. "It 
1s a very challenging program. one 
that 1~ preparing me for the future," 
i,aid Felicia Bench, executive 
editor of the Business Journal. 

The requirements are much 
different for a SSSB student than 
for a YU student. Lauryn Schnack, 
a marketing major, explained her 
work.load. "I have lo take one year 
of economic\. actounting and 
Mafi.stic~ as well ai, ~ix marketing 
~Jas.~3 and electivc:i.. 1 am going to 
graduate with many ,more credits 
than the average $CW Student" 

6aslC requirements for SSSB 
'"'student}). arc ~omcwhat Jess than for 

thos<; student, on the Standard B .A. 

program. They have only to take sells food, drinks and toiletries. It 
four Humanities, one year of is completely run by students. 
science, English Composition. Moshe Zwebner, editor of the 
Speech, Gym and two Psychology Business Journal, expressed the 
courses. One of the Psychology needforstudentparticipation. "We 
courses must be Industrial wanttomaketheBusinessJoumal 
Psychology. Each student may hke a mock Harvard Business 
choose from one of four majors: Review. We need more students to 
Accounting, Marketing, Fmanceor get involved." Felicia Bench 
Management Information System commen1ed !hat !hey want at least 
(MIS). The most popolar major is twenty five articles for their next 
Accounting. publication. 

The Accounting Society This year, SSSBSC in 
presidents, Shoshana Levitz and conjunction wilh SSSB is offering 
Jon Pittinsky, spoke about the privatetutoringinvariousbusiness 
advantages that lhe students have, courses, including Accounting and 
"you are acquainted with many of Statistics for Business. Students 
the major accounting firms. The from lhe Business School will be 
exposure is very good for the available in the computer room 
students." during the week to answer 

The Jolnt Business Society questions fellow students may 
consist~ of those students majoring have regarding computer 
in MIS, Marketing, Finance and assignments. 
the shaped F.1.T major in The Sy Syms Business School 
Advertising at Stem. Ami Aharon, has an excellent reputation for 
president of JBS at YC, spoke placing students in the fields of 
about the Morg Mart. "it is the only tl!eir choice. Their placement of 
~tudent run business on campus." : accounting s~tts is qnc hundred 
The Morg Man catered the-event. percent. Tova faffe, junior in 
··The business students 11in it and SSSB, concluded " The llus.iness 
it helps !hem gitin rpori: insigl!tirito · Sc)lool really has an e)lcelleni 
how a busine~s wor~,,," said. placemenfoffice.Funhennore,the 
Aharon. Ster11X".ol1¢ge has a similar ; Si' Syms, facuiiy· and pl~cement 
enterprise, Milne~ M;ifket, which office spend time wi'th you which 

lsnic,e.~ - ~ 

Faculty Upset Over 
Unexpected Repairs 

by Necbama Goldnw> 
Faculty returned to SCW two 

weeks ago to find their offices in a 
state of chaos. Material was 
thrown randomly into cartons. 
bookcases were pulled away from 
walls, and papers were piled, in 
disarray on desks. The 
Maintenance Department bad 
painted many offices and 
laboratories in the last week of 
vacation but the professors were 
not forewarned that lhese repairs 
were to occur. Jeff Socol, 
Associate Director of Facilities 
Management, said that the work 
being done in the dormitory and 
new apartments had kept his men 
busy untiJ the end of August, so 
until !hen, !hey-were unable to tend 
to the school building. 

Many teachers were angry that 
they were not previously infonned 
of the repairs that were to be done 
in their offices. Dr. Grosof, 
professor in the Education and 
Statistics departments, said that she 
is typically not here in the summer. 
On August 20 she came into her 
office to arrange her syllabus. 
answer her mail and organize 
student files for the upcoming 
semester. She left student files and 
course instructions on her desk to 
be attended to after Labor Day. Dr. 
Grosof shares an office with three 
other professors in various 
departments, so she was careful to 
k~p-~_yery.t!"i_i_n_g_ ir~_ i:i~~p!l~s ~n her 
desk. 

When Dr. Grosof returned to 
her office on September 4. she 
found her desk completely cleared. 
Student papers, personal 
belongings and syllabi were 
missing. "All of the papers were 
removed from desks and put into 
the same carton with no reference 
from where they came. Books 
were on different shelves, totally 
out of their proper order." In the 
same office, Dr. Sardy, a professor 
in the Education department, was 
equally upset She did not find her 
course outlines until the day after 
school started. This meant that she 
was unable to give her student 
teachers vital material. She said 
that she did not fee) that she was 
adequately answering student 
questions due to her disorientation. 
Furthennore, the condition of the 
offices required the faculty to 
move the shelves. books and 
papers around, causing them to 
expend a lot of time and physical 
energy. "It means brutal physical 
labor," said Dr. Grosof, who 
suffers from a weak back. Dr. 
Sardy suffers from a ligament 
problem in her hands and she was 
feeling the pain from lifting books 
and cleaning up. She was forced 
to put on a brace by the end of the 
day. "My hand can handle a little 
at a time if I pace myself but there 
is so much to do !hat I'm trying too 
hard to do it all at once." 

Another office, that of tlte 

English Department, was also . 
painted although dam;lge there was 
less acoonling to English Professor 
Laurel Hatvary. "Only in 
comparison to last year/' 
commented Hatvary. "Last year 
they took everything and put it 
where they wanted. They ruined 
much of the student material 
involving shaped majors. I told 
!hem I'd kill !hem if they touched 
anything this year." 

According to lhe teachers, dte 
impact of lhis action can only hurt 
lhe school. "The worst part is my 
irritation," said Dr. Sardy. "The 
first day of class should be happy. 
cheerful. optimistic but instead 
there is resentment and 
annoyance." ' 

Faculty is told by administration 
to spend more time in !heir offices 
so that students will feel more 
comfortable consulting them. Dr. 
Grosof pointed out that "if our 
office is not respected, what is it 
then tbat polls us here?" Socol said 
!hat due to lhe long vacation, there 
was no way to get in touch with the 
teachers. The teachers pointed out 
that if they had been called at 
home. they would have at least 
prepared !heir offices in such a way 
that they could find their things 
after the repairs were finished. 
Sardy found education books 
mixed up with statistics and 
French. Heavy cartons with dead 
files were on top of bookcases 
instead of on lhe bottom. K c1uirr 
mysteriously appeared at her desk. 
"I did not request a fat armchair 
with ripped upholstery," said Dr. 
Sardy. 

.. One more time we are 
reminded that the value placed on 
our work by the University's 
highest level of administration 
which orders these things to be 
done, is other lhan it should be," 
said Dr. Grosof. Chemistry 
Professor Cecily Dobin did not 
understand why maintenance men 
were still painting Jaboratories 
when school started. "They could 
have done this all summer," she 
said. Mrs. Victory, the laboratory 
technician, could not prepare 
solutions for upcoming laboratory 
classes. The noise and mess were 
,disturbing to the students and 
faculty situated in that part of lhe 
building. 

Socol said !hat due to lhe time 
put into fixing up the donnitories, 
!here was only a week left at lhe 
end of the summer to work on the 
school building. "There was a job 
to do and we did it," he said, 
claiming that rains had left peeling 
ceilings that badly needed to be 
replastered and walls that needed 
repainting. 

"In lhe last analysis this comes 
down to shortchanging students," 
said Dr. Grosof. She concluded 
lhat "!he miracle of Stem is that in 
lhe face of this, so many faculty 
finds what !hey do tewarding." 

Energetic person to be a representative for 
Coppertone Sprlngbreak trips to Cancun, 
Daytona, Nassau and Jamaica. Best pro
grams available ANYWHERE. .. 
... Great incentives and tree trips possible. 
Call for more information ... 1-800-222-4432 
and ask for Brenna or Bruce. 
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Orientation 1990 - Welcome to Stern 
by Laura Gordimer 

Two hundred students and 
thirty six peer advisors·~cipated 
in this year's freshman onentat10n. 
The three day program was 
organized by senior Ilana Fein and 
junior Orit Zevi, with the help of 
Director of Student Services, Mrs. 
Zelda Braun· and SCWSC 
president, Lis3: Horowitz. 

Orientation's function was to 
l!ase the students' tr81lsitions from 
high school or Israel to SCW. This 
was facilitated through seminars on 
academic advisement geared to 
alleviate confusion about 
registration. Upperclassmen 
serving ~ peer advisors, acted as 
big sisters and friends, answering 
questions and giving advice. 

Coordinator Orit 2.evi felt that, 
"new students seemed to have been 
happier and more comfortable 
knowing that there was someone to 
help them at any time." She added, 
"that although the program was 
first introduced last year and was 
successful, this fall's version was 
much better and ran more 
smoothly". Ilana Fein was 
similarly pleased with the results of 
their three months of planning. 
Fein was appreciative of the work 
of the peer advisors, "especially 
those who put in their time. The 
position is volunteer, so anything 
that is accomplished is really 
great." 

Lisa Horowitz, SCWSC 
president, said that she did not have 

a peer advisor when she returned 
from Israel and very few 
upperclassmen were interested in 
helping her. She felt that it was 
important that there be some sort 
of peer advisement to help new 
students feel welcome. "We want 

to continue the peer advisor 
program and thread it at least 
throughout first semester, .. She 
anticipates having one or more 
programs where students will 
interact with their peer advisors. 
"The freshmen and students from 
Israel should always have whom to 
tum to initially." 

Orientation began Sunday 
evening with a dessert party 
featuring ice cream sundaes. Peer 
Advisors met with assigned groups 
of new students. Horowitz felt that 
some peer advisors made 
commitments which they did not 
stand by, which caused problems. 

Sunday evening featured a time 
capsule activity in which students 
completed questionnaires 
penaining to personal expectations 
of their upcoming coUege careers 
and asked for the names of five 
students sitting near them. These 
sheets were collected to be put 
away for four years until the 
students g,;aduate. The idea is to 
remind the graduate of her days as 
a freshman . and to compare 
intentions at 17 and 18 with reality 
at 20 and 21. 

Monday morning, Dr. Israel 
Miller, Senior Vice President of 

Yeshiva University, spoke to Stem 
College's largest entering cta,s, 
staff members, and peer advisors 
over breakfast in a packed 
cafeteria. "This is a special kind 
of school... we are able to give 
Jewish young women a complete 
Jewish education along with their 
other studies.,. He stressed the 
accommodations being made in 
regard to the staff and housing to 
facilitate the influx of students. 

The confusion of registfation 
and credits was somewhat 
alleviated by a variety of seminars 
upperclassmen gave on academic 
advisement. These seminars 
explained the grueling process of 
scheduling courses, Jewish studies 
requirements and the Beit Midrash 
program. Coordinator Ilana Fein 
commented that academic 
advisement was very helpful, and 
that "it should even be available to 
seniors." The program also helped 
to answer the questions that 
sophomore and junior returnees 
asked even though these students 
had registered in Israel. Elisheva 
Berezin, a sophomore and a peer 
advisor felt that Orientation did not 
seem to be geared to students 
returning from Israel. She noted 
that the seminar was redundant to 
incoining students who had 
encountered their scheduli'ng 
dilemmas while still in Israel. 
Suggestions were offered for a 
compl~tely separate orientation 
program for such students. 

Through the Eyes -ot a Freshie ... 
by Eliana Marcus 

The freshman. The typical all
American freshman. We all know 
this freshman; We've seen her in 
fictitious scenes on the screen. in 
our minds ... and maybe.just maybe 
in the front row of our Bio class. 
She is like a tourist in New York 
clutching the subway maps, 
cameras, and English dictionaries. 
What is different about the 
freshman who conspicuously 
sticks out in a crowd like an apple 
in a bowl of.oranges? Typically 
stereotyped as a girl with a plaid 
mis-buttoned shirt and a ponytail 
with hairs sticking out all over, she 
is often'Ullllware that her books are 
falling out of her knapsack. She is 
the one lost with the floor map of 
the school in one hand and the 
inevitable apple in the other hand. 

This semester I became that 
confused freshman. I felt like I had 
entered a different world. I felt 
paranoid, sure that hundreds of 
eyes were watching me as I 
climbed the five stairs to reach the 
front door of the school building. 
There were several things I had to 
learn as a new student. Tile 
language was the first c~enge. 
Someone must have spent houn 
compoaing a language for college 

stude~for it is used widely on I could sit with her. Approaching 
every c pus in the country. In her was my firststep in gaining the 
fact, ell University published confidence and security needed to 
a dictionary of the college lingo. overcome my "freshman phobia." 
My first error was when I walked Everyone adapts to life at Stem 
intoacomputersclassaccidentally, eventually. Life is a series of 
naively thinking that "comp" adaption to new environments. 
(composition) was computers. Wasn't it just yesterday that high 
After realizing my mistake, !took school began? We_ are all 
the elevator to the seventh floor. newcomers at the beginning ofour 
At this point, I realized that I didn't college careers, and certainly we 
know where my class was. By the can all relate to this fear of 
time I reached the lobby and beginnings. It is very difficult to 
clawed .my way through the beinatotallydifferentatmosphere, 
crowds of people gathered to see with new concepts to fathom, new 
the listing of classrooms, class had rules to learn, and new people to 
already begun. I was relieved to meet. The initial culture shock of 
discover that the teacher was later being in classes with married 
than I was. women, sitting among fifty_ other 

The "caf", college lingo for people in lecture classes, living 
cafeteria, was a real challenge. I with 600 students in a dormitory, 

was terrified of the thought of and coping with less sleep due to 
eating alone since my friends and incessant traffic outside, eventually 
J had different lunch breaks. I become the norm. I suppose we all 
discovered in time that everyone need to remember that the 
has that fear at first. I stood there, freshman with the thick glasses and 
at the end of the cash register's thepileofbooksoneday~ 
line, looking· around the room for a suave senior. What happens in 
anyone I knew, but who eats lunch between? The liesbman becomes 
at 11 :00 AM? Fmally, I spotted a familiar with. the "syslenl", which 

girl who looked as lost as I felt. builds her coofidellce enough to 
Taking a deep bleath, I approached make friends. baDdJe _courses, and 
her with my lune_!, tray in hand. , I in time. ~ during her four 
introduced myself and asked_ her tf · years spentlll Seem. 

However, Lisa Horowitz felt that. 
the sheer numbers of people 
attending the programs, including 
the academic advisement seminars. 
indicated that students were taking 
advantage of what was being 
offered. 

Registration packets given to 
the freshmen included helpful 
items geared to direct students 
around the school and the city. 
Early Admission freshman Yaffa 
Schindler said, "the orientation kits 
were helpful. The subways maps 
were just what I needed and I've 
already used them." She felt that 
despite the seminars and packets, 
registration was still confusing. 

Monday night there was a 
dinner for the incoming students. 
Koch Auditorium was made 
festive with balloons and colored 
tablecloths. President Norman 
Lamm addressed the staff and 
students in attendance. He asked 
the students hew they were going 
to achieve a good name. He then 
quoted a mi•hna that said there are 
three crowns; one of torah, one of 
priesthood and one of kingship, but 
the crown of a good name rests on 
top of all. Where did the fourth 
crown come from if the mishna 
explicitly says there are three? 
Without the three crowns, the 
fourth one is meaningless; 
therefore, the crown of a good 
name rides on the back of the other 
crowns. "Here at Stem you have 
the opportunity to work on three 

crowns (through learnina, 
community service and 1-lenllip 
positions) and thus ac~•.tbe 
crown of a good lUlllle." Dr.1-
mentioned the uniqut ~• 
and acbievemelllS oJ, !bf·-~ 
specifically referring to the two 
awards the OBSERVER won last 
year for journalism. 

Otientation week was 
highlighted by YU's annual theater 
party. This year's freshman clalltl 
attended Broadway's dramatic 
play,-.'A Few Good Men". Ilapa 
Fein remarked that "a large.number 
of students" participated In the 
event and "stayed for the cut pasty · 

afterWards." She noted that the 
majority of students tbat auended 
consisted of new students rather 
than upperclassmen. 

The week climaxed with an 
orientation Shabbat propam.- Zevi 
spoke of "the record tumouL Over 
180 students participated in the 
meals, sbiurim, and tefilab ser
vices." Student Services Dlr-«tor 
Zelda Braun agreed that ·part· 
icipants were pleased to J1sYe an 
opportunity over Shabbld lo meet 

other new students like 
themselves." 

Fein concluded that after three 
months of working with over 200 
names, she was finally able to 
match them with faces, and 
become friends with the il!Udents. 
Zevi crowned Orientation '90, "a 
great success that seemed to have 
accomplished its purpose." 
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by Beth Zud<erman 
As Rosh Hashana approaches. 

people oflen become absorbed 
with 1hemselves as individuals. 
Rosh Hashana is lhe day of 
judgement, and preparation 
requires self.analysis, inlro
speclion. and maybe eve~ 
isolation. Yet it js important to 
realize lhat althoujh lhe Yatllim 
Noraim indeed have significance. 
inasmuch as 1hey relate 10 each 
individual, 1hey also focus on the 
tzibur. community, as a whole. 

In Kiddushin 39b there is a 
di:-.cU!-.~ion about reward and 
punishment. Rabbi Yaakov 
believe!-. tha1 there i!-. no reward in 
thb world. Any reward!-! ment
ionc-d in !he Torah for specific 
mitzvol. for example long life, a 
reward promised for honoring 
one·~ parcnh. he .claims are 
received in 1hr world to come. 
However. Rabbi Yaakov\ thes1!-> 
,ccm:-. weak. How doe~ he explain 
the portion:-, of the Torah that 
promi~r pcacr and cconomi, 
pro~perity to follower~ of thl" 
Torah: reward'.\ that arc ohviouslv 
received in thi~ world? Maharsh~ 
explain~ Rabbi Yaakm·: although 
there b no reward in thi~ world for 
individuah. 1here i~ retribution. 
bolh good and bad. for lhe IZibur 
a~ a whok. 

Rav Goren use~ this distint·tion 
between the individual and !he 
community to explain a difficult 
pa~~age in the Torah. After the 
trn.:hakha m K1 Tavo. the 'Torah 
warn,: mayhc then~ i~ a peri.on 
among,1 you who thmk~ that he 
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Tes-huva As A Whole 
won ·1 be affec1ed by lhe 
aforemen1ioned curses, who lhinks 
lhat he can follow his own heart 
and slill enjoy lhe blessings lhal 
were promised as the converse of 
the 1ochakha. An obvious question 
strikes the reader. If God has just 
threatened to punish man for 
sinning, why would man assume 
exemption from this threat? With 
Rabbi Yaakov's idea lhe passage 
becomes clearer. The admin~ 
istering of the blessings and curses 
is based solely on lhe group's 
performance as a whole. If the 
tzibur i~ good there will be 
pi:osperity: if, however, the tzibur 
siris there wiH be calamity. 

Therefore a person might think 
that he can sin without affecting the 
balance of the community. He can 
receive the benefits of the group"!-. 
blessings without being punished 
for hi~ individual sins. The Torah 
mm,I reemphasiz.e to warn us that 
thi~ 1s faulty logic. Everyone i~ 
held accountable for hi~ sins at 
some point even if the blessing!i 
and curse~ of Har Grizirn and Har 
Eval arc not directly related to 
individual action. At thi!i point 
what appear~ to emerge i~ the dual 
role of the individual. He is both 
an individual, accountable for hh. 
own action. and part of the tziQur. 
a member of the community. 

The concept of two separa1c 
cntilic~ receiving judgement. the 
individual and the tzibur, can be 
seen in the laws of Yorn Kippur. 
Rambam in Hilkhot Teshuva I::? 
wrilc~ that the se'tf hamishtaleach. 
the goal whose lot it is to be sen! 

10 the wilderness as paM of lhe 
Yom Kippur service, serves as an 
atonement for all sins. This, 
however. is provided that a person 
does teshuva. If a person does nol 
do teshuva lhe goal will atone for 
the kalot, '.easy' sins. bul not for the 
chamurot, 'severe' sins, 
specifically those which involve 
punishments of karet, ex-coni
munication or capital punishment 
adminis1ered by lhe beit din. 

Rav Soloveitchik finds Ibis 
halakha in lhe Mishneh Torah 
problemalic. Firstly, in lhe 
previous halakha, Rambam 
discusses various means of 
a1onement (sacrifices and 
punishmen1s elc. ). The pre
requisite for all of them is teshuva. 
Why can lhe goal atone for cerutin 
sins without the individual's 
repentance? The goat does_ not 
seem to correlate with Rambam's 
overall conception of repentance 
and atonement. 

Furthermore. there is an 
argument about the status of Y om 
Kippur in Yoma 85b. Chazal feel 
thal the clay of Yorn Kippur ilSelf 
can atone for sins only if teshuva 
is done. Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi. in 
contras!, believes lhal lhe day ilSelf 
can atone for one's sins even if 
teshuva is not done. Rambam 
chooses to paskin like Chazal
teshuva is needed in order for Yorn 
Kippur itself to atone. It thus 
seems logical that Rambam should 
be uniform vis-a-vis the laws of 
Yom Kippur. bolh regarding lhe 
day ilself and any olher means of 
atonement performed on Yorn 

Kippur. 11ie se'ir should absolve 
only in cases where teshuva is 
done. Why lhen does Rambam 
differentiate between lhe day 
which requires repentance to atone 
and lhe goat which does.no! require 
repentance? 

Rav Soloveitchik answers this 
question by fir!I asking anolher 
question:· in the·Yom Kippur 
prayers we direct ourselves to 'the 
king who alones and forgives all of 
our sins and the sins of his nation, 
lhe house of Israel'. Why should 
the tzibur have a place in the 
individual's prayers? The answer 
is clear, we are trying to achieve 
two separ3te atonements. One is 
for ourselves and one is for the 
nation as a whole. The se'ir 
hamishtaleach is a korban tzibur, 
a communal sacrifice and unlike 
other methods of atonemen1 it 
atones for the tzibur. not for the 
individuals who comprise it. The 
importance of the individual is 
irrelevant in the face of the tzibur 
in this facel of kapara. 

When an individual brings a 
korban to atone for his sins without 
first repenting, he turns the korban 
into a negative force. The goat 
however, belongs to the 
community and can't be changed 
into a negative force even with the 
absence ofteshuva. Therefore, the 
se · ir atones for many of the sins of 
the individual as a member of the 
community, not relying on his 
individual performance ofteshuva. 

The issue is not yet resolved. 
The Rav asks, if the se'ir has a 
special power to absolve lhe lzibur, 

why is there a distinction made 
between lhe sins that are chamurot 
and kalot? Why does lhe se'ir no1 
atone for the chamurot without 
teshuva? 

Rambam defines chamurot as 
lhose sins which are punishable by 
karet or dealh by beit din. Wilh lhe 
concepts of lhe e<irnmunity vs. the 
individual previously defined, we 
now underslllnd; if kllret culS lhe 
individual from the community 
and this communal isolation must 
cerutinly apply 10 lhose worthy of 
death by bei1 din, then people 
deserving such punishments are no 
longer parl of the community. 
They are not enlitled lo lhe 
atonemenl lhat lhe se'ir brings to 
1he communily unlil .they do 
teshuva and return themselves to 
lhe fold. Thus lhe leshuva for lhe 
chamur sins is not to achieve 
atonement for the specific sins, 
rather. it is the return of the 
individual to his place as a member 
of the tzibur. This lhe.reby affords · 
him the atonement of the 
communily which is symbolized 
by lhe se' ir. He must atone for the 
sins which separate him as an 
individual before lhe power of lhe 
tzibur can again include him. 

Clearly, there is a special 
significance placed on Jews within 
lhe community thal is additional to 
the importance of lhe Jew as an 
individual. As we approach God 
this year to pray for our 
forgiveness, we should keep in 
mind our needs as individuals and 
on a much broader scale, our needs 
as a part of a nation. 
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eight months 3:go. The men of 
Lvov came to sbul9 while the 
women and cliildren, having very 
little to attract tllem, hardly ever 
ventured OUL Thilisi liOO Sukhumi, 
two eyen smaller. more unknown 
cities, were also visited. 'lbe group 
made one contact in Sukhumi 
through whom they found out all 
the possible infonnation about the 
Jews there. in order to send it back 
to various organizations in 
America. Whereas the larger cities 
have classes to educate the Jews in 
Hebrew and Judaism, the smaller 
ones are more funited due to a lack 
of available teachers. In Tbilisi 
however. they do have some 
Hebrew and Jewish classes. 

"Even though Soviet 
communication is much more open 
and friendly," Gila said, "we were 
still very paranoid about bugs in 
the hotel rooms. so we nied not to 
talk inside. If for some reason we 

had to speak., we did so by 
disguising our words." The 
students were warned thal no 
visitors should come to the hotel 
and that Jews who were seen with 
them might suffer severe 
consequences. However, many of 
the Jews disregarded the warning 
and spent time in lhe hotel with 
them nevertheless. 

The last Shabbat was spent in 
the Moscow Yeshiva, which is the 
one place in Russia where the 
government officially allows Jews 
to sit and learn freely. On Shabbat 
afternoon, a group of about 20 
young people took a walk in the 
park. All of a sudden one person 
began to sing "Am Yisrael Chai" 
and gradually the entire group 
joined in, until every person was 
singing loudly. One of the visitors 
asked a young Russian Jew, .. A 
year ago could you do this?" He 

· firmly replied "No"' and continued 

Stern Beit Midrash 
Program Thrives_on 

New Challenges 
by Ricki Lieber 
Now in its second year of 

existence. the Beit Midrash 
Program at Stem College is being 
greatly improved. The program 
was started last year due to 
increased interest in advanced 
Judaic studies on the.part of .Stem 
College students. Many students 
wished lo have the opportunity to 
learn in a Beil Midrash setting. 

Last year, the program was 
successfully inaugurated by Rabbi 
Moshe Kahn and Rabbi Reuven 
Aberman. Rabbi Kahn continued 
teaching his class in Advanced 
Talmud, which was enhanced by 
additional time for in class 
preparation and for shiur. Rabbi 
Aberman taught a new course in 
Topics of Maimonides. The 
program was extremely successful. 
• This year, many beneficial 
changes have been introduced to 
further improve the program. Dr. 
Ephraim Kanarfogel, head of 
Jewish Studies at Stem College. 
describes one major improvement. 
The program now runs four 
mornings a week, as opposed to 
last year, when one class was given 
in the morning, and one class was 
taught in the afternoon. In Dr. 
Kanarfogel's words, this 
restructuring provides a "more 
felicitous way of learning -
knowing that every morning some 
regular instruction is going on in 
the Beil Midrash. 

Twice a week. Rabbi Kahn 
teaches his Advanced Talmud 
shiur. The shiur has been upgraded, 
and involves a more challenging, 
independent line of study. 
Students are expected to prepare 
the classic commentaries of the 

_Risho.ninL9J) lb~ir -~'Qwn Jime." 
Class time is reserved for more 
analytical discussions on the 
underlying issues raised by the text 
of the Gemara and by the 
Rishonim. 

According to Rabbi Kahn, the 
students are ready to conquer this 
new obstacle of doing most of the 
preparation on their own. Most of 
the students have either been in the 
shiur before, or have background 
in this type of learning. Rabbi 
Kahn feels that the textual parts of 
the Gemara are certainly of the 
utmost importance. In Rabbi 
Kahn's words. "Someone who 
cannot read properly is not learning 
Gemara." However, Rabbi Kahn 
will not spend the small amount of 
time allotted for the shiur on 
technical aspects. He feels that the 
students in the shiur have "strong 
working vocabularies," and can 
handle the literal translation of the 
text independently. 

An additional responsibility lies 
in the bands of the students in the 
shiur. Each chavruta will be 
expected to present a lesson on its 
own. The presentations will 
illustrate the key issues involved in 
a particular text, and will delineate 
approaches to the issues being 
discussed. 

Toe students involved are at the 
same time excited and 
apprehensive. Leah Brueck· 
heimer, a senior in the Advanced 
Talmud shiur. is thrilled at the 
prospect of an eve~ more chal
lenging shiur. She 1s concerned, 
however, with the amount of 
preparation that _is expected fr?rn 
students in the shmr. She 1s willing 
to devote the time and effort 
required, but she has doubts as to 
whether the lofty goals that are m 
sight will actually be 

Continued on p.11 col.1 

singing proudly. As they marclied 
through the park, two old """""" 
passed and with joy in their lilces 
and tears in their eyes, they happily 
cried out "Yiddin!.. , 

Even before the new 
"freedoms" in the USSR came 
about, the Jews always bad hope. 
Even five years ago, when Ms. 
Levine was visiting. she noted that 
the Soviet people woald never look 
at anyone and hardly ever smiled. 
One old man commented to her 
that one can always recognire a 
Jew in Russia, because they are the 
only ones who smile. Puzzled. Ms. 
Levine asked why Ibis would be so. 
The man firmly replied, "The Jews 
are the only ones who still have 
hope of leaving the Soviet Union. 
and returning to a homeland in 
Israel." Lookingaroundtoday,one 
can see the beginning of that hope 
turning into a reality. 

Contin.,dft,me p. 7 cvLJ 

with economic problems. an 
unemployment rate surpassing 
I 0% and an active military. 
America means money and 
security and the ability to tolally 
assimilate without confrooling any 
sort of religious ideology. A sort 
of .utopia. I stared out the school 
window, overlooking the Jezereel 
Valley and found it difficult to 
answer. How could I explain an 
irrational feeling - binds me so 
strongly lo a country 1hat is 7000 
miles away from my home, family 
and friends? I turned back to her, 
"but Jenya, Israel is the land of the 
Jews." My positive attitude gave 
many of the students and 8llulls a 
jolt, forcing them to consider their 
new country in a different ligllt. 

The ulpan ended after four 
weeks and I took it upon myself to 
continue tutoring my students in 
the mornings. Climbing fights of 
steps in apartment building th.at 
were dark, dank and bad strong 
odors of garbage permeating the 
stairwells, my heart hurt for the 
poor conditions in wbicl1 my pupils 
were living. The apartmenlS inside 
however, were bright and spolless. 
The parents of my students were 
eager to meet me, respectful and 
anxious to serve me coffee and 
cookies. We couldn't carry on a 
conversation but we shared smiles 
over coffee mugs and nodded at 
each other, content with the mutual 
feeling of silent companioosllip. 

Our group extended invitations 
to almost everyone we knew in the 
neighborhood to come to us for 
Shabbat. As a result, we often 
found ourselves cooking for lhirty 
or forty people. Our Shabbal table 
was filled with Ethiopians, 

... To West 
Russians~ Romanians, Argen
linians. Americans, Canadians and 
veteran Israelis. Our imeraclion 
was natural despite the huge 
dilJeRnces in our backgrounds and 
the language barrier. In a way we 
complanenletleachother, laughla 
and voices ringing out, blending 
IO!!dher in !he room. There was an 
inlallgiblequality of beauty shining 
from each person's face as we 
chall<ledaway, comfor!able in Ibis 
very -,II enviroomell1. In !he 
middle of the meal we would 
suddooly.~ybmstinto 
song. The twelve of us would jump 
up and statt dancing in two cireles, 
feet llymg. voices raised, carrying 
the fflll of the !able with us. We 
swept our guests up i,ito our 
enthusiasm fa,- life, fa,- Torah and 
for milzvoL Ra!dydowe have the 
chance to do kiruv by just 
galbering up the people around us 
and sweeping them up into our 
lives so_ we alJ me,ge together, 

giving and taking at an equal rate. 
Alex walked into our dining 

roomlhe day l)el\,re we left Nat:irat 
wearing a kippab. "Hey Yaakov, 
did you give Alex a ldppab?" I 
asked. Y aakov shook his bead. 
"Did you Hayyim?" He too 
sbnlgged. "Alex, where did you get 

the l<ippab?" Yael asked slowly. 
"Shuk" (Ille market) be said 
smiling proudly. He bad gone to 
the mam:t on his own and bougltt 
a kippah, Truthfully, lie didn't 
undersland the oommilmeol behind 
the l<ippah but he had spent a 
summer with Jews be had admired 
and they wore kippot so be too 
wanled to .....,. a kippab. 

We changed a world this 
summer. The people we touched. 

the experiences we shared and the 
knowledge we gave to these 
Ruman Jews grappling to survive 
is immeaswable. At a crucial and 
vulnerable point in their lives, we 
walked in wilb a friendly smile, a 
handshake and the security that we 
cam! and wanted to help. They 
were grateful that we accepted 
them and we were grateful that 
they allowed us to, opening up 
their bea,\ll and mssling,ua. 

For ouf';g,ou_p, this was an 
incredibly powerful summer 
experience but then it was over and 
we returned to our lives and 
scltools in America. To the new 
Israelis, that was and continues to 
be their life. 

And so I am back in America. 
It is hard to function in mid· 
M"allhattan, remembering the pure 
soulaand shining eyes I left behind 
in NatzraL There is a purity and 
innocenCe to their existence that I 
yearn to be a pan of. I think of the 
work I did, the feelings of 
satisfaction and fulfillment ill the 
end of eveiy day and my heart is 
heavy with the burden of being far 
away from what was my reality 
this summer. Yet I wait for the not 
too distant day when I will be 
reunited with fews from all over 
the world and they will be greeting 
me u the new immigrunt. 

"For I will take you from among 
the nations and gather you out of 
an the counlries and will bring you 
inlo your own land. And-ye shall 
dwell in·illecllmd that I gave your 
fathers andye shall be my people 
and I will Ile your God." (Ezekiel 
36'.24.28} 

SCWwishes 
Rabbi Oratz 

a Refuah Shlemah 
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'Dimension' Magazine Publisher Supervises Dorm 
by Deborah Aharon and 

Rochelle Newman 
As residents of Brookdale Hall 

piled in 10 start the new academic 
year, even fonner residents were 
greeted by a new face. Over the 
duration of the summer, Mrs. 
Deborah Kenny was hired by 
Yeshiva University as the new 
Resident Supervisor to replace 
Mrs. Ilene Kupfennan who left the 

donn last June. In the same way 
as many students who entered the 
donn for the corning academic year 
had to make many adjustments 
with their new rooms and room

mates. Mrs. Kenny. too, was 
adjusting to a new life in Brookdale 
Hall. 

magazine publishing, called, 
"Writing for the Media." When 
she · contacted Dean Bacon 
regarding further part time 
employment, Dean Bacon 
suggested the job of dorm· 
supervisor. Mrs. Kenny was 
interviewed by Mn,. Zelda Braun, 
Director of Student Services al 
sew and was hired for the 
position. 

women is concerned, Rabbi and 
Mrs. Kenny are surprisingly very 
pleased considering the potential 
disturbances of usual donnilory 
life. Mrs. Kenny confimned that 
people are respecting the family's 
need for privacy, especially since 
the children demand their full 
attention. "I would think that Stem 
students are even more 
understanding and sensitive to this 
issue from their perspective as 
future mothers." Rabbi Yoel 
Kenny states that he is 

This adjustment. however. ha, 
gone quite ~moothly for her and 
her family. Her husband. Rabbi 
Yori Kl·nny. i . .., prc.,cntly,thc Rabbi 
at the Fur Ct:ntcr Synagogue on 

:!">th S1ree1 in Manhattan. At the 
,~m1c lime. he i:-. attending NYU in 
order to obtain hi, PhD in' Judaic 

Studic .... and 11 i~ therefore 
n~,:cs ... ary for lhe family to reside 
in 1hc city. Having moved from an 
aparlment not .far from Stern 
College. Rabbi and Mr .... Kenny 
and family arc used to life in 
Manhaltan. 

Mrs. Kenny was interested in a 
part-time position at Stem College 
which would enable her to spend 
time with her children as well. The 
Kcnnys have two young children, 
A vraham and Chava. Mrs. Kenny 
was already hired IO months ago 
hy Yeshiva University to teach a 
ne.w course at Stern C'oll,ege, in 

The position of Resident 
Supervisor includes administration 
of the donn, supervision over the 

·1resident assistants, availability in 
case of any emergencies and 
he'rping students with their 
personal problems. "Being able to 
help people is what I find most 
cnjoyahre about the dorm," said 
Mrs. Kenny. Since she was hired 
l'hl a pan time basis, she requests 
thar s1udcnts vi~it her only during 
office hours. 

Mn,. Kenny grew up in New 
Jersey and went to the University 
of Pennsylvania. While in college. 
~he began a personal search for the 
deeper meaning of life. She began 

to atlcnd Chabad activities and 
studied at Machon Alie. a 
Lubavitch Yeshiva for Ba'alot 
Teshuva in Safed, Israel, fora-year. 
She continued on to Columbia 
University for a Masters and PhD 
in education. 

Rabbi Kenny grew up in the 
Washington D.C. area and 
attended the University of Texas. 
He attended the ehabad House in 
Austin, Texas, and was Chozer 
Be'Teshuva at age twenty. 

As far as living amongst 561 

"comfortable with a Beit Midrash 
at his convenience and with the 
atmosphere of women so dedicated 
to Judaism." 

Both Rabbi and Mrs. Kenny 
enjoy the Jewish atmosphere that 
Stem College provides. In com
parisen with the previous 34th 
Street apartment, Brookdale Hall 
allows them to be a part o( 

something and make lasting 

Beit Midrash Continues to Thrive 
('onlinued from p. I 1 coL1 

accomplished. 
The counterpart oft~ Gemara 

~hiur is a class in Maimonidc ..... 
giveh hy Rahbi Saul Berman. Last 
year. when Rabbi Aberman taught 
the class, Rambam was u~ed as a 
framework for the general teaching 
of Halakha. Rabbi Benn an· s intent 
is to " ... make the course more 
focused on the specific gaining of 
skills related to Rambam." Rabbi 
Berman plans to critically study the 
fourteen books of the Mishneh 
Torah Over the course of the year. 
The objective is to gain insight into 
the working~ of Halakha, rather 
than focusing on the actual 
conclusions. Siudent-s· will be 

" ... looking back rather than 
forward." They will be exposed to 
many other writingS of the 
Rambam as well. 

Perhaps one of the most 
significant changes taking place 
this year involves' the addition of 
an intennediate Gemara shiur. The 
class will hopefully bridge the gap, 
and enable more students to 
participate in the study of Talmud. 
In the words of Rabbi Kanarfogel, 
"We now have that middle link." 

Rabbi Gideon Rothstein is 
teaching the intermediate shiur. 
According to Rabbi Rothstein, 
Rabbi Kahn's shiur has been 
moving up and becoming more 

complex. Now, new students who 
wish to learn Gemara can do so 
while acquiring skills- as well. 

Many of the students in Rabbi 
Kahn's shiur will graduate within 
the next year. The intermediate 
Talmud course will enable new 
students to move up to the 
advanced shiur. which will then be 
taught at the level of the new 
students. This "link" is more than 
just a convenient course. It will 
help to build a system within Stem 
College, so that ultimately a very 
large number of students will be 

able to participate in and enhance 
the Beil Midrash program. 

OBSERVER 

friendships as well. Mrs. Kenny 
said that living in the dorm in the 
middle of Manhanan. is, in the 
words of Rabbi Israel Miller, like 
"living in the eye of a storm." Mrs. 
Kenny also mentioned the built-in 
feature of babysitters. . 

Mrs. Kenny is also an 
entrepreneur. She publishes her 
own upscale Jewish magazine, 
11Dimension," whose first issue 
premiered in the spring of I 990. 
Many students are fascinated by 
the new sew dorm mother's 
recent publication; a magazine that 
was merely a glimpse of her 
imagination only a few years ago. 
"It's nice to know that the resident 
supervisor has other respon
sibilities than taking care of Stem 
women," commented Deena 
Cohen. SCW Junior. "Jewish Or
thodox women rarely take interest 
in the publishing field, especially 
magazine production." 

The magazine represents a 
culmination of life experiences and 
thoughts that Mrs. Kenny wished 
to filter out to the outskirts of the 
Jewish community. She described 
her hopes for the magazine as ··a 
way of reaching the people way out 
of bulls-eye range .... the thirty
something crowd. People from the 
'baby boomer age' don't see how 
Judaism has anything to 
offer. .. anything to enhance their 
lives," offered Mrs. Kenny when 
asked about her intentions ... 1 want 
to present new options that they 
didn't know existed." 
· Milch work went into such .in 

endeavour. Mrs. Kenny first met 
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with high level executives for ad
vice, read many books and at
tended seminars. Then she kepi 
busy compiling a business plan to 
present to investors. As a true 
businesswoman knows, one must 
first test the marlet before risking 
such an investment. She surveyed 
a wide range of Jewish readers, 
especially those who are 
unaffiliated and she received a 
very high response. Based on this 
survey Mrs. Kenny was able 10 

attract the attention of major 
advertisers like AT&T. The end 
result was a magazine that is sold 
in B. Dallon and Walden 
Bookstores nationwide. To Mrs. 
Kenny this endeavour is her, "life's 
work" so she is very, "committed 
to whatever it takes to get it done 
and keep it going." -

Although Mrs. Kenny was not 
hired as Resident Supervisor for 
her innate abilities for magazine 
publication, this trait st8Ilds out as 
an admirable quality that donning 
students and non-donning students 
alike may appreciate. "Mrs. Kenny 
is a welcome addition to the 
residence hall community," Mrs. 
Braun asserted, "and I am 
delighted to have her on the staff 
of the Office of Student Services." 

Mrs. Kenny shares this 
excitement for the forthcoming 
year as well. "So far everything is 
working out as I hoped ii would," 
she maintained. "I am really 
looking forward lo this position, 
where, besides the administrative 
work, I can lielj, people and do 
something worthwhile." 
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