
OM c/unlruta '""'"'g """'.JI in Koch Auditorium. 

Widespread Chavruta Program 
at Stern in Wake of War 

byTJkvah~11Avi __ . ___ _ 
On Wednesday evenings be

tween 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m., 
Koch Auditorium is filled with 
Stem College women participating 
in what began as Operation Torah 
Shjekl The HomeFront, sew•s 
responsetotheGulfWarcrisis, but 
what has transformed ·into the 
largest chavruta learning program 
in sew•s history. 

The chavruta program, under 
the auspices of the Torah Activi
ties Comminee, features pairs of 
sew women learning different 
parshiot of the Torah so that to
gether, the whole Torah is being 
studied. The program's goal is to 

. finish learning the entire Torah by 
Shavuot. A siyum is scheduled for 
the end of May to celebrate this 
laudable accomplishment. 

Entering its fourth week, the 
program is showing definite signs 
of success. The first night two 
hundred students appeared in the 
auditorium, and each subsequent 
week approximately seventy-five 
students attended. 

According to sew freshman 
Shani Feiner who oiganized and 
directs the chavruta program, there 
arc approximately fifty students 
who arc unable to be present dur-

_ ing _tlie_ llllotted time period and 
instead have chosen to learn on 
their own. Feiner added that the 
enthusiasm and consistency of the 
students who do participate, 
whether it be in the auditorium or 
in their own rooms, are wonderful 
to witness. 

L.E. Kagan, a junior who is 
learning Rabeinu Bachya's com
mentary on B'reihit feels that the 
weekly atmosphere in the audito
rium is truly u11lifting. She stated 
that walking into the auditorium, 
seeing each pair of women learn
ing together and everyone in the 
room caught up in the excitement 
of the program and of the learning, 
is "a really good feeling." 

The first night of the program 
an index card was presented to 
each student indicating the 
student's name, the name of her 
chavruta and the parsha they were 
assigned to learn. They were in
structed to sit with the other 
chavrutot who were learning a 
parsha from the same Book, so that 
the seating in the vast room would 
be organized according to what 
people were learning. 

For Kagan, details such as this 
made the program even more 
memorable. "Of course the learn-

ing is what's important," she said, 
"but it helps that so much hard 
work went into it." 

An anonymous participant also 
had only praise for the program. 
She stated that the program is 
"probably one of the most elevat
ing and inspiring hours of the 
week," and it is the closest she feels 
to being back in Israel. 

Feiner revealed that the students 
arc not the only ones involved with 
and excited about the program. 
Dean Karen Bacon and Dean Ethel 
Orlian have been invited to par
ticipate. Director of Student Ser
vices, 2:elda Braun, bas not only 
been invited to join, but also 
promised to have the siyum in May 
catered. 

In addition, Braun is inviting 
the local Jewish press to attend the 
celebration to publiciz.e the intense 
serious learning going on at sew. 
Feiner was extremely grateful for 
such interest on the part of the 
administration. 

President of TAC, senior 
Chay ala Weissman, added that 
students who want to join the 
program now can still do so and 
either form their own chavrutot or 
join an existing group. 

Brookdale 
Thefts Halted 

by Laura Gordimer 
A crime wave swept over Stem 

College for Women beginning 
with the week of March I. Wiibln 
a fortnight, credit cards, clothing 
and large sums of money were 
stolen from Brookdale Hall. The 
dormitory was immediately satu
rated with flyers urging students to 
be more security conscious and to 
double lock their dorm room dooB. 

An extensive h;ivestigation was 
subsequently conducted by Ye
shiva University commander Ernie 
McNamcc and Assistant Chief 
Frank Morris; Chief of Security 
Don Sommers served as overseer 
of the ordeal. 

The investigation was initiated 
by a victim of the thefts who sus
pected a fellow student of stealing, 
thus reporting her to university se
curity. Through close scrutiny, the 
student was found with the stolen 
merchandise. 

As a result of security's pur
suits, three Stern women have been 
expelled. According to Chief 
Sommers, the students "had actual 

look outs" and most definitely 
.. worked as a team." Sommers 
stated that the !hefts took ·place 
during all boun of !be day. In eiaht 
out of ten cases, tbe thefts were 
from vacant and unlocked rooma. 
The remainder of the incidents 
occurred by students brealdng into 
rooms that were not double locked. 
Yeshiva University, therefore, 
emphasized the need for students 
to concentrate on double locking 
their doors to prevent further dis
turbances. 

Burns Security Officers Rivera 
and Lal commented that tbe ma
jority of students are cooperating 
by locking their doors. In addition, 
since the students were requested 
to leave, security affirmed that no 
further thefts have been reported. 

Additionally, the investigation 
revealed a Burns security captain's 
guilty of monetary thcfta from the 
Office of the Dean in Stem Col
lege, resulting in his immediate 
dismissal from YU's staff and 
from Bums security. 

Students Initiate 
Schedule Change 

by Ban.II D. Latklu 
In a landmark administrative 

decision, Stem College women 
were given the opponunity to 
make a change in the official 
school schedule for themselves, by 
themselves. The conflict in ques
tion was scheduled classes on erev 
Pesach. Karen Bacon. sew dean. 
distributed ballots to all students to 
vote on the problematic vacation 
schedule. Only 105 students re
sponded. 

According to Dean Bacon, "the 
students raised it [tbe scbeduling 
conflict] as a problem. It was a 
large oversight on our behalf." The 
problem was first brought to tbe 
attention of the administmlioa and 
publici7.cd to the students through 
an editorial which appeared in the 
February issue of the OB
SERVER. 

The dean, wanting to 
accomodate the students, met with 
student-leaders to formulale a so-· 
lotion. The problem lay in tbe New 
York state educational policy. 
Apparently, every undergraduate 
semester in any acctedited uni
venity mllSt contain a specific 
numbeiof school days. Bec:auae of 
its extended Peuch vacation, YU 
was abort one full day of c1-. 

Bcaides Tatmlt Ealber, Purim 
and Pesacb, tbe only other day of 
vacatloll during lbe sprlna -
tcr ia Yom Ha'Atzma'ut, cel
ebrated on April 13 tbia ya,. The 
only viable oplion appeared to be 
switching tbe days 111d cancelling 
tebool Oil die Thursday before 
Pesacb, aad in ita stead, hold 
~ on Yom.Ha'Atzma'ut. 

"We scnitinbed tbe schedule 

together and discuasecl all po11ible 
solutions," said OBSERVER edi
tor-in-chief, Shoshana Levine. 
"'The best solution was to let tbe 
students themselves decide based 
on their preferences. This way, 
nobody could complain that tbe 
decision was made over her bead 
without taking her needs into ac
count. 0 

Dean Bacon immediately pro
ceeded to write up an official 
school ballot to enable the students 
to vote on which day Ibey preferNd 
to have classes cancelled. The 
ballots were distributed to all the 
students in the dormitory through 
inter-office mail. 

The ballot consisted of two 
choices. The first choice was to 
hold classes on erev Pcsach and 
have off on Yorn Ha'Atzma'ut, 
and the second was to cancel 
·c1aues on erev Pcsach and have 
half a day on Yorn Ha'Atzma'ut. 
The .,alning half a day, in that 
option, would be made up on a 
Friday morning. 

Of the 105 students who re
spooded to the vote, the majority 
exp,eued a desire to chance tbe 
schedule and cancel cwses on 
March 28. The conaenaui was lhal 
having off on erev Pcsach Waf 
mote advantagoous. 

"Becauaeoftbeaeuillg in wbidl 
Ibey [the ballots] were~ 
it WU C811Y to put the q-on
nairel aside," Dean Ba.:ca acted. 
She rellli2ed lhal tbe medlod Uled 
forapoaltivellUdelltn,apome
not tbe - bcaeficial. A mote 
recent queatlooaaire on Jewilh 
edl-1oa - cltltdbuead In .. 
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Ch-!inge through 
Action-Not Apathy 
Kudos to the administration for 

immediately replying 10 student 
eomplaints about the ill-timed date 
originally scheduled to begin 
Passover vacation. Proving to be 
amenable to our requests, the ad
ministration opened the door to 
studcnts·to voice their opinions. 
Y ct, the response was so weak, ii 
could hardly be heard. 

The opportunity for students lo 
take an active role in an adminis
trative decision by taking one 
minute to fill out the distributed 
poll forms, was neglected by a 
majority of the student body. The 
fact that less than 20% of the stu-

dent body bothered to fill out the 
sheets which addressed an issue 
tJiat directly affects them, is mind
boggling. 

Can it be that we are only 
willing to complain verbally 
without ever taking action to im
prove our conditions? It's very 
easy to voice a complaint, but 
where did everyone go when the 
time came to affect a change? 

This apathetic attitude of the 
student body must go, because if 
we students are not willing to ex
tend ourselves, the administration, 
in tum, will not extend itself to our 
needs. 

Paradise Lost 
Very often students at Stem find they could only use dining cards 

something to complain about, for their purchases, Food Services 
whether it be the scheduling of began accepting cash. The goal 
tests, a closed out class, or an un- was to accommodate the students 
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fair professor. It is quite puzzling to the extent that televisions were THE OBSERVER Staff w1·shes 
wlfy students who complained for brought in so that the students 
so long about the overcrowding in could catch their favorite soaps 
the cafeteria have refused to pa- without having to cram into the k b V' h 
tronizethenew"GardenofEatin,", overcrowded, uncomfortable a~~ _ _er sameac 
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Thursdays in Koch auditorium. Yet still only a handful of stu-
Having responded lo the com- dents patronize Koch. It is a won

plaints about overcrowding, the der why after so much complaining 
fpod committee, together with about the problem students ignore 
FOQd Services, worked diligently the attempted solution. After 
to devise a plan by which students Pesach, Food Services will evalu
could eat their meals in comfon, ate the advantages of keeping the 
without feeling ''boxed in", and "Garden" open. Perhaps when the 
-long caf lines could be shonened. lines in the caf get longer and the 
However, since the "Garden of tables more crowded and there is 

:E41in"hasopenedfourweeksago, no alternative dining place, per-
only I 8.-29 students have come haps t!ten students will learn to 
there to eat. appreciate that which they are 

When students complained that given. 
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Spurn Snobbery at Stern 
To the Editor: 

This Stem girl snobbery must 
stop. Of cou!lle I am not referring 
to you or me. 

But the other Stem girl, the one 
that bumps into you in the hall and 
doesn 'tsay "excuse me". She sees 
you walking back to Brookdale 
Hall as she walks to Stem and she 
averts her eyes to prevent ac
knowledging your nod "hello." 

But that I can handle. Must you 
and I ride up the elevator together, 
alone in total silence? Can you 
admire the elevator paneling a bit 
longer ... how carpentry can be so 
interesting to you while human 
beings are not is beyond me. 

When I hear that a girl ate her 
Purim seudah in the cafeteria alone 
because the only other people in 

the cafeteria preferred she not sit 
with them, I am troubled, and I 
know it must bother you too. 

We al Stem really have a lot in 
common; even though we don't 
dress alike and we're not all from 
the same state or country, we can 
at least be cordial. Those of you 
who consideryourselves to be of a 
friendlier nature should make an 
extra effon to go ahead and speak 
with tliat girl m the laundry room, 
or the only other girl in the orange 
lounge during the T. V. commer-
cial. ' 

That way we won't let "them" 
give the rest of us Stem women a 
bad name. 

Debbie Porash 
SCW'91 

Just Plain 
Thanks 

To the Editor: 
Believe it or not this will not be 

a criticizing letter. In. fact, this 
letter comes to praise the student 
council. I would like to thank 
student council for the copying 
machine, which was a great addi
tion to the orange lounge. 

In addition I would like to thank 
food services for the extended 
houlll in the cafeteria and the op
portunity to watch Days while 
eating. 

Funhcr, I would like to suggest 
the idea of purchasing a change 
machine In the laundry room - for 
all of us who never have change. 
Thank you again and keep up the 
good worlc. 

Channie Weiss 
SCW'93 



Nlii:!ma 51st,,•,r/ 

by Shoshana Levine 
-Survey research has repeatedly 

proven that Pesach is the most fre
quently observed holiday among 
American Jews. The meaning be
hind this interesting statistic is 
questionable and can be under
stood from different perspectives. 

One can argue that Pesach is the 
highlight of the Jewish calendar 
because at this time of year Jews 
congregate with other Jews, and in 
doing so, perceive themselves as 
performing an exclusively Jewish 
act. 

Others, however, may question 
whether attendance at a Pesach 
seder genuinely proclaims in
volvement in a Jewish activity, or 
if it simply signifies patticipation 
in a family meal under the guise of 
a feigned Jewish ritual. 

For a minority of American 
Jews, the Pesach seder truly sig
nifies participation in the recitation 
of the hagaddah, praise of G-d and 
commemoration of the day of our 
national redemption from Egypt 
In these cases, the seder meals, 
prepared in strict accordance with 
the special Pesach kashrut laws, 

Dear Editor: 
I'm writing to ask you and your 

readers to reconsider the following 
four overly broad generalizations 
from Brigitte Saffran's February 
13 article, "The Darl<:er Side of 
Christianity": Naziism, faithful to 
Christianity, punishes [sic J the 
Jews for deicide, crucifixion of 
Jesus, the blood libels and des-. 
ccration of the host." "The Holo
caust can be traced back to a long 
line of Christian anti-Semitism 
rooted in the foundation of Chris
tianity. 0 "Shadow on the Cross. 
directed by Martin Feuerstein, is 
disturbing in that it presents the 
realization that a good Christian is 
a 'good' anti-Semite and a 'good' 
anti- Semite is a good Christian." 
"It is a film that will raise the 
consciousness of all who see it." 

True, Gospel accounts blame 
the Jews more than the Roman 
Pontius Pilate for the crucifixion. 
True, Paul badmouths the Pltari
sees. True, Chlistian churches and 
clergy have all too often encour
aged anti-Semitism ranging from 
the prejudicial to the deadly. True, 
Ms. Saffran does allude to recent 
progress: Polish Catholic clergy 
and the Vatican have belatedly 

· begun to acknowledge the separate 
validity of Judaism and to explode 
Christian building blocks of anti
Semitism. Yet I am afraid that her 
article may inadvertently lower 
consciousness in that it reinforces 
anti-Christian stereotypes. 

Any religion which has lasted 
as many hundreds of years and 
traveled as many thousands of 
miles as Judaism or Christianity ( or 
Islam, for that matter) has sprouted 
impressive numbers of variations. 

ingFreetMIR 
take on secondary importance 
while the retelling and analysis of 
the redemption story becomes the 
primary focus. 

For others, Pesach means little 
more lhan,an opportunity to have 
a family reunion at a festive oc
casion. 

Chances are that for most Jews, 
the reality of Pesach lies some
where in between; and wr Jews in 
America particularly, it is the 
holiday that best comJ:,ines ele
ments of Jewish tradition with 
modem American consciousness. 

Jews have pereeived America 
as the land of opportunity - a 
country in which.Jews (asal!Olher 
peoples) have been completdy fffle 
to practice as they wish and to mold 
their own destiny. The freedom 
that America offers is both on the 
individual level, as the freedom to 
become personally fulfilled, and 
on the communal level, as the 
freedom to exhibit commitment to 
others. Our celebration of freedom 
not only permits us to lead our 
individual lives as free citizens, but 
compels us to assume the respon
sibility of building our community 

and extending the freedom we 
cherish to those less fot1unate than 
ourselves. 

The incteil8ed sense of Jewish 
identity is manifested.in the pow
erful messages of Pellaeh con
cemlng the inlpo!tanee of family. 
The Peuch seder itself creates a 
common familial bond between 
Jews. The Korf,an Pesach could 
only be C8lei1 in a communal set· 
ting. The seder begins with the 
recitationof~HaLachmaAnya
"lwl ilichvin yetei veyechol ... " -
proclaiming our responsibility to 
care and provide for our fellow 
Jews who are in need. 

In addition to the strong em
phasis on communal obligations, 
Pesach expresses values that we, 
as members of a western democ
racy can fully appreciate and 
identify with even more strongly 
than those living under more re
strictive conditions. The endorse
lOOllt of freedom and the convic
tion that tyranny and totalitarian
ism are anti-Jewish phenomena, 
are values that we espouse. 

Freedom itself, however, is 
multi-dimensional, and its dual 

TIIB LilJ!ltllr Side 
of Cfitislianity 

Not surprisingly. selective quota
tion from Jewish or Christian 
sources will uncover instances of 
prejudice against other peoples and 
religions. It will also uncover in
stances of toleration and admira
tion, as Prof. Lou Feldman's 1al, 
and Gentile io the Ancient World, 
a portion of which I am currently 
reading in typescript, details. Not 
all instances of Christian toleration 
and philo-Semitism postdate the 
Holocaust In ~. Leopold 
Bloom shouts, "Christ was a Jew 
like me," an insight which dawned 
not only on James Joyce but on 
multitudes of other Christians as 
well. Historically, some Christian 
denominations have proved in
hospitable to anti-Semitism, many 
Christian leaders have denounced 
it, and some Christians, admittedly 
far too few, have protected Jews on 
moral, human, and, yes, religious 
grounds. 

Christians have sown seeds of 
toleration as well as of hate. 
American Puritans in Massachu
setts fled Anglican iiltolerance of 
dissent in England, only to exercise 
intolerance in their tum. Adding a 
further irony, that intolerance 
helped generate a tradition of tol
erance which the first amendment 
of our Constitution eventually 
came to reflect The Bill of Rights, 
central to what has been called the 
American civil religion, sprang up 
from religious as well as political 
roots. As for the roots of Christi
anity, the deepest of which are 
biblical, some are tolerant and pro
Semitic, including most obviously 
what Christians call the Old Tes
tament 

Biblical and institutional 

Christianity formed only a few of 
the many streams which have 
flowed into anti-Semitism. The 
medieval blood libels, which 
various Popes tried to counteract, 
depended on the folkways of ig
norant, superstitious people en
couraged by some local clergy. In 
Hitler's case, political and eco
nomic n;sentments dating back to 
World War I joined jingoism, 
racism, pseudo-science, folk leg
ends, and some specific Christian 
beliefs to form the deadliest anti
Semitic compounds in history. 

It's worth remembering that 
many Christians have also fallen 
victim to hatred and violence based 
partly on religion. Consider the 
bloody history of the Americans, 
not to mention the earliest Chris
tians, not to mention murderous 
wars between Catholics and Prot
estants in which Christians killed 
each other. 

far be it from meto defend any 
Christian individual or institution 
guilty of anti-Semitic words or 
acts. Undoubtedly, many Chris
tians deserve far worse treatment 
than all but a select few receive at 
Ms. Saffran's bands: Myself nei
ther Jewish nor Christian, I fmd 
anti-Semitism viscerally repugnant 
and recognize that its conse
quences for Jews have proved in
comparably deadlier and more . 
horrifying than the consequences 
for Christians of "anti
Christianism." I agree that Jews 
should never forget anti-semitic 
atrocities, especially the Holo- · 
caust What I am nonetheless ar
guing for is a much more sophis
ticated vision of the varieties, 

Conliltwd 011 pg. 12, col. 1 

nature is frightening. Although 
freedom can cultivate communal 
responsibility, abuse of freedom 
can result in the loss of one's iden
tity. Some prefer the safety and 
security of tyranny and authoritar
ian rule in order to "escape from 
freedom," as psychologist, B.F. 
Skinner wrote. The way in which 
our freedom is employed is crucial 
to the future of the Jews. 

Unfortunately, exploitation of 
freedom is rampant throughout 
American Jewish communities, 
and is manifested in the exori>itant 
rate of assimilation and intermar
riage among American Jews. The 
dichotomy In the liberalism of 
America is such that the same 
freedom that we are given to 
practice Judaism openly and es
tablish Jewish cornmonities, also 
enables us to divorce ourselves 
from those 00IDlllllllitle 1'bou8h 
America may beasuccesssrmyfor 
Jews, for Judaism it may not be. 

Alid that is where the essence 
of community is cmcial. 

The distressing plight of 
American Jews is clearly not a 
result of a shortage of Jews nor a 
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Copy Machine in Brookdale 
In response to the needs ex

pressed by students, a photocopy 
machine has been placed in 
Brookdale Hall's Orange 
Lounge. Its twenty four hour 
accessibility and convenient lo
cation has received student ap
proval. 

Zelda Braun, Director of Stu
dent Services, and Lisa Horowitz, 
President of SCWSC, have been 
working together for several 
months to secure the machine and 
to ensure that it would be used 
optimally. The copy machine that 
they selected operates on the 

same copy system as do the 
machines in the School build
ing. This machine however, can 
only be operated with copy 

, cards to both maximize its ef
ficiency and to preclude prob
lems of coin usage. 

In addition to being sold in 
the Dean's office, these copy 
cards can now be purchased in 
the donnitory from senior Ronjt 
Ben-Ami. The profits that the 
machine earns are used to pay 
students to refill the paper, the 
toner, and to generally maintain 
the machine. 

Annual Yemenite Festival 
by Fortune Harari 

On Sunday March 17, 1991, 
the fourth annual Yemenite 
Cultural Festival was held in 
Stem College's Koch Audito
rium. The event was sponsored 
by the Institute of Yemenite 
Studies at YU. Dr Benjamin Gibli 
was invited to chair the event by 
Rabbi Dr. Mitchell Serels, the 
Associate Director of the Jacob 
E. Safra Institute of Sephardic 
Studies, who was also the pro-

.coordinator. 
The program featured a 

scholarly presentation, remarks 
by. various speakers, as well as 
the presentation of traditional and 
modern melodies by Chaim 
Zadok and Ensemble. The issues 

addressed included the preser
vation of midrashim and the role 
of the Yemenite Jews as guard
ians of their original ancient 
cultural tradition. Concluding 
remarks were made by Dr. 
Herbert C. Dobrinsky, Vice 
President of YU. 

The Yemenite congregation 
was pleased by the progress 
made by the Institute. As a 
leader of the Yemenite com
munity, Gibli expresses the 

_ hope,.1haLotheI- center.s .. of. . 
academia throughout the world 
will follow in the footsteps of 
YU in promoting a higher un
derstanding and appreciation of 
Yemenite culture. He feels that 
this progress is long overdue. 

DEAN'S FORUM: Levitt 
Speaks on Tomorrow's Success 

by Adeeva Laya Graubard 
The SSSB Dean's Forum series 

oflectures, which began during the 
fall semester, have continued this 
spring. 
• The first lecture of the semester 

was held on Wednesday, March 
20. Forty faculty members and' 
students from both YC and sew 
came to Stern to hear the lecture, 

. entitled "Marketing Successes for 
Tomorrow,'! delivered by Profes
sor Theodore Levitt. 

Levitt, who is the Edward W. 
Carter Professor of Business Ad
mini strati on at Harvard 
University's Graduate School of 
Business, came to America from 
his native Germany in 1935. He 
then received his Ph.D. from Ohio 

"State and joined Harvard Univer
sity in 1959. 

Levitt has written numerous 
articles and texts in the business 
area, including Thjnking about 
Manaee,nent. and is the recipient 
of several management awards. 

Levitt opened his rcmarlcs by 
stressing the importance of a good 
education, saying that "building 
equity today will let you reap in the 
profits tomorrow. 0 

Tomorrow, he said, feeds off 

the information learnt from past 
experiences. It is this knowledge 
from the past that helps one make 
more accurate decisions. The util
ity of knowledge is based on how 
it can help one make a decision 
with regard to future plans. 

"The main goal of business," 
continued Levitt, "is to get and 
keep customers. A businessman 
has to look at the customer's al
ternatives and think of how he can 
make his product the best avail
able." 

In today's society, there is al
ways a better product on the mar
ket than there was the day before. 
All this progress is due to an ac
celerated pace-of technological 
advancement, intensified commu
nication systems, the miniaturiza
tion of everything and demo
graphic shifts ( especially an in
crease in the elderly population). 

One of the major factors of the 
increase in productivity is global 
competition. Japan, America, En
gland and many other countties 
have business dealings throughout 
the world Additionally, businesses 
that started off on the local level 
have expanded to national and in-

Colliinued on pg. 11, col. 4 

Speech Arts Forum F~stival 
By Jacki Ginsparg 

The Speech Arts Forum spon
sored its second yearly festival this 
month. The three separate events 
took place on March 4, 5 and 6. 

On Monday March 4, the forum 
presented "Simon Tov," a concert 
of sign language for Hebrew songs, 
with Rabbi Daniel T. Grossman 

. a,ul-.. Dr •. Elayne. Robinson 
Grossman. The husband and wife 
team are very active in Jewish 
outreach, as well as having devel
oped some new signs for Hebrew 
words, which are used in Israel. 

In their performance, Dr. 
Grossman played music and sang 
songs orally while her husband 
"sang" the songs in sign language. 
The Grossmans perfonned songs 
in Hebrew, English and Yiddish, 
and taught three silent songs to the 
audience. Members of the audi
ence learned the signs to "Al 
Sh'/osha D'varim," "Shema 
Yisrae/" and "Kol Ha'Olam 

Ku/oh." 
Jodi Bruck, a speech pathology 

majortaking SCW's sign language 
course, found it "fascinating to see 
how sign language became so 
emotional when incorporated into 
music." 

According to Angelica 
Fernandez, president of the Speech 
Arts Forum, "besides just learning 
the signs, we had to learn to keep 
the signs to the rhythm of the music 
- but everyone caught on." She also 
reported that one special audience 
member was an outside guest with 
a deaf relative he planned to visit 
on Pesach. By the end of the 
program, he knew songs in sign he 
could share. 

The Tuesday night event was 
the Poetry Performance Ensemble 
with Judith Heineman. Heineman 
was an English literature teacher 
and later an actress, until she 
merged these two interests in pro
ducing the Poetry Performance 

Ensemble. 
At the: event, she and a fellow 

actor~ and dramatized modem 
poems with the help of a musical 
accompaniment. The audience, 
composed of sew and YC stu
dents, WIil! divided inlo groups and 
then asked to perfonn poetry us
ing the le!:hniques they had seen 
used. Qyer the -course of the 
evening; two original poems by 
students were read. as well as po
ems written by Heineman. 

RachelKrentmlan attended her 
first Speech Arts Forum event and 
was encouraged to come to future 
events. She said, "I bad never been 
to a poetry reading before and it 
sounded interesting because I like 
poetry, I figured I'd like to hear it 
read out loud. It was fun - you 
understood the poem from the way 
they actedj" 

The March 6 program was co-

Continued on pg. 12, col. 3 

Middle States Evaluates 
Sarita Rosenhaus 

Reviewing the strengths as well 
as the weaknesses of Yeshiva 
University, l O people from the 
Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Schools spent Sun
day March IO through Wednesday 
Mmch 13 evaluating YU's faculty, 
board of trustees, students, aca
demic departments, programa, fa
cilities, financial and fund raising 
services, and all other aspects of 
the university. 

This group, a voluntary peer 
review, comes every l O years to 
provide re-accreditation to the 
university. It also "helps to es
tablish an urgency and hierarchy 
of needs," said Karen Bacon, dean 
ofSCW. 

In preparation for the visit, YU 
conducted a self study for a year 

and a half which identified exist
ing problems and positive features 
of the university. Available in the 
central resource room at YU' s 
uptown campus, this report and 
additional written material such as 
final exams and syllabi assisted the 
team in drawing their conclusions 
under the limited lime constrainL 

To further determine their as
sessment of the college, team 
members met with faculty and 
administrators and interviewed 
randomly selected groups of stu
dents. 

In their appraisal of scholastic 
dcpartmCints at sew, each mem
ber of the Middle States team was 
assigned different primary re
sponsibilities. At sew, the group 
examined the Judaic Studies, Sci
ence, and Social Science depart-

men ts, facilities, facuhy, student 
services, student life and the li
brary. 

At the md of the four days, Dr. 
Jerome Pollack, fonner presideni 
ofFairleigh Dickinson University, 
presented an oral report to admin
istration m~bersas a summary of 
the final wptten report which will 
be sent to Rabbi Dr. Norman 
Lamm by June. One of the areas 
for improvement noted by the team 
included the need for better fa
cilities in the school. 

Efrem Nwman, YU dean, re
lated that, overall, the team "took 
a comptehensive and fair look at 
what i,ve <!o," According to Dean 
Bacon, the Middle States members 
were "impressed with the ~ 
and faculty commitment to the 
university. n 



A Taste of Israel 
in 48 Hours 

by Alyssa Herman 
On March 12 and 13, TAC's 

Israel Affairs Committee spon
sored a "48 Hours of Israel" cam
paign. This event was a joint ef
fon on the pan of two Israel ori
ented programs held ·on the two 
successive nights. 

On March 12, a lecture entitled 
"Shivat Zion HaShlishit," was 
given by Rav Meir Goldvicht in 
Stem College's Orange Lounge. 
Rav Goldvicht, who is a rosh ye
shiva at Yeshiva! Keren B'Yavneh 
in Israel, is on sabbatical and is 
presently teaching at YC. 

The audience which filled the 
room completely, and was largely 
composed of Israel enthusiasts, 
felt that Rav Goldvicht provided 
them with a refreshing taste of Is
rael. Many students were espe
cially pleased that the lecture was 
given in Hebrew. SCW sopho
more, Nomi Dworken, who spent 
the past year in Israel, asserts that 
she misses having shiurim in He
brew and feels that without such 
shiurim her Hebrew proficiency 
and learning skills suffer. 

sew senior, Vera Sacharow. 
states that she "thoroughly enjoys 

any speakers in Hebrew or about 
Israel" and hopes that such 
speakers are brought to Stern 
College on a more regular basis in 
the future. 

On March 13, an Israel party 
was held in the Orange Lounge. In 
line with the theme, students were 
requested to come dressed in blue 
and white attire. Many of the stu
dents that attended complied. 

The event featured three main 
components; free falafel, divrei 
Torah, and Israeli dance. An addi
tional Israeli touch was the "guess 
how many garinim (sunflower 
seeds) are in the jar" contest. SCW 
sophomore, Joyce Markowitz, 
won the contest having guessed the 
appropriate number which was 
1948. 

The 48 hour event was coordi
nated by the Israel affairs 
committee's co-presidents Yael 
Bloom and Malkie Russ. The ob
jective of the event was to increase 
students involvement with and 
enhance their connection to Israel. 
Bloom asserts that many more 
events in the Israel mode are being 
planned for the future. 

Orange Lounge decm-otedfor Israel night 

Who1s in Who's Who 
by Ann Aidelson 

Sixteen Stem College students· 
have been selected to be part of the 
1991 "Who's Who Among Stu
dents in American Universities and 
Colleges."The"Who'sWho"isan 
annual publication designed to 
recognize outstanding students and 
to be a source of information to 
prospective employers. This 
hardcover book includes an al
phabetical listing of participating 
universities and colleges, followed 
by an alphabetical listing of all 
selected students. A short biogra
phy is also provided, which in
cludes information about each 
student, including her degree, 
major and extracurricular 
achievements. 

In order to qualify, students 
must be graduating seniors. Ac
cording to Dr. Israel Miller, vice 
president of YU, they are nomi
nated in several ways. Dean Karen 
Bacon and Zelda Braun. director 
of student services. select students 

based on a combination of aca
demic achievement and student 
involvement. This list of candi
dates is reviewed by Dr. Miller and 
the president of Student Council, 
who determines whether the stu
dent has played an active role in 
school activities. Each school is 
limited by a quota established by 
the "Who's Who," determined 
based on the size of its student 
body. 

The following Stem College 
students will have entries in this 
year's edition of the "Who's 
Who": Deborah Aharon, Sherry 
Aronson, Sharona Cunin, Gytta 
Ehrman, Jennifer Epstein, Sharon 
Fischer, Nechama Goldman, Lisa 
Horowitz, Michal Jona, Lisa 
Lasher, Shoshana Levine, 
Shoshana Levitz, Rachel 
Maricowitz, Rachel Mohl, Deborah 
Potash, and Karen-Weissman. 

Congratulations to all those 
who have been selected. 

Women•s History Month 
Celebrated at SCW 

by Leah Frankel 
In celebration of Women's 

History Month, the sew history 
department, in conjunction with 
the Speech Arts Forum, co-spon
sored a dramatization of Charlotte 
Perkins Gillman's short story, 
"The Yellow Wallpaper." The 
production was held on Wednes
day March 6 in SCW's Koch Au
ditorium. 

The solo dramatization of 
Gillman' s classic story was origi
nally adapted by actress Laurie 
James. James' performance of the 
short story is done almost verba-

tim. She alternates live perfor
mance with taped audio speech. 
She maintains that through this 
medium the feelings conveyed by 
the book come across more clearly. 

James herself is actively in
volved in promoting the spread of 
interest in and knowledge of 
women's history. She has per
formed her one-woman drama 
over 300 times at both conferences 
and universities throughout the 
United States. James has also spent 
time writing books on the life and 
works of suffragette Margaret 
Fuller. 

1n the past, sew b8li bro11pit 
in speakers to celebrate WorrAtl,'s 
History month. Dr. Scbrec:ker, /lie 
headofSCW'shislory~ 
thought that this sort of e"~nt 
would appeal to a whole new IIU· 
dience. The event was well At

tended and drew a Jarser audi~ 
than have similar events in the~ 

The selection of "The Y el\l)v, 
Wallpaper" was based upon ¥V
era! criteria. For one; many~ 
students have been assiglicd!O ~ 
the story through ass!~ In 
English and history clasaef, l1a 

cont'dp. 8 ~4 

Revival of Student Senate 
by Lori Turkel 

The Stem Student Senate held 
its second and third meetings of the 
academic year on February 20 and 
March 6, respectively. Topics 
discussed included the need for the 
availability of course syllabi at the 
time of registration and the im
portance of the prompt return of the 

·mid-term grades, in time for the P/ 
N (pass/fail registration) deadline. 

All six members of the faculty 
that serve on the Senate, Dr. 
Babich, Professor Cohen, Dr. 
Desantis, Dr. Horowitz, Dr. 
Neaman and Dr. Sykes were 
present. as were SCW's Dean Ba
con and Dean Orlian, SSSB's 
Dean Jaskoll, and Zelda Braun, 
from the Office of Student Ser
vices. Only two student senators, 
Ruchie Sasnowitz and Melissa 
Gabel, attended. 

Sasnowitz, who occupies the 
position of secretary of the Senate, 
explained that the Senate is an 
"intermediary body between the 
faculty and the students. It allows 
students to voice their opinions 
regarding academic issues, and is 
a great tool if one talces advantage 
ofiL" 

Before this year the Senate was 
basically inactive. Meelings were 
rarely held and senators, eleclied by 
the student body. were handed the 

title with no responsibilities at
tached to it. 

Sasnowitz organized this first 
meeting of the year after recog
nizing that such meetings could be 
a productive means by which the 
Senate could finally deal with 
academic issues. 

The discussion at the February 
20 meeting centered around two 
matters: conducting a review of 
one academic major at each Senate 
meeting until SCW's entire cur
riculum is evaluated. and course 
syllabi from previous years being 
made avallable for students enter
ing a new class. 

Although Dr. Babich and Dean 
Orlien felt that individual depan
memal meetings may be produc
tive and therefore should be held, 
Dean Bacon assened that such 
meetings would not be practical 
due to the large faculty member
to-student ratio that exists within 
some of the departments. Instead, 
she stated, faculty members will 
attempt to provide individual 
guidance sessions to students 
witbin their departments. · 

The senators present at the 
meetingrqwaeilledtheSCW stu
dent body when Ibey complained 
about !be ladr:of syllabi available, 
ootallowillglllldenls lbeopportu
nity to examine !be nature of the 

course before registering for it. • 
Course descriptions are us1'~1y 
insufficient, students feel, ~d 
word of mouth is usually IISl)\es,i 

because many classes are AlllY 
given once every four ~-

At the next meeting on ~h 
6, Gabel resolved the issu~ by 
bringing to the attention of~ 
that all course syllabi are kejlf on 
file in the library for two y~. 
Students interested in lookisl' at 
the syllabus for a course W'!/ iu 
fact do so. 

At the same meeting, the ~ue 
of returning mid-tenn exams >/<Sll 
also resolved. It was decided Iha! 
it is the responsibility of the ,111-
dents to ensure that the ~ are 
promptly returned. Students l\lUSI 
be the one 10 impress on !lleir 
teachers the importance of a 
prompt retwn of exams. 

Future Senate meetings wi\J be 
held during Club Hour every ll/llet 
week. in room 819 , and all MU
dents, especially the ~. are 
invited toallelld. Students....,~ 
cnc:owageil totalt to lhoir ~ 
and inform them of issues Iba! t,ey 
would like to soo addreaod, Ju 
Sunowilzcaltj,11 iad,the~ 
is "an opporlllDil)' and forad\ f« 
them (the illlldenl&J to &peak ljleir 
mindsllldeft'ec:tcbange.-



Socially II 
by Malka Fogel 

One of the undisclosed wonders 
of the world remains to be the Stem 
student's schedule. The dual cur
riculum which comprises her pro
gram of study, speeches, shiurim, 
dates, as well as engagement par
ties galore, represent only a hand
ful of the events she is involved in 
on a weekly basis. Yet, these very 
students are frequently spotted, 
arms laden with packages, deliv
ering food to homeless people or 
bringing warm smiles to those 
confined to hospital rooms or 
homes. 

A newcomer to Stem who ap
proac hes the bulletin board in 
Brookdale Hall must talce a double 
take when she sees the scores of 
posters announcing volunteer ac
tivities. These activities take her 
from the Lower East Side up to 
Washington Heights, as well as 
many places in between where as
sistance is needed. Many of the 
programs are coordinated by Stem 
while others, independent of the 
college, have liaisons in school 
who organize the activities. 

. Pmject~<ll enlistfil vohm-
teers from Stem to lend physical 
as well as emotional support to the 
elderly who live on the Upper West 
Side. In many cases, the clients, 
often unable to leave their homes, 
schedule appointments with their 
doctors and are unable to walk 

· alone. Some find their refrigera
tors bare and cannot go shopping 
alone. 

The volunteers bring packages 
c,ffood, phonethe elderly, and even 
stop by to say hello. They escort 
the clients to their various ap
]Xlintments or accompany them on 
walks around the city. Social 
workers maintain contact with the 
volunteers to ensure that all the 
Clients• n~ds ~are met. 

However, the friendship the 
volumeers bring has a far greater 
impact. "Sometimes, the woman 
I visit lapses into depression be
cause her family is unable to see 
her as often· as she would like and 
she gets lonely," says volunteer 
Rachel Krentzman, an SCW jun
ior. "I try to call often enough to 
show I care and when I'm there we 
talk about curr;nt events and 
compare how we've spent our 
day." 

The ser-

Ill Ill 

volunteers attend telephone classes 
which link them to up to eight 

YU Hands Across The World 
' people on a conference line. 'The 

student teachers inform the par
ticipants about the Jewish holidays 
and customs. "The first time I lis
tened in on a session, I was ex~ 
tremely moved." Krentzman re-
called. It was an experience hear
ing so many people who otheiwise 
would not have any exposure to 
Jewish concepts get to learn so 
much. It definitely improves their 
quality oflife." 

Culturally Ill 1111 1111 

Project Ore, sponsored by the by Deborah Aharon 
Educational Alliance, operates a The Jewish community is 
drop in center in the Emunas Israel multi-faceted and multi-dimen
Synagogue in midtown Manhattan sional in both the realms of reli
for isolated and homeless Jews. gious observance and social struc
Yeshiva College students regu)arly ture. But there exists another as
volunteer there and now Stein stu- pect of the community, often 
dents are becoming involved as overlooked, that is intrinsic to both 
well. The program serves from of these realms: the cultural aspect 
thirty to forty people daily, bring- The culture of a people is an 
ing them a hot, catered lunch and im]Xlrtant part of their identifica
tending to some of their other tion with themselves and is re
needs. A lawyer offers free legal fleeted in the manner in which they 
counsel and YC students teach interact with others. In fact social 
classes in Jewis_h studies. . adjustment usually requ~ adap-

-- _ _'The_ co_o,:ci•n~or, ~1ch~el ___ ll!!i!l!li!lor@IDJ1mmiseonthepar1 
Schwartz, a YU alumnus, heads a of one's culture. .. .. 
group of people dedicated to the This is particularly im]Xlrtant 
well-be mg. of _these people who for the Yeshiva University scholar 
hve pnmanly m welfare shelters to understand since the American 
and •;en on. the ~!reets _of New Jewish community is com]Xlsed of 
York. 'The chents, descnbes Ben people who originate from many 
Wiener,coordinatorfrom YC, "are 

different countries and back
grounds. 

While many Jewish communi
ties rich in tradition were success
ful in maintaining their heritage 
while simultaneously adjusting to 
society around them, there were 
those that found it very difficult 
The difficulty depended on the 
strength of their own religious 
commitment. and on the Jewish 
and secular expectations of the 
American people. 

Ashkenazic and Sephardic 
Jewry in America suffered similar 
losses io !be religio~ sphere but 
culturally, the Sephardim were, 
and still are the minority and 
therefore had more difficulty up
holding their tradition. 

For.this reason, many commu
nities either closed themselves off 

from all different spectrums of Ju
daism. Many are orphaned and 
have become alcoholics, while 
others are handicapped. One day, 
a drug addict stopped in to daven 
mincha." 

Halachically • 1111 • 
The goal of the program, reha

bilitation of the clients to the point 
where they will rejoin the work 
force, is accomplished by assign
ing them responsibilities. They 
answer phones and perfonn other 
office tasks which help them feel 
needed. 

The program had been closed 
on Sundays due to lack of funds. 
However, the 14 YU students in
volved in the problem have begun 
to bring bagged lunches which are 
prepared by the YU 
cafeteria to dis-

tribute to 
the clients. They 

do not, however, 
merely deliver food and 
then leave. Each Sunday, 
the students check up on 
the clients with whom 
they have established re
lationships. Many of the 

people have lived through 
extreme hardship and do not 

easily trust others. However, af
ter interacting with the volunteers, 
they begin to open up and become 
friendly. 

The people frequenting this 
shelter are not the atypical group. 

Conliniud on pg. 11, col. 4 

By Shani Feiner and Ellen Payne 
While evaluating man's role in 

society and particularly in a com'
munity, many factors have to be 
taken into consideration. Though 
there is an almost universal social 
ethic, mandating that people within 
a society interact kindly with one 
another, there exists a Torah ethic 
as well. 

HaRav Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
laments tht"jfate of modem man: 
"He has developed the habit of 
confronting his fellow 
man ... seeking to dominate and 
subordinate man, instead of com
municating and communing with 
him ("Confrontation," Im!!i!k!n,6. 
p. 16). 

He maintains that it is difficult 
to compromise the two due to the 
vital role community plays in. Ju
daism. Firstly, Judaism deals with 
the problem of "individualism 
versus collectivism" on a meta~ 
physical level. If each Jew is sup
posed to imitate the ways of 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and at the 
same time interact with others 
how does one find one's true self? 

The Rav explains that since the 
Jewish community is not just an 
"assembly of people who work 
together for their mutual benefit 
but a metaphysical entity, a~ 

individuality .. a living whole," it 
contains a life of its own. Though 
Knesset Yisrael consists of many 
individuals, each complements 
another by JXlSSessing something 
unique and rare. 

A Jew who disassociates him
self from the community, is there
fore preventing his unique message 
from impacting on others. Each 
"lonely man" adds a new dimen
sion to the awareness of the com
munity. He contributes something 
no one else can contribute. 

Therefore, Hashem had to first 
create man "levado" - alone, and 
only later joined him with other 
members of society. Each mitzvah 
included in the Torah pertaining to 
man and his fellow man is meant 
to connect individuals to form a 
united community. The process of 
doing so encompasses every aspect 
of chesed. 

If HaKadosh Baruch Hu cre
ated this world as a manifestation 
of his love for creatures, then by 
affinning another being's exist
ence, we manage to imitate the 
ways of our Creator. The premise 
behind all the laws and acts of 
ge'!'illut clwsed is recognizing the 
existence of a fellow Jew, identi
fying him physically, and affinn
ing that he is irreplaceable. 

to the world around 
them or integrated 
themselves with their 
Ashkenazic counter
parts. 

With this in mind, the 
Safra Institute for 
Sephardic Studies at Ye
shiva University filled a 
role that was necessary 
not only to educate the 
students actually in at
tendance but also to 
serve to enlighten the 
Jewish community 
outside of YT:J • 

Sephardic culture 
and customs, for ex
ample, are preserved 
and further nurtured 

TheMaHaRal 
explains as well 
that when Hashem 
said: "Lo tov heye' h 
adarn le' vado - It is not 
good for man to be 
alone," He was reflecting 
the existence of man as 
a singular, self
sufficient being. 
This was an inap
propriate state for 
man, and He requires in
teraction with his fellow 
man. He must do this not only 
to obtain an effective level of 
productivity, but to develop 
moral sensitivity as well. 

Hillel HaNasi, therefore, 
provides us with a wise dictum 
in Pirkei Avot ( I ;4) "Ifl am not for 
me, who will be for me? And if I 
am [only] for myself, what am I?" 
Each person must protect his own 
interests in order to grow into a 
capable human being. Once he has 
developed sufficiently, the only 
possible expression of his exist
ence is communal contribution; for 
otherwise he must ask. "What am 
I?" 

Hillel also describes hwY. one 
should extend beyond himself to 
help others. Just as a Jew develops 
himself and moves outward, so 

E. Safra Insti- role in uniting students on the YU 
lute for campus in an educational and so
s e p h a r d i c cial atmosphere. 
Studies. The The Institute for Yemenite 
institute, under studies achieves cultural integra
the direction of tion through incorporation of spe
Rabbi Dr. cial classes into the regular YU 
Mitchell Serels, curriculum. 
is dedicated lo This year the Belz School of 
ensuring the Music offered, for the first time, a 
continuance of course in Yemenite Liturgical 
Sephardic tradi- Music. Other courses that have 
lions through been offered for a few years now 
programs and include those at SCW given by 
special events Haham Solomon Gann-including 

. Oil .. _,rn<!_ <;>Jf .. _S~pbard.ic Life Cycles and 
campus. Sephardic Festivals. 

T h e But the outreach to Sephardic 
Sephardic and Yemenite communities out
Oub, for in- side of YU who are struggling to 
stance, plays maintain their cultural standard is 
a significant fascinating. Yair Yaish, a 

one ap
proaches 

communal 
contribution 

in levels. The 
Oemara there

fore teaches us: 
"Your own poor 
come first ... the 
poor of your own 
city come first" 
(Bava Metzia 
71a). Each unit of 

society satisfies its 
· own needs and then 
extends itself to the 

next larger unit. 
Even if one 

reels that it is too hard 
to contribute to a specific group in 
society requiring chesed (e.g. 
physically or mentally handi
capped, elderly, terminally. ill), 
halacha has pmvided us with a 
means of associating with the en
tity of a community. Hillel, there
fore, says in Pirkei Avot that once 
society has consolidated in agree
ment on a certain issue, "Do not 
separate [yourself] from the com
munity" (2:4) 

The MaHaRal comments that 
when members of a community 
fonn a cohesive unit, the whole 
becomes greater than the sum of 

its parts. The unified strength of the 
community cannot make an impact 
on mankind without individual 
support and encouragement 
<Derech Chaim Pirkei Avot 2;4). 

Thus, the individual and com
munity have a symbiotic relation
ship with one another. While the 
desires of the individual must 
sometimes be sacrificed for the 
sake of the community, the latter 
in turn has a positive effect on the 
individual. 

If, however, society has become 
corrupt, then the Rambam main
tains that the individual can no 
longer gain and should live in se
clusion <Mishneh Torah Hilchot 
Deot, 6:2). 

In most cases, the halacha re
garding communal sacrifice is 
clear. We are commanded over 36 
times in the Torah to take care of 
the converts; concern and tzedakah 
must be given to the poor, wid
owed and orphaned. We must rec
ognize the invaluable existence of 
every member of society and 
sometimes even forsake our own 
interests to fulfill the will of 
Hashem, manifesting concern for 
fellow Jews. 

Ha/acha is sensitive as well, 
however, to cases where benefits 
of both the individual and society 

Yemenite student at RIETS, took 
two weeks out of his schedule to 
travel to Los Angeles in order to 
strengthen and enrich the tradition 
that members of the community 
already practiced. Due to his suc
cess, this type ofprogra,n may also 
be attempted in a similar commu
nity in Florida. 

There is also interest in teach
ing students leadership skills in 
order that they maybe able to con
tinue in the footsteps of their an
cestors. One such leadership 
seminar was held recently in 
Washington DC and'then in LA . 

YU' s role in outreach to the 
community is clearly broader than 
simply lciruv and tzedakah, but 
includes responsibility toward 
those who respect cultural tradi
tions. 

are at stalce. Such a situation illus
trated by our chachamim is when 
amoumer- one who, mandated by 
Jewish law must observe shiva, 
fills a vital position in his com
munity, such as a doctor. 

In this case, haiacha leaves the 
option open for the individual to 
decide. He may relinquish his right 
to a complete emotional recovery 
by returning to his post for the 
well-being of his community, or he 
may talce the time to reconcile his 
personal tragedy though the com
munity may suffer. Shortening the 
shiva period is an option as op
posed to an obligation. Likewise, 
in any situation that endangers both 
individual and community rights, 
the individual is at libeny to decide 
what course of action to pursue. 

He may never, however, detach 
himself from his community when 
the ]Xltential exists for self-devel
opment and universal good. The 
progress of the individual and so
ciety are intertwined: the good of 
one ultimately balances the good 
of the other. Communal service, 
therefore, does not only fulfill a 
social ethic but a Torah ethic as 
well. For without the development 
of relationships prescribed by To
rah and ha/acha, a Jew is not 
complete. 

~Ill II , , ·· 

by Ricki Lei 1g1ous y II II II 

How many lives have you The gO<lls of Counterpoint and 
touched? How many people have Seminar are similar. The main 
you influenced? difference liea in the llldlence. Toe 

Any given person may have a high school students who ~ 
few examples of individuals he or Counterpoint generally have 
she has affected. However, it is weaker Judaic bacqrounda than 
extremely difficult, almost im]XlS- the students on the VHS Seminar. 
sible, to determine precisely the Although their school8 do offer 
extent of one• s contributions to Jewish courses and an run in an 
society. Orthodox manner, the schools of-

With this idea in mind, a recog- fer very little religiooa guldallce for 
nition must be developed for one the students. 
of the Yeshiva University's Max "Therefore, methods utilized on 
Stern Division of Communal Ser- Counterpoint must be altered 
vices' most noble causes: outreach. sliBhtly to accommoda!e pasalble 
MSDCS has been running a vari- initial bostilitiesorskepliclsm. On 
etyofoutreachprogramsformany the positive side, the lack of ex
years. These religious communal tensive previous exposure to reli- · 
services began as far back as the gion lends for a more inquisitive 
1950's. The programs were origi- and interested attitude. 
nally geared toward training rab- Finally, since they all come 
bis and teachers, and helping from the same school, they know 
schools and synagogues. each other, and there is no dis-

Presently, MSDCS runs a vari- tracting social element involved as 
ety of programs and seminars, each there is on Seminar. 1'he students, 
targeting a specific audience. The therefore, drink in the experience 
Torah Leadership Training Semi- and take advantaae of the unique 
nar for Yeshiva high school stu- opportunity offered to them. It is 
dents, was formed through the this positive experience which is 
MSDCS office. Eventually, these the main focus; any chanae In rell
seminars paved the way for the gious practice on the part of the 
increasingly popular "seminar" students is simply looked upon as 
sbabbatonim of today. an additional positive result, 

The Yeshiva high school Barry Bender, director of 
Seminar is designed to give stu- Kirov-College Outreach, another 
dents a positive Jewish experience organization under the auspices of 
in an informal Torah atmosphere. MSDCS, expresses similar ideas. 
For five days, ·students are inun- He explains that the original pur
dated with Jewish music, sessions pose of Kiruv. when it began in 
and skits. The goal is for the Ye- 1986, was to combat assimilation 
shiva University students to act as and intermarriage by heightening 
role models, to whom the "semi- students' senses of Jewish identity. 
narians" can look up and respect The goal remains intact today, 

Rachel Mohl, a recent SCW However, once someone's Jewish 
graduate, attended six seminars identity is touched upon, be or she 
including two as a "seminarian". will naturally want to study more. 
Mohl says that, "As a kid I re- "They will inevitably study 
membered the YU advisors and more about their culture and tradi
lool<ed forward to !hat stage of my lion, possibly leading to a change," 
lifewhenltoocouldbeone. These he asserted "But this change isan 
kids are tomorrow's leaders. outgrowth, not the focus. To ex
Hopefully, Seminar will provide pect it to be the focus is asking for 
them with a basis to fall back on a lot." Kiruv finnly believes that 
later in life." it is up to the individual to make 

There is, of course, an element the decision to change his or her 
of re- cruitment religious commitment YU stu-
i n - volved as dents simply spend a Shabbat as 
w e I I . How- guestsoftheJewisbcommunityof 
ever, the main a univenity; at limes, the Jewish 
focus is to provide communities there are almost 
a positive Jewish ex- nonexistent. Each of these 
perience for the high communities ai>-
school students, within pre c i ates 
a halachic framework. the dis-

Similar 10 YHS 
Seminar is a prouam 
called CountetpoinL It is 
run in threecitiea: Winnipes 
in Canada and Perth and 
Melbourne in Australia. In 
Winnipes there an, two retreats. 
The group and the lllllff an bolh 
smaller than that of Seminar. The 
Australian propam nmsa series of 
five retreats duougboul aaix week 
period. 
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Th~ Question Rekindled : 
To Return or Not to Return 

Elana Hartstein 
Out of the 58 students who re

turned from Israel due to the Gulf 
Crisis and joined Stem College for 
Women, 22 have returned to Israel 
to continue their studies in their 
respective yeshivor and michlalot. 
Sixteen others have decided to 
remain enrolled at Stem full time, 
and the remaining 20 are 
unaccounted for according to the 
registrar. 

Due to the unforeseen circum
stances of the Gulf war, Stem had 
to determine how to accommodate 
the sudden increase of students in 
an already overcrowded and 
overtaxed college. Challenges 
facing Stern included trying to 
create new classes, over-tally oth
ers and find the perpetually 
searched for extra dorm space. 

Because of the uncertainty 
surrounding the crisis, and not 
knowing when it would end, Ye
shiva University allowed returnees 
the opportunity to enroll at Stem 
and receive a full tuition refund 
should they decide to return to Is
rael by February 11th. This gave 
students the time they needed to 
decide if they wanted to return to 
Israel, without being penalized fi
nancially. 

When a cease-fire was an
nounced on February 28th, the 
deadline to decide whether to re-

tum to Israel was extended to 
March 5th. This gave parents and 
students more time to evaluate the 
situation and determine if they felt 
it was still too dangerous to return 
to Israel. 

For students who were on the 
Joint-Israel program, the financial 
matters were dealt with more 
smoothly. The only money that 
was non-refundable was the dorm 
fee, which had been agreed upon 
by the students in the early stages 
of the crisis. . 

"They [Stem Administrators] 
were so accommodating," one 
student returning to Israel ex
claimed. "The administration was 
so helpful and interested in our 
well-being. Everyone was so nice 
- I'm looking forward to coming 
here [to Stem] to stay next year." 

The 16 students who decided to 
continue the year in Stem did so 
for many different reasons. Some 
had planned to return home for 
Pesach anyway; they felt that the 
year was basically over now and 
therefore it did not pay for them to 
return. Others cited the expensive 
cost of a flight to Israel, and said 
that they just could not afford it. 

Many of these students, in
cluding Navi Bardash, SCW 
freshman, and Leah Frankel, sew 
sophomore, both of whom returned 
before the January 15th deadline, 

are planl)ing co return to Israel next 
semester. Frankel said she wants 
to go back because she feels that 
she missed out on her "year in Is
rael." She wants to experience the 
true meaning of Y om 
Yerushalayim, Yorn Ha'atzma'ut, 
Purim, learning all night on 
Shavuot and "walking to the Kotel 
and seeing the sun rise in the early 
morning." 

The 22 students who did return 
to Israel said that they were happy 
to return and "pick up where they 
left off." According to Atara 
Dickstein, although Stem offers 
excellent Judaic Studies, "it's not 
the same as being in Israel and 
studying Torah." 

Chana Ringel, one of the first 
students to return to Israel before 
the official announcement of the 
anticipated cease-fire, said that she 
felt that it was important to return 
immediately, because the war was 
the reason that they left so sud
denly. 

Jullian Borowich returned to 
Israel for the remainder of the year, 
even though she had planned to 
spend Pesach home with her fam
ily in the United States. Although 
Pesach is usually a holiday most 
students spend with their families, 
Borowich asked herself how many 
more opportunities she would have 
to spend Pesach in Israel. 
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accessibility, as well as its appear
ance on Mayor Dinkins' Women's 
Month suggested reading list, 
made it a viable choice. 

"The Yellow Wallpaper," 
written in the late 19th century, 
illustrates a woman's internal 
tension between having an extra
marital life and a family. The pro
tagonist, longing for something 
beyond her position as a wife, is 
trapped within the constraints of 
her traditional role. Schrecker feels 
that a parallel exists in the lives of 
Stern College women who may 
feel tension between choosing a 
career and desiring a family. 

Schrecker believes that "gim
micks" such as Women's History 

Month and productions such as 
"The Yellow Wallpaper'' focus the 
public's attention on women's 
history and retroactively provoke 
more interest in women's issues. 
She asserts that a production such 
as this one is felt to be important, 
both as an art form and as a "way 
of giving women a knowledge of 
their own history and an awareness 
of what it means to them." 

Schrecker would like to both 
broaden and develop SCW stu
dents' understanding of women's 
studies. She asserts that this is the 
goal and primary function of such 
events and of courses such as the 
one that she is presently offering, 
The History of Women in the 
United States. 
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by Elizabeth Botterman 
The end of the Gulf war brought 

freedom to Kuwait, and pride and 
joy to the hearts of Americans. 
Banking on its recent success, and 
its new Arab allies, the United 
States has pledged to ensure the 
establishment oflasting peace be
tween the Arabs and Israelis. 

Praised for her restraint during 
the incessant SCUD attacks which 
caused damage estimated at mil
lions of dollars, Israel is once again 
facing pressure to give back the 
West Bank, Gaza, and the Golan 
Heights. 

In his address to Congress two 
weeks ago, President Bush said 
that he would like to see Israel and 
the Arab nations negotiate a peace 
settlement. He also said that Israel 
would have to entertain the idea of 
engaging in a "land for peace" 
settlement in order to solve the 
Palestinian problem. 

On his trip to the Middle East 
last week, Secretary of State James 
Balcer met with representatives of 
Egypt, Syria, and Saudi Arabia 
before malcing his first visit to Is
rael. Notably absent from the 
meetings were King Hussein of 
Jordan and Y asir Arafat, both of 
whom supported President 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq, and are 
now suffering from a lack of 
cn:dibility. 

The representatives of these 
countries were championing for an 

international conference on the 
Palestinian problem, a proposal 
that the Shamir government has 
opposed. However, Baker said that 
this is not an opportune time to 
convene an international confer
ence, and that it will have to wait 
until a later date. 

During his visit to Israel, Baker 
was taken on a helicopter ride from 
the western Mediterranean border 
to the green line, a ride that took 
approximately five minutes, illus
trating Israel 's vulnerability to 
terrorist attacks and its need for 
secure borders. Baker was also 
taken to Y ad Vas hem Holocaust 
museum and memorial. After this 
visit, he commented that "Israel 
is really the answer to what I've 
seen." His visit was marred by the 
brutal stabbing of four women in 
Jerusalem on the day of his arrival. 
Baker called the murders an at
tempt to "kill peace," and pledged 
to continue working and not be 
deterred. 

Current statements by the 
Shamir government seem to sug
gest that the Israeli government 
will not consider giving back the 
West Bank or the Golan Heights, 
especially in light of recent terrorist 
activities within the country. Two 
years ago, Shamir had proposed a 
plan which would allow Palestin
UIIIS in the West Bank to elect of
ficials and rule themselves, but it 
was never initiated. 

The increasing wamJth between 
Syria and the United States has 
worried many in Israel. Israelis are 
also concerned about America 
aligning herself with a nation that 
is a known sponsor of worldwide 
terrorism. In the past weeks there 
has been much talk about a pos
sible peace initiative beginning 
between Syria and _Israel. How
ever, many in Israel point to Syria's 
recent acquisition of its own 
SCUD missiles, capable of doing 
worse damage than Iraq's, as evi
dence that Syria is not ready to 
malce peace with Israel. 

Congressman Stephen Solarz 
(Dem-New York), a long-term 
strong advocate of Israel who just 
returned from a trip to Israel and 
Syria, said that Syria's recent 
overtures to Israel would have to 
be "put to a test." 

According to Uriel Savir, 
counsel general of Israel, Israelis 
are relieved to once again "breathe 
fresh air" without the use of a gas 
mask. He says, however, that be-
cause Saddam Hussein is still in 
power, "the game isn't over yet." 
He also said that Israel is willing 
to negotiate on anything but its 
security. 

What remains to be seen is 
whether America can indeed se
cure a lasting peace in the Middle 
East. And for that, only time will 
tell. 
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Te,al: The ,,..iaHI 11111 
By Sholluma Levine 

Chaim Topol, traditionally and 
affectkxmlelyknownas Tevye, has 
touched the lives of thousands of 
"Fiddler on the Roof' fans across 
the globe. Bero and bred in Tel 
Aviv, !be 55-year-old actor spent 
some years acting with the Haifa 
lbeatcr, and among his roles was 
thllt· of Tevye in "Fiddler on the 
Roof." 

Topol made his film debut in 
the Israeli comedy "I Like Mike," 
and then starred in the award 
willlli,Dg "Sallah Sbabati." It was 
bis illapring pmfonnance as the 
eidedyllil*I Sallah that led to 
~tifall,l!lgTevye, once again, 14 
~-~limeintheLondon 
Slappnjdliclionof"Flddleron the 
Roof."' 

1be young actor became a star 
ovemight. Qls meJn01'ilble Tevye 
captivated 1he )IQblic and critics 
alike. In. 1970 be repeated his 
petfomlance a& Tevye in Nonnan 
Jewison 's film "Ftddler on the 
Roof." For thai perfonnance he 
won a Golden Globe and was 
llOIDin-1 for an Oscar. 

Since then he has appeared in 
various other shows including 
"The CaucasianCllalk Circle" and 
"Othello," and many films in
cluding "Winds of War" and 
"Flash Oonlon." 

In 1983-, Topol returned to 
London to re-create his role in 

· "Fillillef' to packed houses at the 
Apollo Victoria Theater, Earlier 
this year he made his debut on 
Broadway and is scheduled to 
perform as Tevye through the end 
of April 

Topol is married and has three 
children who all live in Israel in the 
Tel Aviv area. He divides bis time 
between Israel, London and now 
New Y orlc. In Israel, he diteets the 
PopularTheatcroflsnlel and is the 
managing director of Multi.Im
ages, a production company in 
London. 

OBSERVER: How did you get 
involved in acting? Did you always 
aspire to be an actor since you were 
young? . 

TOPOL: No-I was in the army 
and I didn't know what my future 
would bring. One day I was fooling 
around with a bunch of guys -
acting, singing and telling jokes -
and my army commander who 
observed my little .perfonnance, 
approached me when I was done 

and told me to report to the mili
!llrY theater immediately. My act
ing career took off from there. 

OBSERVER: Although you 
are mainly identified as Tevye, 
Tevye is also identified by other 
actors. Have you ever met Zero 
Mostel and discussed your roles? 

if so, did the director give you a 
harotime? 

TOPOL: Do I look like some
one that people give him a lwd 
time? Yes-lttaYelled to Israel and 
spent eight days there; My family 
is·t11ere aniCI I felt that I wanted to 
be lbere wilhtllem. My heart was 
with my elilldaen, my parents. my 
frlendl. That's why I went. I left 
my'showtogotokraelalso in '67 
wljcn,the war broke out. My 
fllinily's there, my home is theJe 
8Dlrin times like that I should be 
them 

travel around a lot, but l always 
retUm to Israel as soon as I can. 

.OBSERVER: What do you as 
Topol, not Tevye, think about the 
message of the play-the gradual 
breakdown of the once steadfast 
Jewish tradition? Do you feel the 
message is relevant today? Has this 
play changed your outlook on life 
and sensitivities about Jewish 
values? 

TOPOL: No. I don't think 10. 
My J-ish values and W..about 
Judaism don't come fnml thetlle
ater. My Je.wlidtva11--..ho 
my upbrin8ial. ftent•wllil' · 

TOPOL: Yes. I've met him on· 
several occasions. Each one of us 
plays the role very diffCJCDlly 
based on our varied backgrounds. 
There are many diff-uush 
of ourperfonnances-__. 
subtle than others. We~· 
our ownnuances,B01111>1laMiput 
intothescriptandplan~ 
andothersthatwejust~ 
as we go along. 'l'bere'sorieftmny 
scene when Golda is trying-to 
speak with Tevye about_ asbidduch 
for their daughter, 8!)d Tevy,; 
hushes her and pretends to· be 
praying. That's my inno'Yationad 
unique to my perforinance. It's 
true, we all play the same chanc- .·, 
ter, Tevye, butjustasanytwoac
tors are different, their portrayals 
of identical characters are varied 
too. 

I went through this experience 
years ago in 1948 wben-Israel -
scrugglingforil!<n~and 
I -living in die samiJ Tel· Avi-v 
nei~ - l,.' :f!"-; 
Tim . . , :a11 

;t= . , .. 
&~ 
life catedtif .. , . 

111 ~ ~ dlOlller is for 
~ .......... edla-
·::::~~· ,... ...:> 
:,WCllft't-illd 

:· wi'IIIDlClllgllilahaliJ(e/;,,.._. 
. ill for~'~ I 
. playlbeplirtof'l\ivye'llieJ ..... 

OBSERVER: After playing 
thesameroleofTevyeforsomany 
years, have you reached the point 
at which you have become stag
nated in the role and do not vary 
or improve from performance to 
performance? Have you ever felt 
before a showlnat you cannot 
possibly perform this role again? 

TOPOL: No - to both ques
tions. Fust of all, I haven't played 
this part for so many years. I per
formed in London in '67 and in '85 
andnowonBroadway,andiacted 
in the movie. There are constant 
variations in my perfonnances, and . 
I always believe any performance 
can be improved upon in some 
way. I'm always finding new 
angles and new ways of enhallCing 
the role. 

OBSERVER: Is it much dif
ferent playing the role l)OW at age 
SS than it was playing it when you 
were only 26 years old? 

TOPOL: Yes, it's a diffeleilt 
experience. Now I'm playing the 
role based on my life's experiences 
- my wife and my children. I 
thi·tlc I can identify with the part 
better because of that. 

OBSERVER: Is itlrtle thatyoa 
just picked up in the middle of the 
show to spend time in Israel. and 

the plirt of Olbelllll·jllays· 
sole purpme ill enter.._ and 
as an actor, tlw"s wbat I do --' 

. enta1aln. "FKldlerontheltoof"lm 
goodDIUlic, good dialogue, good 
acting and that's it's real value. 

OBSERVD: But dila-'1 you 
think people woo see the play can any "" ' • 
identify with you more as Tevye sity ......_ lib, 
because you're Jewish and you · p1ay•or"llllke allyir 
stand for the values that you're TOPOL:Justmalr.ealiya. The 
~ in the play? 1111th i&, Pmaot a philCJlopber-

TOPOL: I don't cidiik 1bat it I'm an_,_ I don't deliver -
matters. As far II i ~-!lld I saga.l.!fllilflaveany incluwions 
won't IIIIIIIHIB any ~-of of beillj;i lliader. I'm jolt uying 
thepeoplewbo~Tnyewe ao 1w a; pod actor. TIie only 

ber of the underground, the marriedtogenlilesandtheywere waminglean,iveyouisgotothe 
Haganah; came with bis friends in very goodactonand when you sat !healer to lie enlmllllned- don't 

· the morning in a pickup truck and in the theater you identifted with go looldnt·for ._...., 
evacuated everybody. But no their Tevye even tbousb they bad Meuapa, ,_ and Ideas 

· maaer where we went to bide, the nodlinl to do 1'ith the so-called you have to develop by lelrnlnl 
shelling continued. Th• three valueuftlle;ple. and by __, ~ by ...., 
nights of sheDing I went through OBSBRftai Do you empa-. to clevet,people llllt_pod ... 
froin Iraqi Scuds hroufll!. back thize wi.11 Tevxe • die llllloltbe . ~s·~;,8*will. -:.,. ;:::~~':: =--- . ,--=-~~..Lbetwe.i 
vlvect I can't wait to get back to 801f'Hlililtne -,vi,l · L .- 11111 the--- and 1bo 
Israel when this show ill over. feellnga llbout .Jeldll,, 1imic; For mi- 1111111p1 -

OBSERVER: How do,you rlqe.can'tyou . liu to·wo.dt hard and we have, 
identify with American Jewry? -tban you can wlft filllk · awoailesM Book. So, 

TOPOL: I don'L The trulb is, Othello? bl!£ GooctJlc,ok 11111 lad 
I'm UHd to being a~ a lot be- ' · T9fOL&. '' ' · · ' you need 
cause of .ii the wCllk I db abnlld ~ . .. to look 
ill Europe,-~~ I -~~-, 
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Dr. Lamm Re-Examines the Sherna 
by Miriam Bacon and Shull 
Riber 

. Inthepastmonlh,SCWhashad 
the privilege of hosting Dr. 
Nonnan Lamm' s final two lectures 
in a series of talks on "Shema 
Yisrae/." 1be first several lectures 
focused on the understanding of 
the words "Shema Yisrael Hashem 
Elokeinu," while the last talks 
concentrated primarily on the 
meaning of "Hashem Echad''- G
d is One. 

Dr. Lamm stressed three initial 
approaches in dealing with the 
word "Echad." The first is the 
opinion of ·the Sifre, quoted by 
Rashi. This is the eschatological 
(dealing with the end of time) 
definition, which says "Hashem, 
who is our G-d now, will in the 
future appear as One to all of the 
other nations." The unity of G-d 
will ultimately be accepted and 
understood by the entire world in 
the time of Mashiach, as it is 
stated liturgically in Aleinu, "On 
111&1....w ( i.e., when Mashiach 
comes), G-d will be one and His 
name will be one." 

Another view is expressed by a 
Gcmara in Brachot 13b. In this 
Gcmara, R. Yinniya is criticized 
by R. Chiya for taking too much 
time to recite Shema. R. Yinniya is 
told that as long as his intention is 
IQ 11£.C"Rt !\Rd aCk!l<).Wl~g". the .. 
rulership of G-d over all four di
rections in addition to the heavens 

and the earth, "it is enough." This 
presents a complication: Whose 
intention is preferable- the Sifre' s 
or the Gemara' s? 

An answer can be found in the 
Rif, who brings down a slightly 
different text of the Oemara. By 
analyzing the Rif, one may un
derslaUd that R. Chiya meant for 
his statement to be understood 
strictly in regard to the time limit. 
One's concentration should last as 
long as it takes him to meditate 
fully on G-d 's all encompassing 
kingship. Yet, in that space of time, 
another intention, such as that of 
the Rif, may be expressed. 

A third view is offered by the 
Rashbam and the Shadal. They 
concentrate on the uniqueness of 
G-d Echad means that there is no 
one like G-d in the universe; G-d 
is absolutely and uniquely one. 

Dr. Lamm then brought the is
sue of "Hashem Echad'' toward a 
contemporary relevance. It is in
teresting to note, he said, how there 
is an underlying conflict in the 
grand world theory among physi
cists. Some will argue that there is 
a basic, common connection that 
binds the universe and all its 1the
nomena together, while others as
sert that the cosmos are made up 
of conflicting and competing 
forces which contain no funda
mental bond. 
· This.debate can tie traced 1,ac1c 

to the times ofR. Saadya Gaon and 

!he Rambam. R. Saadya states that 
if G-d is truly unique, then by 
definition nothing else can have the 
capacity to be unique. The unity of 
G-d is so exclusive that oneness 
may not exist within anything other 
thanG-d 

The Rambam, on the other 
hand, emphasizes the fact that the 
oneness and unity ofG-d must lead 
to a unitary nature in creation. The 
cosmos in its entirety is siffiRlY one 
unified being. Just as a person is 
made up of ~y limbs and organs 
which function together to produce 
a whole and healthy creature, so 
too the universe is composed of 
celestial oms and bodies, which, 
once intertwined together, yield a 
com1tlete structure. 

This debate can be extended 
even further. R. Chaim Volozhin 
and the Ba' al Ha Tanya respond to 
R. Saad ya' s argument an extreme 
fashion. They contend that if the 
concept of unity is stretcbed to its 
absolute meaning, than nothing 
else in this world can exist; G- d is 
one, and therefore there can exist 
no other than G-d. 

R. Chaim Volozhin and the 
Ba'al HaTanya interpret the verse 
"That Hashem is G-d; from the 
heavens above until the earth be
low, there is no other" - literally. 
There is nothing else besides G-d. 
This tlu:oryjs termed a_c<>smism 
(there is no world) or illusionism. 

This view shakes the very 

foundations of the Torah, for all of 
halacha deals with the world as we 
know it - that it is real and we exist 
within it R. Chaim and the Ba' al 
HaTanya answer that it is the will 
of G-d that we act as if the world 
is real. Therefore, the very unity of 
G-d entails accepting that the 
world is real and thereby ac
knowledging that G-d is our king 
and we are His subjects. 

R. Tzvi Hirsch from Zeditchev 
ol'P"ses this view. He states that 
people will mistake acosmism for 
pantheism (the belief that every
thing is G-d), a belief which is anti
thetical to the Torah. The 
Zeditchever instead proposes the 
cosmos-affirming definition, 
which reflects the earlier view of 
theRambam. 

These two positions bring out 
two different practiced intentions 
when reciting the verses "Shema 
Yisrael HashemE/okeinuHashem 
Echad" and "Baruch Shem Kevod 
MalchuuJ l'Olaln Va'ed.» Based 
on the Zollar, which says that the 
first verse of Shema demonstrates 
a heavenly unity and the second 
depicts an earthly oneness, these 
two opinions ~ve at alternate 
conclusions in'regard to one's in
tentions. 

1be Zeditchever explains that 
while saying Shema Yisrael, one 
slloul<I focus on bringing the whole 
world together in a unity that re
flects that of G-d. This showd be 

uplifting, in essence moving the 
entire universe upwards together to 
try and attain the level of heavenly 
oneness. After this, Baruch Shem 
should be said in a manner of tak
ing some of the heavenly unity one 
has acquired and bringing It back 
down to earth, enforcing and 
strengthening an earthly oneness. 

R. Chaim and the Ba'al 
HaTanya's position yield another 
option to the issue of heavenly 
unity and earthly unity. Based on 
the Ramak, they stale that there are 
two ways to pen:eive the world: 
fromG-d'spointofview(M'tzido) 
and from our RCrspective 
(M'tzideinu). The verse Shema 
Yisrael is M' tzido; everyone 
should understand and accept that 
G-d is one and nothing else can 
exist. However, for human pur
poses, the verse Baruch Shem is 
said, for in order to fulfill G-d' s 
divine will, it is necessary that one 
considers the world to be real and 
acts within itshalacbic jl&Illll1ClerS. 

Dr. Lamm's inspiring and 
thought provoking talks made an 
indelible impression on those who 
attended. One may be fuirly cenain 
that not a single person present left 
the room without a new and up
lifting focus on Shema .. 

Esther Wolf, a junior at SCW, 
remarked, "I found the lectures 
inteJlectually stimulating and I'm 
glad I had the opportunity to hear 
Dr. Lamm speak." r-----------------------------------------------------, 
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cussioris ~. the spirit brought to 
them on:lliese Shabbatot. 

Anoiber MS.Des program 
which bri~ zeal to communities 
is the Tomb Tour Project, ofwhicb 
approximately fifteen communi
ties be¢ome involved. Their goal 
is to bring vitality to isolated Or
thO<lox 8-, 

Mr .. Daniel Ehrlich, assistant 
directoi of.MSDCS and coordina
tor of youth and outreach pro
grams, feels that the students who 
participate in this project have a 
"trem·endous impact on these 
communities.'1 

How much of an impact do any 
of these programs have? Many 
people question the necessity for 
programs designed to have a reli
gious affect on .people. Often, 
"outreach" programs are looked 
upon as futile attempts lo change 
people's ways of thinking. How
ever, before judging the effective
ness of these methods, it is crucial 
1o realize that the main focus of the 
programs is not lo change people's 
minds. It is to provide Jewish ex
periences in order to heighten 
people's awareness of their Juda
ism. 

How, then, is success measured 
in this area? Moshe Rothchild, a 
student at RIETS and a participant 
on numerous shabbatonim, in
cluding Counterpoint and Seminar, 
says that it is virtually impossible 
to !mow_ ho_w_ eff!letive. the J)ro-. 
grams are on students. ''The in-

Ill 
Ill 

herent problem is that when you 're 
worlcing in any part of kiruv. it is 
extremely difficult to meJlSure 
success. The bottom line is that you 
just don't know." The only pos
sible way to gauge the usefulness 
of these programs is by the re
sponse. On Kirov-College Out
reach, programs which initially 
began with ten or fifteen students 
now have over a hundred partici
pants. 

Bender explains, "It is a long 
process to develop a presence on 
campus. Not all the places are re
ceptive to Jewish groups in gen
eral, and certainly not to traditional 
Orthodox ones." According to 
him, the mere fact that these uni
versities request the return of YU 
students on campus is an accom
pli,shment in itself. 

Ehrlich, who has been involved 
in communal services for 16 years, 
including positions in B'nei Akiva, 
Tehila and NCSY, comments on 
the positive responses from 
schools and communities which 
experience these programs. He 
also describes a different level of 
success. "One purpose is to train 
and inspire people for future Jew
ish activity." Many of the students 
involved in running the programs 
are receiving invaluable experi
ence in communal worlc. Moh I 
seems to agree with Ehrlich's ob
servation. "One of the reasons I 

.chose-SteJ/liS because I knew I'd 
be able to be involved in Seminar 

and other outreach prognuns." 
Sometimes the~ b!,come 

apparent through C01l1Dlfl111S of the 
participants. When I spent Shabbat 
at a university as a part of the Kirov 
program, I realized a very sad re
ality. People outside of the Or
thodox community often have set 
impressions and stereotypes of 
Orthodoxy. One student at the 
university told me about a con
versation he had with his parents 
after we visited them the first time. 
He said that they could not under
stand why he enjoyed our visit. 
Their reaction was, "Aren't they 
fanatics?" 

Sadly, there are large portions 
of the Jewish community which 
simply have a fixed view of the 
Orthodox community. Their im
pression is one of a rigid, 
unaccepting society. Is that what 
a Torah-filled lifestyle should 
consist of? 

We, as members of the Yeshiva 
University community constitute a 
significant part of the Orthodoi< 
community. It is. our duty, as 
halachically aware Jews, 11:1 present 
Torah in a positive light. We must 
dispel the misconceptions. We 
must extend our arms, and .reach 
out to every spectrum of the Jew
ish community. Maybe through 
understanding and ahavat chinam. 
this disjointed community will fi
nally be unified. 

'~e~~al)w.~a(i'J~upsale 
.. . '. I . ·.,. . . KOSHER'.i•lttA & FALAFEL 

· AMERiCAIII & ISRAEU . 
. PLATTERS'& SANDWICHES 

· . . "R BAKERY {PR~ARED ON PREMISES) KOSlic .· . 

terruitional proportions. All of 
these businesses will grow tre
mendously in the future, a factor 
that, according to Levi1t, ill of ut
most importance to any student 
entering the world of marlceting at 
this time. 

To be successful in the future, 
continued Levitt, one must always 
have the latest information. ''The 
secret to productive merchandising 
is to make a good judgement call 
on very little information." The 
business with the most efficient 
infomialiorl processing system will s•• 

•• 
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In fact, an estimated two to three sponsorsanolhorprogramatStern, 
thousand Jews do not have hcirries in which stlldents make weekly 
and reside on the streets of New visits to some. of the hospilals in 
Yorlc. Midtown. ff0!11 Monday tbroup 

The program welcomes pat- Thursday, a van from Siem goea 
ticipants from Stern who would to Beth Israel 1111d the Hospital for 
like to involve themselves in this Joint Diseases. Rabbis in the area 
worthy cause. Says Wiener, refer the volunteers to the Jewish 
"There are plenty of opportunities patients who need companionship 
out there. These people need and help during their illnesses . 
someone to talk to." Besides Presently, the group is composed 
strengthening their spirits, the of30people, and they are actively 
volunteers' actual distribution of encouraging their fellow students 
food is of extreme importance. 10 join them. Rochel Dinewi~ an 
Wiener recounts one man telling SCWjunior,headsthecommittee, 
him, "The food I get from you is and all would-be volunteers should 
the only food I get." contact her about joining the pro

The Educational Alliance also gram. 
works with YC and SCW students Miriam Oranatstein, another 
in Project Sages, in conjunction junior, recalls one of her memo
with the Ivan iillem Program For rable experiences on Purim. "We 
the Elderly, and The WUl'ZWei!er all dressed up in bright costumeS 
Graduate School of Social Work. andmakeupandtheltidsandadults 
On a weelcly basis, voluntffl'S from were 80 excited. They thought that 
both campuses visit the elderly in Ibis year, Purim just wouldn't be 
Washington Heights and the the!l81Deasusuaiandinslead,they 
Lower East Side. The volunteen wme: bappy IQ see that they could 
visit people who are ~ . coleiJlare it after all." 
as well as people living in mming NQl all lhe'palieols visited me 
homes. Many of them are 1101 Oribodox, bill many bavo s1r0ttg 
visited by relatives and become Jewish ldendties. Shayna Green
consumed with loneliness. The .. says, "Mapydooothavuny 
weelcly visit brings them bappinc&s reli&ious background ·at all but 
when they reali7.e that the outside moitbavoasirlJll$feellnafw1ews . 
world has not abandoned them.!llld and Judaism. wbic:11 .i. teldlfdled 
that people aclUally still care. eadi time tfiey see us.• · 

The program, coordinated by The studaiUI. orpaisiua this 
Professor Bonnie Beck of propn.likc.all~ ...... tbe 
Wurzweiler, allo nms parties and olbers, coocut lhal not .U ileaiGr 
~ forthellUdeiJll.andlbelr_ cilirals. bonlclm. Of alclt people 
clie!ltsbefore 1ewiab bolidayl. At wmt.wmp,llliollsbip Some RIIICI 
these~ lhepeopluomelimes ~to.tJiaevilitlanddonot 
sing their favorite.Y-!dclim Dig& Wlllltpily. Slill.lllOltoftbeclieall 
fromdlildllood.lllllf llN!SCOIIIOto IINlilto ~ awaiilbe vilils 
their eyes when they mnomller of...., YU flfe(idsand ._ oae 
faalily 1111d ~ 11D longer wid) lll'twbouailMltllringiae&>dleir 
them. y~ Ibey smile with,.- Oiberwile -, and i-ty liva, a 

L--~~e:;:;:,...,""'!"!~~,....-.,,,.,~""'""''i'!"'!'~-.,,,.,-.--....,.. ,-=;~~look•tbeir~ .. •otm~-- .... 
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Dr. Carol Silver: The Myth, The Folklore, The Reality 
:.

Chana Rosenthal 
Dr. Carol Silver' the myth, the 

folklore, the reality. Dr. Silver, 
professor of English at Stem Col
lege, chairs the humanities di vis.ion 
at Yeshiva University. Having 
majored in English literature, his
tory, and political science, she 
graduated from Alfred University, 
and went on to receive her master's 
degree in British and American 
literature from the University of 
Michigan. She received her Ph.D. 
in English from Columbia Uni
versity. 

Famous for her tough grading 
and her "murderous" exams, Dr. 
Silver says that "any rumors of my 
niceness have been overrated." 
Those who know her better, how
ever, can attest that this is, in re
ality. a myth. After having her as 
a professor, many students realize 
that Dr .. Silver is deeply committed 
Jo her profession, her students and 
Stem College. 

In hei- usually closed out lit
erature classes, Dr. Silver, who 
harbors a special love for history, 
presents interesting background 
information about the time period, 
history and culture of each novel 
she teaches. Though for the most 
pan her classes are lectures, Dr. 
Stiver· says ifoii she.loves to.be 

challenged by students who say, 
"yes, but ... " She prefers teaching 

CHRISTIANITY 
Co,¢nuedfrom p. 3, col 3 
complexities, histories, and par
ticularities of Christians, a vision 
which assigns blame precisely 
rather than indiscriminately. 

Stereotyped, overgeneral 

thinking produced the Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion. which contin-

, ues to nourish ignorant anti~ 
Semites in Japan and Russia to this 
day. Ev]!n in its milder forms, such 
thinking will neverserve the cause 
of human understanding and mu
tual respect. 

Over the years in my classes, I 
have discovered that most of my 
students are just as ignorant about 
branches of Chi:istianity as I was 
about religious branches of Juda-

students who are alett and think
ing. 

Over the years, Dr. Silver has 
monitored the growth and devel
opment of her students. She no
tices a change from their freshman 
year, when they have not begun to 
think for themselves, to their senior 
year when their thought processes 
and analytical skills "have blos
somed". 

Because of the small staff, 
which she would like to see grow 
larger, popular classes like the 
Survey of Literature course fill up 
immediately. Dr. Silver feels that 
such a large class does not allow 
for adequate class patticipation. 
She finds herself lecturing more, 
when she would rather listen to her 
students' interpretations and 
analyses. 

Dr. Silver has been teaching at 
Stem College since l 968, after 
teaching English at both Hunter 
and Vassar Colleges. Comparing 
students from those institutions to 
students at Stem, Dr. Silver says 
that the women at Stem "tend to 
be more cooperative, non-resistant 
to learning, caring, pleasant, and 
fun to teach." She added that if she 
is unable to hold a class, there are 
students who are happy about not 

. foiviiigc:fass;andoTherswlioworry 
about missing the class. 

ism when I first arrived at YU sev
eral years ago. If Ms. Saffran's 
innocent, credulous movie review 
was not the only atticle on Chris
tianity which I remember seeing in 
any of the undergraduate newspa
pers, I would not have run this risk 
of being misinterpreted by various 
members of the Yeshiva commu
nity. What frightens me is that 
emotionally loaded issues invite 
the easy, unquestioning acceptance 
of stereotypes, whether anti
Semitic or anti-Christian. At a 
minimum, a college education 
should inoculate people against 
both thoughtless prejudice and 
simplistic thinking. 

Dr. Will Lee 
Professor of English,YC 

Phcm~-•u•a 
Bonnel 

DI". Silver finds the students al 
Stem college to be intellectually as 
brigbt as the Ivy Leaguers. "They 
have a sense of excitement and 
eagel:1\ess toward learning tha1 
goes beyond their desire for an 
easy A" 

Although she taught at Stem for 

Dr. Carol Silver 

over i3 years, she is still shocke<I 
by thll plagiarism and cheating that 
occlll\; at times. She believes that 
morals and values of Stem women 
are ct>ttainly higher than students 
at othoi,r institutions, because ethics 
areCl>l>St.antl.y-being~n 
Stem, 

DI.Iring her teaching career, Dr. 

SPEECH 
&ARTS 
Contbirudfrom p. 4, col. 5 
sponsored by the sew history 
department. In honorofWoman's 
History Month, Dr. Schrecker ar
range(! for the dramatic perfor
mance of Charlotte Perkins 
Gilmllfls' "The Yellow Wallpa
per," l)y actress Laurie James. 

Ja!lles is also an author inter
ested in American feminists. For 
eight years, she has been per
formitlj! "The Yellow Wallpaper," 
the stcuy of a middle class, edu
cated woman with post-partum 
depression. The woman becomes 
more ill because of the stifling life 
she is forced to lead as a woman. 

Ac<,<Jrding to Dr, Schrecker, 
the novella is a true story based on 
the author's life and it portrays 
classic aspects of feminism. Ac-

os:,ERVER 
S'l'Jl;RN COLLEGE 

245 Lexington A venue 
New York, N.Y. 10016 

Silver has seen many different 
~ of women at Stem College. 
"Whoever sees the Orthodox as a 
ho!Ilogenous group is mistaken." 
She believes that students at Stem 
need IO be exposed to other ethnic 
groups, and not just concerned 
with Israel and the Jewish people. 

Aside from teaching full time, 
Pr, Silver chairs the humanities 
division at Yeshiva University, 
which includes the English, his
tory, music, foreign languages,and 
philosophy departments of the 
uni.,ersity. Her duties entail acting 
tlS ~ liaison between the teachers 
!llld the etecutive vice president in 
the 11ven1 of a conflict. She is also 
responsible for decisions regarding 
ten1.1re, sabbatical requests, and 
curticulum changes, as well as 
,olving faculty problems. Yet, 
despite her impressive lists of re
sp<Jusibilities, Dr. Silver claims 
that she doos not wield any real 
power. 

As if these two jobs are not 
enough to keep her occupied, Dr. 
Sil>'er is an extensive writer. She 
is c11trently revising and expanding 
~ book she wrote with Dr. Neaman 
titled, "l(ind Words: a Thesaurus 
of ~uphemisms," which will be 
/l.VaiW>le later this month, Another 
project that she is worlcing on is a 

boo" about the Vicrorian fascina-

ttest Laurie James said she hoped 
the women who saw her perform 
wottld learn they "need to find 
theruselves and take on significant 
wonc or interests, so they lead ful
filled lives". Over 60 people - the 
largest audience of all three pro
~s • attended this last festival 
e11ellt. 

flernandez summed up her 
feelings 3bout this second Speech 
Ana FoMI! festival, She said she 
hopes the festival continues next 
year because the Speech Arts Fo
rum brings programs to sew that 
students would probably otherwise 
mist. She hopes that more students 
will participate in the future and 
commented that "although the 
turnout for two of the three events 
wa.s disappointing, I was very 
pl~ with the events themselves 
llllcl the students who attended felt 
the same. Everyone enjoyed the 
pro!lflllllS and felt they benefitted." 

tion with supemawral beings. Dr. 
Silver's fascination with fairies 
began when she was a child. But 
this curiosity was increased mainly 
by research she did in preparation 
for a course on mythology and 
folklore. 

Much of the material for her 
book and articles took her to En
gland where she researched at the 
British Library Museum. Her re
search is under the auspices of the 
National Endowment for Hu
manities, a prestigious award and 
the second largest grant allocated 
by Berkeley University. It was 
there, four and a half years ago, 
that she met her husband of one 
month, Dr. Levy, an economic 
historian from South Africa 

Although Dr. Silver admits that 
it is difficult being away from her 
newly wed husband, she contends 
that she is still used to her inde
pendence. She might, however, 
take a leave of absence and spend 
some time with her husband. 

But fornow, Dr. Silver plans to 
remain at Stem, "unless someone 
offers an equally good job for a 
larger salary," All joking aside, Dr, 
Silver enjoys teaching at Stem, and 
has a "lot of loyalty" toward the 
college. 

SCHEDULE 
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classroom to be submitted to the 
teacher upon completion; this was 
a rnore conducive setting to receive 
responses. 

sew junior Deena Cohen did 
not receive a ballot. "If I bad 
known about the vote, I would 
have filled it out immediately." 

"It made me feel not only like 
a student, but an active participant 
in school decisions," said SCW 
senior, Cindy Tuckman, echoing a 
common feeling among those who 
voted. 

"This incident showed that the 
school is on our side," Levine said. 
"The administration at Stem is 
clearly willing and eager to re
spond IO our needs. We just have 
10 voice them, because they can't 
respand to needs they don't know 
exist." 




