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Semikha Convocation Is Held

by Herzi Hefier

Pomp and ceremony were on
‘hand at Y.U.’s first Chag HaSe-
micha in seven years which was
held on Sunday afternoon April
2nd in Lampert Auditorium. The
occasion was in honor of the 80th
anniversary of Yeshivat Rabenu
Yitzchak Elchanan and the Mus-
machim of the last 7 years. On
hand, as well, were many of the
RIETS Rabbein and lecturers of
Yeshiva's Jewish Studies depar-
tment as well as proud relatives

and friends of th Musmachim. The

Rav, HaGaon Rav Yosef Dov So-
lovechik (Shlita), was also pre-
sent but unfortunately could not
acddress the audience due to the

~ Student

condition of his health.
The oceasion was highlighted
by the address delivered by Ye-

Cantor P. Gl 0

the Musmachim, immediately dis-

tinguishing between those Mus-
miachim who were active solely in

Semikha Ci

shiva University’s Pr

secular prof and those who

Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm. Rabbi
Lamm divected his comments to

Leaders

Investigate Bernsteins

At the request of Bernstein-
on-Essex Chinese Restaurant, a
meeting consisting of the Student
Organization of Yeshiva Kashrus
Committee, various Yeshiva Col-
lege student leaders and repre-
sentatives from Bernstein’s, was
held in the offices of Rabbi Dr.
Moshe Tendler, on Wednesday
evening, March 8. The purpose of
the meeting was to clarify certain
questions which had arisen about
the kashius of the restaurant.

. Rabbi Tendler, Rosh Yeshi-
va in RIETS and faculty advisor
to the SOY Kashrus Committee,
opened by explaining to the rep-
resentatives from Bernstein's
that the general student body has
grown extremely sensitive to the
problems of kashrus and that
they now demand clear, unequi-
vocal information in order to allow
themselves to evaluate and pat-
ronize any institution. Mr. Auer-
bach, head of the Kashrus Com-
mittee, asked for a list of sources
of meat used by Bernstein. Mr.
William Rosenfeld, manager of
the restaurant, and Rabbi Wol-
ken, Rav HaMachshir, answered
that the meat came from a variety
of sources, including “local” and
“Western" Sh'chitas. Mr. Auer-
bach said that because of recent
developments many students are
uneasy with the standavds of
Western meats. Bernstein's a-
greed to discontinue purchasing
any meats from the West as soon
as possible.

Mr. Neil Maron, past Presi-
dent of SOY, asked whether
there was a "Mashgicch T'widi”,
or constant supervision, at the

restaurant. Mr. Rosenfeld as-
sured the assembled that during
the hours when Rabbi Lessin, the
Mashgiach, was not present,
there was always another Jew on
the premises who kept constant
watch. In response to Mr. Ka-
mioner, President of SOY, he sta-
ted that all vegetable products
and canned goods were used with
the assent of Rabbi Bernard
Levy.

The next area of di

had pursued -careers in the Rab-
binate or Jewish education. He
viewed positively the growing
phenomenon of individuals who
intended to practise a secular pro-
fession to stind¥ing for smicha
prior to enterihg their respective
carreers; “This phenomenon is
indicative of Torah learning

cont.onp. 6

In observance of the 80th an-
niversary of RIETS, a weeklong
celebration was held at the up-
town campus. Various confer-
ences, lacturves, shivrim and din-
ners were held, beginning March
25 and culminating in a Sentikheal
Convocation, Sunday afternocon
April 2nd. The programs were
run in conjunction with the annuat
Rabbinic Alumni convention.

The schedule of events in-
cluded two shinrim by Rosh
Yeshiva, Harav Herschel Shach-
ter. One shiur dealt with mase-
chet Kiddushin while the other
was about the concept of Dinul
dmalkhutah dinch. The follow-
(ing day, Thursday March 30, was
the occasion of President Lamm’s

shiwr honoring the Yarzheit of

Rav Yitzhak Elchonon Spector.
Rabbi Lamm addressed the YP-
RIETS talmidim as well as mem-
bers of the Yeshiva community,
n the Man Bullding Bet Aiia-
yush, and discussed the mitzoh
of talmud torak.

On Thursday afternoon at 2
PM, Rabbi Dr. David Hartman,
currently Professor of Philosophy

RIETS Celebrates 80th Anniversary

at Hebrew University delivered a
lecture on the intriguing issue, “If
it is so good why is it so bad?”
concerning the current state of
Medern Orthodoxy. e day’s
events concluded with a large
fund-raising dinner in the Belfer
Commohs, honoring the new
members of the RIETS Board of
Trustees.

At a meeting of current
semikha  students on Friday,
President Lamm announced the
new Yudin Yuadin program.
Other topics of interest to the
students were discussed.

Rabbi Israel Miller, Vice-
President for Student Affairs,
was the guest speaker at the
Chag HuaSemikha shabbat. He
provided Friday night listeners
with a historical review of
Yeshiva. .

The final day of celebration
was Sunday April 2nd. A lun-
cheon honoring the nusmachim
was served in the cafeteria and ac
3 PM the Semikha Concocativn
was held. Full details of this event
along with synopses of most of the
major shinrim and lectures ap-
pear in this issue.

RIETS Institutes New Programs
Chaver Ordination To Be Revived

by Abe Rosenberg
A new supplementary Kollel
program, designed to produce
legitimate Halachic authorities,
will be impl ed at Rabbi

centered around “Hadacha” ~—
the required helachic immersion
of meat. Mr. Rosenfeld asserted
that all the meats were sprayed
with a strong stream of water
from a hose because it was the
only practical method. Mr. Auer-

.cont.onp. 3

Isaac Elchanan Theological Sem-
inary, beginning next year.

The program will consist of a
two-year course of supervised
study in selected areas of all four
volumes of the Shulchan Aruch,
along with their related texts in
the Gemara. Students who com-

plete the program successfully
will be awarded the designation of
“Yadin Yadin” on their Semichas.

President Lamm, who dis-
cussed the plans for the program
with the entire Semicha student
body at a meeting on March 31,
stressed the fact that only the
best scholars in the yeshiva will
be accepted. No more than four
students will be admitted each
year, and no outside work, aca-
demic or otherwise, will be al-

Purim Chagiga Huge Success

SOY Pres. Enjoying Chagiga

by Mare Samuels

On  Wednesday evening,
March 22, SOY held its annual
Purim Chagiga in the Tanen-
baum Hall Bet Midvash. Over
1300 students attended, many
from outside the Yeshiva. Some
rabbeint were present as well.

Although prior to the event it
was unclear whether the chu-
giguh would be open to non-YU
people, it was decided that in the
interests of good will, the entire
Jewish community would be in-
vited to participate. This led to a
much larger group, with many
Columbia students as well as
those from other colleges, attend-
ing.

The chugigh began prompt-

Iy at 10 PM in the elaborately de-
corated Bet Midrash, and in no
time at all the place was trans-
formed into a huge crowd of sing-
ing and dancing falmiding, revel-
ing in the sincha of the day. The
music was led by a 10 piece or-
chestra, under the direction of
Paul Glasser, who has had this
assignment for eight years.

At 12 the traditional grem-
mew were sung, as written by
various members of the YU coun-
cils. By 2 AM the chagiga closed
with a rendition of Hutikeah, fol-
lowed by a spontaneous outburst
of ruach that continued out into
the street. All proceeds from the
“hewgigads, (which was also rather
successful  financially) will be
given to tzedukalh.

lowed. Students will not be per-
mitted to enter the program until
they have completed the regular,
three-year Semicha curriculum.

Rabbi Zevulun Charlop
According to Dr. Lamm, these re-
quirements, in addition to peri-
odic, rigorous bechinot through-
out the two-year period will es-
tublish  the highest possible
standlards for the Yadin program,
and will help to produce the ex-
perts in Halucha so badly needed
in many parts of the United
States and other countries.

A yearly sum of 32000 over
and above the normal kollel sti-
pend will be awarded to each par-
ticipant in the program.
According to Dr. Lamm, all

cont.onp. s
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For a number of years SOY has issued various
publications on behalf of the Yeshiva community.
‘Those that worked on these publications did so with-
out any remuneration. Likewise, it has always been
understood by all those involved in such ventures,
that all proceeds would go to the sponsering organ-
ization.

Recently, this understanding has been violated
by the editors of The Passover Haggadah, first
published by SOY in 1973 and in 1974. They have
reprinted the 1974 edition of the haggadul, with
certain additions and revisions, claiming the copy-
right as their own,

We find this action deplovable. There ave ob-
viously questionable ethics involved in a former YU
student reprinting, for personal gain, a publication
that was previously published under SOY funding,

Very Nice

We were pleased to hear of the announcements
by RIETS of the new Yadin Yadin and Chaver
programs. These programs have great potential and
the administration is to be led for their
effurts. We hope the proposed strict standards are
adhered to, so as to insure their continuation and

But...

...in the area of the Semikha program itself there
are still many changes that must be made, We hope
that the various committees that are currently
analyzing the problems put forth proposals as
dynamic as the aforementioned new programs. The
eftort put into new and original programs cannot
serve as a replacement for improving the present
Semikha program.

Some Fun

Purim 5738 at YU is history. The ballocns and
bottles have been cleared away; the girls are gone,
the grammen forgotten. All that remains is the
lingering (and in some cases, foggy) r ion of

From The Editor's Desk
Images

Ephraim Simpser

Whether we believe it or not, Yeshiva University has a prominent
place in the New York jewish community. Many of the Orthodox
rabbonim in N.Y, are tied to YU i in some way. People are constantly
interested in YU activities and opinions. SOY repeatedly receives
requests for kashrut bulletins and information. The Cantorial Training
Institute supplies many synagogues with ch for the yamim
noraim. YU Press has been extremely active, publishing numerous
books for the contemporary jewish market. The Bernstein’s issne is a
further example of Yeshiva's influence.

Along with this influence comes a certain responsibility. This duty
accompanies any leadership position and encompasses strict standards,
be they academic, moral or ethical ones. The person who is “looked up
to”, must be worth lookmg at:

The onus for carrying out this responsibility falls on everyone
involved in YU. In academics, the inistration and faculty must
attain and insure the highest possible stndards, for both religious and
secular stud)es Whereas students are also involved in maintaining

1l this invol t is minimal, since students do not
set academic policy. In the other areas, morals and ethics, the respon-
sibility falls heavily on the students, while the administration can only
teach, preach, set examples, and pray.

Recently there has been a rather disheartening laxity in our
performance of this duty. Many of us students either forget or choose to
ingnor the fact that we are, as the label says: “A Y.U. bochur.” Yet,
instead of rising to the responsibility, we resent or ignore it, and
thereby abuse the good name (for which we, as well as past students
and grad are likewise responsible) of Yeshiva University.

one of the most suceesful chagigot in SOY history.
Not only did it provide the b'nei he'yeshive with the
perfect vehicle with which to enjoy sintchat purine,
it also showed the Jewish youth of NY that YU is
still “leibedick™. The only words that are necessary
are thank-you and congratulations on a job superbly
done.

I ] -
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usmg both SOY contributors and the SOY name.

The 1973 edition was published in March 1973
under an SOY copyright. The following year, the
revised edition was under the copyright of Mr.
David Derovan, the editor. However, the students
who contributed the bulk of the material to the first,
basic edition did so with the understanding that the
haygredod was an SOY venture, The fact that SOY
has the copyright and suffered all the losses on the
1473 edition makes it clear that this edition, which
way the basis for all future editions, was purely an
SOY publication.

The injustice to SOY, to the gracious contribu-
tors, and to the entire Yeshiva community is unde-
niable. We demand on their behalf that the editors
vectify this grevious debasement of ethical stan-
dards immediately.

JERUSALEM:

source.

MAZER SCHOLARSHIPS AT HEBREW UNIVERSITY IN

"Two scholarships are available each year to graduates of the Erna
Michael College or the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Sem-
inary, and in exceptional cases, to Yeshiva College graduates who
studied in the Yeshiva Program but did not receive Semicha. Stu-
dents selected for study at the Hebrew University on this scholar-
ship must limit themselves to Jewish studies and promise to teach
on the higher level in the United States or in Israel. The scholarship
is given for one year, but may be renewed for one additional year. It
carries with it for each recipient a $1,000 stipend which he uses for
his general expenses, and 3250 which is given to the Hebrew Uni-
versity to cover tuition fees. Whereever possible, the award will be
made to one who is not receiving scholarship help from any other

I interested, apply in writing either to Dr. ISRAEL MILLER or
DEAN JACUB RABINOWITZ before April 17, 1978,

Why Pay?

I was shocked to learn that
Yeshiva College is requiring stu-
dents to pay half the fee of instal-
ling »nezuzot in the college dormi-
tories. In view of the ever in-
creasing dormitory fee paid by
students, it is inconceivable that
there is not enough money avail-
able to defray the cost of a $12
meznzuh for every two students.

Gary Miller YCT78

The editors of Gesher 1979,
Sheon Karol and Pesach
Lichtenberg, welcome ori-
ginal research papers in
any field of Orthodox Jew-
ish  scholarship from all

TU will be offering a “Teaching
the Holocaust™ course this sum-

July  25th,

Monday through

members of the Y.U. com-
munity. If interested,
please contact  Pesach,

mer at the Brookdale Center.
The course wiil run for three
weeks, from July 5th through

Thursday, %:15 am — 3:45 pm.
For further information see
Stuart Zweiter, Furst hail
Room 119.

M304 (927-4145) or Sheon,
M209 (923-9133).

Recent events plainly bear this problem out. The et,hlcally ques-
tionable activities of certain stud and grad goes
When the opportunity arose for us to police ourselves and correct a
wrongdoing, we failed miserably by falling prey to petty technicalities
and procedures whose place in our student court only seems to impede
justice. How SOY could allow the personal printing of work done by
SOY students, for SOY, is alse a failure of our duty to uphold what we,
as Yeshiva University students feel is right.

Cheating is certainly a prime example of the poor image that we
are projecting. [ am sure that T am not alone in the hurt I felt inreading
Dean Kurtzer’s memo. Worse yet, what about 4ll the outsiders and
parents who hear of it? Is this the impression that we as YU students
want to give? Must we sit in a class and waste five minutes while the
teaher reprimands and warns us about “eyes on your own paper”
before every exam?

To attempt to rectify these ethical problems by broadcasting them
in the press to force administration action, is likewise indiscrete. While
results are meaningful, the ends certainly do not justify the means,
especially when there are other options. There are certain issues that
must be kept internal, if for the sake of the YU image alone.

Today, as in the past, we have another situation, one that is, for
myself, a rather emotional issue. The insistence of many students to
remove their yarmulkas, for interviews, sports or drama, is, to me, a
further evasion of our responsibilities. It is rather disappointing to leaf
through YU yearbooks and eonstantly see pictures of yarmulka-less
fellow classmates (read: Yeshiva Bochur?) striving for a higher score.
The only distinction between most Yeshiva players and the opposition
are the uniforms and the quality of play. We respresent Yeshiva ~isa
little yarmulka, alittle symbol, so much of an impediment to our play?

In the interests of professionalism most of the members of the
Dramaties Society choose not to wear yarmulkas in their productions.
I respect them for their superb performances and their efforts on
behalf of YU. But they still represent Yeshiva University; no one
granted actors immunity. Therefore, they, like the rest of us, must
make certain sacrifices to properly undertake this representation. I
speak not of halakhic issues, but rather of what feels right — that 2 YU
student, performing in front of a varied audience, represent YU more
than in name only. The parent or visitor still sees the actors as “YU
boys” with or without the yarmulkas. And, personally, Howie, Jay,
Steve, etc. are still Howie, Jay, Steve, ete. no matter how convincing
their act. We would all enjoy the productions just as well (if not better)
if everyone wore yarmulkas.

Furthermore, our actions outside the confines of Yeshiva are
constantly scrutinized. Everywhere we go and everything we do is

noted as being done by a YU student. The responsibility is thus self
evident.

I do not wish to sound high and mighty. But it bothers me to hear
vicious generalizations about the questionable ethics and morals of YU
guys. I'like Y.U. and I like the bochurim we have here. Only we can
change things. Certainly we need Rabbi Lamm and the administration
to lend us direction. But we ourselves must defend YU with pride and
uphold the standards we have accepted by entering its doors.

As editor I feel responsibile to inform the students of the current
status of tuna fish. I have been informed and have confirmed through
various sources that, persuant to a directive by the RCA Kashrus
Commission the U-0 is currently improving their kashgacha on tuna
fish. Further details will be presented as they become available,
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Yadin Yadin Included
In New Riets Program

copt. from p, 1
prospetive candidates should be
tore than “falinidei chacha-
wim”. They should possess a
ghnuine interest in becoming
| leaders specializing in
the answering and solving of Ha-
lachic questions in daily life. Upon
impletion  of the program,
ghadaates will be expected to as-
sime such leadership positions in
abeas where this kind of expertise
i needed the most.

Some Changes

Several additional develop-
wents in the Semicha program
were discussed by subsequent
sPeakers at the March 31 meet-
ing. Regarding the Gruss Center
in Israel, Rabhi Zevulum Charop,
director of RIETs, announced
-that this year's highly successtul
program will continue next year,
in essentially the same format, for
pre-Senicha, Semicha, and post-
Stmicha students. The only sig-
nificant change will be a new
shine for the pre-Semichayear.
This shiur will be completely
séparated from the Beit Midrash
L'Torah curriculum, in which all
pre-Sewicha students are pres-
ently integrated.

In the areu of Supplementary

Rabbinics courses at RIETS, a
new, three-track course schedule
is being developed, which will en-
able students to specialize in one
particular areas of interest.
According to Rabbi Charlop,
the three areas of instruction will
be Jewish Education, Synagogue
leadership, and the Chaplainey.
in addition, a new, general sur-
vey course, currently being
drawn up, is expected to be a re-

quirement of all first-year
Sewricha  students, beginning
next year.

Other speakers at the mest-
ing were Rabbi Israel Miller, the
Vice-President for Student Af-
tairs, and Dean Vietor Geller, of
Communal Services. Rabbi Mil-
ler, who moderated the meeting,
acknowledged the contributions
of Joseph and Faye Tanenbaum,
and Marcos and Adina Katz. Both
families have donated substantial
sums of money to the yeshiva in
recent months. Dean Geller intro-
duced the various members of the
Division of Communal Services,
and urged all Semicha 111 Stu-
dents to meet with the DCS staff
i liately, for as-

1. +

sistance.
In a related event, Rabbi
Lamm has announced the institu-

Kashrus Committee
GChecks ’'Schmulks’’

oond. fromp. 1

Dbuch claimed that many of the stu-
dents had accepted the “Heakpu-
(il that meat must be immersed
And salted within a 72 hour period
after Sh'chite, Rabbi Tendler
suggested that if "Haducha” be-
¢yme necessary, then immersion
in a tub of water rather than sim-
ple spraying would be preferable.
My, Rosenfeld further stated that
2l meats from Bernstein's were
“Kosher”, not “Glatt Kosher”.

The final issue raised con-
cyrned the cold-cuts used at Bern-
stein’s. Mr. Rosenfeld informed
the group that the restanrant re-
chived their salami, balogna, and
franks from Shmulka Bernstein's,
4 warehouse located in Brooklyn,
which is under the supervisien of
Rabbis Levinson and Zakheim,
2ud owned by Baruch Kudovsky.
Rowever, Mr. Rosenfeld did not
Byow from where Shmulka Bern-
stein’s received their meats. At
the urging of the students, Mr.
Rosenfeld promised to investi-
gute this matter further, and
stated that should he discover
that Shmulka Bernstein's re-
cvived Western meats, he would
vyge them to switch to local meats
exclusively, or he would be forced
0 ceuse purchasing from them.

The meeting ended with Mr.
Rosenfeld promising to rectify
the “sources of Sh'chity” problem
Ay quickly as possible, but main-
tuined that “Hudacha when ne-
cessary, would still be done witha
Pose,” which he felt is permis-
suble I'chatehile.

From subsequent discus-
sions and meetingswith both Mr.
Rosenfeld, and Baruch Kadovsky
of Bhmulka Bernstein Ine. from
Rrooklyn, the following pertinent

information was derived. Al-
though Shmulka Bernstein had
been taking in a small percentage
of meats from the West, now that
they have been made aware by
the SOY Kashrus Committee of
the reluctance of Yeshiva stu-
dents to eat Wetern meat, they
promised to no longer do so.
Thus, Mr. Rosenfeld maintained,
“that all meats now used by Bern-
stein’s  restaurant, including
those from Shmulka Bernstein
Ine., come from 3 sources: Allen
Packing and Linden Packing un-
der the Huashgacha of Rabbi
Teitz, and Alle Processing (Sat-
mar Sh'chita. All poultry hasbeen
and will continue to be from Em-
pire”. Mr. Rosenfeld had invited
any member of the SOY Kashrus
Committe to personally inspect
any part of Bernstein-on-Essex
velating to kashrus. The Rav
HaMachshir of the restaurant
continues to be Rabbi Samuel
Wolken.

On April 13, two members of
the SOY Kashrus Committee
visited Bernstein-on-Essex and
were courteously received. Care-
ful review of various products
found in the meat lockers re-
vealed that Empire poultry was
not being used exclusively as
promised. Furthermore, a num-
ber of other problems arose that
require further evaluation by the
committee. Therefore, the SOY
kashrus Committee plans to make
further visits to Bernstein's after
the Passover holiday in order to
determine if these problems have
been rectified properly. At that
time, an updated status report
will be made availabie to the stu-
dent body.

tion of a tuition-free Chaver pro-
gram, This program is designed
for students who wish to pursue
careers outside the rabbinate but
who wish to continue formalized
learning.

The program wili consist of
one year of learning at RIETS be-
fore entrance into graduate or
professional school. This year
would include Jewish studies in
relation to the person's chosen
profession such as Medieal halak-
ha and ethies for the prospective
physician. The student would
then enter graduate school, and
will follow a set course of self-
study with yearly examiniation.
The title Chaver wili be attained
after completion of graduate
school and after a brief (24
weeks) return to RIETS for a
period of intensive summation.

For « discussion of the title
“Chaeer” see aiticle on puge

Students Lobby For

End to Arab

by Manoach Groskin
Over 70 Yeshiva and Stern
College students joined with ap-
proximately 200 other college
students to lobby in Washington
on behalf of Isvael, on March 15.
Concerned Jewish Youth organ-
ized the effort which was directed
at the proposed packaged arms
deal which would link the sale of
fighter planes to Israel with that
of Egypt and Saudia Arabia.
Before the actual lobbying
began, the students were briefed
on the issues at hand. The points
h tuded th ut,
was  promised these
planes for security during the
Sinai  disengagement talks of
1975. In addition, the proposed
sale of planes to Saudi Arabia
will transform her into another
confrontation state. Israel's se-
curity advantage would be nulli-
fied by the long-range combat
aboilities of the F-15 fighter bomb-

JSS Elections Held
Kaplan New President

by Terry Novetsky
In a close election held on Ap-
ril 30, Jerry Kaplan was elected
as President of the James Striar
School Student Council. The oth-
er vietors were Joel Yaffa, who

Vice—President, and Joel Pomer-
antz, who triumphed in the race of
Secretary ~Treasurer.

Mr. Kaplan, a junior from
San Jose, California, is a YC Bi-
ology major. He has been actively
involved with extra—curricular
activities both on and off campus
and especially in the communal
outreach programs and in the
Dramaties Society. He enters the
JSS presidency following his cur-
vent term as Vice President of
JSSSC and chairman of the JSS
Seforim Sale.

Discussing his future goals as
president, Mr. Kaplan stated that
his “overall goal is the involve-
ment of as many students as pos-
sible in improving the environ-
ment here and in serving the com-
munity. JSSSC should not do all
of the work alone, nor sould stu-
dents get nothing in return in the
end.”

Mr. Yaffa, a former all-con-
ference high school footballer
from Cheiry Hill, New Jersey,
and a YC English major, brings
into the Vice—Presidency good
council experience after serving
as his ¢l representative for
both of his years inJSS. Mr. Yaffa
has recently aroused the YU stu-
dent body with an essay criticiz-
ing the University’s policies re-
garding mandatory vetirement.

Joel Pomerantz, a YC Chem-
major, comes from Philadel-
phia. He brings into his new office

HAMEVASER
extends deepest sympa-
thies to Benn Cherney on
the recent passing of his
father. HaMakom Y'na-
chem Otcha B'toch Sh'ar
Aveilei Tzion V’Yrusha-
layim.

vast  extracurricular  experi-
ence, especially with the Drama-
ties Society. Among his major co-
ncerns for the coming year is the
continuation of the JSS stu-
dent—faculty committee to im-
prove the program of Jewish Stu-
dies offered in JSS.

Arms Sales

ers in Saudi hands.”

The students initially de-
monstrated in fromt of the White
House, and then proceeded to
Capitol Hill, placards in hand.
Slogans were chanted in support
of Menachem Begin, against the
arms swes, and the P.L.O.

On Capitol Hill the students
were addressed by Harry Tau-
berfeld, Chairman of the Board of
the United Zionist Revisionists of
America. Rabbi Kranz of Wash-
ington then led the group in Ha-
ikvah, Cong Lester

then divided into groups of three
or four to carry out the actual lob-
bying. Most students met only
with congressional aides, as most
Congressmen and Senators were
voting at the time.

One criticism of the effort

was that too much time was spent
on legislators who already sup-
port the Israeli view. Most felt
that the lobby was successful in
that it informed many people of
their constituents’ views in re-
gard to the sales. The results of
this effort remain to be seen.

HAMEVASER expresses
sincerest condolences to
Fred Grynberg on the re-
cent loss of his father.
Hamakom Y'nac

Otcha B'ioch Sitar Aveilei
Tzion V'Y rushalagin.

Council News

The JSS T'fillin Drive lasted

five weeks with JSSSC subsidizing

seven out of ten dollars for each pair checked. AlsoJSSSC is providing

anyone who purchases a new pair

of £7illin with a twenty-five dollar

subsidy. They will purchase a pair for those who cannot afford it.

The JSS Honors luncheon was held on Thursday April 13. Rabbi
Besdin was honored as Senior Professor as were all students on the JSS

Dean’s List.

JSSSC is sponsoringthe Yo HuShodh program on Wednesday May 3.

The featured speaker will be Mr.
Chairman of the ADL.

Abe Foxman National Leadership

The JSS Sefarim Drive was extremely successful with over ten
thousand dollars of sefarim sold. The Tzedakah Drive is likewise prov-

ing suceessful.

Pesceh huggadot are on sale for JSS students at the low price of
one dollar. Another SOY publication, Festivals and Fasts, is on sale for

twenty-five cents.

There were three thousand copies of the SOY Auggadah reprinted
and sales have been brisk. SOY President Henry Kamioner has also

announced that the SOY buoklet,

Festivals and Fasts, may be pub-

lished for national distribution by Ktav Publishing. In a relxled issue,
Mr. Kamioner is demanding payment from EMCSC of over four hun-
dred dollars for iggndot that were sold to EMCSC last year.

Elections for SOY executive council will take place immediately

after Pesuch.

SOY announces the start of

the raffle, with an Encyclopedia

Judaica as the prize. Contact your Council representative for more

details.
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EMC elections were held last

Thursday. The winners were Phil

Klapper for President, Rubin Brecher as Vice President, and Jay
Dolitsky was the victor in the race for Secretary-Treasurer. Good luck

in the coming year.
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Petach Tikvah Shows
Signs Of Hope

by Shimshon (Larry) Hatpern

Petach Tikvah, the mother of settle-
ments, is celebrating its one hundreth
amiversary. The small village, founded by
a number of religious Jewish pioneers from
Jerusalem in the lowland swamps near the
Arab community of Melabas, is now 2
growing Tel Aviv suburb of nearly 100,000
souls. In 1978, the only visible remnants of
Petach Tikvah's founders and benefactors
are the names of some of its thoroughfares
such as Rechov Stampfer, Solomon, Baron
Hirsch, and Rothschild. [llustrious names
{from the glorious past.

However, streetnames and history do
not make for a successful community. And
indeed, fifteen years ago, Petach Tikvah
was a hasbeen, an old lady gone to seed,
and an ugly one at that. The handsome

stucco and wooden buildings built sixty and
seventy years ago, had fallen into disre-
pair; the quaint winding streets in the cen-
ter of town were overwhelmed by the
heavy northbound bus and truck traffic
streaming out of Tel Aviv; and the sur-
vounding fragrant orange groves were
blackened by the smoke and fumes of the
growing industrial complex haphazardly
formed at Petach Tikvah's entrance.

Culturally the town was synonomous
with the proverbial Hicksville U.S.A., or
Yehupitz, Poland. Its natives were the
country bumpkins of Melabas, who rose
earlier than their city cousins from Tel
Aviv and who retired at nightfull long be-
fore the Dizengoff theater and cafe crowd
were half-way through their evening
schedules.

An Interview
With Begin

by Joeeph Klausner

Joseph Klnusner was in Israel for the
World Zionist Congress in February 1978
While in Yerushalayim he was privileged
to meet the Prime Minister, Menachem
Begin. The following are quotations of Mr.
Begin’s and a few of the author’s personal
impressions.

“Our people have known too much war
across the centuries. That they have

Mr. Begin believes that there is a
chance for “more great events in our time.”
He believes the prospect of peace most
encouraging. Yet, “As in the process of our
national liberation it was a long battle, so
100 in our attempts and efforts for peace
and the ultimate redemption wse must he
ready for a long road, a thorny one.”

The Israeli government drew up a
peace plan. Mr. Begin believes it is a good
one, especially since even President Carter

Petach Tikvah had also stopped de-
veloping rehglou;ly its single Yeshiva
Gedoluh, “Lomze", had virtually closed
down, with the passing of its Rosk Yeshi-
ra, Rue Gordon Zal. The position of Chief
Rabbi was lefl vacant, (and stillis) after the
demise of the well-known RevReuven Katz
Zal. Non-kosher meats were openly sold

after a winter rain. The old Yeshivat
Lomze building is alive again with the mur-
mur of dozens of werechim learning in
a new kollel located there. Chassidic reb-
beint are moving in and building shieiblich;
the old central synagogue built by Baron
Rothsehild in the early 1900's has been re-
furbished and dozens of ntinyanim fills the
four sy on its premises in scho-

niot far from the town'’s
ironically enough on Rechov Chaim Ozer

(after the Goun Huree Chaim Ozer
Grodzinsky). Many years earlier, the flame
of Yiddishkeit in the Gush Dan area had
passed to Bnei Brak, with its leading yeshi-
vot of Ponnevitch and Slabokdka, and its
powerful rabbis such as Rav Yaakov Lan-
dau, Shelit« Rav Vosner, Shelita, the
younger collegues of the great Chazon Ish
Zal

Though not much has changed in the
area of architecture, town planning,- or
culture, today Petach Tikvah is one of the
fastest growing and most vital religious

is
due to a number of veasons, paramount
among them-the desire to live and build in
peace, and the will to fight endless wages
for this noble goal.

“Today we must insure the security of
our people. We must assure our children

endured all the suffering and bloodshed i

Prime Minister Begin
and the future generations of Israel that in
tranyuility our land shail continue to be
rebuilt.

“Our people, as is evidenced in the
prayers we constantly recite, long for
peace, and we hope we shall attainit. A just
and lasting peace in the framework of real
security for Aw-Yisrael and Evet:-Yis-
roced”

These are the words of Menachem
Begin the Prime Minister of Israel.
Recently, Mr. Begin described the battle
for peace: “After 20000 years of depriva-
tion, physical abuse and spiritual curtail-
ment. We know what we want. The
yuestion is: can the generation which saw
the murder of six-million of our pecple also
witness redemption? I believe the answer
isinthe afﬂrmali\'e. If we have been privi-

“Only if we know who we want can we
strive for anyth

leged by Divine Providence to take part in
the restoration of Zion, the establishment
of Mdinat Yisruel, what blocks full imple-
mentation of the prophecies-that we shall
dwell in a sea of peace?”

“Peace and secunty, my friends, must go
hand in hand.”

While there are those who say that
Beginis not offering enough, inside Israela
group of critics (led by M.K.’s M. Shamir,
G. Cohn and Rav Ch. Druckman) feel that
too much has been given away-and for
nothing tangible. Privately and publicly,
Begin admits that he has had sleepless
nights pondering this issue. However, he
does believe that he is presenting a just and
fair compromise. "It is a great spiritual
sacrifice for us, but in the name of peace we
are willing todo it.”

Nevertheless, Israeli concessions
should not be construed as signs of weak-
ness. “We are ready for peace-but only for
real peace, A Nazi-type state of the so--
called PLO shall not rise. We shall not be
deterred in resisting it.”

Addressing the 29th World Zionist
Congress inJerusalem, Mr. Begin wonder-
ed out loud: "Why do people think we are
intransient in refusing a PLO siate? Peace
and security, my friends, must go hand in
hand!” He then proceeded to point out that
his peace plan doesn't lack legal precedent.
In reference to the proposal for limited civil
autonomy for the Arabs on the West Bank
and the Gaza Strip, he stated, "You have it
in America-at the Indian reservations.”
Furthermore, the proposed security
arrangements for Israeli settlements in the
Sinai would be similar to the arrangements
made between Egypt and the Sudan.

For peace to develop, Mr. Begin
believes that Jews must know their history
well. “Only if we know who we are, where
we belong, and what we want can we strive
for anything!” As a religious Jew, the
prime Mi, v feels sirongly about the
study of Tunach, for "when you study it,

cont. on p. 10

ities in Israel. Hundreds of ortho-
dox families ave filling dozens of large con-
dominiums that have been recently con-
structed. New synagogues, and religious
schools have sprung up like green grass

chavit, wmincha, and neariv services

around the clock. The local Bnei Akiva
chapter is humming with activity. Hun-
dreds of “ucademayim”, religious Jews
with academic backgrounds, have flocked
to the newer areas of the city, participating
in the creation of new communities and
schools.

Many reasons might be advanced for
this resurgence: lower nroperty vahies,
better Lmnzpomtmn fac:htxes and roads,
the flight from urban centers to the sub-
urbs, inereased immigration and the na-
tional religious revival. All of these are no
doubt factors to be dealt with by qualified
social scientists and historians.

Since the Six Day War in 1967, one of
the most interestng phenomena has been

cont. on p. 10

Hitnachlut in Hevron

by Michael Bloom

It was Tuesday and that meant we
had a half-day off. After all, a half day off
a week from yeshiva is pretty important.
Besides a break from limudim, it gave us a
chance to get to know Aretz. We lived
only one hour from Yerushalayim in the
fairly new settlement of Kiryat Arba.

Shiur that day last until around 12:30
in the afternoon. At our break, Yossi
asked if there was anyone who would be
willing to go down and help a bit in
Hevron. “With what?” we asked. Well,
there is a beit knesset there — or at least
it was there ... until the Aravim destroyed
it and began using it as a deer eezim (goat
barn), and put public washrooms right
next to it. It turned out that some people
from the kiryah wanted to excavate it,
and some of the guys from the yeshiva
were going to help. It sounded like
something you don't get an opportunity to
do every day, so a few of us decided to go.
{We didn’t realize that it would turn out to
be such hard work!)

After shéur, Yossi told those of us
planning to go that, after the digging, the
guys would probably go daven Méncha at
Beit Hadassah. He told us that we should
be careful not to go inside, but rather to
daven outside, because we could get
arrested if we went in (Some buch

It is also called Chesed L'Avraham be-
cause it served as a guest house. In any
case, when the Jordanians assumed con-
trol over Hevron, they gave the building
to the United Nations Relief Works
Agency (UNRWA). When we got Hevron
back, Beit Hadassah remained with
UNRWA — and remained empty. The
people of the kiryah would like it back and
operate it as a kollel. The problem is that
entry is forbidden, let alone occupation.

After telling Yossi that we would
daven outside so that we wouldn't be
arrested (which would cause problems for
both us and Yossi), we headed to Hevron.
‘Workng at the beit knesset — what was
left of it —~ was pretty rough, especially on
8 hot August day. We tore down a few
stone shanties built by some Aravim. 1
think one was even supposed to be a
house (it was only six feet long). But they
had no permission to build there, and we
had permission to excavate, so.... Finally,
we began finding walls and archways, but
we were only scratching the surface and it
was getting late,

Mincha
After the excavation, we went to Beit

Hadassah for Mincha and saw that every-
body was just walking right in past the

yeshiva who had davemed there that
morning had been detained by the mish-
tarah). Beit Hadassah was the first
Hadassah hospital, built in 1901, I believe.

on shmirah, Ws figured that if

they were letting everyone walk in, it
must be alright, s0 we followed the rest
inside and davened. No arrest, no trouble.
cont. onp. 11
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Syrian Jewish Women
Find New Life In America

by Hyman Kassorla

“Everywhere I went, I had Jewish
girls pursuing me. They were telling me
to please write down their names, perhaps
they forgot, or didn't think of me.” This is
how Rabbi Isaac Dweck of Deal, N.J.
described his visit to Syria in preparation
for the publicized proxy marriages which
were recently consumated in the Syrian
community in Brooklyn. In Syria‘s Jewish
community of about five thousand, there
are five hundred wor:en who have no
chance to marry because there are simply
no eligible men. Over the years, most of

*...there have been public burnings of
tefillin, prayer books and other religious
articles.”

the unmarried men have left the country,
and those who remain do not want to start
families which would make it difficult or
impossible to leave on shori notice. The
~plight of the Jews in Syria is similar to
that of their brethren in Russia, but unlike
them, their grave plight is not known and
understood by all.
THE HOME THEY WANT TO LEAVE

The Jewish community in Syria dates
back to ancient times. Aleppo, one of the
major cities in Syria is mentioned in the
sixtieth Psalm. Antioch, which was part of
Syna in historic times, was recorded in
the book of Maccabees as the most

fluential Jewish cor in Syria.

Undsr Moslem ruls, incidents in
which synagogues were destroyed or
converted to mosques were common.
Today, the ruins of the synagogue remind
us of more glorious time for the Jews of
Syria, yet realistically signal an end to
this kehilah situated in an antagonistic
and belligerent country near Israel.

At the turn of the thirteenth century
the Syrian Jewish community reached its
zenith in Jewish scholarship and unity.
The Hebrew poet, Rabbi Judah Al HaRizi
from Spain, described the community in
1225 as one of rabbis, doctors, sages, and
poets. The Damascus poet Israel Najara
composed the Shabbat hymn “Kah Ribbon
Olam,” which is sung m both Sephardlc
and Ashk i g
the world today.

The Syrians ended this happy period
by a blood libel in 1840, in which Syrian
Jews were blamed for the disappearance
of a Christian priest. Decrees against the
Jews were prociaimed and Jews were
arrested and tortured in an attempt to
extract confessions.

The Zionist movement spread tc
Syria, which had always been an Israel-
minded community. By the turn of the
twentieth century, several Zionist groups
had been established, and a modern
Hebrew speaking school was opened in
Damascus in 1908, At the same time

The emotional degradation and humilia-
tion of wearing special clothes or a badge
aggravated the problem. The Syrian
government, taking out its enmity for the
state of Israel, had been quietly persecut-
ing 2nd torturing Jewish people in this
country.

Worse than no publicity at all, have
been the false, and antithetical aceounts of
the Jewish community in Syria. In 1974,
the T.V. show “60 Minutes”, aired by
CBS, ran a story about the community
showing how the Jews were treated fairly
and justly by the govemment In the same
year National graphic published an
article in which the Chief Rabbi of Syria,

Rabbi Ibraham Hamra, stated, under .

duress that Jews had rights as any other
Syrian citizens, enjoying freedom of wor-
ship and opportunity. After heated, sharp
criticism, both CBS and National Geo-
graphic issued retractions, stating that
upon review of the issue “we have
concluded that our critics were right.”
PERSECUTIONS

Abba Eban said in the Israeli Knesset
in 1971 that, “The situation of Syrian
Jewry is indeed the gravest in the world.”
According to Supreme Court Jusiice Haim
Cohn, “their plight is more serious tian
that of any other Jewish population in .he
world, but few people seem to be upset by
it. Perhaps they think the number of Jews
in Syria is insignificant compared with the
millions who are oppressed elsewhere.”

Most of Syria’s Jews live in the
ghetto of Haret el Yahud, which is
comprised of BAITOW stiesis and mud-
brick homes. Their cramped quarters
open onto an interior courtyard where
Palestinian terrorists and secret police
keep them under 24-hour surveillance.
The intensity of Jewish torture continues
to increase with every clash between
Israeli and Arab forces. After the Six-Day
War, an old man in Damascus was
arrested when police saw the flame of his
Sabbath candles through the window.
They beat him to death, claiming that the
light was 8 coded signal to Jews in Israel.
In the summer of 1971, a young Jewish
girl in Damascus was arrested, raped
repeatedly, and then dumped naked into
the streets of the ghetto. During the Yom
Kippur War, all Jewish males in Aleppo
were placed under protective custody.

Imprisonment

The ordeal of Jews imprisoned by the
Syrians is even more horrifying. Locked
into cells too small for a standing adult,
they lack air or light. The only facilities
are the food vessels which double as
chamber pots. Whipping is a daily occur-
ence, and often a man's head is bashed
against & wall until he loses consciousness.

No Syrian Jew may leave his home
after six P.M. without special permission.
Nor may four Jews assemble at one time
in order to prevent, according to the

however, anti-Zionist ran rabid
in Syria.

With the establishment of the Jewish
state in 1948, the emigration of Syrian
Jews to Israel stopped. Emigration was
forbidden to all Syrian citizens. Attempts
by the Syrian government to keep news of
the hanging of several Jews had fa.\led
several sy had been ’_ Y

HAMEVASER extends heart-
felt condolences to David Gins-
burg on the loss of his father.
Hamakom  Yenachem Otcha
B'toch Sh’ar Aveilei Tzion V'yer-
ushalim.

gov , 8 pil against the
state. Syrian Jews must carry identifica-
tion cards with the word “mousawi” (a
follower of Moses) inked in red, and
anyone caught without it is locked up as a
spy. Jews may not serve in the armed

Book Review:

Concise Jewish Law

The Concise Code
of Jewish Law by
Rabbi Gersion Appel

Ktav Publishing House Inc.

35N pages $12.50 1978

by Ethan Siev

One of the most common complaints
made against the Kitzwr Shulehan Arnck,
by Rar Sehlome Ganzfried, is that the au-
thor often presents a very limited view of
Judaism, giving, more often than not, only
the stricter opinion in an argument instead
of the more liberal view on that point of
taw. Also, because of many new problems
arising inJudaic law due to inodern techne-
logy and changed lifestyles these crities
claim that the Kitzir Shudchaon Avueh is no
longer a viable guide to daily Jewish life.
Rabbi Gersion Appel, in his Concise Code
of Jewish Law, attempts to broaden the
scope of, and update the Kitzur Shulehan
Aruch. He tries to make it more responsive
to the problems confonting the Jew in his
modern world.

Rabbi Appel's revisions consist of
three major changes in the original text of
the Kitzur. The first is an interesting and
informative introduction reviewing many
aspects, both slachic and philosophical, of
tefila, witzeot, kashrat, and *alniud torah.
The author explains that many mitzvot are
to acknowledge and constantly remind our-
selves of G-d's presence. He brings the
sources of the mitzvot mentioned in the
torak, and also sources of many mmhag—xm
’|" o Tyna: A

feom the

wint, The introduetion  provides back-
ground material helpful in understanding

the text that follows.
Text

abbi Appel's secand major revision is
in the text of the Kitzur itself. While fol-
lowing the approximate order of the Kit-
zur, the author integrates inty the text con-
current views from the Chaye Adame and
the Chochmat Adwm, The author also
states the halachot in 2 more succinet and
easy to read fashion.

The third area of revision is probably
the most helpful. It consists of a series of
footnotes on the bottom of almost every
page, drawn from the works of achronim
running the gamut. timewise, from the
Shulehan Avuch to the lgrot Moshe of Rav
Moshe Feinstien shlita. These annotations
discuss many different queations of halacha
that arise daily. Included within are p'sa-
kim on the necessary size of 4 yarmulka, on
whether a girl can wear pants, and on many
other problems which have developed re-
cently. These annotations make the Con-
cise Code of Jewish Law a very worthwhile
and helpful addition to any househoid.
They provide the reader with z clear, con-
cise compilation of she’elot ut’shuvot which
can serve as a guide for his day-to-day life.

Admittedly, a book this size ean’t co-
ver all the fine points of it/ache. That was
never the author’s intention. However, for
a genes 1 guide to Jewish observance, this

[ b o oo st
v ey uun\u.v one of the best available.

member of the new governing board.

HAMEVASER is accepting members for the 1978-1979 Technical Board and
Staff, All those interested please see Sam Schwarzmer in Morg 502 or any

certain the Jews do not go beyond their
allotted time or perform some illegal
ceremony such as the blowing of the
shofar. In 1971, the principle Jewish
cemetary in Damascus was destroyed and
the road now running over it leads to an
airport. In Qamishli, the Syrian Army
requisitioned four room of the Synagogue
for the grooms, explained the status of
these proxy marriages. “Proxy marriage
is legally binding in Syria. Halakhically,
the “Kiddushin” may be performed by
proxy, however, the final stage of the
Jewish wedding ceremony i g the
blessings under the “Hupah”, must in-
volve the groom in person.”

On Thursday night, August 1tth,
thirteen Syrian Jewish women stepped off
an Air France flight from Damascus as
John F. Kennedy International Airport.
Amid great celebration, the women were
taken to their new homes in Brooklyn.

Personal Gift

Congressman Stephen Solarz, wheo
represents the Ocean Parkway section in
Brooklyn, where most of the Syrian Jews
live today, was alerted to the problem a.2d
travelled to Damascus in December of
1976 to speak to Jewish leaders and

Rabbi Issac Dweck, who performed the
marriages along with Damascus Rabbi A.
Hamra, and Selim Totah, the Ieader of the
D Jewish . in
for its own use as a warehouse and
canteen, and there have been public
burnings of tefillin, prayer books and
other religious articles.

Judy Siegel, of the Jerusalem Post
wrote, “As unbearable as their situation
is, it might seem less tragic if the
population were an aged remnant des-
tined soon to die out. But they are young
and prolific.” The plight of the young,
especially the young women who were
destined to remain single became para-
mount in the minds of the Syrian Jewish
community in the U.S., particularly in
Brooklyn.

THE FUTURE

One of the most vociferous and
dynamic personalities in the continual
attempt at alleviating the horrors in Syria
is Mr. Abe Dweck. Mr. Dweck, a busi-
nessman, has been one of the spurs behind
almost every rally for Syrian Jewry. In an
interview, Mr. Dweck stated that the

“Everywhere I went, I had Jewish girls
pursuing me. They were tellling me to
please write down their names...”

Syrum authorities. He then tured to
hi and ded in alerting

forces but still must secure
certificates costing six hundred dollnrs,
and Jewish physicians, once the pride of
the Islamic world are barred from practice
at Syria’s hospitals.
RELIGICUS HARASSMENT

Syria’s Jews have endured extreme
religions harassment. Licenses for ser-
vices must be purchased from the state
and time limits are set for such services. A
li is always on duty to make

Presxdent Carter of the situation before
Carter met with Syrian President Assad
at the Geneva peace talks. Assad, in what
he termed a “personal gift” to Carter,
gave his consent to the release of thirteen
women on the condition that they marry
and remain in the United States.
Consent by Syrian authorities was
given in early July and the ceremonies
were set for July nineteenth in Damascus.

very fact that Syria would allow the
thirteen women to leave, ascertains that
there are many Jewish women left be-
hind, and signals perhaps other restric-
tions that are levied against the Jews. Mr.
Dweck believes that this “freeing” of the
girls is a political move designed to
appesse those countries who oppose
Syria's treatmerdt of Jews. As it is, this
freeing is the bare minimurm; much more

cont. on p. 8
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Topic Of Schacter Shiur
Dina D’Malchuta Dina

by José Rosenfeld

On Wednescay, March 29, Rosh Yesh-
iva Rubbi Hershel Schacter lectured on
the subject of Dina DeM«It'Imm Dina dur-
ing the week-long ion
ting the eightieth anniversary of RIETS,
Rabbi Schachter delineated the Biblical
foundations which sanction and delimitate
the authority of secular government. The

a auapected criminal and who seeks the
assi of his ligionists a queat)on
arises, for according to the Torak he is
considered as a gentile’s lost object, which
one is forbidden to return. But the prohi-
bition of not returning a gentile's lost ob-
ject does not apply to this case, for the
gentiles might perceive that Jews protect
criminals and it would thevefore constitute

realm of secular authority is
mishpat (s opposed to chok)and may be
divided into four classes; the implementa-
tion of punishment, the minting and the
regulation of currency, taxation, and the
enactment of commercial statutes. The
basis for the implementation of punishment
by government is the preservation of law

and order, therfore the Torah permits 2~

vuling authority to impose a punishment

outside of kalachik constraints. Not only

may govemmenml authonty impose pun-

t of halakha but Jews

may engage themselves into the service of

the secular governemnt to prosecute Jew-
ish cximinals accerding to secular law.

The Talmud illustrates such a case by

the son of Simon ben Yochay who, working

as a policeman for the government and

Rabbi Hershel Schacter
prosecuting thiefs, used circumstantial
evidence to establish guilt for theft which
was a capital crime in secular law. In re-
gard to the case of a Jewish fugitive who is

aChillul Hashem. The law dsevento
afarther extent whereby the leaders of the
community may point out derelict Jews to
the secular authorities to protect the wel-
fare of the community and such acts are not
said to constitute a violation of the prohi-
bition against informing on one’s fellow
Jew {musira).

Ma’aser Sheni

The law relating to the redeeming of
Ma'aser Sheni, which states that one may
redeem Ma'aser Sheni only for money and
specifically not for baiter, serves as the
halakhick foundation for the government’s
prerogative to mind money and to regulate
the currency. The concept of Dina De-
Malchuta Ding certainly applies to the in-
stitution of a monetary system by the’
government on the premise promulgated
by the Torah which indieates that a mone-
tary system is necessary in an ideal soci-
ety. Even the consequences of regulatory
monetary operation such as devaluations
and revaluations do not consitite an in-
fraction of the prohibition of ribit as long as
the exact value of the loan is repayed.

. Kibush Milchama

The authority of governmental taxa-
tion is derived from ihe concepi of inter-
national law as found in the Talmud,
whereby the rechasim of the conquered
belong to the conquerors. Thus the govern-
ment may tax on the basis of the right over
one’s nechasim as derived from the laws of
Kibush Milchama and the implementation

cont.onp. 9

Rav Lamm Delivers
Yahrzhelt Shiur

Rabln Lamm speaklng at Yahnuit Lecture

by Pesach Lichtenherg

On ‘March 30, 1978, Rabbi Norman
Lamm gave shiur before an overflow
crowd of RIETS students, faculty, and
alumni gathered in the Tannenbaum Hall
Bais Midrash at the Main Center. The
event was held as part of the Rabbinic
Alumni Conference’s Chag Hasmicha

" celebration in honor of the yahrzeit of

Rabbi Isaac Elchanan and the eightieth
anniversary of RIETS.

The topic of the discourse was “Ve-
hogisa bo yomam va-lielah™—“and thou
shalt meditate therein day and night”
(Josh. 1:8), the famous divine command
that forms the basis of the Jewish tradition
of scholarship. Despite its great
significance, it remains a pusuk that is
often quoted but rarely analyzed.

To start with, the Ranbamn asserts
(Hil. Tfiloh 1:1) that the mitzvah of tfiloh
(shimona esray) is essentially a Biblical, as
opposed to a rabbinical, obligation.

The Shaages Aryeh poses a powerful
ouestion on the Rambam’s opinion. The
geiiorel states (Shabbos 1ia)that if one is
learning Torah, it is necessary to interrupt
his studies for the’kriutl: Shina, but not for
the tfiloh. Yet according to the Rambam,
it is difficult to understand why there
should be any difference between tfiloh
and S, inasmuch as both are
widortita.

Rabbi Lamm suggested that since the
study of Torah is a constant obligation, it
takes priority over {filoh, for which even
once a day sufficcs midoraite. Shma,
however, consists of reading passages
from the Torah; therefore, it is not
considered an interruption in the siudy of
Torah, and jt must be recited.

Nevertheless, problems remain. The
Rambam says (Hil. Talmud Torah 1:3)
that a person must “set aside time” to learn
Torah. From this we may infer that the
obligation is not a constant one. If so, why
should one not interrupt his studies to say
the tfiloh?

Day and Niglit

As an answer to this, Rabbi Lamm
quoted a gemoreh in Menochoth (99b)
where Rabbi Ishmael states that Talmud
Torah is required of us day and night as it is
written, “ve-hogisa bo yomam va-lielnh.”
Rabbi Shmuel bar Nachmani dissents,
however and claims that posuk to be
merely 2 blessing to Joshua that he may
have the opportunity to devote himself to
the Torah constantly; in general, however,
there is no such obligation.

In light of this we may conclude that
there are actually two concepts: a
continuous  constancy, where the

cont.onp.7

Musmachim Honored At RIETS Celebration

cont. fromp. 1

*Lishmah’.” Speaking with sur- -

prising frankness and candor,
Rabbi Lamm suggested that
these Musmachim drop their title
of *Rabbi’ when not involved in
Jewish religious affairs. Recog-
nizing the growing demand for a’
post-graduate learning program
directed towards the need of
those who do not intend to be
practicing rabbis. Dr. Lamm an-
nounced a one or two year lear-
ning program that would lead toa
“Chaver” degree. The title “Cha-
ver” (which dates from Talmudic
times) denotes that one is a mem-
ber of the society of Talmidei
Chachamim, those conversant in
Jewish law.

Turning his attention to the
Musmachim who are actively in-
volved in religious affairs, Rabbi
Lamm spoke of the frustration
which the rabbi encounters in his
service to the Jewish Communi-
ty. He compared their plight to
that of Eliyahu the Prophet. We
find in the Book of Kings a frus-
trated, depressed and hounded
Eliyahu approaching G-d on Mt.
Sinai with the startling intention
of giving up his struggle of brin-
ging Am Yisrael back to G-d.
Rabbi Lamm stated that Eliya-

hu's trying ordeal was one with
which today’s rabbis could easily
identify. The reply which Eliyahu
receives from G-d: “What is your
purpose Eliyahu? Perhaps you
did not try hard enough?” The lo-
cale of the narrative, Mt. Sinai,
Rabbi Lamm noted, is reminis-
cent of the story of Moshe Rabe-
nu. Moshe was very impatient
with the trivialities and faults of
Am Yisrael. As a matter of faet,
Eliyahu is to return to Be'er She-
va and Damascus. This immedia-
tely reminds us of Abraham
whose journeys included these lo-
cations. G-d reminds Eliyahu of
Abraham: the Abraham who plea-
ded with G-d for the sake of ;the
evil city of Sodom, the Abraham
who personified Chesed, infinite
patience and lovingkindness.
Every rabbi, concluded
Rabbi Lamm, must follow the
example of both Moshe and-Abra-
ham, never to expect gratitude
for their sacrifices and never to

give up on the soul of even a single -

Jew.
Torah Roots

Rabbi Israel Miller, Yeshi-
va's Vice-President for Student
Affairs, then spoke, pointing out
that the Chag HuSmicha had in

attendance the largest number of
Musmachim in the history of Y. U.
and the United States. He con-
cluded that, “Torah has taken

root in America, how proud we
should be.” Rabbi Max Schreir,
President of Rabbinic Alumni Of
RIETS, spoke of the danger of

-able

rabbis. Rabbi Zevulum
Charlop, Director of RIETS,
wished the Musmachim a ‘mazel
tov’ and proceeded to discuss the
true significance of this widely-
used invocation. The simple mea-
ning of the word ‘Mazel’, Rabbi
Cahrlop stated, is ‘stars’. This

had explained, is determined be-
forehand. However, whether he
reaches that potential is depen-
dant upon his striving Mesirat
Nefesh and prayers.
Representing the Musma-

Mishkan

chim, Rabbi Mordechai Willig
compared Y.U. to the Mishkan of
Bnei Yisrael in the wilderness.
He noted that in the week’s Par-
sha ‘Shmini’, G-d calls first to
Aaron and his sons and subse-
quently to the elders of Israel.
Am Yisrael, he stated, must have
its elite who are concerned with
the nation’s well-being. The lea-
ders however must also have a
vast knowledge of Jewish Law as
expressed by the Rama in Yoreh
Deah, This deep understanding
of Torah should be everyone’s
goal. Rabbi Kenneth Haim of
Congregation Orach Chaim in
N.Y.C. also represented the

assimilation facing the American
Jewish community and the
threats posed to Am Yisrael by
those who misinterpret Jewish
Tradition. The purpose of the Ye-
shiva, Rabbi Schreir stated, is to
renew the spirit of American Jew-
ry by producing Bnei Torah and

seems to reflect a fatalistic trend
of thought which seems alien to
Judaism. Rabbi Charlop repeated
what Rav Belkin had said on the
topic. ‘Mazel’ actually is derived
from the Greek, and means ‘des-
tiny’. Man's uitimate destiny and
maximal potential, Rav Belkin

M him. He spoke of the im-
portance of Y.U.’s role in apply-
ing Torah to a changing world.
Concluding this festive oc-
casion was the presentation of the
building dedicatory award to Jo-
seph and Faye Tanenbaum by
Rabbi Herbert Dobrinsky, Exe-
cutive Assistant to the President.
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| imud Torah Discussed
At President’s Shiur

cont, from p. 6

obligation is always present, and a
continual constancy, which may be
interrupted so long as a constant pattern is
maintained, as for example once by day and
once by night. Apparently, the Renbatn is
of the opinion that Talmud Toral is a
continual constancy, as Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nachmuni states; therefore, it is sufficient
to “set aside time” to learn Torah, and
anything more is a blessing, not a
regyuirement.

Once we explain that the Rambum
does not demand more than an interrupted
constancy, we are once again fac th
the question of the Shuages Aryeh: why
should one not interrupt his studies for
tfiloh, just as he would for shine, if his
Talwud Torak is not an actual duty?

Even more fundamentally, it 'is
extremely questionable to suggest that the

mitzeah of Talwmud “Torak does not go
beyond a few minutes daily.

Furthermore, the gemoreh in Shabbos
(11a) elaborates on the issue of
interrupting ones learning, stating that
only one whose "Torah is his trade”, thatis,
one who devotes full-time to the study of
Torah, should not pause to say the filoh;
for others, however, Talinnd Torah must
be interrupted even on account of ffiluh.
How are we to understand the difference
between one for whom “Torah is his trade”
and one for whom it isn't, if there isn’t even
any witzeah passed a certain minimum of
time?

Clearly, the blessing that Rabbi
Shimuel bar Nachmani refers to is that for
one who learns continuously, and not
mevely continually, the extra time spent
learning is converted into a witzeal of the
continuous sense, with all the attendant
rewards. For others, the mitzvah remains
a continual commandment, to “set aside
time”, as the Rantbeam states.,

Higher Learning

In addition, our original answer to the
Shuuges Arvyel’s question is still valid. For
the person who learns continuously, his
learning is on a higher level than tfiloh,
which is not a constant obligation. Sk,
however, is not considered an
interruption, since the shma itself is
Tulmud Torak; therefore, one must
always take time out for s/,

The halakhic concept of a blessing
raising  the status of a mitzeal is
illuminated by the Rembum in his Moveh
Neecuchim (Part 3, Chap. 51). Discussing
Divine  Providence, the Raubum
speculates that the degree of hashgacha
that G-d has over a personis not a eonstant.
but rather is dependent upon that person’s
affinity to G-d in his actions and thoughts.
For one who constantly has G-d in mind,
not only is G-d's supervision stronger, but
even in moments where he can’t be close to
G-d, he remains on a higher level than the
person who is rarely concerned with G-d,
$0 that while the latter may be likened to
one who gropes in darkness, the former is
simply living under a temporary cloud.

Similarly, the obligation of Talnud

Torak for one who constantly studies the
Torah is raised to the higher level of
continuous constancy, while for the person
who simply “sets aside time” for study, the
duty to learn Torah remains a merely
continual one.

This too, Rabbi Lamm concluded, is
the explanation of Chuzal's eschatological
vision, wherein the righteous will sit in a
heavenly yeshiva, learning Torah without
any interruptions, achieving the purest
level of continuous constancy, as stated by
G-d toJoshua: “This book of the Torah shall
not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt
meditate therein day and night.

“1f It's So Good,
Why Is It So Bad?”’

by Michael Ackerman

On Thursday, March 30th, room 501 in
Furst Hall was the scene of an interesting
lecture and discussion period on the plight
of Orthodox Judaism. The topic was “If it
s0 good, why is it 50 bad?" and it provided a
closeup view of Orthodox Juduism from the
philosophical, sociological, and political
perspectives. The guest lecturer was
Rabbi Dr. David Hartman, a niusmach of
RIETS, an author, scholar, and professor
of Philosophy at Hebrew University.

Rabbi Hartman began his lecture by
explaining that there are many crises

The Meaning of Chaver

by Neal J. Auerbach

As everyone knows, semicha, usually
attained only after rigorous examination,
earns for its recipient the title of rabbi,
with that position’s concurrent privileges
and responsibilities. Most people don’t
know however, that the process and even
the definition have changed constantly
throughout the history of the Jewish
people.

During the time of the Talmud there
existed more than one level of semicha,
Thig was, in addition to full ordination, a
lesser form of semicha called “Chaver”
{only the Tulmnd Yerushalmi uses the
word c¢huver in this context). This term
denotes a partial competence in Rabbinic
matters. Holders of this title were not al-
lowed to participate in decisions of the
courts, but were rather students of the

judges. They were con-
sidered to be scholars in
their own right.

The Talmudie peri-
od was followed by the
era of Gaonim. They too
used the term, Chaver,
but with a different sig-
nificance than did the
tannaim and  am-

yeshiva, upon his ordination received the
title of soreinun. This entitied him to per-
form marviages and divorces, and to decide
questions of halakhee. It informed the pub-
lic that the bearer of the title soreinu was
a true scholar and as such was entitled to
the respect due a man of such stature. Rab-
binic competence was no longer judged by
reputation alone. This sewicha was not
widely accepted outside of the Ashkenazic
(French and German) ities (mainly

facing the modern Orthodox Jew, both in
Israel and Amerien, and that observant
Jews must reach deep down within to
battle these crises on every level, Rabbi
Hartman noted that these crises of faith
and problems of living in modern society
are faced mainly by Jews accepting the
“synthesis” approach to Judaism. Jews
who maintain 4 more isolationist attitude
toward Lhe secular world faco such crises,
but to a lesser extent.

Rabbi Hartman, who hus written a
book as well a3 orher works on the
Fepnbeen, explained the philosophy of the
Rambam on coping with the secular world.
While many Jewish thinkers took a sepa-
rvatist and particularist view of Helucha,
the Rewmbuni did the opposite. The
Ramboon taught that Halacha governs all
aspects of human nature and is a universal
code of ethies. The Runibans rejects those
thinkers who wish to isolate Halicha and
Orthodox Judaism from the rest of the
world.

Panic

Rabbi Hartman complimented various
elements in the Orthodox community for
exposing themselves to the outside world,
but at the same time warned the Orthodox
I3 ity against what he termed

because of a lack of solid halakhic prece-
dent), and Sephardic kehillot refused to
recognize it at all.
Encouragement

Some time after the institution of the
moreinu-seniiche, the term chacer was
formally recognized as u lesser form of or~
dination. It was established in order to en-
courage students to remain in the yeshiva
until they could achieve the higher position

of moreinu. Those stu-
dents who could not at-
tain the moreinu status
could nevertheless aim
for a title of which they
could be proud. A cha-
ver was given special
aliyot, was consulted in
community matters, and

Al 8 et Uiy

mortting. Chuver was the title confered up-
on fully ordained graduates of the yeshiva.
A student (referred to as a chuver in the
Talmudie era) was called a talwid. Cha-
verim supervised the court systems and
comprised the teaching staff of the yeshi-
vot. A hearer of the title chaver was ad-
dressed as HaChuaver — followed by his
name, much as a rabbi is referred to today.
In France and Germany between the
12th and 14th centuries (the period of the
rishonint) the meaning of the word cheaver
was changed, and, as in the time of the
talmud, it meant a student of the yeshiva.
It was also used when-speaking of someone
onthe level of a yeshiva student, though he
had long finished his studies. Thus it was
found in some cases that a grown man was
called a clurver. At this time there was no
formal institution of semich at all. Neither
chaver, nor any other rabbinic title was
officially conferred upon anyone, or used in
legal documents. Ordination was a private
affair between a rabbi and his tabnid and
the only way to judge the ability and
knowledge of a scholar was by his reputa-
tion in the community. Chaver was more a
description than a title.
Moreinu
The late 14th century brought a new
concept of semicha to the French and Ger-
man kehillot. A new formal process of or-
dination was introduced. A graduate of the

was allowed to serve as an official to civic
councils and as a local tax-collector. He was
called to the torah by the title of cherver,
and it appeared before his name on legal
documents. In many towns, the melaned
(school-teacher) was required to be at least
a chaeer. Although he could not practice as
arabbi, a chaver enjoyed many privileges.

In ftaly, during the 16th and 17th cen-
turies, worefun and cliaver semichot were
given out in formal ceremonies. Another
title of sewichu was introduced, that of
chuchin, which described a level of or-
dination intermediate between charer and
moveini. A number of tukkanot were im-
posed by rabbis in Italy in order to control
the quality of the semichot that were given
out. Three rabbis were required to grant
an ordination; all of whom had to know the
candidate personally. The Maharant of
Padua was responsible for a tekkeuah
which called for the three rabbis signing a
noreinu-sewichy to be from different
cities. A chaecer-senicha, however, could
be signed by three rabbis from the same
city. A semichu conferred upon a resident
of Verona was so esteemed that it required
majority approval of the rabbisof that city.

German and Polish rabbis in the 18th
and 19th centuries instituted takkeanot to
control the growing corruption and abuse

cont. on p. 10

“panic.” Too often, stated Rabbi Hartman,
the Orthodox community behaves irration-
ally when confronted with a religious
problem. He related a story of a parent-
faculty meeting he attended at a religious
high scheol in Israel. One parent brought
up the unpleasant fact that several stu-
dents had not been washing before eating
bread at lunch. Another parent recom-
mended, in view of the fact that these stu-
dents were being disobedient and were not
adhering to Helacha, that whese students
be expelled. Rabki Hartman cited this case
as an example of the “panic” in the Ortho-
dox community. We allow our children to
engage in secular studies and to be exposed
to secular philosophy yet we panic and
threaten to expel them from our schools
when they are affected by this philosophy.
Instead, explained Rabbi Hartman, we
must allow our children “room to struggle”
and grapple with the secular world while at
the same time providing them with »
tual help during times of doubt and crisis.
And this, explained Rabbi Hartman, was
the Ranibow’s approach. Hulacha is and
must always be applicable to every day
living. We cannot face the secular world
with confidence and then panic when
doubts or crises follow. We must come
forth with a strong and relevant solution
from the soutce of our people’s tradition--
Hutlueha,

Discussion

After a warm round of applause Rabbi
Hartman sat down to allow the other
speakers to initiate a discussion period.
Leading the discussion  period  were
Dr. Charles Liebeman and Mr. Victor B.
Geller. Dy. Liebeman, a noted lecturer and
professor of Political Science at Bar Ilan
University, discussed the situation of
modern Orthodoxy in the U.S. He stated
that, while statistics point to a decline in
the number of Orthodox Jews in America,
there are several encouraging signs. One
encouraging sign is the establishment of
numerous Hebrew day schools and high
schools throughout the U.S. Mr. Geller
added to these statistics and discussed at
length the situation of Orthodox Jewry in
and around the New York area. This was
followed by a question and answer period
which concluded a highly interesting and
very relevant event at Y. U.
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The Drug Culture And
Judaism (part II)

by Menachem Brayer

Traditionally viewed, the taking of
psychedelic or other drugs and exposing
oneself to a bad irip with all the possible
psychotic repercussions would be con-
sidered a transgression of the positive
commandment for man's wel!are in the
Torah: “Venishmartem meod L h
seichem” — “Take thee therefore good
care of yourselves” — committing an act
of Haballah beatzmo — self injiry — and
hampering his homeostasis and mental
balanee of following the Divine way of life
healthily.

- Being under the effects of hallucino-
genics may Halakhically also be compared
to the state of Shikrut or inebriety.
Although the after-effects of psychedelics
are far more dangerous and lasting, and
the symptoms of the two are not even

Dr. Menachem Brayer

hestat:

Elokim, and carries within him the Divine
splrk of the Spiritual En Sof -— G-d the
Infinite — the intellectual, luminous spirit
of eternity. If man is the “crown of
Creation” as seen in Kabbalah, why then

and p lity, p also ital
defects to the offspring. Supporting evi-
dence of the relationship between the use
of psychedelics and cell d has been
shown by geneticists. In light of these
findings the following Halakhic implica-
tions may be inferred:

That in addition to the dssur of
hachovel beatzmo — causing injury to
oneself -— use of drugs by future parents
have senous Halakhlc implications of

A — caucing injury to
one’s fellow — in thls cage their own

should he carry the Weltschmertz - the

Heavy yoke of the ph, sical and

d children, who pay the conse-
q by deformity and mental retarda-

suffering on earth? Why should the
Creator want his creatures to be afflicted
with sickness and trauma? This universal,
old philosophic problem was answered in
many ways. Indeed, it is not always G-d
Who brings down upon man suffering and
pain, but rather man himself is the prime
cause of his insupportable malaise. Man
himself damages his body — the taber-
nacle of his Creator, by careless subjuga-
tion of his Ego to the orgiastic drives of
the insatiable Id. 40
“Veassu Lt Mikdash Veshohant{ Be-
softam” — “And let them make a sanctu-
ary, that I may dwell among them.” The
suffix besoham in plural instead of besoko,
.the singular, denotes the Lord's wish to
dwell in the heart of each and every one of
his children.
In the words of Reb Israel of Ruzhyn
— “It was the intention of the Lord, when
He gave Israel the Law, to live in the
hearts of men. He did not desire a
dwelling erected for Him. But when Israel
sinned He ordered a Holy Place to be built
for His Holiness.” 41
How could anyone conceive of the
Divine Presence wanting to dwell in a
damaged and sick human vessel? “Moshul
kecheres hanishbar...”
Alarming reports show that certain

and flight iroin the reaiity worid, as weii
as the inability to exert clear and normal
perception because of diffused vision are
found in both states. The Talmud con-
siders such a state guilty of “rebellion and
transgression.” 31 Because of the intoxica-
tion, the state of confusion and lack of
free, volitional concentration, a shiker is
unsble to pray32 — “mikan sheshikor
hamispaleil keils oveid avodeh zara™33
— From here we learn that if a drunkard
praysitis idered as if he worshipped
idols.34 It is considered a transgression,
and in the categury of being “mentally
deranged.” 35

Paradoxically, it is claimed that LSD
and methadone are successfully used in
psychotherapy with alcoholics. None the
less from a Halakhic aspect, being under
the influence cannot promote Daat Tzelula
— clear minded; — or the Y
kavanak which are conditiae sine qua non
in the process of fefilah — prayer. 36

The claime of the psychedslic reli-

sychedelic reli
gionists that psychedelics can help one’s
rehg!on is open to debate. Certainly,
genuine and sincere kavenat Aaleiv —
inward devotion - cannot be induced
through a pill, and the primary condition
of kavanchk and perusk ha milot —
understanding the literal meaning — even
on a less profound level is very quest-
ionable if they can be considered a product
of “psychedelia.”

Tzelem Elokim

Jewish medicine does not begin with
chaotic self-experimentation. It begins
with G-d, the Rofei Khol Bossor — the.
Healer of All Fleah — as attested in the
Torah “Ki Ani Hashem rofekha” 37 — For
1 am G-d, your healer.” Man has the gift
“to carefully discriminate what is good or
detrimental for his health.” 38 Therefore
man is fully responsible for bis actions,
both in the realm of the physical or the
spiritual modus vivends. 39

Man wes crested in the Tzelem

bailucinogenic drugs, in addition io ihe
tragic effects they have on the user’s mind

tion. Needless to say that such injury is
more than a priors geramma benezikin
(cause of damage) by the parents using
the drug. Such contributory negli e is

ishable by both btdavadwnuhdw
Shanulytm — by man and by Divine
justice. Such haballah needs also rach-

" amém, for causing irreparable damage to

Both the child's body and soul with all
forikicoring genetic implications and her-
editary dangers of the future genernuon
involved. 42 The pli

are beyond imagination. (More research in
this Halakhic area is necessary to elucid-
ate the point further, something which is
beyond the boundaries of this paper.)

Self Destruction

Life is too important and full of
surprises to want to hasten an early
death. Jewish law generally makes con-

i and permits any activity directly

a real nezek mida'at (intentional damage)

31 Nedarim 20b; Valykrs Rabba 12:1; Bamidbar Rabba
10:8; Esther Rabba 5.

Compare qul Machanel Eﬁ'um (R. Efraim of Sdilkov
and Terumsh.

$2. Seo Erubin 66s. Compare Taanit 284. in reforence to
Rirkat Kohanism.

83 Berakbot 31s. Yerushalmi Pessachim 10,8 probably
referring to Amos 4:12; See Maimonides Tefills 4,15,
SeMaG,m Asseln 19; Tur 8.A. Orach Hayim 96. Compare
also Berakhot 19a “commandments require Kavansh“;
Eishkol, Birkst Kobonim 14, and Turei Lahsb 0.J. 99,3,

34 Ibid. 29b. Compare Zohar Bereshit 10b.
35 Magilla 122, See also Eruvin 64b, Comapare Sanhedrin
422 Tossafot.

8 Berakhot 31a; See Maimonides, Mishneh Torah,
Hilkhot Tefilah 4:16; SeMaG, Essin 19; Tur Shulkhan
Arukh, Orach Chayim 98:1; Ibid 98:2. Compare also
Berakhot 18a: (Mitzvot tserikhot kavanah } Pessachim
114b; Yerushalmi Berakhot 2; Dbid Megilla 1; Taanit 24b;
Bamidbar Rabba 11; Yalkut Shimeoni, Exra 10069; Zohar
Shemot 87a.

37 Exodus 16:26; Yerushalm{ Ketuboth 18.

38 Ben Sira 87:38; Tbid 30:18.

39 Mishna Baba Kama 1:2; Ibid. 2:8; Vayikra Rabba 4:6;
See Sanhedrin 27b. The principle of individual responst-

bility was first enunciuted by Ezechiel Chupter 18 and 33,
Soe Abravanal ad loc.

cont. onp. 11

40 Aaron Berechyia of Modena in Msaver Yabok I Sifsey
Tsedek. See Bereshit Rabba 92:1; Yalkut Shimeoni,

Psalms #7; Maimonides declures tha “the well-being of the

soul ean be cbtained only after that of the body hus Béen
socured”, Guide 9:27.

4 Yirin Kadishin II, p. Tb, and Peer Layesharim. See
also Oheb Israel R.A.J. Hneholopru Terumah, vesssu
1i mikdaah, Jerusalem 1972, Based on Exodus 26:8.

42 Mishneh Torah, Hilkhot Choveil uMaxik 4:19 Tur

2 Responsa
RaShDeM II, 212, A Biblical plrl“.l is forwarded in
Geneats 4:10 and interpreted in Mishna Sanhedrin 37;
Bereshit Rabba 22; Aboth of Rabbi Nathan 81: “Kol demei
achikha troakim-damo vedam sareyiotav". A tragic echo of
the prophetic dictum “The fathers have eaten sour grapes
and the children's teeth &re set on edge”. (Joremixh 81:28,
Epeidel 18:2).

43, Shulkhan Arukh, Orack Chayim 278; 816:7 Ibid 326:1;
830:1; 834:5; Yore Deah 180:22; Compare siso Orsch
Chayim 327:2; 618:1; Yore Deah 155:8 based on Ketubot
19s; Sabbath 132b; Tossefta Sabbath 18. Ses also
Maimonides, Mishna Commentary Sabbath I1:5; Responsa
RaShBa 214,

#¢ B. Yeihushxohn, Fun unzer Alten Oitser, Shemot, ad
loc. Warsaw 1832,

45 Syisch Serfel Kodosh Lodz 1026, IIT p. 147. See

Kedushat Levi (R. Levi Itshek of Berditchex( Ki Tisaa, 13
Middot, and Avodat Iarael, (R. israel of Kozonits) Abboth
9.

43 Abboth 6:2, Compare Avodas lersel to Abboth 8.

Tanya Shiur Provides New Insights

by Yitzchok Wagshul
One night a week, a change comes
over a group of Yeshiva University stu-
dents. It happens every Thursday night, at
the close of a busy week filled with the
different aspects of college life. Right after
Me'ariv, around twenty students file into
room 101 in the main building, where they
remain for about an hour. Later, they
emerge, thoughtful, philosophic, reflec-
tive. What transforms these men? What, in
the short space of one hour, could bring on
so pensive an attitude? It is the weekly
shiur, given by the noted Rabbi Yaakov
Shvey, of the Yeshiva of Ocean Parkway,
in the basic work of Chasidic'philosophy,
“Tanva.”
Tanya.
Tanya, authored by the great Talmud-
ist and mystic, Rabbi Shneur Zalman of
Liadi, of sainted memory, first appeared
181 years ago in Slavita, Russia. Written
primarily to explain just how each and
every Jew can easily develop a true love of
G~ as stated in D'vorin 30:14, it deals in
part with the relationship between G-d
and man, and the role of the Jew's obser-
vance of Torah in the Divine Plan. In ac-
cordance with this, Tanya is also called “Se-
fer Shel Benonim,™ “The Book of the In-
termediatey,” i.e., intermediate individu-
als whose moral position is between that of
the Tzadik (righteous), and Rasha
(wicked). Since not every jew can reach
the lofty heights of perfection attained by
the Tzadik, the author wrote for the aver-
age Jew, explaining how every single per-
son can reach such a high level of right-
20usness as Lo never commit any sins.
Tanya has enjoyed increasing popular-
ity in recent years, and the shiurat Y. U. is
one of many. Throughout the world, in Ye-
shivas and colleges alike, interested stu-

dents participate in weekly shiurim. Tanya
has even been translated into many differ-
ent languages, among them Yiddish, Ital-
ian, Franch, Spanish, and English. The
English translation is notable, as there is
now an excellent edition of Tanya
in Hebrew and English complete with
glossary, footnotes, and a great deal of in-
valuable supplementary material. (A num-

new insights by which to comprehend one’s
surroundings.

It is intevesting to draw a pavallel be-
tween Rubbi Shneur Zalman and ’I‘anya,
and the Rambam and Moreh Nevuchim
{*Guide of the Perplexed”), as Rabbi Nis-
san Mindel points out in his introduction to
the above mentioned edition.
In the words of Rabbi Mindel, “Each of

Tanya Shiur in Progress

ber of these Tanyas are kept here
by the Chabad club of Y.U., which
will lend one on request to anyone wishing
to borrow one. It’s something worth look-
ing into.)

In today’s troubled world, replete
with religious confusion, Tanya is replete
with answers, and this may account for its
popularity. For everyone, from cynical
atheist to learned Rabbi, Tanya presents a
new perspective in which to see the world,

them created a new, lasting school of
thought in Jewish philosophy.... Yet both
of them evoked sharp opposition from the
direction of a part of orthodox Jewry; both
were misunderstood and their philosophic-
al treatives were banned.” Indeed, Tanya
is considered controversial in some cireles

even today. ’
Not so in Y.U., however. Every
Thursday night, new faces turn up at the
cont.onp. 11
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Geno-Suicide: Jewish Family Attrition

cont. from p. 12
numbered 150,000,

This true story serves te indicate the
almest  fantastic population increzse

especially in the days of big families, if
there are no external factors to make up for
their reduction, such as disease, war or loss
of identity. The increase is geometrical. Ifa
couple has five children, and these five in
due course have five, and so on, the
increase in several generations would
sound’ incredible to those unacquainted
with geometrical progression.

Make the following simple calculation.
Five hundred couples having five children
each, and each of these had an average of
five, in six generations the total would
reach 7,812,500.

This ought, however, not to give us
any real comfort for it does not speak to the
over five and one half million Jews and the
millions of their descendants who will have
dissociated from Judaism.

Attrition

As for the altogether dismaying
attrition rate, which tears at the very guts
of our people, and smacks of rank betrayal,
its causes are not too difficult to pinpoint.
Could we expect otherwise in an open
society, where, as Dr. Bergman remarks,
fully two thirds of our children receive no
Jewish education whatsoever--not even a
watered down Reform Sunday School?
What can we expect when at the same
time, there is little or no Judaism at home,
not even of the nostalgic or sentimental
variety which was a brake of sorts to
defections not 50 long ago?

We need to address ourselves to both
these threats. But I have the feeling that,

in the end, this “Geno-Suicide” will be
prevented, more likely and meaningfully,
by a turn-zbout in our birth rate. For many
and possibly most of all for our women, this
will require a revolution in attitude and
priority.

The Talmud (Sotak 11:1 &11:2) by an
uncanny juxtaposition, whese implication
perhaps could only now begin to be
glimpsed, seems clearly to link Jewish
population renaissance to an unblurred and
unblinking appreciation of the fact, that
Wwhether we like it or not, men and women
are different and so are their ro! s.

“And the Egyptians made the children
of  Israel to serve B'Parech-with
rigour”’(Exodus 1:13). R. Eliezer said
B'Parech is comprised of two Hebrew
words B'Peh Rach, “with a tender mouth.”
According to the Rabbis, the Iscaelites
were gently and cunningly enticed intu
their servitude. One day Pharoh himself
took up a pail and shovel and began picking
up bricks. He asked his Jewish subjects to
follow his example, and they of course,
responded to his call with zeal and with the
fullest measure of patriotism. Before they
knew what was happening, he had them
regimented under severe taskmasters and
the rest of the story is known to us all.
Rabbi Shmuel, the son of Nachmani,
understood the word B'Parech in its
plainest sense--with rigorous work.

However, in the name of R.
Yochanan, he said, that B'Parech is that
they changed the men's work for the
women and the women'’s work for the men.
Whereupon the Talmud tells us that all the
Rabbis, even the ones who had before
taught other meanings for B'Parech,
acknowledged that nothing could be more

New Life For Syrians

cont. fromp. 5

help is nesded to frec all five thousa
hundred suffering Jews in Syria. When
askad why there was such minimal atten-

nd one

Perhaps a combination of the Syrian
and Ruesian Jewish problems would prove
more beneficial especially in light of the
ities of the two issues. The ques-

tion aimed at the Syrian plight, Mr.
Dweck said that he has been trying to
quell the myth that Syrian American Jews
have been apathetic toward their breth-
ren in Syria. This myth which is most
appalling to Brooklyn's Syrian Jews, only
serves to alienate American Jews from
their attempts to help Syria’s Jews, for if
their own kind supposedly won't help,
why should American born Jews
who have no other connection with Syrian
Jews other than the dictum “Kol Yisrael
Arevim Zeh Lazek™? As for the future,
Mr. Dweck suggests continued letter
writing, and a leaning away from quiet
diplomacy which has not proven to be
successful.

Unfortunately, anti-Semetic legisla-
tions are similar all over the world. We
are acutely aware of the problems the
Russian Jews encounter when they wish
to leave their homeland. The most telling
comment on conditions in Syria, came
from the Jews of Russia. On November
19, 1971, the Jewish Telegraph Agency
reported: For the first time since the
Russian Revolution of 1917, Soviet Jews

tion was put to Rabbi Israel Miller, Vice
President for Student Affairs at Y.U.,
whether this amalgamation would prove
beneficial. The Rabbi said that we cannot
attach either of the two problems to a
side, albeit similar issue. The differences
in the ber of the opp d |

Soviet and Syrian Jews would serve to
negate any combination of the two issues.
Additionally, a rally at this juncture,
immediately after the release of the
Syrian women, might serve to instigate
the Syrian government. Rabbi Miller
stated that the raising of consciousness,
and the manifesting of care for these
Syrian Jews must be paramount in every
Jew's mind.

Rescue

Our total efforts must be aimed at
rescuing the Shevuyim who are physically
and mentally oppressed in countries
around the world. Despite the pain which
the Syrian Jews have had to endure, their
love for the Pirmoném which express
praise for G-d and hope for the future
have not waned. One “Pizmon” especially
expresses the Syrian Jewish wish for

lete freedom for all Jews. Metzape

have p d their gov t to aid
Jews in another country. Russian Jewish
sources reported that a group of Musco-
vite Jews wrote to the Kremlin's Big
Three Communist Part Chief Leonid
Breshnev, Premier Aleksi Kosygin and
President Nicolai Podgornay to intervene
with the Damascus government on Syrain
Jews.”

lele Et Yavo Dodi, B'lr Ha'aitan
Kabetz Nedudi, We wait for the time

arduous and cruelly offensive than this
reversal of the man-woman role.

It is immediately after this
interpretation that the Talmud tells us that
it was only owing to the merit of the pious
women of that generation that Israel was
at all delivered. And what did their merit
consist of?

When our forbears were oppressed
the breaking pointing, they left their wives
and desisted from cohabitation. Why
should they add to the miserable Jewish
plight. They were overwhelmed by the
futility of bringing children into the dead-
end world of Egypt. The boys were cast
intc the Nile and only the meanest
degradation awaited the Jewish girls, who
were, precisely for that reason, spared.

Rising above the anguish of their
condition which had already brought their
men to utter resignation, they prettified
themselves as best they could under the
circumstances and stole into the trenches
where their husbands worked and lured
them back to their love embrace so that
they would procreate once again. As
defiant answer to the Egyptian attempt to
fundamentally and radically alter the man-
woman roles, in essence to make man-
woman and woman-man, the righteous
Jewish woman accentuated her feminity,
her womanliness.

The feminist movement of today is a
misnomer. Their object is not to make the
woman move feminine, on the contrary, to

Rav Schacter

make them more male, even if in this
process they will make men more female.
Whether they mean it or not, they are
plunging headiong into unisex,

Wecannot hope for the return of the
large Jewish family and the absolute
priority of motherhood in u “sex role
reversed” society.

Selma  Fraiberg, who won fame
originally with her book, “The Magic
Years"--a luminous account of childhood,
has written a secuel which is receiving

Fathers

wide acclaim, “Every Child’s Birthright, in
Defense of Mothering.” She tells of the ab-
solute and erucial importance of a child to
have a mother’s attention. in a front page
review on the Sundey Times recently, the
reviewer, not able to accept the notion that
a child needs destinetly its mother’s care,
suggests that it possibly would be just as
well if its father attended to it during these
early yearrs, thus allowing the mother to
putsue an outside career which is her first
call. Even as relatively few fathers have
given birth and only a minority of them
nurse their babies, I dare say that not too
many of them can become mothers.

We are not faced with a new and mod-
ern phenomenon as some would like us to
believe. It is, as we have shown, as old as
our people. And the only legitimately Jew-
ish response is for the woman to become
more woman and for the man to become
more man!

Speaks on

Governmental Jurisdiction

cond. fromp. 6

of such taxation depends on the principles
of Hefker Tziburand Hefker Bet Din, Hef-
ker. The principle of Hefker Tzibur may be
explained as the right of the Tzibur to
acquire wechasim  without an act of
Kinyan in contradistinction to the case of
an individual where there cannot be a
Kingan nechusivi without an act  of
Kingun. The principle of Hefker Bet Din,
Hefker is that Bet Din may act on the in-
dividual's wechasim as an  owner.
Ci i\ ly the gover al right to
implement taxes is delegated by the power
of acting as an owner of the individual's
nechasim with the power to acquire such
wechasin without an act of Kingan. The
authority of the government over
nechasin has been duly established for
taxation but to require the payment of
taxes, it is necessary to establish Biblical
support for governmental authority over
the individual’s will. We find a precedent to
the Vilna Gaon's contention — if one owes
taxes to the government, ones does not
have the halakirick obligation to the
government — in the case of a Jew who
borrows money from gentiles where there
is no Aulakhick obligation to repay the
loan. The Gaon's contention is that the
goverment cannot impose itself on one's
will according to halakha and therefore
though the individual may become
sechising, as in the case of a slave, the will
of even that slave cannot be imposed upon
by its owner. But the Ramah disagrees for
he holds that the services of the will are 4
commodity just as wecheasiog since the in-
dividual may purchase the services of his
will either as a laborer or as scharbatala,
Therefore, according to the Ramah, the

when HaShem will gather the derers
in a strong and unified city, Through our
efforts, the singing of this “Pizmon” will
forecast the final redemption for the Jews
of Syria, a Geulah signaling the end of all
oppression in the world.

Chag Kasher
V'Sameach

government may impose over the indivi-
dual's will as on other wechsin and con-
sequently Dina DeMalchuta Diva. The
Gaon does not find Dina DeMalehuta Diva
regarding the right to coerce the indi-
vidual's will to pay taxes finds other rea-
sons for the obligation to pay taxes which
are stich as the prohibitien of lying on the
income tax statement and adding to the tax
burden of others.

The enactment of statutes for mone-
tary transactions is, according to one opin-
ion, only for the convenience of the govern-
ment and therfore does not apply as a case
of Diva DeMulchutu Dina. Another opin-
ion states that actually Dina DeMalehuta
Dine applies also to the enactments of
statutes for monetary transactions which
involve Gentiles, but between Jews, Dina
DeMulchute Dina does not apply auto-
matically.

Since the Jews are enjoined to go to
Bet Din, they should not appeal to secular
authorities but if they disregarded the ob-
ligation to go to Bet Din and went to the
secular authorities then Dina Demalchuta
Diw, aceording to the principle of Hefker
Bet Div, Hefker, Dinee DeMalchuta Dina
only applies to eases which do not involve
the jurisdiction of issur v’heter so that a civil
divorce does not have halakhik validity.
Thu: the governmental authority over the

I ation of punisk and over
the niinting and the regulauon of currency
is sanctioned by lelakia. The right of
governmental taxation is halakhically
unquestionable but the implementation of
such right is not based on Dina DeMal-
ehute Dina according to the Vilna Gaon.
Finally, the enactment of commerciai
statutes by the governing authority . is
hutluchikhally either not binding at all or
only binding when dealing outside of Bet
Diw’s jurisdiction.

Rabbi Schachter lectured earlier ir
the day about the finer points of idrey Kid-
dushin.

an
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New Hope For Petach Tikvah

cout. from p, 4
the convergence on the city of hundreds of
veligious immigrant families from the West
including the U.S.A., Canada, England,
France, Australia, and South Afriea. This
wave has been a major w&ab st for the new
develop of sy
schools, and social groups.

Take our synagogue for example,
Mekor Chagim, This shal was 8 fau‘l) suc-

the Mandachti Duti school system. [t was
all to be paid for from the State Budget,
without the need for the fund-raising so
prevalent in Jewish communities outside of
Isvael.

Medlocrity

The net result was disappointing. The
hallow ed Jewish tmdmon of the apolitical

cessful  small

v ity “betlebos™ was aband 1. The

founded before World War 1 by Jem.sh
immigrants from Germany. Western im-
migrants found in this kehille, withitsown
ity-chosen and salaried rae, anin-
stitution comfortably similar to the syna-
goguea commonly fm\ctxomng in North
S of nearly equal
size to the first, had to be added to satisfy
the flow of newcomers. In the friendly
chatter before and after minyanim, one
hears nearly as much English and French
spoken as Hebrew. University professors
from Bar [lian, computermen from IBM,
scientists from Israel Aireraft Industries,
lawyers, doctors, and accountants, all
children of the West mix successfully with
the congregation’s second generation,
1srael-born children of the ‘Yekishe' kehil-
ta,

Young Israel

A new Young Israel congregation, one
of seventeen now in Israel, has been
formed about a mile and one half away ina
pr ly Western religi com-
munity. It is now being joined by quite 2
number of native-born Israeli families.
Half a mile down in the other direction,
another wwinpes with a similar nredomi-
nantly Western mix, overflows a house
rented to serve temporarily as a shul; it is
called, half in jest, half out of jealous ad-
miration — the “American” synagogue.

Yavneh

A new religicus elementary school has
been formed called ‘Yacuel', with over
three hundred children in its first four
yrades. An eighteen classroom muiti-mil-
tion pound school complex is being built in
the area to house the ¢hildren who are now
packed into temporary prefabricated huts
built in an abandoned orchard. The school
was founded by a group of activist parents
composed of graduates of Isrzel's Bnei
Akiva movement and of educators and pro-
fessionals from the West.

One of the most dynamic organizations
in the city is the English speaking chapter
of the Tunat Haisha Hadutit (the Israeli
counterpart to Women's Mizrachi). At its
recent tenth anniversary dinner, several
hundred persons came to listen to a stirring

English language address by their favorite
Member of the Knesset, Dr. Yehuda Ben-
Meir, (formerly Rosenberg), a graduate
and sasiomach of Yeshiva University. Its
monthly English newsletter is read in hun-
dreds of hemes.

This story is not unique to Petach Tik-
vah. A similar pattern of activity is occur-
ing in Jerusalem, Rechovot, Netanya, and
several other cities and towns.

The presence of ity-i

State, by its paterna! well-meaning benev-
olence, produced medioerity — in religious
elementary school education, in rabbinic
leadership, and in synagogue lay leader-
ship. Yiddishkeit was served up by un-
talented functionaries and was tainted with
politics. Merit played a dininishing ivle.
Parents had velatively little or nothing to
say in curriculum matters or in selection of
teachers and principals. Shulgoers and
communities were given rabbis they never
veally had a chance to reject. The State
paid for everything, and made all the deci-
sions. As the saying goes: Ba'al ha'meah
hoo ba"al h'desh.

This system was alien and even re-

pugnant to the average Western oleh used .

10 deep involvement in all aspects of his or
her communal religious institutions. In my
opinion, one of the finest contributions of
Western mligious aliyah to Israel has been
its involvement in the patemal system [
described.

Naturally there has been and con-
tinues to be strong resistence in the
bureaucracy against the growth of com-
munity control in religious matters, such as
in sy nagogues, in the selection of rabbis,

el abools Woceooon s looo
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sonage than the Minister of Education,
himself a wearer of the “kipa serugah™
(knitted yermudka), has recently come out
in favor of community participation in the
selection of the school’s curriculum. I am
sure we will see similar attitudes ex-
pressed at the Ministry of Religion con-
cerning synagogues and rabbinic leader-
ship. After all, much of the old system was
a by-product of the highly controlled wel-
fare state espoused by the previously dom-
inant Socialist Labor party that controlied

the country for many years.The new Likud

government’s program calls for more indi-
vidual freedom of action and it is in favor of
giving community action groups more of a
say in running local affairs.

A History of
The Chaver Tit/e

cont. fromp. 7
of the sewricha. These takkanot were suc-
cessful to some extent, but the significance
and prestige of the moreinu and chaver
ordinations slowly deteriorated. By the
end of the 19th century the title of chaver
was basically an honorary one, and it de-
noted no special achievement in Torah
learning or committment.

Today, ordination is most similar to
the mvreinu-semichot of the Ashkenazie

families, independent, nonpolitical men
and women, who actively participate in the
building of their own religious synagogues,
schools, and social organizations is some-
thing new in these parts.

One has the distinct impression that
Esrael’s religious founding fathers had en-
visioned something entirely different. The
state was to be the Benefactor of all. It
would provide religious articles, services,
and synagogues through political institu-
tions such as the the Ministry of Religion
and the Moalzn Hadatit (local religious
committee); and Zionist religious educa-
tion through the Ministry of Education and

ities during the 14th century. The
title of c/ruver existed in Germany and Hol-
land until the Holoeaust, and is not used at
all today. Plans are underway for a pro-
gram of study at YU which would result in
the granting of a chaver-semicha.

The mejor sonrce for this article was a
report by Rav Aharon Kahn on the title
chaver.

HAMEVASER expresses sincerest
condolences to Howard Lemner on
the passmi of his father. Hama-
kom Y'nachem Otcka B'toch Sh'ar
Avelei Tzion Vyrushalayim.

This is not to say that the American
Jewish community system should be
adopted here “as is." I certainly hope not.
The absence of national and local central
authority is a common U.S, malaise. Day
school principals ride a merry-go-round
trading positions from city to city, hired
and fired at periodic intervals by lay lead-
ership. The American orthodox rabbi is
similarly at the merey of his Board of Direc-
tors. There are virtually no Batei Din, or
Chief Rabbis, nor is there a single central
rule-making body for day schools.

What could be emerging in Petach
Tikvah, in Netanya, in Rechovot, and in
the rest of Israel is a new arrangement
bnngmg togethex the best parts of both
ties aud local religious \.ui‘nﬁniuéc:

Begin Renews
Stand

in Interview
cont. fromp. 4

you better appreciate our struggle, in war
and for peace!”

For peace to develop, other factors
must also be present: “Aliyah to Aretz is
not immigration but repattiation! In our
land, as an independent people we shall
revive our tradition, rejuvenate our heri-
tage and live with the decency of being a
man and the dignity of being a Jew.”

Menachem Begin was born over 64
years ago in Brisk, where his father was
the Secretary of the kekitlah at the time of
Reb Chaim Soloveitchik. Indeed, these ori-
gins had a great effect on him. Hence,
hem Begin has journeyed a lot

dn(l institutions active in providi jor while M
fi ing, rul king, pr jonal sup-
port and guidance. On the other ha.nd the
local ity leadership s its

in his life, he has always remained stead-
fast to the Torah base of Zionism. This is
evid d not only by his personal appear-

rabbis and its teachers and participating in
financing and continuous supervision.

There is much work to be done. The
demand for higher standards in all aspects
of religious and educational services is
growing. If our town is an example, the
people as usual are moving faster than
government. But whatever happens, since
the arrival of the duti Anglo-Saxons,
Petach Tikvah and Israel will never be the
same.

Mr. Halpern is a graduate of Yeshiva
College (1960) and Harvard Law School.
He was editor of The Commentator and is
currently an attorney in Petach Tikvah.

ance or through his presentation in public.
Rushing to get a Tanuch before being led
off Ly the KGB to Siberia, refusing to sign
his name on Shabbut at great personal risk,
and, only last summer, directing that all
public meals on his behalf during the Nine
Days (of Av) should be dairy meals-all of
these are vivid examples of Begin’s strong
committment to Torah.

But Menachem Begin also thinks
Jewishly. Therefore, the peace plan he is
fostering tries to take into account these
concerns. There is the hope that peace
come speedily, but there is also a commit-
tment to the lund, to the people, to G-d, and
to the future of A Yisrel.
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Davening And Learning

Revives Hevron Hospital

cont, j"rmn P4

That night back at the yeshiva, we
heard everybody buzzing sbout some-
thing. It turned out they were going to
daven at Beit Hadasssh for Ma'ariv icoi I
must admit we thought a lot about
whether or not we should go because,
being night and all, it sounded a bit more
risky. And from the way people were
talking about it — in hushed voices — we
knew it was somewhat dangerons. We
decided to go, and it turned out to be a
'real experience. We had to go down by

- tender. There wasn't enough room for
everybody on the first trip so I waited for
the second one. The guys that got to
Hevron (at a point some distance from
Beit Hadassah) before us started asking
the Arab taxi drivers how much it costs to
go to Yerushalim, so as not to arouse
suspiscion. After all, what the heck would
twenty young religious Jews be doing in
all-Arab Hevron at night? Talking to the
drivers was aiso used as a stalling tactic
until we arrived.

Once my group got into Hevron we all
headed out. This was to be a real night
activity. At least I knew a trifle of what to
expect and how to act from such activities
at Moshava.

We went out with the cover of
darkness and were fairly quiet so as not to
attract any attention from either the
Aravim or Tzavah. Down the alleys and
simtaot of Arab Hevron went 30 bachurei
yeshsvah, plus one Rosh Yeshivah. I
forgot to mention that Rav Leor {one of
the Roshei Yeshivah of Yeshivat Kirvat
Arba) came with us. We climbed through
back yards filled with garbage, across
rooftops and over fences until we got
close, at which point we waited for a
second to see what was happening. The
guys ahead of us were running into Beit
Hadassah, We still had a fence to get over
and then we too would run for it. Soldiers
were yelling at the Sochurm not to go in
(we apparently took them by surprise) but
everyone was going in, so we went ahead.

Q b

was g near the ent
telling us to watch our step — there was a
drop there — and lots of junk lying
around. I'm amazed we made it in unhurt,
running over unfamilisr and obstacle-la-
den terrain in the dark.

As soon as we got in we saw candles
lighting up and heard 'V’hoo Rachoom'.
The minyan was started immediately. It
was kind of eerie inside, a big empty room
lit by candlelight. Soldiers were walking
back and forth not knewing exactly how to
handle the situation. During the first half
of Ma'ariv the Mefaked was spesking with
Rav leor. The Mefaked was caim and
looked sure of himself; he seemed to be
negotiating with Rav Leor. Apparently he
realized it wouldn't be worthwhile to force
us out of Beit Hadassah once we had
begun davening — so they let us stay. I
thought for sure we'd have to leave right
after Ma'ariv ~ but when we finished,
everyone started dancing and singing.
That continued for a few minutes, and
then Rav Leor gave a shéur. Not only was
it unbelievable that we were still in there
after Ma'ariv and the danecing, but now a
shiur was being given. And what a shéur!
Rav Leor spoke about the powers that a
Jewish Army has according to halakha —
how they can even attack another country
just for economic reasons. The point
obviously being that if they could do so
much for the nation, then why was T2aveh
now hindering us from taking possession
of Jewish property in Hevron. City of the
Patriarchs?

After the shiyur we left. The excite-
ment for the night was over. By the way,
some guys went down the next morning to
daven there and were arrested. And this
time they weren't let out after a couple of
hours, It was more like a couple of weeks,
end after a mishpat. Also, barbed wire
was put up all around Beit Hadassah —
but we continued to have a daily 6 a.m.
minyan there — outside the walls of the
first Hadassah hospital.

Tanya Shiur Enlightens Students

cont. from p. &

Tanya shiur, which has been received very
enthusiastically here. The subject matter
is fascinating, and it’s not unusual for sev-
eral hands to be in the air at once. All
questions are answered in detail, and often
supplemented by illustrations from Chassid-
ic lore. The teacher, Rabbi Shvey, is well
versed in his subject, having studied Chas-
sidie philosophy all his life. It is fortunate
that so experienced a rabbi could be found
for mostly English—speaking students.
Rabbi Shvey in particular is quite articu-
late and knows just how to get his point
across.

As of this writing, the group is up to
chapter seven. Each chapter covers a new
topic, so that a new student can easily fol-
low the shiur. In addition, all special terms
are fully explained as they come up, s0 no
real background is required. Finally,
thanks to the Hebrew-English Tanyas,
anyone can follow in the text without much
difficulty.

From time to time, the Chabad club
sponsors a “farbrengen,” or Chassidic
gathering, after the Tanya shiur. This usu-
ally consists of Rabbi Shvey speaking on
topics of interest, with everyone seated
around a large table. Refreshments are
served, songs are sung, and a festive at-

Farbrengens in the past have been in honor
of Purim and more recently, Pesach. An-
other is planned for this year, and is to take
place, G—d willing, before Shavuos. Allare
invited to attend, regardless of whether or
not they go to the Tanya shiur, but since a
new subject is discussed every week, why
not drop by the shiur anyway? Stop in any
(or better yet, every) week and get a taste
of something really good. -

Halakha

cont. from p. 8
required to relieve and even fo prevent
any threat to human life, even when
desecration of the Sabbath or Yom Kippur
is involved. Specific references are men-
tioned in the Code dealing with preventive
devices for the promoting of physical
health. 43

G-d in his Divine mercy makes
allowances for human frailty, knowing

Drugs And

" Harachamim — ion, h in-

terest and empathy. Hassidim tell of a
father who complained to the Baal Shem
Tov that his son has forsaken G-d. “What,
Rebbe, shall I do?” “Love him more than
ever,” was the Baal Shem Tov's reply. 45

Dwelling in this social chaos of the
technological asphalt jungles, man exper-
iences a constant growing distance from
his fellow men. He tends to become lost,

what to expect of bassar vadam — flesh
and blood — but refuses any partnership
in self-immolation and self-destruction of
His creatures. Said Reb Bunam of Prszy-
scha: “We are commanded by the Lord to
give half a shekel as the ransom of our
souls. (Exodus 21, 13} Why only half?
Because one half of the guilt belongs to
G-d Himsel for endowing us with the
impulse to sin.” 44

In the process of Imitatio Dei man
ought to identify with The Source and
take over the divinely humanized at-
tributes, amongst them love and for-
giveness. In a society so impersonal and
tension charged as ours, where the sense
of identity is lacking, and belongingness is
replaced by emotional insecurity, man
finds himself tragically lonely. The ado-
lescent more than others is beset by a
deep sense of unbearable isolation, Escape
mechanisms ‘of all sorts are therefore
employed to defend one's Ego from the
devastating dangers to which he is so
critically exposed. The need for direct
guidance, communication, deeper under-
standi 1 invol , and
adult education is a conditiae sine qua non
in the rehabilitative process of character

interp

MARC’S
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2549 Amsterdam Ave.

Fast Service
Breakfast Special
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Home Cooking
Dorm Deliveries $23-9470
Anytime; No Charge

There is a charge
for feeding.

If its entertainment you
want, Heshy our new
dishwasher does a mean
kasatska.

mosphere prevails, whatever the

b and personality integration of
our youth.

Such reeducation should be instituted
on a large community scale, empioying all
professional agencies and therapeutic fa-
cilities at hand. Such endeavor requires a
large measure of tolerance, of ‘Midas

uncommitted, detached, and socially with-
drawn and unidentified in his escapism, as
& self-accepted form of urban incognito
and anomie. This sorrowful situation of
apathy, indifference, metropolitan neu-
tralism, and noninvolvement is a projec-
tion of the celestial hester panim.

“Haruth al haluckot” — literatim on
the tablets (Exodus 32:16). This suggests
not only lteratim on the tablets — haruth
— but also liberatim heruth — freedom.
For “there is no true free man but one who
occupies himself with the study of the
Torah.” Such one progresses upward.46

Freedom from mechanistic, self-in-
duced bondage, and servile dependence
can be achieved only by a reevaluation of
man’s religious and moral truth, and by a
rededication to the Torah’s ever tran-
scending values.

One needs no “set and setting” for
religious revelation through psychedelics
which drug man instead of awakening him
to reality, a faithiess religion of wishful
thinking, transient in essence and ephem-
eral in time, offering no message or hope
for man's salvation. Judaism encounters
G-d and salvation in conscious existence in
this Olam Haasyiah — in our reality world
not in hallucination and opiated trips
outside the Conscious.

HAMEVASER wishes Steve Vago
a Mazel Tov on his recent engage-
ment.

U.S.A. Israel

Photography

ZELMAN STUDIOD

623 Cortelyou Road (off Ocean Parkway}

"~ Brooklyn. N Y. 11218 * (212) 941-5500

e e a e o a



Page 12

HAMEVASER

11 Nisan 8738

[~"Contributing Editor

A Comment to Commentator

Teddy Gross.

It is not unnatural that students atten-
ding an institution for a few years become
sarcastic and cynical about that institu-
tion's laws and customs. Familiarity
breeds contempt is a tri‘e but true state-
ment. In Yeshiva University, where stu-
dents sometimes attend for a great many
more years than the average four, cynicism
is as commonplace as pre-meds. This eyni-
cism can be productive if expressed in a
mature and intelligent manner. When com-
bined with rhetoric it becomes countexrpro-
ductive as-it is used to heap injury and
insult upon an institution to alleviate per-

One can be so open-minded that you
can hear the North Wind rushing from
wvarigear....

written that helaela is applied to each in-
dividual qua individual and not to the entire
people as one entity? If one bothered to
understand even the most rudi

most classical piece of Freudian frustration
Ihave ever read. This second piece of great
lalachic understanding was written with
such impunity that it cannot be ignored. |

Yy
elements of halucha he would see that this
assumption of individual freedom is so off
base that I cannot help but wonder what
this article is doing in a yeshiva newspaper
in the first place. If any student does not
want to accept the yoke of Jewish law as a
lifestyle he is not compelled to remain at
Yeshiva University.

I have never heard such preposterous
insulting suggestions. I can see it now. Ru-
bin Dorm on Friday night. In one room the
melodic sounds of the Doors’ “Light My
Five” pevvad

tic atmosphere for

sonal failings. Having been in Yeshiva Uni-
versity for eight years I have become used
to hearing all the commen complaints ex-
pressed through many different mediums.
Some were -contructive; others destruec-
tive. Nonetheless I was totally unprepared
for two articles which appeared on the Op-
Ed page in the April 5th edition of the
C ator, namely: “Halachik Coer-
cion”, by Jay Bernstein, and “Time To Get
Marricd”, by Bernie Kastner.

“Halachik Coercion” was enough to
outrage any free-thinking individual. Not
only are Mr. Bernstein’s assumptions and
assertions totally false but his logic is as
abhotrent as his attitude towards religious
norms. He drowns us in a sea of incompre-
hensible statements and accusations. Who
allowed Mr. Bernstein to assume halacha
is some type of ideal democratic state in
which maiority rules? Since when does a
religious insti tution not have the right to
demand from its students adherance to a
moral and practical code of law? Where is it

rooms down the Oneg Shabbat features
“Charlie’s Angels”. The miracle of the Sha-
bbos clock enables us to do it all! It is ama-
zing how a twenty-four hour timer has be-
come an invention specific to the Jewish
people.

Whims of a Few

Like it or not this is not Washington
Heights Unviersity but Yeshiva Univer-
sity. Not only does it have a right to de-
mand halachic adherance but it has the
right to demand that each student demand
of himself a halachic norm. How dare Mr.
Bernstein suggest that those in the Dorm,
who rightfully expect a Shabbat, in the full
sense of the term, be subjected to his idio-
syncracies. The Shabbat atmosphere for
the majority must not be subjected to the

f 2

This ﬁrs» .,.mde was enough to sto-

mach but Commentator goes from frying

pan into fire. “Time To Get Married” is the

would like to make a few observations upon
Mr. Kastner’s understanding of the humzn
drive. He seems to feel that the human
drive is an uncontrollable aspect of dating.
He therefore questions the validity of a law
such as regiah which he feels causes con-
stant strife between mind and body. Yet it
only becomes a problem when its validity is
questioned. By doing so with any law you
will see how fast it becomes an issue. Is is
neither your nor my business how many
people keep negiah. No one questions the
s present a prob-
lem. But that does not mean the law is not
good. Perhaps, Mr. Author, the fault is in
you and not in the law.

What angered me most was this au-
thor’s assumptions about married life. Not
all people, and I would hope very few, mar-
ry as a result of frustration. Even in my
most cynical moments I have always be-
lieved that marriage contains a lot more. I
consider his assumption, that all couples
who marry young receive financial assis-
tanee from their parents, to be a personal
insuit. This neither applies to myself nor
my friends. My wife and myself both learn,
£o to school and work. Our only source of
income comes directly from employers.

Mr. Kastner adds insult to injury by
declaring that today’s youth are less res-
ponsibie than their parents were and are
therefore too immature to marry young.
The maturity necessary for facing

with a graduate school ucsuw 1t is rather
a process of personal development and

- learning how to love and share with an-

A War of Attrition

by Rabbi Zevulun Charlop

Last October's issue of Midstream,
one of the leading American Journals
under Jewish auspices, whose
constituency reaches beyond the Jewish
community, carried possibly, the gloomiest
article 1 have ever seen in print on the
future of Jewish life in this country. The
article, written by Elihu Bergman,
Assistant Director of the Harvard School
for Population Studies, begins with this
desperate prediction: “When the United
States celebrates its tri-centennial in 2076,
the American Jewish community is likely
to number no more than 944,000 and
conservatively as few as 10,420,” compared
to the six million who now comprise the
Jewish population in America.

He bases his forecast on present
trends in the Jewish birth rate and
attrition. The Jewish birth rate has
decreased in the last years, below the
replacement level, which is the level to
which the population naturally replenishes
itself. We are simply not reproducing
ourselves sufficiently to make up for death
and other causes. The Jewish couple brings
into the world only 1.7 children. Beyond
that, the rate of intermarriage in the

lastten  years ~has risen  almost
astronomically.
{Unfortunately, “population erosion”

not only threatens Jewish survival in this
country, but is no less a peril for the State
of Israel. While the danger from attrit -n
is, thank Heaven, not palpable there as
here, the low birth rate and the high
number of aboitions in Israel, bodes ill
against the rampant population growth
among the Arabs who live in the Holy

Land. It is conveivable that within one
generation and not more than two, if the
patterns of today hold up, Jews will be a
distinet minority in their own homeland, in
their own State, which is an altogether
untenable position, quite apart from the
grave  geo-political risks such a
circumstance must need i

We have come a long way from the
early days of our founding as a people when
“the children of Israel were fruitful, and
increased abundantly and multiplied...and
the land was filled with them.” (Exodus
D

I am not quite sure that Mr.
Bergman's  prognostications are not
without fallacy. It may be true that when
you examine the Jewish community as it is
now, and as an undifferentiated mass of six
million, through the prism of these kinds 6f
statistics, the conclusions are inevitable.
But the fact of the matter is, that among
these six million there is a small and
increasing percentage of Jews who are

...the nghteous Jewish woman accentu-
ated her fe , her

committed wholly to our faith, where
attrition is almost nil and where the birth
rate not only sustains that population but
significantly increases it. So that if we only
follow the normal progression of population
growth, the kind of reality that Malthus
faced, they will have multiplied many-fold
over, by ihe time our nation reaches her
three-hundredth anniversary.

Many years ago the London

Missionary Societies for the Conversion of
the Jews published a centenary report, in
the course of which it reviewed its
activities over the century of its existence,
making the astonishing claim that it had
converted 150,000 Jews to Christianity
during that hundred years. In view of the
fact that, on the whole, these societies had
met with abysmal failure in their attempt,
as has well been put, to turn bad Jews into
worse Christians, the figures- were
challenged by the Jewish community. The
Society gave the bland explanation that
what they actually meant was that if all the
Jews who had become Christians in that
period had remained Jews, their
descendants by that time would have

cont.onp. 9

other individual. It would seem to me that
the critical issue here is the mental age and
not the physical age of the individual.
Haluche is too full of its own beauty and
greatness to be so ridiculed. I can only
guess at what motivated the author to
write such an article. Dating and marriage
without the guidelines of halacha are all
too evident in today’s soap opera world.
Rather than viewing kalacha as a harness
for an uncontrollable drive one should con-
sider it as a means of channelling these
desires into a higher realm.

Mr. Editor — front and center. [ al-
ways thought an editor-in-chief read what
was printed in his paper. It is his job to
remain responsible to the staff and the
readers of the paper. Being a member of
the Undergraduate Department, and part
of Yeshiva University’s double ewrriculum
makes you responsible towards the Uni-
versity and Yeshiva as well. The chief arg-
uement against censorship has always
been based on the reliability of the editor to
print useful, intelligent articles. Yet our
past edition has now convinced me that
there is a need for censorship, particularly
in this case. The Op-Ed page is not a free
license for any half baked nitwit to write
stupidities and pass them off as literature
and commentary.

It is not being close-minded to refuse
to print articles which detract from the
professionalism of this paper. One can be so
open-minded that you can hear the North
wind rushing from ear to ear inside his
head. Granted thatauthors are responsible
for what they write, but the editor is res-
for printing such junle The joh of
editor :uuu}d be ncld with the reapect and
authority which the institution behind it
deserves.

Maybe I am old-fashioned or even re-
actionary or perhaps I simply do not under-
stand the logic in presenting all points of
view. But I do know that after reading such
articles 1 felt insulted and outraged at such
a travesty. In turn [ feel compelled to de-
mand an apology, on behalf of the Yeshiva,
for the publication of such degrading liter-
ature. A public apology will serve to regain

drowns U8 | in a sea of

Mr. Bernstein ...
i hensil and ac-

cusations.

the admiration and respect that the Com-
mentator once enjoyed from the student
body. Perhaps then we can apply ourselves
to the Lilmod V'id'«sot which Torah de-
mamnds. Let us hope that there will be no
further attacks on that which is our
strength and the inheritance which we
have received as the supreme gift from
Hitshens 1o his creations.
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