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"~ Rav Soloveitchik Studles_ Natlonal Rehguous Party Rlays -
‘Dual Aspect Of Purim ~ - ‘Decisive Role In-Israeli Politics

by Pinchas Weinberger - _ aware of the difficulty of . being Th 3y)f18haya Shalchon Jew” is  so important for the

"On Monday evening, March 4, involved in both elements of Purim dul e Istaeli political scene is never ~clections or torm a_minority sup-, resolution of this isswe will deter-

1974, Rabbi Joseplr B. Sofoveitchik ~Simultancously instituted the Fdst of (u ot peaceful. Ah.er:very elec:  ported govérnment. Ironically, it is = piqe who will have the o right 1o

_ .iddressed the -student bﬂd-)k of -Estheron the day ding-Purim.——Hon thﬁre_Js the i Lo - llessu&ssuehas-de&ens&mfﬂtets_or dictate religions poﬁéy i Ereu

ity The evening of  The Fast of Esther then becomes the maneuvngtl_fr:g a;‘df, e ; k’; te“'bmm’ ;"“hdr;‘“l that ¢ Fisract:

lolah “lﬂ‘{_m_&dmx_ed daX pi stpplication _and _prayer. power on the part of individuals an 0 bring down t government, | but The _situation is further com-

e T mlhb Puirim day is the. day of celehration POUCHL-parties. - Governments are_rathe it W plicated - by dissension _and. rife

and Dr. Samuel Soloventchlk The and thdnksngmg Yet, the Fast of Ohly formed after hagglmg and The Wh" is a Jew” quesuon IS within the Mizrachi. Certain leaders

{ollowine s g £oib Esther is an jnstrinsic part of the cOMpromising in. which. .di e fardecp 51 The Mizrach; Wish 1o leave the
Ty — Pis—ot—th Purim - cxperiénce . and not— an... parfies . sometimes ldeologxga.lly d the Q_olmcal gwemmem becasse. of-“Who- isa .

--— = The Talniud i Tractate Megilgh _ Unrelated-addendum:— —— — UPFO’SI?G 10 ¢ach oth esce info theril._ The .. jev. Fhese teaders feel that such a—

43, stablishes the requirement for 7t WHAE physical 2 coalition governm Mizrachi, as the ma}or religious  gractic step as _leaving the govern-

- the.reading the_Megilah at night _ Phenomenon is the dialectical The aftermiath of the.December . party, feel that.all religious matters ent would ‘prove t6' the rank -and

file membership that Mizrachi is

(Purim _. night) and s aépect of Purim found? It'is found 31 election proved -no dxtferem should be left to them. On the other

__ _repitition_during the_ day.. Rabbi P the haman expenencieﬂMan sa. 7 - hand. the  secular  parties 1deahstlcenou h-to surrender all
YJ hua hen Levi nunfpcyn Pyt frightened “being, ot in_the - ____representing the non-religious Jew —pri by mable:; e
for ‘this practice from the 22nd psychological sense, but rather m N l such as the Indgp@dentvbbera] in the government .in order fo
”Psalm. \vhlfh shows ‘man in despa the ! and e o Ae,li)s ALla Ys"s i} Party believe that it ‘s'un?aignﬁ 2 uphold its religious principles. It

4 T C -would also show that Mizrachis
freedoms for '\”311310“5 Jews to aetions are not politically motivated,
- impose_restrictions- (such _as the pyi - rather are motivated ' and
Ouglr poitica v curfailment.. of Dus —service on  determined by the guideli es’ set
order as_the Israehs had only Saturday, profyibition of selling gown by the {}‘dolmguSui}llnascnsoen
.. recently emerged from a devastating port, etc. . .) on irreligious Jews. It is would strengthen and consolidate
Man’s Fear - war terribly scarred and wére in the for this rgason that the “Who is a (Coniinued on P,
The reahtx of anticipation has - midst of delicate negotiafions with on-Page 3)
man lookmg toward the future - his Kissinger and the Arabs,” the Rabb T dl I nat
mcertaintty—breeds— HENT—The 31 election-was-the-most ———— L 1 endler Initiates. -
reality of anticipation leaves man in  divisive election ever- - - M d l Eth ~ L
a constant staté of need. Man - The ruling labor coalition lost its e lca ICS eCtU reS
cannot judge his.state by his present  majority in the Knesset and was by Chaim- Brickman is not a situation ethics which may
clrcumstances alone hence man lorced to seek other parties ““h “There is never a point of conﬂlct change or be suspended under
find%—2-cond =

anxiety who unlike the animal fves
not: only in the perceptual reakty -
€ e a

p e
the realmes of memory and . an- .
tlclpatmn

gove ment Tradmonally, the‘
[ i Party,

'Imlor

) condemns a robber _no matter how
i i esperately mpovenshed the
C«helbom the-sidme of 01a.h quutk d, as reflected by Psalm 11413'&&1(
as 4 basis for this peactice from the. Yisraels- o Phalm of = v o5 = u
30th Psalm which-expresses m ' its, coalition, the'labor  Qpservance m Medical School.” - that transcend issues o
Gd. ._AContinued ¢n QJgge 5) " partywrﬂ éither-have:to-all for new On Wednesday evening, Febriary ~ place:”
Rabbi. Yehoshua ben Lev P —20) “Rabbi—Fendler ~addressed -5 Jahb.li:ndlﬂr X
identifies the readirig of the megilah C TI thur gy F Or The Rabbl mixed audi of  both d tbasis of Toraly medical
with petitioning of G-d from the’ ie and alumni on the ‘critical fssue of ethics is the infinite value givén to
depth of misery. Rabbi Chelbo "Y Joseph Rosenblnh N . century Jacob: beén'Moses Ha-Levi euthanasia. Dr. Tendler opined that. - humai. fife..Consequently, Jewish
identifies the megilah reading witha Issac - Elchanon M‘ll,hp '(MahaﬂLl) - the grgat the ennre question of euthanasia is  ethi since 2 human
ical ‘Seqinary” (RIETS) has
instituted a2 new program. for

of praise of G-d. In"fact, both-of Semicha students, namely that they
thése elements. are found in thé may take two Cantonal Trammg
megilah. .On__the  one.-hand. the -- Jnsmm.e < T Tass of
megilah represents the cries and - ppi ‘"& Rabbi ca.lled them membye}'s ‘of @ “class ©

.supplications of distressed man (SR)course. CTI gives instruction in clerical musicians.” Ia recent years
" ‘before his cteator. On the other cantillation for the Torah -and H¢ rabbi has-again taken on this

nt expression -describing the

rabbls of the fourteenth cenrury,
tarly - M

haiid, the megilak is also the ex- ~Megillot;chants for the Ashkenazic . i '; “ It was fel‘t .
Ot Prafseam song o Gy ephardic yearly cycle; SHolar T "
for redeeming” His people. blowmg, hlstory of Jewish “ang. ~Tamiliarized with-the -chants-of -the

. Dialectical Character - - general'music; as welf as courses in - hfurgy and. the cantillations of the
< The dialectical character of the__mfisic theory, ensemble, and pxano Bpt:::‘ fm]h:(f imself is often called
megilah is also ‘found within the Supplementary Rabbinics ° 0 "l
\Purglm expenenie it is well known . course is scﬁgduled iory two houts, prayer and .tc,' chant ":eirtam _sect(ons
that Puri'is a day of gaiety and’ fwo- CTI courses, lasting an’ hour .. O (¢ Bible: In-addition, since the
.cefebration. However, Purim_ also ’ each, are ani equivalent substitition. rabbiis thg«overs‘eer of all religious
includes an element of prayer. Itis a In Ashkenazic Lands - activities. in . the Synagogus, h e " ‘Rabbi M.D.
day of deep meditation. Chazal  As far back as the fouricenth . SHOUId"be thoroughly familiar with - :
A S - - thie prayer patterns (Nasach) ﬂle—ﬁextncabre Tiiiked 10 the qué:
musical sefvice. ._“‘Society 1
In an inferview with _arfuned. to.accept the e f ieally-speaking,-one-may
HAMEVASER _ Cantor Nulman, euthanasia_because it-has already: say-that a p:ece of infinity is also
! director of a(;l’l cited {rqn;m E}ﬁeﬂ epted ion. If a d that’s _infinite. Rav Tendler concluded his_
Py e o Rabbelny ~ Eliyahu ve. y ks by - pointi
Euthanasia; Story of the Kippah g AP 41 Mifvilun, “the- Gaon-woulkd 58Y, - who is aimost dead 1s nof alive: 1f T out -that Svéry - Society, vtk -th
Jewish Magic” . E . ’ that a person caninot understand the gan catchyou on the first part of the . exception of a Torah society, puts a
: . N trop {te” amm:) ;:d Tanacl;) dSO}l"SS life cycle, I can catch you on the . price;-tag on human- life. . Torah
- . . g “thiat. were ‘played: on the duchan * second part'of the life cycle as well.”  socicty, therefore,. is the only safe
&bllcal Cantiﬂahons ! . . N (pl rm) of the .Bet Hamikdash, . Rabbi PTendlar alled’ this the socleg, for in all othermeﬁ:; one
Mnacle oft theState of Isrﬁel . . : and the secreis of Tikunei. Hﬂ"hal‘ Dnmmo Theory in Eﬂm:s, nately, -miust’ always “fear _ that someday
- - = isti the issue of Hon-fell; .the: - som “will: be. willing to pay the
Ecmomtcs intheTalmud . . . L . ! i - stage. was"set for :the fail of
5’/ fian lew hE 4 tlon } . . 1 An euthanasia along with !tz ; The Amencan Orthodox Jewnsh

o-Rabbi

-5 _univeal and_ non: 4
tiable, “Halakhah is applied_to' arguing the
specific .cases; . Halakhah. is . not: JEW whilé' ‘¢the: question of
revised to fit specific cases “fmh |+ eContined on Paged).




HWWASER urges all the Yeshiva community

to attend the. memorial- gathering for Rav Zaks
which will be led by Dr. Belkin, a long time friend
former chaveusa of Rab Zaks. Dr. Belkin will
reminisce about Rav Zaks and recite a shiur once
delivered by Rav Zaks in Europe. The asaifah will
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and £ina Michael College Student Council. Printed at KC Automated
Printing Systems Inc. The views of signe. articles are those of the

take place, G-d willing, on Thursday, March T4, at
11:00.A.M. We hope that all students will attend 1
and pdy their final respects to Rav. Zaks, of - e
‘blessed memory. .

by J

in. Furst Hal‘!‘ when my erstwhile ﬁ"iend,

HAMEVASER or Yeshiva University. £ditorial policy isdetermined by a
majority vote of the members of the Caverning Board. Advertising
rates are avallaym;xm request. Subscription rate: $2.00 per year.
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JOSEPH EPSTEIN
Editor-in-Chief

11y

erenniah ran by JTMOSE KAOCKINY e, OVeT, (JUite Stattied 15 s
of my attacker. “Yérmy", I yelled, “Wh'gt is the mattet with you?"”

[ am trying fo save the world,” Iie streanied back. -

* Are you crazy? There are enough nuts in- the world. We QOn’L need any

The administration has been generally
negligent  concerning plans of the Israeli Kollel
originally scheduled fo open next year. To-the more’ problems!” "

“confusion of all no real ‘information h§s been 'Annoyed, Jerm.ykbegan to give me a lecture on the problems he was going
_announced_since the. beginning Of, thls Year, o solve, Like the prophets of yore he Jashed out at everything. -
leaving many Semicha students unsure astotheir  «Jyst fook at the problems of Istael,” e said. “We don’t éven know who
future plans. Many made sure to take the class in  is Jewish. These lousy converts are messing up our nation: The Religious :

 BENJAMIN YASGUR

CHAMM.BRICKMAN
. Assoc Editor .. .

. SenlobEdifer

Yoreh Deah this year in case credit would not be parties are all split up over politics. To join or 1igt to joi, that is the
given for its study in Israel Married and engaged question. Even the tﬁéﬁﬁﬁakaﬁbfjaiﬁlgwmjwm;mvfﬁ -
couples wera.waiting anxiously to find out_how thewar. Why peopl -can't-live-therel The inflation is so bad, prices are so
to plan for the comipé vear. As it turfied out alf- high, th are just 5o ¢ ] Aexp'gnswel Bettt:ﬂi'f:;mL than—ahve'—-afsr, I

_ .. Mendging Editor _

EHEZER

Contributing Editor

SHAYAWEXLER

these maneuvers and worries were for nought. ey OST MHSSION2 BeTwaielt * be-wored
et o : - _ about: We should burn ‘em out, get rid ‘of them. Everyon , everyone
The tsraeti Kotiel witt ot openrnext year—There o o S Taany SOORES. "

hates each other. Golda Meir resigns, mew. G
. o Even our leadets show their lack of unity. Why even Rav Goren and Rav
announced.shortly, hopefully before this edition "yt gon't speak to each other — pubjl,icallyythey blast each other. We
comes out but this is ardly enough. Plans forthe gon't have enough tzarot. The Arabs are ready to kilf us any day:How can.
opening of the Israeli Kollel should be taken iife continue under such pressure. Wht about the religious status-quo —
seriously, or year after year, important decisions the spirit of Israel. No one understands; all too few Jews-evenrearel™ - — .-
Flustered and sweating, my friend Jermy conldn't continue. The strain
showed. I tried to calm him but he broke away fron fie. His energy amazed " -
- e Oh-Gud doakat :

ith-hiis firey 3

2 A
efforts should be made towards suffering people. Look at all the problems. Not only in Israel, but.also here
. in America. It's just as bad here —even worse.” -

EPHRAIM BUCHWALD MENACHEM SCHRADER "3t indications that the Rosh Kollel ‘will - be
Contributing Editor Feature Editor
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Feature Editor Nows Editor
R "Yw -—wilbe pushed-off. Vital information, such as the
ISRARLD hoiipiainstied sum _of money that wi allotted to married showe
~ . Edltor Emeritus andsingle Talmidim s be decided upon and ime. LOOKmgup
released. All
. pening-theKollel with + delay
ASSOCIATE BOARD On this side of the Mediterranéan, .-the
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American Kollel is also having its problems, It is. .

reported that ordained students will not be able
to reamain paid members of the Kollel. As is well
known, many of the best Talmidei chakhamim of

What was I going (0 do with riiy Iriend. THis was niot the same T
had grown up with and knew for so many years: He had turned into a real
pessimist. Everything was going wrong for him. The poor guy had the
problems of World Jewery on his mind -— he couldn’t rest. -

Breakirig out of his temporary trance he continued passionately: “Lock in
America! Look at the assimilation-tampant! Intermarriage — one out of
faith! The Reform movement is almost

~ Rav ZaksZ" I -

our Kollel are in this category, or will benext eyery three Jews marries out of the
year. 1t s hard to-Tmagine-what the-Yeshiva-will— 2
gain by their transferring to other " Kollels lost a third of‘our people. The Conservative movement is a threat to true
throughout the city, specifically to an institution - Judaism. They wantyrecognition of their pracfises but"the fakes will get
which is clearly competing with YU in several 'theifs. They mistepresent Judaism. Jewish education is failing: it doesn’t
afeas a ken eral of our best  reach enough of the-youth. Not enough kids go to 'the day 'schools or to
- i horme—_Yeshivat And even 1he Yeshivor Gon Tlivenp I their Tesponsibilites. MO
“better; the schuots shouid trave friore money: No-morey for amy
projects: The best-ifistitution going bankrupt; Wé-areso-sphit- up-What: — -~
Jewish leader is going to open his-mouth tommorrow and split the Jews in
_another-direction. So many problems: Kashrut, Shabbat, the secular i
Huences, mainzerim, agnot, no end. to the fzarot. N PR,

? N 1 Pheire-T " < il b
ead - theirarembers-ar JewsTheir-Femples-are-shells,—we-hav

rs should be' ]
"good Jewish

rétain them in some capacity in the Yeshiva, until
the time comes’ when their_talents can
utilized. ’

" Chofetz Chaim .of blessed mel
-~ supervised - the—pubf

_HAMEVASER along- with all the Bnei

HaYeshiva note with extreme sorrow the passing
of Rav- Menachem Mendel Zaks. Both as a
teacher -and bochen, Rav Zaks devoted thirty
years of his life to the bochurim of our Yeshiva.
His renown as a great scholar was not limited to
Yeshiva University but exténded to all Orthodox

Jewish circles. As the sonrindaw and fiterary

executor of .Rav Yisroel Meir HaCohen, the
ry, Rav Zaks
tication—of -many- of-the
“sainted -Chofetz Chaim’s works including his
magnum opus, the Mishna B'rarah. HAMEVASER

- extends condolences to the Zaks" family and.to

those who were close to him. May the

Allinighty
mess o M1 ar

Jerusalem. " ! ’ ! .
At was uitfortunate that many students were

“<unaware of the passing of Rav Zaks because of

the administration’sfailure to apprise the'student
body of his deather. No official announcement
of regret was made at the time. HAMEVASER

“does not feel that a passing reference in a YU

public relations release does justice to this great

 Tzaddik: We hope that-in the future such a S owed-to-keen pace with the times, in guality
e &t . and quantity.

Admittedly, their presence as paid memribers 16 Interrupt him. A crowd had gal and-they wefe teady o
the ~Kollel ‘wilt ~take “its —tolt ~on" the-Semicha * lynch-him:1 dragged-himout to-the street-and warned- that if he-wanted-to—
students trying to get in. But if the Ad- refaiii in onePiece he had better keep quiet. I knew he wouldii't listen, We
ministration” were to foflow its- claim of the . needed another probiem as if we didn’t have enough problems already, ' ..
Yeshiva is the closest thing to its heart the Thelast 1 heard about him was that he had-immigrated to the Holy Land.
number-of Kollel members should be raised and - guess after he had solved all the probiems here, he wanted to fry hig
their allotments increased. $pecial note must be _ successiul teehniques in Iscael. T
takersof the administration i ing S0 What else is new. . -

the Kollel membership this year. However, the i A
Kollel subsidy must be raised from its 1964 levels. Special note must be taken of the efforts of the staff of HAMEVASER in
- publishing this double edition.. Special- thanks are extended to Rabbi

_This expansion must now enter fts second stage ing
and the-advanced students must be encouraged . Benjamin Blechi, Dr."Aaron Levine, Motiis Manii, Eliezer Diamond and™ ¥
Moshe Berlove for their 1t efforts in ion of - their h

to continue their learning. " articles which enst SO paration f T
T AL atime‘ when. the university-is' making plans . ﬁx;;évvaxsl]cik are appearing for 1nt§\al pub?lcanon in this issue of
to open a law school as early asl'1975f' without %45 ko significant that this edition of HAMEVASER is being published
any ! . ne quality ol Sﬁmengs and-sp ol by all th d ils.0f the Jewish Studi .
$ le'l< gleit,l it may l?f:we“ g) e;eﬂ?nndber tsfha;t th;? Thisis the first time in several years that HAMEVASER is being published
A oflel “is weil-respe ’ - Wts . Isracil under this united sponsorship. Personally I hope that this significant step of
counterpart will no dgubt be equal it in both‘m -uhity and harmony will continue into future yearsdor the betterment of out
quality and reputation. The Jewish Studies - yeshiva and its ideals. I must thank Irwin Gross of SCY, Michael Bloom of -
Division is the heart of Yeshiva University. It.is EMCSC for their efforts in this area. T .
they who give Yeshiva its life and uniqieness. - L ST
The Kollel represents in miniature the peak of the | The new’ 5735 ¢ 76y :
] ) inmini ° ] 5735 (1974-75) HAMEVASER gencral staff will be chosen

Jewish learning experiencein YU. it too must be' | shordy. Positions are available on the Governing Board, ‘Associate Board

and Staff. All interested students are urged. to_apply. Please submit your | -
address (room number where appi ply- F ur,

Divisions.

fity. i s -

of bright young nien, each outdoing
. the other in’ exhibitions of shame.

- degradation’

‘cheerfil apd

FOETeOTTUI:

‘Letters To The Editor: YU

To the Editor of HAMEVASER: Wwhich he denied, :
Over the past year, we have grown vehemently as he did any suggestion

DETIEnce o J;)seph Epstein (M219), or Chaim Brickman (M509) before -

zl:ll:lxisrdaymMarchIZ;, 1974, Present HAMEVASER staff members :re
e Yy h ek Py

. e"ed itimg? Y for new positions unless they prefer remaining in their

Underground

display at Port_Authority: Terminal |
it Washington Heights, the author ™ T
~of the article writes: o ignored him? If so, I'm sorry the smelly -dye on  pro-Abortion

of course,_ aws.

his

ere was
conduct.” ™
b was,

d.to the public

Nolonger amused by tales of smoke-
bombs af Muskie headquarters,
mice at Muskie sp ete; -etc.

ete.’miany’ Americans believe ‘that. Jesus
their: activities represent.a nadir of

S.methpennf

political-progess: I-for onie; do-not --MIsSIO
find’ it incongfuous’ that: the most
unrecaleitrant of those

century” 'oralitj( of fair play,” hails.

frot a bickgrotind of shumads a fact * thedisruption of a Beth Bar'Shalony

therefote; "Somewhat
“perturbed by your .article  “The

d,’”. dealing with “Ant.
Commandos” who devote
much of their time to the disruption
inthe wabuse vof they - 5 51 ' ludago-Ghristiang'

B eionii %mﬂj“@*of
their ‘tactics,- as . deserd
article, are highly commendable;

" involved, Full of scorn for the “18th = others.are less savory; Let me ‘note ;
; one particular episode; Teporting on ~ missionaries oveupied

S “When the police finally came to ;pthor,of the article didn’t mention litefature, perhaps heckle a

disperse the student group, con- behavioristic atheist into 'the
tingency measured had already gone bargain? . o
into -effeéct; “someone had ‘“‘inad- N Qne wonders bow much . this
vertently” spilled a bottle of smelly 2 violent amaphylaxis to the red.cape
ining most of Consciona Abortion” Laws are. of the label *‘Christian” is véstigial
T gxpﬂt)ses;ldo we t;;el the need to to. the culture-attitudes = of
T simi ounterbalance ¢~ vociferous.  assimilationisny; for which: Judaism
LR bt thice tbisdics SHOPWARLI™ i dbfned 42 b ppostal of
" been, _the assimilated Jewish conimiinity? whiitever one thought “Christianity —
over. “inag tly,” spilled on DO We urge the use of unheroic, * believed in Qe can’t help thinking
_ Lubovitch.. Mitzvah-sheets? . Have ClVilized, methods, such as the ballot of the gutsy Congervative rabbi on _
alt -the dsats DOX, 10 express our mora}rdisap-~ Ling  Tslahd who -invited @
. (Cantinued on Page 3) .

Do we see fit to exhibit the same
z¢al when confronted by other

the Yeshiva. Un- i
obnoxious trends? When yua-

dye onto the box ¢

Wy

described. in “the

" at thie Ray's Yahrzelt Shier and then P""V" 79" do-we edurageously pour
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’ Mov’ing Forward

I'e

’)?nally nieet, con

SOY President
YU In Retrospect

by MICHAELJ BLOOM s
As We near the mid- -point,of the second semester, ; the ISS student council
is working very dilligently to make t]ﬁs year’s Seforim sale a most succéssful
one. I would like to' take this opportunity to. thank the Treasurer of the
‘Council, Stan Frohlmgcr for hls tireless efforts as Chairman of this“event
eater success than ever, In

X my many mlsglvmgs about the institution I have basically fourid.what I was
Y .

by IRWIN GROSS:

.Thc qugstion has been. put to me several times that if I am so dissatisfied
vylth the.way the Yeshiva and the university is run that 1 don’t simply leave
for another Yeshiva and-or college. The answer is, of course, that in spite of

fdJearn by fine falmidel chach aid

~ Mafdal Holds
Key To Stability

———tContinued from Page 2)
ithe National Religious Party which
in recent years has suffered from
internal strife and as a result has
logt some of its seats in the Knesset.
Other leaders -in_ the Mizrachi,
who would prefer to remain in the
noipt ant that legying

ition, T'would Iike to say thaf our Student- -facilty committee, which dk
ducted its most important business in a most cordial,
cooperative and refreshing manner. The proposals which came before the
committee received a very thorough airing. Progress made on several sa]lent
issues was smooth and effective.
One of the committee i major was the con-
ditionial approval ‘of a modified P-F gradmg system in J55. A student may
designate a subject (a 2 credit course in JSS) to receive aP if he passes,
an A if he earns an A, or an F if that is so earned, naniely an'A,P, F system:
In addition, the committee has conditionally approved some of the tentative,

still be. enrofled. in a for the most part a respectable four year bachelor
degree granting program. And seeing as how I very much doubt that I could
find this somewhere else I have beerr able, over the last four years, to
stomach the meaningless courses forced upon me, the endless red tape and
the nasty secretaries. that give one thé fecling that it is the university's
responsibility 'to support them 'and that students' are an unnecessary
nuisance. (Ten Kabim of such secretaries and red. tape descended to the
world, and YU took nine.)

.. My major ta’aneh (Complai
"pothing isdone to

} against the ration is that almost
increased religious committment on the part of

plans of the Halakhah L'Maseh Committee which will be formally an-
nounced as soo as the teritative plans have become definitive

I addition to the already functwnmg commlttees, a specialefforthas ;. =

af Ty T
ful_Shabbat.program here on
have-also felt-that there was-a certain-gap ‘that has been erying t6
e filled, namely Shabbat activities ' am hopeful that the JSS student
council can make positive steps to fill this gap.

the students, While we have a-dean and registrar who zealously defend the
sanctity of the liberal arts nature of our college, there is no onc to uphold the

of_our school. The admiliiistration Ivas” decided thata -

the government 1\‘@ ithout its

serious drawbduks or one,
Mizrachi would ifse Kontrol of
several | ‘important mihistries in- °

cluding the Ministry of Interior and
the Ministry of Religion. Once-these
ministries come under the control of
a completely secular government,
there will be nothing to insure that
canversions would even be de facto
.K'halakhah. (While Mizrachi was
in the government, and controlled
the Ministry of 1nteifor, ali cori-

stirdent is too ignorant to choose a col]ege program on his own without
wertgin basic reqmrements, yet-wh; a stude,m
chooses to make is fifie"with them!

Synthesis is 2 myth to all but geniuses. Smﬁymg is done in college not for
learning leshma but rather for the “Ace.”” Kaplans and, those Aces get

3

students into graduate schools, not the “high ievel of instruction” found in
the coilege. What is most tragic of all is, that to many, the double program

daes not exist. To many students it is more® ke a one“and a~ fraction

P

versions in order to be registered
had to be K'halakhah -even though
there was no speeific provision for
this in the “Law of Return.”}
Therefore, these leaders argue, it
would be better, pragnm!lcdl]y it
the Mizrachi refained in the
government it only to prevent the
non-religious parties from taking

Plessuxe&n students is. mgeat and because there is niore pressure to over completely all matters per-
“get the Ace', than to do well in Temudei Kodesh, mafy sacrificd their wining to religion.

rehgmm growm for good grades. Four years later when the students The 1&“{0“ of the Labor per
adus find-that their amount of Torah knowledge and ohservance i broded

at thesame level at which they entered {if not lower), and surely-it-wiil-not
increase in graduate school. They are not prepared for living Torah directed
fives. How does the administration expect its graduates to keep hilchot
nidah if they never learned the dinim? How can they keep Shabbot?

Seniors cannot turn the clock back, but let us hope that underclassmen
will fearn from their experience. The reason for coming to YU is the op-
| poctunity to learn Torah, the ikor.in life. There are great rabbeim here BUT
you must take the initiative. Growing in Yiddiskeit in the face of an ad-

- Im
eary but, ‘‘Know before whom you toil, who your Employer is and who wifl
pay you the reward of your labor.”” Hatzilachah Rabal!

3

istration which emphasizes the secular while ignoring the religious is not,

etk
inbroglio, Ol course; Labor would
ptefer to see the Mizrachi regain
within the coalition. The ten seats
that Mizrachi controls would give
the Labor alignment the mandate it
needs to rule decisively. It is for this
Teasor that they have -left the
ministerial portfolios usually oc-
cupied by Mizrachi vacant.
However, the Labor party can not
readily accede to Mizrachi’s

demands 107 Several feAs0ns, FiTst
elements within the coalmnn have

, 1 0 Letter

propnate when directed agdinst the
lations-travelli 8-
nmlssm EY

(Cnntmued\g'om Page 2)
repmsemanve of Key 73 o speak .

from. the p almost lost_his.

to-those

By sub-

views dianretricatty opp:
professed by Mizrachi.

mitting foMizrachi demands, Labor ~

would alienate (hese parties and in

S d ding the Tln\umf

no léss appropriate regariﬁ.ng ihe

memo!

afii,-A memorial gathering at Yeshiva will be-beld—forRav-Zadson]
rch 14: HAMEVASER will feature in its next edition an.extensive report

_the lifé of Rav Zal

— IN MEMORY
Rav Menachem Mendel Zaks zt”ldied in Jerusalem on 19 Tevet 5734 and
[was buried on Har Hazaytim. Rav Zaks was sasociated with onr Yeshiva for ]
ty years in hip gipacity as the official hochain (examiner) of all REITS
Iasses. A native of Poland, he was the dean of the famious Rodun Yeshiva
d immigratéd to Aimerica shortly hefore the outbreak ¢/ WWII. He was
he son-in-law of Rav Yisrael Meir Hacohen, betteér knowri as the Chofeiz,

_Ex L1br1s Hamgyasgz

| ob but he got wﬁat ‘he wanted; a_
d th

budgei- of the Hebrew “School —
even the-most cursory expenditure
for Jewish Education oould only be
justified: as counter-Chnstlan
propagandal sel
confidence, it ill befits us fo fea
uncntluzed this “‘theology of Moshe
Kappoyer,”. with its insipid echoes
of the unhappy mother and her dead

T delighted ‘Em—ﬂchmamarvhmﬂ;
enthusiastic “dmy tricksters.”

The paranoiac’s ultimate offense
agamst himself is not his belief that
_he is threatened (in this, like most of
s, he is usually correct); but rather

itimgness-to order. so_much of

his life_around that belief.
Shalom Carmy

Instructor of Bible, YC.

M hwald_replies:

held

One a.lsu -wonders about the
author’s eagerness, which surfaces,
like . a Wagnerian leitmotif,

lvrit L’Collzge (College Hehnw), by

Here is the Jast p: agrap

oncnlcd towards the needs and ) “The lesson of this narrative is .

Yitzchak “of the Y.U. lear. . .Next time you observe
Em- Micluel College of Yethlva - The book consists of twelve study young = . and innocent-looking

6, 269 pages: Reviewed by units  with~ accompanying ap- talmudist -pouring over.. the
_Mnshe Sokolow. T pendices. and. tables. He  deals- . - pilpulistic passages of ap obscure

. A new book is always welcome, a
novel book is awaited with eagér
anticipation. Mr. Sabban's “Ivrit
“ECollege” v novslbtmk, ami T xmr

initially-with” such mafters' as the commentary (Pouring what? I hope
tecognition ‘of, and distinguishing  not smelly dye? 5.C.), don’t. dismiss
between. such similar soundmg him as a reticent naive scholar. For
cunswnmalcplrsnd ayiu;-hay - -allyou

has been amply rewarded. lf as
;7 “The man who
makes the experiment deservedly
claims the honiour and the reward,”
thien Mr>Sabban has'a just claim on
a.ﬂ who utilize this book.

iizing that the k

throughout the srticle, to convince

1 find it quite difficult to accept
Mr. Carmy's {Instructor of Bible,
YC) attempt to portray the Hebrew
Christian movement as the in-

wicked. Perhaps, one day 1
. the opportunity to document some
of the dirty tactics the Hebrew
Christians constantly eniploy when

dealing. with Jews. (e.g. the
missionaries who operate in
Yeshivot, and in.  Jewish

organizations like SSSJ) Maybe
then, Mr. Carmy.will show equal

know—he-maybe- (sket)—am—concera—for -these—Jews -who-have-

{the-inabili which_the _anif-Jesus commando i in_th the proces been caught in the clutches of Beth
Gemara_in_Megillah -24b-telli us  of dreaming up-a iant new . Sar Shalort, as | -
disqualified: the residents of Haifa scheme. of -attack ‘on  Beth Sar Meshumadim who ran the

operation.

and Beth Shean from being Shlichei ~ Shalom, that wnll leave you n-
Tzibur) and proceeds to discussions. credulous, but br with

of - grammar. - The - grammar - is pride”
minimal, but functional, and This paragraph (except for. the
viedg ilabl hut not d. Each'_ first. sentence “and. the spelling)
tal-, lesson is @ jied by inds one -of those Reader's

of Hebrew is the:most ds .
and rudimentaty step in ‘Limudei
ha Yahadut' and that, to the Y.U.-

. student, it sxgmﬁes somewhat more

thag an effective means of order g

ared
“previous backgrmfnd (Yeshiva high-
school, apparently) in- Hebrew, and -
ﬁas §p|ced it ‘richly with't themntle

Rambam. to_anecdotes . which
b Ay

Digest pieces ektolting the virtues of
‘the latest breathtaking treatment
tha,t transforms. ‘asthmatic
into ‘mighty i k

m sxx, fun-filled, months.

WtiWhen -the-by-now -notarious-ad..
depicting. the Jews who are wexnng
“that” smile,” appeared in the

for practice in readmg com-
prehension apd the ‘selections . ra
from Peretz to Nechama Leibovitz
to the ethical hi of the

i hhﬂm 10 Bethe
s of “he"'students -
“WiRse—opintons on “the book. 1.
_randomly sampled. b
.“Most important;-and nnpxesswe 1
G on PagetH ™ 7"

that smile off,
counsel, so ap-

one reading-**
“yoiir ~Face."™ "Thi

ive materi;

Times, it was prompﬂy countered by .

Fur Mr.. Carmy would
be hard put to. substantiate that
pouring dye mto a box of missionary
literature. is*inmoral, particularly
from a legal Jewish sense. At most
he could claim that it is counter-
productxvc. And this is a matter of
opinion.

Since. i've never’ spoken to Mr.
Carmy, and 1'don’t recall him bemg

& student.of miney 1 .doubt- ifhe is

qualified to even imply knowledge of
how. much or how little effort I
expend cnmfortmg *‘other - ob-
_noxious. - treads. <1+ don’t .recall
reading i "position papers-on the

irn” would be a slap in the face

for conservative and reform Jewry as
their ‘conversions . would be in-
validated under. the uew law.
Conservative and reform
otrganizations might retaliate by
witholding or cutting back
aftogether their- d(matmns‘—m thc
~~State of Traek
From all this, it is obvmus that
there is no easy solution to tie
t—political- erisis; -since- the
participants are so far apart in their
views. Any solution would entail
great compromise, and in all
probablhty such compmmlse would

always be«mherent in Lhe- ]sraeh
body politic.

Abortion Laws, but~then I am as
poorly quallﬁed to know of his
activities as he is to. know of mine.

As far as Rabbi Berkowitz's
*“Wipe that smile off your face” ad,
I tﬁought it quite appropnate ami

of. nrm:»
g

am in no posmon to judge whether it

was the
the ‘“Anti-Jesus Cummando or
some -‘other factor that catsed
sar Shalom. Nor can I definitively
tell you, why the Beth Sar Shalom
building was sold .to the Baptist
Church, or why Arthur Katz, their
best ' missionary,” broke with the

"Hebrew-Christians. “If Mr. Carmy-

can, then, and only then. is he in a
position to mock the efforts of those
who espouse an approach dxffcrem
from his. hi

. Finally;» Mr. Charmy; (sicl) ‘s you

can see, typographical erross -do
occiir. We'lk try to be miore” careful

in the futuge. -
Ephraim Buchwaid
Contributing Editor

o
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Euthanasia Controversy: Three. Views -

Recent “secular” thought con-
cerning the question of authanasia
in America today falls ptimarily into
two camps, both pro. Those
espousing passive or _negative
authanasia follow the procedure of
allowing a tqrminally ilt patient fo

i " ios view

wishes to proye.shat because passive
euthanasia is being practiced, the
question has therefore been ethically +
decided. This attitude of *“what is, is
_justitied” simply because it is”
ignores the ethical question com-
pletely. The practice could exist and
without _the guestion _of

=
positive authanasia, endorses the
. procedure of actively helping certain
patients die. It seems that the notion
of positively working and supplying,
treatment to a patient, even a
Ttermimaly L t
consider to be the “Jewish
Halakhic” one—is no longer even
an issue.
It would be
view ~of the
L o

hwhile, | feel, in
finjte . Halakhic
¢ by Rabhi Aaron.

b

P s
ettt e

whether it oug 0 exist—ine
ethical question—ever being asked.
A person who does question but
atternpts to’ justify the morality of
" passive authanasia is Leonard .

religious studies department at
Mercy College in Detroit. - o
Dr. Weber states as the fun-
damental principle of medical ethics
the cancern
with_respect; thus, vi on of the
hursan_person is i S In

at

Y

Yeshiva University, to analyse and
contrast these two opinions con-
. cerning euthanasia in relation to the
| “Jewish Halakhic™ viewpoint.
Positive euthanasia is described
by Joseph Fletcher, visiting
professor_of Medical Ethics at the
University of Virginia, in his book
*To Live and To Die.” Dr. Fletcher

answer to the question of what is
honmam,—Dr.-Weber has-a—broader-
definition thad™"do the ~positive:
euthanasists. Dr. Weber feels that
man is 4 combination of soul-and--
body. The bady is an intergral part
of the human person and therefore

should be a wmajor— concern—of-———-tContinued vir Page5)~ " "~

medic ics. THis aSpect o

human being, ' according’ to Dr.
' Weber, is neglected by Dr. Flet-
‘cher’s sol¢ concern for the per-
sonality of man’ in detetmining his
worth. Not only is the quality of any
life important-to Dr. Weber, but
there is a sanctity to life itself; “each

Beres n t
realm of legitimate interference by
another.” In -contradistinction to’
Dr. Fletcher's view that certain lives
are more worthy to be saved than

- in_the _others, Dr. Weber and the passive

"~ Heads | Up On

by Steven Mandel

“"Where do we Tind the custom Of
wearing & kippan (headgovering)? If
we look in the Torah, we find no
commandment  regarding .  the
covering of ‘one's head. The kohanin
(priests) while. they were ministeting
in the temple did however weat head

_coyerings. The regular priest wore

- i
Kippot!
more than four cubits (six feet) '
—witheut-a-head i er
would seein that only great scholars
followed this custom and only.if they
were married. Rav Hamnuna (Kid. |
29b) is asked why' his ‘head is not-
covered and he replies that he is not
macried. In Pessachim (11b); the
- type of head covering worn showed

the mitsneie or m: A TiTe e
priest - alsowore. the _migbah or
turban (Exodus 28:4 and 40). It was
the custom in ancient Israel to cover
the head during a time of sorrow or
i £ and David went u

eathanagists feel that “all lives are
of equal value . . . there is no need
to prove one’s right to life, and there
is no justification for saying that the

“That people be TFEated” —-taking of one person’sife is €55 of

by the assent of the mount of ofives
and wept as he wént up and had his
head covered (If Samuel 15:3)."
Talmudical References
When we come to the period of
the Talmud, we find a great deal of

w--head.. covering.

an evil than the taking of another’s.
Such a statting poini would séem to
be necessary It we are to respect a
person b of th y-fact-that

he is a person*™” —

. This respect, which Dr. Weber
feels - is-inherent. in ' -bei -
does not stem from-a viewing of man
as a creation, who should be

Rosh Hashana (17b) and Haggiga
{14b), we.find_instances where he
head and face is concealed as afi
expression..of awe before the
Shéchina (G-d's ‘spirit), expeciatly
while praying or studying. Rav
Huna (Kiddushin 31a) never walked

In

—~—-During - the —medieval —period,

the Talmud .tells us .in Nedarim
(30b)’ that men. sometimes covered
their heads and sometimes did' not
and Rav Ashi (Kid. 8a) explains that
a great man needs -a scarf for his

ead But 116 igenerat: -
Maimonides .in the Book of

Knowledge (5:6) tells us that “'it was
a great modesty that the scholars
" praticed ™ to-cover “their—heads"™ -
-Samson Raphael Hirsch in Horev
defimes modesty—as-" €.
the Tiead uncovered TRIeIthe open =
skyin-order tiiat we may be aware of
“the—Hintits —of —animal--na in
humans and know where the human
sphere ends and the sphete.
activity begins."” -
Medieval Period

French and Spanish-rabbis viewed

~outitizes - @ W"Eum&nist'}e,— - per--
sonalistic™ “outlook ~towards wram

and feels that “ethicaily speaking,”

humaneness and personal IALegriLy
are of a higher priority than
biological life and function in the
determination of a patient's fate. He
writes, ““Many of us look upon living
and dying as we do upon health and
medical care—as person centered.
This s mot “sofely or icatty &
biological understanding of what it
means to be ‘alive’ and to be
‘dead’ . .. it is personal function
thet counts, not biological function.
n

(Continued from Page 1)
euthanasia sfipped by unprotested. -
Rav Tendler believes, however, that
euthanasia is a problém even more
critical than “Who is a Jew"" simply

' because we must decide “‘what is a
_man".before we can discuss “Who is
2 Jew.” o
Cases Cited
Dr Tendler pointed out that the
issue of euthanasia warrants special
iderationnot_only because it

heal, and he will be forced to appeal
to mere flésh and blood for a cure.
This in“itself is a terrible -punish-
ment. We pray every weekday, “And
David said to Gad, I am exceedingly
troubled; let us fall into the hands of
the Lord.for he is merciful, but:let

e Hot Tall ififo-the Tands'of ma. = pati

But, says the Ramban, the physician
-must realize that he was given
permiission by the Torah to function
under the natural laws which God

is—undet:

rational

not

Tor

a perfect P

2
future 1
S hath

/SEO)

B Jewish Jaw_becomes

This doctrine  puts man and
reason before life and maintains
that being " “human” is more

—~—vaiuable than i i
~ person’s well-being {5 the—right
good; ~ Dr. Fetcher—argues that -
“ejther mercy killing of suvicide
could be the right thing to do in
some exigent and tragic cir-
cumstances.” J
Dr. Fletcher states the basic
cthical question invelved is whether
of not, we can moraily justify the
hastening of death out of reasons of

; . because the problem of euthanasia

inconsequential in the face of saving
even a single, frail life, but also

d as pressing as.ever..

In fact, threg_court cases_involving _Thus, the phys

ectures concerning the

’ rl - T I N
R 7] 3 __the covering of the head during
~Medical Ethics;—Sabbath-Observance .23 sowsine

Fhis-g fually boils down
to two separate questions: Is the
physician a man who cures for the

mgment? Or is the physician

supposed to cure in the long run? If.

the latter is the true role, then if a
physician is unable, to cure his

rabbis themselves prayed with bare ~
heads—-Ash¥) ic_lewry adopied
the custom of covering the head ds a
continuation of the practice started
by the great sages in Babylonia
(Kiddushim 31a). Ashkenazic rabbis’
saw this as a worthy cistom and
insisted that wise men should keep

_then he. must let . their_heads.covel
him die. The soul destroying i agreed that it w: .

question, therefore, is: How ha
must I struggle to save a life? When

without a head covering. The
Maharshal (Sh'aytot Utishuvot) in
response number 72 tells us that he

CSCEE TR
erdowed-with:

) ive-powers;The
sick must not think that he has the

2 - i
significance in the area of organ
H -

¢an 1 stop? Dr. Tendler pointed
—outtimtthis i § ial

“knows-he-pf of praying or

where _patients,

a prescribed A physici ng “fio biaii’ waves and “no
works within - natural ‘law, but auto-respiration, are placed on
whether natural law will fulfill the mechanical devices solely to
“patient’s nesds 3 up 10 God alone. _preservetheirs ;

“making blessings without @ frea———
covering. He explains the passage in

Kidgishien 3%a only dems with
walking four cubits not praying and

that this was a measure of piety
Chassidut} which Rav Huna

was given the

for-th

= [
euthanasia have been decided permission to cure, buf ; the Torah—Yrhen-the-doctor finally needs the

within the last two months.

The first case involved 2 man who
murdered his papaplegic brother in
order to save his brother the agony
of . mever being able to ride a

le again! g

In
d a doctor accused of in- .

for the “¥

. © 7 of gtan. His answer is yes.
- == For—Dr.-Fletcher —and-- others.

agreeing with the view of positive
guthanasia, the end of death, as 2
telease from pointless misery and
“dehumanization” fies the
TEans Of & : 2

which jistifies this end is the notion
. that-since human happiness and
well-being are the highe! “any
ends or purposés validated by that

standard or ideal are just, right and -

W.hen discussitig passive (or what
he calls “indirect an¢ involuntary”)
authanasia, Dr. Fletcher feels -that

T morally “there 1§ no differenice
b active - and _ passive

cuthanasia since in both cases th
patient is dying. Because of this Dr.
-Fletcher rejects passive euthanasia
feéling that a great injustice is done
a patient by not taking a fir stand
on. the issue and. just “letting him
go.” Furthermore, Dr. Fletcher feels
that the ‘question of passive
. enthafiasia has been. solved. He
states,” “everyMay 'in a - hundred

- !~ hospitals across the land, decisions

‘4ré mdde clinicdlly that the Tine has’

‘been crossed -from: prolonging
genuin_e}y human life to prolonging

jecting potassium  chioride into 2
_“vegetating” patient. After the trial

~iiore Tecent ‘case a Jury -

never gave the patient the right to
attribute the cure to the physician or
to natural law. In the words of Rav

Tendler, “Only God can play
doctor, and no man can play
doctor.” s

~Dr. Fendier stressed

that science is limited, thus, there
are times when a doctor must realize

doctors must recognize the realityv

organy the- question arises whether
he can pull the plug!

Rabbi Tendler proposed that in
such a case the Halakhah would no
longer permit anyone to unplug the
machine. If a man is breathing and

fing blood solely beeausehe-is
supported by a machine, hé is no
less alive than the taxi driver whose
heart i being prodded by a
k n

1

_the jury explained that they had nof
based their verdict on the facts
presented by the court, rather they
couldn’t concelvably, condemn -2

and sincere with regard to his fellow
man. In other words, the juty simply
 asked, “What's wrong?”

Thé most recent case involved a
severely deformed infant in Maine
who was operated. on under court
order contrary to the doctor’s advice
and the parent’s wishes. The parents

- had requested the hospital merely to

that his ficense tas porarity
expired. There are times when a
doctor can do nothing but, perhaps,
pray. For a doctor to perform an

i vhere the chances of
success are niil is certainly not within
a doctor’s Tights. A phiysician must
. say to himself daily, “I am a doctor
only as long as I 'know what I'm
doing.” Consequently, when a
doctor asks himseif, -“I have a
patient whom 1 cannot cure. Can 1
kill him?” the doctor is acfually
saying ‘that he is no longer a

feed -thechild -and—to--suspend -all-— p and _the answer fo_the
__additional  medical -~ treatment question is obvious. Hed the doctor
WN& ‘ho—1njected - sride
Torah Ethic into his patient recognized the fact

:rhe key - to euthanasia, Dr.
Tendler explained, is the defintion-
of what is man, but of equal concern
in practice is the question of what is
a physician,

in his
on B’chukotai wrote: - “The
physician was granted permission
{by the Torah). to .cure, but. the”
Torah did net give the patient the
right_to be cured.” Rav Tendier

that he was no longer licensed to
practice on that patient, hewould
have never committed that heinous
act. What he should have done was
simply walk away after he had
realized that his patient was beyond
medical treatment..

Obviously, this is an extreme case.
Certainly, no religious medijcal man
would ever ask himself whether he
has the right to murder his patiént.
The problem we

s A
-Qyimg. s PO

are
_with, today, iswhether or \ot wé bin

A:’ghmus,ﬁerson;uho_,( TVES 00
ibution will not become-iil: ONE

only
and con. sbout

e

Deg P

is 3
Ettiically, the issue of whether to let
the patient go .is already settled.”
in other words, Dr. Fletcher

WHO IS LESS -RIGHTEOUS
WILL BECOME ILL, AND God
will eventually heal him; but the
sinful man who ails, God will nét"

puil the plug. This is the issue in-
volved in eythanasia, and this was
the question involving the def

child. Must a_doctor do ever

tything

possible to keep a “vegetable” alive?

summary, active intervension to

worsten someone's condition-is not

permitted. The reason can, once

be traced back to the Domino
oura W

aware.
*Heroic” Surgery

The question atises whether a
physician should perform fancy
surgery to keep the deformed child
alive. Is this part of the Domino
Theory, too? The consensus among
Gedolim seems to be that the court
decision was wrong if the child were

a true “vegetable” A dottor ‘was’
fancy or

never trained

“heroic ~surgical ~ proced: l}f?"fhr

child's physician was correct: At
that point in time his license had
expired.

In the case of the man who shot
his paraplegic brother, the decision
of the. court coincides . with
Halakhah. As for the doctor who
killed his defenseless patient by
ifffjecting a toxic chemical into his
veins, he is-a true murderer, even if
the-patient had had but seconds to
five. This is the concept of a *““Chayef

Shagh’: YR I

YRR robie Michiged 'k
lecture with a short discussion of thi

difference between a -
person afflicted with a terminal
disease, and a gossls, 2 man on the
verge of death, :

d- only-on-himself_He also
pointscut-that this measure of piety
was practiced-in-public but perhaps

- not inside the home: g

In the seventeenth century, the
Taz" (Moger Dovid) claimed.. that
since Christians now prayed
bareheaded it was prohibited from

the Forahfor Jews-to-pray that way. -—

also. He invokes the prohibitiom
called Chukat Hagoyim. This
prohibition stems from the verse.
tand t walk in_the
practiges of nations (Leviticus
20:23)."

But the Vilna Gaon who lived in
the 18th century and saw the Taz
EXplains At —tirere—is a
prohibition to be with an uncovered
head, except before a great man,
_even in the time of prayer. Rather it
is ethically proper (t6 cover the head
while ‘praying) and the boly ones
(Scholars) who stand before G-d
constantly (should keep their heads
covered) all day long.” -

In Qur Time
n the 20th centufy, when

quay,.

head “covered has been agcepted
within the Ortbodox Jewish- com-
munity, the question of the size of 2
kippah has been asked. Rav Moshe
‘Feinstein in a response entitled — .~
*“The partial covering of the head
with regard to walking in the street
making - blessings” - (Orach
Chayim 1:1) concludes that even
though now that Israel has con-
sidered this (uncovered head) as 2
prohibition but because the custom
is not to be more stringent than

Hehatiia yihe Tabauetdi v,

" Shillchan “Aruct; thercfore f the -
head is covered in-a mahifier that

cauld be calied a covered head, it is

permissible to walk i the -gtreets
. " (Continued on-Page 5)
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l{abbl Soloveitchik Analyzes Purim, Megillah, And Man-Satan

d-from-Rage-1} !

"Egypt. Yet Hallel also includes
fervent petitioning for Divine
benevolence  and - protectionas. |

reflected . by the Ana Hashem-
Please G-d, save us! Similarly Purim
is- also dual in character.  The
cle of a-doomed people’ being

However prayer and petitions wer
also i order sirice circumistances
can change quickly. - Achrasveirosh -
was liable to do away with Esther as
he did with Vashtl The' duality of
Porimr—iy ki 1ieit )

thren;—om-nta

ordinances, i
susceptil
spiritual level. It 'is man’s
vulnerabil.ty which - allows siriful
‘man to stand before his creator in
judgment. G-d aware of. all the
forces to' which. man_is exposed
es’ man with a spirit of

man’s

1. EXpOSUL ate

“not viewed as tragic'or accidental in
the eyes of the Halakhah. Unlike the.
Greeks who felt that fate was the
source of human tragedy, Judaism
feels that fate has grder angd pur:

lhty toward ta(lure on the -

. In causing suﬂcrlng to the
he finds 'his® greatest
satisfattion. The'origin of his hate is
clouded under many names -- social
reform,  economic reform -ord
religious necessity -- however the
hate is senseless and arbitrary. The
Jews of Persia were awakened to the

Rabbi Joseph viewed such an
“outlook as Bodering an heresy, and
hence prayed that Rabbi Hillel
might be forgiven. Intrinsic to the
redemption process is the par-
ticipation of a human redeemer, A
titanic confrontation between the
messenger of G-d and man-Satan
must take place in order for

Kippah Cont.

(Continued from Page 4)

and even to make blessings. The
apparant Concldsion is that as long
as one can reeognize that another
person’s head is covered, this would
be considered a good head coveririg.

In summary we find two basic
reasons * for today's practice of
wearing the kippah: not to"foltow
the religious practices of the Non-

the man-Satan.
The third

Persian experience is that the hate ’

of ‘Amalek 'is all embracing: Al

conclision of the

Jews. refigious _or assimilated, are

Why though- is this struggle a
necessarﬁﬁemem in the redemption
process; as manifested clearly in our
redemption from Egypt? The Jewish
experience in Egypt underlies the

yulnerability. .
Vulnerability of man is not i, ly
a traglc truth but rather an cthical

- rise_to d

pose.
The purposé of fate is usually
above “human p At

hated by Amalek. At the fime of the
Purixx_x drama many Jews wére

times, however, mian can .see in-

and hu.mihty in man. How can a

retrospect the ha; nd TG " guiding ™ Achaskverosh 1o his part

citizens in Persia. Twelve
thousand Jews were invited by

. Hanmam ——
and wanted all

morality “of The  Jew.~The ~Jewist—

morafity is a unique ethical code. It
expresses ifself” iny a warmi and
tender approach 'to man.

~Fender

. __man rich in aqulnighments_ fate—1n s hated ali Jews Thls tender nature of the Tew is
fIrait—endeavors,—be ok ki h royed, The decentralized fews— d-best in the word Rach-
__expected to be humble? How can he _occurred but he can ask what is to  were awakened to realize that they reATS—tove—anv—

T Tvulnerability. ...

psuppress-his arrogance toward those
‘who have failed i Tife? .

The answer lies™ in man’s
toward ™ - change.
Suddenly, without reason, a man

__can be cast down from the throne of

success to the pit of despalr Man’s™

iece\tfgl

" be detived fom the experience,

Four Conclasipns

Purim- experienice? Purim leaves s
with four conclusions. Firstly, man

“all
created

that
Man,

men  are
in the

discovered

—ait strare a common destiny. Though-

“the’ Jews ‘wete ~divided- by~

geographical bounderies, separated
f et

!
fifestyles, they were allb included
within Haman's evil plans.

Tnspiring Message

. passion.

wmpathy The word Rachmanut is
-deriyed from the word. Rachaman,
the possessor of love and com-
The word Rachaman
carries with it a different meaning
than the word m’rachaim which
means one who exercises love and
sympathy. A m'rachaim has the

g

e image "of G-d, can -replace his Thereé is also an inspifing
ot ~the—Purim—

,,,,, and factor: """"rh"' e g intty  with —tetal evitHauman
AN S"’“lﬁ TS BWETeNess —wapaned the Jews to-the £
of his vulnerability. .. man can link up with Satan and
ndeed The Wl

*‘Tsraefﬂ‘eshrvof

i coticept of “making a fence

was posslble because Mordecai was
aware of his nation’s weakfiess. Had
Mordechai - allowed arrogance to
overcome him and tell everyone that
he was the uncle of the queen, the
miricle of Purim might not have

-—taken place; -
~ Reﬂecled in Halﬂkhah
The concept of man’s
vulnerability is reflected in

Halakhah- as well The numerous
the Halakhic awareness that man
annat_master ‘his_own_fate. The

Decome a total sitiner; dovoid-of any

arisifig out

man, he is met m battle by a

of G-d+

capacity to love of not {6 Tove to

o "‘pamrzv or “mot” to- thi
‘Whenever- - Amalelke- -pises- - agamstﬁs T SympeLmEs:

JTWS 3

before G-d. We also see the dynamic
evolution of “*head covering” from a
fimited custom in the time of

Talmud to a wldcsprezd observance

This author would like to propose

a third reason which has sprung up

in our own time though the use of 4

whekepcumpansmli\‘[hcn the

blaak people of the United States™
ore-itberated-at fiestth tried 4

bTacome part of tirewhite—socrety by
tottowing the path of the whites.
Finally in’ the 60°s and 70’s, the
Blacks realized that this type of
assimilation does not gain the-goals
of equal acceptance by the white
community. They feft that ohly by
becoming more aware of their own
-particular - culture  and

_would they become respected by the
restof the In for

society. college:

N

nature to be compaismnate He has
Th

instance, they demanded Afro-
American studies. A Black can not

divine spark. The concept ¢f man-
Satan is called by the Torah
Amalek. Amelek represents the
incarnation of total evil in man.
Amalek can be d in every

and - Esther rose up to . defeat
‘ Haman; so too i all such moients
-of erisis man is used as an agent to
implement G-d’s scheme. Im
Sanhedrin 99a Rabbi Hillel states

generation. Hitler and Stalin
P o th

"Israe! has no Messiah - for they

in

T - o
man-Satan. Amalek’s destruction
will only be realized in Messianic
time.

The second message of the Punm

the._days .

Chezklah.” Rabbi Yoseph sald
“May G-d forgive him”. This ex-
change may be understood in the

followmg terms Rabbi- Hillel en-
5 £ Iscael

Tochoice bat-to+ § 3
Rachmanut describes- the Jew:sh
morality. The Jew has not only the
capacity to love, but has the need to
love.

How did the Jews acquire this
trait. of Rachmanut? The Egypt
experience internalized the trait-of
Rachmanut within the Jewish
people. Only an encounter with
man-Satan can instill in man the
capdacity - of Rnchamanut. The

fice
extends to everyone Hls pnmary
is with the

Ged.

».‘and possnbly Without "~ Baman
of X

for—th

change his skin color while a Jew
can easily biend into the general

society by removing his kippah.
Thus when a Jew does put a
Kippah on, he activily shows his
connection to the Jewish way of life.
He is proud-to follow in the footsteps
of his forefathers, fulfilling the
_commandments and rejecting the
aljurements of the outside world. He
knows the truth that only as a
Jew n-he deal honestly

t-suffieed-for

first éommonwealth, but was revived

nd
Yie—Torah” - theough—Rabbinical .

B) “Emanuel Adler

“and Michael Muschel .~
On Shabbat Zachor, the Bogrei
Yeshivot Eretz Yisroel (Alumni of
Istaeli Yeshivot) held their annual
shabbaton at, Yeshiva University.

P

obligation. Thlsv too, niay depend

o *whether -the" remembrance of

Amalek is dependent upon the
destruction of Amalek-or not, Fhe
Minchat Chinuch -extends this
concept of dependence on Mechiat

at Parker's; The guest speaker-was
Rabbi Norman Lamm,. Professor of
Jewish Philosophy at EMC, and
Ralbi of the Jewnsh Center in New
-York City.

Rabbi Lamm was mtroduced by

once -again through the Purim

wlth society, CONTibute [0 SOCRLy -
and be respected by Jew and non-

expenenc

(Continued: from Page 4)
respected because of his -Creator.
Rather Dr. Weber feels that hap-
piness starts first of all with respect
for ‘man as man. Human life is
sacred because it is, he opines, and
while life should not be actively

-Friday night, Rav Lichtenstein
_spoke of thie halachic: aspects of
" Parshat Zachor. He discussed the
\.mous views of the rishonim as to

(remember) does not refer to a mere
nostalgic. “remembrance of things
past” as Proust suggests.. "Zachor
Et Yom Hashabbat L'kadsho,” for
_obviously means ‘more

hew-i HiFny -mitzdot. are, i in

this pnrshd According- -to - the

thre: mitzvof are

“than a nostalgic ' vecall of some”
does-the-

mvulved namely; Mechiat Amalek,
(destriiction “of Amalekl, Zechirat
Amidlek- (remembrance of amalek)
and Lo Tishkoch (prohibition .
against forgetting Amalek). The Ibn:
Ezra maititains that Lo Tishkoch is
not-a third mitzvah, but merely a re-
emphasis. of -zechira. Rav. Saadia
Gaon stated that the only mitavah is
Mechiat Amalek, and the other
mitzval ‘aFe merely aspects of this-
mnzvah ‘Kav: Lichtenstein discussed *
rence between Zechirat -
hlmcﬂ

halachic aspect whlch was con»

St} ‘giediding | o they

of past experience with - present
thoitght as Wordsworth would have
it, The concept of “Zachor” is a call
(o action in the present, based on
expenence of. the past. Rav
Lichtenstein said that” the ex-
perience of a year in Israel should
‘not. merely be looked back -at
nostalgically 'in a vain attempt ‘to
recapture the past, but rather that
the experience should present a call
to action in the present, ideally 2 call

mth(ah Di;

sidered is the g
mebranca of Amalek is a
collective obhgatlomor an mdivndual

ther - settling”in Isf N
ey, Bother” 00 " Metaveh Malkah
. The wed
on  Motzaei Sha_bbat ‘with. an. *¢
5.0.¥%. d h matkah,

| forcetul " persuasion, nor an over-
d ' deficate, unsteady encouragement

devoted strictly to Torah study. It is
therefore incumbent on every boger
yeshivah to. persuade his fellow
students -to "invest in a year of
learning - in an Israeli yeshwah
which 157 the—ideal settis

for Torah study, this is-certainly not
because of any lack of quality Torah
institutions in  Amwerica. Un-
fortunately, however, many Israelis
possess the untrue, naive belief that
Torah study can thrive only ‘in
Israel. Consequently;the. boger bas
a second responsibility—to help
dispel this myth. As for the
methodology by which  these
respon§ibiiities should be ime
pleinented Rabbi Lammy followed -

m"m g‘{

|

viould “bring’ desitable” results.

P

1 results can . be ‘obtained

‘*i“&\aii’n?\u _Rehhijamar

Jew alike. N

degree of dissirhilatity areksnll qulte

far from those views discussed by
Rav Aaron Soloveitchik. Based on
his interpretations of Jewish law,
Rabbi Soloveitchik said that positive
euthanasia is ‘“sfrictly forbidden
under any circumstances,” and that
Judaism would place it in a category
of homicide. Possibly because
_ “Jewish thought” places man, not as

the sole arbiter dealing with his fife

as he wills, ‘but subservient to a
-otder; - one—which. places .
human-life sanctity.. uyer human-life
quality, is this pracnce forbidden.
But, at least superficially, this
reasoning used by ‘‘Halakhic

LLe ¢ atmosphere, af the lIsracli  Amalek by exempting.women from his pephew Shalom Kelman, who . o4 solely because of some
which _were. représented e _mitzvatr—of Temembering—servedt gether with Jay Fenster as ion"-for the p Ev of
pewaded the shabbat tefilot;-sichdt, ~ Amalek since they are & Tiot involved—¢hairman of the Shabbaton. Rabbi ,p - it _ should likewise not be
and  seuodot: * Through “this at- in the mitzah ofdestroymg Amalek Lamm dealt with the theme of actively continuéd past @ certalt”
mosphere,the experlence of shabbat = Rav  Lich by ponsibility, particulatly  the predetermined point. Although he
—af an ISTaeh yeshivaln was simutated the stands .of lhe—l’“‘“’ responsibilities bogrei _does not specifically draw that line,
for the nostalgiac boger. rishonim on these various issues and - yeshivot. These responsibilities a1¢ i statement that ‘respect for a
Rav Aharon Speaks showing -their possible in- in the spirit of “Kol Yisroel Arevim  4ging person may demand that we
Rav Aharon' Li shiita, - d: d . Zeh Lozeh” and they can be best stop the art of healingso that we can
Rosh_Yeshivah of . Yeshivat Har Seuda Shlishit ~ understood in lhﬁ etymolggtcal help ihe patient pmme the art of
Etzion, was the guest of the bogrim. O shatbat—afternoen—duting Hext-of-th hrayut L the g death—in—th
~Rav Lichtenstein gave. two sichot seiida  shiishit, Rav Lichtenstein  synonym for arvut. For four years of m:dstoftamﬂy * as well as a general
during the-corse of shabbat to the = discusséd the  philosophical im- Jewish studies at “Y.U. to be  oninion throughout his. essay, it'is
neirly 200 who participated in the plications of Parshat Zachor.” paximally fruitful, it is vital that  clear that “lefting a terminally ill
L shabbation: Following the seuda  Certainly the term' -“Zachor *" they be supplemented by a year patient die’” is on the desirable and

ethically justified side of it. So while
we se¢ a definite concern for the
respect of the human bemg. his
body and its inviolability - in - the

views of ‘Dr. Weber, practically we
~§e€ " wo action stemmmy&om*ﬂnr
strabbatin—the-past—Nor-d ymg_uux_th& L_ﬂmmr,_mm
term “Zachor"" refer fo the synthesis ~ while Isfael Titay be anideal place — 5~

W understa

hese —two -

. theories in relation to Jewish law we

“see that both, although differing in
onily -thre a firm, yet gently com- -

municated persuasion. It was
precisely this method that G-d used
in enconraging Am Yisroel to accept
the Torah. )

. Kafa Aleihem Har K* gigit” does

- not” mean that G-d -forced Brei

Yistoel to accept the Torahi—ad a

_perfunctory glance at the gemarah

would ‘fend to” indicate. Instead,
dlt with g vl

)

the-word “gigit’

' gemarah, whlch in thls context

wotild mean that G-d was firm when
dealing with Am Yisroel but used
delicate- persuasive. ‘tactics. .-

Tudanm  AgAMmSTeutimmasia—is
similiar to the views espoused by
passive  euthanasists. However,
crucial distinctions exist. The first is
that although in certain specific
instances, Jewish law may draw a
similiar line to the one Dr. Weber
draws, that line is in direct relation
to-the respiration of a patient and
nowh ar the point of “letting a
" term patientdie.” There is a -

——further,-more
“In “Tewish Eougﬁt’ man i be

seen as having a two-fold respen-

sibility; one to the Creator of man to
treasure the gift of life, and a further,
responsibility to each and every man

to attempt all possible procedures to - )

keep another man alive. Without
this active pa.mclpatmn in living
and helping : gttiers to 'live, Dr.
Weber's sanctity of life notion is
worthless, because along with the
theorizing goes no practical acgm/
While we may think Dr. Weber’s
viey closer 40 that R& ‘Jewxsh ‘}Sw
than -~ the -view of
eithanasists, they are stﬂl very far
from the kinds of positive . actions
which )udalsm demands. anhtfu.“y

'—t‘arff




by Eliezer Diarnond

A movie' calted “The Exorcist”
has been making headlines recently.
Aside from achieving unusual
financtal - success. the "film  has
created a great deal of controversy

Torah. The Rambam uggests'that a *
primary reason - -for ‘the biblical’
prohibmnn ‘against sorcery is that

sorcery is a hocuspotas based ‘on .

erroneol Consequently,

notions.
han

G FEGRE
ssessed By Satan. Some
s have pral&ed the movie
for deating’ with a pheiomenon

y
(o follow this_-toolishness or to.
believe that it has any value™: (17) ~

an Etthnger Responsa
‘A" responsum - wiitten: by~
Yaikov Ettlinger (25) is very in-
stractive. Ray~ Etﬂmger, an lBth

¥)
for hypnotism’s efféctiveness were
unknowh, the . qiiestioner felt he

- regmdlng asa denvatwe of *kochot ~’

hatuinah™.

" Thé problem - of maaseh sheldim
is mote difficult. The Geinarah
records. cases of fabbis exarmsing

sence, thls approach assumes that
it is; thcruse of spirits for one’s gwn
ends ‘which “lies™dt ~the “héart of
ksihuf. Thus it is not the use of the
occult per’'se. which is forbidden but
its 'mmopal use., .

and _invoking spirits. (28) King
G E—with
various spiti on employedA

nd
one 1o help him build {he Temple.

himself wihr™ (29) Rashi (30) tries to explain these

gemarot by delineating  between
h” and “kochot

. N . he * might be involving
X N N they  When pressed 1o explain " mig]
;:;;::,Cu “::‘:n M?:wr‘;ﬁ;era”i humerous ~ cases of tanalm and " “kochot hatumah”. ‘k'av Ettlmger o
. S do- that-since.. skochot
Acknowledged. ” OtherS have ex-  aworant whe-eiti hat u oe o

pressed fear ‘that the movie will
encourage many to find the source
for their problems, . their
solution, in magic and the occult

- FATHer T Withie temsetves—

The—ii b The

form of sorcery or belicved in_its
efficacy. the Rambam replies that
these: are nringrity views which are
contradicted b§ -empirical’ eviderce.
(18) The Rambam does admit that
certain people are clairvoyant but

£ e

WEE

;md understanding of - nature is
timited we do not assame that any
pmoess beyond our ken dexivés from
an illicit ‘sbiifce. We'assutie, rather;
uch a:progess is part of the

that..

hataharah.? While: sorcery involves
the use of powers cutside of God's
dominion, so to-spéak; the rabbis
anly called upott God Himself to aid
them, often by invoking hi§"Beme.

common. sense in this approach.’
While the Jews were not permitted
to use -sorcery, they lived among
people’ who, used it; often against
-Jews. Chazal colild not refrain from
countering the threat of sorcery, and
they thérefore had te study sorcery
andl use it'on giVen becasions. They
may have found support for this in

natural order.unless we h;

says—that - their p: are. flawed

Frorcist—

dilemma faced by many_refigious -

individuals in. relating” to- the
supernatural. On one hand, theistic
~refigions posit tiat God-is cencerned
with and participates in the sphere
of human activity. On the other, to
attribute too direct a role to spiritual

nd tree will is to abdicate
sility for one's own_actions:

G-d as Prime Mover
The  Torah encourages us to

i |
—

Aii,t'il

betreve-in-Gods—p
for klal yisrael. The First Com-
mandment links God's role as the
Prime Mover with His role as the
Redeemer of Israel. in light of this
ion many. i 1 sources
interpret  this commagggniernitw as
demanding not only belie¥ in God,
but” acceptance of his kingship as
well. (1) The Torah is replete with
miracles that are both a sign and a
e to Jead

T g With ~@
strong hand and an outstretched

e e 2
connected with ldol worship Fm'

arm’". Even such ‘natural” events

this reason too God lorbﬂe so*rcery

balieve 6therwise,

Rav Ettlmger adds that since the'
performin
nature, the patient cansot ~be

The Rambam could not accept Tt'llg

the drashah whicﬁﬁ'ﬁmﬁﬁm‘d}'
to- underst

rml’texch-ﬂr(%é)—FchhazaL&gh _

understanding was a practical as
-welt-as-legal neeessitys-—:-

~ 7 T~ Magical Practives—
—As for-the-ather magical prac-
tices, chazal tended to régard them
with a certain healthy skepticisn\
even -as they mdulged in them.

schoolchildren, they did not base
their every action on.such signs.

] shmt»fhﬁtelbellevedt—hat God

cantation. For Rashi and others who

take the idea of “istakel b’onl'a w’

Lty Thosety

ag
monitored by God. Only by lifting
__ his | hands in prayer to God (2) can

The very encounter with Amalek is,
say Chazal, (3) a punishment for the
Jews’ having asked whether God was
really watching over them.

In an atmosphere so charged with
divine immanence, the Torah
carefully excludes certain avenues of

- communieatior - with " the -super-
natural which it considers
The Torah forbids (3) most o
soothsaying (5}, telekinesis (6),

apjmal _hypnotism _ (7). _com:
munication with the  dead - (8),
"~ sorcery (9), and astrology {10).

Certain forsns of legérdemain may
also be lorbidden (11) Pumshmem

m nachosh kosem, chover chnver,
doresh el- hamaytim  to sekilat
ba’al_ oy, yideni).. By demanding
belief - ir a personal God while -
threatening - those  who practice
magic with ‘severe punishment, the
Torah forces lhe lew to distmguish

{20y Finally, the i posits that
the - sorcerer " assumes that nian’s
existence can be controlled almost
“entirely by externat-forces; Such-a-
notion is inimical to the concepts of
free. will. and divine providence,
Rambam comes down hard on
astrology which embraces theories
of predetermination, fheories  as
dangerous as they are erroneous.
21} :

All customs based on “the belief’

- “thatd certdih a4t of incafitation s &

medically efficacious' in an occult
_manner should be discouraged says
the Rambam. Anyone who practices
such customs is not only a sorcerer
but 2 “heretic (kofer) for he makes
the words of the 'lorah a bodily

spmtual medlclne
Sa’nhedrin (101a) states that one
may whisper scriptural passages
over a wound on Shabbat, thus
implying they have a -therapeutic
.value, Rambam explains that this is
permitted only for the psychological

between | ex-
perience and superstitioh.

° The~ tension created ~ by -these -
deniands is fully expressed in the

“believes i the
-fectiveness.- (23} Jt-is-this statement -the-same:way -he-has granted-man— knows—the-true- future;—from- Him - -+

1l-being -of. the_ patient .who
incantation’s ef-

which caused the Vilna Gaon to

—of )Uu.vLy

Q A a
(22) Though" sorcery weakens‘ s0 to speak God s

Fwor
placed on “sorcery. Firs!ly, there
must be a reasonable basis . for

that _what one s _doing
involves natural rather than
sypernatural forces. How are we to
.distinguish, ~ however
‘natural and occult forces, To this
Rav " Extli ponds—that_one.

between

The “Raiiiban (31) follows Rashi
but he’ distinguishes between dif-
od:

magic performéd  With “an i
strument is ma’aseh shedbm and is
permissible. Only sorcery which uses

must believe that one is
scientific tattrer>than magical ‘ac--
tivities, The.subjective state of the
practitioner, xhezetore, As as

ngaged in 2

s is_ma'aseh _keshafim

and is forbidden, The Ramban -

- bases-this- distiriction - on Abbayes

statement, “That which requires an

fras-many-ways—of

with man, some more reliable than
others. Never did they abandon their
sense of -personat responsibility to
blmd obedience to signs ttom the

asontoa father, knowmg that he is
father’s watchful

‘mature and-make hsmvn way inthe
worls

AAgkh_dLa Yitro, Parshah 6
. hoyil e, ier Mitziol et -
1.

2: Shmot-17:11 (see Torah Ymnma}l ad. loc);
Rosh Hashan h 2%.

t Rabbah Parshah 26: 2
4 Shmoi 22:17; Vayikrah '19 2631; 20:27;
Dvarim 18:o- 13,
5. Nicl “Samhedrin-65b-and 66h.
6. This probably comes under the general
heading of Kishyf. Seé Sanhedrin 68a and
Responsa Jur Taam Va Daat of Rav: Shlomo
Kiuger (3rd edition, i, No." 48). Rav Kiuger
suggests that Isaiah. 6511 may be referring to

essenitial a3 the objective mature-Bf
his practice.

These two elements are reflected .

instrument (mvolves) shedim, that
32
The Ramban seems to be

aver involve 3 form oF
See Rashi Sanhedrin ‘652 sv

terekmesns
umshani and s.v.-echad.

in R Iohanan's statement, "Why is._distinguishing betweeii the natufal ~7 Thover chaver. Thiis Dr. -Jaco Bazak i his

sorcery “called kishuf? Because itis
makcehish the heavenly court.!” (26)
Makchlsll canbe understood in one

power (in the sense of Kachush).
This. would imply that sorcery is a
power outside of the normal system
of nature which canoppose God's
will, This idea raises‘the problem of
dualism, but one can siniply - posit
that God has- given -occult forces
limited power and independence in

these. faculties.

almud. While many fanatim 27—
and - amoraim (13) rail against
popular practices. which border on
sorcery,others speculate on. matters
of astrology (14), have their dreams
interpreted (15), or plot theix actions

« according to certain signs (16). To
understand the Talmudic atfitude
towards sorcery we must raise two
questions. Firstly, what inherent evil
did Chazal péreeive in the practice.
‘of sorcery?” Conversely, - what
legitimate- value did they assign to

Let us begin with the Rambam. In
“attemipting to.explain the gemarot
concerning sorcery, Rambam.  ac-

tually imposes his own philosophu:ad

tamerttintth

was *ed- ——R—Joh i50_bi

(astray). by_philosophy"". (24)

to.
For the Rambam, who thought. God (in the sense of kachash, In other words, God has supplied - F""d’a"de’) L, chapters .36, 37 (pp.

‘that _all. forms. of ~ sorcery - and
asirology are worthless, it was sasy.
to' dismiss. them out of hand. For
those who believed that miany -of
these  pfactices are scientifically
.correct, . the . problem - of
distinguishing - between ~forbidden
and permissible forms of kishuf was
more -relevant and meore difficuit.

by -

that kishuf denies the supremacy of

vichazav). - While the first . ex-
planation emphasizes. the - poten-
tially harmful effect of: kisbuf, this
second  interpretation. emphasizes
the -arrogant and rebellious attitude
of the mechashef. Let now examine
some of rhe Talmudic practices in

kishuf.

Ackrali

We can appréachethi
aising anotheg, What do:we mean
r:\vhen a‘spe:fk‘\ of - thie . occult? I
“anything * fhiat - canmot. .be, scien-
tifically explained even -if em-
pirically proven, in ‘tifis. category?
Shalt a Jewish doctor whodogs not
accept the ying-yang theory regard

notions upon the h_and

puncture as a form of sorcerv?

s
“3‘:@ ‘the' o movy 3 gﬁ@%‘ﬁ:
Rambam’ fotwithstagding, masy
‘aioraim befieved that the sfars hag
af least a-fimited effect on one’s,

and the occult. That type of sorcery
which requires an instrument is_
merely a natural phenomenon The

one
though he may not understand its
workings. The magic produced by

. incantations, however, is an appeal..

to the occult and therefore illicit. In
this connection one should. note that
the Ramban lists “Tamim tihye im
Hashem- Elokekha” as-a separate
mitzvah which' includes the belief
that “He. alone does all and He

alone .shall we learn about the

saying .—future, either through His |

or through his. pious followers™. (33)

man  with  snfficient . means for
undersiandmg what - we need to
about the universe. To search for
power and information eisewhere is
arrogant and dangerons:

A -second = major.- approach
‘suggested by both Rashi(34) and the

in the gemarah as exceptional cdses.
None ‘of Chazal practiced magic

warly, evet, . wl 2. Saﬂhednn 67, T rakes & similar
yd:f" il R‘?’;ﬂ\&fe w“!?\'\avpmammnscomfﬁmﬁmwsﬁeawmu "
bj ceuld be.achi i. o5 A.{Aw'm o

L'Maalah min Hachushim {Jerusalem, 1968)
8. Doresh el hamayfim, also baal ov (see
Samuel I, 28), Sanhedrin €3b distinguishes
between them.
9. Baal ‘ov_and yidoni, also Kuhuf See
To. Monen according to &, Akiva (Sanhedrm
636) Astralogy may also e f
of “Tamim tihye im Hashem £} cﬂ(eklu See
Pei;:hnm T13b and Tosafat Shabbat 156b 5.v.

11. See Sanhednn 655 and 67a Also. see

Rambam. Hilchot Avodah Zarah 11:34 and

Kesef Mishhelt ad. i

12. Sanhedrin 8oa; Pesachun 113b.

13. Sanhedrin 67b.

14: Shabbat 56a. -

15. Berakhot 56a:

16. Chullin-95b.
A

18. Rambam in his"
Congregahon

_ While they dis d_astrology-the:
concluded that thé stars d,o not
control _Israel.>: While they -
terpreted dreams they also spoke of
interpreters who modified their
intorp i a di to the
amount they were paid. (38) While
they ‘heeded the -words of

19. Ibid. Aso. L,m

e Perplesd (TS

225

Giide't5 the: Perpumd l; chapler
29 317)
21 Rambant

22 Hitchot Amdah,Zxrah Thiz

23,

24 Bu.\yel HaGra Yoreh Dealy 179: 13‘
esponse. Binyan Tziyan 1, No; 28.

2& Sanhednn 675

27. See Response Rivash No. 92.~

gb See,for example; Shabbat | 816 and Melah

“the light of these deﬁnmons of Ramban (35) is to view the incidents 29. Gittin

330. Shahbat B1b sV,
31. Teshuvot Halhshox HIMEYIICIHIM
taRamban No:

+ kishuf, Chazal made use of it: As a
cofollary to this interpretation

34 th'lm 1056 5.y, amsi:
35. b

character and_destiny. Thus it was = Ramban notes that most instances - Sa"hed“"“ﬂ 5%3‘”5‘9"'""’“"“"‘"

‘an”accepted part of “science” and

Chazgl readily.dealt’ wrth it without rather than lheu‘ ma.mpulatwn In .38, Berakhot 56a.

of kishuf involve exorcism of spirits

37. Shabbiat 156a:
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B_:bhcal Canﬂllahon The Taamei Hamikrah

by Moshe Beslove

3 h

S

Although alt Yeshiva students are aware of
the cantitlations. - useful to the reader as a
_guide for intoning the Biblical text, but
“otherwise not relevant to Jewish culture and
religion. Adegree of awareness of the history
“ of the trope-—and the scope of functions
which itsetves will hopefully lead to at least

may-serve-thereby -to more study. of
“the subject and practical unhzatlon of the
knowledge gained.
~'The work trope comes from the Greek
workd, “tropos,” meaning turn. Two Hebrew
synonyms are m'ginot (tumes) and (aamin
(accents). refering specifically to their
muslcal and grammatical functions. -
"Four Fanctions of Trope
. Several functions of the trope have been
d_by Sal Rosewsky, a pioneer

in its scientific study.

- ———I—me tmpmmdmmd_\mnlacnems By

P the-phrasdl-ending—For
example the rale that a word endm: in a
vowel causes an initial “Beged Kefet” letier
of the next’ word to lose its dagesh applies
.withing a phrase ouly.

But - why ,do the nyqurlty of Yeshiva
students who do not read the Torah publicly
have to understand they won't be ajle 1o

ng 2
Abraham lbn &m (3). “Don't pay any at-
tention to any mterpn:tatxons that don't
follow the trope,” P
Musical Fanctions of the Trope
The third and most commonly known
function-of the' trop is the musical one.
ldelsohn (4) the founder of;- Jewish
Jusively that the
public cantlllation ofthe Torah is a umquely

cvery Jewxsh male to read . the . Parshat
Hashavuah thrice weekly, twice in the
original. From an inference, codifiers deduce
that the trope is not a necessary paxt of this
Mxtzvah, but should be included if ibl

- ng the Totes
- hand-signals. Rashi also relates that in
certain  non-Ashkenazic communities the
practice has survived. In our era we are
fortunate to see this very practice in several

a fourth

Unfortunai y, as of this time, veryylmle
study - of this apsect has been undertaken.

' The Origin of the Trope

The Orthodox view is that the trope was
handed down at’ Sinai. The fact that (7)
historical indications all point to any origin
of the Slg‘l‘lS of the trope during that Ninth
Century in Tiberias has led many h

far flung and the names and
written symbols of the Taamin are thought to
be outgrowths of this a.nclent custom A
. een produced in
‘cooperation with the Hebrew University.

It should be clear from the above
discussion that those who dismiss the
taamim lightly, be it in _musical application
or learning, are doing a great injustice to
themselves in not taking advantage of the
God- g\ver: alds m appmmatmg Torah more

and musicologists to assume that pope is no

'r.:yu 1

N

NPT T3

3 nodern lang
* periods, commas, ¢tc, to indiCate different

.of secoggr to. last g yllable, one can tell on
which of these two syllables the dcceiit Talls.

A few tropes don’t serve this, function, for
traditionally, they are placed in a given’
position. For.example, the zarka and segol
are always placed on the last syllable,
regardless of where the accent of that

1 Smensomstn

i
:sr;mp Y
RPSD AEpNptn NN'IJJ'\N
NI o0 mmﬁm nbrm

faliay 1‘)R : P

m‘:
NP 1913
P'DB 2 a0

fufty- Hy,

and theref figi ly. Space li

oly permit us to make passing refere
~ few of te many {nfuefices that -

lly,

WOST Fiithentic musical tradition, has had a
“ofi Jewish music. These influences appear in

used in__Tiferet Gdulah of the Shab.
batMinchan Serivce; The Bnachta motive
for Miyom Kippurim Zeh in Kol Nidrei) as
well as in modern songs, such as “Jérusalem
of Gold." Bearing this m mind, we hope that
the Yeshiva student, learning Talmud on

“particular word falls.
2. A 'second function of the trope. is

2 H@’”-

-mp nSwSy pms 500!}
o ﬂ?ﬂﬁﬁ'm‘hb

“onie hand, and vitally inierested in Jewish
music on the other wlll no Ionger regret the

88— €]

the
g ~Halakhih ind Jewish Misicology

student point

gy meet.”

degrees of pause, S0 does the tmpe. albeit i m Jewish si:eciﬁéally i dto h
amuchmerefi ify_and.add those_past m:'::": ila":’g}:‘;‘: hundred years old. The ’

Vafious prayers (e.g. the Zarka-S€gol motive

this way it is shown which words are con-
nected as part of one phrase Masoretes have

divided the trope into Mlachim or Maphsiidm,

mlels or pausals. and sewants or" con-

Trope Has nlﬂenmhy

The rilers mdlcate that some degree of
pause follows the word; the servants that the
word is to be connected to the next as a part

the Bible read puplicly. 'ﬂms, mausical ap-
plications of the trope are confined ex-
clusively to those- books- the Pentateuch,
Prophets and Megilo! {Five Scrolis)- that are

- mdwbhc}y i the > Synagogue Fuﬁ'nermore

TGl

Training
doesn’t see any contradictions between the
traditional view and the findings of
historians, The trope was-certainly handed
down at Sinai, but was originally Oral Law
~likemost old. ifadition,” Just as throughout

musical syslem for all the trope systems. He
therefore refutes those who point to
divergent musical applications of the trope

our bled history d more of the
Oral “Law had to be written down, to be
preserved, similarly, during the Ninth
Century, Tiberian ‘scholars realized that

Footrotes

1) Rosowsky, Solomon—Cartillation of the Bibe,
wranslated by S Bugatsh. prinied in“jewish Music Forum’”

January 1965, Vol. X, pp.

(Z) Many places in hls Blbllcal oommen(anes e.g. Genesis

3} lbﬂ “Ezra, Abrahare, Moznainy, Ofenbach 1797,

() 1delsohn, A.Z_Jewish Music, Shoken Press pp. 3571,
(5) Shulchan Asukh, Orach Chaim, 61.24.

(6) lhid 285:6— Muhnah Brurah 17.7 . -

{7) Idelsohn, op. cit.

8) Memllah 32a; Sanhednn 1013, m(eraha

(9) Brakhot 622"

of a phrase. me.. ave even_ in mannnlSephardlc, Ashkenazlc, etc.). as
i em L kings; of &=
viceroys, and thmidncommand according
RV,

—cont pOTALy P
“presemvation o pe on devising Tor it a

w the ucgm: of paise-they-rep Bithis:

of emperor-rank: - - -
At this point one. will Jdghtfully ask; If one

__ lmows the tune’of each tmpe, why is lt

- ,»Agam the-reader wilk que;uen Why-miust
one leamn ‘the ‘musical applicatioti of the
tropa" Two areas of Halakhah' can” answer

P 2 The answer
is that many rules of | punctuatmn are based
dm:ctly on the grouping ‘of wonds intp a
phrase only the last word of which tak:s a

cording ‘to_the trope V(nﬁlf practical “¢on-
siderations remove this Halakhah from the
mandatory category.) (5)

| written orthography.
o -t Al

Bt
referred to the following works:

- Engl
) FheCantillation of the ible by Sok )

‘The Talmud alludes to trope, though not to

“_specific “notes, in. many places, (8)- For-

tunately, one source gives us a clue about jts

transition from Oral to Written Traditign.
~The_Talmud (9) says that the xight ha

uld be given  prefercnce

in certain

N. V 1%7
ﬁ %:sihe Accentuation of. the Blbl(ca! Prose by
ﬂvzm Wickes, Claredon Press, Uxford, 1887; eissued by

Publishi §
3) Camsllauon by Frapcis L.~ Cohen, in )ewlsh En-
cyclopedia, 1900.

by z:hzk Neeman, MoveshihTet

1) Tsittei Hamiks:
Avw Isnel 1955.

“situations’ as being the hiand with™ wmcn the

“signs of the taamim are pointed.out.” Rashi

_ ({lot. cit.) explains this-as a ,practice . of in-

‘Dedicaied Rabbi Remains ﬁﬁ}eterloratmgﬁommunlty

by Mordechai Breuer,
Jeru e 1958,
(3; Sheurim L limud Taamei Harnikra, israel, Volumes | —

by Mitchell Weiss i
— —Lhe stoaraf the. bling Jewish

community-is unfortunately .an all
o fumiiliar one. The .
Jeatured below is the result of an
interview  with  Rabbi. Meshulom.
Just such .« ‘community,

~conducied by Mitchell_Weiss. As Meshulom_told_me. “we_hope to
requested by Rubbi Meskidoni. all "have one on Rosh Hashonah and _

so0, ‘move out: and the dominoes
_begin to fall. It didn't take very lof
for. a once small but flourishing-

families to fall by the wayside. “We
haven't.had a minyan on.Shabbat
for six or seven years," Rabbi

lered the pulpl( in a small but
nity.—that
which he still serves today. Little did

darticle . Jewish community of one hundred pe know then, how much his life and

the life of his community would be
mtertwmed

For thirty years "the

dismal remnant of glorious days,

mownlegatedr(e the obscure corners

of one’s memory, the bitter-sweet

_taste of nostalgia never to be erased

from the minds of its former
inhabitants.

Yet even. as ‘the commumty

kened. Rabbi Meshulom seemed

wwumps ave been deleted for fear-of . Yo Klppur—but it -is--only‘a

repircussions. - Rabbi  Moshulom

wishesto publicly express hisrthanks

for (he inspiration ke received from

Rubbt Herbert G’olds!em z"l and

. L. Sar

"my “mother told me we were

_ goingto see a Tzadik, and s0, when

- after a-long-ride-we- finally reached.-

our destination and were -ushered

- into his study, 1 naively asked: ‘Are

—youthe Tzadik?™

z«'hat had happened, . Rabbi

Meshulom had disappeared into one

of the other rooms; We had to wait

“for a few minutes beiore e would
"cofisentto evine out.”

Thi§ story-was related to me by

. the girl who, though married now,

had never forgp%ten the vivid dlsplay
of hu A .

i

y. Rabbi
when she was but a child. With this

incident .in mind, 1 arranged \a’_

ezvous with the

‘h"" ftiendd toreaam
sthe nelLboﬂxood Lwas told- -
S have to.see it to-
believe it 'til.I saw it. -

Actually, the story is by now ‘a
familiar. one. One. moves in;
wealthiet Jews who can afford to.do

AN
you

" hope.”

This is the story, not so much of
how a Jewish community Gf indeed
it can be called that) of “maybe five
or six families® makes ends meet.
ls_the phllosophy of one man, Rabbi

and-tire The

-Falmud-Forah- beeame & place of -

fearning,-a retreat from 'the secular
pressures of the day. for young-and
‘old; rich and poor, learned and not-
so-learned alike. ‘And as ‘the shul
and community grew, so did its

Rabbi's . devotion - ‘to”  his
ion.. There were wedding:
to perform, bar. mi to

eve tC"”Ldidn‘t -

Who is this man? Where is he
- from? What is he domg"

shufom s of —shiort~ the Rabbi; whoraisohad-a family to—debatable. Further: i~ trave—would -

boys
prepare; a multitude of activities to
occupy the already limited time of

approaching there & much to
prepare;--aside from the usual
preparations there is much that the
two or three students in the Talmud
. Toralr must -be taught before—the

Yom Tov. I still have to reach the .

hearts -and souls of t}ese children
and thmugh them, their parents

"

5 €T an_inner i} i
did ‘you stay?"* was my very obvlous
.question. To Rabbi Meshulom
though, - the answer was - equally
(obvious; ' consider it my duty to
serve the community in which ‘I
happen to live. Can a soldier on the -
front say: ‘I don’t want to guard this
particular position?’ I have no right
to_change my |
attractive one—as a matter of fact,
whether it is more atifactive or not is

Fhough—he—was-

Rabbi Meshul r,mrmk
and friend of mige, upon hearing of
the mugging, %Id me he was
convinced that this was-none other
than a heavenly sign that I must
leave, | however, am just as con-
fident that these incidents were
nisyenot, tests of my persistence to

+ stay and ‘serve my community.”

1 suppose that ™ after— serving as
Rabbi for thmymght years, 6o one
il

SR« in

e A Rn}\hi

-statgre. His eyes twinkle when they
_stress a Talmudic’ point; they dispiay
warmth when he talks of his feliow
- Jews, and burn with fervor unlike
dny I've ever seen when he discusses
his role in his community.

Rabbi- Meshulom had featned in
the great yeshivot of Europe before
“his . family . emigrated from
Belarussia to the United States, a
short_while after World War ‘1.,
thn they, carae, to.this country,

""’lx‘)”t ".'Robbi Meshulom. then a- young.

__yeshiva...bochur, —entolled - and_

his. Sk

Taise;
As fate. would have it, the com-
munity was too good to last. One by
orie they fled, leaving behind only
the old and the sick, too, poor and
100 ill to flee. until the ne)ghborhood
detenorated to what it is today’.

The Editorin-Chief and
Governing Board  sof
HAMEVASER _ extend thelr,
shicerest condolensces Shalom

q - ¢ X
“from . Rabbl Isaac- Elch

Carmy,
YC.onﬂwlouofMﬁIﬂur Mly -
fhe be fi ~amongst--the

Theological Seminary.

After a number of years m & t'ew
ulom was of-’

shules, Rabbi- Meshi

and Zion.

of J Y

this—ratter—with—Rav
Katler zt"#~and have received his
personal approval: "

1 remember one occaslon years

the-_unique cit-
cumstances  surrounding = Rabbi
Meshulom.. .

Ye't |n my-talks: with -him,- -
" more than the stubborn

ago,” Rabbi
“Iwas offeted a shieila in'Boro Park
‘and my wife and I were discussing it.
Never shall 1 forget what my oldest

son said ‘to me: ‘Father; have you’

already made- all the peoplc here

) religious?” Needless o say. I decided. ...

. handfit remammg families. You
see, for me Ylddashkm does not end
h

- day du
the week as well a$ Friday night and
all day Shabbos. There ate, yet many
things to do. With Pesach- quickly

perslstence of a Htvak Rav. You see,
Rabbi-Meshutom is married to his
shul, his community. his peigh-
bors-—to the very life he now leads.
He corimands the respect and the
love of gli those. whe-are touched by
him, and they give of it freely. In his
wit and wisdom he retlects the end
~of a .long line- of Rabbis, .a

English, th spsrk of warmth which
seems so lost in the world, emanates
h'om———the Tiadik. -

generation of musmachim unlike -
that found-today:-Even-in-his fluent-
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The Miracle Of Medinét

Rambam, " Guide to the Perplexed” Part 3. Chapter 36

“Tn o - - b b
| o s . thy 3
this sense we must understan the passage, 'if you walk with me the method of Egyptian redemption

- by Rabbi Benjamin Blech

Pele needs no Pirsum - for a wonder speaks for itself. What

by chance (“bikeri), Le. If 1 bring troubles upon you fOr ,1aced ‘the war against Amalek in a different category was the
punishrent,” and you consider them as mere accidents. 1 will fact that here God worked-not for but_through man, who also
again Se'"l:v ois Some uf these accidents, as you ,Ca{l them, but ?f had a share in the battle. Moshe, Aaron and, Hur stood on top
a more serious and troublesome character. This is expressed in 'of he mountain and prayed. Jewish soldiers in the valioy betow
the words, "if you walk with me by chance, then I thvaaIk with L ore forced to engage it fighting. As Moshe lifted his hands in

vou also in the fury of.chance.”™"

The Tokhachah_portion of I Fotan
according to a remarkable interpretation of Rambam afi
traditional commentators, identifies the primary cause
curses threatened as divine retribution with the sin impl
the word “Bikeri”: Failure to recognize the active and ong
intervention of G-d in the affairs of man.

History for the Jew is not simply a record of events. 1t is
rather the story of meetings between man and the Almighty.
When Moses first asks Hashem, how shall I convey the reality

icit in

dother| descendeds-the-fate -of the-wartiors-took-2 “icn for The WOTSE.
for.the' Israel did indeed win but there was an implicit fear from a

being to the people? - the unswer- is-not-the ofti

e
de

When the

prayer, the tide of war swung in favor of our peopls
Ny fonad and the ands

spiritual point of view connected with this victory. Perhaps the

oing soldiers might be foolish enough to believe that solety through

their efforts was the successful outcome achieved. Perhaps they
_might not recognize that God works not only with the method
of Hashem - counter nature - but also as.Elokim, which, as the
Kabbalists point out equals Nature. e

After. the victory over Amalek,; Moshe built an alt;

ar, for a

Yisrael As ‘Atchalta De-Ge’ulah’™

- L .
must appear, no mattet what ‘the state of piety of our people.)

—Can one’ ?_The Gaon of-Vilna“ cites the
Tajmud in Sanhedrin, 38B, ing the creation of Adam:

ere it is made clear that it was on the fifth hour that Adam
“stood-on his feet,’” The exact time in the sixth millenium when
the Jewish nation would be able to stand on_lts own feet would
therefore correspond to the particular hour when Adam was
"completed by God and enabled to stand ‘érect.  Rabbi
Abraham Yelon in his work Geulat Yistael made the necessary
calculati ediction: If a twenty-four hour period eqoals

a.thousand 5 CVeTy fOuT o
to 41 and 2/ 3rd years. Adam food ‘ofi Kiy feet at-the fifth-Hour
of day. That is to say after twelve hours of night and five hours
following. The twelve hours of night are the equivalent of five
hundred years. The additional five hours of day are another two
hundred and eight. The particular year then predicted for the
nationhood of Israel, the moment most clearly coinciding with
God's redemption “of oug -natien would be in the sixth
millenium, i.e. 5,000, plus another 708. The year in English

_of your
i 4"l am thiat | am” but rather, "1 will be what T will

be.” Tell the people. that they will grasp mé as T inake’ myself]

manifest in the unfolding of history. God asks to b¢ fecognized

¥ig

ts. of historic

The purpose of the plagues was 10
Egypt acknowledge the: finger of .G-d.  And. the need to
acknowledge the finger of God in the story of man becomes for
Yehudah Halevy and others the fullest meaning of the first
commandment: “I am the Lord your-God who took you out of
the land of 'Egypt.” The emphasis of identification'is not God

- the-Creator-but tather God the ongoing guide and master; +he

fashioner of the world who is also Raler. -
To speak of historic events as reflecting nothing other than

£ 7 i ic-princi it the sin of

walk with me by chance. Every Jew. has aii Gbligation o grasp

his day. Does

the role of God as indicated by the headlines of
. ligation .of opr times?

moral

this threm not-become-a-—maj ¥
Can our generatjon, which has lived through both the horror of
d ion of

make evel

that the

hfracke Tequires

~This

doing of the Lord of wonders.

hlessing
’s revelation

God

0 d-Suceot—do-not-h o
 they do not require

‘there was. in open an
Rabbi- ‘B in Blech, a- d Rebbe of Talmud,

Bible and Hashkaphah in JSS, received. semicha from
RIETS in 1956 and a M.A. in Social Psychology from
0 vervesas the

_miracles simply because t req

Columbia University in T955. Healst
of the Young Israel of Oceanside. Rabbi Blech, who
' > > itv, has

d_wondrods manner. " Purim amd

ith-which that date is identical is of course. 1948 - the very year

people recognized what __had p not_an_act_of i& e establishment of the State™ 0
cotricidence. “The  “natural-event-became mcw,mh%w pmphécy.l}.a!&WLHOj Tecognize it asmiteacte?t—

way in which the exact date of the birth
o acl was_foretold in Scriptures, Verses in the Torah, at-
cording to Kabbalah, are degmed {0 have (EHMIE IE4 o

with the years-of creatior that-they-p ing with
Genesis, count the sexiténces in the Bible and you will find that
the 5,708th verse is Deuteronomy, Chapter 30, Verse 3: “And
the Lord Thy God will turn thy captivity and have compassion
. upon thee and will return and gather thee from all the peoples
whither the_Lord Thy God hath scattered thee.”  Is-it mere

There is yet another

el B

taught in JSS since September 1966. In this exiensive

article Rabbi Bleich expl the ipt of Medinat -

Yisraelt—as Atchat
fentials for the foll

. P

Rabbi
Latihalict:

ey

the holocaust and the remarkable rebirth and p
our holy land, a generation which EliWieselhas aptly called
“the generation of Job and Jerusalem,” not make every effort to.
place our existential eGiiffotitatio ith the Almighty.into
theological perspective? i B
The Halakhic descriptive sucéinctly summarizing the Exodus
from Egypt experience is ‘‘Seder.” For what Pesach best
represents is the antithesis to the deistic philosophy of “Let Din
s’ Caprice, whim, chance - these are not the ways of

a world over which SRS & d~Creat -
What of the rematkable events of r

ecent histoty in terms of

that he just became forty ‘years old.

_Chanukah, however; are unique, In them man Ea;ed in the
i ith.God. jook of “Esthér does ‘not fave the

name mention

Almighty’s

even once. It i§ &5 if He above were:

in hiding, merely hintéd at infrequently in the two-fold
ing of Hamelech: according to Biblical ¢ y. It is
hidden Hester aspect of

Esther whose very name alludes to the g
Goz's-inter on. Can. we grasp that Purim, a lottery, fate,

aHc-schet gs?

charnce, cOIDCIence 2 2
t and won the

? Can we r the

e
finger of God in the form, content
1 2 Did-God 4

- f Medinat Yisraet? Dare we rightfuily

' servance.

. “to-man,, Pele is expressed by the tetragrammito:
" Jetter name of God which Hnplies an unnatural €veit.

? Was the Hester
least refuted by a
the establishment

P P
and far more significantly in its aftermath
Panim of the first in some way rectifiéd or at

—manifestation of the Almighty with regard to- stabl

fully elaim for our age the

highest fornrof Godly intervestionpossible - shall we posit for

our times the reality of miracles? Or perhaps better put in

reverse, dare we remain oblivious and insensitive™td prophetic

fulfillments which forcefully demand that we shout out, we
have seen the mighty hand of God - and therefore, as the Jews
of old who first witnessed the Almighty’s intervention in
“history, must conclide: "Andthey believed in the Lord, and in
his servant Moses.” T T T

| What Is & Mizacle?
To answer the question properly requires that we c

tionat £ miracle T o]

have halakhically been accords
descriptive. Both Chanukah and Purim are fulfilled via the
recitation «f a blessing in which we acknowledge “who did
w-micacles for.out forefathers, in these d

rthermore _this
s a cardinal

a i
Pirsuma Ni feature of proper
“Upon it seems . to realize that
thesé two-holidays alotic desérve the “miracle” appelation.
. Were there then no previous miracles warranting simifar
blessings? Passover, Shewiot and Succot would seem to have.
far more miraculous aspects to them. Why then do we not say

Al Hanisim, on any of those Bibfical festivals? How can one
b & h

L 1

exodus from Egypt
‘Amalek: Ttis then too that he builds-an altar - ie.
. 'publicizing a miracle and calls its name ““The Lord
fe.” Why, one might well ask, was
punction for acknowle of God’s role
this, after plagues and the miracle of the splitting of the -
Were theplagues the splitting of the Red Sea in any. way
“manifestations of God’s i son?

and sequenice of their- war-The

. at . th:
Messidnic era? “R. Johanan said, when

kah story too fou;

The in the Ch

red its Head
ts -of “human

or-of past-Arm hinking rea
in. Precisely_in- these seemifig momen
achievement it becomes alf the more jmperative.
obligatory to proclaifii the blessing of a Sheasa Nisim. All other
holidays may eventually become negated. But the festival of
%{m@?émm‘?ﬂ b
appears in_the Jorm of Eloki

everfasting. ~
Let us therefore proceed to atierii]
days have witnessed miracles as defined by our tradition,
miracles which represent a testing of our spiritual faculties ‘of’
‘Tedogmition.” e H

Birth Pangs of the Messish

you see a generation
overwhelmed by many troubles as by a river, await him..As it is
sritten, "Whien the enemy shall coriie i like a flood, the spirit

1 followed by, ‘And the redeemer shail come unto Zion.” There
wére. those who did not desire to live in-the Messianic era for
ey could avoid the catastrophic preliminaries.
im _gome, but let me not see Him.” Rabah

DO tkewise—Th SRAPGS
" “The Eternal will answer thee in the time of trouble.” T
likened to a father and son walking along the way.. When the
son grew, weary, he asked, ‘Where s the city to which we are
going? And the father replied, “There is 2. sure Tdication
before you. If you see a cemetery.ahead, then you will know that
the city is nearby.” Thus did the Holy one, blessed be He, ad-
dress Israel. When you behold the hardships multiplying about

!

‘4 day,” and every day of creation
ds to a th

 The solution for our sages stems from a profound difference follow. Adam, the ;pex of creation, appeared on the scene on

“between ‘two - Hebrew woids; -which unforfunately are
translated identically isi the English: Neis and Pele d
o ending logical, human; rafional explanation.
differ  howewet i ! Pele-is & wonder ie. ap
o ion by

suspenision of aatural law, 2 cleaf intrusion by
w&ﬁp@oﬂﬁemﬂ.vmmmmmmmy
_was the splitting of the sea. Asan

: 20ry, %0 {00 miay. be hastened by
aspect of God's refativnship pecple.
n, the fouir: arrival
This was represen: the-very

oft the sixth day. And the Zohar 117-118 makes clear that it s
escribe the sixth’s thousand year.cycle - that is to say from the year
They 5,000 forward - that
brious take place.

Messiah’s coming will of necessity have to
101 course it-1s aN¥ays teoogiiized. that-this Jonged for cza
~repentince “on- the :part-of -the. Jewish.
i . and a “hastened” time for the

Thereis an"ap

of God’s annointed. The dates projected by Chazal all
Iatest, ‘outer limits of time when Messiah_

and religionsly. Lheclopica

of the Eternal shall it ap 4 standard against him'~which-is-millen

coincidence or is it miiracle tfiat the self-same-verse.which

ban and all traditional long ago iated
withrthe firststage0 t@mwﬁm‘?_
the. -in-gathering -of exiles, -as the iitial step i the

" eschatological process of Messianic fulfillment, = precisely
THaTCHES fsdort 5 i
currence within our own lifetimes? .
How remarkable, too, that if we look backwards in
D y to those ponding to the years
immediately prior, we note that the. section closing Biblical
5705 {1945) and before, speak of a period of curse and of
gue, 4 tiffe of phe - and -d ion, and. era of
brimstone and salt, and of burning compared. to the over-
throw of Sodom and Gemorrah. The holocaust too thus found
its way into Biblical prophecy. And if one asks the ultimate
question of questions: How can one find a religious Fationale
i o 2 e i ith which

or-th Anchwitz
 the Bible brings to an end this|
045}, is--by—every standard the best. amd” only
vesponse:.(The secret things helong.unto:the
bt the things that are revealed belong-unto us

)

and
to out children forever that we may do all the words of this
law.”

our God

I s olear then that the-gra to-which the sages-
Téfefred as presaging ption—is-the-on ining-six
“williorrof our bretiwen:*The-Eternal-wi inthe

time of trouble.” And the response to the holocaust was God's
creation of the State of Israel.

! The78fiar (1392 linked the specific year for feden;étioii“with

the verse i Leviticus 25: 13 “In-this-year-of -jubilee- ye shail

e the coming of the  return every man nnto his possession.” Note the’ Hebrew word

for “ye shail return,” Tashuvn, is spelled Gefectively. Why this
seeming grammatical error? The written" word, if read as a
number,is 708. Coincidence or 'miracle that in ‘the sixth
ia.the thousandth year “day” of Adam’s creation, 708
proved indeed to be the yeaf of return. “You shall return,” said
the Torah, and we did - on the very date thit is the Gematria of
the “‘mis-spelied” Biblical Hebrew cquivaient. .
How shall the rebirth of the State of Israel take place? What
v ah-his jverance take? This

"prophesied: The guiding principle-fos
of history is that what d to the
would be repeated by their i For
example, when' Abraham left Egypt “heavy with cattlé, with
sitver and with gold,” it presaged the mansner in which the Jews
left Egypt with great wealth. The terrible illness the. King of
Egypt suffeted because of Sarah foreshadowed the plagues the

d the-ab: of the principle of Pirsumei Nisa for Iyou,vat that hour shall you be redeemed. ‘The Eternal will Egyptians later t ia his descen: '
those Holidays? o "7 . answer thee in-the time of trouble, " (Talmud, Samhedrin, jife would Kr;mﬁélgde;‘;m “f::s(‘s third ofd Eﬁdﬁiﬁm’:
S . Ong answer s contained in a Bibfical namative in 68b. 99a) S k T history. Tsaat would-be the-piWtotype for the second, The final
i ¢ difficulty becomes obvious. The first tinre—— The-graveyard is- _a sign that the Messiah is mear at chapter of our story would be theisequel to Jacob. Jacob, whose
we find Moshe using the word miracle with regard to the trand: i ip. Af Tvears wieie a hon-endifig-sirijgele with adversagies; )
is only after the successful victoty over what point may we realistically look forward to redemption? the Jew of the F

. an act of Are there any clues; other than calamitous holocaust, which we are to find contemporary fore-tellings.
is ‘my may serve as harbingers of Messizh?%#And is there a period of-
there not a similat time more propitious-than any other?

previous to - The story of Creation, in Kabbalistic thought, stands as
sea? prototype for all history that is to follow: “for a thousand.years
inferior are 5n Thy sight like

Jaob was a than of flight until one -moment ‘of great
theological import. Running from Esau, fleeing from Laban,
fearful of the final confrontation with his brother _ he ‘at last
decides to engage Saro Shel Esav in battle, He'is wounded by a
blow to the sinew bone, which we sl .commemarate

d year period which is to halakhically by the law of the Gid Hanashe. It is-a blow to the

reproductive . area which symbolically, accoeding to the
Midrash; represents a prophetic vision ‘of loss of ‘countless
3 A 'hr‘id«u_ KT "B“t. e 2 'th

 Ramban, from a careful reading of the Torah, long ag
clear that the birth of Istael wonld take
of-a chatter from the nations

gathering -of. the exiles.” (Deuteronomy
(Continued on. Page 11)
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Opporfunify Co:sviL As Tredféd In Talmudic Literature

or opportumty cost doctrine has piovided ™

modern economic investigations with an invaluable tool of
_analysis. This doctrine conceptualizes the cost of production
of a commodity as reflecting hothing but. the payments .
needed. to attract the inputs involved from- their next best
| remunerative employment. Alternative cost theory makes
both demand and supply dependent upon utility by tracing all

by Rabbi Dr. Aaran Levine - o
the lost object himselt. Nevertheless, the rescuer can recoup at
ieast a fraction of his foregone income. The owner is obliged
to compensate him with a fge equal to the minimum

‘remuneration an unemployed worker would for _performing

rescue work of the nature at hand, or the

page 9
~ dllows /s compensati  for the effort expended in retrieving the *
lost object. Evidently, Tt 1s Kashi's view tharcompemsationfor——-—— .

the performance of a mitzvah under these circumstances is
permitted. (21)
The Pnai Y'hoshua (22), interpreting Rashi’s view, limits

com-

Vpensancn a typical worker in the restorer’s line of em-

would demand if asked to abandon his work in

por s
retuhnulatmn ‘of Ricardo's Comparative Advam age theory, it
forms the essence of petitive wage detefmination theory;
and, ﬁnally, is"at the crux of modern cost-benefit analysis.
Despite its paramount importance as an analytical tool, scant
reference to this concept is made in_the econontic literature
pnor to the appearance of Wiesser’s full scale treatment of it
in the 1870’s.

Talmudic utcratlne

of. op-

. the very least, the snialler of the zbove

the principte of “‘anan sahadl that the owner wculd incur; at
secure the restoration’ of his property. (13)

(IlI) A third variation of the above case occurs when neither
the owner nor a Bet Din of three were present when the rescue
operation was in progress. In this instance, the amount of
compensa(mn the restorer is.entitled to is a subject of dxspute
among the Rishonim.

10—

the i lity of the above formulation to instances where
it would work to the advantage of the owner. Hence, in the
evem that the orlglml work was less buidensome than the .

npe- ;ation tor ca;e lll is devlsad
3) No discount is admitted on

by Rabbeinu Channane
account of the work-leisure trade-off-discussed above. The
formulation does, however, introduce a new element into the
analysis by explicitly recognizing the variability of a worker’s
earnings during the coure of the year in response to fluc-
tuations in the demand for his services. Hence, in close.

- purhmxty—tgst—and discussions- abound reg&rélqg its legal»

to Yom Tov, the services of the tailor are in heavy

“Talfiudical economic anaty ys:s isan onfamitiar

ramifications in a variety of. of

Jﬁéﬁmmany The economic principles which

where opportumty cost assumes halakhlc slgmﬁcance occur

lerlie the legal sections of the Talmud as set
down in Halakhah are very advanced when

e

.,.n f by

lischarging mitzvot (1); 2) 1

compa {1 m econorm

demand and a~cordingly he earns a relatively high com-
--pensation for his work_ At other times of the year, demand for
his work tapers off considerably and is reflected in his
relatively depressed earmngs Time lost from work in

i ta-thi 3 d

earnmgs' suffered by assault victims d ring their
valescence (2); 3) loss of carnings occasioned by the breaking

1
original-—pa

HAMEVASER, Rabbl 'Dr. - Aaron Levine, a

of contracts (3); and 4) usury violations atising out.of b 3
transactions that-call for one party to desist from his usuaj

earning. activities as a - precondition-to receiving working"-

xap.l.t

. Gost described in settings 1 and 2. Invest!gahon of
setting 1 will, however, confiné tself t0
hashavat avedah

ity Conts’ d In

Lof‘ ¢ Rak Yaaconosefand
Chail Dep t of E ics in Yeshlva
Coll plores a significant t in

economic thought— The Opportumty Cost
‘Doctrine. Drievine ct
pertains to two halakhic |tuatlons: Opportunity
“costs inciifTed ifi “connection wi astavat-
Avedah and opporlumty costs mcurred by

I assault.

J

Conneclion With Hashavat Avedah
~Chancmg upon the fost propérty of his neighbor, the Jew is
duty bound to salvage and return the lost object to its rightful
owner and may not demand nor accept compensation for so
- doing (5} 1 pretation of the verse “Save that

asit_

TeTReving ulostubject s;
not by the retriever’s actual foregone earnings but only by the
-estimated earnings he could have commanded. for his work
during slack periods. Only in the event the recovery coincided
with a slack period of employment foethe retriever, would the
restorer recoup his foregone earnings in full. 24)
Indenmity For Enforced Idleness

In cases regarded ha.]akhlcally as criminal assualt, the
Forah directs the offender 10 compensate the injured party in
all the dimensions his injury could have extended. These areas
include mezek, tzaar, ‘reepoiy, shevet and boshet. | _

Shevet is an mdemnny to the injured party for the loss in
earnings he sustams m consequence of his required con-

panet #ts-ischarged with the respon-

The Rambam (14} and the Bet Yosef (15) are-of the view
that the restorer is only entitled to a fee equal to the minimum
amount he, the retriever, would have demanded if asked to

band.

there shall be no poor among you” (6) has, however, Jimited
the mcumbenéy of "this" obligation to instances -where._its..
disgharge would not impose a financial ldss on the retriever.

{7) Consequently, if one chanced upon a lost objcct and was at
that momem engaged in his own work or in the process of

_out that the eagerness on the part of the worker to trade part

of his wages for leisuré is diréctly tetated totheirksomeness-of .

his work experiénce. Hence, we would expect the blacksmith
and metal worker, engaged, as they are, in arduous and
! work to express a relatively stronger preference for

his own property, he need not. these

£
in-fav

rfm-mmg pleasaut and light work, ie; a

his wotk in favor of idleness: The variability of this-
“mEasiiTe is explicitly recognized-by the-Rambam.—He points.

sibility of estabhshlng the shevet hablhty After estimating the
bable length of the ,an
regard to the type of work the injured party would be capable
of performing subsequent to his confinement is made. His
earning capacity in this period serves as the  base period-for
the purpose of setting a value to his foregone earnings during
“'his petiod of €iiforced idieness. I consideration of the fact
that the injured party does not experience the disutility of
work during his confinement, the shevet liability is reduced to
a pay equal to the mini ion the victim
3 uld demand if asked to abandon his base period em- -
hof Tim ohis_confimement s

favot of Kﬂcnm (25) =

It appears ta us that application of the above discount does’
not significantly reduce the shevet liability. This follows from

» e piapeEty s abilityto exert
up ¢ foi earni d nds - the amount of re rhd-wil
f::':ec? thc ranes to fecomp s T regogLﬂ'Il_ggr; aeg:ﬁm - givei-thé-chance of. abandomng‘t.henr wotk in favor of lexsure
cases -can be.identified. - (16} )
The proportion of the worker s total wages i ved in the
()-In_the_event the_ feturner_stipulated a fee with -the P! oy also mﬂueuce

—proprietor for undertaking th
isof the melon that the af

the-extent.that it covers the feasible foregone earnings-of the - c:ple—ofdnm i

retriever. Any amount in excess of this cannot be exacted by
the rétriever, as the pmpneter may claim that that part of his
'sﬁyuhﬁon was made in jest (mahata ani boch). The kizot
*disputes-the reasoning 1 is of the view that-as-
MWMMHMm of -
the refriever; he has a valid legal claim to amy amount agreed
pon by the owner, even if it is in excess of his feasible loss.
The dlspute between the smah and Kizot holds regardiess of
whaeh—pany—mmafed the
Once payment has already been received by (B¢ réscuer, th
proprieter cannot reclaim any part of the agrced upon fee on
the grounds that the stipulation was made in jest. (10)

i

In the absence of the owner, three individuals constituting 2
r and offer a

rorthe 'y of the To:
‘property. The;r offer may ‘extend as high-as the value of the
lost article itself, as we are certain that the owner. would be.
pleased with this arrangement. This follows from the fact that
restoration’ of thé lost -article spayes the owner “ the nuisance
involved in- nplacmglt In addition, when the.lost property in.

. qugstion is an animal, we: are ceftain that the proprietor
prefers its restoration even if the rescue fee would be as high
s matket valug;-as the subjective value of the

e

h

t he feels for it. 1)

cue operation, the.Smah (8)° vmposeéexehangew
reed upon fee is only binding to A ; gh

e made—The-

ammal  to- hmf excoeds ity market-valug-by virtue of the _

gmalutlhtyghesuh;ecuvelalue 0f a.
unit of wages would i while the corresponding value of
a unit of leisute would diminish as the proposition of trading
wages for leisure is presented to the worker on a larger and
larger scale. In addition, long periods of ileness could very
well be perceived by the worker as adversely affecting his
“health (17} and exéiting a corr) ce-on-his-moral
character: (18) Another consideration that would doubtless
enter into the worket’s woek-leisure preference scale would be

the time of day the uffer of exchanging work for leisure is
pear most at-

propost
trdctive if made toward the end of the work day when fatigue
has taken its toll and less inviting if made at other tifnes of the
day. Finally, the spending habits ‘of ‘the worker would
doubtless play a role. The greater his need for money, ie; large
ily, large debts, expensive tastes ctc., the less willing he

the ption that the eagerness on part of the typical
worker{e t-rade wages foudlenmns not only related to the

o S0 to v
a}ternzhve—oﬂ'ered-hrm Fer the parpese of eeleulan-n-gxhe
shevet indemnity, the relevant aliernative to work is not
leisure but rather idleness in the form of confinement. In as

much as is amuch less p alternative than
leisure, the typical worker could be expected to be much less
cager 1o trade wages -for the former than for the latter

~“Moreover, giver the length of the convalescent period, the
relevant copsideration is not the. worker's work-leisure
preference scale on the margin, but rather the value he at-
taches to idleness when asked to trade sneable chunks of hig

- wages-for this for
_idleness, as explained above, can be expected ‘to be much
weaker than the ma.rgmal preference for it.

The shevet indemnity is a lump sum levy. Its value is fixed”
at the outset of the injury, and remains immutable regardless

would be to trade work for Ftth

of the actual time it inok the v1c’nm to recuperate. T}ns

The Rambain expresm the view that most people
the chaace, would subsutute wage units- for lclsure at the”
miargin. {19) This ption ill the under logic .
for the discount element calied for by the Rambam in case il N
The retriever caniiot claim title € his foregone earnings in

was
not uncommon for the actual cvnvalescenoe 6 Exi
expert t of laxity on-the part of the
party, whlle unanticipated speedy recovenes are statistically
rare. (26) - - B

ll s he did pot experiepce the disutility of his usual work in .

c time spent on the recovery. Af the same time, no ypward
t is made to him for the effort-ex-

Culpablllty in regard to shevet can, of course, occur in the
absence ‘of liability in respect to the other four punitive

in:the rescue ope as'no may-
demanded or accepted for thé performance of amitzyah:--
“The “above explanation forces-the—conch

When the bystandet is offered Talt Ap for his
foregang earnings, does he have the option of refusing the
offer, claiming a preference to'engage in-his Gwn ‘work; or is
he obligated to accept the offér and dlschnrge the mitzvah of.
hashavat avedah? The Bach offers the opinion that if the
opportunity cest.;of  the’ byjtander consists metely of his
foregone -earnings. he is duty bound to accept the -offer,
However; if 4t the tifne he was confronted with the offet he

was er it restoring his own property, whether o’ riot itis
mclunig;:rﬁpen his tl:gwcept the offerisa sub)ect of dxspnte
between the Rosh and Rif. (12) :

© remuneration of the retriéver is equal fo'the

isin ag
1, that is, in the event of stipulation on" the pait of the
settiever, legal claim exists onlyto the extest thestxpufated
fee covers the feasible In that i the

usion_ that the m_mk althouﬂno legal clalm exists'in régatd fo mezek;"
t with the opinion of the Kzt 1 Tase —fsaat; - —and~boshet, fhe offender -incurs tiability—in—

Thus, if one led an individual to a chamber and
hnn_mstde, thmby_ptevenung him feom performing

-.-

regard to shevet

Culpabﬂxty in regard to'shevet can only be mourted in cases
ing adany ik. When damage, however, is inflicted.

restorer can claim full recovery of ‘his f nings, as
prior stlpulatlon establishes himself to be of the minority,
pmfenng o substitytion’ of - le:sure for wnrk even at -the

Rashl.

coriipensation for case ‘YH.

{20} howevet, offers” an ahername formuls of
‘According to. }u; w

by an mdmduals ‘animal or property, the sole indemnity
presctibed by the Toraly is nezek. @n

Moreoyer, the mdemmty of shevet can only be incurred in
instances where damage was inflicted directly on the person of
an individual. Thus, if one detained an anirnal thatis usual]y

fee he
would demand . if asked to abandon his work in favor-of .

avmlabler{or hu'e, though ifs owner sustains thereby a loss in
shevet liability is not incurred as no direct =

article in s - This

e original work was more irksome thian the effort
¢ lost object, will resutt-in-a- mgher
uld occur under ‘the Rambani’§ for<

thait,

murimsfouows fmmthefutthn Rublsﬁtmulaﬂm

damage or injury.was inflicted to.the person of the owner.

_The Kizot is of the opinion ‘that cases classitied ag garmee
incur Tability only in-respect to-gezék, but ot in connection:
thhthefourotherpunmvepayments 628) . .
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Jewish Education In The ‘Old Country’

This article is an exploratior: of the Jewish educational
svstems in Aleppo and Damascus at the turn of the 20th
century: their similarities and differences. The bulk of the

HRIPE Pase e

& Z .
ﬂ;z’mbery of the Brooklyn Jewish Syrian -community. The
mafjority of the bers of the ity trace th Ives

t0 Aleppo (Halleb); the minority to Damascus (Schwaam).
Preceeding the mass emigration of Syrian Jews in the early
1900's, there was a sophisticated system of Jewish education
in Syria. Aleppo, a business town, was situated on one of the
« middle eastern trade routes, and many of its Jews were
successful businessmen. They formed a wealthy community
firm in its religious beliefs and prone to the traditional
Talmud-oriented education.

First Level of Education
This education_began in_the Kiitab, The Kittab wa

organized by a rabbi who gathered a groitp of 30-40 children,
olding classes in a Heder. In Afeppo, there were three or four
such classes. A child would enter the Kittab from 4-6 years of
age—at whatever time the family decided. The tuition would
be a sum agreed upon by the father and the rabbi, family
finances usuaily being considered. Students arrived in the
morning, about 8-9 o’clock, ate lunch in the Heder, and
stayed till 4-5 o’clock. The Kittab was open 6 days a week,
with the students getting out a little earlier on Fridays to
prepare for Shabbat. With the exception of being off for_all
religious holidafs, the Kittab was open year round. In the
Heder, the rabbi would separate the students into two groups,

supervisors and test the stu

by Morris Mann

ds”" of the Jew in the Oriental world. It was for the

mittee to check the students and prog On
Shabbat, a group of Baalei Batim would act as voluntery
dents. They would ask the students
about Parashat Hashavua and the Haftarah. If the student
had too many mistakes they would reprimand the student’s
rabbi. If the student 'didn’t improve they might make it
known that the rabbi was a poor teacher.

In addition to his religious studies in the Kittab and
Talmud Torah, the student learned the bare necessities in
secular studies. When he was 12 or 13 years old, a teacher
came to the Heder for an hour each day to teach Arabic, the
fanguage of the land. Most students knew how to speak it, but
their language and grammar.was poor. They were first taught
autogtaphy, the writing of something by hand; then the
writing of the Arabic letters; finally the composition or a
formal letter. With the successful completion of these three

ets-s-man-was considered-ready-to b wortd:
Students interested in .a much more in-depth secular
education could attend the French Alliance Israelite
Universalle. The Alliance had secular courses {language,
history, and math) but only one hour of Hebrew a day. A

th § h h

poor downtrodden Jew, who upon completion of his years i_n
the Alliance would be educated and be ablelmdhold up his

gap b oup

----- e-schoal. was. 0!
of French philantropists and got most
Eastern Eur%pean Jeglry: In 1912, th€ Alliance had lqO I{oys
schools and'67 girls schools, containing 50,000 p}xplls and
1,350 teachers in Turkey, Asia Minor, Mesopotamia, Persia,
Syria, Palestine, Egypt, Tripoli, Tunisia, Algena, and
Morocco. A pupil in an Alliance school received the fun-
damentals of education, the elements of Hebrew, the
language of the country and at least one European language

tusually French).

The Alliance divided its students into grades, beginning
with kindergarten or' 12th grade, where he learfied the —
essentials of reading Hebrew, French, and Arabic. All
eatning was very fundamental and elementary. ‘A student
who had learned in the Kittab would enter the higher Hebrew
level, but would begin the elementary French and: Arabic
lessons. The advancement in study was parallel to that of our
elementary schools in America; the only difference being that
the | spoken during secular courses was French,

_rabbi would ¢
couid; the remainder of the day was devoted to secular

d-try to-teach

Morris Mann, one of the student leaders of the
Brooklyn Syrian Jewish Community, is on a leave _
of absence from YU studying-at Bet Medrash
L'Torah in Jerusalem, Israel.

-

Beginning 10th grade the. student started Tearning a little
math, history and geography. By the time a student was in 6th
grade he was studying the natural sciences, world history, and
geography, in addition to his Hebrew and language courses.
He would continue_his education, learning more and more
each year till 3rd grade { bie to finishi Ie y
school).

of its funds from

the—Ash-tach A Treforfiier would study
vowelizing Hebrew letters; the latter would concentrate on
reading whole words. After succeeding at this the child
iearned how to pray arnd how to read Parashat Hashavua and
the Haftarah with Taamim. Together with the Parasha, the
student studied the Shaarech, which is roughly equivalent to

and

the Yiddish Teitch. But this explanation was in

“Shakespearean” Arabic, difficuit to understand, and

therefore requiring i} tons of the 1 ion
Second Level

studies. There were 200-300 students in the Alliance schools
in Aleppo—which included a boys’ and a girls’ school. The
religious authorities in the town strongly discouraged students
from attending this school.
Religions or Secolar

Most students had to choose between a religious or secular
education; it was only the exceptional student who was able to
combine the two. He would begin his education in the Kittab
until he was at the level of the Midrash, then, at about age 14,
while studying in the Midrash during the day, he would have a
private tutor come to teach him secular studies 2 hours a

In the boys’ Alliance school, the Hebrew studies were more
intense than the girls’. (It must be taken into considération
though, that many of the secular teachers were not par-
ticularly orthodox and never insisted, for example, that boys
wear their Kippot in their secular classes.) In 10th and Sth
grades, after they had learned how to read and pray, they were
taught about Jewish hélidays, “and then  began learnifig
Chumash. The study of Jewish history and Chumash with
Rashi was taught in 8th and 7th grades; in 6th through 3rd
grades the student learned Tanach, Hebrew grammar and
began a liftle Talmud. At the lusion of 3rd grade, the

tadent took—a Test_and_was

T Afternastering att readt Kittab the student——night- After approximately
—_moved on to the Kittab Aelli jion.-As reverse_his system. of |

two-years-wit 3
H, all d Y

uld h
g Ly

i, the second level of ed

- --an-entrenee test; therabbi-from the Kittab Aelli-opencd a
* anach at random and asked the student to.read a passage
with Taamim; in order to pass the student would have to read

it flawlessly. (Such a level of reading accomplishment was

usually a ed by 8-9 vears of age.)

The Kittab Aelli, had 30-40 students. Its hours were the
same as the Kittab, except that older students came at 7:00 in
the morning to pray Shacharit with a Minyan. Upon his
admission to the Kittab Aelli, the student learned Ein Yaakov
(the Agadot of the Talmud) or one of the easy Masechtot
(Berachot, or Megilah.) Only the superior student would
begin with a hard Masechet such as Baba—Metziah. The
student learned the Peshat of the Gemarah for a year, until he
was introduced to Rashi and Tosafot. The following year he

- would study the Maharsha, and eventually the major
Reeshonim. Parallel with his Talmudic study; he learned
Parashat Hashavua and Haftarah with the Peyrushim clearly
explained. This Kittab Aelli was usually run by two rabbis;
one taught the easy Talmud and the other the more advanced

«devgl. Each gave one Shiur in the morning and one in the
aftetnoon, each Shiur for different students. At the age of 13

dvanced-level of the Alliance bie to high school),
and learn for two hours in the Midrash at night. This schedule
would contigue until he finished his studies in the Affiance,
and then he would begin working.

.. Only a rich family could afford to give its child such_a

) thorough education, but even the very poor had good
" ‘educational opportunities. In.addition to the Tatmud Totah,

there was a Kittab Yitomim;. about thirty orphans who
couldn’t go to Talmud Torah studied there. This Kittab was
_also supported by the community.and the students were
supplied with clothes before Pesach and Rosh Hashanah. The
system of learning was the same as that of the other Kittab.
There was some dispute regarding education for girls.
Some went.to the girls branch of the Alfiance; others were
from households who adhered to the traditional attitude that
girls should remain in the home. Their education consisted of
whatever they learned .from their mother and father.
Education did not end with the beginhing of a career. Each
day after Minyan in the motning,.a-rabbi would hold a class
in Chok Yisrael for the Baalei Batim. Chok Yisrael entails the
reading of Parasha and. Haftarah, Mishlei, Mishnah and
Talmud, Zohar, Musar, and Halakhah Pesukah. The class
wonld last for 1520 minutes

e]ei{\én’ta’fy’s’c’hool’iiiplorhﬁf “The student was about 13 years
old at the time he received his diploma, and. bad_to_ decide -
whether. he would continue his education.

No Compulsery Education
wasnot dsory-and:th
minimum to the extent of a child’s education. Since so many
families were in a poor financial situation, many boys ended
their education at an.early age in order to go to work and- help
support the family. Those that were interested and able
continued their education past the 3rd grade level. Some went
to the Midrash and studied Talmud (as many did in Aleppo),
while others continued their secular studies in the Alliance or
Lycee. They finished 2nd grade, Ist grade, and terminale,
when at the age of 16 they received their Bacculaureate. An
. exceptional student who wanted to become an official teacher
had the ogportunity of going to France (Paris for men,
- Versailles for women) and study in-the Alliance’s- Normal
School (which is tantamount to a university). But the travel
and school costs were very expensive and hardly anyone went.
The Alliance was not the ideal setting for a child’s religious
development. There were many reports of rabbis fighting with
the principal over religious atmosphere and studies. Con-
ot vy h £ iall: bl 1d-cand-thei:

B

there-was no-—-—

or—H—after—sp some -y the—Kittab—Aelli—th
student was ready for an in depth study of Talmud-on.a
higher level: the Midrash institute.

A student came to the Midrash for Minyan Shacharit, had
Chazara’ for the rest of the morning, and in the afternoon
heard Shiur. At approximately 16 years of age the student
would leave the Midrash to begin work. g

T ) _There was a small group of students who wanted to con-

In contrast to Aleppo, .the children’s _education. in..

Damascus was centered around the Aliliance. The Jews of
Damascus were not as rich as their brothers in Halleb and the

fig d ion of their child; ffered. The majority of
families could not afford to pay a rabbi enough money in
order to sustain a Kittab, and because of this many rabbis
were bought out by the Alliance. The Jewish community of
Damascus, living in the capital of the country, was under &
more western secular influence than the Halleb Jews. This

PH ¥
to-the Kittab. (The curriculum was similar.to that of the .
Kittab in Aleppo.) The higher Kittab was called Kittab Sz-
dud, and it was from here that the student went on to learmn in
the Midrash. In the Kittab Szdud, a student would learn
Talmud all day and a'little Arabic. But only a smatl per-
centage of boys learned in the Kittab. Becaitse of the
economic conditions, most Damascus boys had to end their
full time education at an early age and begin working. Many,
however, would gontinue learning an hour each night in the
Midrash, This educational system continued till the majority

of the two.

tinue their studies beyond the They plts the ¥ d, were-the
—=- - an ¢ rabbt-who taught them and was ; for lwug'ag'mrs; influencing the ation of the children in the
"7 "7 their progress. To support them, there was a Hevrat - community. Therefore, the maj of children went to the

Talmidim that saw to it that the students received a small’
~stipend, so they wouldn’t have to worry about money and
. could-devote all their time to learning. It was these Talmidim
who eventually became the rabbis of the community.
In contrast to the Kittab, of which there were 3 or 4, there
- was only one Talmud Torah with about 250 students at-
tending. Students who entered were from poorer families, and
didn’t pay anything; the school was supported by the com-
munity. . .
The Talmud Torah was muchmore structured than the
Kittab. There were @ set amount of teachers, each with a
delegated position. They,.in contrast to rabbis from the
N Kittab, had a set salary. The sechedule and sequence of

learning was the same as that in the Kittab, Kittab Aelli and _

Midrash.
) . Contmunity Control - B

In general these schools worked ,on the principle of
“community control,”’ Eath Bet Knesset organized a com-

- French-riin Alliance school.

In some cases, as'in Aleppo, a child’s education began in
the Kittab. A child entered the Kittab at 3-5years of age, and
learned how to read the Tefilah, and then how to read the
Tanach With Taamim. Thete were about 15 students in 2 or 3
small Kittabs.

The Alliance

In most cases, however, the student entered the Alliance at
the age of five. The French Alliance Israelite Universalle was
organized in 1860 with the purpose of helping to “raise the

HAMEVASER CONGRATULATES Rabbi Israel
xnllkrl Y!u,l’t'uldemfor Student Affairs, on his assuming

p of the Confe of Major Jewish |
Organizs The Conf is co .%l onal
!ewishnllgiau.,andleeulum

deiling with the

of Jews' the world over.

R e .

'

1 before World War 11
F

‘ocus Shifted
The focus of Syrian Jewry has shifted - from Syria to
Brooklyn, N.Y. where there is a strong, close-knit Syrian
Jewish community, started when people began immigrating:to
America from Syria in 1910. They settled in Manhattan’s East,.
‘Side and established a Talmud Torah. In the late 1920's they™ -

. moved to Brookiyn and d two Talmudei Torah; one *
by the Schwaam (Damascus), and the other by the Halleb
{Aleppo) community. Classes at these Talmudei Torah were
held for an hour each day after public school. In the early
years, the teachers were Arabic-speaking rabbis from Syria
but the students were American, born and English speaking.
It was not until 1950 that the community established the
Magen David Yeshivah. The Yeshivah grew stowly, and only

in the last-five years-has ifs student population increased

noticeably. (Theré are about 700 students attending .at

present.) Two years ago, there was what proved to be am -~

unsuccessful attempt to open-a community high school. In

( B (Continued on Paée 11)
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Book Trner

(Continued from Page 3) -
must add, are the Pirkei Tachbir -
the Iessons in Hebrew syntax and
sentence structure - which.1 thought
to be the most novel and utilitarian
portions of -the book, the blue~
prints- as it were - for the con-
struction  of a  proper Hebrew
building out of the raw materials of

o s i

w» Mr. Sabban bri mgs to this boak a

wide range of knowledge and

My major criticism of the book
Res in _the nearly tatal whunrp of

Ivrit L'College Dirshu Holds First
Annual Convention

personal experience. As a student of
Psycho-Linguistics and a native
speaker of Arabic-along with a

knowledge of Aramaic as well-he is

remarkably well equipped to handle
the requisite grammatical and
o el o hick

ucplzm.amry1 or jnstructiona!l notes

in Erfglish. "Mr. Sabbin correctly

explains that the text is designed

exclusively for use in' the classroom

context where the teacher wifl

supplement the lessons however he
ki i sokibo. o

_ by David Perkins

A Shabbaron-Weekend was held organization composed of Yeshiva
in Long Beach,
weekend  February 22nd through students and dedicated 10 reaching
L1974, David Perkins covered U)llegc Jy slu(luns in Nw York

. hsacd s

New' York on the University and  Stern ‘Callege

3
cidentally, in addition to the
standard tables ‘of? verbal con-
jugations -the boak includes -four
rather unique charts dealing with
the definition and construction of a
Hebrew word - an excellent

forms the backbone of the book. As
a former supervisor of Hebrew
language teachers in israeli high
schools, and-most relevantly-as an
instructor in the
College (where portions of the book
were first utilized by his students in

expetience the teacher is the single
most influential “factor in suc-
cessfully - teaching a
langeage, more so even than the text

5 oF f
HAMEVASER. Below is his report.

Friday afternoon the weather is hotel in Long Beach.
threatening; everybody who is trying students have already arrived a5 our
fo get to the Promenade Hotet in car pulls into the hotel.

foreign’

schematic presentation of how to
run an ctymological and- semantic
check - and with the parts of speech
and types of sentence structures

most  sensitive

tablet form) he is well informed, and
to the needs and
abilities of the students for whom

. Perhaps Mr. Sabban will now
L(msxdcr revi ng, the text dnd

thereby making it available for selt
study as well.

Forair
hoiding a Shabbaton at an aging
About 135

Erna  Michael nr.uudio-visule aids). Neverthetess, I Long Beach, New York is sitting on - My roomate, Paul, atlends
think (h;lt a glossary o_f Hebrew gasoline line. Dirshy, an Nassau Community College, He
grergm};:ucul and syntactical terms . comes from a tamily that sent him to
might have gilded the lil - - a Conservative a

g g . English notes and explanations a Conservative synagogue where he

was “Bar Mitzvihed”, However,
(Continued on Pag( 133

most common to Hebrew.” '+

' Rabbi Blech Explores

« (Continued from,Page 8}

modern garb, the ‘Uniféd Nafions of the world, which will grant
the limping Jacob, decimated by the loss of six million, the
long-sought blessing of “Israel.” Is it merely coipcidence or is it
miracle that the Biblical story of old o accurately replayed
itself in our times?
-~ 1948 -5708 did not however bring the Messlah It merely
1epresented the first fleeting fuo(steps of a redeemer whosé
coming is symbelized by the of the donkey. For this
-reasonRabbi Yudan says (Midrash Tehillim, 18:36), (The

"""" is-darker
than that which precedes the dawn And if the sun should rise

last perceive “the completeness of thrs sign unto the
generations? For we now discover - post.5708-1948 - that
whatever is Zayin, the seventh day of Pesach, always
corresponds to Ayin, the celebration of Atzmaut, Independence

Day of modern Israch. Strange to reflect that the last-day of

Passover always cartied a hidden prophecy for that holiday in
the future which would brmg its very mlraele of in- gathermg of
the-extles—to-end ufmenti—

RBoth Pesach_and Yam H.Qatzmout are but beginnings. They
represent _nothing more than physical festivals of freedom.
Without Torah the nation lacked completeness And without

e

5 Jand—taotack

oncep_t Of Messmmc Rgdgmpimn

far as the Euphrates shall be yout border, that no man might
stand against you. The day after Simchat Torah, Shabbat
Breishit. News; Having crossed the Suez, Israel is marching
undaunted toward Cairo. Haftorah: Isaziah 42:43: When vou
cross the waters I am with you. It you walk through fire you
shali not be quenched, for [ am bringing you victory. I have
given you Egypt as yuur ransom. The day atter that Shabbat,
the Sect ase-fire in place.

The war of Yom Klppur and Succot has not been concluded
as of this date. But what ought to be uppermost in the mind of
everyone ls the fact that the hlstory%f our times is d! l.asx

h

at-thattrour—white-peopie—are-asteepi—they—woutd-be—caught
unawares. But the pillar of dawn rises first and gives light to the
world. Then the sun comes to give light and people are not
caught unawares. As it issaid: *And the path of the righteous
is like radiant light.” ™" (Proverbs, 4:18)

There are stages to the Messianic story. Chazal recognized
that redemption was to be a drama wlth several acts. And
Ramban has gi h ion.of their. parti

Jerusatemthe-tand-toolacked
one speak of the fruits of deliverance, when the mountain of the
Lord still was not ours?

Shevuot, Festival of Sinai, still had no modern-day paraliel.
So the Lord had to show his hand once more in our generation.
In the Amidah, there is one blessing for the gathering of the
exiles. Jerusalem has another blessing of its own, for its
deliverance was always viewed as a separate, independent

usa
sequence, indicating that the major momems would be three-in
number (Ibid): )

The first story of Godly intervention on behalf of our people
also consisted of precisely three distinct stages, We com-

event. When was it that Jews, after millenia of dlsperslon
would first be able to celebrate a holiday in complete possession
of both mountains which symbolize our spiritual heritage?
When - for which hollday would Sinai an Morlah ﬁnally be

e ~with—three—P

W
urs? - Was—it-merely it le—that

mterventlon of God in terms ol Messlamc prophecies, The
‘modern-day parallel to Succot seems close at hand. Can we, the
generation that has lived to celebrate Yom Haatzmout and
Yom Yerushalayim both, can we the privileged generation of
the sixth millenia corresponding to the sixth day of creation,
fail to recognize that we stand on the very brink of the Subbath
of H of history?

The words of Maimonides ring in our ears. Evems may not
be viewed simply as chance or coincidence. We have seen
miracles in our days - the clear beginning of redemption of
Eretz Yisrael. Will we fulfill the Mitzvah of Pirsumei Nisa or
God-forbid-fail prey to the tertible crime of Bikeri? This is.the

«Festivals: Passover, -Shevuot. and. Succot. And jusf as- the Shevuof 1907- Slz&mm:ked the second step of out _final fmioral ¢hal ‘ﬂ‘enge o GUE age - which has buf to open ifs eyes 1
these thiree:

deliveranceof old consisted of toushoas it

Been projected that - the finat deliverance wilt crmsrst of three——How fitting that ]ust Before Shevuot we regained possession rejmce and be glad théreon.”

similar periods.

The first stage in the stogy of old out of Egypt was a physxcarYerushaTayl

freedom, which primarily took the form of-an- m—g‘ghenng of _
the exiles. It corresponds fittingly to spring in nature, in which
trees blossom beautifully, buds mark the beginning of birth,

but.a nation with Torah still has not born any fruit.

The festival of first fruits is Shevuot, the second step of the
process. Here was the spiritual dimension through which bloom
of birth ripened into fruit of religious fulfillment.

Succot is the Festival of Harvest, the time of gathering of all

deliverance?

of our Holy City - and created the new holiday of Yom
How fitting that precisely on Shevot we might
well say, in Brbl.xcal terms, the. first fruits of Jerusalem were
added t Yom Haatzmaut miracle of freedom, the
ingathering of ‘exiles. .

“There i$ but one last contemporary event projected as parallel

to the Biblical holidays. It is interesting that Succot has as its
descriptive Zman Simchateinu, Whereas the first two holidays
of the set speak of specific events which have already taken
place, the historic identification of this last festival in the trilogy

produce, i mature as well -as-in-history: Jtlsmeant toalliide to_seeiis rather uficlear. To whith Simnchall does Sikcot seck to

ultimate fulfiliment.
Today, Israel’s rebirth is commemorated in accord with the

make reference? Our sages believe the Haftarah readings for
this holiday, which are directed towards the future, portray the

mandate of the Chief Rabbinate by two modern-day holidays true fulfillment of this festival of in-gathering to be in the days
to-stages of deliverance.. The first_ to come.

is Yom Haatzmaut - Israel lndependence Day. It bespeaks not  Succot is the Yom Tov with most meaningful Messianic
a spiritual but a physical festival of freedom. Its best halakhic lmpllcatlons And in the story of present-day sequel to the
descriptive might well be tire one used for Passover, the first Exodus, it is to Succot that we must look for the final act of the
-stage of redemptlon in the Biblical story:.of oid: Zman story we have been privileged to witness unfold before our eyes
Chelrusemu in our lifetimes. The nations of the world, we are told in the

tV I ks Kash intc—out in his book,-Kol Haftorah reading will come to Jerusalem to celebrate the

see that, ““This is the day which the Lmd hath wroughx let us

Syrian Education

(Continued from Page 10}

1960, Ahi Ezer Yeshivah for girls wds founded and in 1963 it
opened classes for boys. This yeshivah has grown also, and
now accomodates 800 sfidents. Ahi'Ezer Yeshivah, however,
has many teachers from Eastern European Ashkenazic
descent, and the students in the school who are Sephardic
Svnans tos¢ much of their Sephrdic heritage. The com-
munity also supports a Yeshivah Gedolah: the Sephardic
Institute for Advanced Jewish studies.

Many students who graduate the Magen Dawd Yeshivah
attend the predominantly Ashkenazic high schools of the
Yeshiva of Flatbush and Yeshiva University. In addition.
there is a significant number of Sephardic students at the
Yeshiva of Flatbush elementary school. But in truth. the
Brooklyn Syrian Jewish community has a way to’go in order to
duplicate the rich. tfaditional heritage of Limud Torah that it
had-in-the “old country”

- Ham;,_gs_u_not far Jngmn_mmgd_e_tﬂ_mm& War of Festival of Succot. It is on Succot, not Shevuot, that we rejoice.

Liberation, it was on the first night of Passover, 5708, on the for Simehat Torah. It is then that we wave to the four corners of
15th of Nissan, that the major battle around which revolved the the earth with Lulov and Etrog, indicating that the nature
outcome of the wag.was broughit to a successful conclission! The hohday of the final harvest of the fields, will find a counterpart
saying throughout the country had beéen, ““As Haifa goes, so in_history with the fulfillment of the eschatological Zman
goes the War.”  Haifa was captured by the Israeli army on the ‘Simchateinu.

night of the Seder, and during the same month of Nissan the We do not 'of course have a third modem -day holiday as yet.
Israelis conquered Jaffa, Tiberids as well as a host of other Yom Haatzmout and Yom Yer the sequels to
strategic places How remarkable that the rebirth of Israel Passover and Shevuos, are asof now our sole Hresent day

e —— a
Economics In The Taimud
(Continued from Page 9)
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order of all other holldays as well. Whatever is observed as in our destiny than the * comcxdence”ﬁﬂaﬁarah readings and*

Yisrael as well as against God Himself, saw its major turning *

©ORUE XV, 3§
7. v. Baba Metzia 33a.
8. v. Choshen Hamishpat 265.

10. v. Rama, Choshen Hamishpat 265. -

Tosphot, Baba Metzia 31b

Bach, Tur Choshen Hamishpat 265

Smah, Choshen Hamishpat 265.

Rambam, Czeilah Vaavedah Xit, 4.

Bet Yosef, Tur Choshen Hamishpat 265.

16.v. y of Rambam on Mishnah Bkhorot 29%.

Aleph, the first day of Pesach, coincides as day of the week with newspapet headlines? Scriptual the
Taph, the day in that year-when wé ¢ommémorate Tisha B’av. period of host‘;lmes ;nth s\lu:h umtxervu:g elxcml;racy as alm‘t)"ﬁt ]:o

N hats is the.second day of turn the holidays' therpselves into ritual observances of the
The Bet is the equal of Shin, i.e. whatever is the, y s i Sty oF Suceor. News

be the same as the gt
Passover in the days of the week will alsq be Fostunes of Istael i doubt: Haftorah; Zachariah-14; “1 shali

7. v. Rambam, Deiot IV, 2, 4, 15,
18, v. Ktuvot 5%. )

19. v. commentary of the Rambam on Mishnah fkhorot 29b. For two ex-
ceptions to khls generalization, v. Baba Metzia 772 and. Rama Choshen
Hamishpat 3

20.'v. Baba Mema 31b.

21. v. Tosphot Baba Metzia 31b.

ah; the F

] begmmng of Shevuot The Glmel is R;schhal:osh Hashan gﬂherallt!wwggnst e e L o 1o
Tzad, Tzom, |e Yom Kippur; the Vav is Pey, i.e. Punm (of the. Hamoed. News: Israel‘ ‘marchmg to Syria on northern front,

* yedr past); and that is as far as Karo was able to go. There.was Haftorah: Ezekiel 39, *“I will bring you Gog'ap from the ut-
sadly nio Ayin paralfel holiday to Zayin, the seventh Biblical day -termost parts of the north™ ., . and upon the meumam,s, of Isr;:el
of Passover, Unfortunately the Kabbalistically accepted scheme you shall fall, and all the peoples that are with you.” Sinchat
for Seder rooted in Passover proved to be defective with the last ;l'ortah Nﬂ:;.’ 1tls;:l| lemarchmg through Syria and Egypt
estroying “thel s’

dals’ltf r:l}:el;ulfx;};ldence orisit miracle '.hat in our age we at Haftorah; Joshua I- “From the wilderness and Lebanon and as

capacity to war™ agxmst —frer: -

23 v. Baba Metzla 313 This is. also'the view, of the Rif, Ramqu Rashba,
Ritvah, and Ralvad.
24.For al!ema(xveexplanal\unsol R. Chananebs iew v. Chidushei Haran Baba
Metzia 37a, Orukh Mashulchan Choshen Hamishpat 265, and Even Haazel,
Gzeilash Vaavedah f, 3.
Choshen Hamlshpa
. v..however commemol Yam Shel Shlomo Baba Kama 88a.

ashén Hamishpat 4
ze v. Ktzot, Choshen Ham|shpat 333
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- a w ymw | pyw vm Py | mTmas - o
. Ll o) mer 0 o Ridd ey mwn L s Bng
e s T e e g L e - § o nowj -1 wn g vt okl k. omok
- . by Gary Elsenstock weapans, but when he fired, he had  sour idealism, all your HEEEG boaMC (RIS | i ISR
The Yom Kippur War caused a  the intention of sanctifying the sé(llmg in-fsrael. What we fail to -1 mel v affjreee wowf s woon
reawakeningof the religious spirit uf name of G-d. The gentiles fight only recognize is the tremendous need for nan mw| wn vow :;l_:; :—::: :!_—_lv : :
the_people of Israel, Especially in- with the power of the aim (manual ~ honest, religious Jews to come here’ o wa 3y aeaasd mroo® X
e T T T T T ! — e R
‘Gury ™ Eisenstock.- our Israeli” strength of the mame of G-d.:-= article in..Maariy. the.sad. . . 3= o R g o
resporiident, had. the opportunity ‘Biggest Challenges. fact that from 1969-1973, of those M | ROt -
g 1o various army bases T We eficountered ot T biggest who come-on-aliyah; 24 -percent Jefi . . 2k o el -3 139 “nE
und entertaining the soldiers. Below challenge at a discotlieque in Rosh i their first year. And only  total of Tl e
Is his report of his experiences and Pina, as we had to overcome the 4,393 immigrants actually arrived sk vaw) wn o vl v 139 PR
- houghts. problem of mixed dancing. Though last year. Though "American’ Jews i wawl At ncom . w
Almost every day the problems of we weren't sure if we could siicceed, are blessed with affluence. good ot ww eI | s Bt B
rising prices, coalitions and “Who is  we were willing to try our best to win ' hopes and jobs, we also have a flaw 3 ool 4 o wHl oTa  mw ax 3 vf
a Jew” reach the front—pages of them over fo our side. Surprisingly, — galut. The Rambam lists as one P bl vn v mfff v W] - e
Israeli newspapers. Nongtheless, as ?ﬁ_‘—gular msicstopped of the-613 g wopl et v v RC AR B 3
of-softiers—Temaim-otr—everyone—n of the land of Isracl 3"‘1 seitling in 1w :ﬂ N vawf wew -2 3
T actlve duty both in the North snd~ ‘gathiered around us; mfronrmcn —it—And this -responsibility —applie: e XK - - .
South, protecting us from an enemy. . on. everything was easy..We even — even when.we are:in the D,\aspoza, - ::: :—_: ;‘ ﬁm :;‘: E; ::3( . Z: 3
———W%m“x 16 TomT Zanul, amwas ¥ —&034-was—apusiish - — + 3 un
had the opportunity. to wisit..and  forced tafake a few drmks for the™ ment arweﬂ‘ TIESSARE, a-wars - -y - PICTREINEEY i == S —
entertain these soldiers, but | would rare event. _ning "to_secure _our. borders ‘and k : - on T - B
like to relate some of my own ex- Several weeks aner our Golan unify, as Israel must-do to survive. s dwl k1 1 T n pisied i ey _
periences. experience, we traveled to an air Though: we never had.security. we oo e 3 1m ; .
That which astounded us the force base at Shagm El Sheikh. always strove for life, -a baB.sic R 4 I B L p‘_’m" ::: =on % - N
ut

most was the tremendous spirit
exhibited by the soldiers wherever

the singing and. dancing, and

- usually there was one comediaii of
——show-off among them who served as
a_morale booster. But there were

Though'.the ruach was on 4 high

level, we could tell we were per-

_for. a - different audience.

Durmg Shabbat we had an op:

requirement for any people.
Israel lacks the manpower to run a

survival.

portunity ‘to talk o Some of the —— When we conclude the haggadah

soldiers. One soldier, for example,
was_doing his: best to_be shomar

at out sedarrim this year, we will
have to think long and hard about

also some very special people that
we got to know very well.
Throughout our stay in the Golan
we heard constant requests for
siddurim and pocket size tehellim,
and we could tell that these soldiers
. had been changed in a very definite
way. Rav Kook zt'l writes that a war
arouses the force of the Messiah,
and the numerous miracles that
occurred. for our people, especially

Shabbat, but his wife and children
didn’t see the reason for it. He
would like to refrain from riding on
Shabbat, but that is the only day he
has to spend with his family. He is
also planning to send his child:
away for a religious education, but
" he doesn't know where Ti¢' woiild Tike
them to go. We also talked to
another man, a very quiet and
introverted individual. He didn't
roach us 2t all, but when

2k

The Mishinah and Halakhah Yomit, the idea of setting aside a uniform
. proper economy and to ﬁght for and universal portion for daily learning, has become a welcome and
—cherished—institution_to-synogogues, yeshivot. and religious h
around the world.- HAMEVASER has.decided to pubhs
Inach schedule with the hope that its readership will also join the Tanks of

thousands who follow this daxly Torah schedule Complete twelve month -

fronrChainr

housebolds
e foHowmg

No,

the honesty of ot SINGINgET /Vext
Year in Jerusalem.

(uenching ’l‘he ’l‘lnrst For 'l‘nrall In The Negev

By Allen Abrahams
- There are-many-Yeshivot in Israel..
“that American students choosé’ for
a year of intensive Talmudic study.
However, one Yeshiva is very little
known among Ametlcan& It is

e = 2
Kubx' our driver for the first day

—hestavtedspakingh
more about his personahty -and

are

be found there today. Of course,
“today, the Yéshiva has beeh built
up. ‘There is a comfortable Bet
Medrash and ~dining ~ foom,”

adequate dormitory, and apart-
h house students, rented

r Wrﬁ-ﬂ woertaim
type of soldier. Though tired of the
endless army lifé; it seems that he
wants _to_remain in lsrael. He

. davenéd with us and put on tefillin,
but hls warm personahty ‘and en-
us. Several

alsei

¥ & Well. ungmany peaeinid

France, Shlomo spent several years
at a Shomer Hatzair klbbutz but he
later moved near Tel From
what he related to us, a ndous
internal fofce drove Rim to turn t6
ligious life. It is interesting to note

of the soldiers stationed at our base .
up North joined us 2 few times for
candle lighting, and some dancing
in honor of Chanukah.

- Special Enthusiasm

that Rav Kook zt'l describes one of
“the foris of repentance as coming
like a flash of lightning, a sudden

understanding that you must |

change yourself. His overpoweting

Lhe Northem Negev. The ncarcst
city of note is Beer-sheva, a half-
hour bus trip away and Kibbutz

tr-the-other
direction, [t was at this Yeshiva, I
was privileged to learn, during the
ast - -

“Wheén wé performed at night we
usually had an audience of 100-200
crowded into an army tent, but it-in

- fo vLyJ\indered us from our regular

begm the festivities, then our rav
gave a d'var Torah. At one outpost,

sensitivity o the workd often

prevents Shiomo from davening in.

the morning, and heis fm‘ced 1o jot

strong wmd — at'a certam speed
you are in danger of being swept

T the Israeli

wé barely Had a chance.to get ready away.” But that which moved us the
when one of the soldiers startéd most was Shlomo's perception of the
aad handing ouf bottles of miracles G-d _performed for Am
wine’ at ‘the same time. The spop- _ Yisroelin-our struggle. "
. -taneous enthusiasm which' followed Talking to some of his friends, he
- <. was a-tremendous thing to’ ex- found out about specific.events, but

perience. It is’ these momerits that he was convinced that more miracles

you really sense. “he meaning of are sure to'come. There is no doubt

ia

vades.

Beeause Yeshivat HaNegev is not-
well publicized among American
Yeshiva_students, there are only a

Yeshwah Rav Ylssachar Meir, is a
“yery inspiring b-He
physically an il man,

movercomtes ~ tis—infirmities; -
constant actwlty. constant _cheer,
and unmense m. His" Friday

“for Comranfty
A very-unique part of Yeshivat
HaNegev, and of particular concern
to the Rosh Yeshwa‘ is ' the

i o

few Americans X
“This allows the Americans and other
forgigniers, to mix thoroughly with
students.  Chayrusas,”
combining Americans and Israelis,
are very common, as well as mixed
-dormitory..rooms... On the other
hand, there are enough Americans
and _ other_ hglish-speaKing
students (South African and British)
to not leave anyone isolated or lonely
 for. people with similar
backgrounds. On the ~contraty,
because the number of foreigners is
small, they become almost like a
- close family.
The Kollelniks
A key feature of the Yeshiva is its

beném-r»rthe commumty, This—in~ .
cludes a Mosad and elementary
“-school-that- caters—mostly to. new
immigrants many from Russia. The
school, both secular and religious, is
manned by Kollelniks. The boys
-stay at the* Yeshiva for weeks at @
time, so. their lives” are regtifated -
completely by the Talmedai -
Chachomim -who teach’ ‘and
supervise them. It is a tremendous
pasitive Hfor-these child:

who come from completely ignorant
and -irreligious “homtes. “Another
important facility is the Bat Yaakov
sehool for teenage. girls which the,
Yeshwa has organized. Aga.m 1t

thirty member 3
“Kolelniks,"~make eﬁorts to learn
with a beginning Bachor, many
times inviting them to learn at their
homes for a night seder. American

gives-giris-fronr-a-poorb

the upportumty to enmch their
religipus and “secular  knowledge.
Finally thé Bochrim run a drive to
collect money and clothing for the

‘ahavat yisroel, 'the special contact
and connection you have with every

-single Jew. We never met a single Shiomo hasn’t had the ‘chance to’
learn on a-formal basis, he seems to
every-Jew—absorb-every. single dvar Torak he.

chilori while we were:
“~Golan== theYakadut in-

in. the:

that G-d’s protection is a part of

Israel’s "daily existence. Though

" can be sparked like fire, and we hears. NOi

fheless, his  humi

-witnessed it time after time.

keeps him away from the chevra

use of jthe poverty stricken
mhabnants of Netivot. They par-
ticularly try to supply extra money
for Yom Tov, and badly needed
biankets and shoes for the winter

' re—Yeshiva and-its -

Kollelniks ‘make special efforts to
develop - relationships with the
American students, and often invite
them for a Shabbat meal. There is
“Rabbi- Asron also_ great  guidance from Rav

) i:mnlmwuixhlrken, a  Sout] cail,” who 2
e vordiors of the megeyfeaches {5 Mechina shiar. Coming

- AbGves

The divrei Torih of our rav (Rav  But be is 2 man who attempts to

- Halevi) - deeply’ .penatrated the d..the - of our

. fellinggof the soldiers. He explained world and the unnquems of every

- the- following-points: - When- David .. individual. . - . “ Yeshivat  HaNegev. had. its

went out fo fight Goliath, he took Factor begmmngg about 13years ago L umier
i The b

memorsof
Yeshivot who fell in the recent Yom
Kipput War.. -

Jto Istael as a callege graduate to

_volunfeer in the Israeli army, Rav
Shirken became immersed in
learning and has™ become a
t":emendous Talmid: © Chachom.
he is

thiose around them and in doing so
bring them closer to Torah. "
One~ weak point” of Yeshivat
HaNegev is the Hashgachdh. An
!mportant Riv from Bnei Brak, Rav

only his staff and a few stones. Upon . The most important part of all - ~very harsh
seeing David; the Phifistine cursed” our exp was the op were all makeghift, Until three years
him saying: “Am 1 a dog that you - to influence the chilinim to make ago," the dining room, was. a sub-
come to me with sticks?”’ David them aware that'we are coricetned  gmntial walk from the Bet Mcdrash.
replied that the giant had come only ~ abost them not omyon-a physml The * only 'thing that: attacted

with a spear and a sword, but the - basis, but spititually as well.- And students to the Yeshiva was a total
mength that he. . posséssed vlas that; -although we caine to encourage 304 - sense.of sacrifice for Torah learning
lighteni them, they averwhel and g a Torah center.
(5o G- thesarmies of toacl st o8 Wi fetenisiip snd-love. Bt the _fierally 1n the wideries. Tah 16
we might think that the meaning of one'question you are always asked is by those who have nded the

of his backgr
very helpful in areas of Hashkafah.
His house is' the” center of ‘many

Yeshiva for many years, that this
spirit- of- the. -original students is

this verse.is that David took out his
mall, _pocket size: tehillim  and

“When are you going on aliyah?”
And if you look at Israel’s plet.hota

a disciple of ‘Rav
Desslér, comes every week for a day,
and lectures. He meets with those

~—getherings of the foreigh students, who wish to discuss something with
and his is lways-opened for him. Thefe was a anent
any problen, = - . Mashgiach for part of the time I was
As ‘far as' day-to-day wchmcal there; but I have been’ informed }
. S E
Yeshiva’s kind-hearted ~general Therefore, one must rely on bis own
, the Rabbanit. From rebbie, and older -Bocher, of a '~
England she canl help in financial = kollelnik for guid

difficulties, credit transfets, or any

. what for the

‘G-d: But the secret fiere ¢
Hatmndah and dedication that can

15 that David actually used physical

of social, pohtlcal and
“problems, you may want to forget all

! that might afise “with
!sueh bureacracy. The Rosh

Notwithistanding this last poml 1
believe that a.year in Netivot is one
extreriely wen‘ spent




__ Dean Rabiowitz’s_new program,

" (Teachers Institute),

" enforced _than ~before. The new-
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An Honest Opinion Of EMC Local Collegiates Enjoy Unique Weekend

by Norman Amsel

Erna- Michael College (EMC) is

__not Tl-fortunately. The school TI

mlnd that theoretlcally, if a student
his life to studying

ith 2l 7its

connotations, died several years ago -
when Dean Jacob Rabinowitz-took:
over- atid “started improving - and
renovating the program. The
i tion, however, of a student

Tdlmud and Tearns for twenty of
,thirty- years going- through. Shas
thoroughly énce or twice, that he
will come away with a knowledge of
all subjects in Judaism far . sur-
ng all possible kn

purpose of this ariicle is not to
discuss the. EMC student i image and

argue whether it is valid or not. This

is rather a personal evaluation of the
EMC program in -terms of a

meaningful Jewish Education. This
article hopefully also will enlighten
much of the student body as to what
el i

Teally is.

fence,” an EMC

just does not happen_very
-often, The vast majority of YU
students. will not Jears all Chumash
and Nach (the entire BibleJthrough
Gemarah study. The administration
and ‘students ot YP recognize this
fact and have begun to offer more
courses of study in the morning as
well as afterndon. But these cer--

education.

- imparting—
nowledge the YP
i fask simce Tamom“bothrsides-of the—student {s—missing in _his “Jewish_
having  been

(Continued from Page 11)

Paul was cut off from fudaism until but has been inside of them all

Dmyhu at an earlier

“something; sl
underscribable, brought him back.
We- head downstaits to shul for
Mincha which is followed by an
introduction "to Kabbalat Shabbat

met

yes dr;
him. He seems to focus in on ail
-of.. us:. speaking _on. multi-various.
levels. at the same time.

CREDITS
Pt hy: Efraim Gold
Uri Ladell,

Howard Sherman,
_Dasid Kolat, YUPR. %,
Art and Graphics: Jay Coben,
StivkossPaul Bernheim,

from being observant. She has come

was time to stop and the week had
begun. We couldn’t bring ourselves
0752y " "Gut " Voch™ until fater “in
the evening when the Kumsitz
began. There was more singing and
dancing. I lost tragk of how tong it
lasted gnd retreated to the hotel
lobby. Small groups have left the

.Al(mg
“Cindy,” fscmm' at~Humter, - is
sitting across from me at our table.
She had nothing to do with Judaism
for twenty years until a friend
persuaded her to see Rebbitzen

Our g
table sits down together joined by a
few other " students from YU and
Stern, Martin, a Yeshiva stident,
tries to illustrate students some
crucial philosophical points about
Judaism to Jane. She admitted that
intellectually at least, it seemed
acceptable but she didn't feel that it
a good enough reason to accept

conditions at homie. that prevent her

to the Shabbaton 1o learn moré and
has. already remarked to me. that
somie of ‘her sterotypes of -religious
Jews as “close-minded™ and back-
ward simply do not hold true. We
Lhaﬂ( Blrkhat Ha-Mazon together;
ongly,
Purim Story Tﬁld
Rabbi Gold_of West Hempstead.

* Stratom ~Keliman,-Ira Millman. .

The EMC cag.only bg

—presents--the —key-note talk after taking - little_bit _of

ee_what was Lomramcmry about

dinner on rededication to Torah,

" evaluated by this Twiiter from

year of learning in Yeshivat Ka:em'
B'Yavneh last year; and being part
of that Chevra also).

Prior to evaluating any program,
one must decide which type of
student the program is being
evaliated for. Naturally, each type

"ot student “Iooks ~at x program
" differently. There are mmany students —organized-

who come to Yeshiva College caring
little, .if ‘at_all, abont the Yeshiva

“personal “point “of view: chestly

speaking, a good part of the in-
formation “taught -in EMC 1 had
previously - obtained . through my
years of 4 good- Yeshiva (day school)
education. However, for the first
time, the material was introduced in

Out spirits “are ~very -high-and
when we say ~Gut Shabbos”, we
reallly mean it. Therc are people
here who' feel as if they have been
liberated for a weekend. At home or
in school, they must struggle in
small groups or even alone in an

a 'new light and context-as-wel-as—-attempt -to—keep —their fledgl

-and-defined-more-clearly.”
For example, my Chumash (Bible
study) in the past had been on a
+ ¥ the

from many sources, by trylng fo
centering it -around {he SIOYYof } +1 Frea

~'Torak in s Totality: fanc-comldmt— -

-

roup from the dinner

T guid xddn“c?‘\

Purim. Then..at midnight, Shlomo
returns to give us a shiur in
Chassidut. His words are filled with
fervor and his messages permeate
the audience. Some of the people
who likened him to an “actor” after
Kabbalat Shabbat have changed
their attitude to nnpﬂf;egpgct,m

with smatterings from other
religions and philosophies. There
are no simple answers to these
questions, forin the beginning, the
decision of acceptance will rest
partially in the non-rational realm
of belief. The conversation lasted for

—Yiddishkeit alive. Now, they are.one
with many just like themselves. They
leel strong and conhdent,that their

and put all of their efforis Thio the.
College aspect, going only for the
B.A. or B.S. For théi, T1 used {o be
a haven. It was possible under the

“old" system,"to have classes fewer

hours 3 week than other programs,

aspect, 1.¢. their Jewish ﬁucaﬁon,

Y a E ark
" after begmmng study at EMC my

§ Torah and, ot is

lcmuv:.y uxsu tevet

whale outlook changed. In the first
Chumagh course, the whole history
of Parshanut (Exegesis) was studied
and the method of extracting Shitot

{including Sunday ~ wheén ~niobody
would show), do little or no work in
all "¢oiitses "except “in -the transfer
course, if-there was one. Under

(themes *within - éach--commentary-

was learned. Why and when certain

commentaries said ‘things in certain

sltuatmns began to become un-
i

ble, even On

—-beenremeved-EME-
-go-to-class four hours a day, must’
transfer a composite mark-for at -

~.least two years, and must pass all

____courses (except one p-f course). In-courses are offered, including
____addition, attendance i$ more strictly raishit-Noac) W h

FT'S}‘—]E

style
and-content, the student was to fell
who the asthor was. After this
introductory course ‘other ‘specific

are others at this Shabbaton who
have felt an emphatic ‘‘Gut
Shabbos”, washed their hands with
a Berakhah, or experienced the
movement of Jewish prayer.
e ~Friday Night

We walk excitedly to our tables in
the dining room. Jane, an old friend
of: ming whom I have personally
invited to the weekend is sitting

educatién- or background. She is
bright, idealistic easily offénded and

Vposslbly love. It is now almost-2

hours, taking various turns. We
spoke intently, wanting all of our
Words 16 reach these Kids and tarn
them to their own tradition. At one
point, Jane remarked to-me that she

AM. and the singing “Continues:
Small groups have scattered around
the lobb to talk about their

TSt —aring —the—
Teph)]ah because of her lack of
understanding of Hebrew. The gitls
sitting next to her would preface any
explanation by, “When you learn
Hebrew . as if they expected
her to Iearn it soon and were'so sure
that her decision was already made.
1 thought back for 2 moment about
previous conversations between Jane
asnd myself: how she felt that -few

exhausted state has forced me to call
it a day.

In the morning, after Shacharit,
we break up into small groups for
Kiddush and discussion of Trumah,
the Parshgt Ha:Shavua. We return
to shul for Kriat Ha-Torah and
Musaf. Right after davening, the.
singing and  dancing has started
again on antintense level of emotion.

whil.e. i

a g e that most oftrer at
able to package this ruach and ’'school were apathetic about her,

a'Transcedental Meditator. Shlomo i return it to their home campuses ihémselves and lifé in géneral; Then;"

has excited her, but her inability to, and spread it to others.

read Hebrew has caused her to feel

I answered her, “Jane, at least these

Besides Cmdy and Jane, our table people really care about you and
v? IC Th beli that fh

N ang
of -under “those~

answer for these un-
ioriunately. has been thé Yeshiva

- program (Y.P.). Now this program is

locked upon as the easiest progtam

stones. and” Kédoshinmi dealing with
all the Mitzvot “between man and
ieﬂow ‘mdn, with.all their pracncal
app i Topics and & in

10 gét_away with_doing no wotk..
Transfer. credits are not mandatony
—EMC™ r’eqmres Se

between 9and 12is rampant (even if

. The "~
Governing Board of HAMEVASER
wish ‘a- hearty mazel tov to Michael
Miller, former Executive Editor, on
his ‘engagement to Phyliss Weiner.

Chumsh Wete taught rathier than

Another aspect of EMC is the
wealth of information that is im-
.parted, much of whick is not taught

Fditor-m—(‘ht T aid 0 almost any other classroom T thie

world. Coursesin Jewish.Génsorship,
Rambam's Guide for e Peéiplexed,
the Kusari, and the Rambam are
but a few of the examples of subjects
Which are delved into in detail and

it doesn’t say so on the attendance
sheet), and mumerous" ofher factors
facilitate the total lack of learning
and commitment. This'is not a
“knock” on the Yeshiva program,
only a of facts expl

cannol be properly e withrout
a teacher. Knowledge of ail of the
prophets is ‘accumulated in -two
requisite freshman courses. It is not .
to be inferred ‘that every EMC_

" student graduates a_Gaon. But the”

is there for the takmg

the shift in the past years of trhxs type
,of student to YP.

g
his Jewish education and: evaluai

and those who. viewo, EMC as im-
portant as, if not more important
..than _ Yeshiva - College (and _that

smiling- faces during the Tephilah
and’ whispers to me: “David, do you
know what's so nice aboutJudaism?
People are happy when they pray to
G-d.”" At the other end of the room,
the dancing and singing is going at
. fulf force. | direct Jane amd the
others at my table to join mé in the
dancing, Some come reluctantly, as
a little shy, but they’re all willing to

give it a try. Everyone i the-dancing-

circles have let their emotions take
control of them. An elderly Chasid,
a resident of the hotel, watches the
scene trom a corner and ‘cries with
-joy. For th&Se students here whose

is—hartbeen-joined-by Larry; &

Tiig —fhe
anrazed at attof thrsmgmg and-—at-Brooklyn College,-who was also. . 4md.erstand ‘whatis thie test pnmfnx,, e

-us__had- spoken - earlier.

"
G 4

meditatdr. Shlomo came over you in life and want you to begin as
unexpectedly to our table. It was soon as possible.” She had to agree:

listened to his words intently. All of the kind she was used to at her
zhout ‘school. At 4 A.M. my vocal cords

. Transcedental Meditationjand how it stopped functioning and as if in a ~

seemed to be holding them back. complete daze, I pulled myself up
from a commitment to Torah. 1 trom the couch and went to sieep. -
shouid have realized that decisions Sunday Moming .
of this nature are not made in one Breakfast lasted for three or four
moment. A Dirshu weekend can hours on Sunday morning since tew
only plant a seed which may grow of us awoke on time. A table that
later into. a deeper commitment. had been set up .at the head of the
Shlemo exuded an aura of patience dining room with books for sale was
and acceptance; | prayed that his—almost empty. Addresses ‘were
words were pouring fresh water all exchanged and goodbyes were said.

JudEIT s beer d—to—t
High Holidays ‘and funerals: this

feels like a very different religion. It

is calling them to return to their ..

tradition whxch d'ney have forgotten

very lm]e room for this informal -the-significance of the Mitzvah of coherent

transmission of feeling for Judaisar.

Another element that has always in arm swaymg and singing. It was
fused to all

over the little seeds inside of Jane, Small groups at the {ables were
Larry and Cindy. talking quietly. They spoke of the
Havdalah next Shabbaton, when they would *
After Maariv, a group of the seeeach other dgain or their general
women, -in a row of twos holding' plans for the tuture. I, like others,
their candles together, explained tried to gather my thoughts into a
whole. Slowly,
were made for the trip
back to school -or hnn:e and the
group dwindled.

h

Havdalah We)omed arm

low.

dily ifcreasing” —bathered e is the-way
. Do_not get me Shabbat leave us. Sblomu joined in

8 L led. .

Aﬁer the cars pull away, 10 one
1 ndn been

..the program accordingly. It must-be hom \BMT and~many dssatsﬁec;

wrong. Those students who continue and chanted o U5 about tow we
G

noted, firstly, that:thete s a_fun: gaina
damental difference ‘in Alreory knowledge as vﬂras insigh

-ifivol

‘between :the. YP approach and the
EMC approach, The YP approach is |
bastcally the one of the tmdmonal

“yeshivah,  which says. that
everything . is - Contained . in " the

Gemarah (Talmud) and that nothing

else need 6¢ studted; EMC believes
that Talmud . study is as lmpertant

mhet areas, the other silbjects
-in 1-education’. must.
be studied systematicelly, such- as
Bible, " Philosophy. .
Educi'ﬁon Thm is iio qoubt in my

‘pm:tlcnlly

History - ‘and |

Judjlsm, .
This article is not EMC
pmpoganda and - there are some

criticisms to - be . raised: Firstly, ° R

unlike JSS or YP. the. classes are
formalized, so muchi so, that thete is.
little emotional contact bpeween

‘teacherand student. The warnith of

a . Rebbe:Taimid - relationship |
that there are- Rabbenm and teachers

:in EMC capable of transmitting a

Hashkafab to the students but the .
program as it now is set .up leaves

are getting a Shiur on a levet as high
ad, if not higher than, most YP

" 'Shiurim.. The problém begins when
the student leavés EMC -- he is not
capable of learning on his own even
if he wants toThereis no place in the
“program to teach the student how to
make a_“Laining” (learn Gemotah

.without a Rebbe), and courses o express. them since they are 00
n-exlstf.nt I W‘—W “shoutd—be mes-hed

Aside from these two

therg re really no other miajor faults Thcn

ah study i iito the higher coukd make Shabbat into a new:
- Vitamin

she Wwas, swaying back.and forth in

said on the weekend. 1 wonder about
~“S”._ 1 looked its effects on _the 135 students. All
great cha’ges come slowly and what
can be a greater change than that of
a human being trom one way of like
to . another?” 1 suppose that
sometimes we, in. the. religious
community.” expect too much, too
quickly. As ‘the car. returns to
Yeshiva, their singing echoes back
‘to me while remaining a meniory of

around for Jape; [ didn't-want her to
miss- this specml Havdalah. There

line with the other women-smiling. I
could ‘not - decipher her feelings.
They -were probably much too
complex . at ~that moment.
Ultimately, there may be no way to

L -young-andtender. £
- -the fight of Havdalah: T feet'a ittle
cand|es were ex- bit like 2 spiritual gardener; the

ihe

in the EMC program. that are not tinguished and we danced until'our seeds hiaveBicen planted and we pray -

_present in ‘other programs.

physical exhaustion told us lhat (it- for rain while waiting for sprulg.

—
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Serious Condltmn Of Israeli Yeshivot Seen Thru KBY Letter

Editor's Note: Rather than print
an extensive- dated report on the
rapidly changing conditions .in the
Israeli yeshivot, HAMEVASER has

still too fresh in our minds. Cer-

tainly for Kerem B’ Yavnehrall of it

was a traumatu; experience — the
revolunonary change from - a

decided to include the foll

Hewsletter published by Yeshivat
Kerem B'Yavneh which details the
iitualiq)l,in a. much more vivid

somber, piring Tefillah' on
Yom Kippur. to the sudden, most
unexpected call to arms. For eight of
our most wonderful students the

not havmg known pcrsonally those
who will never be their * ‘chievrutot”
in. the foiare. Almost 140 studenits
are still on active-duty, most in the
front lines - where they: man the
essential fanks.

*On’ the ‘otfer hand: mich of the
work at the Yeshivah is devoted to

«have been released,  some tem-
porarily, awaiting additional
, treatiment, —transplants; - ete—And
then the' héart-breaking -“‘shiva™

visits and contact wlth our bereaved

Army, and the parents of one of our

receive shortly some oi the letters
that our students sent us from. the
- -battle - lines, imbued with _ deep -
Jewish taith and spirit which gave us
another .reason to be proud of
Kerem B'Yavneh's unique system of
Torah education. ~ These letters
reflected  their

minute-by-minute

AN
réport  concerns  this veshwa in
particulat it “gerwrally reflects the

significance which‘thay did not live

to ‘reatize: Each-and- every -one-of

SN - Stat

£ aftairs af- other

such institutions in Israel.

Dear Friends: e

This brief report is being written
with considerable delay and no
apology will excuse this fact. You

. will appreciate, however, that it has

_them was.a real Ben Torah,.a-jewel,  our soldier-students

whose value we have not yet been
able to appraise fully.

Life at the Yeshivah seems almost
a paradox. On one hand Rabbi
Goldvicht is doing everything within
his power to continue the learning as_

one-of our Ramim is spending 2-3

-daysvisiing i Goshen (Egypt) with
s, seekin, M Persian newspaper, He and another

out invarious patts of the front lines
in order: to strengthen them with a
“devar Torah,” ; Other  Ramim,
together with Kolle! students, ‘are
visiting groups of qur boys “in. the
Syrian Golan. Last week, during one

prisoner in Syiia. His picture ap
peared..on French TV “and”in a
of our students had spent Yo
Kippur on the Hermon Mouniaif
éonducting services for our soldiers.
His friend will never return. A

1 am writing some of these details
to you with a heavy heart, knowing

the obvious grave. difticulties, and
their— wonderful Emunah, -and
dedication has immensely - affected ™
“ouyr HfEatthie Yeshivah.-We know
thatthe firm-wish of our students
~away frofii “the Yeshivah ‘was that
learning at Kerem B'Yavneh and

the efforts to maintain it should not

be interrupted. This lends otherwise

been most difficult to return to what  well as - conditions _permit. The of these visits, a2 sheur-had to be how your thoughts and sentiments  more regular work 'a holy
w@maﬂy_mﬂw]eﬁﬂ student body is composed of about interrupted ' when  Syrians began are linked at all times, and surely significance.
— since Yom Kippur, and indeed, even 75 foreign students and 45 Istaelis, shelling the area and our boys were nowadays, with Israe} s seourity, I
Tiow T IS difICult 1o witte Thearty and —armost all of whoin ate first-year aleried and had to.man their tanks. khow —  —— EliKlein ~——
coherently. talmidim. In many ways they do  not . Within a short time they shed their Yeshlvah and feel that you will want l'or Yeshlvat Kerem B’Yavneh
THRE Tmpact of Tecemt events—are—feeHthe-futt-impact ofthe-si Sretmets-and icipati joy-and Kouowill .
Yeshivah are those who are engaged
in the publication of regular
material containing Divine Torah,
sent weekly to all our boys .away
Trom the " Yeshivah, Others are in
harge of sending & "
" others make certain tha( mail flows
¢ fytoeach-and-every student
in uniform, some replace drafted
teachers “in nearby Bnei' Akiva
Yeshivot and in Kibbutz Yayneh's
High School so that students not
miss limmud Torah — all in-all a
considerable effort.
And to top it off- Continuous e
visits to students in hospitals from
B T e e Zetat-in the-Nerth te-Beer Sheba-in
-~ the South. Thank G-d just about 4ll :
" Medical Schools Examined For Their Jewish Environments
NN Gy d from Da.g&)m Th abinets_contain_all _the the. - New . England ° area d:st,ance of .the undergraduate that many of the newer buildings 0,',
Tohms _Hopkins, _Penn, andm L it Yale hool e
who generally had only High praise. for the courses he will be studying._. 1@.&’_5‘_2‘151&0“5 ‘medical sehools: -part of the Yale. Corpo 2 older_buildings ot _hidden- behmd-——
fot their respéctive schools ‘and that semester. Students, therefore,  in the world. -T- use”the word . private-institution whicl Hly —facades —imitative —of - Rorian—or-——
profeund respect for their teachers. need not change rooms for each lab, “prestlgmus slmply to avoid using - endowed by "both. friends: and. ‘American Colonial " architecture, .
i a_fourth ‘year student- rather—instractors—change \,Luacs e=-asatomni—€ DUt “‘" Actuall [y, Yale has been quietly
at johns Hopkins told me that many whxle.st.udems_mwg& “pest’”. Nomedical_school_can_be — Yale C d—the—Stat i sevéral areas.
insTructors” af That school address ~equi for the-nextJab: - -best, just as no ice cream flavor can Con"wl_l_x;mms "f First, Yale ires only d-:
their students as “Doctor” even Lectures and anmatomy labs whick - be best. A medical schoof which is monies into the Yale U iversity a.half - years of basic -~ medical
during the-tirst year! may require additiqnal equipment . best suited for my purposes may be School of Medicine. Medical sgiences.
The next medical school I'd like are held in neighboring halls. Al inadequate- for somieone else! students entermg"tﬁelr ¢lerkships at ‘Second, . Yale has retained ‘theé

to visit with you is nestled away in
the heart of New Jersey, is bounded
by corn fields, and overlooks the
Raritan River. Rutgers Medical
School in Piscataway, New lersey

(just forty-tive minutes by car from— his designated desk.

.. Manhattan} opened its doors. in
1972 offering .2 two -year Jasic
« science ~ program. In 1973 this
beavily-endowed, state-funded

school estabiBfed a third and
_fourth year clinical program open to
a selecl group. uf their

most

The ma‘hcal school unvexled Jns!
*  last year plans to build a teaching
~+ hospital on campus - and, con-
sequently, to expand their clinical
program.’ On February. 20, 1974
Governor Byrne announced plans-to
expand the New Jersey College of
Medicine and ~Dentistry into

A

are avaﬂable wnhm walking

these rooms are open twenty-four
hours a day. This enables a student
to return to his desk at his.own
Ieisure and to review all his slides or

specimens without having to leave

Although Massachusetts ~ is sy Yale are glven awlde selection of fetter grading system;

native state, 1 have never had the
opportunity to visit.any of thaf
state's medical schools.

Once Amencas pnde and joy, .-

Tahl,

for

however,

clinical trammg, " while 'students
secking research positions “and/or
“summer - employment - have little

may request-to be graded
on the basis of their exams, or on the
basis of a semirpar course and
presentation, or on the 'basi¢ of a

Ruitgers. College of Medicine and
Dentistry has no classes, exdms, or
labs scheduled for Saturday. Classes

s just about -
tallen to its nadir during the Nixon
- Adruinistration. Just last month, for

p 1 met a PhD. in

and exams scheduled for the Yamim
Tovim are usnally rescheduled since
a considerable  portion of the
studcnt body is Jewnsh Thernu no

d I
campus, however, the nearby
Rutgers campus in New Brunswick
bas @ _kosher Hillel House and an
Orthodox minyan.  Most medical,
students live near the New Brun-
swick campus due to the tack of
cheap dorm facilities on the
A

neurobiology who was driving a cab -
on the streets: of Philadelphia. in
order to. support his family. "As
Rabbi Tendler said - recently, the
government has deemed it. more
important ‘for America to dr

bombs on Cambodia than to, seek
cures for - the -common “diseases
which -affect Amencan citizenry.
Consequently, “medical  schools
around the country are showmg

from training
at’ out—of state medical schools.
There are no 'kosher facilities
available -en the medical . school
camipus proper, however, there is a
kosher cafeteria onthe nearby
undergraduate campus, there is at .
ieast one kosher meat outlet in New
Haven willing to dehver onders, and
hiod agogues
within walkmg dlstance
Yale is one of the few medical
schools which - still have funds
available for 'its bio-medical
research prograins. In fact, the

greater interest in

Piscataway. cam:

- southern ~New . Jersey, with 210

Camden ‘or. the Atlantic City areas.

has made millicns - of - dollers
il - this§ school

- sigmiply because there is but one
: othéf medical school. in the entire
- State of New Jersey; the second most
densely populated state. Several
other - departments of the Rutgers
University. Graduate . School  of
Science share the mile long medical
school campus. This affords medical
studen'ts the opportpnity to tegls'ter

;:seatch pm;ects
" One major innow; mtmduced
at “Ratgers: deserves —mention.
Studeiits are given at the begmmng
© of each semester a large desk which
,meiudes sevcnl locked cabinets.

Unlversnty supplies a shutﬂe servme e an

muting dnrmg the week..
. s’ recently opened a
psychiatric institute on. campus
,which serves 2s a catchment area of
a quatter of a million people. The
University will . sGon complete the
bm{dmgs which will. house the
'School. of Dentistry” which is
preumtly dpcated ‘at an mtntun
camipus in Newark. -

New Jersey testdems shnuld

st

to p
medicine than in those planning a
in medical research, As 1 h
antxcxpated _the - majority of i
ed

77 question: “What are you planning
to: Ldeegee aftcr ﬂu

ion of a h disser-
tation ~has _ been one. - of . the
reqmrements for a degree of Doctor
j;le for,_over a

h paper. Qne female student
1 met at Yale told me that she had.
asked to be graded on a research
paper. Her paper was accepted early
in the semester, yet, “she " never
missed a single lecture even though
she had aiready been graded on the
course!

In general, the faculty and ad-

helpful . and understandmg, My
interviewer- had not only taken the
time to read .and underline my -

application, but had diso. typed an
outline of my application plus. a list
of questions she wanted to ask.
Yeshiva students haye the boorish
habit of asking: “‘Do we really have-
to know that?” Senior. _gre-med

& at
centnry' Each student is.

select a faculty member with whom
he will . work. Conduct of of this

your
The question is, obviously, sﬂly l
ama pre-med student and not a
claifvoyant. So, 1 played the same
game. My standard reply made it
perfectly clear that-1 would kike to
enter a career in practxcal medr,me,
and. perhaps in

is’ during free
periods and often over one or. more
summer -vacations. Fellowsh\ps are *
available to aid students: who cannot
otherwise. afford - to . remain in

“residence “during . the summer”

moriths. Faculty mémbers, too, are

d are” no ption, and the =
uestion inevitably arises *“Why do 1
have to take Physms" “The course is.
. irrelevant  to” my. - major. 1“Fid- -
dlesticks © While wsmng Yale
Universiy,, I decided to sit in.on an
anatomy lecture. For two-and-ome-... ._
half hours the lecturer discussed the
applications of Hooke's Law ‘to
venous . ‘and - arterial expansxon
Scmets, a little knowledge s ca

as well, with cmly some of my. spare

-Yale Unlvmuy,thcmlymﬁwal wmxﬂetmg_mto the :sofem re::lﬂi
is. o their

propots Studems cxplamed 10 me
: oftheir. 2

mntenal and then . qui

thmg drink deep from
the “springs” . of knowledge! .
m R

b i
section of this article, 1 will dlscuss
;uch . vital issues as the MCATs, .

medical > wpecmﬂr as—the-

chmcal program i -} teld the truth. ~
Having covered some ofthe = ‘major- -

med\cal colleges south of New York, school inthe State of Ce

F'would Jike to tiirn.our attentionfor = located.ten minutes from downtown

a.moment 1o the medical scboo“ls

h projects.
Yale's campus is typically eon

i Ncw ‘Haven' md wnthm wnlklnz 'servative. 1 was amused by the fact'

and inte:
article - will - appea.r in tﬁc next
regular edition of lhmev RSLT.:




YU s Destiny

(Continued from Page 16) .
major _ setbacks as the Israet
campaigns syphon money from thewr
coffers. The ‘great ~social-justice

institations of American Jewry, the '

- Amgrican Jewish Congr&ss and the
American Jewish™ Comimittee; are |

" lookjng for causes to espouse. in

Reform movement is in the throes of

amajor theological confrontation on--|

-the . issueg. of rabbis performin
mixed marriages and the rein-
" troduction of traditional - ob-
servances. The Conservative
movement is also divided, and some
observers even predict an eventual
amalamation of the Reform and
.Conservativé movements. Not ¢ ony

ave

failed—to_make any

Above:
recent

in—-the-recent

past, but they i\ave actually
i

Tk & -

Ahavat Yisrael: The

Jewish Love Story

BylMennchemSchrader Feature Edi
Perhaps one of the Agadet that

humap personality is the story of
Choni HaMagel (1) Chom is put to

reawakening. he sirolls into the Beit
Medrash he .once.. learned . in,

rrrrr He tells
" someone he is Chont, and is ;tulcldy
told -that botht Choni and his son
have died quite a while ago, and that
his joke was hardly funny. Choni's
> grandson, however, is pointed out to

sits down to listento ashlur, in the

rd was
and hears
Gla: tedin

once taken as Iaw,
I

tor

tamly many cases of people bemg

- PIGEEES . MOSt deeply the nature of friends only in the “official” way.

The next two types of friends the
aml}aﬁ puts under the general

tﬂ‘st type in this category is the
“pleasure friend,” and the example
the Rambam gives pf such a friend
B8 “the womah with ™ whom: one_
sleeps {6) But the second type, the
“guy you trust,” is of quite a dif-
ferent sort. When you are with him
all  your psychological defenses

Rabbi Shlomo Carlbuh enterhlnlng a fall hovue of YU students a¢ 1M, now already an old man. He relax; you can'act the way you please”
concert sponsored by- YCSC, SOY and Dirshu-—February 21, 1974,

in front of him. Yow can tell him
anlghx g about yourself, good and

ise.—Y.ou

) hxs name, @S the- nzmernf theKzot--

msmutlons of the Ametican Jewish

establishment are_on_the verge of
bankruptcy, exther ial and-or

1

1V1U.l. orivaro

|deartog1ca1 -
it is almost incredible that during

~this—period—of- great- crises—for- the—one-: block- --downtown. move

commuuity,
ds-almost

‘general Jewish
Lod

alone in experiencing new success.
‘While ~ Ortirodoxy's—p
self -denegration often hides the
reat accomplishments of the
moventent, Orthodox Jews ¢an poify
with' pride 'to the highly successful
operations of day schools,. youth
organizations, Kashruth super-
" vision, mikvaot, Yeshivot Gedolot
and a horst of other institutions and
Aineri Orthodoxy.
is today producing and sustaining
programs of great value at a pace
unmatched in American Jewish life.
But ‘even _more important, i

o L

—for'—filled-wit

Fuur short years ago 1 made the
to
Yeshiva College. There were new.
-aspects to.¢ol

less conhmng. more vaned and

_by Ben|um|n Yasgu r—

stitution which struggled “mot only
through hard times but through the -
troubles that all Jews suffered whilg~
ttempting 1o establish themselves. I
see before me a JYewish university
which has_built_up numerous un-

Yet there were features of Yeshiva
life which carried over. The mtl.macy
and semnse

both high schoot and college life, are
favorable features. I am irritated
though by certain other features. Let

dergraduate and graduate divisions
all dedicated to the ideal of Torah

shoﬂcommgs" Some 1 admit I do
not; but I am not blind or in-
sensitive. | am anything save in-

uoted to us. Choni
is not a live person,’in their eyes. He
is '@ historical -figure;

on only by his psakim. Here is

Choni, alive and well in his own Beif 7

Medrash, realizing he is condemned

to isolation for the remainder of his °

_days and cries out to G-d to end his
tife. It was Ravah who summied the
story_up -in one phrase: either
friendship or death.
It was not love that Choni was
in the way we refer
to it in the mitzvah of Ahavat
Yisrael. I am sure anyone in the Beit
Medrash would have lent him

us examine for example the “MTA sensmve to this institution which money if he needed it; would have

Huddle"”.
class usually before nine or at recess
time. Unfortunately though it knows
no time boundaries and will often
conduct meetings after’ school
hours. It appears. that these
“meet gek

ful as

education, but a strong iden-
tification, pride, and insighit to oar

heritage.
I begin to understand the
members of the “huddles”. I feel
hy for_those who Jook upcn

he
e alwdys, s of fhm

protected Him from- any danger.
And those of us who are able to truly
Tove every Jéw thtoughout the world,
I am sure would love him just the
same, whether he was Choni or not.
4ove and affection could not have
comforted ‘Choni. He ’needed
hoknew who he was, who

YUt e

. ‘But herein_lies the ex-

_Orthedox.. politici: .
to_flax_their musclees. .

activists are making the fewish-poor
_into a concern to be reckoned: with.
Legal organizations reaking  wit
“new ground. For Orthoddx Jewish
righits. Orthodox -professionals and
intellectuals are beginning to shine.
The Orthodox community. is.on_the

rise. S
- Perhaps  the ~most : important
factor in the emergence of American

~ Ofthodoxy. i the gap that has

developed between the Orthodox
and -~ the non-Orthodox in the
production _of quality - religious
leadership. The Reform and
Consetvative Seminaries have failed
to produce .either the quality or
quantity of Rabbis or educators that

will be .necessary- to susta.m their

= )’ .,
hodox Yestuy_a XYJU Ihat&Y.u.amLHmL

can’t wait to get out of this place.

MTA graduates carry this trait
with them fo Yeshiva College with
many other freshmen pxckmg up
this skill. The-college-huddle is'more
sophisticated. Few students are in
class before nine and even a fewer
would waste valuable - free time
between': classes. The néw college
man postponés his meetings until
meal-time -or-the-one AM. dotm
bud sessmn

Not once -have 1 heard these
students continue their discussion, if

as_arr_educational
exgencnce becomes. sub_;ect on the
“same level, to ail the criticisms of
any other university, and ' surely
-there—are—shertcomings.- - But
Yeshiva University is more. It has
been more to me as to many othels
We feel part of Yeshiva's goal. W

feel part of Yeshiva’s life, part of lts
family. We may not be-picayune
about every detail, hut we will not
rationalize its faults by name

umqueness as bemg able to cult\me
a loyalty among its students. Loyalty
carries not only the individual, but’

could relate to him. not only as
—another Jew, but as the specific

a - great
Chakham of the old days, who lives

1ndivi ual he .was: He needed . - -
 somesne who knew him i n 'a'i’ﬂm"%ﬁi..i“mm g
short he needed a friend. A group ol s s

Of coirse- thy
“of love thatare
with friendship. It is these types that
are -referred to in the famous
mishnah in Avot.(2) Any love that is
dependent on something, when that
something is gone, the love goes with

"it. But the love which is dependent
on nothing never dies. What is an
_example of dependent love? The

re certain types

fally associated ——

on February 7, 1974.

trust him with any information, and __}
tell him all yout pent up secrets that
you would tell no one else. Such a
friendship is clearly very useful and
is quite relieving after a day of trying
to impress  others with one's
qualifications and modesty

love between Amnofi aiid Tamar(3)
And what is an.example of love
dependent on nothing? The love
between David and Yehonatan.(4)

But the highest form of friendship
according to the Rambam is none of
these. The truest friendship is one

it could be called such, on a highet ~ the university as well. What is of the " repoop o 1o distinguish  where the desires and purposes of

‘leve} asking what could be done
about ‘certain sh of -the

loyalty of the student who- crosses
A dam Avenue, looks at Furst

umvemty. One begins -to feel that
't iwithoitcis-odd, if he

Hall, sneers and - complains? He

between two types of friendship that
diffet in‘that one has a base and is in
danger of losing it, while another

two people exactly coincide, and
each one tries to help-the other so
that they ntay reach this. goal

Seems 19 be dedlcated tosharing his 1 1 00 g ace ot all and will coﬂ‘mue ‘together. It: is this frlend that the

religious leadership ‘of American
Jewry will_be assumed by the Of- hfough the

TROVEMENTS I the—mear—future:
Almost- - incomprehensibly,” - the
leadership - of Jewish- Theological

Seminary has adopted a policy that

will- futher emphasize Jewish
scholarship at the expense of the
already - - weakened' - . Rabbinical
program What we are seeing is a
situation being created in which the

thodox Rabbinate, not: bécause: of
their particular - excellence, -
because of the default of the Reform

“and Conservatwemnvemcm.s
ThE:WM Teality is likely
to thrust Yeshiva Umvelslty, into

o

And

udges;”

doesn’t join the-t
how many do just that:

“it's sad to think that there are
many unhappy students here'at YU.
How does.one’ rationalize -four. or
possibly éight years of unh‘appiness?
What does one say each morning to

- g an
descnpuons of ~YU- -with'.all his
peers. 1 have often witnessed looks
of surprisé. on.the faces of those
peets whien they hear someone say,
1 like YU.”

1t would be wrong to overlook the

€3l as, and wil €o

‘forever. But the Rambam gives the
mishnah & " different - twist. All

“Knel lecha cluyu" Itis to thxs
friendship that the Rambam

friendship is based hing or
other; but that thing can be either
lasting or temporary. The fnendshxp
can exist as long as its base is
around, If its base is temporary the

give himself’ strength 1o contintie not  faults of this institution. but equally friendship willlast only as long as its

only through the day, but pethaps

as wrnng to crmcxze wnhout Lhe
As.

base But lf its base is everlasting,

Jast- £

- ascribes the. saying associated with
Choni, “either friendship.or death.”
The Rambam sees the fulfillment
of this friendship in the rebbetalmid
relationship. Rabbi Soloveltc}uk
sees ‘its fulfiliment in marriage.(7) .
But whetever one goes fo seek it out

Fee moreyearsTWhat
does an unhappy studcnt take away
Wil
dlplomx;‘7

When I~ Took™ at Yeshiva
Uhiversity 1 see before me an- in-

the. present wlth memories nf the

Lhope . ; ility. The Rambam, in
- tht a!l ot us will take advantage of 1 the. mishnah *Kne} lecha

But fnendsh\ps do.not differ only

this friendship; he-must remember .

the verb used by the xmshhah when -
of this

hich-¢an be

the
ours here at YU.

—chaver™(5), i) the._different
" selationships’ possible ‘between two
friends, and finds that there are four

American Rabbis as has’ Yeshiva,

one of the most decisive. positions in
the hxstory ‘of American Jewty. The
«iact ls that Yeshwa ls the only

that is producmg m slgmﬁcent
numbers, Rabhls that ate entering
-,ﬂ&ﬁ 3

Even Reform and * Conservative
rabbinical studénts openly “admit
.that, barring  two. or ‘three kx-
ceptions, ‘there are no young: ger-

sonalities among the- Oonservauve or
Reform rahgmn& luders grbo

produced -anything close’ to-the
number--

of"> tr\lfy outstandmg

undahasta‘fcthm o
’Ihwnst&eemergmgmamvoﬁhe

American Jewish scene as-I see it
There is much for which Yeshiva
deserves legitimate criticism. Many

aspects of-Yeshiva * need o be

dategories of friendship. The first
and lowest is what may be ealled the
“official” friendship, such as the
relatlonshlp between people who do

further loped and

with each other, or the ties,

But. only if we learn to
the mtlcal ro!e Yeshiva has played,
a the

ty, ve Hiope
eshiva will become the-

day ‘when
Teader - .of
‘Ameriea’s Jews will learn from it the

valna  of traditional Tonh Judaismi,

ericat - Jewry, - and. .

_fo.rces__tlﬁs;l‘_elahonshlp. This
~friendship may” Jead to ¢ 1
between - twd: people- in a very

meaningful way, but these.ties will

havenathm wdo with-the business

Enendshlp “Knen” - Buy at.any .
price. N -
momor:s'

1. Taanit 23(a)

5:15 The lranslalmn of the Rambams
commentary by Kapac!
3 Shmuel it 13 1:5

4. Shmuel |
5. Avot 16, %
6. This categorization of the husband-wife

;vramp 'Fm

fer im, Hilchot ishut, ~
chiaptes 15; pdragraphs 17-20. For the Ram-
bam ‘s view. see" h;s comshentary on Bereishit”

7 Ash&ardmahcmreatsze-nco‘bwtwo
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Contributing Editor;

The Manifest Destm_ Of Yeshlva Umversﬂy

e e — ‘,pnrcum BUChWdeb"“ ’

i hgoughout the world' there exxsl
i of Jews uhu

“Lcts Knock Yeshival” . Fo )
this m:.tulgence is_only a hobby.

These hobbyists, make every effort
= S —spicy gossip - about-""onservatives,

le 101 the next.parlor
meeung For othes has become a
major preoccupation. These expetts
are ajways at hand with a bad word
of two, dettly prepared and ‘timed tg,
frike.a itive nerve in the public’

Yeshiva is largely notning to anyone
neither: a Yeshiva nor . a
ersi F. ht- wmg

v o
To the left-wing it’s too ch’naklxh
To'liberal Jews, #t’s too pargchialito
it's 100 catholic, .
Aside from the hobbyists and the”
professionals. there aré also - the
bandwagon critics, those. who.aren’t
narticularly enamoured or .par- -
dicularly resentful of Yeshiva; but-
since_everyone: else is doing it. they.

- appointient crisis; the -Pr—Samiuel.-

R 7

.Dean’s  Reception. " controversy;
(Irving Gr_eenbergs “Mikvah and’

the S\ngle Gifl” issue; the Semicha:

Albany affair, the. Mowshowitz
Belkin Fan Club, and many more. *
hether ytm’ngreethhfhe issue ot

not is irrelevent. The fact is that it
Tnakes for lively evenings-and that’s »
what counts.

In 1968, as a student at Yeshivat.

Kerem B"Yavneh, 1 was, for the first

the first umé students spoke openly As 1 160k back upon my. ex--
about ‘the avaﬂal:uhzy of drugs- and - perience g’ Israel. in - 1968- 1969 1
its »common use  among— foreign reallze how much it - served to

g alread dee at-

Wha helghtened

€ outrage, was

-that-among all-the foreign students .After_six month\ I was réady 10 call” .

in".Hebrew University at' the time, lsrael my homie, in a physical sense.
he-fout-salected for the interview And yet, in'a religious sense Israel
were, of had been, students at. left me with . profound sense: of -
Yeshiva or Stern. The Israelis had a homel 1 was fortable

field ddy. Students from the in_ its. synagogues. L felt little in-
“froom” Yeshivas tock particular common with its. Rabbinate, and

pleasure in salting the wounds with _even less_

or-private-tmage-of Yeshiva: ‘Fo-be

do it too. ’F}nsf&%egory is probably

siite, somé O The most astate and e most”

effective knockers are. or were, at
one time or another, members of the
faculty or of the student body -of

category into which most sludems at
Yeshiva. fit.- 1 myself ‘have been a-

member of the bandwagon  critics

(lme confronted personally with the

Fhe—stadents in Israel-atthe time it was

P
Jerusalem Post ran an article about
the use of -diugs by Americaf
dirig the year at lsraeh

Yeshiva. -
dt's—suwch-= }evehkgame Since

ith its rehglous political
&

their caustic remarks. Fof YU partiesiTc

most humiliating experience.
As 2 long-time member of the religious establishment of Istael
bandwagon critics I was tempted to suddenly crystahzed before me. 1
h £ o]t ez America_1 _could

or many years anH‘ Believe o y AL S
aJot_oLtun Today 1 caanuk_hack

Yéshiva attempts to_be al things to
all people, it is invariably open to
criticism from those people whofeel

th
—on —thes

gh
exciting fon:

tmiversities-
__stit _amotig Israelis and

id_not. until ther,
r-the use of drugs as a

of
The Homecoming. weekend and the

serious problem among lsraehs For

-

But the more I thought about it, the walk in to any one of 2 number of

ned I bécame to do 50, In Jewish “communities; in - citiés—
fact I soon found myself defendmg throughout ‘the Tand, and feel at
Yeshiva's image. . home. There were; in America, a

- host of American tabbis With whom

—— Associate. Editor-

: - Chaim M. Brickman——

While the inscription on W. C.

interviewers along wifh” their

wdents) with a

_and undergraduate tacil

Fields' tombstone reads: ‘I'd rather
be here than in Philadelphia,” the
fact of the matter is that many a pre-

" med would jump at the. opportumty

to attend a medical school in that
city. Philadelphia boasts of five
medical schopls University of

building and foom num! ets mce

Cnnsequently, Temple  University
Edical SCNol, 1§ fio longer ral

all interviews are given on S
one must consult a qualified Rabbx
hefore leaving for .the interview
whether it is permissible to carry
these items through the halls of the
hospntal and, if necessary, through

- by many pt . as high as 1t
was a mere ten years ago, while Jews
have become an endangered species
on campus. Classes and exams are
otten held on Saturday and 1 know.
01 no. Orthodox synagogue in the

nnsy Tvania,
Hahnemana, Temple, -and - College
of Physicians, a small, ‘megical
school (which only recently opened

Schml of Medicitie
literally without a peer. When the

facility_opened. in 17654it was the

first and only medical school in the

~Thirfegn ™ colontesT The ~School i~

located in" the = heart - of the

university's campus and is only ten

minutes by car from the center of
this historic_city. The"fact that the
medical -center, graduate schools,

share the' sime gorgeous campus is
an jmportant plus when you con-
sider = housing,” research ~op-
porfunities, recreation ' facilities,
interdepartmental studies, as well as
the relatively large Jewish faculty
and student community assocmled
with {hie university.

Unfortunately, mtervxews for
‘Penn's medical school,are scheduled

tacilities all

“of.- the_ school,_ I

Telferson,  (he couTtyard-betweet ¥

personally, found- it impossible to
commit 4ll the information on .the
sheet.'to -memary. g
The -City of Bmtherly Love is,

would strongly discourage -any
“Yeshiva student from applying to
Temple, except in the cas e of a state
res\dent who can atford the thirty-

coW make —The necessary

1 could identify." And the more I

] sought to understand the reason for
1 d thns disparity, the more 1 came to
- - = - hi mun Ameri Yeshxva

Orthodox Community that related
serious problems for students to me (and, 1 xmagme, to’ tens of ~
w ousands Tike
Arrangements must” be made b)’ religious sense. I began to see
religious ‘medical students t6 live Yeshiva in a new Tight.
off-camipus for Shabbat since there  The realization that I first gained
are no synagogues nor,mlnydmm in jn Israel, heightened my interest in
the vicinity of the school. the constantly changing political
“While visiting Johns Hopkins 1 and religious currents of the
met__two._religious stuglgnti on_ American Jewish Community, and
campus who shared an apartment ihe role Yeshiva: plaﬁd’}s’a’n in-
nearby. These students told me that fluencing factor in those patterns.
they order their meat from a local appears t6 me, that the past few’
dlstnbutor who delivers du'ect]y to years have seen Yeshwa emerge as a
em:e_Qb.\zm_us ish

J?
a result of these and the"
absence of a strong, finifying force.

AT

1o SRy

the Orthodox commnities in West,
Notth, and Northeast Philadelphia
remain ~_disjointed = and - un-
coordindted. Peénn’s. canipus, is

lusively on Sdturday, Whlle located in the predominantly ‘Black
several basic science classes fh Section of west— P

‘Saturdays and on” Yamiifm’ To”fm
These problems are far from
insurmountable for fhe'committed
_and improvisatory religious student,
" Students invited for interviews and
who require a place to stay for
Shabbat should ' contact Michael:
Eleff; a  Penn undergraduate

Shabbat,

. before accepting any school.

petent Rabbi or acquaintance- and if Yeshiva’s leadershi

A role-has Become more pmnounced
»Yc?hlya graduate attending Johns Throughout the country, recently

All in ally
exciting city. In many respects it is a
miiniature New York City with less
‘of the hustle and- bustle but with an

Ph\ladelphm is an

-outstanding .
research

told mie-that- & car -is—a-graduated-YU Rabbis and-laymen .
necessity for any student attending have assumed posmnns of
Hopkins, and especially in the case leadership and power, to-the exterit
of . a_.religious, _single . student, that much of the new assertiveness,
because of the school’s location. - even agressiveness, of - today’s

Johns Hopkins«has several Orihodoxy, -centers around former
departijents—- deiits-afig-assoeiatés-of Yeshiva.
facilities, however, this~ While. these developments; are--
Is-especially noted—for- its:

work in the areas of mentat and
physical handicaps.. The- Kennedy
Family aloie- has. pumped millions
of dollars .into their .research
facilities which, 1y, bears

significant, what 5-in store-for-the
future appears to -be even more
dramatic. To. put it simply, the
recent shifts in the power structure
of American Judaism could con-

that hmlly s name.
Since the average medlca.l school
applicant has never. been. trained in

situation in which
Yeshiva Umverslty would emerge as
the dominant foree in the American
Jewish Cnmmunityf

fife” of “American Jews™Is " quite’

added hlstorlcal flavor.: Un- chnriculum evaluation, it s,
Gity-is socially dead .
ofily tifteen by-car r-from .be for-the religious. student who Jives_ visiting_any. 56
Orthodox Jewish settion known as: out of town. However, as in many of - gspeqlally sensitive to those snnpfev i
Wynnefield, ““home of the the miajor cities dlong- the -East  qualitiés-which mighs be mdlcan\(é\
Philadelphi 1 ical Aca ; 'C()ast. with-4 little bit of ingenuity - of that school’s quality of éducation.
South Philadelphia, “once ~'a. and “with a little-bit o’ luck™ ‘one  For example; students 1 interviewed

- flourishing - Jewish: area, “is- mow
predominantly Italian and -Black,

while Center. City remains the city's
" siudgiii, af 4010 Spruce Street. -Mr.-—amusenit AHdnstdL
Eleﬂ is Preslhent of the Jewish scial

i applicantis.given 2 name

initiative. of - orihodox
students.on.campus. There &-also a
Hillel. House, only two biacks from
the medical college buildings,
equipped with.a kosher kitchen as

well as a {raditionally, .orthodnx -

synagogue
The University” of Pennsylvama
scheduies two mtenlews per ap

Commlttee of - Admissions. Upon
drriving at “the "University on’ the
morning “of your .interview, each

sheet of paper which s

the CeMer Cny

istrict. Neither: sehiool has koshier —
facilities, but. studénts - from . both
schools ‘often arrangé to stay at the
Jewish Residerice Horiig at, Péhin for.
Shabbes, - Hahnemann has' no
classes  scheduled ofi - Safurday;
. Jefferson ‘does” hold some lfabs and
classes on'Shabbat. L

Tenple Univei'sit'y, like so‘mé.ny

can overcome most, if not all ob-
stacles.
Of all the medical schools Iﬁ‘ave

a
show) 56

at two medical schocls childishly.
advised -mé ‘not” to come to- their
school.
rmted that stadents in anatomy Iabs

CT
class, and students dlessed
“faskie

<with . their

g. Latest statistics-indicats
that. only about. 8 percent of
. American Jews. ‘attend synagogue
regularly, as compared to 30 percent.

|:a.nd 34 percent church attendance
At thése: same schools” I 'for ‘American’ Protestants. and

Catholics, - respectively:  Inter-

awish 4
dechne. Even the b:g money and blg

of
con=

by this-séheot-fo

then. "Jokins Hopkms Schual
Medmne deserves \speclal
“sideration. - s

* " Lecated about twenty minutes by
car. ftom:the Jewish, commumty in”
“Baltimot¢, - Hopkins is” one “of the -
“oldest aud most prestigious medical
msmutlons in the country.
siiedical alis located-in a

aid. for thm ‘sustenance, -
0 gaimst ~Caucasians
*and $hows speci: ;oasldmtwn for
,apphcants from “various- mmonty
groups. (Need I mentiin_ thefact

o loniger

thit the Jewish mirm% lo
conisidered. s . minority srou.p?)

area of - the city,. however,

hospital: andseveral: of the
surmnmhng buildings are i
“ferconnected by ‘a+ sétles of -sub- "
tesranean ss-ggs. Clasmhere,,as
“inmost other niedical’ schools, ‘end
beM-e dark so’tlus shéuldfcause no

posmon This is -in- marked
dlstmcuon to the stedents. 1 met at
Contmued on’' Page 14)

Y are.in

ttouble. Jewlsh federations .and

welfare-argayizatiofis have suffered
. (ﬁonunuen on Page 15)"

Have the elaymt:aund at yaur slmdm

MIZMOR SHIR

Ommanq,'\ ‘ 'm.mmmshirnmms&wn.
avatiable. i MAOS or R303 wnmmmmmi

y for an applicant Cénsiger the following “factors.

ical- school to be -Onthe surface the stateof. religious





