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An· Interview With 
Rabbi Shlomo Riskin 

Lecture on .. Daas Torah" 
On Wednesday, December .23. the 

student Vaad sponsored Rabhi.J;,col, J. 
Schacter, rabbi of the New York Jewish 
Center, v,.·ho dealt with tht; issues of 
''l}aas l'orah'' and ''EmunaS: 

,;;trcet or from the OCW"ipaper~. it JS 
contal11inatcd \\Ith rdo;-;e, .jHd thcr;: 1h no. 
end to the matter:· ~y NATI HELFGOT 

Rahhi Sht/,mo Riskin. a promi11en1 
rahhi 011 th,, A merfean s('ene lor almoJt 
nn-'n,r rears. ren;mlr made Afirah to 1he 
JU'H. (<~J;1:11:of 1-.,fi'm i,~ Gush E1::io,1 h'hich 
he he/pecljinii,d. 

711/\ pas! month Rllhhi Ris¾ili ii·a,\ in 
1ht· Statt•s .. ,01iu.>'thi11g he 1rill c'(mlinue to 

1_!0 in _llllurc years a., part l~(his contract 
~,·irh 1/,c J_im·;,fn Squat(' S~rnago,r.(ue. 
Hame,,aser sj1oke H'ith R. Ri.fkin in his 
-s1iu.h on 69th .\',reet a fl.1 11· hour., ht~/in·e 
l11\ ,:el uni home ro · l:Ji·at. 
Q-A,a ,abbi who h~, mad.c :\Li,:ah.dp 
v\h( thin~ American rabbis will find ;J 

place in l,nid or will they be 
tinernployedN 
A-J · doll~( .. lno\\· c~ough about the 
gen~"rul l~rildi·?,,.-tt'ne. to be able to say. but 
I thi,1ktli>1ta rabhi wlw i, notrcJircd;rnd 

·~\.ho Ti)v~~'·t:1 lc~ici1 wi!i )'inc(a plf~CC; In 

Israel, the ra·bt:,·(~ilt~· i:-. tll\fCh l)ll.HC: ~()Lind 
up· in i~a·:'tlltl~-- a.nd- .pa~kenin~ ,hala9:1ic 
que~tions than ,it is in ,preaching and in 
cpun~eling, Sq i1 an American i,s 
ii)tcrested in this I think that he will find :t 
place, I· t'hink that thefC i~ roQm fc)r a 
rahhi to ·he im.olved in other issue~· as 
,,rel!. but thc-y ha\e to be st·condary to his 
f1u1ction a ... a ti.."a<:her and a posck. 
Q-Mt\ny people i1wol\:cd in Chinuch 
feel a conflict hcrncen their rcspon:-.ihifi1y 
t1) 'itnc the .lcv,:i:-.h peopk hen; and their 
dc..,irc to 5.!o n11 Alivah, \Vhat i:-. Ymir 

appn1ach 1~) thi:-,, i,:--.u~··.1 • 

A-1 stmcd in America flir nirn;h.'fll 
year.., in ti1e nlbhinatc because in a large 
measure I felt thb rc:-,,ponsibility. \\'hC-n I 
hone:-,,tly ,felt that I had brought my ..;hut 
and school to th'e point \\here ·I could 
leave .them, I ,telt it wa:-,, time to go. 
Q-J)o yott ,cc your .. life plan" as a 
model lor othi:r peopk in Chinuch 
..;pend ten or twenty year~ In Amt:rica and 
then Alhah'! 
A-If thev c\rc involved in Chinuch and 
rahbinatc~ J don"t know ifit ha:--. ti:) be ten 
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<)r t\\·cnty·:-cars, lrcan ~~'.f\y~-'\ltar~: Linlil 
the point ~ht.'JJ! th~y: fed-.the;~ are truly 
accompli~hing in America and gi\'ing of 
thcmschi::--.. Al:-w. part oFwhat a rabbi has 
to ,do i:-. to tc~~t:h his congrcgan'ts about the 
111i11,ah of Alivah and thcrL"·is no bctta 
\\ilY of teaching than going your-,,elL 
Q-What do >·ou find arc the d1ffl-rcncc,; 
in the cd\lcational approach needed for a 
Ycshi,a H,\, in hracl'? 
A-Right no\\ I am ab~nlutdv star!ll'd to 
sec ho; cas\· ii is to tran~ri:r: 
Q-Pcopk ·alv1.a):s talk ahout different 
nwntalitic'.-.. 
A-i wa:-. \cry nt:T\Oll~ before I arrin .. 'd. I 
eH'!l had .... kcpk,),, nights b1:,·forl' my trip. I 
t1Hbt add. h(H\e\er. that I spent the la~t 8 
summers teaching on a rc-iigiou:--. kihhutJ 
so I imagine this helped me adju\l more 

· ea:-.ily . 
Q-\\'hat j<;; ~ l)ur po:-.ition ()11 the current 
contrmcrsic~ in Israel between the 
Orthodox and thi: Conscnati,e 
con11nunitic.., on \\ ho j:-,, a Je,v and other 
such topic:-.? 
A-1 he Cm1scn·ati,c communitv ha:-. 
demon,;tr;.H1..·d. especially with it~ la:-.t 
dcci..,ion ,i~ a ,is \\omen rabhi:-i. that it is 
only a pother form · of the Rclorni 
rnn,cment and thaf it dlles not accpct 
halacha a, \\ell; we canµot accept any 
.le\\ish position that doc~ not accept 
halacha as binding. 7 he Conscnati\'c 
mcn·ement cannot be gi\en an\' 
recognition \.\hatsocvcr hy the rcligiou~ 
estahlishmcnt in Israel. 

I have to add that ·'\\'ho is a Jew" 
touches Kedushat Yi,rad. If Kcdushat 

(Continued on page 5) 

Chaclrnmitn". both as understood hy 
present day gcdolim and in thcconteXt of 
tn1ditional :-.ourcc-;. 

Rahbi Sch<1ct1,:r fir-;t de<.;cribed his own 
btt'ckgrou.1~d. pc gre\\" up in a 
·•y U 111odcrn-Orthodox. home." hut he 
learned in the Philadelphia Yes hi\ a, Mir. 
and ] oru Vadaas. At the same time. he 
earned a degree in hi:--.tory lrom Brook!) n 
College. and i . .., now pur."uing a doctonltc 
in)C\\i,ldfoaor)· at J·fanard. In term~ ol 
the b:-.u~>· he rabc-J,in hi:'1 talk, he ;,,aid at 
the ouhct that he had no real an...;v,.'t.'rs. ··1 

am ..,till d1awl11µ condu..,ion:--., an<l I ma_~ 
-.till he for a !'nng: time." 

I he talk dealt \\ ith defining th rel.' 
phrase~: ''t)~H1s Torn:h." likrully an 
opinion hll'iCd v'otl Torah~ '"Enltlnas 
('haChamim. 1' faith in the rorah Sage,: 
and the ,·er:,,,p ULo ·1<.bl.!r_'' !he 
forhiddarn;c to ch~\ iate to the right or l~ft 
from \\hat the :-.age:-. :-.ay. 

DAASTORAH 
Rahhi Schacter fir:-.t ga, c a 

l'onuulation of ··Daa:,,, ] orah" hascd nn 
an article on .. -, he Role of (icdolim" hy H. 
\Vcinhcrg.cr that aprt.'an:t..l ill the Ortohcr 
ll)6J is:--.11c of the .le\l,i:-.h Oh:-.tTH.:r, 
!\<.:cording ln \Vcinht.'11.!L'L the (ia,lo/ 
h T1\,:oc/ h~1:-. the abilit> to accurately 
addrc..;,; an> ~uhkct he choo,c, ,d1e1hcr 

it\ a ha!achic or non-ha!achic i:-..,Ul'. 

Since our (icdnlim ha\c tht' uni4uc 
a bi lit) to sec through the I orah\ eye~. 
they can g:i, c the rr()per ad\ ice Pn 
political. :-.nt::ia!. and economic i~'.'ttle..,, 

AcC\)rding lo the Choft:tl Chaim. "he 
\\ ho hus "daa .... ·1 orah' can ,ohc all the 
prnhlcm.., in 1hc \\ orld. ·hnth in gcncrn! 
and in particular." Hl)~l·veL ii '.'tomconL' 
has "'daa,s I nrah:· but it i~ mixed up \\ith 
other opinion!-1. "'·..;Uch a:-. thn~c lrom the 

kAMEVASER 
VeehMa University 
500 W. 185 St. 
New Yorl<, N.Y. 10033 

Rabbi Elchonon \\'assc-rman. it 

student of the Choft:11 Chaim. \\·rote two 
major hook:-. dealing with the daa:-i J ornh 
pcr-.pectivl! on ~ontt:mporary i:-.,sucs. lle 
<liscussc:-. i;ommunisni and Zionism. aud 
:-ho\\'.'t thi1t they arc against Daa'.-1 rornh, 
Ho\H.'\Cr, ht.' take'.'> the right of Gcdolim 
to make the~e ab:--olute pro11ou1H.:cmcn1-., 

for grantc;d. He a!-...;umc-; Daa~ ·11Jrah; lw 
does not e:,..:plain iL 

h then: ;.1 \illHce for this ~hsumption? 
Ha"- '"daa!-, Jorah"' al\.\ay_., bc~n 
unde1:-.too<l lhi, Vi.<1_\"1 Kahhi "-ichat.:tc.:1 
jk•iilicd llllt that th!.' pnly rcf;.;rcncr Ji1 
~ha..; tn the tt.:rm '"dam-, 'f orah" i.., the 
Gcnwrn in Hulin 90h. l h1: Mi-.,.hna thcr1: 

<.,l~llt:1" that the gJd lwf!as,ltc i, lrom holh 

the right ond kit thigh. Rnhhi Ych11d11 
di:-.ag:n:.-c~. 'i.a) ing that i:t i~ from only Ofll.\ 

and thi.:: da'a., 1rc-a~on1 determine, that it 
i:-i thi.: right thigh. 'I lie (jcmora then a~ki.;:,,_ 
i:--. it otnious to him IJrom thr r\uAim) 
that it i-. thi: right th.lgh. and i'.'> hi.':-1 da'as 
thcrcfon: ""d:M, ·1 orah"'. or i~ ht' unsun:, 

and j\ hi:--. da'a:-i ha'.'te<l on his 0\\11 

irn:!inat'io11 a11d loµic'! l·rom thi!, it :--.t:l'.!llS 
tlrnt the phra,l.' ''Uaas I orah'" mean, using 
J) \uld.11/, ba-;ing one\ orlnion, on text~. 
<l'i nppo:-.cd to thing !oµic 'f hi~ i!-. not lht.· 
COJ1lt.".111porary llrHkf'.>,lilllding_ of t!H.• 

rhnt,f. a, t:\pn.:v•;ed b.:, the Chofct, 
Chaim, 

MaimonidL'" 11,cs till' phra'>C Daas 
I orah in Moreh :\evuchim in contn.,..,t to 

/)am 1/amnn. the opinion ol the ma~scs. 
;ind JJua.\ l'hil,J\JJ/J. the Ppinion:--. nf the 
philo..;opher~. It j.., u,ed in tht: scn~c nl 
''the Jc\\ i"h point ol \ lt:\\. ·• or ''the Jt\\l'.'th 
po~it:on." It doi.:"' not mean tht: opinion t)f 

phy~tl'ai human hL·ing. \\ ho can 

dcrl'rmin.: rnli(.:~. \imitarly. Rahhi 
Scha(.;tt·r brnught a, \/wn, nf thL" Ra-.hba 

{Continued nn raµ:e 6) 
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A..,.INOBITV Of ONE Amot«,ur I-lour we would l>e '!'ernthe.state 10 b!;comt involvl\d u, :s 
Another letter came from Ra.bbl Aaron lbich~J. a seosltlvc situatiM, 

Writing 
Iri whioh the edttor revives 

the ancient art of ramhling ... 

Got the Time 
It happensall the time. I :30 a.m. you're puttingyoµr 

bQoks away or washir,g oisbes from a supper cooked 
· ill~gally 4 hours before You tell y()ltf roommate that 
the Rangers lost again, Turn around, an;j it's 3:00a.in. 

The hoµr.< hei11•een /:JO a.m. and 3:00. a.m. don't 
exist, That pseudo'.scientific theory was postulated 
recently by several imminent graduates of.YU. 

The phenomenon seems IQ defy scientific'logic, but 
so does the remainder oHhe 24 hours. 

Consider your schedule. Class until, say, 6:.30 p.tn. 
Supper, M • A • S • H, a few phone calls, some, 
studying (if you're not a senior). Maariv, a few more 
phone calls, "Star Trek" ... It's 3 o'clock again. Every 
time, like clo.ckwork, 

Perhaps, from your personal perspective, you don't 
appreciate the in,anity of all this. Maybe we're all a 
little too used to it by now. 

l was sei straight by some fellow college newspaper 
editors at last week's national conference of the JSPS 
(Je,yi,sh Student Press Service). Try explaining your 
schedule to a Berkeley girl or a UCLA fellow. 

When they start class at 9:00 a.m. Pacific Standarq 
Time we've already been in sbiur for three h0 ,rs. and 
when they go home at 1:00 p.m. PST, you1l sti!l oe in 
class for another three. Tell them that. 

It's not surprising that many of them reached a 
similar conclusion: We're all crazv. Everv one of us 
screwballs whose first class ends after su,nset. Every 
nut who has two classes after supper. Aii 1400 of u~-

So relax. lf your Timex has been playing tricks with 
the springs in your head, you:Ve got nothing to .worry 

1 about. You're in good company. 

Lo()k Sharp 
It's a favorite pastime of editors to save some of the 

more interesting but as yet unprinted letters-to-the
editor for a single, e1l masse publication. I'm not going 
to sink that low. Most of them are more silly than 
funny, anyh,>w. 

Some, however, are truly sad, It's very frustrating 
for the Hamevaser staff to stay up nights correcting 
and polishing when the letters we receive indicate that 
some of our readers don't bother reading the black and 
white. More precisely, I suspect --there's a problem of 
sloppy reading. 

One letter, from an anonymous YU alumna living in 
Israel, comments on Charles Abrams' article, 
"Women Behind the Pulpit" (Dec. 2, 1983). She is 
distressed at his suggestion that the JTS vote is waking 
Hp Orthodoxy to the "women" issue. Perhaps it's true 
and perhaps it isn't, but Mr. Abrams didn't say so. He 
did say it "merely refocuses our attention on a problem 
which has existed for many years. The problem .. .is one 
tqat has been grappled with many times.'' 

Please, Miss/ Mrs., look sharp. 

One MQrl!I Time 
The same writer, different article, tried to pin on YU 

the beliefs that Joey Lipner used in order to define the 
C<::mservative movement in his printed response to last 
issue's letter (12/2/83). Is it possible to write an 
objective article without being accused of taking sides'! 
Twice? I'm beginning to wonder. 

And how did the school get mixed up in this? The 
small print on page 2 reads "The views of signed 
articles are those of the individual authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion of Hamevaser or 
Yeshiva University." Nov. it's in large print, so no 
exc.uses. Don't drag the school into newspaper 
politics. They have their own things to worry about. 

practicing .lawyer, YC '71, llRGS '74, RIETS '75, Althollgh admiuedly an amateur in th,, pnmiM of 
Referring to Larry Ym/elson·sarticleon the New York !aw in this state. I think that the Get Lawis not so good 
State Ger Law, he disparaged thc,se who t'eel more for the Jews. 
stror.g!y about the legal principles involved. than the 
importance of dealing with the "unscrupulous sub- Bllt please, folk.v, k,•ep wri1it11(. At th,• verv lean ii 
humans" who cause misery to innocent Jewish gives me something lo read durirtR flinch. ' 

women. 
Firstly, a lawyer should know better than to use 

.terms like "sub-humans" in a logical argument. 
Secondly, no o·ne said they fell"more strongly"about 
one than the other. Both !IA r. Stern and Mr. Lewin 
were assessing the merits and flaws of the law from a 
legal point of view. Neither one addressed the balance 
of the )egal / religious perspectives, 

Most alarming, however, is the irnplication bv 
Rabbi Reichel that rigid adherence to New York law~ 
shQuld be. suspenqed in order to accomodate these 
victimized wo,men. He seems shocked that 
"sophisticated Yeshiva College graduates .. could 
support the separation of church and state in spite of 
the distressing situation faced by the Orthodox 
community. 

l) Just because something is "good for the Jews" 
doesn't mean. it should transcend our obligation as 
American citizens to preserve the laws of this countrv. 

2) The purpose of the church/ state separation in the 
Constitution is to protect religion. We are much better 
off with the separation, even if it means solving our 
problems .without the help of Governor Cuomo, than 

Falashas' Plight 
Dear Editor; 

As someone particularly concerned with the plight 
of Ethiopian Jews, I was interes1ed in David 
. Rosenherg's ,article "Two Groups, Two Vie;_,s of 
Falashas" in the October 27 issue of Hamevaser. l 
believe, however, that you "ould have presented a 
more b<\lanced picture of the situationjf you had 
includ.;;cf oilier views --e.g .• views of memliers of the 
American Association for Ethiopian Jews (AAEJ) or 
the North American Conference on Ethiopian Jews 
(NAC'Ol:'J), or of people who attended the October 30 
national conference on Ethiopian Jews in the 
Washington, D.C. area. According to manv of these 
peole, the Falashas' condition is still very bleak. 

The most glaring omission in your article is ib 
failure to mention the drought and famine now 
affocting much of Africa, including Ehthiopia. A 
member of Catholic Relief Services working in 
Ethiopia testifed at a recent House subcommittee 
hearing on the food crisis in Africa that manv 
Ethiopians suffer from severe malnutrition and 
disease as a result of lack of food. 

I don't know when the World Jewish Congress 
group visited Ethiopia, but the quotation that they 
"found no signs of hunger" is misleading since both 
U.S. representatives in Congress and State 
Department officials admit that a severe famine has 
struck Ethiopia and that signficant problems exist in 
getting emergency (ood to the people who need it. 

Yeshiva University students who wish to know more 
about the Falashas should contact the American 
Associati.on for Ethiopian Jews, 2789 Oak Street, 
Highland Park, Illinois 60035, or the North American 
Conference on Ethiopian Jewry, c/o Lincoln Square 
Synagogue. 200 Amsterdam Avenue. New York, N. Y. 
10023. They. can provide lists of appropriate books, 
articles, films, slides and tapes, The Jewish Media 
Serive, 15 East 26th Street, New York, 10010, also has 
a suppy of up-to-date material on the Falashas. 

l hope you will print reports of the Falashas' 
situation regularly. Thank you for your attention. 

Sincerely yours, 
Gitelle Rapoport 

is he .ia Qr i& he 1Jin!t7 
Frofn the Titles department,~ couple of coirec11<,ns: 

HAMEVASf,R has rescinded neither Dr, Louis, 
Feldman's Ph.D. nor Rabhi Saul Liebs:rman's 
semicha, Both a.re entitled to their we!l-earoed 
designations. 

Back to the subject of ''time:" 
As l began this ramble and searched for a theme to 

tie it all. t<>gethcr (which, yo11 will n()tc, l never 
found).my junior Feature Editor suggested I include 
~ometopical item:;: My paper on William \Vordsworth 
for Dr. Fleisher was three days late and not begun: I 
hadn.'t written home in three weeks: Thom'as Becket 
(who is posthumously responsible for The Comer burr 
Tale:, and for which is eternally damned) celebrated his 
_ror1zeil on December 29; and the fall of Western 
Civilization was imminent. 

Since only .the last of these was relevant to the 
general readership, l dropped the whole lot. 

Except one; Hi, Mom. · 
SHALOM D. STONE 

"Perhaps a lunatic a'as Jimpfr a minority <1{011e." 
Geor/(c On,·e/1. 1984 

Volunteers Needed 
As Much Time As You Can 

Give 
Dear Student; 

My name is Dr. Charles Kremer and I am President 
of the Committee to Bring J\iazi Criminals to justice in 
USA Inc. For over thirty years I have worked to bring 
to justice. criminals living in the United St;Itcs. 

At a time when anti-Semithm and anti-Zionism are 
on the rise. this work becomes even more criticaL 
However I need your help. 

I need people to help organize my archives, type my 
autobiography, and in gencnil, help me with my work. 
Whatever time you can give to this cause. even an hour 
a week, will be appreciated. Our office are at I 35 West 
106th St., Apartment 2-M. Hours are generally 10:00 
A.M.-6:00 P.M. However, we can make special 
arrangements to fit your scl'!edule. 

Please call inc at the office at 866-0692, or at night at 
799-0135, if you can give some time. 

Thank you very much. Sincerely, 
Dr. Charles H. Kremer 

Listen to the 

TORAH STUDY HOUR 
with 

RABBI HESBY REICHMAN 
(Rosh HaYeshiva MYP) 

9:05-9:30 P.M. 

and 

11:05-11:30 P.M, 
:i,,n •,:i, 

Y1.:l1U:1 n1U1!l:l 

Kll1'1 Kl'lY::11 

Tapes Available/Call 942-5482 
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·T>h•.·.··.'-".~.:." 1\ l'l' .. '"'h··• ··.··.'.'. .• '';:. •· ... o··oo·.··.~.,-•.• ., : .. ,~1:11 ,.·.go .. es'<,lnJ6.$days·a.· ... x.ea.r.f P ..... r"m.t.lj.eni~d. ia.'s wants to cpve,r a. press . c<1n,!)l·ence m. roo. o e <'le ·.. 1ss10n. on ,, th 

·.· .· ere .~r~ more .I lilt ;,w, . '<.C"'S H I , • [ • . 'f ti ld I II cortce,:ned with a pastic11Jar is~~e-,J mean, St a'l~J~eXi!Ygtrn Avenue. He recalls 

·½'lillting t<; l~i>V" Rll$sia:Co1.1 .atl fr1!nt¥'. "'f>'l)} <l y•tw, {S }e. sa1;1e? swy .·~. · w.h .... 1 .. i.w ..... a .. n .... l5.··.·'. '···.l···'.h. o,··.·.w .... ·.·. ta ... · .... 1 .. k .. in .. g h .. e .. µ.·.d .. ··. '.t .. :.· b J.r.Jned. by·' .. ;-°. t.e. f .. a ... 1 .. housand people 
. ·"-'i· j•:t/s ••• J ff .·.· 1.:.1,e th;;.t1me-cc·harrassment~, . .lleatmgs .. arrests. . . . . ..... f l d ,d d. d 

!l~~lelY. ?r: ?"~';' J~rye~jlr'll'~ . . .. arid denial$, Sli whit's n~w·u . ''Tl)e p~esf,ru.~s ,oeycles,'' he. says !IS e ·>Prm an proteste . each 

n,.g_~l)t,;¥et for·a·.varyetypJ;r.~~pns-,1101 .. • · -, • .·. ·. > < , . bI. k . , · - · .. :·, ... 'n.·. ev.·.· .• -.,.·.'··.· .. •.· .•. re ... · ... ·.·r0 .. '.···.1.·.·.··.'.·.'.n.,.· ... 's.". vi.e .. t J .... t,."'.·.·.ry ·.1.'o ... r da/pn Shc!laral)Slcy's .behalf. 
least.o(Wnic.frJi.t!\c,tiri\:g1c. per~lstei\1:~ of j'r;111ronted Wllh}?IS . Cf . s,enano, 
•:h ,: •.,·.···s· ii• j c ·: l be ·.•· · 1 ; · ;,cuvist Jea.der~ are "'Wt1ng.t-0 develop a1y.hile,.t11~11nipw on· tqqthe(things. Ch~nnel 2's.Jirµ Jensen, lived direct Iv 

t .~::•5St\•t .. ·;~v etJ,W~ 1?\ ... · r~n•e :'' 11.,.J 'str~\egies t~ keepthe'lssue.ir1 th~ •E~·er.ything; gels its d.ay.in the ~un and. :;Jcrossthe street fro.m.the. mission. /\t th~ 

:U:\l~/f~·~s-~~~-~l~,tjh¥,< -.. :.·:.:,__:>\,\·-,-:_;·_: \·.,··:.- · 1ruh:i~--~~:e:.:·1n'th~~ar1y ~97{)·s,,\ii't,J~\;,·Jsh tneh'.{!$\ifOpped/··· rfili~-~-- ··],b·n·:5e-r(·s 'ia~·e. \Va~ visibk 

:;:-•.'· n.tld_on .. ~ . .l.'../,'C .. 0!1 .. ·~.e.\i.Jli-~.· .. o.n .. -.)'r1 ........ · . 
'· " b Li · Qe.le11se 1 ... e.a•g, UC garneted extcris.i\ie.pres.s Wou. gho.unhe ci.ty on bus an. d. billboard 

;1'1.s. tm .. o. nt .... '.' .. 't ... \' •·.P ... \O.P... · .. 
" · d d ad.s bc~rh1g; . .th.• e.•l.og. an. o. f l.1is new., sho\\: 
' .. e.s~e'l" ... r. ,.· rove. l".· .. · 9 

~:U~~rj~i,~lJlY~\n.~:.?,q~Jft ..... ·. . ... ,, .... __ _._ ___ __ . __ . __ ., _ _ _ _ ___ .. _ _ '~lf::it_coi;i~ern,s-~yo:u~·-it_cons;:_ernsus." 

e>µp l;as.~?ne in I.he • "liil qf<lei .to gft C()l'.rrag,:· j<Ju)ulfill 'S("'reotypef_voutfret~e~ .. the \V:.;~~1:1iW~'~~ ;;~yhvou~:,~,t ;:~·:::!~:: 
,n'!veI11e~t'!\;J9-'rfat his\"')\ the gr,mp !C .. r .. e" .. ·tnin. i ..... ·.·.t. ,. o.wd .. s.· ... •N .. o ... ··. fl. n ... e .. w· .a'.·.'.ls ... · ... t .. Q c. o ... · .. v .. e .. r q.p .. r.·.e .... s. sco.nfi ... er. e1te·"· .e. ... c.o ... n.cr.rne.d··.· 1 · · ·· · d · 
Y.~~eij.: \ .·.~fl.: .-i~.·1f.~ ·;its .... {)·\\!~ .. _·.·p1:1~li_ii: rclµ._t_ions , , l'k h d 9,. •t _-cO.n~~T_?s.-u5-,: ._oes·_JtcOncern yon?' But 

Jinn, O!W of(~ natibn} j~Hl~l- witli apqrtic11:la,: iss«e, L,neqn, it;f1:o wants to: sh()H/ ta. ing .. e.a. s. , - ~;~,. ::.:~~te .. qep~;;;~i~7;r ~.~;~,~·.'~-1.:n~Cc\l~; 

T·il·e·I···mi·n·.·· .. ·•.a ... n!l.,.:·• ... d .. e .•. · .. tail,.·. ".·1.; 1.~e ... ·.c. a.Jnpai.isn.•. fllennRicl;ier, $tudent Struggle/or Soviet Je»Jry. 
-- • • < ·d ~ L s· ' . ' ro·ri ::th4( tl1a'H·er. Ob'viously, \\·hat 

J\a\l:f'l}~!;.~~l)JeV<.'a-!e .. ,.,uh.J1lll,}P~rr: 
·p:i,sidelit l}{.J)C:SJ; s.a:YsJbe,decision li> coneernet! .us did no.t concern them." 

':~:~~e\:;~j~~\!~;~$i}l.~:~1.-_,,PU;hr(c_·\T~.1~:1t~:n·s ~o_v~,t-ate . .-1\l_r,, Jht>Jss'.i1_~- 'b):-\·fitlfra~sing_ la~:.is·t~xt_C, .. tlst~t _arid (\'>ritipu·ous.C_t~Vernge· But t~i, Je.IlSe:·11,, th.ings lookt~d dif!n.:111 

.:~? .. ~_s·uttaf~t~_as_t~~-d~:·b~ca~s.e~~V~~-~inf~ So.yict diplo.mae,;_ .au~ :b()rnbing So\ict {)n -~1,t.~~pe~;s,.t,_f t.he ... ~(>viet J~.tTY..is:;,ue-,1s from.·the·. other .. end; 

. th~ ~(iviet~ irivad~d .. ~'f,gh~ni~tal!. \here missiops. part orthd!'larg.et.lcwishcovcral;le, T~ey "Demon~trations go. on nearly CIC!\ 

.. b~.f~'~}:9:,._~~~~-?t,.-1~,_fi:ii~.:r·.~Yef&g~-··l:,t·~pvi~t' l\~_.t)st_~·ct_i_~,,i~t.s~:.1_h9Ui!h. ~~\;e .follo\v.C~--:~\:.:11.~.~~t:~ti~-i~~ue::_i~ .. ·m.Ut;h_t~~ sam_e_..~~~Y..1:h~t day ,irt ,front pf t-he· Sqvic,t 'M·issio1L .. hL' 

··Je._~·ry,:_.:_A,.Jl~:.~f':11:~-:;-s,~e,it~d-~~-~~-tll~ _ne,~d.·-~s i~:~.s · .. ~.il,itant,<C~~tt~~--" .. io.: pro_te~_t' ·Sc,vie_t'-~~~~1c:~l·, · .. ~J~W~r.argr_s '·l;qvc_r .' ;thc .. ir_ :· ·spor,ts c_X'pfaitis:,:._ "A.'nd. 'it's' imp<)Ssiblc 1() kc(:r 

'.e.ven'gtiaJef:a.ntt·.01qr~,urg~i:itJJ:i:~~·t"re-r:;? p.olj~if!s_,.Jhey: haV_t:·9e __ m,~mst.~aJ,.ed·_i.n th(~1c·~1n~-~ p:.U'b·1_if ·s~_hn_ols. :_~ nd c-ity track .of ,vho's prmest_ing v.·hat. .. 

'1':he:_soVtei::JeWfv-Riove:nie·flt.'(ihj(!C,i ,t,f ··::_s1,:_eetti·:.an_d_. _;srea'-he~d~? _.hund_r~ds o,f g1)~'t:I_'J1ffl~n: ,::·-:a~.: ... a .. -regu~ar .beat· A\ked ,, a6-:o.ut. this sprci!ic incid(nt. 

·:wcii~d_:_.:,.'~'l_f~tp~~,'>{O~g~i--_ri1ft.~~h.~·.'.:ifiedf~ lCtte_t~_~'fitin~,-. :.eiimpa+¥ns. to_ ·sov..iet .. Jn :th~ medi~, -Soviet,.Jewry·· iS move. Jensen, sa\'s 'he· ·_has_.: np· r~c.ollettion pt 

~[)l~_aign\.¥_.-·m)-W :·s~.a_n.cJ~:-··.~t·;-a ·c,r(ti_c_al: officials_.ai;id_Jo .. u_._S,_:.~-?1:?~~~s?:~n. __ !'°: po~tJfui_a_1a-~~·.m_ai1figt}t;,,i~sue,..tha1,1asa enc.OUJJ_te_ring. either· Weiss, or till'. 

_ju:~~tu_re_. .. -in' ·:its, .. ~l_g~t'· tn,' r(!~a,i!l, wo:rJ~· ~e~~: :t:h~ .. p~b,li~ .. : ~-br~ast, of:' the,. la_test Jew_is_h:i_sS,J,Je: ",;i,~lY~. S1,1_z~nne (iarmcn.t-~.3,n pr_ot~~;~u~ .. ·.A!)?' he .. ~JJgfily denic-. t_lll' 

atten(ion.: .... t!nt.il"·recentlv, ·-mµcll ()f ttte a~_re5-ts_~ tri?_tJs ~nd·_e1n!gra.t1<:w.fi.gur.~s,.:he~ ~ss?ci3-1~.- -c~it.or_: (~'..'· the_. .)ViH Stn~ct_ aUeg3:tio·.n t'ha't f).e·was not concerncth\ 1th 

qi:d'_1e;ine.~fs_s~ .. ~c¢~_s:-n~~--~e~'. -~asea. .?"·l~~ .h~Y:t; se~t:'~ut_ ... 1~ter~.~1Y_ t __ h(!~San?.s;of p:ess Journal. -~YtlJ ttil~:.e to remember th.at we Sl,1ch;tf,afisky) ·PJigbt. 

)~a-~ifit~--~q. __ gef :~l~:e.:,Pr_ess.:~~Ye~~ge fo~. th.e ·r~Jem\eS:: _JheJ_...ha_v~,-~1.s.o c~e~ted ~ ~le:" ~1f i_n tl)e_.t11ediaar~··ilJ·the:~~ll-l_i_n~~\:Qf ~X:dll'Og Sti11,.few U:ttivists_a_rC willing to gi\ l' up 

hui>d~i,d~ o( tbot,sani:is of SovietJew> ill]aginati·w and wel!0atle~ded. mqlia and educ_llliiiga ~ide.generai audience-- the fight. 

w,obo. h_aye:Ilot .b:een,-3:"t,le l.°,.-enlig,ra!e.. .even_.ts+ .'. i-n~fu.~Jn_g, ,Sohdi3.dt_.v .... nav_~ and· the besfwliY.'to'do that. is in-the-most "'.We':, .have' .. to ·be realist.ii; ... says Kall' 

·• B1,1l .. !'g"/'1Sl a qackgr1?U:HP of Srh~rnnsky D~Y- and .. the ... Nation~! universal Jerms ·rossibl~-" Garll)ent says Halpern, public relations dircCl<ll ol the 

;·~:et~r,.~~-r~t~_Pg,:_,~~:ial_~<m~_..: b~t:~e_e_n .. !~e $'ab_b~th_f-0r,.Soy_i_l;!t _Je\ny. th.is lead_s ··:.~c;fitOr.s .to gr()up S(hiet Narionat. Conference ·or\ _Soviet .!,:wry 

,;U~lfed:S~~~~.nd _th~_.~,0:vi~t:._lJ_ni_o1:i,, QDlY ~-·.1ndivjd1iaI cas1~s:: Uke.-·shcfo1ranslcY ,~Jw~enlk,S:'t~g~(he'r wit_l_l-num1?:°~l~ other. HY.°:u· can_\eJ.pe,ct .~rticlcs on tl1c llfH'.(l 

'1-1,Jt;w,,"'.~re ;illo\Veil 1ote~ye tlwSe>,ie\ mttstrste • th.e pn1blen1, ;, .• sl)ys. • Glenn oppresse~ peoples: in• ,he limited space . page of the Ne.w York Times cw, da1 

liiii~.n~-- ,•]ast -~.9r:ith_:~d.~w~.· ::f(·?rn' ·· ... ~~ Rh::IJ.t~f: _ninio_~al.-cpordi~~tor.of ~tu(ien,t ava,ila\lle., th_e hµman righh of al!· th,ese ~hen- v·ou·-d.O,n't,·SCC lbcit covcragt.· for I hl' 

lJa~ ·4: •. ®;Q_.~.-m~mt_h._i,_n_ St,rug·gh:;_tor S_Q~iet -3:ewry. '"If he.leaves groups·Jt,re ·t-r_ea!,'t:~ .. as gen~r.ici.~su_e·. nuclear ~rms. racC:-:-thc most :-ignitican1 

_p..·_.' :~:as .. -:~ls~ ...... ~-:~-en R~s~_ia _t~e ·pn~bl~m.·will stiH remain_: rhe The real ,problem. :-;he says, is that ···The i,ss·ue of' P.l':r _day. t• 

'i~.().tJl.Pa.~~e_~~,by_~:~r~.a~i,C;J_e~~i_sence,?f 'j~s?~1;_,wi!i ,C(}fil:ippe~.9.n,ly;the_,-r.IayerJ w.Pl _press g~ts tit~d:_t?fany hum_hnitari'an,'i~sue ,it .i.s tp· deal with this dilemma th:1! 

!>ifici<)lly, ia?ctio(led. ;nti-~emltism i!) chapge "To. the press .and ge~~raJpublic after awhil.e. especia)ly wh~n tha!. issue Ly9n Sini;er has hired · her high-pri,cJ 

-· R~s~l.r: :--·' ._:.::'··.,:":,a' : .'. ', :-_·:' ': the .. ·-s~_c_qis~lve ' S,1,t[-f~re~s .. _. S{Yon_,. .b~gi,n ''to sCe.tfls intrac.tabie.:·· p_ublic-reJat,ions, ,fi.rm. 

The',- me6ia ,haVe·.aUotte(f .a.Ji.ttfo news h?ok_'-faceles~ ··an·d _·1_.nterc'nang~a_ble. With rcl4UOns· · .b.etw~.en the '"t\\'o :·.·~we sfnl'pty C{Ul~t. let .ourselves hecn!l1l' 

s~qe\ot~esee'x~nts'.Part'IPJ\iy;IHy,s:lY Q11ting.the pastJew.mo.IJths, a few sup,rpowexs··.gettingfrostier, the frustrated,ff•she savs "We've made :1 

,a..:tivi~ts,. the. Western pre,s is [ini!i11g othe\kinds of teclmiqu~.s ha.ve worked prospects of any progress in the huma!} major co111mit1nent to two-and-hall 

Snv]e,tJcwry)e,,i an~Jess nel>/sworthr, reasonably well in ... gaining .·pr.ess rights. arena are bleak; X~tSovieLlewry m.illi.on· human beings, and we ha\C to 

eve.11 1>s the. sltuati.oo /)ec?mes mnre coverage. for jn~tan.ce.,1he day after ap(ivists say.\hey must keep the story ke~p tMt.comrriitment to the best of 0,11 

.ur~'l'; .!Ind .m~nysovi~t Je'\\!s stam;! in Soviet Premier Leonid. Br.ezhnev's death alive in tbe press. ahility,Thatmeans we're going to keep 

more need !if pnb)idty fot thei~ plighr "'.aS annoUIJced, l{ichter's gio11p held '1 lgor Rekhlin; a< journalist .. who plugging away for every column-inch of 

:,"'4.t?::>;~.'~f\awc./',,~~Y:s,!~n1 Tn_~iz~-~£1.-~ f ";~~~-Z.~~,i~ ~s. u.,~-~\:le~Q.fl.~.trit_io·n,.att_h_e emigtate4. · fro_m · t.he ·.Soviet. lJ niOn .three l"JrCs~:c·overage. We. can· get ... 

l'.'lliC;s:first{.'.1'1I1e_ra;''"buI 1:<e1". \'qrR offices ofJ\enjflot,.theSo~i~t yeiirs ·. "l!o, says; ;,Without the· West's 

don't . i1a.ve H1e lu~ury of a,irline CBS cQ-;ered thedelJl.onstration aw~reness oftheir plight, the refu.seni ks 

J)lltt.(ng~l;le.thi~g on t~e·~ir beea.use i•t )iv;el!ndfX .11Um.ber.9fother·br<>,>d,ast and would· never get out ofthe.~Qveit Union." 

.... i1.11ere.ts U.fllr ~)hi?k it'siII!po~tlJtl\. ~y pr.int "~lets ga~e i/ play shorfly l\fter, But he ~dds tnat~he res.umption of co.Id 

. ;,1.yful necc;,ssity; it's tbe hre~\iIJS,' 11ews, : ::;\Ve gl!~e the I]) a lo~l ~ngk <)0 the w11r rhetode wjlt on)v add to the 

· lhe,mp~ttimtly evel)t$.tf\atgetcr>"ered:'' br"!'l<.in~:nel"s stocy,of the,week.," says .difficulth:s faced bv American 

··• .. To. edµ"'\\e vie"'ers "" art /ssti~ fak;,s · Richter,. dbpkl ying a .. v.erceptiyene.ss of journal.ists. . . . . . • · 

/im,e-.. .a preciqus·ce>.mlilodity.inJhenews. .the media.·s. own m;eds as keel\ as. his ;\ )!ear ago, Anatojy Shcharansky went 

J.· ... '.o.··.•.·.·.·.·• .. ·.··;··· .•. •.1. 11.·.· .. ·• .. · .. ·· .. ,'.• .. •·.1-1 .. ·.·.•·•.·.• .. ···.• ... ·•.A.· ............ '.·'.M ... ·••·· ... '.·.·.e.·.i··.•.v.·.·· ...... · .. · ... ~ •.. •.··• ... s .. ··•.· ... •··.·.·.·.·.e.· ..... ·•.····· .. •.·.·•~.···.·• 

.t\ND HAYE>FU.N.1··. 
Attention un1ercfassmen,: 1re · .. you 

intereited. i? <l<1i!lg some wor:th'l'l!ile 
workfQrH,a~ev,.ser, but can't .ha~dlet!\e 
basic English ·. gramll)ar'/ • A ·. f!l~ture; . 
r~p<>nsibl~ .underclllssm.an. is l)e~ded f<>t 

s.ori)e nork1if~~ary ta~ks: .; . Ex~elfent 
opport1111ity for fut!lre board po~ition: 

~ee. Sha.lom in 1).-1512 Qr .St;,ye in R2Q2. 

Co;i.1·ri!{h1 JeH:1:;,1z. Srwlent Pr(',\.\ 
Serl'ice, Decemher I 983 

Lee.<· ·Krav,il.Z, a .re-cefJt graduaie 1?! 

Cuftj;nbia Um:.\•er.~itr\ Graduate School 

Of-.J~mr,)i'lllisi'n;."~ ·i,\i a·f,ee-limce u-riter in 

Nell' York City. 

TJ\e Editor-in-Chief and Governing 
Boardofll~l!le•a~er wish a hearty Ma:el 

T,;v to • former ·. Technical Editor ze, 
Berman 9n .. J\is marriage to Judy Hecht. 

Al~o. Maiel tovto the parents Dr. and 

M~. Michad.Hecht and Rabbi and Mrs 

J.ulh1s Berman. 



Rabbi.Alvin Marcus 
Elected .. President·of RA· 

Jy JP NATHAN SCHMEtU 

.• Rabl)i • J\lvin M:u·cus. · musmach of 
RI.!o1'S and. ~pidiual head of 
f.;qngregqtionAhava,uiehim BnaiJa\'t>b 
aheff)avid in Paramus: N ..J .• was electe!i 
11re~ident df the Rabbinic Alum.ni of 
)'eshiva.Universit~ in a conventi.on which 
w~s·.·IJ~J(ljn ()clober, 

tRa,bbini, Alumni wasfoulJded in the 
!930s toe~hanc~the principles and.ideals· 
of me Yeshiva. provide guidance to 
stu~epts. andcomplimet1tJl(e curriculum 
ofthr. smicha program," according to 
R.abhi Avrahain.'Avtech. {)irr.(tor .-,fthe 
QftjceofCo.rnmunal Servi.ces, 

RabbiJ.lic 'Alumni consists· of. 1800 
Rabbis who have. been ordained bv 
RIFTS and. are currently. servit1g in th~ 
United$tates an.d .abroad. They \Vo.rk as 
leaders in the Jewish community as Hillel 
djfeCtofS. fCilchers., and adinin!Stiatbrs 
r.or· )ew'i.sh· ~Ou.cation,_. :iiS WCH: .. as 
ex~cuii\'e_s ·iQ .community· agencies· a·nd 
other _fuilc'L_ionaries. ApprOX.irnate_Jy 200 
RIETsa.tumnireside in Israel where thcv 
occupy inip<)rtant, roles of leadership i~ 
thcit' nation's milit~try. civil. ·service, 
hospitals. u.niversities. kibhtJttim and 
private bu.iinCss sector, 

Rabbi Ml\rcus is experience(! in the 
field· of corilmu·nity- .service; he ha~ 
f)rc\'·i.oUsly contri'blned to vital 
c;Hn't)1ittees. su.ch a.s the R~bbiriicai 
!..\rnncil. of·"J\reW _' Jc.i·S_cy: 'Fh_e Exe'-ut_iY.t'
Oommittee \lf .the Rabbinic Oouncil 01 · 

A qi~Vi~~~-" .· uw. Je'\\lis h :· J~ ed __ e.1_:at iO'n_s'>. o'i 
TvletropQ!itan New. J~rsey. and othc, 
<H-ga.nizati·ons .. which _·haye workec 
exstensively to bols-te.r Jewis·h educatiO'n 
in AOlCih:a. 

As President of Rabbinic. Al111nni 
.Ra.b~i.,._M.'ar~us· _top _priority will_ ·he tp 

cstablis·h. a task force to~work wi.1h thi..'. 
P.'e"p3rfn:ient · Of Community Servi_ccs · (l' 

Y. U._ ... e.~'cdli,r4gig prom_isio·g young me, 

t!L seek. position, ill. !he Rabbinate. 
"'There is a need. for strong community 
R~bbinic lea.der,;hip'. and. young. men 
s_h:~~M_ thi?_k .. of i_t as a fi1_st_:r_ather_th.~"-1.ast 
choice for a. profession,'.' ~~bbi Marcus 
said in an interyiew l~st week. He went on 
to 1escribe the rnbbinate as a satisfying 
vocation and C;Jlling. 

Rabbi Marcus 

Kahbi Marcus ma·intai.ned that 
financ_la_1 assis.ta~·:e .. nceQ: U,Ol ,_be·.th~ only 
d.irect reawn for inqebte<lness to Yeshiva 
C()lle¥e:- Any s_tq_d~~t_:,whn.:att~~-ds, (}Wes 
Yeshiva ooilege both rnoral support as 
well as finandal s,upport. He noted that 
RIFTS is underra.te/l by. many people 
~vho don't appreciate\he scholarship and 
l~arning which .takcs.,_placc in the student 
hody and faculty. ···there is a need for 
YeShiva Unfrersity to project its Roshe-i 
Yeshiva to the .Jewish community," the 
newly elected President main.tained. 

Standing By 
By NA Tl HELF GOT 

Although Chanuka is behind us. I 
wou1d like to re!Jcct fora moment on this 
past year's Chagiga. Unfortuntely. as has 
been the pattern overt he past few years. 
the . .turnout was rather low and would 
hav.e been lower had it pot been bolstered 
by a large contingent of High Sch1>0I 
students. The interesting fact is that the 
''no s.hows" were comprised of three 
major groups of stud.ents: (I) Those who 
have nqaffin.ity to the Bai.s Midrash and 
therdore had no reason to attend the 
Chagiga; (2) Those burdened with 
)11idtenns who could not spare a moment 
arntpresuqiab!y would not have been 
iearqingaHhe time either; (3) A group of 
bQchriiu who were learning in side 
mom's, dorm .rooms. or their homes 
during the chagig'!, 

It is this latter group upon whom. I wish 
fOfocus my attention. This group has. a 
ti'erite11dou.s affinity for the Beit Midrash 

and this is why 1. find it difficult to 
understand their attitude. It is a well
known custom to have a Chanukah 
Ohagiga where everybody sets the night 
aside for eating. singing. dancing. and 
divrei Torah. It is at this time that we 
celebrate the miracle of Ohanuka and 
what it represents to us. Why is it. then, 
that students in Y.U .• unlike those in 
other Yeshivot. begin to make 
calculations as to the wisdom of a 
Chagiga'? Indeed, ten Roshei Yeshivah 
felt that it was worth their precious time 
to come and participate with the Bnei 
Yeshiva in this. year's celebration. 
Moreover, what kind of impression does 
a young high school student get when his 
other Chavrusa ·· who is supposed to act 
as a role model·---does not attend the 
Chagiga'? 

The question here is not one of the 
worthiness of doing a bit of dancing. or 
hearing a shmooze from Rav Tendler. It 

(Continued on page 6) 

Interview.· With Rabbi Riskin 
( Continued from page l) 

Yisrael will be es.tabli~hed bt any means 
other tha11 ha.I11cha, I.hen w~ :WHI have tp 
establish sifrei yuchsilJ. and makea 
_t_erri~l~ .deava_ge ... bet ween:. Je~s in. ·lsrllet 
this js an impossible situation. 
Q-What js your }ttitude bn the 
polarization bety.ieen the ~·bl;u;k ~, yeshiva 
world and the "white" world in America 
and in Israel? 
A•lt is interesting.I havedif!~rtntViews 
on both ~laces, In America, I \hink we 
have to come closer to the ."b.lack world,'.' 
In other words, I.think the9nly way We 
Will_.nor·assimilate in A_:_mehcff i,s __ if .we:are 
relgi(m~ and observant and .build.walls in 
order. w 5:eparaic_ oµrseives from 1he 
gen,tile comin~nity_ ·b_eca_use'. .the ge·ni.ile 
community no longer has those walls. 
That means .little tl)ings like tzitzits out. 
As ·the MidraSh states about our 
forcfat.hers in Egypt. that they did not 
change their dress; ·names andJanguag~, 
This . enabled them to ,.urvive the 
Egyptian exile. I think the Arnerican 
Jew·ish commuriitv has to become mi)re 
observant if it 'want.'; to·. exist as a 

A-Ye~, I don't think vou can send,a 
normal studer;t to an !sr;cli yeshiva. give 
hirn one shiur a day and expect hun. to 
truly .team. It has to be a mote 
ed.ucational experience on•• to(l of (flt 
religious experien~e. I thin~ that there. 
has .to re ,1.bjective testing. arid.the 
students. h~ve t.o be guided .in term~ of 
theirJearning. 
Q-Hasicalty. ynu 're advoc1ttil1g 
.changing the format of a. normal H;raeli 
yeshiv;i'! 

A-ihat's right 
Q.--You were at the forefront 1>f the 
Soviet Jewrv movement· when it started 
in tlie. 60s: What', your outl.ook n<)W'/ 

A-,We've got to do everything we can; 
there. was- much· less immigration when 
we· sfart(!d than -th~rc ·js noW, We have. to 
do everythirig: We can on tw'o. ·le~-els. 
hringi_i1g Torah into the S()vict Uni.on 
throug.h'caSscttes and ·'ihiurim U'i \H:li ~h 

press_ure for-iminigration. 
Q-J)uring your stay, yoll tv.1\·c he~n 
invohed in .a <liaiogu1: ~t:Tics \\:ith 
'prominent rab_bis and speitkt'rs on the 
future of the Amt:rican Jev.-ish 
community~ If I anr _not mistaken you 

"In America, I thi11k we. have to come closer to the 'black /yeshiva/ 
world'.'' 

community. That includes d~1vening with 
a minvan three~ times a dav and that 
includes a lot of little things. Also we 
rttllsuraln· Our children to understand. the 
differencei . and wh~t keeps us apart. 
Total Commitment on cverv I.eve!. I think 
that the community wllich is mcrre 
observant" is fhc · Comrrilfnit-v which is 
demonst'i-ating its strength. · 

In Israel the problem is a bit more 
complex because of the citizen's 
rcsponsihility to the St::1tc of Israel. 
Rt;ligon must mean more responsibilty 
and not less; this is especially cxprcs~cd in 
terms of armv service, 

The rcligio~1'> Jew in America i:-; seen bj 
all aspects of society as being more 
committed. not less committed. In lsrael, 
those who studv in vcshi\ot ~1iut do not 
express their ·com;nitmcnt hy being 
w.illing. to put their lives on the line in 
effect arc showing less commitment than 
their non-observant brethren, Since in 
Israel today there is the possibili_ty of 
capturing. the imagination, the religious 
commitment of all of lsra.el- -and 
tragically the commandment of the hour 
has· to do with militarv service because 
this is vital to the survi~val of the Jew in 
Eretz Yisrael--·1 believe that the "blae~" 
community has made a grave error in 
ternis of its relationship to army service. 

On the question of women serving. I 
t.hink tha.t the religious position shoo.Id be 
that,either all womel1·go or no womyn_go. 

Q-Army or Sherut Leumi'? 
A-Either evervone does Sherut Leumi 
or some form ~f army ac;cepta.bie to the 
rcligious:commun-ity, but it has to cover 
all religious ·girls. However, again. 
religious Jewry cannot put itself in a 
positiqn where: its lives are less.on the line 
than their non-religious brethren. if it 
expects lo achieve their respect. 
Q-From your involvement over many 
years with high school students. do you 
think there are needs forimp·r.oveme·nts in 
the Israeli programs'? 

wrOtc an article in which you spoke ()O 

Aliyah and the hict that we "are 
witnessing the funeral of American 
.Jewry'"! 
A-lhat's c11rrect. We are today viewing 
the funeral of the American Jewish 
cnmmunitv. The fact i., that 2: J ol 
American ·Jewish children do not recei\·i,:: 
anv Jewish education. The onlv 
coltlmunitics that are going to stay strong 
in America arc the Chassidic and vcshivfl 
comm~rnitics, I believe that. I st-~111d hy 
that statment. and I hclicvt that unless 
the q1mm·unity at .large changes its 
priorities that i!-> going to be the ;.;itwition 
in J\mcric41, J think if we ~n: honc!-.tly 
conc~rnccj for our childri:n an<l 
grandchildren~ because of the way the 
Amcrica.n Jewish communitv looks, Hod 
because of all the posi1i,-e · reasons for 
going to Israel_ every religious Jew has to 
i;on~ider the obligation to live in Israel 
..,eriously. 

rhc National Council of Young ,ls'rael 
has an Israel Scholan.hip Program for 
students attending BM.I. ·1hc deadline 
for applications for next year ls Feb, 29. 
1984. Applications can be obtained from 
NCYI or from Mr. Wachsman. ~413. 

The Editor-in-Chief and Governing 
Board of Hamevaser wish a hearty Ma=el 
Tov to Editor Em eritu~ Adam Karp on 
his engagement to Debhy. 

The Editor-in .. Chief and Governing 
Board of Hamevaser wish a hearty Ma:el 
Tov to Naftali Hammer on his 
engagement to Miriam Gross" 

The Editor-in-Ohief and Governing 
Board of Hamevaser wish a hearty Ma:el 
Tuv to former Associate Editor David 
Jacobs on his marriage to Sai:i Borvick. 
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A1rieli·•·1.nstitute-Fou11ded Arab. SttuJents. ·at Hebrew.- lJ. 
By STEVEN F_. COHEN 

!rt recognitiqn of a 1>ubs(11ntial 
benefaction, _ Yeshiva U 11ivershy 
rresi1ent,• Rahbi _Dr; _Norman Lamm 
re~ently anQOl!nCed the renami.ng of the 
9raduate SchoQl of Jewish Bducation, 
theDiwidj. A1.rieli .Oradu_ate lnsti\ute gf 

Jeo/isfr _ Education and. Admini~traJio~-
> Mr,,1.z[ieJi,a Jeadln!! Canadian archhect 

and developer, hatmaqe l\is contribution 
il"l o~der to promote Jewish education, 
e~geciallythe training .9J Jewisltteachers 
aQd administrators of Jewish schools. 

fv[r.-Azrieli, __ who __ studied M-_Yeshiva 
u"niyersity ii) the 1950'$, hasheen a pillar 
of,upport toworld Jewish education for 
l)J~ny years Tile M o_ntreal builder is a 
major: -· contributor to virtually every. 
univ'ersity .and institute of l)igher 
e(/11catioQ in lsr.aeJ ~s w_eHas ma.ny in 
J'll<;>rth IX!llerica. Mr:,Azrieli, · n,ition_al 
vice;president of Canadian· Friends -Qf 
Yeshiva University, also serves on the_ 

· g<>.yerning. boards of countless Jewis_!> 
otga'.niiaJi_ons/ in. --c~1Ja_da:·. ~ri~ -l_sraei_. 
amongsutiem.State of lsrnel Bonds and 
the Israel Stuqe11t Schplafahip Program 
as.well ~sbeingpresidenrofthe Canadian 

· Zionist Federation. 
'',JfWi~~'-ed_µc'ation_i,S t_he o_n·IY way we 

¢an maintain our Jewishness in · the 
m~~r11 world. Jewish education is_ as 
imp<>rtant; jf not more important, tijan 
·secuJar eQucation,'' h.e-·_said. Moreover, 
<tvfr; "_ .. A_Zrieli_ sees·. the· -irriprovcment "of 
acadernicexcellen~e as direcdy related to 
~mollment. "l;he m~re child~en (in) 
;J~wish .schooL..the better· the schools 
(Will be)." 

The Azrjeli Graduate Institute, located 
in Y.U:'s Midtown Campus, offers a 
masle(s degree · program in Jewish 
eleme11atary·and ·secondary education· as 

W~ll asa t\lli(!Ue doctoral program jn 
educatio~~I admini;;tration. Rabbi· J.)r. 
Yitzchak S. Handel, 4irector of the 
lnstituJe, is very enthusiastic about the 
new. p{ogram. T)le school. which had 
-pn;viou;;ly b.e_cn_._.·_uQc_r. t-tie · au·spi_ces _of 
Y.U.'s Ferkauf Grnduate _School,_ offers 
courses in teaching methodology, Jewis)l 
§tudies, psych11logical -founl)ations, 
Jewish.< scho.ol management. and 
leadership; am9ng otl!ers. 

Dari<! Azrieli 

"Our goal," explairis Rabbi Handel, "i_s 
to train -individuals· ·With intensive 
knpwledge of Jewish studies to be expert 
teachers an_d Lo_ provide an opportunity 
for qualified teachers of Jewish :studies to 
fill a major need and become more 
capable p_rincipals and·.administrators. •.• 

The program, designed to upgrade 
Jewish educational qualifications and 
adminfotration in the· United.·Sfate·s and 
Canada, alsoop_erates a BiockEdµcation 
Proiiram. similar "t<i'the °fllock Program 
of the Wurzweil~r School of_ Social 
W<>rk. With• t_he help ,of Mr. Azrieli, 
Yes_hiva University win be able to assure 
the vibra11cy 6f J,;wish education for 
~tudents, te:·acherS._and administrators of 
Jewish studies. , 

(Continued from page 8) 

irtcrcasingly heMs ti\qiewthat the Arab 
students seem to enter Hebrew Ucsolely 
in order to expl9it it, il~d later will use the 
educatio1i they gai~ here iil \hnlruggle 

against lsraeL A . leaflet ·-· recently 
distributed on campµq,y Rabbi Meir 
Kahane's "Kach" lll\>V~ment (as the 
Jewish Defense- . Uaguc is )mown _ in 
Israel) stressed. this point. "Whf Should 
l:lebrew _ University Train _the f'uJure 
Leadership of thr P.LO,'/," it was 
headlined. The p;ttJlphlet pointed out 
that the P.L.0.'s Minister. of 
Information. SabH .lirvis, holds a 
·Master's degree in Comm~nic<1tions 
from Hebrew U.;. it also cited the case of 
Saie111 Abdul jani.a tloetorJl candid(lte at 
Hebmv U. who intetrupted his studies to 
become the Londof\. spokesman for the_ 
P.LO. in 1978, _but was later awarded his 
Ph.D. nevertheless. 

The Arab _stude~1s· uncompromising 
support f<)r the P.LO. is an additional 
source c,ffriction. p,o-P.LO. rallies held 
on campus. by the Arab Students Front 
have repeatedly sparkeµ violence 

_ between Arab and Jewis_h stud_ents. "Our 
b()ys are sent to l.~banon to give their 
lives in the fight against the.P.!..O .. and 
we're supposed to stay quiet while these 
Arabs here cheer on the I'. L.0.'1" a 
second-year law student named Avi 
recently .· told · a visitini; European 
journalist. "ll'. they try to demonstrate for 
the. P,L.0. hen;, there's going to be 
v'iolcnce, that's certl.\in. '• Few expe_ct the 
Arab students Jo halt their political 
agitation,- howCVer. , Even Dr: Jack 
C6hen. a',dove who 'd)rects the campus 
Hillel, concedes that "All Arab students 
readily and totally i(!entify themselves a_s 

Candle in the Wind 
(Continued from page 8) 

true. Projections based upon tren<ls ar, 
pnly. viable if the trends continue 
unr"anged. They never do, or both 
histcrY aIJd the stc>ck market would be 
eas)'tq predjct. 

Hthereis any pattern in our 1-listory it is 
tllat our exiles end in tragedy. But our 
history i_s alive and changing. not a set of 
repeating pattersn. That_ is why we must 
studyo~r history: to see where we got our 
Torah, how and_ why it changed,and why 
we~re where We are today. 

* •• 
One of the strong points in the YC 

purfi~uh.im _is the' _Jewish- history 
requirement. Unfortunately, in the broad 
scope of a survey course, there _isn\ 
enough time Jor the· students to fully 
develop ;m Understanding of how_ certain 
events and trends have shaped the way we 
live tgda3/->EV~il after seven graduate 
cQurses in Jewish history I still _don't 
k_now enough to be confident during my 
Master's Exam. For111nately, Jewish 
history is not one of the victims of the 
cilrriCUlurh' revfsion. 

W_hile_ it is· possible to be a perfectly 
good Jew without any knowledge of 
history beyond the Exodus and Sinai, it is 
very hard to_ be a thinking Jew without it. 
How can we understand how a Jew 
relates to his country, his leaders, his 
enemies or himself without history'! How 
else can we understand concepts like 
Z'<·hut Avot, or Chev/ei Mashial'h'I 

In this respect, the YC student has a 
trem.endous advantage. The Berni,rd 
Revel Graduate. School of Jewish 
Studies, conveniently located in Furst 
Hall, provides a wealth of knowledge and 
expertise in .Jewish history usually 
unavailab_le to undergraduates. The 
graduate school not only offers.high"level 
cou_rses in J_udaic Studies (which are 
av_ailable to undergraduates), but also 
l_ends tp the college its faculty and a 
positive academic attitude. The study .of 
Jewish history at YC can be a · very 
rewarding experience. Throttgh its study 
we see not only the distinct points i_n Qur 
history: the Exodus, Sinai, the failes, the 
Inquisition, the Holocaust, and the Six 
Day War. We see the many events_ in 
between: i.e .. the c_auses and effects of the 
highly visible events, that when sum!Ded_ 

have a very great impact on_ our lives. 
Thus, the Holocauit is a_ major.event in 

our history bu_t not the basis of it. To 
remember the Holocaast properly ·we 
must mainta_in_ Qur s_trength. We -mu'st 
restore our- -numbets, our spirit, our_ 
Torah and our unity to the level that it 
was before the Holo~a~st, or rather to a 
higher1eveL We must attempt to gain as 
many positive lessons from the bad 
ex-pe_rience as we can., -we must not fall 
into the trap of misusing, misquoting and 
misinterpreting history as Timerman h_as. 

Historian Salo Baron said that there is 
no direct c.orrelation .between the fate .of 
Jews and the fate of Judaism. As long as 
there are any.Jews, Jtidaism will he vit_al. 
We can be. part of this history and that is 
its lesson._ Understal\d .and learn from 
experiences. Hopefully, the students and 
alumni of Yeshiva willtake a<lvan!age of 
t_he unique education ~vailahle to them at 
YU, and use thes.e ~oncepts to further 
their understanding of themselves and 
their pepple. 

Nachum Stone, YC "12. BR.GS '84.J., in 
his second year 111 the Maryland 
Universi(r School of Dentistry. 

·P_alestinicins~. '-' 
lleeause the maj.ority of Arab st11dent. 

live in the H.ebrew University 
dormitories;-cwhereas the majority of 
Israeli ttudents do not---an ~dditlonal 
point ol tension has.emerged: reseIJtnl•ljt 
over social rnixing_ betwe1m Arap men 
and .female J_ewish studems frqm ab.road. 
More than_ l,00() Jewish studems_ from 
the_ U,S., South· Amerlca ••nd Wes.tern 
Eur_ope attend th¢ tlniver~ity's s_peci~I 
One_ Year l'.rogr? m and are_ hoµsed in the 
campus dorms _ alongside the. Ara!, 
smd~nts, The Arab men, who corne from 
ultrasc<>nservati_ve villages where eon.tact 
between_ t_he sexes is strictly prohibited, 
are .'unleased' on campus and tend to be 
socially aggressive, Lynn K, a psychology 
m;Jjor from Pennsylvania studying in the 
One nar Program. says that:he Arab 
"men. are- "ar:rogant; but "in ~ suave w.:ty 
wliich fools a lot of n_aive American 
·gMs.'· 

''Some of the girls. find the Arabli 
~ex_otic·' ·afld are soH_: of fascinate(;!_ by 

them," according to .:Lynn, "There are 
others Who would .never think of going 
out_ with an Arab, but went out with one 
thinking the guy wasan:lsiaeli-- they (!he 
Ar.ib students) speak Hebrew fluently, S(> 

for w,. somchme5 ifs hard, to tell the 
difference." The Hebrew U. campus has 
been. the scene of repeated fistfights 
between Arab men trying to flirt with 
Jewish. women, and enraged Israeli or 
Ani.erican' Jewish students. 

The tensions over Arab-Jewish socia-J 
mixing, like the Arab studcl]ls' support 
for .the .l'.L.O. and their political 
agitation. _ am - problems which braeli 
:-;ociely at large faces from its Arah 
minority. How to deal with these_ 
problems remains one of the m_ost 
formidable challenges facing modern 
Israel. Until !hey are dealt with, they will 
pose an internal threat to thdewish SJatc 
perhaps. as urgent as the cx_ternal menace 
of the armies of Syria. Jordan and Egypt. 

RAFAEL MLDOFF. a Modem Je,.-ish 
History major 01 Bernard Re1•e/ 

Graduate Sdwol. 1).- <'Urrent(r doinK 
research in Israel. 

Student Vaad 
The student vaad was founded this 

year by SOY and MSDCS to acquaint 
the srndents wi!h the issues facing 
Orthodoxy today. Having seen that there 
is a student interest in such activitieS. as 
shown by the success of TSFPOTA Y 
(now THlnc), the vaad is using its 
resowees to bring to YU Jewish leaders. 

According to the SOY president 
Shlomo Huttler, a major organi~erofthe 
group, the vaad is based on the idea that 
the students of our Yeshiva "will 
eventually become both the rabbinic and 
lay leaders of t_he future, and as such we 
feel it imperative to acquaint them with 
the issues facing _orthodox Judaism 
today." 

927-6691--.Brian Aziz.ollouroff 
chairman of the student vaad 






