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“Insulated Jew”. Phenomenon
Scrutlmzed By Rabbi Charlop
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‘Rabbi Bleich Asks:

. “Who Is A Jew?"

by JUDAH AUSUBEL

"quently, if they proved their
sincerity, they were “accepted

- In the third lecture of a se- R
os gerim.

" ries sponsored by the SOV, on
Tuesday, November "9, Rabbi Regarding the question ay te
Bleich discussed the iSSUES Pet-—yhether it-is permissible to pryse-
taining to Hilchot—&erut, and i)‘tize a non»]ewish Wom3

eeWWha is 8 Jew?2”. Rahbl Bleich B
centered
following three pmblems of ge-

the rabbx refus s to convert the

“~chnvention

frrmrzz leﬂgék—y pa-pé,r znlztled
“Sociological Challenges fo Or-
thodox Judaism in the 10°s” de-
livezed by Rabbi Charlop at the
of the Rabbinical
Council of America in Miami last
May. The following portion dis-
cugses the emergence of the “In-
mlated Jew.”

Here agam we ought to
introduce 3 2

totally and comfortably assimi-

perhaps to a degree " never dt-
tained even by the non-observant
Jew of a generation or so ago.
But in his social or religious
life he is altogether apart. Much
of the modernity that used to be
identified with the so-called neo-
orthodox Jew and which were
evidence of synthesis is being
abandorted. The cold, decorous

estant-like aura of the finest

“rit: Under what conditions IS woman so that he may marry tion: the !'\ISUL/\’IED JEW .
kabalat gerut (the acceptance per Rabbi Bleich quoted a Tshu- 25 contradistinct from the iso- Western Q”hOdOX Synagoge
of the Jewish religion by the 45 of Rav Chaim Ozer (the lated or synthesized Jew. There has lost, it seems, its former
fon-Jew) permissible; are there - Achi.ezer) in which it is stated 15 DO gainsaving the fact that attraction.

~ conditions under which ' £aba* " hat it is not permissible to tell there are significant aggregates He likes fo go to the shtieble

tat gerut is deemed not accePl~  (he Bes-Din to commit the sin of
able: and, if the motivating admitting an insincere person in-
. _ force behind one’s accepting ge- g the Jewish religion to save thg
rut is being able tomarry-& Jew-- .y “from-committing the sin of
ish man or woman, is such-a g6~ hecoming an apostate. Though
rut acceptable? ° Rabbi Bleich mentjoned that a
certain dayan in" Frankfurt de-
cided. that. in order to prevent
questions as to the status of fu-

These problems dre first
raised by. the Gemara'in Yeha-
___mot (24k).. The Gemara_states

of isolated Jews. Much of the
Chassidic world wewld~fall int¢
this category. But whereas syn-

-thesis has been for long and gen-
" érafly touted-to-be-the desetera- .

dum for the Jew who. would best
integrate, or blend; his ancient
heritage with his modern . con-

. text -witheut doing .violence to

ith I--think—that —3f

Belfer Graduate School
of Science

sulated Jew, I mean one who

has, as it were, two distinct life

styles which, save in the ethical
and moral assumption they share,
> 1. The-L

1t

or a shtieble like service, pray
with Talit over his head, and
shake like the best of them
of the pious Eastern shtet!. He
insists on Glatt-Kosher, prefers
to--send -his children. 16_more
“‘extreme’’ Yeshivot. On Sim-
chat Torah his wife and her
peers, generally the prettiest
and s of. the

~ture  generations, "5 “reform
Rabbi performed such a conver-

that the halacha. is like those

Tanaim whe say that if a man

accepted gerut in order fo

midirry & Jewish ‘woman, or to

attain o position warking for

the King, he is considered. to

be an accepted ger. This hala-
~— cha 1s hoased- on -the | prem' e
that the. ulfimate purpose of ~

the ger is to sérve G-d, but in

the event that the Bet-Din_is
e_that_ultimately the ger
———will not observe the Mitzvof o
the Torah, the Bet-Din-will o
accept such o  man. Rabbi
Bleich mentioned the Rambam
who states that Bet-Din did not
accept gerim in the fime of

people wanied o convert in
the time- of David for fear of
the Jews and -in the -time of
Shlomo because the Jews were
prospering. The Rambam con-
cludes, however, thuot-if one

went to_a Bet:Din of hedyotot th discussing whether ka-
- balat gerut is acceptable when

Rabbi J. David Bleich
s}on we should accept the people
as gerim, he added that -most
other Poskim did not accept thlS
decision.

either;—F-~think—that—#--we—e
amined- the developing contem-
porary pattern of observant Jew

‘we would see that we have in-

stead an Insulated -Jew. Bv In-

sulated Jew is one who has suc-
cessfully compartmentalized his
life: In business, or professional-
ly, or as a citizen he h&s alm'ost

“cong regnhorr,

will be "the ‘only

ladies who ‘will insist 8hte: -

maining in the eiral nashim
(Continyed on Page 6)

ALY Student Counczl

by BRIAN FRGHHNGER‘**W%{Mthe_basuudent pro-

At the beginning of the cur-
- rent administration’s term, Stu-
dent Council thought it wise to

statistics which would reflect true

- .student ‘opinion on’ many ‘ini-

_ portant issues. These stansucs

posals to be presented before
the JSS’Senate this year.

Of the 218 students in J5S

it the student body-and-collect._last yegr, 168" or 78% of the
ey fy replied fo the

student bod
course evaluation. Of the fifty
students not answering ‘the -

"~ "would “be used—to
student unity behind the actions
of the JSS Student-Faculty Cur-
ricutum’ Committeé . and would
provide @onstructive criticisms of

qu ire, . approXintately
wi ‘were “enroited in-
the freshman class. This would
indicate that our results were

more heavily weighted to-

evaﬁmnTo’u‘ht —to—determine ——-—.—
student sentiment toward the
two year Hebrew language re-
quirement. In the past many

quirement be dropped because
of ‘the poor quality of language,
instruction. Tt was felt that
grammar could be learned in con-
junction with Bible and perhaps——-
a more beneficial course could
be offered. Some students desired
an “Ulpan” type language course,

 of im (duri . CO 3 wards the opinions of upper- be X
lhose times) Ihe Bet-Din wu: ulterior motives are’ the- driv- :thi oo O{fémd :}I: th? sfnheoosle.' classmen ‘”"z have had l:“P°"e but the feasibility - of such a
' er compiling e immen: vho. me N
- -forced-to-consider these peopl "‘9 force ‘behind the conver- amount of [:iatag several conclu- experience in the school.. (Continued-on Page -

, as_ safek-gerim, and conse- T (Contimed o Page 4’7‘“‘

‘sions --have--been_ drawn W]
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and three semicha shivrim:_ the. students ddlgently prepare.

revwe some old ones. This is
i by its-mew

“To_satisfy ced at Yeshi : shikin: Mot
-Fwo - unpreoedenté&-—p}ans«for ?’53 isfy  this need at Veshiva . e e
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certain number of years belore taking the
phﬁl‘g(: into the general society. A buili-in
running start is possessed by each yeshive that
boasts a noticeable rebbe-talmid velationship.
Voluntary evening shiurim, both on the p:n:[
of voshei yeshiva as well as the talmidim, evi-
dence one medium that ‘expresses the exist-
ence of a degree ol this velationship here-at
Yeshiva, X
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HAMEVASER commends the devotion of
Rav Charlop, RIETS Administrative Direc-
tor, and Rav Bleich to the student body by
taking vatuable time [rom their heavy sched-
ules to deliver evening halacha and hashhafu
shiurfm. Speciat recognition goes to Rav Al
pert for his new tri-weekly eveuing -“b'hiut
shiny” on Shabbal. We hope that such a shiwr
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Editor Emeritus

mes a Vperru anent Insticaion in "our, ye-
shiva.
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Potential Energy

From the Editc‘sr‘s Desk

Apprehension

by Jeffrey Feinstein-—__|

As numerous students and administrators can testify, the pres.
ent curricutum of our-pseudo-Lithuanian Yeshiva embodies severa)
blatant misconceptions which further serve to confound the
student's quest for a purposeful dereck in Limud HaTorah and
Halacka L'Macseh, The current approach to learning assumes
that enlering freshmen have amassed a wealth of knowledge in
Chumash, halacha and have extracted a meaningful kashkafa from
their lmudin to reinforce their commitment to the centrality of
Torak and mitzvotr. This artificial portrait of the RIETS Talmid
is further distorted by the behef that these above essential areas
of limud are diliwy studied by many boys after RIETS hours
‘and that the per®ing atmosphere of our Yeshiva envelops the
student with a sincere Torak haskefa. Maybe in Radin. or Slo-
bodka, but not in YU! )

Those students who do-not envision a solution apathetically
drift from shiur to shiui, sink deeper into the world of machioket,
and finally drown in the d'china at the semester’s end. It is cnly
in retrospect that the RIETS graduate bemoaans his lack .of prac-
tical kalachic knowledge.

Th {-those interested. ithin’ e -

wald, Allan Herskovitz, Ty Zimer, I
Eliezer Littman; Distribution: Billy Attschul, Meyer

The RIETS faculty. is presently in a state
Friedsen, Irwin Gross, Harvey Kahn, Aharon Siiver ¥- P ¥

of critical depletion. The retirement of Rav
Volk, combined with last year’s departure
of two rebbeim from the upper shiurim,
leaves the yeshiva with a deficiency which is
only partly made up by the addition of Rav
Romm to the faculty. .

Wanted: A Senate
For any years, HAMEVASER has sug-
gested changes'in the structure and curricu-
T —of - YP-RIETS, and. during  that time,
there has been a cousistent lack of response
from the administration. We realize thac the
school’s leaders are aware of many of the

The most-talented -prospective .roshei ye-
shiva can be found in our own Beit hadlid-
rash. Among our recent musmachim and

- ; ot among those who still study here are young
prol)lems» facing ‘,PfRIETS' Cherefore, we |1on who are already learned and who show
must attribute their inaction to the fact that

! ! : ‘promise of becoming good rebbeim. More-
o theretis no-forum which brings SWAent 7657 gver these men aré well acquainted with
ymlnv'a.‘ and‘ adnumstrat_or together to .dlS(:llSS our yeshiva, its talmidim and its unique diffi

the difficulties confronting YP-RIETS.

; ! X ‘culties. This would contribute to their effec-
. .\\e I)C]ICV(? Lhat'a YP'RIET§ Senate C‘_m_llfi tiveness as personalities to whom the talmi-
bring some fresh ideas to the fore and initi-

< dim could relate easily.
ate some much-needed change in the YP- . . .
RIETS structure. We, theretore, urge the HAMEVASER urges the administration to

SOY Councit and Rabbi Chatlop to take use this opportunity to put- these qualified
“iminediate”steps to- estabtish-a ¥P-RIETS - RIETS -mutimechim on. the RIETS faculty
Senate. by giving them freshman skiurim. A badly-
.needed element of vitality would thus be
4 : 10g ThE STTUCEUre of the

Tf_%{; ve cﬁéﬁybﬁ? o
The Call

g . time when ortinity can .
Shiva tai be seerr i differ — oo VIE 1 the opport ity can be made goqd

yeshiva as a whole.

‘The opportune moment has arrived at a

T Success oF &y 2 S - v
ent views, a significant one being the guality The future stature of the yeshiva depends on

and sincérity of its output, the backurim who Wwhether the administration rises to the occa-
have sojourned bayn kutlei ha-yeshiva for a sion or lets it go by, dismally unexploited. -

""" ~ Letters To The Editor

—how - “to- tearn - +h h

; Dear Editor,

SR

The two lead- articles by Da-
. A Cold- -

-berg as well as the editorial “In

v

Memeriam”- which-.appeared in
your October issue of HAME:
YASER were moving tributes to
the memory of Ezra Lightman
2’7l No reader could but be
stirred by the exemplary beauty
of his neshama and the courage
and emunak which characterized
“his“acfive Tifé, These " qualities -
-the writers caught poignantly
and presented dramatically. For
all this they have our humble

. appreciation, -

—_prised us for in our judgment it

‘flawed seriously the purpose .of

‘One omission, however, sur-

these eulogies. None of the
pleces carried even 2 single ref- -
v A %,

"
TITTtE - Ur a-word—

the parents or family who were
sq deeply bereaved. If life ex-
perience -is.any source of wis-
dom, ‘then let it be frankly said
that . in . the long run this. loss

will remain irreparable ‘and in-

consolable only to them. More-
over, the pricel qualities of
uch high

irom “them. But above allelse,:

-should- -the—mitzva— of  nehum

aveilim not have motivated the
writers to have included at least
oneseriterice -of solace to those
who mourn him so_sorrowfully? __
I earnestly regret this. omis-
sion and trust that it might still
be remedied in softe way.’

Sincerely,”

{Rahbi) \Y‘ E._ Frimer:

To the Editors and Readers
of HAMEVASER,

Two months and eleven days
have elapsed  since the passing
of our greatly beloved and re-

vered son-Ezra 2% He way atso ——

my “Rebbé and future doctor.”
Ever since Ezra was eight years
old he planned on being a doc-
tor. Ch yes, he wanted the Se-
micka very very much, but that
was extra. He wanted so much
to help “people; to retieve-them
of their’ pain and- suffering.
Whenever he came home during
the summer and he was up to it,

-1 used: to také him on my medi-

cal rounds. Most of the medical
magazines and articles which I

 brought - home Yrom the officé, ™

Ezra 21 familiarized himself
with and could understand very
well

evoked several suggested programs for the restructure of RIETS,
These revisions have sought to effectively reorder the daily six-
hour RIETS allotment so that diverse subjects of Jewish content
could be introduced without the loss-of Beit haMidrash or shiur
time. One of ‘the new RIETS programs most highly publicized
since last semester provides for the inclusion of Chumask, hala-
cha, and kaskkafs sessions in the morning hours. In addition,
Jewish philosophy as well as the current college requirements of
Bible and Jewish: History would complete morning curricu-
Ium. These subjects would satisfy our alréady craving desire for
a taste of relevance within our European styled yeshiva. How-
ever, the mere presence of new courses will certainly alter, our
position as to the initial purpose of RIETS. Most assuredly, the
program would._enable an,undergradiiate to broaden his scope in
related Jewish topics such asHistory 6r philosophy, Bt inad- *
vertantly, they may serve to further weaken that area of RIETS
whose dmportance has been drastically minimized by the RIETS-
talmid—the study of Gemara. . .

The framers of the new plans have been very-prudent not
to diminish Beit haMidrash and shivr hours, yet they have
not sufficiently devised a program to elevate the interest in
Gemara learning itself- The fact that students have suggested
@ variety of courses indicates & possible fault in eur current
approach fo the choice of m‘sechtot and the style of the
shivrim.-In effect, without The proper analysis of, “WhaF Ts
wrong with the shiur itself?,” the student will eventually
reject the static atmosphere of the shiur and opt for the more

comprehending the material,
in formulating o program of study it is imperative fo
consider the goals of RIETS. The primary purpose of. any Ye-
shiva, no less that of RIETS, is to train the talmid fo learn
ghhours—of —serious—application to
Gemara study. Therefore, in addition to bolstering a curric-
vlum in an pt to b fen one's perspective, would it
not be equally crucial to reevaluate the selection *and the
of our G I ing in order to make the pursvit:
more significcint to the average falmid?
1f we fail to consider the above question, two basic deficiencies
in RIETS will plague the system even after structural ch}inges
have been attained. Firstly, the present curriculum for learning
skas severely limits the RIETS student’s exposure to highly
practical and relevant sugyot throughout the Talmud. It is sad
vet true that a student for whom RIETS represents a final expo-
sure to formalized shiurim in a structural yeshiva would merely
7’Iearrn inyanim in Baba Mezia and_Senhedrin during the diwration
of his four years at YU Secondly, many students stli_find that’
their insuificiént backgrounds hamper their. full comprehension
of the shiurim. In last vear’s RIETS Student Survey; 42.08%
of the students responding affirmed the suggestion: “There should
be a related program in RIETS for students with a day school
background who are not prepared for Yeshiva learning (i..: same
amount of time given to learning but at a decelerated pace).”
Unless these two maladies are remedied, the addition of fiew
courses to RIETS will serve as a diversion from rather than a
supplement to one’s Gemgra study. T

Tke abf?ve is the second in q sefies discussing RIETS Re/mﬂt~
The next issue will feature o proposed course-of-study for RIETS.

LIGHTMAN TORAH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD /0 HAME:
VASER, Amsterdam Ave. & 186th Street, New York, N.¥: 10033

|~ Please_remember to make, your_contributions. to the 1

__practically "dpplicable <ourses whiich requite fess effortin——

>
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——— Associate Editor.

Prologue

No one will deny that the
training and ordination of Or-
thodox rabbis for the American
Jewish comimunity was an origi-
nal raison d'efre of the Rabbi
Jsaac Elchanan Theological Se-
minary. RIETS, which we trust
is still the heart of what is mow
Yeshiva University, shouid re-
main a major, constant source
of community spiritual leader-

-ship-to meet-the-ehallenge“of the ~

seventies. Intermarriage. and as-
similation are only two of the
multitude of problems that are
so prevalent today which canndt
be alleviated by RIETS-YP stu-
dents merely sitting in the Beit
HaMidrash and’ then entermg a
secular profession.

With this thought in mind,
please read the following front

ro
April 1963 issue of HAME-
VASER, entitled “Changes An-
nounced in Semiche Program:”
“ “At a meeting held on
March 20, 1963, with approxi-
mately thirty seniors of Yeshi-
va College who plan to enter
the Semicha program in the
fall, Dr. Emmanuel Rackman,
assistant to. Dr. Belkin (then
Assistant to the President for
Rébbinic  Studies—iDB), an-

nounced that sweeping- chung-' .

sem:chu smdems are: MA in
Jewish studies or relafed Fields
to be taken at Bernard Revel
Graduate School; M$S in reli-
gious education to be taken at
Yeshiva's Graduate School of
Education; and MHL to bhe
taken at the Bernard Revel
Graduate School.

“In addition, it was also an-

. nounced that the number of re-

by ISRAEL DAVID BENEDEK

“sweeping changes.” We shill not
dwell on the inauspicious and
intrusive  circumstances  that
caused its abeyance and remis-
sion. Let thase events remain bu-
ried in the past. But we must not
ignore the Proposed Program’s
import, nor consign to oblivien
the efforts of top roshei yeskiva,

administrators,  and  semiche
studenfs  who have exhibited
hd

" qjuired Hours of clasifoom work

in both the MHL and MS pro-
grams will not exceed.four per
week. This is a reduction of 50%
in the number of hours of class-
room work - now being required
under the present MHL program,
thus enabling semicha students
to devote more of their time to
learning. As for those electing
to take the MA degree, the num-
P 1

tion during the months
. -
of its formulation.

P
" Plans are being finalized by
various student groups, among

them — 50Y and the Pre-Rob

IN MEMORIAM

B 1895-1971

HAMEVASER joins’ World Jewry in mourning the passmg of the
Soviet Union’s revered Chief Rubhi

RABBF
YEHUDA LEIB

LEVIN 27

binic Society, to begin a new
drive for o revamping of the
Semicha Program, using the
“Proposed Semicha Program’
as o basis. One major obsta-
. ¢le, however, is the present

P
will spend in the classroom will
depend on the particular course
of study they pursue.”

All YC students. considering
entering any of the Jewish-
related professlons are invited
to become members of the
Pre-Rabbinic Society. Appli-

cations in M202 and R314.

niversity CHsis.
realize that merely to produce
college-educated Jews who
have “learned” o cgnuln num-
ber of blatt Gemara is_not a
goal sufficiently lofty for Ye-
shiva University’s standards.
We must produce the commu-
nal leaders and teachers fo ex-
pose the Torah way of life to
the acculturated American Jew
and to revive it within the ali-
enuled yeshiva high school

es have recently been

in the Semicha program’s poli-
cies and requirements.

“The most striking innova-
fion is the institution of free-
dom of choice in the Semicha
department. Incoming semicha
students may now select one

of three different: supplemen-
" tary study programs leading
to any one of the three higher

- deyiges which-thesemicha stu-

dent is required to toke in
conjunction with his ordina:

— tion;—instead of the present

So “sweeping changes,” we
are told, had been enacted. Then
let us now enact fruly sweeping
changes. The new regulation obli-
gating all semicka students to
take Rav Tendler’s Hilchot Ni-
dah Shiur for Semicka is highly
desirable. But it"is only ohe step
in a long road toward the ideal
Semicha__Program. Two  years
ago, a “Proposed Semicha Pro-
gramh” was formulated by a joint
committee—a commlttee of ro-

“single program of study lead-

ing to only. MHL degree. The
three degrees now open to

and
semicka students. The suggested
program indeed called for

sher

g The Semicha Pro-
gram, as a major y'sod of Ye-
shiva Univérsity, should be
preserved from drastic bud-
__getary lifiiitations. The change

to a new program need hot be .

sudden — but it must be ex-
pediently directed: "The time
should not come when action
will be unnecessary because it
will be too late. Qur present
Semicha Program must not re-
main stagnant. .
This’ column will, IY”H, in
each of the next issues, devote
_at least part of its space to an
analysis of the progress in this
most pressing - endeavor.

MR. SOL FURST 27

1894-1971

YUPR

HAMEVASER extends sincere. condolences to Mrs. Hilda Furst
and family on the lo;r/(;f their beloved husband and father and
Yeshiva’s devoted trustee and benefactor.

Teaneck Community

{Continued from Page 6)

fective force for reliyis-social
progress without stifling the
individuality of its members.
It asks of its members not a
“narrow dallegiance 1o a single
institution but rather a gen-

eral commitment to strength-
ening and improving Jewish
tiving. A Kehilla that is beth
flexible and dynamic, Congre-
gation B'nai Yeshurun should
serve as.an enlightening ex-

to other Jewish com-
munities throughout the world.

Letters To The Editor

/

{Continued from Page 2} -
This ‘past summer he expressed
a desire to study with someone
doing research at one of the big
teaching hospitals. I introduced
him to one of the great younger

teachers and research-professess;-

an. Orfthodox Jew, who came
from: South -Africa—and.a known

" “specidlist in liver” diseases. He

did know about Ezra’s illness
and outlined articles and lectures

for Ezra to work on in his lei- -

sure.

--At the end of several weeks of
reading and lectures, Eara 2%
“knew- oll—there was. to -know
about the “Australean Antigen”
and “Hepatitis,* — more than’
many a local physman—because
Ezra went to the three local hos-
pitals and talked to the pathol-
ugxsts about Hepamls

“fory embarrassmmt “because: his

left lung was filled with fluid
and extending into his abdomen,
causing bloating. It was difficuit
to find ‘tasty food for Ezra to eat
without experiencing abdominal
discomfort. His chest was tapped

_once for fluid, and he was ad-
vised fo he~ tapped—am —His —
“special new dru‘g.s” which he -
getiing intravenously. mow, -

for several years on every second

or -third weekend, were losing ~
‘their effect.

He received three pints of blood
one month- before his demise and
his strength was running out.

. Ezra knew it, his Hematologist

knew it, but he did ot give up.

Phone cills came in- from
everywhere,
young - voices, asking for "Ezra
Lightman. His fan mail was con-

stantly coming—and letters were -

ut everywhere, yes, even

male and female

The still voice, the quiet smile,
the thoughtful reply is no morel
Ezra is gone' The' sweet, lively
accordian is under the piano. It
plays no more with Ezra’s lively
fingers and beautiful Jewish
touch!

" Governing -Board of “HAME:
VASER. extend sincere condo-
lences to Dr. Irving Agus upon

| .the vecent loss of his sister.
eyl

He loved to weir colorfal new
. clothqs, but my wife had to in-
veigle -him 4nto  wearing . some-.
thirig “new! The old was good
enough!

1 offer my thanks to the Al-
mighty for . Ezra’s .other two
brothers and sisters. They kept
him close to them~—they watched

to Camada.. ..

yes, even kept his spirits up
when he was flat on his back for
two days following an intrave-
nous treatment-ef toxic powerful
medication.

We were fortunate to have
them also attending Yeshiva Un-
- iversity. )

Ezra.2’l had’such a high level

of béhef in- the ‘Almighty that-it
_ was to me unbelievable! He did

not believe he was going to die!
No one did,

His Rebbe, Rav Soloveitchik,
was so_close to him and knew
and kept .in touch, with every
treatment and the result of every
blood test. Hardly a ‘week went
by when a phone call did. not
come in from Brookline or a
personal inquiry. at the Maimoni-
des School Saturday nmight lec-
tire about Ezra’$ condition from

iehty by 1y inguirin

about new drugs, praying, ves,
even at the Kotel in ]erusalem
for many years.

He made several trips to Israel
and brought back numerous pic-
tures—we laughed and had,.fun<

We have beautiful memories—
daily we miss him.

My wife ‘Hannah and I are
thankful to the Alimighty for giv- .
ing s The privilege of being the -
parents of such a wonderful son, ’
every moment was precious—and
we knew the curtain would fall.
.. The Almighty had. different
plans for Ezra z’i: He is sitting
in the presence of the Almighty
along with the T'zedikim ‘and
studying Torah!

Thank yeu very much for
your fine tributes.

Dr. and Mrs.
Mashe U.L Li; ghtman

Thim, fed hiniand nursedhin

Sty
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Huarav

In Room 307 of Furst Hall,
the teacher's desk stands on a
specially censtructed platform, It
is the only one of its kind at
Yeshi iva and dates back to the
193 Students had it specially
built so that they might better
hear their beloved rebbe as they
crowded around Tis desk to bear
every word of his skiwr. From
that moment on,
was moved to whatever room the
rebbi went, until November 10.
1966, when Hagaon ~Horav
Noshe Aaron Polevoff. z't/, said
his last shiur. Four days later,
on the Znd of Kislev, 5727, Rav

Poleyeff was called to his eternal -

rest.

On that day, a remarkable
and unequalled career as magid
shiur for 46 consecutive years at
Yeshiva came to end. It was

longsh—alone that set Rav

the platform |

Poleyeff Obscrved

YUPR

Rav Moshe A. Poleyeff zt”1
each and every one bf his fal-
midim.

Rav Poleveff, in his youth,
was a talmid muvhak of Rav
Issar Zalman Meltzer at Slutsk,
from_whom_he received smickae

Arriving in the United States
in 1920, he was immediately
appointed as a Rosh Yeshiva
by Dr. Bernard Revel, z't], then
president of Yeshiva. Thus be-
gan the 46 years of serving
with honor.and distinction as
Rosh Yeshiva to thousands of

' In many
Rav Poleyeff was the rebbe of
grandfather, father, and son.
Students of every decade still
remember his gentle voice, his
slow walk, his arm around the
student while listening fo his
questions on o sugya in the
Gemara, and his readiness to
help any student of any class.
Rav Poleyeff never condemned;
he only used soft words of en-
couragement. On numerous oc-
casions he expressed his con-
fidence in the American Yeshi-
va student and in the future of
Forafr Fodaisnro +

‘Accent On Youth
In Teaneck, N.].

~ by ELIEZER DIAMOND

While the synagogue is one
of the oldest Jewish communal
institutions, its position in the
commumity has never been strict-
ly delineated. Is the shul im-
portant in its own right gr is it
merely a convenient vehicle Tor
community action? Should  the
shul be controiled by the dynam-~
ism o the 'younger congregauts
or should the older and more ex-
perienced mnembers hold  the
reins?, Kach Jewish community
must come to terms with Thesé ™
problems and answer them ac-
cording to its owp needs and
point_ of view. >

The Jewish commum'y of
Teaneck, New Jersey has taken
an interesting approach to the

Poleveff's shiur apart from oth-
ers, but a combination of un-
paralleled lamdut, a clear pre-
sentation of the skiurim, and up-
limited love for an concern with

in 1910. He was the contempo-
raty at"Stutsk of such giants as
Rav Aharon Kotler, z'4,
Moshe Tomashov, 2’4/, and Rav
Eljahu.Henkin, vibadel lechayim.

Change Soughtin
Hebrew Divisions

by ELLIOT SINGER

The three religious divisions,
_RIETS, EMC, and JS§ each
have estabhshed a Student-Fac-
uity Committee with proposals
te amend existing curriculums
and regulations.

. In RIETS, in addition to Tal-
mud classes, the committee is re-
questing an - introduction - of

© skiurim. in “both Chumask and
_kalacka. Also, a more structured
progression in student advance-
ment to higher shiurim has been

- proposed. The committee is press-
ing for theinstallation of oral
bechiviot in addition to the writ-
ten tests for semicha. Another

“-test to determine a student’s
ability to adequately learn Tal-
mud independently is being re-
quested. Additional courses such
as Taharat Hamishpache and a
broadening of topics in Orack
Chaim are being sought. Mr,

T Maybriich, president 6f SOY; al-

so proposed installation of sepa-
“yate curricula for semichd stu-
< dents such as skiurim for those
‘students who wish to be practic-
ing rabbis with congregations
© and specnal shiurim for those
ish to. direct their efforts
~purely toward the acquisition of
knowledge.
In-EMC, the Student-Faculty
Relations Committee is propos-
* ing that students who receive an
# A i 4 course-should be grant-
ed unlimited ‘cuts. Also a student
" “receiving_an -“A” in a “P-N
course shou]d be credited an
“p
!I’he Studeut Facultv Currlcu»
lum Evaluation Committee of
JSS has taken a poll of its stu-
dents and results show that 75%
Ce™ regu
lauons shouid be modified. Fifty

per cent of those polled said they
should have unlimited cuts. They
are also in favor of instituting a
P-N. system— dor— these minor
courses that are worth two cred-
its. The committee has also pro-
posed a program of either one
vear's full-time study in an Is-
raeli Yeshiva or half-day college
and half-day Yeshiva program.

Each of the religious divisions
has installed pew lectures in ad-’
dition—te- the -previous—ones. The
Student Organization of Yeshiva
has discussed with Rabbi Char-
lop the installation of kaskkafa
shiurim once a month by the reb-
beim at which all the bwnei ha-
yeshiva can  participate. Also
added is a shiur given at night
by Rav Bleich in hilchot gerut.
EMC has instituted a lecture on
Yom Yerushalayim in addition
to the lectures on Yom Haatz-
maut and Vom Hashoah. JSS has
started weekly lectures by guest
rebbeim.

The SOY committee has pro-
posed that better rapport with
the students would be established
if all of the rebbeim would come
to minyan and the Beit haMid-
rask in,the mormng In an inter-
view w1th Mr., Maybruch, he
said that it would be-greatly ap=
preciated if the rebbeim would
help the students with articles
for the new -Torak journal, Ber
Yitzchok. o

In an interview with Mr.
Frohlinger, president of _JSS, he
stated that a recruitment plan
has been started to invite poten-
tial JSS. students to sit in on
courses for a day. Also, as part

of the program, students would

ifies and

Rav -

ST

Quite often special requests
were regularly made by students
to attend the shiurim or to con-
tinue in the class of Rav Poleyeff.
He always believed that the stu-.
dent must first understand well
the Gemara, Rashi and Tosafot
before he proceeded to Riskonim
and Acharonim. Mefarshim were
added when they assisted in the
understanding of the sugya.
Thus, it was long recognized that
students of Rav Poleyeff were
best when it-came to an under-

Because | many of the shul
members are young, and their
plans for the future are tentative,
their position in the comnumity
is somewhat ambiguous. In fact,
three basic groups: exist among
the younger congregants. One
group consists of unmarried stu-
dents. This group obviously can-
not commit itself to permanent
sidenicy in Teaneck for their
major concerns are academic, N-
narcial, and marital, not geo-
graphical, To them Teanceck is
simply a convenient base of oper-
ations for their “academic Tur-
suit, chosen primarily for ity
proximity to the city and for its
pleasant environment. The sec-
ond group is comprised of young
couples who have established
themselves in the community and
are planning to live in Teaneck
permanently. Third, there are
the newlyweds who are seeking a

Standing "of “THe ~pvhar of THE ~~ Rabbi Macy Gordon.

Gemara.

A unique innovation on the
part of Rav Polevefi was the
“Thursday Skiur.”
student was

roles of youth within the syna-
gogue and of the synagogue
within the community. Both

Each week 2 play an important part in the
encouraged and - Teaneck Kehilla. The Orthodox

guided to examine various me- Jewish population includes a
; f o

farshim on a particular sugve
and present it before the class.

" of YU
and recent alumni. Rabbi Macy

Jt was-an—experience in_Toreh _Gordon_of Teaneck’s Congre-

research and presentation that
every student would long re-
member. Following the student’s

gation B'nai Yesurun is a YU
graduate himself. He has seen
his shul grow from a bare

presentation, Rav Poleyeff would minyan of families to a Iurge,

(Cnntmued on Page6)”
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sion, Rubbu Bleuh quoted vun

Some Rishonim (the Rifvah and
the Nimukei Yosef) intai

* vibrant community.—-

Rabbi B

° - | :
Feinstein, Shiita, also asserts

in a Tshiva given in 1929,
that if one does not accept fhe

“yoke of_ﬂfe Torah fully he is— .

not d a ger. Rav-

that if o man converts for
ulterior mohvss, in order to
achieve hls_gouls he wili~be’
o sincere ger, and conseguent-
_ly we_should accept him _as
such. shuva of Rav Herzog ~
qualifies the remark of the
Rishonim, noting that such u
i was
only  in the time of "’ “these
Rishonim because if a convert
did not_fulfill his com ent
to Judaism, he was-castigated
by the Jewish community and
consequently had to mend his
ways, but today, because o
Jew can assimilate without be-

be sent out to
2 beat ¥

~high-schooksato-speak-a]
shiva University.

ing.
9

d by the Jewnsh

such

s

Feinstein adds, that the Gera-
reth in Yebamot, which states
that a conversion prompted by
ulterior motives is acceptable,
is talking about one whe ac-
cepts the minzvotfutly:

Rabbi’ Bleich concliided --his
lecture by stating that today, it
is his opinion that ‘there is ho
reason for us to accept a Ger
who we are not sufficiently sure
will be a shomes mitzvot. Rabbi
Bleich " distlosed” thiat when peo~
ple request that he grant a con-
‘version for the sake of marriage,
he tells them it is better ka-
lachically that the couple live to-
gether as Jew and non-Jew than
admitting an insincere convert

'aré not ;E’:eptlh]e. Rav Mosha

into the Jewish Community.

phace T which to-setthe; But-hav
ot yet tecided whether Teaneck
is the ideal community for them.

The synagogue, rather than

pressuring all members into ac-

cepting equal responsibility for
the shul’s fifiancial maintenance,
has made allowances for mem-
bers with limited means. Mem-
bers are assessed according to
their earning power, and a stu-
dent congregant- may often only
pay a- token fee. In this way
everyone fulfills @ minimal re-
“sponsibiilty to the synagogue
without feeling that his personal
priorities " are - Heihg pre-efpted

(Continued on Page 6)

Krumbein. ..

(Continued from Page 8)
spoken assumption would Still be
the desire for unity.

In Rav- Grodzenski’s view,
eyil is hateful because it is the

antithesis of Torak values. (When
this sinak is perSonalized, the
sinnér himself personifies that
antithesis. From such a person

~there can be o tove: The-mere

singh is personalized, the more
_shavek is pushed away.

Accnrdmu to  Rav Koek
) it is

to _maintain _even personcl
sinah “without saerificing aha-
vah. In his conception, the an-
ger which one_ feels against
sin is rooted in the realization
that ‘sin is the downfall of
israel, a nation-based on sanc-
_ fity. If one. is moved by this
feeling. to react  strangly-
against the rasha, and nof
only his deeds, it does not

mean that ahavah has disop-

- peared. To the contrary, if the

burning desire for motual love
and gaity of purpose-were-ab-
sent,. the frustration and dis-
appointment  would never be
so _strong. Efshar -likayem
shneihem. Hate has not pushed
lovée awuy. It has only shifted

‘it 10 the realm-of-the mplicit -
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Schick Discusses Schoo_l Aid, Jewish Problens,

by MENACHEM SCHRADER

Marvin :Schick is one of the
fnost prominént -Orthodox Jews
in government today. As Assist-
ant to the Mayor for Inter-group
Relations, he is, perhaps, the
most  well-informed person on
government aid 1o Jewish insti-
tutions. In addition to his gov-

ernment work, he writes a weekee L hopes

ly column on Jewish affairs for
the Jewish Dress. He was the
founder and first president of the
National Jewish Commission on
Law and Public Affairs (C.OL.-
1’A.). He has a Ph.D. in Con-

stitutional Law from N.Y.U,
and_is.a_m T T
While.a -candidate _for his ‘doc-_

toral degree, he was an instructor
in Political Science at Yeshiva
College. .
HAMEVASER: Mr. Schick,
what specific Jewwish problems are
confronting Mayor Lindsay?
Schick: Lindsay’s basic prob-
lem with the Jews is that they
aven’t yet forgotten about the

HAMEVASER

fars

a year from the city. I

.care centers, job corps, and anti-

poverty programs all add  up,
The Satmar receive so much be;
cause they are organized. That
gods for the Lubavitch, too. The
Jews on the East Side and in the
Bronx should be getting more aid
than they are, but there's no cen-
tralized agency to give it to like
te—i - Williamsburgh  or
Crown Heights. However, a day-

HAMEVASER: One of ‘the
Joremost issues concerming Jew-
ish _education today is govern-
ment™4id for parochial schools.

What is the present legal situa- -

tion on this matter?

Schick:  The legal position
seems to be settling between .the
two polar views on the subject,
these being: (1) no aid at all,
szll {2) complete government
fundings for all secular studies.
The Supreme Cdurt has ruled
that texthooks, bussing, ~and
other such educational needs may
be provided by the government,
but direct grants to parochial
scheols are strictly out. This is

~a-chefeat for-Orthodox-Jews. who
fmve been fighting—for -complete -

funding for secular studies by
government agencies, But there
have been several advances. In
the fast two sessions of the state
legislature, two bills have heen
passed that would aid parochial
schools. The first is a bill reim-
bursing the schools for taking
attendance for the state. The

cial aid to those purents that
send -their children to parochial
school.

HAMEVASER:  dre  these
bills having anv difficulties?

SILENCE KILLS

Altstudents are urged
to attend the
FREEDOM LIGHTS

: FOR
SOVIET JEWRY
December 13,1971

Madison Sq. Garden ™
‘Call 354-1316

Schick: Several organizations,
led by the American Jewish Con-
gress, have taken these bills to
court, They are now on_a three-
judge district court level, but no
matter who wins it will probably

0. De Marsica

e
teacher £

haver't forgiven him for his first |

term, and.in their eyes he cin
do 'mothing right. His second
term has not been given a chance.

HAMEVASER: What prob-
lems are facing the Jelws of New
York, and how is the city deal-
ing with them?

. Schick: The most crucial prob-
fem’ facing’ the Jews in the city
is poverty. The poorest Jews in
New York are the aged. Right
-now -there -are

enior N

ST Marvin Sehttk e

eomi -2 hitt-providing 6

be

| in priv

appealed 10 the Supreme

Page 5
.
inN.Y.C
Court, Based on conrt caves deal-
iy with the Pennsvlvania and
Rhode [stand Lills 10 id poro-
chial ethucation, which are =imi-
lar to those passed in New York,
we must, anfortunately, espect
these hills (o be deckresd uneon-
stitutional. (Both the Pennsyl-
vania sl Rhode T land bills
lost, ¥-1.)

Part of the problem with (hes
bills is  that  the  government
fears that private white schools
in the South will claim simiar
funeds based on rulings in favor

of parochial schools.” C.OLPA.
is trying to solve this pruhl('rﬁ
by showing the difference he-
twes acial and religicus bias
éducgtiorTr-is now
involved in a originating ifi
Mississippi dealing with private
schools.
HAMEVASER: What is the
purpose of COLPAZ
Schick: C.OLP
ed to create an organization that
could  represent  the  Orthodox
Jewish community on legal and
(Continucd on Page 7)

. owas form-

care ‘center has been set up in
Yeshiva - Tifereth  Jerusalem,
which accepts Jews, Blacks,
Chinése, and everyone else. .

The Bronx has always been
unfucky on Jewish matters. With
no yeshivot . or Chassidim, the
Jews of the Bronx have no rally-
ing point.

Various other Jewish institu-
tions are funded partially by the
city. Torah Umesorah gets about

Ity
ters’ for the old in New York
. City, They, conduct all day pro-
grams, which are culfural, social,
and * nutritional in nature, but
this doesn’t come close to being
enough. The ‘elderly are only
‘now beginning to fight for their
rights, and, as with every pro-
test movement, Jews are at the

_iront of the battle. - '
On November 23, 1971, the

Mayor will ‘announce a special
program for -Jewish senior citi-
zens, involving one and a half
million dollars. The program will
be. run by the Federation of
‘Jewish Philanthropies, but the
city will fund the project. Hope-

three quarters of a milion dol-
lars a year through city and fed-
‘eral funds. A program is being
set up to deal with the narcotics
problem at yeshivot. Many ye-
shivot get money a$ college
grants. Most Jewish camps in
the Catskills get a considerable
amount of their budget paid by
the state government.

-—— The-onty-problem-is -that al-—

though we’re helping Jewish in-
stitutions, the poor aren’t really
getting their money. This is a
problem that may soon have to

be dealt with.

HBAMEVASER: dre  there
other Jews in the Lindsay admin-

“fully, more Wil ‘be—done T the—istration-that_have a _special con-

future for the Jewish aged.
The" second - poorest ]ewiéh

__group in the cigLiji}}g Cha_x-
sidim, the poorest of these being

the Satmar. All: together, the

Satmar get about a milliofh dol-
e e

cein for Jewish problems?
Schick: Yes. Sid Davidoff is
very Jewish conscious and has
gone 6ut ‘of his way to help co-
religionists. But he.is the only

one.
1]

Contributing Editor

T he Old Beaten Trail

by DOV FRIMER

The concept of Minhag — Al
Titosk Metorat Imecha —- plays
a-very important role in Juda-
ism —. bhoth halachically and
hashkafically. Yet we must all
realize that minkag, or any tra-
dition, was established to meet a
specific need of the time. If it
were meant to be eternal, the
Torah itself would have included
it. Consequently, before -any
minkag in the halachic realm te-
ceives sanction, it had to first go
through a very involved process
as that described by the Ram-
bam (Chapter 2 of Hilchot
Mamrim) and other Rabbinic
sources. In the haskkafic realm,
however; we find-no-—such-details

* or stipulations. The way one

thinks, his style of dress, speech,
writing, teaching, or learning,

to learn in the same derech as
the Maharsha. Tradition has lit-
tle to enforce.in these areas as
long as one stays within the
broader  kalachic  guidelines.
Surely if the minkag turns out
to. be to the detriment of the
Jewish Community,.in these re-
gions -of Judaism we can quickly
change them. It is my feeling
that such a stage- has been
reached in our method of teach-
ing Talmud.

Originally, as it is, Chazal
n Pirkei Avot (5:21) advocated
one not to start learning
Gemara until the age of fif-
teen. Due to many circum-
+ of the_Di i, we

have changed this minhag and

Midrash,”” has been their frus-
trating and often crippling ex-
perience with Talmud. It is @
too common phenomenon, that
we find among many Yeshiva
products a real hatred and
contempt for Talmudic studies.
Many refuse to even open a
Gemara for years after they
- have left the Yeshiva system.
And. yet the yeshivof travel
along the old beaten trail,
teaching irrelevant material
which the talmid can seldom
take with him into the outside
wotld, continuing in a fashion
that “was good enough in
Europe,” that “we have been
doing for hundreds of yedrs.”
And even where a possibly
p it and relevant topic is

have begun hing Talmud
to children as early an age as
ible. It is time for another

unk it-go directly counter_to

a specific kelacha, is left more
or less up to the individual. I

-am sure that no one required of
the Chezal to talk in the same

syntax as that of the Torah, or
d

change to take place. We can’
no longer continue to teach

Talmud in the traditional
fashi
Uatil now it has ‘been -

Secrel

that Reb Chaim was oblj

';!'eléphoh; ’ 339—4466
PRUZANSKY BROS. OF

THE APERION

EXCLUSIVE GLATT KOSHER CATERING

IR

815 KINGS HIGHWAY

BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11223

p to teach (a)
The Yeshivishe Mesechtot —
primurily’lhose of Nezikin, oc-
casionally parts of Nashim,
and (b} Moving é@long more or
.less methodically through the
Talmudic text, touching pos-
sibly on concomitant sugyot

--——for charification—especially if

Tosafot should deal-with, the
other sugya. Unfortunately,
howeven, in today’s utilitarian
world, this approach. has
provedsdisastrous for the over-
whelming. majority of Jewish
youth.-One- of the prime. rea-
sons for students. not continu-
ing their Jewish education on-
to higher, levels, or seriously
learning once they. have left .

. the “walls of the Beit 'ha-

touched upon, it is not dealt
with as such within the shivr.

~~—A-rebbe’s- analyses- is-more-in

the world of chidusk rather
than that of application. If this
means not tracing the develop-
_ment_of- the helache into the

poskim — so be it. If this means
not attaching and grappling with
modern ramifications of the par-
ticular Gemara —. well, this is
the price that has to be paid. If
this means not getting a clear
total picture of the whole sugya
— not merely the aspects dealt
with on the blat — well a

choice has to be made; ground” ~

must be - covered. 1 agree, a
choice has to be made, but the
wrong -one “was picked. What
was good enough in Europe is
not good enough now. Only a

select few came out uhscathed

from the Talmud experience—a
Skerit - HaPeleita. But what is

going to happen to the hundreds.

who fall By the wayside? Are
(Continued on Page 6)
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Teaneck Kehilla

(Continued from Page 4}

by communal neetds. Under this
system, moreover, financial sta-
tus, or fack of it, in no way de-
-{ermines the extent to which one
ean participate .in  shul-spon-
sored activities.

“open-

The success of this

door policy” is evidenced by
the newer and younger mem-
¥ et . i

“shul’ affairs.The shul’s presi-

dent, for example, has fived
-in_ Teaneck for less than a
yenr, while the head of the
adult education program and
the ba‘al k’riah are both grod-
ucts -of YU:-At every level of
activity, in short, one. finds
young people-many with no
intention of living in Teaneck
permanently, shouldering com-
munal responsibilities.

The Teaneck Kehilla's posi-
tive attitude toward new peo-
-from a general community
philesophy that is people-ori-
ented and not shul-oriented.
Rabbi Gordon and his congre-
gants do not view the syna-

goguve as a monolithic indtitu-
tion 1o which the community
must render tribute. On the
contrary, the shul serves its
members by acting as a focus
for the tommumiy s aspiration

Because the shul wants to ini-
tiate progress in the community
without dictating it, many of its

projects—operate outside the syn-

agogue framework or only loose-
Iy wiihin 3. The shui does not,
for example, {ry to increase Jew-
ish awareness by directly invit-
ing the community to its serv-
ices, but rather by sponsoring
cuitural evenings and discussion
groups. In another attempt to
strengthen the Jewish communi-
ty, shul members are trying to
build a mikvae in Teaneck. They
purposely have dissociated the
project from the shul, however,
to attract support from the
broadest possible spectrum of the

“Insulated Jew” Phenomenon

(Continued from Puge 1)

even when the otherwise punc-~

tillious rabbi gives passive as-

sent to an old tradition that

overlooks, fust this once, the
r gt "

7 o
‘mingling of the sexes in the

Synagdgue, so that all might
kiss the Torah.

Of course. there are no hard
and fast categories and the a-

“nimiaties abount. Prubably the

INS TE JEW is still in the

5
nnnmnv even among orthodox

Jews. But the point that we are
trying to make is that the trends
seem to be going that direction.

- lronically the chief progen-

itor of this new insulated Jew
is ~Yeshiva University, which
has almost since its inception
beaten the drums for synthesis
which it set up as the ideal
smvmg for the orthodox Jew..
in America and the 20th cen-
tury. | do not mean to suggest
by this that Yeshiva has failed
in its purpose. On the con-
1rary]7:rihTox Judaism in this:
ohere is  unthiiikabl
wnhouf Yeshiva  University
and | believe that it is largely
owing to this diadem of Jew-
ish learning and practice that
we can speak of the efflor-
esence of classical Judaism in
the New World. .
" It is simply & semantic misun-
derstanding, I believe, which has
confused the term synthesis for
insulated. The Yeshiva program
‘has never been one of integration
of Jewish and secular subjects.

Jewish community.

The Teaneck synagogue,
then, unifies the Orthodox
Jewish community into an ef-

(Continued on Page 3}

‘Rav Poleyeff

T T (Continued from Page 4)

review it orce again, and then
add his own unique and incisive
chiddushim.

It was chiddushim which
Rav Poleyeff published in o
. sefer gvery len years to make

them readily available fo reb-~tntly—a—rabbi-in Brooklyn and

beim and students of ali Yeshi-
vof. The first, Machnei Israel,
_was _published in 1930. This
was followed in 1940 by B'air
Avrohom, in 1950 by Orach
Mishor, and in 1960 by Or
Hashemesh. As etich was pub-

lished they were acclaimed by
gedolim and were welcomed
with praise by the world of
Torah.

Following Rav Poleyeff’s death,
his son, Rabbi Israel Poleveff, a
mu:macb of Yeshiva and pres-

rebbe of the senior shiur at Ro-
gosin Yeshiva High School, in
fulfillment of his father’s request,
-compiling all

of Rav Poleyeff’s chiddushei
Torak, both published and un-
(Continued in following col.)

anid “ericom=
passmg the . University has be-
come, Torak learning at the Ye-

(Continued from previous col.}

published, into a simble, com-
plete unit. This undertaking was
completed this year, with the
publication of . the 3-volume
Orach Meiskorim. This set, too,
was widely acclaimed by gedolei
Torah, ahd is being used in ye-
shivot both here and in Israel.
The same cléar and lucid style
which distinguished Rav Pole-
yeif's shiurim, also’ marks his
written  chidduskim, making
them invaluable assets to Tal-
mud stady, T

A pcmern is readily notice-
able in the 370 simanim of

Rdv Polgyeff‘s sefer. Rav Pole-
yeff begins by citing af fengfh /|~~~

Cosar |

the section of the Gemara up-
(Contmued on Page T)

Mt e
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shiva, under the knowing and de-
Tiberate overseeing of Dr. Samuel
Belkin, its long time president,
-has kept pace and has retained
its individual integrity. Much
continuous’ *pressure to trans-
form Yeshiva into a Hildeshei-
mer Seminary; which was truly
an enterprise of synthesis, has
not found a symipathetic ear
from its president. The Yeshiva.
curriculum has, -hardly, or if at

“all,swerved ~from it erstwhite-

Lithuapian model and by the
same token the University in

courses is only little inhibited
by its association with Yeshiva
and it is- no léss academic cen-
ter of free and untrammeled
enquiry than other non-religious-
ly affidiated scheols of higher
learning. To be sure magy per-
ceive this arrangement tof be Ye-
shiva’s great weakness. Eul it is
this compartmentalization, 1 am
convinced, which is making for
the Insulated Jew who seems to
be ableto manage, better tham
Iis predecessors, the universal-
itic and particularistic tension of

choice of faculty, texts -and being Jewish. _
- f ) 4/'4/11:1/1/1‘ QAI m0
[ .L.Jl/l/{lr 72070 j/\)l/ 7750 ,

" (Continued from Page S)
they to be neglected and for-
gotten? »

In Europe where there was
little threat froml the world out-
side the ghetto gates, where the
general milieu was conducive to
“a_way of life that was consonan
with - “Sk’mirat HaMitzvol”? —
whether it was out of conviction
or simply a thatter of life style —
teaching " itrelévant -and/or esco-
teric parts of the Talmud could
possibly bear fruit. It was
through such sections that a
methodology in the mechanics of
Mishne and Gemara could be
sharply  developed;  analysis
could be most critical; one could
“learn how to learn.” However,
in today’s day and age, where
there is so much fallout absorbed
“fromt an outside world  where
everything must have a practical
purpose, a world which every
step of the¢ way challenges the
very nature and existence of
Torah, learning how to learn is
not enough!

I gravely doubt that there
is any rebhe, who is not enly
a Talmid Chacham but «a
Rosh Yeshiva as well, who
cannot transmit o derech in
learning regardless of the’
m'sechta he teaches. if so,
why not take relevant materi-
al, mdterial _which the tal-

mid can take with him into
his college classes and the

“secular world,” ‘mdterial that_

which can arm Him against a
possible _threat of danger to
his spiritual life? "Why  not
study topically, taking such

licable sugyot and dnalyz-
ing them in depth, throughout
shas, as seen through the eyes
of the Rishonim, and devel-

oped through the generations  ~ —

by the Poskim.

Through such a method not
only will the student learn

Gemara and-halacha but he will =

see  the connection between the
two. He will gain botlf 4 dereck
in learning. and -practical. knowla.
edge. The fabmid can now gain
a new understanding of the ka~
lacha — his “Derect haChaim”
=.and, theérefore, his very Jew-
ish essence. He wil} be.able to
go out of the Beit haMidrash
feeling equipped with the tools
to handle new challenges and
new experiences. Torak will be-
come a Torat Chaim rather
than merelyl an mtellectual ex-
cercise in mental gymihastics.
The price to be paid will be the
number of blat covered. The am-
munition needed is the prepar-
edness to break away from the
“traditional way.” But I believe
the reward will be great. “Ein
talmid lomeid Elaw Be’ makom
Shelebo -Rotzeh Bo.”

928-9824
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Schick Interviewed
On-Jewish Affairs

(Continued from Page 5)
political issues. Tn my opinion,
C.O.L.P.A. stands on two pillars:
(1) voluntary service by those
who are qualified to volunteer,
and (2) -service for anyéne-and
everyone in the Orthodox Jewish
community, ‘That includes YU,
Satmar, Lubavitch, Mizrachi, A-
gudah, Young 1Israel, the Ral-
binical organizations, and every,
one else.

CO.LPA. is therefore a po-
litical organjzation, not a group
where Orthodox lawyers can sit
around " and talk C.O.L.PA.
holds ings; itions.
Other assocations™ of Orthodox
Jewish profesesionals cannot .say
the same for themselves

HAMEVASER: Do you feel
that C.O.L.P.A. has realized its
potential?

Schick: T dont think it has
gone as far as it could have, but

it has not done badly for a six-

Sabbath observers in_ America.
The Equal Opportunity Com-
mittee has now outlawed job
discrimination on the basis of re-
ligious practices. Incidentally,
CTEPA workyefor any reli-
glous group discriminated For
example, the Amish people, who
end their secular education after
eight years; are fighting for their
rights against the Pennsylvania
Board of Education, who "are
forcing the Amish to extend their

defending the Amish in this case,
which is now before the Supreme
Court o -
HAMEVASER: " Hive
anything to say to the pre-law
and political science majors at
Yuz o
Schick: Yes. T hope you will use
your talents to hetter the Jewish
community. It's no big deal to
make money in law. But it is a
big deal to make a professional

year old organization. It i5 the
foremost organization defending

contribufion to Orthodox Juda-
ism.

... _several

Yoy’

Yahrzeit

(Continued from Page 6)

on which the succeeding com-
menfs will be made. This is
followed in careful and logical
sequence by various kushyot
and tirufsim by Rishonim and
Acharonim. All of this is then
followed by Rav- Poleyeff's
careful analysis climaxed by
his own thinking and chid-
dushim. Excess verbiage is
avoided in favor of brevity,
and unnecessary pilpul gives
way to clarity and a well-
integrated presentation.

Especially valuable is the
section of short hagahot on the

various Gemarot. No more
“than i i

siX_or;

length ‘on the average, they
reflect the careful analysis of
Gemarda, Rashi, and Tosafot
which marked Rav Poleyeff's
derech.

The ¢hiddushim are on four-
teen different m’sechtot, all
of which were studied at Ye-

iva, All_of the chiddushim
were first presented during the
shiur, and each went through

—-SOY Innovations

(Continued from Page.1)
University, the new Chavrusa-
Shiur -Program will be carefully
arranged. In this experimental
setup, senior and freshman stu-
dents” will study together two
hotrrs weekly in preparation for

oo

the re-evaluation of the structure
of RIETS. Several of the con-
troversial aspects of its program,
such as the rearrangement of Ta-
nack and Jewish History courses
in the regular Talmud curricu-
lum will be studied.
One-

a_hashkafa shinr to be p

four weeks. This would amount
to eight hours of preparation for

already in

by a Veshiva rabbi once every effect- is therClxa'umm Plan in

which top semicka students learn
Gemara with interested fresh-

the shiu#, undoubtedly making men. As a result, many partici-

it more meaningful and interest-
ing. If the program succeeeds, it
will be opened to all students;

meanwhile; “everyone is. invited

to join the skiurim. A committee
will be formed to select lecture
topics and speakers.

Yeshiva is also in need of a
Rabbinic Alumni Association, A
list of all the rabbinic alumni is
now being composed, and the or-

pating freshmen find that their
studies are easier and that their
Talmudic interest has soared.
Clearly the role of SOY in stu-
dent activities at Veshiva affects
everyone .and deserves collective
support. Secretary Hirsh ob-
served that with the exception of
three or four undergraduate ski-
wurim, the election results for shi-
ur representatives showed stu-

ganization will be formed as soon _dent interest in Yeshiva.as well

as they are contacted and some

as in SOY to be on the upswing.

operational guidelinés are drawii ff this observation proves cor-

up. Essentially, its functions and

responsibilitieswill be to.come Juctive

rect, the officers envision a pro-

into. contact ~with yeshiva
students and to discuss with
them the various problems of
veshiva Tife, “Some atumni will
also be._ invited to give lectures.

“In addition, ene dormant idea
which affects the most students
may be rejuvenated’ this year:

the B’'nei ha¥Yeshiva.

The final date to register for
the Semicha Program, Septem-
ber 1972, is April 15, 1972.
All “applications must be in
at that time.

,Plec.:.sev have your next prescription
filled af the '
Gotham Drug Store
1407 ST. NICHOLAS AVENUE
o "(Nexf door to Mu/oolworth);u

year for SOY and for

were " findlly recorded and
published.

Rav  Poleyeff's 46 years
spanned the era of Veshiva's
greatest growth, and paralleled
the careers of all of the greatest
Gaonim at Yeshiva: The Meit-
chiter Illui, 2’4, Rav Shimon
Shkopp, z¢'7, Rav Moshe Solo-
veitchik, z¢', and Rav Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, yibadel lechayim.

The ‘second“of Kislev, 5732,
marked the fifth year since the
voice of another giant in learn-
ing, another gadol hader, Rav
Moshe Aharon Poleyeff, 2’tl, was
stilled forever.

JSS Student Poll

(Continued from Page 1)
course has been questioned on
the basis of the resuits of the
Ulpan method employed by an
instructor -during the fast year
and a half. Fifty.cight percent
of the students concluded that
the reguirement should.be main-
tained, while 38% sought to
change the two-year ruling. Be-
cause of the large number of
fimsatisiied  students; we -must

The  Editor<in-cihef and
Governing Board of HAMI-
VASER wish to bestow a
heartfelt refuah sh'leimuab to
Rav Samuel Volk. May the Al-
| mj nt him a_speedy
return. to his shine in good
health and long 1ifé,

conclyde that some version of
the language curriculum must
be instituted-to increase interest
in the course.

The second major question on
the evaluation dealt with the
affendance regulations. An over-
whelming 72% of those polled
“tem, with over one-third 6 these
students catling for unlimited
cuts for all students and more
than one-half of the student
body wvoicing their- opinions for
unlimited cuts for upper-class-
men.

The adoption of a “P-N“ op-
tion in two credit courses also
received wide spread support.
Over 86% of the students
polled felt this new innovation
would be beneficial for JSS
students. Of the 86%, approx-
imately 50% felt the privilege
should be made available to
all students. The assets of such
a program are obvious: it

would afford the student more
time to concentrate on his
Talmud and Bible study and
at the same time derive the
benefits of enrolling in a
course he might otherwise not
have chosen to take.

Forty per cent of the student
body felt that some change in
the Bible curriculum should be
instituted. In question js the
present practice of studying V-
yikra during the junior year and
Banmidbar and D'varim, one se-
mester cach, in the senjor vear,
Sume students felt that D'yurim
should be studied for a year and
Vayikra and Bumidbar split up

uded a semester of
the latier three Seforim and a
firal semester which would in-
corporate
of the commentaries, and the
Tatmud.

The final question of mdjor
significance dealt with the es-
tablishment of an official ISS

nine students voiced opposi-

isi disapproved of the present sys- tion 1o the plan which wilt
‘hefore._they —prove To be the “major objer=

tive of the student-faculty. cur-
riculum committee. Programs
in discussion include a year in
an’ Israeli Yeshiva and a year
of combined Torah and univer-
sity study.

The course evaluation did not
really provide any surprises as
far as student opinion is con-
cerned, but it did' provide the
student members of the JSS Se-
nate with statistics which will
strengthen student claims. It is
hoped that their results will
bring ~fruitful- accomplishments
in terms of regulation reform
when the JSS Senate convenes.

Tel. 928-3055

Free Delivery
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'LEFTERIS KESOGLIDES,

- your well-liked expert &&er, opened his new Barber Shop under the name
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N On" Love And Hate ,

by ELYAKI

Halucha often requires one to  borderline, however, hetween ac-  cult to love their perpetrator.

walk a very thin line. Without
near-perfect balance, the most
careful \\'ﬂlkbn‘; are” likely to
stumble. But the kalache does
rot abandon them. It still tells
them on which side it is, better
to fall. :

The mitzvak of uhloading and
reloading a struggling animal be-
kins with the words, “Should
you see the donkey of your en-
emy.” The Gemara in Pesachim
(1138), assuming that the Tarak
IS addressing  shomygi mitzvot,
infers that a Jew is permitted,
under certain circumstances, to
have an enemy. This is in the
case of a sinner, whom one is
obligated to hate.

Tosafot, however, raises an

" objection. The Gemara says in
Baba Mezia that if one has to
unload a friend’s danimal and

ceptable sinak and sinah gemu-
rak is bhard to define. Tf the
Mitgvakh of ahavak applies even
to reskaim whom one is obligated
to hate, how is the inherent con-

tradiction between the two emo- .

tions reconciled?

“Perhaps the most workable

SOY cordially invites all stu-
dents to attend the Annual
Chanukah
wood Goflin, guest performer.
Admission and ref)

Free.

way out of this dilemma was the
one_accepted by several recent
authorities, according to whom
ore-must—hate only the sevil fi
men, not men who are evil,
Hatred can never be directed

toward but onlw t

Chagigab. Sher- |

According o Rov Avraham
Grodzenski, rosh yeshiva of
Slobodka in the pre-war peri-
od, A great deal of self-per-
fection is needed-io order to
acquire both the hatred of evil
and the love of men. To the
discerning mind q@nd in the
practice of the perfected man,
neither oftitude violates the
domain of the other.”” =
Unfortunately, perfefted men
are in considerably shorter up-
ply than discerning minds. The-
oretical considerations aside, the
practical attainment of this mi-
dak is- difficult, ‘perhaps nearly
impossible for some. Often, the
unfortunate choice has to be
made — to indulge in hatred of =
evil which will uncontrollably
encompass the sinner as well, or
to- maintain one’s love for all

Rav Kook’s position may
come as something of a shock.
How tould a man universally
known for his extreme ahavat
Yisrael, :accused of being too

compromising with secufarist— “which  without

Jews, advocate an atfitude
which would rule aut aghavah
completely? As o matter of
fact, the dispute befween him
and Rav Grodzenski has litile

. to do with the relative domi-

nance of ahavah and sinah in
the ideal relationship with
reshaim. It is based rather on
two differing views on the na-
ture of sinah shel mitzvah.
Rav Grodzenski views the
hatred of evil in conventional
ferms. “One cannot compro-
mise with evit,” he says, “for

The Editor-in-chief and
Governing Board™ of HAME-

M KRUMBEIN
akavak. 1t is not even disjnin
il

from it. Sinak, paradoxical
seems, is & grounded

in

ahavak. “We join together fwo ,

he  writes
the - exabted
thought would have heen irre
concilable opposites: sacred zeql
for God and His Torak .,

spiritual  trends,”

and

a tolerance full of love
peace.”
Ahavah means love for

every ben Yisrael because of
his inner_ spiritual valve. “Be-
cause of the deep love which
we feel towards our people,
and our concern for its fate,
we strive to bring the spirit
of God to all its sons.”” Sinah
results when that striving fails,
and frustration sets in.

“It'is very, very hard to love
a Jew who flagrantly violates
the Torah. As long as we know

reload an enemy’s, it is better
\to reverse the usual order and
ireload the enemy‘s first, “in

~brder fo subdue one's yerzer -

hara.” But if the Torah deals
with an enemy whom one is
obligated to hate, what is the
value of subduing one’s yetzer
hara? Tosafot answers that
“since he hates the sinner, the
sinner hates him in return, and
this situation <an lead to sinah
-gemurah (i.e., hatred which is
not permitfed)”, in which case
subduing one’s yélzer is de-
sirable, . ...
" The idea which Tosafot pre-
sents to us, that-the obligation
to hate reshaim is not sweeping
or unqualified, -is supported by
other sources as well. The exact

a_pérson
wards his evil acts or .thoughts.
The obligation of akavaek, how-
_ever, is directed
son, regardless of any crimes of
which he may be guilty. This
view was accepted by the Tanya
as well: as by leaders of the
Mussar movement.

This formulation, neat as it
is, does not lend itself fo easy
fulfillment in practice. The
amount of sélf-discipline it re-

- Fwo- prominent—twentieth~

men, even though it means a
callous insensitivity towards ri-
shut.

tury figures “tackled this' prob-
lem, but arrived at different con-
clusions.“R’z’iv”Grod_genski, in an
essay which originally. appeared
in Slobodka's periodical Knesses
Yisrgel, could not sanction any

—| marriage to_the former Malka

VASER extend a hearty mazel
tov to Saul Mashbaum, former "
Copy FEditor, on his recent

Sinowitz.

that would” be compromising
the honor of God.” The hatred
of evil stems from the love of
God. He who is occupied with

That some individual,
brother, eats that which is im-
pure Yo us or violates Shabbat
—-and-the-festivals, -all-of which
prevents us from being broth-
ers and sons of one nation,
from. eating and drinking to-
gether, from sharing in all as-
pects of national unity which
breed love and brotherhood—

personal hatred whatsoever. If'4- ' 'avodat hashem is revolted by the pain is soul-deep and in-

person feels that he cannot hate
evil without hating people, then
“the fulfillment of this great

quires is "@i Any
who loves his morally guilt-

-titzveh is neb- for him: This
itzvak was weant for~ Fzadik:

ridden nei r-must-e

his own aftitude towards sin
for excessive tolerance. Con-
.versely, anyone who is truly
revolted by violations of the
Torah, will find it quite diffi.

im” Rav Avraham Yitzchak
Kook, on the other hand, con-~
sidered insensitivity to evil too
high a price to pay for a clean
heart.

»

violations of His will.

curable.”’
This- sinak is not a revulsion

our

But part of the service of God
is ahavat reim. Tf-the hatred of against violations of the divine
evil will inevitably lead ‘to hatred  will. It s the frustration of being
of people; theft==fhev v'al faaseki. kept apart. It is bitterness at not
It is better to sin passively than being able to join together in

actively.

n Rav. Kook’s view, however,
hatred of evil bossesses a differ-
ent aspect. It does not oppose

P

that role which is the tachlit of

the Jewish people. Even if this

sinak crossed the line and became
(Continued on Page 4)

-

ing ‘Editor

 The Morality Of Violence? _

“In the face of the scope and
infensity of this sanctioned ag-
gression (This aggression occur-
ring on a global scale) the tradi-
tional distinction between. Jegiti-
mate and illegitimate violence
becomes questionable. If legiti-
mate violence includes, in the

daily routine of “pacification”"

and “liberation” wholesale burn-
ing, poisoning, bombing, then
the actions of the radical opposi-
tion, no matter how illegitimate,
cah hardly be called by the same
“-mameissiolence”—Herbert Mar-
cuse. ' . )
“There is a -violence. that lib-
erates, and there is a violence
that. 1 there is_ moral
vielence and stupid, immoral vi-
olence—Benito Mussplini.

-.____The juxtaposition of the above
two quetations' is not.for the .

purpose of suggesting. political
affinity between Marcuse and
Mussolini.” (Though careful an-
alysis of the rights of mirorities
in their ideal political states

would undoubtedly reveal great - ;
What [ wish _face. value..Amos Kenan, aleftist— nity, discussions over- the ef-

- ._/nreas of similarity)
‘to” emphasize, however, is the
danger of rhetoric increasingly
unrelated to reality. Marcuse de-

nounces U.S. bombings in Viet-
nam; hence, he says, those who
oppose these. actions by’ taking
retaliatory measures- cannot be
condemnd-as American leaders
can be. There are 2 number of

faulty propositions Kere, but the

greatest stuﬁi ity committed is
that of Marcuse, who seems to
believe. that radical violence in

America is motivated more by

Vietnam 'than by personal psy--

chological hangips of those com-
mitting the violence. "The -error
being made is. taking. people at

Israeli journalist, has angrily de-
clared that “It is'a shocking fact
that the Vietnam War has cost

the Vietnamese people a miltion
casualties, while all it has
brought to European vouth is
the new ‘fashion of longer hair.”
‘Kenan has, of coutse, overstated
the cas,'e,ﬂb‘ut one need not be
overly perceptive to recognize

that an American youth who bé-
Tieves he’s emulating the “heroic”
‘Viet Cong by attacking a domes:
tic cop, is delyding himself, both
about the Viet Cong and about
the ultimate ‘seriousness of , his—
~own venture ‘and courage.
Within the Jewish commu-

—violehi

of IDL ot the moment, but only
to note a personal fear.
Rabbi Kahane has often ob-
served, and correctly so, that
the news media ignore peace-
ful demonstrations, and that
his JDL-sp i clashes with

by JOSEPH TELUSHKIN

Few people are clear on what
measures there will be. (The
current poster, “Save Kosygin’s
Life—Don’t let Sylvd Zalman-
son die,” is, t am afraid, more
bravado than reality). There is,
perhaps, greater ity on”

police ond Russions have cata-

pulfed Soviel Jewry into the
papars. There is great truth in

this, and b see.this hypecrisy:
at work (of the news media

whe profess abhorrence with.

violence, yet serve as its great-

est promoters) one need only

be a regular reader of the

New York Times:

demon-

ever, is_this. Peaceful
A N sode b

giy
more violent, reports on peace- .

ful marches were eclipsed. But
one. in.th " .

nature of most JDL violence
{trying to break through police
lines to get ot the Russion mis-*
sion) are also less newsworthy
to @ by-now mare jaded pub-
lic. The implication is cleay: If
s the way of pro
ing Soviet Jewry into the news,

ficacy and moratity of

- with the advent and expansion "

then §
have —inewsably— proliferared

t ingly large- doses,
or rather variant, more ex- -
treme  doses _wil ‘needed:

ject:

what actions are not proper.
" Most peoplé rightly felt that
the shooting into the Soviet
‘mission in October wos stupid.
It did, indeed, ptoject Soviet
Jewry into”the news, but in
association with an action that
did little to help them. R
It-is obvious that Americans
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