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=-~-~~-=conrr0RJafiijcn1ffc~ tsraet':,=Dc,·ti Vs .. -Non~DatF·-~ 
~----~--~·--·by.LAWRENCE HAJ.PERN Achra''}.However,,although he main~ such an opti- ~·an -~-it., apiaineel";,; .--~· 

.. · · mistic" vti-,,. of our current histiiry, Rav Kaslier is pessi- ihat one could find a 11!"'81 deal of merit in his 'coagrega- . · ED1TO",'s NO:rlil Lawrence H '4Pern is a formtf etJl/or of _ _ mistic'almu( the. ~ilit:( of. tl!e If!!# ,rinni,ng- over the ~ion' Jince they h!i4 been keeping the conunadmeut of -
COMMENTA-TOR (1959-601 ~ .. - _ lo·daii, tu Cba~ir/ aft~ ~-that,~ ~uhi, Et-et.--Yiwatl -"''5e00Ud---of-most.:ot.theil'. lives,· 

--- - - - --- -sifrcnhe beginiiing -of-tire p,,liticalcZionist·~--~~~~ {97; 98) ~~~ --- -- -~--u--ot-1 years bav,1! ~"111e'JIC)lltl<m-.. _ --- at the--tum..of..,the.,centuey-,_ToralLJewcy . .hai~ ---..-fere-.T,,,,,_., 1,e _, __ -,-____ · __ , __ ,. ____ ~ ~.,the..Ki/unda.Ra.v.took. toward . .t.he lll-tlali..:B«ause 
with the question of bow to make Torah a,nffectl~ force "And -w In our genen,tfon, in ~ Mealanic of the mesirat nefesh exhibited by the resiilents of the 

· witlrln the Jewish State witJli,ut aliena(ing the Mn-rel.- , pem,d, where a large ... inent of our ·people State of Israel, I feel that oile is justified in lltill con-
-. -~ majority,""4'-witoout ereating-a-sehism ~ --,----·1roi th.. _wl•iUff _ .,f--ffnalr·Shenlsblocm,~ -~_Gfltllal, that oomes,not in spite of Ille aliaence 

_ - -.---- issues, Today, as Israel is being deliberately and ~ _aceon:llneJy_ cllfficult-1o undentiind how It is at of '/"sJn,va/,, as Rav Kasber sugge.ts, hut as a res!llt of 
:-'---.---::-i!i_gjy isolat~ f!'.Ont the nati!)l!!I_Qf th~ wor!d,_!!,e 9.*8!iOn .. .oll .panil,lit . .Jhat lheJ_wlll_ Mpallf.Jiy !MmleMII. _ T',...,..,k;_Whl!j,Uo SIi}' tbaUbe soldier fighting ill the 

has _betolne "'91:<> crucial. · , . . Further, ~<ffllgia11uamm..,lty does ~ have bui!kea on tlie bank of the Sue1· l!i contributing les!I to 
On the one hand, the opportu~Torah iJ\Jluence the .~ or the -,tv.nfty_ to Jppmaj:h the eoming of the G...W. than !lie student learning Torah __ Jw grown.since tlle ,ll)iniculousevents of th~ $A:·:Day '· -lhen,.'wfth Ille purpose of brhteini iham . .back, ____in the Bet.Bamidnu"1 At the very least, it seems to me, 

· War, because Israel's political and military lead~l'S and and wauld that jt lteep- coqtrol_ over Itself. , . . · these soldiers exlnbit a commitment to Kial Yilrul and 
'its people are, for various.reasons, turning inward i9~ Therefore - must -, that· HalCadoM loruclt S'els Yimlelwhlchis an~tprecondition to T,,_ 
our Jewish cultural heritage and to H akadp¢ '~ H,, wifl Hlnaeeff awoken ,._, to CSfi t nee -· 'PM This cornmitgnt. ~mild_ h«uiu:dfidPJJt _tn eQf-OJu:age _ 

· H•. On the other hand, much needed Jewish-llDiti--bHhe- ---Rav·Avrabant ~~'1-· was--~-mere-epti---~..the..llllli. tn.reacll.J211tJmclattemllt.to eiiiicb31w .. ~t: 
--~-oiJVorld--'""1atienof_Isrul is.~ioed'l>y--::~JiD.::!imll;JT~~-~~~-- ~tyitJ,_Torah. -- --- - _____ , _ ·····----~ abated religioU&-nOD-religious 1~ion and-ina'eaw ten- · son for ~; about the prospects of j)Ol'Slllldlng-flit,- - , _._ . .Let .us .not.be so self-righleo\lS- as _to beliettlliat (JUI __ 

sion between noanative Orthoq_&xy and other p;ljgions lo-da# to do 1"~ OnJt,-11e write8': . .,; _ - ~ _ .<Xl!l~ts with .!¥ /o.dati .will .be one-sided,:IWigio!Jll. _ __-__ 
sects or denominations. . '"Deep {n the heart of_ every J-, in Its pu-t . Jews have much to learn f- the ~-nonsense effecti-ve-

It Is !f,e pu.,,.. .. of-t~i• article to examlo,,•and and holiest - tliere Wazes·the fire.of nessofsl!chlsqellinstltutlonsasZ~and!Jle.J[lbbtds, _ 
com-nt UIKIJI a number of ottltudes ......... ll!lJ ,he Israel'. The,.· can be no mistaking 1ls' clemandi and from the people who are the products of these institu-
lntei:edion of ,-Hglous Orthodm; IIJdjJ,-aa,I; ~ , fpt- pp o,aoalc and lnlllvl..,. llond Mww- -~We-have a masage te ghe, bttt we have meSsagts llglous (lo-datl} J•- in the Zlanist movement _,... in life and al.I of God's ~ , , ;" . to bring back. . - • 
iGi-SfaieoTlsriMJ·ase,ipreaecl by so- of ovt •- Rav Kook ~ted out that a rel~ but Jlatfonalistic. If·anytlm,g,tliere is a danger of being o,my eonlldfflt atlve .-.fi9louo ,_,.,. and Gedcilhii. ~ wllltlNi, ~;-Jew participaledinKlal Yisrul wllether he knew it or ~-aiiifpatemalisticiliceiirJ!eiiliiigs with the iioiHelljjlous ~--

not and . c-- · · • .in Israel, particularly in the political and legislative 
- "therefore .It-lo pofntfet!s lo w.,.. a bitter and Ill- sp~. Perhaps we must reevaluate our notion that a 

. . - concwiYed-. w.... !Mt-th- who in to religious mhiority ~~ !!ttempt to enact new_ Torah--

:;:--=:;:::?~~==~=~=~=~==:~~;=~~=J=:~;;~:::::;;~::-~~'!'I · · .,,-...., ,ewi.i. •ractei. . . . · 

--~Hlstafi! as &11 ·answer to !lie ]ewisti Cf)~ IQII 
in the GaM. Ho~, it could not become a_~t 

-~cation for-~91Dl_i!,_ui,,g_int.f,rac~ with~Jii,:S,tate, _ 
:Fires are; aflef iill, putout. Unfortunately, llianir 'of-~- -. 

~---~ l'el;tttrlriJ~bltf JlllilHli!!gfiiLCl!lltll!,ls~.'~-::;: .. 
; .. to !lll)ments <!Lcrlsis or li!Olllents _of_~\ioi\:LiJ<e. . 

. trl!.veJers 0/I li ioad who have had biller ~ al0113-

. tbe 'l'!&Y;we group-~-'llt- the,-sigltt-<lf-~on 
-y and ~joice together in .his defeat, but.~ vie, 

. '"~_our disputes again and ~Oljl'-separ;,ie ways. - • . ·, .s. the'il;;eof .Rabbi M~ we,have ~un,
-~·many crises and ·llWIY ~es, ""'d ,we .Ali!iuld 
-·~·draw on tha! history_,oJ sl!l:CeSSIIIJ ~'COIi'-. 
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___ - ___ .A Strug.gleJJJJ£L_'fhe _ Rolii_ Of Th:<!_~tat·e 
A rnoh furiouslv s.tt1rms the' Knesset. Scores of peopfrt .--- - by ALA.t•i ODESS ing Levi Eshkol1s governn1eTit;1lie:.Tehgiouir :P~t-hes· l'E- -

pound, the gates ~ntil polk-e repulse- them. further en- domination Of ffiuc:ation and declared: ceived the p:omise of a unH?fm Shabbat Ja~. -·~, 
rai{ed they take a makeshift model of a man

1 
stifog it Hog farnun~, also, was ou,tlawed based on an. ag:ee-

- i:tp -,,n a. It-ee, do"tise,ir-lt, gas-otine, -set it ~bfa: .. ,:e, and-cla-nc-€- - "}Ve repre~!1~ _Judaism as much as you!,,:, fnent with Lev, EshkoPs· government_; ~n _the early rune-
around -the fir~. The n1a.r1 they burn is Ch1Af R,,J.bbi .l\11s-. -.- }(ffi~£eleCt.IOiiK·Wetti field· Off this-issue the government teerr-fiftie:-1; however..,._ whe_ n meaCw~~ ~~~op.!_c!~ ~e-~s beg_a_n 

,_,_...,, carrii; to the onl_v rea"sonable decision. There was to be a l bl t - t f r l ,, - ~ sim. The people _who· rt-ve} arountl the flames are lndian ta rais:f' and s~ll_,porll'.. ;n~ e O g~i.n su.ppor ,0 any )l., 

_ --Jews;-.wnut"Israet · · .§t~te system ~nd a religious state system which would f5l~l*idi!1g ~'practice, som~ part1~s att?1:1fJ~ed t? enlist 
Such !urv has. he'en common in Israel's_ -twentv~one have to foll()", i si"pgle-sfa-ncia"fO.- Pai-ellfs-WtlU.Ia- decide volunteers wlio wOutd -freely-stop Jwg.....raismg,_Tb1s __ J£.eli_-__ 

uear histot_\:_ B.otb rdigio_ us and noll-religious ha~e shown_ where to send their chndren. U11fortunatelv, this decision intentioned campaign failed and _ne_-ither in_SJ~abbap res-
;, represented a st~llemate inore than an agr~ement. J "--each other genuine hatred. One qaq see this in the glaring trictions nor in kashrut have re 1g1ous par~~ ~n abhi: 
Cyt..s· of a :,.matt -Isradi boy who .ahom5.. "D.dti'-' as -¥nu A.a .. w:• have seent the religious parties;' 1nistrust to present a meaningful. case to the non-rehg10us, These 
p,1.,.<tS him by. One can hear lt in the sarcasm of a. Jew of th• secuJar part!&s h-0$ often led _tftem to take laws, particularly Shabbat, J~wsi ~v~<t~-~o~~-_the._han--
wh:o, passing a religious funeral, suggests thit alfreligious &rtreme positions c.niJ' assume defenslve postures. mark of the religious establishme_nL Too often disputes __ _ 
-poopk--shtH¾ld join the dt1ttrl-rria-n-. _ ~,re,L to~i Jhey_ ts~e ___ b~!t U_!t_a:_b,e to ~~rrur1:unicat~ boil dowJ1_ to a basic disagr~er11et_1t_ abou_t t~~ .purpose of · ·. 

At the r6ot·of these feelings is. a struggie to determine _\~'ith their opponents. One sUch issue invoiv6d women the state. . -- --c-..---- -
the role of the. state~whether it shaU be a h6me for Juda- and the drci:lr. During its early years th& army exw But thi:s disagreement was actually at th:e h~r! ~_f_a dif-
ism or for Jews. The focal point of this struggle has been empted aU religious __siri'S' from 5:9rvice untHt disturbed f~~ent co?troversy-t~e struggle over a cons,ti~ution. To 
the political arena. But then~, where one should find ex- by large sccde -rl!VQsion, Ben~Gu_!'ion began to push a the American Jew, a constitutio11 1S a set of rules g-BVern-
J~ianation one finds txdaro!fion. \Yhere one hopes to see bill through the Knesset for at l~O$t civilian service. ing the bchaviQr of the political community: To the Is-
persuasioi{° one sees aold-fashfoned horse-trading.' 1 Where The measure croated a stjr i~. re.iigiO.us c:irdes. The raeli, bow~ver, it is a statement of the soal, the guiding 
one ought to hear reason, one witnesses sordid struggles ai,ar~)'~s effect upon feminine morality was far frOrn force of a riation. \\'ithin such a coritexr--religious parties 
i9r power. 'In their to:ntroversies religious- and non~reli~ salutary. J>oubt(es:sr they alsc mistrusted any, attempt underst~ndably daimed that the Torah was indeerl the 

_ _gioos. p_ar:1ie_s. b-a_\:.e__!oQ_9g~.1~:!~~~11 1:1nnece!'>sa.rily divergent to draft religious women even in t:iviiian roles. State1s only constitution. Here, again1 the controversy be~ 
.., positions: and too often' failed io ei-piaiii if1e1r·.views1::rear1y- -~--~--tm---imen.se.-..s~uggkLWltb_Ji_~r_t~~--~~sf:·~e~ __ _:_g_3:~.!Y~t~ an inability to_ communicate and, hence, fuHy 

-_ .::andJ:ionestlf- They-~J-,.~uentl~·- fo.r.gotten theu-deter~- _ _ .n:t~~~'!'~t~-~~-~ ~y__-_r~fJ9_i~_ ~p_:i, }~t~,_ -~!1-d -PfOier-- grasp the -lSsUe"s~-Oury: a--rare 1nemDerot-ttre-Krre-~ch -
ffiinatl9n to _Jpln in a· political community. Further1 in meeting5, the biH was passed. - - ------ -- is ..PrOfes~or Dinus under~tood this. 
doing so, th_c;y"t:tave_ buijt barriers between Israelis, Objectively, it seemed to be quite fair. The law -re- "What is a Constitution? A Constitution is' first 

Nowhere have these barri~rs been 1~ore apparent, ~~- ·quiretl mandarory-civiHan service in hospitals, -govern~ and -foremost an expression of the common wm of 
where has the tendency to resort to mob hysteria and ment offi:~es, a,.nd religious kibbutzim for girls whose home a people to live together within ...-certain- poUttc;d 
power tactics been dearer Uran in the various activities backgrom~d saw __ their services extefl.ding beyond the order. The Constitution establishes the principle~ and 
af tbe Ntturai Karts F@sideo tl:leir oon-si:aflt ste!ting.-0f hm:iie.., Girls wmdd where · · · · 
vehicles on Skabbat Or of women ·in sleeveless dresses would not have to wear uniforms, ~raclicaJly speaking to live in cemmunitY/' he -said .. ~ 
thi:.-,e people have acted mbre grotesouelv. Shortly afte; exemptions wer.e still available. Yet ii was the- mistrust The above controversy over the rOle of the State has 
the state was declared, they enga~ed · in ·,5tench-bo~bing of the secular government which doubtless inspired such created anOther problem1 one wqich, more than any other, 
of cafes and theatres open 011 Shabbat. Later an affiliated intense and bitter objection.4 threatens the future status of reiigion in-1sr3.el. In 1958, 

v,;as discovered possessing rifles; "tnolotov cock-- Again, when. certain clen_ients l.'1 Israel recently bega."'l. a ruimg b)' the minister of the intfrior beian a battle 
hand grenades, ahd plans to bom:b the Kn-esset. 1 · to a~:tate for draftfag-yeshiva stu?ents, .t~e religious~~m- whose 1mpact is still fel!_ lVhen he allowed anyoile-Who 

______ u s m~-~ un mg: was e case o _ u .,. . . . , . . lea~ its true os1tion. claimed to ~ a _ ew:_ to _re~1ster as such, be set off_ a dis-
~:::His papm:rs:;: RUS'-P-lll 1mm1grants, 'reff1iim wlth uctt1a.Hy1~t5Jetet feare61 't't"ltb l'eason, that the-- ptite abo&t th·e ven den-. · -

__ ------,.his--~-M-f--..f.m-..t~.y~.s-.while-.~.-§Ot--sllttled..,----£.~3mt_!~~~ lif.e ,m~-3!!~~ _'!~~-'-t~~~~~f:01:c_a,:.'-7-:---:-~~~ '!&:Jin in I-%? :wher, jlrruher. ·Dan·-
\Vhe~ they r,ame to get h.imi howev.er 1 they disco~ered he _ twnal _goals. To_ t~e "~~H~~ ho~~er, ~i;:Y prattled o~ lel, a ~annel~te ~onk bu;:ri ~ J~.;; ·r~~;;;~ Citi-;~SnIP :- :'\ 
had D-een sent off.- After- a two-year search the boy turned pbout kalq,khot which e}t.emp-t ye~h1va stud~nts. Even H through the· law of return. Here even secularists could ---.1 

·'up in W'illiam!;$urg. NOn-~~,Jigioos Israelis reacte9 furi- the Jw~akkah_ were such (and th:" halakhah only e);dudes not accept a Christian Jew; fort; do 501 as Judg~Silberg ) 
ousiy, espedaIJy-when they. heard the grancffath?r 1s rea~ exceptmna! ~cholars. from Sfl'Ytce) s~ch an arg~m~nt _ ~aid, would'be tO' '1strike Out the historical and sanctified --f 

};i~ __ s,.i !~_,._-~~~-~~dl""~t-~oy_ -~~- ·!fl':~~~~i~;~sMI,_~~~"'-~:__~.c~-::-_~~~~-never tm~~~:-~1:_~~~-~-c.~:n_i:nitted t~-~-~~f!_~~;_;;,:~-~~~E~~~-tE~~ -~t:i~~~J_Q~!~..E?El~ JeW _a(ld_ tQ. __ 4ei1y .~_;~ 
uut.1 '-= cu~ ion· usse- e woun1 receive m 1iraw1 ' · · - 7 > 

<tcbools and to bis fa.th€rr& ln~ing a voorixcR)s tafiar. But , 
his grandfather report~ly acted ha-Sed on a .Hpsaka of . 
Rav Tzvi Pessach Frank, a fact which kept the religious 

, establishment from an open condemnation of the affair. 
·-:_~~-:-_-~·~-:tw,c~~~~ieus;... ___ ~-

B t th non•reH iotJs- hove had their uota cf 
--!'~~r_e:~st~ Jt?_o...:'.. ~_oli~rnen have c_cnstontly been bt:utal 
· -to -~-~J,m,iii,;friiffn!!c"j,etieeM!y;--~ 

group of people detained for plotting th-e · bombing 
of the Knesset was· b~cten, -tortured, Ond it11p\-iSorieid 
w~thoot tdat likewise, the· itn.1t()p,s.y problem: is well~ 

"imown: it has tifJ:pe:erred tigain cmd again Since th~ 
founding of tke state. The ~fodors who, with un~ 
disguised gl~e, cut u~.!he corpsei of religious people, 

· were not t.my" ieu gtot~sque or -crude thon JYeturai 
Kcrtd fu it& worst me>11v;r1ts. 

C-~ise.s Hke--these created foeling:S of mistrust and fear. 
r'.. -~uch emotions-made the toad-to.an educational syst-em 

in far.le! m~cll roCkier than it might have been otherwise. 
_ ~e State'~ present edt1Cational syst.em grew out .of ~the 

,___:.__:.::__:__ _ _'5'iskru," days._ Then there were .trencl$i separa:le_ sch.ool 
-, --- ~ems-wl>ieh-tbtje,-,islt-~ncy;-=tt.--some--,:,_.---

ported. FurihC?:·,if.fmtt tin1e1 -f!¥fh polilTciCpaffy'iiriacte--·-
-- - ,;;,t:twn itl idoo\.,gy wss taught in .it,; -schools. 'fhe-si,stem-

- rerii_alti~d like thiS ~ven after 194$: ~ 
Bl.it with the ·~U:ivaf o"f 1~ew imm~grax~~ from Yem.en · 

· and oth('r Middle Eas,ei·n-cminfr1ii,a ,li,eitTo tiie.fafos---~ 
quo arose~ )'.'hei.Ufri:m~gr,u,t~ were most1Y_!~!i_!jf~; an<l ·if 
Mi>r-aclli and ~h were t~ have control of their educa--

... _tioo..:t;l:iey~,.-.,lillf.fu,w"" maJr,IlJy J11Jll'l)(J!tI;~t.\l'i!l!!1u.~ 
g..i,,atioo.._-Thls, fm, "fai>ai:-was ini-Olerable: ,fhey-set up ·--
~Ii, witll: .!<l>nllgrt\ion cam;,.s where "wmo r.ellgioh'' 
_Id, J,1/ 'f;J,l/gh_t; 1i'blle sh; rell$io1Wimtios'.¼i<lv<<itlel:! 

· • "edni:~tion ~- by 

_hoi!,' "'"l~·'W!"'# 
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by JACK fALfl!iH movies, the··most recent French-styles- and the most pop~ and .otherwise1 be{:ome detestable obst1tcJeS.1ake7i-;~aU·:-----~ 

Editor's note: Jack \Valfish is Contributing Editor. of 
HA!l<rEVASER. 

ular Jtalian actresses _to -,grace .. bi_s rui-tion.- As a_ Jewish individual, one such soliller 1may be barmless1 but .a sod- i 
stJrdier, he protects that·of-Vl:_hkh·two fhousand years of etY in Which the overwhelming majority will have taken 

anti-Semitism have supposedlyAi~rived his nation~that part in military service and· are more or less of the same 
- - --Ar a ume··when tlle ·battle -tagerr··endiBsJY-across -the .,__~ ·wnrcn:-hrs·generafi&rl, '"Cbose"u--rrom· affi.onrcso tnany-others;·- frame -of-niind --coold--wen --ht! -On- ~ts-wa,y. to_ one Of the 

besiege~- "ce_asefr_re!' lines in the Middle East, there.is no has finally be.?r_1 __ ~.ble to achieve. Once co11vinced Lh.at this' _most rapid spiritual .and mt;ral -declines known to dviliza-
one in Israel who._has.·had to ~k himself the' question, oft tion.1 

--re~at.e-tf--WTth· i1£iiiiifs. to·-the-OThet-·\vars:·--r:iwnat~_are-·we There ts 1
-of eour~~-tl-rt! '.al-ternate-explaua.tion to the de--

"" fighting for?n The ·answer at pif:c;en~ is so o~vious~ SO sign of the Jewish na~iona.l stniggle, t_he answer th~.-~c-

na:turai to a world in which all living thillgs are bent ularist historian ·so, 8.e,perate!y tries to avoid. Though it 

~___,µPfJ_ft-r-ema-ining--.aJ.tve-,--tha-t--t;0-~ask it.-would_.he .. to-qu.estion may deny the Israe}i JSolditr the satisfaction of knowing 

· -- Lfie-basic na1ure: of life iisclf:-7!-o'f the--6-omen-t no furt-.he-r- hi-~ gena=ati.gn has fornugh him succeeded where _so many 

explariations ;r~ · n~ce'ssary. B.ut if one were tO ask +he before have failed, the religious_ character of tht nation 

--same·que:;tiun· with Tegards to any per-iet:Hn -th-e-t-housa.m:IS---- wfiln. viewed as_ the c:~nuaL_ objed of_ :th_e thOusand.! ___ ~f 

of -years of COD!tant r~ish· struggle Woultl_ .. t:!1e~~~r____ years I.If Jewish struggle unquestionably- ~et.,'the IStadi 

-itillhC tbt--8..l~e? H!!S :ph)'Sical slltviVal ·i"IIWa}·s been the ~ military apart_ from any that have prcceeded it. For de~ 

motivn_ti':)& factor thrcugl_lou_t the ages __ of a ~-ri~et:1_ah::on~- spite·tbe Hber&l trends lflthin b"raeITsoci~y;-th~u~k.!J.ill_ 

Bid whkb has ne_ver disso~_iated itself- frorii _tlie Jevvish no Country in the world in which religion is so basic to the 

flalion? The ·latter question h.is long been the- crux. of. a hi.'Jtorkal fabric and evtry~day. functioning of 'its people. 

very cruclaLreligiv~ historical de~ate. Bnt. seen in (his context; the I.'Jraeli armed force-£ could 

To the 0bservan~ Tew whOie erltire. life centers U~- · --p;fl.tectott ____ " __ 

· preserving and propa~gating the tradition~ handed down of a religious state. Though it may be true that the bloody . 

since the Revelation. the view which sees the historical business of war itself may not differ radically whether the 

---~-Oi.the-J.e.ws..~~y . ..a . .sm~ P...fil..LQt the nat_gr_al- c.ombatauts are spiritn'ffl? or materially moti,·ated, it is 

3t~--uf:.a-l.~:..litlng::~s:.N.--li:Y:e::Qff-_::ifl_i;-__ ~~-J!1-.~~~-~~- - - in the iitermath--=iil- lEe-retlirb-- to· civ1llaiY1ite;::=that the 

is·-iooeed- alien. Ye-tit is ltlst this notfon vrith which his- ~"-'t- ~JfShirpl)' tmei-ge: and !.t is here· thit ·tne roie 

tori-.ims and ·$t,dol6gists_.-· '.~th Jewish .ind- -genUle, have of the military ·"in foraeH life offers the nation its greatest 

tried to explain thi enigmatic Jewish -struggle .. AppearinK opportunity for a spiritually oriente(f Society. for it is a 

during_the Haskatah, dearly expostulated in KarC!'vfarx's known truth th~t g·cnuine loVe and respect for any ideal 

)l1>jtipg.;,; ~implied at gm.,. tum_ Dv ccmte.'11 orarv secular· cannot folly be achieved until one has truly sacriticed for 

is-ts and religious refom1e_rs·., thjs view conc_eivfr,i the entire ;t .. a.id tlte tl,rct J .... ars of mtHLr:, so_ ,ice B:· T-r--eli youth 

Jewish struggle as a situatiol1 µTI.posaj._ strictly·_ ~y ,the c:ould be just this type of sacrifice. Hence, !i the Israeli 

p-h,Ysltal Jhr:eats an.tj Socic--economic preBSures- steIDming soldiet were consciously aware of tbe ~piritual goals for 
·f~om - t.lie omnipresen·t scOurge· of anti-Semitism. Even Zfont.tt ·.tn,hiv.:, whiw½. he is giving ·e. part of his life, hi3 yea.."°S of service 

granti.pg the spiritual character of "the it.ruggle whkh has Soldier&~ dance at Ko-M could infuse untold religious enthusiasm; analogous per· 

acco.muani-ed t11e ph.ys:aJ.; these,..secalar- theod:~:ts see in is the nature ·m--his taskj th:e· Israeli soldier, upon fill- haps~ in its 01;.-n way, to that experierrt::ed by ~he- Yeshiva 

e.ssent~. 0tllv the unfortxtnate descendents of a He-brew filling his servi.cei will-waste no. time in ·trying to gaiu his - 5:tudent completing a_ numb~r, cff years of total dedi_cati_on 

- · - - - - e a.ccused. Of .deki.de and share. in .that -for _whkh. h~. has fought for .s,;dongi'He will to lear..,.11.i.ng. 



The· GESH.ER FOUND:\ TION, InC. has been formed 
to build bridges between the rapidly polari;dng 
sectors the Israe_li Jewish con):munity _t Sensitive c:b-
se-rver::i, especially those who ;,1i,a,F(t Jt commitment to tra
dilfonal Jewish values, have become increasingly alanfl:ed 
()-\-'er the -ever-widening gaµ, betw~n the religioHs ( (iati) 
and nor,-reli~ious factions within-Is.raeh society, Vitupera
tion are more conimon th~n meaning~ 

3,1ftt resentmetlt exist whcre only 
ffldillernnff before. 

This. trern:l, which has become so in.t'ensi.6ed" in relent 
as t(1 attract iriternat.iouaI non- Jewish attention, is, 

effect~ iso-Jatini--a- -refigim1s -min&-i;t},,- pitied aga.1nst .. an 
increasingly hostile 1hajorit_y. \Vhen external conditions 
no longer force- internal accpmmodation, or when tension 
rises to an intolerable _1ev:e1_.__th~_If~1-~!JJ£" __ s~h!~fl1 ___ ~_?_~!-~ __ 
endanger the unity of Israeli and world Jewry. 

L Th$ 'Negative Attitude of t~tl · N"on_-Ditti Toward 
Re Hg ion . • 
,1. There is widespread resentf!}fi,Ut: to what they coll- , 

sid~'X .r_t:_Hgiou~_ c_oet~ion_: _bj datiim. 
1%- In_ terms· of specific laws-.•focb-. ~ feiigious-mar:;;

riage, Sltabbat laws.. 
'b._ General 'resentment to The l.mpos1non- Of a"ri rcte..: 

o}ogy not their own. 
B. The image of ·religion is"vecy. poor. 

a. Traditional"" religion ~-s associated ·with Meal!, 
Sheayim ·and with jp.fdieva.HsttL 

b. Religioui -Je,VS are- ·o,YnS:idered unpa.trfotiC and 
"un-IsraeW'. _ . 

C. Judaism, Pafdcuiafly in v1eW Of th€ reiigfotiif poHti~ 
cal parties and ecclesiastic stfucture of the Rab
binate L$ regarded as an Esta.hlishment rather than 
a:-· faith comin-Unifi ·- "-- - -

D. There is widesPreatl ignorance and_ mis_information 
of Tradition both ethical and ritual. 

- --------E":InereTs""ageneraf __ n'fabihty to ·1deI1.~ w~th ·reli
gious institutions in their pre.sent fcwrn.s. 

Ra:bb-i Riskin lead£ Gesher Foonda:tion meeting 

\\1len the -reliO'ious observer considers the P.!esent situa-

a._ Synagogue services are not ~stheticaHy attrac
tive. and seem to tack relevance. 

-- ------b;-·T~iBat-e---Iac~ining___a_rui __ Qften __ 
v - ca.nn.6f_refate tO lhe peopte<- ".' _-

Among Se'phardk immigrants '"ieHgion fa iifefifitfed-
with the ol.d ways, and in tb-e process of adjusting 
to the new \Vestern soc_iety, religion is discarded 
along. with other Easte.r:_n mores. 

A. Littit attempt is made by the datiim to commu
nicate with the· nOn-datiim or to translate their 
heritage in meaningful twentieth-centurY terms. 

· B. Datii;;; fail to appreciate the sacrifices that the 
non-observant maJority is making on their behalf. 

C. Many datiim ~x..½ibit a Hholier than thou11 attitu_de. 
which greatly offends tlij,...,wn-llati. -

. v' ~· 

. -~~a(jes, _ wlm;h .must-_ be _-u~ erstoo _ _ _ e _t: ey_ can be._ E._ BJg__ {19:v_e_r:rffn~g~ h~ __ pt~~gtpted _rel~g_i~. ·:i_n ma~y 
reliID~-::.~=ronoWS-:is--li suniinaiy eii filifflj"--~'--_____:_:__:__-~-ooles-;-imd--rnmpetes-.with 1i--ffir~allggi3Aff; - , · 

, i;najo:r obstacles to be -~ncountered. They are necessarily F; M-asS commtinicationS floocLthe_mind_ with_setula_r 
pr~sep_ted ~n __ generalized form. mass culture. . . 

4. A9grovoling 
tori«ad o&veiopments . 
A. the "Establisl_'linent" is basically secularly Oriente<j.. 

a. Earlv Zioilists were committed to other· ideol?M 
-, gfes --and- usually tar. relllDVed' ft:Qn!.1_~q_r_9p~~ly __ 

rebelling against, Tradition. 
b. Orthodox 'Jews, 1>y ana 1arge, held a!oof from 

OB.rly Zionist effortsf'nd jumped on the. Zionist 
~·1,andv.,agon belal;,dly if at all. 

B. The· most important reHgioU:S .. organizations de-
- velpped into_ peJit_it.ai p8.fties thus hin~eriµg their 

pU:rely.spjritual.,activities .. ·- - _ _··:.:_"--~-.. ____ - . 
C. U dike Diaspora Jews, lsrad:is feel that they have 

an---lde-nHty-.w_ithout r.esott.ing tQ r~_Hgi~---~-- _____ _ 
a. Being Israeli is equated with being Jewish. 

_ b. Zio_nism and patriotism fill the spiritual_ vacuum. 
5. &is-ting Organiwtion_s· W-orking_- Qn their Present 

Course Are lncal)abfe ·of Re.veisirig the inmd 
A. A_lmq_st no serious effort is made 'to reach nen~ 

..,atttm. 
B. ReHgious schOOl system:l, whiie growing1 are·_· not 

dynamic and _require ·much !mprovement. 

effort are ·bei~g wasted: . 
-~biliig_ 1nacte· of social. sti<litists-imtl 

of modem teclmiques. _ ·_ · ·· - "-=~ 

· -( Ciititinuid on page 5) 

REACHING OUT TO THJ'NON-DATI 
by ZEWA JOSEPH their confrontation. But, though the orthodox haye reason have little to do witlleacl) other until they clashon .d>e 

;,VV~ ··nave pus1lt§;r-Goo· Off ·ntt thio:dtf-wiffiout· having -- - to -be··ptea:setf;·-t11etlrIB· alSO~fuU"se.10f ·cfuigi"I!l, -ror tneie "is ffOoi ··or Ifie--Kffe~:ret. ~ r$'.-this-·surprtsil}g'.~W~~ '·nu:fgf{)~~:-~.'"--
tiowned a K:ing to _take bis place." . so much misun_derstanding arid -=misinforIIlation ·'·.ibout Work has been_.faid? . · , 

S.o_wri.tes.Rachel-.Robin~-in ,cShtiemot/1-the quarterly what tradition sa)'S and what ·trrulition iS. Fo_r exampl;, Most ·1ffipo~tant we need: c0:~Jted_-_i1,d_-\$~~~~tf".'e:; 
organ oi the youth ·of Hie !bud Haldbbutzim Vehakvut- it has · beep stated by. no1te<latiim: that· illegitimacy people who cannot only _tell a11f te;,ch;Mt wllo·~,~ · 

-~-'°~· l,;.';.,th~-•-· organization of Mapai (now.Avoda) kibbutzim. is not .frowned upon ·in ·t!y,· kiftbutzim but that it ,is !lste!l to· and learn from m,,i:&tlimc. It fs oruy-:thr~ 
Hils expression~the-part~::a-:---..lrowned.llP<>n outside oHhe kiM,utzim because act:ording. -liol)OSt.roceptlveness.101he .feelings }nd" ideolQi;ifl!. of our 

y01mg non-do ti ki&kutznik_..rn&_~-fu? __ _gr.Q_~.£.- ~glL.fyr!! .. _ ~ _ _!(_)~,[e_~~ ~ apei-s9n of illegiti~_ate. birth is_ not ~llowed _ 00.,religioni~~ t~a:t -we can comf·- t~%btheL :.~' __ hJ,s">,~n 
atooni, """'4a# Israelis with their Jewishness. Socialism, , many i:tvlr ngl,1:S-: Tfus"<iLcoursec1s:lnac1'tmtti,.· More·--··ano·cimt1nues--w-ne-pur--clral~--be,strol')Jl;'.eiloligh' 
seculatimt and ~trlot_i.sm are ceasing to satisfy the_ Is- classic a~.e.xample of __ this JlUsundersta.n~ng -ls represented Qll t~e inside·-si;> _ that :_wi._can t.t1_rn:.(!ll!\y:if_~-·-.ini:~der"t~t 
~ .,t<rou1 . and th~t_ soul is reaching 'OUt to discover its by the welf~known fact. that most m,m-dati Istacl_is,· assod- : we may" sustain- ollrseiveS:.~ anc1:·ent'ich · each -~tfier.:~l:}: .,. ·-,.-; 

_.:J~ ~~ --._ _. ___ . . ___ a~e.-tra.ditiona1 r~~.~on_._sol~tt__wit_h_~Meak Slqwrim., . · 
M~k Le'aliirFiiniiiiiama-'' a recently published 106: -~wlth- moofevalism. The)' think, that religi<>US Je,vs are ~n-

.~~---;~'-~--of-~cr~ ~tersation -~ith. _a-gr.oup __ .of _ _ -ea~:fr,tie'"''..~~ ".U':1_ .. J~ra!1_i~~tf~:1s;·~~.- -~·: )l~iizy~ for~:t_h~ 
: · __ · )l'<)Ullg rlim,l><rs·of Ein Shemer, a veteran Hasliemer Hat- datnin to reacb out to ffie .nen-aatii,;, riot only with feel-

--: .:. -~- .;_~J:i/JJn$,-lUID a!!<m,.m_~ .nrn..qu£S1; .mi..Zingei _ , ... EllLl2',!l1lih.1\lLiiCCl!tll te Pf'lS<PtaJill~-cc'c-~.-"-:-::-· >···. ~,!he boo,kl.et fa an article in th:e-jerm;alem Post: "\\~vis it. t]iat there m~;wi•dersta;odlng,U,at 
.. _/' '~ we wifut r~l!glon? they ssk ow,, Jnct over again-. Np, · 
· .•. .:· ,~itely '"' rNJgioo, llley.affuin, bt1t they w,,m.t ,na,w 
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(C ontinlled fro'n;:, "P.f!:;g-;-;e:--:4,s)--------~g"'io"· 1,=1s-1b"'r~o"'tl-1e-1a--,;d-ve-1 i:he----past--tteeades-a-ad-"·ha-8-----tr.ied----UL 
M-odu_s Operandi ,grapple with many of_-the · now confronti_ng Is-

Thn;e .features the cure of the raeL And while a simple of the American me-
alla'I-k~ .. upon these thod is unlhic,ka!Ae. the experi-ence, in its fail-

-ti- flr~itd .. -Pe-rspeclive: _ -R-c.the-r o\Cln htll.pha~J-, ~ ures as wetl as in successes should oroVide invaluable 
!'n-fflattrtg-~ums- -here-- and-, -there--~- .f()-Uri.cla~"'.11 a§siSfa"r1f.:e: The f+"oundatiorr-iooks·---to· ~eafrve--rabbl-niea:i 
will att.e_mpt a ·eoodinated master program to:attac:k: - - me A,p1er_j-c·an --JewisIT--Eommttnity-tu 
the prolilem' (!t its· roots, lo do so requires a deur -wisdom .::.nd experience to'_its program. 
tn,dll?,rstanding of" the---e-ntiYe·"1.iumth:rn~i-~----oU-----+t-s-.-1;o.m.."': 3} Sophistkated ,-Techniques: --tf-the- F.o.undation 
phudty. if is- r!4?i' enough to o.:!(n-t)wiedge that the hopes to signlfiCantfy _aHer reiigfous attih.1des on !1! 

pLoblem_$ "summildz_~d _a~13ve exiit. it is -necessary Yo wtde ~cde, it must. be p_rrip.aied t-0 -utilize all the 
~rstemd -tfte-m -in cie-pth-:-t.he-d:'friamks.· OL".ht:ae_H- resources tht1:t sdenca and te<:hno_logy can 
zotion" must be mastered, (uuf the ~ain Ccn15 es _ of: put nt·-tt-s in tm-y--eff-ediVe- H=!Sis-t9m;e to -the. 
.,Jie-nnti-on cru:Lr.e:;;entmeot measured. sec!Jio-r siltiety; to the ','dime~ 

GESHER has begun the i-erevaflt trtfnsis~O~zed_ pr~u Qf m'li-
Arr1eri<ai1l><11ion," the wea-pons Cf mas$ cl.lhure 

on the .natlir-e .of drift. \.Vhich 
popu1~tion are most effected? \Vbich 

values: the :3choo1s, uni
Whshrre the effens 

find In Israel today respectable nu!nbers.- ere.: 

with its teJevision, radio_, periodicals, and advertisirig 
be ign-orecl. 

,~·hile 

ative~_religious professionals sem_;iiive to the _present needs initiated on-behalf of religion. 
and Wµ.ling to volunteer their services in confronting thes:1:' viewer- ( and 

_ · .,.- ts on Israeli movie attendan~.i.. _the!"e no dearth o-i 
-"--. sOCiologisi:s:- anaeauo:rors--=--mlisfbi:nTI'gan:ized-arre}-·clmn,.----~-&h~-..w.iUww:ciigimlS ~mmuten. µfill; 

- - lar:isuL.an.d_1he __ ._ir1.cr_~a_.§_filg_ .. fil.i.Kri~tl_op._ 
Foundation anticipates the development 
a sciciar force· for ·which it mlL-;t he 

5 

religious individuals m~st be tn master 
-aur:Ho~visua1 techniques now. AU possible assistance 1rtt.<St 

s-otk)kd ! mm ,expern,nCJ,c 

The Dati Community 
-----fu----HTe-cttem-pt---kt- ~-t'h.e.-tw..o..__a_nt~g_Q_t1l~~J~. Jae~ 

tions together, ?he attitude of the doti comffitmit}·--is----~
rwfl.n·aHy a vital consideration. While rnstigating 
the s-ecuh:uists for their betrayal of lraditiott, !here 

and large, iittle _ effort on the datI's part to 
hls heritage lnto terms metmi.ngfoi to the 

-moaer-n-r.on:acar-rsrtiett;--cr-u,·--m~Ke- retl-gtcu-s- ··fnsfb -
Wtions sud~ ~ the -S'fHctgogue and the covrti @!it.h~tjc

nttrndive~ 

tale-ntS of -the 0£-ganizationa"l estsb):ioh1ner1t, 
along with its own rnlents, in a co,1rctma1tedc 
effo-rt t0 implement these solmions. A.s the 

~nels·f~r their talents cteVeioped. w1th whom he can idendfy_. and a relevant reli!!ious cul-
-'=-----cce---A~-irme-~--a: :~filng---'-%-r~!J-t{-U$-t-'~-b.e~ -- -__ _tur_e.__to__w:b:ich _ __he ___ can ___ relate ~.Jhe bf~_e_fida1 eff_e.<;_t_s _{t_r~ j11- _ 

in.g as.,embfod-f1i .. tl?-e Unit_ed -~tates. It is the American eakulaOle, 
rfligious community \vhkh has confronted its non-reH- In its counteroffensive against the incursions ·of sec·u- native. 

The Value Of Reljgious:Political Parties 
The Caso-for Rellgiow-·Parties· N.R,P. to "reTOrin the party. The 

- br. Rosenberg .is of -~he opfoiOn that religious pa_r- Rosenberg is one of the·lead~rs. of you.tlg 
Although reugious parties} namely the National ·Reli- ti~s ore necessary fer the- perpetuation of religion in religious lDteUectua.l.s_and professionals betweeen th-e ages 

gious Pilrty (Mizf'athi) · and 'the. A~uda_h Pa_rty,: ha~e aI- tsrqel. _H"e -f~els that Judaism, as a· religion, -does-not oi- tweaty-flve--aml- thirty-five._ In 1963; -the-insurgents--
wa.ys~peen-a-Jearure··or the- lsra_elt political system, they only relate· t~- a ffl~nss--personal iife but also .fo the about 8)'{ .. _ of the. vote within the N.R.P.) and last 
nevertheles5 in the last' i.en years have-·becOme_ the object w,ay sccie"ty shotild, be run. Judaism dictates that a at the N.R.P. µational convention they gained 
Of m~_ch ~ri~kism and C~ntro~ersy iri· Is!'a,el~; ~ari;, ISra,elj_~: ,Jew·ish stC~~ sho_uid ~_ot be o WuJ~u-_ entity but ratlliiir the -support of ZS-%· of. th€ party. During the next four 
_c~a~;_t}larretigio_\ls __ ~-t~-es~ __ 1µ:,t SCI _"e_ the besl-int~ests.~-~~~~t- Haro-rcrhr- ll T-orah-_stote, years, Dr. ;Rosenberg"s group hopes to consolidate 'its 
of,.e:fefigiOll;,,\~!llCe--~h-~Y 'gi,re--r~Jigion; _a -poor-image ··~,mi'-- -··in-~hich··n?Jigion,guides tha·.-acticns .of the stet~- --power anG"'totakecontrof~P-:--at-its---ftat--een---

. c~~ _jf tif. cOnSt~nf_lY ~e· ·-th( focus_ :_(}f_ ,.i:_o.Jitk~! debate. - ' · Vention. · 
--------"-~~~r_:_def,ellil~ll)n~~~--®::,_the-~~__L____ Although Dr. Rosen~erg;admits that at_·present Israeli The basif __ issue _4_ivi4hig the regulars and insurgents 

eff~ti_v'e2,W~~-to ~_rp_t;,tuat_e __ religi~n_- :~. ~,s~:afl_-:_:-rh~Y ~oin~, --yeaders-:-aJ'tYTIOWh~re ltea,cth~eripg--oi-.a---M&itnet---Ha~ - -- ---'t¥itiri:r.cthe·-N;~is-whet~~y-filmllltl":couo.-mtrate ---'-""'"--
.-..::~l}ut thats_despit~·the·_re1i~ious,,partie.13:'.-_many_sho~tcom1ng?, tor4h; he ~eels lllat they_ mtist 'DeV~rtheless &riv~ fot its 9,P the attainment of s4ort-range goals in -_order to safe- " 

, _ they :nevertheless, ~ve}}tlite_ a __ (ew _n~t!ble_· ae-~re.y~t'i. eventual function. This, he Slresses; niust be done througil guard Jewish interests or if it should stress the dev-elop-
-·---~--stt~-~k:½k _}-,¼;~~~,,: · _ ~Sl'a~_ffia1/-l:a~e-~nd. ~U~~e pol_ti;fo-al- · mean~- { si~ce · lt. is.. _a ~poli~ical. ":goaL).~ and tbe_ mei'lt- of -a-Mhlinat--Hafor-als. Unlike" the regulars.-who ftel 

l~w5{3¥~~--t~-~~_ze __ ~i~if:;i~us. ttla,rri~e,_alla. df~_orte 1aws :~1r:.:h·ot~:.:-f(:;ir:6.1:,. =~tn~~~~::~i;::~;- --:··-ThitiflS1mffor1aiilToVirn-polltk&t;onr:es.<ri~_-e~-~~ 
as_..;tlt~f ?nlt;}egaj:J01Jii-~t~r:1ag~. ~nd. _ _d~~~f~-:~}sr_a_eI;" h ft I issues_, Dr.- Rose-nberg's,,group feeL'> that it is _essential to 

d (['f,i 't, tk,1/Jii 1a kti-- 'de h. 'Ii the ,g vern pQwe.rfo ;i.sTael. F_ urt. ermo.re.:the only way o . ective Y Jry to mold Israeli sgdety on re!igloo~ lin<es. Theyfl,wte· 
an i n~c < -· _,-- -~ e -, Ol\ f W lC ·: . - O . · pie_s, __ n

0 
~-• th_ ,; _re!Jg!ous. __ v .. iewpoj_nt'_ ·-Jrr __ the_ _ es_ Sfi $ j f l 111enf~n~t,;g{e1fgi~ru; ¢~f,ation .. , !l)alilng it !J9$Sible for; th C h . d d _,. , D R be ore .ee that it:is necessary for the N.R.P. tp get in-l'Qttg ·-·an m ep~_n ent-_rl;,,ig_wus· party. _r, _ osen rg volv~,i_t(all face!S:of Israeli_ political life .ind to-iiea1 

d0<1s ~ot foe! that religiQUS Jews can ef!,ctively make their with all the lssoes'facing .the state. 
~ces h€a.rd _wit_hfn. no_p--rel_igious _,pa_rt~fs1 -and pt+i~ts_ m,1t much_ great1r_ stress_. -~t pe Put. oil 
that ~lt'h~-U:S'h-:-_Uler_e ttre,~sfzeable religious" rp.inoritie~ ,Vi'.·~th~ pr~btatkm·-p(~ug(ous- viewpqint to 

===;;csc·:::c:::-:cc:jii:~~--S~Ii-p~':~-1l~-~-~cttmf:Jmd; ~ller~:fi ~utue -i~ _: ___ _ 
, fluenc¢ over' t4<> ~oli¢les oj• tileir parties since. tlley are · 

- <>~;l,y-im,/lgiow:;wi.jofit~\ ,-' · 
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f:ilWE~!,E:R,; COl\ll~l~NI~J@; ·-- _____________ _______ ... S~ 

The Re US.' CQmmuni And The . Secular State 
by CARMI HORQ-~~tz -Let US examine somC of tl~e toots of the problem. providin{ffechnofogfeaf~tUdies for Y~h~ 

,-·Tt;ras th~~-l~st month of the spring term andol<ler ba7 Thc.-reiigious community ifl:.Isr.acl-i'.".an lie dividf!d up-;-c--- i-nloospr1Ge ln hct t8Cch1fig qny ·cf the humanith10,. 
churi,;ti 1,yere alrea:dy t,alki:qg aJ}out ~h_~i_r_ p~a"!lS for_ the:., broadly speaking, into the da!] _ (lit'. religious) antl'-the Th.e drar&di commun'ity fea-rs the incursioJ1$ .of' west--
summer ancf the ne:x,-t z'man. Yechezkel was uuiisual1y · chm•edi ,,;(fit. -G~d _fearing)· communities. To ·the·.extent- em- !WtUlarism -end defensiv~y has p~bit&d k 

still, ~mjling f..jUiet}y but not CO~m{mti~g. ______ _ 
T'V.11:Y .aO QuiefVt:Cbe,:kef,'' a.sk-ed-S._hmuel. 1 '\Von't you .. 

he back in the Ycskivah· after the slimmer?" 
- ;7hev -were out of ears-Jmt of th"e--ftosJi· --r7ts'!livri.lf !ind ·y.---e_
dwzk~l said ::-if1fti;.· but ~th a gle.am...Qf.pride! ''M)L~~Ji-:_ 
ration to the Fniversity has been ,apprnve.;!. 1' __ Jl1e._ re
actions of the· ~roup ranged from shock 1D admiration, 
but, most of the bo}'~ were not quite sure ju!t 11ow _to 
reu;t. Ii.fany of them-had enl~rt8.~ried-~tigli~_o!-o~_~ain-· 
ing a l1nivernity degree, but its f}fop!'.iety-hazt-liteen ques
i.!on~d manv times bv the R.adt }'eshivah in many.of his 
Sicko/ ShabbuL . -

.The next day in shiur the Rosh Vcshi't.:ah ,L..,ked Yer:hez
kel to leave the shiur. 

a few F!1-flflths- at- the -F niversitv and ,~ were aH an
xious to see what the Rosh J' esltivlli. would ~ay. We didn't 
wait too long. He was cold and cau.c:tic If Jttatnar's fa

J_t_g_r__h?Q_ rw1-hem_an lmpar.tanLmenbe--r.-Gf .the-par~-t-he-~ 
.;om_ments ½:ould have been sharper. 

that the ~enera! _ reiigi0_1:1s 1:_on_l~}!~itx_i~ _!g ~lal!l~ _fo~ _qie." ___ ~~~!Y -~~t~~Jy~Jh~- mo~~~~~-f~_r !~Js-t~[~t_;g(!_l1)_ s_ieJnt 
- teiisfon; the charedi community shares much of the bfame partiaily frOffl their desh'J to replenis~ a- lost gen .. 

~-although the da~i _co1?1!1uniJy_ i~ f~r _ fro~ b~ameless. ·- _ ___i!J:g~ig~_·_,,gf_ tidmid.ei .eboclu.unim~--Rav- -ii. Deuler-{the-
"Withm-- tne--u,areai Col11ffiun)i:f ft.sett attitudiS--and late mashgiad, rudunti ·of Ponivex) · says this in a 

opi.!).iopir on theology and tackles vaiy Widely. One group 1 letter (Mir;htov M1eliyohu, U. p. 355ff) everii while 
Neturei,K(lrta, rtjects the very existence of the stat_e cm reaH:dng the negativ11Leffects of forbidding secuiar 
theological grounds, They ~ssume tbe stance of R. Shi· studies. 
mon Bar Yohai (Berachot )Sb) that ~ajta.deg.fl!_~dta-j -\V.hile- ihls~pOSition-might be-defensible-;-tlw:attitudes 

, invulve~eh_t_ jp_materi-al ~11:terpri&£, is a~ndeSirahle ·sit.ii_:- engendered. thereby are regret.ta.We.- The bitui.·, the -c-on-
::itioll; ~ideally speaking. - · · tempt which emanates from the. r;haredi · community 

That position itself engenders a resentment ~mo_n&__!?.on~ towards- others, both dati ru:i-rl non-dati, is: sharp and 
trnditi;:ma! I.sx<IeHs in _a_couru.ry_ so. this-worldly -oriente<l- ·_ st-ingi-ng._ -They -are e?ntempti:lous·-of--a- -cornmunity-119t 

The tensio~ a~d ~-~t~go!l-i~~ -;}i~f. e~i$:ts_ bet_weer. 
the reiigkms ,;amp in ISrae( ~~d fhose who ouJward~ 
ly cfo not identify with ·religion is a problem with 
deep roots, ugly branches, and bitter .fruits. One-· csg 

_pect·of the problem ifthe refosa!=-bf a large segment 
---- of fhe reh91ous: populafrort to look -Outside"~~~-·-

- four amot of bafokhah. The two incidents p~cribe-0 
above took piace in cr•Yeshivah Gedolah almost en
rre y compose ~ a -9ra uaies of t e B1!}ei Akiva 

mo-ve"ment. The-y were wiinessed·by the""~rite~. 

; 

'-!:he Case Against Religii:ms Parties Hekbat Sb:iomo ·- seat of /h~-_,Chtei R~bmat~ 

-_?r<1ftt&.sor Peli _fe:els. that, .for- -V-01-ioUS- -,easo11s,--ff .. -- .- and a society so Prtigma C:onsdous. There. is mrrnspond- -t~t-anY--~om~itt;d- ro-.h4lq,khah, and withdra~n alJUost 
iigious . parties. are not ·the QGst »r mi>st effective "~il}g!Y-~-n_q -rtc:Dgnjl.l,(H'f:: b.y.--~ -,;,;ff4Y$Jmt of. the material totally from an? -~~ningf~l -i~ter~O~se with t.?e s0:iety 

0 ~ __ ....,!!th<>d. f...:_,thec.J>"'iru,tl>fl<:m ,cf_"'~ il-t_lsu,eL·c - accomplis!,µrents otthe.xesi: of. the Yishuv. Aim -to this, - 1tt large: Their purpose is -n,suiar_.:_tJie ri,sii11_ld~(i.:::-__ 
first of -all, he points out, reU9iou!S -parties- do no-t = _-2Jl:-~tnSE~-~onr,~-1t -htmer~-1:~--~,r--=rro- ifot-'lffiOW<Wfl"etfier-· ~lfeIT-siarice -rs -asSUnicii -·-

·--m.Jty-ni,,...ennhe.lew,il,::community-ih fuaat -"'"" ·. C • J.:ltitu_de, Jmd Q!)i,__DJ1Q5. hiJnSclf .lritlt. 
0
(ll£0~\lllitie_£ _. ,.. l!!!:Qllgh,l\'ei!me&;, !mt !4<>ccl'.!l§!Jlt is._the »-.ak."J1.Ylg-ofJ!,• 

--resscr Pen'"·e-sr-tn1aTeS~tnt1l-SG@A:Orth'&--J&Ws ___ h-tkraer'-·-·- clo~ed to inter-communication and open to conflict. fabric and the integral unity of the total Israeli S0ciety. 
are religious; yet th~ membership of the --t'efi9!ous• But Neturei Kana am a minority within the ffla,edi A mo".ement of chesed:.hitpaShtut, of reaching out on 
parties has never· exceeded_ 1?% of l.he., ~pulation. community. -The maiority of the ·,;Juu·edim (ge-neraHy the part of the cli.aredi- community, is what Israeli society 
The other 37%, of the reh91ous popu:lat~cn do not associated wilh Agudah} re{ute less_ n¥5ativGiy_ cmd n~ai,_n ·c _ 

-~~--'.!~ ~o~ ~L.t~igiot,s ~ P."!1¥. but_ preiar te---be-~fy---::---9-----.-~;-,-·----·-. --~ . . -~;,e,.- -~--~~tm- tt as- -assumed:- -This-doeS71ot -necesMr-Hy--
-- =- dinc;,h rs not ihe effl.bocUment of the evil klippah that mea~. sacrificing the total ckaredi opposition to secn!?-t 

_: _____ .§.e.:o.11.<fu,,__l'r:ofrssor ~li_ asserts, the_:m_ajotitr. Q.( I!@:_ -----it-#1<>-:NefMef ·~ _lmt _m,it!,ey·t,t 1t::-m,r<iffi!<llrct·----.irn1y' -Cal!lrougnc,,paif1arrescmoingof_tliis._inferilid-
r~igioµs,people· in Israel are npLanti~religioUS hut si~pty. --a•geiiftffl~f.th-€r-MiZrudti. It is' a ret1fity with which would provide for bet~r communicatiofl by providing-
irreHgious. Members of MapUi and other partie5 do _not they must Uve- and they reali~e -th~ neces~Jr -~f oJ, .. _ _ _ spokesmen tQ .interpret _thcir_pusit~on .in a-different idiom) 
oppose religion, but _ar.e- .against religious- -parties since .. -tOiniilg -and_--iising- -m-Odern· techno!ogi~~l -tot.ds-:-but ~ but it, me.ans a more posit~ve reaching oUt ,by the ckaredi 
t4ey vieW them as a competing power ~nd.a_threat to the-- io.tJ'!:eJ_;,t~_I ~~chnion._of.we~ter1u::ultura,itdts-1imnan~ ~-·-community t;rying·to-communicate with1he non .• lJati-. 
existence of tbe!r own parties. - · _: · ~* """""· A re<emly established <l><iredi !iistiiution To paraphrase the Psalmist-medinalt chesed tibanek. 

Thirdly, religious alliance with political parties has 
given religion a poor image, Nori-religious Israelis, con• 
sider religion's representative to be the dati politician 
who in reaMty ~ ;:i,._ very poor representative of .religion. 

HWhat Are We hting For?" 
Finally, Professor 'Peii's most urlportant argument is ((:~n{iff."uedjroiii·J,flie-.Jj- Israeli -could'reli~.it· !)l.Ore~n~turaUy ·at,-so~e time 

that the basic. premise justifytng re!ig~us partte_s is faJse. imprint. in .far tOo many cases the -«rmy prelellb the during his· rn.Uit~ _ ~~i~--- _ l!~. -~!L '~f l~~t,._ __ have 
Advocates of religious parties? h~ potn~ o~t1 assun:te ,tfiat, lsrueit,hi~ ff~ d.i~ct co_fttfKt- ~i~it<ff ~Hgion ~fch, - -beerf mad~.'!'-SOMewliat-:fatl\Jfiar with the religious:-.tradi~ 
by the enactment of various faws, :irreligious peol)le can in his .. mind,,' rs, l'fl1~'1;1ted to, dftrt«_ ·sfn:as?tU~s:_ and lioP$ and-pas~ O(the·-nauOD ~htds" protectiQg,,and will'no 
be influenced to be religious. However, being ar not being· crumbling· ghettos: He · 1s giyen .,: 'siddur nncl is "!'t longer find himself iryita~ed or confused j,y the .religious 
religious is .a pcrson~l matter. which" c<inllot be legisl.µed, quite sure ~o": to ~,"!14~'·0_ coO)~ in· !~Us ~~,~~i~S fflr. ¥s !¥~~~R ~ ~S-.· ~1uJJaf, S'b(..h a 

~- ---Ih(':-0-iif,i-wa)I' ,o-make- a j:lel"son. r..!igiot,s-is-to ·<onvface - <>R<Hafilffn, chnlh!l a 1>,"°"-ii, 'fira"llg!,lfrijfl,uf-.,_,iinot ~ . soldier iou!d at a ctuiial, n,oment µ,id himself confronted 
him of the-value of-living a religious lj;/e. ,,.tate '" him. ilf"'t1 seeing::ltisc._,ude,. fi!ied,·wlth wiih the true-reality· pf. the Jewish faith, perhaps evon -

For .the above rea,;onB,.Pri;!ess9r. :P,;!i .feels that.reli- inexplicabl" emoti1"_1J}>ef!,re-iliii·.'.~.,.,..,K_I.M.311,w:_. . ...:.~q~:th,, ,aV<l,mg,J:-(;4'4· Jew wim::imgl!t·never-~~ 
~-l!~...,.._,..~-weyc-<>f ~,~pe,.:ltancealso •hed a ll><tt'; !>ut i>nly far a l'hleli"lt ; ' find his e11tj,e bei~ ~. t9, mortal danger, relying 

Israel. However, Professor l?eli. does /'<alize that ii jvould ,noma11hl<><> short flJ l>e-"le!'"ingful IC! one ,who doe~ . onJx on,. the !llercy: of,~: .'l'inlill)';· }t might even occur 
~e.a grave mistalie to ,u:!vocate tlw-alioHsbH_1g-of-r<!ligioiiss -· ·ijOI-~ the.·-nlJiu.-. ,of ~~l(i~~;!'l!IY ~"M ((Tc )ihn"at 'i_~Ch ><:11:!l)lll~t tl;iai: iilll)ll-Wlra-f !he,defense of: , ___ _ 
parties, with -S{) many of Israel's r,:)igiqus institutions .. Whi'!J>.'!co:J!t)'J_l!!1if!7p.f~~~--~--- ' -

--~- --<lependeunm ·rettgioilFpatlies.-B\lt;-~1Finsis1s, 1t1.:.rm-:-··,-.;;lih1s'.i>ff t'I . ~ml> ""· IIM~- posi~.t:i¾illt: 'l!i!J<!lly' 
portaut · t<> b~gin to deYclop an !llten,ativ,, .lo r<:ljgj'!1JS Wlr!t I~ "ltltu<li!: nlf It di.est1ff1,1lp ;,it,«1,i(t ltllri,!c .· 

.~, i>!'~""-~1cl), c9u1it{verfua!!yCJ,ecom~ ll>• .~ji,fc.ri,11-, ·. · _-- 1tt!'t~.t,1n~ ~liJf~tl>,".;ji•miJiI~r!i~il~~ .. 
gioi.w hfo."rllls:;,lternativa, Pro lessor. /'efi fools, IS an or• .11 ,~<!n !'lilly "~ ~l't ~I~, !J:I f~fli~ 1~1,1~1~ 
~tion ot · SY}"'f,'Ol!U•• similar w 1>tir U)lion.;ruitHo wliw!) · !_ii<> 1.~, .. li@!C"~, )'0111.!', ,f>,~ .. ~ .... t.et, :If . aria, hciviever, ls to1lit the j'<iu;ig :tsr:¢1:~11m o\lier. side 

· · · · · · · · · ~ frlm$e'•-·t11 b6,- >:if lf!s \1/ffiQn;. lli'i:iline aw~' -0ftl>\>'.r!tJllniiiis''-0f ill! ti:adl' 
· · · ~·i'M$1~_ ·~· ::_;'.::__:.C:·t~~\lll:·~·,.~~?:;;:,:·!lO~Jl~,'!c1·bl!ndi• -~·~.WI~. ·~thli;;it!l· l~:i,~iet~, 'o~·hlffl~' -~,~m~Jl!~."!l:1··~~.~~ill:;:,M~A~df .. its~·'i, .=: .. c-::-~ 

,$flil'ui!ilt)l,oiiM;o1ot .ij~~.,~~:~·~t!!:!tl w 
..•. !<,Y,, ~l'l!ly~,llell,ltnse!t~'j:je ~!>It !j)~ •. ~Gtj!leal. 

': ~:1~1soii;;'~f,:!ire:~'~f~~l':2 -:.:;,:::g.= <. · 




