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Influx From Israel 
Overcrowds SCW 

by D'vora Lauer 
Forced home. from Israel by 

hostilities in thj, Persian Gulf, 
nearly SO new sllldents registered 
for Stern's spring semester and 
applied for on..:ampus housing. 

Traditionally, spring enroll
ment is significantly lower than in 
the fall semester. The number of 
January graduates usually exceeds 
the number of transfer and new 
students. The academic catalog for 
the spring semester is geared to
warns this lower number. 

But this semester, many stu
dents in Israeli institutions of 
learning were either called home 
bt nervous parents or opted to 
leave a potential ''war zone" and 
elected to. complete the academic 
year in Siem. Approximately 3S of 
theSOslUdenla wezeenrolled in the 
YU Joint Israel Program, but all 
were able to resume their studies 
at Sew. . 

Because the arrival of an addi
tional SO students was not antici-

pated during this year's academic 
planning, the repercussions have 
been noticeably severe in current 
class sizes. According to Ethel 
Orlian, Assistant Dean of Sew, 
this influx of new students ac~ 
counts for the dramatic gap in the 
student-teacher ratio. 

Karen Bacon, Dean of sew, 
stated that the new surge of stu
dents led to an additional dilemma. 
Traditionally, the school and its 
insttuctors are wary of overly large 
classes, Stem, explained the dean, 
has always been "committed to the 
highest possible level of educa
tion" that is able to reach the larg
est number of students. This goal 
could be hampered by subjecting 
teachers to classes of overwhelm
ing proportions. 

And that is exactly what hap
pened. Courses that were closed 
during the early stages of registra
tion were re-opened to Cl]Sure that 
the returnees were able. to repter 
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YUSSR Students 
Return From Mission 

by Miriam Silber 
Yitz Rosenblum of The Rabbi 

Isaac Blchanan Theological 
Seminary, and Kevi Taragin of 
RIBTS and YC returned from 
Tallinn, Estonia OD Sunday, Feb
ruary 3, as the first round of the 
YUSSR program. Both said that 
being in Estonia took adjustment. 
yet, the program was basically 
what they expected. 

Their schedule involved teach
ing children during the day, and 
giving various seminars to adults 
at night. In addition, a Hebrew 
class was given to the teachers, and 
there were onegs in shut every 
other Shabbat for the children. 

Rosenblum and Taragin both 
expressed that thelews of Estonia 
appreciate their Judiasm much 
more than most Jews here do, as 

they have to sacrifice more in or
der to attain it. "The people in 
Russia actually ~ to learn," 
Taragin exclaimed. "The best part 
of the trip was knowing that the 
kids saw that Shabhat wasn't dead 
and buried, but is something that 
can really be done," Rosenblum 
voiced. 

One of the hardest problems 
dealt with was that of the language 
barrier. Taragin was able to com
municate as he picked up the lan
guage somewhat, and with the 
elderly, he was able to speak to 
them in Yiddish. To the kids it was 
easiest to communicate through 
body language, as they were still 
young enough to be uninhibited in 
expressing themselves in that 
manner. However, there were also 
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a,.ti11TR 
Demonstration Of 
by Rachel Schenker 

Its name: Operation Torah 
Shield. Its purpose: to provide 
spiritual support to Israel. Its cost: 
$50. 

As the January IS deadline 
that President Bush had placed on 
Iiaq to withdraw its troops from 
the invaded Kuwait crept closer, 
emotions abounded here at Ye
shiva University that mirrored the 
chaotic feelings of the rest of the 
world. Last finals, changing va
cation plans, and international 
problems were all coming to
gether and stressing out the 
calmest of YU students. 

Into this hectic hub of activity, 
a bomb- figuratively speaking
was dropped on Monday, Janu
ary 7. An anonymous dooor was 
sponsoring an Bl AI flight to Is
rael, with anticipated airival of 
the 400 oil board at Ben-Ourion 
airport on the same day that 
~ Hussein said he would 
dnlpa:liomb on Tel-Aviv. 

The logistics of the nip were 
simple. The cost for YU students 
was $SO - non-refundable, and 
$100 for others who wished to 
participate. Upon arrival, all 
participants in this spiritual in
fusion to Israel were supposed to 
learn for one week of their two 
week stay at any of the various 
Y eshivot in Israel. 

As it is wont to do, news of the 
upcoming trip spread like wildfire. 
There was a mad rush to obtain 
reservations. By 7 pm Monday, 
about !OOof the 120Sllldalts who 
signed up from sew were 
crammed into the 10th floor hall
way outsideofLisaLasher's ioom 
waiting with checks in hand. 
When it was obvious that all who 
wished to had already signed up, 
the remainder of the 170 applica
tions allpcated to sew were sent 
back uptown to satisfy the larger 
demand for them. 

Its initial popularity. though, 
did not successfully launch the 
project. Although all 400 seats 
wen, filled promptly, there were 
many cancellations in all stages 
of the planning. In addition. there 
were many technical problems. 

Rabbiffd4~~· 
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prolfll!li. 011:wllll!ll,Y~ Siu· 
denll,.VdlO llad ~ to learn 
there for, the yifr, • relUmmg 
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WU diuppoilltini to him; be. felt 
that esj,eclally at this time Israel 
needed all the assistance and sup
port it could get. 

The Torah Study Fund, to 
which the students made their 
checks payable, was a tax deduct
ible vehicle set up by Rabbi· 
Reiclmian for the purpose of col
lecting the checks. Rabbi 
Reichman, however, ended up 
playing no role. 

Althou1h he had originally 
taken on the responsibility, once 
the magnitude of the trip and the 
stir it was causing in homes 
throughout the Jewish community 
became clear, he withdrew his in
volvement for reasons ha did not 
wish to disclose. There were Iegal 
ramifications ofllability that were 
involved in his decision. 

After Torah Sindy Fund fell 
apart, another vehicle was needed 
to sponsor the lrip and collect the 
money. The Hebre\JII Institute of 
Riverdale, where Avi Weils is the 
rabbi, was the next gmup to step 
in. They too ended up playing DO 
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Thcentire~ofthe 
trip was taken .cait'of by YU 
students. "It WU eailieJy I 11111-
dent effort," 1aid · Andrew 
Goldsmith, one of the co
onlinatoll. "It is a tribute to the 
SIUdents of YU." , 
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Too Close For Comfort II 
One of the benefits of Stem College has always been the small, inti

mate classroom. The undivided attention teachers could afford individual 
students within this setting established a greater rapport between teacher 
and student. As a result, students could gain more from their classes, 
and teachers were better equipped to evaluate student progress and 
achievement. Recently, this close-knit environment has been suffering 
a setback, however. 

With the mass arrival of new students in the Spring semester, classes 
that were closed and were only intended to hold a certain number of 
students have reopened. This has led to various problems. One class, a 
Judaic studies class, became so full that the teacher requested students 
without co;,flicting schedules to move into that same class now being 
offered on another morning. Students who planned to work during that 
time or who specifically designated that time free were extremely upset 
at this treatment. 

In accommodating the needs of incoming students, the administra
tion should consider the students already here. That some of these 
students have been inconvenienced is unfair and intolerable. If a class 
is closed, new classes should be fonned to prevent the overcrowding 
that is occurring. Although the sincere attempt to provide dorm space 
for the new arrivals is truly commendable, the situation with classes 
stands as a separate issue. At times freshmen do not even belong in certain 
advanced classes. Some degree of exclusivity may allow students _to 
function comfortably in more appropriate surroundings. 

What Happened To Pesach? 
Ever since elementary school, Pesach vacation has been eagerly an

ticipated. It usually meant getting a few extra days off from school. As 
we got older, the time off from school was a great help to our mothers, 
who were frantically trying to get our homes ready for the Pesach fes
ti,,ities. We were able to do a lot of the shopping, cooking and cleaning, 

· -which-then-let our mothers havemore-time to take-care-of the-other jobs. 
But this year it will be different. SCW students will rush home after 

completing their last class on Thursday March 28, before the start of 
vacation, just in time to be a part of "bedikat chametz." The cleaning 
will have already been done and most of the cooking as well. Suddenly 
we will be guests in our own homes instead of active participants in the 
difficult preparations. 

-The situation for students who have to travel far distances in order to 
get home, nationally and internationally, is of even greater concern. They 
will have to miss classes in order to be with their families for Pesach. 

How can a school that calls itself a yeshiva before a university create 
such an offense? The student body relies on the administration to cal
culate such considerations as important ho_lidays into the academic 
schedule. If the administration is so concerned about having enough 
days of classes, then perhaps we should have been in school on December 
25. Although leaving adequate time for Pesach preparation should have 
been a previous consideration in arranging the academic calendar, 
nothing is Written in stone. It is still not too late to correct this insensi
tive.,error. 

Thumbs Up To Security 
Many students are quite irritated at having to constantly show their 

!D's to the guards. Several woman are quite obnoxious to the guards, 
and consistently whine employing the overused phrase "I left it upstairs, 
don't you know me by now?" The fact of the matter is, the guards are 
following orders, to safeguard the students• security! They are not trying 
to hassle, nor to annoy, but rather to simply do their jobs for our own 
benefit. Admitiedly, at times searching for an ID can be a nuisance, but 
it really only takes five seconds to dive into one's pocketbook and flash 
that orange card. (It takes only one second if you keep your ID attached 
to your coat.) · 

Though the chance of a terrorist attack in New York City is minute, 
no one can deny that because Stem College is a Jewish University, it is 
a perfect target for a deranged terrorist who wishes to fulfill the sick 
dreams of a man like Saddam. No one would ever think to question the 
security system of El Al airlines and the fact that one must arrive at the 
airport at least four hours in advance to go through a thorough security 
check. 

YU has now implemented their own security system. Incidentally, 
most other colleges require students to present identificattion as well. 
The security guards must be commended for their dilligent work, and 
their endless patience. Additionally, as Jews, we have the responsablity 
not to commit a Chillul Hashem. So the next time a guard asks for an 
ID, display it cheerfully, and be proud that Stem College has such 
competent security guards who care ,about their students. 
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NoShabbat 
Without Shabbaton? 
Dear Editor, 

I was astonished and disap
pointed with the accommodations 
provided for the many Stem stu
dents who decided to "stay in" for 
the Shabbat of finals, January 12. 

Firstly, it is "cutting it close" to 
schedule a final on a Friday after
noon in the middle of the winter 
when Shabbat starts so early. For 
those girls who made plans to 
travel home for Shabbat after the 
final it was a dangerous and nerve 
wracking journey, augmented by 
the snowstorm. These girls, luck
ily. made it home in time for 
Shabbat. 

I decided to stay in for that 
Shabbat, along with my friends, 
since we all had finals until late 
Friday afternoon and also on 
Sunday morning. When my 
roommates and I went to buy our 
Shabbat meals in the cafeteria, we 
discovered just two little pieces of 
chicken left! Realizing this to be 
insufficient, we deferred and went 
to buy food from Eden Terrace 
instead, which I might add was also 
cheaper. 

The administration, faculty and 
student council were all aware that 
over half of the student body was 
staying in for this Shabbat. Why 
then wasn't there adequate Shabbat 
food for everyone? Why weren't 
there arrangements made for the 
cafeteria to be open for the students 
to eat and a minyan organized for 
us to daven? Those of us who 
stayed had to fend for ourselves. 
If there are to be finals scheduled 
so late on Friday, then we should 
all think and plan a study 
Shabbaton in the future. Stem is 
not only a college; it is a yeshiva 
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as well and should institute a reli
gious atmosphere for Shabbat for 
its students. It would be more 

.pleasant and "Shabbatdik" if we 
could all eat together in the caf
eteria, daven together and study 
together. 

Sincerely, 
Rivka Evans 

SCW'93 

A Memory To Last 
More Than 8 Days 

Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the warm and 

evocative story concerning the 
Chanukah program for Soviet 
Jews, Yeshiva University and 
Stem College students. All of those 
involved hope we succeeded in 
truly creating "a memory to last 

· more than 8 days." 
I should also like to thank you 

for the inadvertent promotion I 
received in identifying me as the 
"Director of Youth Services at 
R.I.E.T.S." However, truth be 
known, I cannot tell a lie. That 
honor and responsibility belongs to 
my Supervisor and Teacher, 
Daniel Ehrlich. I am a Community 
Organization Intern from 
Wurzweiller School of Social 
Work and my position may not 
have been clarified to Sarita 
Rosenhaus that evening. 

While all of students involved 
made their individual contributions 
to the evenings- success, it was 
obvious that the participation of the 
Stem College women added a 
special ingredient. The ease and 
genuine sincerity with which they 
interacted with the guests and 
particularly the children helped 
tum a program into an experience. 

I am disappointed though that 
the residents of Brookdale didn't 
individually receive invitations as 

I had personally delivered them to 
the dorm the previous week and 
left them inside the mail room, as 
well as posting some on the front 
bulletin board. A greater effort, 
certainly on my part, will be made 
to include Stem College friends for 
the upcoming Purim and Passover 
holidays. 

Thank you once again for your 
warmth, enthusiasm and spirit. 

Sincerely, 
Marilyn Krasnow Bagley 

Community Organization Intern 

Milners 
Madness 

Dear Editor, 
As the roommate of four busi

ness majors, I have become in
creasingly aware of the hard work 
and dedication that goes into the 
running of Milner' s Market. 

Milner's Market, which has 
been almost non-existent in past 
years, has this year developed into 
a well run, efficient service for the 
Stem students. 

Unfortunately, many students 
do not realize the duties and re
sponsibilities that are required in 
order to provide a vast amount of 
items for the students' benefit. 

I find it extremely unfair that I 
often overhear students complain
ing about the_ lack of variety of 
items or the hours that Milner' s is 
open. These students obviously do 
not comprehend the time commit
ment, dedicaied by the Milner' s 
staff, to keep Milner's open during 
Reading Week, finals and ex
tended hours on Sunday. 

The staff of Milner' s does not 
deserve our criticism, but rather our 
support, praise and appreciation. 

Rena Flamlwlz 
SCW'9/ 



by Shoshana Levine pointment and even resentment in 
Five years ago at approximately the hearts of many. 

this.time of year, I returned from Each time my sister, who is 
anextraordinarilymeaningfultwo learning in Brovender's for the 
week trip to the Soviet Union, year, would call to provide the 
bubbling with excitement and with updated list of girls who had left 
stories about all the inspiring or had decided to leave, I could 
people I met who displayed cour- sense the disappointment and dis
age and strength that is clearly couragement in her voice. The 
unparalleled. overseas students who stayed felt 

Each time I would get up to deserted by all the students who 
speak in a synagogue or school, to left. Similarly, Israelis who had 
relay my unique experiences, ex- always believed that American 
plain what our special student suppon for Israel was thriving and 
mission had accomplished and perpetually stregnthening, felt de
describe all the Torah we taught to serted by world Jewry. 
those starving for it, I would find The managerof the Plaza Hotel 
myself unconsciously told us told us the night we arrived, 
renmrteratinithe ways in which I "It's funny how all the so-called 
had benefitted and the impact that solidarity trips from American 
the trip had had on me. Jewish organizations quickly 

I had always been taught that L packed up and checked out of the 
as all members of the Jewish na- country before the 15th." 
tion, must not stand by idly while When the "YU flight" arrived 
my brethren are suffering. "Kol in Ben-Gurion airpon, and hun
Yisrael areivim zeh Jazeh," all dreds of well-wishers, including 
Jews are responsible for one an- deputy foreign minister Binyamin 
other, has been ingrained in me Netanyahu were waiting to greet 
from the moment I entered this the travelers, the excitement about 
world, as it is ingrained within all the trip that, with the help of the 
of us as members of Am Yisrael. media had permeated throughout 

Travelling to Russia to teach Israel, was blaringly evident. 
Torah, boost morale and show The yeshiva students who met 
suppon; and-then-returning-with-a-- -us at-theKoteHhat night had been 

mission to heighten awareness of anticipating the arrival of the YU 
the plight of Soviet Jews, was the students who would be filling up 
first opponunity I had to accually the vacant seats in their batei 
put these ideals into action. midrash. 

This winter break I had that Learning was a vital aspect of 
meaningfu)opportunityonceagain the trip. The students who went 
when I travelled to hrael during were to spend the bulk of the trip 
these difficult times. learning in Israeli yeshivot. The 

Operation Torah Shield was fact that so many yeshiva students 
imponant for two main reasons. left the country to alleviate their 
Firstly, it was a tremendous boost fears and the fears of their parents, 
of morale for people in Israel. The caused pre- existing hostility be
fact that so many Jews were tween religious and secular Jews 
pouring out of the country to es- to be intensified. 
cape the dreaded January 15th The ongoing debate between 
deadline, was enough to not only the "army goers" and the citizens 
lower the morale- of those who who learn in yeshiva instead of 
stayed, but to generate disap- servinginthearmy,becameahuge 

by.Chayale Weismmn 
and Sharon Fischer 

In response to the recent article 
in THE OBSERVER about TAC, 
we would like to deal with a few 
of the issues raised In the article, 
TAC was described as "the reli
gious backbone of Stem." TAC is 
NOT the religious backbone of 
sew. Weneverclaimedtobeand 
we never will be. At Yeshiva 
University, the backbone of Jewish 
life is the collection of esteemed 
Rebbeim and Judaic Studies fac
ulty. The shiurim, courses, and 
guidance that they provide enable 
students to receive a solid educa
tion and apply this knowledge to
ward their daily actions. 

Accordingly, TAC attempts to 
be the "muscles" that keep that 
religious "backbone" strong. 
Through our programs, events, and 

. committees we try to spiritually 
enhance life for the Stern College 
woman. 

The anicle questioned why 
sew has only one council target
ing the religious needs of the stu
dents, whereas, "uptown at YC 
three student councils serve the 
variety of religious positions evi
dent in the different Judaic Studies 
programs." SCW only has one 
Judaic Studies program. Therefore, 
sew only hl!S one council en
compassing the various individuals 
that make up the entire student 
body. As a result, TAC has the 
awesome responsibility and obli
gation of catering to varied stu
dents' religious needs. We recog
ni21C that obligation and therefore, 
as soon as the year began, TAC 
-memben distributed welcome 
packages to every room that in-

focus at this time, as pictures of 
yeshiva studems boarding El-Al 
planes on their way out of Israel, 
were plastered all over Israeli 
newspapers. 

As religious Jews, we under
stand the imponance of learning, 
and the necessity to keep learning 
strong, even from a military 
· standpoint Those who learn claim 
that by learning they are serving 
their country as strongly as those 
serving in the army. Yet, many of 
them left Israel when the "going 
got tough." 

True, the American State De
partment announced that all those 
angaged in "non-essential activi
ties" in Israel should "consider" 
leaving the country. But is that 
what learning Torah comes down 
to-"non-essential activity?" 

In a le:ter printed in the Israeli 
newspaper, YatedNe'eman, a ye
shiva student questioned the pos
sible hypocrisy in a Jetter he wrote 
to his parents explaining to them 
why he was remaining 'in Israel. 

"The non-religious never stop 
talking about how unfairly the 
burdens of society are distributed, 
with their sons forced to take three 
years out their lives for the army 
and to subject themselves to real 
physical danger, whileb'nei Torah 
are allowed to sit in yesbivot doing 
precisely what they most want to 
do. Our answer is that it is the 
zechus of Torah which protects 
Eretz Yisrael. 

"The secular majority can't re
ally be expected to understand that, 
but if we ourselves don't believe it 
and act accordingly, aren't we 
'parasites 'like they say? And if I 
really believe in the power of 
Talmud Torah, how can I just pick 
up and leave at a time when mil
lions of Jews are in danger, and not 
only deprive them of the merit of 
my Torah, but risk aclding to the 
destruction of a place of Torah?" 

) 
eluded a description of all differ
ent TAC committees! This was 
intended for the student body to 
become more aware of the services 
and opponunities that TAC pro
vides. We hoped that all students 
would get involved and contribute 
to the programs. 

It was noted that "TAC most 
commonly attracts the type of 
students that falls into a specific 
category." If this is true, it is be
cause the girls who aren't in
volved, choose not to be involved 
Unfonunately, TAC has been ste
reotyped as an organization that 
only caters to certain women. This 
is not our intention. Our wide va
riety of events reflects the wide 
variety of student interest. 

TAC is especially proud of the 
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So news of a flight filled with 
400 American yeshiva students 
arriving in Israel on January 15th 
was a tremendous Kiddush 
Hashem. 

However, as important as the 
trip was for Jews in Israel, it was 
equally, if not more, important for 
those of us who went. 

The sense of unity that penne
ated throughout Israel was unpar
alleled. The sense of mission and 
tense excitement was felt like 
never before. The camaraderie at 
the supermarket and on buses as 
strangers shared their stories and 
experiences, was unique and in
spiring. 

The feelings that engulfed me 
as I sat in a sealed room in 
Brovender's, wearing a gas mask, 
knowing that every person in the 
country was doing the same, was 
indescribable. 

I envisioned Yitzchak Shamir, 
prime minister of Israel, Rav 
Shapira, Ashkenazic chief rabbi, 
Ami Ben-Natan, Jerusalem taxi 
driver, Ophira Ibraham, 12-year
old Ethiopian girl and Boris 
Kosolevsky, who had just arrived 
from Leningrad one week earlier, 
all sitting in incubators as I was, 
looking like aliens with the masks, 
listening intently to army spokes
man Nachman Shai giving in
structions over the radio. 

After having spent a year in 
Israel and having travelled there on 
different occasions at least five 
times, I realized for the first time 
what a national homeland means, 
and what being deeply rooted to a 
land really feels like. For the first 
time I felt lilce I really belonged. 
Ironically, living through the war 
proved to be the ultimate absorp
tion experience. Perhaps that's 
why the Russian olim continued 
pouring into the country between 
missile attacks. 

But, as all things come to an 

end, IIOW l'm back, as are all of us 
who had the inctedibleoppmtunity 
to be inlsrnel at thiuime. And it's 
not easy. It's not easy to sit here 
helplessly watching CNN news 
and hearing on the radio that Imel 
was attacked. It's difficult to COD· 
jure up the ienor I feh when l was 
jolted awake by the deafening ulren 
that finit Thursday night. 

But it doesn't end here. It 
doesn't end with a pat on the back 
and acknowledgement that Israel 
was greal and our two week "va
cation~~ is over. 

Now is the critical time. Just-as 
it was for the nine of us who trav
elled to Russia five years ago, this 
period since ~·ve ietumed is the 
most crucial time. it is the time to 
increase awareness of thesilUBllon 
in Israel, to Jews here in America 
as to the rest of the world. It's the 
time for all Jews to show our 
identification with lsrac' despite 
the fact that we' re 6,000 miles 
away. 

Unification with Israel through 
learning, prayer and political in
volvement is the affirmation of our 
faith in the future of Medinat 
Yisrael, and our declaration to the 
world that we have survived and 
that we will continue to survive. 

Operation Torah Shield was 
one response to the situation. 
Completely organi7.ed by students, 
the trip was just one example of the 
colossal difference we students can 
make. We cannot simply sit back 
and leave Jewish leadership to 
others - to those older and more 
experienced than we are. 

It is about time we begin to in
ternalize thos<) values that our 
parents, teachers and e<mllllunities 
have instilled in us, and to put those 
ideals into action. It is our job now 
to fulfill our lmllelldous respon
sibility not as future leaders of Kial 
Yisrael, but as leaders of today. 

EDENTEWCE 
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Off Campus Courses Available 
An l!(lvance<I biology cowse in Alben Einstein College of Medicine, 

and an English Literature elective given at the uptown campus for ad
vance<! English students, courses that have not been accessible to Stem 
~nts in the_ past, have become av~lable with the launching of the 
spnng semester. ; 

1be course at Einstein, available to bOth Stem College and Y esh1va 
College students, tided Cunent Topics in Biology, is given once a week 
from 7:45 to 9:25 p.m. A different biologist is brought in on alternate 
weeks to lecture on his\Jier field. which include various recent studies in 
the biological sciences. , 

Each lecture is preceded by a shon class given by Dr. Potvin to brief 
the S1Udents on"the material that the speaker will be covering. 

Transporlalion is provided for both sew and YC to thellinslein campus. 
1beodleroffcampuscourseis"ModemPoetty,"givenbyYCprofes

sor Dr. Will Lee. Because Ibis specific course was not available as part of 
the sew cwriculum, a group of sew students approached Dr. Lee last 
semester and requested that he teach a class to women. 

After working out the logistics with sew Dean Karen Bacon, the 
women registered for the course as a directed study, and travel uptown 
Monday nights for a weekly two-and-a-half hour class. 

SCW Beefs Up Security 
The three credit course, focusing on poetty analysis and writing refine

ment. can be counted loward an English basic or major requirement. 

Extended Library Hours 
In response to student request, the H¢i Steinberg Library hours were 

extended at the beginning of the semester. The library, which in the past 
has been open until 11 :30 p.m. or 12:00 a.m. depending on the day, now 
remains open Sunday through Wednesday nights until 1:00 a.m. 

To funher accomodate the SCW students, the hours of the Shoe! 
Umeshiv have been extended. Rabbi Daniel Greenwald is available 

Ephraim Halivni.is present Tuesday and Thursdays from 9:00 a.m, to 
12:00p.m. 

In addition, the librarians are proud to announce the availability of 
newly printed pathfinders to assist students in finding the material that 
they may need. 

Food Program Update 

by Laura Gordimer 
Due to the recent events in the 

Persian Gulf, Yeshiva University 
has tightened its security. In con
junction with the New York City 
Police Department, YU has held 
special officers' training sessions 
to deal with crisis situations. 

Chief of Security Donald J. 
Sommers emphasizes, "There has 
been no particular threat against 
the l]niversity," and "operations 
with!f [YU) itself are quite nor-

that "it is a wise and prudent se
curity practice to anticipate all 
possibilities and plan accord
ingly." 

Student participation involves 
the possession of a school photo 
identification card, which must be 

carried or worn in its distributed 
plastic holder at all times on 
campus. 

The consensus of woinen at 
Stem College tends to agree with 
Sommers' views. SCW junior 
Rivky Shuchatowitz believes that 
the university's stricter security 
code is a positive step in light of 
Hussein's intimidating threats of 
international terrorism. Senior 
Yael Valier sunnises that the need 
to show one's ID card is "annoy-
. , " . i,-preferable 
to take preventive measures than 
to deal with the alternative. 

Bums security officers simi
larly support the University's 
tightened methods. Sonia 
Vazquez deems the situation im
proved because crowds are pre-

vented from forming in the lobby 
of Brookdale Hall; furthermore, 
the new ID enforcement measures 
"restrict strangers from entering 
the school building." Another 
Bums official was pleased with 
the additional security officers on 
duty. 

Vazquez does· not think that 
Stem College will be a terrorist 
target "because we are an isolated 
area." Nevertheless, she confirms, 
"When you've got tight security, 
oothing-wi1H1appen!' 

Chief Sommers asserts that 
these security steps "should have 
been done a Jong time ago" and 
"will definitely continue." Both 
he and a Burns official praise the 
overall co-operation of YU's 
student body. 

On Tuesday February 11, I 991, the Food Services Committee, in 
conjunction with the Food Services Depanment at YU, met in order to 
better serve the students who patroniz.e the cafeteria. 

YU Co-Sponsors Model UN 
The.two main problems on the agenda were the Jong lunch lines on 

Tuesdays and Thursdays and the scheduling conflict dinner presents to 
students with evening classes on Monday and Wednesday. 

A First For Yeshiva High School Studenfs 

A solution for each was proposed and will be implemented on a trial 
basis until Pesach vacation. A new eatery will be opened in Koch Audi
torium, called "Garden of Eatin"', from 12 to 2 p.m. on Tuesdays and 
'Iliursdays for dining club members only. A variety of cold items will be 

_ sold, ranging from a salad bar to pre-packed sandwiches. 
' A 'group of students had requested later dinner hours on Mondays and 

Wednesdays because their classes extended throughout the current hours. 
In order to accomodate student needs, the cafeteria is extending its monday 
and wednesday hours until 7:30 p.m., and offering all students the option 
of pre- orderihg their food earlier in the day, and simply picking up their 
pre-paid. hot meal when they finish classes. This service is extended to 
all students who wish to pre-order and pre-pay. 

"For The Love Of Learning" 

by Miriam Granatstein 
From Sunday, February 3 

through Tuesday, February 5, over 
200 high school students, repre
senting 15 Jewish day schools 
throughout the country, joined to
gether at the Ramada Rennasaince 
in New Brunswick, New Jersey to 
form the first model UN specifi
cally designed for Jewish students. 

The program was initiated by 
YU students, in order for other 
Jewish students to have the op
portunity to participate in a model 
UN which is usually unavailable 
to observant students because of 
kashrut problems ·and sessions 
taking place on Shabbat. 

On the same day that Jews from all around the world united for a day The program, called. yeshiva 
of Torah leammg, Sunday February 10, Amit Women in cooperation University Network Model United 
wnh the Rebecca Ivry Judaic Studies Depanment of Stem College, Nations (YUNMUN), was co-
sponsored an all women's Torah Seminar entitled "For the Love of sponsoredbyYeshivaUniversity's 
Leaming - Women Teaching Women." office of admissions and Torah 

The general theme of the various study groups held was "Biblical High School Network. · 
Families: Studies in Relationships." Stem College· alumnae, Caroline The idea to form this type of 
Peyser, Judy Bambc;rger, and Chana Tannenbaum joined the ranks of the model UN was first conceived by 
women leading sessions and spoke on the topics: "Cain and Abel," "Jo- YU students Seth Frolich, 
seph and His Brothers," and "Ponraits of~ Biblical Mother," respec- Adrienne Goldfeder and Avi 
lively. Mitzner on the bus returning from 
. The "'.ell-attended event was held in Stem College's Koch Audito- the model UN at University of 

num which overflowed with a heterogenous crowd of women from Pennsylvania last spring. 
· throughout the New York Metropolitan Area. "We were discussing how Ye-

Selma ~erm~. an Amit member who was involved in planning the shiva high schools unfortunateiy 
event, attributed its success to the "growing moinentum and interest in ' miss out on great opportunities 

._w_o'-'m'-'e'-'n'-'s:;..l:.;eam==-in:2:..·"-----,--' -----------' manytimes,suchasthemodel UN, 

because there are no accomo
dations for them. We decided that 
it would be great if we could actu
ally create a model UN for Torah 
observant high school students," 
remarked Goldfeder. 

The students fonned a· Secre
tariat consisting of a Secretary 
General, Frolich, and two director 
generals, Goldfeder and Avi 
Mitzner. Reuven Harow, a YC 
senior, was in charge of budgeting 
the affair, and David Matkowsky, 
also a YC senior, served as Chief 
of Staff, making sure- all the 
preparations were going as 
planned. 

The program consisted of four 
UN sessions discussing topics such 
as disarmament, the disabled, the 
environment and the Persian Gulf. 
Each high school represented one 
or two countries, depending on the 
size of the school. There were also 
eight committees consisting of 
delegates from various countries. 
Each committee was assigned 
three topics, and was supposed to 
discuss them and pass resolutions 
which then go to the General As
sembly to be \lecided upon. Eric 
Meltzer, a YC junior, served as the 
head of the Security Council. 

The high school students basi
cally conducted the sessions on 

their own and were well prepared 
in their knowledge of the rules of 
procedures. 

Tamar Krantman, a senior from 
Block Yeshiva high school in St 
Louis representing Brazil re
marked, "after weeks of prepara
tion, it was great to actually take 
part in the sessions. The entire 
program was phenomenal. It was 
so exciting to feel like I could ac
tually have a say in decisions 
which can affect the entire world." 

Three YU students served on 
each committee as a Chair, Assis
tant Chaij- and Rappartuer, who 
made surelhat all of the rules were 
being followed. Shana Kaye, who 
served as assistant Chair on the 
Special Political committee stated 
that "the high school students were 
incredibly prepared. They really 
made all the decisions and took it 
very seriously." 

The program also included 
three sessions, one on each day, 
which were mostly directed at Is
rael related issuses. Dr. Firestone, 
a professor of Political Science at 
YU spoke at the opening program 
about the possible future of Israel 
post-Gulf War Crisis. 

On Monday night, following a 
special dinner, Marco Greenberg, 
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by Sarita kosenhaus 
Careersinnutritionofferavast 

numberofjobopportunitiesandare 
up and coming in Israel, said Helene 
Benovitz, a registered dietician and 
certified diabetes educator, when 
she lectured to 30 sew students 
during Club Hour on Wednesday, 
January 30. 

"Nutritionisathingofthefuture," 
Benovitz stated. "lhere are many 
career options to choose from, and 
pay and prestige are rising." 

A college biology major, 
Benovitz taught high school biol
ogy and general science before she 
decided to pursue a masters at 
NYU's School of Education, 
Health, Nursing and Arts Program 
(SEHNAP). Although she recom
mends the 40 credit masters pro
gram, she said that it is not essen
tial in order to successfully pursue 
a nutrition career. 

Alternatively, students can 
complete the American Dietetic 
Association Plan IV, which is a 
sponsored, six month internship; 
students are then eligible to take the 
R.D. exam. Nevertheless, she 

remarlced that earning this degree 
talces about one year and better 
prepares people for the work 
experience. 

She then mentioned some of the 
various occupations available to 
nutritionists. These possibilities in
clude working in a food service di
vision, in which a person develops 
and analyzes new products, work
ing in clinics qr on research projects, 
dealing with cancer care or preven
tive medicine, writing health books, 
or consulting a group home, corpo
rate health program, health club, or 
weight loss program. 

Another career possibility in
volves private practice. Benovitz, 
who opened her own practice in her 
husband's office of endocrinology, 
advises worl<lng in a hospital first. 
"I worked for two years at Albert 
Einstein Hospital," she said. "This 
step is crucial when planning to open 
your own office because you can 
gatherclientele and deal with doctors 
who can refer their patients to you." 

Benovitz added that another 
benefit of worl<lng in a hospital is 
the increased salary, which was 

raised from $20,000 to $30,000 in 
the last two years. However, she 
finds private practice more rewanl
ing and less lime consuming. Being 
her own boss and making her own 
hours allows her to be at home with 
her family and to take on additional 
jobs. Once a month she consults a 
group home, and once a week she 
worlcs at St. Lqke's Roosevelt hos
pital at the Oinic for Performing 
Artists. 

While nutritionists can find a 
wide array to choose from in 
America, possibilities in Israel are 
narrower but currently growing. 
Although Israel is still not as ad
vanced in the nutrition field, there 
is a mounting concern over health 
and eating healthy foods, Benovitz 
explained. However, despite the 
heightened health awareness, He
brew University is currently the 
only school that trains people in this 
profession. 

The lecture concluded with 
questions from the students and a 
mini-smorgasboard complete with 
nutritious snacks and fruit juices 
provided by the Stem cafeteria. 

Revenues Being Raised To Rebuild 
by Banji D. Latkin 

Project Rebuild,- a fund stems 
ming from the YUSSRSJ, the 
Yeshiva University Student Spiri
tual Revival of Soviet Jewry, is 
"split between the physical and 
spiritual needs of the Jewish 
People," according to YC senior 
David Borowich. This ·newly 
fonned fund is to raise money for 
the victims of Saddam Hussein's 
SCUD missile attacks on Ramat 
Gan, Tel Aviv. 

The way the fund plans on 

raising money is modeled after the 
· Freedom i'und ·of last year, for 
which each student was asked to 
give at least eighteen dollars. 
Borowich said that they will be 
asking for a little more money this 
year because of the gravity of the 
current situation in Israel. 

"They [the students] will be 
helping the Soviet Jews gain a 
stronger sense of Torah identity, as 
well as helping the victims by 
building shelters." The money will 
aid in all aspects of rebuilding the 

emotional and physical destruction 
that has been a result of the crisis 
in the Gulf. 

"Our goal this year is $50,000. I 
believe it is attainable," Borowich 
emphatically stated. Monday, Feb
ruary 18, is thedatesetforthefund
raising drive to be launched. A 
group of individuals have been se
lected to solicit money from the 
students. All faculty that wishes to 
contribute are encouraged to to so 
and should contact Ceil Levinson, 
secretary of the dean at YC. 

Russtan &Iris 
Join Stern Once Again 
by Ann Diament 

This year's Tu B'Shvat could 
have passed without event, as there 
was little time to prepare for any 
type of programming with the 
holiday occurring so soon after the 
new semester began. 

Yet L-E Kagan, sew junior, 
inspired by the success of the 
Chanukah party for Russian Jews 
held at Belfer Hall, organized a 
joint Tu B 'Shvat party for Russian 
Jews and Stem College students. 

After gaining immediate sup
port from the Torah Activities 
Comittee and assurance from Jeff 
Socol of transportation for the 
Russians from Washington 
Heights to Stem, the plan was sei. 
Invitations were extended and a Tu 
B 'Shvat party was planned. 

The event was both fun and 
educational. The "pass the pack
age" game, where a layer of paper 
is removed from the package by 
players as it is passed around, be
came informative. As each layer 
was removed, there was an inquiry 

about Judaism or a q\MlSl!on on the 
interpretation of~ wonls kr 
be answered. In addltioli there were 
new fruits for "shehecbiyanu," 
divrei Torah were delivered, and 
Hebrew songs were taught and 
learned. 

The event ended in spirited 
dancing by all present. "It was a 
very nice event and the girls were 
really into it," commented Kagan. 

When the program ended, 
though reluctant to leave, the en
thused Russians went dancing into 
the awaiting vans. Miriam Hammer, 
sew participant, remarked that 
"they [the Russians] really enjoyed 
the party and were very touched." 

Following the program, several 
Russian girls remained behind 
begging Stem students to organize 
further programs. 

In response to the girls' re
quests, Kagan promised that 
"judging from the enthusiasm for 
and success of this event, there 
certainly will be more programs 
forthcoming." 

Israel's Ecology On Tu B 'ShvatAgenda 
by Lori Turkel 

In an effort to show support for 
Israel a special assembly devoted 
to learning was held on 'ru 
B-'Shvat, January 30, in Lamport 
Auditorium at Yeshiva 
University's uptown campus. 
More than 1,400 elementary and 
high school yeshiva students from 
the metropolitan area attended the 
two hour program. 

1he program, sponsored by the 
Board of Jewish Education (BJE), 
was entitled "A Day of Unity 
Through Learning" and was de
signed to help students in America 
express solidarity with their 
counterparts in Israel. 

Organized by the Yeshiva El
ementary and High School Prin
cipals' Council, the program in
cluded eyewitneSs accounts of the 
situation in Israel, a shiur about 
Israel and its ecology, and recita
tion of prayers for the safety of 
Israel and the allied troops. Israeli 

..... Consul General Uriel Savir ad
dlessed the students and educators 
from the Israeli point of view. 

The assembly began with rep
resentatives from Operation Torah 
Shield Andrew Goldsmith and 
Shoshana Levine addressing the 
audience that was c·omprised 
mainly of high school seniors, 
many of whom are anticipating 
spending the upcoming year 
learning in Israel. 

Levine relayed personal ac
counts of her experiences in Israel 
and emphasized the meaningful 
learning that was the focus of the 
trip. She stressed the importance of 
learning in Israel at this time when 
schools in Israel are emptying out 
as many American students are 
being forced to rewm to America. 

Goldsmith emphatically told 
his audience that Israel's survival 
is not questionable, because ulti
mately, Israel will survive and will 
prevail over her enemies. "The 
problem which should petplex all 
American Jews," he explained, 
"should be whafthey can do to help 
and show concern." 

Dr. Alvin Schiff, executive vice 
president of the BJE,succcc:dt,dthe 

YU students and explained the 
importance of the topics of the 
lectures, stating that "this year, our 
hearts are heavy because of the 
damage being done, not only to 
Israel's innocent people, but to its 
ecology and the ecology of the 
entire Gulf region." 

Savir reiterated the general 
message of the day, stressing to the 
students the importance of unifica
tion with Israel during these diffi
cult time&. "Everything you people 
do here makes a huge difference," 
he told his young audience. 

Dr. Norman Lamm, president 
ofYeshivaUnivenityandkeyllole 
speaker of the assembly, ti.I de
livered a shiur to the SIUdents. He 
explained the important role that 
nature plays in Judaism. "N11111re 
cansurvivewithoutman, "besaid, 
"but not vice vcna. Man may uti
liz.c the products of DIIIURO,llut with 

. limitations." 
A recitation of Tehilim and 

prayers for the peace ofbothlarael 
and the allied troops led by Cantor 
Sherwood Goffin concluded the 

,,,_,_j\, 

.., __ ,, 



-

by Brigitte Saft'ran 
It is not often that representa· 

tives of a faith come fotward and 
recognize the fallacies on which 
their religion is based "Shadow on 
the Cross" is a disturbing film that 
confronts the Christian roots of 
anti-semitism, the Christian ide-\ 
ology that shaped much of the Nazi 
thought and the role that the 
Church played in the Holocaust. 

The audience also witnesses a 
rare but significant recognition by 
members of the clergy of the 
wrongful persecution of the Jew, 
as well as their aspiration for 
Judeo-Christian n,lations that are 
based on tolerance and acceptance 
instead of hate and proselytism. 

Since the beginning of Christi
anity, contempt for the Jewish 
people has been an integral part of 
their religious teachings. The film 
"Shadow on the Cross," directed 
by Mr. Malcolm Feuerstein, deals 
with the situation of the Church in 
the post-World War II era. 

Members of various Christian 
denominations spoke about the re
examination of the Church in re
action to the atrocities of the Ho
locaust. They acknowledged that 
the Church created an atmosphere 
of hatred towards the Jew - an at
mosphere that was conducive to 
the Nazi acts. 

Christian teachings refer to the 
Jews ·as·!lle murderers of--inetr· 
savior; they hold the conviction 
that the Jew is a denier of the 
messiah and is evil for shunning 
the truth. The Christian teachings 
tum the Jew into Satan's accom
plice and the root of all evil. 

The history of the Jews living 
in the Christian world is marked by 
restrictions of rights, physical op
pression, expulsion and eventually 
massacre; all of which originated 
with the Church. [This film is 
disturbing in that it presents the 
realization that a good Christian is 
· a ••goodn anti-semite and a "good'' 
anti-semite is a good Christian.] 

Tl}e film explains that a shadow 
is ~ast on the crvss by the reality 
that the events of the Holocaust 

- were not conceived by Hitleror the 
German people, but rather they 
were a continuation of the devel
opment of Christian thought. The 
Holocaust can be traced back to a 

long line of Christian anti- and would not return to their land 
semitism rooted in the foundations until the "second" coming of the 
of Christianity. messiah. The emergence of a 

Components of German perse- Jewish state leaves many dissatis
cution and alienation ofJews such fied with Christianity. 
as the burning of books by Jewish The film's director, Mr. 
authors, the yellow badge and the Feuerstein, wbo was invited by the 
enforced ghettos, were all intro- JewishStudentsNetworkofYeshiva 
duced by the Church. The catas- University to speak, explained that 
trophes of the Holocaust were ex- the clergy he had spoken to, in
ecuted by Christians who were cludingelderlynunswbospenttheir 
following the teachings of their whole lives trying to "save" Jews, 
leaders, leaders such as Rev. Mar- admitted that Christianity has been 
tin Luther. on a false path. 

The most fascinating scene of After 2,000 years of Church 
thefilnri:s-:rfantasygquence1hin- ·iristory;documents;writings; and 
depicts the Gestapo arresting a teachings which created the 
young Jesus of Nazareth. Nazism, mythological Jew in the likeness 
faithful to Christianity, punishes of Satan, how does the modem 
the Jews for deicide, crucifixion of Christian deal with reality? Should 
Jesus, the blood libels and des- 2,000yearsofhistorybedestroyed 
ecration of the host. Ironically, while they start in a new direction 
though, if Jesus was alive today, to replace their old mistakes? Or 
he too would have been deported should they close their eyes and 
and killed. continue their lives in denial of 

There are many priests in the what happened? 
film who take a stand which is Alotof"Godfearing"Christians 
radical within Christianity. They committed the most barbaric acts 
represent the view that the Jew against humanity. The most crucial 
should no longer be looked upon thing for Christians to do today is 
as a soul to save from Satan by deal with and confess the reality. 
conversion or death, but rather as "Shadow on the Cross" powerfully 
the original people of the Bible. brings this issue out in the open. It 

It is- very difficult for clergy, is a film that will raise the con· 
within the theology of the Church, sciousness of all wbo see it 
to admit that the Jews are not The damage is done. Once the 
damned to wander the earth and seeds of hate are scattered, no 
eventually disappear. For many matter how hard one tries to pluck 
years the Church preached that the out the weeds, they will always 
Jews were exiled for their "sin," grow and do their hann. 

TRC>LVSIS 
BARBARA LEIBOWITZ LOOKING 

FORA 
BASS 

PLAYER 
TO PLAY 

WITH 

50 West 34th Street (Room 16A6) 
The McAlpln House -across from Macy's 

NewYork, N.Y.10001 
239-0783 

member 
AMERICAN ELECTROLOGY ASSOCIATION 
NEW YORK ELECTROLYSIS ASSOCIATION 

also 
INTERNATIONAL GUILD OF 

PROFESSIONAL ELECTROLOGISTS 
strict stenllzatton procedures observed sa!EH;omfortable 

-permanent results computenzed multiple galvanic 
method referred by physicians speclallzlng In both 

problem and cosmettc cases 
SPECIAL OFFER 
1/2 PRICE OFF ARST 

1/2 HOUR TREATMENT. 

YU 
ROCK GROUP 

CALL: 923-7592 
RU612 

<s:@@ITIT@~®~ @IT@W ~UIT~llil~ 
B>@~fu@U~®@[lm 

(Meade in France) 
Variety of Colors 

See Esther: Brookdale Hall rtoom 70 
212-532-4279 

Network Plans 
· Spring Agenda 
by Adeeva Laya Graubard 

On Wednesday February 6, the 
Jewish Students' Network held its 
first meeting of the spring 
semester. The goal of the meeting 
was to set the spring semester 
agenda and to discuss which 
projects were of the greatest con
cern. 

Network, according to YC 
representitve Kalman Sporn, is "a 
Jewish students organization that 
believes in helping other Jewish 
students." These students are in
terested in "good things for fellow 
[Jewish) students and Jewish 
people in general." 

"And," added Brigitte Saffran, 
SCW's representitive in Network, 
"Network is involved in political 
and social problems that affect the 
Jewish community." 

The students involved in Net
work are not just from YU. Other 
members bail from Cofumbia 
University, NYU, Hunter, Brook
lyn and Queens Colleges. In ad
dition. there are highly successful 
branches of the organization in the 
Midwest; Montana, California, 
Utah, Boston and Canada. 

Network is divided into indi
vidual task forces, with each one 
dealing with a specific area of 
concern to the Jewish com
munity. Some of the groups deal 
with Ethiopian Jewry, recent 
Russian immigrants and present
day, war-tom Israel. 

Two areas which are highly 
prioritized on this semester's 
agenda are cults and missionaries 
on various college campuses, and 
the Jews in Syria. In order to 

combat the cults and missionaries, 
Network plans to train students 
from all participating colleges in 
weekly classes: After they have 
completed their training, they will 
go out onto the campuses and re
fute the missionaries' arguements. 

The concerns in Syria include 
native Jews, who are severely op
pressed, and the eight Israeli 
POWs who are being held captive 
in Syria. In an effort to publicize 
their plight, student rallies and 
demonstrations are being planned. 

Another new program this se
mester is the Big Sister/Big 
Brother program. As a Big Sister 
or Big Brother, an sew or YC 
student will be set up with a child 
who is in need of extra 
attention. The child comes either 
from a broken home, a low income 
family where both parents work 
several jobs or has a tenninally ill 
sibling. 

The few hours a week that the 
two spend together, either going on 
a trip, helping with homework or 
just talking, will provide the child 
with much needed one-on-one at
tention. 

In order to participate in any of 
these programs, all one has to do 
is contact the local Network 
representitive. In addition, there 
will be bi-monthly open meetings 
at the main Networlc office during 
which studc;nt participation is 
strongly encouraged. 

As Sporn emphasized, "When 
something of con.sequence hap
pens to the Jewish community, it's 
the students who should be out 
there, helping the situation." 



SJi•iltilW:.:.:: .................. ·-··--- _ . . . T' uv· ·.,.;,;,...,.,.,· ........... .....,,:o.._....11,a 

New Programs Implemented Feature 
Exploration Into Yemenite Heritage 

by Deborah Aharon 
Yemenite student Yair Yaish, 

currently attending Yeshiva 
University's Rabbi Isaac Elchanan 
Theological Seminary, pioneered to 
Los Angeles, California on January 
21 to assist a newly formed 
Yemenite congregation in learning 
their religious traditions through 
public and private lectures and 
classes. 

The Institute of Yemenite Stud
ies, a component of the Jacob E. 
Safralnstitute of Sephardic Studies, 
asked Yaish to spend two weeks 
assisting the congregation in 
strengthening its familiarity with 
Yemenite tradition. Yaish is a resi
dent of Borough Park's Yemenite 
community in New York. 

The idea to send a learned 
Yemenite representative to assist 
the Yemenite community in LA 
stemmed from a discussion be
tween Rabbi Mitchell Serels, As
sociate Director of the Safra In
stitute of Sephardic Studies, and 
Rabbi Moshe Benzaquen from Los 
Angeles. During his visit to LA in 
mid-November, Rabbi Serels was 
informed that a Yemenite congre
gation was just formed and was 
meeting in the Ashkenazic syna
gogue of Congregation B 'nai 
David Judea and were looking for 
direction. 

Since Yaish was raised within 
the Yementte,radition;·Rabbi 
Serels felt that he would be an 
appropriate teacher and influence, 
and therefore "made the 
Shidduch." He further noted, "This 
would be an opportunity to help 
another Yemenite Minyan to 
function." 

Before departing, Yaish pre
pared a series oflectures including 
material on how to start a syna
gogue. Upon delivering the pre
pared material, Yaish attracted I 5 
to 20 people per lecture. Even 
those who were not Shabbat ob
servers attended the lectures, ac
cording to Yaish. 

Realizing that Yemenite Jews 
are generally well versed in Jewish 
law, Yaish prepared classes trac
ing the roots of their unique cus-

toms. He demonstrated how their 
customs are derived from halacha. 
"My goal was to instill in the Jews 
a greater degree of pride in their 
Yemenite heritage," he explained. 

"He was very well received," 
commented Rabbi Serels. There 
were even those that expressed 
interest in sending their children to 
Yeshiva University. This was the 
first time this has been done for a· 
Yemenite community and was 
funded by the Yemenite commu
nity as well. 

Upon his return from Los An
geles, Yaish seemed enthused 
about that which was accom
plished. He remarked that a lot 
more could have been accom
plished "if! could have been there 
for two months." 

One significant outcome of the 
program, Yaish said, was the in
terest that people displayed in 
continuing to schedule additional 
lectures. "Even when I left," he 
remarked, "people committed 
themselves to organize shiurim 
during the week." 

As far as exploring other 
Yemenite communities, Rabbi 
Serels seemed to indicate that if 
they are to be found and if the need 
exists, the same sort of program 
would be instituted for other 
Yemenite communities. For ex
ample, there is a possible revival 

· of the -Yemenite community in 
Miami, Florida. "We'll see if we 
can do something if there is inter
est," asserted Rabbi Serels. 

The Institute of Yemenite 
Studies of the Jacob E. Safra In
stitute of Sephardic Studies is re
sponsible for running a wide range 
of educational lectures and 
shabbatonim to help preserve the 
Sephardic tradition. In fact, the 
organization can be credited with 
offering the first university ac
credited Yemenite cantorial course 
offered at the Belz School of Jew-
ishmusic. 

Many other events are planned 
year round. In January, a Young 
Leadership Development Seminar 
was held in Wash D.C., sponsored 
in part by Sephardic Community 

Programs, American Sephardic 
Federation and the Jewish Agency. 
The 30 students who participated 
attended lectures to encourage 
student involvement in the com
munity. A follow up is to be held 
in LA on March 17. 

In addition, Haham Gaon was 
in LA at the end of January for 
Project Rediscovery of 1492-1992 
Dinner in honor of the Sephardic 
Hebrew Acadamy of Los Angeles. 

The Sephardic Club is also un
der the direction of Rabbi Serels 
and is funded by the Safra Institute. 
"There was an event this past 
week," said Rabbi Sere ls on the 
event that featured a speaker on the 
current Israel situation. "He was 
very well received." 

Other programs that are on the 
future agenda of Sephardic Studies 
include the Noche de Sepharad in 
Washington D.C. on March 3, 
which will include lectures given 
by Rabbi Serels and The Hon. 
Helga Soto. Pilar Vico from the 
Spanish tourist office will also 
speak and show slides on Spain. 
Gerard Ederie will provide the 
evening entertainment, playing 
Ladino and Moroccan music. 

The fourth annual Yemenite 
Cultural Festival is next on the 
calendar. The program wil),feature 
Dr. Baruch Mazor from Boston 
who will speak on his dissertation 
on Said Ibn Daud, a Yemenite who 
taught people about Midrashim. 
The lecture will be followed by a 
presentation by R. Shimon Nahari 
from Belz school who will sing 
traditional melodies and Chaim 
Zadok who will sing a range of 
more modem melodies. 

In LA, a conclave of Sephardic 
rabbinate from North and South 
Americas is tentatively being 
planned for March I 0-13. The 
Rishon LeZion, Sephardic chief 
Rabbi, was supposed to join in the 
conference, but since the war broke 
out and Israel is in a state of 
emergency, he may not be able to 
attend. "He is an important reason 
for our meeting," said Rabbi 
Serels, and therefore the meeting 
may not take place. 
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Helplessness At Home 
by Elizabeth Botterman 

CNN. B-52'S. PATRIOTS. 
SORTIES. These words have be
come part of our daily conversa
tions. lney are interspersed in our 
every sentence. making us sound 
more like military strategists than 
college students. But for most Ye
shiva University students, no word 
inflicted greater terror than the word 
SCUD. 

Just as Stem College began va
cation, the United States and Iraq 
went to war. For the many students 
who did not participate in the mis
sion to Israel, vacation presented a 
perplexing problem to them. Should 
they continue with their vacation 
plans while Israel was under a bar
rage of missile attacks? 

Many Jews in America and 
th_roughout the world contended that 
sitting at home watching the news 

. was not going to help Israel, and that 
they should continue with their va
cations as planned. Funhermore, 
they reasoned that great financial 
losses would result from cancelling 
plans since most plane and hotel 
reservations are non-refundable. 

- Yet how could anyone deny the 
• great moral and ethical dilemma that 
clearly existed? Was it right to 
continue with our lives as if noth
ing had occurred? Was it morally 
justifiable to vacation and "patty" 
while the entire Israeli population 
was required to spend their nights 
huddled in sealed rooms with gas 
masks? 

Apparently, most Stem College 
students were able to reconcile this 
problem. While many women de
cided continue with their planned 
vacations, most commented on how 
starkly different this vacation was 
as compared with past mid-winter 
recesses. 

According to Tamar 
Goldfischer, a freshman, who spent 
her'vacation in Florida, her vacation 
was more of a "relaxing break from 
school" than a "joyous vacation." 
Because she has many relatives in 
Israel, she was constantly worried 
about the attacks. She said she did 
feel guilty relaxing in Aorida and 
sunbathing on the beach, while her 
family was "sealed in a room with 
gas masks." 

Meredith Rabinowitz com
mented that although she was 
"physically in California," her 
thoughts were constantly with Is
rael. Her days were divided be
tween sightseeing and staying as 
close to the news as possible. "Re
alistically, I knew our lives couldn't 
stop." 

But she explains that her emo
tions were constantly tied to Israel's 
plight. She would not go to sleep 
unti.l she .knew that it was daytime 
in lsraeC and that the threat of mis- · 
siles was probably over for the next 
12 hours. 

Miriam Gold, an sew senior, 
felt pangs of guilt for not going to 
Israel at the time of the crisis. Gold 
had planned to go on the mission but 
was forced to back out at the last 
minute. 

Gold said that she had just ar
rived in Vail, Colorado, when she 
heard the news about the missile 
attack on Israel. "At first we all 
thought that we should tum around 
and return to N. Y ., because how 
could we be having fun skiing while 
Israel is being attacked?" 

i\,fter much deliberation, how
ever, she elected to stay because 
returning home would accomplish 
nothing. However, the war was 
constantly on her mind. During the 
whole vacation, Gold recounts that 
everything focused on the latest 
repon from Israel. 

For the most pan, women at 
Stem College continued with their 
vacation plans, yet all admitted that 
it was quite a different vacation than 
they had envisioned in December. 

According to Ilana Fein, an 
SCW senior from Monsey who 
remained at home. it was as if a 
"black cloud hung over everyday 
of our vacation." 

Many women expressed frus
tration at feeling isolated and cut off 
from Israel at a moment when they 
most wanted to feel united with their 
spiritual home. 

Certainly, this feeling of isolation 
only increased the pangs of guilt felt 
for being unable to help, but rather 
be forced to simply flip between the 
channels to catch the latest news. 
Life irt America did go on, yet 
something in the air was different. 
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My Place In 
J!e!.ish ~!}~!2!100 

I was among Jewish history's whodidnotknowthenatureofthe 
fortunate, privileged with the attack, and it brought the season
ability to run to Israel in my time long drought to an end. 
ofneed. I found the courage to land I waited with all oflsrael for the 
in Israel on January 15,1991, as comforting voice of Tzahal's 
panofOperationTorahShield, for spokesman, Nachman Shai, who 
I knew that I could not live with becamelsrael'smediahero,forhe 
an image of myself as a person who had the job of relating infonnation 
could not stand up for my ideals. in the wake of an attack and al-

l found solace and strength in laying the country's fears. 
the knowledge that I did not have In an effort to calm the popu
to sit in America receiving second- lation down and to allow time for 
hand information and telephone- facts to be gathered, safety in
filtered emotions. My imagination structions were interspersed with 
was not given the ability to torture Hebrew songs. Even the music 
me with its wild inventions. I ex- played on Israel radio carried sig
perienced things others could only nificance. In a statement of na
read about. I made a conscious tionalism, only Hebrew music was 
decision to be a participant rather aired. As the attacks continued, I 
than a by-stander in unravelling became attuned to the music pat
Jewish history. terns. While putting on the masks, 

From the moment I stepped only soothing music was played. 
down onto the Israeli runway until When the announcement finally 
I left the country, I viewed every came to take the masks off, the beat 
mountain, field, building and stone would quicken. 
with new eyes. Eyes that could Seconds before the first all
now fully appreciate my elders' clear siren was sounded, my 

_f_l:<'g_u£nt _w_~ings nev_er ,!Cl talce _ brother and I heard the statement 
Israel for granted. I wished and "sfiiiav liavayd" repeated three 
consciously tried to absorb and times followed by a high pitched 
implant every sight into my brain beep. We thought that it was an 
as if my vision and remembrance army call-up code. As the attacks 
would serve to preserve and safe- continued, we developed wartime 
guard the Israel that I have always radio savvy. We realized that the 
known. statements "nachash sefa" and 

Being in Israel aroused within "sharav kavayd" were the 

me acute feelings of camaraderie military' s method of signaling 
with the Jewish people and a Hagah, Israel's Civil Defense 
heightened Jewish identity. Tele- League, to sound the warning and 
phone networks developed be- all-clear sirens respectively. 
tween neighbors, friends and I developed gas mask symp
relatives who called each other toms such as chronic chin aches, 
when the alarms were sounded to parched throat, and red face marks 
warn those who may not have been from really tight masks. I identified 
awakened by the siren. Complete with balding people when I lost 
strangers in the streets expressed hair that became entangled in the 
concern for each other and ques- rubber gas mask straps. 
tioned how each others children I was able to psychologically 
had fared the sirens. connect to the people of Israel. I 

Israeli radio broadcasted in- developed siren anticipation syn
structions and news briefs in He- drome and thus could not sleep, 
brew, English, Russian, Roma- constantlyawaitingmiddle-of-the
nian, Amharit (one of the main night alarms. I was forced to take 
Ethiopian languages), and French some of life's scariest moments 
to accommodate the diverse needs and make them into a game for the 
of Israel's population. Sitting !is- benefitofmytwoyearoldnephew 
tening to the multi-lingual broad- who had to enter his marnmat, or 
casts heightened my consciousness what he playfully called his "tent." 
and made me realize the extent to I identified with Israeli parents as 
which Israel is a melting pot, haven I was forced to try and comfort my 
and homeland for Jews from all baby niece while looking, sound
around the world. Even as Iraqi ing, and feeling like a cross be
Scud missiles pierced the Israeli tween an ant-eater and Darth 
skies, plane loads of Russians and Vader. 
Ethiopians continued to arrive. I learned that false alarms 

While I shared with all oflsrael evoked the same anxieties as real 
moments of fear and uncertainty, attacks. With each sounding alarm 
lwasalsoabletorejoicewithlsrael the population's psyche was 
in the timely rain that began only damaged regardless of whether 
momentsafterthefirstScudattack. property was affected. Even 
Rain serves to dissipate gas thus though everyone was relieved to 
countering its effects if in fact find out later that it was merely a 
chemical weapons had been used. false alarm, the whole procedure 
Miraculously, the rain came at an of entering the 'cheder atum' and 
opportune moment for it both putting on masks was very stress-
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A Kaleidoscope of Responses 

ful because of the rush of fear that 
it brought about. 

As I departed from Israel, the 
check point officer turned to my 
friend and me and asked us why 
we were leaving. We promptly 
tried to explain defensively that we 
had come to Israel on January 15 
on Operation Torah Shield. Just a 
few days earlier we had arrived in 
Israel with a hero's welcome. 

As we were about to board the 
plane we had to return our gas 
masks. I felt the bizarre desire to 
keep my mask. This desire to 
possess a tangible reminder of the 
trip was the manifestation of a 
foreboding feeling that once back 
in America I would no longer be 
completely in touch with Israel's 
predicament. Now, two weeks 
later, my premonition has been 
realized for it feels as if the time I 
spent in Israel was in a vacuum and 
that it never did exist. The Israeli 
reality has become one that I can 
only read and hear about. What 
someone else must live with. I thus 
had to relinquish my gas mask to 
the next person who hopefully will 
never have to use it. 

Rabbinical 
Responses 

by Shani Feiner 
The day the news of the $50 trip 

to Israel was revealed, murmuring 
could be heard throughout the 
school building. Telephone lines 
filled the hallways, and everyone 
knew what dinner conversation 
would be: The YU trip to Israel -
should one go, or should one not go. 
That was the question. 

Emotion and overwhelming 
sentiments of longing for Israel 
played a definite role. Yet, all knew 
that halacha had to be taken into 
consideration as well. In that case, ' 
commented many students, we 
should definitely all go to Israel. 
After all, "Kol Yisrael areivim zeh 
lazeh" and "eyn echad b'yissurim" 
- a fellow Jew should not suffer 
alone. 

Thus, students consulted 
Rebbeim at home and especially 
those available to them in the school. 
Once students heard that many 
noted rabbis and community lead
ers were among the passengers on 
the sponsored plane, each individual 
had to consider or reconsider: Is this 
a question of halacha, of emotion, 
or one of parental concerns? 

Among the many rabbis con
sulted regarding the permissibility/ 
responsibility to go, were Rabbi 
Herschel Schachter, Rosh Kolle! of 
YU, Rabbi Tzvi Flaum, Mashgiach 
RuchaniofSCW,RabbiEphraim 
Kanarfogel, chainnan of the Re
becca Ivry department of Jewish 
studies, and Rabbi Saul Bennan, 
faculty member of Jewish studies in 
Stern College. All agreed that 
knowing oneself was the primary 
issue and question involved. 

Rav Schachter, who travelled 
with his family in tow, explained 
that in going to Israel, the mitzvah 
that played the greatest role was that 
of gemilut chassadim. At a time of 
imminent danger, solidarity had to 
be demonstrated for both the Israelis 
arul theAmel'icans living in Israel. 

The issue of putting oneself in a 
"makom sakanah" - a dangerous 
area, did not play a role in the 
halachic considerations for if any 
danger existed it was neither vadai 
(definite) nor safek (doubtful), but 
rather "a far-fetched sakanab, and 
it was not necessary for people to 
be nervous unless they were stay
ing in Tel- Aviv." 

What was definitely accom
plishedon the trip, he explained, was 
providing a tremendous amount of 
"chizuk" and "chesed" for those 
living in Israel. 

According to Rabbi Hawn, "A 
tremendous kiddush HaShem was 
performed by those who went, and 
in retrospect one sees that Israel was 
considered a 'Makom Sakanah."' 

Therefore, in deciding whether 
or not to go, according to Rabbi 
Flaum, one had to evaluate the 
amount of sakanah in which they 
would be placing themselves, in 
addition to the function they would 
be performing in Israel. If one was 
going as a supplement to the Israeli 
army, then going to Israel could 
actually be considered as partici
pating in a milchemet mitzvah. 

Those who did go after consid
ering the issue of"sakanah" in order 
to provide moral suppon and ser
vice? "performed a tremendous 
kiddush Hashem and phenomenal 
messirut nefesh." 

Rabbi Bennan, on the other 
hand, explained that p'sak halacha 
was not applicable in his decision 
to go to Israel together with his en
tire family. Rather, he was moti
vated by sentiments of concern for 
Israel. 

"It is a time of crisis for the 
country and individual citizens need 

a feeling that we are with them," 
Rabbi Berman assened. He added, 
however, that although imminent, 
the risk was not as overwhelming 
as it is now. "To go ornot to go was 
not a question of halacha," he ex
plained. "I do not fault parents who 
felt their c.hildren should not go. 
Those who did not go should not 
feel guilty, and those who went 
should not feel a sense of gevurah." 

In describing his trip, Rabbi 
Berman commented that he did not 
regret his decision and was awed 
by the "palpable protective force 
of HaKadosh Baruch Hu in the 
country perceived by both the 
observant and secular Jews in 
Israel. "Though fascinated with the 
sense of breaking isolationism 
apparent in Israel, Rabbi Berman 
explained that he decided that he 
would learn Rambam's Sefer 
Ahava "as a remedy for the sin~ ah 
generated by the war." 

Rabbi Kanarfogcl expressed his 
position toward the "Israel d!:cision" 
as "halachic/practical. 7;,Hala
chically, he explained, one can ar
gue both ways: Possible danger 
existed, and at the same time, there 
was perllaps an issue of raising the 
morale of the people in Israel. 

In speaking to students, however, 
he emphasized that the decision had 
to be one of practical,. individual 
consideration. Each student had to 
ask herself where she would be most 
helpful, and how she would be able 
to cope with crisis and stressful 
situations. In addition to evaluating 
one's ability and role there, one had 
to consider parental concerns. Thus, 
"it was difficult to pasken" for the 
total package had to be put together 
by each individual in defining the 
situation. 

"It was not a question of assur or 
mutar," he explained. "but rather, 
should you or shouldn't you." 
Though not completely anhalachic, 
Rabbi Kanarfogel advised that in
dividuals evaluate possible contri
butions and dangers. 

Since it was not a one-sided po
sition, those who did not palticipate 
in the mission were therefore not 
doing anything halachicalJy wrong. 
"I did not feel that the decision to 
go was overwhelming. I stayed 
home learning and spending my 
time as productively as I could," he 
answered when asked ifhe regretted 
not going to Israel. 

Though differing in the factors 
advised to students in considering 
"whether to go or not to go," all of 
the Rebbeim mentioned the tre
mendous success of the mission in 
strengthening the morale of the 
people of Israel, in addition to 
making a tremendous Kiddush 
HaShem in the eyes of the entire 
world. After taking halachic and 
emotional elements into consider
ation, each student was able to act 
accordingly. 

Dual Loyalties? 
by Malka Fogel 

"America at War!" ... "Show
down in the Gulf!'' blared the 
headlines, reflecting the fear and 
panic which pervaded America 
during the initial stages of 'Op
eration Desert Storm.' 

While most Americans were 
apprehensive about the safety and 
well being of the troops who com
prise the United States military, 
American Jews were dually con
cerned about the Americans 
fightiflg who are their fellow 
countrymen, and the threatened 
Israeli citizens who are their 
brothers. 

American Jews generally gauge 
their suppon for political leaders 
based on the politicians• sympathy 
with the Jewish cause and their 
support for Israel. A policy that 
benefits Israel is likely to be em
braced by the entire Jewish com
munity. Thus, when President 
Bush opted for the hard line ap
proach of expelling the Iraqis from 
Kuwait in an effort to shut down 
Saddam Hussein and his war ma
chines that threaten Israel's very 
existence, the Jews responded with 
almost unanimous support. 

While most of the sentiment 
supporting hawkish policy in the 
gulf is related to Israel's role in the 
crisis, much of the backing the war 
has received from the Jewish com
munity also relates to the patriotic 
spirit that exists in our community. 

Glued to their television sets at 
the outset of the war, Americans, 
both Jew and non-Jew alike, anx
iously awaited reports of sucoess in 
the bombing missions and, at limes, 
news of fallen American soldiers. 
Between newscasts, Americans 
found a few moments to tie yellow 
ribbons around trees in support of 
the troops and to rally in large 
numbers advocating or decrying the 
use of force in the gulf. 

In the early stages of the war, 
with America exhibiting courage 
and fortitude in its attack, bamlg
ing the Iraqis with missiles and 
bombs at the rate of up to I 00 sor
ties per hour, the American citizens 
displayed a new-found respect for 
the heroic American troops. 
Whereas before they had been the 
objects of ridicule, they had 
quickly been transfonned into the 
picture of success. 

The current suppon American 
Jews have shown for the war effort 
manifests itself in action taJa:o by 
the Jewish community as a whole. 
Synagogues which bad always in
cluded a prayer for the stlllll of Is
rael and the Israeli Deftmse Fora,, 
now include a prayer for the 
American government es well. The 
spirit of patriotism which penneates 
the entire nation is clearly unrelated 
to and transcends religion. 

While much of the Jewish sup
port for American force in the Gulf 
stems from the fact that Iraq's 
military poweiis being eradicated, 
thereby protecting Israel, the 
Jewish people also respect the 
American gO'!ernmertt's ~
ment to democracy and wor~ er
der as evident in its action taken to 
liberate Kuwait. 

The tyrannical rule of 8addam 
Hussein, which include$ annihila
tion of his fellow countrymen has 
drawn him comparisons with 
Hitler. Indeed, values which the 
Jewish community respect have 
been upheld by the Ainerjcan 
government, proving that the boM 
between the Israelis and Ameri
cans extends beyond that of the 
military. 

In recent years, the relations 
between the United Staies and Is
rael have been strained, as 
American leaders attempted to be 
mediator!! in an internadonal peace 
conference in an effort IO resolve 
the Palestinian issue. Israeli hard
liners had categorically rejected 
thi& type of conferlluce, leading to 
the coolness between the Wllions. 

Now, wilhcotlllllOllmlfflSISand 
goalsintheGulfwar,thetwocoun
tries have once again become close 
allies. Americ:an Jews who rally for 
lsraelarealsc,ttandinginsupportof 
the troopS in Saudi Ambia. 

How appropriate that lhe mis
siles used to defend against the 
feared Iraqi Scuds, known as lhe 
Patriots, are deployed in Tel-Aviv 
arid operated by Americans. The 
American-Israeli friendship re
flects the g~ feeling among 
Jewish Americans who hope for 
the combined success of the Is
raelis and Americans. No longer 
are we removed from the Ameri
can foreign policy. The war is not 
"their" war, it is OUf9. Owl as Jews 
and ours as Americans. 

:l 
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Torah Shield 
Conlillrudfro,,, pg. I coL 5 
spokeswoman whenever an offi
cial statement was needed, both in 
the US and in Israel. 

Goldsmith was in charge of 
public relalions and media. He said 
that hardly anything had to be 
done. Press releases were sent out 
to all major ielevision networlcs, 
but it was not even .-sary. All 
the information circulated by word 
of mouth. 

The trip got a lot of exposure 
because the general consensus was 
that it was· a crazy idea and a fool
ish thing to do with the threat of 
war hanging over· the world, es
pecially the Middle East. 

NetworJcs were not the only 
groups who felt these people were 
senseless. The US State Depart
ment told them not to go. Once 
they arrived, though, the American 
Embassy was most helpful. They, 
along with the municipality of 
Jerusalem, provided gas masks for 
the whole entourate. 

Michael Strick, co-director of 
the YU office in Ism!, was also 
especially help{ul to the group. He 
spoke to many people in Israel on 
their behalf and helped with much 
of the co-ordination. 

Up 10 the last moment, there 

wishers including Binyamin population about Operation Torah 
Netanyahu, deputy foreign minis- Shield. They found it encouraging, 
ter, Rosh Yeshiva of Sha'alvim in the midst offearful departures, 
Rabbi Schlesinger, Rosh Yeshiva that there were yeshiva students 
of Keren B' Yavneh Rabbi ready to run the risk. 
Blachman, Rabbi Willig, and Dr. Yeshiva! Mevaseret Zion actu
Norman Lamm, who had both ally approached Tokayer and 
landed earlier that afternoon. All asked for participants to .learn at 
joinedindancingandsingingatthe their yeshiva. "Unfortunately, it 
airport which was carefully cap- did not work out," said Tokayer. 
tured by American journalists. "However, I found it very encour

Twclve buses were waiting to aging that everyone was so recep
pick up all participants and bring live to our idea and accommodat
them toJerusalem, wheretheirfirst ing lo our needs." 
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stop would be the Kotel. More Most male students went to 
YUSSR Mission Cof\ftT1.1ted/Mtn pg. I coL 2 

singing and dancing greeted them Yeshivot Har Etzion, Sha'alvim, translators AAiund to hl\Jp 11ut with 
there, as the "heroes" of the Keren B'Yavneh, HaKotel, Beil thechildren, AmoQ2tll~ttell8gers 
Western world had arrived. Medrash la 'Torah, and HaMivtar. and adults tllere werl\ ll~ly those 

They were also greeted with a Most of the girls went to Midreshet about that kr,cw eno11gll B11glisb to 

ceremony and speeches. The Lindenbaum. Michlalah would communiclltl!. 
Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi, the Chief only accept alumnae. Rosenbh1m and T/lfaitin also 
RabbiofJerusalemandDr.Lamm Without fail, reaction to the connectedt()tbeir~tsthro11gh 
each addressed th~ participants in project was positive. Tokayer the media IJf Jewi~h 11111sic and 
the program. commented that he "never ex- Jewish dan~lng. an at# 111 which 

The buses then transported ev- pected the impression to be so most .could telate. A po,sil,le area 
eryone to the Sheraton Plaza Ho- deep. It was a psychological boom of contenti()ll reganliAj! Ualacha 
tel, where they were accommo- for the entire state of Israel." He arose when teaching \Ile lewish 
dated for a mere $5 for the night, continued to say that "it was a dancing to 1he Es1c:i11h,ns, lfow
breakfast included. The main pur- tremendous. Kiddush HaShem, ever, probl~rns wete l\VOide<I as 
pose of putting everyone up at the · especially coming from frum Jews. minors were IISCd whe11 they ta11ght 
hotelthatfirstnightwas,according Thatmadeatremendousimpacton the dances 10 woroen, "When ii 
to Borowich, in order to finalize theSovietJews,whohadjustbeen comes to kil'IJv mane~." 'f11t11gin 
plans, distribute gas masks and hearing of the way frnmJews were expressed,''YouhaVlltllknowwho 
demonstrate their usage to the en- leaving and being generally you are dea)ing with .. -YOIJ begin 

unsupportive of the country." to realize the i111p,uh111ce of 
Borowich stated, "I believe in thinking on your feet ,wl applying 

this cause; it is not something that what you'v~ learned.'' 

they wat,I It' go ti) Israel to mop 
the floo~, ''for tliese Jews who 
know s{i lil1le 111:,out Judiasm, 
emunah (t11i1II) it All abstraet con
cept to 11!et¥1, 1'¥)' are afraid of 
getting 1't1Je(!,'• R~nblurn stated. 
"It's up \A~$ 10 ~h them these 
fundam~,. 11¥ question is not 
how cal\ )'t'II g() to the Soviet 
Union, bl\1 l!ow ~<Ill you not go? 
As Rav /)olc:MClll fro111 Kerem 
BiYavnCJ\ sll!ct, u-,fortunAtely, we 
are not 111j\)<)11(1'81'lt for oqr fellow 
brethren- ~Jtenl ..,,ill aslc us-what 
were yoll l\Oi~g w~n I let the Jews 
from the ~oVitt tl~ion out?!" 

I take· lightly. The fact that this Many of !he Esto11iA11s sh<1Wed 
program was YU initiated, run, and particular interest in IClllllill!l about 

"'-;.':-------------+-!fflm·iei·itMwod.is. -seinet1M<·lll8He---JsraeL011L11Ethe.-500/I Jews that 
immensely proud of. We are a were in Talli1111 befo~ tlle rnass 
symbol to the entire Jewish com- aliya began, about 3500 ate left. 
munity not to desert Israel at this Unfortunately for tile Jews in 
crucial time, but to continue our Tallinn, m1111y of theit lea<lers left 
support." in the aliy11 rnoverne11\. J\ut how 

Natlll\lll» the i,11rticipants in the 
YUSSJt. prAgr&l11 made many 
sacrifice.~ I:,}' goitlg to Estonia. 
Kosher t~ Is difficult to obtain 
there, a/lJ d1t}' h4(1 to bring most 
of their fc.11d ",11th them. On 
Shabbat, lll~Y had to use matzah 
instead {it ~1\1111311. Another ad
j llStmenL fA.r B.llAenl!l.um aod 
Taragin "ta$ the l#ICk of a daily 
minyan- ;\l\houfll there was a 
minyan {iii ~llablW, only about 3 
or4 of tl'l\l "1M p-nt understood 
what WII\ j!()l/tj M, 

When asked how he thought a has the current situlltil\11 i11 Israel 
mere two week trip to Israel could affeacted tlle attitucte umong the 
helpthesituation,herespondedthat Jews in the USSR aPout aliya? 
"we will be an impetus for other Naturally, there is II l.:>t of 1111cer
programs and missions like ours. " tainty. Eve11 befo!'ll il,e rer5i11n 

According to all accounts, just Gulf Crisis, many le"I• were in 
being there and witnessing the turmoil. Now it is just that 111itch 
gratitude and admiration in the harder of a c:lecision, 

Struhnts al !Jro,nulll''s dDnnlng gas ".na..u dllring lrt mlsnk altad:. 

eyes of the entire Israeli popula- However, these J,;ws are not 
lion, made every single risk taken just worried about tb~ missiles. 
completely worthwhile. The Jewish lioctors IIJl;ll 't so s11re 

The V{)~$R tytogram did not 
end whelj lltJfenl,lum and Taragin 
left. 01)1, weelt. before their 
dapartu(I,, ti,~ l!Clicl kiruv team ar
rived. L\11tklly f<lt the 11ew duo, 
Rosenbl~IIJ 110(1 1'aragin were 
availabl\ tc, help ~ettle them in. 
Theiradvi~ to th1111ew group was, 
"Keep ¥01Jr ey~s and hearts 
open .•. bt, ,.e,n,iti.,11 to where they 
are comitJi n<>m.'' 

were cancellations and more 
people· signing up simultaneously. 
Approximately 60 people showed 
up at the aiiport to travel stand-by, 
and they were all able to board the 
plane. 

All participimr, ()ad to be over 
the age of 18. They all had to sign 
waivers which absolved the co
ordinators of all responsibility in 
case anything did happen. Everyone 
involved was aware that the poten
tial risks were his own. The waiver 
consisted of two pages of"legalese" 
basically staling that they were all 
going of their own volition, and the 
organizers of the trip were in no way 
liable for anything. 

This mission was not only a 
much-needed Torah infusion, but 
was intended to boost the morale 
of the entire countty as well. The 
idea of a full plane flying to Israel 
has been unheard of since last 
August, when Iraq first invaded 
K~~ait. This was a solidarity 
m1ss1on to Israel. The entire fli~t 
became a symbol. . 

When they landed, they were 
greeted. by hundreds of well-

tire group in an orderly fashion. 
The next morning, following 

davening in the Great Synagogue 
and a grand Israeli breakfast, the 
group left. for the Knesset where 
government officials met with 
them and expressed their gratitude 
and excitement for the· over
whelming show of solidarity for 
Israel in her time of need. 

The group was privileged to sit 
in on a session after being addressed 
by Secretary of the Cabinet Elyakim 
Rubinstein, Minister of Educalion 
Z'vulun Hammer, and Knesset ' 
Member Rabbi Yitzchak Levy. 

From there, the group separated 
and headed towards the various 
yeshivot where they had chosen to 
spend their week's stay. Accord
ing to Tokayer, liaison to the Is
raeli yeshivot, most students re
turned to their alma mater to learn. 
He observed that the hesder 
yeshivot were, for the most part, 
the primary choices, but a select 
few did learn at Mir and other 
more traditional yeshivot. ' 

. The ycshivot, as a rule, were as 
enthusiastic as the rest of the Israeli 

THE NEW YORK TIMES Restaurants 8/'ylltl Miller 

DIVA 306East81stStrect,(ll2)650-19:z& 

Elegant Kosher Dining at Modest Pti~es 
This chic Kosher Italian restaurant on 

the ground floor of a brownstone has S4>fl 
lighting and t.he contemporary look of An 
Upper East Side bistro. The menu, a mii,g
ling, of mostly sea-food, salads and pas~. 
is au couran1 as well. The only hints 11,at 
something different is going on here are 1lu: 
unusual number of men wearing yartlltll· 
kes, and the wine list, which carries labels 
like the 1987 Baron Henog Sauvigrion 
Blanc. 

Diva is a dairy kosher restaurant and, to 
paraphrase the old rye bread commerejlll, 
you don't have to be Jewish to like it. The 
cooking is strai,htforward, fresh and ,vtll 
seasoned with liaht herb-infused sauces, · 

A recent meal started with a tllJty 
steamed artichoke in a parsley broth (4.11$ ); 
zucchini stuffed with mushrooms, tomatoes 
and Parmesan cheese (4.95), and al cl•llte 
penne (an entrec portion split by two ~ an 

appciliur (12.95), in a ripe, ~11lp)' 1'111,ato 
sa11~ witll' arugula and tlP1>lt, cli~se. 
EritM included a deftly pi:w~ s,.11non 
st~~ vigoro11sly seasoned 'V\ih (resll dill, 
alo11t witb fitm poached cat(l-o~ sn4 11ew 
poi.toes (15.00); excellent wl\<:ile !)rook 
tro11t pojlChed in a combinllfloi, of "11110n 
ju~. capers and white wine lit~). ¥rid a 
1\1\t)' linfUine putanesca will\ tt'll\&10, an
chovies, capelS and black oll'el \ 12.00), 

l'lothing in kosher rul~ f&~ dMCrts 
ca111'1 be decadent; hence, \~e "'bit\ And 
b!fck cbocolate mousse 1111(1~t ~11tll of 
scom~-t tl1C1COla1e. 

[);.,.., 306 f.ast8lstStree\,6CIMISdlt111Cr 
rro111410 10 l".M. Sunday'~'" 'f1111~ay; 
cloaed f'rielaic; open Satunl1t¥ -ner ~ltab
w, ,An,eriCllJI, Eli.press, M~rcar<l and 
ViA •~pied. Telephone: 6*-l'lll-
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TO GO TO W'AR OR NOT TO GO TO W.i~:: 

PRO 
by Elana Hartstein 

The question whether or not 
Israel should retaliate against her 
aggressors is a pressing issue that 
must be dealt with immediately. 

At the present time, missiles are 
being shot at Israel nearly every day. 
Y et,Israel is restraining herself from 
retaliating due to pressure from the 
United States. Furthermore, she is 
absorbing the attacks, while relying 
on other nations and the American 
patriots to defend her. 

Israel is being commended for 
her exemplary behavior. These 
"pats on the back" are cenainly not 
enough to condone the evils that 
are facing the nation at the present 
time. In order to maintain respect 
among other nations, and to deter 
future attacks, there is no possible 
way that Israel can continue to sit 
back and let other countries fight 
her war. 

According to the allied nations, 
Israel is not officially at war. This 
is ridiculous. Clearly, a nation is 
living with a war mentality when 
its citizens are carrying gas masks 
and going into sealed rooms out of 
safety. All of these actions and 
behaviors are certainly indicative 
ofa war. 

Th.e.re is no =n that. brae! 
should be afraid of fracturing the 
coalition. The allied nations of the 
coalition have said that they would 
not leave the coalition if Israel re
taliates. Some have even ex
pressed the notion that Israel has a 
right to defend its citizens. It is time 
to make it officially known that 
Israel is indeed at war. 

The Israeli army is the only army 
in the world that can recreate an 
Entebbe-likc situation. They have 
the proven ability to create com
mando squads that can attack a spe
cific site (SCUD missiles), or spc
cificpeople(Saddamhimsclf). Israel 
hasbuiltitscrc:dibilityandreputation 
on direct retaliation. The logic of"if 
youbitus, we'llbityouhanler,"must 
be played to its fullest. 

Israel's present policy of Jis. 
tening to everything that America 
says must be tenninated now. H 
not, it will result in future security 
problems for Israel. Whenever a· 
nation wants to attack Israel, it will 
view the present events as a pre
cedent for attacking her without 
fear of retribution. 

All a terrorist has to do is set up 
a few meetings witb American 
officials, and those who relate their 
instructions to Israel. Israel would 
absorb the attacks without 
retaliaiton, because they would be 
protected by America. 

Israel is more than capable of 
fighting her own battles, and there 
is no need for berto owe any nation 
anything. It is time for Israel to 
retaliate and send her enemies a 
clear and direct message. Israel 
will not stand idly by and let her 
citizens become helpless victims to 
terrorists the like of Saddam 
Hussein. 

That ls The Question 

'Weit! 'We can't llllltt ,-t - ,.,.,,,, luun't arriveti! 

A Halachic Perspective 
by Shoshana Levine 

Shalom. Peace. An ideal state 
of existence towanl which we are 
pe,petually 81riviJBg. Or""' -1 
This western democratic ideal 
plays a significaotrolein.Judaism 
- in Jewish IIIOOllit.l' and values. 
"Deracbrhadan:beinlanvecbol 
netivoieiia~"wesayabi>ut 
the teachings of the Tonh when 
we place theScrolJs aothe aron 
kodesb.ButllowdoweYiewwar 
andpeacefmmabalachicslllnd
point? Placing the emotional in
stincts aside, is tbele a plaa: for 
war in Jewish Law? 

On ooe.band, Godis described 
as a man- of war .- "isb 
milcbamah-. and He commands 
thedesb:uctiooofcalainpeoples 
and nations. .ne ·genma So1a11 
delineates lbesc specific catego
ries and cites the Amalddtes and 
the seven belligerenlDIIDOIIS who 
occupied the land of Canaan 
when the Jc;ws reached their 
pllJlllisedlandaftertll!:irexodus 
from Egypt. 

And yet,: we conclude om 
prayers at least duwle times a day 
with aspecillhequestofpeace for 
all of Israel 

Peace as a reality, we are 
taught. will be fulfilled only in 
messianic times. The prophet 
Isaiahprnmisesthatindlllfledays 
"we will beat our swonls into 
plowshares." bot unlil !hen war 
may sometimes be a necessity. 
There exists a constant battle 
between the harsh reality and 
man's ~ desire for peace 
even in this, as of yet, 
unredeemed world. 

_Modenlting this appareot di
chotomy, ba1acha. bod! Biblical 
and rabbinic. crealilS a compre
hensive struc11Jre ofleglll and il
legal wars. along will, the proper 
behavior thatsbould be adminis
tered even in cases when they are 
legal. 

War in Jewish tbouglll is di
vided by Maimonides, ii\ Hilchol 

Melachimof the Misbna Torah, into 
three basic categories. The first, 
milchemet milzvah, obligatory by 
Torah law, include wars against 
Amakk and the scv,:u Dllliogs. 

Wars fought in defense against 
armedaggn:ssion towards Jews are 
alsoil!cluded wi1bin this obligatory 
category. These wars. demand 
l1llllldatoty involvement from all 
Jews and are subject only to special 
individual exemptions, consider
ation of cost and benefit and like
lihood of victory. 

The second category, called 
milchemet reshut, genemlly refers 
to wars of conquest for the purpose 
of expansion. This type of diSCIC
tionary war must be declared by the 
king. ratified by the Sanhedrin, and 
confirmed by God through the 
urim vetumim. 

While a contemporary govern
ment body can pemaps substitute 
for a king, there is no contempo
rary substitution for the Sanhedrin 
or urim vemmim. Because of this, 
pure milct!emet reshut ~ be 
fought today compleldy m accor
dance with halacba. 

A third caregoiy is pre-ffl1plive 
war, and generally falls under the 
category of niilcbemet reshut. 
However, if it is in response to a 
military threat by another nation, 
it falls under the heading of a de
fensive war, and instead becomes 
an obligatory war pennitted even 
today. 

The catego,:y of defensive wars 
itself is no( so clear cut. Cha7.8I de
fine the act of self deleose as "if one 
comes to kill you, kill him first" 
Though the rabbis are referring 
specifically to the individual. this 
definition can be understood in 
reference to entire nations. 

Either way, this case described 
by Ol82aJ is clearly a response to 
an active direct threat. Would, 
however, the obligation of defend
ing oneself extelld to even seem
ingly_indin,ctdueals, 1-1 only on 
previous liiSl()ly of aggn,ssion? 

Contemporarily, would the 
defensive war category of 
milchemet mitzvah sufficiently 
justify Israel's destruction of 
Iraq's nuclear reactor five years 
ago? It seems that this would be 
a justified military act under this 
self-defense/obligatory rationale. 

There is, however, an impor
tant distinction between the self 
defense rationale and that of the 
milchemet mitzvah. For self de
fense, when one ccmes to kill me, 
I may kill him but only if there is 
no other option for defending 
myself. IfI csn protect myself by 
other means but I kill him any
way, I am morally culpable. 

Extendingthisconcepttoself
defense on a national level, if 
there is some ambiguity in lbe 
certainty of the threat, thereby 
rendering it outside the realm of 
milchemet mitzvab, the military 
response must be severely re
stricted. War in that case would 
serve the sole purpose of deter
ring the enemy and removing the 
threat, instead of being targeted 
at desuuction. 

If, however, a national war 
would fall under the milcbemet 
mitzvab category, more &ggll'S
sive and offensive military action 
would be pennitted. 

Clearly, Iraq's missile altllcb 
on Israel places Israel in the cat
egory of self defense in which 
case retaliation is not only per· 
milted. but pcmaps even obliga
tory. 

Even if the war is deemed a 
milchemet mizvilh, however, 
there is no obligation to enter a 
war that would not prove ben
eficial to Israel. The Israeli 
government's responsibility, as is 
a king's, is toprolect Am Ymoel 
in the best posaible way. And 
wbatthe best possible procectiott 
is in the cumnt crisis is for the 
govemmeot and army officials to 
decide. 

Collllluutl 011 I'll, J4 CIIL 4 

·C&I 
byChana~I 

America and the Allied Foroe 
have waged war on Iraq, and true to 
his word, Saddam Hussein bas re
sponded hy repeatedly atlllcking 
Israel, with intent to kill. Hussein 
has ooi yet launchedchemical or gas 
warheads., but he lhrearcns that he 
can, and wamsthat he will. Whether 
Israel is bit with chemical or con
ventional missile8, she isat risk. 

Miraculol.lllly, after so many 
successful assaults and hits, only 
one person's death was a direct 
result of the missiles. Sdll, many 
people have been injured, many· 
have lost their homes and their 
possessions. sc)lools _have been 
shut down,-..acil.toa,_~-kl 
the air, iind11~'•lf1¥1flivirig 
has been completely dimlpted. 

All along.Israel hall~ 
that only she hall the rigbl to de
cide if and when to retaliate. As of 
yet, Israel has commendably re
strained herself, and it is in her best 
interest to conlinue to do so. 

It is well known that Israel has 
one of the most powerful armies 
in the world. However, even Israel 
does not have the necessa,y intel
ligence that would lead 10 the 
obliteration of Iraq'• mobile 
SCUD launchers. Because, once 
a missile is launched, the mobile 
launcher is padccd up and on to its 
next destination. Therefore, under 
the present circumstance6, how 
much more csn Israel really con-
lrihute? ' 

America, come what may, does 
not want Israel 10 retaliate and 
enter this war and possibly cause 
the break up of the coalition. 
'Therefore, the Allied Forces are 
II . lhousaQ!lsof sorties with lhe 
~ of deatroying the mobile 
SCUD launcflors and proteeting 
Israel. 

Because ofber restraint and the 
injuries and damages she has sus
tained wilb each~ lsnlel csn 
now point Ii, her model behavior 
and make ~ demands. She 
can JCCeive anns and aid from the 
U.S..Enaland,.and°~which 
lhc!aeCOUlllries wouldlinddiffleult 
to justify in~ 

Fur1hcnno!e, after the war bas 
ended, the Palestial@llsraeli 
problem will most cedaluly be 
brougbtup..,....If1-~ 
OIi the sidelines in !Ilia-·· will continuetomnainthe victim. Tho 
~ will pmceed to rally 
snpport for Husaein's Yictory, end 
world opinion will find it very 
difficult to continue to view the 
Palestlniam 1111 the "passive vic
tims" and the Israelis as the 
"murderousaggressors." This may 
be the opportunity Israel has been 
waiting for during the past couple 
ofyears. . 

But most imponanlly, iflmd 
does enia- lbe war, ber 8IIIRSlllllle 
will be-• best, while wll8l 
will bedefinile, nberim-. "n
will be tosaes 1bal Janicl and World 
Jewty OIIIUOC'*" incur. 
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Israel: Missiles 

Russia: Assimilation 

, Help Protect Our People! 

Last year, the YCSC Freedom Fund successfully raised over $30,000 to help . 
bring Soviet Jews to the Land of Israel. But these Jews lacked a strong Jewish 
identity. Yeshiva and University Students for the Spiritual Revival of Soviet Jewry 
are facing this challenge. The goal set for this year had been increased to 
$50,000, initially intended to assure that Soviet Jews leaving Russia could feel 
a vibrant connection to the Jewish people. 

Then Israel was attacked. 

Since January 17, Saddam Hussein has terrorized Israel with deadly SCUD 
missiles, leaving Israeli houses and lives in shambles. Thousands of Jews in 

- Israel are left homeless, with no shelter from Hussein's weapons ofdestruction. 
Spiritual survival is no longer our only priority. We cannot rest until we have 

· provided for the physical needs of the Jewish people as well. 

We're asking every student, faculty member, and administrator for a one-time 
minimal donation of $36 - twice Chai - to provide for these two fundamental 
aspects of Jewish Life. We recognize that this is a serious amount of money; 
indeed, it is a serious cause. 

-
·This critical effort occurs this Monday, February 18. Student volunteers will 
collect money in the dorms; We ask professors, administrators and employees 
to give their donations to Ceil Levinson in Dean Rosenfeld's office. 

Now is the time to show our support for Am Yisrael and Eret2; Ylsrael. Please 
help us protect both. 

The Jewish Survival Fund 



by Mindy Spear 
She's walking through the hall 

looking for her classroom. She's 
bewildered by how many people 
fit into an elevator. She has a 
temporary ID and seems to wish 
this was a temporary visit. She is 
the student who, in the middle of 
her year in Israel, wakes up to find 
herself in Mid-town Manhattan in 
Stem College for Women. 

No wonder she looks confused. 
"I feel like I don't belong here in 
America or here in Stem," asserts 
Chana Ringel ofMichlalah. "I was 
pulled out in the middle of some
thing and thrown into something 
else." Leah Frenkel of Midreshet 
Moriah also does not feel settled 
here. ''I didn't finish my year. I 
didn't finish what I feltlhad to do." 
Machon Rivkin's Atara Dickstein 
claims she likes Stem, "but I'd like 
it better in September when I'm 
supposed to be here; I'm not sup-

posed to be here now." 
What is keeping these students 

away from where they want be? Of 
the seven students interviews, the 
answer is a unanimous .. parents." 

Navi Bardash was permitted to 
travel to Israel at the beginning of 
the year on the condition that if her 
parents called her home, she would 
comply. "Even if there was no 
condition, I couldn't do that to my 
parents. I knew they'd be worry
ing and I couldn't put them through 
that." 

Abby Borisute of Scharfman' s 
also returned out concern for her 
family. Frenkel was not as ac
commodating at first. Her parents 
ordered her to return two weeks 
before she did, and she refused. 
She ac-iuiesced only after her Rosh 
Yeshiva told her that if her parents 
were that upset, she should return 
home. 

Maya Braun of Machon Rivkin 

Where Do I Fit In ? 
by Abby Borisnte . 

"British Airways flight I 75 
from London has arrived in Ter
minal A ... ", said Nasal Mouth. 
''This isn't Israel," I said to myself 
(ratherperceptively,Imustadmit). 
"I'm here." 

"Here'.' a!s.o~lll@ll~tem_@c:f,__ 
like any beginning, it is hard. Nev
ertbeless, assomefellow (obviously 
more perceptive than I) stated, "All 
beginnings are hard" Noticeably, 
among the students who belong 
somewhere, whether they are called 
Juniors, TACmembersorSySyms 
School ofBusiness, everyone has a 
categoiy. So I ponder, what category 
do Ifit into? 

The necessity to be categorized 
may not seem apparent to many, 
but believe me when I say that it is 
of utmoSt importance. IfI had been 
presumptuous enough to write 
from the angle of the "Worried 
Stem Girl,» that would not be ac
curate, since I am spanking new 
this term. If I had called myself 
''The Newcomer," well, all sorts of 
unpleasant terms come to mind 
( with Roget's help), such as im
migrant, alien, foreigner or 
Johnny-come-lately. 

After careful deliberation, and 
a few rounds of Boggle, I formu
lated a category for myself and 
others in my boat. This makes me 
think that "boat people" would be 
an appropriate name for those who 
just arrived from Israel. But to be 
accurate, it would be "plane 

people," and no one wants to be 
called a "plain person." I therefore 
abandoned ship before the idea set 
sail. (Ha ha - pardon the pun.) 

So the category is simply "New 
Upper Freshmen From Yisrael" 
(NUFFYs for short). How about 
tlic<>s_e wJ!Q may not l!e. upper 
freshmen, you may ask. Well, they 
are called NUF B. F!Ts. (Not Up
per Freshmen, But From Israel 
Too.) 

I would like to utter a few words 
on the subject of NUFFY s and 
NUF B. FITs, because there is 
quite a handful of us roaming the 
halls. May I be so bold as to speak 
for some by saying that we do miss 
Israel with all its unique sights and 
sounds that no Western culture can 
really understand. Even the yellow 
cabbies here, driven by men who 
unfortunately have their palms 
glued to the honker, cannot com
pare to Israeli drivers wl!o all 
fantasize about being stock car 
racers. The Empire State Building 
cannot compare to the Kotel, nor 
the.food Emporium to Machane 
Yehudah - to say nothing of those 
Israeli soldiers upholding the 
peace. 

For many, Stem was to be the 
next step, our sine qua non - except 
we didn't expect to arrive so soon. 
Now that weNUFFYs and NUFB. 
FITs are here, we will show you 
that it is possible to pick up where 
we didn't leave off and still make 
a place for ourselves. 

SHALOM KOSHER PIZZA 
1000-6TH Avenue (Corner 37 Street) 

Monday - Friday 
after 6 PM and all day Sunday 

Special: 
2 Slices Cheese Pizza & Small Soda $3 

FREE REFILL! 
YU Student I.D. Required 

ALL COUPON JIii.OM OTHEll PIZZA ESTABLISHMENTS ACCEPl'ED 

felt that to violate the command
ment of honoring one's parents, in 
order to stay in Israel would bc 
hypocritical. 

Ringel, whose parents are both 
Holocaust survivors, declared, "I 
wasn't going to fight to make them 
miserable, I only argued to see if 
they were serious. I told them they 
were making me do something 
against what I believed. You can't 
argue emotion with intellect." 

All seven students felt respon
sibility and loyalty to both Israel 
and their parents, and still feel 
guilty about abandoning the 
former. Dickstein said her school 
told its students that they have to 
respect their parents, but that if 
their parents did not call them 
home there was no reason to leave. 

"They said 'It's your 
country ... and if you leave, you 
have a lack ofBitachon' ... I'd feel 
guilty either way." Braun con
fessed, "I feel I betrayed Israel and 
my friends there .. .I couldn't call 
families I became friendly with to 
say ' I'm leaving' .. .It's not like 

Florida where you leave when the 
weather's bad." 

The other students shared the 
conviction that the Jewish state 
was not created to be abandoned 
by her people. Borlsute offered an 
analogy: "If someone wants to 
bum your house, and if you don't 
protect your house, you're saying 
you don't care about it, and you can 
live in another home." 

Although even Borisute admits 
that "not everybody can be fire
men," all the students feel there 
was some way they could have 
helped, Ringel said, "I could have 
helped old people put on gas masks 
or families with lots of kids .... " 

Bardash admires the people 
who stayed to volunteer to fflplace 
workers in laundromats, bakeries 
and other workplaces, and be
lieves that these people "are 
privileged that they can give back 
to Israel." 

When asked if fear wOll)d have 
been an obstacle to her lojalty. to 
Israel had herpan,ntsnot called her 
back, Kaplan said she had oo fear 

ofstaying, "llJada.featof~ 
back and finding my .paten!S in an 
insane asylum," she flllid. 

Ringel did not deny feeling 
afraid. "It was a feat of the un
known." Frenkel rec:ells thal she 
wascon:emed ratherlbanllfnlid. "I 
was partially not lbillking about lt. 
Theconceptofwarw11111myf"Oldgn 
to me." Oicbtein feltibe wouldn't 
be alone, and added, "I do&'t blow 
if fear would keep me away." 

The feeling amonglhe students 
interviewed is not resentment to
ward their parents, but rather re
luctant acceptance of their deci- · 
sion. Six out of the seven inter
viewed plan to spend llllOlhcr se
mester in Israel and the seventh, a 
summer. All agree with Suri . 
Kaplan who cbli!nl .it wlll lHll be 
the same and wishes, "it dldn 't 
happen during my yea,;. ff Allhou&h 
these .studenls · will u~y 
attempt to make the-of the 
remainder of their yeti.r, cOl'lllffll 
for 1$rael and her ~~ade 
their every dtollatu aoo probably 
will until the day they return. 

On Leaving lsrae{ bySylviaHaber 

My heart has fallen to my stomach. to go b~k there. 
The blood is pumping twice as fast Everything else seems 
through my body, so far away. . . 
to fill the emptiness Like another lifetime. 
that I'm feeling right now. 
Like an eggshell 
that had its yolk drained out, 
IfI dropped, I'd probably crack. · 

My eyes are getting cloudy, 
unlike the sky which is a beautiful blue. 
Ironic, hay! 
Tears flow, in the outside and out, 
but can't be stopped 
I don't want them to stop. 
I want to hold on, 
and not let go, 
to a memory, 
to a feeling. 

Sitting in limbo. 
Don't know whether I'm coming 
or going, 
Don't know what I'm going to do. 
All I know is that I don't want 

If I could explain to you I would, 
but no poetry, no words, 
are enough, to expn,ss 
what I'm feeling right now. 
I feel like we no longer 
know each other. 
1bat we no longer 
have anything in common. 

Such experiences can never 
be dQplicaled 
or understood by those not there. 
Each one has his own experience. 
I have my·own stories to tell. 

Just give me time 
to talce it all in, 
And understllnd myself, 
what l just went through. 
Then we'll sit llldlalk. 



TAC RESPONSEc .. .z;;.-,,e,1J,:., ... ;;iJ,coif 
number of shiurim that take place 
in Stem. On Monday evenings, 
Rabbi Raum gives a Pirkei Avot 
shiur. On Tuesday evenings, the 
Junior class and TAC co-sponsor 
a Parsha shiur delivered by dif
ferent Stem students. An exciting 
program that has j\lst begun this 
semester by Chavruta- Kesher 
Committee is the attempt for the 
entire school body to learn 
Chamisha Chumshay Torah. 

Aside from these scheduled 
events, Rabbi Flaum ·gives an ap- . 
propriate Holiday Workshop shiur 
before each holiday meant for in
dividuals with weaker back
grounds. Additionally, the shiurim 
committee, in response to student 
requests, '¥ill invite notable 
Rebbeim to give special shiurim. 
In another attempt to enhance ex
tra-rnrricular learning at Stem, this 
year TAC purchased seforim to not 
only replace those missing from 
the Beit Midrash, but also to buy 
new seforim that were requested 
by students. 

Among TAC's other programs 
are a bikkur cholim committee that 
visits sick children at NYU hos
pital and a clothing drive that 
packages clothing donated by 
students to be sent to Israel and 
distributed to Russian Olim. We 
are most excited by the hard work 
and success of the tzedaka com-

mittce. Thus far they have raised 
thousands of dollars. The money 
raised from the can drive co
sponsored with SSSBSC, various 
raffles, the Chanukah auction, and 
tzedaka boxes in every room is 
distributed among various charities. 

An anonymous student was 
quoted as saying that "TAC always 
has things to sign up for, but they 
never follow up on these offers." 
In response to these and other 
anonymous quotes, it was summed 
up best in last issue's editorial 
"Please Speak Up," that "without 
names, opinions are meaningless; 
readers assume that the writers 
stick in quotes at random to reflect 
what they are trying to say." We 
agree completely and would like 
to suggest that if the staff of THE 
OBSERVER wants to give their 
anonymous quotes substance, that 
they provide examples to support 
those quotes. The suggestion that 
TAC never follows up on their 
intentions is completely un
founded. As is clearly evident by 
the fact that no examples were 
provided. 

TAC is ready and more than 
willing to "provide a religious fo
rum for all students' religious 
needs," as senior Debby Aharon 
stated. TAC is hoping that the 
student body is ready and more 
than willing to help us fulfill that 

Unification Through Learning: 

ursday, filbruary 28th we are going to celelNllle the joyful 
holiday of Purim. One of the most chatming CUSlllms of Purim is 
derived ltoin Mordecai's order to make Purim a lime to send "por
·onsto.oneanother" (Shalach monos). Thesegfflsarecomprisedof 

foods which are mady to serve: candles. confecllons, frulls. baked 
goods, wines, etc. 

Due to the popular demand, Yeshiva Unhlersily's Deparlmenl of 
Dining Services is once agaln preparing beautiful shalacl1 monos 
baskets. These shalach monos baskets are availalJle for delivel}' on 
campus for Purim Day. 

The basket contains grape juice, fruits, hamantlshefl, assorted 
snacks and candles. 

The price for the basket is $10.00. To pun:hase your silalacll 
monos baskets send your check to: 

Yeshiva University Dining Services 
2501 Amsterdam Ave. 

New York, New Yori< 10033 
All checks should be made payable to: 

Yeshiva University Dept. of Dining Senrices 

MODEL UN ContinuedjromPg.4,ColS 

Purim Seudah 
It Is also customary on Purim day to have a 

seudah, a festMt meal. 
On Thursday, February 28th, Yeshiva Un 

lverslty's Department of Dining Services wlll serve 
the seudah beginning at 3:00 p.m. · 

Menu: 
Melon 
Chicken Noodle Soup 
Salad Garden per az 
Veal Chop served with 
rice pilaf and green beans 
Roast Chicken served 
with rice pilaf and green beans 
Green Beans 
Rice Pilaf 
Hamantashen 

Al.I. SHAUCH MONOS BASKET 
011111:RS 11111ST BE RECEIVED 
BY FEBIIUARY 14, 1991. 

$0.75 
$1.50 
$0.20 
$4.75 

$4.75 

a member of the Israeli mission to tion Office, spoke concerning ba

the UN, discussed the anti- Israel sic procedures and responsibilities 

bias which exists in the UN. Jen- of the Uoired Nations. Following 

nifer Z.Omick, an SCW junior, who the speech. there was an awards 
served as head of the Resource ceremony. Ida Crown Yeshiva 
Center, which compiled resource High School of Chicago, repre
data for references on various top- senting Iran, was awarded best 
ics relating to the sessions, felt that delegation. 

certain topics discussed were re
lated purely to the Persian Gulf. 

One of the most outstanding 
features of the first YUNMUN, 
which both high school stadents 
and YU students believed attrib
uted to its success, was the sense 
of unity and co-operation among 
the staff and high school students 
alike. Adrienne Goldfeder re
marked, «It was the biggest team 

effort I ever saw in my life. Seeing 
how it turned out was the most 
tremendous feeling of satisfaction." 

"the speakers were very well-re- TI,epresenttimeofcrisisinthe 
ceived, and focusing on Israel put Gulf bad an IJJltJlislalrable affect on 
the students true loyalties into the tone of the program. Students 

perspective." were seen wearing yellow ribbons, 
On Tuesday, Kevin Kennedy, countries requested moments of 

from the United Nations lnforma- silence for the allied forces, and 

-Another Response to War-
by 0Til<vah .Ben-Zvi 

For years you've participated in 
Solidarity Sunday 

Now's your chance to become even 
more involved with Soviet Jews. 

Since the time of the forefa
thers, when Isaac exclaimed to 
Jacob that "the voice is the voice 
of Jacob, but the hands are the 
hands of Esau," through the Ho
locaust period, when Jews sneaked 
Bibles and prayerbooks into the 
concentration camps, the Jewish 
people have consistently turned to 
learning Torah as a way to guide 
them -through any situation - no 
matter how bleak or wretched. It 
is no different today. 

Now that the Gulf War crisis 
_ has exploded into a full-scale war, 
the world population is desperate 
for a solution. For the Jews, the 
answer ~is simple: we pick up a 
-;cfer 'and learn. 
-- On Sunday. February 3, 1991, 
Yavneh Olami sponsored an in
ternational learning program to 
take place between the hours of 
I :00 PM to· 5:00 PM Eastern 
Standard tim~. Students in cities 
from the United States, England 
and Canada organized the one-day 
learning program within the span 
of a we'ek. Different learning ses
~ion~ were scheduled every hour 
on the hour. 

What amazed Azriel Cohen, the 
North American director of 
Yavneh Olami, was that the stu
dents rallied so quickly to coordi
nate the program. Cohen, who 
works in Manhattan and attended 
the learning program there, said he 
was impressed that the students 
''took the time to get involved. No 
one wa~ paying them." 

He al so stated that the program 
wa~ unique, because it was not 
only YU students who coordinated 
the event. Students from Colum
bia University, Q~eens College, 
Pratt University and the Fashion 

fustituteoHeclmelogy alsollelped
organize the program. 

Close to 50 people attended the 
Manhattan learning group which 
was held at the Jewish Center on 
86th Street. According to Cohen, 
however, the number of people 
who attended is not important. 
What is more noteworthy is the 
solidarity that those who attended 
the program - not only in New 
York, but all over the world - dis
played. 

On an even larger scale was the 
24-hour Torah vigil organized in 
different communities nationwide 
on Saturday, February 9, Sunday, 
February IO. In many communi
ties such as Manhattan, video 
shiurim were pre-recorded and 
played during the night-time hours. 
Rabbi Allen Schwartz, the rabbi of 
Ohab Zedek in Manhattan, stated 
that it was important to attend this 
vigil - ifonly for an hour- in order 
to support the Jewish nation. 

In Stem College, the organiza
tion of learning groups as a re
sponse to the war has also become 
the latest trend. The grandest 
learning session, organized by 
Shani Feiner and Tzvia Lepow, is 
a chavruta program scheduled to 
start on Wednesday, February 13. 
The program will run every 
Wednesday night and will take 
place in the sew cafeteria. Ac
cording to Shani Feiner, one of the 
program's organizers, "the sight of 
all the students learning will help 
inspire each group to learn even 
more enthusiastically.'' 

The program's goal is to com
plete learning the entire Torah by 
Shavuot. This will be achieved by 
assigning a djfferent parsha from 
the Torah to each learning group. 
At the program's conclusion, five 

girls willgiv.:a-d'.vaxTorah~each 
d'var Torah will be from a differ
ent book of the Bible. 

Feiner said that the original idea 
for the program was to learn the 
entire Tanach, However, aside 
from the fact that studying only the 
Bible is a much more realistic goal, 

Feiner stated "it is also special that 
the program's conclusion corre
sponds with Shavuot, the holiday 
on which we celebrate receiving 
the Torah." 

Feiner also stated that before the 
idea for the chavruta program was 
formed, she and Lepow had been 
thinking of simply organizing an
other shiur. However, they felt that 
a chavruta program would be much 
more effective because, as Feiner 
explained, "it gives the students a 
much more active role in the 
learning." 

The sew students do seem to 
be enthusiastic about the prospect 
of taking such an active role in the 
learning. Already 115 women have 
signed up for the program. Feiner 
also revealed that she heard stu
dents exclaiming about their 
excitment for the program to begin. 

Join YUSSR summer camp programs 
throughout the Soviet Union. 

For more information contact: 

Shoshana Levine or Kevi Tara 

WAR and 
. Contiluudfro111. Pg. 11, Col. 4 

There is no mitzvah to lose a 
war. TI,e debate at band is the spe
cific consideratioos of what would 
be accomplished versus what 
would be lost. One must consider 
what the Israeli army could add 
that the American troops are not 
accomplishing. 

Putting the Jewish rationale for 
war aside momeolarily, how would 
halacha recognize American mili
tary tactics against Irnq? Non-Jews 
have no category of milchemet 
mitzvah, they are clearly not obli
gated to destroy Ainalek or "shiv
ah amim." ls war acceptahle under 
the seven Noachite law an,;I if so, 
when? 

While some halachic authori
ties say it is not , others find it 
permissable under the category of 
self defense, even including an 
economic threat, lest it eventually 
causes a physical threat to the 
people of the nations. 

On the issue of America's in
tervention to free Kuwait, all au
thorities agree that the military in
tervention is not only pennitted, 
but appropriate. Some halachic 
authorities view it as obligatory, 
while otbecs feel that because there 
was no direct attack on America, 
intervention in this case is more 
likely discretionary. 

In either case, the consent of 
Congress could be viewed as offi-

A 
cial consent legally equivalent 
(lehavdil) to that of the Sanhedrin 
and/or king. In any case, the offi
cial consent was a critical step in 
the halachic process. 

The general consensus among 
chachamim today, is fhat the war 
does indeed fall under the category 
of self-defense rationale, Further, 
America clearly responded ini
tially in the way that Chazal had 
dictated hy attempting to offer a 
"she' elat shalom," or peaceful ne
gotiations before resorting to war. 

However, despite the fact that 
all attempts at peace failed miser
ably, and war with Iraq was the 
only remaining option, although 
this war type of is legitimate, it 
does have restrictions and limita
tions. 

Some ethical parameters in
clude minimizing ecological 
damage and being careful to mini
mize damage to civilian property, 
and of course to prevent loss of 
civilian life. Aiming bombs at non
residential areas and military tar

gets, as opposed to Iraq's bombing 
of priva,e Israeli homes, America 
seems to be adhering to these 
limitations, thus keeping, although 
unconciously, within the param
eters of halacha 
[Editor's note: Thanks to Rabbi 
Saul Bennan whose input contrib
uted to this article.] 
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.. :sis· Jim J8 · 
by Ban.ii D. Latldn call for supplies and keep moving. 

Jim Jetis!m is the anchor man on Observer: What abQut retaliation? 
Oumnel 2 News at 6 p.m. He was And the threats that Syria would at
also their foreign correspondent in tack Israel? Do you think that will 
Israel He interviewed several stu- happen? 

dents who participated in Operation Jensen: They would fight at the drop 
Torah Shield. Jensen was kind of a hat. But Syria is not about to 
enough to _answer questions, paint- attack Israel, not with the United 
ing a realistic picture of Israel in States there, not now. They havL __ 
times of crisis. more to worry about with Hussein, 
Observer: How did you "break in" not the SCUD missile, he has an
to television? other long range missile that is far 
Jensen: I didn't break into televi- superior to the SCUD. He said just 

sion. I started with newspaper. And the other day that if the allied air 
then I went to a radio station in Peo- attacks continue, he would take out 
ria, lliinois which, by the way, is the his revenge on Israel, again, with 
second largest city in the state. this new missile, again. 
People laugh at it. but it is quite a Observer: And what part do you 
city. And I joined the radio station think Jordan plays in the war? 
there which was one of the finest in Jensen: King Hussein just made a 
the country at the time. They still speech supporting Saddam Hussein 
had staff musicians when I joined it and Iraq, bui the king has a delicate 
in 1957. position, he is trying to be all things 

At the time, all of the announc- to all people and remain alive in the 
ersonthestaffwererequiredtowear process. So far he has been sue
black tie because there were so cessful. If Israel continues to be -

many tourists coming through. A lot attacked,it would not surprise me if Palestinians, but so do ~'Ill~. 
of big names came through Peoria they attacked Jordan to get at Iraq, And the thing about the Ol:C\lp\ltion 

and worlced for the station because but that is long range. that is so temble is that the oecilpi-
ir was so good. They hired me for If they drop an ounce of gas on ers will eventually be corrupted by 
radio; at that Israel, Israel's response will be fe- the occupied. They become just as 
time there was a television freeze. rocious. It might even be nuclear. violent. they strike out in their_an
The government was trying to de- Observer: Do you think that is go- ger and frustration. 1bey are. not 
cide how television should go, ingtohappen? designedtochasechildreDdownthe. 
whether it should be UHF or VHF, Jensen: I don't think it will happen, street throwing nicks. they iro, de
and while they determined this, no but if it happens, the connection be- signed to fight_- soJdicn. _ 1bat kind 
television stations were built for five tween gas and Jews is a pretty hid- of duty embaJTass,es them. demor
or seven years. So there were a eous connection. And never again alizes them. ~ • --~Y 
couple of television stations on the are they going to be led like sheep hate it. The ~Israeli~ 
east coast and that was it, the rest of to be gassed. hates patrolling .the West.Bank, 
thecountryhadnotelevisionin-the-- Observer;Beforethewar,howdid can't stand it. But what is he 
mid-50's." you feel about the Intifada? Do you goingtodo?Youcan'tkceppeople 
Observer: When was the first time think there is any solution to this locked up. 
you were in Israel? situation? You know where they belong? 
Jensen: 1973,theYomKippurWar. Jensen: It was terrible. There was They belong in Jordan, that is the 
Observer: Compared to the war that probably going to be more of a war. Palestinian state. 
is going on now, what was the situ- This Saddam Hussein may be Observer:Doyouthinkthereisany 

ation in '73 like? eliminated, but if the West Bank way of getting them over there? 
Jensen: The situation was bad, Is- Palestinian problem and the Gaza Jensen: Only if King Hussein says 
rael was getting defeated. Syrian Strip aren't solved. .. Ben Gurion so,orifsomethinghappenstoKing 

forces had taken almost all the Is- always said that the Gaza is a Hussein and he is eliminated. Ben 
raeliforcesoffoftheGolanHeights. cancer .. .ifthat isn't removed, there Gurion also said, with Teddy 
They were driven all the way to the will be a new Saddam Hussein who Kollek, the mayor of Jerusalem, in 
edge of the Heights. The road to will use the Palestinians as an ex- 1967 after they had taken it back, 
Haifa was wide open, there wasn't cuse for another war, and that next that the West Bank should be given 
a troop in sight, the Israeli forces war will be worse than this one. backnowbecauseifitisn't.itmeans 
were gone, there were only apple The population of the Gaza is nothing but trouble for Israel 
trees. now 700,000, in ten years it will be Israel was supposed to settle to 

The Syrians were not prepared 1.4 million, in twenty years it will the south in the Negev ... A Jewish 
for that kind of success and they had be almost 3 million. Twenty years State, it began with such noble as
no plans to go any further so they goes by like that now, it has been pirations, but in many ways, it is just 
stopped. Any other army, like a there since '48, nobody expected it likeanyothernation,justasgreedy, 
western army, or the Israeli army, to be there since '48... Y o u just as full of avarice, just as jeal
would have said let's keep going, can not keep people locked up, de- ous, just as suspicious.just as dis-

1111them4>t
~lbf)')'lllll!ow~wld 

lp!q-.-,:liiit1'00sholddltlOl;ljil$glllls 
aiid!llllff.lbatiaraelbilssoldto~ 
~\cli and other couil_tties ! 
Nobody's hlll!ds are cl•· It is 
called the world of"rcalpolllik," It 
isn't the Marquis of Quec,tisbury 
mies ... 

larael is still a lot more ~ 
Iha,! most people, just lite v,e' re 
lllOre del\ffltlmlll lllQSI people, but 

',i ~ /Ire Still preUyrotten too. 
i,;Observer: So 11!11 I correct ill as

'![; Bl/l*Ull(llhat you are in favorof'"lllnd 
[cfprpeaceT' 
t; Jensen: Yes, what good is il)llf llmd 
t·g«>ing tlldoyou? It's a~. it 

will CO<r1!PI you. 
- O~er: But what about when 
~ gets involved? 
.Jensen: Jerusalem should.be 1111 in
ternational city' open to all, \ill' all 
kinds. Now the Jews will.give 
it up that way or they will~ it. 

Thereare · 
of.Arabsaod 
sophisticated 
gettingmom 
how, · · 
a)loly war,il)ey_want 
fide!, that is the Jew 
tian. 

TheAmlls~e~ 
si ~-1'l)e_ Sun&~ dte.(111:ier 
are theoi1~ and~~ 
iam; the Arabs l!oo't -~ l'ai
estinians because Ibey are 111\1 Arab 
Jews. ThePalestinianslive~1111£h 
pro1(i,nitytotheJews.they ~
like the Jews then the AmlJs. They 
are very family oriented, tll'ey are 
very education oriented, they 
gravitate to the professions. 

WhenyougotoAmhan,J~. 
all the banks, the doctors atJl:I· law
yers are all Palestinian an4l they 
learned it from the Jews.1'11\iy are 
extremely intelligent and they bate 
feudal states like Saudi Arabil\, Thal 
is why the Saudis in these CO'llltries 
don't want the Palestinians l\ll:lllJld 
because you get some of tll,,m in 
there and they are like a thonl, They 
want elections, they want to be 
president. they want freedoili like 
the Jews. They are the Al1II, Jews 
and the Arabs don't want them. 
They areas smart as hell. '™Yhave 
lived with the Jews for two tlll,IJsand 
years. 
Observer: So if they are so -, 

Need Access to a Conu»Uti*? 

Rent Time on our IBM-PC'!I (WordPerfect, Mllltimate) 
or Macintosh (Mic~ft W~) co~puters. 

Please call for availability IUUlscheiJ!!ling •. 

Type-Right;>Jne. 
370LellingtoaAvenae 

Suite .a511 
(at 4J,t &ndJ 
(212)~-
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Rabbi Oratz Returns to Continue Inspiring Students 
by Nomi Dworken anything else that will bring you spired the women to continue in ness). gether ideas" and he hopes to as-

Interviewing Rabbi Pesach as much joy as teaching Torah." their Jewish Studies." His only Rabbi Oratz's own children are semble his newfound knowledge 

Oratz is no simple task. As one Almost all Jewish schools, here problem, he adds, embarrassed, is "b'nei Torah," as he calls them. and publish it. 

walks into his classroom one no- ·and in Israel, have had some con- thatnowthesiz.eofhiscll1Ssistoo They serve as an inspiration · Rabbi Oratz's advice to the 

tices that, inevitably, ten girls are tact with either this Rabbi Oratz or J keeping him on his toes, cha!- young women at SCW is, "Learn 

waiting to speak with him. Rabbi another member of his illustrious " lenging him to learn and answer Torah because a Jewish woman 

Oratz listens patiently, smiling family. i more. He refers specifically to his must build her home regardless of 

epcouragingly at each one as she AlthoughRabbiOratztaughtat j; oldest son who is an expert in the career she pursues." He urges 

asks him for advice. YC biefore teaching at Stem Col- i Tanach. They learn together and today's SCW students to consider 

Many of his appointments are lege, he has always associated i exchange ideas. a career in chinuch as he feels that 

taken up by current students of himself with women's education. l When asked about his surgery theJewishcommunityneedsmore 

SCW; others are alumni of Stem He feels that " ... women have an and his time off last semester, positive, strong female role mod-

who have merely come in for a obligation to learn in preparation Rabbi Oratz explained that it was els. 

chat. Rabbi Oratzfinds time in his fortheir roles as future leaders and then that his close ties and rela- He points to his wife who is his 

busy schedule for all of them, as as akeret habayit." Rabbi Oratz tionshipwiththestudentbodyand inspirationandthemainstayofhis 

he defines his role at sew as began teaching in sew as a result administration was confirmed. home. ·She is also an associate 

teacher, advisor, and friend. of a conversation he had with He says modestly, "I always professor in City College. 

Rabbi Oratz was born and bred Rabbi Berman during their sum- L---•,...,.••1111111111 knew that my kesher(ties) with the Rabbi Oratz delivers a general 

in the Lower East Side. He at- mers spent together at Camp girlswasclose,butthewell-wishes message of encouragement and 

tended the Rabbi Jacob Joseph Morasha. andresponseswereoverwhelming. hope:asdifficultasthingsarenow, 

Schoolforhiselementaryandmost RabbiOratzhasalwaysfeltthat Icouldn'tbelievetheconcem the the Ribono Shel Olam will fix 

qf his high school career. He the women at SCW have had a •••••••• faculty, students and administra- things. · 

graduated MT.A., continuing on greater devotion to learning than RabbiPe,achOratr. tiondisplayed." Hesaysjokingly, Rabbi Oratzhastaughtchildren 

to Yeshiva College. He subse- have most of his students as YC. large. "I had a problem with my heart. I of all ages: kindergarten through 

quently attended Revel graduate He illustrates this by explaining, Rabbi Oratz feels that the role think now it's softened more and graduateschools,bothsecularand 

school and received Smicha from "When an instructor comes late to of a teacher is not strictly aca- I'm closer with everyone here." religious subjects. He feels that the 

RIETS. a class in YC, most of the students. demic. He frequently quotes the While recovering in the hospi- concept of Jewish education is 

After receiving his Smicha, are gone, but in SCW, the major- Chazal which says that whoever ta!, Rabbi Oratz received a call encompassed in the following 

Rabbi Oratz began· teaching. He ity of the students will remain and teaches the child of another, it is from a JSS student he taught eleven pasuk: "Shelach lachmecha al pnci 

has taught at Esther Schoenfeld wait for their teacherto appear." as if he has given birth to him. He and a half years ago. He was hamayim ... b'rov yamim 

High School and Seminary, at RabbiOratznoticesanincrease is the "localparentis." callingfromtheMidwesttoreview timtze'enu."(Kohelet,11:1) "Cast 

Teachers' Institute for Women, in Torah observance among the Rabbi Oratz laughs as he relates a d'var Torah Rabbi Oratz had your bread on the waters because 

and at YC'sJSS and IBC, in addi- SCW student body, although he the story aboutayoungmanatYC taught him. After Rabbi Oratz re- you shall find it after many days." 

tion to his instruction at SCW. ruefully explains that there is al- who was taking a final. At the viewed the point with him, the "Casting" is educating, and 

Rabbi Oratz has also served as the ways room for improvement He completion of his final, this student said, "I'm really glad I got "your bread" is the knowledge 

priQcipal of the Hillel Academy in feels that over his years of teaching graduating senior wrote, "Dear in touch with you, and don't ever taught. It will ultimately return to 

Passaic, mid as the supcnisor fur in Stem, he has SNA a i:ise in tbe Rabbi Oratz We Jeamed that a pull.l!!.iv!g_al!!.Y!>u.can't run off you, bringing great nachas and 

the student teaching program at caliber of students. teacherisconsideredasifhewere likethis;Ihavetoknowwhereto reward both to the individual 

·me. · He attributes this increase in a parent. Since it is a parent's obli- get in touch with you." teacher and to all of K 'lal Yisroel. 

Rabbi Oratz explains that the observance and higher academic gation to find a shidduch for his After his short leave, Rabbi It is this philosophy that one sees 

major force that influenced his standardtotheyearspcntinlsrael. child,Iwaswonderingifyoucould Oratz has returned, feeling a big- manifested in Rabbi Oratz's 

career choice was his mother, z'1. "Israel contributes to both the girls' help me find one." Over the years, ger responsibility to spread Torah. teaching and the response of his 

She raised him saying, "You will love and appreciation of learning Rabbi Oratz has attended many of He feels that G-d has been good to students, many of whom have said 

teach Torah when you grow up. and the sharpening of their skills his former students' weddings, him. Rabbi Oratz's recuperation that Rabbi Oratz has made them 

There is nothing better, nor is there and abilities. Their year has in- frequently serving as an eid (wit- period gave him time to "'put to- what they are today. 

Eff~ct ~fN~w Students Felt i~ Dorm Rooms and Clas~room CondnuedfromPg.1,Col.2 

for_ their mm,mu~ of six classes. and successfully registered foc eighteenth floors, as well as the s1ons were made. One dorm coun- topics relevant to this specific 

Yet, _Bacon claims t~at early courses, many still found the reg- infirmary, have been re-instituted selor discovered that people were group, as well as the student body 

mornmg classes~~ sun under- istration process "hellish." One as "temporary housing." Jiving in her floor's study hall at large, are being planned. They 

populated. An ad~1110nal section of student felt that the structured bu- Those housed in the temporary when she walked into the room one will be a part of the "first time on 

E~ghsh Compos11lon was opened reaucracy was a startling change locations have been told that they morning to daven and discovered campus" interviews with the Of-

.for those first year students who from Israel's laid back attitude. will be moved into apartments on beds. Still, Braun insists that every fice of Student S.ervices. Also in 

need to fulfill that reqmrement But students still felt that con- Lexington Avenue within two or possible effort was made to ease the planning stages is a spring sea 

Facultyandstudentcooperall?n sideringthedifficultnatureofthe three weeks. Mrs. Zelda Braun, thetransitionbothfortheretuming mester "club fair," to help new 

enabl~d the completion of the ~,f- situation; the speed with which Director of Student Services, and incoming students. students learn about the extra-

f~ult task offirst-llme reg1strat1?n· they were able to begin the se- confirmed this, saying contracts Adjustment to college life has curricular side of Stem. 

In addttton, when the stagg~nng mester was remarkable, and the are in the process of being drawn also been hampered by the sud-. Yeshiva University is also 

nu~b~r or retu':°ees was reali~ed, majority of them found that Stem up and students will hopefully be denness with which these women helping these students return to 

a mm1:°nentat1on was_ org~mzed was most-accommodating to their moved into the apartments by returned from Israel. A popular Israel. A liberal refund policy has 

precedmg standard reg1strat1on to needs. February 15. sentiment is "I would be happy in been instituted, allowing students 

h~lp acquam_t the new students Stem's increased size can be However, the transition was not Stem if this was next September. to receive a full refund if they re-

with th~ requJrements ~d proce- felt in the dormitory as well. All completely smooth. Due to the But this is supposed to be my year tum to Israel before February 11 

dures wJthin the umv_ers_,ty. of the vacated spaces in the dorm timing of the last-minute apivals, in Israel." the last day to register for classes'. 

Although the maJO~lly of the rooms have been filled, and the many dorm counselors were on In order to help these St\ldents 

students found the session helpful study halls on the eleventh and vacation ·when the housing deci- acclimate to Stem lectures on 
' 
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