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Belkin Memorial Dedicated

by Larry Rabinowitz

Yad Samuel Belkin, a sane-
tum honoring the late president
and moider of Yeshiva Univer-
sity, was dedicated Sunday Dec.
2, at its site in the Mendel Got-
tesman Library. This is the latest
of the commemorations to Dr.
Belkin established by Yeshiva
since his death in 1976.

The memorial consists of a
garden and pictorial memorabilia,
and artifact of his administration.
It was desigmed by the award

4
was degigned hy the at

winning architectural firm of

Gwathmey and Siegel and is.

located adjacent to the back en-
trance of the Library.

Dr. Belkin, who was a noted
scholar on the works of Philo, was
elected president of the umiver-
sity in 1943 and served there for
thirty-two years. Under his lead-
ership the institution grew froma

Mrs. Belkin Cuts Ribbon As Trustees Look On.

single campus college of 850 stu-
dents to an internationally re-
nowned and acclaimed university
with 7,000 studenis siudying ai
four centers in Manhattan and the
Bronx. These include the first un-
dergraduate school for Jewish
women and several graduate
schools. In addition, the univer-
sity innovated various programs
in Sephardic studies, youth ac-
tivities, and Jewish community
renewal in the United States,
Canada, South Africa, Australia
and Latin America, during his
tenure.
Various Memorials

Since his death, a number of
memorials have been established
by the Yeshiva. Qutstanding stu-
denty at Yeshiva are known as
Dr. Samuel Belkin scholars;
Memorial Professorships have
continued on page 3

Large Grants to Ferkauf

by Neil Friedman

Two substantial  granty
awarded this year to Ferkaur
Graduate School’s Department of
Education will be responsible for
the creation of two unique pro.
grams in the field of Jewish edu-
cation next year. The first grant,
donated by the Federation of
Jewish Philanthropies will under.
write a new joint program be.
tween Stern College for Women
and Ferkauf Graduate School.
This program will offer students
at Stern College the option of ob~
taining a combined B.A.-M.A. de~
gree from Ferkauf in the field of
Jewish Early Childhood Educa~
tion. The creation of such a pro-
gram addresses a real need for
aualified teachers in this growing
area of Jevrish Education. This
new program will not only pro-
vide students with expertise in
the art of teaching pre-school
children, but will also specialize in
the methodology of teaching
Jewish topics to preschool
children.

Second Grant

The second grant, also to
Ferkaufs Department of Educa~
tion, is for $345,000, to be used
over a period of three years. This
money, provided by the L.A.

Israeli Commando Leader Speaks

by Steven Feldman

On Thursday Nov. 8, stu-
dents of Erna Michael College
were priveleged to hear Mr. Uzi
Narcuss speak. Mr. Nareus was
the commander of the crack com-
mando-paratroop unit that liber-
ated Jerusalem during the Six-
Day War, Mr. Narcus condemned
the notion that Israel is an expan-
sionist state by pointing to the un-
deniable fact that Israel had no
alternative to war in June of 1967.
He also said that Israel’s victory
in that war was no surprise to Is-
rael’s military heirarchy which
had, and continues to have, the
utmost faith in the superiority of
the Israeli soldier. He continued
to assure the audience that the
Israeli soldier is better educated,
better trained, more motivated.
and in most cases better equipped
than his Egyptian, Syrian, or Jor-
danian counterpart.

Most of Mr. Narcuss’ ad-
dress concerned the status, both
present and future, of Jerusalem.
Undaunbtedly, the question stirs
many emotions in Mr. Narcuss,
whose troops paid for every inch

of the city with their lives, in what
proved to be the costliest battle of
the war. Even as Rabbi Goren,
then Chief Rabbi of the Israeli
Defense Forces blew the shofar at

continued on page 7

Council News

by Richard Kleinman

A meeting of SOY was held
on November 6,

At the meeting it was de-
cided that the Chanukah chagiga
would feature a speaker, as well
as entertainment by the Ruach
Orchestra,

Tt was announced that a sofer
is being sought for the Tfillin
Drive, which will be held in the
near future, and SOY will help
subsidize it. Those requiring

mzuzot for their dormitory rooms
will also be subsidized.

The couneil expects to dis-
tribute the newly revised Kash-
rut Guide by the end of the sem-
ester.

The council has once again
made available a series of taped
lectures on various topics by YP
and RIETS rebbeim. The tape
library is managed by Tevie
Mehlman.

continued on page 7

Pincus Jewish Education Fund,
will be used to create a badly
needed program to train super-
visors, administrators, and prin-
ciples of Hebrew Day Schools,
with the final awarding of an
Ed.D. degree in Jewish Educa-
tion upon completion of the
course. In light of the fact that
most enrollees in this program
will be teachers who have already
earned their masters degrees,
two new elements will character-
ize the program, First, the bulk of
the coursework will be offered in
a block program consisting of
three consecutive summers of
classes, each summer consisting
of two semesters. Such an innova-
tion will enable teachers to earn
their Ed.D. degrees without hav-

ing to lepve their jobs during the
school yeur, Secondly, due to the
generoug grant involved in the
program, students enrolled will
receive full fellowships. The fel-
lowship Will cover tuition for the
courses, 48 well as provide a sti-
pend lessening the burden of liv-
ing and travelling expenses for
the sumpfler. According to Dr. Sid
Leiman, Desh of Bernard Revel
Graduate School and Director of
the Depsttment of Education at
Ferkauf, the program will be
rigorous and admittance selec-
tive, for the ultimate goal is to
produce A cadre of highly quali-
fied individuals, able to manage
the diffielt taks of administering
Hebrew Day Scheols and High
Schools.

Computerized Response

by Joseph Friedman

Within a few months re-
searchers in the United States
will be able to glean information
from responsa literature faster
than had previously been pos-
sible.

According to Mr. Leonard
Brandwein, Assistant to the
Dean of Natural Sciences, the re-
sponsa computer project that
originated at Bar-Ilan University
will be available through Yeshiva
University by February or March
1980.

The project which was con-
ceived at the Ramat Gan institu-
tion’s computer department in-
cludes sh’eilot ut’shuvot from
many commentaries on the Tal-
mud. A Biblical or Talmudic re-
searcher js able to request of Bar-
Ilan to search for information on
specifie topics of interest, and for

a fee will receive a computer
print-out of sll references and the
specific lihes referenced. This will
save the tegearcher time and will
be moré comprehensive than
what a Wanual search of the
sources would produce.

This type of research will
now be a¥ajlable directly, outside
of Israel, For the past few years,
Yeshiva University and the Na-
tional Endowment for the Hu-
manities, which is funding the
project ip the United States, have
been talking with Bar-llan to al-
low YU direct access to the infor-
mation stGred on the computer in
Israel. Ofiginally, there was to be
a sattelit? link-up from the U.S.
to Israel, hut this ran into political
and othef proctical problems. It
was finally decided to have the
programs stored on the computer

continued on page 7
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We wish a mazal tov to head dorm coun-
selor Tzvi Fried upon his

ment to Tobi Hershkowitz and to Sari
Cohen upon her engagement to Stuart
Apfel.

SOY President
ﬁ Belkin Memorial

JSS President

The recent addition of the Yad Shmuel Belkin Mem-
orial to our Yeshiva campus, was a truly refreshing one.
Indeed I have wondered why all other University cam-

ot coibaie nasnla

puses have major donatiors te memorialize cer tain people,
while our Yeshiva has not. Is it because people in a position
to give substantial gifts do not feel Yeshiva is worthy, or
wouldn't be proud to donate to our Yeshiva? Now we all
know that that is not true. We feel flattered, honored and
proud that someone felt close enough to Dr. Belkin, and to
our Yeshiva to dedicate such a beautiful addition to our,
campus.

We certainly hope and pray that the close relationship
developed between our donor and Yeshiva will continue to
grow stronger, and he will find us worthy to continue in
helping build our Yeshiva, while sharing in our pride and
joy with our institution. .

From The Orchard
I Like Dreaming

by Yitzchak I. Applbaum
A difficult question exists as to how Yeshiva can elimi-
nate the problem of cheating. The senate sub ittee

Dear Mr. Striar,

1'd like to take a few minutes to tell you something
about the regutation, teachings and activities that have
made the James Striar School of General Jewish Studies
one of the most respected schools in all of Yeshiva Univer-
sity.

Y A student in JSS is looked up to because of his sincer-
ity and dedication. For the most part, his being enrolled in
JSS is declaration to his committment to learn to live as an
observant Jew. This is not an easy task. There is a world of
texts, laws, customs and reasons which are suddenly
opened to him. He must be taught how to read and com-
prehend the rigorous logic of our sages who have derived
many basic laws from the Torah. While having to be de-
manding in order to cover the texts, there must always be
the sweet taste, the wiii to iearn for the sake of knowi
left with the student. JSS's goal is to give the student the
tools and further his desire to open any of the texts that he
is introduced to, in its original form be it Hebrew or Ara-
maie, in order to begin to learn from their wealth of know-
ledge. The specifics learned are not obscure trivialities but
deal with the actual events that help to make daily livingan
experience of magnificance and not just monotous
drudgery.

The faculty of JSS could not be any finer. It would be
wrong to say that the teachers are.in the school for the
money b JSS’s average salary paid to a fuil time

which is attempting to solve the dilemma is only one exam-
ple of how the administration is confronting the issue. But
perhaps not all possible angles have been exhausted in
pursuit of a solution. In this column I would like to suggest
my own approach to the problem.

Last week after having taken an examination, I real-
ized from discussions with friends that I had left out a
question I 1 had misunderstood it. I i diately
returned to the professor and after explaining my misun-
derstanding asked that the paper be returned tome sothat
1 could answer it. The professor did so.

Later, as I was reflecting upon my behavior I realized
that with the stroke of a pen I could have corrected those
errors about which my friends had informed me. For some
reason, however, I had no desire to do so when I had the
opportunity. I concluded that my behavior was the result
of the trust that the professor had in me. It was not within
me, nor do I think it is within anyone to act counter to that
trust.

What I learned from this experience is that perhaps
the cheating problem at Yeshiva can be solved by a return
to the most fund: tal aspect of Judaism, trust in one
another.

professor does not come close to the amount needed to
support a family in today’s world. The rabbis are here for
the love of it. The chance to see the gleam of the eye which
is just a glimpse of the fire of the soul. Their satisfaction
must be tremendous when they see the agreement of their
students that a certain interpretation or intrieacy of the
text is just worth smiling about because they know that
some day the students will teach it to their children. The
JSS faculty consists of some of the smartest minds and
warmest personaiities that one w o
pect to find. They are complete authorities in their fields.
They just don't preach about leading good lives but from
the way they conduct themseives and from some personal
dealings with them it can be seen that it really can be done.
In short, the faculty is tremendous.

ever dreamily ex-

Hamevaser extends a mazal tov to Rabbi
Israel Miller on the birth of a grandsen.

Letters to the Editor

Israel
Program

To the Editor:

In an earlier issue of Hame-
vaser the benefits of the Israeli
program were extolled. I dont
deny these points, they are all
truthful, but in the interest of
honesty I would like to present to
‘the YU student body some obser-

" vations I made on my own yearin

Israel on the YU program. Upon
arriving in Yeshiva the student
expects to suddenly fall into a pat-
tern of serious learning. This is
simply not true. Much effort goes
into achieving a proper state of
mind to learn. However, before
this process may start, the stu-
dent must get to Israel which are
gditogether different problems.

Last year, a second year EMC stu-
dent in good standing was denied
admission to BMT and YU pro-
gram for his lack of background in
Talmugd. If two years of EMC, one of
them in intensive Talmud section
isn't sufficient preparation for the
yearin Israel, what is? Is the fault
with the EMC program, or per-
haps with its administrators? The
year in Israel is, of course, incom-
parable to any other experience
which makes the return to YU all
the more painful. However, the
reassimilation to YU is not eased
by administration, indeed it is
hindered. If the student wishes to
take any popular courses he finds
they are all closed and there is
very little room for exception.
Finally when the student’s tran-
seript from Israel arrives he finds
that some courses aren't listed at
all and others come without:
grades. Still worse he finds that

_some courses. .which were as-

signed certain YU credit value no
longer have this value and
courses that were to have filled
certain requirements notably
Jewish History 70 and 71 and
Hebrew 3 and 4 failed to fulfill
these requirements. To hassle
students is one thing, to lie to
them we thought was beyond the
scope of YU’s administretion and
its representatives.

The preceding paragraphs
may seem like a condemnation of
the YU “year in Israel” program,
but it’s not. Simply, they’re just a
warning to prospective talmudic
students that you will have to
worry about getting accepted, ad-
justed, getting back and continu-
ing at YU. It would be really nice
if one administrator or another
took it upon himself to see to it
that the Israel bound student gets
a fair deal and more importantly
to see that they return to YU. In
addition, the program might ex-

f

tend beyond BMT and its “Gruss

center” to include YU students at

other Yeshivot or even (G-d for-
bid) the Israeli universities.

Signed,

N. Joseph

Mishnah
Brurah

Once, there was a world upon
which there existed many coun-
tries. One of these countrieshad a
king who appointed for himself
two ministers of the military. One
minister of the military was in
command of the air force. The
other minister of the military teok
charge of the ground forces. The
king instructed his ministers to
aid him in attaining his goal — to
make his country among the
strongest in the world.

It was a novel approach, to’

be sure. In the vast majority of
other countries that existed at
that time, only one military force
would exist. Either a country
would have an air force or it would
have a ground force. Each coun-
try would be known by it’s type of
military force (either as an air-
based military regime or as a
ground-based military regime).
In each of these countries, the
king would employ the people of
the country, full time, into this
one type of military, and invest all
his resources into it, to make it as
strong as he could. But this king,
having two types of military, had
to divide his people’s time and re-
sources, half for one force and half
for the other, to keep both func-
tioningwell.

The king would compare his
military to the military of his
neighbors. He would compare his
air force with the air forces of the
continsied n poge’s’
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continued from page 2
air-based regimes, and his ground
force with those of ground-based
regimes. This sometimes de-
pressed the king, because each of
his military units did not matchup
to the corresponding units of the
other countries. It was because
he had to divide his people’s time
and resources, as opposed to fo-
cusing them onto one type of mili-
tary. Still, his military, as a
whole, was quite good.

The minister of the military
in control of the air aforce, put the
people through training 50 that

fighting from the air. The minis-
ter of the military in control of the
ground forces put theé people
through training as well, but his
intention was to make the people
proficient in fighting on the
ground. After a full session of
training like this, the people
would be very tired and weary.
Nevertheless, the people
wouldn't quit, but would try hard
to fulfill the expectations of the
ministers and, ultimately, the
king, as they too, wanted a strong
country.

Still, the king was dis-
satisfied, as his country was not
considered an airbased regime on
the par of some of the other air-
based regimes, nor was his
country considered a ground-
based regime on the par of the
other ground-based regimes of
the world.

In responses to this, the
ministers stepped up their train-
ing. The ministers put the people
through additional maneuvers, in
the hope that this would make
them even better than they were
before.

The ministers had a good
idea in expecting that increased
training would result in a more fit
military. But the ministers did
not take the people and their
problems into consideratrion.
The people had to deal with a dou-
ble load compared to that of the
people in the other countries. The

Belkin

continued from page 1
been set up in his name in Judaic
studies, Law and Medicine; Dr.
Belkin Memorial Lectures are
held annually at the Albert Hin-
stein College of Medicine; Yahr-
zeit services are held every year
and feature a distinguished
speaker; and a memorial forest
has been planted in Israel by
Yeshiva University alumni.
Among those who will par-
ticipate in the dedication will be
Dr. Norman Lamm, president of
the university and a former stu-
dent of his predecessor; Mrs.
Abby Belkin, the widow of Dr.
Belkin; the Hon. Herbert Tenzer,
Chairman of the University’s
Board of Trustees; and Dr. Israel
Miller, senior vice-president of
Yeshiva University.

people, who had been tired and
weak from the training before,
now became even more tired and
even weaker, until they weren't
good at anything at all!!

Why couldn’t the king take
an objective look at his military?
Why couldn’t he realize how for-
tunate he and his people were in
that they produced a country with
dual military capabilities, and at
the same time, realize that the
people serving in his military
were capable of only so much?
Why couldnt he realize that it
was not a bad thing that the
people were not a major force in
either discipline, but, rather,
were more diversified in their
capabilities than the people of the
other eouniries? Indeed, when
they were combined into once
force, having both an air and a
ground force, they were stronger
than the forces of the other coun-
tries. Having econtinuously in-
creased the load on the people,
ultimately led to the people being
poor at both disciplines which be-
came a tragic situation for these
people in their world.

‘v’eﬂ’ Mamsle Vauwa

AUy 1ours

WA Strulmzling Soldier
ere
Dear Ed:tororth
I was pleased to receive a
copy of your publication dated
Chesvan 5, 5740. A current stu-
dent at Y.U., aware of the faci
thet T was !"-’h a graduate of the
high school and the college, and
was the successful attorney in
Stern v. Stern, sent me a copy of
an article written by Dov Fish.
Although I concluded my
studies 20 years ago, I was im-
pressed with the commitment on
the part of the writer to Torah
ethics and Jewish morals, and
that it was expressed in very di-
rect, as well as correct, terms, I
envy the fact that during my
tenure at Yeshiva, we were not
fortunate in having a newspaper
as interesting as yours, and I can
only express my wishes that the
opinions contained reflect the
general values of the current stu-
dent body, and that the involve-
ment with Torah and communal
activities will continue and grow
ever stronger.
Sincergly,
Richard J. Kurtz

Chabad Club Activities

by Moshe Rosenberg

A new Mikveh, suitable for
the immersion of vessels, as well
as people, will soon be made avail-
able to the Jewish community of
Washington Heights. The open-
ing of the Mikveh is to be one of
the many activities of the ener-
getic and dedicated Chabad Club
this year. The Mikveh, which is
located at 566 W. 183 Street (be-
tween Audubon and Nicholas

phy and an intelligent apprecia-
tion of its principles and ideas. An
extra taste of chassidic spirit will
be given by the periodic Far-
brengens to take place over the
year, with guest speakers, re-
freshments, and overflowing en-
thusiasm, and most special treats
will be excursions to Farbrengens
of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, shlito.

The Chabad Club plans to
post Divrei Torah on the walls all

Aves.), intheb t of the old
Combrover Shtibl, was forced to
close last year when efforts to keep
the Mikveh in operation failed due
to lack of necessaary funds for
some repairs. But the word “fail-
ure” finds no place in the Chabad
Club vocabulary. Instead of giv-
ing up in the face of seemingly
insurmountable obstacles, the
Chabad Club laid careful plans for
the re-opening of an even better
Mikveh than before. Whereas be-
fore, the Mikveh fulfilled the re-
quirements for use by men, when
it re-opens, it will also fulfill the
requirements for tevilas keilim,
immersion of vessels. The new
Mikveh will be a welcome addi-
tion to the neighborhood, since it
will eliminate the need to d d
and climb the steep hill going to
and from the Mikveh for keilim at
90 Bennett Avenue.
Varied programs

This ambitious project is but
one of many Chabad Club pro-
Jjects to be performed this year,
says Yitzchok Wagshul, club di-
rector. Among the other activi-
ties, he iists an expanded pro-
gram of Tanya shiurim, with two
classes meeting Thursday nights,
one on an intermediate level for
those who enjoyed the shiur last
year, and one for beginners. In
addition, shiurim in Persian, for
Iranians, and in Russian, for Rus-
sians, are being considered; stu-
dents interested in such new shi-
urim should contact the Chabad
Club. Tanya on the air, over
WYUR, is to continue this year as
well. All of these shiurim serve to
give YU students an encounter
with Chabad Chassidi

cund the , for, they say,

if a student can read about books
for sale while waiting for an ele-

vator, why can’t he read some To-
rah in the same time? The Nusach
Ari Minyhon at Dombrov is also
to resume in the near future. In-
quiries regarding Chabad Club
activities, or any religious
inquiries, can be answered through
use of the Club’s 24-hour-a-day
nurnber: 795-7158,
New Pians
As the new year in school and
calendar progresses, and a new
succession of events advances
upon a still calm YU, things are
not calm at all in Chabad Club
chambers, but rather the wheels
are already turning furiously,
planning a year jammed with ac-
tion. Hts various activities,
capped by its Mikveh project,
rve to make this year its
busiest and most successful year

yet.

JSS President

The students who attend JSS are also of a special
breed. They not only must do well in their Yeshiva College
classes but must prepare each night and then attend three
and a third hours of J ewmh studies classes the next day. It
is not an 1 hapy g fora F! to prepare for
two hours a paragraph of Blble because of the chance that
Rabbi Besdin will eall on him to read “beautiful, gorgeous,
delicious Rashi.” Can you imagine the schedule of an aver-
age student who just doesn’t sit in classes. The Dramatic

Society, of which eighty per cent is from JSS rehearses (this -

semester it is “Man of LaMancha”) from 9:00 until 1:00 or
2:00 AM. Their productions are more p ] than
many Off Broadwayshows. The practices for the basket-
ball, wrestling, fencing, tennis and racquetball teams don’t
begin until long after the sun has set. Meetings of the
multitude of clubs, societies, student councils and news-
paper staffs usually begin about 10:15 PM. There has yet to
be proposed a valid explanation for it, but somehow the the
students wind up well rounded, with two respectable edu-
cation (for the price of one), a possible social life with our
sister school (Stern College for Women), with life long
friends, with a committee and or a sport under their belts
and a love for Judaism which will be with them forever.
The secret to their success is wisely budgeting their time
and going to sleep early on Friday evenings.

JSS has an active student council. The council sends
students to a neighborhood Jewish old age home weekly,
subsidizes the selling of Jewish books, is planning a whole
day of events for Holocaust Day this year, sells submarine
sandwiches at night, arranges for students to eat a Sab-
bath meal with families in the communtity, sends students
to recruit for JSS (JSSeekers), puts out a newsletter called
“The James Striar Squire,” collects charity in class,
teaches classes in Torah reading and shofar blowing, is
busily planning a weekend in O ide, Long Island for

A | SS and Stern and has revised the JSS make-tip exams and

licies. The council is alive and well and living in

SENIORS!

Final Reminder: December 15th
is the deadline for
$30 in ads and/or
raffles for
Masmid.

Was}ungton Heights, 10003.

Of course our school, our neighborhood and our situa-
tion is not perfect. In trying to give the students the best of
both world Yeshiva runs into a few problems. The facilities
and the number of hours in a day can use some adding onto.
I say with complete sincerety that the hassles, the red
tape, having to deal with so many Jewish people and Ye-
shiva’s pressure cookerness can all be dealt with a grain of
salt because life in JSS is so good. Self-improvement which
leads to mastery is gotten only through hard work and
what a good feeling it is when one feels himself getting
better. JSS’s motto which appeared on its notebooks, T
shirts and stickers this year is “It, Not About It.” JSS
teaches how to learn the text first hand and doesn’t study
somebody else’s ideas of what they think the text is. JSS
is not for everyone but its two hundred and a few enrolled
students are very happy that they chose “It, Not About
It.”

Sincerely
) Joel Yaffa
James Striar student Council President
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Soviet Anti-Semitism

by Larry Domnitch

The current rise in Soviet anti-
Semitism is leaving many Soviet Jewish
students in a state of apprehension. Being
denied entrance into Soviet universities for
reasons of identity, many Soviet Jewish
students now face the draft. Such a situa-
tion is very serious, considering the fact
that these students will not be permitted to
emigrate for least five to ten years after
they complete their service in the army.
According to the Soviets, all Jewish sol-
diers possess “state secrets.” Should a stu-
dent resist conscription, he will face three
years lmpnsonment for draft evasion.

Once agmn the Sovxets have proved

b ficient in tor ti
Jewish ﬁnmhes Absurd as this policy may
be, many Jewish students find themselves
choosing between the draft and prison.
Students such as Boris Kalenderov, Leo-
nid Brailovsky and Alexander Yakir are
just a few examples.
State Secrets
Boris Kalanderov and his family first
lied for an emigration visa in 1973.

Smee then, the Kalenderovs have been re-
fused visas on the grounds that Boris’
mother has knowledge of “state secrets.”
1In 1977, when Boris received his draft pap-
ers, he refused to sign them. After this,
Boris attempted to hide from the K.G.B.
but he was found and arrested. Two
months later he was incarcerated.

Leonid Brailovsky is an i8 year oid
student from Moscow. His parents, who
are doctors, are presently unemployed be-
cause of their desire to emigrate. When

this news reached his school, Lecnid be-
came an object of scorn and contempt. He
was forced to leave school and he com-
pleted his high school education in an adult
school, After his graduation, no university
would accept him. As 2 result, in February
1979, Leonid was called to serve in the
army. Leonid, as Boris, chose to go into
hiding from Soviet authorities. Presently,
Leonid is still hiding and his fate is un-
certain.

At 24, Alexander Yakir has already
complebed hls education at an engmeermg
fusnik he is unable to find an engmeenng
job. On August 24th of this year, Alexan-
der received a draft notice. Alexander has
chosen the same path as the two other stu-
dents mentioned in this article and is there-
fore risking imprisonment.

Soviet Brutality

Mentioned in this article are three
Jewish students whose dreams and hopes
of a future in Israel are left inthe hands of a
regime that preaches and practices anti-
Semitism as an unofficial national policy.
These are not three obscure cases, but
three students who are representatives of
the plight of thousands of young Jews who
are subject to daily anti-Semitism behind
the Iron curtain. Such Soviet brutality and
injustice must be externalized before the
world through active protest by the Ameri-
can Jewish community. An outery will
pmm__wa the Soviets to consent to a more
ienient policy concerning ail Soviet Jews.
Such immediate action must be taken be-
fore it is too late for Alexander and Leonid
and others in the same situation.

institution. =

Agony and Agony

continued from page 8

eral, humanitarian terms. As the Soviet
Communists who refuse to publicly ack-
nowledge that Jews were singled out for
special persecution and extermination at
the Babi Yar concentration camp, so did
John Paul refuse to acknowledge that
Auschwitz was primarily coordinated to
exterminate Jews.

Not long ago, some American Baptists
produced a deceitful movie, “The Hiding
Place,” which sought to convey the theme
that the real victims of Hitler’s concentra-
tion camps were the Christian martyrs.
Now John Paul II would do likewise: The
fact is that Auschwitz was more than a
crime perpetrated by Germans against hu-
manity. It was a crime perpetrated, in very
geat e — and d ted history
bears this cut, whether the Pope will admit
it or niot — by active adherents of Catholi-
cism against the Jewish people.

The Pope’s Silence

If the Pope’s silence on the true erime

of Auschwitz is appalling, his continued an-
ti-Semitic_position on Zionism is disgust-
ing. If anti-Zionism is in league with anti-
" Semitism, then let us call the Pope what we
would call Vanessa Redgrave. An anti-
Zionist, at least. At the United Nations,
he called for justice for “Palestinians” with-
out even once recognizing the right of Is-
rael to exist. Even the Soviet Union pays
lip-service to a readiness to recognize an
Israel reduced to indefensible, suicide bor-
ders. The Pope would not allow the Jewish
people even that. He has consistently op-
posed the existence of Israel. In.a meeting

with Jewish leaders (sie) in Rome, he re-
fused to grant recognition to the State of
Israel.

Territorial Integrity

At the General Assemly, he called for
a “just settlement of the Palestinian ques-
tion.” He called for respect for the “terri-
torial integrity of Lebanon” at a time when
fellow anti-Zionist were condeming Israel’s
strikes against terrorists bases in Southern
Lebanon. But not one single, solitary time
did he say a word about Israel —indeed, he
did not even pronounce its name. Why?

Absurd Jewry

And, yet, maybe some good will come
from the fellow’s visit. In the absurd world
that is secular American Jewry, a word
from a leading non-Jew (who doubles as a
media celebrity) against abortions has its
value. To the sorts of “rabbis” who consis-
tently oppose halacha in all its ramifica-
tions, 2 word from the Pope against fetus-
murder, against ordination of women, and
S0 on, can do more good than a p’sak din
from a Torah sage. To the sort of Jewish
pulpiteer typified by the Reform move-
ment’s Balfour Brickner — whe has pub-
licly opposed expelling Jews for Jesus from
the Reform rabbinate, saying that the Re-
form movement already has “rabbis” who
are atheists, agnostics, and even homosex-
uals — maybe a word from the Pope can
have an impact.

So, ultimately, maybe some good will
come from John Paul after all. Only be-
cause secular American Jewry is absurd.
Or, as a previous pope might have said,
cum nimus absurdum...

Beit Oin and the Civil Courts

by David B. Foster
The moral structure of today is being
shaped to a large degree by our legal and
Jjudicial systems. Present-day mores often

"receive society’s hashkamah through its

courts. Whether it be recognizing a man-
woman relationship out of wedlock as a
legally-binding one in the Marvin case or
giving a new definition of death as in the
Karen Ann Qumlan case, the courts are
playmg an mcreasmg role in our lives. In

Hke these the Torsh-ahser-

vant Jew must determine exactly what
should be his halakhic behavior vis-a-vis
secular court and their rulings. This be-
comes especially important in a litigation
between two religious Jewish parties
where the prohibition of Lifnchem vio
lifne Akum (lit. before them and not before
idolators) applies as such a case should not
be carried out in a secular court.

The law is based on the first sentence
in Parshas Mispathim and Rashi points out
the relevant derasha.! The Gemara in Git-
tin, however, is the main source of this
derasha dealing with going to court in a
divorce suit:

And it was taught: Rabbi Rarfon used to
say, “Every place that you find courts of
idolators, even though their laws are like
Torah law (lit. dinei Yisroel) you are not
permitted to have recourse to them as it
eaid: “Thege are the mrhmmg!gt_g von will
place before them — not before idola-
tors.”2
Nebulous Origin
The question raised by later posekim in
regards to this derasha is whether it is of
Sinaitic or rabbinic origin. The Rambam
and Se'mag in their court of the Taryag
mitzvos do not include this law. They ap-
parently held that the derasha was an As-
maktha — a mere mnemonic device on
which to append the din,3 This did not min-
imize the severity of this prohibition at all
for the Rambam:
All that have their cases judged by non-
Jewish judges and legal systems even
though that their laws are like Torah law
behold he is a rasha It is like he dis-
hl 1 3 md hallad (llt

many times they do not punish them,$
In a similar vein, the Orach ha'Tzaddik
claims that Torah law has a divine base that
will always result in a true and fair verdict
while non-Jewish law which is of human
origin can never properly ascertain the
truth,10
Gray Areas

The black and white prohibition of go-
ing to secular courts is clear. There are
three gray areas however that merit dis-
eussion. The Grst of these is “ae din stated
in the Rambarm that this prohibition

even if both litigants should agree to a case

PR

Here he i8 joined by such posekim as the
Tas'batz and the Ruach Chayim who con-
cur in his decision based en the reasons
given by the main halacha,
Right to Appeal

The next question concerns one who
transgressed this prohibition and received
an unfavorable verdict in a secular court
-does he or she now have the right to carry
their case to a Beis Din? The Rema states
that the final din is in question as some say
ves and .-;..he-'s no. His personal decision

nsnnv hnn mo wiohia of

was that such a person has no rights of

redress to a Jewish court.!” The main

Civil Laws Oppose Our Torah Laws

in secular courts.!! The second point is
what if a case was judged in a secular court
and the claimant received an unfavorable

verdict. Now does the claimant have the
right of redress to Beis Din or not? The
thmd one is what if the Jewish court does
not have enough power to enferce its deci-
sion? The question is whether the litigation
should be carried over to the secular court
to achieve the Jewish court’s decision?

The restriction of litigation between
religious parties to not only courts where
Torah law is practiced but where the
judges themselves are Jewish is seen as an
extension of the derasha min ha'Terah. 12 A
possibie reason suggested by the Ve'yema-
her Avraham in the name of the Sefer
Chasidim is concerning the efficacy of To-
rah law when not practiced with the proper
intentions. The fact that a Jewish court
judging a case, Le'shem Shamayim,
though weak in knowledge and intellectual

, still its decisions are idered as

good as 'its more educated predecessors. 13
This line of thought is carried further by
the Ye'tev Lev who formulates a suggestion
for this din similar to the one suggested for
the main halacha. That a verdict which will
be fair and honest for all parties concerned
can only be in the realm of Torah law. The
qualification is that this outcome can only
be achieved with Jewish judges to whom
pecial divine assistance has been given.

raised h:s hand) agamst the Torah of
Moses our Teacher...
The rabbinie origin of this dinisseenasa
negative injunction as derived from a posi-

tive d (Lav habaha mi'Kalal
Awseh).5 However, most posekim aceept it
as 2 din min ha’Torah.6

The tamei ha’Mitzvah suggested by
posekim are numerous. One reason found
among many posekim is the notion of Chil-
Iul haShem. When a Jew resorts to a non-
Jewish court one is demonstratmg that the
Torah legal system is ineffective and only
in the non-Jewish one can true justice be
achieved.” Another suggestion was that
the ideal system should-be predicated on
certain moral attributes such as mercy,
kindness, and giving someone the benefit
of the doubt which the non-Jewish ones do
not possess.8 A very interesting one put
forth by the Chesed Ye'hoshuah in regards
to the American legal system is its inef-
ficiency:

The statutes and civil laws in the United
States are agamst the laws of our holy
Torah. That in this legal system even
someone guilty of murder is freed on bail
and (in) our law it is not s0. Thus in their
legal system those that break the law

He also points out that they cannot a prop-
er understanding of Judaism even a simple
din for this reason. 14

This prohibition even applies when
both litigants agree to a decision of a secu-
lar court, however, not all posekim agree
on the nature of the din. The Ha'gaos Beis
Yosef states that this din is in effect only
when the decision of the Jewish court
would carry more benefit for both parties
than in a non-Jewish one.15 If the reverse
should be true, then the case is permitted
to go to secular court. On the other side the
Chut ha’Mi'Shulash contends that it is 2
blanket restriction with ric leniencies:

If afterwards that their case was judged
by the non-Jewish courts even if we do
not know or have heard the verdict
whether it was according to Torah law or
not. It is necessary to force them (i.e.
both litigants) to go to a Jewish court
based on the possibility that their verdict
contradicted Torah law. Also if we knew
the verdict was according to Torah law,
nevertheless, the case must go to aJew-
ish court. (The litigants) must do teshu-
vah on the abuse they accorded (the To-
rah) by transgressing one of its prohibi-
tions. 16

reason given why such a person cannot car-
ry his case to a Jewish court is because of
Dina de’Malchulsa Dina. That for a Jewish
court to judge a case after the secular au-
thorities have rendered a verdict might
have severe repercussions for the Jewish
community in general.!® Another reason
suggested as an interpretation of the din of
the Rema is that once a verdict of any kind
has been given a subsequent one cannot
uproot it. The Berchas Yosef sees this as
constituting a practical distinetion in the
law that one would have the right togotoa
Beis Din provided no verdict has been
handed in the secular court.1? Others view
it as a precaution like the institution of
‘shevuah in the first chapter of Baba Met-
ziah to keep people honest.2® On the other
side, the reason for allowing the case be-
fore Beis Din is qualified by the Rema. The
case is allowed before a Jewish court pro-
vided the ciaimant was not seeking to cause
his fellow litigant monetary damage.2! The
reason behind this is similar to the one
stated above for not allowing legal redress.
Once a verdict has been handed down even
in non~Jewish courts it must be recognized
to some degree.22 Others say it is not simp-
ly this recognition but also a fine for want-
ing to cause monetary damage to his fellow
in the first place.2

The final point in our analysis is does a

litigant have the right of redress to a secu-
lar court when a Jewish court is unable to
enforce its decision? The earliest statement.
concerning this issue is already found in
Gaonic times. The Sacha (Se’fasa haCohen)
infers from a statement by R. Sherira Gaon

that where a person refuses to follow the
rulings of Beis Din that the secular author-
ities should be involved either through
bribery or the normal judicial system.%
The reason behind this was not found by
the author in any posekim. A possible rea-
son may be that at this point in the case the

element of misphat is no longer involved.

The case has been decided and all that re-

mains is for the decision to be carried out.

The enforcement of Beis Din’s decision
hence is not called misphat and does not fall
into the Torah’s prohibition. Therefore re-
course to intervention by secular authori-
ties is permitted.

True Nature
The irony behind this mitzvah is that

often a person’ true nature is brought to the

surface in any kind of litigation. A person

will marshal lawyers, witnesses and evi-

dence in his or her effort to win their case,

They will avail themselves of all kinds of

legal loopholes and trickery to win. If this
mitzvah has suffered at all in the United

States it is probably because the American
legal system engenders this type of be-
havior. The problem is pointed out by a
story that the author heard in the name of
R. Eleizer Gorelick zt’l of New Haven. The
reason a Jew resorts to a religious court is
for a decision based on right not might. But
a Jew who goes to a secular court is in-
terested in might not right.

FOOTNOTES
Rashi on Shemos 21:1
Gittin 88b
Divri Emes — Kuntres Lavin
Yad haChazakah Hilchos Sanhedrin 26:7
Genezi Chayim alphabet Lamed no. 41
ibid
Tzrur ha Mor on Parshas Mispathim
Avraham Zaken alphabet Lamed no. 41
Shellos uTshvos Chesed ye'hoshush Vol. 4, no. 30
10. Shellos u'Tshvos Orach haTzaddik Chosen ha'Mis-
phat no. 11
. Chosen haMisphat 26:1
12. Mi'reas Einayim Chosen ha'Misphat 26:3
13. Ve'yemaher Avraham alphabet Beis no. 110
14. Ye'tev Lev on Parshas Mispathim
15. Ha'gaos Beis Yosef:1
16. Chut ha Mi'shulash — Section 3:6
17. Rema — Chusen ha Misphat 26:1 (Hereafter cited
as Rech)
18. Li'vush on Chosen ha Misphat 26:1
19. Shel'los u Teshvos Berchas Yosef Chosen ha Mis-
phat no. 23
20. Shel'los u Teshvos Even ha Shohem no. 61 in name
of Rabbi Y. Horowitz
21. Rech26:1
22. Nittsvos ha Misphat — CH 26:1
23. Shemen Rokeach on Chosen Misphat
24. Shacha CH 26:1
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A Letter From Rav Kook

The following letter was written by the first Ashkenazic Chief Rabbi of Israel, Rav
Avraham Izchak HaCohen Kook, Zal. 3 zkidirb, 5682(1921) The Chief Rabbinate of

. Eretz-Yisrael, Jerusalem

A Cuall to Our Brethren of Israel in Every Land

Dear Brothers,

There s a sacred obligation incumbent,
on us to gather all our strength to return
the recognition of Judaism, the sanctity of
the faith and the observance of the practi-
cal Mitzvot decreased; many, many of them
have assimilated amongst the Gentiles
among whom they have been living, and
even those who have remained faithful to
their peopie are found perpetuaily in dan-
ger of assimilation and absorption without

any additional
strength for their populations to introduce
a current of new Jewish life to their midst,
and with the extension of time they are
about to crumble and be cut off from the
eternal body of Israel and from the purity
of its soul.

One of these corners is the land of
Ethiopia. In this country, far from the cen-
ter of Jewish living, tens of thousands of
Jews have lived for more than these 2,000
years who, despite all of the tribulations
and troubles that passed over them, have
remained faithful to their religion and their
people, but through all of the time that they
have been there, all connection with the
great Jewish world was cut off, and so they
have been getting smaller and decreasing,
the afffiction of forced conversion has in-
creased among them, and also the Jews
who remzin in the
camp of Israel are in such a low spiritual
and material state that their outlook con-

Another Holocaust

by Joel M. Woolf

In a series of long overdue actions, the
government of Israel and major American
Jewish organizations have begun to focus
attention of the plight of the Falashes —
the black Jews of Ethiopia. After extensive
demonstrations and letter writing cam-
paigns in Israel and America, the Jewish
agency and the Begin government agreed
to publicize the dire circumstances of the
approximately 25,000 Jews who remain in
Ethiopia. In accordance with this newly
formulated policy, the Knesset for the first
time placed the Falasha issue on its agen-
da. As a result of the Knesset Discussions,
a unaminous resolution encouraging Fa-
lash Aliya was passed.

Yona Bogale, who left Ethiopia this
month, expressed hope that Israel's new
public stance will lead to concrete actions.
Mr. Bogale has been one of the foremost
Falasha leaders since he was educated in
the West some 50 years ago under the au-
spices of Dr. Ya'akov Faitlovich. At that
time, Dr. Faitlovich gained the support of
many leading Rabbis, including Rav A.Y.
Kook (see accompanying letter), in his ef-
forts to bring the Falashas into the main-
stream of Jewish life. In more recent years,
Rav Herzog, Zal, and the two current
Chief Rabbis have reiterated Rav Kook’s
call to aid the Falashas. But despite the fact
that the Falashas were recognized under
IsraePd law of Return in 1975, only 323
have arrived in Israel.

Catastrophic

In the past few years, however, the

situation in Ethiopia has become catastro-

phie. Mr. Bogale spoke at the General As-
sembly of the Council of Jewish Federa-
tions held in Montreal two weeks ago, and
described the current crisis facing the Fa-
lasha community. From a total of 150,000 a
century ago, the Jewish population in
Fithiopia has declined to under 28,000 to-
day. This is a result of missionary activities
and outright violence. Since the outbreak
of civil war and the overthrow of Haile
Selasie, tensions have continued unabated.
At least 2,000 Jews have been killed in the
ing strife and th ds are homel
Inan t ly ini of the
Holocaust, Mr. Bogale listed regions,
towns and villages where Falashas had
been living before the civil war and where
none are left today. A total of 10,000 Jews
are simply unaccounted for. They might be
refugeees or might have been killed. Al-
though the situation of a limited number of
refugees now outside of Ethiopia is known,
the vast majority have not been heard {rom
at all.

Decimation

The Jewish world is beginning to awa-
ken to its obligation to our Ethiopian bre-
thren while time continues to run out. The
poverty and persecution of the Falashas is
quickly decimating this Jewish tribe and
they are almost completely bereft of hope.
The words of Yona Bogale cry out to the
Jewish people for an answer — “En sof
le-tza’areinu” — there is no end to our
pain. Let us relieve this pain, before it is
too late.

To express your concern, write to
Menachem Begin at the Prime Minister's
Bureau, HaKirya, Jerusalem, Israel.

cerning Judaism and religion is very im-
paired and defective, and many parts of
Torah have been totally forgotter from
them, and there is more lost than retained,
and they are destined to come to a crises
and to arrive, God forbid, material and
spiritual destruction.
Their Mother’s Bosom
A solitary man is in the camp of Israel

thls great and sacred ideal, and to ret\xm
the outcasts of Israel who are in Ethiopia to
their mother’s bosom — to Judaism. It has
already been nearly 20 years that our dear
and honored kinsman Dr. Yaakov Noach
Faitlovich has dedicated himselfand his life
to investigating the “Falashas” — Jews
of Ethiopia, and bettering their material
and spiritual state. During this time he
has already succeeded with his poor, lim-
ited strength to bring over some of
the youth from the Jews of Ethiopia
to Eretz Yisrael and to Europe,
and made sure to find for them aJewish and
general education, so that in the future
they can serve as guides to their brothers

the Falashas who still live in Ethiopia, but .

all that Dr. Faitlovich has worked for and
done until now is as null and void in com-
parison with what could be done to fulfill his
great goal according to the plans he has.

We awaken our brothers of Israel
wherever they might be and call to them to
come to the help of Dr. Faitlovichsothat he
may his holy work and to put in operation
what he has begun, a holy obligation is
incumbent on all of our people to raise do-
nations with a generous hand for the bet-
terment of the Falashas in Ethiopia and to
bring their young sons to Jewish centers in
the exile and in Eretz Yisrael, and in gen-
eral for anything which touches upon the
elevation of their status in all that that
implies, and to teach them on the knees of
Judaism in the sanctity of the Torah and
Mitzva, and with the holy national connec-
tion to the people of God and the nation in
its entirety.

Open Arms

Brothers! Dr. Faitlovich is traveliing
now to Europe and to America to engage in
efforts for the good of the Falashas and the
implementation of his plan, we hereby ask
you to accept him with open arms and to
answer according to the ideal with generos-
ity and an open hand.

Brothers, save our brethren the Fala-
shas from destruction and assimilation!
Please help to return to us these outcast
brothers! And a tribe of Israel shall not be
erased from under God’s heavens, return
our dispersed to the stronghold, save
50,000* sacred souls of the House of Israel
from destruction and add thereby strength
and fortitude to the building of cur people
and the increae of its powers, and the Rock
of Israel shall arise for the salvation of Is-
rael, and shall gather our dispersed from
the far corners of the earth, and they will
come and rejoice in the Heights of Zion and
will bow down to God on the holy Mount in
Jerusalem.

(signed)
President: Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaCo-
hen Kook
Secretary General: S.A. Weber
*Today there are less than 28,000 left.
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Judaism Flourishes at Harvard

America’s foremost college town is
Cambridge, Massachusetts, and the center
of student life in Cambridge is Harvard
Square. Here you find a variety of estab-
lishments that cater to student needs —
bookshops, snack bars, record shops and
boutiques. Two short block away from the
Square, another establishment caters to
the needs of a small group of students. It ic
the Reisman Center, otherwise known as
the Harvard Hillel.

The Hillel is host to three different
congregations, Reform, Conservative, and
Orthodox. The Orthodox congregation, or
average Shabbat is the blggest of the
three, and it and its members are the sub-
ject of this article. The congregation is
truly Orthodox, equipped with a mechitza
and its own rabbi, Mordechai Feuerstein, a
musmach of REITS. The members of the
Kahal, students who are good enough to be
accepted by Harvard and motivated
enough to actually come, are of necessity

an interesting bunch. Take, for example, a
recent Shabbat. Among the Ba’alei Tfillah
were a student of membrane biology whose
wife gives piano recitals, a recent graduate
in computer science who functions as the
vocal, local representative of Gush
Emunim and whe will be moving to Israel
as soon as he pays off his student loans, and
a Californian law student who is studying
Chinese and Japanese because he intends
to specialize in Far Eastern law.
A Cultural Mix

A breakdown of the Kahal member-
ship into groups provides some interesting
though hardly surprising information.
There are comparatively few undergradu-
ates, probably a result of harvard’s policy
of maintaining a cultural mix on the under-
graduate level, a policy which prevents any
small religious group, Orthodox Jews in-
cluded, from getting accepted in large
numbers. The majority of the men, who
have to be more concerned about their
careers, are in professional school, while

Early American Jews

This begins a series of articles that will
appear in H 3 In Septemb
of 1654, Peter Stuyvesant, director-gener-
al of New Netherlands, was faced with a
group of unexpected visitors. A French
ship, the St. Charles, had docked with
twenty-threé passengers who petitioned
for asylum and residence in New Amster-
dam (now New York). The newcomers
were Jews, members of a people whe had
been downcast and persecuted in Europe
for the previous one thousand years. They
were descendants of the Jews who had
been expelled from Spain in 1492. These
twenty-three souls were the first Jews to
step foot on the soil which we now call the
United States of America. This was the
Jand which Emma Lazarus, a New York
Jewess of Sephardic ancestry, in 1883 was
to write of as beckoning for “the wretched
refuse of the teeming shores,... the home-
less, tempest-tossed.”

The Touro Synagogue

Peter Stuyvesant did not believe in
lifting his lamp beside the golden deor. He
wrote to his employers that these Jews,
members of a “deceitful race,” who pro-
fessed “an abominable religion” should be
banned from the New World. The West-
India company, however, instructed Stuy-
vesant to receive the Jews.

The Jews were heavy taxpayers. To
build a rampart against Indian raids,
Jewish taxpayers, about three per cent of
the total population paid eight per cent of
the cost. The rampart was a “waal” along
which ran a path that eventually became
Wall Street.

The Jews were denied the rights to
build a synagogue and to purchase burial
plots; the latter because there was no need
at the time. A year later they obtained land

— it seemed that the need had arisen, forit

would have been repuisive to the authori-
ties for a Jew to be buried in a Christian
cemetary.

In 1664, the English gained possession
of New Amsterdam. The English rein-
forced the ban against public worship. By
the end of the century, a place on Beaver
Street was known as “the Jewish Synago-
gue,” and in 1730 Congregation Shearith
Israel was dedicated on Mill Street, This
congregation still thrives today and is
known as the Spanish and Portuguese
Synagogue.

National Shrine

In 1776, the largest Jewish community
in the New World was located in Newport,
Rhode Island. It numbered 1200. In 1768,
the congmgaton, Jeshuat Israel, errected
a synag igned by the £ ar-
chitect Peter Harrison. Today the struc-
ture is known as Touro Synagogue, and has
been proclaimed a natjonal historie shrine.

Jewish presence in Pennsyivania goes
back to before the arrival of William Penn in
1682. The town of Aaronsburg, in Center
County, Pennsylvania was named for
Aaron Levy who founded it in 1786.

Onthe eve of the Revolution, the Jews
in the colonies found themselves as divided
as their neighbnors. Many Jews of the
Newport and New York communities
chose to depart rather than remain under
British occupation. Many took refuge in
Philadelphia,

The percentage of the Jewish popula-
tion who fought in the armies of the
Revolution was very high with most Jews
becoming officers. In the South, Francis
Salvador of South Carolina was scalped de-
fending the frontier against an attack by
the Cherokee Indians, who had been in-
cited by the British. Mordechai Sheftall of
Georgia was Commissary-General of the
Georgia troops. In 1778 the British took
Savannah and Mordecai was captured and
held for several years.

continued on page 7

most of the women are in graduate school.
Between all the members of the Kahal,
there is at least one person studying each of
the following subjects: medicine, law, busi-
ness, engineering, membrane biology, im-
munology, anatomy, biochemistry, assort-
ed languages and literatures including
English, Hebrew, Yiddish, i"rench, Ara-
bie, Persian, Chinese and Ja phi-

Kahal. Other Brookline shuls inleude those
of the Bostoner Rebbe, and of the Toloner
Rebbe, Rav Twersky. While Rav Twer-
sky, who heads Harvard’s graduate pro-
gram in Jewish studies, does not give regu-
lar shiurim, the occassional shiur that he
does give also attracts many Kahal mem-
bers. Besides its purely religious attrac-
tions, Brookline has other items of interest
to Kahal s, such as stores selling

and Japanese,
losophy, political istic
math, physics, physical ch
try, computer science, and probably quite
a few others that I simply don’t know ab-
out. One other fact about the Kahal’'s mem-
bers should be noted — they are not all
students at Harvard. Svinie study at n
by schools such as MIT and Boston Uni-
versity, and some are not students at all,
among them two British doctors who are
associated with Harvard.
The Rav’s Shiurim

One of the best things about Cam-
bridge, from the point of view of the Kahal,
is that it is not isclated from other Ortho-
dox communities. Within walking distance
across the Charles River is the sizable re-
ligious community of Brookline, which pro-
vides the Kahal with things that Cambride
does not. The Rav’s shiurim at his Brook-
line shul, which have no equivalent in Cam-
bride (or, for that matter, anywhere else)
are heavily attended by members of the

kosher food and other Jewish “necessi-
ties”. Perhaps most important, Brookline
provides a quiet place to spend a Shabbat
and get away, at least for a while, from the
hectie, crazy life of Cambridge.

Allin all, it is cloar that from g purely
religious standpoint, Harvard is one of the
best universities you can attend. And for
those New Yorkers who enjoy the com-
pany of other New Yorkers, Harvard is
again one of the nation’s best schools {other
than new York schools, of course) — so
many Kahal members are New Yorkers
that on seme, holidays more of the Kahal
seems to be in New York than in Cam-
bridge. And in the quality of the education
with which it provides you is unsurpassed.
Harvard, in fact, is so nearly perfect that
there is absolutely no reason to worry that
things won't work when you get in there.
All you have to worry about ... is getting

A Life for a Life

continued from page 8

Meir Kahane and people of his sort are
hated, for a Jeremiah is never popular.
Every Jewa .22
Many historians and modern day pro-
phets have predicted another holocaust
here, and the young militants have plas-
tered the walls of New York City with
stickers urging Jews to arm themselves.
“Every Jew a .22,” and “Never Again” are
well known slogans to us, and although
they exist we view them, digest them, and
reject them in one swift motion. We go
back to our homes and open the papers to
the sports page; we completely disregard
the articles about the murder of some un-
fortunate Jewish youth or some Rabbi or
another, although the article screams out
to be read. At night we lock the doors of our
suburban homes without considering the
possibility that tomorrow we may not have
them. Day by day living in the land of the
free and the home of the brave is a common
experience in the sick, ailing community
known as American Jewry. We know the
facts and yet... why have we not learned?
Why do we choose the diaspora method of
Havlaga — restraint when other options
are open? Is Jewish defense such an unat-
tainable method that we refuse to acknow-
ledge it or do we just not care? Pacifism is
not a Jewish ideal, contrary to popular be-
lief. Jewish defense is not contrary to re-
ligious ideology.
Another Holocaust
‘We the Jews of the diaspora are living
in a pressure cooker threatening to explode
at any moment. Although anti-Semitism in
the United States surfaces rarely, it does
exist. It is just a matter of time until it
surfaces and remains surfaced. Then what?

Another Holocaust! Six million Jews will -

die and go to their deaths like sheep to the
slaughter? We must not push off tomorrow
what can be done today. The answer to this
problem is not disregarding it. It is quelling

" the evil before it has a chance to rise. It'is

killing the monster before it grows too

large to handle.
Today’s Apathy-Tomorrow’s Destruction
Wake up! Wake up fellow Jews, and
defend what is yours. Throughout the
years we have been told that everyone has
the basic human rights to life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness... except for the
Jew. We cannot accept this lie; we must
crush it. The opportunity is here and the
time is now. The apathy of today will be the
destruction of tomorrow. Learn to defend
yourself; do not hesitate. Tomorrow may
be too late.
The Jew learns not by way or reason, but
Jfrom catastrophes. He won’t buy an um-
brella merely because he sees clouds in the
sky; he waits until he is drenched and
catches pneumonia — then he makes up
hig mind. — Nordau

The Joseph Dunner Political
Science Society of Yeshiva University is
proud to announce that Prof. Herbert
A. Strauss will deliver a lecture on
“Jewish Persecution and Emmigration
in Nazi Germany: The First Victims of
the Holocaust.”

Date:

Tuesday December 18, 1979

Yeshiva Umverslty’s Gottesman Li-
brary — 4th floor West 185th Street and
Amsterdam Ave., ‘Washington
Heights, New York.

Open to the general public.

Dr. Strauss is Associate Professor
of History at City College and Execu-
tive Director of the American Federa-
tion of Jews from Centrdl Europe.
(Prof. Strauss was chairman of B'rith
Yehudim Zeirim in Germany (1936-
1938) and a ber of the Cor
on European Jewish' Cultural Recon-
struetion (1946 1948).
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Diaspora Band Concert

by Brenda Adler

On Thursday evening, Nov-
ember 15, Lamport Auditorium
was filled with people of all ages
who had come from near and far
to hear the Diaspora Yeshiva
Band. The Band, which had chos-
en Y.U. to be the place of its first
U.S. appearance this year, gave
an exciting and highly entertain-
ing performance. Many Y.U. stu-

-dents who had seen the band be-

fore eagerly came to hear their
music again.
Three Albums

chem Herman, all of whom are
students at the Diaspora Ye-
shiva, located on Har Zion in
Yerushalayim. They share a love
of music and a dedication to frum-
keit, and hope to inspire other
Jews through their songs. .

To date, they have put out
three albums, which contain
songs in Hebrew and English,
and have been awarded first place

in the Chassidic Song Festival for

two of their hits — “Hu Yiftach”
and “Malehutcha”,

More News From Councils

continued from page 1

The JSSSC held a meeting on
November 7.

It was reported that the
Home Hospitality Program is
running smoothly, and that about
twenty students weekly visit
families in the neighborhood for
Shabbat meals. The council voted
unanimously to expand the pro-
gram to the communities of JSS
Rebbeim. The council is eurrently
spending a weekend in' Rabbi
Gorelick’s community in North
Bellmore.

The Diaspora Yeshiva Band pelfonnances in New York — one

Sf Trac

Drebeuuv hias five membe
raham  Rosenblum,

: Av- aiBr wmy T uuucgv Al ohe funer
Simeha at Queens College, before comp-
Abramson, Gedalia Goldstein, leting their five-week U.S. tour

The band will make two more It was also reported that the
Student Faculty Committee has
""""""" d thesther developed rules g ad-

ministration of make-up examina-
tions, and that these rules have

Ben-Zion Solomon, and Mena- and returning to Eretz Yisrael.

The Diaspora Yeshiva Band

American Jews

continued from page 6
David Salisbury Franks, Issac
Franks, and Solomon Bush became lieuten-
ant-colonels. In 1793 Frank was host to
President Washington in Germantown.
‘Washington went there to escape an epi-
demic of yellow fever in Philadelphia.

Finanecing the war was just as import-
ant as fighting it. Many Jewish patriots,
among them Mordecai Noah, Mordecai
Sheftall, and the Minis family gave loans
and gifts to the Continental Congress. In
1850 the U.S. Senate described a Jewish
immigrant from Poland as one who “gave
great assistance to the government by
loans of money and by advancing Lberally
his means of sustaining the men engaged in
the struggle for independence.” This man,
Hayim Solomon, raised $200,000 for the
rebels. In 1941, a monument in his memory
was unveiled in Chicago. The sculpture de-
picted General Washington in the center
clasping the hand of Robert Morris on his
left and the immigrant Jew from Poland,
Solomon, on his right. On the pedestal of
the monument were inscribed the words
from a letter which President Washington
addressed to the Jewish Congregation of
Newport in 1790: “The Government of the
U.S. which gives to bigotry no sanction, to
persecution no assistance, requires only
that they who live under its protection
should demean themselves as good citizens
in giving it on all occasions their effectual
support.”

With the winning of independence by
the colonies, the Jews expected to be
granted full equality enjoyed by everyone
else. But the Federal Constitution did not
provide such guarantees. R
Tobe c(mtmwd in the next u;sue L

continued from page 1
of a New York service firm with
operators at YU accessing the in-
formation through terminals lo-
cated at the Yeshiva campus.
General assistance would be pro-
vided by the Yeshiva University
Computer Society, which volun-
teered to cooperate in this pro-
Jject.

A researcher would ask YU

e Jo%% Clagiphe

TEIRSDAY NighiT
DecemBer Jpth
o 845 . i the Huin Brii
Aok,

FEATURING
the Loncr Okchesren
AND SHGERS

Hpushments il lo servel
bnision: Y100 g oy

On December 25, YCSC will

hold the Annual Blood Drive.

Please contact Joel Setter, in
M202 for more details.

been put into practice and found
satisfactory.

It was also announced that
the council’s first hoagie sale was
a success, and that the council
earned over three hundred dol-
lars from the venture.

The council decided that tze-
daka will be collected in every
class twice a week.,

Skills Tavght

Lessons in kriat hatorah and
tkiat shofar have been arranged
by the council. These lessons will
be given on Tuesday and Wednes-
day nights in the lounge on the
second floor of Morgenstern Hall.

a series of lectures by promment
Jewish personalities.

Computerized Responsa

to search for references on a spe-
cific topic. A student working on
the project would then formulate
a request and submit it to the
computer through his terminal.
Within a few minutes he would
receive an answer. For a more
complete and comprehensive
search the request will still have
to be sent to Bar-Ilan and may
take a few days. It ishoped that at
the end of 1980 even a comprehen-
sive search could be done through
Yeshiva and not have to be done
through Israel.

There is also a limited num-
ber of commentaries available be-
cause the process of adding a com-
mentary is obviously tedious. The
Rambam for example is not in-

cluded in the data base. Anyone.

who would want a certain com-
mentary added would be able to
make arrangments to enable him
to enter the commentary.
Costs Qutweighed

The cost of one search would
run approximately fifty dollars
for a complete list of references.
The NEH would like the project
to be self-sufficient or even a
money-maker as soon as possible,
since computer time is very ex-
pensive the prices are very high.
There are also problems with ins-
talling the system. Originally, the
NEH did not see the need for spe-
cial equipment, but obviously a
Hebrew printer and associated
computer hardware would be
needed. All this adds to the cost of
running the "project. However,
despite these initially high start-
up expenses, this project is some-
thing that all Torah researchers
can anticipate with excitement.

HAMEVASER would like to
apologize to all writers
whose by-lines were omitted
in the last issue.

The council is planning to
sponsor a weekend at Oceanside
in conjunction with Stern College
at the beginning of next semes-

ter.
EMC

On November 15, a meeting
of EMCSC was held.

The meeting opened with a
discussion of plans for the distri-
bution of the new EMC T-shirts,
and the announcement that the
recent movie-night was a success.

Freshman Problems

The council went on to dis-
cuss the problems in the recently
held freshman class elections.
[ had heen alected for
both the Presidential and Vice
Presidential slots and nobody was
chosen for the office of Secretary-
Treasurer. It was decided that he
was President of the class, and
new elections for Vice President
and’ Secretary-Treasurer would
be held shortly.

The council also discussed
plans for an Israel Night which
they will hold in the near future.
The event will include a presenta-
tion of the film Operation Thun-
derboll and music by an Israeli
band.

EMC Speaker

continued from page !

the Wailing Wall on the fateful
day, Isracli soldiers were battling
snipers in the surrounding area.
Mr. Narcuss said that although
Israel has possession of all of Jer-
usalem, it is, in reality, two sep-
erate cities, one Arab and one
Jewish. In order for Jerusalem to
belong to the Jewish people,
there must always be 500,000
Jews living there, said Mr. Nar-
cuss, reconfirming the historical-
ly sound concept that ultimately
land can be acquired only by set-
tlement. He also reiterated the
plea of many Israeli leaders who
feel that world Jewry, and espe-
cially American Jewry, can best
be of service to Israel by making
Aliyah. Israel suffers, said Mr.
Nareuss, a critical shortage of
manpower, which is compounded
by the fact that many Israelis
leave Israel every year, and few
return.

Mr. Narcuss closed by say-
ing that Jerusalem would become
the uncontested property of the
Jewish people either by mass
ahyah and the settlement of the

g Jews in Jerusalem, or
by drastic political action. He did
not specify what the political ac-
tion should be, but he made it
clear that no such action was like-
ly to occur. One can assume then,
that Mr. Narcuss, like so manv
Israelis, feels that mass aliyah is
the only hope of retaining Jer-
usalem, and, possibly, the Jewish
state itself. On the subject of Jer-
usalem, and indeed, the entire
middle-east, Uzi Narcuss, war-
rior and politician, is not a man to

-1 be taken lightly.
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The Agony and the Agony ., ric.h

By Dov Fisch
The recent visit to the United States
by Pcpe John Paul II provoked a flood of
praise for the Catholic leader from all seg-
ments of the American population. Protes-

in 1096 and so many tens of thousands of
others. They could have held back the
bloody murderers who ruled the French
throne for centuries — cutthroats like the

f St. Louis (Louis IX) and Philip

tants and Jews Jomed with Catholie leaders
in the tide of euphoria which accompanied
the Pope wherever he appeared durmg his

the Fair who burned Jewish books and
destroyed the greatness of French Jewish
life that had been built in the twelfth cen-

world, one wrong sneeze by the Pope can
bring upon his co-religionists the identical
plight presently reserved for Jews, Kurds,
Berbers, Biacks, and other infidels. (In-
deed, the persecutions of Maronite Chris-
tians in Lebanon and of Coptic Christians~
in Egypt proves this.)

How easy it is — indeed, how gratify-

American tour. In such an
more reasoned evaluations of the deeper
implicatons of the Pope’s words could not

have survived the emotional frenzy pre-
vailing. (As an example of that frenzy, one |

is reminded of a leader of Conservative
Judainm — whatev 58— who prond-
ly told the New York Times of his decision
to attend the mass presided over by the
Pope in New York’s St. Patricks Cathed-
ral. The son, an aspiring “Conservative
rabbi” himself, was so moved by the Cath-
olic service as conducted “that he got tre-
mendous spiritual vibrations from the

Pope.”
Totally Unimpressed

With the Pope back in Rome and with

ler heads now prevailinginthe U.S., it
is worthwhile looking back to the Pope s
words and messages for a more clear-
headed assessment of what the new leader
of Catholicism has to say for himself, his
Church — and for the Jewish people.

In sum, it is now apparent that Pope
John Paul II has moved not one single,
solitary inch closer towards making a rap-
prochement with the Jewish people. Ifheis

" not as vile a Jew-hater as were many of his
predecessors, he is nonetheless no friend of
ours.

1am totally unimpressed with his “hu-
manity” and his expressions of “peace” and
of “love.” For a thousand years, the Popes
of Catholicism had it within their powers to
end all bloodshed in Europe by proclaiming
peace and love. Those were the days —
long past — when the Church was the
greatest military power in the world. If it
banned war, then Europe could have been

spared intense tragedy. Hundreds of
thousands of lives could have been spared.
A mere phrase from the Pope in those days
could have had a greater de-militarizi

impact on the world than a hundred SALT
treaties today. They could have held back
the Crusaders who butchered GermanJewry

They say — If your Brother strikes you,
turn the other cheek. I say if your brother
strikes you, break his jaw. — Meir Kahane

Over forty years have passed, the heat
of the crematories has cooled and so has the
memory of that tragic period known in his-
tory as the Holocaust. The blantant hatred
has been dulled, and the largest Jewish
community in the world, American Jewry,
has long forgotten the pain and death dealt
.out so liberally to our forefathers in
Europe.

Such is the way of man, and the Jew is
like all other men, but much more s0. Tor-

'An Eye For an Eye™
A Life for a Life

Meshullam Moskowitz

lll

'n all fairness to the much
denounced Pius Xl,
he was merely silent
while six million died.”’

tury by the Baalei Tosfot.
Missed Opportunities
A word from the Pope could have
changed the course of the 1215 Lateran

ing it is — to mount the podium of the
General Assembly (after kissing a few
babies) and to preach the cause of peace
and of humanity! And how sad that such a
h comes just a wee bit too late!

Counci! which impesed on EuropeanJewry
the infamous “Yellow Badge”(more than
seven centuries before Hilter), During the
decades and centuries which saw Catholi-
cism wipe out English Jewry, French Jew-
ry, German Jewry, Spanish Jewry, Italian

We Jews waited for much of John
Paul’s speech for centuries. During all
those generations when the Pope spoke,
and the world obeyed. We endured the
murd d of the Urbans who

Jewry, etc., ete., powerful papal g
of love and peace and humanity conld have
changed the tragic course of Jewish his-
tory. Alas, such messages came too mfre

were not urbane, the Innocents who were
not innocent, and the Piuses who were not
pious. We endured crusades, inquisitions,
blood slanders, pogroms, and even arecent

quently, too late, and too i
to halt the flood-tides of antl-Jewxsh blood—

Holocaust. And the popes remained hostile
(even inciting the mobs) or — at best —

shed provoked by more clearly articulated
Ppapal positions.

So I am unimpressed by John Paul's
speech at the General Assembly. His op-
position to military violence and war is not
based on Cathelic doctrine; one thousand
years of Catholic history spells that out.
Rather, his position is based on the reality
of twentieth-century Catholicism. No
longer do the Catholics have the might and
weaponry to persecute those with whom
they disagree. Times have changed. To-
day, it is the other guys who have the rifles
and guns. In Soviet Russia, Christianity in
all its manifestations is suppressed by the
Communist military machine. Likewise
throughout the Soviet bloe. In the Islanuc

and prefers to disregard the evil chill of
reality. He pretends that the danger will go
away without effort on the part of his
brothers, and substitutes closed eyes for
open minds,

“Who is wise?” our Rabbis ask; “He
who forsees the future;” and by this they
mean he who is willing to face the future:
who is not afraid to grapple with terrible
reality; who meets the problem before it
becomes a crisis, and who grapples with
crisis before it becomes tragedy.

In our day we have two problems. It is
not only that there are too few who have

tured, beaten, p d and destroyed,
he refuses to listen to that which is un-
plensmt.Overthecentuneethe 'w has

built_fgr mechaxism
wh:chblotsont zbehe;feémthe

magie of politics. Hedemstoueillm .

gh foresight to face ugly reality,
rather than sliding into happy illusion, but
there are those who lash out at those who
do grapple with reality. Those who warn of
tragedy are greeted with cries of parancia.
continued.on page.6

silent. In all fairness to the much-de-
nounced Pius XI, he was merely silent.
‘While six million died.
~ Wandering Jew

The reason is simple. For two thou-
sand years — or thereabouts -~ the Catho-
lic Church has propunded a myth of the
“Wandering Jew.” According to this slan-
der of slanders, the Jewish people were
rejected by G-d and doomed to wander the
four corners of the earth in servitude and
oppression for their refusal to worship that
Jewish man who was crucified by Rome.
Every saint propounded this myth,
Chrysostom (the saint with the “Golden
Tongue” and obscene mouth), Augustine,
Agquinas, popes, bishops, cardinals, monks
— all these and other Catholic leaders re-
peated for centuries that a great proof of
the truth of Christianity and the falsehood
of Judaism was that the “Wandering Jews”
remained homeless.

stood up to this unbearable canard for cen-
turies. But, in their commitment to Torah
and in their faith in G-d’s omnipresent un-
ity, they stood firmi. They have no answer
other than the most obvious one: “We shall
remain G-d’s beloved and chosen nation for
all eternity, just as long as we shall remain
true to our covenant with Him and His
Torah. And one day the wandering shall
stop. And we shall return to Eretz Israel.”

For centuries, the popes responded to
that answer with a hearty laugh — and an
occasional pogrom. The Jews would never
return. They were doomed to wander. All
the weight of Catholic theology affirmed
that “fact.”

Yes. Until 1948. The existence of Is-
rael despite all its weaknesses - serves as
the most incontrovertible proof in history
of the falsehood that is Christianity, It
spits centuries of “new Testament” dogma
right smack in the center of the eye, It
leaves the truly enlightened Catholic theo-
logican with an unbearable dilemma: if Is-
rael exists, then Catholicism was wrong; if.
Catholicism was right, then Israel cannot
exist.

Simply Bored

For humane Catholics like Rovert Dri-
nan of Massachusetts, the dilemma is best
unresolved, and reality is best acknow-
ledged. So Drinan remains a Catholic, and
he recognizes Israel’s right to exist.

And for John Paul II, it is easier to
live in 1096 Germany, in 1242 France, in
1290 England, in 1348 Europe, in 1492
Spain, and in 1555 Italy. For the good
viear, Israel still does not exist — and can-
not exist.

So, unlike Wolfe Kelman and his son, I
am neither moved nor inspired by John
Paul I1. I am simply bored.

. Outraged

But while the new Pope’s utterings of
“humanity” do not impress me, other com-
ments of his, quite frankly, outrage me.
Every Tom, Dick, and Harrry of the Re-
form and Conservative movements ap-
plauded the Pope’s references to the trag-
edy which took place at Auschwitz thirty-
five years ago. Did anybody happen to no-
tice that he never referred to the tragedy
as one which befell Jews more than any
other people? Again and again he referred
to Auschwitz. And again and again he com-
pletely ignored the fact that Auschwitz was
a calamity which specifically befell the Jew-
ish people — at the hands of the German
Nazis and their representatives, Polish
Catholics. He spoke of Auschwitz in gen-

I don’t know how ourJewish ancestors continued on page 4
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