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- Yavneh On Campus:
The Challenges Met

" Background and Hopes
Listed by Current Leaders

The college campus 13 a place
where young and  women
make their first serieus attempt at
evaluating and eventually choosing
their ideals,” values, and beliefs.

men

More than most aothers, the obser-
vanr Jewish student finds himself
beset with specific intellectual and
practical challenges and decisions.
“To ~p981\ concretely, for the first

must about obtaining a
kosher meal, finding a place to
pray, or a teacher and class with
whom he can continue his Jewish
education. In short, for the first
rime, the student must choose to be
i Jew—and this ix often a ‘most
difficult choice.

worry

To help one another meet this
sype of challenge, eighty students
representing thirteen eastern col-
1960,

leges mer in February, and

piost_GF s meanin

'Exodus ~EXperie_hce Emphasized

. by ivan Esterman
TDoctor  Yitzchak
chairimen of the history depart-
ment of - ¥eshiva University  and
rabbi of Riverdale Jewish Center
spoke to members of Yavneh ‘at
Columbia University on November
21. . His. announced topic, “The
Meaning and Purpose of Life”
was revised by him and accepted
by a vote of the audience to in-
clude only “The Purpose of Life
From a Jewish Perspective.”

_ Doctor Greenberé began his lec-
Fure” by questordng whether ther.
. is personal “significance in life or

not. He first pointed to the tragic
historv of man as proof that life
is meaningless, bur then cited Yet-
zias Mirzraim as evidence of God's
concern for man and of the infinite
worth of the human being.

VAR is 6n the samewave—
length as God.” said Dr. Green-
berg. and therefore can rclate o
Him. It & s because of man's Tzel-

Greenberg,”

the holidays such as Pesach, Succos,
and Shavuos are attempts to relive
Yetzias Mitzraim in whele or in
part, The Jewish people as the

TUPR

Dr. Greenberg

Chosen People must bring the mes-
of the Exodus—the human
¢ is of inhnite worth—rto the"

s
because—1r-

and pur-

o

—different times and circumstances
require vastly different respon-
s,

Dr. (reenberg concluded his
vith_a discussion of three
orical events which have
seemingly contradicted "the mean-
ing of the Exodus. Modernization
of the Jewish community through
scientific and  economic  progress
has led to the vision of a world
redeerned by science, and made the
Mitzvos and  Messianic  doctrine
seem obsolere. The tragedy of the
vazi holocaust has shattered the
codus at it 3
most blotting out the concept of a
meaningful existence. The redemp-
tion of Israel by apparently’secular
forces has pused grave questions to
the basic renets of Jewish Ortho-
dox philosophy. Because these three

historical developments seem to
newate the Exodus, there

dency to deny their existence in
order to go on living as "before.
This is not the way to meet the
challenge, *but .rather these events

Thilst be met head o ad -somehow -
d———— — _ ______ he incorporated into the Exodus

(‘Rabbi Fabian Schonfeld speaks on Hasidism for Yavneh.

founded YAVNEH. The partici-

explam to a non- ]e“ 15h roommate
=~ why he has to rise early every
morning and put on fefillin; he
may have to explain fo a professor

whh ¢ take an examipation

pants of the founding convention
agreed on several aims for the

organization: -
a) To provide Jewish education
on campus - through weekly

N 1
the—centrar—

pose-rtife s

= A person Wi ha»e _more or. Jess
J

ounidation, al--

s @ ten-

tive experience of Judaism. Dr.
Greenherg maintained that the ka-
ily a guide to five by
the experience of ‘the Exodus, and’

Mussar and Ethics one best v
Paretzky’s Subject
In Guidance Series

erniny s Hfe—depending
his particular situation and is re-

\pon\iBle to the miision‘of Ehe

m ‘and circumstanee. Dr.
berg pointed out thar there is no
one_best way to serve the Exodus

three problems seriously, it shows
we dor’t take the Exodus seriously
unerpremnon of human

A’ qunnon and answer permd
Tollowed the lecture. - -

Wyschogrod Vietnam TheSIs Probed

or_attend a class on Saturday; he

(Continued on page ¥

“Packsh H. — Re-

Hecriod og Mussar and Ethics” was

Liebman's_Reply Provides Guidelines

Rav Lessin Leads Weekly
Mussar Vaad Discussions

Rabbi Israel Satanter zt”l was
once approached by an extremely

busy businessman who asked how ~

———heshoutd-spend-the next half hour;

the ‘only free time he would have
that day. He had not yer put on
his. #'fillin o davened, but the
grear Rabbi replied that he should
use the time for learning mussar.
Amazed at their Rebbe’s advice,
Rabbi Salanter’s students quoted
their renowned teacher a Gemora
stating that a person who-misses
the mitzvah of £ fillin even one day
loses his share in the world to
come, The Rabbi calmed his stu-
dents by assuring them that if this
man will sincetely learn mussar
he -will then find the "time for
¢fllip and many other maasim
tovim as well,

Learnmg mussar can surely ac-
? 3 +hi Liit hearing

dents, Rabbi Lessin
has himself published several out-
standing mussar - seforim—has for
the second consecutive year or-
;amLed a  mussar  TaddTevery
Thursday from 2:45 to 345 in
the Main Building, room 211, At
these seminars, various passageé in
Tanack and the Talmud are dis-

cussed for the great lessons in

ethics. that can be derived therein.
The deeds of the Avos in light of
mussar, the significance
Twelem Elokim and the principle
“Love thv ngighbor as thyself,”
and’ “the “spiritually eleva&'mg
thoughts of ng David are soie
of the topics that are thoroughly
analyzed and exponded. upon for
their mussar content. At'a recent
va'ad, the middah raah of A4ksha-
nus as displayed by the Jews who
left Egypt was-discussed, and it

mussar from -one. who is steeped
with an intimate kihowledge of the
Lithuanian mussar nt can
accomplish even more. Fortuna-
tely for Yeshiva University stu-

. Was, ponnteam

shlita, who

of - the -

the subjeéct of a lecture presented
to the student body by Rav Faivel
Parerzky, = Rosh  Yeshiva in
RIETS, on Monday night, No-

] - PR
Rabbi Paretzky

“vember 13th; in the Rubin Hall -

by Bruce Cofien

I'o most minds, the mention of
the Orthodox Jewish community
brings the image of a community
insensitive to those moral, social,
and political crises of our day.that
do not -directly refleet Jewish -in-
terests, It is my fervent hope that
not ‘many of thcse critics had the

last l'mu“x of Tradttwn (Wmter,, -
+1966), in which Professor Michael
Wv;c}m;rod of C.C.N.Y. discusses
“T he Jewish. Interest in Viet-
nam.” Their criticism would only
be sharpened and their alienation,

* deepened, and just.iﬁably so.

For Wyschogrod has attempted
to convince us that the Jewish
community:has a vital interest in
‘Vietnam-and-that-this.interest must
bring us to seek the American vic-
tory that has so far eluded us, But
his distortion of issues, his twisted
semantics, his transformation of a
negligible point into a major point,

Shaul. Thxs stimulating talk was~-and. his own undercutting of the

i £ Lectuzes ed

the stubborress of #'nai Yisroe! fad -

disastrous effects on the futare of

klal Yisroel, nevertheless 4 kshanus
(Continued on page 3)

by the Religious- Guidance Depart-
ment. o

Rabbi Pare:iky commenced by
‘.,('Ctm‘linued on page 8)

whole force of bis argument, do a

) .
Fortumatcly;Br—Charles Lieb

man, chairman of the political
science department at Yeshiva,
has replied strongly to the Wy-
schogrod article in-the latest-issue
of Tradition (Spring-Summer,
1967), and using his outline, I
would like to elaborate iipoi my

criticism  of the Wyschogrod
thesis.
—Dr—Wysch d-_begins by

HAMEVASER wishes to
call “attention to the c¢xpand-
ing scope of its news cover-
age. Constructive comments,
pro ‘or con, and suggestions
should be submitted to News
Editor Bernie Suskewicz, Ru-
bin 323.

couching his Vietnam argument be-
-tween-very valid objections to the
behavior of many secular- Jewish
libérals, Quoting Tédlmudic sour-
ces, Beis Hillel, and citing class:
“room experience, he.argues that it
is hardly“immor.al to be aware “of
and to defend- one’s self-interest.
“'What s justice if not _the defense

great. disservice -to_the crucial

ssue of Vietnam and to the posi
fion. 6f. the Orthdox o
relation to it. , k

“of legitimate interests? And who

self-interest if pot those who are .
T {Cortimied on Page 3y -

will ‘seek to defend "a particular
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- HAMEVASER viable fur three thousand yeals—yl dolai.  From The Edkors Desk
L Torah and roshei haveshiva. Ch I
"Y Jhlv:tutx?i:emty As for the “new division'f proposed by The F ower ' ren
es] N | o ; .
New York, New York 10033 the Commentator, it is our underc:l"mdm'g by Jon Bioosbers
GOVERNING BOARD that the projected E MC program will serve -
- JON-BLOC T LN PUrpose. A wceut STvey of The commuTiity-of Halght-Asbury T-Saf Fran-
Editor-in-chief - cfore eﬂ&elsm—eﬁ— t of the approximately 5,000 so-called “flower -chil-
. AVI KASTEN » Y. SKOVRONSKY' our yeshiva, we would suggest an examina-  dren” (or hlp])les) living there, about 1,000, Tully twenty per cent, are
Associate Editor Senior Editor tion of the sorry altermative that they would  Jews. What makes this situation sa dlstmbmg is not that these Jew.sh
ARTHUR WALTUCH JAY MARCUS teenagers are leaving their homes, the traditional centers of Jewish life

Executive Editor Managing Editor
- BEZ. —
* Contributing Editor Contriliuting Editor.
MICHAEL BASHEVKIN ‘BERNARD SUSKEWICZ
. Feature Editor Néws  Editor
NATHAN SPECTOR IRVING BODI‘{ER
Composing Editor Operations Editor
JEFFREY SILVER JEFFREY ROTH
Research Editor -, ‘Current Events Editor
AARON KINDERLEHRER JOSHUA ZDANOWITZ
Copy Editor Makeup Editor --

Response

It is sad cnough that certain elements
at Yeshiva reject the relevance of roshei
hayeshiva and their, opxmpm to matters on
the world scene. This view, however, has

beew possibly strengthened by rthe. tone of _

last week's editorials in the Commentator,
as it'is implied that even in such matters as
teaching Talmud our roshei hayeshiva are
simply out of step with the times.
HAMEVASER, while welcoming the

. ) o .
~Comrmremtato the—religious di-

Tt est—Ht

spending his vacations in academig pursuits.

profer.

» ‘—Tﬁ_t‘ﬁ’nl’y*sn:uuuuu

The infrequent vacations at Yeshiva of-
fer many students the opportunity to return
home for a visit. But since some of the va-
vacation le‘]Od‘% are so short, gtudents who
live a distance from New York dften remain
in the dormitories, and for them these short
vacations provide the optimum .opportunity
to read, study, and do research papers.

In view of this fact, the policy of clos-
ing the Pollack Library and the Gottesman
Library on legal holidays when classes are
dismissed is totally incomprehensible since
this is precisely when many students have.,
the desire to use their facilities. The policy

the library administration’ who apparently -
cannot conceive of any Yeshiva student ""l"‘

We request, that- the libraries remain
open during vacation periods (with the ob-
vious exception of Pesach.)

in two w

The primary thing that the flower chitdtooks—for-is
life; he expects to find that meaning in-beauty — hence the flower as .
his symbol. ‘He is very sensitive to. the cruelties that man perpetrates
daily against his fellow man; he sees infinitely more meaning in coop-
erative and |e<pectful relations between men — hence his preference
for love (nor just in the particular sense) over avar (national, inter-
national, and penonal)

and values, but rather that they are forsaking Judaism, within which
all thar they stand for, at least phxh)saphxulk can very e:mly be found

BT

All this is fine and admirable, yet the ﬂower child believes that

he is saying something new. The quest formeanmg in lifg is not a new
one; men have sought it since the beginning of time. Above and beyond
searching for it, the Jew has found and continued ‘to find it for over
3,000 year. He has found it irr God and in His Torah, i.e., His revealed
will, and what; he asks, could give more meaning to Ilfe than the
ability to understand and cherish it as the pursuit of the fulfillment of
God’s revealed will? Furthermore, he has no need to search for meaning
in physical beauty—spiritual beauty is quite enough, indeed, more than
displays a short-sightedness on the part of enough
The fower-child, moreover, feels a strong need for ar escape from

because man has become a machine, - forever runmng “around .

like the proverbial chicken without a head, he, who is tuned in to what
life really should be, must get away from it all. He accomplishes this
first, he completely divorces himself from society, setting
up his Haight-Ashury or East Village community, and second, he takes
hallucinatory drugs. The first is a Iong-range measure; the flower chlld

1 N

vistons, must take strong ;\ceptlon to the
tone of the umquc presented by that news-
paper. While recogmzing that the language
of the Commentator was suficiently vague to
T Teave room foFse

Cr A INTeTpretations . W .. ..

JSS Mishmar

It is with the greatest pleasure that we
note the recent institution of a JSS mishmar .
—.on_Lhursday.

ase concerned by a tone that runs through- \cheduk. constg of two T00mifite” Pe- ._The Jew b\ contrast, has _a more comtrucme tandem of escapes
out_the editorial. We rejcct the =SS Gd F—elass c_sfudent . -
- ! AR A Fids e 7 OIEen Tends 4 sorent - he has no Fndav night bndge game, no Saturday

night. Because of the JSS b expected 0 ¢

believes that what he stands for 1S ultimarety
as a whole. and he is thus \ung to sit it out until sociery wakes up
(the inevitable result, of course, is that he becomes a social outcast).
The second escape is a more immediate measure — after all, one cannot
ontinue to be stagnated while society sits on its heels.

mise-that the rerms and the vardsticks used

ToTe-b

despite himsell t0 viow Iis gzmora shint—as— o

for measuring a college curriculum can be
applicd to the study of Torah.

“We are told that the RIETS curriculum
"T"‘h"m‘d'mtdx - car. Lithna-

£i00S.

¥ footbatt ZamEs; o

just another class, thc result being that—it
becomes easy for him to forget that he is
attending -a yeshiva. This newly-instituted

nia.” Surely the criticism could have been
. far more devasting had it been noted’ that
the basic subject matter and curriculum used
have not altered since the days of Sura and
Pumpedisa. The resurgence. of Orthodoxy in
\XHLTILJ today is ‘indeed a tribute to the
herits £-theEuropean yeshivos. The suc-

experience of learning in the traditional
manner is y an important ‘step “te-
ward rectifying this unfortunate situation.
We were also heartened by.the presence
of Rabbis Besin, Chait, and Riskin at the
mishmar and hope other rcbbelm will he
present in the future. -

cess and influence of not only N
of Lakewood, Telshe, Ner Yisrael, and
Torah I'odaas certainly indicate that Torah
as taught in the traditional fashion is not
“largely oblivious to the' new society and -
student it must serve.”

Without passing judgment on the merit
.of students dictating college - curriculum
changes to the administration, we must how-

—————ever—st & thas the—spher.
limud Torak the initiative and style be for-
mulated by those who have kept our faith

of—thesc essential courses in . Jewish thought

In the last issue o HAMEVASER, we
cxpressed the need for high-quality Jewish
Philesophy courses at Yeshiva. We regret
the oversight committed in that there does
exist a Jewish Philosophy course taught by
Rabbi J. Shmidman " which méet’ii]e “trigh
standards that we expect of all coksses. We
lament, however, the lack. in numbers of

just a

and hope that more of thcm will be offered  wher
in the near future. ~

Letters To The Editor

Eve bashes.
mately more beneficial to society, he ‘remains active in society to the
fullest extent possible without compromising what he believes, ferveatly
hoping and praying that society will eventually come around. The Jew
- i a -human.being too, and thus he.too lacks infinite patience; as a result,
he is furnished with a natural immediate escape from reality — Shabbos.
True, says he, man is rapidly.becoming nothing more than a.machine’
but that’s not sa terrible as-long as it is only six days a week. Shabbos,
the sevénth day, must be a day comp}.btclv devoted to an escape from
the cruel realiries of the workaday world and an escape to the ultimate
" réalitiés of the spiritu
The flower child,

T unPul tamnce-tor

Y et thou

Teb no_New _Year's
hat-he holds_ dear fo be ulti-

)
e

1
T te—too—bet

world. .
finally, seeks “identity.” He feels he is rapidly
.

the-world; he-sees himself as

cog in an

hair, strange

clothes, unustial pamted tattoos on his face and body, ‘etc. This to him .
is identity:;

The !e\x, on the other hand, strives for identity in commitment
to God; to him, this is true md:v1duahtv He knows that he means some-
_thing bet.auc.c he has
him which’ gives him
feels a sense of perﬁon'l] mission in life — nearness to God to be ful-
filled through mzlzvos .

-

his tzelem Elokim, that part of his Creator within
a?i)eét of His Unid’\ieﬁ?« In-addition; the Jew

is_a_most burning question: &

.exa.mmr_rj.lmn,
where has the failure been? Why are there so many Jewish hippies —
after all they are not stupid! The answer is a familiar and tragic one:
lack of Jewish education. These young people have not been inculcated
with the ultimate Jewish values which can provide them with what
they reach out for — indeed many, if not most, do not even know they
exist; and this tragic situation must inevitably continue,
younger generation are shown the way to what they seek through good

unless the

T'o the Editor:

[ take issue with Mr. Kraut's
evatuarion of the reasons_for the
American Jewish community's

to-
wards Israel prior to the recent

stance of “positive neurrality”
crisis. First, I would like to call
attention to an apparent contra-
(huum nhnh would benetit from

+ 15 Lanihs
Thrification:

coitvince us to relate positively to
it.” He calls this position a legiti-
mate response to experience on the
one hand, and on' the other he says
that he isn’t justifying it.

Such a position is neither a legi-
tinwite response nor is it the result
of positive neutrality.

The creation of the State of Is-
rael in 1948 was an act of God.

and I don’t mean money — during
its formative mandate years,
Where were all the religious Jews
_during the years after 1948 when
‘the character of the State was be-
coming more clearly developed and
defined? Where were all the reli-
gious Jews in 1967? You' can’t.
very well have a religious State if
rlw xdq,mm. Jews refuse to live in

Jewish education. The burden_of providing themh with such an educa-
tion. is a heavy one, and it rests squarely upon the shoulders of shose
of us who are truly committed to Torah Judaism.

FREEDOM OF CHOICE

Same organizations, which provide death benefits for th;)'t";nem-
b:_ars; appoint a so-called “official” funeral director.

1t'should be understood, however, that the membav-family is NOT
obliged to use .this “official” director in order to receive the or-

N ization's death benefits.

Mr. Kraut would have us be-
lieve that p
ment stemming {rom disappointed
dreams and from cohcrete religious
strife is the (‘\ause of positive neu-
trality,. A ndn-Messianic, secular
state, he savs, “Could morpossibly

hological disil\usion;\

However, the SIEaton was Tt

Feraet:

yesh meyayin, out o nmhmgnus
The early pioneers who gave char-
acter to the development of the
State were primarily irreligious. 1f
the State of Israel is a secular state
today it is because the religious
Jews didn't contribure enough —

Secondly, if there are aspects of

modern Israel which a religious

Jews doesn’t like, then the mature
response is to go there and change
‘the situation. And if there were a
huge aliyah of religious Jews, the
(Continaed on page 6)

Under New York State-law, the family may ma T
with any funeral directer of Its cholce. The law is quite specific:
freedom of choice is always the family's preragative.
RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL, INC.
Carl Grossberg — Solomon Shoulson Dlrec!ors
YC 47 RIETS '49
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- by Harold Horowitz
.
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Infereshng Consedueﬁées Of Snx Day War
The Question Of Binyan Bayis Hashlishi

(Deuteronomy 12:5); when we are

torr—that—does
" build the Holy Temple in its time,
is_considered as if it destroyed the

the destruction of the
Temple by the Baby-
lonians, the question of rebuilding

i ___the Holy Temple has arisen many-
_ a time among Jewish thinkers and
scholars. In the wake of the recent
Six-day War, the problem has once
again become a focal point of atten-
rion among rabbis and Jewish
leaders in Israel and the Diaspora.
There is no simple solution to this.
vexing problem, bur I would like
to examifit the various halachic
N aspects to thig timely question]
Many of our sages feel that
Jewish people eannor rebuild
Temple today. Rashi is of the
opinion thar the. building of the
Temple which we are waiting for
- will be in a complete and perfect
form, and it will come directly
from heaven, as.it sa
Sancturay, which Thy hands
established.”  (Exodus  15:17)
(Rashi Succah 41:1). This view

Segond

the
the

The Editor-in-Chief and Gov-
.} erniog Board of HAMEVA-

haYeshiva and remind them
. of the following schedule for
Ma’ariv.

Dormitory i\nagngmm

— M Beis Mu!m ,
Sundown and 10 P.M.

“In the.

have

d- 10 go up to the Bais
Hamxkdash the singular pronou‘n‘

Jewish King, a Prophet, the Urim
I Tumim, and a full court of 71,

Wyschogrod’s Vietnam Views
Subject Of Careful Analysis

{Continued from- page 1)

diréely  affected? Do not innu-

frain from stressing the selfish in-
terest. We do not live in a vacuum

YOU' is used; this 1mplxes that

time should go up to the Temple,
and that if one doesn’t, be is in
fact preventing the building of the
Temple, because the Jews are not
united as ofie: This—ureity

Jews is also used to argue against
Building, in ihat 7ovfsa  small
minority of Jews today are actual-
ly praying and hoping for the re-
building of the Temple, while jt
is necessary that most Jews have
a fervent desire to erect the Bais
Hamikdash.
Everlasting Holiness

The Rambam maintains that the
origindl holiness: of the T'énple
which began from the rime of
Shlemo, is everlasting on the site
of the Holy Temple, since the de-
vine presence never leaves the area.

(Laws of the Temple, Ch. 6, Law
14y The R'dvad feels however,
that  the “original sanctification

made by Solomon is not everlast-
ing, and even,according to Rabbi
Yosi, who feels thar it is eternal,
the holiness applies only to the rest
of the land of Israel and not Jeru-

expl'nm that all details in structure
of the Femple were given to-King
David by Samuel in a wrirten
document, (Yerushalpi Megillah
Perek 1, Law 1) We do not have
these There

plans today. exist
many great, ‘disputations among
Rishonim and  Achronim, as to

exact measurements, and due to the
many " grear discrepancies among
she we cannot build
Temple until Mashiach lavs out
the exact plans.

These are: a few of the many
arguments against the ‘building of
the Temple hat are some
of the argunfents for the rebuild-

~itig of the Téipple that counteract
the opposing views?

The Rambam in his enumeration
the Commandments lists the

building of the Temple as one of

the laws given to us in the Torah.

Despire rhe fact that we constantly

views

of

the

—«mo&dfldenuf% with “}é\x'\h

causes.
Dr. Wyschogrod
nor chauvinistic about such things,

Howeler,

and very logically modifies the ex-
-rtent to which we can extend this

SER extend wishes for & [| saterm—He—furthes s say
happy Chanukah to all d'nei that Ezra knew that Jerusulém

and the Temple would be recon-
secrared ar some time in the future.
According to this theory, the place
of the Holy lemple doe~ not_have
e FullTsanctify.
would have ro_rededicare it, w

feels thar the Jews will never
again build the Temple themselves,
but wil] receive the Third Temple
in itf Anished form from G
directly.

The Chinuch (Mitzva 95) also
feels that we cannot build the
Temple today, because most Jews
do not dwell in the land of Israel.
The basis for this requirement for
- all Jews to dwell in Israel as a

_ prevequisié for bultding e Ferr

SHA-
“You Shall Come there”

Avraham’s Behavior
_ Topic Of ‘Mussar Vaad

. (Continued from page 1)

can also be at times an asset. Thus,
4

pre
. MAH,

TTTiTalso maidtaimed by Tovaforwhe-

pray for the coming of the Mes-
siah, and’ the evenrual rebuilding
of the Temple, we are aware of a
basic tener of Judaism, “din Som-
chin 4! Hanes” “Don’t depend on
a™¥M

comes 1o a commandment froni the

eciatty i —— hurp anather group.

YUPR
Dr. Liebman

principle pf self-inrerest. For wher-

ever defending thar interest would

or whereser

-mot—defending  thatinterest—woutd-

“none of which we have today  merable Bistorical experiences dicbor st constder—th 4 b
(Sh'vuos 15:1), rate that if the Jewish community  cff of our natonalistic  be-
--Lhe foiirth-reason-that we can’ - ok_afrer its own, then havior. .
.rebuild the Temple today is that  irs own will not be looked after? Assmm_‘—‘
Wwe are not sure of its exact dimen- -1 ik a sad facr, and one we formula, Professor Wyschogrod
sions and measurements, and other  acknowledge, thac many Jewish feaves us in the lurch in trying to
{eq]u;rcmex»\ts” "CCSSSH".‘" in the liberals tend to do their best 1o relate a Jewish self-interest to
24 &I R e e haln

Vietnam and to the antiswar posi-
tiori of “the Jewish liberal. For it
would seem that in order to make
any point at all he would have to.
set up the case so that the Jewish
interest is of greater import than
any of the other consequences of
this war, and that it stands op-
posed to other more objective
judgments of the situation.

If we agree with the Adminis-
rrarfon position, 'to point our the
Jewish would
serve only (o strengiheR OUT TOm—
and  would involve no
change in vur active position. We
would defend the war effurt even
there Jewish interest. -
Therefore . the worthwhile
reason thar could motivate a con-
tributor to an Orchodox journal
emphasize the Jewish interest
would be ro point our ro those wha
wppose the war that they also op-
he intere the Jewish
o Vietn: He™ st say —
that it should persuade us to de-
wnd the war efforr even though

_interest involved

viction

were no

oniy

o

of

we oppose it on other grounds.

If we understand this then we

< -ndeTstand—the - wtter Jack o = =

would he impassible, since the con-

cration by FEzra was done with a.

~—— Editor Emeritus

Torah we must act, and not sotely

L

{Continued on page

Hetp—armther—group—he savs thar _subsiange in_the article. For Wys-
wEaTe 7 4

—— {Lontinued on page )

The Perils Of Plurallsm

“It is our duty to reconstruct our lives so that they are in agreement
with the eternal traditions. and not to secularize and reconstruct our

heritage so that it may agree with
pears on the Jewish horizon.”

every fanciful movement which ap-

In-Traditional Iewcish Thought

i)

Rabbi_Dr. Samuel Belkin

by David L

ki,

lowing that none had thought feasible in secular. mid-twentieth century’
America. It is in response to this new found strength of Torah Judaism
that the shift referred to earlier appears in the thinking of the other

groups. Inspired to mo small degree by the

“success” of Ecumenism in

the Christian camp, Conservative and Reform _]udax\m have begun to

place great emphasts on the CORCEpt of

plurzisnT—threegreat+wib

We have witnessed in the past few years a subtle but most telling

shift in the attitude that the various

“trends” of Judaism entertain

toward cach ather. The heated emotions engendered by last year's Syna-
gogue Council dinner seem to have cooled off sufficiently to allow a

cautious effort at descri
First and foremost it would
seriously loosenied the all-pervasive

desize
— . of Abraham to receive guests even
’ during his illness, God performed
two miracles “on his behalf. He
removed the sun from its enclosure

N £ thy Lorts
beeause—of —tire—unreientin;

the atmosphere in order to prevent
CAny fravellers. from coming into
Abraham’s vicinity and disturbing
him, and secondly He made. three
L angels- appear in the form of peo-

ple. The Mashgiach ruchani eli-

borated on these incidents in his

“efudite way and-explained in. the
. name of Chagal that if Abraham
was rewarded with two miracles
for receiving the angels who phys-
icallj are not in need of victuals .
and hospltallty, hnw much. more

:! a
=rastbe=the person

so that an abnormal heat pervaded

“had éstablished on the Amenczm—}ewmh—mmmﬁﬂw All-of . the “syna-_

> have found their position greatly strengthened

gogue=centered groups’
by the tidal wave of fervor that

ing this_new atmosphere!

seem that the events of Juiie Nave
grip that the secular organizations

swept Jewry in this country. The

Chdllenge of course, is to relate this nebulous feeling of religious ecstasy

at seeing £ fillak at the Kosel into a
ment.

With three major movements striving to provide

tangible program of Jewish commit-

the basis for

this commitment, a view of their attitudes toward each other is in order.

The Reform and more espedially

Conservative postulate of several.

decades past that Orthodoxy had fossilized to a degree that rendered
it irrelevant to present day problems is, of comrse, still very much with
us. This approach feels that Judaism was meant to evolve and that in
its human evolvement has lain its very viability and durability.

-.On the other hand stopd a confused and weakened Orthodoxy, its

leaders faced with a choice between

cooperating with movemetits whose

very existence was premised on Orthodoxy’s ineffectiveness in this day
and age. Suc/a premise,” néedless to add, assumed automatically that
the halgshd “— the methodology of the Orthodox Jew — was out of

kllter]d/;lth reality YThe feeble efforts at -

“cooperation’” at that time

amadred to Jittle more than “we’rechappy .to have you along as long

trends NOWiNg at peace with each other within the historical context

of present-day Judaism.

As the proponents of this plan see it. Reform Judaism shall grow

mwre traditional, Orthodoxy a bit less

“sectarian’ and then (obviou:

the Ramah-breed of aggressive voung Conservative Rabbis take to this

argument) guid
march off to meet the millenium.

This is all, admittedly, very attractive. Yet the vital premise of
‘pluralism is that of a basic accepted point of departure. To the Refor

by the principle of

we xhal

“live and let live”

and Conservative the Jewish experience as such may well suffice to
fill this need; to the Orthodox however, this factor must be coupled
with the acceptance of the halachic system and its ipso facto-claim of

Divine Revelation at Sinai.
“But,”

a young conservative Rabbi once objected to me,

“Hillel

and Shammai played in the same league — why can't the Orthodox
and non-Orthodox?" Yes, the answer must be, but they had the same
rules, gne-was not (Zhavdil) plaving soccer, the other basketball. — -

As long as we feel Torah is relevant to our era then there can
be little excuse for our advocating the pluralistic approach — we must
relate to our individual fellow Jews with ahavas Yisroe! without com-
plicating their delusion that we can evolve towards their position.

In this light the words—and—actions of -certain self-appointed Qr-
thodox Jewish leaders becomes open to honest examination. A small
-yet vocal group seems intent on presenting themselves to the, Jewish
‘World *(by definition this group includes only those who read the New
York Times) as the brave pioneers.who will bring Orthodoxy in line

with its “bsother movements.”
1 1

who provxde> for human Wwayfarers.
T}}é mashgiach also meefs ever:

at 9:35 for a shiur in one of t
renowned sifrei mussar, )

evening in the old Beis Muimls:ez/[)

as you realize that yeu're senile"~

_~"The reaction of Orthodoxy to this\challenge- is, bybnow, hlstory
v Schoots ‘and yeshivos, Orthodox Yeuth Groups. -
Icagicrs, all predicated-ir-that vety Orthodoxy, all drinking deeply from

g

d_farsighted: lay-

the waters that the critics had condemned as stagnant, built up a fol:

onsider_the alternative to their advo-

cated WWWHCCM “peaceful co-existence’ : that the very Ralacha

pels ustto, at the, same time, be m’tarev, to
a

fed astray by false shepherds.

~ocHich restrains 4s from joining the grand expenmem of pluraham com-

“rebuke with love,’

” those -
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Wyschogrod

Sees Analogy

Between Vietnam And Israel

* Thoughts Of Rambam And Halevi

{Conrinned from page 3)
chograd  himself  the particular
Fewish fnterest is not instrumen-

his arguanent to sensitize us to.the
Jewish itakes involved “(since this
issue makes no practical difference

(Continucd from page 6)

to the conclusion that the com-

On Future Of Korbanos Explored

dple (the ninth prmcnple of faxth)

“tal in the formulation of hjs at-
ritude rowards the war, He ac-
cepts the Administration line and
whar he enlls the
guments to seek American victory
in Vienam. Bur Surely, Tollowing
our previous logic, he must say
thar the Jewish interest should be-
come central go the Jews in the
peace for their posi-
rion might wreak grear damage for
the Jewish communiny?
Astoundingly enough, we find
him outrightly admitting that “if
the war in Viétnanr were inherent-
by immoral, it would be proper for
American Jews to condemn that

tuniversal” ar-

movement,

to either the pro or anti side},
whar  purpose there in even
analvzing what the so-called Jew-
ish interest is according to Wys-
chogrod? It is only of benefit if
we assume thar there “are” people
who would, if the Jewish cause
did oppose their universalist reac-’
tion” to the war, tend to support
their people’s interest thus
supporr the war. For rhese people
it 1s valuable to reveal the weak-
ness and invalidity of these argu-
m(‘n[~ p(\lnnng \'0\“']({1\ ,m essen-
tial Jewish interest.

And ler us remember what we
have already abour our per-

is

and

safd

_ wat, whatever the consequences sonal interests (or what Wys-
of such a condemnation for. the ThopTnthsrd-mmd-wergreed—ith) T

Israeli ‘national _interest may be.”
Considering that most of the peace
movement fs concerned with the
immorality of the war, according
to Professor Wyschogrod’s guide-
lines even the Jewish secularists
shoutd not allow themselves to be
swayed by the selfish national in-
terest,

Having undercut rhe force of

These anust alwgys be weighed
against the other consequences of
the sitnarion, This means thar the
Jewish interest must ourweigh the
lives that are being Tost and the ™
families caused to suffer, the
maimed limbs, the drain of man-
power, the economic burden, the
near halr in olir anti-poverty and
shetro prmr’un\, and the mta] in-

His will ro d6ity-and it never will
be," ‘asserts the Rambam. For f
(God were to ramper with the wil
of any one individual, then the
giving of 2 Law forgnan to follow
* according fo his own will would
have been superfluous.
" The Rambam goes on to say
that prayers are nearer to the
main object of the commandments
of sacrifices than gare sacrifices.
The -primary -purpose of those
commandments ,is -that Israel
should know God and serve Him.
Since prayer is closer to this ob-
ject, it is permitted everywhere
and for everyone, while sacrifices
are limited to a particular place
(Temple), with the officiating
limited to a particular people
(priésts). -

Larer ofr, savs the Rambam, the
Prophets found it necessary to con-
“rantly
regardmg the primary  object
(serving God properly) and being
over-zealous instead with the sacri-
fices, which, as they maintained,
were not very essential and not

Yavneh Atms
Presented

(Continued from page 1)

classes,  Talmud  shiwrim,

L ing

oheemem—that-prevents—enr
ma; constructive aid to
other nations badly in need of it.

In rhis light ler us then see the

ave

- rébiike the people for dis-

MATdnTenTS - Tegarding -saerifice—g
< Divine Taw, beyond human com-
prehension, and therefore to” be
followed faithfully, and never to
be abrogated or changed. In’ the
time' of a third Bars Mtkdash,
therefore, sacrifies are to be re-
instituted, Fven accepting his pro-
posed Ttheories on the purpgse of
sacrifice (theories which he him-
to accept) the same
conclusion is reached, for sacrifices
would then play a specific, p(‘mm"
role in Jewish life.

The problem lies with the
theory of the Rambam. It might
be inferred from his reasoning
that sacrifices. would be unneces-
sary in a new Bais Mikdash, since

self refuses

The Governing Board notes
with the greatest pleasure the
engagement of

Larry Langer, RIETS *68

to
Luey Langenthal

prayer is closer to the primary ob-
ject of the commandment of sacri-
fice. However, although this is a

realy—required. byx—God in_shem- . logically valid conclusion, it is also

selves, but which were rather a
means to reach the primary object.

An evaluation of the former
that of Judah Halevi, Jeads

view,

a rejection of one of the basic
fundamentals of Judaism, a prin-
ciple expounded by the Rambam
himself. According to this prin-

and that there will never he any
other law from the Creator,
blessed be His name.”

- How-do we explain,.then, the
Rambam's theory in the Guide for
the Perplexed? This theory, like
most of the ta'ame ha-mitzvos, re-
difficult  to  understand.
However, it should be undersrood
that the”purpose of the td’ame ha-
nitzrns only to perceive thatr
wisdom “within the mirzeofathat
may be comprehended by man's
finite mind, not to determine
which mifzvos are more important
than others or which should exist
and which should nor. The Divine
plan s obviously much deeper and ,
more perfectly designed than can
be imagined by man. In short,
reason, especially when it is dic-

mains

Is

| . rated by the mores.of a certain age,

must_bow ta thar which is above
reason and eternal, namely Divine
Law. "

The foremost  consideration,
therefore, in regard to sacrifices, is
the authorin' of Divine cominand-

WEVET,. ANOENET ™
fanmr 1molxed rhat merits con-
sideration. Thar is the kedushah,

the sanctit_\ that is an integral part

. _swith fect ~faith .
“that this Law will not be changed *

:

of the sacrificia service, and which

to a personal feeling of
purity, as well as ro a general

nmonthly lecrures, and to en-

COUTAge a SIncere ang geeper

unrl'ersmnd:né oY the ntel-
-lectual and spiritual bases of
Judaism,

To facilitate observance of
mirzvos by establishing min-
in dérmitories, pro-

b}

vanim

tdingkosherfood and deal-_
ing with the problem of
exams on the Sabbath and
holy days.

I'o become a force of the
of Torsh

dissemination

(Continucd on_page lO}
Con!ributlng Editor leads
11} 577

solidarity of the nation. This as-

‘Ihree times each day, in re-
_sponse to the ‘divine in tive,
“Abd ye shalt serve the Lord,” the
Jew offers prayers to God. Prefac-
ing his prayers with praise and
terminating them with thanksgiv-
ing, the worshipper petitions God

by"

quite strongly regarding the immo-
ral person’s prayer: “He offers
prayél::ibut is not answered, as it~
is written, ‘Even if ye make many
prayers, | will not hear.”” How-
ever, whereas Kant had been con-
tent to look upon prayer merely as

el Safran

rain religious state. If that state
changes, the decree changes also.
I thiswdy, prayer “and repeirt=]
ance benefit a wicked man, for
through repentance he becomes an-
other person, as it were, concern-’
ing whom no decree was made.

T DECT O "SCTICE.

IswhmmentT
pressed by Judah Halevi and Rav
Kook, among others. The iprophets
who rebuked the people were re-

s

HAMEVASER wishes to salute

SOY on last night’s most
| sueeessful C h Chagiga.
We look for 10 similar

functions in the future.

ferring to those who sinned con-

%o grant bis, and 1He COMBIGITYS

a—moral exercise, Jewish (hinkers,

Hence, It is inappropriate to object

stantlv _and without .remorse, and

TRowtedge i the Americar
Jewish community,

“To unite Jewish students by
holding conclaves or week-
ends and observing Jewish
holidays together.,

To fully iitegrate the in-
sights - gained in  college
N " 4

ith
T HRE—VAIHESAie

dips
studie:

spiritual and material needs.

. Prima facie, prayer seems to be
incompatible with our belief in an
immutable God. 1f a certain course
of events hgs been determined by
Providenceé, how can prayer, even
if it be the purest and

in dealing with the problem, sought

to retain prayer as efficacious and

as a self-validating service of God.
*

The Ramban is wrestling with

the logical problems of prayer’

move God to change His plans?

when he 1 ks {Genesis 46,15) :

“And all our prayers are miracles,

that God’s will is changed by pray-
er, for God’s will has always
been that the decree should be re-
alized if the person in question

continues in the same state and
changed if thé person’s state
_changes, .. S

* %k

10 creal,

knowledge of Judaism and
to work towards solving the
intellectual difficulties of its
members concerning: Juda-
ism.
‘o fulfill these aims, *Yavneh
organized chapters at’ colleges
throughoug North America. Each
cRapter functions independently in
meeting its ‘specific Jewish pro-
gram needs ofi campus. At present,
there are thirty-six functioning
Yavneh chapters in the U.S. and
Canddd, with chapters in the pro-
cess of being organized both i
England and Australia, (As well,
Yavneh has communicated with
religious student organizations in
both Tsrael and . France in an effort
interaational ties among.

Some philosophers, such as Im-
manuel Kant in his Lectures on
Ethics,! have succumbed to these
philosophical consideratiens (and
others which will be discussed
shortly) “and reduced prayer to a
mere devotional exercise, the sole
object of which is to induce in man
a2 moral disposition. Kant main-
tained, furthermore, that to con-
verse with God is absurd; hence,
prayer’s purpose cani never be prag-
matic.seeking of the satisfaction of
our wants, -

Various ]ewnh thinkers have
confronted the philosophical prob-
lems inherent 'in prayer -and,
through their complementary inter-
pretations, have paved the way to

a more pmfaund .mprecntmn of
doodah shehal,

except that they do not directly

contravene natural law.” The con-_
text of. this'statement is a discus-
sion of the nature of ‘‘concealed”
miracles. The Ramban believes
that the fulfillment of Ged’s con-
ditional promises menticned in the
Bible (e.g. rainfall as a reward for
Torah observance) constitutes a
miracle; for logically, there exists
no causal relation between rainfall
anid religious behavior. By linking
the efficacy of prayer to his general
scheme of ‘‘concealed” miracles,
the Ramban implies that fulfill-
ment of eur prayers is a miracle,
for we cannot grasp the cause —
effece
praver and God’s response,

Rav Yosef Albo addresses him-
_self directly to this question in

relationship  between our-

Rav Kook in his siddur Olas
Reiyak® stresses the religious expe-
riential theme in the realm of pray-
er. Prayer, he says, has no inten-
tion of changing or affecting the
\mchangeable Divine; therefore it
is necessary that prayer be tleansed
of any desire to affect God’s will.
» Rather, a- person ifmmersed “in
prayer aims to transcend his envi-
ronment in order that he may

“stand before God” and give vent
to - his” religious yearnmg Thus,. .
prayer has intrinsic value; the
soul’s prayerful intimacy with God
and its purification through the en-
counter,

(It must not be suppased that
Raw Ko_qk has stripped prayer of
its e!’ﬁcacy through his emphasis on

. nificant

chen-broughs sacrifices to atons. for
their sins and to praise God. Those
people never achieved the primary
purpose of sacrifices, nor did they
achieve the kedushak that comes
from the service, We today, ‘have
also never experienced the kedu-
shah of & proper-sacrificial-service—
Perhaps such an experience of holi-
ness in the surroundings of a.re-
built Bais Hamikdash and in the
atmosphere of the period of mes-
sianic times,. might lead to a sig-
change in nature, one
which would enable sacrifices to
achieve primary impottance as a
means of knowing and serving
God. - -

‘The apswer, then, to our delieate|
problem of re-institution of sac"'j
fices, is that. there js no probles
The ‘Divine commandments” will
never be-abrogated by either man
or God.. Rather than concern our-
selves overly with this subject, we
should rather look forward to the
day anticipatgd by the Midrash,
when there will be no sins in
Israel, and -every heart will be

“religious students.)

It must be pointed out at the

Besides individual chapter pro-: outset that the “moral disposition”

gramming Yavneh schedules a re-

gional lecture series and regional

Shabbatons, In so doing, Yavneh
{Cantinued on paae 7)

referred to before is an essential
ingredient of the Jewish prayer as
well. The Ramban, to cite just
one example, exprésses himself

Sefer Ha-Tkarim!® Gaod’s immuta-
bility, he maintains, is not affected

by prayer. Divine decrees, favor-

able or detrimental «o individuals
or a community, are conditioned
upon the recipients’ being in a cer-

4

How prayer is eﬁicacxouﬁ accord-
ing to him, without changing God's
will, will be explained shortly.)
Emphasis of 'the experiential
(Continuted on page 10)

fifted=writh—gratratetoe-Sed=tr
that day, there will be no need for

- expiawry sacrifices,. and “411 iner-
mgs will cease; except'the Thanks-
giving oﬁenng Whlch will con-
tive forever.”
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Howard Katz

Satmar Rebbe ‘On Israel

b} Jeﬁrey Roth
In the carl\ portion of his book The Chasen, Chaim *

rather monotonously, the rivalry of two
veshiva basebal] reams on the playing field. The heckling
from one side has a peculiar’ flavor uncommon to sporss
(but perhaps not to_veshivss)—their opponents are called
apikorsim (apostazes or religious heretics), and this
automatically taken ro justify nor only their eventual de-
. feat, but even the methods used to achieve this defear.
Pook's hook is no: a treatise on halacha; of tourse,
nor are his youthful characters supposed to represent the
great arbiters of Jewish law. But such a portrayal might
prompt T4 -he-has of it be
fore) the prevalence of the word (apikorses—and what it
signifies—in some veshiva circles, and what its use means
for r}ow Who employ it as an epithet as well as for hose
— directed.
Precisely such thought~ are prompted by ax\ﬂﬁo‘k“

, recently published, that of the Satmar Rebbe (Kunteres
] g ds h

Porok portmy

-~ The Creature° Evolution To The Ultimate

by Benny Kraut e
~The cycle begins: Air, light, sound, and touch %
mark “the eXistence of the newly created. With-
out mind,, the object whines, kicks, and strugg
Nu control docs it have; it squeals like a. piglet
mired in quicksand. Life so begins; neither phi-
losophy nor all contrivances of the imigination
nccc@x‘intc comment on this Teality.

The object scnses. and - grows, its life spent

Daily does it pl”Lv. daily does it cry, daily docs
it discover; vet, is it living? Learning is rapid,
reactions violent. Tt likes, it dislikes; everything

in - gleeful play and unbounded from routine. [ —

Heward Katz

is sense produciblc, to a dcgrcc unthought. of
previously. :

Control it has none: in thg hands of others
does it exist, for what need it manipulate? In
total oblivion of that which is external to-the
self, " this state, what nceds it of control? Is
it- happy? Is 1t free? Is it meaningful? /s it?
Perhaps, but is this the creature who becomes

God? R

Howard Katz |

Stern Speaks

“Mr. Know” And Synthesis

by Ginny Haberkorn

the
Space Age has produced the unique phenomenon of “Nr.

now.” Modern an
authority on virtually evervthing, Even Yeshiva Univer-
sity s nor escaped  thiy motions Yeshiva has becamie
infected with the prevalentpresumpruousness of the times,
assimilating modern <«ience and philosophs: into Orthodox
Judaism has become one of our most noble preoccupa-
tions. Our success, Is seen as one of the pnme
determinants of the "Rise or Fall of Yeshiva Universit
Most of us are by now thoroughly ¢onvinced that we
somehow collectively become the “Mr. Know" who
will produce an absolute solution o the s nthesis problent

_In the meantime, however, we are stll “"Teluyim

I"Omdim; despite our unfaultering derermination. we
haven't as ver found a satisfactory answer. What should.

In addition to vockets. missiles, and destroyers,

Yan has come to see himself

moreover,

mu.

“be our Haskaji between the present and the dawn of @

new "Enlightened Era”? (Assuming it will eventually

= e Gentatr—oe ol L Brooklyn, 3727), The
following zrticle is_peither 2 comprehensive review of " - dawn.) Are “.e all to remain skeptics? Must we all hold
£LAe ~ - - butth b Iy divine miraclerand ders % b o can—svnib 1
that book nor an attempt to essay the sefer’s halachic e veell T b 0.8 s T our—E i aneetnti-we<a ‘athesize_all_of -
as we o succumb to-Satan by supporting the Zionists what there is' to modern thought and techno ogy Tt

merit. It is rather a description of a number of personal

impressions that occurred to mg as I read the bask, of-

fered here for further discussion and clarification.

At the outset ohe must recognize that the Sarmar

Rebbe’s book is a treatise on kalacha. Potok’s novel may
__go the way of so much current fiction and be forgotten
. once the popularity of Anglo-Jewish Witing is dissipated—
i But the Rebbe’s book takes its place in the realm of
: halachic literature and, while its currency may never be
great, the Kunteres will always be available for reference,
study, and_reflection by students of halacha.

and falsely proclaiming the miraculous nature of their

~<yiotate is a denial of the Torah which only rerards the
ﬁnal Redemption and the coming of the M .
«  In capturing the Old City of Ierumlem\ the Zionists
have defamed the halysite of the Temple By their im-
proper behavior'at the W estern Wall and on the Temple \
Mount. Had God wanted Jews 't pray at the Western
Wall, He would have provided access without forcing
them to rely on the grace of apikorsim. In anx_event, the
rebuilding of Jerusalem before the Messiah comes to re-
establish_the Davxdlc dynasty is DrEsUMpIUOUS.

Orthodox Judaism? Is it logical. moreover, even to pre-
sume ourselves capable of ever performing an absolute
synthesis > New ideas and discoveries are now being "‘mas
produced” at'a rate much faster than they can be assim
ilated. Lermml\' We cannot, expect computers to accom-

Cleary, Emunah cannot be founded in such uncer-—
tainty. Despite modern notions, man is still and always
will be an intelleciually finite being. This does not dis-

parage him nor deny his ultimate  worth. It merely
shath ¢ be-the—absohste “Me,-Know’ b

“Without citing any of the MIUMeIate Diotear
Talmudic sources he quotes, the Rebbe’s line of reasoning
might read as follows: The secular State of Israel as it
exists today is run by apikorsim who actively struggle to
destroy Torah and its observarce. Anyone, no matter how
sincere, who supports them in any way is himself an
apzl'ores Since the State has no validity in halachic terms,
Tt is Hot permitted to sacrifice even ene Jewish life. in
order to maintain it

The recent war was consciously provoked by the
Zionist leaders who stubbornly insisted on their presumed
right of free passage through international waterways.
Rather than cause Isrzel’s blood to be shed like water,
they should have appeased the Arabs and renounced their

¢ " water rights; had they done this, the war would have
- been prevented. Further, since the vexy existence of the
.State is the cause of conitinued enmity iff the Middle East,
the Zionists should relinquish the State rather than en-
danger the lives of Jews; in such a case, the United Na-
tions would be able to provxde for Jewish welfare and
. no Jew's life would be in danger. Finally, with the
threat of war imminent @nd “irrevocable; —the . Jewish
 population of Israel shotld ‘have fled rather than wage
War and cause suffering and death by their actions—
The victory of the Six Day M ar has been proclalmed
a Divine miracle. Thls_c_\L_tennon manifestly false, since
it is clear that such “miracles ATC never performed for
apx/mrstm. "At best, the victory cari be fraced to purely
natural occurrénces (the Zloms&s»themwl‘/es claim that

£

Forther; e have—zrdded—the— sdelatar
to their misdseds by failing ro destroy the shrines of the
gentiles in Israel and even promising to strengthen and
repair them. Whoever maintains the sites of avodak zarah

a positive commandment and is himself an

Ziorists

transgres
idolater.
\'o God fearinu Ie\v \\'ho ()ber}vec the /m[zu'/m and

will he be fooled or bribed into takmg any’ part \\hat—
soever in its victory.

Intuitively, we think thar the Satmar Rebbe cannor
be right; we rebel against the possibility of having to
accept his analysis of the situation as normative for Ortho-
dox Jewry."On an empirical basis, we know’ that his ab-
solute categorizations are contradicted by those gedolim
who support Israel from abroad -as well as those who live
and work in Israel, and by those great rabbanim who are
actually employed in capacities related to the State! Are
they apikorsim?

We know too that [srael hac taken in hundreds of
thousands of homeless Jews and has supported Jewish
causes in® world foruris: Yeshivos and Terzh scholarship
flourish there and are achieving results that compare most ~
fﬂvumhlv with previous periods. -Is tlm the work of
Satan?’

Yet we cannot lightly dismiss this view since the
Satmar Rebbe is the recognized head of an halachic com-
munity, Even a cursory reading of his book will demon-

the Arabs are not NoRTersy:  FOTHIe; THe=pT of=th
righteous during the war, might hQ\\:e\ recewed a merciful
hearing from Hashem and thus infl enced the outcome.
’ _Buyt the most. tenable explanation' is to attribute the
victory to Satan and his minions, They have been given
the power by God to test Israel’s faith, not only. through

trate that he is not philosophizing at random nor speculat-

presumes’ {0 DE: Wear YU musr vake treed-mortwobe
swept along with others into such an endless cycle of
detusions.

Deep-roated, unwavering Emunah is something a Jew
cannot, evidently, attain without an emotional experience.
all the rational and intellectual gymnagtics notwithstand-
ing. Th l'murmh of a Jew must, moreover, be uncondi-
tional; it can't be made dependent on instabilitieszand
evolutions in science and philosophy. We must each strive
to make true fot our inner selves the existence of Hashem ;
our Emunak should be grounded primarily in our own
personal experience. The word L’ha-amin. when trans-
lated literally, meéans. in effect, to make true. 1f some-
thing is already an undisputed fact, we need not add any-
thing to make it so. Emunah, however, involves, as we
have seen, more than objective fact. We cannot, moreover,
allow our inability to synthesize Lertam facts cause a
break in the entire process. B
1f by synthesis we mean the humble. attempt at facing
up to science, seeking to assimilate it into Yahadus, and
furthermore, emploving ir ta enhance our understanding .
“of Torah—.dskrainu— then and only then can it be a
worthwhile pursuit.

Culture and technology are an almost assured By-
product of progress and developmemt, recognition’ of un-
dersmndmg of the Divine is not quite such a.direct result.
.The evpenencc of Hashemn must demand a world more;

ing on theoretical lm'mg the precise formula-
tions of Jewish law. The work’s logical presentation and
eminently reasoned miethodology preclude the “option of
ascribing it, as some have suggested, to a person whose
(Continued on page 7) .

d_the svhale of the individ t_only his .

intellect, and sometimes, despite hié intellect, The fusion

of our intellectual conclusions with our total ‘experience ..
is thus perhaps a mightier and more pressing Synthesis
toward which to direct our gnergies. v .
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Sacrifices Based
On Nature of Man
(Lontinucd from page 8) .
iwisdom of the mirzvos in the Guide
for the Perplexed.”The implemen-

—

Contributing Editor

+

. ReerCtiOn’s:”lsrael —Part

2

‘ by Beﬁny Kraut

tation ©0f sacrihces,” he reasoned,
was a concession to the nature of
man in that age, The custom was
to worship through sacrifice,” and
in order not to confuse the people
whe were accustemed to that par-
ticular mode of worship and who
would have found it impossible to
. discontinue ity God effected the
sacrificial service in the Temple.
Through this service, similar to
the general mode of worship but
divected to one true God according
to His laws, the principle of the
Existence” and Unity of God was
firmly established, and the. traces
of idofatri—were blotted out.
* The Rambam® anticipates the
obvious questions: is it possible that
an entire sistem of laws pertaining
to sacrifices should be instituted

F“Tre Bditor-mthicf and Gov-—
erning Board extewd heart-
felt wishes of birchas mazel
tor

to
Abrfham Kinstlinger, JSS '69
an
Anita Siegel
on the oecasion of their en-

gagement,

B

In the last column 1 discussed my ‘positively neutral’ relationship
to Israel before the June war, indicating certain attitudes that I had’
maintained. This article 1 evaluate my present relationship to the
state and conclude my formal reflections on the issue. In addition T will
related to the war, but unrelated to each other,

comment on_.issue
which merit attention, : A

The June war came as a shock. [It is pre wely this ‘shotk expe-
rience’ which functions as a sufficient “condition fo arouse ane from a
state of mental lethargy. a state in which the individual emerges with
« measure of self realization. Unfortunately. it is often times only cara-
clysmic events in one’s personal or public life'which generate this feel-
ing of self awareness.] | experienced the Arab-Israeli war as a cata-
clysmic event, not only .in rerms of my understanding of conceptual his-
tory, but also in terms of my total personality, i.e. both emotionally and
intellectually. 3y emotional respomse to the was thrust me into a state
of intellectual ferment and growth. I was compelled to’ consciously ex-
amine the obligations of my Jewish identity, obligations which resulted
in the drafting of long term commitments, which, God willing, will
materialize. -

The war altered my attitudes in two essential ways? Fi
a¢ a rude awakening, Le.. it formented a sense of immediacy in my rela-
tiomship-to.the state, .4 vishle and_substant 777‘
which -had previously been lacking. To me it s€ med philos
untenable to feel this sen:se,of immediacy at one time (ie. in the state
of war) and not at another. This, therefore, was my awakening: Israel
no longer placed ‘theoretical demands” on me (e.g. demands such as
Isracl as part of a religious duty). demands whicR operated
-finastics, but rather presented immediate demands which

1, it served

living in
as mental ¢

must be grappled with.
——Spromthe 4 ally demonstrated that practical reality

® cor

their responses has disturbed rae everr more 30, How could a people —

who Had witnessed and experienced the glory -and might of a personal
God sin so blatantly and so defiantly? One answer given is that it is
the. nature of man to forget the vividness of his experiences and to
revert to his former miodes of behavior. But this answer when applied
i Riblical ipan_has always been unacceptable t8 mie, for i is inconcelv-
able that man could have lost his experiential’ impressions of events so -
fantastic such as God's revelation at the Red Sea, at Mount Sinal, and
the like. However, the June war niav have taught me atherwise. What
is the status of the past event, the Israeli victory in June? If it was an
open miracle, comparable to the. miracle at the Red Sea, then I can
understand how the Israelites at Mount Sinai forgot their priof, per-
sonal encounters with God. Just as people today, incredible as it seems,
forget the overt entry of the Divine Presence into human affairs and
sidev the war to be past- history, so too did the anclent Jews.

[ don't Tike I analysis,
for it is empirically verifiable: if the Jews today can forget an overt
miracle. then the ancient Jews could do so as well. If, however, the
past war is a miracle of lesser dimensions, such as a hidden miracle,
the initial question concerning the Israelites and the Golden Calf re-
mains; we may, perhaps, attribute the absolute neglect of warld - Jewry
(seen through its unchanged living habits) of the entry of the Divine
“Presence intohunan affairsto-the decreased stature-of the past miracle.
Nevertheless, it is quite ironic. We worry about héster panim; Yavneh
devotes a national convention to the topic. Yet if He did enter the

world, to any degree, how do we réimain so blasé, so unmoved, and so .

totally unaffected? How can we at Yeshiva quibble futilely over the
hackneyed ills and hang-ups? How is it that no sense of God's revela-
tion—whatever its dimension—pervades the religious communities? Is
it because, psvchologically, man so easily forget such ‘minor’ revelations?

bt twould-have-ne-alternative byt to concur,

=
because of a siruation that existed
only in a specific age? Could nor
God simply change the nature of

does not permit the possibility of psychological disitlusionment. Admit-
redlv. there exists a disparity between the visionary Messianic ideal and
the extant conditions of the state, ver the-Jew has neither the time nor
feel-disillusioned, He must actively cooperate to establish the

the people so that they courd Serve
God in the primary manner intend-
1 forall

nerations?

Fomierk
the-Tgnt

best possible State of Israel—at the present—despite the gftects of the——r—-— —

country’s, unfulfilled religious goals, bearing'in mind that his conceptual

Or perhaps, is it because 1o miracle actually took place i June?
Second, it is intriguing to note the interpretation of events of the
rwo opposing religious campus—Judaism and Christianity (the Mos-
lems are losers all around, so we will ignore Istam). On the one hand,
religious Jews impute the the-intervention -of (God; conse-
queqtly, the Six-Dav war is a manifestation of His miraculous nature

Tetory

1

arith jection_( ‘bes ssible state will be materially perfected. at - >
than—projection_of the ‘best possible state’ will be m Y P plus the fortitude and military prowess of the Isracli armed forces. T
A

example, Why d¢id Godtead—the

et SFRET, FO TIEET VISIOTTAT

Christians—om

the ¥

4 generally refused _to_acknowledge this . -

Israelites on a roundabout route
—via the_wilderness of-the Red Sea;
rather than on a - direct path ro
‘Canaan? The answer is that peo-
ple who were slaves yesterday can-

1n summary, then, the war aroused me from a state of relafive Ui
concern to an immediate preoccupation with Israel and the idea of
alivak. Furthermore, it nulfified the psyeholegical disilfodlenm - nt that
I had experienced,. instilling me with the awareness of meeting the
mundane exigencies of dire reality. My relationship to Israel, therefore,

not suddenly begin conquering ~ was fundamentally affected by the war and its implications.

- ———Fther natibas— T he -necessaiy. cour-... _ )

age and forritude is not within
them. In order to build up this
courage, God led Israel through

ol L -0=0-0 .
This section proposes to raise certainl gies
importance, First, allow me o ask the following: Did the war—affect
your religious observance, either quantitatively (ie. observing more
commandments) or quali’tativ’ely (i.e. fecling more the commandments '

che hardships of the wilderness.
O T worterwh-Ged-did-not

already practised) 7 Diq it Tefgienyour destre—to-futiillyvonr religioys

tioms—of imterest and

intervention of God on behali of the Jews. This 15 Teadity apparent
in that before, during, and-after the war most of the top ranking Chris-
tian church officials refused to identify with the Israeli cause; even the
so called liberal Protestants followed the corfservative tine. No political
reasons would have restrained their identification with Israel had they ..
felt that. God was on our side’ {(an assumption we’ do ‘nor which to

incorporation of the superfiaturaltor explatmthem:Interes
-when was the last time Christian and Jews differed on historical .events
of such major proportions? Would you believe approximately two thou-

sand vears ago?

~This indicates an ebvious-interpretation . of events witheut the
ingly enough, _

lke—ofgk

oming.

immediately endow the people with
_the necessary strength and courage.
The reason that He did not an-
swers our previous questions. God
cold, of «course, change the nagure
of_anyonﬁx or evervone, if neces-
_sary. t, ‘it has never been

€

(Continued on page +)

dimension?> This is not a light matter,- 10r 1t CONTEIS the Ak

of miracles. Did God intercede in the war or-did He not? If He did,
then we Jews—all of us—have unbelievable audacity and unmitigated
gall in view of our lack of response: how dare events proceed so rout-
inely! However, if He did not intercede, why does everyone claim that
Hé did? The incident of the Golden Calf appears to_ be inextricably
bound to this question. The construction of the Golden “Calf. by . the

" Teraelites disturbed -quire mumber—of -commentators, and,_in_view of how close we are to it now?

TTird, because 6F The June war, wetear-men fr
3F the Messiah and Tie Viessiamieera—A—few—manths ago T questioned

“a friefd 35 to his thoughts on this issue. He replied, *“I *don’t think
_about itt 1 just listen.” Somehow, I tend to agree, for that is about
all that we can honestly “declare (unless we choose not to listen either).
Obviously, the Messianic age draws nearer with each passing day,
irrespective of one’s approach to Messianism: but, who is to judge

LettersTo The

Editor

{Continied from. page 2)
situation would improve. Israel is
not like the U.S. where 200,000
are scarcely noticeable among
2010.000,000. '

The reason for positive neutral-
ity Jies deep within the reasons for
the condition of Judaism in..the
U.S. today. .

Cultural Pluralism

Assimilation tremendous

s a

problem in Ameriea. Y eshiva i the Stateof stael

versity is the symbol of modern
Orthodox Jewry. 1 do not think
it is g projection of my own fail-
ings when I surmise that snot a

from exposure to American cultu-  word around Yeshi
ral pluralism. The reason for this, Sincerely yours,

dollar Torah Center., Howevet,
certain, minor additions would

Mr. Goldman further points out
a so-called centradiction between

I believe, lies in the past and/or
present nadeqidcy of retigious edu-
cation to meet the challenges of
American cultural pluralism. The
reasons for ths inadeguacy and

Sim Goldman '67

While the tentor of this letter is

certainly .most acceptable, the in-

terpretation of Mzr Kraut’s col-
umn byits author is not.

-hat ¢ bout it, is the. .
L vwhat can be dome abeut- it, is the N6 an-takes dssae with

subject for much discussion, and
can’t be dealt with here.

So positive neutrality towards
doesn't_stem

what he interprets as an implied
causational  relationship between
“psychological disiltusionment”
with  the present-day. State of Is-

from psychological disillusionment;
but ir is rather a manifestation of
the ditution of Jewish commitment.

iy 10 b

T 4

vael and “positive neutrality” Y

. N .
the intent of the presentation
would seéni to relate  these two
ek L ineidentallu ie ‘Yoo

calling something a legitimate re-
sponse to experjence and at the
same time not justifying it. It
Swould seem quite obvious that a
response can be objectively legiti-
mate, i.e., understandable, and yet
fiotjustifiable. - -

* Finally, it would appear that

Mr. Goldman has unfortunately
misinterpreted the use of the edi-
toriat—we” ~as—applying

to—th

mean much to students in the third
floor Beis Médrash in Furst Hall.
1f more space were allotted to coat
hooks and/or hangers and if sound
proofing material would be instal-
led in the ceiling, the atmosphere

would bé mors comfortable than
would "

it

is now - and perhaps «

facilitate the learning process.
M. Blazer’s men have finally

adjusted the thermostat.” Perhaps

whole American Jewish communi-
ty. The feelings expressed in Mr.
Kraut’s column are purely perso-

Hamevaser  ¢an. exert editorial
pressure for these changes, tao,
Wally Greene '66. |

majority of YU boys from religi-
ous homes can claim to.be as reli-
glous as their fathers and grand-
fathers. The group of Orthodox
Jews who have stepped out jnto the
worly  have, suffered “in general

had a concept of and feeling for
Jewish history would-want to live
in Israel, Sadly, there aren’t that
many around who want to live in
Israel for any reason.

- Apathy. Isn't that a familiar

chological disillusionment’* is mere-
_ Iy a projection, so to speak, of
“positive neutrality,” in-the sense
that it provides some with alleged
justification of their “positive neu-
trality.”

RO

nal. T
The Editor
- . Torah Center
To the Editor: . .
Students in RIETS do not want
and do not need a twenty million

{The HAMEVASER Governe
ing Buard endorses "the ideas ex- -
pressed in this letter and hopes it
will, serve the purpose of an edi-
torial.)

(Continuéd on page 7)
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Views Of Various Poskim On Bmyam Habais’
. Discussed In Light Of Recent Isracli War

(Continued from page 3)

" depend on'the coming of the Meso

siah. We must take the initiative
and proceed ta build the Temple.

in the land of Israel. Fufther, since
today we are not divided up Tnto
twelve tribes, a part of the Jewish

people living in Israe] comstitute

information and measurements to
go ahead and build the Temple.”
We  already have many scale
maodels_to th it st-detail of

Page 7

Officers Declare Need
rFor*“Y.U. Participation

" (Continued from page 4)
hopes to create a vibrant intellec-
rual natiopal organization. It

has atways been YU students who
mmpmcd the Yavneh leadership;

When Ezra undertook to re-
build the Femple most of the Jew-
ish people wete in exlle and not

JSS Mishmar,Program

Begins Successfully -

- A main principle of the,obliga-
tion to learn Torah is the setting
of a fixed study period. In this

. spirit, the first JSS Mishmar took

place Thursday evening, Novem-
ber 30th, in the New Beis Midrash
under the guidance of Rabbi Mor-

. ris Besdin and Rabbi Shlemo Ris-
“7kin. The dim of thisprogranm, s

Rabbi Riskin, “is to give the in-
dividual student an opportunity to
talk to his rebbe jn an informal
atmosphere which is not often pos-
sible in the classtoom-situation.”
Approximately 63 boy
senting a cr
tended the

“the
Mishmar program. Rabbis Besdin
and Riskin answered- questions and

inauguration of

learned  with indiyiduals and
groups. A wide range of subjects
were studied, including Talmud,
Bible and Mishnah

N —

“Kal Yoshveha Aleha”—"All live
_in-Israel.” Most Jews may not be
actually living in Israel; however,
the thoughts and emotions of Jews
rhroughout thé world are tied up

‘Since ' the theory  of eternal
Holiness of the Temple is based’
on the fact that the divine pres-
ence always rests on the place of
the Holy Temple, it certainly has
not gone away and is still present.
Even if- the Temple doesn’t exist,
God’s presence is still resting on
the Har Habayis.

‘The " Third Tediple will babuilt —

according to the prophecies of
Ezekiel, which we. still have in
written form.. Further, the Ram-
bam explains that each and every

Jew should know and understand

—the laws in. Masecher Midos, so

that he will know, the looks, forms,
and measurements of the Temple
when it will be built. Certain
Gedolim feel that ‘we have enough

how the Temple wauld actually
look and this would suffice.

Our. generation is one of great
religious and moral decay. Tf we
were to build the Bais Hamidkosh
it would serve as a source of holi-

“ness, and help fo bring many peo-

ple back to the folds of traditional
Judaism. The Yerushalmi says
that the Holy T'emple was called a
“‘Bais Hashoevah,” “place of draw-
ing,” because the holy spirit was
drawn from the Temple. (Yeru-
shalmi Sukkah Perck 5).

No clear Psat, or law, can be
drawn~ from ~the “various hatachic
evidences I have brought, At pres-
ent the consensus of opinion among
our Gedolim®is that the Bais Ha-
mikdash canner be rebuilt. Let us
hope and pray that we witness the
coming of the Mlessiah, bimherah
b'yameynu, quickly in our day, to
see the complete redemption of the
Jewish people and the rebuilding
of the Holy Temple.

ALEX STEINBERGER

Faculty members of JSS, on a
rotational basis, will direct the
weekly Thursday evening
sessions, It is hoped that this pro-

the spirit of

future

STRICTLY KOSHER

ALEXANDER'S

Tel, 9239023

kashrus. In

publications, for instance, are in-
strumental in achieving this aim.
The Yavneh Review is an annual
journal of Jewish studies focusing
on relevant intellectual issues. The
Jewish Collegiate Observer, the
national newspaper of Yavneh,
presents stimulating articles and
chapter information. The Yavneh
Newsletter enables all chapters to
inform each other of their pro-
grams, This year, a new publica-
tion series ‘has been prepared on

parashas hashavua, Each week, one -

article rreating a  philosophical

problem in the parsha will be mail...

ed to the membership. These arti-
cles, written by some of the most
prominent scholars of the Jewish
religious  world, will hopefully
provide an imperus for further
study of I‘onh :
TR T T
at Yeshiva are for-
tunate in thar college life does not
challenge such- fundamentals of
our ocbservance as Shabbos and
the absence of this
burden, Yd&vneh at Yeshiva can
turn to a more intensive study of

Now we

it_has always been members_of the
Y.U. faculty who served on the
advisory board to national Yavneh,
Even now, Y.U. students lecture
at Yavneh functions at other cam-
puses. And we must ensube that
we .continue _ta provide. guidance.
for the questionjng orthodox stu-
dents at other colleges. To this
end, we are embarking on a revi-
talization of the Yeshiva chapter
of Yavneh. By having an active’
chapter we will be able to partici-
pate with other young men and '
woien in the national Yavneh
movement for the benefit of the
wlhiole _Jewish. community.  For
details concerning membership see:
Chaim Feller, MD 204
Simon Posner, MD 809
I(»eph Kaplan, MD 713

{e#ers to the E drfor 7

(Continucd fram page 6)
The Chaplaincy
To the Ediror:

The big box on the top of your
first page was most appropriately
bordered in a black box. Your edi~
torial comments on_the news that

CATERING FOR ALL OCCASIONS*
2502;AMSTERDAM AVENUE, NEW YORK

learning in rhe Yeshiva as a2 whole,

One Stop Shopping! =~

Rabbi - Riskinaptty described —the |

“We-Featgre s Complete—tine—of

Judatsm. To this end, one of our
major programs this vear will be
a lecrure series on contemporary
Jewish thought. We also look
forward to the establishment of a

I program in which small groups of

the administration has made the
chaplaincy program voluntary is an
unadulterated notice of its demise.

Tt is difficult o believe that even
the writer of the article sincerely

helieves that a voluntary prografn

radents—either —study—amone

witt-succerd—wher deatefailed-

iThgr__When _ne._fe-

Bk -y pe g AL oLy
DOOKS and Iuppites TorT ATl Students =

L 1 1
tiveTTTSct orare-guidedin-a-guat-

A .
At daermotsmeh b

marked: “The bringing - together
of students at the end of the week
for limad Torak is in erder to
clearly demonstrate the fact that
the week must begin and end with
Torah "

2555 AMSTERDAM AVENUE

Used Textbooks Bought and Sold

'COLLEGE BOOKSTORE

“The Official Yeshiva College Store”

& NEW YORK, N,Y. 10033

fled instructer.

Since we at Yeshiva are in this
relatively fortunate position it is
our responsibility to aid in the
direction and leadership of the
Yavneh movement. In the past, it

of the current class has indicated
to join our military forces. | would
humbly suggest that the lottery be
restored immediately for it should
be apparent even ro people torally
(Continucd on page 8)

r

T cha—beli 1 of

—Jdificulr on

had the other gedo/im remained silenr and

(Eontimmed—from—prge—5y

rational faculties have been impaired. How, then, did he

achieve such unsatisfactory results ?

We are almost unavmdably led to conclude that the
Rebbe’s evaluation must have been, at least in part, sub-
jective. We are reasonably certain that his attitude to-

ward the State of Israel was formed long before the Six

thar all e ak contains som
subjectivity. Their view is based on two assumptions:
(1) that the realm of halachic literature, having developed
during many different periods under widely varying con-
ditions, is so vast that a number of valid halachic alterna-
tives can be deduced to cover even slightly ambiguous
situations; (2) that the process of psak consists of choos

Day*War. It follows that he approached that event within
a ready--made matrix of biases and' predispositions. His
manney of presentation—in halachic terms of aveirah,

issur, and ultimately apikorsus and kefirah—only beclouds

the fact that his own beliefs are being " expressed through
the halacha.

The significant questlon that remains at thls point Is
whéthér (assuming that his analysxs was subjective) the
Rebbe’s conclusions are to be téjected as halachically non-
valid for this reason. This depends on the role one gen-
erally assigns subjectivity in the development of halacha.

Those who completely deny it a role assume that the
posek s, a computer. During his formative years }Ie is

progra’}nmed in gemara until he internalizes the principle -

hatacha: “Fhen; when he T Fedhe- pa

Toncepts of

iculars of any given situation, the fesult is ah gutomatic

psak in which the poseb—as an mdmdual—-has‘ taken no
part. People who. agree with this  characterization will

have no difhculty in faclng the Satmar’s dtallenge : since
he departed from the standard canons of halachic practice
by bémg subjective, his conclusions may be re)ectcd as not

halughically In general how

..whethe¥ a psak is to be disqualified due to the subjectlve

nature. of its formulation ?—By c}ieckmg ‘the poseF’s pre-

- dispositions against .one’s own and rejecting the former .

when thé two conflict.
The Kuntergs represents a more. serious challenge to

ing between these alternatives, and the posek’s choice is
often influenced, at least in part, by his persona] biases.
These biases result from the total, cumulative effect of
the posek’s environment which has sensitized him to cer-

, ‘fain factors while rendering him less responsive to ethers.

In one sense, this second view helps to explain a great
deal of what the Satmar Rebbe says. We can attributé it,
iri some degree, to the influence of his background which
must have played a significant role in shaping his attitudes
and beliefs. But since we have admitted that all psa#,
including the most clearly valid decisions, may contain

_some element of subjectivity, we cannot use this criterion

to categorically reject the Rebbe’s opinions. If this be
the case, how are we to divest ourselves of this particular

. psak of the Satmar Rebbe? - - N

1 believe that since we, as individuals,"cannot lightly

dismiss the psak or invalidate it on halachic grounds, we
imust reject it on faith. We are reasonably certain that

we would have had only our intuition as the basis for
rejecting the Satmar’s well-reasoned arguments.
* x %
There has been some debate whether the Kunteres

should have been written at all. To me it appears that
“the Satmar Rebbe not only had ‘the right to publish it,

- but the duty—the duty of any halachist to evaluate sig-

nificant events in ‘the light of the halacka and to draw
what he believes are the appropriate conclusions. Thxs
duty is a three-fold responsibility : first, to himself, to un—’
burden what must be a terrible vision of a people gone
astray, preventing the Messianic era and paying for blind-
ness with tragedies counted out in Jewish lives; second,
to his immediate group of followers for practical instruc-
tion in their daily lives; and third, for the edification of
the general halachic community of world Jewry.

But the book points to a tremendous impasse for those

 who have been suggesting’that the gedolim speak out on

topics of momentous issue (such as civil rights and the

_war in Vietnam on the American scene). Herea gadol

has- done just that, and the results were disastrous. At
best, he would have consigned the J‘ewish population of
Israel to the safe keeping of the United Nations; at worst,

the Rebbe has enunciated only one possible altérnative. We

are confident that other possibilities exist, and we" must
have patience to wait until men of halachic sature

_that of the Satmar Rebbe have refuted him point b
point, forcefully and directly demonstrating the viability

he would have counseled‘a policy of appeasement to
satisfy Arab demands. With a total lack of understading

sxgned two mxllmns of thxs brethren 107 rhe possrbrhty‘ ef

Frieh

5

of “altermativet approaches totheprobl has
raised. Fortunately, in this case, perhaps because  of its

extreme nature, the refutation began almost immediately

in many circles. But our, dilemma would have been a most

frightful Tris-apparent—that morecarefut—con=

sideration willhave to-be given-to the process-of applying

" halachic categories-to the.complex issnes.of modern politics,

if the halac.’hzg is to be applied to this area at all.
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The Question Of

—— —

HAMEVASER

Through The Theories Of Maimoni

A .
The re-uniting of old and new

Jerusalem through  the Six-Day
War has been interpreted by many
a0 prelude to the cofning of the
Messizh, It stirred” up
debate concerning the  rebuliding
of the Buis Hamikdash. One of the
more delicare problems raised by
the possibility of a third Bais Ha-
mikdash is the question of reinsti-
rution of sacrifices. Is our system
of prayer a permanent, of only
temporary replacement for sacri-
fice® This artcle svill attempt to
discuss the problem through the
piews of two grear Jewish think-
ers: Maimonides and Judah Ha-
levi.

The Rambam, educated early in
both  Falmud philosophy,
reached an exceptionally high level
in both theological and philosophi-
cal studies, as he capitalized on the
environment  of  Mohammedan
Spain for the advancement of his
secular knowle In his Guide
for the Perple written for
those ““who have studied philosophy
and have acquired found knowl-

has also

and

C.

frmin-re-

el Shmidman -

Judaism with rational ideas, Ha-  health, so must the mind be prop-

Reinstitution Of sacrifice

des And Judah Halevi

the true reasons for the sacrificial

. service. The service is based on

tevi defends Judlaisnyas areligior lyfed with the food of sacrifice
beyond the realm of reason, yet and with the puriry and holiness
wrue because of the historical of the order of the sacrificial serv-.
truth of the revelation at Sinai. ice for man to be spiritually healthy
The dissimilarity of their philoso- enough for the guidance of the
phies is evident in their treatment  Divine Influence and for purity of
of the subject of sacrifices. . rthe soul. )

In Judah Halevi’s treatise on Halevi then hastens to add
Judaism, the Kuzari, the rabbi is thac his reasons are, by no means,
asked by the Khazar king for an
explanation of sacrifices. “Reason,”
maintains the king, “cannor accept
such expressions as: My offering,
My bread for My sacrifices made
by fire, for a sweet savour unto Me
(Num. 28:2), employed in con-

Feature Series

Maimonides On Natural Evil |

something much deeper, ‘and that ™
is. Divine law, instituted by God
The aathor of the Kuzari then
expounds a basic principle of his
regarding philosophy. One who
accepts commandments of God
with complete emtinah, asserts
Halevi, and without investrgating

=

the reasons behind them, is on the
highest level of emunah. Anyone

5 down to
the level of investigation, should

search for the wisdom inherent in ’

the commandments, rather than
for “evil opinions and doubts
which lead to corruption.”
The Rambam, searched for the
(Continued ait page 6)

nection with the sacrifices, deserib- —
ing them as being God's offering, To help arouse the Yeshiva
bread. and incense.”’ The rabbi ex- student from his mental torpor,
plains thar there exists, within the we introduce the following series
hody, a reasoning soul. is soul, presenting thought-provoking  €s-
however, does not dwell in the says, and excerpts from
sense of occupying space, but is . philosophical texts. Fach selection
rather independent of the body, as will .he sucteeded by penetrating <
« stated in Daniel (2:2), “Its questions which, we; hope, will
dwelling is not with the flesh,”  evoke response from both students
and is only existent in a soul-which  and faculty. The first selection is
i weptible to it. Just as God is  raken from Friedlander’s transla-
too exalted to receive any benefit rion (Pare III, Ch. XI1), of The
or pleasure from our offerings of _ Guide for the Perplexed by Mai-

storles,

IS8

chore-whil
ligious matters, are perplexed and
bewildered on acccount of the am-
biguous and figurative expressions
employed in the holy writings,” the
_Rambam attempts to prove that the

would mot exist permanently. Thus
the true kindness, and beneficence,
and goodness of Ged is clear. He
who thinks thar he can have flesh
and bones withoutr being subject
to any external influence, or any of.
the accidents of matter, unconsci-
ously wishes to reconeile two oppo-
sites, viz., to be at the same time
subject and not subject to change.
1f man were never subject to
change here could be no genera-
tion; there would be one single

theless, find that the evils of the
above kind which befall man are
very few and rare; for you find
countries that have not been flooded
or burned for thousands of years:
there arerthousands of men in per-
fect health, deformed individuals
are ‘a strange aind exceptionat oc-

The SOY invites all students
to attend Rabbi Hershel
Schacter’s Shiur in Hilchos
Brachos every Thursday éve-
ning at 8:30 in F-308.

food and drink. so is the Divine monides. In this passige, Maimoni-
Intellect emanating from Him (in  des discusses and attempts to
the form of the reasoning soul), . justify the existence of narural evil
roo exalted to partake of this food. in the world.

Jn-orderfor man ta be puided by ‘The evils e of

hat befall man ar

beiAg, but o individuats~forming—
a species. Galen; in the third sec-
tion of his book, The Use of the
Limbs, says correctly that it would
be in vain to expect to see living

currence, or say few in number if
vou object to the term exception—
they are not one-hundredth, not

25 Kistev, 5728~

s As Approached .

religious . principles expounded by this reasoning southe -mustfirst - _three kinds:— béings formed of the blood of even one-thousandth part of those
tris—irhmah—Lorahare  DIEPATE his faculties for its guid- (1) The first kind of evil is that  menstruous women and the semen—that-are-perfectly normal -

SR olposophE e -20eE Sa es play an_imporiant _which i caused to man by tecir f—vieil a—who will not die. Questions: 1. What is Maimon-

The philosophy of Halevi, on ot thiv-prepasation; pustingthe —eumstance thar he 15 subject w0 will AEver feel-pain-or—wil ceides’ conception of evil? DJoes
mind and spirit in the proper mood  genesis and destruction,-or that he  perpetually, of will shine [KE the—tr have-morat-overtones > Why

the other hand, is essentially anti-
rationalist. He reacted against
what he viewed as the decaying
Jewish life and culture of Spain
in the early twelfth century.
Rather than attempt to reconcile

‘LeHers to the Editor

(Continued from page 7)
bhind—shat—thevoluntary program

is a failure — doomed to failure-

for receiving the guidance of the
reasoning soul, ““The nobler in-

possesses a body. It is on account of
the body that some persons happen
gredients of the food,” maintains 1o have grear deformities or para-
Halevi, ‘“‘go to strengthen the Iysis of some of the organs. This
heart; th‘erbﬁt of "«\”, the spirit.”  evil may be part of the natural
Halevi compares this prodess to  Constitution of these  péfsons; -or-
that of maintaining-the health of. may. have developed subsequently
the body. Just as a man must be
well-fed for complete physical

in consequence of changes in the
elements, c.g., through bad air, or
thunderstorms, or landslides. We
—already-shown that, in accord:

I
rar

"~ BIG DISCOUNTS AT

sun. This dictum of Galen is part
of the following more general pro-
position :——Whatever is formed of
any matter receives the most per-
fect form possible in that species
of -matter; in each individual case
the defects are in accordance with
the defects of that indivitual mat-
ter. The best and most perfect be-
ing’ that can be “formed of the
blood and the semen is the species

2. Does he grapple with the
reasons for the existence of these
destructive ‘changes in the ele-

ments'? Ultimately, God would

responsible

for them, vet
not discuss this.
y n die in order
that man should live?

4. When Maimonides states that
‘evils of the above kind are very
rare, is he not, ultimately, avoid-

seem

Lait

before 1t started. I would T&spect-
fully suggest to the administration
imposition of strong reactions as
.in the Koréan War, The shortage
of Orthédox Jewish chaplains is
now acute and conspicuous and
will become increasingly so. The
“chilul ha shem” that must neces-
sarily result from this will do
neither Yeshiva, Orthodoxy, and
American Jewry little good.
Rabbi Louis Bernstein-

ance with the divine wisdom, gene~

AL FULDA'S

of man, for as far as man s nature

TR tireTssme—for—r H-does
iss2

sis can only rake place through de-
struction, and without the destruc-
tion of the individual members of
the species the species themselves

fort George Jewelers Inc.
1536 St Nicholas Ave.

T+ kAGwh, he fs Hormg, Teaserable—

and .mortal, Jt is therefore impos-
sible that man should be free from
this species of evil. You will, never-

Please address all comments’ to
“HAMEVASER " SERIES” in
care of The Editor.
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preface to his famous work™ of
mussar, Mesilas Yesharim. Rav
Touzzato claimed that his work is
merely a reminder of things that
we already know, bur which we
constantly forget. This has always
been true in_ rhzlpast, and remains
true in our time. Our age, main-,
tained Rav Paretzky, is character-
ized by an over-estimation of man’s

the great technolegical advances of
— the age Tn reality, however, we

knowledge, a delusion created by -

of the Nodah B’Yehudah, almost
two centuries ago. A disciple of the
Nodak' B’Y ehudah criticized those
rabbis of his day who decided haTa-
chic problems without adequate
kpowledge of the halacha. He com-
pared  them ta musicians who play
by_ear without ever having learned
- the musical riotes.

Throvighout the ages,. then, we
have fallen prey to the machina-
tions of the constantly active yerzer
horah. What exactly is the yetzer
horak? . g

Rabbi  Tsrael
Igeret Jdamu

Salanter,-in his

ar,...mentions

are not radically different from the
people of previous ages, and we
have _at least the same .need for

prevailing opinions. One - assumes
the vetzer horak to be the koach
b

b~ Che other sees the ra

two._

and mysteriously (with Divine
help).

"How do we proceed in this age-
old struggle against our evil tén-
dencies ‘and desires?

The proper method, asserted
Rav Paretzky, is first to adopt all
means possible to bring Terah
closer to our grasp and- reach. This
“miist e accomplished without cut-
ting ‘or shrinking the Torah, us
advocates of a mini-Judaism — a
religion which stops at a certain
length—weuld have it. A person

must then seek to emulate the ways -

~of God (“Just as*He is merciful,

' Paretsky Presents Plan To Oﬁ,rcoeretzeeroré; i -

“so st you be mierciful*y-as mueh—-

as is possible within his lmited -

boundaries, and to make a sincere

ESsar Tl e = 3
not as had, in comparison with past
eras; as some_may think.

To further substantiate this last
claim, Rav Pgretzky compared the
faulrs of many modern rabbis to
the drawbacks of rabbis in the time

CORP’
GR 38288

tional part of man that promo
spiritually unhealthy desires as the
yetzer horah. Rav Salanter, how-
ever, calls yetzer horah the com-
* bination of both, a reminder that
we must fight it both rationally

underlining of Divinity TOoug
this method, man becomes attached
to God, thus fulfilling “and to
cleave unto Him” (Deut. 11:22),

the essence of the goal for which -

we strive.
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Ropldly Growmg Suburban Communlty
Composed Of Youthful Professionals

(Continued from page 10}
bers. There is.a plaque above the
entrance in his tribu
zichron Daniel David.)

The community slowly began to
change «in appearance. lastead of
families with children of the age
of nine or ten whose primary pur-
pose was to synthesize a Torah
-background for their children in a
-suburban’énvironment, the new in-
flux of members consisted of fami-
lies of voung professionals whose
.,-primary purpose was not the Ye-
shivah for their children (it may
may have been a later goal), but
it was an orthodox schu/ which
could provide the needs of a tradi-
tional Jew in a suyburban commun-
itv. Many signs of this fact could
be seen. The little children about

thich reads  of

- Torah Judaism in

fare of the synagogue An unusual
fact is that among a good number

spouse did not become an observant
Jew until they were married.
However, what' -you--taay--ask,
will insure the survival and growth
6f Orthodoxy here? Will not the

~children of these voung marrieds

assimilate?

The answer to ‘these problems
may be found in the workings of
the schul itself. Not only is there

an active participating membership

but they are also under the leader-
ship of Rav Kanatopsky (one
of our Roshei Yeshivos) a brilliant
and sincere Ray who is dedicated
1o fostering the true . principles of
this  modern

orthodox community. Perhaps the

father and son relationships are
kept * strong and the children

or the other become ccu»tomed to_the warmth

and meaning of a service,

Also for the ages of 5 to I,
vonrl groups are managed by the
older boys of the community who
act as leaders. They perform a
variety of activities and orie Shab-
bos afternoon when I was there
they put on dramatic skits with
great enthusiasm and  excitement
for the grandparents who visited
the community. Included in the
youth program are afterncon pro-
trips, and weekends spon-
sored by the synagogue for young
children and rteenagers, - There is
also a Leaders Training program
for- teemagers;” which' has recently
acquired a vouth director, There

grams,
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The Challenge of

by Andy Solomon

T'he startling assertion by che
Alidtown Manhattan Study, com-
pleted in 1962, that 23.4% of
Midtown Manhattan’s in-residents
are mentally
and angered. many social sclentists.s
Only 18.9% of the sample taken
by Strale, Langner, Michael, Op-
ler, and Rennie swas
“well,”

“impaired”

adjudged
the remaining 81.3% dis-
tributed along a symptomatic scale.
Furtherthore, state the authors,
reason to doubr rthe
study's applicability to all of New
York City, urban  America.
Valid criticisms can, perhaps, be
made of the study; bur even rhese
cannot hide its cogent indication
that  American urban society s
sick.

there is no

nay

. Search for “Kicks”
Amidst. an efficient rechnology

Modern Soclety

bath Jewish and non-Jewish worlds
plagues  the assimilationist, An
averpowering  desire to conform,
with a lack' of  Jewish
education, motivate him to reject

coupled

consideration of the  female )
and assume the philosophy of a
society in which worden beg to be™
treated as animals. But he oo must

wrestle with his soul, for the as-

$¢X

The Editor-in-Chief and Cov-
erning  Board extend their
wishes of birchus kol tur 1o
Mitchelt Kornspan
RIETS "69
and

Kawz
en the occasion of their en-
gagement.

Susan

simitationist  séeins ; incapable - of

shocked; Judaist Tor such Teasons as ftsin= -

moral integrity which God. sought was not yet attained. He must con-
tinue to pray.in order to attain higher moral-and religious stature.
It thus becomes evident that fulfillmeént of ifian's prayers does net -

entail a change in God'swwill:

Rather,
Feligious Tegeneration:me - the -worshipper ‘has- achieved -his .religious -

it indicates the worshipper’s

goal, the need for God’s decree is abviated.

1) Immanuel Kant, Lectures on Ethics, pp. 98-103,

Nes
T 4) Volume 4, Part 1, chapter lB
5) P
6) Hllchos Teﬂllah chapter 5, paragraph 4.
7) Tradition, Summer 1965; pp, 36-37.
8) In the section on Tefilldh,
9) See Rabbi E. Bar Shaul’

. 10) P, 25.

and a mikveh. -
7 Only time will tell if the expan-
sion -problems that West Hemp-
stead is facing can be coped with.
For this community to flourish,

renders his sancturay a prison.
A similar inability to operate in

ZUNDER'S GROCERY

well as non-Jews. We are accused
of being concerned only with the
letter of the law and not its spirit,
with " ignoring meral issues of &
universal nature, and of being en-

: . s reatine his o N -
two or three who were rompmg y - i is also a specially appointed com- and sterile amoraliry, the youny totally e"“‘{‘hm% his Jf\”Sh"mj
tWo most 1mportgnt programs that . g N Americs hod ) © He is all q00 often the vierim of
around the schul; the young presi- the lay leadership and the Rabbi mMittee whose sole purpose is to American orthodox Jew attempts | seli-ha ’
dent wha could be no older than o 3 Q" h he evaluate the progress of the pro- 10 navigare through a neuratic so- 'ROOTANCE and e t-hate.

H H have developed "together are the < 5 thar searches for “kicks.” Somewhere between these two
thirty, and the relatively young age extensive youth programs and the "am and to offer anv constructive <iets thar searches for icks. . N n B 0
of-the peopte; who-so- kindde put E‘LlllC'l:t‘OnavI pro’gfrér.n - eriticisen- thac will_aid in.making . LNis precarious.position of the life- ‘;: remes “”L“hP main-stream ot

A L atll - - : - - S — cr—the < }

e up ar their home for Shabbes The vouth programs are mainly the Youth program a berter one, Dlood of American Jewry musc be - x\\§111111 UY“U&D}:S(} the] er;{m

and who attested, although they ored by ]zh 4 eorae itself At present there is no need for o ameliorated if the community is P““"v‘h l‘““;]l; vrthodox Jew. d l;
spons ¢ sy P N aps ¢ S c

had a daughter of college. age, PONSOTSC DY [he synagogue i Talmud Torah because most par- 10 survive. i3 bernaps fhe most pronounced o

o which -institutes programs that in- 5 . P 1 e his < difficulties; for he desires to re-

that  they  were among the 1ud th § ages of 235 to ents send their children to the ye- n the face of this Lhallengn : ; Y : des d N

. . S routh from o P . Abbi has  Main a steadfas - and. at the

older members of the' community. © ‘lll € yo Start o i g of shivah in the neighborhood. the American, orthodox rabbi has MM @ STeRGRAST jew an }:I ¢

college age. Stari mg at the a - i : . B e <ame time. participate in the so-

At present therenﬂt'ie over a%um fve.there oo i All the classes both for college :‘«lllml ,,mll:srabl).. Lo‘om‘ng ﬂbc?xe Soarfiee He thu  exposs
dred families enrolled as members EIEL j; fiducted b3 B MUTng tear..tooopme ¢ S SIET S

b 907 S WJM 4 service but the youth soon outgrow “vouth and adulfs are conducted by in the face of possible criticism hlmwlt to he vituperative pres-
wit Shomred Shebbas, an this because, according to Larry ‘the rabbi. After listening to his I . "‘llb i uses of a- modern America beset
0 3 ¢ . ‘al rahbis,  Cuses a-anad : wa bes

oo equally large number taking Odess, the Pre~1dent of the schul, Friday night chumash class T can "V The pmmumty eral o with secular anomie. His resulting

an active part in extricussicular the voung people do not want a €€ why e adults and young end h\;‘lmmed colleagues “h'lk moral mal vcial Cl;llf\l ion bbe'ra\'

- T R ! . . . al and sucia i tray
activities. The personality of the play service but want to really adults find his classes both intel- below him vawns the.momh o an adelescence ruthles: et upon
commurifg=does not consist of the I how to d nd, thereforé lectual stimulating and  inspira- l\hlee >9n1e\\hn[ of his own mlik— . DT sly e

>ul5urlﬁ1 in affre—(mm'dvd—cm'ﬁ oW Now fo ddver & ; —Lhere is_also " ing: soviety come to consume him, OY SOCEfY s hewildering  tempta-
o ‘business_man’ " hue_of the best way to teach them i nittee i rlt agogue which conceal Him,” Amrm tons. In this wordly, if somewhat
3 X - sy R
~the Tisig YouNg professiomat—th h—actual experience in the M) T e ST e N Aaive. striving o enjoy the best of
—E SPONSETs @ Moty book-sertes—arrd: . - o worlds, he often falkvicnm
who's totally involved in the wel-  adult service. In "this Way tHe . [y prew peaking group. The - vattowy—ir—selfindulgencer—he WO W ¢ Gite 3 VICE
- Sisterhood is one of the main ve- Shrinks from his mission to impress  *© lh perilous }:"i“‘e hFor *hf
. y . “delicate  treacherous  pat e chooses s
icles hi . s upon the community the “delicate f
The Importance of Kavanah in Prayer il chrough which the women's 3590 e sompunis hedelie | [RRT 1
~ voice is heard in the schul. ere ac &, 1 fact, tine N
(Continued from page 10) ) . s also 2 plannifg and development the very foundation of Torah Ju- MOst disgusting phfnomcnon come
form of bakashah—pet'tioning God to comply with our requests? c‘omm‘inee which analyzes the fu- daism. This disconcerting lack of © bc. kng\\'n as modem ortho-
. Furthermore, pumomnz God seems unnecessary, 'l}xks, for example, s goalsumlec unity. dynamism  hgs defaulted Jewish &‘0.\')'. His unknowing, and.of:en
the case of a man in distress. The Omaiscient God sees his distress, so Young Teract of West Hemp- leadership in Peneral and orthodox ~(earifiz. trapsgressions: evidence
that it is objectively unnecessary for him to pray; and he himself stands read s not & utoplan society; how- - feadership in particular to great vibibinic :orpidity and moral de-
st s E V5 = -
in no need of any lively representac ion of his distress, so that it ub- . N ; orators who speak the emprineds 4V
ever, but has its own unique prob- To be sure. the American Jew
jectively unnecessary for him to pra; lems, When the schal was just of a perhdloux sell-out to subtle, 1 e sure. the - an ¢
Rabbi Bachye may be preoccupied with these qnesnon: \\hen he be{n; formed there was a warm  <reeping compromise. But the will survive, burvm what form?
hserves tHAT oUr CONVERTIONAl COMCEPT Of PYayer Tsfathrious—WWe are family _atmosphere ~WHich —per- 1T cdy—itseH—becom festi It hiz hl;zhl\ unllkelx‘ that social
seustomed ta think that praver is « means to attain ‘a certain end, r.o., aded the com‘munil\' and a fecling the pathetic stumblings of the Pressures will les\:er} in the near
- fulfillment of ocur needs. This is not so. Rather, i His desire o of unite i all the activivies How— Toumz—for—a—h i search per. luture. jq“d‘ unl_\" a fool .“'Ollld ex-
bring us closer to Him in order that we may experience His immanence, ever, with more people, the sists beneath the most complacent PeSt society’s assistance in presery-
created situations of toouble and need which induces us t5 Furn in prayer coml’nunitv will become more di. facade of any adolescent on the ing Torah. The s.ur\'x\:al of Ju-
to Him. Thus, our needs are just a means; prayer is the end. Rabbi versified in irs needs and there. spectrum of Jewish vouth. daism, as alw avs. lies with )E:ildel:l[
Bachye bases his observation on Midrash Tanchuma (Ta/mla.v 9y “Why fcn; more  heterogenous  acti- The distinctive singleness of le ;eacher, Clearly, a Dfilé in
~ " Were the matriarchs sterile? Becatse God desired their praversy-Said He: vities will have to be provided for Purpose necessary to reject so- heritage on the part of lj\or is'a
the matriarchs are rich and beautiful; if I grant them childrem; they these different groups. One of the ciety,, whether from fear or cour- rTlt": ATy x;ihm}gebl ror" ﬂA merican
. : ewry, u desirable influence in
_would not pray to Me.” biggest problems that the syna- 98 charalctenzes th‘e ghetto Jew. SAEATR
Rav Kook in Olas Reiyah™ seems to pursue this thought further. gogue is facing are expansion facil- Intermarriage and divorce are not -\erican society.
. “If 4 person sees that > - i is- - —
Ple u)mments,on the srd,en;enlt uifb’g_rurho: (3.2)‘,’ ‘If 4 pers: sees ¢ ities that are desperately needed h:sbproblems. Ide:illly, ;m l‘.lfnd{s

. o was g . apain. A ;

his prayer was not answered, let him pray again ) o for special occasions, where there tur ed ascent to piety, is life is, wvschogrod Defe"se
The vicissitudes which a person undergoes during his lifetime are s no seating room in the schul. i fact, affected by a society that h

God’s way of eliciting a moral response from him. This means that a Although West Hempstead is a  Creeps in through the crevices in »on Narrow Grounds

i son is “calculated” bv correct . TR T o - .

certain trouble which tomln;fnts a perwr;)]xs Cgflmladt"efg by God tlodof etc arowing community, it is still rela his conﬁfie{xtly cons(,udedhsflle[ (Continged from page 10)

a specific mor;:l- defect.. Different ‘trouhles a ETt i irent r}zlnora e ecllsl. tively small and therefore has only  ter: Buthlt.,,xls’,n'llor; th:x.l a.s eﬁ‘e; “timengexactly. “Wyschogrod is as
A person’s attempt to_ alleviate his p;o ;ms 1] rzug pralye; ;mt one Kosher butcher (under .the that he has mht’ or he may nf sensitivk as we are to the charges

“evoke the atritude necessary to cope with the spe;x c moral defect. L ek of the rabbi); it that he cannot ;Ee ;o st;p ;,m‘oh wgainst Orchodoxy which are.cur-

3 T . . . ¥
Therefore, a person who prayed but was not agswered must continue to desperately needs a Kosher bakery it and survive; rel usal to deal with 0L - Osthodox Jews a5
pray. The fact that his prayer was not answered is an-indication that the the greater environment often B

¢ ‘and creative thinking will
have to be produced of the same
style that molded the community.

2551 Amsterdam Ave.
WA 3-2910

L | T .. inY i3 A7
titely~seH-serving—Poesn't— ¥
chogrod’s article give substance to
these charges? Bad enough thet

Lr wifl nof

thefirstarticle that Tradition pub.

/

“Mitzvah Valev,” first' section on Tefillah.

B

Hempstead can . accomplish’ this
goal to include a large population
Orthodox Judaism. in.suburbia will
be.able to add a.great- plus to its
credit, and the vanishing. Jew wa
factually be a myth.

Best Buys fc; i
- YU Guys )

Iishes 15 a detense of American
policy, But “even “worse, this de-"
fense is based .on the narrowest
grounds .of group self-interest
rather than en any moral, hala-
chic, or philosophical position.
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Wyschogrod Sees Analogy
Between Vietnam And Israel

o Continued from page 4)
depth of Professor Wyschogrod's
alleged Jewish iterest.

‘Here we find ourselves. con-

We are now prepared for a
concluding - paragraph that is a~
relief to all those who might have
thought that the arncle would be

Dr, Havazelet Investlgates Influence
of Geonim On Rambam In New Book

by Jack Walfish

A new book dealing with the
Geonim and their influence on the

Amoraim and the Rz:homm repre-
presents one of the greatest gaps

in our knowledge of halachic de-
1 PR Yeati a5 the G

sources. Using this as his thesis the
author goes on in subsequent
chapters to cite numerous paral-
Leli in-text b the Mish

Ironted by arguments that go un-
"' proven and which are modified so
much by the author himself that
they become meaningless, It is
roundaboutly implied in_the ar-
ticle that a Vietcong victory would
be a Soviet victory whichrwould
shake the stability of—the United
States and Europe, which in turn
would place “Jewish existence . . .
in jeopardy.” Calitng this “not at
all unteasonable to assume,” Wy-
schogrod does not bother to offer
any proof for this only faintly

logical deduction. Instead.he plays -

‘upon the usual sentiments and
says that “ . . Jews ought to be
awire of the Communist threat to
_‘,Jewwh existence and draw the
proper conclusion from the fact.”
And in a side comment it is im-
portant to note that he hastens to
admit_ that “genuine (positive)
changes” have taken place in g
cow of late, and that direct Jew-

ish concern in the Far BEast R of .

course minimal (it being that
there” are not many flourishing
Jewish  communities in either

taken sertously in its Vietnam con-
text. Who are these Jewish liberals
that we’ve been speaking to? And
when is it that Wyschogrod would
think. of - ing the arguments
of Jewish interest? He says that
“it is only withdrawal under con-
ditions of the surrender of South
Vietnam to Communist rule . . .
that would be catastrophic to
Jewish _interests.” If Professor
Wyschogrod is implying that the
butk of anti-war sentiment among
Jewish intellectuals calls for total:
I and is therefore asking -
for a catastrophe to befall the -
Jewish nation, I think it is a seri-
ous misunderstanding of the na-
ture of the—anti-war sentiment.
When Wyschogrod himself calls
for negotiation of a reasonable
settlement “even well short of
total victory” he is not separated

by ‘dny great distance from ‘most -

of the opposition.
What is it that Professor Wys-

‘chogmd is trying to tell us? I

acknowledge and appreciate the
criticism directed at the weak re-

- North-er—South Vi ¥
S Vietrranr):

- He emphasizes, however, that the
analogy between the Vietnamese
and Israeli situations is a far more
important argument, Though here

céptiveniess to Jewish interests on
the part of many Jewish seculari:
But Vietnam is not a case in point
and it is serious that an Orthodox

Rambea and WEtten by 2 Member
of the EMC faculty was. recently

published. *I'he work. entitled Hea~

V'Hageonim by  Dr.
wzelet, is of interest for
s historic and -halachic value.

In his book, for which he began
research fifteen vears ago, Dr. Ha-
vazelet brings to light the impor-
tance of the Georc era as reflected
in the works of the Rambam. Con-

Rambam

“sisting of a number of the author’s
previously written essays, the book

_Dr. H

who, directly  succeeding  the
Amoraim at such centers as Sura
and Pumbedirha, were responsible
for spreading the teaching of the
Mishrah and Gemora among the
scartered Jewish communities dur-
ing that period and were relied
upon to apply the recently com-
pleted Talmud to daily Jewish
living. In‘their most 1mpurtdnt role
as Poskim, the - Geanim publlshed
responsa and compiled specialized

- codes on various aspects of kalacha,

some of which have relatively re-
céntly come “under intensive
search. Having explored many of
these monographs, Dr. Havazeler
demonstrates thar the Rambam no
dpubt had access to a gredt manv
?these previously compiled Piskai
Dinim and relied upon rhem ex-
tensively in compiling his Yad

re-

Hachazakah,”

In the m(mduc(ory chapter of

* his book the author describes the

historical relationship between the
Rambam and the Geonim and re-
lates the fundamental differences

to the decline of the authorlty of
the Babylonian Geonim and the
rise of the new center of learning
in Spain. Despite his rejection of

nah Torah and such Geonic codes
as the Halachos Gedolos.

The book reveals striking simi%

larities in style, organization and
classification between the Rambam
and the Geonic works, One chap-
ter is devoted to disclosing the in-
fuence which the Siddur of Saadya
Gaon had on Hilchos Tephilah of
the Rambani. Even the Rambam's
composition of his Sefer Fla Mitz-
. vos seems to be carried over from
the style of the Halochos Gedolos.
Of still greater importange is
Havazelet's proposition that many
of the Rambam’s statements which
have bewildered other Rishonim
and A charonim who could find no
apparent source for what the Ram.
“tham says can be traced to some
previous (Geonic work. - It s
especially in.view of this possibility
which could open many vistas in
halachic research that Dr. Hava-
zelet’s work may be regarded as
important for us today.

Br. Havazelet,- who is an asso-
#ctate professor of Babylonian and
—Yodern Hebrew hiswory im EMC—

hopes o write a similar volume
serving exclusively -as a compara-
rive analysis of certain monographs
of the Geonim and the correspond-

scholar has attempted to prove the

— e could-agreewerethere

substans
tial proof of a direct relationship,

none is forthcoming from Dr.

opposite. In a situation where the
Jewish interest is at best highly
conjectural, ir is placed in opposi-

concentrates on the immediate in-
fluence which the Geonim had’on
the. 1alls

Rambam's writings esp

the

theabsotatefegistarive authority
of the Geonim and his belief, that

. & .
times demanded various
>

h in—th tat £ Jewish

ing halachos in the Rambam. He
has recently taken the place of Dr.
Samuel Mirsky Zt2’/ as editof of

Tread—h v
¥ &

New York Time’s artigle i which

tion TG a powertul array Of MOTAl
S

his monumental Misknak Torakh.

affairs, the Rambam nonetheless

T'alpiof. His book may be pur-

Ahmed Shukairy, Chairfnan of the
Palestine Liberation Organization,
is quoted as claiming that his
leaders have been studying the
guerilla tactics of the National
Liberation . Front,  Wyschogrod
follows. the quote with the . com-
ment that “the parallel between
the fate of the Vietcong and the

Dr. Liebman expresses my sen-

(Continued on page 9)

“Theape ot “the Geonim WHhich
spans the four and one half cen-
turies  (589-1038) between the

used the writings of the Geonim
for much of his Yad Hachazakah,
albeit without mentioning his

¢hased by students at a reduced
price in the Talpiot office in Furst
Hall.

The Importance Of

Kavanah

In Prayer

Suburbia 2"

West Hempstead

1 1o

by Jay

P.L.O. 1 thus very clear to M. . ..

Shokair B 1t d . ) ~(Continued from page +) as far as prayer. All authorities . - .

Shukairy.” s no ‘e:'.‘ clear At heme of prayer was.not force up- _concur that £ k is indisen In the Orthodox Jewish com- emerged. A few families began to

al. Do we.need o NIF = - " . A T munity of Wese H d_one  move in the area of the Yeshizah
- | b , - on judaisrr by cerrain phitosophical —suble To-awodah sietier—Fuarrer- F 3 € >

tory to tell us thar guerilla tactics of the many fast-growing sections because, as rising middle class

are-sailitary maneuvers worthy of
emulation? Why would the even-
tual fate of the N.L.F. matter at
all here? :
Then Wyschogrod has the only
1

by the lessons of the June
war in the Middle East. He says
that an Americar defeat by the
,-N.L'F. would give the Arabs con-
fidence in their own national “war
of liberation” because’ they would
know “that the verbal commitment

to'small, democratic states does not ~

go beyond the verbal: But we can
see, as a result of our official reac-
tion in June, that such. a com-
mitment is not of any great sub-
stance and it is @oubrful that in
the future the Arabs will wage
war contingent upon it. However
even if such a commitment should
exist, is it not more plausible to
expect its“fulfithment, whemr we are
disengaged ‘economically and mili-
tarily ‘from Vietnam? Further-
more, Wyschogrod . ignores the

int_of this_whole section _

considerations. This theme has tra-
ditionally been an integral part of
the laws of prayer. The Talmudic
controversy regarding the necessity
for kavanah (intention) for the
fulfillment of mitzvos is irrelevant

the kavanah reqmred for
prayer is not merely an intention
of compliance with God's will;
kavanah for prayer involves, as the
Rambam prescnbes, an awareness
of ¢ ctandmg in heaven

more,

.

The concept of prayer as a religious experience consisting of the

ongoing dialogue between-the Jew

and his Maker is portrayed most

cogently by the image of prayer as a perpetuation of the prophecy of

old. "Marev Joseph Soloveitchik in

The Lonely Man-of Faith’” makes

this point ‘in describing the historically crucial decision which lay behind
the Great Assembly’s (4 nshei Knesses Hagedolah) decision to standarize

prayer. With the death of the last
Malachi), the ancient dialogue betwi

prophets (Haggai,: Zacharia and
een God and man seemed to come

to an abrupr‘mﬂJﬁTc Gieat Assemblx refused, however, to. permit the
cessation~of the God-man dialogue, for they | kiew that with its cessation
the Jewish community would lose the intimate companlonshlp of God.

They therefore reversed the order in
“While within the

speaks and man

which, the dialogue was conducted :

etic_community God_takes the initiative—He _
stens—in the prayer community the initiative belongs
to man: he does the speaking and’ God, the listening . . .

If God has

stopped calling man, they (the Great Assembly) urged, let man call

22

in Nassau Cotirity, one finds the
antithesis. of what, one would ex-
pect in a typical suburban Jewish'
community. Instead of finding
widespread assimilation in which
Jewish-identity is being lost en the
golf courses, one finds in West
Hempstead a community -which
can boast that 90% of its members
are Shomrei Shabbos. The mem-
bership of the Young Israel of
West Hempstead has doubled in
the past three or four years and
the enrollment will probably con-
tinue to grow at the same rate or
keep ahead of its pace in-the near
future. The following observations
will perhaps shed some light in
explaining why a vibrant growing'

families, they wanted the advan-
tages of a centrally located subur-
ban community, but even more
cructal was the fact that they de-
sired to send their children to the
Yeshivah.. Thus the Kehillak of
orthodoxy in West Hempstead
centered in the confines of the Ye-
shivah itself. To obtain a minyan
for Shabbos the people needed help
from the Yeshiva of Torah U'Me-
sorak, to send ‘young men who
would lodge at the homes of the
congregants.

" As recently as five years ago the
fledgling but ‘close-knit community
of thirty or forty families began
considering a building of  their
own, and although there were fi-

‘orthodoxy exists in one community
surrounded by a massive suburbia
of vanishing Jews.

Orthodoxy had: its beginnings in

(;9d~”

* *

Ke Inat‘ll), in hls attempt to ex

possibility that a cessation of the

war might restlt from our desire”
for peace and will -not be mis-"

construed as a major military de-
feat for a mighty democratic
power, |

Tnsight capabl

*

Rabeypnu Bachye ben Asher (a student of the Rashba, in Kad Ha-

d the function of prayer, dlscerns A0 o thirteen years

—us o engape in A voddh-shebaled.

Before this insight is discussed,

however, another question should

"be'raised:-1f prayer-aims toattain-proximity with God -and ‘te -articulate

Jour religious feelings, why must a

(Continued on page 9)

great portion of praver take the

wWest Hempstéad when the He ™

brew Academy or Yeshiva of West
Hempstead approximately twelve
. At that time

the extent . of _Iudausm in, West
Hempstead consisted of-a Conser-

vative Temple in the area, which ~

had six or seven: hundred member
families. The Yeshivah was the

nucleus of the  Orthodoxy » that .

nancial and land difficulties within
a year the umblhcal ties 5 the
Yeshivah were cut and the infant
‘Young Israel began to grow in

owny building. (Mr./ Odess, the
president of the schu/ related to me
_the story _of Daniel -Shachter who

of the commuility becatse with a
heart condition he did the work of
‘ten people, When he died suddenly’
it came as a shock to many méem-
{Continued on page 9)
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