The Chaplamcy - Response

~The recent decision of the Yes
" administration to place the rcsponmbxllty of sup-
plying mxlltary chaplains in the hands of the
Semicha 11T class on a purely voluntary, basis
réepresénts a welcome step forward.
" . That Yeshiva UmverSIty has and is fulﬁllmg a
 responsibility to kial yisroel in this area is undeni-
“ able. Yet rosponsibility to klal yisroel extends even
further. The fact that in the past few years the
| percentage of Semiche graduates—entering cither
the rabbinate or Jewish.education has been steadily
declining indicates that the fulfillment of this
| further responsibility is steadily becoming-more

them temporary orevemr permanent deferments.

Thus, we welcome the new systemi |
porary nature, however, portends another prob-
lem. While it is true that this year’s class has
been assured that they will be allowed to proceed
even if theyfail to produce even one-chaplain, the
administrationis prepared to-return to the lottery
neéxt year.

As a result, we would make a twofold recom-
mendation. We would first recommend that the

¢ coerced Mﬂlﬂ_boys -recognize them obligation to
into entermg the chaplainéy through the old lot« -
tery system has sent Semicha boys looking for’
other post-graduate pursuits which have afforded _tantly recommend that Yes‘uva require all its
~musmachim to spend two years in service to kial -
yisroel, be it in the chaplaincy, in the rabbinate, in
Jewish eduecation, or even in advanced learning.
The choice of area of service would be left to the

“tem-

individual student.
In this way,

serviced by the Umvemty more effectively, and
quite. possibly more Semicha boys would choose to
render their service via the chaplaincy.

chaplains. We* would secondly and more 1mpor-
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ominous pronouncements heralding

T the decline of the Jawish people”—att-purpose-and-relevance.

has elicited  constant admeonitions

e by Qrthodox leaders that we safe-

guard our “uniquentss” against the
onslaught of 2 degenerate alien
tulture. Rabbi Joseph Grunblatt's
“Clash of Life Style,” appearing
in the Iuly-August issue of JFewish
—Life s Jasl aluabl

Concern over the increasingly —
~Hubov—are- obviously - stripped -of

urable ‘moments,” theén -the Miiz-
vos—which lead one to Olom

L IS S S ' T

the en’ Ire Ciprent emplsison“rets

evance;”! on translating Jewish law

For what other reasons is. the
re,u;ctxon of Ol Mitzios so wi
spread in modern’America? "The
author discovers, as a necessary
component of “democracy, the in-
sistence upon free, unhampered,
independent thinking, Now, cer-

i terms of the 1 modern expenence,

as a viable philosophy for Amner: theRubin -Hall- Cafeteria.
ican Jewry. Aside from the cogent
sertion —that~Forah- was given
precisely to instruct each genera-
tion in coping with its peculiar
problems, the brutal fact is that
perhaps no other technique will
win over the seml-comm(tted _}'ew,

" The first spéaker, Rav Aberman,
dwalts en_ﬂlﬁ_mn?c;p_ﬁog

part

ribution in this regard, for it

sainly, it is a_ free country, but

from the principle that divergent

. unpopular_ way of

offers 2 penetrating psychological

study of the factors that have.

rendered traditional Judaism an

life _among .
“gbod ‘Amerjcans.”

" Those - who ‘deny the tensions

°* and” dangets inherent in a be-

havioral “synthesis” of the Amer-

ideas are to_be tolerated, there has
gradually’  been “manufactured—
well, a  mitzvah—to. constantly
_process new_ideas, ' new - notions,

until -all phi osophxes are. réjected

save that which the citizen has
formulated entirely and exclusively.
on his own: Is it any wonder that

————jean—and- Jewish cultuces are, in__

Rabbi Grunblatt’s opinion, mere-
ly” excusing their own sacrifice
of Yiddishkeit for the dubi
benefits, of the American life-
. style.

A substantial portlon of the
article, in fact, is devoted to a
scathing exposé of American-

Jewish society, founded upon sev-

_____eral startling examples. The spe-

the "good  Americal,” who a5

“simply refusef to be told what to- *zenoLthuL society 'without sa-

do all the time,” deems repugnant
the teaching that precepts are to be
performed primarily  because “this
is the way we were commanded” ?

If mitzvos are to be accepted
and obeyed, therefore, a more sub-
tle didacticism must be employed
“That is the reason,” writes ‘Rabbi
Gruriblatt, “why we have $0 many

cific wrongs he deals with aré not

------ —...of .prime concern here; suffice it

to say that Rabbi Grunblatt leaves
icting
]ews who have allowed ‘what e
_considers to be -‘the indigenous
hedétifsin of American lifé to de-
bilitate ~their commitment ‘to
uniquely Jewish values, For when
7 thie ends ate restrRrUYed, the o

m

_ timate desideratum by “an end-
. in-itself happiness which is nothrin

more than the sum total of pleas-

books ans

endeavoring_ to._re-do’ the : mono=

thetic image of Judaism by preach-
ing “the reasonableness, the beauty,
the beneficial effects, etc. of this or
that mitzvak.” Not that these xe-
wards “of observance are: the dis-
coveries of contemporary educators,
or that thete is anything presump-

wmnwrhe spirit

B
ing that such rationalizations now

must constltute the sole yusuﬁm— :

tive for adherence

generatlon

“The greatness of the Torah
Im Derch  Eretz movement of
Samson ‘Raphael Hirsch was not
‘only that it taught - . how to—
reconcile western knowledge with
knowledege of Torah. It also
(aught the members of the com-
ive 3

crificing the essentials of the Jew-
ish lifestyle.” The “author per-
haps ~beli that, id
the - wealth of material~ alrea&y
produced oh “Torah. Umada,” it ———
is wtse to momentauly hold the
. of intell "
in cautiou$ abeyance, and o ex-
plore “ifistead the more - concrete
and unmediate dimension of ac:,

ing Eretz Yisroel that the Torah
Jew should*have been developing
over thelast twenty years. Quoting
- a Yerushalmistating that the geula

tua! “life-styles” and religious be-" " i one Jitrle by little, be
haviotal paiterns, . that- the histe £ Ererz
While Rabbi Grunblatt con- cated that the history of Erets

leged to hear- two of YU’s new
“ Foshei yeshiva at ‘a-melave matka—
held - motsei shabbos—Ki-—Setze ‘In - this parsha.
e different

Yeshiva boys enjoy the year’s ﬁrst Melave Malka

*-structs no stnrtlmg new programs

to effect the renaissance of genuine
Orthodoxy -in—America-—his_clos--
ing -words call only for a general
return to “Torah, pioneered by our

Yisroel of the last twenty years
was a fulfillment of this statemént.
Rav Aberman pointed out that the

leaders ‘of Eretz Yisroel are mo--

thing less than tools in the hand
“of the: Almighty. In addition, since

educa:mnal‘miLutlom——hxs ctit” e, secm-—to- be closer to the final

cmatmg aspect of parshas 1&1 Serze;

Fhere-ar 33

_types_of—reacti
fulfill ;them. These

those that
range all the way from chesed to

BPPE

achzarzus. Rav Kanatopsky ex-
plained the connection betweert all
.these mitzvos by stating that they
represent the total human. being.

+r

there are times for ackzarius. The
Torah personality is able to choose
the preper reaction to any situa-
tion. In  addition, basing himself °
on a midrask, Rav Kanatopsky in-
dicated. that the Torah-true Jew

must_try to carry-all these-midd

many in.

Thq _require - many
tons—from

. E Hife- -
‘When che:ed is called ior just as

a dcgree of sheepishness and shame
in a significant segment - of - his
audience, Our age,, hie seems. to. be-

redemption—thamrever before;, Rav

Aberman urged the bnei ha-yeshiva

to do their share in helping other
Jews who have strayed from To-

with himself at ﬂll times, in order
to show that his reactions to every
situation are as much a part-of

to Haldcha. It may be added that

(Continued dn page five) -

rahto return.

~hias Hife frself;

.
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both secular and Jewish philosophy. Yeshiva
fancies ieself as the bastion of synthesis of
Torah and Mada, It can well be proud of its
achieyemet the scientific Yealm of Mada;
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yet it has ¢ ously nieglected the hinmanistic

G oreD rcﬂm, Lspccmlly philosophy. Thoughts of
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as-ar

Last spring, Look magazine pu
in_suburbiz. One'of the problems dealt with was that of 1ehg10n in
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HunKmu, past (xlld preseity found
in philosophical writings are as important
and relevant in one's encounter, with reality
as any work of science. The rapid increase in
xcm\tmm)n, forcing more introductory phis
onophy sections to be opened, ‘indicates a
growing awareness of this fact. .

~ There remains, however, one vital obser-
vation to be made. It is quite odd and very
disturbing that Yeshiva College should be so
desperately lacking in Jewish philosophy
courses. This is more than just an unfortunate
situation: Jewish philosophy is ar least as

DAVID LUCHINS € h .
Editor Emeritus philosophy, especially at Ycshiva, Jewish
philosophy surely is of primary importance
.and should be granted a status equivalent to
its value. This hasnot been the case. We hope
that in the very near future a greater humber
of high-quality Jewish philosophy courses
will be offcred so that Yeshiva-wilt produce
not only gréat minds, buf greaf thmkers as
well.

Interchange Of Ideas

Attending g large yeshiva for the study
of “Torah—% one potential -adventage: the
student is not limited to learning from a

_ single individual. Ideally, the influence of the
various rebbeim should be extended beyond
their individual classrooms to the entire stu- -

dent body. Extra-Curricular

Activities:
A Question of Emphasis

Last year we welcomed the propounding.

_ It.is eneouraging to note that this vear
such an interchange of ideas is taking place.
Many rebbeim are selflessly giving of their
time to share their knowledge with students

- Q,Uf:mic_tée,,c?‘l@j\:t of SChedl{led shiurit. of guidelines for extra-curricular events at
Among the continuimy efforts-being-made are - Feshi prepared by the

relevant to-our reality sitmation .as secular

suburbia, l.e. the problems that clergymen face inbringing: o

the suburban populace. Understandably, many of thosé of us who come
from big cities which have large numbers of Orthodox Jews and which
have yeshivos have little or no conception of what it means to have no
yeshiva in. town, no daily minyan, and perlnpc even no methztm in the‘ )
‘only shaf within walking distance. -

WAs a result, HAMEYV ASER has decided to institute a series devoted
to individual examinations of selected suburban Jewish communities with
a view toward enlightening the as yet unenlightened and stimulating
meaningful discussion of possible suggestions and solutions (The first in
the serjes appears in this month’s issue.)

As it is often advisable to examine things on a theoretical-tevel,-
before plunging into the practical, let us proceed to examine some of
the universal problems of religion, specifically Judaism, in suburbia.

.Qur first observation is based on an apparently. facetious-but. truly
profound statement made by the authar of the Loo# article to the-effect *
that since G-d is not a conservative-minded Republican businessman,
the suburbantte is not interested in religion. T'he foundation of such an
attitude in the suburbanite is the crucial thing. Since he is a prosperous
ard “happy" businessman, all he wants is insurance that he will be able
to maintain his present-status or even make 2 little progress financially;
therefore he looks to the conservative and traditionally business-oriented

—_Republican party for his needs, If and when he does step into shul, his

implied demand is—"Move me!” In other words, “What can you offer
me that I really need ?”

Our second observation is to a very great extent implicit in the first.
The suburbanite is more often than not inculcated with a very significant
distortion of values. This is evident more in the teen-age suburbanite
than in the adult suburbanite. Just as the adult feels he needs the Repub-
lican party more than he needs G-d, the teen-ager feels he needs accept-
ance among his non-Jewish peers more than he needs G-d. As a result,
he feels he must go to high school footbal!l games played on- Skabbos
afterroon and-take Col-lcge -Board examinations_on Shabbos rather than
exert himself to find a place where they are alven ‘on Sunday. He feTs

: T o Fhese-guidelines,p
those Of] Rabbi I}{”[Sh;l Schgec}g;ixinﬁl\'lnﬁ guldance counsclors of the religious divisions
————W—Q&Ll‘ AV CLASSEeS 10 fafacna; an

ﬂr&ﬂandwapmd_b%thcjeshwa College Student
——Fetdblum—and s

compelied o go o schooh-onryom—terrather-than-to-shut:
Another great problem which canbe-traced-to the very namre

of subucbia jtself is_the carry-over of the average Christian’s values

L the average suburbian Jew. To the average non- Jewlsh “subur]

i
. .\ P Al - & tedly vague in _certain
aSETTES O 1CCTUES O A3 IRAT A INS0 deserys T
: ' . vital areas, and yet the véry-appearance o
-~ “ing~commendation -are- those—rebbreim -whe Fo b4 PP
attend and epecﬂ( at vﬁalosh sudos and mre-

any form of directions was a change from the
_______ - situation in" previous years. Unfortunatety-.
lava miatkas. e the showing ot movie (in the Rubin Hall
We hope that these efforts are only a shil) and a co-ed kumsitz on Saturday night
cg.mmng_a.nd will be.pursued _even _more - . during orientation week leads us to wonder

vigorously in the future. -+ -~ whether avowed guxdehnes?vﬁl‘f)e honored.

It is hoped that the emphasis placed by
these guidelines on events of an educational
nature will be recogmzcd in the future pro-
grams and activities offered to the student.

Morasha Learning Program
——~———Qnce more_this past summer, the James

es a round of golf, @ Rotary Club meeting, ay mght out with -the

beys, -eteInthe Christian church this is certainly not optimal, -but

it is. at the_same time certzu_z_ acceptable. In true Jewish life; how=-

ever, such a situation is not even acceptablé — the worship of Gid -

can never be relegated to the statos of a weekly activity. The suburba-

rite faifs to realize this, or perhaps he just-doesn’t want to realize this.
~Fhe man on-whose shoulders the solutién. of these. problems rests

for the most part ig the rabbi. But as if he doesn’t have enough problems,

he is himself thrown to-the wolves—a congregation that sees him as just-

¢l

another employee to be hired andfired at will. Some may argué that he
knows what he xs gettmg himself mto, yet how many Jews, Iet alone

otriar bChDOi PO un:d T ‘lCdllll”g progrant
for a group of its boys at Camp Morasha.
The effectiveness of the program is readily
attested to by the entrance of most of these
boys into freshman college shiurim after only
three years in JSS. Such success is iri no small
measure due to Rabbi Sherman Siff, the rebbe,
whose love of learning and devotion to his
“students give them much of Totah beyond -—st

mere text. We salute Rabbi Siff and JSS for three separate and distinct religious divisions
this outstanding program. is a sense of ity of purpose.”Too often a
student here is labelled 2 “RIETS boy” or a

. ‘ . N “T1 boy” or a “JSS boy”; ideally he should
How Will YeshivaPr oduce — - rather be labelled a ben ha-Yeshwa.

G;eﬂt Jewish Thinkers, Attempts have been made in the past

and attempts_are’ being made to establish
Itis wnth much pleasure that we note the

body.

Sense of Unity of Purpose?
Perhaps Through Hashkafa

One of the prnmary casualtles of a Jewish

T f
manner? Onlv those of us who know what Smicha means can appreci-
ate the i mcongruxty “of d rabbi’s being virtually Judged by a congregatlon
the vast majority of which don’t kihow what a gemora is!

This last leads us into the final problem which we shall consider
here. That is, very simply, ignc I is £ ically hard-to-
Judaism on an adult intellectual level to a group of 40-year olds with
13-year old Jewish mentalities. It’s like teaching Shakespeare toa first-
grader who's just beginning to !earn to read.

—H-this-1 Hes, _mind, 'the
lution to all the ab problemsA It is, of course, educa-
tion. The young generation in suburbia (and the vast magorﬂy’ of -

- Jewish_America today is in suburbia) must be reached before it is
too late. The Jewish subtrban must be inculcated with. true
Jewish values, and he must be made to appreciate ‘what it means to
Jew—only then will he realize his need for G-d and Torah ; and those ™~
who teach him Torah, only then will he learn to cherish his unj-
queness-as‘a Jew, only then will he become .a. Jew hvmg in: suburbia—-—
rather than a suburban Jew. )

t stmole vet bl

regular lecture series on ]ewxsh topics fo.
development and expansion of the Depart- which all are invited with a view toward e

ment of Phnlosophy aechhwaCollégc,Fx:st, achieving some semblance of asense of uni

from an academic pOlnt of view, ti the 1mprove- .

ment and maturation of any department is

always gratifying. Credit should be given to

the recently appointed Mairman of the de-

partment, Dr. Arthur Hyman, for restruc-

turing the program, placmg more emphasis
- -On-5p ! gories. such as.
,cplstemology and cthlcs. tather than concen-
trating heavily on the historical: devetopment
of philosophy.

Second, from the point of view of Yeshi-
YUni ¥-we_feel this is ap important

addition to the fncu*ty of men well versed in

- needed here is a series of hashkafa shi-

urim; beyond this, though, an attempt should “To the Editor: " cards, and then a half hour in ade-
be made to deal not only with pure hashkifa, In past years, fall registration - . Needless

but also with the hashkafa ‘behind Yeshiva
University. Perhaps in the way many who
.are_convinced that there. is rio hashkafa be-
hind- Yeshiva Uni Ll'sl(y ill happily learn -
- -differently.

Only when each student realxzes the goals
toward which Yeshiva s stnvmg and toward
which it will continue to strive will there be a

was nothing short of a nightmare.
This year, however, the College
instituted -a new-system. of. register-.
ing in June which greatly reduced,

e—~tenst—f s, the.
ines, the waiting, and the Tead”
aches. Unfortunately this was not
true -for religious - registration.

frustration could have beert easxly
avoided by having the two cards
handed out to_gach student

.- tiopetully this situation
will ‘be corrected so .that. in the
future 'thé ease of religious regis-
tration ;will ‘match the ease of

Students in RIETS, for example, i i
m'tdc forward. Especially gratifying m«, college_ré, istratlon . .

purpose here. . - a?new

7 i one ‘He—just- to pick"up -twve
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Au’rhenhc Talmudic Scholarship: An
__ Asset to Learning: Rav Feldblum

by I.arry “Cohen

The-printed text of the Gemara

}ess?r‘?f—‘f*ﬂmum a-Hist at

Y.C. and Bernard Revel Graduate

we- use today is basically the same
as that of the edition which was
first published 1500 C.E. Be-
fore this time, the Gemara was
learned” _ from: nuritérous diverse
texts in manuscript form. Recent-
ly, one of our roshei yeshiva,
Rabbi Dr. Meyer S. Feldblum,
published a Dikduke Sopherim,
composed of annotated” variant

-textual readings on the Masechta

Gittin, - The. publication of such
a sefer certainly creates an inter-
est in Talmudic scholarship and
raises some questiofs about the ve-
lationship between Talmudic schol-
arship and “learning.”” Therefore
Rabbi Feldblum, an Assistant Pro-

__‘,__‘ale two_different re-

ih

School, as well as & rosk yeshiod P tat—fanmit ith

in RIETS has kindly agreed
to briefly »discuss and clarify this
subject.

Rabbi- Feldblum quickly. pomt—
ed_out that, in reality, thete is
no distinction betweeri- Talmu-
dic scholarship and “learning,”
for they complement- each other
and are both indispensable for

_every valid Derech ha-Litud.

Torah ~and historical -eruth- are
inseparable, “and _therefote the
approach of Talmudnc scholar-

shipis-ir any

Sugya LaAmitoh ~ shel Torah.

The mistaken notion, sometimes_

- encountered, that ‘scholarship and

Magazine For:

Jewish Youth

Published by Orthodox Group

A new magazine for Jew:sh
Teenagers and college students,
Jewish Youth Monthly,. appeared
this month, Published by the Na-
tional Conference of Synagogue
Youth, youth affiliate of the Union

ish life) along with material de-
signed to give you an in-depth un-
derstanding of our Torah and Jew-
ish heritage.” -

In keeping with its goal to
serve -as a forum for teenagers,

of Orthodox Jewish Congregasthe magazme relies largely on

tions of America, the JYM Sep-
tember -issue was Vmailed to some
13,000 readers throughout the

Sml.pr.r _serves as
editor of TYM, but the balance of

teen Age and collegiate writers
for its material. Even the educa-
tional ,featu:es will be prepared

er’s supervision, by youth staff
“meémbers. T —————-

editorial positions are ﬁlled by

true nature and function of
thentic Talmudic scholarship,
which actually facilitates the most..
advanced form of “learning”

Torah sheb’al Peh.

“In. discussing the nature and
scope of Talmudic schelarship,
Rabbi Felblum stated that authen-.
tic Talmudic scholarship is rooted
in a profound reverence for-our
Chachmey HaMasorah, which
ragards their views to Thave
“been formulated with logical con-
sistency - and . linguistic clarity.
Whenever confronted with devia-
tions from these norms, one must
search for the solution within the
Gemora's own textual history and
composition.  Thus, Talmudic
scholarship “serves to clarify the
emergence and composition of the
_Mistnak, Tun'p[ztzz Midrashey
ha-Halachah, Talmud Bavli ViY'™=
rushalmi, Then in each Inyan, the
Derech  ha-Limud requires the
following: a thorough-going pen-
etration into the core of ~each
Sugya; a careful apalvsis of the
statements of each Tanna and
Amora; a comparative evaluation
of all parailel M’korés and avail-
able textual variants; and a dis-
criminating ’ recognition of - the
Sugya’t Anrorric—Horooh—parts
and Peyrush parts. Likewise, the
writfings of the G mrim and Riskon. —

Editor Emeritus

| ;Flrst Impressions

by David Luchins

=t dad the king took the signet rmﬂgﬂ_&g_ﬁngur and gave it
Haman.” Rav dba bar Kahana said, rof

:

preached to Israel. For the prophecies of the above did not cause Israel
to repent, while the handing over of the ring caused them to.”
~Megilah 13a

‘We are still standing far too close to the events of June to draw
any sort of Idstmg conclusions. The effect of m'yagon I'simcha m “afclak
o gadsl, of joy from mourning and brilliant light from darkness, are
still -too overwhelming to be appreciated. The dangers still surrounding
the Holy Land are too severe for us to break into the sheer exilaration
of a Shirah Chadesah, an unmitigated proclarmation of rotal redemption.

Despite the dangers of proximity certain observations can be drawn.
They are drawn, furthermore, with the conviction that, while we may
never understand the 2’cfius, by which our generation merited the events
of the past few months, we owe it to ourselves to delve into the emo-
tiofs and actions that cnvdoped us as the drama of Israel beleaguered-
unfolded.

The weeks of mounting crisis seem to haunt the memoty: the
plaintive chant of Thillim, the muted eloquence of Esther Spenciner’s
column in that Observer that appeared the day after we marched
about a gulf called Aquaba that noné of s tad reatly cared-about
a week earlier, and, above all, the heroic figure of Rav Lichtenstein,
who somehow put the emotions that gripped all of us into words that
_cut_through the confusion and chaes.

Who can forger that morning? The first radio reports that sent us
to the front lines-with T"kilim and T”fillak. The tears of hope and fear
that pervaded that K'wtikin Shachris. The chills that swept through alt
of ws as we said, as we had every day, “Pleyerushalayim Ircha,” little

realizing just how close we were to the threshold of re-entering its
winding sacred streets.
It was 6:00 A M. It seems like vesterday, so deeply are the thoughts

The Rrst issug, which fearore
! interyiew with the

nim must be closely scrutinized,

© Tyoung mren and WOTIRTT twho-h

come up from the ranks of NCSY,
_including Yeshiva College Students

n JSS 68 and -Jerry

" Cheplowitz JSS *70.

In_his introduction to the first

rly—for—thei ntextual com-

“writer Elie Wiesel on..the Arab-
Israel War, has been mailed to all
synagogue youth members and”
- Jeaders-in the- 3108 Orthodex sya-
agogues serviced by the UOJCA.

— “‘er*_managlﬂﬂg»fd}tep “Yaakov_. Subscriptions at $3.65 per annum
--= == - Kornreich— of -Miami- Beach; -a

are _available from JY M, National .

o
ments but also for the precise Tal-
mudlc texts upo#r which they com-

mented. Thus, truly we can see

that-the field aETalmudic scliolar- -

ship viewed in its true place is
ac&uall;La necessary complement to

“learning” -in the true Derech ha= ™~

“the transfer of the rmg Thada
au. greater effect than the Jorfy-eight prophers and Stuen prop

e — ——

—

Senior in_ the Scholar’s Program Conference of Synagogue Youth,

-—at New_ York University and a 84 Fifth Avenue, New‘éork N.Y. /L”I:LTZ?urallv one cannot do jus-
St‘;lzdt;m IlmthanEE;Sd “;r?ntlfllet::: 1Oo'l"lhle National ~Conference of tice o the full range of Talmudic One fiirst impression of the Israeli War 1=
al € ad ¢ . .
- Y + Syna L (NCSY), which ‘Ch‘)l“s}“p m adfe?« 5‘;1“3““’ S:r etched into the memory. We were crowded into a dorn room, radio
F L inrereste urther _on 13
one whlchtspeaks d1rectly to you, ~publishes - JYM, is the youth sub;ectv Rabb, Teldblomvormied blaring, conflicting reports pourmg over the air waves to add to the

the Jewish teenager who is knee movement of the Union of Or- anguish.

‘deep in the American environmefit.
There are no forums whete you
can ask your questionsabout-fue i
daistn, 'and no place to get straight
answers to honest questions; Until

thodox Jewish Congregations of
America. It is educationally serv-
iced by Yes}\xva University Youth
Bureau and -is supervised by the
UOJCA. Joint Youth Commis-

out that a partial description and
bibliography of the topics involved
can be found in the svllabus to
course RT 131-132, which is avail-
able at the office of the Bernard

-1i6w ‘there has been very little
—___written specifically for you, in your

. ish life ‘(which we

sion, which includes representa-

tives of Rabbinical Council of
language, with which you foa,—Women’s_Branch TJO]J-
tify. This is our goal In this maga- CA and Yeshiva University. Mr.
zine we hope to give you-a wide Harold H. Boxer serves as the
~and “relevant samplmg of the -imw~-Chairman—of— the-UOJCA- Joint
..‘portant.trends. in tr: nal Jew- Youth Commission, "and . Rabbi
nvinced  Pinchas | Stolper 15 the National
Director of NCSY.

1s the only truly meanmgful Jew-

The First Magazine For Jewish Youth

Jewtsh_)fauth MzmthlL

Revel Graduate School.” The clas-
sical treatment of Talmudic liter-
ature with this approach in depth
—is—readily_accessible - through the
many 8’forim of Rabbi F abbi Feldblum’s
esteemed Rebbe, HaGaon Rav Av+
rohom Weiss Sh'fita; Professor of
Rabbmxcs at Yeshiva, .

This yéar Rabbi Feldblum will™

begln a leave of absencq from

- - RLEI.S, but in addition to his

Tecture-courses at' the college and
graduate school, he will give reg-
_ ular Shiurim in two different Ma-

- sechtos each year at Bernard Reve

TG SThoot:

Ronnie Gross and Yitz Tuchmann had come in to join me in
callmg Dean Bacon to ask him to cancel finals. I had dialed the area
code when the bulletin broke in: “Jerusalem is being shelled by the
Jordanians.”

The phone dropped and hung helplessly bemeen desk and-foer:-

Someone banged his fists against the wall and wept unashamedly. -

The rest is history. How Yeshiva and Stern students did so much
to rally their communities. How all K/al Yisroel stood together B'agudos

Ahad how the heroxc def/enders of the Holy Land wrought a classic

That morning, however, remains at once the nadir of despair and
the highpoint of emotional trivmph. War is an ugly way to settle issues,
_the death of human beings a terrible Pricé to pay for a2 madman’s diplo-
matic adventures—and yet, as we look with pride upon the ceaseless
defense of Eretz Yisroel, the sense of Achdus and oneness which we felt

_here in America, and especially at Yeshiva, is worthy of mention. If

some men must be so depraved as to wage wars éf-destruction, themrtet— -

us at least take solace in the noble emotions thew=evoke in those they
_would destroy. :

e - letters, 7

:- Attractive, Enjoyable, Fast Movmg, Interestmg Colorful
Lucid Style, Digest Size Format
tzn issues each. year, features, armcles, stories, -interviews ;photos
y, holiday and Torah
insights-—a lot to think about.
_ You will gain new insights and discovér new vistas by reading the mag-
“azine “lews the-world -through- the eyes. of timeless tradition
acid, attractive, enj vyable style that’s as modern as tomorrow. Brigh
ds of devoted-readers.

o ining.our. th

Graduate School., 1 hese SHarint;
which will be open to all Semicha
students 'as well as to qualified
fourth-year R:LE.T.S. students,
will focus upon the contributions of
the G’onim, Rishonim V’Acharo-

- -uim,.along with the complementary

insights aﬁorded by the scholarly

TCH-your
e FREE, GIFT TO ALL CHARTER SUBSCR!BERS- !

a of the acclaimed, authoritative, handy easy reference pocket .

. al

tical, guide to brochos for 563 foods free with each subscnp,.
‘uon—you be the exper GUIDE TO BLESSINGS.’ -
the National Conferme of Synagsgue Youth

b
Appr

hope that both his introductory
couises as well gs~ thé advanced

Shiurim will serve to enhasice the- -
level and scope of “learning” La- -

T of the Union of OrtRot erica Amitoh shel Tarah

Some organizations, whxch prowde death benefits for thelr mem-
bers, appoint a so-called “official” funeral director,

It should be understood, however, that the b ily is NOT
.obliged to use this “official” director in order to receive the or-
ganization's death benefits. ) .

1ai

rangements °
quite specifi

Undér New York State law; the f;
A

freedom of choice is alwi

- RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC.
Carl Grossberg — Solomon Shoulson Durectors
YC. 4 RIETS '49
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No'rable Success In Suburbla

" Achieved By

by Bruce Horwitx

St. Louis Jews

as study moup ]mulerslup‘

dutie
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* Glazer Announces JSS Year Plans

. by Elliot Glazer
The JSS Executive Board has

the New York .area. These week-
ends will differ from the YCSC

weekends in two' ways: They will plete office if necessary, Only then

mm?a_ﬁg_ o~ Hebrewcschool arganization, adult _planned a complete schedule of

—articlz
on religion in suburbia turns out to
be quite optimistic. In all prob-
ability, its successors will mot all
paini such a rosy picture.

Living in the cloistered commu-~
nity of Yeshiva College; one often
has the tendendy to be shiclded
from prevalent conditions in the
external Jewish community. For
us, an orthodox life is simplified in
the sense that the surroundings
support and give ‘impetus to our
religious practices:

The life of the suburban Jew
stands as the virtual contradiction
to the Judaism with which we are
familiar. In such communities, the
inherent problems of orthodox Ju-
daism are multiplied and new com-

’plexmee are born out of a situa-
Hon without precedent in Jewish
history.

Need for self-sufficiency

Orthodoxy as we have seen it in
all stages of history has attempted,
through regulation, law and cus-
tom, to create a totaleenvironment,
an "idealized microcosm of society.
The Jewish community qua com-
munity therefore involves a double
nature as a manifestation of this
end. Prerequisite to the end, with
all of its implications, are the ac-
coutrements necessary to any self-
contpined-sufficient social organiza.
tion.

This self-sufficiency entails

_educ: ticutes, lecture series

diversified programs for this- school

be weekends™ limite: =

N

that it can be proud of. We plan -
to, paint and refurnish the com- -

and gtneml vice to the needs of
all Jews in the area. Often he will
leave his own pulpit ro an assistant
rabbi and help to organize a syna-
gogue more conveniently located
for Jews living too far from estab-
lished organizations. In its broad-
er meaning. the rabbi must now
actively participate in the affairs
of the community as well as of
his own synagogue.
Rabbi of all Jews

In a sense, the orthodox rabbi
has found it necessary to project
himself into a -position where he
can be seen by all. He has been
forced into an acceptance of the
factual condition that a rabbi and
his. services rightfully and - neces-
sarily belong to all Jews and not
only the isolated membership that
supports him, He has found this
attitude to be the only one consis-
tent \uth Jewish perspective and
goals.

The Jewish institutions includ-
ing synagogues, day schools, and
community centers have responded
to the new demands of a dispersed
community by actually locating
themselves in strategic areas. In St.
Louis for example, the Jewish com-
munity center was recently buile
in a county far from the city,
where substantial Jewish popula-’
tion now resides. Orthodex “afd

year. -

One of the most important and
expensive is the J58 Bar Mitavah
Yearbook. During this twelfth
vear of JS5 (JSP), all” of "the

planning and research will be com- ~

pleted, plus. a significant: part of
the s writing. According to plan,
next year's Council will complete
the work and distribute the year-

books in the spring of the thirt- -

eenth year of JSS. In this project
the JSS Alumni are working hand
in hand with the Student Council.

They will be able to enhance_our .

understanding of the origins and.
history of JSS many fold. Research
personnel, ‘writers, and:other stu-
dents interested in working on the
financial and . business segment of
the yearbook project are still being
sought. A student need not be a

- member- of - JSS--in-erder- to -werk - -

on this worthwhile project. All in-
terested students should sign their
names on a paper posted to the
door of room 222 of the Morgen-
stern Dormitory.

In regard to Shabbos activi-
ties, JSS "Student Council will
continiue the Shabbos Hospital-
ity Committee which last year
arranged for numerous students
of all religious divisions to eat at
shabbos homes and receive Shab-
bos hospitality from people who

*ful and enjoyable if handled by the

dents; amd—thep { programs—JSS-Srudent-Council-andits-com
will be geared parucularly for mittees.

these stadents. -
Social activities will’ be a new

Last year under the leader-
ship of Fred Nagler, a new JSS
Constitation was written and
adopted. This year the Executive
Board hopes to add a set of by-.
faws and an election code which
are both sorely needed. -

. JSS will agam support HAME-
Ir
" is only through “such a rellgxously

oriented newspaper that FS88 Stu- -
dent Council can publicly express
in writing its ideas, ideals, and
religious fervor; it & only through
such a newspaper that JSS-Student
Council can protect 2nd defend: it-
sélf froih anyone or any group that
might attempt to sgriously damage
its work and its image,

“Ackaron ackaren chaviv”

relationship = between JSS8_ and

Camp Morasha. Although JS§
Student Council is under a finan-
cial strain caused by the added ex-
pense of the J8S Bar Mitzvah
Yearbook, it will give as much
money as it possibly can to JSS
students who want to attend Camp

" Elliot Glazer
segment of thel JSS Student Coun-
cil schedule. A senior dinner and
theater party will be held. The
latter is an attempt on the part
of Council to unify he students of
JSS socially. I am of the convic-
tion that certain social functions at
Yeshiva can be much mressuccess-  but financially can’t afford to go.
Camp Morasha is at the heart

Di- and soul of JSS philosophy: The

individual religious -divisions.

such- practical applications as Syna-
gogues, stores schools and the like.

conservative Synagogues Built with-

Tive in the vicnity of “Yeshiva-A=

in the past ten years now_ service

new_group has been estgbhshed
2 3 et ol

Weth availabil-

the school year and Camp Mora-
= IR

iy,

the

ity of these necessities, Orthodoxy
cannot achieve the means of a re-
latively closed social structure.

anr—area—-mueh-greater 1-they
have in the past. As a result, most

(Continued on page six) ..

this—year—called
Committee. It wnll have week-
ends in different communities in

This vear’s Fxe
RS

is the— —

Morasha this commir{g .summer. .

viding such -activities by cIAassses steady advancement of students
{#reshman;—sophemore-ete:) -s-not - yith— zimmed“backgmundﬁm—iu-**
a5 an-effective way to handle social _ jziem +h :
events.

have learned

RIETS.

lieves it is time for JSS to make enough to enter

its office in the Main Building one

Fhe-secondomature integral -te
the community . is theological ard

betract-in-its character,
But here too the strictly legal
sense as well as the indications of
precedent point out the need of a
centralizéd authority. The central-
ization need only operate in an in-

Reflections: Israel

As early as last May, this writer engaged in sporadlc, medxtatlve

N Y b
terrat mmarmer bat-preferably

perfrord-formr 1 This su

“hts,” thinking about toplcs for tms years column. A umBber of posst
4

by Benny Kraut

a modern secular state. Tlus unplxed the ex.lstence of human gQVQm-
‘ P ; - thed :

& 5
TNt znu xrs—mrhngv, Tt-mp ulumlly, u..s

perficial form can only manifest
itself in the body of a geographic-
ally centralized community.
. ... Helerogeneous community
The Jewish population move-
ment in St. Louis Is indicative of
the current trend to migrate from
the city, leaving it to industry and
stums, into the sprawling suburban

bitfries canme-to-minds-in—taes; feofthe frstwrticle had already

1

been organized. As a result of the Arab-Israeli War, however, most
topical ideas faded into irrelevancy. In their place, 2 feeling of personal
exigency demanded a re-evaluation of our relationship to the State of
Israél. Before the war, we harbored certain -sentiments and attitudes..
concerning the Jewish State; following the war, these attitudes wefe
opened to serious questioning. It is our relationship to Israel, then, and
its subsequent reevaluation in the light of recent events which we wish
to consider.

soL

areas, Currently the entire Jewish
population’ (approx. 60,000) re-
sides in an area covering five coun-
ties_ surrounding the city, By no
means can these areas be consider-
ed in' the sociological sense as even
predominantly. Jewish. 1n only one
county of the five is the Jewish
population the majority: In all

areas there is a heterogeneous mix-

ture of all faiths and races.

n the attempt to create wi
a dispersed Jewish community the
double nature necessary to its pro-
per functions, orthodoxy has ac-
quired a new range and mobility.
Twentieth century trends have
ushered in the era of the flexible,
pragmatic Jewish organization,

gifoigh to_adapt to needs

wherever they arise, 1'% rabbl has
diversified and now spends as much
time travelling around the suburbs |
as in the synagogue.

The diyersification of the mod-

rahbi embraces such

Our attited el before the war was, at best, “positively
neutral” rather than positive. Our relationship to the state consisted of
monetary contributions, a slight awareness of internal -politics, an in-
terest in external politics, and a-rather ntbulous, all-embracing feeling of
identification, It is quite apparent that this relationship lacked, among -
other things, a vital sense of immediacy—the very essence of any state of
measiingful involvement. Consequently, we could not respond to demands
of any “real” significance, such as aliyah. We experienced ‘no” Burning
passion to visit the state, neither for a year nor a summer, Of course,
the possibility of emigrating to Israel presel “theoretical”

problems dealing with the ultimate issuest
SHving-in-Jsrael as-pazeof Ligri and the
grappled with these issues as a form of mental gymnasncs but, like many

fellow Jews, we did not actively seck to resolve them. In short, the

existence of Israel did not alter-our life’s pattern, save to evoke feelings .

of guilt when we read certain parts of the Shmoneh Esreh. We establish.
ed no meaningful committntént to the state; we remained, for all intents
and purposes, emotionally aloof.

Accompanymg this tenuous relationship were sentiments of ‘anger
and disench arising; p i ally, from religious convictio:

ary Messianic_ Age, an age of peace and of spiritual return. This
.asseciation had characterized the object of our national wish-fulfill-
ment—a return to-the land of Israel—for almost two millenia. To
our dismay, the creation of the State of Israel inr 1948 fell far short

of actualiring our ancestral dream. Isracl emerged.and developed as

had been born) of a vision almost two thousand years old was fun-
damentally disproportionate with our projected idgal. We felt angry
and disénchanted; we had teceived a bargain, but not the bargain
we desired. Since no one could argue that the Messianic Age had
come (Jews had prayed two thousand years for this?), the problem
arose of relating to the present State, something for which we were’
neither conditiqned nor prepared.

_ . ._In the past Lm years, our feelings of dxsenchantment and z.nger were

s. This partxal realization (for, in fact, a Jewxsh State -

nurtured by certain internal affajrs of the State. Reports of bitter hatred

that prevailed between “religious” and * lrrehglous factions repulsed us.
Charges and tounter charges on both sides, in and out of the Knesset;
did little to enhance the State’s image in our-eyes. Need we remind any-..
one that, approximately one month before the war, Israel was rockéd
with internal dissension because .of the autopsy situation? Again, the
country found ‘itself divided, the “religious” and “irreligious groups
trying to cut each other’s throats, Besides the -main issue, the deeply-
rooted P.nmlty of both sides bitterly disturbed us;:for it focused shatply

do 'in~ Ilk hcr? ~on the ongoing schlsm between the two factions; which were moving

nciliation, It is readily. apparent,
thereiore why this state of affairs added to our stcholochaI disillusion-
ment. A country which did not meet predetermined, visionary expecta-
tions and which experienced internal strife in such a crucial area (in
terms of its own meaningful existence) -could. not possxbly convince. us
to relate positively to it. This, then, was the essence ‘of our’ “positively
neutral” relationship’ to Israel before the war. We neither justify nor

denigrate it; it is an account of a 1cgmmare rcsponse to a part of our

And then came the war!

.(The next article-will facus on the re-evaluation of our position, :
stressing decisions  and events with which we must contend, Teéwhat
extent our relationship can and miist be changcd will also be discussed
in that co{umn )
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Futl/llty of the Current Ecumenical Movement

Eirr s NowT—Fhe frtesing 5
aletter $¢nt out last April by Da-

AATHIdied betore his project
even_got properly underway.

although not all of them, then or
tow, can be held responsible.

of Christianity, its nobility of pur-

- Bhilosophical Library.

gobert D. Runes, Director of th-
It is re-
printed with his permission, given

“to' Jay Marcus, HAMEVASER

- mangmg editor,

_ We are_ witnessing today .an
‘amazing - display of both religious
activism and religious equivocation
within the gates of the Catholic
Church. A movement was initiated
by the noble” Pope John XXIII to
have the-Mother Church not only
acknowledge its heavy responsibiley
in the slavghter of almost 10 mil-

——{toffi" fews-in the last 1500-years,
“but also to make 4n immediate and

resolute end to its theology of The
Jew, I repeat, The Jew, as a tor-
turer of Jesus, as a traitor, as a
befouler of Temple holiness, a

-— ghoulish-breaker—of —borresof ‘the

dying, indeed, as the very son of
the devil.

A proper declaranon of this ecu-
menic endeavor wés prepared un-
der the direct guidance of this one
and only Pope of the five hundred,
who saw in the Jew a son of man
and not something hell has spewn

. whose “Carlifatti”

The pope who followed him,
Paul VI—for 12 years the political
and administrative right arm of the
Germanophile Pius XII—appoint-

. =ed Bishop-Luigi Carli, a renowned

anti-Semitic essayist, to head. the
Curia into whose hands the fate
of the “Jewish problem” was en-
trusted. Luigi Carli is the man
in the first year
of the Ecumenical Council distrib-
uted anti-Seritic literature to the
various delegates, before finally
stopped by American representa-

tives. Luigi Carli published only

last March, in.the official clerical
quarterly in Rome, a lengthy ar-
ticle “proving” that the Jewish re-
ligion is forever accursed by God.
This Luigi. Carli-was not only
made head of the Curia, but Paul
V1 himself personally sponsored
the Declaration on the Jews, put
together by Carli; which in no-way”
drops the charge of deicide, but
rather emphasizes it, by declaring
“The Jewish leaders (they alone)
and those who followed them,

ouit.‘Biqt"a_s history willed it, ‘]o‘Hh pushed for the death of Christ,

This type of equivocation re-
minds one of the statements made
by moderate’ Nazi leaders in the
early ‘30’s that not ail Jews were
evil, only some,

The moderates

Among the “moderates of the
Catholic hierarchy we have ‘men
like Cardinal Bea who let us be-
lieve for a while that they meant
to fight this xile ¢lerical anti-Semi-
tism. But by now they all have
subscribed to the Carlifatti pro-
gram. However, the Carlifatti pro-
gram notwithstanding;-the moder-
ate Ecumenists, especially in the
United States, where half of the
Jewish population of the world is
concentrated, engage in Ecumenic
parlor and vestry activities. In
these dialogues, the Catholic Ecu-
menists are smllmgly courteously,
benignty, fisterr to-some-
of our rabbis and educators telling
the Catholics about the Old Testa-
ment, with which they are already
quite well acquainted.

On the other end of the rostrum,
the Catholic clergy would explain
to the Jewish audience the wonders

The Enigma Called Shmuel Agnon

Shrrmoet

ifewxsh socm:y, he accepts*znd

)

Laureate in hterature is undnubt-

some; excerpts from iy ratk. -

Dose, its miraculous inception and the New Testament. And all their
its divine as well as most humane catec] s in Sunday schools an

attitude. to living man. During
their exegesis, of course, no men;
tion may be made (after all, thls!;
is all done in the spirit of Ecu-
merifsm ) “that this very Gospel of
Christianity not. only failed to stop
the Christian slaughter of Jews,
but, indeed, was the major if nor
only factor in creating and keeping
up most brutal forms of Jew-
hatred.

During the many hundreds of
years when there was not a single
Jew living in ecither Spain or Por-
tugal, France or England and
many sections of Germany, anti-
Semitism flourished like a virulent
poisonous flower, nurtured by the
Church. While the Ecumenists

‘have gifted us with the Trojan

Horse of their charitable homilies
on. Judeo-Christian. unity, creatmg
in the uninformed the :impression
that these Dialogues in schools and
community centers would make an
end to “misunderstanding” among
the two great religions, the Catho-
lic Church refused to make the
slightest change in its New Testa-
ment, which contains a veritable
well of Jew-hate.

It is this New Testament from
which every Catholic child suckles

_his faith, his beliefs, his religion,

from the age of six until he is con-

'Discussed from an Historical Perspective

boy~and girl absorbs while veading

parochlal schools and church meet-
ings reflect the anti-Semitic tenor
of what is their Bible, They may
think of their Bible as a book of
love; to us Jews it.is a book of
hate.

Indeed, every measure of Hitler-
ism against the Jews has been ap-
plied previously, at one time or
another, by the Catholic Church:
the wearing of a badge, the prohi-
bition to adopt Christian names,
the prohibition to own land, the
prohibition to hold public office,
the prohibition of their chifdren to
attend schools or to practice an
artisanship, the prohibition—to-em-
ploy Christian help} the destruc-
tion of their houses of worship, the
caricaturing of their physiognomy,
the segregation into ghettos and
camps, and finally, being burned
for no other reason than having
Jewish anccstry As one distin-
guished “objective” German his-
torian pointed out, . at least
the Nazis gassed the children and
women before they burned them;
the Catholic church burned them
alive.”

Anti-semitic interpolations

Tf the anti-Semitic interpolations

in the New Testament have caused

“

these horrible cutrages to be per-

petrated on the Jews fo

ters and one of the profound fig-
ures of modern Hebrew literature.
This fact has been accepted with-

78 Y. Agnon accepti;:g honorary degree from Dr.Belkin

out question by established criti-
cism,

However there is much less una-
nimity on the mterprecamn of his
works. At every point we are met
with “contradiétion and bewilder- _
ment. His intentions and designs
seem to be concealed in a shell of
irony, On the one. hand Agnon
himself is an assidubusly observant,
devout’ Jew. The majority of his

" works characterize #nd portray thc

intrinsic and prodcund tangib

ang rea G

perience whxch is founded upon
implicit faith in the divine® au-
thority of the Torah. Although
most ‘of the great modern-Hebrew
wnters rebelled agamst traditional

the future of the Jew in the mod-
ern world and scepticism as to

footsteps of others I would be su-
perfluous. I may be more influ-
enced-by-the Jew who brings me
kerosene for my, Shabbos lamp
than by all the authors who, they

say, have influenced me. T d6 not
feel’ myself to be thﬁe first or the
last or the one in the middle. I
feel that I am a man of Israel
who writes in the Holy Tongue.”

people, every one of which is
viciously anti-Semitic, The epithets
against the Jews are headed by the
sénrengzﬂtgedl—y spoken by Jesus,
addressing his own péople {and he
_spoke to no one else ever but the
Jews, in their svnagogue) tellmg
them: “You Jews are the sons of
the devil and do the devil’s work.”

[John 8:44] Well, how could
Jesus, a Jew himself, speak in such

Nobat Ttto the question _of Tiferary 1n- 4 4 hieh—shahel of
the other hand there is a current fuence: “The true writer does o e YeATs, “Orwhtch—th
breva PR . N 3 This New Testamem contains our time represents only a phase,
TRty 8 oy —fotrer—in—the—~féots .
lent in his works: anxiety as t0 others. 1f I had to follow in the o

(Continued on page six)

Grunblatt calls for
New Jewish Brand
Of Modein Living

(Continued from page one)
lieve, is an age not of obstinate
doubt, but merely of indifference;
ayght in the wild

YUPR

min’s a‘,jg to live up to the
divine precepts. Agnon starts with
a groundwork of faith in his
works, faith in the omnipotent
‘Creator. However he seems to feel .
rf'Aar _even. the_all-inclusive divinely -
inspired ‘Torah in which e ¢on-
fides and beliéves and whose com-
mandments and precepts he meti-~
culously obeys leaves much in hu-
man life which i is unexplained and
Qer.plexmg.

Agnon made some reveal-mg’

OntorrelinessWhen-I sit-and £ hisfather and mother Amsrican Jews
wnte, 1 feel no lonehfiess; Whell  and 2l his Kinsmen 7
1 am distracted from my work Book of love?

then I feel lonely. The one who
sits within his own four cubits of
space-—that is the true man.”
“Every man lives in his own
world, but there are moments
when he is also capable of ac-
cepting those thipgs that I think
-understand-now-—though

But such is the religion every
Catholic, and of course Protestant,

ZUNDER'S GROCERY
2551 Amsterdam Ave.
WA 5-2?10

tainly I do not understzmd them.
True understanding will come one
moment before death; then I shall
understand everything that has
happened from the moment I left
my mother’s womb until my entry
into the world of truth. I believe

.that a man does not understand

anything—he thinks he under-
stands everything, but he does not
understand, It may be that the
irdges in court know everything,
perhaps parliament knows every-
shing—-but in my opinion they de
not know. There are some mo-
ments when one grasps something
—a small part, a tiny gram of thé
world.”

Orrtrisrslaito-fosthe futiure:

Best B;Jys for
YU Guys

maelstrom of moderTHiving-have——

simply not expended the time or
energy to grapple with the car-
dinal issues of their lives. [f only
they would stop to think, their
embarrassment would bring forth
the will to reform.

That is the purpose of Rabbi
Grunblatt’s™ endeavor: to inspire

a uniquely Jewish brand of mod- -

ern living, one that demands wn-
impeachable committment to Jew-
ish values;yet allows for an ‘-
mersion in the mainstream of
American life—maintaining all the
while temperance and good sense.

ALEX STEINBERGER

ALEXANDER'S
STRICTLY KOSHER RESTAURANT & DELICATESSEN
CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS
"2502 AMSTERDAM AVENUE, NEW YORK

Teol, 9239023

One Stop Shopping!

he gave to radio correspondents
after  the news of the Nobel
Prize was announced. It was an
‘unrehearsed talk and, it is sueely
worth including in tl-us amcle

“I.have no plans. What G-d will
put in my mouth, that 1 shall
speak.” Certainly. these state-
ments hint at the complexity and

the enigma of the man.

We Feature & Complete Ling of . -
Books and Supplies for Al Students
Moog-lextbooks Boughtapd Sold .~

COLLEGE BOOKSTORE

“The Official Yeshiva Coliege Store”
2555 AMSTERDAM AVENUE ¢ NEW YORK, N.Y. 10033
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St. Louis Jews Adapt_ Talmud Shiurim Found qub. Feldblum Talks
ThroughoufEresz:sroeI On Halachic Process

To Diverse Difficulties
0f Suburban'Living

(Consinucd from_pagéefour)

mthodm Tx\u are at least within

of _a _minyan

by Alan Weinstock

" continues the tradition set by his

The first_of .a series of 'Im‘rnrm

ofthe_dnshei Knesses ha-Gedola

lho Bdb\lonmn Talmud con-

total

~predecessor the late Yitzhak Ben

Zvi when he invited the late Rabbi

on the Halachic Process was given
byRabbi-Doctér Meyer Feldblum

was Hd amidu Talmidim Harbeh
and 4 su Syag laTorah. Before this.

5

watkmg
Those that aren’t commute to an
area where there is synagogue for
Shabbos and Holidays.

1f the physical arm of commu-
nity organizations hasn't reached
the population, the far-outstretch:
ed intellectual™arm has. St. Louis
Judaisim, despite the area it covers,
now offers the rare cultural achieve-
ments of a Yiddish theatre group,
a multitude of religious workshops,
discussion groups and educational
bureaus.

* While it is true that suburban
Juc aism has forsaken the sgeurity
and strength of the "hettmd com-
munity, and that the sense and re-
alities of unity are no longer as
obvious as  they were, the
communiries themselves have . re-
sponded and become acutely ‘aware,
of the difficilties thev face. They
have adapted into a vibrant organ-
ization with increased range and
strength with the
void they must fll: ¢

once

commensuratc

Ignorance More A
Threat to Shchita
Than Legislation
by Nathan Spector
~While.many proponents of shehi-

- g ive hirsity confronting the-amti-— -

Jecki cement _the yeal threat

36 310
taitis-36-tracrate
chapters, and 2744 pages. The
members. of Becrot Titzhak, a re-
ligious labor kibbutz not far from
Lod Airport sat in for 2,744 eve-
nings until they had finished the
whole Shass; for seven and a half
consecutive years of evenings with-
out letting up---weekdays, Shab-
bos, and Yom Tov. During the
hour devored to study, 1ife stopped
at Berrot Yitzahk. No general
meetings, no committees. The sixty
midutes between eight and nirde
were sacred to the study of the
daf yomi—-Torak Liskma.” '

Shiur ar Dagania Bet

“For more than four years,
every  Shabbos afternocon  some
members of the Dagania Bet, the
veteran labor kibbutz have come
together. in the home of one of its
members for a Gemora shiur. They
have already - covered .four trac-
tates—Sanhedrin, Makkot, Bera-
chot, Shabbat.”

The picture emerging from
the foregoing excerpts taken from
the recent issue of “Amudim,” the
journal of the religious kibbutz
movement, is reinforced by ‘that
surveyed in a recent article ap-
pearing ‘in the Jerusalem syna-
gogue journal “Turei Yeshurun.”
The author calculates that at a

Jess do a daily stint of Mi shna

Simcha Assaf of the Supreme
Court to conduct for him 2 weekly
Talmud lesson. Today it is con-
duicted by Professor E. Urbach of
the Hebrew University and is
attended by an average of forty
students;  ordinary folk rubbing’
shoulders with VIPs in fulfilment
of 'the sacred duty of devotional
stitdy. There is of course also the
Knesset talmud lesson, already
widely publicized. Dr. Yaacov
Herzog, now Director-General of
the 'Prime Minister’s office also
conducts a shiur mainly for law-
vers, most of whom. are ex-yeshiva
students. '

Shiur of State-Comptreller

One of the longest established
shiurim is that held in the office
of the State-Comptroller which
begins a half hour before closing
time for -eivilservants.. This half
hour was donted by tht civil serv-
ice commission which agreed and
condition that the officials donate
a half hour of their own time.
One of the first shiurim established
in work hours in Jerusalem was
that of Yehiel Werker, the owner
of one of Jerusalem’s oldest He-
brew presses, Defus Halvri. There
are also shiurim for old age pen-
i in Cha-

is_the Tanya and one of whose

_fext

on Tuesday, Séptember 19. The
lectures are being sponsored by the
Religious Guidance Committee,

In his intreductory remarks Rab-
bi- Feldblum outlined the content
of.the lecture series. He said that
he would attempt to discuss the
Halachic Process in relatlon to
its historical context.

Rabbi Feldblum stated that the
first historical phase which con-
tributed to the Halachic Process
spanned from ancient times until
the year the Torah was given.

During this period, many codes *

rooted “in justice existed™ in “the
Middle East, e.g., the Hamurabic
codes. These systems of laws were
incorporated into the halacha. The
parts in the Torah however, which
deal with Rachamim, Chesed Ut
zedala, (for example A havas Haber

UkedoshimTihin) are unique with _

the children of Abraham.

" The next historical period Rab-
bi Feldblum dealt with he called
the Tekufat Shoftim u-Melackim.
This is considered a dark period
because there are no contemporary
sources as to the exact origin of
the Halachas. Rabbi Feldblum
therefore chose to pass over this
period and to g6 on to the phase
of the Anshei Knesses ha-Gedola.

.—Two principal accomplishments

time it is historically documented
that entire fewish communities- ag-
similated. Not since the establish-

B YupR
Rabbi Feldblum

ment of the dnshei Knesses ha-
Gedola has a Jewish community so
disappeared.

The ﬁnﬁl period dealt with by~
Rabbi Feldblum was that of the
Sofrim. At that time the Halacha
underwent interpretation, reinter-
pretation. legislation and amend-
ment. ’

At the end of the lecture, Rabbi
Feldblum entertained questions
from the audience.

to shchita is xgnorance dnd apathy,
o

ACCOTHITE T
president of the Sc hochtim Union
Local 370. In a personal interview
and in an article appearing in The
Daypone September 4, 1967, Rev.

Meltzer made the following com-

_.ments and observations.

Although modern technology has
greatly accelerated the entire pro-
cess of slaughtering, - packaging,
sporting, kosher slaughter-

American Jewish community has
" “neglected this important mitzoa.
In New York City, cattle shchi-
ta is non-existant. Most of the cat-
tle slaughter houses supplying this
area are located in upstate New
York., New Jersey, and Connecti~

cut. Some kosher meat, however,
comes from as far away as Denver,
Colorado and Sioux City, lowa.
Poultry shehita is still conducted in
the city proper; it requires consid-
erable less space for the process
than cattle skchita. Only a very
small amount of kosher poultry is
imported. .
Union benefits”

The Schochtim Union is like
any other union, providing its
memben with unemplovment com-
penﬂtmn sick benefits, and pen-
sions. It is comprised of two types
of schochtim—the poultry schoch-
tim (Local 491) and the cattle
schochtim (Local 370). The aver-
age age of the poultry schochtim
is between fifty and 'itventy years,
7 VerR €
_schachtim s bctwu:n forty and
sixty years of age. The aver
;ge weekly income for schocktim

in the. greater New York area is - Rome. I say this parlor Ecumenism ~

_{Continued on page seven)

~meai—beingconsumed .
Through ignorance and apathy, the *

regular attendants is President

Prof. Heschel

Comments on

study after Shacharis all over Is-
ek eRor s doneE—Jern
salem.

* Shiur of President Shazar

- It is also. interesting . fo note

thatthis Talmud study-is-net-con-
fined to professionals and to the
veshivot._.LFalmud _circles _are.pz:
tronized by laymen from every
walk of life. The example s set
by President Shazar hlmse/lf who

Shazar himselt

This sampling of the Talmud
shiurim conducted .in Israel indi-
cates that “thié prophet’s fiiessage,
“All thy sons shall be leatned in
the Law? still setves as an aspira-
tion and watchword to his de-
scendants in the Third Common-
wealth. -

Need to Reach Inner Life

{Continued- from page eight)
man and involved with him, not a

detached judge of man. “He is 2

theology to the extremely practical
topic of religious education® in

“*“Idols—in the—Femple;*-an—essay——

that should be especially meaning-

lover_engaged to his_people, not

only-a king. G-d stands in a pas-.
. sionatg relationship to man.”

Moving from the realm af pure

ful to Yeshiva students, Fleschiel

discusses the shortcomings of our

educational system. ‘“‘The chief
problém of religious education is

- ‘not only what- to' do with the chil-

dren who do not attend - religious

chools but what to_do_with_those

(Continued from page five)
they will not recur, again and
again, if the one billion Christians
of the world continue to be raised

in_the malevolent anti-Semitism

~Hirat s beenput —into~the-

Testament by Roman -Bishops-of
the 4th century. As long as the
anti-Semitic teachings remain in
the New Testament, we Jews will
continue to live in Christian coun-
tries in the shadow of this hate.
At any moment a new assault upon

Only Way

to Realize

because, while they stop us from -

telling the truth about the Chris-

tian guilt and responsibility in the

death of almost 10 million-mar-

tyred ]ews they refuse te-remove
Bible

_venom_ of _ the

brutal anti-Semitism.- - ~--—— -
Canon of Jew-hate

. Christianity is the only religion

in the world past or present that

has Jew-hate built into its caron.

Until such is extirpated we Jews

shall have no peace.

our people may break forth—from———We thank the Catholic Church

-the darkness of festering anti-Semi-
tism, In Poland, in Austria, in
Bavaria, in Hesse, in Argéntina,

in the Ukrame thqseefis of Gospelr

anti-Semitism are being sown in
every church of every community.
The churches and the Sunday
schools continue to remain as they

have been for 1500 years, schools -

of defamation of the Hebrews.
There are some Uncle Tom Jews

for the gift of Ecurnenic Dialogues,
but we wish to know nothing more
of the mysteries of Christianity.

We have learned -of them for al-
“most two thousand years; we still
have the taste of blood on our lips
and the acrid smell of our burned
childrén in our nostrils. And we
are certain they do not desite us to
enlighten them on the Old Testa- .
ment the latt:r }ns been an open

Ecumenism

vious anti-Semitic references to the
people of Israel and to stop teach-
ing tHeir children that we are the
devil’s brood.

To attribute to. God Himself

tatement_that the Jews are

_ tween pupil and teacher.”

who do attend.”” He focuses on
the. depersonalization of teaching
as a primary problem, the kind of
teaching “where the subject mat-
ter stands like an iron curtain be-
Not on-
Iy the ideas being taught, but-the
teaching itself, must be a signifi- -
cant h “The task_of the

Testament does is not faith; it js
blasphemy. :

Christian children raised in such
word-abominations about the Jews
as the Christian Bible contains will

hardly ever outgrow their disdain-

and contempt for the people of Is-
rael. Our,only hope is”that the
future will bring -another John
XXHI who will lead the Chris-
tian church on to the road of en-
lightenment and fruly contrite con-
fession of guilt, instead of profes-
sion._of an arrogant, pretentious

Ecumenic declaration that makes -

the People of the Book a brood
straight out of hell.
Until-such time, let us not cover

e
menic Dialogues and similar pre-
functory ‘displays of Judeo-Chris-
tian amity as a great gift from

_is no_more than a Trojan Horse, .

UWR *OT . o)
No furl.he)‘ lessons
We do not want any further
lessons from the Christian churches.
All we want is for them to take
out from their scriptures the ob-

5
by accepting the pretense of parlor

Ecumeénism as a true step toward

eliminating hatred from the hearts

of the Christian people, and- éspe-

cially the Christian youth,

studert and a midwife to our tra-

_ditian, At the hands of a clumsy

practitioner, ideas will be still-
born, the outcome may be a mon-
ster. At the hands of a master, a
new life will be: born:"’- It-is-use—-
less to teach moral values, Heschel
argues; without first culnvatmg
the soul, and challengmg it to
transcend itself. “You cah affect a
person only if you reach his ifiner

life, the level where every‘ﬁuman -

being is ifisecure and feels his.in-
completeness, the level of aware-
nesg that lies beyond his m'txcula—
tion.”

He coqlﬂ have addcd another

obviously. cares. It is this aware-‘
ness; the “depth theology,” which ~
Judalsrg s0-desperately rieeds if it

have an audieuce today,

-—the-sons-of-thie"devii-us=thie-New-teacher io-to be-a midwite o the ———
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Despn‘e Mmor Flaws, Agnon's. Days of Awe Remains
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' A Masterpiece of Inferesting and Relevant Literature

£ e cight)
#

man He lives in. his house and

resulting

£
each man's seeking a lasting peace
with i for

st y LA
TEIZNUoT.Our-prayers

[ live here. He sleeps in a bed and

apparent contradmtlon
of our feasting on the ninth and
fasting on-the tenth instead. Should

One, blessed be- He’ Agnon is  never beard to say that the time
speaking from his pulpit and we had come to leave the studying

repentance, our prayers of atonk-
ment, go for naught if we have
. failed in our primary responsibili-
ties towards every human being
with whom we have contact. It
is-they we must seek out; for it js
our remorse for our conduct with
them, for our failiags in. inter:
haman ethics,  that must precede
any pdardon for strictly spirirual
and personal transgressions.
Agnon’s urgency is revealing:
“For, there is no doubt that this
quality, enmity,-hinders the com.
___ing_of our Messiah, and is_the
reason why -our prayers are not
accepted while we remain in exile,
where there is no peace in our
* midst. . . . It is because of this
that we pass fromdownfall to
downfall, and every day is more
accursed than that which comes
“ before it There is oo d
G-d is righteous and it is we who
have done wickedly; our suffering
proceed from our own hand, and
not G-d’s.” It is for those who
turn what is'nonessential into the
essential that these days are come.
And four paragraphs after hav-
ing inspired us with his conceprual
eloquence, Agnon reminds us of
the meaning of peace in the world
of the poor. Quoting Midrashic
'l‘mtﬁhnu&rpnnprpir Tre-draws—

from the former the image of the.

Tsteep-om theground - We 1
that our. guiding prigciple is that
of charity, we understand its place
if we have understood the goal of
peace towards which we strive.
Rabbinic style

This is" the- philosophical power
of Agnon and it his here that his
literary genius blossoms, for it is
here that the language he employs
is indistinguishable from the la-
menting cries. of ancient scholars.
The rabbinic. style in the con-
temporary context of a plea for
peace created a beautifully con-
structed .synthesis -between reli=
gious morality and modern dilem-
ma.

There are many other “Agno-
ic” -levels to explore. The fear-
on Erey Yom Kippur of the ap-
proaching judgment, a fear that
comes to life in several rabbinic-
ally” natrated amecdotes that Ag-
non includes, proves to be an
interesting “point of comparison
between the 18th century psy-
chology and our own. For how
many would find it within their
experience to speak as did Rav
Zev Wolf, that as he awaited
his gfandfather’s blessing before
Kol Nidre, “I could see that he
wanted to speak, but his lips
were locked, and, it was not in

"his_power to open his holy mcuth

we not fast on the ginth day? The
canswer les in understanding why
eating is a necessary part of the
spiritual structure. Agnon, in the
name6f a CRassidic commentator,
explains that one’s proper approath
towards the consumption of Food
{that it enables the body to serve
(GGod in health) raises the poten-
tially holy fragments of the in-
ferior realm, the food, to the su-
perior realm {a phrase that goes
unexplained). And although most
people caf simply to satisfy a
physical - drive; this day the com-~ .
nfandment is merely to eat. By ful-
filling the letter of the law, even
withour the normally required at-
titude, we are able to erase all of
our -superficial eatings of the vear
gone by, This then prepares us for -
the tenth day, the Day of Judge-
ment, upon. which Teshuva (treat.
ed as conscious entity), which
of the superior realm, descends to
become av_ailable to man,

It would seem to me, and 1
do not mean to be disrespectful,
that as-a symbolic approach this
is, understandable, but if Agnon
is trying to pass this off for a
valid mystical concept, his meth-
od is hardly digestable.- The
author gives no indication as to
“the level upon “which he offers

fall easy prey, swilling prey, to his.for -awhile. . Yet o Erev Yom
horhiletics, Kippur they both left the Beis
Midrash early in order 1o be with -
with their families and prepare
them for the Day of Judgment.
These,are only fragments of one
of the chapters in Yamim Noraim;
there are thirty chhpters in the
abridged version- alone. This is
Agnon—depth, width. brilliance,

Finally the author, as a mas-
ter chef surveying an almost fin-
ished delicacy, knows exactly
whrere' to sprinkte his seasoning.
Though perhaps minutiae in re-’
lation to a more profound phil-
osophical point, through them the

readér cothes away with a much

sharper appreciation for the way balance, love, hashkafa. He
of life which Agnon reveres in
a dee; emotionalgsen‘e We havi The Editor -in-Chief and

P s M Governing Board note with

as an example the character of
the 18th century Gaon of Vilna
whose stringeney in the study of
Torah was Europeanly renowned.
Throughout the year he would
diligently keep record of the num-
ber of minutes he lost from study
on each day and prior to Yom
Kippur would total them in order
to repent for having wasted so
wmuch time.” Never was there
known a year, when those un-
occupied moments added up to
more than three hours. And we
read of Rabban Yohanan ben
Zakkai and Rabbi Akiba,
scholars who never left the Beis
Hamidrash while
still studying there, and who were

the greatest pleasure the en-
gagement of
Rabbi Meyer Berglas, J88
il
Vieki

to
Schonfeld, SCW °68

-preaches and exharts:
\mel\ and symbol
warmly and suc
and selection,
scholarship and prohmdx‘
LROYMous ')
great degree of q
Despite the faules,
nine vears of the book

he explains
; he nar-
There

ere

order i
thereis

ed with a

xistence
has not dented its value at all. The
reader, once he adapts to the tune
of rhe rone, can swing to a har-
that Agnon knew
herent is those Daps of .

A Thought on T'shuva

I‘\e time the rabbi of Rizhyn “that he was Iooklﬁw depr

two

another was

mony was in-

becaU§e of his awesome fear. the explanation, 3“5 Trom the ™ followed the advice of R physic™ asked: “Méir. m¥ Son.
deprived individual wno CTi Finally, hé opéned his mowth, tone of the P‘““s“k’“’ te-wottd—%i3n5"amd went to-Odessa o bare——troutitingyowH i ts—vour-sis
Wh\ am 1 Worse than any and trembling  said only “these indicate—to—me—that~—te—ig—quite inthe sea, agramdsonof-the-fam rememiber—that th rning makes
— — = words, ‘My childrén, if you cung Serioos—abott—the-—-whele—thi ous-Rabbi-FeeobEmd cas-living  up. £ evervthing”  Afeir an.
Problems Facing to God, it. will_be good for yow Agnon seems overly coucerned swered: “Why should I nor be

~ Shchita Examined

(Continued from page six)
~around $125; the same-sehockess

however, can earn as muc] as $200
weekly in upstate New York or

Connecticut. Shckita out of state

is usually done at large processing

plants where ten schochtim can do

- His very earlocks trembling

" with fear, he. would. stand before ..

his bookcase and ask the holy

volumes for forgiveness.” Al-
““though ~the “¢oncept of awesore -

fear before one’s God is as ver-
bally important-as it was two
hurfdred years ago, it is clear
that three genefations of secular
America. has made its inroads

the same Work fhat tC woutttak

forty schochtim to do if the plant
were located in the city. Accord-
ingly, the out of state schochtim
earn considerably more. The
schochtim® working in lowa earn
as much as $250 weekly.
According to Rev, Meltzer, be-
fore a person can become a scho-
chét he must_be highly versed in
——Geniora and Dinim. The—actual-
training begins after the basic Di-
nim of shchita are mastered and
takes anywhere from four to six
months depending upon one’s man-
ual dexterxty The instruction must
come from.another schochet and is
taiight—in the" same manner - that
any artisan would teach an ap-
prentice. At the present’time even
though there are' not any young
men, learnmg this art, there is no
~intmediate dafger tlifh?zwmfxbr}-
-ity. of kosher meat. With the in-
flux of . European schochtim to
Anerica after World War I, ‘the
needs of the American ]ewxsh
community have been - met. The
next decade however w1ll ,sec

-could }'eel intensely.—

with keeping himself out of it
and " allowirig the text fto ‘speak
for itself. The text is his, though,
and his attempt at aloofness
~creates an incomsistency that does
not sit very well.
Some Minhagim

But the mysticism is quite rare,
and the remaining mineteen-twen-
tieths of the chapter are most ap-

The Governing Board of troubled ? After doing penance I

bereaved be comforted among
the mourners of Zion and Je-
rusalem.

The rabbi of Rizhyn touched his
“arm and said: “Have vou never
wondered . why we read in _the
prayer: ‘. . . for thou art a for-

there. His name was Meir and he

Aetive phifosopiies- —peahmE. L Lo

And Agon’s power hiere is hardly
confined to his sociological infer-
ences. His greater power is rather
in the language that depicts 2 con-
gregation watching their rev fall to
the- earth in prayer, trembling at
his” trembling, “losing their sense
of reality,” “set afire with God’s

~mrammre- Thelr-hearts: -melt; they are.

being swept away, theif prayer be:
comes commurication. For the
moment we. close” our eyes - and
long to return and to share in the
spiritual experience in which a
whole community participated and

Communication difficulties
The inspiration however is not
always so easily come by. Occa-
sionally the author will employ

- —d ggadic. _and_mystical -references

that are comprehensible on the
symbolic levels but which are far
beyond my rational fathoming
powers. Although anything that is

incapable of being rationally un-

derstood can be disturbing, it is all

RN (02 (9 2091300} LA
schachtim retiring, leaving a 2 shorE
age of schochtim, unless some -of
", the younger “generatich starts to
learn "the art. As Rev. Meltzer
Kﬂrmz sheli Io notarti.”

non has re-created ‘rom the Mi-
drashic tradition and has re-crei ted
artistically, reveals the great ex-
tent that to which the author con-
siders the halacha and custom.as
vehicles for the transmission of
values, other than in their actual
performance.

#M&thuwmmsmm, for
example, that at-the noon-meal of
Erev Yom Kippur the loaves of
bread .are decorated with the figuré
of a ladder, to allude to‘the ascent
of the prayers that.will - follow
that evening. And after the Con-
cluding_Meal, the loaf of bre}%_;s_
removed and replaced by mihy
books which are covered with a
fine cloth. They remain like this
“unti} the closé of Yom XKippur,
as an allusion to-the fact-that-this
day is mighty and awesome, and
we must honor it not with food
and drink, but with Torah and
prayer.” And Agnon mikes refer-
ence to the European custom of
wearing a white and- clean- kizsel
for Kol Nidre. “Brothers, children

[ ;IMA ﬂﬁi\r’iisaﬁm:me M!h neep returning to _si ¢ and over
of Rabbi Dr. Samuel 'V[xrskv ﬂgnuj, as a dog returns to his
3t5°], and wish to extend tlieir vomit—and how - can I know

— sincere comdoh to-his-son, heth v—pegance- isstill ac:__
Rabbi David\Mirsky. May the cepred ?” 7

Tradstraved tro Teraetand 3 pargoner of

fathers. When Rabbi Israel heard =
about him, he-sent for him and
invited him t0 come. to Rizhyn.
He promised that all his expenses
would be taken care of. Meir
agreed.

He had sat at the rabbi’s tablé
in Rizhyn only a short time when
he made complete penance. One
day, however, the zaddik noticed

the tribes of Jeshurun’ Would it
not be enough to write: ‘You for-
give and pardon’? But just as it is
man’s way and complusion to sin
and sin again, so it is God's way
and His divine compulsion to for-
give and pardon again and again.”

*Tales of Hasidistn, Martin Bu-
ber Schocker Books (ed. 1961)
pg. 61

vo TN XN XN INEN XN IR IN .,
delicious

First Choice for
Happy FHolidays

KEDEM

WINES

21 DELICIOUS FLAVORS -

the moré so when you do not know -
- how the author meant’ thupassage

to be understood.
Agnon, for instance, deal -with

_the verse “and your souls shall be

aﬁicted on the ninth day,” and the

ot Isracl, consxder.,

garments which we are now. wear-
ing we shall go to the world

above, to,give a reckoning before ...

the King of all Kings, the Holy

i e
———AVAGABLE AT ALL LIQUOR STQRES
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Days Of Awe CrifiCaIIy Analyzed

by Bruce Cohen

It is not possible to summarize
any form of great literature with
an identifying phrase, with aoon=

with_a dominant theme, .

the verdict of Judah Goldin, who
wrote the introductidn, that in
Hebrew the literary style is per-
_fect, 4 must confess that thé’

are

However, these are small in-
conveniences in what is generally
a wondrous adventure, and I only

offer them.first to avoid giving the -

impression”that—it is..a. flawless _

and expect to “accurately convey
the essence of the work. However
the poem or the fable or the novel
becomgs significant to the reader,

that significance is inseparable
_from th ext which the author
creates; separable from the

totality of the piece, the symbols,
the juxtaposition of words and
sounds, the interplay of contrasting
forces .gnd characters. Twenty-
nine year ago Shmuel Yosef Agnon
began with a similar understanding
of the Yamin Noraim,-and in what
has become a timeless contribu-
tion to high holy day literature,
he masterfully wove together the
innumerable facets that serve to
form an indivisible unity.
Incredible anthology
Taking upon' himself an in-
credible” rask, Apmon created what -
_is_in certain ways an incredible
anthology. Having pored  over
thousands of texts and commen-
taries he selected from three hun-
dred of these the rituals, the cus-
toms, the symbolism, the mysti-
cism, the homiletics, the theres,
and the decoration, that -he-thought--
best transmitted he aura of The
Days of Awe. Documenting cs.,h
concept, each narrative,

—-———source for differences in cu custom

the 1966 Nobel Prize winner

uag Vpru often. the phra £
too dry, tli%"serﬁences too straight-
forward, the colot lacking .in the
words themselves. Though inter-
ested, and perhaps fascinated by
the custom under discussion, the
feader is tiot swept along by the’
language > itselt” The ™ aplifting
comes from a prior involvement
with the subject matter and is
not due to the author’s motiva-
tion.
Strange style

And the style is a strange one.
Very often Agnon will quote or
closely-paraphrase the commentary
of a sefer and then follow with
a transition paragraph of his own
but will take great pains to couch
his own comments in rabbinic
language. It is a brillant device in.
its unigueness and in the harmony
it produces between quotation and~
creation, but It is not “extraordi-
narily easy to becc;me comfortably
attuned ro.

“ter in which he Impresses us w

classic with which we are dealing.
But ‘theré is liftle else lacking.
Days of Awe-is an orderly, de-
tailed, impressive, warm, and the-’
ologically satisfying approach to

the most intensely personal days”

in the Hebrew-calendar. It is not

oo~ deeply philosophical; —iris-not-:

Hamevaser Special Reporl

Heschel The Insecurity of Freedom

P w

Dr, Abraham J. Hesche L is; un-

_deniably the bearer_ of the_tfle - fai
as the comﬂant .

"The  Theologian of conservative
Judaism. But untike o
gians, he. has also the umique
characteristic of being highly
readable. While reading him, you
know that you are in the presence
of greatness; when you finish, you
ber what-you have réad.

averstrewn with description of
ritual, it never becomes involved
with long-winded narrative; it is
balanced, it is radiant with its
author’s love for its subjeet, it is

in many ways beautiful. An ana-

Iysis of one chapfer will convey the
tone and depth of the work.

The most inspired pages of the
selection are undoubtedly those
concerned with the peace between
and among mankind that
stands out as a theme in the Yom
Kippur philesophy. Agnon’s words
burn with 7 fervéncy i the chap--

man

the salvationary aspect inherent in
" (Continued on page seven)

Three YU

Cut Long-Playing Record

__Three Yeshiva College students
‘calling themselves € i

Students

Baruch and \Ilchael have arranged

~Teaves for himsetf dm“mg “amsr have—reeent-}ym _a_lu.ug _Sons” exciting sound.

matwn Tito

.
pu.ymg Técord—atbum

The “Rabhis’ Sons” Tﬂ'eve that

2 he self-centered ego.”

" faith in our

A different “expericnce

Those who are acquainted with
Heschel's more weighty volumes,
such as*&~d In Search of Man or
The_Prophet” will find his new
book somewhat of a different ex-
perience. -The Insecurity of Free-
dom is a collection of various
speeches ™ anid - articles which--fall
rather naturally into three major
divisions which might be . titled
(though the author did not do so) :
“Saciglogy of Religion,” “Depth
Theology,” and “Jewish Responsi-
bility.” Heschel  begins his' first
section of essays By Examining the

Tth deterioration of the weaning of

religion in today's society, We
have made a kind of idol worship
of the satisfactiqp of our needs,
and religion is seen as just another
way of satisfying our mneeds” In
_making religion into a servant of
our egos, we have  givén R “the—
true freedom which is” the central
purpose of religion. For “freedom
is the liberation from the tyranny

by Nosan Roth--—

+) “the context in which treed,, ..
faitit and ritual come to pass, such

£, the
proper balance and e.mphasns of all
four elements. Theology often suf-
fers from preoccupation with only
orie .of the dimensions; neglecting
the inwardness of the believing'
- Iperson” ‘Depth ~Theology™ fs the ™ -
mystery and awareness of the re-
sponding soul. “No man is sterile.
Every soul is pregnant with a seed -

of insight . . . Such pregnancy is a
sense of the fullness of time, of
being withh meaning... We are
pregnant with a thought for which

we have no image. We are en-
dowed with a:song
not utter, with a word we do not
know how to spell. Then we open

a Psalm, and there is the sbng and

the word. Only then the song with-

in us grows. We pour it into a
deed; we fashion it into words,
Thut-the seng is never-exhausted.” __

In another tru[y brifliant essay,
“Confusion of Good. and Evil,”
Heschel uses an analysis of the
theology of evil as formulated by
Reinhold Niebuhr to contrast his
understanding of the Jewish ap-
proach to the “mystery of evik”
He concludes that we should; in-
deed, despair of attaining purity if
perfection were our-goal. But it is
the striving, and not the attaining,
which Judaism demands. The ul-

h—Theol i
epth ire:

hich wre can.

In discussing the true nature of

timate concern of the Jew "is not

N "’TBFJ age Hescm’r personat— ‘S&'}V&t—!ﬁﬂr m—umve;sal

Unfortunately bowever, I can
comment only on the English
rendition of the Hebrew work,
and a rendition that has “béen
condensed from the lengthy orig-
_ inal. Although havmg to accept

Thtrteen JSS Boys

Complete Summer

MM;Washu Kollel

Thirteen JS§ sophomores en-

--tered- the Camp Morasha summer

study program this past summer
with doubts as to their abilities to
learn Gemora. These boys, coming
from <diverse backgrounds, had
never been exposed to intensive
Torah learning, After a summer
of learning Baba Kamma, two
boys have entered RIETS afd
eleven are in the highest shizrim
in JS8, having intentions of con-
tinuing their studies in RIETS.
This record can be attributed
largely to Rabbi Sherman Siff, co-
ordihator and rebbe of the Kollel,

who imbued the boys with a love
for learning Torah and a desire
for living a Torah-oriented life.

The Kollel, though a separite

.entity within Camp Morasha, par-

ticipated “in camp functions and
utilized camp- facilities.. It fielded
a strong volleyball team, decorated
the shule, and put on a play. The
highlight of the season was-a fes-
tive siyyum held to mark the con-

_Left to right: Baruch, Label, Itzy, and Mike

traditional religious -music with a
contemporary folk beat.

“The ucleus of -“The Rabbis’
Sons” is composed of Label Sharf-
man, Math major, JSS, Y.C ’70;
Itz Weinberger, History ‘major,
RIETS, YC '70; and Michael
Zheutlm Psychiclogy mmajor, Ri--
ETS, YC '69, - .

Written by Clui_t .

Their album has applied a niod-
ern folk beat to Chasidic melodies,
many of which have been written
by Baru(.h Chaxt a- rabbinic stu-

ChofataChaton .

‘I’n “The§ tams

“Faith implies striving for
faith. It is never an arrival; it is
always being on the way, man’s

ness. Faith comes with the dis-
covery of being needed, of having
a v__,.&f bel!gkﬁi dof

. ,Nor is faith tobe found in alogi-

cal’ progression of theorems and
proofs. “Faith begins in embar-
rassment, in being overwhelmed,
ir being silenced. . . . He who

of Man,” where he points- out the
duality of ‘the nature of created

“effort 1 comeout-of-his-eallows. 021 - on the one hand, created

iny the image and forsi St Grd;and -

on the other, created from the
lowly dust of the earth, It is the

P

of man which challenges him _to
holiness — to act in the likeness
of G-d —- and yet enables G-d to

deal compassionately -with .man
d—toforaive—hio—sh i

0 seek G-d 751 A bHdge

ettt Pl P
G=d TS trtmatety—concermed —with

abstract demonstrations will
arrive at a castle in the air. Only
a bridge made of life itself, of

. déeds of compassion, of instants

(Continued on page six)

" mzPs

traditional religious music can at-
‘tract more young people if it is
performed with harmonies- and ar-
rangements relevant to_their time.

In ‘concert, “The Rabbis' Sons”
entertain with American folk and
topical songs (some"of their own
-c0 and Tsraeli and Cha- .
sidic melodies. This past summer
they were accorded a rousing re-
ception by a young crowd of 7000
even though the young minstrels
at the’ Rheingold Music Festival,
don’t twist, 'moan, .or gasp, and
do wear sujts, t1es, and only eénough

" B
TPy ek oD

ZLh

of wonder, of moments of rever-
ence, will lead us to an under-
standing of what faith has to say.

. The central issue is not man’s
deas on._to_extend "formal recog-
nition t fu

"a certificate that he exists, but the

realization. of our importance to
G-d’s .design; not to prove that
G-d is alive, but to provi t

, to furnish G-d with—at the tack

Added to Riets
On Freshman Level
The following is a brlef glimpse

college Rebeim, Rabbi . Reuven
Abermarnrand Rabb} Harold Kana-
topsky.

A native of C}ucago Illmoxs,

man is not «dead; mot to prove ™ Rabbi Aberman’ received his- re-

him, but to prove ourselves.”
“DPepth Theology™
One of Heschel’s most impor-
tant contributions is his analysis
of what he calls “Depth Theolo-

7 "T'he ‘problem is that veligion

has been reduced to an institution,

“a theology of symbols and rit

ual. We often. lose. sight of the
basic “pretheblogical” condition of
man — the questions to which re-
ligion seeks to- give .the: answers.

Kamma. The atmosphere at the -

siyyum’ was pervaded with the at-

titudes acquired ‘through a sum-' )

mer of Torah study!
%-

and the son of Rabbi Morris
Chait, . guidance " director. of. -JSS.
the music on the record and also
‘accompany on guitar, with a bass

i1 cover=their
have also. performed on radm sta<
tions WRFM and WEVD as
well as having'.given college con-
certs.” B .

‘The:

of religious existence
mg, or cxeed 2) f{faith inwardness, "
“the intima

of ‘religion;* 3) the -
- law, the diiiiension of the. deed;.

ligious training, including Semicha -

.. in both Yoreh Yoreh -and Yadin

Yadin at the Hebrew Theological ~
College of Chicago (now located

in Skokie), and his secular knowl-
“edge, inetuding 2 BA i psychol———~
ogy and an MA in educztmn, from
Roosevelt University in Chicago.
Born in Brooklyn, Rabbi Kanatop-
skyisa product of the YU “school’
systen, attending Yeshiva High .
School and Yeshiva College. «

Smuclm from
1y ‘working on-his PhD in chlsh
phdasophyw






