Official Student Publication of RIETS a?:d JSS

EVASER

Volume X

YESHIVA UNIVERSITY, NEW YORK, OCTOBER 1971

Number 2

Fr |e|'|[ls Pay Tnhute ] Ezra llghtman Rabbi Charloy, Director of RIETS Stresses

Importance 0i YU In Amerlcan Jewish Life

Remembered For His Dedication To Jewish Youth

by DAVID LUCHINS

_There was something almost
mysterious about the gentle red-
head -whe was everyone’s"friend’

* and nobody’s intimate. He was
just too dedicated-—toeo commit-
ted to be entirely for real.

Not that he lacked a sense of
- humor—it was a lively one. But
" the total devotion and seemingly
limitless seltlessness he hrought

years? What if we would have
known that he was bemg
ravished by a. fatal disease

from whose pains respite was _

increasingly less  frequent?
Would we have reacted as
calmly, as nobly, as firmly in
the face of his rrugedy as he
did?

I doubt- it. We would have
treated him as an invdlid.  We.

would have denied his marvelous

ahilities the to-reachs

Admired For
His Courage’
~ by HAROLD GOIDBERG

Just as the red heifer hrivigs

atonement (to the people of
‘Iya_ql), so does the death of
<'the righteous bring. atone-
. ment.

“almud, Moed Katan 28a

by RICHARD SCHIFFMILLER

Rabbi Zevulin Chatlop, for-
mer Talmud instructor in the
._James Striar School and a_mem- .-

ber -of "the History faculty.. at

to £very: task-beganto-—grat

one’s nerves.

1 knew him fairly well. We
served ‘on the
Board of HAMEVASER together
for two years, we shared cel-
lege classes dnd the Rov's
shiur,” and, 7in his eight years
in NCSY we must have at-
tended - forty or fifty~ events

" together. Yet his “dedicc
got fo me on occasion. also—

his total lnvoivamem in what-
b

ever he

V|rg|ﬁ|o or leading a T’hlhn"‘

at
' Convemlon._

our

Of coitrse we marvelled at his
stamina and wondered at his

Governing

amdaffect 56 many Tives, "We
would have suffocated that re-
markable spirit under a thick
layer of %‘How much. better
that he khew and we did not.
Would' his life have been dif-
ferént if he had not been under

the cloud of the pressing in- .
evitable? That shall never be

I kéd—10"
him - with a love shown to no
other advisor in' the amnals of
NCSY. Vet, despite his natural
talents there was something al-
most “too good” about the red-
head. There was, we told our-

__-selves something he wasn’t, tell-
ing ‘us. There must be an ulterior
motive
thoroughness.

e -,
- eharismarT

We discovered his secret that
s Tuesday afterncon when news of

to .his devotién and -

* teacher, h
Boston to. New York, In. retro-

- I-thought nothing of it when,

as I .wa$ leaving Rabbi Joseph
B, Soloveitchik’s lecture on, a
Saturday evening a year and a
half ago, I heard him remark to
friends standing €lose by, “Ezra
ldoks a bit better this week.. His
cheeks have more color.”

It seervied Tike a rouiine com: |

meht. of a watchful teacher about
one -of .- his - students, perhaps

.. bothered . with a cold; whose
- pafenﬂrm Boston ~sdw less of

UPR

» Rabbi Zevulun Chaﬂop

Yeshiva Col}ege, ha& recemly as-

umed-his-new-

awareness of the centrality of
Yeshiva University in American

'Jewish life. “Yeshiva is the nost

of mﬂuence 1extend farther than
any other institution.” The quan-
titative leadership of educators
and Rabbis that is so sorely
needed in America is provided by
us, he -points out. This causes
other Veskivot to depend on. our .
functioning effectively. The scope
and breadth of learning at Ye-

tion of Orthodox Judaism in
America. Thus, when Dr. Belkin
asked him to become director,
Rabbi Charlop found he could
not refuse.

As ‘& former Président of the
Council of Young Israe! Rabbis
and editor of the Rabbinic
ajumni’ swbhcu'hon Chavrusa;
Rabhbi Charlop has found occa-
sion 10 express -his: views of
. Yeshivg University’s purpose
|.n wmlng. ~He speaks.of : the

¢ was. attending col-
lege.m New York' than did his
who commuted from

spect, Ezra Lightman had a way
of making everything seem. rou-
tine-during-the-past-eight -years;
as he was being slowly but un-
remittently -cut down by that
dreaded disease—cancer.”

Yet he told no one. Appar-
ently he had no need for pity
or encouragement. He was too

1,_too vil for the

tor of RIE.TS, replacing Rabbi
Reuven Aberman.

-When -asked why - he aceepted
the post, Rabbi Charlop replied
that; as a student and a teacher
at Yeshxva he has devetﬁpai A

distings from

the lsolu'ed Jew, and defines

him as “one who has; as it
were, two distinct life styles .
which, save in the ‘ethical and
moral assumptions they share,

""(Cantirmed on Page 4)

Frohhnger”@uthnes Seven

Point Program For ]SS

Ezra Lightman-z'l

known. What is obvious is. that

to consider:’
N

concealing of his fate from

friends to have been o defense -

mechanism. There was some-
thing mere important for him
the essential com-

"by CHARLES SNOW

Using ‘a year’s experience as
Secretary-Treasurer of JSSSC in

Under this plan, o student
would be permitted to pursue
Judaic studies at o Yeshiva in
conjunction with secular stu~..

s m_-r_muf’whmﬁ‘he Tecognized the school’s

reached s Death—
E.era’ ~Death is for the old, for
the feeble, for those who_have

it_could hardly have heen more.
complete or more inspiring.

His_hours. m__th.a_B_eu_Hn-_L'ﬁme—"r)

* lived long and full lives. It is a
terror not even’ to be thought, of
at our age, or if it should occa-

“ sionally impinge on our con-
sciousness, to- be deferred - for
another time’s.consideration:

What

if we had knvo‘wni

Midrash, his. letters to hun- -

dreds of NCSYers over the
years, his affection and devo-
tion to his Rebbi, the Rav, his
compassion and concern for

. all of us. Iif the-Almighty willed

that - his span of years on this

what-hedarew these past-eight

= o {Continued on Page 3)

— altuf-the- -highest-ranking o

shall five by 'hem (ﬂfe com:

good and . .bad.. points,” Briun
. Frohlinger, ‘thig. year’s JSSSC

Just two short months before
his demise X saw Ezra’ for the
last time“as he was ‘catching a
quick “supper -at a delicatessen
outside of Veshiva Univérsity,

~anxiousto get back to his Torak

study.” The " Mishna considers
. Torak stidy to be equivalent Ao

mandments put together. Study-

INSIDE THIS ISSUE . . .

On the JSS Koliel

“| Dr. Hurvitz and Sefer Hd-Menuha
Glenn Richter on Acgibn for Soviet Jewr
Benedek: Rise and Fall of a Library(?)

Review of an Israeli Journal ... ... ...

ing-and teachmg Torgh-yomam- -

’layla, “day and night,” was
Ezra’s life. So no one. had to-,
know. e

Pracid had- &
President;~has

 point progran that he hopes will

....... Page 5

aner ADL vs. JDL..

Krumbein: On Rav Nachum of (,mdno

_.Page 6

it Page 6

Ezra was one of whom it
. covid be said, os it wos said
by Rabbi Yehiel Perr, o great
rabhj,of a previous genera-
tion,
needn’t be recognized as a
tzaddik in order to do tzidkut
(nghnoun deeds). A man who
“had 76 nsed to see the raﬂe&

(C ed ‘on - Pgge 3)

“He was g man who

-improve the former and eradicate
the latter, The program can be
listed in two parts: 1) acallemic
-reform and 2) student services.

Prohably the most important
of his seven paints and head-
fining his academic. reform is
his “Isran} Abread Program.”

i —n

a seven——are J5§

- B;bl;i Besdin instracting = FSSchass~

dies at a university in_ Israel
and receive full credit at YU

for the courses. While there-
fol.

ty—fot
fowing such a mode of study

these studenmts will encouiter
the difficulty of having the
credits accepted by IS5 and
YC. The advent of Mr. Fr

-ger's ides wodld enable o stu.

dent to spend a year studying

“in Tsrael withoot any losi of

(Continued on Page §)
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—{ar—more.equitable to_grant thes
grant_tf

. dents from takivg any other courses. But

endowment fund. We, therefore, urge all
students ang affiliates of Yeshiva to send their
contributiony to the EZRA LIGH TMAN
TORAH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD, (o
HAMEVASER, 186th St and  Amsterdam
Ave, N Y., N.Y. 10033 and contimie that
goal for which Egzra so ardently and sellessly
SLrove.

»Discrimination At Ferkauf

There appears to bes litdle ' rationale or
justification for the administration’s insist-
ance on charging fitth year presemicha stu-
denits the standard rate of fifty-five dollars per
credit for courses taken at Ferkaof towards
an M.S. i fewish Equcation. It would seem
potential
rabbinical spudents the same free siX crédits”
a term that are guaranteed to all semichu
students. -

The administration has in the past sought
w0 explain this inconsistency by contending
that they wish t¢ discourage pressemicha stu-

what is the semse of that? The requirerhent
{or eutering the semicha program is two pre-
ich i RIETS. The adnfiiistration

X2H

Typing” Al R
Greenwald, Allan Herskovitz, Larry Ziffer

Photography: Eliezer Littman, Michael Reich

New Hope For YP

. Though a plethora of problems face RIETS
and YP, the most crucial and basic issue -is-
the lack of communication between mem-
bers of the administration and the student
body. No issue can be seriously considered
until representatives of both parties aré both

A] d-able o engag

r
realis[iﬁ dialogue.

In the past the lines of communication be-~
tween students and RIETS administrators
were, unfortunately, often tenuous and some-
imes nom-existant. Any attempts at discus-
sion had to be initiated by the students. This
year, however, the administration is taking
the ‘iitiative. “The new RIETS director,

- -Rabbi-Zevalun Charlop, has discussed shiur

placement, and general RIETS policy openly
and frankly with students. He is realistic
RIETSYP programs and dcknowls

about the

ELLAARS AR St
has never exy

S5eitg appretie :
ing these two years most of the students are
simultaneonsly taking a full load of between
twelve and sixteen credits in the college.
Why, then, gre they deterinined to discourage '
the other bgys fulfilling the two year under-
graduate RIETS requirement from taking
three or six credits rowards a degree in Jew-
-ish-Bducatiph?. . - ... e
Any fears that the school might have that
students may drop out of the rabbinical pro-
gram and thus have received their Ferkauf,
credits free can be allayed by the signing of
_a_single foym, wherein the students pledge

Dim
" Reflections

~by Jeffrey Feinstein-

Abost a vear antt a half ago, financial difficulties prompted
the legal separation of RIETS from the university charter. At
tha time, reactions and counter reactions were loud and invective,
yet today, the religious and cducational goals as well as the struc-
ture of R ave drifting even further from the educationat
advancements of our eptire university community. .

At its inception, REETS traditionally mirrored the great Eu-
ropean yeshivot which have been so vitalfr-mainfaining and

transmitting our sacred mesoreh. However, the the European

“yigshiooF weresituated n-a weltanschaung where Jewish identity

and” commitmenl to Torak and mitzvot received little ideological
challenge from the non-Jewish world and certainly enjoyed an -
overwhelming adherence by the yeshiva student. Quite content,
the b'nei ha-veshivot would deve night and day into invenim
many of which had no immediate practical application to one’s

" o pay fall witiow it the-event they withdraw

from the semiche program.

If such contingencies are accounted for,
there remains little justiﬁcatibn for the dis-
criminatory treatment accorded pre-semichi
students.

Although the school year has just begun,
the situation of the seforim-in the Beit Ha-
Midrash hys already deteriorated drastically.

~—"éducational “convictions: Rabbi-Charlop’s ern---in-

edges its shortcomings, but at the same time
he is clearly determined to reshape RIETS
according to the students’ needs and his own

ergy and sincerity augur well for the future,
and we look forward to a year- of joint co-
operation and’ progress. o

Holy, Handle With Care _

N ; g : A
daily thodé of behavior. Yét 1o the~European student” Sugyah-
in Kodskit was as essential as a’ sugyak in .P’sachim, for they

maintained that miesorah was being preserved purely tlirough
- mitzvat Tatmud Torah: Let it not be denied that this is the pre-

. ferred attitude and method. for upholding mesorak.

In an abbreviated fashion; RIETS,.today, still resembles that
same structure and advocates a similar~philosophy—-ef-leasaing.
Ironically, however, the Rosk Yeshive takes piide in the accom-
plishment of preserving that same European format in RIETS
learning while the university extends its tentacles into numerous
halachically controversial areas. The yeshiva no longer remains ~
the nucleus from which the movements of the, outermost limbs of
t.he university emanate. The Rosk Veshiva may boast that the

The delinquent attitude on the part of many

talmidim to the simple matter of returning

seforim is appalljng by itself. Tt has resulted
the disagray

sibility of many volumes,

HAMEVASER strongly recommends that
SOY ‘appoint s mouitor_from. each shiur to
see to it that seforim are returned by’ their

,absence, and general inacces-

Torah after RIETS hours? The educational achievements of YC,
JSS, and EMC have far surpassed those of RIETS. Perhaps it
is because RIETS has no direct and purposeful curricutum?

Torah learning finds 1tself i & position-where-the BA_and BS

degrees compete for the_ best talents of the YU student and
_where Jewish identity and shmirat ha-mitzvot Bave been. chal-
lenged by the irreligious world and stealthily” circumvented -by

ght eit _Ha-midrash continuously busn, yet does he
realize that only a handful of Zalmidim frequent that makom ——

L - wmwwmmwasem Consequently,” the student’s very koack: is
In Memoriam back a sefér requires the samé efort as return- ~ being drained by secular demands, amd s Tetigh ¢

. ) ing a cafeteria tray.- Anyone who appreciates
Fara Lightman z'l dearly valued Torah the value of a sefer cannot show it less respect. -
_achievéement. His countless hours in the Bei " " .
" .Ha-Midrash attested to his avid desire for
acquiring' personal Poreh knowledge. Never-
s—his-ortitnde jn iguiting the flame of
Torah learning affected numerous unknowl-
edgable— youth. - throughout- .the _country.
Through his contact, many -boys are today
enrolled in JSS. .

In recognition of Ezra’s sacred efforts,

HAMEVASER - has—iustituted the  FZRA

o LIGHTEMAN TORAH, ACHIEVEMENT

AWARD. An award committee has conveived

and decided to bestow this honor upon the

three J$S Freghmen who veflect high charac-

ter and achieve the highest cumulative aver

age in their” respective Freshman " classes.

Awards Will'Bé€ “presented - ingthe fomm of

Seforim as an incentive for continued Torah
achievement. .

The committee 1§ prese

observance suffér irreparable damagé by the religiously teatious
conduct of the entire university. Do ‘we, therefore, expect the
”RIETS talmid to possess the same purity of purbose« in learning
as the European yeshiva bockur? : - . o
_ Is it any wonder-why:beys straggle into- the. Beit Ha: ash
Tate afid lick attentiveness during shinr?-Is-it-any-wonder when
asked of the RIETS program. miany reply,. “archaic” and “in-
effective’” Unfortunately, “the legat ~“minipulation.. Ras relegated -
_RIKTS to a backdoor theology school, and we may venture. to
say that the préséni structure may very Soom tender=the-sehoel.
totally ineffective.
In truth, RIETS is victimized by its present situation. Without
the presence of YC or Belfer looming high above the Beit Ha-
midrash, RIETS would most ‘probably: function quite successfully,
for & greater degree_of one’s efforts would be directed toward—
Talmiud Torah. Since thi preferred state is an tnrealistic dream,
it is nécessary to ctiticize RIETS in order to strengthen its goals
and therchy insure an opportunity for increased practical knowl-
edge for each yraduate. Therefore, et la'asot la-Shems heifeirn
Toratechak. . .

.

The above c@luﬁh is the 'ﬁﬁi"'iif‘ﬁ"‘fwu ‘Part-Series-disti
RIETS reform. Specific dati y 4 i
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Trip Results Show Desire Of U.S. Jewish
Communities For Achon For Soviet Jews

The battle for vaxet ]ews is
now the “hottest msue ‘in many
Jewish commumties around the
United States, concluded Student -
Struggle for Soviet Jewry pa-
tiopal coordinator Glenn Rich-
ter, just back'from a 5000-mile,
cross-country Soviet Jewry tour.

“We have long felt,” said
Mr Richter, that Jewish organ-

's,- with head
New York, tend to eximpola!e
their own local experiénces
and-problams on the Russian
Jewry-issue to_other

ters in

with an inadequate ‘feedback’.
We just had-to go and see for
ourselves.” The 32-day jour-
ney by car was taken at his
own expense after the Ameri-
can Jewish Conference on So-
viet Jewry turned down a re-
quest for a grant fo finance
—thetip——

* communities many miles away, .

been only signatures on letters.”
‘Mr. Richter, a native New
Yorker, travelled with his wife,
"Lenore,
Mr. Richter said he was
the

“pleasantly surprised” by

Glenn Richter

level of activity and creativity
on the local level. To illustrate,
hﬂM 40-foot “Save "Soviet

Tite
- for us,” Mr. Richter continued,
“#to speak face-to-face with all
the people who had previously

i

A Legacy of

" (Continued from Page 1)
earth weas to be so short; Ezra
thore than made up for brevity
with depth.

And now he is gone and Wi
are all left the poorer. The Ye-
3 shiva has lost one of its noblest
» “Souls The BneiHa¥eshive have.

Jost_one-of their finest leaders.

Orthodox youth. work has lost

the most talented ba’al kashpa’ak
atit- —

" Yet we may be consoled. We
‘gre. consoled by the very exam-
ple of How he ¢hose to GWe—

eBthe Gute

Jewry “te]egram bank” and a
20-minute videotape on the is-
sue in Minneapolis, a two-week
“mini-course” ‘on Soviet Jewry
tanght by a student in a public
high school in Omaha, a Babi
Yar Park and a Soviet Jewry ex-
hibit in the main public library

in Denver, a delegation to the .

.governor in Salt Lake City, and
ﬁprous projects in Los An-
geles and San Francisco.

Summing up his trip, Mr.
chter co uded That Juwkh

. _cralc action” for Suwet Jews.

Two of the most important of
these in the coming year, he
said, will be pressure for the
bills now in-Congress for So-
viet Jews (for 30,000 emer-
gency UsS. visas and- Voice of
Ametica radio broadcasts) and

—mailing of Jewish material, as

foida of
synagogues in  Pittsburgh, a
greeting card to Russian Jews
program in Chicago, a Soviet

greefing cards, dire ity Yo
tivist Russian Jews,

Over 50 of the projéect ideas

- gathered have been compiled by

Ezra nghtmc[n z'l

“without a blemish;;

_ (Coitinued from Page 1)

fion of his greafness in the
eyes of others in order to be
great. A man so sure of all

- he_was that he had no.need

of recognition of othé¥s to
s'rengﬂ-len his conviction,”

bi Yosef Hurvitz of the
Mu;saf :
used to emphasize the ideal of
the odom hashalaim, the man of
perfection, “Who struggted-—with

. and defeated thc evil inclination,

thereby becoming a saint. Rabbi
Soloveitchik said in - his eulogy

the Student Struggle for Soviet
Jewry in a brochure, “Action for
Soviet Jewry,” available free in
single topies by writing-S88]-at
200 West 72nd Street; New
York, N. Y. 10023.

YU Seminars Draw
Students Into JSS

" by IRV COHEN

(Ethical) ~Movement ~-J5S-has.a. farm system. It is

called YU Torah Leadership
Seminars, and it’s through this
_tradition of semi-annual youth
conventions that many of Rabbi
Besdin’s best ‘lalmidim have
found ‘their way to this school..

was_first _initidted in

“

Hurvitz Identifies’ Original Folio

Of Maimonidean Corpmentator

An’unpublished manuscript in
Moscow’s Central Lenin Library
is the basis for the first study
of a thirteenth century IFrench
Maimonidean commentator, ed1~

A folio from the early manuscript of Rav Manoah '

‘ted by. Dr. Elazar Hurvitz, Ye-

- shiva University associate pro-

fessor of Bible,
The study, Sefer Ha—Mermha

of Rav ‘Manoah of Narbonne,.

was published by Mosad Rav

- Kook of. Jerusalem,. Israel. Im-

mediately after publication the
volumes were recalled to. include
_a discovery"and identification by
Dr. Hurvitz of an original folie

from the work of Manoah, the -

ﬁrst commentdtor on Mai-

and discovered centuries tater
in Cairo. The findings ore
known as the Cuiro Genizah .
collections. In addition 1o be-
ing the first commeantator on

- yurR’

Mdimonides’ Mishneh Torah,

the . compendivm of JSewish

{aw, Rav Manoah was also in-

strumental in reconciling two

conflicting schools of Jewish
. law: the Spanish which fol- .
Ieﬂlmc Ben Jacob Alfusr,
and Proyen:e, ‘whic
Maimonides as their umhaniy
. According to D
Rav Mandah’s inf
be seen in the use Joseph Curo

of Ezra, € was without a
blemish. I have never-had.a stu-
dent like him.” That, coming
from a ‘tan who has -taught

- _and die. We afé consoled by th 1mmds of ‘Schblai?s and whose

works he wrought, by the souls
he transformeéd by the tens of
‘thousarids -of “miles. he"traveled
to bring Torak to teenagers. )

‘Bt who shallcons
’Whu" ‘can we say o ‘the boy
In 'Oakland whom Efra taught
Yo pot on T'h"m? What can
we.answer to the tears that
‘were- shed._in -the .dozéns of
" “gommunities- -where—he was_
foved by- youiigsiers to_ which

Hehad- brought his. message?

. . ...And how can we console the

Jewish ;y'wgor who has not

‘heard Torah  because the

_ convention at which he was
destined to meet Ezra was not
- going _to_be held until nex?
year?

We are .all bereaved, but
this fast one Is by far the
greatest suffer . To the others
he left Torah as a consolation.

sRE

it is the meshomot- -he-didn’t .

have time to teach that have

occaswn, usua]ly comes in a
single, . iticisive_-comment, Vet
Rabbx Solove:tchlk spoke for

neral.

Oo one hand, Ezra’s pussing

asks why the world. and the
Jewish community had to lose
such o young .and. mspi!ing
‘person. Perliaps—the—ques

stems- from- the - fact - ihen he

lived so- fully. ‘and purely that
his death seems to have left
& gap more in our- lives than
in his own. Yet, on the other
hand, perhaps his passing was
a cleansing, an influence on
us to struggle “for shlaimut,
for. perfection, which he ob-
tained. On the level of shiai-
mut there is not even the fear
of death, for there is too much
living to do. Perhaps Ezra’s
death was far from being a
lo», for “‘the death of m

1955, in YU’s (then-) tuxurious
new Rubin Residence Hall. The
organizéts, later titled “YU
Youth Burean,” hoped to prove

3

—that—
living” could be relevant and ex-

citing to relatively irreligious
young -people: The experiment

proved more successful than any-
one

Seminar system ‘has smce been
thiree centers, West-

.was so disheartening. . One expanded to |

Mid-West, Canada, and .East,
providing . six week-long events
each year.

“The most recent Wes(em Sem-— in—the—aarly. manuscript, ft

inat was conducted at the Trail's
End Rarnch near Olympia, Wash~
ington. Unlike that at many-past
Seminars, this - year’s advisory
‘staff of thirteen consisted in large”
part: of Yeshiva and Stern Col
lege studénts, many of them prod-
ucts. of the .Seminar system.

Among | them were: Dorothy
Brown, Abe Cooper, Leo Frisch-
man, Eli Genauer, Gail Lefko-
witz, Mayer Rydzinski, David
Twersky, and Eliot Feldman.
Recently returning from Israel,

brin .
9

(G d on Page-S)

The folio which deals with
the laws of prayer was found
in the Eli Michael Microfilm
Center for Genizah Shulles of

made of f“ commentary in his
tive éode of Jewish Taw.
Dr. Hurvitz’ study of Sefer.-
Ha-Menuhe deals with Rav
Manoah's on prayer;

~“Yeshiva's—Mendel
Library. The microfilm is o ro-
production of the copy found -
in The Westminster Callege Li-
brary, in England. “This folio,”

ﬁl‘rv'"! 5‘“’ is—from “‘é
eerly manuscript of Rav Ma-
"noah, white the Ginzburg Man-
uscript in- Moscow is o final
product. One can note the
marginal notes &nd corrections
is
likely- that Rav Manooh - sent
his work on Maimonidés to

Egypt to -be checked by Mai-.

monides’ son, Abreham Ben
Moses. The manuscript was
—then hidden for purposes of
preservation in a synagogue

reading of the shema and bene-— *"
dictions.

Manoah had also written a
commentary pertaining to Taws

the Festivals and High Holy
Days. These writings were
housed in- the—Ci B
Frankfurt am Main which was
destroyed during World War 1.
Recently the manuscript was mi-

ly intact after havmg“been “por-

ied by Jewish librarians some 30

yedrs ago."A copy of the manu-

script was brought to New_York,

and Dr. Hurvitz is planning a

second volumie on Sefer Ho-.
Menuha,

HAMEVASER is seeking a Busmess Manager. All those m(ex-
«ested—please apply in writing to Israel Benedek, Morg 202, Pasl-

tions on other staffs aré also available.

the greafest cause fo mourn:
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Extirpation: Rise And Fall OF A I.i‘hrary(?),

N

For the past year and a half,
we have been witnessing the

gradual but definite declination

of an essential institution in the
educational process of many Ye-
shiva University students and
faculty members, as well as in-
dependent scholars, The Mendel
Gattesman Library of Hebraica-
Judaica, from here on referred to
as “Gottesman,” after several
decades of--service to. thousands

—of-—users, . has become a non-
entity.

While Gottesman is housed
in a structure sometimes called
the Mendel Gottesman Llibrary
(other times, the Central Uni-
versity Llibrary), the entrance
to the building is now through
the Poliack Library on the sec-
ond floor. Pollack circulates
-Gottesman's books and proces-

ses its new acquisitions. While -

pasting pockets in Gotftesman
books, they sometimes covered
the Gottesman bookpiates on
the inside front cover. The Pol-
fack staff no longer seems to
see any need for o head li-
brarian of Gottesman, nor
staff members to service it.
indeed, since Prof. Jacob |
Dienstag left his post as Head
Librorian on September 1,
1970, there has been no re-
placement. Prof. Shlomo Shu-
nami’s two brief periods as
Acting Librarian of Gottesman
have come and gone. It was
a poor attempt at appeasing
the leaderless staff and the
few faculty members and stu-
dents who krew what was
transpiring within the fortress
walls of what is now, in effeci,
the Pollagk Library. Gradually,
o staff of over ten has dwin-,
dled to one person-who has
been with Gottesman for ten

{ ] * @ . - completely nullified. Can we, ac-\
N t *fﬂa*}y*ﬂ-ﬁ%&e—saeﬁﬁee%
. A )

S

years. The two other remain-
ing members may just as well
be listed on the Pollack staff
roster. The entire building’s
activities seem to circulate
around the interests of the
Pollack Library. Indded, the
entire building is the Pollack

Library. -
‘To begin with, one cannot ex-
pect any improvements for

Gottesman with only one staff.
member, as capablez.s He of she

may be. We are not dealing with
a 500-volume library. Estimates
range up to 200,000 volumes. A
capable head librarian must be
appointed. Equally necessary for
any library of Hebraica and Ju-
daica is a skilled multilingual
staff. - These essential elements
are now missing.

In addition, various acts. of
kinvan have been attempted with
the possible purpose in someone’s
mind to make Gottesman a divi-
sion of the Pollack Library. Why
else strive to” discard the well-
adapted Dewey Decimal System
for  Judaica-Hebraica - libraries
developed by the- Jewish Na-

“Where have all the Rabbis
‘gone?”’ is a refrain that expresses
the feelings of towns, villages
and religious kibbutzim in Israel
as they seek a spiritual-shepherd
——and-look-enviausly at the thou-

sands of talmudists who fill the

yeshivot but never prepare them-

selves for such.a vocation. But

not a few of them are doing an

all-important job in the religious
" high schools of Israel.

Special courses ore avail-
able for yeshiva graduates to
study intensively pedagogy
and the secular subjects neces-
sary to fit them for teaching
and which, together with pro-
ficiency in Torah und Talmud,
qualify them as certificated
secondary-school teachers.
More and more are doing this,
Eight years ago, some of them
founded o journal to present
their professional needs and
pool their experience “und
knowledge. it was called

helped by the Mmlsiry of Edu-
cation and Culture. Its pages
provide a fascinating encoun-
ter bhetween two worlds—that

of the ~ofd ~world—talmudist—

the everyday problems

—tem. The_metal shelving w]

tional and University Library of
Hebrew Univers
it séems, warranis the Library of
Congress (LC) Decimal System;
but not Pollack? It is just the
Judaica Division of the Library
of Congress that is riddled with
crrors i its  classification  of
bouoks for various reasons! More-
over, how does YU, all of a sud-
den, possess the vast amount of
funds.to-serumber and rearrange
the entire ihelf—list and to re-

YUPR

place at high cost every card |
the card catalogue or renumber
every existing entry with the ap-
propriate LC classification’ num-
ber? Bear in mind, also, that
every volume in  Gottesman
~would somehow have to_be re-
numbered at least on'its spine
and the entire library reshelved
properly by the LC system, a
system more difficult to learn for
Judaica-Hebraica than the exist-
ing adapted Dewey Decimal Sys-

was arranged for the present or-
der of the valumes would have to
be revised. In essence, the.entire
work done by a stafi of over ten
in the summer of 1969 would be

(Continued from Page 1)

are altegether separate. The
Insulated Jew is_one who has

fully T

‘that he finds in the ck

and his blend of ancient tradi- -

P

his ||fe " He reudlly distin-
ish his modern-

-tion and modern
The editor, Rabbi Remetz “has
now been appomf.ed chief inspee-
tor for Torak Sheb’al Pek (Oral
“Tradition) in Istaeli schools, a
subject mainly concerned with
the teaching of talmudic litera-
ture. On the one hand journal
insistently champions the cause
of method and order, imipressing
on the rabbinical-student-turned-
. teacher that mastéry of talmudic
dialectic is hot sufficient by itself
to ensure a successful lesson,
Subjects tabu in the veskiva must
now be diligently studied if he
is to become a good ‘teacher. On
the other - hand, the journal in-
troduces stricter_norms of reli-

Shema‘atin and is i ially

(Continued on Puge Sr)

|sm: thoughts dnd practices in
-science and business, and his
traditional, East-E out-

_ent

and-materials, for a system that
is al best on a pat with our pres-
thank [ul
certain

vstem? We are
that, for the time being,
faculty members are ves
the forces attempting to m\mute
a new system.

In addition, a series of changes

has been decreed for Gottesman™~

in the wake of the establis
of the juint circulation desk pre-
viously mentioned. For one, since
Pollack’s Reference sectl(m is
the

inauspiciously convérted to such
a status, One should.understand
that much of Gottesman’s Refer-. ,
ence section does not fit Pol-
lack’s definition of a reference
book. Overnight circulation of
many Gottesman -reference vol-
umes was found to be almost
imperative and with ‘no detri- -
nt_to the library.

by ISRAEL DAVID BENEDEK:

A circula'ion.period of four
weeks with non-renewal if
someone else requests the
béck was found to be more
equitable to most users. This
service, too, is no longer avail-
able.

Shall ‘'we discuss the state of
the Gottesman -catalogue, still
not revised? The expérienced
iilers who almost knew the cata-
logue by heart have been” dis-
missed from the stafi. Why then
ices of Pro:
nami -required? Were they not
for preparing the way for cata-’
logue revision? Where is the staff
member who spent non-paid eve-
nings working out the details for
a vast cross-reference system and
for a really usable catalogue?

After all ‘the aforementioned,
one can rightfully assume that
Gottesman Work-Study is_alse

We can spare lengthy dis-
sertation in poinfing out the.
effect of a decrease. by 25 of
the number of hours the libra-
ry building is open for use.
And with hardly @ Gottesman
staff (no staff after 5 P.M.—
during the heaviest hours and
majority of the time open to
users), the Gotfesmdn Reserve
section was added fo the Pol-
lack Reserve .section. Since
when can the Pollack steff be-

hind. the circulation desk od-
vise evening library reseurch-
ers in the field of Judaica-
Hebrulfp? Shouldn’t someone?
No one seems to realize that

" 'moving the Gottesman Reserve

section to Pollack {from floor
5 to floor 2} will vastly in-

~crease-the-shelving -workload.

Yet this point is obvious.
Another of Gottesman’s now

“defunct systems was “4-week

circulation” for many -books.

Gottesman_ again _differs from
Pollack- in that o much larger

in «the -domain of _the Pollack

staff. This has created a’ state of

insufficient control of the where-

abouts of many Work-Stédy stu-

dents, with obvious results. But

what is most horrescent -is_ the

Pollack Librarian’s  rejection,

with no viable explanation, of

an experienced, dedicated Gottes-

“man  Work-Study student and
thereby, in effect, making it im-

possible for him to use the Work-

Study system as a source of nec-’
essary income.

Yes, the foregoing does
point to systematized extirpa-
tion. But we of Yeshiva can
and must aspire to the loftiest
of resolutions, no matter how
high the hurdles may seem.
The Gottesman affair.is a very .
high "hurdle. We must jump it
soon if we are to prevent o
bickward “slide™ to “mediocrity,
if not much- worse, No, the
foregoing is not | b
It is a last cry for help. If re-

ot s TIF=
culuhon was “for term paper

and graduate degree research.

Yeshiva and | believe that it
is largely owing to the diadem
of Jewish learning and prac-
fice ‘that - we can-speak of the
efflorescence of classical Juda-
ism in the new world.” Yeshi-
va, he contends, has always
made ‘the separation between

look ‘on religion and religious
experientialism. His officé is in
a skyscraper, and he prays in-
a Shiieble. Although the In-
sulated Jew is still in the mi-
“nority among Orthodex Jews,
the trends seem to be golng in
that direction. . .
“Ironicaily,” he writes, the
chief progenitor of this new
insulated “Sow is Yeshiva in
spite of the fact that almost
since its inception it has beat-
en the drums for _synthesis.
Orthodox Judaism in this hem-
“lsphere is' unthinkabla without

flimudei kodesh -and dimudei
chol, and that has been its
greatness.

As soon as he stepped into his
ofﬂce when the term began, Rab-
bi Charlop was inunidated with
students . réquesting changes of
their skiurim. After he deals with
all the requests, Rabbi Charlop
plans to speak personally with.
every student in RIETS, to dis-
cuss ‘their problems, hear. their
ideas, or just say hello. His of-
fice will always be open. He

"hopcs to_innovate bekivut shiu-

rim, to be held-four nights a
“week,” witliTattendance optioral:

Of Plan For Ri

tief 13 we
have over whui “to rejoice.
i not, . ...

-

In that way, over a seven. yea;‘
period, one could cover a signifi
cant -segment . of skas, This, The ~
Rabbi feels-would encourage. an
even greater number  of fine
bockurim than fortunately alread-
y come here to make Yeshiva’
their beit torak since they would -
have an_ excellent opportunity to

learn in quantity as_ well ds

quality. Rabbi. Charlop is of
course, cognizaat of thel need for
an additional maskgiack who Awill
__enhance the collective and indi-
vidual ruack of the Yeshivaand -
its talmidim and is working pur-
posefully towards that direction
now. He is also negotiating. the
opening of the Gottesman Libra-
ry during the morning hours
Rabbi Charlop intends to work
closely with the SOY.and discuss
all programs’ thh them, He
will “also be amenable to sng-
gestions from:any student; -

o —

%g —
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(Continued from Page 4)

gious observance, stemming from .
a -penetrating study of the tal-
mudic codes and” the impact of
the yeshiva milieu. From them
alone can authorftative guidance
be seught. One contributor re-
cently assembled-material on the
legitimacy of the -Jsracli accent
as - opposed to the Ashkenazi.
The Ashkenazi still is the one ac-

“,‘"‘Eépted for prayer in the yeshivot.

He carefully confines himself to
religioysly impeccable sources.
Oddly enough; be comes to' the
conclnsion_that “it is clear that

chic reasons for adopting tke
Sephardi accent for prayer as
well, “and not just because of
Ben Yehuda” (the secular foun-
der-of modern Hebrew).

Two subjects are.continually
debated, reflecting: this 'meet-
ing between new and old—
that of tzni'ut (modesty)—the
dress of girls, and the infalli-
bility - of rabbinic authority,
(emunat hakhamin). A young
woman teacher discusses the
statutory sleeve-tength with
her local rabbi and fellow-
teacher and this develops into

ided

the -Sephardi accent is preferable
and there are grounds even for
assuming that European Torah
scholars changed over to it in the
interests of-accuracy”. The writ-
er feels that there aré good hala-
e :

o y run-
iing through several -issves:
theré are the maximalists for
whom' the rules of dress laid
down .in previous times are
: ble, the nimalist
who find support in the Ha-

lacha for adjustments, and
" others who thin that public
discussion abou’ suth things
is harmful. -

An orthodox university profes-
sor crosses swords with a village
rabbi and teacher as-to the ad-
missibility of the word “develop-
ment” in connection with Hale-
cha. They had been trained in
different disciplines and their di-
ametrically opposing views could
not_be harmonised. What i5'stim-
ulating, however, is that all this
ferment can be found within the
pages of an educational joyrnal

dited--by il now

shiva
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JSS Kollel Gives Students
Strong Foundation In Talmud

engaged in the challenge of trans-
mitting their message to Israeli

high school girls and boys raised
in -another environment. The en-
counter is a fruitful one for both.

JSS Foresees Expanded Program

(Continued from Page 1)~ results to negotiate 0T Somme——trey-mery—+

hat-the i,

~
by EDWARD FREEMA

Sixteen JSS sophomores and
juniors can form 3.2 basketball
teams, a softball game without
catchers or the foundations of a
respectable lynch mob. Under
the right circumstances, however,

this same group ‘can also involve:

itself in_intensive learning in a

*¥ dlass dwm ng the school year,
the Kodel provides the stepping
stone from JSS to RIETS. Each
year, more than a dozen JSS'ers
make this move, many of whom
began their formal learning just
three years ago. Several Kollel
graduates have received Semicha,
and they are found in every ad-

academic standing in JSS or
YC. )

" In addition to the above men-
tioned academic reform, JSS
hopes to injtiate an honors pro-
gram whereby a student . can
elect to do research leading to a
thesis. and receive the credit
value of a two credit coursé. The
purpose of such a program would
be to enable a superior student
to broaden his scope by engag-~

ing in research in-a course not

offered by the school.
Rounding out his academic re-

"needed . structural changes in
JSS..In addjtion it is hoped that
many teachers will use the poll
as constructive criticism in im-
proving their courses.

In the area of student ser-
vices, Mr. Frohlinger has set
up an expanded' program.
Cognizant of “the purpose of
JSS, ‘which is to afford students
who want 16 embrace Yiddish-
keit the opportunity to do so,
Mr. Frohlinger intends to initi-
-ate o Big Brother Program.

The progrdm, in conjunétion

versity has to offer- them in
the academic field and, most
important, in Yiddishkeit.

High priority will be placed
-on- the Shabbaton program as
Mr. Frohlinger hopes to increase
their number. The purpose of a
Shabbaton is twofold. It gives

—the-comforts of a home to those
who would normally stay in the
dormitory - for Skabbat and en-
ables JSS students to spread
Yiddishkeit in—those neighbor-
hoods -where orthodoxy is little
recognized; -

form, the council hopes to pub- with  high school seni’ors, The council also hopes to
lish the results of last year’s  would be under the auspices - continue last year's lecture

Teacher and Course Evaluation.
One of the main purposes of the
pol was to use the tabulated

e
- i

Westem

of the. JSSSC and its purpose
would be to arrange visits to
YU for high school students so

Jeminar

N

(Continued from Page 3)
Abe "Stern served as . Seminar
co-ordinator. :

Eliot, ‘who functioned -os
head advisor, reporied this
year's-Seminar group of eighty
wolld have been much larger
if- the Mancouver youth group
had not sent an annvally farge -
number” of teens on the YU
tour fo Israel. In addition to

- the usual gamut of sessions,

. workshops ~and ruach,

the

teens staged o rally for Sovief

Jowry in the Rofunida of the
P}

£-Wesh

With 60

series on a mofithly busis.
Many prominent Rabbis from
the Metropolitan area are to

~ he invited to speak on diverse

topics. .

The final point of his pro-
gram calls_for the JS55C to
print a monthly newsletter. lts
purpose would be to inform

Evans-o
ington who later addressed
the entire Seminar contingent.

““Elot related that the central
purpose of Seminar is to make
each participant a bit more
Jewishly aware than when he en-
tered his Seminar encounter. As

- 3 happy-by-product, many Sem-

inarians have decided to con-
tinue their Jewish education in

YU’s JSS program, often pio- -

gressing to YP and the Semicha
program. In fact, this year’s

Western -Seminarians have al-_

e “major

ready applied

“cupital ~building ympi
A -group of Seminarians met

s

leagues” for this

ming year-—

- the students of changes in reg-
lati that %r during the
school ‘year and serve os o
sounding board for reform

within the school.
Mr. Frohlinger believes that

B hjé program will surely ‘improve

_of JSS and_greatly Bick assisted Rabbi Siff.
TIn conjunction with the Jumior ~

aid -all its students.

(Continued. from Page 6)

that he was spared only for the

sake of the poor people who de-

pended -on - him. Ignoring the

pleas of his friends, be pursued
ions” with

his coll Jorhled

total environment of Z'orak. Dur~
ing this past summer, sixteen
students did so and formed the
JSS Kollel.

The Kollel is held each sum-
mer ot the teen campus of
Camp Morasha in Lake Como,
Pennsylvania. During the eight
week camp season, the Kollel
spent seven or more hours a
day learning Gemorah  Kid-

anced sy, presentty -free—§55
advancees are on the HAME-
VASER Governing Board, con-
stituting the entire JSS repre-
sentation on the board.

The Morasha facilities are
ideally suited for the Kollel
program. As one Kollel gradu-
ate said, “It's good to be able,
it only for eight “weeks, to
leave Yeshiva and the double

dushin. Shiurim were given by
Rabbi Sherman Siff of the JSS
Faculty. This summer, Semicha
students Heshie Billet and Ezra

Eastern: Europe, and Rav Na-
chum “tried to strengthen Torak
education. He persuaded many
of the poor families to let him
place their sons in yeshivol,
where he personally looked after

‘vigor. Once, he encountered a
particularly stubborn. man, who
was so enraged at Ray Nachum
that he-hit him on the head,
easily toppling his weightless
Body. Rav Nachum brushed him-
self-off and said, “That was for
myself. Now what about some-
thing for the poor?” X

Rav Nachum was a frequent
preacher. in the Synagogues of

Grodno, and his firm but gentle

rebukes often bore ~fruit.~ Has-
*kalah—was— making—
»

them.
One. story demonstrates Rav

Nachum’s wide ageeptance. A .

young Jewish lawyer once
slammed his door on Rav Na-
chum’s outstretched hand, say-
ing, “I have no”time for you
now.” News of the incident
spread quickly. It happened that
the- lawyer was later in serious
trouble and needed the assist-

ance of an assimilafed Jew who’
was a‘gdvernmm,ofﬂgig}:‘ﬁg,t .

the official refused to see him.

program and discover what
learning can be.” To many,
Kollel " represents the perfect
learning. atmosphere. it can
also- represent the bridging of

—Rav Nachum Of Grodno

Finally seizing him on the street
and pleading for 'his aid, the
stunned lawyer was told by the
official, “I-have'no time for any-
one who has no time for Rav
Nachum.”

Rav Nachum died on the
eighth of Cheshvan, (1880).
The Chafétz Chaim, in whose
home hung a portrait of Rav
Nachum, remarked that he
had achieved the highest level
of chesed possible by man. 1t
was later learned that the
young Chafetz Chaim had
asked Rav Nachum to pray
for him that *“the Creator
strengthen my heart, that 1

‘may serve him truthifully and

whole-hearfedly.

v




- ters collecting wood. His sisters  not make herself known, for
_ 'e———-Cop{ribuﬁng Editor - .
T T
—lrarors
To quote from a recent letter member of the J.D.L, nor do
to The Jewish Post and Opinion | support most of their posi-
{August 27, 1971) Arnold Fors- = ftions, ¥ cannot help byt feel
_ ter, General Counsel of the Anti- revulsion to this act of Mesi-
" Defamation League of B'nai - rah.
- “Btith, réports: Firstly, I do “not know who
“In October 1970, a repre- appointed “the ADL. as the
sentative. of the Federal Bureau guardian angel of Jewish integ-
of Inyestigation “asked the Anti- nti- | rity and reputation for the com-
Defamation League regional di- munity at large. My personal
rector in Philadelphia, Pa. wheth-  experience has been that in gen-
er he knew the identity of local _ eral, on such issues as Soviet
Jewish Defensé League leader- Jewry (for which they have done
ship. I‘he ADL. director re- minimal work, donating only
- rrames-of-three—~$2
Phi!ddelphians who had engaged iod) . and Government aid to
in public J.D.L. actwmes and . -
had been so 1denuﬁed in amcles
——— ——abeut-the - the
general and Anqlo Jewish press.
~  Subsequently, the F.B.I. repre-
sehtative incorporated the three
names in an internal agency
memorandum. which fater was
found among papers stolen from
the Bureau ofﬁces m Medna,
Pemsylvania* - e
M. Forster then proceeds to
justify his orgunizﬂﬁon's ac-
tions by pronouncing the J.D.L.
o threat to the Jewish' Com-
munity‘’s “integrity ond repu- FParochial Schools (which they
tation,” for, which they, the _opposed) a large portion. of the
ADL, were established " ]ewnsh community have rejected
. protects~ They" entiance ~their  B’nai ~Britlr “and ™ s awxiliary
position by mentioning that agencies, -
*almiost the .entire. organized- Furthermore, as the P-O edi-
Jewish coniiiunity ‘hod pub- __torial reply - to Mr. - Forster
licly condemned ~the Jewish pomts out, simply because the
~ Defense - l.edgg&«holdmg itup nauonal Jewish “estabhshed” or-

Senior Editor__

From The Shadows Of The Past
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After the Holocaust, Jews ‘were
reduced to learning about many
of their past luminariée, from
books.. Personalitics which re-
verberated “in the “very ajir of
Jewish Europe for generations
after their deaths were robbed of
their vital influence. Those who
left behind published works may
have been remembered because
of them. But-even the life-stories
of these Gedolim, which had mo-
tivated myriads of faithful Jews
to Lmuldlmn expenenced the

are relics of. a distant world,
facts that are chanced upon and
read about, rather than lives that
are intimately known and felt.
Tn the year 1812, in the town
of Beisgola, a son was born to a
poor liquor-worker and his wife.
The boy was named Menachem
um. Little ‘Nachum’s _ui
mental endowments

.~ soon realized, buf his pdrents

could not afford a melamed. The

~whith came—wclaw ¥6 Nesvizh, where he
~ with the great-tragedy. Now they ™

noticed his strange habits. He
would often . stop work to. sit
down and say Tekilim. Once they
caught. him emptying his pockets
for an old beggar woman.
Nuchum’s kindness of heart
was matched by his eagerness
of mind. He wandered off
from his.home ih search of a
place to learn Torah. He ar-
rived at the yeshiva of Mir,
where he studied for a few
years. He married there -and
went with his wealthy father-

“continved to study di gemly
News of Rav Nachum’s suc-
cess soon reached Beisgola.
What followed was a story of
mutual love between mother
and son which was retold over
the years by countless women
to their children. Rav Nachum'’s
wigdowed mother wished to

fear” of embarrassing her in-
laws with her poverty. She
conténted herself with looking
at her son’s fine house, and
listening to ‘the people speak
of his learning and piety. On
the return Wip, she again

_crossed paths with her son.

Though she never saw him
again, she died contented.
Rav Nachum’s father-in-law
was in financial straits and had
to move his dependents to Grod-
no. In Lithuania, where Jewish

‘poverty was fegendaryl Grodno
was considered a poor commu-
nity. The city teemed with im-
poverished sktetl-Jews who had
been evacuated by the- decrees
of Nicholas I. e these surround
ings, " there was much Rav
Nachum could do.

Soon after he arrived, a wom-
an entered the Beit Ho-Midras
v _begging financial help/™

could no longer support him.
Though he gave many shiurim
for people in all walks of life,
he refused payment for any of
them. He also refused a rabbin-
ical post. In exasperation, the
townspeople offered to make him
a shamash. e was a shamash
for the rest of his life.

Rav Nachum’s wife, who
was not used to the fow in-
come of a shamash, insisted

by ELYAKIM KRUMBEIN’

rarely slept more than three
hours a night, and never ac-
cepted a personal .gift. At all
houfs, one could see this hum-
ble wisp of a man, knosking
on doors in behalf of all the
needy families which he sup-
‘ported, hurrying to the vari-
ous shiurim which he estab-
lished and taught, reminding
shopkeepers to close on Friday
aﬂemoon, or stomping on

drifts to clear a way for

The Editor-in-Chief _and p
Governing Board_of HAME- |
VASER extend a hearty mazel
bv to Heshie Billet, former
SOY President; upon- his en-

gagément to Renee Katz.

that he accept the rabbinate
of| the city. But Rav Nachum
swered, A rabbi must be
great tzaddik, and (ery oxe

luuu.-L Iy

school_chitdren. § , he
uLoukLmlLup.‘e with exhuus-
" tion in the dead of night, and
_ feeling his life endangered, he
would whisper a prayer. Mi-
raculously, his strength would
return. He would then get up
and continue on his way.
Rav Nachum’s blessings and
. prayers for the sick were famous

for their effectiveness. Once, he
] 1 ‘I

bund of beggurs, she made’
the th th trek to Nes-

boy's father therefore undertook
to teach him. However, all he
know were the DPsalms, and
Nachum learned them quickly.
. With nobody to teach him,
Nachum chum _occupied himself ~with

vizh. Upon arriving, however,
she was broken-hearted to
find that her son was gone.
He, too, had been seized by o
longing to see her, and had

leff only a week before for

‘games and later helped his sis-

Beisgola. The poor woman did

‘SHe-was.directed to the table/of
Rav Nachum, whose reputii/on
had giné before him. Unable to
refuse her, he assured her of: his
assistance. News of Rav Na-
chum’s act spread, and it wasn’t
long before scores of poor peo-
ple were dependent on his alms-
gathering for their support. _

Rav Nachum’s own finances
deteriorated. His father-in-law

acting—i
G
quued, his wnfe sereamed at
him,- “Rasha! You know per-
fectly well that you are the
biggest fzaddik in Grodno!”
Féw people, except Rav
Nachum himself, would dis-
agree with that evafuation.
His concern for the spiritual
and._physical _welfare of _his.
fellow-Jews reached unheard-
of lengths of self-denial. He

fronrétie
Tsars conscrlphon by saving a
general’s dying daughter. But his
prayers_could- not save his own
children. He buned twenty of
them.

When he was fifty-one, he be-
came so ill that the doctors lost
all hope for him. But the prayers

-—of the community-turned the tide

of the disease. Rav Nachum felt
(Continued. on Page 5)

idst

as to “whether the rank and file

of the Jewish community, not’

those who control.it, hold the

same view.” As the P-O editorial

Kahane has appeared he has
been greeted with large and en-
-thusiastic crowds.” We all wit-
nessedr the magnetic drawing ap-
peal of the J.D.L. in the recent
“Salute to Israel Parade” where
the J.D L. contingent numbered
nearly 800 strong—the largest in
the paradHompnsmg mainly

of
pouring—intotire™

street. as the J.D.L. group passed.

"1 cannot help but feel that
the ._leaders fear per-
50! halle enge fo their posi-
“tion and power from the J.D.L,
and, consequently, followed
this course of despemhon. 1
do not believe in “washing
dirty linens in public,” sharing
the. Jewish community’s divi-

-

. u;dM;;s' of ;:ll actually

handing over Jews to non-
Jewish ageiicies and courts.
Judaism.inthe-form of itslaw
and tradition; has clearly. tak-

rah.

“Mr. Forster rebuffs this claim
by stating “The criticism is
premised upon a preceptcreated
in ancient and medieval times
during “ the long dark period
when the Jews were universally
the victims of. anti-Semitism. The

the Jews. Does anyone” suggest
the American Government is the
enemy of the Jew?”

I do not know whether.the
Americar  Government -is the
“enemy-of the few” but I surely
cannot call it the Jew’s friend.
As Morse points out in his bdok
While Six Million Died, the U.S.
government—or any government
=~can only b i

““the Jew when it meets the per-

sonal interests and agrees with
the profit. gains of “America.”
Fortunate}y, at this point, such
is the case with Israel, but for
how long? Arab oil is already

theory behind the precept was To compare the A.D.L.'s
that-the state was the enemy of  tions with those of the “j

i .7Aumld» Forster

‘by DOV FRIMER —

Anti-War Movement, its leaders,
and on the New York Times, we
find that the U.S. Government
and its “law” enforcement agen-

__mentions “Wherever Rahbi Meir —en & stant_against such_Mesi- - —cies-do—mot-hésitate in STUppress-

ing people and information. They

“do not deem to be in the coun-
try’s best interest. The handling
of-thewar i Vet i generat-
and the My Lai incident in par-
ticularly, clearly sheds doubt on
the credibility of the moral fiber
of this nation and its leaders.

denrat* traitors in Europe dur-
ing the Nazi period is. nof, as
suggests  to

“suggest that there is a sim-
ilarity between the American
government and the Hitler
regime” but merely fo redlize
as Hiltherg: theorizes in his
" book The Destruction of Euro-
pean Jewry that the imperson-

d upon, to help *_alization of any: bureaucratic

_government easily allows for
suppression. The Jews more
than anyone “else should be
sensitive to this fact. .

Unless a flagrant. violation of
American law has already taken

beginning. to pollute- the -air of —place -infornmation should ot be

communication _and confidence .
‘between Tsrael and the U.S. The
United States seems- to.find con-
venient ways in which “to deal”
with people or peoples whe do
not see things as the President
does. As early in our history as

- the” Allen=Sedition A6 and—as-

recent  as. the pressure on the

_given' to-the F.B.I--If-there are
such violations, -the parties in-
volved - themselves ~should- take
action. For an. outside group to
be “super-patricts and clainr in-
volvement merely on grounds of

concern for the reputation of the i
TSI Ty i
Mesiroh. -






