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Stern Valedictorians Named 
by Debra Teichman 

Yeshiva University will hold its 
60th Annual Commencement Ex­
ercise at Lincoln Center's Avery 
Fisher Hall on Wednesday May 
29. Among the degrees and awards 
that will be bestowed, several 
sew students will be honored for 
their academic excellence. 

The v,aledictotians this year in­
clude Atara Kane, Stem College's 
general studies valedictorian, 
Elisheva Wohlgelemter. the vale­
dictorian for the Rebecca l vry De­
partment of Jewish Studies, and 
Aliza Levine, the valedictorian for 
Sy Syms School of Business. 

Kane, a resident of Florida, en­
tered Stem as an early admissions 
freshman and then spent her 
sophomore year at Midreshet 
Moriah in Israel. At Stem she ma­
jored in biology and plans to attend 
Albert Einstein College of Medi­
cine in the fall of '91. Throughout 
her years at Stem, Kane was a tu-

Decorated dorm during campaigns. tor in the writing center and was a 91-92 member of the Pre-med, Chemis-
try. and Drama Societies. 

Wohlgelemter, who spent four 

was a tutor in the writing center, 
and active in the Dramatics Soci­
ety. Wohlgelemter, a contributing 
writer to both Besamim and The 
OBSERVER, specializing in writ­
ing cultural arts articles. Presently 
in Israel, she remains unsure about 
her future plans, but would ideally 
like to combine her artistic talent 
with teaching Judaic studies. 

Levine, who majored in account­
ing and was a member of the Ac­
counting Society, ha'i received and 
accepted a position at Ernst and 
Young Accounting Firm. She enjoys 
playing the violin in her free time. 

Until 1989, the valedictorians of 
sew had been selected by students, 
who were given a choice of three 
candidates per valedictory position. 
Beginning in 1989 this process was 
changed. Presently, student grade 
point averages serve as the initial 
measure for selection. At this same 
time, the Rebecca lvry Department 
of Judaic Studies valedictory posi­
tion was instituted. The valedictori­
ans' grade point averages are based 
on seven semesters since the grades 
for the last semester are completed 
too late to be included. 

M.iny students seem to prefer 
the new system over the old sys-

tern. "The previous system allowed 
for popularity and personal issues 
to become a factor in selection " 
one student said. These studen~s 
believe that these issues have no 
place in the process of choosing a 
valedictorian since this honor 
should be based on academic 
achievement. 

Some, however, feel th.at this 
system is flawed. Alyssa Herman. 
a junior asserted that, ''this system 
is imperfect for when academics 
serve as the sole criterion, it does 
not necessarily produce valedicto­
rians who are true representatives 
of the school." Student Board Elected ~~~f:~:£::~~~~E~2:!~~;~ 

Awards Assembly Initiated by Tikvah Ben Zvi 
On Thursday April 25,-Stern 

College elections were held for the 
1991-1992 academic year's Stu­
dent Council, Torah Activities 
Council, Sy Syms School of Busi­
ness Council, and sophomore.jun­
ior and senior class boards. 

T_he members of the newly­
elected SCW Student Council 
shared their thoughts and ambi­
tions for the upcoming school year. 
Before elaborating on future plans, 
Susie Schlussel. SCW's new presi­
dent, first wanted to thank all of her 
supporters for their help and votes. 

The votes were t3.llied by the 
present _student Council, and the 
election results were available by 
Thursday evening. The Student 
Council elected for the upcoming 
school year consists of Susie 
Schlussel, president; Lisa Mayer, 
vice president; Ofira Katz, corre­
sponding secretary; Michelle 
Lerman, recording secretary; 
Chani Penstein, treasurer. 

The TAC board for the upcom­
ing year consists of Faith Chudnoff, 
president; Miriam Cohen, vice 
president; Sarah Fruchter, vice 
president; Tammy Wolfset, secre­
tary; Nomi Dworken, treasurer. The 
1991-1992SySymsSchoo.JofBusi­
ness Council is composed of Malka 
Raul, president; Sheryl Glazer, vice 
president; Leiba Nesis, secretary; 
Felicia Bench, treasurer. 

The senior class board for the 
school year 1991-1992 includes 
Debbie Levine, president; Penny 
Finkelstein, vice president; Chani 
Fruchter, secretary; Lisa Rosen, 
treasurer; Faigie Genauer, senator; 
Estee Hecht. senator. 

The junior class board for the 
upcoming year includes Jordana 
Blumofe, president; Arm Aidelson, 
vice president; Shulamis Klein, sec­
retary; Joyce Markowitz, treasurer, 
Joy Weinstein, senator(one year); 
Ann Diament, senator(two years). 

The sophomore class board in­
cludes Pamela Schlanger, presi­
dent; Robin Byoch, vice president; 
Shani David, secretary; Becky 
Ehrenpreis, treasurer; Melissa 
Gable, senator. 

Concerning her plans for next 
year, Schlussel iterated that she 
meant what she said at the presi­
dential debate: she wants to stop 
student apathy. 

Schlussel admitted that she does 
not yet know how to accomplish 
this goal of bringing an end to stu­
dent apathy; however, she asserted 
that with "'four months of summer 
vacation and a cooperative board, 
hopefully, the new Student Coun­
cil will think of events that will 
interest the student body." 

Schlussel also said that the day 
of the elections, a freshman wrote 
her a page-long note, telling her how 
freshman orientation could be im­
proved. Schlussel revealed that this 
display of interest in student activ­
ity delighted her, and she stated she 
would like to see many more people 
concerned with student life. 

Continued on pg. 11, col. I 

Susie Schlussel, SCWSC Pres. 
1991-1992. 

By Miriam Bacon 
For the first time in the history 

of Stem College for Women, an 
awards ceremony was he1d to 
present students with the faculty 
departmental awards that are usu­
ally distributed during the ceremo­
nies at senior dinner. 

The goals of this first Awards 
Assembly at sew were to publicly 
recognize the scholastic achieve­
ments of outstanding seniors and to 
give them a charge for the future. 
Over I 00 people attended the event 
which took place during Club Hour 
between classes on Wednesday 
May I in Koch Auditorium. 

The audience was composed of 
students, primarily from the senior 
class, faculty members and mem­
bers of the administration. The 
awards presented at the ceremony 
were for academic achievement 
and the recipients were chosen by 
the faculty members. 

Additionally. three awards that 
were voted on by the senior class, 
namely the The Lisa Wachtenheim 
Memorial Award for character and 
service, The Ghity Stem Award for 
a student of stellar character and 
commitment to the Jewish commu­
nity and The Professor Nathaniel 
L. Remes Memorial Award for 
character, personality and service 
rendered to the school were pre­
sented to the chosen recipients. 

The program consisted of the 
awards ceremony and some brief 
introductory words by sew Dean, 
Dr. Karen Bacon. The two senior 
class professors also addressed the 
students. 

Dean Bacon introduced the pro­
gram by saying, "the award win­
ners. by their achievements, have 
singled themselves out. They have 
a responsibility to make a differ­
ence in the world, to try to fix the 
things that aren't right." 

sew Celebrates Siyum 
by Leah Frenkel 

The Chavruta Movement held 
a siyum in Koch auditorium 
Wednesday night May 8 to cel­
ebrate the completion of the Torah 
by Stem College students. 

The 01.avruta Movement, which 
operated under the auspices of the 
Torah Activities Committee, was 
the brainchild of Tzvia Lepow and 
Shani Feiner. They conceived of and 
implemented the program in the 
wake of the Gulf War outbreak as a 
United States counterpart to the 
Operation Torah Shield mission. 

Students who partook in the 
program were assigned parshiot, 
weekly portions, in the Torah 

which they learned in pairs every 
Wednesday night. 

Each week, all of the partici­
pants learned together at one des­
ignated time and place. On two of 
the scheduled nights. guest speak­
ers Rabbi Tzvi Flaum and Rabbi 
Moshe Weinberger addressed the 
participants prior to the actual 
chavruta learning. 

Feiner asserted that they origi­
nally expected about I 00 students 
to join, and were quite pleased that 
in actuality 200 hundred signed up. 

Shaindy Chesner, a participant, 
stated that .. it is nice to have a set 
time for learning," but noted that 

Continued on pg. 12, coL 4 

Rabbi Tzvi ~laum, Jewish Stud-
ies senior class professor, elabo­
rated further on this point. Based 
on a verse in Emor 22:32, 
Maimonidies states that there is a 
positive commandment to sanctify 
G-d's name. 

This can be accomplished in 
two ways, he said; dying to sanc­
tify G-d's name or living to sane~ 
tify G-d's name. Rabbi Flaum toW 
the students they had a rc,;ponsi­
bility to go out and live in a way 
that will sanctify G-d. 

He said they represent Stem 
College, the Orthodox Jewish 
Community and the Jewish Naliorl 
as a whole. By their actions they 
can prove that they have i.-nal­
ized what they learned at sew. 

Dr. Joshua Bacon, secubr stud­
ies senior class professor, also ad­
dressed the role the graduating se­
niors will play in the future. Dr. 

Continued on pg, JI, coL J 

.-



-

.... 

THE OBSERVER May 16, 1991 

Sterri Left in the Dark 
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The ~er only and do l10I neccc~ly reHccl the opmklru of the i,tudent body, lhc f.culry or lhc adrniniSlrauon of Siem College. 

For the week of May 5-May IO, 
I' eshiva University had the privi­
ege of hosting Rav Ovadia Y osef, 
he former chief Sephardic Rabbi 
,,f Israel and present leader of 
,ephardic world Jewry. While the 
,tudents of the uptown campus 
,enefitted greatly from Rav 
fosef's visit by hearing numerous 
hiurim and lectures, most sew 
,tudents weren't even aware of his 
1resence. How is it possible that 
.uch a great Torah scholar and 
ewish leader was a part of the 
Jniversity for a week and a sec­
ion of the University was not in­

formed of his visit? 

ticularly disheartening; Rav David, ' 
Rav Y osef' s son, who spoke with 
a representative from The OB­
SERVER, said that his father, who 
\-egularly gives shiurim to women 
in Israel, would have been perfectly 
willing to give ashiur to the women 
of Stem. He did not do so because 
his schedule, which was compiled 
by YU, did not include a shiur for 
the sew students. 
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Deborah Aharon 
Senior Editor 

• • 

Once again it seems as if Stem has 
been ignored by the hierarchy of 
YU. Did those involved in planning 
think that a Stern audience would 
have been less receptive and appre­
ciative of Rav Yosefs words? 
Especially since Rav Yosef is one 
of the world's leading poskim in 
regard to women's issues, it would 
have been more than appropos for 
the Rishon L'Zion to address 
Sew's entire student body.· 

Elizabeth Bollerman 
F eanues Editor 
Shani Feiner 

Research Editor 
Leah Hoffman, Judy Dick 

Arts/Graphics Editor, 
Yehudit Moskowitz 

Sports Editor 

Sarita Rosenbaus 
News Editor 

Jodi Goldman 
Photography Editor 
Raebel Markowitz 
Business Manager 

Associate Editors Unfortunately, such a scenario 
,s possible and it was the case con­
cerning Rav Yosef's visit. It seems 
:hat no one even brought up the 
rossibility of Rav Yosef address­
ng the sew students. This is par-

Adeeva Laya Graubard, Alyssa Herman, Ricki Lieber,Laura Gordimer News 
Malka Fogel, Banji Latkln, Mindy Spear F ea/uns 

Wh ere Do We Go 
From Here? 

Stern College boasts an enrich­
ing, intellectually stimulating Jew­
sh Studies department. Students 

• - "nj<>y- the-wide- \llll'iety..of textual 
,Uld analytical courses which are 
aught in a religious environment 

and are unavailable elsewhere. The 
Judaic Studies major at Stem re­
mains a popular choice, yet it 
leaves students who are interested 
in expanding the broad base of 
Torah learning they acquire at 
Stern with few options after gradu­
ation. While Bernard Revel Gradu­
ate School offers advanced degrees 
in Jewish History and Bible, and 

· Azrieli focuses on Jewish educa­
tion, no graduate level program 

parallelsStern'sstyleandscopeof Due Cred1·t 
learning. At Stern, courses range 
from study ofTanach and Rabbinic To the Editor: 

. literature.JoJew.ish-Histocy..and ... -- &w-many -tames- haw,- -we 
Philosophy, and they accent picked up the phone in the school 
halachah as relating to practical lobby and during the course of the 
observance, yet presently, no pro- conversation glanced over our 
gram exists which encompasses shoulder, catching piles of the lat­
such a broad cuniculum. Students est edition of The OBSERVER in 
who want to pursue advanced de- the corner of our eye? Picking up 
grees or continue learning in a the latest issue, we take for granted 
multi-faceted Jewish Studies pro- the timeless effort that is put into 
gram are left with no alternative. the compilation of this product. 
An avenue upon which these needs Deciding what issues to cover, 
can be met must be found within distributing articles to be written, 
the educationally and intellectually editing until early hours of the 
rich environment of YU. morning, designing the layout, 

Yorn Yerushalayim 
Passed Over 

getting to the printer before the 
deadline, all this is but a small frac­
tion of what goes into putting to­
gether just one issue of the news­
paper. Students in this school are 

The 28th of lyar came and went Alumni sponsored chagiga further often too quick to criticize and in 
virtually unnoticed and represented their apathy. doing so ignore the positive. 
uncelebrated by many SCW stu- Studying and exams should not It's perfectly acceptable and 
dents. Intensely involved in read- lower our sensitivity and commit- even expected that students have 
mg week, SCW chose not to com- men! to Israel and Jerusalem. It is concerns about their school paper. 
memorate Yorn Yerushalayim wrong for us to celebrate mornen- However, if a student has a criti­
with a Stem- run and oriented stu- tous Jewish occasions based on cism, she should put it in print and, 
dent activity. The lack of student their convenience rather than on assuming it's a valid point and 
rarticipation in the SOY-Gush their importance. well-written, The OBSERVER 

,------------------------. will no doubt publish it. It should 

WE'RE NOT JUST CHOPPED LIVER' 

__ ., ........ _ ..... 
·-· -----................. , ..................... 

(2U)-ftl-MSS 
LOU G. SIEGEL'S 

not be that the editors have to prac­
tically coerce students to respond 
to school issues by writing letters 
to the editor. 

The OBSERVER has become 
a highly respectable under-gradu­
ate publication, with both high 
standards and expectations. Over 
the year ii has covered a variety of 
topics ranging from campus news 
to contemporary halachic issues to 
exclusive exposes on well-imown 
Jewish personalities. There is 
something for everyone to read 
and enjoy. 

Since credit should always be 
given where credit is due, we'd 
like to wish this year's editorial 

Channie Weiss, Ofi Katz Layout 
Elyse Feintuch Photography 

board a big yasher /coach on a dif­
ficult job well done (V{hile simul­
taneously keeping their sanity) and 
good luck to next year's board in 
-maintaining- the-high standard of 
our school's paper 

Sylvia Haber Oftra Katz 
sew, 93 sew, 92 

Survivor 
Questioned 
To the Editor, 

Many of us lost family in the 
Holocaust. We have all heard sto­
ries about the terror, the torture, the 
barbarity, which the Nazi regime 
perpetrated to rid the planet of the 
Jewish people. We imagine the pain 
the victims as well as the survivors 
experienced, though we still cannot 
fathom in our wildest and sc,ariest 
nightmares, the level of the suffer­
ing and brutality. 

For Rachel Schenker, in her ar­
ticle, "Marching On", to claim that 
she is a "survivor of the Holocaust" 
is to downplay the torture the vic­
tims went through on a daily basis. 
For Rachel to call herself a "survi­
vor" after a one week trip to Poland, 
as a tourist, is to presume that she 
underwent more than a bit of emo-· 
tional discomfort. She also went on 
to state that she "felt claustropho­
bic" and it would not "take much 
imagination to wonder about the 
thousands who were shoved in at 
the same time." I was not aware that 
a feeling of claustrophobia leads 
one to identify with the experience 
of eminent death by asphyxiation. 

Afl;er viewing the horrifying 
sights, she went back to her hotel 
room, where she had the opportu­
nity to eat, regroup with friends, and 
sleep, in physical comfort, I would 
surmise that an air of solemnity 
accompanied and pervaded the en-

tire group and this trip was not 
viewed as a vacation. I am also 
convinced that the tourists never 
felt so emotionally haltered in 
their lives. Their- hatred of the 
guilty parties, as well as their sym­
pathy for the victims probably left 
a deep imprint that will remain 
with them forever. However to 
equate herself to the sufferers is 
to liken the pain of a stubbed toe 
to that of an amputation, without 
anasthesia 

Chana Rosenthal 
SCW'9I 

Clubs Overlooked 
To The Editor, 

I recently attended the annual 
Inauguration and Awards Cer­
emony sponsored by the Student 
Councils. 

I was greatly disturbed that 
many dedicated and deserving 
were overlooked. Specifically, 
this was the second year that the 
Speech Arts Forum was ignored 
by the Student Council. Angelica 
Fernandez has been President for 
the past two years, and because of 
her efforts, she has made the 
Speech Arts Forum a club that 
Stern can be proud of. 

Besides organizing the Second 
Annual Jewish Arts Festival, 
which took weeks of preparation, 
Angelica has also brought in many 
interesting and motivating speak­
ers in order to spark student inter­
est anhd involvement, This is not 
a job that she was hired to do, but 
rather one which she took upon 
herself, and succeeded in making 
the Arts Forum very succussful. 

I, and many others wl'lo have 
worked with Angelica, believe 
that she deserves recognition and 
appreciation for all she has done, 

ChaniHook 
SCW91 



Si:vaQ 5751 · 

by Shoshana Levine fied nation, with the great moun-
This has undoubtedly been one tain hovering abov<; their heads, as 

of the most eventful and exciting Chazal tell us (Shabbat 88a). 
years for both Kial Yisrael in gen- Lighlning, thunder, earthquakes 
eraland Yeshiva University in par- and an incessant sounding of the 
ticular. We, as a nation, have un- shofar pierced the somber scene. 
dergone trying times, and YU has G-d in His full glory spoke the frrst 
responded appropriately. The most two commandments to His people, 
notable event that occurred this andMoshecontinuedonlybecause 
year seems to have been the widely the people were too overcome with 
publicized Operation Torah fear. The eotire episode, the most 
Shield. glorious eveot in our history, ended 

As proud as I am to have been a rather abruptly, with Moshe de­
part of this momentous eveot, I feet scending from the mountain, see­
that there is a deeper, more signifi- ing the Jews sacrificing the Golden 
cant lesson to be learned over and Calf, and smashing the tablets 
beyond the technical aspects of down.destroying them completely. 
what went into planning such a The second set of tablets, were 
grandiose event. Over-emphasis then presented to the Jews in a 
on this one incident becomes coun- much simpler, more intimate man­
terproductive in that it de-empha- ner. They were presented without 
sizes, and even disregards that the splendor of ma' amad Har 
whichcomprisestheessenceofYU. Sinai, and appropriately received 

The world viewed Operation on Yorn Kippur- a day of intro­
Torah Shield as an unusual and spection and solemnity. 
unique response to a Jewish crisis. It is this set of luchot that have 
We, however, as members of the endured and have remained our 
Yeshiva University community, basis of existence throughout the 
must look beyond the trip itself and generations. 
recognize the spiritual aspects of This concepi is imparted in the 
YUthatmadethisnotananomaly, frrst Book of Kings, Chapter 19, 
but rather a normal, instinctive re- when the great prophet, Elijah, is 
action to a problem facing Kial searching for G-d. Elijah, known 
Yisrael. for his performance of spectacular 

The subliminal message found miracles, including reviving a boy 
beneath the grandeur of Operation from the dead, and disproving the 
Torah Shield is identical to the false prophets of Ba' al on Mount 
message hidden_in the_~est. . Carmel,. seems .to have difficulty 
most momentous event in the his- finding G-d. 
tory of the Jews, and appropriate First a great earthquake ap­
with Shavuot approaching: Matan proaches, but there is no G-d. Then 
Torah-theJews' receiving of the a great wind sweeps over the 
Torah at Har Sinai. prophet, and still G-d is not re-

There is a striking difference vealed. Finally, a great fire ap­
between the giving of the frrst and pears, but G-d remains hidden. 
second Jue hot [tablets J to the Jews. Elijah, in complete frustration calls 
The first set was given amidst great out to G-d, and then the 
fanfare and celebration. The newly Torah tells us, there is a kol 
freed Jews were gathered all to- demamadaka,aquietwhisper,and 
gether, for the first time as a uni- within that quiet whisper G-d is 

revealed. 
G-d' s message imparted both to 

Elijah and to Bnei Yistae/ through 
matan Torah is clear. Lasting 
change and significant effect take 
place through quiet, introspective 
action. Real momentous events are 
not necessarily those carrying 
along tremendous fanfare and 
outer splendor like ma' amad Har 
Sinai, a showdown on Mount 
Carmel, or Operation Torah 
Shield. 

One must look beneath the sur­
face and both recognize and ac­
knowledge those less obvious fac­
ets which make these glorious 
events possible. And that is where 
the role of Yeshiva University, and 
specifically Stem, comes into play. 

As momentous as Operation 
Torah Shield was, as was matan 
Torah, it was not an end. Just as 
matan Torah provided us with an 
eternal base upon which our daily 
activities are established, so too are 
those qualities that Stem has to 
offer. Only the foundation of Jew­
ish values imbedded inside each 
one of us will prevail in our futures. 

These values that come from 
our rebbeim and teachers form the 
essence of Stem. I felt only pride 
in YU and my rebbeim when I en­
tered Kennedy airport on January 
14, with mixed feelings about my 
upcoming trip, and saw Rav 
Schachter, Rabbi Berman and 
Rabbi Tendler waiting on line to 
check in their luggage. When I 
descended the steps of the El Al 
plane after arriving at Ben Gurion 
airport, and was greeted by Dr. 
Lamm, Dr. Miller and Dean Ba­
con, my feelings were confirmed. 

These pillars of Yeshiva Uni­
versity are the people guiding us 
and molding us to become the fu­
ture leaders of Kial Yisrael. And 
their participation in, and endorse-

ment of this student organized 
event, demons.trated to us that 
those values they imbued in ·us, are 
just as strongly imbued within 
them. 

Many people outside of the YU 
world may have been impressed 
with our seemingly spontaneous 
response to the Gulf Crisis, but in 
actuality, the response was not 
unusual. The day-to-day activities 
of the student body, and perpetual 
involvement in chesed and com­
munal services, tend to get lost 
beneath the more glorified events. 
The weekly visits to hospitals and 
old age homes, the massive 
tzedakah drives, the outreach 
throughout the world in which 
StenJ women are so in~y 
involved, must not go !l1IDffliced. 

The constant undeteummt of 
ruach, zionism and communal re­
sponsibilities that flows through 
Stem on a more mundane level 
enables us to carry out the outward 
ma' amad Har Sinai type events. 

There are times when outward 
demonstrations are necessary. Last 
year, wilh talk of imminent po­
groms in Russia, YU students or­
ganized a large-scale rally in 
Washington. This year, with fear 
of a. Gulf War, and hordes of 
people leaving Israel, YU students 
rose to the occasion again and 
brought 400 people into Israel on 
a chartered flight 

But we must not lose sight of 
that which enabled us, and even 
compelled us, to react in these ways. 

The distinctive characteristics 
of YU, and specifically Stem, at­
tribute to the building process of a 
valuable foundation of Judaism. 
What makes us unique, however, 
is not merely our Torah U'Madda 
philosophy at face value, but 
rather, the careful weaving of the 
Torah throughout the madda. 

A vital issue frequently raised 
during the year questioned the ex­
tent of the Torall influence on the 
madda, Are we a yeshiva fintor a 
univer&ity? Should Student Coun­
cil and TAC he lnlricately bound 
or remain separalO entities? 

The OBSBRVER, the official 
sew publication, 11aa been viewed 
in previous years aa the secular 
newspaper ~g the "uni­
versity,» or maddll 11egment of 
Stem. As amultofCl!nlfull!llllly­
sis, hatd wotk. and etfQJt 1111 the 
partof tbe ~edlroriaUi1111Rls. 
this ,unagil ·tw -,1-vecl Oller the 
pil&ttw9 ,-.·jem beingjll&t any 
univenity ,_foa Y esbiva Uni,, 
veQity IICW.,.., Maintaimng 
the·Ulhetent need for the Torah 
aspect of the Y\1 community by 
addnlssing halacbic Issues. cover­
ing shiurim and choosing to focus 
on Jewish coounuoal themes, the 
newspaper has come to represent 
the true YU philosophy that 
exemplifies, the raison d'etre of 
f,tenL 

The education we receive in 
Stem, both academic and spiritual, 
not only enables us, but further, 
compels each one of us to become 
leaders of the Jewish community. 
When we graduate and enter the 
world outside of Stern, it is not with 
Operation Torah Shield that we 
will succeed as leaders, but with 
those values that Stem has embed­
ded in us which enabled us to or­
ganize such an event. 

Only by recognizing, and more 
importantly, acknowledging the 
need for the Torah aspect in our 
inherent beings, will our na1ura1 
communal instincta be cultivated 
by the Stan enviromnent and suc­
ceed in providing leadership for the 
Jewish community. 
(Thanks to Dr. Josh Bacon for 
contributing his ideas.) 

RESPONSA: TAC President Speaks Out 
by Chayale Weissman This money, which could have raised and hand-delivered by Weinberger, Rav Chanoch Teller 

Studentapathyisaproblemthat been "thrown in the garbage," is Rabbi Avi Weiss to the mayor of and Rav Goldvicht, who gave 
every student council faces when now being distributed to Llfesav- Petach Tikvah to directly help re- shiurim to packed audiences in the 
plamting events. As president of ers; an organization helping pa- build the homes destroyed by the Orange Lounge and school build-
the Torah Activities Council tients who need bone marrow attacks. ing. 
(TAC)forthepasttwoyears,how- transplants, and to Chai-Lifeline, Another event initiated in re- Asidefromintellectualgrowth, 
ever, I would like to express my an organization helping children sponse to the Gulf War was Op- students are capitalizing on what 
"kudos" to the student body for a with terminal illnesses. eration Torah Shield - the they have been learning, and put­
change. Our tzedakah drives have also Homefront More than I 00 women ting it into practice. I have been 

Thisyearlhavenoticedasurge been extremely successful. We signed up to learn different amazedforexample,bythequick 
of student involvement in numer- have collected and donated over parshiot of the Torah to manifest responses received ~ 
ous events and extra-curricular $6000 on behalf of five organiza- concern for and affiliation with our Chai-Lifeline has asked for a vol· 
activitiesthatTAChassponsored. tions: HASC Summer Camp, fellow Jews in Israel. This wasalo unteertovisitasickchildinahos­
These events appealed to a variety · Keren Haezer, Keren HaChesed, our way of seeking Hashem' s help pita!, and even to spend the entire 
of students as noted by over- Tomchei Shabbos, and Yad during this crisis. night in the hospital in order toal-
whelming attendance and partici- Eliezer. The TAC board chose Many students have also sought leviate parental worry. 
pation. A record high was reached these charities in particular be- additional Torah learning by at- Two to tluee times a week stu­
this year at both the Chanukah and cause we felt the student body has tending the parsha shiur given dents visit patients in Beth Israel 
Purimchagigot.KochAuditorium a special interest and association every Tuesday night. The Beil Hospitalreganllessoftests.papen, 
was packed as students literally with them. Midrash has been packed with and personal commitments. 
shook the floor with ruach. A clothing drive on behalf of girls learning from the discussions Women also take time out of their 

At the onset of the year, a can Soviet emigrants to Israel sue- on the parsha led by fellow stu- busy schedules to teach Israeli 
drive was initiated. Bins were set ceeded in sending over 50 bags of dents. dance to young Soviet immigrants 
up in !he school building and on donated clothing to Israel before Weekly Pirkei Avot shiurim in Washington Heights. 
each floor in the dorm, adminis- Pesach. have also been given by Rabbi These are only a few of the 
tered by floor representatives. Toe In an immediate response to the Flaum every Monday night, in ad- many events and activities in 
seven cents allotted per each can Gulf War and Scud missile attacks dition to guest rebbeim, like Rabbi which the entire student body has 
reallyaddedup,asover$600were onlsrael,specialrafl1eswereheld. Blau, Rabbi Willig, Rabbi participated. There are many 
raised. Several thousand dollars were Rosensweig, Rabbi Moshe peoplewhodeservespecialtbanks 

for their supervision and 
committment to these numerous 
programs, The success of the year, 
however, is clearly due to student 
involvement in council activities. 

Although many students par­
ticipated in the various events of 
the year, technical plamting and 
programming of activities did not 
receivethesameamountofenlhu· 
siasm. Some may attribute this lack 
of involvement to student apathy. 
At times creativity might seem to 
be a rare commodity, but not as 
often as one might think. If stu­
dents direct their strengths and 
energies toward getting programs 
off the ground, even more could he 
accomplished in the future. 

I hope the success of this year 
provides you wilh a sense of ful­
fillment and encouragement 10 
continue in all your good work and 
noble endeavors. 

"Yasher Kochachen" and good 
luck! 

The Observer Wishes Everyone Good Luck in Finals And A Fun & Productive Summer 



... 

The annual Sports Award 
Banquet was held uptown on 
Monday May 13 in Belf<r Hall. 
Th~ banqu<t commenced wilh 
greetings from President Lamm, 
Vice President Rabbi Miller and 
Dean Baron. After dinner !be 
awards was given out. The intra­
mural swimming awards were 
handed ou1 first. followed by the 
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MaleskaAmazes Crossword Fans 
By Alyssa Henmn 

InlightoftheNew Yort.Times 
crossword puule craze that has 
swep( over Siem CoUege. the stu­
dent council invited Eugene T. 
Maleska, editor of the New Y ort. 
Tunes puzzle to address the student 
body about his profession. Cross­
word puzzle entbusiasts eagerly 
awaited his discourse which was 
delivered on Tuesday April 30 to 
an audicocc that filled Koch audi­
torium. 

Student Council president. Lisa 
Horowitz, introduced Maleska, 
who was a chief contributor to the 
NYT crossword puu.le before be­
coming its editor in 1978. Prior to 
his full time employment at the 
Tunes, Malcsta, who .-ived his 
doctome in education at Harvard, 
was a teacher and admiJJistrator in 
the Harlem public school system. 

Via syndicatos, Maleska's 
puzzles have appeared in oyer 250 
newspapers across the nahon. He 
bas aho edited several books 
which arc compilatioos of his most 
difficult and best puzzles includ­
ing his new book. Across and 
Qiwl. 

Maleslca began his speech by 
dubbing himself "Maleska the 
Malevolent," a title on which he 

..pidet, himself based oo tbe diffi. 
culties and challenges that his 
puzzles presenL 

He then outlined bis speech 
pattern which consisted of four 
main components: an explanation 
of how be started out in the cross­
word puzzle trade, the logistics of 

. <naling a puzzle, tricks of the trade 
and his diffeient types of fans. 

Maleska described his original 
involvement in puu.le malcing as 
a romantic story that occured dur­
ing bis college year... Maleska cre­
ated a puzzle for his girlfriend and 
later wife, Jean, with the only clue 
being "most beautiful girl on cam-

•: r < ~ ,\ 
l 
\ } 

B 

EMB•M T. Molnlul ,-r/-"'6-
pus." 

Seeing the puzzles that Maleska 
constructed, his roommate com­
mented that the local newspaper 
would pay five dollars to the au­
thor of a puule that they pub­
lished. Intrigued by the prospect of · 
constructing puzzles, Malesk:a 
studied the dynamics of the puzzles 
that he solved 1hroughout 1h·e 
course of the next four years. 

In the wake of the rejection of 
his first fony puzzles, Maleska 
made an inquiry and discovered 
that the newspaper editors re­
frained from publishing his puzzles 
because they suspected him of be­
ing a plagiarist, for he was too 
young for hi s puzzles to be so 
good. 

After explaining that he had 
studied the an of puzzle making for 
several years, the newspaper fi­
nally agreed to publish one of his 
works. He then related the lhrill of 

having his first puzzle appear in the 
New York Times. 

Maleska 's strategy for success­
fully constructing puzzles is find­
ing words that altemaJe consonan1s 
and vowels. By placing two such 
words, one beginning with a con­
sonant and the other a vowel, hori­
zontally, words begin to be formed 
on the venical plane. 

Maieslca proceeded to explain 
the principle of diagonal symme­
try which governs all of the NYT' s 
puzzles. When a box is blackened 
in one comer of the square puzzle 
grid, its diagonal counterpan must 
also be darkened. The middle box 
becomes the only one without a 
coun1erpan. 

After presenting two more rules 
employed by the NYT, that words 
must consist of at least three le1-
ters and that a word cannot 
be repeated within a puzzle. 

Continu,d on p. JS, col. I 

"Come For Shabbat" Campaign a Success 
by Debbie Rudack 

Campaigning for this year's 
S1uden1 Council, Torah Activities 
Council and Sy Syms School of 
Business did not end on April 25, 
but rather a new joinc campaign for 
'tbe sbabbaton o.fthe year' began. 

Yeshiva University presidenl, 
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm and his 
wife were the guests at the 
SCWSC, TAC, and SSSB spon­
sored Shabbaton at sew on the 
weekend of April 26-27. 

An intense campaign made up 
of more than 30 posters was 
launched in the lobby of the school 
building announcing· 1he 
Sbabbaton and encouraging strong 
studenl panicipa1ion. The signs 
made were a parody ·of the cam­
paign slogans used by the studencs 
running for studnet council posi­
tions such as. "During Setira, slay 
in for Shabba1" or "Absolu1 
Shabbos". 

Posters, however, were not the 
only campaigning method used. 
Various members of the Studen1 
Council Board went from room to 
room to sign people up. and they 
were even stopping stutlents on the 
street. 

Lisa Horowicz. presiden1 of 
SCWSC, fell it was imponant that 
the s1uden1s. especially present and 
future student leaders, anend in the 
name of school spiri1 as well ou1 
of respect for Dr. Lamm. Studen1 
Council made the Shabbacon even 
more enticing by paying extra for 
special foods such as brisket Fri­
day night along wi1h 1he chicken. 
and beuer dessens for 1he Fiday 
night '?n'8· 

As lace as Thursday afternoon 
only 15 people were signed up. bu! 
by Friday morning the ,otal rose to 
150. Twenty-1 wo students from 
YC auended, some of whom are 
ei1her present s1uden1 leaders or 

candidates for next year's YCSC 
Board. 

Dr. Lamm spoke Friday nigh! 
on the aspecls of Quietism vs. Ac-
1ivism. the extremes of each as well 
as !he imponanoe of both. Man y 
panicipated in the Saturday night 
event held at Hackers, Hillers, and 
Hoops loca1ed al 123 W. 18th 
S1reet where students could play 
miniature golf. ping-pong, or bas­
ket-ball. 

This lase campaign put fonh by 
!he exiling Student Council Boord 
1umed ou1 to be a tremendous sue· 
cess. and Lisa Horowitz "person­
ally commends everyone for com­
ing. and congraiulates Food Ser­
vices on a job well done." 

'"This Shabbaton proved how 
successful an event can be when 
chat extra effort is exerted,"' 
Horow i1 z declared, and she 
sirongly hopes that "this spirit will 
carry into next year." 
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By Amanda Welner 
The pressure is on. You feel 

your palms sweat. Everyone is 
staring at you. You try to remem­
bet not to fidget. You force your­
self to avoid saying "um". And you 
hope with all your might that you 
sound intelligent. lt'snotjustmalc­
ing a fool out of yourself you have 
to worry about; it's making the 
grade. ~ 

To anyone who has taken Stml wo111•n •,vo,fni --,,,~,. 

Speech 1100, this may sound all scwsc In =· , · · , .• , 
::t~!::e!t~:~7::~!~ . . .· 8 .· :_ en .. 
the,eyeofaSpeechprofessormay & Awards·., C .. , ...... 
hope for a role reversal; a chance ' . · ~ 
to see the professor sweat for a by Yael Bloom the Can Drive OJn1mittee and to 

change. The culmination of this year's the editors ofTAC's two publica-
On April 24 students had just elections took place Tuesday night, lions, the Kosher Newsleller and 

such an opportunity. Four faculty May 7, at the annual inauguration Bina Yeteira. Jona thanked 
members, Peninnah Schram, Re- and awards ceremony held in Koch the manager and ll1Bff of Milner's 
becca Stearns, Bob Kelly, and auditorium. The room was filled Marlu,t for all the bani work and 
Mark McGovern, presented stories with students and was decotated arduous hours dley put in during 
and poetry for around thiny stu- with Stern pennants and the sc)lool year, especially during 

dents in attendance. paraphenalia. A buffet of desserts midterms and finals. 

Although the professors origi- was spread out for the consump- The awards for the Aisbel 

nally planned to use "spring" as a lion of the participants. Honor Society were presented by 

unifying theme, in the end each Lisa Horowitz, SCW student Zelda Braun, bead of student 

simply chose the literature that he council president, Cbayale sevices. Mrs. Bnwnexplained that 

or she preferred to perform. The Weissman,presidentoftheTorah theAisbelHonorSocietywascre­
result, in Schram's words, was ActivitiesCouncil,andMikiJona, atedmanyyearsagotobonortbose 

"different pacing and tones that President of Sy Syms student women whobadgivenalotoflheir 
gathered together and flowed." council, each prese11ted awards to time and effort to the community, 

Schram performed a story of thedeservingwomenineachone's whilealsobeingacademicallysu-
J,Jc~w.-ii~shli-flflltav,,o,rr'-1aillbo10111utHtthh~e;l;S;eee,err-,06Jff-flre'11spe,ee!etitiY<·,•eo.,ee,a,.111...incils. perior. 
Lublin. Horowitz introduced the cer- This year's inductees were 

Kelly began with poetry about emony by bestowing awards upon Sharona Cunio, Lisa Horowitz, 

love, which he read with Steams. Stuart Reichman, assistant man- Lisa Lasher, Shoshana Levine and 
Next he recited a poem on Ulysses, ager of the Stern cafeteria. upon the Rachel Mohl. Each recipient re­
and he ended with a Grimm's Fairy members of the Food Services ceivedanArtscrollMacbzor. 

Tale. Committee and upon Mr. After the numerous awards 

ByAaAilllllN 
. ~ ~ votatto se-

lect the senior Cius profesapn for 
both the Judaic and secular divi­
sions II Stem College. In addition, 
there was a sqJll'lle dlslnllutionof 
ballots to the graduating clau of 
the Sy Syms School ofBuaineu to 
select the recipient of the tint an­
nual Profeuor of the Year Award 
in-tcd by the SSSBC. 

1'hc blllots for the Stern Col­
lege faculty awards were handed 
out II in the lobby of the sdlool 
building. Originally ICbeduletl for 
ooc clay, the voting was Clllellded 
an lllldltional day became many 
students were unaware lhlll • 
vodn&Jookplace. Sipa-lben 
poated inonlerto ~ .... 
aw-lllldto-_.lhllla 
...... peftlelllllpofflme1¥11111e 
would pm1icipllle in the sclectlon 
procaa. 

Studenb wen given a list of 

scnior~llld wae llked 

to nominate one Judaic Studies 

proC- and - secular studies 
professor. The senior class Judaic 
Studies faculty Award was 
awarded to last year's recipient, 
and mashgiach ruchani of the 

school, Rabbi Tzvi Plaum, while 
the Secular DMaion Awn.was 
awarded to paycbology prufcssor, 
Dr. Jolhll& Bacon. 

I~ a ,..-1t.t3 b,,µo.i Ille 20 

·';, ·:,;:- . ,, 
....._...... were 
inluuctalto~~,..._ 
whomtbeyf'ell.matleaiinlplcton 
their etlucation." They chose 
DavldlfomunauProfesaorof the 
Year. All twenty senion retamed 
tbeirballots,indicatina l~par­
ticipation in the voting proceaa. 

On 1bunday April 29 !here was 
a short presentation made to 
Hornung by Accounting Society 
president Shoshana Levitz and 
SSSBSC praident Miki Jona. Af. 
ter-.ma bil plaque, Profeaoi: 
Hornung told the 35-40 students 
crowded into the room that "teach­
ing II Stem College is really a la­
bor of love." 

The official presentations to 
Rabbi Flaum and Dr. BIICOII will 
be made II the senior dinner. Al­
though plaques are tndllioaally 
presented, Rabbi Plaum 1w re­
queated that the money lhllt would 
have been spent on a pllqae for 
him, be given to tzedakah inltead. 

Out of 186 women in the padu­
C.,,.... 011 p. 14, eol. l. McGovern began with a pun Gonzalez, the head of Stern's se- were presented, the beads of the 

through which he admitted bis curity. three student councils inaugurated 
trepidation about performing in Weissman presented awards to next yearts boards. Rcpresenta­
front of students. He then read a the leaders of all the clubs under lives of the present boards then 

poem by Keats and ended with a the tutelage of TAC including the 
Conlinued on p.11, coL 3. Chevrilta Kesher, the Israel Club, 

Colldllru4 m, p. 13, coL 1. 

Discovery Program 
Cancelled at Stern 

Lag Ba'Omer Celebrated :~== 
· · flowers, decorate yarmulkes, draw tb8I was scbedulcd for April 25, 

pictures of tulips. and make their but was canceled due to scbedul­
own set of Ten Commandments in ing tecbnicalities. 
preparation for Shavuot. The confusion was two-fold. 

Rabbi Alter Melrger, a member On the same evening II the main 
of the sew Jewish studies depart- campus, a student council awards 
ment, addressed the 75 adults in dinnerwuldleduledwithoutcon­
Yiddislt and told them that within firmllion on citbcr the YCSC or 
Jewish Historytbercare_iltrec~ scwsc c:alendlrs. 
We have~ experienced two Atldltlonally, JSS bad just held a 
of them, he wd: the fire dial ac-~ p:ogram the week be­
companied lllilllln Torah, and the 1&e and lhus lbere was no further 
ftres tllll conswned Jcwilb bodies inlilllllt on the main campus for a 
during the Holocaust. repeal evenl- This would limit the 

The third fin::, the one of the aamdlnt:e and tbua did not make 
future, will be the fire tb8I will be the evenl WOltbwbile. 

Worlilof on projects wllll Russian perts. a part of the Messianic revelation. The lllltlenlcouncil awanla din-
Expanding on the theme of Del'. p1...i by Ille YCSC pesi-

by Adeeva Laya Graubard Guests, upon entering the ball, mot an Torah. Rabbi Metzger de~t. Steven Pelaenthal, was 

Lag B'Omer was celebrated were dazzled by brightly colored broughtanewer,morecontempo- sclteduledforApril2.S 1991 but 

with enthusiasiam and love when streamers, balloons and posters, rary meaoing to sefirat Ha<>mer. was miatakcnly not~~ the 
YU students eelebrated together and were welcomed by sew stu- · The Omer~ with Pesllcb ~ calendar by the vice president, 

withrecentSovietimmigrantsata dents, who distributed sefirat concludcswithSbawot,twoholi- DavldltolowidL 11uawanladin­
festive chagiga held on Wednes- HaOmercbarts and booklets on the days tb8I celcbrale aalvllions. ..-coaldnotbclllltllledlllllwbic:b 
day night, May I, at Weissberg OmerandSbavuot,bothofwhich But,explainedRabbiMetzger, wouldpm,clllmayYCIIUdenta 
Commons. were written in Russian. they are two different types of lib- from .... the Aidl HaTonb 

The event was organzied by It was a night of enjoyment for erations. Pesacb, when G-d re- evenl II sew. 
Cbayala Weissman. president of both young and old. Young chil- deemed us from Egypt, was a TAC 11111 SCWSC would have 

TAC, and David Rozenson, who dren joined with Stern students physical salvllioo. On the other sp0IISONII the JIIOPUI wi1hout 

beads the philanthropy society at who helped them assemble sejirat hand, Shavuot celebrates the fact uptown puticipalioa bad it not 

YC. HaOmercharts,makec:rcpepaper · C°"""""'Oll,-16,e.l.l. becnM>c:oady. 

The IJIOll'IIII planned. "Codes 
in the Tanh", - to be geared to 
the average Yablva level ltudent. 
The event WM to be unique In that 
it was to take place on a Tbunday 
night, and to be apotlll)fCd by TAC, 
SOY, SCWSC and YCSC. 

Both the vice praident of TAC, 
Sharon Piaher, and the vice presi­
dentofSCWSC, LiaaLasher,bave 
indicated that there have been 
many req11C811 for a social pn11n111 
with a Torah purpose, where no 
one would feel uncomfortable 
about allCllding. Discovay flt per­
fectly into this category. -

The scheduling confusion was 
an "unfortunate mix up," said 
Lasher. ·scwsc and TAC were 
looking forward to offering events 
1bit people want. There is a need 
for a Thunday night event with 
aubltance." 

Discovery was the demand. 
Due to ita cancellation, thole who 
annged it were very tliaappolllled. 
"One consolation is 11111 the lnfor­
lllllianforthepognm JmallWldy 
been passed on to next year's 
blwd," said Chayale Wcitlman. 
TAC Prcaident. "T)ley arc loaking 
forward 10 holding the proaram ..., ____ .. 

... 
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same. 
Discussing an Israeli who came 

to America during the Christmas 
season, and saw Christmas lights 
and trees all over, Lewin noted, 
"He felt like a second class citi-

Christians, government interven­
tion is unneccessary. 

"Jews must insist on equality; 

GREAT AMERICAN HEALTH BAR 

Extends its Best Wishes to the Graduating Class of 1991 
And Looks Forward to Servicing the Returning Class Next Fall 

2 PARK AVENUE (bet. 32nd &. 33rd Street) 

10 EAST 44th STREET (bet. 5th &. Madison Avenues) 

NEW LOCATION-SmmER CAFE ON LfflRARY PLAZA 

5th AVENUE &. 42nd STREET 
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...,._ Ben DIVitl . 
By Shoshana Levine 

He's inspiring. He's dynamic. 
His music is intense and passion­
ate. He is a chassidic rock sensa­
tion who has sold millions of al­
bums and has appeared in sell-out 
performances in major concert 
halls throughout the world. 

39-year-old Mordechai Ben 
David Werdyger, performer, 
songwriter and producer, is gener­
ally acknowledged as the Prince of 
Jewish music and is currently the 
top performer in his field. "He is 
to Jewish soul music .what Billy 
Joel is to contemporary pop." "A 
Michael Jackson with peyot 
(sidelocks)," writes the interna­
tional press. 

For I 8 years Mordechai Ben 
David has been singing Jewish 
music to an uptempo beat. One of 
four sons of famed Cantor David 
Werdyger, Ben David was raised 
with music as a focal point in his 
life. He recalls that his father would 
"sit me on his lap and tap his foot 
to music as he was listening." 

Ben David sang his first song 
into a home tape recorder even 
before he could speak. "Music is 
in the fiber of my being," he ex­
plains. 

The Lower East Side born 
singer had never considered a sing­
ing career. At age 12 he travelled 
to Israel for a short visit which 
turned into a five year stay in the 
Gerer Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. 

Soo11-afte; he retw-oofrr~~ Is: 
rael, Ben David, 18, was married, 
and his new brother-in-law, an 
Australian chazzan and "very ag­
gressive," began urging him to 
compose songs and to entertain 
with him. Having had taught him­
self to play keyboard early on in 
his life, Ben David would play and 
Klein would sing, until Klein 
moved away to Montreal. 

Though he stopped performing 

once the team split, Ben David 
continued composing "just for the 
fun of it," never intending to re­
lease his songs publicly. 

At the urgings of his friends, the 
21-year-old recorded a tape of 
original chassidic songs. Capital­
izing on his father's name, he titled 
the album Mordechai Ben David 
Werdyger. 

The summer immediately fol­
lowing the release of his first al­
bum, his friends began inquiring 
about the possibility of his per­
forming in concert. Ben David as­
sured them there was "no way" he 
would. 

"The next thing I knew," Ben 
David recalls, "there were signs 
posted all around the bungalow 
colonies in the mountains an­
nouncing a concert I was giving on 
Saturday night." 

~·1 was nervous the entire 
Shabbat," Ben David said. "People 
began flocking in right after 
Shabbai ended. The place was 
packed and I was shaking." Even 
now, 18 years and hundreds of 
concerts later, "I still shake before 
I have to go on stage," he revealed. 

Ben David's singing career ig­
nited from there. The audience 
loved him and requests for perfor­
mances began pouring in. When 
his second album was recorded, he 
dropped Werdyger from his title 
and became simply Mordechai 
Ben David. 

~ -Now, 11 years later, he has re­
cently recorded his 18th tape, The 
Double Album, and has performed 
in countless concerts internation­
ally. He is currently embarking on 
an 18th anniversary world tour, a 
first in Jewish music history. 

Ben David attributed his in­
creased interest in music to the 
teachings of the Revnitzer Rebbe, 
one of the singer's most valuable 

mentors. 
"The Rebbe pushed me to 

sing," he explained. "I had always 
thought the whole concert scene 
was very un-Jewish, buttheRebbe 
taught me what's important is what 
you sing. If you're singing praises 
of G-d, that's the best thing you can 
do." 

Featuring songs in English, 
Hebrew and Yiddish, the chassidic 
star reaches out· to all crowds and 
to people in all walks of life. 

"Music is the one aspect of Ju­
daism all types of people can re­
late to," Ben David believes, "and 
I try to communicate a message to 
all these people through my vari­
ety of songs." 

Morrkchai Be11 David 
One of his most renowned 

songs, "Just One Shabbos," was 
intended as an important message 
that the singer wished to relay to 
the Jewish community at large. 

The song, Ben David explained, 
which describes a typical Friday 
night scene at the Western Wall, 
"opened up the door for many Jews 
who know minimally about their 
heritage." 

While jumping wildly around 
the stage with bright disco lights 
flashing in his eyes, Ben David 
thinks about nothing but the words 
of the song he is singing. And his 
passionate sincerity is evident to 
the audience during his perfor­
mances. 

"If I don't feel what I'm sing-

ing," he explained, "I might as well 
stop singing." For this reason, the 
singer chooses to sing about issues 
and people who inspire him. 

One of the most well-'irnown 
songs about Soviet Jews, Ben 
David's "Let My People Go," was 
the outcome of the singer's meet­
ing with former Prisoner of Con­
science, Y osef Mendelevich. 

"I was so moved by his message 
and his charisma in relaying tha1 
message," Ben David recalled, 
"that I sat down and wrote out a 
song almost immediately." 

He attributed the difllculty he 
had in perfecting his hit song about 
the Mormon University in Jerusa­
lem, titled "Y erushalayim Is Not 
For Sale," to his impassioned opin­
ions on world events. 

"It took me a long time to get 
the right amount of anger in the 
words," he explained, "and when 
I first sang it I practically ex­
ploded." 

This song, among others, 
emerged as a strong political state­
ment, and inevitably sparked con- . 
troversy. Most of the minimal criti­
cism he receives. however, he ex­
plains as coming from "the ultra­
orthodox extreme right who think 
my songs are too much like rock­
and-roll." 

The world famous singer often 
performs for various charitable 
causes. He worlcs closely with the 
Hebrew Academy for Special 
Children (H.A.S.C.) an organiza­
tion that runs education and treat­
ment centers in New York City, 
and an eight week summer pro­
gram in upstate New Y otk. 

He has headlined the H.A.S.C. 
benefit concerts that have taken 
place annually for the past four 
years in Avery Fisher Hall. 

The children of H.A.S.C. who 
suffer from mental, physical and 
emotional disabilities, are among 

the dozens of Jewish adults and 
children who have named Ben 
David their number one favorit· 
singer. 

The singer enjoys giving con 
certs for the H.A.S.C. children 
more than any Olher performances. 
"The music really touches lheu­
souls," he explained. '1."bcy re­
spond exactly the way illcy .feel 
because there are no einotil>nal 
boundaries wilh these ltidii." 

Ben Davidrecalledhillfecling. 
of apprehension that prccede.d hi., 
first H.A.S.C. concert. '1 wlllln't 
sure what to liing or llow~l!:id, 
would respond." 

"Whell I 113w dlO!IC ldd8 jump­
ing up lllld down in Ille air all be­
gan IO sing. "he recalled, "I felt the 
exci-and joy. It's a Vf!PJ spe­
cial feeling." 

Ben David, who spends the 
majority of his days leamiag To­
rah, does not spend tinie practic­
ing for his recordings and perfor­
mances. 

"The purpose of rehearsals," he 
explained, "is generally for the 
band. I just get onstage and sing." 

Ben David's debut of his 18th 
anniversary tour took place at the 
Westbury Music Fair in March. 
Additional performances are 
planned to take place in London's 
Wembley Concert Hall in June. 

Plans for a "Religious Fn:edoni 
Tour" in Russia are being manged 
by his agent. Though he has ap­
peared in rnajo(concen venues in 
Israel, England, South Africa and 
Canada, in addition to all across 
America, this tour will be the first 
time Ben David will be perform­
ing in the Soviet Union. 

"More than anything else, I like 
to see people getting charged from 
music," Ben David said. "Jewish 
music instills hope and joy in 
people's hearts. But most of all, it 
helps us get closer to G-d." 

Yorn Yerushalayim with Rav Yehuda Amital Dance Program Ex,ands 
By Shani Feiner 

Sunday,May 12th was not only 
Mother's Day this year, but also an 
extremely significant date on the 
Jewish calendar. It coincided with 
the 28th of lyar - Yorn 
Yerushalayim. While many stu­
dents celebrated the day in the li­
brary, a ruach-filled chagiga took 
place in Congregation Kehilath 
Jeshurun. 

This chagiga, sponsored by the · 
S.O.Y. Aliyah Club and Yeshiva! 
Har Etzion Alumni was not only 
enhanced by the singing and danc­
ing, but most importantly by the 
presence and shiur delivered by 
HaRav Y ehuda Arnita! in his na­
tive Hebrew tongue. Rav Arnita!, 
Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshiva! Har 
EtziQ.n, came in specifically for this 
occasion the night before the 
chagiga. 

Rav Amital spoke about the 
kedusha and uniqueness of 
Y erushalayim in the eyes of Am 
Yisrael and the nations of the 
world. There is a universal holiness 
to the city, yet, ii is reserved for 

the Jews. He ended by exclaiming 
that the lwtel HaMa' aravi that ex­
ists today, is not merely a remnant 
of the Beil HaMikdash. "It is not 
the last of the walls destroyed, but 
the first one to be rebuilt." 

He later recounted his three 
most poignant visits to the kotel. 
His second visit, he revealed, took 
place the Shavuot following the 
Six-Day War in 1967. He asked an 
Israeli general how he felt when he 
was recajXllring different cities. "I 

didn't feel anything when I cap­
tured Shechem," he admitted. 
"Only when I came to 
Yerushalayim did I feel some­
thing." This is not surprising, com­
mented Rav Arnita!. 

The shiur was followed by 
dancing, singing, and refreshments 
prepared especially for the occa­
sion - a cake in honor of the day, 
and of course • a falafel buffet. All 
present felt that the chagiga not 
only enhanced their Yom 
Y erushalayim, but also reminded 
them of where they truly want to 
be. 

"I remember dancing at this 
time throughout the night at the 
Kotel two years ago," commented 
Ricki Lieber. "I wish I could feel 
that same overwhelming happiness 
as I did then." 

This was the second annual 
Y om Y erushalayim chagiga spon­
sored by the Y eshivat Har Etzion 
Alumni. All guests were invited to 
return for the third annual chagiga, 
hopefully to take place next year 
in Y erusha/ayim habenuya. 

by Esther Wolf 
On Tuesday, April 9, a group 

of Stem College students, led by 
junior Elli Kagan, held a dance 
class for some girls who have re­
cently emigrated from the Soviet 
Union. 

This program has continued 
weekly and involves about twelve 
volunteers from Stern and about 
fifteen pre-teen and teenaged girls. 

Kagan initially made contacts 
with a small group of Russian girls 
at a Chanukah party held at Ye­
shiva University. Later in the year 
she invited six girls toa Tu B'Shvat 
party at Stem College, at which the 
girls expressed an interest to learn 
Israeli dances. 

After much planning and help 
from a variety of sources, espe­
cially Marilyn Bagley of the Max 
Stem Division of Communal Ser­
vices, a dance prognnn was insti­
tuted fortheae girls. Kagan penon­
ally phoned ten girls 10 invite them 
to come to the fint dance ieaMm. 

The prognnn is held on Tues­
day nights from 7 p.m. 10 8 p.m. at 

the Mount Sinai Synagogue. in 
Washington Heights, near an of the 
girls' homes. According to the 
Stem women involved, the girls 
learn quickly and are very appre­
ciative of the vol11111eers. 

The young immigtarits who 
participate in the class enjoy being 
part of a special club, and !here is 
a feeling of unity among Ille girls. 
Senior Mimi Rothberg believes 
that the bonds fonned at the dance 
sessions will come into play at 
some point in the girls' lives. 

The Stem students attempC to 
integrate religious ideas into the 
lesson, in part by explailliDg and 
discussing the words oflhe 0He­
brew songs. Additionally, after the 
class, snacks subsidized by TAC 
are provided, and the whole group 
makes· the brachot togelhct. Ex­
plains Stem junior Ilana Schiff, 
who atlended one cla&s, "IMJllgh 
their dancing these young girls are 
coming c1- IO Judailm. • 

Kagan beJleves in Ille impor-
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by Rachel Schenker 
Why Stem College? 

It's a question we all asked our­
selves al one point in our lives. 
That point. thaugh. has already 
passed forus. 

But not for others. Stern re­
ceives hundreds of applicants per 
year. Young women from all dif­
ferent walks of life. Foreign and 
American. observant and non-ob­
servant. these young ladies of vary­
ing backgrounds all meet at 245 

· Lexington Ave. 
We already feel like we've been 

here forever. We no longer remem­
ber the torturous time we went 
through, contemplating and decid­
ing which university to attend. 
when they were all. along with the 
rest of the world, open to us. 

And once we made Ql!L deci­
sion. it was agonizing waiting for 
theirs. Will they accept me? Are 
my grades high enough? Are my 
SAT scores good enough? Whal 
about my recommendations? Were 
they nice to me? 
· It is time to explore and under­

stand what attracts those students 
before they enter the Yl.l system, 
what qualities of the university 
there are that draw as many appli­
cants to the university as it does. 

I've been in a Torah 
environment my entire 

school career. Should that 
priority change as soon as 

the choice of school 
becomes my decision? 

The most homogenous group 
by far consists of Yeshiva day 
school kids, from both New York 
and out of state. One of their most 
common reasons for choosing 
Stem College is the continuation 
of Torah learning and Judaic Stud­
ies courses that are available. 

Studies department. ''Thus," writeS 
1 one student, " Stem has the perfect 

curriculum for what I need - the 
mixture of secular study to help me 
obtain my career goals, and Judaic 

Stern has the perfect 
curriculum for what I 
need-the mixture of 

secular study to help me 
obtain my career goals and 
Judaic Studies to lend me 
more exposure to intensive 

. Torah Study. 

Studies to lend me more exposure 
to intensive Torah study." 

Not all decisions are based on 
SCW's dual curriculum: Many 
high school graduates are scared of 
what's out there in the "real world" 
and plan to avoid it for another four 
years by seeking "shelter" in 
Stem's "closed walls." 

Another student thought about 
Stern in those same terms, but 
came to a different conclusion. 
"People tell me I'm just entering 
another Jewish ghetto by going to 
Stem:lnsteal:t;l"slroutdgrrtcnrreat · 
college', where I'll start learning 
how to get along in the 'real 
world'. I answer them very care­
fully and explain that this is my real 
world - Torah Judaism as it touches 
every aspect of my life." 

Some people, especially from 
the Yeshiva crowd, come simply 
because it's where their friends 
are and they' re not yet ready to 
make the split. Although that ap­
proach sounds somewhat shallow, 
these women strongly feel that 
friends are an important part of 
one's spiritual life; a person is in­
fluenced strongly by her peers, so 
h's important to choose those 
peers carefully. 

by Malka Fogel 
The Gemarain Menakhot (29b) 

relates the following parable about 
Moshe. Eager to follow the devel­
opment of the Torah he had ttans­
mitted to the Jews at Sinai, he en­
tteats 0-d to allow him to observe 
the discourse between the Tannaim 
and their pupils, one thousand 
years after his death. 

Moshe attends the Beit Midrash 
of Rabbi Akiva and is dismayed to 
find that although he had climbed 
Mount Sinai, had spoken to 0- cl, 
and had delivered and taught the 
Torah to the enti!e Jewish nation, 
he is now unable to comprehend 
their discussion. The nuances of 
the Law being discussed are for­
eign to him and he iealizes the ex­
tent to which the Oral Law has 
evolved in just a few centuries. 

Another Moshe, Moshe 
Maimonides, were he to enter 
Stem College for Women today, 
would not react with such surprise 
and discomfort ifhe were to see the 
approach of study here. 
Maimonides, one of the greatest 
Jewish thinkers and most prolific 
writers, sueeessfttlly synthesized 
Jewish and secular thought. He 
fused Aristotelian ethics and meta­
physics with the Torah's ideals of 
theology and morals. 

This system of synthesis, 
adopted at YU and at Stem College, 
known to us as Torah U'Madda, 
enables students to concentrate on 
both disciplines, their Jewish heri­
tage and secular culture, fusing the 
two as Maimonides did. 

Though the concept of Torah 
U' Madda distinctly characterizes 
YU as a whole, at Stem, the Torah 
learning itself is innovative. 

Torah study at Stem today mir­
rors the general trend of the Jewish 
community toward increased in­
depth study for women. "Tzenna 
ur' enna" learning has been ren­
dered obsolete by the majority of the 
Jewish population. Society no 
longer limits women to study of 

Tanach, midrashim and mussar and 
instead, women enjoy the freedom 
to learn more difficult texts of ad­
vanced Rabbinic literature. 

Torah Study at Stem today 
mirrors the general trend 
of the Jewish community 
toward increased in tkpth 

study for women. 

Women who plan to enter gradu­
ate schools and pursue careers in 
medicine, psychology and law can 
no longer allow their Torah learn­
ing to be substandard. Jewish stud­
ies courses at Stern insure that a 
student's secular education will not 
dwarf her religious one. 

The relationship between Jew­
ish and secular studies at Stern can 
be understood according to the 
Maimonidean interpretation of a 
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passage in the Book of Proverbs. 
King Solomon describes a vessel 
which consists of a golden apple 
inside a bowl of silver, "tapuchot 
zahav bimaskiyot kesef." While 
each component is valuable and 
attractive by itself, only when the 
two are together do they form a 
complete and beautiful object. 

Solomon intends the allegory to 
explain the importance of the prov­
erb which has both a literal mean­
ing, represented by the silver bowl, 
as well as a deeper meaning, sym­
boliz.ed by the golden apple. Simi­
larly, the essence for Jewish students 
remains Jewish studies, or the 
golden apple, but the secular stud­
ies occupies a significant place. 

Blending together two unique 
entities such as Jewish learning and 
secular studies complements the 
study of both and avails students 
of the opportunity to reap benefits 

unattainable in a uni-faeeted l'f6" 
gram. 

At Stern, the ideal of Torah 
study combined with general study 
is implemented in many classes. In 
a course such as Medieval Philoso­
phy, analyzing the works of Tho­
mas Aquinas and Averroes in con­
junction with Maimonides facili­
tates in the understanding of the 
system synthesizing Aristotelian 
philosophy with theology. F u r -
thermore, knowledge of Bible en­
hances study of John Milton's 
Paradise Lost. The reference to 
"Sion Hill," Jerusalem, strikes a 
chord deep in the hearts of many 
students who have spent consider­
able tiJne on this hill, and the "Son 
of Amram," Moses, relates to a fig­
ure familiar to all Jewish students. 
Other interdisciplinary courses of­
fered at Stern combine secular and 
Jewish subjects which enhance the 

Interdisciplinary courses 
offered at Stern combine 

secular and Jewish 
subjects which enhance 

the uwrstanding 
and appreciation of 

each system. 

While Stern's limited course 
offerings might be frustrating at 
times, the smallness of the school 
proves advantageous. Upon enter­
ing a lecture hall, professors do not 
encounter a blur of 200 faces but 
rather, a small group of students, 
and by rnidsemester, the teachers 
often know the students by name. 

Furthermore, the Dean's office 
is accessible to all students who are 
seeking career guidance or would 

like to voice complaints. The deans 
endeavor to satisfy students' re­
quests for specific courses not of. 
fered at Stem, provided there is 
sufficient demand for them. By 
accommodating students' wishes, 
the administration insures student 
satisfaction and fosters their intel­
lectual growth. 

The administration furthered 
this growth with the implementa­
tion of the Joint Israel Program. 
This program has changed the face 
of the student body at Stern in the 
past ten years. Women return from 
this intense year at yeshivot in Is­
rael with an intensified commit­
ment to learning and chesed. 

Living in Israel enables the stu­
dents to experience the ideal Jew­
ish way of life. By visiting the 
Kotel, Masada and other places 
where Jews have waged fierce 
battles both in ancient and modern 
times, what before had only been 
the secondhand account of an 
event in Tanach or a history book 
now jumps off the page in live 
color. Stern's program encourages 
this spiritual journey to be taken. 

The commitment to Judaism 
and sense of community at Stem 
is also manifested in the dedication 
of students to helping those less 
fortunate than they:Walls and bul­
letin boards are plastered with no­
tices about projects benefitting the 
old, sick and handicapped. N e w 
York University Hospital, within 
walking distance of Stern, attracts 
visitors from the college who bring 
cheer and spirit to the children af­
flicted with cancer as well as re­
lief to parents who must remain 
with their charges constantly. The 
F Train transports other students to 
the Lower East Side where they 
visit the elderly and homebound. 

These selfless acts add a spark 
of happiness to these people and 
exemplify the students' commit­
ment to the community. 

Besides learning and chesed, an 
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What they feel is beautifully 
summarized (capsulized) by one 
SCW applicant: "Torah Judaism 
isn'tsomeihingl practice. It's some­
thing I live day in and day out. Af­
ter going to schools where Judaic 
Studies have always been pan of my 
mandated, involuntary schedule. 
how can I drop my Torah learning 
as soon as it becomes my decision? 
Until now, it's been to my parents' 
c-redit that I have always stayed on 
the Torah path. Now it's time I take 
the responsibility and credit for my 
own actions." 

And there are even those 
women who choose Stem College 
because it is Yeshiva University 
and they want to be closely affili­
ated with the YU students. They 
wish lo be part of the YU social 
community and hope to find hus­
bands at YC who have similar out­
looks on life. 

Religious outlook, or hashkafa, 
is another strong asset of Stem that 
attracts people. There is not one 
single hashkafa that must be mani­
fested in every Stern student. By 
belonging to Stem, one doesn't 
necessarily belong to a certain re­
ligious group. Because of the var­
ied faculty and student body, ev­
eryone is able to find her own 
niche, an approach to Torah obser­
vance that she can. be comfortable 
identifying with. 

Women's Torah Stlldy·Evoluti-, or Revolutiaary 
Another applicant voices her 

agreement: "I've been in a Torah 
learning environment my entire 
school career. Should that priority 
change a!-. soon as the choice of 
school becomes my dcci!\ion in· 
stead of my parents"?" 

Still others feel that with the 
acceleration of their secular stud­
ies, there should be a likewise 
accomopanyment in the Judaic 

Although sew has evolved 
considerably since its inception in 
1954. interestingly enough, the 
raison d'etre has not varied much 
in more than 3 I years. 

By Shani Feiner 
Over the past thirty-seven years 

tremendous strides in women's 
education have been taken and are 
currently evident as represented by 
the existence of Stem College, first 
established in 1954. Women of 
today are certainly more educated 
secularly, prepared to enter careers 
of all sorts. The history, however, 
of the most important area of study, 
provided exclusively by Stem in a 
full-time college atmosphere, is 
sometimes overlooked. This area 
of learning, is Torah education. 

In studying the issues and per­
haps problems raised regarding the 
extent of Torah study for women, 
students often begin with the 
gemara (K iddushin 29b) dealing 
with the exemption of mandatory, 
mtense Torah learning for women, 
folowed by Rashi's and Rarnbam's 
disagreement regarding Rabbi 
Eliezer' s usage of the derogative 
term "tijlut." The Prisha and Chida 
comment on this gemara as well 
explaining that Rabbi Eliezer'~ 
prohibition was not absolute. 

Students, however, often end 

their research on the issue with the 
Chofetz Chaim's famous letter of 
supoort and encouragement to Sara 
Schnirer for founding a yeshiva 
designed to teach Torah to masses 
of girls. He explains that there is a 
need to start and increase the num­
ber of Beth Jacob schools in order 
to combat "the stream of apos­
tasy." He assures that "All the 
doubts about the prohibition of 
teaching one's daughter Torah are 
baseless in our days because our 
generation is different from previ­
ous generations ... " 

Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzenski 
states similarly that such schools 
areneedednow,whereastheywere 
not needed before, due to an atn10-
sphere of lack of faith. 

The curriculum of the Beth 
Jacob schools which the gedolirn 
were advocating, consisted of 
Chumash, navi, and teachings 
from Pirkei Avot. Since that time, 
more courses have been offerred 
universally, Torah she'beal-peh, 
Talmud in. particular. Thus, it is 
necessary for students to be aware 
of the responsa literature that has 

appeared regarding further areas of 
Torah study for women in the post 
Chofetz-Chaim era. 

It is interesting to note that the 
Chofetz Chaim, Gerrer Rebbe, and 
Rav Chaim Ozer, all maintained 
that though Torah study must cer­
tainly be encouraged, it is needed 
specifically to counter the effects 
of secular education being offered 
on a broader scale to women in the 
late nineteenth century. Since the 
generations are weaker, the women 
must be more educated. 

In an interview with Rabbi Saul 

Berman, member of the faculty of 
the Judaic Studies department at 
sew, a survey of more recent 
souroes dealing with this issue was 
presented. 

From the Chofetz Chaim• s era 
through the 1970's, there was no 
intellectual breakthrough in 
women's Jewish education. In the 
mid '?O's, however Rav J.B. 
Soloveitchik introduced an ideo­
logical position not previously 
taken. He explained that women's 
Torah study in not optional, but 
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by Ellzaheth Bottermu 
It is a well known fact that col­

lege is the most important time in 
a person's life, because it helps 
defme a penon's goals and aspi­
rations. 

These fonnative years allow a 
penon to decide what she will 
achieve in her life, and what she 
can contribute to humanity. Most 
often, one's expectations of the 
''real world" change dramatically 
from freshman year to senior year. 

However, it is only during the 
post-graduate years that she can be 
truly objective and evaluate how 
college has affected her, as well as 
what she has gained. 

The type of girl 
who attewd Stem twenty 
years ago is different than 

the student of today. 

Many of us expect that the im-
. pact of Stem will be felt within us 
for the rest of our lives. We will 
always remember the challenging 
Judaic classes, and the-thought­
provoking secular classes. But, to 
really measure how much of an 
impact Stern will have on our fu­
ture lives, we must tum to others 
who have gone through the process 
and see what they gained from their 
time at Stern College. 

As is to be expected, Stern Col­
lege of yesterday is distinct from 
the college we auend today. 
"The type of girl who attended 
Stern twenty years ago is different 
than the students of today," com­
mented Rochelle Sperling 
Graubard, who graduated in '67 
with a degree in sociology. 

According to Graubard, when 
she attended Stem, the vast major­
ity of the students were from out 
of the New York area. Anyone 
from New York who was at Stem 
was stigmatiz.ed; the feeling was 
that anyone who had a thorough 
Jewish education throughout her 
elementary and high school years 
didn't have to continue her Jewish 
education during her college years. 
Usually, a religious woman simply 
attended Queens or Brooklyn Col­
lege to get a degree, Graubard ex­
plained. Hence, most of the sew 
students were 'out-of-towners' 
who had not gotten a comprehen­
sive Jewish education before their 
college years. "Nowadays," she 
maintained, "I see that more girls 
from the New York area are valu­
ing their Jewish education and are 
recognizing the need to go to Stem 
to continue their Jewish studies. I 
strongly believe that this height­
ened awareness is due to many of 
them studying fora year in lmllel" 

This truth is surely manifested 
today. Joanne Kipust, clus of '90, 
is one excellent example of the 
effect that btael bad on her choiee 
of institutions for hlgher Ieaming. 

She originally applied to SCW md 
California swe University, but 
after two years at Schltrfman 'a it 
was "clear that 11-iedto go to a 
colleae where I could continue my 
Jewish studies a1 well. Iarael 
show~ ~ lllat Judaiq Stlldiea 
weren't a p,iority for jail two 
years, filrJite." ; 

"I ~fllltlOll!e\\lbere that 
,-jJ<lOlltlnue learn-

. ' - time improve 
my and CClltllDUnicatlon 
skills. . W\11 the optimal solu-
tion fer me." 

Whenllked jf ahe felt that Stem 
fulfilled her p,econceived notions, 
Kipust responded that Stem Col­
lege surpassed all her expectations. 

"Academically, it was as fulfill­
ing as I thought it would 
be. What I didn't anticipate was the 
cultural aspect that Stem offered. 
It was a unique combination of 
religious and secular needs. Along 
with various c'lutgigot and shiurim 
that sew offered, we also had the 
availability of tickets to Broadway 
shows and papers that required a 
visit to the Met." 

Now that Kipust reminisces, 
she says, fully aware that hindsight 
is 20/20, she is sorry that she 
rushed through Stem in five short 
semesters. "Stem just has such a 
special, warm feeling. You only 
have a limited time in that environ­
ment It should be cherished." 

Anodler dramatic change af­
fecting Stern is the increase in the 
number of courses, and types of 
courses offered. According to 
Sheila Stein Bailey, class of '67, a 
political science/ history major, 
whose company runs Jewish com­
munity events and organizational 
projects, students at Stem should 
never take for granted the number 
of choices they have. 

AIIOll,u dnuludic change 
~S,-,.,,IIIM 
i-ill /ljl,,,,,,.,. of 

COlll'UI 0111/'tgn of 
counei otfend. 

Another graduate of '67, Leah 
LaiJnan, an English major supports 
Bailey's view. Laiman, who moat 
recendy was the head writer for 
"Days of Our Lives", says that 
there was no English Communica­
tion major when ahe was at Siem. 

Because of this, she did not 
have the opportunky to fully ex­
plore the communications field. 
Instead, she had to go out on her 
own, and leam as much as she 
could while still in Stem. 

This meant laking advantage of 
the ~ centers of New Yark, 
and Lalman spent many of her 
days 111d nighll tryiq to absorb 
as much as pouible. Laimln con­
tend& dllt if she hid bad the op­
portuniliel that now exist at Stem. 
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Edvvard Siegal 
On Israeli Claims 
by Adeeva Laya Graubard 

The question of Israel's legiti­
mate claim to the area of Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza is one that is of 
great importance nowadays, espe­
cially with the United States' gov­
ernment continuously pressing Is­
rael to sign a peace treaty with her 
Arab neighbors. 

On Wednesday night, May 8, 
40 sew and YC students gained 
new insights into this highly con­
troversial issue, courtesy of Ed­
ward Siegel, Esq., an active mem­
ber of the Zionist Organization of 
America and their representative to 
the Jewish Committee Relations 
Council of New York. 

Israel, began Siegel, now faces 
"tremendous ignorance" in the 
political world. Secretary of State 
James Bai<er traveled to Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia to initiate peace talks 
between Israel and the Arabs; he 

• returned unsuccessful. 
Instead of faulting Iraq and Saudi 

Arabia for their unresponsiveness to 
the issue, he attacked Israel, for no 
apparent reason. Additionally, 
Baker nixed a meeting between 
Ariel Sharon and Sen. Jack Kemp, 
an avid supporter of Israel. 

Also confronting Israel, contin­
ued Siegel, are nine falsehoods, all 
of which refer to the "occupation" 
of lands within the land of Israel. 
These lies are: Israel occupies 
I 00% of Palestine; the Palestinians 
don't have a homeland; Israel has 
no legitimate claim to Judea, 
Samaria or Gaza; Israel must re­
turn Judea, Samaria and Gaza; Is­
rael can only keep "Israel proper," 
Israel as it existed between 1948-
67; Israel seized their territories in 
an offensive war; Israel is violat-

ing United Nation ra,;olutions 242 
and 338; Israel must trade land for 
peace and Israel's occupation of 
Judea, Samaria and Gaza is simi­
larto Iraq's occupation of Kuwait. 

The refutations of these state­
ments can be made based upon a 
careful analysis of history. Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza, as opposed to 
Kuwait, have never been recognized 
by the UN as sovereign states. 

Additionally, "the claims of the 
Jews [in the Middle East] go back 
3,000 years ... back to Abraham, 
Moses and Joshua. Throughout the 
ages, Jews have always lived in 
Palestine." 

In fact, before 1890 the Jews 
were the absolute majority in 
Jerusalem. In the late 1800's the 
Jews were the ones who drained 
the marshes and made it easier to 
settle in Palestine. Ironically, be­
cause the Jews bettered their land, 
more Arabs emigrated to Palestine. 

On November 2, 1917. with the 
issuance of the Balfour Declaration, 
the Jewish people were given "a 
national home." The establishment 
of a Jewish national home was fa­
cilitated by the British Mandate, 
which was instituted in 1920 as pan 
of the Treaty of San Raimon. 

Under the Mandate, the bound­
aries of Palestine extended to Sinai 
in the south, Lebanon in the north, 
the Mediterranean Sea to the west 
and Mesopotamia, modem day 
Iraq, in the east. In essence, Pales­
tine of the British Mandate encom­
passes present day Israel, Jordan 
and the Sinai desen. 

The Mandate, Siegel stressed, 
gives the Jews "a greater claim to 
Judea, Samaria and Gaza than any 
other people." In Anicle III, it calls 

for, as also seen in the Balfour 
Declaration, "the establishment of 
a national home for the Jewish 
people ... nothing should be done 
which might prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non­
Jews in Palestine or the rights and 
political status enjoyed by Jews in 
other countries." This documenta­
tion also gives "recognition [to] the 
historical connection of the Jew­
ish people with Palestine and to the 
grounds for reconstituting their 
national home in that country." 
Unlike other mandates, the Jews 
weren't given new rights; their 
rights were being returned to them 
after 1800 years of exile. 

Also cited in the Mandate is the 
encouragement "with the coopera­
tion of the Jewish Agency close 
settlement by Jews on the land, 
including state lands and waste 
lands not required for state pur­
poses." This international law, 
which is still applicable, according 
to Siegel, is a definite justification 
of the settlement of Jews in Judea, 
Samaria and Gaza. 

So why isn't Jordan pan of Is­
rael today? That, answered Siegel, 
is a result of a "business" obligation 
of the British. Prince Farssal 
Hashanite became king of Iraq, as a 
reward for his services to the Brit­
ish government. He also requested 
a kingdom for his brother Abdullah. 

In order to make this possible, 
the British amended the British 
Mandate and suspended many of 
the Jews' political and "national 
home rights" in the territory lying 
between the Jordan River and the 
eastern boundary of Palestine. 
Nineteen of the twenty articles of 

Continued on pg. 11, col. 3 
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Uzi Weingarten: 
Making Aliyah 
Successfully 

By Mindy Spear 
Developing potential. Improv­

ing relationships. Clarifying goals. 
Does Yorn Kippur come to mind? 
For Uzi Weingarten, these words 
apply daily, in the various aspects 
of his life. 

An alumnus of Yeshiva College, 
a musmach of RIETS and a gradu­
ate of Azrielli, Uzi Weingarten re­
sides in Israel, where he runs a self­
actualization workshop, teaches a 
Y ehadut class, and works as an in­
dependent financial consultant. 

During a very positive post­
high school year in Israel, 
Weingarten decided he wanted to 
live there, where he would teach 
Jewish studies. "Instead," he says, 
"I found myself getting involved 
in a very different field which is 
financial planning and my desire 
to help people, Jewishly and oth­
erwise, found other channels, the 
workshop and teaching Y ehadut in 
a very different setting than I had 
initially imagined." 

In a six-session workshop called 
"Thinking for Success", which he 
has created and led, Weingarten 
encourages the participants to com­
municate effectively and actualize 
their potential for what he calls "per­
sonal and professional growth." He 

--claims that although there are many 
self-growth workshops, two factors 
mai<e his unique: Firstly, "mine 
didn't tear people down in order to 
build them up. I believe people can 
gain without the pain." Secondly, 
whereas many workshops derive 
"their inspiration from Zen and far 
eastern thought, there's so much in 
Y ehadut...and I brought in Jewish 
content." According to Weinganen, 
although "people in Israel are sus­
picious you want to mai<e them re­
ligious, even the non-observant 
liked the use of Jewish sources, as 
they were used creatively." He says 
he "used Jewish sources to show 
how to resolve personal problems 
through effective communication 
and human potential." 

Weingarten's utilization of 
Tanakh and other Jewish sources 
in this manner does not stop with 
his workshop, but actually consti­
tutes the basis of his university­
level Yehadut class. Because the 
level of religious observanc~ of his 

~ 
students ranges from "women who 
covered their hair to borderline 
atheists," Weinganen emphasizes 
what he considers "those _values 
that are the foundations of Judaism 
and that all Jews can identify with 
- ethics, integrity, loving one an­
other, belief in one G-d .... " Like 
the workshop participants, 
Weingarten claims, his non-obser­
vant students respond well to the 
Jewish sources he presents. He 
maintains that "people are inter­
ested in what Tanakh has to say if 
it won't attempt to push them to 
observe the specifics of halakha." 

Considering his experience in 
living and working in Israel, his 
having attended Yeshiva Univer­
sity, and his involvement in goal 
clarification and human potential, 
the OBSERVER decided to ask 
him for practical advice for stu­
dents considering moving to Israel. 
Weingarten compared moving to 
Israel to marriage: "If you don't 
love Israel, you don't go, but there 
has to be an element of reality. 
You need food and a place to live. 
Ifone goes only with idealism, it'll 
shatter against the rocks of reality." 
He adds, "the only way to main­
tain a romanticized version of Is­
rael is not to go on Aliya." 

Weingarten observes that the 
two main problems most Olim en­
counter are the culture shock, es­
pecially for religiously observant 
Jews, and the economic disadvan­
tage of living in a small, 
economically unstable country. 
He advocates pre-Aliya planning, 
including writing letters inquiring 
about job offers. and mai<ing 
a pilot trip of one to three months 
to secure a job and a place to live. 
Some say, 'Jump in and swim,' but 
I don't agree with that. Give your­
self time." Once there, however, 
Weingarten' s emphasis is on flex­
ibility. "When I wasn't flexible," 
he recalls, "I wasn't working. If 
what you plan doesn't work out, 
there has to be an openness to do 
other things. Explore the abilities 
you never knew you had." Al­
though he spends most of the year 
in Israel, Weingarten plans to ex­
pand his workshop to the United 
States as well. He is willing to 
offer special rates for students. 



Election Results 
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Lastly, Schlussel wanted to state 
that she was pleased with _the other 
members of the Student Council 
who were voted in, and feels that she 
can work, ':"ell"~!!!~ 

USflM,.,.,-
Newly-eLected vice president, 

Lisa Mayer, whose job it will be 
to arrange the calendar of events 
for the various clubs_ and 
committes at sew, also said she 
would like to see an end to student 
apathy .. Through her position, 
Mayer stated, she will make sure 
events that interest the student 
body are constantly occurring. 

Mayer also revealed !hat she 
would like to see sew· s clubs and 
committees work more success~ 
fully with their YC counterparts. 

ideas and suggestions." 
Michelle Lerman, recording sec. 

retary for the 199 I· I 992 school year 
and whose job it will be to take min· 
utes at the bi.weekly Council meet. 
ings, commented as well on student 
apathy. Lerman feels it was "sad" 
that she ran unopposed. She re. 
vealed that the deadline to hand in 
petitions to run for Student Council 
had to be extended so more people 
could be persuaded to run. 

Lerman said that she "hopes the 
board will be able to generate in­
terest among sew students, so that 
next year this will not happen 
again." On a brighter note, she 
hopes that by working with TAC 
and the class boards, the new Stu· 
dent Council wilt make a great year 

OjiraKatz 

for the student body. 
Cbani Penstein, newly·electoo 

Student Council treasurer, com· 
mented on the goals she has set for 
herself in her new position. 
Penstein stated that she wants to 
make a "well·balanced budget that 

Explained Mayer, "Students are 
always complaining th!tt we don't 
have enough events with the up-­
town campus. The way to solve 
this problem is by working to· 
gether with YC to make more 
events possible." 

___ will be.able to further people's in· 
volvement in SCW's clubs and 
societies." She feels that money 
should be channeled property to 
help increase student involvement 
in sew activities. 

OfiraKatz,asnewly-electedcor· 
responding secretary, has a lesser· 
defined job than those student lead· 
ers in the other positions. Katz as· 
serted that she does not want her job 
to be limited to merely posting signs 
arowtd the school about upcoming 
Student Council events. 

''The secretary's job is what she 
makes it out to be," Katz explained. 
She said she "wants to give her 
input to the Student Council and 
both hopes and expects that stu· 
dents will come to her with their 

With lofty goals and much en· 

thusiasm, the new sew Student 
Council is hoping to make next 
year a memorable and eventful 
one. Congratulations and good 
luck to the new Student Council 
and to all the newly-elected coun· 
cil and board members. 
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Siegel Spealts 
Contin,udfrom pg. 10 col J 
the Mandate still applied to the area 
. Only in 1946, through "British 
deception" did eastern Palestine 
become an officially recognized 
country: Jordan. After the creation 
of the new country, Palestine only 
encompassed 22% of the original 
mandated Palestine. 

But what about the partition plan 
passed on November 29, l947?The 
partition plan, explained Siegel, is 
a product of the UN's General As· 
sembly; the General Assembly can 
only recommend a law, never enact 
one. Since several Arab nations at· 
tacked Israel before the partition 
went into effect, the British Mandate 
is sMI the law that governs Israel's 
existence. 

One of the main factors in a 
proposed peace plan in the Middle 

East today is UN Resolution 242, 
the only pro-Israel resolution in the 
UN. The resolution, which was 
passed in 1967 dictates one, "a 
withdrawal of Israel armed forces 
from areas occupied in the recent 
conflicts," which is conditional on 
two, "a termination of all states of 
belligerency and their right to live 
within a secure boundary ... free 
from threats and acts of force." 

In actuality, contends Siegel, 
Israel has complied with the reso· 
lotion, even though it was not re· 
quired of them to do so. Israel has 
never been completely free ofter­
rorist attacks; yet they have re· 
turned the Sinai desert, 93% of the 
"territories occupied in the recent 
conflicts." Based on the conditions 
of Resolution 242 and the recent 
actions of Israel, Israel has every 

right to consider Judea, Samaria 
and Gaza~ land. 

"I thought lbat he was a very 
interesting speaker," commented 
sew freshman Chanie Piero. 
"What was important was that he 
gave us facts, and not opinions, so 
that we can substantiate our opin­
ions regarding Israel." 

Alyssa Herman, a sew junior 
and organiz.er of the event COD· 
curred and said that she "finds that 
even though people really love Is· 
rael, they can't defend Israel's ac· 
tions. Subsequently, they might 
cause greater harm than good. Mr. 
Siegel had a lot of light to shed on 
this confusing issue; he helped 
clarify the matter so that we can 
now spread the message that Judea, 
Samaria and 087.ll legally belong 
to Israel." 

Poetry Presentations 
Contin,udfrom pg. 5 col. 1 
poem by his daughter. 

Steams' topic was comm uni ca· 
tion. She said that there are three 
"L's" basic to communication; 
love, loss, and loneliness. She 
claims that "Communication is to 
express your love so you don't lose 
it and become lonely." 

In her conclusion to the pro· 
gram Schram added one more "L" 
to the basic reasons for cornmuni· 
cation: legacies. 

All of the performers showed 
signs of nervousness which many 
members of the mostly student 

audience were relieved to see. As 
one student put it, "It's nice to see 
they're human and that it's okay 
to be nervous." 

Judging from the audience's 
reaction, all of the performers did 
a commendable job. In choosing 
pieces that they were enthusiastic 
about, the performers were able to 
convey their excitement through 
their interpretation and thereby 
keep the audience interested. There 
were plenty of laughs at the funny 
moments and all·attentive eyes 
during the somber portions. 

Afterward refreshments were 

served and the performers mingled 
wiih the audieoc:e. 

LauraOcadimer, a junior a1 sew, 
found the·-. "an IIIIIISU8I, enter• 
taining. rewarding experience." 

BrigilteSaffran,anSCW sopbo-­
more,nofedlbat, "inthemid&tof all 
the pl1ll8Ute and Wildt ihi$ - a 
greatdlancetositdownandrelax." 

When asked how he felt about 
his perfonnance Kelly answered, 
"It was a grand ot' limi,. lt brought 
back my old feelings from school 
at NorthWe,tem." 

Schram expressed her desire to 
make this an annual event. 

A vvards Ceremony 
Continued from pg. 1 col. 5 
Bacon predicted that Stern College 
women will influence their fami· 
lies and communities. Through 
their actions they will send a mes· 
sage of the importance of Torah 
learning and Torah values. 

The concept of an awards cer· 
emony was proposed and unani· 
mously supported at a faculty 
meeting. Dean Bacon explained 
the need for such a program was 
felt because "over the past few 
years the senior dinner has become 
increasingly a social event with 
less and less emphasis on the ac&· 

demic aspects of the graduation 
experience." 

"Since the faculty feels it is im· 
portant to give recognition to dime 
students who have distinguished 
themselves academically, and to the 
faculty meml!m who have been 
d.-1 as the senior class professors, 
theAwmdsAssemblywasiniliad." 

Dr. Joelma Bacon added lllat ii 
is important for the s,;bool and the 
student body to higbligbt academic 
achiev- and activities. 

Feedback from the studenls, 
both seniors and non·graduates, 
was very positive. ''It was a very 

intimate cemnony," one senior 
said. "Studems were awarded and 
recognized in a quiet, yet mean· 
ingful way that was just rigbl." 

"It was nice lbat the faculty 
memben-preaent, "saidgradu-­
atingsenior.~Levme. "Af. 
ter all, it is the members of the fac. 
u11y that are honoring you, so it 
seems appropriate lbat they are 
~whenyoun=ceivetheawanl 
they have clom you for." 

Rivky Shuchalowitz. a junior, 
said" The~ answered a 
need for recognition that these 
girls so gmitly deserved." 
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Women's Torah Study 
C""""'"'1 froa Ill• 9 coL J the chain of the mesorah by con- manifold, Though many women 
ralher obligatory, for though she tinuingtolearnTorah-thewritten may find they gain the greatest 
does not fulfill the mitzvti of and oral law. identification and closeness with 
wshinanlom /n'OMcha, she is re- The woman, in particular, he Hashem through· Torah 
quired to fulftll the mitzva of comments, who serves as the edu- she'bichrav, those who.feel moti­
ahavat HDShem included in learn- cator of the coming aeneration, vated to pursue other areas ofTo­
ing as welt Yediat HaBoreh, ac- needs something to transmit "To- rahstudy,shouldnotbeprevcnted 
cording to the Rambam, he ex- rah education for women must be from doing so, 
plained can only come about strengthened, both quantitatively RabbiMosheKahn,memberof 
through Torah learning. Why and qualitatively, including the Stem's faculty for Jewish Studies, 
should women be exempt from teaching of all aspects of Torah." wrote in an article on "Jewish F.du­
identifying with their Creator? These include the study af Torah cation for Women" (see TEN 

The Rav, unlike his predeces- She'b'eal Peh with greater inten- DA'AT,Sivan5749,pp,9-ll),that 
sors, did not explain the need for sity and depth. With regard to Tai- though there are many books avail­
women learning Torah based on a mud, Rav Lichtenstein argues, able today which present practical 
change in reality, but rather as a "When one speaks about the abil- halochot, they do not provide a re­
functional commandment. This ity to study a page of Talmud, to warding learning experience, "At 
position served as an encourage- understand it and enjot it, I see no the very least," he explains, "it is 
ment for the development of the reason to deny these teachings to quiteclearthatonecannotcompre-
Beit Medrash program in Stem. women." hendthehalachicsystemandappre-

Rabbi Mordechai Tendler has In deciding what to learn, ex- ciate its centrality in Torah without 
written that his grandfather, Rav plained Rabbi Berman, everyone studying Talmud," 
Moshe Feinstein, never discouraged has to see where they gain the most While women pursue careers 
women from learning Torah- ahavat Hashem, yirat Hashem, or in secular fields, they should also 
shebeal-peh, particularly through which area ofTorah study be pursuing an increased Jewish 
mishnayot. one is able to transform herself into education. "Rather than being 

In I 983, Rav Menachem a link of the chain. Learning has to viewed as a threat, women's learn­
Mendel Schneerson, the be intertwined with what Rav ing should be seen as the fulfill­
Lubavitcher Rebbe, publicly an- Lichtenstein calls, "cognitive ment of honest need and a quest 
nounced his suppon for women awareness of Torah and to meet modem challenges by 

Morasha Kollelet 
learning gemara. He argued simi- halacha .. personal ethics and faith!' enhanced spiritual growth and by Lori Turkel 
larly to the Rav, yet, maintained Today, he explained, due to an knowledge!' Picture it: sitting in the shade of 
that the mitzva fulfilled by women enormous evolution and revolution Every person must learn how a tree on a warm summer day and 
when studying Torah is not aha vat in Torah learning for women over to balance her learning properly, learning Torah with a few friends. 
Hashem, butyiratHashem. thepastfifteenyears,thereisnota If it becomes unbalanced, then No,Mashiachhasn'tcomeyet This 

Rav Aharon Lichtenstein, Rosh corner of the world where higher one's learning may be desbUCtive. summer marl<s the second year of 
Yeshiva of Yehivat Har Etzion, education for women does not ex- "En am HaAretz ChDSid" • if one the Camp Morasha "Kollelet", a 
joined in a similar approach as ist. There is a general movement does not attempt to enrich Torah, program initiated by Rabbi 
well. He, however, explained that in the Orthodox world to improve resolved Rabbi Berman, then one Warhaftig, the camp's direclCI'. 

-----~1ne~~~1ouiidati===on=i~o=r~a~w=o=m=an=••~s=re~--~1o=rafi=~1earrun==g~,=ana=w=o=m=en~sn=ou=1~a~=cann==o~1tbe~a~c"'has~alaiio - - "Ki6bi Waibaftig suggested 
quirement in all Torah learning is be pan of this as well. Yirat Hashem," he added, "are not that the Machon year - the slaff. 
found in the Ramban's first addi- Sincethereisanincreasedlevel only acquired after achieving a in-trainingprogram-beenbanced 
lion to the Rambam 's mitzvat lo- of inquiry in general studies for sense of learning. If you learn by a more intense experience for 
ta' a.seh - nor. to forget maamad Har women, women's competence in more, then you love and fear God those wanting to spend mon: hours 
Sinai. One makes oneself a link in Torah learning should increase with an even greater intenSity." learning during the SUJIIIDel'," ex-

plained Freshman Shana Feiner, 
one of the two participanlS in last 
year's Kollelet 

In an effort to make the Kollelet 
experience a meaningful and cbal­
lenging one. thetwogidsapalleach 
morning studying soun:c marerials 
on various halachic topics that had 
been prepared especially for them 
by a staff member, Rabbi Henchel 
Billet. These sources ranpd frpm 
Talmudic texts to those of contem· 
porary poskim. lbey would then 
join their counterparts in Machon 
for general shiurim. 

Later in the afternoon Rabbi Bil­
let would help the gids tic together 
the souree materials they had pre­
paredduring the day. assisting them 
in synthesizing the texts and draw­
ing conclusions about them. 

According to Feinet, "the learn­
ing was made extremely enjoyable 

via the relaxed camp setting and 
the challenging meniors." 

This summer, the program will 
be expanded to include at least seven 
gids. ft will be kept small so that 
there will be a friendly and close­
knit atmosphere surrounding the 
program, and so that evayone can 
receive personal attention. The 
chavnita style of learning will be 
conlinued this summer, with Feiner 
preaidiog as a supe,vu and men­
tor for the girls, helping them get 
past the hurdles she encountered in 
bee learning last summer. 

In addition, it is hoped that the 
Kollelet girls will become an inte­
gral pan of the camp. Feiner stated 
that "we. want the program to 
project a positive influence on ev­
eryone else in the camp and en­
courage them to pursue extra learn­
ing of their own." 

Rabbi Billet will once again be 
in charge of the program. and will 
encourage other teaching-staff 
members to participate as well. 
Feiner also views the Kollelet as 
another example of the increasing 
interest among women in Torah 
learning, and is happy that this 
trend has become prevalent among 
this particular age group. 

"This is the first time that girls 
of this age are receiving the oppor­
tunity to pursue 'higher learning' 
on their own beyond the four walls 
of the classroom," she stated. 

SIVUM 
Condn'"'1fro• pg. l col 4 
she missed the presence of a fac­
ulty member to aid students who 
needed help understanding the bib­
lical commentaries, 

The siyum, like the chavruta 
program itself, was student orga­
nized and run. Sharon Fildw:r, one 
ofTAC's vice presidents, acted as 
M.C. for the evening. 

Throughout the coune of the 
meal, students delivered divrei 
Torah on each of the five books of 
the Torah: Ditza Schwartz on 

B'reishit, Chayala Weissman and 
Elli Kagan on Sh'mot, Yael Teitz 
on Vayikra, Shani Feiner on 
Bamidbar and Joy Weinstein on 
Devarim. 

Following the meal, the pwtici­
pants sat around their tables and 
sang. 

Commenting on the the con­
cept behind the Chavruta Move­
ment and siyum, Feiner assened 
that "in a time of crisis, the Jews 
tum to Torah and G-d for means 
of suppon." 
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Behind The Scenes-Stern Students Uphold YUS81t 
by Deborah Aharon responsible for the content and or-

From behind the scenes, g'?llzation of the school program­
women on the Stem College~- '?mg. This includes the prepara­
pus managed to leave a recogmz- tion of afternoon informal activi­
able impact~ YUSSR. Yeshiva ties, nightly seminars, as well as 
and Univers~ty Studen!" for the Shabbat and Sunday communal 
Spritual Revival of ~Vlei Jewry, programs_ The programs have to 
is presently under the general di- besuitablefordifferentagegroups 
rection of Kevin Taragin, the in Tallinn including the adult rep­
program's chairman. The program resentation. 
is designed to send s~ts from Yae!Nusbaum,anSCWsopho­
the Urnted States to Tall!"", Esto- more, has been working on the 
niainordertoeducalechildrenand school curriculum while Nomi 
adults in the areas of Jewish his- Dworken, Sara Fruchter also 
tory, culture, philosophy, and He- sophomores, and Sharon Beres, a 
brew language and encourage their junior, have been womng together 
enthusiasm for Jewish belief. and individually on Sunday pro-

sew students rook and active gramming. Sunday programmers 
role in YUSSR's development have to consider the fact that the 
from its inception. Whlle SCW whole family panicipates in the 
womenbaveootyettravelledtothe Sunday events and therefore the 
Soviet Union to carry out the programs tend to emphasize 
YUSSR mission they have been Judaism's view of the~ 
actively involved in ensuring that They also include topics such as 
programs were available for those Jewish holidays, history and Israeli 
who went. geography all presented in an ex-

Involvement of the SCW citingfashion,forexample,viaart, 
women has been consistent in bolh music and videos. Dwoden feels 
the administrativ,o and the pro- gratification in teaching the popu­
gramming branches. lation of Tallinn that traditional 

On the administrative branch, Judaismisaliveandthatthey,too, 
sew alumnae, Leslie Hemly and can be a part of it 
Rachel Mohl, have been very ac- Also on the programming 
rive in the acquisition of educa- branch is Yael Zeiger who bas 
tional materials.They have also been responsible for night pro­
involved themselves in other tech- gramming. A recent sew gradu­
nical duties. Hernly, who worked ate, she has waded diligently in 
in a camp in Tallinn in the sum- collecting and helping others to 
mer of '90, is also responsible for write programs.that would be ben­
t he after school camp program- eficial to the Soviet participants. 
ming. Woding alongside on ad- Since the night programming is 
ministration are Mordecai Lent and specifically for adults, the issues 
Richie Brom. that can be touched are much more 

On the programming branch, broad and complex. Hence, in ad­
Ayelet Novetsky, an sew Junior, dition to topics previously men­
oversees the collection· of, and is tinned, programs include Practical 

Judaism and issues on the Land of 
Israel. Zeiger's goal is to prepare 
programs that teach the Jewish 
heritage as a people that.is very 
much alive today and not merely 
as an ancient people. 

Leah Brueckheimer, an sew 
senior was very involved in night 
programming. "If you wish to help 
write a session, you should ap­
proach one of the organizers be­
cause the help is really appreci­
ated," articulated Brueckheimer. 
"'The program came to near col­
lapse because people eagerly and 
well meaningly came to help but 
unfortunately did not follow 
though." 

Other women who were in­
volved in programming include 
Elana Simon, Sbeny Cooper, Rikki 
Lieber, Judy Blum, L.B. Kagan, 
Malki Russ, Chaviva Levine, 
Debby Aharon and Rachel Mohl. 

A very important pan of the 
programming is the an wod nec­
essary to present many if not most 
of the sessions. Under the direction 
of Judy Dick, A viva Portal, and 
seniors, Simma Krames, Tammy 
Wolfset, Laura Camille, Ruthie 
Portal, Rivka Krantzman and sew 
juniors have put much effort into 
ensuring the completeness of each 
program by creatively designing 
posters, back-<lrops and props. 

"The sincerity and dedication 
shown by the active participants 
and the leaders who put so much 
time into it, really expresses their 
love for Torah and Kial Yisrael," 
enthused 2.eiger. 

Beginning this summer, sew 
women will be able to participate 
in the teaching aspect of YUSSR 
as over 40 students will travel to 

SCWSC Inauguration Ceremony 
Contin,mlfrom pg. 5 coL 3 
thanked each of their respective 
presidents. 

Weissman received a plaque 
and The Book of Our Heritage bv 
Eliyahu Kitov, Jona received a 
plaque and Horowitz received a 
plaque as well as roses. 

Horowitz related to the audi­
ence her philosophy concerning 
Stem· s student body. Each elected 
official represents the voters, who 
were elected to pump life into the 
school - therefore they are consid­
ered the heart of the institution. The 

executive board energizes the bean 
and maintains lifecoarsing through 
the veins of sew. 

The students represent the soul, 
Horowitz explained; they must 
take advantage of the many 
oppurtunities that the executive 
board opens to them. The heart and 
the soul must work together to 
build an ideal school. 

Horowitz closed the ceremony 
by handing over to Susan 
Schlussel, next year's Student 
Council president, the official 
gavel of Student Council as well 

as the infamous "approved by Stu­
dent Council" stamp pad. 

Schlussel expressed her hope 
that next year she and the students 
of sew will be able to work to­
gether as a team. 

The outgoing president of 
sewsc claimed that the turnout 
of this year's ceremony was much 
higher than the previous years'. 
This rise in attendance is partly at­
tributed to the personal invitations 
sent out to every student and to the 
increased interest and involvement 
on the pan of the student body. 

Perspective of Stern 
Continued from pg. 9 col. 3 
important priority for the most of 
the student body is socializing, 
which generally pairs Stern 
women with their male counter­
parts at Yeshiva College. 

The link that unites the two 
groups. the shuttle, a van service dis­
gorging men and women onto each 
other's campuses by the hour, trans­
ports women to the library to study 
and to speeches and 
forums on the uptown campus, and 
shuttles the men to the midtown cam­
pus to meet friends and dates. Tile 
intellectual and recreational activi­
ties such as shiurim and ski trips 
enable the students to socialize in a 

somewhat relaxed a1mosphere. 
Many Stem women hope mcul­

minate their college careers with a 
diploma in their bands and a dia­
mond on their fingers. Students as­
pire to raise a family and manage a 
home while having a career adapted 
to suit the rigors of family life. Prag­
matic careers such as occupational 
and physical therapy. social wod 
and education are popular chmces, 
incorporating the ideals of 
benefitting society and self-fulfill­
ment into a busy family life. 

The library at Stem encapsu­
lates the ideology and goals of 
Stem students. Inside, students 
pore over ancient Biblical and Tai-

mudic texts, bringing alive a Jew­
ish heritage which has existed for 
three thousand years. As they 
study, they face the large windows 
that overlook a busy New York 
street corner, representing the vast 
world from which they have been 
sheltered for most of their lives. 

Stem has provided them with 
intellectual skills in both Jewish 
and general studies as well as ways 
of coping with life's challenges. 
from the safe haven of the Jewish 
studies library they will venture 
forth onto Lexington Avenue and 
will use the tools they have ac­
quired to build an imJll"?ved soci­
ety for the next generanon. 

Tallinn and several other locations 
in the Soviet Union to run educa­
tional summer camps. 

From the srart the dim:tors con­
sidered having women teaachers 
go to Tallinn, but now the concep­
tion is finally being brought to re­
ality. "It is important for the stu­
dents to have female role models," 
remarked Taragin. 

Chairing the financial branch is 
Jonathan Koschitsky. In order to 
sustain the trip, support from 
sources oulllide the student body is 
necessary_. Fund-raising was car­
ried out mainly in the tri-state area 
and Toronto, Canada. In fact the 
fint major contributor came from 
Toronto. 

The fact that this program is YU 
endorsed is significant in that YU 
has a perspective different from 
previous existing forms of Klruv 
and education in the Soviet Union. 
YU students are also familiar with 
the happening,l ofthe secular world 
and can therefore relate to the 
people differenlly than can the 
Lubavitch for instance who's ap­
proach attracts a different group of 
people. "There are Lubavitch in 
many cities in the Soviet Union but 
not everyone responds well lo that 
approach," noted Novetsky. 
"There are also those who would 
appreciate an approach that com­
bines knowledge and learning in 
the world with Torah values." 

Since there existed no branch of 
Lubavitch in Tallinn, there was a 
need for a Jewish influence. 
Tallinn was chosen not only be­
cause of this need but because the 
preceding summer a camp was run 
by a group of dedicated students 
who were able to set up a func-

tional opera!iom base l'rolllwliil::b 
to work. Since m110Y people in die 
Tallinn communlry - already 
involved in die camp, it-~ 
easier to suggest hl.:otjiUiiillne a 
Jewish educalioo into die anady 
existingachool plOllllffl.Oacl,lhe 
connections were made, !lie ar­
rangemenl8 could be made ll'IIICh 
more hastily and elfecll.vely. 

Another factor was lbe city's 
good location in relation to ii• 
proximity to the Weal Tallinn is 
just across the bay from Heilinki. 

The mollvation for YIJSSR. Y c­
shivaand Univenity Siudealabtile 
Spiritual Revival of Sovld .1eM, 
originaled l'Rlln ol:llcrvlliolll Dilllle 
by HIiiei ~llllatriphelllOk 
to !he Sovlllt Unlllll in die -
of l~SO. Ailerconaideting tile 
oppollllllitlesa'lllilalJleilllheSoviet 
Unionforeduclllillglewiaheldmls, 
Novet&lty~p!llll:lbl~ 
with bodl family llldrrlends lllllil 1111 
actual strategy w1111 CClMlrilCtCd. 
Since Novelliky figured 1h11 Soviet 
emigres could be DlOllt effeclively 
educated in Ruuia, befcn lbeis' ar­
rival in lsrad, his flliber ~ 
that he srart a school. While tile idea 
seemed outlandi8h, ~ 1-1 
that, "once ihey anive in lsrad, lbole 
is less of an OIJIIOl1Ullity became of 
lack of time and motivalion.-They 
are put into an~ secular society, 
why would ihey want IO learn alMllll 
being Jewishr 

In the Soviet Union, however, 
Novetsky noticed that !here iii a 
thirst for learning aboot that which 
they have none or little previous 
knowledge. After establishing car 
tacts in Tallinn, Novetsky and 
some friends began to form the 
foundation of the program. 

Alumnae 
Views 

Continued from pg. 9 col S 
she might now have a stronger 
background in her field. 

Because of a lack of opportwti­
ties, many students' talents went 
undeveloped, according to Bailey, 
who admits that she herself had 
considered law school, but because 
of a lack of career guidance and 
general support at Stem, she de­
cided against it. 

In reflecting on the education 
they received at Stem, most alum­
nae felt that it was "adequate." 
Graubard, who also served as edi­
tor-in-chief of The OBSERVER, 
compares the education she re­
ceived to the education of today. 

"We lived in a different life­
time," she explained. "Our educa­
tion wasn't inferior vis-a-vis the 
times. All one needed in order to 
find a job was a BA in her specific 
ares of study." Laiman be­
lieves that any college education, 
whether it be at Barnard, NYU or 
Stem, can never truly prepare a 
student for the outside world. She 

feels that students muat Im the 
initiative during college 1111d wort 
outside of school, to pm iftlialll 
and education about living in the 
world. 

The most importanl ingl9llieal 
that Bailey received from SlrmW811 
a sense of responsibility to lheam­
munity. She says that &he leaned 
lhisfrom theabnolphereof OOlmlll­
nity at Stem, a microoolm of the 
Jewish community at lalge. 

Many alumnae ap,:e lbatStem 
has had a major impact on 111eir 
lives. It has directed them in bolb 
their personal and profesaiooal 
lives. Stem continues IO play a aig­
nificant pan in !heir,_, sioc:e 
many oflheirdaughten are lllUdy­
ing at Stem. 

Looking back at the lives of just 
some of the alumnae. it iii evidem 
that Stem hllll progmaed in ways 
thatwefflneverimapled.Slem 
continues to ll1)W physically, in­
tellectually and splrililally eai:11 
year, and Stem alumme eeem to 
follow !his growili wilb pride. 
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Rav Moshe Weinberger with 
Chassidic Thoughts on Lag BaOmer 

by Shani Feiner 
It is not every day that a man 

with a streime/ and bekeshe walks 
into Stern College to deliver a 
shiur, quoting Rav Hutner, Rav 
Nachman of Breslov and 
Hawthorne. 

more. the man was rushing. at­
tempting to reduce the amount of 
time, a physical entity, in order to 
rid himself of the confines of this 
world. 

For this reason as well, the man 
that was sent in Rav 

RabbiM. Willig 

Two weeks ago, however, on 
the night of Erev Lag BaOmer, 
Rabbi Moshe Weinberger deliv­
ered a pre-Lag BaOmer lecture in 
full garb to a packed audience. 

to be clarified as well. Rabbi 
Weinberger related the story of 
Rav Shimon bar Y ochai 's escape 
to the cave with his son, Rabbi 
Eliezer. Following twelve years of 
isolation and intense Torah learn­
ing, Rabbi Shimon and Rabbi 
Eliezer retreated from the cave 
with a critical outlook on the ma­
terialistic world. Hashem therefore 
sent them back into the cave for an 
additional twelve months. 

Shimon' s direction was an old man 
- one who was living in a state of 
confusion, in between two worlds, 
this and the next. 

Rabbi MordechaiWillig Rabbi Moshe Weinberger, prin­
cipal of Ezra Academy in Queens, 
lecturer at the Jewish Renaissance 
Center and author of various kiruv 

After another year, Rav Shimon 
wished to destroy the world until 
he saw an old man rushing Friday 
afternoon, bein hashmashot with 
two hadassim in his hands, one as 
a symbol of zachor - the positive 
fulfillment of Shabbat, and the 
other to represent shamor - the 
negative commandments associ­
ated with Shabbat. What was the 
significance of this scene that al­
tered Rav Shimon bar Y ochai 's 
view of the entire world?, asked 
Rabbi Weinberger. 

When Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Y ochai saw this scene, he imme­
diately declared "How beloved are 
the mitzvot upon Israel!" Rav 
Shimon himself was unable to rec­
oncile the two worlds to which he 
was exposed. Immersed in the pur­
est learning of Torah for thirteen 
years, Rav Shimon was not able to 
see how one could live in a mate­
rialistic world, until he observed 
this scene. 

Addresses Stern Women 
by Ann Diamenl 

On Tuesday April 23, Rabbi 
Mordechai Willig, a YP rebbe, lec­
tured Stem students on "The Jew­
ish Woman in the Sources and in 
the Modem World". 

Rabbi Willig opened with two 
basic facts: that women and men 
are not identical, and that the To­
rah rejects any claim that women 
are second class citizens. In fact, 
he noted, women have equal 
amounts of sanctity. 

Thus, any distinctions between 
the sexes are based on other pre­
mises than the inferiority of one 
sex. Rabbi Willig specified four 
groups of distinctions between the 
sexes in Judaism. 

The first category consists of 
distinctions made based on ana­
tomical differences !Jetween males 
and females_ .For. example...men 
must have a brit, while women 
must keep the laws of niddah. 
The second category includes time­
bound mitzvot, which obligate men 
only. For example, the command­
ment of constant Torah study falls 
within this category. 

However, Rabbi Willig 
stressed, although women are ex­
empt from this constant require­
Il)ent, they are required to study 
Torah in order to perform mitzvot 
that are required of them, as well 
as the philosophy behind those 
commandments. 

The third category of distinc­
tions includes those made in mari­
tal law. For instance, a husband 
may divorce his wife without her 
consent, but a wife needs her 
husband's consent in order for the 
divorce to be legally binding. 

The fourth category includes 
laws such as the exclusion of 
women as participants in a minyan. 
serving as kings or public officials 
and offering testimony. Each of 
these seemingly unrelated com­
mandments emphasize the ideal of 
privacy and modesty. 

This ideal, he continued, is in­
cumbent upon both men and 
women. However, a special di­
mension of priv-:tcy is alloted to 

literature, was invited by TAC's 
women in these laws. chavruta-kesher program to speak 

Rabbi Willig suggested that all at Stem, particularly to enhance the 
four types of distinctions are based Torah learning in progress as a 
on the fact that women, not men, preparation for Shavuot. 
are anatomically capable of bear- Although the main topic being 
ing children. addressed was Lag BaOmer, Rabbi 

The first c·ategory distinguishes Weinberger enhanced the shiur by 
between men and women based on associating some common and 
anatomy. As a result, women are some not-so-common chassidic 
obligated in laws related to their thoughts with one another. 
child-bearing capabilities. Lag BaOmer is commemorated 

The second category, which as a day of celebration, he ex­
involves time-bound command- plained, particularly because it was 
ments, also stems from womens' the day Rabbi Akiva's students 
abilities to give birth. Rabbi Willig stopped dying. Ironically, it is also 
cited Rabbi Moshe Feinstein (zt"l), declared a yom tov because it is the 
who maintained that womens' anniversary of Rav Shimon bar 
greater roles in child-rearing re- Yochai's death. In Eretz Yisrael, 
leases them from time-bound this aspect of the chag is mani­
mitzvot. fested via the annual pilgrimage to 

The third group, including Meron. In America, as well as ls­
-manymaritatlaws;-alsostemsfrom .. rae(people tend to makelionfrres, 
womens'capacitytobearchildren. (inside and outside) as Rabbi 
For example, whileamanmaytake Weinberger recalls from his days 
two wives, a woman may only at YU. 
marry one husband to prevent con- The reason for celebrating Rav 
fusion over the identity of her Shimon bar Yochai's death, how­
child's father. ever, is quite puzzling. In order to 

The fourth category, those dis- understand the nature of the day, 
tinctions based on privacy, also the personality of Rav Shimon has 

Firstly, he explained, the time 
played a crucial role. The episode 
took place immediately prior to the 
onset of Shabbat. According to the 
S'fat Emet, the light of the 
neshama is closed during the six 
days of the week. On Shabbat, 
however, the skin covered by the 
blemish opens up, revealing the 
inner light and the pleasure of the 
special day. Sbabbat, therefore, 
represents a confrontation between 
the two types of Or • the external 
skin and internal illumination. 

Interestingly, the numerical dif­
ference of the two words · Or with 
an ayin and Or with an alef - ac­
cording to their respective 
gematriyot, is 69 - the equivalent 
to hadas - the myrtle branches 
which represent Shabbat. Further-

,,.,·,-.-..• , 

Upon witnessing the happiness 
and enthusiasm of a man who was 
living in both worlds, at a time 
when the inner light of the world 
would be exposed, he realized that 

. though the inner essence of the 
Torah may not always be revealed 
in this world, it is definitely 
present. This served as his comfort 
and confrontation. 

This, concluded Rabbi Moshe 
Weinberger is the essence of Lag 
BaOmer. Whereas on Shavuot we 
received the revealed Torah, the 
"hidden Torah" is reserved for the 
thirty-thirddayoftheOmer. Thus, 
though we mourn the yahrtzeit of 
Moshe Rabbenu, Hashem's mes­
senger to Bnei Yisrael, we cel­
ebrate the passing of Rav Shimon 
bar Y ochai - Bnei Yisrael's mes­
senger to Hashem, for bringing the 
"bride" a little closer to the 
"groom" every year. 

relates to children. Since children 
are best raised in the home, the 
Torah encourages women to lead 
home-based, private lives. 

Rabbi Willig stressed, however, 
that home life ought not be equated 
with passivity, and does not ex­
clude women from acting 

• tjoa<'>w.c.i.a{~"\:J~R_asale 
. · .. · · ·· KOSHER.Pi:ZZA& FALAFEL 

outside the home. 
Rabbi Willig noted the error of 

the modern world for presuming 
that the Torah downplays the sig­
nificance of women. He concluded 
with the hope that the audience 
would all lead fullfilling Jewish 
lives which included these ideals. 

Students asked several ques­
tions throughout the lecture. Most 
of the audience felt the lecture was 
very satisfying and informative. 
The only complaint heard was that 
the forty-five minutes alloted for 
the shiur was too short: "I only 
wish there had been more time to 
discuss the issues further," com­
mented freshman Shulamit Riber. 
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ating class, approximately 90 
voted. Some seniors did not vote 
because they graduated in January 
or are in joint programs and are not 
attending Stern this semester. 
The low number of voters was also 
due to the fact that students were 

unaware or indifferent about the 
selection process. In the words of 
one senior,"I was planning on vot­
ing, 1 just never got around to it"; 
apparently she wasn't the only one 
who viewed the elections in this 
way. 
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.._ to raise their children in a Torah bility that even Rabbi Bliezer hen jected. Mrs. Lichtenatein re- Modern women, ~-·· · • a Yes.ltiSlrUe.1berearealotof environment. HurlcenQS(whosaidthat."onewho .,...........thatlbese women have 'mil to the~'-·· u..._ men Out there who still oppose ....,_ st ar __.. "' . ,,.,... In past issues of the OB- teacheshisdaughterTorahteaches pushed feminism beyond tionall.eague laaddidaa~ 
women studyingOemara. Who get SERVER, we have read some ex- her obscenity,") was far greater in halacbah, and that their actions ing, lhese ..-. ---turned off by dates who display cellent articles expressing deep Torah wisdom than we are. were not compatible with Judaism. selves in the 1*11111; cmJ/lr. Al• theirTorahknowledge. The Torah, resentmenttowardscertainuncom- WemightarguethathadChazal Remarkably, there was very thoughlllOltofdleit..,...,... after all, Ila been studied almost promising positions opposing been living today, they would have little applause from the audience, into pitch•- ..._..,....-.._ 
exclusively by men. Until recently. .women's Torah study. Those who reached diffc:rent conclusions and the little appl.- primarily -· ;;;;;:=:.., -=-.:· -r-_,lm Due to the ice-breaking deci- (even this pnnc· ·1·p1e must also be came from the ··- men who .::::_e A -oodw';! .... ...., the Sl·ons of the Rav and other oppose women's study were con- _ .. w "''"'"· I ___.. . sidered close-minded. However, handled with extreme care). How- asked the previous questions.Was National League wlll lbenlt111eal• rabbanim ofour time, women now we cannot brush away opposition ever, that argument is far Mn. Lichtenstein 'a -wer not on low his pitcher a fllr oppodUllky have the opportunity to study Jew- by saying that these opponents are different from a general condem- par with her other n,sponse8, or for hllling pnclice. 
ish sources in a manner similar to people Jiving in dreamlands which nation of the "close- minded, sex- was there a sense of dellpair among On the same note, however, the 
what their fathers and brothers had existed hundreds of yean; ago; the ist" rabbis of the Talmud. Once the women in the audience? pitcher must alW!IY'fllCOPlm lllll 
always taken as given. fact is, many are part and parcel of people lose respect for Chazal, it This SUiking silence led me to his primary~ la to lead One of our generation's great- modernity. is not impossible that the entire believe that perhaps many women bis team f111m the IIIOimd 111d DOI est zechayot is that many of our As with all other new halachic halachic system could erode, as it feel threatened by certain aspects f111m the p1a1e. 
children will grow up in a house issues, there exist real problems already has in less observant com- of halachab and therefore llDCOII· Jewlab -lllYeClllllel'edthe 
with not one, but two highly whichmustbeaddressedinamore munities. sciouslycompete with iL "line-up" of the 1ewlah people in 
learned parents. One need not look outspoken manner by the advo- Recently, I had the privilege of Some women express diaap- ways lhat they never have befcn. hard to find a remarkable surge of cates of women• s Torah study. It hearing Mrs. Tova Lichtenstein pointmeut c:onceming their "role" They bold IJ(Jlitionl of leldenbip 
interest among many Jewish is not enough to dismiss them as speak on the new role of women in Judaism. They imply that men in the community, 1114 Ibey'­
women to study the Torah. (All close-minded. in Judaism. In her discussion, she are free to do everything, while Gemara. Contemporary Jewith 
Jewish men should have such en- _How ironic it is that precisely distinguished between halachic women have been assigned a spe- women have the opportunity to thusiasm when studying the To- thosepeoplewhostrugglewiththe and sociological issues. She em- ciflc,limitedpositioninthecom- growlntheirJudlilmlnanunpec-
rah!) "establishment" for the right 10 phasized that anything which at· munity. This problem is very sub- edented OIIIIDer. 

I fmd it disturbing that when I study the priceless words of the tempts to change halachic norms jective,andldon'tfeelthereisany However,wealllllllltaatlllll· 
speak highly of the burning desire rabbis of the Talmud are often must be rejected immediately· one answer to it; each woman must lion, and WOik toaedJ« to e111111e in many women today to study all those who speak with alarming After her speech, many ques- come to terms with her own role that Judaism remains Judaism. A 
Torah sources firsthand, I am sharpness directed against those lions were posed to her, all of in Judaism, as must every man. growing commitment to the called a "feminist" by many. Is it rabbis! Statements such as "The which were so beautifully an- However, if I may use an anal· halachah and reapeci of Cbazal 
the "evil forces of feminism" RamBamwasasexist,"or"Chazal swered that the entire audience ogy,wemightsaythattheoldrole mustbeourfocusatalltilnea.And 
which prompt these women and developed a system of laws de- applauded her. However, most of of women resembled the role of thisgoalcanbereacbodonlywben their supporters to study the Torah? signed for the comfort of men, at those questions had been asked by American League pitchers: these advocates of women's Torah alUdy It appears as though the oppo- theexpenseofwomen"aresimply men who wanted greater restric- pitchers are virtually never given areabletoaddreastbelrownlhort­
nents see little possibility of any not remarks befitting religious lions kept on women. the opportunity to come to bat, and comings more, and reduce their higher motives accompanying this Jews. One woman then asked about therefore devote their training ex- attacks against those "on the out-
s.wtullldyµA.1.e1dwvocaOC111UleS:s.\OWIQOIUUl1<1dca11qqp!"U1Ce.,tbiaa._t ---FFeoee=tlhintll!:i;.ia-cdle.,w111.,., of frustration the "women of the wall,'' referring elusively to pitching. Like- side." 
women are quite capable of study- at not hearing the most pro- women to the incident that occurred at the wise, women, until recently, have 
ing Torah for the sake of greater statements in Chazal is relatively Kotel between the women who focused almost exclusively on 
religious development and fulftll- understandable; however, it is our insisted on having a women's pub- what has traditionally been 
men!, and also for the opportunity responsibility to accept the possi- lie service and the men who ob-

j Crossworcil-by-T ......... 
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Maleska called upon members of 
the audience to join forces and 
construct a simple puzzle. 

Upon the completion of the 
puzzle, Ma!eska asserted his no­
tion that while putting the words 
in the grid is at the heart of puzzle 
making, creating clues is the soul, 
for it requires innovation and origi­
nality. The audience then joined 
Maleska in assigning clues to the 
words. 

Maleska continued by express­
ing his love for interaction with his 
fans and by designating them into­
four categories: the "sleepers,'' the 
"squackers," the "gotchas," and the 
"leapers." 

Maleska defined the sleepers as 
those fans who like him and think 
he is a "know-it-all" and conse­
quently think that any of his mis-

takes are theirs. 
Maleska then described the 

squackers as those who complain 
about problems not in his control, 
but rather in other departments­
layout and the business office. 

Squackers in the past have in­
cluded lefties who complain that 
puzzles placed on the right side of 
the page leave newsprint on their 
hands, subway writers who expe­
rienced difficulties while trying to 
manipulate their newspaper !o do 
a puzzle appearing on the mtddle 
of the page and people who co_uld 
not read a continuation of an arncle 
for someone had ripped out the 
puzzle that had appeared on the 
opposite side of the page. 

The gotchas are the fans ~ho 
receive certificates for havmg 
caught a mistake in the puzzle. 
Maleska pointed out that from the 
over· forty thousand clues pre­
sented yearly, he has averaged only 
seven mistakes per year. 

Toe first mistake that his fans 
caught was the emasculation of 
Bambi, whom he called a doe 
rather than a stag. Maleska related 
that the primary group of people 
who caught this error were m~th­
ers who have spent time teacbin~ 
their children the names of the aru· 
mals. 

In his years of editing the 
puzzle, only once has Maleska 
misspelled a regular noun. He 
asked the audience to spell "mil­
lennium", which the audience pro­
ceeded to spell incorrectly. 

The last category that Maleska 
defined,the leapers, are those who 
find mistakes where they never 
really exisL Maleska accounted for 
this group being the largest of the 
four by exclaiming that "there are 
thousands of impetuous people in 
the United States." 

One example of a lesper's faux 
pas presented by Maleska, was 
when the relationship between the 
clue for author Alexander Pope, 
which read "epithet for Pope" with 
the answer being WASP for his 
stinging satire was misunderstood. 
In his correspondence, the leaper 
had written, "Maleska you fool, 
don't you know the pope is Catho­
lic?" 

Throughout Maleska's deliv­
ery, listeners were bombarded with 
multi-syllabic vocabulary words 
and seminal factoids. Maleska's 
humorous anecdotes, comments 
and choice of words were well re­
ceived by students. 

Following his presentation, 
Maleska took questions from the 
audience-

Across 
I Pronoun for a student of 13 

across 
4 Notion; thought 
8 Unctuous 
10 Margaret_ was an expert on 

Samoa 
11 Solvers who love the TlDICS 

puzzles and never complain 
13 Part of 9 Down 
14 Composer of "The Merry 

Widow" 
16 Pays a second call 
19 Tel_,lsne.l 
20 Easy, swinging pit 
22 "_ 18,'' book by Uris 
23 Rock star Eddie_ Halen 

Dlllla " I "You AR_ Beautiful, 
pcll!llllr song 

2 WClld on a toWel 
3 BulldiDg addition 
4illldln&a' 
s Soun:e of veaisCJO 
6 W. lnad wi-a do 
7CGlllaleniala 
9 Famed Univenity in 

Mlllblam 
12 Oleetleaers 
14 JICob'• dtinllon 
IS Malevlilenl 
16~-.nalllJUP 
17 Mlllel_()lllleti's 
~) 
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Dr. Ellen Schrecker -SeH-Declared Feminist & .Historian 
by Nomi Dworken 

Which professor at SCW has 
taught in Princeton, YC, Harvard 
and NYU; has taught English, Eu­
ropean and American history; is a 
"self declared feminist," and has 
written a chinese cookbook'? Dr. 
Ellen Schrecker, a recently tenured 
professor at sew' has done this 
and much more. 

Raised in Philadelphia, Dr. 
Schrecker attended college and 
majored in European History. She 
finished her dissertation in I 974 
and got her PhD in European his­
tory from Harvard. She then 
moved to the Far East with her 
husband, a Chinese history profes­
sor. It was there that she received 
the background to write her cook­
book. 

Dr. Schrecker explains,"! went 
to graduate school before I knew 
what I wanted to do ... l'm part of 
the generation before women 
thought seriously about careers. 
Many women just bumped along. 
Graduate school was accidental for 
me. My thesis advisor put me up 
for fellowship and I got it! It wasn't 
like today, when things are much 
more planned." 

After earning her PhD in Euro-

pean history, Pr. Schrecker discov­
ered that her "true love" was 
American history. She found the 
McCarthy era (still her favorite) 
particularly fascinating, and began 
retraining herself as an American 
historian. 

While teaching freshman com­
position at Harvard, Dr. Schrecker 
researched her book which was 
published in I 986, No Ivory 
Tower. 

This American history teacher 
feels that her background in Euro­
pean history helps benefit the sub­
ject she's teaching, since it puts it 
into a broader perspective. As her 
students have noticed, Dr. 
Schrecker's "English Composition 
basis'' manifests itself in their writ­
ing assignments. "I think writing 
is important," she says emphati­
cally. 

Dr. Schrecker moved to New 
York with her two sons. She taught 
U.S History part time at NYU and 
then taught in Princeton for two 
years. She found the trip to 
Princeton a "massive commute" 
and so she began teaching at sew 
andYCin 1987. 

When comparing her students 
at Princeton and YU, Dr. 

Schrecker says with a grin that her 
"YU students are just as good." 
"Students here do more work, and 
they know how to learn. I don't like 
lecturing, and the students in YU 
are much more able to participate." 

Dr. Schrecker doesn't find as 
much of the "am I going to get this 
on the exam" syndrome. "It wasn't 
as much fun to teach at Princeton: 

Dr. Ellen Schrecker 

what sustains the faculty here day 
in and day out are the students who 
are so much fun to teach!" 

"What's so exciting about 
teaching in Yeshiva is that I get to 
teach everything. I love teaching 
Women's history. It would be kind 
of neat to teach women's history 
uptown." 

Dr. Schrecker"s feminist bent 

is seen clearly in class. "Stern 
women are quite sensitive about 
women's issues, although I 
wouldn't call them flaming femi­
nists. Despite the traditional em­
phasis on getting married and rais­
ing a family, Stern women are 
quite aware of their values as indi­
viduals. They have a sense of self­
confidence about themselves and 
future careers. 

According to Dr. Schrecker, 
Stern women are unaware how 
much their lives has been influ­
enced by the women's movement. 
"Their lives are not lives they 
would have had without the 
women's 
movement." 

Dr. Schrecker feels that "the 
fact that Stern College is a 
women's institution with many 
women professors who are role 
models, serves to create real re­
spect for other women. Were this 
a co-ed school would the student 
government leaders and editor of 
the newspaper be women?" she 
asks. 

"Women are given opportuni­
ties here to be leaders and high 
achievers, whereas in a co-ed set­
ting they would be given different 

Lag BaOmer Celebration 
Continued from p. 15, col. 3. 

that we became an official nation 
and received the Torah; hence it 
was a spiritual redemption. 

The exodus of the Jews from 
Russia is a modem day version of 
yitziat mitzrayim, he said. Emigrat­
ing from Russia is the physical 
aspect of the liberation. But like 
our forefathers many years ago, the 
Russian Jews must realize the 
value and necessity of a Jewish 
education. Only with spiritual 
growth will their salvation be com­
plete. 

To f urthcr emphasize this point, 
Rabbi Metzger spontaneously led 
the Russians in reciting "Shema 
Yisrae/." 

Rabbi Hershel Reichman, rebbe 
af MYP, addressed the theme of 
'Te' aha/ta le' rayacha 
kamocha,"loving a fellow Jew. He 
spoke about Rabbi Akiva and 

Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai, two 
Jewish leaders who are identified 
with the Omer and their 
epitomization of the mitzvah of 
ahavat Yisrael. 

Rozenson then addressed the 
· audience in Russian, and Yana 
Giushko, SCW student and recent 
emigrant from Russia, explained in 
Russian, the song "\\'here I Be­
long" by Journeys. Foliowing her 
interpretation, the video of the song 
was shown. 

After the speeches refreshments 
were served. There were also 
tables set up, carnival-style, for 
anyone interested in the wide va­
riety of the games. 

Some of the games were 
"Bowling for Mitzvot," "Tic - Tac 
- Torah," "Harim Hoops," "Jew­
ish Geography" and "Midbar 
Maze." 

For those who were in the mood "It !the chagiga] was interest-
for a more lively activity, there was ing and wonderful," exclaimed 13-
energetic, non-stop dancing. With year-old Tania, who recently emi­
the music of YC students Eli Katz grated from Gashkent with her 
and Avrarni Sacks playing in the family. "It is nice for YU to lake 
background, the YU students care of the Russians so nicely. I am 
danced with their Russian guests. very appreciative that they orga-

While many of the girls didn't nized a party for us; they care so 
know many of the newer Israeli much." 
dances, they quickly learned them "This chagiga was extra special 
from their SCW "tutors." for everyone who participated," 

Additionally,manyoftheolder expressed Elli Kagen, co-coordi­
men and women enjoyed the danc- nator of the event. "Many of the 
ing, whether they themselves ac- Stern girls who came tonight have 
tually danced, or just watched. been spending time with the Rus-

Everyone at the chagiga had an sian girls in special workshops. 
enjoyable time. Ida Desyasnik, a They've formed a bond with them 
participant of the program, com- that made the chagiga more spe­
mented in Russian that the pro- cial, more enjoyable." 
gram was "very nice." "lwassohappywiththeparty," 

"I was very glad to hear the concluded Tania. "It was a great 
Rabbi [Metzger] speak," she said. one, especially with all the danc-
"I am happy so to be here." ing!" 

roles." 
When asked to define the term 

"feminist," Dr. Schrecker said, 
"someone who is aware of being a 
woman and conscious of helping 
women achieve their total poten­
tial." Dr. Schrecker takes this very 
personally, as she tries to help 
Stem women in attaining their fu­
ture goals. 

What does feminism not mean, 
Dr. Schrecker asks. "It does not 
mean throwing out some of the 
things that are gender-based. Af­
ter all, I like going shopping and I 
wrote a cookbook!" 

When discussing career goals, 
Dr. Schrecker is quick lo point out 
that it is difficult for a woman to 
juggle family and career. "In order 
to have a successful career, one has 
to give more than full time. 
Women can have careers and chil­
dreJl but they better have good day 
care, "she explains. 

Above all, Dr. Schrecker urges 
her students to make most of their 
opportunities and experiences; .to 
realize their full potential as people 
and women. 

DANCE 
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tance of dance as a mode of com­
munication. "There's something 
very special about music and danc­
ing," she explains. "While lan­
guage is a barrier, music gets to the 
core of a person." She feels that 
once people begin to dance to­
gether, they let their guards down. 

By the end of this school year 
there will have been five dance 
lessons in total. The students plan 
that the final session will include a 
dance presentation for the girls' 
parents and friends. 

This, they hope, will publicize 
the program and will help estab­
lish it for next year. They intend to 
expand the program next semester 
by involving more Russian girls, 
especially those that attend public 
school. and more Stem women as 
well. 
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