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~ Campaigners Offer Response Former Skyjack Victim Recounts

PFLP Captivity And Conflict

TO Hamevaser

In c\n.dttunpt to clarify the, 4. Mr.

campaign issues for Yeshiva Uni-
versity students, Hamévaser sub-
mitted a quesionnaire to the ma-
Jor- candidates for governor, sen-
atorand.attorney general of New
York State, asking them to state,
their position on major issues.
THe candidates were also, invited

‘to submit - to H{zm(’vas(’r a more
general statement ommﬁﬂu what
action they wolld take on the
matters facing Yeshiva students
as citizens of the general and
Jewish communities.
’Questionnaires  were sent to

Questionnaire

Walinsky also made an
appeal for Yeshiva volunteers to
help him in his campaign.

The candidates were requested
to brieflv outline their position
on the followidg issues: What
they consider the most pressing
issues in the campaign: public
aid to private and parochial
'schools; = job - disctimination
-against~Sabbath observers; the
Middle East condiict; the plight
of Soviet Jewry.

As expected there was unani-
mous agreément ameng the can-
didates that the United States
make firm commitmént to sup-
port Israel; all guoestioned the

fire.
The. candidates were equally
emphatic in-exXpressing their con-

. cern about the plight of Soviet .

Jewry. All supported protésts
against Russian treatment of
Jews, and have appeared at raI-
lies for Soviet Jews.

However, there was consider-
able' divergence of opmmn “con-

cerning..-the 1

. . P
Dr: Belkin and Mz, »Goldbe:; "
Exchange Greetings.

Governer Nelson Rockefeller, Ar-
thur Goldberg, "Senator Charles
Goodell, Rep. Richard Ottinger,
James Buckley, Attorney Gen-
eral Louis Lefkowitz and Adam
- Walinsky. With the exception of
‘Mr. Buckley, the Conservative
Party's .candidate for Senator,
who wrote that he will send his
answers -later, all of the candi-
dates tespanded by ‘the time the:
paper went to press. Four of the
candidates, Messrs. Goldbrg, Of-
tinger, Letkowitz and Walinsky
submitted additional ‘statements
-“which are prmted infull op pave

,Semlcha Program
Yet To Be Revised

by RICHARD SCHIFFMILLER -

The Semicka Program has’ un-
dergone ' numerous  structural
changes since last year, due pé.rt-

ight-

of ‘the State to aid parochial
schools. At ‘present;, the Blaine
Amendment to the State Consti-
tuion forbids such aid. Governor
Rockefeller has openly supported
repeal of the Blaine Amendment
and he has initiated a program
which -provides public funds to
parochial schools to -recompense
them for State mandated services
which they must provide, such as
keeping of fiscal® records. Mr.
Goldberg, on the other hand,
claims that aid to parochial
(Cnntmued, to Page 4)

U.S. handling of the recent cease-"

In an interview with Hawme:
vaser, Mayer Fund, a YU stu-
dent held captive by the Arab
terrorists who hijacked the TWA
plane on which he was travelling,
relived some of his experiences in
the Jurdamdn _desert. Mayer, a
Kollel student in the Rav's shzm,
. described "the conditions under
which he and the other hostages
were kept, and related many in-
teresting anecdetes, including a
short conversation with President

- Nixon.

Like most of the other hos-
tages Mayer agreed that he was
generally accorded humane treat-
ment. The food was rather men-
otonous, and. there ‘was a shorf-

- age of water, but no attempts
were made - to starve the hos-
tages. The hostages were permit-
ted to daven, although .no min-
yanim were held. For those who
observed keshrut, the Avibs pro-
vided all vegetable diets. .

Yet,-despite this humane treat-

~ment;-Mayer wis oHeof (hE Tew
hostages who. refused ter sign a

telegram. to Golda Meir asking

tha«t»lézael release some.impris- .
oned Arab tetrorists in a recipro-.

cal show of good will. “I did not
feel T had any obligation to sign
the, telegram,” he said emphati-_
cally. “T don’t-regard-my. release
as a humanitarian gesture. For
not killing innocent hostages one
is.not humanitarian.”

. Mayer disclosed that originally
the released hostages had drafted
a telegram calling on Israel to
take steps to recogmze the rights’

YU L1brar1an Hunﬁé Sefarim

Lost In European ]

Relch 25_years_ago,:
@biblographer . has hunted - down
and recovered more than one

Holocaust

tesman Library of Hebraica-Ju-
daica, has -coursed the map of
-Europe in an urgent mlssmn, fer-

million Jewish-~hooks Iooted—by»-retmg out hundreds of thousands

thé Nazis during their reign of
terror, g -
Shlonié Shunaml whouhas been
appointed acting ]lbyanan at Ye-

sxty charter, and partly to the
. demands for refornr voiced by
. both students and faculty.
In order to qualify for State
aid under the Bundy Plan, Ye-
})iva was -compelled to discon-
" tinue the awarding of an MHL
~degree TFoi - the  Berniard “Revel
Graduate Sehool. Students. who
were in the midst of pursuing
that degree may dpt for an MS
from ferkauf in Jewish Fdyca-
tion, an MA from Revel in Jew-

ish Studies (such as. Hebrew;

Jewisti History and Philesophy)
-...{Continucd ta Page 6)._

of - priceless cultural * treasures

- which might have been lost for-

ever. So far, his efforts have re-
" - (Continued to Page 7)

Gtiman

Over 200 students, Roxhel Yeshiva, and admmnstralors spent Thursdny
night, Sept. 25, in the Beit Medrash: The Mishmar was sponsored by
50Y, ]SSS(.rand Yavneh. Future Mishmarim -are planned.

Law of Return a “

o¢f the Palestinians. However,
some of the others among them,
agreed to sign the telegram only
if it adoptéd a more moderate
view.

Despiier the~ understandably
tense sxtuatmn there was a lighter
side to. the whole episode, wh)ch
was welcome because it broke
through the pervading fear.
A few days after the hijackings,

while the hostages were still kept
in _the airplane, one hostage, a
xeal yiddeshe mama, approached
one of the machine gun brand-
ishing terrorist# “What’s 'a nice
girl like you doing with a gun?”
she asked. “You should settle
down and get married. Why look,
there is a nice-boy who would be
just right for you,” the hopeful
shadchan said pom(mg out one of
the-terforist’s male -accomplices:
At this point éveryone broke out
in laughter: co

Among the mterestmg people
the hostages met in Jordanwas

- Salam, a self styled revolutionary

Mayer Fund (r.} at Airstiip Press Conference.

wary. “Don’t tell anyone my true
identity, or else the' CIA will
come and get me,” he pleaded.

But even this humorous . side
‘was not enough to quell the hos-
tages’ fears, which became more

_acute_after the outbreak of the

Civil War. Mayer saw the housé
next to where he was being kept
hit by a shell, and he soon be-
‘came expert in discerning the

. sound of incoming rockets from

the sound of the outgoing rock-
ets being fired irom the roof of
his building.

When the hostages were sud- -
denly released, they were flown
to Nicosia, Cyprus. There they
were met by a hurriedly assem--
bled group of American diplo-
mats dressed in sport shirts and
slacks. From Nicosia the released
hostages-travelled to-Rome where
they had a brief meeting with
President Nixon, then on a Euro-
pean tour. Mayer- personally
thanked the President for not al-
lowing the terrorists to make'an

ice the fall’ of the Third ‘shiva Umversxtys Mendel Got . from Chile. Salam had previously
an Is;aeh .

visited Cuba, and North Vietnam
and felt very satisfied to be
‘“where the action was”  once

'agai Yet - he ‘was somewhat

issue of American-Israeli dual
cxtlzenshxp. The President’s’ re-
ply ;was. simple and direct: “To
me there is no Such thing as a
hyphenated American.”

?

Question Of ]ggvish *[dcntity-

Traced To F égﬂding Of Lsrael

by A NEWMAN
The Knesset has for the first
time actually adopted-the hata-

chic definition of a Jew for the _

purpose of purely sétular laws.

: It has land down that in the Ts-

Law a.nd the

ew lS one
born of a Jewish mother or con-
verted to Judaism, on condition

he professes no other religion. In~

actual fact, this represefits no
radical departure from the pre-
viously existing .regulations. But
what had been hitherto Ministe-
rial directives, sub ly. over-

ruled by the High Court now
have the force of law.

To understand the whole mat-
ter in its perspective, it is neces-
sary to supply some background
from the history of Israel start-

the emergence of the State; and
the subsequent Citizenship law of
1952, The essence of the former
is spelled out in its first clause of
five Hebrew words: kol yehudi
aakkai la alot ariza “every Jew
has the right to coime and seitle
(C 1 to Page 6)__




D b it

Page 2

HAMEVASER

Tishrei, 573y

HAMEVASER

Studant Publication of RIETS-and JS8
Yeshiva University - New York, N.Y. 10033

GOVERNING BOARD - ’
MENDEL SHARIRG
~« Editor-in-Chief
JEFFREY FEINSTEIN DAVID MiLLER

Senior Editor
PHILIP SOLOMON™"
News Editor
ELYAKIM KRUMBEIN
Contributing Editor
JOSEPH TELUSHKIN

Feature Egditor .
MICHAEL GROSSMAN
Copy Editor

! Associate Editor
HAROLD HOROWITZ
Executive Editor
LEON KARP
Contributing Editor
STEVEN SILVERMAN
Feature Editor
ISRAEL D. BENEDEK
Technicat Editor

MICHAEL SHMIDMAN
! Editor Enteritus

1

"

“Trust Not In Princes . . .

From the minute news broke of the recent
Avab hijackings,  Jewish  hearts
pounded with an anxiety which did not abate
until the last captives were returnce:  As
mighty nations stood by powcrless, Jews
everywhere expressed in praver their hopes
and fears on behalf of the hostages, In the
great store of sacred emotion which comprises
the book of Tehillim, they found words to
describe their anguish and frustration.

Without rejoicing in our enemies’ fall, we
should nevertheless come away with an im-
portant lesson froin the turmoil which so
agitated the Arab world in the immediate
wake of the hijackings. While our faith in
man's capacity to deal international justice
suffers daily when we view the Middle East,
our faith in Tsur Yisrael cannot Lut be
strengthened.  No matter - how  incredibly
apathetic the commuynity of nations may. be
to_ Jewish suffering, there is one ear -that
always listens.

terrorist

— — — ROV e

Semicha Confusion

Last May, as a resnlt of an agrecment
reached between Dr. Belkin and Rav Solo-
veitchik, a_new committee composed solely
of roshei yeshiva was empowered wrrestrue: -
ture the Semichat program. This committee
replaced the existing Administration-Student-
Roshel Yeshiva committee, which had almost

- completed 1ts recommendations for a revised
program, which was preseuted in the
of Hamevaser!

The new committee’s failure to formulate
a giisvcrnib[e program by the -beginning of
this semester resulted in great confusion
during registration. No one knew what was
b_cing offered or ‘required, A clarification of

last issue

the programi a week later did not help the .

situation. It was simply stated that certain-
. requirements would be removed, but it was
not made clear which courses and degrees
would replace them. Because of this, a vacu-
um was created in the program which has yet

to be fifled. Also, the system of shiurim and .

supplementary rabbinics, in which serious’

reform is necded, was tett untouched: -

In view of the moribund state of the Sem-
fcha program, Hamevaser urges that the fol-
lowing corrective steps be taken immediately:

AL
whiom students may turn for advice and,
answers, to take full responsibility for

__the Semicha program.

. ACton B Ehe Rav and r: Betkin upon
the recommendations of the old Admin-
istation-Student-Roshed Yeshiva  come-
mittee, or appointinent of a similar com-
mitter o determine the gaals of the
progriun and present final vecommenda-
tions for a total overhaul of the depart.

_ment in terms of shiurim, courses, and
supplementary rabbinics.

C, Promalgation as soon as possibie of a

-+ to the Istaeli pres

“theunreasonable curtailment.

Appointment of an administrator, to .

three year program, to ciable stadents
who ave in the Semcha program, as well
as those who intend to enter the pro-
gram, to make sensible plans for the
future. The new program, should be
printed up and made rveadily available
to-stadends,

R
Student Responsibility

Flameuvaser has often found reason to he
eritical of administration policies. However,
at no point have we questioned the adminis-
ration’s basic commitment to the principles
of Judaism_upon which this institution was
lounded, h :

We are therefore dismayed that some selt-
proclaimed  representatives of the studC‘nt
body saw fit to denounce Yeshiva University
: s a haven for k'firek_The
expressed wish of this group was to préyent
the development of a Yeshiva Kollel i Ysrd cl:

Hamevaser, and we are certain that on this
matter we speak for the overwhetming ma-
jority of Y.U. stidents, condemns such tactics
as being beyond the pale ‘of responsible con-
structive criticism. Legitimate student groups
must make it clear that-such behavior has no
place at Yeshiva. We aiso wrge the adminis-
tration to continue its efforts for a Y.U. pres-
ence in Israel.

Also unfortunate are the unfounded accu-
sations that the Concerned Students Coalition
was directly responsible for the publication
of the story in the Israeli press. There is no
evidence to support this wew, and those that
persist in encouraging it only contribute to
the divisiveness they claim to detest. Surely
the issues facing Yeshiva @t this point are too
serious to yield to inflated rhetoric, no matter
what the source. :

—

Unnecessary Cutbacks ——

While cognizant that the University's stag-
gering financial burdens have forced a cut-
back in expenditures, we are disturbed by

the Gottesmah Library. The-decision to keep
the library elosed until one o'clockKTias made_
sefarim . umavailable during the morning
hours, a st ton cspecially serious for those
shiurim whey Bl sefurim arc -a
sine qua non for adequate preparation.

Also unnecessary was the removal of the
Gottesman reserve book. section to Pollack
Library. Besides threatening the integrity of
Y.U.s Judaica library, this step placés many
reference’ sefarim out of ¢onventent reach.™ -

Hameveser remains to be convinced that

. these actions result in any substantial finan-
cial savings. The lights are on before one
o'clock, and the Gottesman staff is also present
before that time. We urge that library serv-
ices be immediately restored to their previ-
‘ous level.

Come To The Mishmar

We are deeply gratified with the large turn-
out that the recently inaugurated Thursday
night mishmar has attracted. Hamevaser com-
mends the sponsoring student organization,
miends the sponsoring student organizations,
S0Y, ]SSSC, and Yavneh, for initiating
what should become an éstiblished feature
of the Yeshiva. We extend a special yasher
kochacha to the many roshei yeshiva, faculty:
weinbers, and administrators who attended.

_prove to be irfesistible to them,

Thete is noguestion that the mishmar con- .

tibuted inestimably to the rnach of our
yeshiva, We strongly wige all bned hayeshiva
to set aside Thursday evenings for Toyuh
study. ; ‘

v . o
-fully examine the whole structure of required courses

From the Editor’s Desk

| —

The -new school xear has begun with a whimper, Somehow,
caught hetween the realities of Yeshiva's staggering financial hug
dens, and Tast year’s epic anti-secularization battle, studenty seem

y h itude that worthwhile reform is out of the -
question this year; either it will be prohibitively. expensive, or it
will be attainable only through methods which would prove harmi-
ful to the University’s general interests.

The antecedents of this attitude are; found in Veshiva’s two
great. protest movements of last year: namely, the struggle for
ily maid service in the dormitories, and the crusade o reinstate
RIETS within the University’s corporate strugtire. Of course, i
goes without saving that daily maid seljvice is preferable to ng
maid service, and that the new charter has raised serious questions
about ¥.U.'s future direction. But besides the specific issues they
raised, these episodes are significant because they are archetypal
of the only protest we seem capable of mounting. Yeshiva students
are either concerned about the mundane or the abstract. We are
aroused by the suspension of maid service and increases in food
srices, and we ponder the significance legal changes might have o
the complexion of the University.

" Tt would be unfair to.question the degitimacy of student inter-
&t in any of these areas. In the one case, im ein kemach ein torah,
and in the other it is clear that Yeshiva University is too precious
an asset to the Jewish Community to be entrusted in the hands of
attorneys. Nonetheless, we must realize that at this point, both of
these issues are too intractable to submit to meaningful discussion.
There is general agreement that the school’s finaxeial situation
dictates a curtailment in services. The presence on -campus of a
state investigator charged with determining Y.U.’s eligibility for
Bundy money points up the fact that financial matters can still get
worse. Under such circumstances what issues can'students pursue?

We have heard the cliche, “the best things in life are free” so
often, that we forget that it is true. Now is the perfect time to
press for those significant reforms which will cost Yeshiva little or
nothing to implement. The present situation affords us the oppor-
tunity to examine the real issues facing Veshiva, without ‘havirg
to hack through a forest of lesser issuesixlhich, for the moment,
are immune to solution. =

One area which needs immédiate

feform i3 the Semicka cur-
e

T TYiculim (see editortatyT Forrgarsthe- a-has defaulted |
onies ihility X 1= ich meets
the needs of the Jewish community. In this issue, Hemevaser has

outlined some very reasonable suggestion for Semicha improve- -
ment. The steps we calt for will cost the Veshiva nothing.

Also, for years RIETS has failed to provide its falmidim with
religious guidance. Consistently, many roskei yeshiva have re-
fused to-discuss Faskkafak problems-in-shine-Suggestions that the
RIETS ciitticulum include sedariin in wmussar, parshat ho-shavuak,
or simply a second bikiut seder in.gemara go unheeded. Consid-
eration and action on theseproposals will cost.-the Yeshiva
nothing. .

With the-emphasis-on-savi ime to_cate-

at Yeshiva
College. While all they did in the past was waste much of our rare
time, now they also waste University money. In the past the ads .
istration Wy Mot been receptive to our pleas for mote time for
independent study. Now, however, reform in this area could just

Other area of concern’ include upgiading the Colegels-poat, . _
Bible department, and in arranging for a more equitable systemh
of credit transfer from RIETS to Yeshiva College. Again imple-
menting these proposals will cost thé TUniversity nothing.

While the financial crisis coritinues studebts will have to “cons
fine” their efforts to seeking improvement in the quality of their
edllc;ttion. If we assiduously concentrate on seeking reform now in
specific areas, we can make significant progress. Y.U.’s financial
crisis should not herald a moratorium on reform. On the contrary.
Now is the time to begin reform, before the: recession ends and
renewed prosperity blinds us to the substantive issues. -

W
ASSOCIATE BOARD !

Assistant to the Editor-in-Chief: Michael Miller; Projects Ed.:
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SOY P]_‘eS]_dent Outllners 1\(11)/)1 /lb( rman Deserihes
Plans For Commg Year

! by HESHIE BILLET

Rav once said that 1o be-
" God 15 msufficient, ene-
must dlsp experience God. Tn
erder to be able .to experience
God one must be able to feel His
presence To a lesser degree the
same could apply to a Veshiva.
It is insufficient to merely attend
@ Veshiva, one must also fully
participate in the -Yeshiva so that
one can experienge ali“that a Ve,
shiva has to offer! However, in
order for one to be able to have
a Yeshiva experience one must be
able to feel the presence of an
atmosphere proper for such an
experience. During the past year
there were many who felt that
our Yeshiva lacked the tatter vi-
tal ihgredient and therefore could
not provide a proper Yeshiva ex-
perience. Frustrated by an unre-
ceptive hureaucracy, many stu-
dents turned to Rav Soloveitchik
for advice and leadership. He
willingly responded, and. with his
helﬁ) much was ‘accomplished.
Naturally, whenever there is a
confrontation there is the possi-
bility that wounds will resuitt, and
last year’s confrontation was no
exception. This year it is our task
to try to heal those wounds. 1 do
not believe that it will be easy to
play doctsg - and. student at the
same time. But if we are at all
interested in the Yeshiva we must
fill both toles adroitly. A doctor
will\ never cure a patient unless

our Yeshiva wxl) never be cured

“'unless the administration, facul-

Ty, andstudent-
with each other. Each group has

fts own tasks to fulfill and eack>

must execute theth as-quickly

and as efficiently as possible.
The administration ‘must act

on the promises it made last
ear. Those promises included

¥he following:

1) The presence of at least
* one Mashgiach avuiluble

Bille} Presiding at SOY Meeting.
several instances where there has
been no change at all. Thirdly,
the Semicka program is as in-
complete: now as it was before.
As far as we can see there has
_been no improvement made at
all. Fourthly, we are not quite
sure exactly what powers the va-

_rious religious faculty councils

now have. Those responsible for
improvement in each of these
areas must begin to show results
immediately.. They must realize
that the student body is not

asleep and will have to be reck-

oned with, if they fail to keep
their pmmlses or fulﬁll thenr du-
ties: -

The faculties of the varjous
religious divisions must culti-

vete-acloser relationship with _
their students ¥hén they have

in the past. Such a responsi-
bility goes beyond shiur hours.
A rebbe must redlize that he is
more than o lecturer in Talmud
or tanach.

The student body must show
the faculty that they are not
asleep ’I‘hev st Shu,w the fac-

the Ye-
shlva by the beginning of H‘T"TI

Planned For Dormltorles

: the semester.
. 2) The establishment of o
more complete. and- en-
4 riched Jewish studies pro-
gram at Stern College. .
3) The “credtion of a-more
thorough and more strin-
gent Semicha ' program.
! . This included the aboli-
! tion of the Revel require-
" ment and the placement
! of the Semicha program
: in the hands.of the Ro-
shei Yeshiva.
4) A clearly stoted require-

Co ment that Halachic norms

| must be fulfilled by oll
i " undergraduate and dor-
mitory students. This was
to ‘be done by placing
certain  admission - and
_ disciplinary policies in
the hands of the respecs
tive faculty cm.muls of
” YP, EMC; and 455
1 Clearly there has been insuffi-
cient progress in several of these
areas, First, we do not have a
Mashgiach. Secondly, the Stern
program has not been' fmproved
as: promised.” Tndeed, there are

Realizing the important role of
the dormitory in creating-a true
yeshiva atmosphere, Rabbi Chei-

fetz, in conjunction with the dor- .
made .

mitory committee, has
plans to extend and enlarge the
residence hall program for the
coming year. Shiurim will be
given weekly on each floor #h
Ruybin Hall, and Morgenstern’s
third floor lounge has beén con-

‘verted to-a Beit Medrask where

a Parshet Hashavua series is
conducted every Wednesday. eve-
ning. Also scheduled is a weekly
Thursday night miskmar in Ru-~
bin shul with refreshments, hope-
fully followed by a kaskkamah
minvan. "

Aside from - these additional
shiurim- and sedarim during the

week;-a-full-Shebbat. program is. ..

also  being  arranged. Yaakov
Stofllman (Md 406) is in charge
of the Oneg Skabbat on TFriday
nights and hopes to schedule a
series of panel discussions and
speakers. After kiddush ol Shab-

ulty that they are more than siu-
dents attending a lecture. The

students mufst show the faculty

that -they are- $'nei . torah-com-
mitted to cultivating and creat-
ing a Yeshiva atmosphere; Of
cousse, yo explanation is needed
in order" t' know that such a°
.committment also goes beyond
the classroom.

year the S()V will be
sponsoring  several programs to
aid all groups-in the task we but
briefly outlined above. The suc-
cess of these programs will re-
quire-the cooperation of the ad
ministration, facully, and " fhe
student body. Odr effort will be a
determined one but it will end up
only as a “nice try” unless every-
one cooperates. There are many
little aspects that combine “to’
create a Yeshiva atmosphere

Thus, every little detail is impar-
tant and requires the commit-
ment of everyone involved with
the Veshiva. Through everyone’s
combined effort attending our
Yeshiva can become a true To-
rah experience. T appeal to every-
one to give themselves. I'm sure
that the resuits will be most gra-
tifying for everyone involved, and
for our Yeshiva,

Shiur Placement Policies

by STEVEN DYM

Inan interview with flameva-
ser, Rabbi Reaven Aberinan, Di-
rector of RIETS, discloxed the
formation of a Complaint Copn-
mittee which will deal with stu-
dents who feel theyv. have been
placed on a shiur which is insuit-
able for them. The committee,
which consists of Rabbis Alpert,
Katz, and Paretzky, will aceept
complaints  congggning RIETS
placement whicl re submitted in
writing to the RIETS office, and
make recommendations yon con-

A Littman

Rabbi Aberman Driving
Home A Point.

Yeshiva Yavneh Chaptér
Begins Years Activities

The Yeshiva College Chapter
of Yavneh is planning a wide
range of activities for the school
year “There will bé various week-

_ends throughout the term begin-
ning with thé Brooklyn CoHlege
Weekend, November 21. In coor-
dination with the Ad Hoc Com-
mittee for Jewish Educatmn
Shabattons will be spent at sev-
eral colleges in the northeast
where -there is a lack of Jewish
knowledge and spirit.

Yeshiva Yavneh also hopes to

bat morning, the Roskei Haye-
shive will alternate weekly in giv-
ing.a skiur on Parshgt Haskevua,
and “Tloor-counselets- and. other
volunteers will conclude the day
with the traditional D'var Torah
at Seudak Shiishit. A number of
special Shabbosim are also being
planned for wvatious floors and
~groups. The first such Skabbat,
to be held shortly, will be.con-
ducted - to
alumni who will be in charge of
the seryices and | program for that
weekend.

While a number of activities
are being scheduled, Rabbi Chei-
fétz emphasized that a dormitory
program can only be as success-
ful and as meaningful as the resi-
dents make it, and he encouraged
alt-students—to-actively-partici--

pate. Anyone who has any sug-
-gestions with regard to any phase

of the dorm program should con-
tact David Miller (R 108) or
Sandy Sandhaus (MD 227).

Kerem B’Vavneh

offer a course in an area of Jew-
ish History that is not being
given by the college.

ideration of each idividual cu e,
Auew group of rebbeim sl
serve on the committee ciach year,

Rabbi Aberman also des ribed
the changes he has made iy the
genernd RUIEES placement policy.

Epon assuming the post of direc-
tor, Rabbi ALerwin discovered
mnch disorganization in the Sys=
tem of choosing the appropriate
shinr for each student. In pmaller

veskivol, boys sre moved from
one shinr 16 the next in a certain
ascending order. That system can

not be used effectively in so large

~a schoob as RIKTS. Nor would

the EMC svstem of registering
for Talmnd \ourse& be feasible in
RIETS.

The present procedure is tn
have each talmid choose his reb-
bi. However, his choice in the
matter is limi to picking one
of the rebbe, the next vear;
ek if he ig sophomore shiur
this year, he can only choose one
of the third year rebbeim. 1f the
student wishes to remain with his
present rebbi another vear, or to
skip a vear, a notation is made
in his file. U'nless the rebbi feels
the student’s choice is not to his
benefit, the student’s wish is
granted.

While not flawless, Rabbi
Aberman claims this svstem has
many advantages. [t gives stu-
dents a chance to continue a suc-
cessful chovruta for another year,
and it proves to he more efficient
than in previous vears. Rabbi
Aberman will be happyv to re-
ceive suggestions for further im-
provement.

=2

Miller, Rackman, And Secel
Appointed To Higher Posts -

_ Dr. Emanuel Rackman

Dr. Samuel Belkin, president

“of Yeshiva University,—recently
« announced three major adminis-

trative appoinments. Named pro-
vost was Dr. Emanuel Rackman,
a University administrator since
1962 and a member of the fac-
ulty since 1947 Dr. Israel Mil-
ler who has served as assistant to

' . YuPR
Rabbi Tsrael Miller

named secretary of the Univer-

Dr. Belkin said the recasting
of administrative roles is aimed
at strengthening the University’s
position during “a highly coms

plex and transitional -period in
\eshlv(ls re-

higher education.
markable growth,

the president for student affairs
since 1908, was appointed vice
président for student affairs. Dr.
Sheldon E.
dent finances since 1962 has been

Socol,. director of stu-

g its 25 vears
has prompted these ddmnustra-
tive modifications in keeping pace
with the complexity of challenges
facing today’s multi-sided urban
university,” Dr. Belkin said.
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‘Hopefuls Urge Aid To Israel..

Goldberg Rejects Blaine Repeal;
Concerned For Israeli Security

the body. Israel must be guaran-
teed the same rights before the

The issues you raise in’your
letter of September Sth are of

great importance to the voters of  Security  Council as her Arab
New York State. Moreover, these  neighbors in these matters.
are issues that are of profound Only in these ways can a se-

cure Middle Fast e be estab-
lished. Only in these ways can
Erets Visrael be preserved.

Definite measures must also be
taken to deal with the devastat-
ing problem of aerial hijacking.
For its part, the U8, should sup-
port international -poycotts: of
countries tHat encourage and har-
bor hijackers. We should alséco-
operate in international action to
ensure “the prosecution of aerial
hijackers.

I believe in ‘the separation
of Church and State. Indeed, |
sat on the Supreme Court and
voted with its 1963 decision
(School District of Abington v.
Schempp) on the matter of
prayer in public schools. But,
as 1 pointed out in my concur-
ring opinion,

Neither government nor this

Court can or should ignore

the significance of the fact

that a vast potion of our
people believe in and wor-
. ship. God..and that. many of
our legal, political and per-
sonal values derive histori-
cally from religious teach-
_ ings. Govetnraent - must in-
evitably toke cognizance of

signiticance to me personally es-
Iy during lhh High [lu]\~

grest’ peril‘ I am very pl(‘:ls(‘d,
then, to have been given the op-
portunity
questions,

to respond to - your

Arthur J. Goldberg

The preservation of the inde-
pendence and security of Israel is
an issue to which I am deeply
and totally ‘committed. 1 am ex-
tremely concerned about recent
events there. The vacmatmg oS-

e of e USe
gravate the precarious ‘Vhddle
East situation. This country must _
“take several definite steps:

1. ‘We must make it explicit-
ly clear to the Soviet -
Unicn that in our own na-
tional inferest we wnll

indeed, under certain’ cir-

d from Page 1)

permit h h.
“vakian tragedy-to- engu]f schools violates the traditional
Israel. Church-State “division; and™ has

taken a stand against repeal of

2. We ‘must give lIsrael the
“the-

arms it needs To preserve
- the military balance in
the area. -

3. We must insist that the
present cease-fire be scru-
pulously adhered to by
the Arabs and their So-
viet patrons. N

4. We must provide Israel
with immediate and long-
term economic aid. The
U.S. gives massive assist-
ance to other nations in-
cluding various dictator-
ships and puppet re-
-gimes. lsrael, o demo-
crat and self-supporting
nation; should receive no
fess.

The resolution of the question

of Israel’s borders must, 1 feel
be settled-by direct negotiation

L~

Ceremony at Yeshiva University.
less, he expressed himself in sup-
port of indirect aid to parochial

between the Middle East parties, Schools, including ~ funds ~ fox
Talks such as were carried out in  School lunches and textbooks.

T Y948 wWitl the-assistance—of s Rep. Ottinger wrote that he
der-Secretary-General Ralph would support a program where- .
Bunche could also prove fruitful. by public -funds would be chan-
. In addition to providing a po-
tential arena for such talks, the
UN must continue to exert its
moral suasion whenever cease-fire

er than to institutions. Tn- this
way, the constitutional problem
of Church-State relations would

Candidates Spmk Out On Israel -
Cburcb State, And General ]smey

neled to individual students rath-

violations and other threats arise.
The U8, must take the initiative
in ensuring that Israeli claims are

} and, if substantiated

supported with the full force of

be circumvented. Senator Goodell

has not recorded his upmmn spe- "

cifically on this issue.
Jnb discrimination against Sab-
bath observers is a good example

the F|rsl A o

ment -may-require that it do
so. And it seems clear to me
from™ the opiniohs in the
present and past cases that
the Court would recognize
the propriety of providing
military chaplains and of the
teaching obout religion, as
distinguished from the teach-
ing of religion, in the public
schools.

1 am also, then, a deep be-
liever in religious education. T do
not; igwever, support the repeal
of the Blaine Amendment. The
reason for this is that 1 have
found its interpretations in:the- -
New York-.Courts to have been
co-extensive  with the First
Amendment. Empty debate over
the Blaine Amendment is there-
fore extremely divisive and de-
void of practical significance.

L oust sfresg that T oam in fa-

Ottinger Urges
New Priorities

In the broadest sense, the most
peessing problem facing the peo-

clear violation “of theh Nutiona]
Security Aet-and must be stop-
“ped.

The hsl of |mporlum prob-
lems facing New Yorkeis s vir.
tually endless — the deteriora-

ple of New York is the faflure i+ tion of our.environment, blight.

government at all levels to fe-
spond to basic human, needs, We

Richard L. Outinger

ed  housing, narcotics and
crime, the lack of modern, safe
and convenient mass transit
systems, and on and on. Un-
derlying all of these, is our
completely distorted set of na- .
tional priorities. 1.run for the
Senate committed to a restruc-
turing of those priorities and
the institutions which have al- -
lowed: them to block pogress.
And | believe that o vital role
of -a-Senator must.bie to help
citizens organize to meet the
problems that threaten them
and as o Senator; {.intend. to
continue the work | have be-
gun-as d ‘Congressmon to ac-

for of alf aid that can consfitu-
tionally be extended to nop-pub-
lic 'séhools. No responsible politi-
cian can claim more than that.
We already know that aid for

transportation, for textbooks, and

for schcool lunches is constiu-
tional. It would appear that the
1970' N. Y. I&W 't reimburse
non-public schools for the cost of
performing testing which the
State requires is also constitu-
tional. These and all other forms

_of aid which are accepted as con-
First_.
_Amendment, to the Constitution

stitutional under the

of the United States T heartlly

T the existence of religion-and,—endorse_and will work _for “as

Governor.

see it in many forms—in govern-~
ment programs that tear down
more housing than they build; jn
a national budget which spends
billions on subsidies to. wealthy
farm corporations not to'grow
crops, on millions for a super-
sonic transport plane for the jet
set: in the escalating menaces of
crime and drug addiction; in a
war that doesn’t end but rather
spreads throughout Indochina
while our President insists that
he is really getting us out of that.
war. o

‘On a more specific levelthe
problem which seems to concern
most ¥ of ReTs—indeed;

..—- Americans—is the terrible dislo-

ofa problem facing the Oithodox-
Jewish Community, but which
seems little .understood -by—the -
candidates. Governor Rockefeller
Has _p_ogoﬁed legislation maki g

' Ds. Belkin_and Governor Rockefcl]er at a Recent Gmundbreakmg

such discrimination illegal in civil
service. The other candidates
spoke vaguely of their opposition
to all forms of discrimination,
without spetific._reference to the
aniqu

bath observer,

Besides Gov. Rockefeller and
Attorney General Lefkowitz, who
avoided 3peaking on controversial
issues, the other candidates em-
phasized their opposition to the
Vietnam War and saw in it the
root of the current American
malaise.

-the-Sab-——.

cation of our economy and its

" “etfect-on the-average family. We_

are feeling the effects of economic
policies of two administrations—
Johnsen's -and. Nixon’s — which
have simply failed to move effec-
tively, relying on .inadequate

—__complish that. _ _

During the past six i\;eérs, ~

“have helped organize community

groups to get low-income hous-
ing and day care centers built, to
block construction of the Hudson
River Expressway, and to-get the
Penn Central Railroad indicted
(Continued to Page 5)

Golda Meir On

Being Jewish

(Continned ]rom'Page 7)

_. gogues in Moscow, Odessa and

teningrad-serving. as_the only _
center for Jews.to which they
i th

as an outlet for their feelings
of Jewish identity. | would like

o tell you that in 1948 when |

attended - synagogué on~ Rosh
Hashana .and Yom Kippur in
Moscow I did not stir from my
place the whole dgfy: T thought
to- myself that had | stayed

piecemeal efforts” instead “of com= —longer-at-my-post L would have

bining fiscal and monetary poli-
ties frameaningful-way--At

gone to synagogue not eul‘ of

‘present time, it is my view that the Jewish state, but 1, Golda

only a combination of economic
controls, cutbacks in non-essen-
tial spending, continued tax’ re-
form to plug loopholes and ease
the intolerable burden on low and

program ‘of manpower training
and public service. employment,
using government as an employer
of last resort, if necessary; will
bring economic stability. I have
called for and introduced legisla-

Meir, my ‘place is in_the syno-
gogue along with other Jpws.
Above all else, in my view and
that of the overwhelming ma-
jority of the members of the

" ‘moderate-income families, and a Knésset; .the survival- of Israel

comes first, before the State of
1srael, before Zionism . . . Any
price is worth paying for the
security of the State of lsrael
so Iong as it is realized that its
vole is fo preserve the Jewish

tion to implement this program, people Otherwise, it is’ point-

and as a Senator I will continue
to work toward this end.

continues to underlie a good deal

less. This measure may not

© - sutceed II‘I reducmg the inci-_
Of course, the.war in Vietnam

of our ‘domegtic problems, not for it.”

-only-in the economic sense but in
the continued polarization of
groups :within our society. The
Nixon program of Vietnamiza-

“tion 35 nothing Tmore BRI o i

cuse for perpetuating our mili-
tary invovement and continuing
to shore up the despotic Thieu-
Ky regime in Saigon, In addition,
the  Nixon adminjstration s

but at
least il grant no fefer
The Editor-in-Chicf - and

Governing - Board of Hame-
vaser wish-Bob Miller a speedy

The  Editor-in-Chief and
Governing Board of Hameva-
ser extend a heatty’ “Birchat |
Mazal Tov to our Mashgiach,

changing -the character of our
military involvement in" Sputh-
east Asia, by hiring mercenaries
to fight under cover of the CIA
in Laos and Cambodia. This isa

Rav~ Yaakov: Lessin, upor thb
engagement -of hig grand-
daughter, Hennie Lessin, to
Shimon Wolf, YC 69,
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..But Differ On Blaine Repeal

for polluting the Hudson RlVPl’ I
led a group of commuters to Al-

sistancé for the railroads and T
served “ay New - York-- State's
Farth Day coordinator to help
. oyr

tate

citizens throughout

start action to alleviate a broad

variety of environmental threats
_ With regard to public assist-
ance to private schools, T sup-
ported the “Elementary” and Sec-
ondary Education Act of 1965
and would favor an extension of
the principle embodied in that
legislation, which éssentially was
that aid should be aimed at the
student, and not tHe institution.
This formila is consistent with

~the .Constitutional ‘separation .of .

church and state and has worked
well at the federal level. ~
I think we_have |earned in

recent weeks thaf the sitvation

in the Middle East is more per-
ilous for the Um'ed States and

TorThe wosltd perice

to retreat to insecure houndaries.
Should that occur, «mnthvr full-

vulherability.

ing - ]",raels i

to Arab attack. While I have

publicly _deplored the continued

Charles E. Goodell )

arms race in-the Middle East as

Walinsky For Vigorous Narcotics
Control; Lefkowitz Is Too Lax

1 ain rumning for Attorney
General of New York ‘State so
+that' L. can.protect the interests
of the peopie of New Yurk State
-=not the- interests of special
groups, not the interests of par-
ticular institutions, but the inter-
_ ests of the people. The present

Attorney  General, b ignézing

laws regarding narcotics and or-
ganized crime, discrimination in
hiring, and pollution both inside
and outside of-industrial plants
_is.ignoring the “people of the
state. A few examples will ilus-

fqﬂ{e—dukdm ly:
. A

&
ttorney General Louis Lefkn-

witz has publicly stated that he
devotes anly 27%- of his time to
all crime including narcotics.
Meanwhile, though New York
spends $250 million to curb ad-

particulasdly - concarned about
issues of speciul interest fo
New York Jews and Jews
around the world. The Jewish
people have a 5000.-year his-

>

than any other trouble spot on

the globe. | have warned the

Nixon administration from the
time it took office, that failure
to'live up to previous commit-
ments to Israel would only en-

' courage adventurism’ by the

Arab-Soviet detente, and time'

has proved me right. The refu--

sal of the United States fo pro-
vide Israel with the: military
equipment she needs for her
defense convinced the Arabs
we had backed off our support
and that they could move wn'h
impunity, -

* The so-called US peace ini-
tiative is really a weak one that—

appears med at- forcmg Israel

a terrible diversion of valuable —Orctions

resources, continued Soviet-Arab
belligerance really -leaves us_no
choice. And in Tsrael, we clearly
have a situation where U.S. vital
interests lie, where a legitimate
democracy is fighting for its life,
and where_the morality of the
situation is clear. The contrast
with Vietnam is obvious.

The Middle East really needs
bread, not bdmbs; tractors™not
tanks; water not war. But those

m.feeds willnever- be

filled if the U.S. allows Israel to.
become -the-—victim of our desire

to appease American oil interests

fast runmng out for us.

Mlzral:ﬁlﬂlreatened By [eadershlp Vo

(Continued—{rom-Page-6)-
not claim the falsehood. of the

- majority of Miss Keshet’s article.

As the trial progressed,nore and

mmmi%‘lwnductvvaj_
uncovered. The press. publishe BT

_every drop of it. >

. Meaqwhlle, Raphael was culti-
vaiing a growing following among
the  entrenched NRP organiza-
tional administrators. To party

intellectuals, who had been.grum- .

bling anyway about their: exct
sion from the party’s execitive
bodies, Raphael’s aspiration was
particularly alarming. Raphael’s

opposition grew around the par-

ty’s youth. faction and represen-
tatives of Hakibutz Hedati. At a
meeting of the party’s executive

rgim

compelling.- ‘A " religious -party
could ill afford "to become the
stronghold of ‘professional politi-
cians. Yet the censtitution of
Mizrachi’s executive bodies did
not' _copnote awareness * of - this
fact. Moreover, Raphael

‘ticular could harm the ,partys
image incalculably if he ever ful-
“filled his ambition. As a first step,
the minority tried to wrest sev-
eral Key positions from their es-
tablished rivals. Unsuccessful,
they stormed out of the meeting.
~Fhe-nextstage of the battle,
centered on the selection of a'suc-

— Committee, ihe_opgow

“Tess of dubluureﬂvm

cessor for Mr. Shapiro’s vacated
Cabinet “seat. To Raphael, of
course, the seat would be ex-
tremely valuable; both in-actual
and psyghological terms.

via Keshet was gomg worse,
When he took the stand as a wit-
ness, it was virtual self-incrimi-
nation. He was forced to delete
point after point from his suit
until it became evident that the
whole affair was a fiasco. Rather

" than fight until the bitter_end, _

Raphael settled out of court.

By this .time, public opinion
was 5o against Raphael that some
of his supporters were apparently
having setond - thoughts. At any
rate, enough anonymous members
of the majority faction voted
against him to have him Tose the

_Cal
mDeputv_mester Bf Fdi
Michael Hazani.
White the victory was an im-
portant one, it was not deci-
sive. At this point, nobody
knowswho"her Mizrachi’s'poli-
ined to encrust-
its virile spiritual roots with a
leadership of gquestionable
characier. If it happens, the
fulfillment of Mizrachi’s de-
clared purpose will be a long
way off. No-lsraeli will listen

Iose tg 200

000 addicts in the state and rar-
cotics-related crimes will exceed
"300,000 in 1970. Nine hundred
died in New York City alone
from heroin overdose in 1969,
and over 500 have died this year;
from ten to 20 New Yorkers die
each week of heroin while four
die each week in Vietnam. The
Executive Law gives the Attor-
ney General the power to investi-
gate and prosecute the source of

Attorney General, I will immedi-
ately organize a strike force of
at\ornevs “to cuib this miemace.

. The At(orney General contin-
ues to allow industry to pollute
the environment inside and out-
side their plants. The confidential
Labor Department memorandum
I released this week showed that

the deaths of 58 laborers were -

- affribufable to-violations of New
York State safety standards, and
were not prosecuted by either the
Attorney General or the Depart-
ment of Labor. In more far-

this killer—organized crime. As

tory of persecution !hui con-
tinues to this day. The very ex-
istence of the State of Israel,
harassed on all sides by her
Arab neighbors, is at stake. We
should do everything we pos-
sibly can — personally, sociaily
and politically —to insure her
continued ‘safety and: sover-
eignty. It is our duty to keep
our own government and citi-
zens aware and actively con-
‘cerned with the critical situa-
"tion in the Middle East. The
time for a United States policy

Leflowitz Is Proud Of Record As
Actvist: Points To Achrevements

are faced with an epidemic. de-
spite the fact that the Rocke-
felter administration has expend-
ed more money on theh problers
than the federal government and

I am pleased to answer vour
inquiry in connection with your
edition on the efection campaign.
T beliéve that your publication
renders a meaningful service to
the school community in present-

reaching effects on the enviror=
ment, although the State Depart-
ment of Health lists 1600 pollu-
ters, since 1966 not.gne cent has
been collected in fines nor has
one polluter heen brought to
trial. The neglect of these laws
must not be allowed te-continue,

T addition, as ¢ member of
the Jewish community, | am

]nmes Buckley: The Conseryative

to Judaism from any of less
“Than exemplary |dealum, much

did. Just Sent a Picture
For ‘the Time Being; He. Will
— Bespond Later:

Jiel {

ngthe views—of
public-office.

The State of New York, like
other- industriatized states, faces
a multitude of intensely serfous

‘- problems__jn__the years  ahead.
Among the most crucial are the
state of our environment, the
health of our. economy, public
safety and drug abuse. I think it
appropriate to point out, at this
juncture, that my office -has pro-
vided an extraordinary degree of
constructive leadership in these
and other areas of concern. -

For example; T established the
first Water & Air Resources Bu-

‘reau-inr any-State Attorney Gen-
"eral’s Gffice; 6veF Tive yedrs-ago;
long before there was a general
public awareness of the serious-
ness of the problem. Some 38
judgments have been obtained

'~a;{am§t municipal polluters and,

-mere recently_1_estal

second anti-pollution unit. This
new unit has instituted imagina-
tive and far reaching proceed-
ings against some of the largest
industrial and municipal pollu-
ters; to name only one—thé Us/
Army Corps- of Engineers.

- In regard to drug abuse. we

Adam Wa msFy ottt Lk,

of vaciltating support is over.

The frightening cadence of ajr-
tine hijacking by Arahy terroriats
several weeks apo this
criticad sittion all the nore
frightening. Fhe hijnckere dine
garded not only the basic tenets
of international law, buf the Liws
of simpld humanite, of o funda-
mentad resprct for the Loty and
sufety of human ke, Added 1o
this is the blatantly racist nature
of this wction. Women and chil-
dren were Tel off the planes—ex-
cept for Jewish women and-chil-
dren. who remained confined re-
gardless of their nationality, Not
since Hitler have such life and
death- decisions been macle on un

explicitly religiousThasis.

AL the samé time, intimidition
and repression continue against
the Jews of the: Soviet Union,
‘Fhe history of the Jewish peaple
IN Rll%\ld 15 one of @ 4”!]‘“’1“”“5
pogrom. Over the centuries the
pogrom hlls changed its image
Jow

in
Russia have suffered the indigni-
ties‘and punishment of persecu-
tion too Jong. We must demand
that the Russian government im-
mediately cease intimidating the
Jews wha want to emigfite to
Israel as well as Lo cease haras-
sing the Jewish people who will
remain in Russia.

As students at one of the
most influential Jewish univer-
sities in the country your sup-
port. and help is needed to
~carry these ideas to the people
of New York State.!

-Louis J Lefkowitz

all the other 49 stafes combined,
While specific jurisdiction does’

- not rest with my office, 1 have

spearheaded studies by student
committees and I continue to
press for educational programs in
m;ﬂﬂﬂ_
our youth,
Throughout my vears in vffice
T have often been the first to -
speak out in favor of one or 'an-
other innovative proposal and T
will continue to' seek means to
deal with this mortal affliction
(Continued to Page 7y

——
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Shait, BrotherDaniel Cases Test Halachic JewishDefinition

¢Continued from [ugx 1)
in the Land of istael” The latter
conlers automatic Tsraeli citizen-
\Inp ou him. But neither define
Lh:: ward U Jew, 4 sttuation which
did not, at the time, worry gny-
“onein spiteob [ha fact th
security and statistica
¢ -restdent--of -Tsrael was re-
quxrcd to state his religion and
Igwme (ethuic affiliation) for the
population register and carry an
identity card reproducing these
details. The late Mr. Moshe Sha-
rett had explained to the United
Nations Special Committee on
Palestine in 1947, prior to the
emergence of the Jewish state,
that by Jew he meant one born
af a Jewish mother or converted,
provided he had not gone over to
another religion, ~the identical
definition -adopted by fﬁe Knes-
set over two decades later’

Mixed Marriages, Ben GJ‘mn ‘s
Jewish ldentity Poll

. But in those two decades a
lat hos happened to make such
C] ial-and

- from ¢

b debarred from enjoyving the
privileges of the Law of Return
which were designated for pro-
essing Jews. Rufelsen was ac-
corded  Isracli citizenship as a
non-Jew, and not in virtue of the

- baw of Retwrn. Though-ln-actual

1, too withdraws
_the privileges
. whilst
sisting hr remains obliged by its
duties. the Rufeisen case afforded
a precedent for a deviation from
achic definitions in_ determin-
ing Jewish identity for the pur-
pose of laws passed by the
Knesset.

The Case of Shalit

Benyvamin Shalit refurned, tp
Isvael with-his' non-Jewish. wife,
a daughter of Sir Patrick Ged-
dyes who had strongly identified
himself with Zionist aspirations

fact the Hal

but regarded himself as of nore-

ligion. His wife became a natu-
ralized Israeli citizen. Two chil-
dren were born to them and Sha-
lit demanded they be registered
Jewish hut of po relicion

people constituted a religious-
national entity, &ny separation
would  jeopardize  the  overall

unity of world Jewry, There was
no Justification for creating a new
entity of Tsael Hebrows or
- Jews of ethnic_affiliati
Conversion procedures should be
regularized and eased but there

ish fold,

‘The High Court decision con-
fronted _the Israeli. government
fairly and squarely with the re-
sponsibility of reaching a clear-
cut decision. The Chief Rabbi-
nate ruled it a grave violation of
Torah law for anyone to register
as a. Jew one who was not so in
Halachic terms, confronting the

. only,

“con € 10 oregmng goIng ot The P |

ciple itself of entry into the Jew-

' ) o s
Former P.M, David hen Gurion:
Took- Jewish Identity Poll
religious Minister of the Interior
Mr. Moshe Shaplro with a di-

lemma. It was his duly o carry
out the court order. There wag
no chance of the government dis-
qualifying that by retroactive
tegislation. The Minister felt that
the Rabb; ¢ had acted with ip~
temperate hagte and should have
consulted the political-leadevship
first. Shalit’s childrén were' duly
registered Dby the DMinister - as
Jewish (a definition not binding
the rabbinic court), but the gov-
ernment tabled legistation ending
~dhat situation and laying down
the halachic norm. The Minister
of Justice, Mr. Yaacov Shapira
explained that it was impossible
to bypass the problem by simply
doing away with the registration
of ethnic affiliation, not only on
{Continued to Page 7)

Contributing Editor
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Mizrachi Torn By Puwer‘ Struggle

a restatement in binding form
vital. In pre-state days the
partners of a mixed marriage
were rarely interested in the
return to Zion. On the contrary,
the step they had taken was
indicative of their desire to lose
their Jewish identity and as-
similate. The dangers of out-
marriage hove loomed large
and have been seen te threat-
en the very existence of the
Jewish people in the Diaspora.
At the same time Israel has

“gntered the picture as the ha-

yen for thousands of Jews in
seumae‘mry affer
the disillusionments of the
open society of the West and
the closed one of the East. In-
deed it was the high incidence
of mixed marriages amang the
immigrants from Communist™
Poland in the late fifties that
caused Mr. Ben Gurion to send
his celebrated inquiry to the
forty odd world Jewish person-
alities of his ehoice. His teft-
wing Interior Minister Mr. Bar
Yehuda had issued directives
pnabling. a_parson' to register.
himself as Jewish withaut ful-
filling the requirements of re-
ligious law. These were with-
“drawn as a result of the resig-
nation of the Ministers of the
National ‘Religious Party and
eventually replaced; with Cab-
net assent, by halachic norms
in occordance with the vast
majority of the replies |9 Mr
Ben Gurion’s inquiry.
The Case of the lewish Monk

But matters'did not rest there. _

‘The Israel Supreme Court was in
1963. called upon to decide
whether Daniel Rufeisen, known
as Father Daniel, a Jew who be-
came¢a Catholic_ priest, could
qualify for automatic Israeli citi-
reddhip under the Law of Re-
_Jewish Jaw he

that for the purposes of the Law
of Return which was a secular
piece of legistution introduced by
the Knesset, a popular rather
than  halachiv yardstick  was
called for. The Jewish people,
@ whole, dul not accept the idea
that a convert to anather religion
remained a Jew. He was certain-

o

This, in " accordance with the
Ministerial directives, the regis-
tration officer refused to do.

Crucial High Court Judgement
Shalit obtained an order nisi
from the High Court which was
subsequently made absolute after
an unprecedented nine-bench ju-
diciary had sat to judge the case.
Five of, the nine high court
judges found that the registra-
tion officer had no right to refuse
to register the children in accord-
ance with the wishes of the
father. The Ministerial ditectives
i Y Te-

fused to be drawn into the issue
of determining Jewish identity,
though each one made it abund-
antly clear that he stood for a
subjective definition of Jewish.
ness not governed bv Halachic
norms. All agreed that the High
Court was not the ideal body to
determine such a crucial ideolog-
ical issue and that it would have

Prime Minister Golda Meir:“s
There ¥s No Heter for
Intermarriage
been better had the government
agreed to delete ethhnic affilia-
tivd altogther from the birth cer-
tificate. The Tour Tiinorty v
including  President Agrant and
Deputy  President Silberg, with
varying degrees of emphasis and
from differing ideological stand-
pmm; felt that, there was no
justification in deviating fram the
traditivnal norms of Jewish iden-
tity as incorparated in the Min-
isterial  divectives. The Jewish

'_groomed to take Mr.

Ews posith

Rav Yehudah Leib Maimon,
one of the early leaders of the
Mizrachi, once maintained that
an organization’s maturity can be
measured by how much its mem-
bers strive with each other rather
than struggle for survival with
outside forces. He was, of course,
consoling himself with reference
to his own movement. In recent
months, the specter of divisive-
ness has plagued Mizrachi once
again. At issue was a crucial mat-
ter of the party’s moral com-
plexion and integrity,.

one did not pit two - opposmg
ideologies against each other. In
fact, conservatives and liberals,
“Greater Israel” advocates and
avowed doves found themsélves-
altied in the conflict.

During his lifetime, Chaim
Moshe Shapiro had béén NRP’s
leader and unquestioned pohcy—
maker, He was a man of .unim-~

---—peachable ethics and considerdble

charisma. On the eve of the Six-
Day War, he was respansible for
the establishment of the “nation-
al unity government,” which em-
braced all parties. A of this en-
deared him not only to his party,
but to the Israeli public in gen-
eral.
Unforlunately, nobody . . was
Shapiro’s~
place. In general, young blood
was slow in rising during the
monolithic Shapiro years. Zerach
Warhaftig, the most recent of
three NRP Cabinet ministers, is
now ‘entering his thirteenth yéar
in the government. When Shapiro
passed away during the summer,

NRP was left without the steady .

leadership it had never lacked be-
fore, and the choice. of a new
.chief was by no means obvious.
There Wwas one man, however,
who hoped to rise to NRPS t0p~
itzchak Raph-
ael; a skllled political organizer.
Raphael had a working knowl-
edge of the inner party mechan-
ism. There was only one serious

hurdle in Raphael's path. He was -

one of the most slandered men
in the Knesset.

Raphael's political histery

included an allegedl hribery re-"

‘garding the uwardmg of a
hospital canm:cl Raphael was

IS

- e :
Moshe Chaim Shapiro, 2”I:
legaily a acquitted, But the mat-
ter was never really cleared
up. In addition, scores of ru~

mors ubounded about”Raphe
ael’s alleged mgh!-dubhmg ac
tivities, mismanagement of
public funds, etc. Mr..Shapirg
had twice frustrated Raphae)'s

receipt of important govern-
ment jobs hecause of the bad
publicity it would have. given
the party. When Raphael’s as-
piration became known, “the
popular and biting Israeli cal-
umnist, Sylvia: Keshet, devoted
an entive devastating article to

" Raphael’s misconduict.

Raphael began to realize that

--he-may-as well. give up as )

his reputation was o, tarnished.
Vowing to clear his’ name once
and for all, he announced that he
would file a suit agamst \Ixss
Keshet. B

The trial, however, did ot
quite fulfill Raphael’s -expecta-
tions. To begin’ with; Raphael’s
suit was highly selective, and. did

(Gontinued to Page 5)

Semicha Re Reqmrements Unclear

As New Semester Commences’

(Continued from Page 1)
or the newly instituted MS that
will Have the same requirements
_.as does the MA, minus the thesis,
T Ans \IHL degree to be granted
by RIETS: is currently in the
planting stages.

Last year a committee of stu- -

dents, rebbeim, and Administra-

‘tors’ began a study of proposed

curriculum revisions. Their prog-
ress was interrupted in March by
the explosion of the controversy
over, the charter. One of the de-
mands of the hastily formed stu-
dent-faculty coalition was that
the committee be replaced by a
study group composed solely of
rebbeim. 'The Administration ac-
ceded to this request, and. the
‘Rav and Rabbis Bleich, Lichten-
stein, Lifschitz, and Parnes were
designated to revise the Semicha
Program, subject to the approval
of Dr. Belkin. One of their first
actions was to elimindte the re-
quirement that 4 student pursue
an MA or MS concomitantly
with his ordination studies: The
aspiring ‘wwsmach would beé free

to study for one of the Master’s
degrees or to confine himself to
the RIETS program. If he chose
the latter, he would be obligated
to take courses in Chumash, Ha-
lacha, and/or Tephillah for four -
hours a week. The mapping of
the exact content of these courses
and the appointment of their in<"
structors  was delayed over the
summer because of the uncers
tainty over the MHL in RIETS.
The classes in those subjects will
begin, however, following thé
Sukkot recess. A three-year cycle
for the courses is still being for-
mulated.

Al students - for Semicha,
whether, they- are working for a
Master’s or not, will be required
to-take-the Supplementary Rab:
hinics courses. These include hor
milectics, practical applications
of Ilalaclm, and Shimusk, or in-
service training.

The Kollel program will con-
tinue to functidn as hefore and
will not be affected in any way
hy thesé revisions.
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Sefarim Sleuth At YU Horowitz

(Continued from Page 1)
sulted in the return of more than
one million volumes to librarfes ”
in Israel; and another 200,000 to
the U.57 1o addition, hundreds of
Hehrew manuscripts were recov-
ered and sént to ferusalem.

The youthful, 70 year old Mr.
Shunami, bepan his search under
the sponsorship of Hebrew Uni-
versity, which was later joined in
the project by Israel's Ministry
of Religion. He was also greatly
aided by the cultural branch of
‘the U.S. Army.

While great rarities and books*
of immeasurable value were sal-
vaged, he contends that coilntless
volumes have been lost. He says
“millions .of volimes were proh-
ably destroyed by allied bomb-
ing, and many beoks, incunabula
and manuscripts—the nfost val-
uable ones — vanished and are
stilt m Nazi hideouts in Ger~
many.*

Mr. Shunami said that the
Nazis created a “so-called schol-
arly instituté t6The study of the
]ewwh question. They set up a
. TiSemitie.

TS

for such things as making tents
from vegetables, mattresses from

“grass and even tea from certain -

plants,

Those who can prove that the -

resctied books are theirs are-en-
titled to them or their monetar y
value. One incident in Israel re-
called by Mr. Shanami involved
Dr. Moses Breuer, brother of the
well-known leader of Agudath
Israel. Dr. Breuer excitedly totd
Mr. Shunamji that he had discoy-
.ered his own set of Talmud on
the Hebrew University Library
shelves. Asked . for praof, Dr,
Breuer pointed to the initials on
the cover, Mr. Shunami was not
satisfied, for there were many
“M. Bg” among Eugopean Jews.

Dr. Breuer then relatéd how
he studied the Talmud at the be-

ginning of the Nazi era, when his -

spirits were depresséd. It was
during Sukkot that he was learn-
“ing the related tractate, Swkkah,
'To better understand the text of
the tractate, he sketched a dia-
gram. Mr. Shupami then opened
the Talmud and found. Dr.
drawing,_and the set of

Rrener’:

Claims Lack 0( Bebbl Tulmld

Relationship; Rebbi’s Role Lost

(Continued jrom Puge 8)
the ideal of the rebbi-tatmid re-
lationship.,

Somehow; we have come to
view the rebbi only as on in-
tellectual superior who imparts
us with knowledge and insight
into learning, without neces-
sarily becoming too involved
on o personal level. Unfortu-
ndtely, one does not find too
many students who really, ad-
mit that they turn to their reb-
beim for help and gvuidance in
solving their problems, out of
a feeling of love and attach-
ment, Somshow, it seems that
too many people feel thut we
have reached o level of intel
lectual sophisnmﬂon where
this type of close relationship’
no Icnger becomes necessary
for one’s intellectial and moral
develop How ith
this attitude is to the real idea
of a rebbi-talmud relationship.
We. must all bemoan the fucf

that the—real role nf o rehh

refationship between the folmi-
dim and rebheim in the Yeshiva?
What type of atmosphere mus
be created to foster a more G
uine Yeshiva experience and a
true relationship hetween rebbi
and tafmid? The answer is that
we ought to strive to establish a
closer rapport hétween talmidim
and rehbeim; this naturally en-

guidance on many pre SSINY Spire
itual erises then the tfabmidim
should welcome this and show
their responsiveness 1o their rede
bi's inlerest Moreaver we should
change our attitudes and realize
that & rebhi must be more than
just another teacher and that
there are responsibilities incum-
hent upon bioth rebbeim and tal-

A. Littman

Rav Schacter Giving Shiur At Night.

tails initiatives on both- sides. Tf
the students must ask more time
}

midim in order to establish the
rebbi as a true spiritual father.
Ab,

—withs

the annihilation of the Jews.
They also laid the, foundation of
a university for Nazi leaders and
the “best of the loot” of Jewish
and non-Jewish contents was des-
tined for the library.

“Their purpose,” Mr. Shunami
said, “was to disseminate anti-
Semitism. They boasted of hav-
ing the greatest Jewish library in
the world. Their satanic goal was
to prove from the Jew's own
books how wicked they were, and
how deserving they were of their
ot.”

Each year Mr. Shunami sperids
several weeks in Germany trying
to track down the missing books.
He said that he had been given
‘the ceoperation.of German libra-
rians and arehivists, as well as
the West German Federal Gov-
ernment- ard- the-police,-and had
the authority to investigate any
library he desires.

According to the law, all Ger-

" ‘man cifizens were supposed —to~

have turned in_those books to the
U.S. Army, and later to the fed-
eral government. “When I con-
front these cultural Nazis,” Mr.
Shunami said, “they are very un-
comfortable, not only because of
their past, but because they are
violators of the present law.”

In addition to Germany, other
countries are visited by Mr. Shu-
nami as part of his rescue opera-
tions, These include Poland,
Czechoslovakia, Hungary and
Roumania. More than 200,000
rabbinic volumes were salvaged
from Poland, and tens of thou-

« dands “of “books from~the -other

countries.

Among the” great rarities he
uncovered is a late seventeenth
century Megillah Séroll of Esther -
written in Spanish on parchment.

Included among ‘the interest-
ing collections found is_that of
Immamiel "Loéw, “the “famous
Hungarian Jewish scholar, who
was an expett on the vegetation
of the land of Tsrael. When in-
formed that his collection was at
Hebrew University, the . Israeli
military. command asked for a
copy ‘of his five-volume work,
Florg der. Yuden, for-use in camp-
ing conditions, His work is useful

¢ him

after almost twenty years.
Another significant collection
_of rabbinical books was traced to
the father-in-law of the Chief
Rabbi. of Pressburgh Slovakia.
The volumes were retyrned to
the chief “rabbi’s daughter who
Yives in-Jerusalem..
Mr. Shuriami came to Tsrael in
1921 from his native Hungary.

He joined the Jewish National .

Library the same-year after sev-
eral months of pioneér work. The
Jewish National Libsary is the
foréfinner of the Jewish Natior--

al and Hebrew Umvemty Li-—energy....

* brary. He retired in 1961.

has.been fost, and that in mast
cases the rebbi has been trans-
formed info o teacher or schol-
ar—rather than o true spiritual
father. On the part of the rebbi,
it seems that too many lack
this selfless dedication’: ‘o their
students’ welfare — splrnuul as
well as intellectual. Although
many rebbeim exert themselves
to discuss hashkafah with their
students, all too few try to es-
tablish an individual rapport
with their students- at the ex-
—-pense: of theie-own time qnd

What then should be the ideal.

ot Lul:n b t ‘ £

~then the rebbeim should re-
spond favorably and willingly. 1f
the rebbeim offer more of their
time to help the talmidim ad-
vance in their learning and for

H-it should-becl that

—N23 _ing and for personal dxscusswns we cannot be satisfied with mere-

ly receiving the intellectual train-
ing in the ways of the Torah
without also receiving the great
moral and ethical guidance which
we all need.

Lefkowitz: Arabs Threaten

(Continued from Page 5)
which besets our society. While 1
firmly believe that we must use
every method to dramatically ex-
pose our youth to the dangers of

'narwtlcs, I am equally- intent on

more  Vigoréus. prose‘amcn Jof-

New Law Recognizes Non-Orthodox
‘Conversions; Rabbinate Is Challenged

(Continued from Pagc 6)

— account -of security and Jewish
ideological reasons. The Law of -

Return conferred substantial and
i 141,

aitomatic pu Hege:
ship and' new immigrant status
on Jews coming home. It was ab-
solutely essential to lay down-

: clear guidelines as to whom ben-

efitted therefrom.
Gesture to the Mixed Marrieds

These guidelines contained
some significant additions and
nuances reflecting the realities of
the present situation. The privil-
eges of the Law of Return and
Citizenship have been extended
to non-Jewish -wives, their off-
spring and their children and
spouses, excluding those who had
converted to another religion. In
the ‘definition of a Jew the de-
mand to convert according to
_orthodox Jewish practice is not
" spelted out. Those who have con-
_verted according to Conservative
and Reform practice will be reg-
istered as Jews. This does not in
any way bind the Israeli rabbi-
nate which will, for the purpdses
‘of marriage glemaxld adherence to
orthodox conversion procedures.
But these are now the subject of
joint government and rabbinical
action involving .the creating of
special courts for proselytes, to
speed up and simplify proce-

dures, The Sephmh Cb.\ef Rabbn .

of Tel Aviv, Rabbi Ovadia Yosef
has publicly declared that the

“strangers to Judaism must be
brought near, and the psychology

Id-be_con-

verts appreciated. Every effort
should be made to lead them to a
true appreciation of the beauty
of Judaism.”

A Chail to the Rabbi

the Jéwish fold in time-ton-
oured manner? The rahbinate
obviously faces o great chal-
lenge in the field of Jewish
adult education in helping to

absorb those esfranged from ¥ou

dewry streaming fo the home-
land in search of both physical
and spiritval-security.

The government decision has
shifted public attention from
questions of definifion to the
techniques of conversion in a

Shabbat Parshat Noach has
been' designated _as Shabbat
Bogrei Kerem B’Yavneh. Al
b'nei hayeshiva - are cordially
invited to. participate.

world of Jewish non-observ-
ance and ignorance in the con-
text of a sovereign Jewish en-
vironment in Israel. Judaism
ions of

ience. Can rabbis be a party to
a ritval accompanied by no
sincere desire to.accept the ten-
ets und practices of Judaism?
On the other hand, is not the
fact that the person has chosen
fo come and

Prime ‘s Credo
Volumes have been written
and spoken on the subject of
Jewish identity in Israel in the
last few months from the -al-

dope pushers. Finally, we recog-
nize that this is an international
problem and we are exerting
pressure on W ashington to do
more 4o induce other nations to
stem the flow of narcotics into
the Eni

Turning - to |he problem of
aid to parochial schools, it is
well understood that | have a
statutory duty to support and
defend”téyislation enacted in
Albany. | have successfully
done so in regard te appro-
priafions for textbooks and |
shall vigaréusly defend the 28
million dollar appropriation
i i _should it come

under attack.

I have taken the clearest pos-
sible position, repeatedly, in
regard to the Middie East and,
particularly, in respect to ls-
rael’s security. Because the U.S.
single-handedly pressured is-
rael into the current cease-fire,
our nation bhears a special re-

ponsibility to intain  the

most 200 page. judgem of
nine high court justices to the
debates in the Knesset and in
the Cabinet. But the most elo-
quent presentation of the
‘world Jewish overtones of this

Israeli issue was undoubtedly

the Prime.Minister Mrs, Golda
Meir's summation on behalf of
the amendments to the Law of
Return in the Knesset. She re-
fated them directly to the stark
needs of Jewish survival, to the
fight against outmarriage in
the Diaspora, to the role of the
synagogve and the Jewish re-
ligion. “f am not religiously
observant but had it not been
for religion, we would have
shared the fate of gll those

let” who. have disap-

'with. the child p
amongst Jews -in a basically
Jewish environment, sufficient
cause for formal acceptance in

military balance and guoran-
tee Israel’s capacity to protect
her borders and her people. |
will -not burden .you with ‘&
long discourse on the steps that

| have taken in this regerd, but -
I am totally committed to the
proposition that our goverri-
ment must meet its commit .
ments in the Middle East and .
insure lasting peace and secu-
rity for Israel. Only in this
manner can we meet our moral
obligution and profection of
our nation’s vital interest.

" Although you do not pose the ~
question, I feel it is imperative to
mention my intense support of
Soviet Jewry. My voice shall cofi-
tinue to be heard in behalf of
our bel d brethren in Rus-.

psnrad We are f in-
" deed that there are still syna-
(Continued to Page 4)

sia, because constant pressure-on

the USS.R. is our best weapon,

¢
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" The Rebbi-Talmid Relationship

.

T

While it Is cértainly difficult to
as the essential  elements
which - comprise_a successful Ye-
shiva and produce true Torah
holars,  one ‘definitively
state that the quality of the rela-
tionship between the  students
and the rockei veshiva is of paca-

158

can

dent must show towgirds  his
teiacher.  Actually oneis com-
manded to return a lost posses-
sion of ‘a teacher before he re-
turns a lost possession to his fa-
ther (Babe Metzia 33). We ac-
tually find a much more rigorous
statement of the extent to which

Halachic principles to insure that

~the- student- retaing a- -constant

reverence for his teacher; in -this
sens€ one is not allowed to call
his teacher- by his proper name,
even when not in-his presence.
One. is also not allowed. 1o sit
down when his rebbi enters until
specifically told to do so, nor is
one allowed to rise until he re-

", ceives explicit permission.

These Halachic principles ares
predicated on the notion that the

. rebbi is one’s spiritual <father.

“That his father brought him to

- this physical world and his teach-

er by imparting the Torah to the’

student helps him attain Olom

~Habah {Rambam, Hilchot Tal-
. mud Torah,” Chapter 5, Law 1).

Thus a'rather unique concept is
introduced ~—— namely that “one’s
“rebbi is his spiritual father, in
the sense that he enables the stu-
dent to attain higher levels of

‘t.
,%“

by HAROLD HOROWITZ ——i——

in this world and to the next one

as welk™ (Rembare,~Hitehot Poi—

mud Torak, 5; 12). Thus the
rebbi is morally responsible for
his students’ spiritual welfare as
well as for their intellcélal prog-
ress. This idea, in the writer’s
opinion, seeks to,.establish a to-
tally harmonious relationship be-
tween rebbi and talmid, specific-
ally enabling the student to turn
to" the rebhi for help in all spir-
itual crises, and. instilling in the
rebbi a true love for his students
and an earnest desire ‘to help,

guide their spiritual outiook. And.

one-should not feel that this area
is completely separated from the
intellectual progress made in To-
rah study, for we knoy. that kal

| o Fe—
5

ificance. Indeed, one

YOPR

‘hne is commanded to réspect and

Torah learning and ultimatelv 0
attain spiritual perfection. How-

can state that to a large extent

the transmission of Torah learn-

ing is grounded in the relation-
ship, between the falmid and his
rebbi. ‘Thus it is certainly appro-
priate to examine the fundamen-
1al Halachic and ethical prinei-

ples which: go-in-to- the founding-.-

of a successful and productive re-
lationship  between the falmid

" and his rebbi. H

‘At the outset, it should be
noted that there are strict meas-
ures of kavod and yirak which

Hdldcha presulbes that the stu-

hold in awe his teacher-in The -

Ethics of the Fathets: Morck
rabach kemorah shemaim; “The
fear gf vour teacher shall be to
you as your fedr ofgHeaven." In
this context there are many spe-
cific Halachic injunctions which
are incumbentipon. the student.
The Talmid (Vuma 53) states
that when one departs from the
presence of his rebbi, he should
not turn his back to him, rather

- he.should walk cut. facing him so

that he never tums his eyes from
his teacher. There .are extensive

_the

ever,
along-with this great honor there
is dlso a concurrent responsibil-
ity which the rebbi must fulfill.
This responsibility transcends the
“notion of kavod hatalmid, which
states that the rebbi must not
treat. students in a-derogatory
fashion, but rather should always
bear in mind theie feelings and
their level of achievements: -As
Rambam states, “A man
must - be -very -careful .with-his

“students and must love theni for

they are.the sons who lead him

it should be noted that-

ful.” - Indeed, classical Torah
tradning--always: malitained that
Jtrue Torah scholarship must be
accompanied by piety and spit-
itual advancement. "Thus, the
Talmud felt very strongly that
the Torah should not be taught
to a student unless he was well
established in his ways of piety
and  had certain  fundamental
hashkafot imbued in his person-
ality (Makot 10), Thus the clas-
sical relationship between rebbi
and talmid saw the student turp-
ing to his teacher first and fore-
-most for the knowledge of the-
Torah, and also in a very signifi-
cant manner for moral guidance
and . spiritual direction. Natu-
rally,. one should not feel that
this is an automatic type of rela-
tionship- which can spring up by
just learning from a certain rebbi:
a great deal of effort is required
on both sides. and very often,

unfortunately] the 7epbz may ToU
have the personality to inspire

YUPR

sheyirato kodemet lechackmate
chachmiato mitkayemet. “When

-one’s—reverence-and-fear preced-

ed his wisdomn, then his wisdom
will be pertmanent and meaning-

such love and confidence from
his students. However, the. truly
great roshei yeshiva were noted
not only for, heir scholarship. but
for their relationships to their
students as well. Their relation-
ship transcended the element of
. intellectual rapport, which may
éxist:between a student and his
secular leacher as well, and ex-
tended o A spiritual rapport—a
feeling of “closeness: that could
only- exist otherwise between -a-
person and his parents. This is
(CnntinueH to Page 7)

Contnbutmg Editor

~ The Rabbi As Teacher And Student

In viewing the position of the
rabDi it is reasonable to consider
the two disjoint roles he plays:

gﬁé:i that there is a more press-

ing necessity to make people “fel-
evant” to Torah than to make

Pérak Hto-the test-of foreign

ev;riy'memb’er‘of Knesset
is & récognition of the-Torahr-as

the “beirothed of Israel” and
when the Psalmist noted that

israel

;neéfin; of his Center sister-
hesd—en The-Rabbi-by N: Gor-

- don. Needless to say, this is

not_the proper role of . the

" by LEON KARP.

proach previously discussed. The
refuctance of the congregation to
accept the halachic mastery of
the rabbi.i

teacher — primarily with respect
to his own and succeeding gene-
rations, and_student — primarily
with respect to preceding genera-
flons. .

The efficacy of the rabbi in his
role as teacher is directly depen-
deni -on his approach. and the
material he intends to transmit,
and to a large extent there is an
obvious interplay between these
two aspects of teaching. The rab-
bi's view of the intelligence. and
sincerity of his congregants will

.invariably reflect on both the

level - of--his discourses -and. the *

manner of their presentation.
Anyone slightly acquainted with
the typical synagogue will find

" that the rabbi’s sermon often

deals with “Israel Bonds, UJA,
Federation, and brilliant exposi-

tions of what we can deduce to
e Rashi’s posttion on the-war ip

Vietnam. There is.often an obsc-
quivus attempt to inglicate the
“relevance” of Torah (o current

events and philosophies. Funda-’

mentally, this approach cannot
be attacked. Torah is relevant
because it deals.with principles
and pot only with particulars,
However, it can certainly be ar-

pohcv T know of one rabbi who,

. at least some time ago, made no

meniion of current evenis, poli-
tics and ‘iorés’in shul and whose
“sermons”
dedicated to explaining partially
abstract points of halacha-as seen
through- the eyes. of .the Risho-
nim. This approach was whole-
heartedly apprecidted by his con-
gregation. It should be noted .
that most shui-goers are of ma-
ture. mind and are certainly ca-
pable of absorbing and assimilat-
ing semi-abstract halachic prin-
ciples and, more often than‘not,
xneed. not._be spoonfed by the
rabbi. It should be recalled that
the special competénce of the
rabbi is in the sphere of %alecka
—not..politics, -and it _is quite
likely that the rabbi can be more
assured of the respect of his. con-

gregation if he restricts his  lec-.

tures.to matters wherein his mas-
tery is indisputable, If one thinks

_ that those who come to shul don’t

want to hear a d'var halacka he
is very mistaken. Those who have
even the minor religious sensibili-
ties prerequisite to synagogue at-

"tendance cannot help but be

moved by being. engaged in a

halachic discusston.” Deep-within -deliver—a - book- report-—te o

"Pekudei Hashem Yesharim M-

.samchei Lev he was not referring

‘o the elite class of scholars
alone. All of K’lal’ Visrael find

were really skiurim— Torah a well spring of joy if

they are but given_a chance to
drink. Taking the Yomim Nora'-
#m as an example;.it is not hard
to believe that a discussion of the

Rambam’s “Laws --of  Refeént- N
ance™ is- more likely. to-held-the '

rapt. attention of a shwul than is
the more typical sermen. I have
recently witnessed sucha case of

a “Jewish Center” congregation

. —literally enthralled by an even

halachic di
f hic di

and not even in Borough Park.

The congregation, however,
"'must lend the rabhi. dssistance
in his teaching task. Just as in -

".a school little 'eu:hmg goes on
if ‘the ioacher is releguted to

and clerk, so 2 too !hg proper,.

function of the rubbi must be
ized b e

I “recall. beiny lold by :ome

friends that o rgbbi they had

asked to oversee some study

program af night had declined

oh the grounds that he had to

rabbi. Nor is the rabbi o story-
feller like some kindergarten
teacher. Jewish anthologies are
accessible fo ali and the job of

. the rabbi is not that of racon-

teur. . -

On' the other hand the fact
thatma,t‘__}gast one rebbitzen 1
know of suggested to her- husband
(who.was having a difficult time
getting his congregants to accede
to be taught) that he “Tell them

“'stories—=stories that they know'-

50 theyll feel smart” is very re-
vealing. Although it is-true that
the, congregants actua]ly would
be. w:llmg fo learn, still, in many
cases, the rabbi is no older than
his. congregants (and in some
cases even younger) and there

" arises an ego problem. This prob-

‘lem is aggravated by. the fact

" that the rabbi is financially de-

pendent on the congregation. The
subjugation to_authority ‘\hat ’is
almest esséntial in a teaching
process is ‘therefore :not - easily
realized in the rabbi-congregation
relationship-and the fact that the
congregants really want to learn
is often obscured. The resolution,
at least in part, to this conflict
between ego and an innate yéarn-
ing-to-learn- may--lie-in-the-ap-

due in large part -t
the dabbling on the rabbi's part
in matters peripheral to the
transmission of ‘halacha. "Tf the

. rabbi asserted and proved his in-
disputable authority in halachic
matters the congregation would
be more  willing to aceept his
leadershlp As long. as the rabbi
is'tied to the purse strings of the
congregation, and at .the sanie

“time and further, unable to show
his superiority’ in halachic deci-
sions, it is not likely that he will
be able to gain the respect need-
ed for proper exercise of lead-
ership.

This ego problem leads us to
the role of rabbi as student. The
concept of " K’zai Lecha Rav
enunciated by Chazal in Pirket
Abot applies no less to the rabbi

-.than ‘the layman. However, the
rabbi, as leader of the congrega-
tion in his own right, aften finds
it_much more_difficult to recog-
nize the halachic authority of his
teachers. Tt is not Tikely that the
rabbinate, as a whole, will get
the respect it should deserve un-
til it itself develops the proper
attitude towards the ba'alei
hamasora with whom we are
pnv\leged to :hare this genera-

'hen s






