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as it.were, of,iqr sw,glemil)ded pur~11it.of 
· ~ular goal•.'.i~.in ilse1fa;way of heig~n-, 
mg our sensi11vJ1y towllt9 G!Jd aiw fue w-0,lll 
around us: Tlli.s JsJo li\lY, that not ooly ~an· 
we attain an a~eoess and•appreciati<111 <>f 
G!Jd tlirougli ~. more.overt penonnance 0f 
ritual and prayer :which ,is unique to ~h 
e~ag, bu.t rather the lll'elll, !'roll! the .regµla! 
~ we run ~,eveQT day is in itself I 
a ~n to give pause «!'our .~11oals.: 
in lire'. Just ~ ~r\uiµty to sit b&ek /ind 
indulge m spo~us thougl!I is a breath 
Qffresb air ,to the mii!<I,. aiid it is likely to: 
help.,• apprec~ w~ we.h!ivt and.to 1>e, 
able to ~jze who}is ~ilileJo. j1. 

As .. flte~l!~i 
man)' - . •ll>~lllilll)'$Jml,olie~~~ll~"!',.· 
Tl!el@d~~mightb',1~.bat·long.ai@\l'1lh 
rusing,.llnd ~liag ~~ 0!1I)' for 8 day~ 
will ~e aq annoying,. propse<:t. Nib!lt 
lJle!1 /lUglll,C11sq,, i~ a helplessD<I!, or eve11 • 
an apa,lhY, loWl!.fd:lli<; .. ¥11J!l foy we s~Iµ . 
be celebmlmg, ltjs.for ihi~ precise possibilF. 

Sil:, 
. . . . lay 

•alilll!iugl>t•~~ and fiilli!S,and 
~ ~.tlie.mm4 ~.<»'.~r.fltewaytQf 
Qoil. Oof!li$, andYOJi'll be~q,rjsed ~ !he 
results youi11 get; 

A~IVJI (l.ow ... 
¢ohtnl!111illg Editor 

.~·~· 
Ma11118i~ jljli!Qf • 
·~R~ 

r.,fif~,;li,~~~ 
Y-Sllii!ld!ll3n· 
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Ne~t Year In Jerusalem 

JyWDY -~-G- .• At tw<i i;l,agim llutjrig '11¢ y.ear, .!he. ex~ 
. clama.tioli of "11ex1· yea\' in 1et1.1~lem" is 

•.·· pro<ilai!l)OO in te}il~. Once•at the.end of tl)e 
· neihih ofY om Kippui, lll!d Qn<:e du)'ing the 
. tede~ ,irP~ch. These tv,o holidays a,;e 11!"

bably the lll!)S.l otU,itariding eve.nts of. the 
: ··Jewish people as Ibey relate to the B,it 
if~ and its retnembllU!ce l<lday. t\t 
. Yorn .Ji:ippur, we .remember !he a"!'{kih .'!f 

· l!,e'K,,h,Wnj; SJ!l"liticallY Ill• h<;lines• of the 
~· g,,4(,/ as. he was allowed l<l e111er the. 
~·~;for1tservice ofato11em~nt 
for all the'l1l\11\)11, On PeSacll, .we ~ber 
the kiill'ml!I;' P~ch wlikb represents the 
• re!>ir!h ofa nation, li'om slavery lo freedom, 
Af:~tw;Hime!/;·~.~ ~ves andw. 
~ullstll!ltioti ,of the. avo<la)I ;tod;iy in g<ilut; · 
While we celebrate our freelloro ftmn.slavery 
and rejo~t of alo~ment, we ~· 

1 '.fo. therompkle geulah -.... a restoration of 
tbe l!U•. awidah: .. . . 
• Thee are f*o types of geu/ah wl)~b we al'!: 
ex~itig hi::re; "the phyiljcal and C</ID< 
mµnal; and lh~ spiritual andj1ulividual. On 
Pesach we· celebrate our lill!,raiion,· when 
~ nlim\f~ His gl<)ryfor all. then~ 
I\) see. as '\vell'.lls the:fl~ revelatioli of 

:~lotbeJewishpeop~, "VQ)'Bryiirael 
i1t. ha)la#'l"'l(Mta &lrtirtJSa Ha#,emib'mJt-

·. ~. "'!)'i,v' haail!:et H,µ(,ein,Vayaaminu 
• ~·,;;w~heavao (Smmot 14)" 
•: . : 1'his ~!'Ill' was •• fqst ger,lbh, the for, 
·'!llm!R \if a_.1,1nifil!II nation, Ail..Eliyahll Ki 
· Tov explaJns, Yom tcipj,ut is ·also a day of 

rede111plion, bllt of a differen~ 1111t11re. Once 
i yea. we obtain. "!!eufah ''. ftonfour sins and 
atoneme!ll lelld'mg to a higher spiritual level. 
Rav Kook's (ztf) theory ofuolty and univer
sali$m col!lbiiies the physical and !he spiril1Jal 
into oneredemplion. Relllly, f!lere should be 
iw distinction-,-· the spirimal js.inberent in 
tltephy~u:,;1311d the phsyical i•.• manifesta
tion of.the spiri!WII. We are "8li;ing 1101 only 
for.a.restoration oflheB.eii Homil<!lash, but 
also fur a toial unification, when !he celebra· 
lion of ~ two geulat ~ Pesaeh and Yoro 
Kipplu' will nor !,e distioot as physit•I or 
spirimal afui as national vers11s individual, 
the celebration will be complete orione bar-
men~ level... . . 

The gemarah, Rosh Hashanah (daf Ila), 
discusses, amo~ olher topics, !he daie of the 
final 11eulall: Rabbi Elie:w; "B'msan nigalu, 
I> 'lislirei aJidin llg,ul. " Rabbi Y eshosbua: 
"B 'nisan nigalu, b 'nican aliJin l/gael. " 

Since we &re un&Ure of when the final 
ge,,lah will come, we ask to Ii<, retUm~ to 
Yerul!/,p/ayim during both Nissan and 
'&hrei, to .be s11re (Olsar. llaminhagim). 

At: thi:se two chagim; during our greatest 
joy, we're!llffl11ber Jerusalem, past and pre
sent and. we anlieipatetlte completion of the 
geulah. L 'shana hazot b 'yerushalayim 
~ll!fll. 



la"'.S of:~(tli;:A irulyconsc.ientous person 
will llsk!lOI Wlt'etbf!I' tllliing ~!Ilion might 

, nevenh1>less bere~n,dby,~cha! 
Thero is(l!tied forclarif~tiOI!,- 1118DY 

of the ,ccepte\l,practl~ regl)iding chainetz 
are. iabbini¢ ~trictures, 2) arul, the halachic 
princil!l~ is, c;1ear:,:: tjlat reg~g dll\lger to 
he;1l1h.'the rab~is' did not intend th~ir stric
tures IQ.apply. 11!e !iiffitjilty is in &fSessing 
the. extent ,to whiilh one principle· takes 
precellence over ·another. 

In .the Torah, we are ad.monislied 
"Wllosever ea~ ch!llllelZ (during .Pesacfl) 
will . be cutoff from th~ 1ewisll PeQPle." 
Tatro~ lhie,rp~on of illis pass11ge leads 
to tlie conclusion,lhat one is liable only for 
consumptjoli which is in 'ihe' mariner of 
eating .. ~ Talm11!1 fll(es !()at .if a c.hameti. 
produ,~ !!as f!~fiorate\l to the J)!lint Whl'fe 
it is ''gnfil eve:~, for, a. <log to C!ID~Ul!le, it is 
no I011ger.co11Sidered as. cbaineiz and a per· 
soil .~ho 4oc,s eat it has 110\ transgresse\l the 
BiblilW Cllt111ll'ndment. .· 

With'il\is backgl'.9l!JKI, we ca11ask whether 
t"1<inll me!licine .whieh contains chainetz, 
would be ,forbidden. Is taking a, pill con· 
sidered "eating?" •n. the. Talmud, lhl"C is no q11CStion the 
c~lt .which is use\! to heal is si,ictly for. 
lli&ile11,.011 the Passover. 'The Mi1hna in 
Pesai!hiin 39 ,teaches. "a person:sJtould no\ 
Chl\W,l!!heal llnd p)lice.(this) QDto his WOlll)ll, 
be!1a.y'°~ii is· tbaineiz, as his ,.aliva ca~~ 
(lhe.\\'1/eafto \leeome)ch~:" Allll smce 
he will ;be having benefit {rQ'° lbe, chametz 
on ~ it Is forbl<!den. 

Alihough the ~ulchan Aruch (466:1) 
qu(!!eJ tliehalacha almost d~ from this 
, M!siii!Ni;.1am~ diffen somewhat in his 
Cl!lkii 
· ,'':We <!onot use any of the forbidden 

thinllS in the Torah for healing, except 
in~ Qf.(t;Jortal)·dll'lger. Where 
cki!1Sthiaipply1 \Vhenfle.eats,(thc for
~eil f<ii>d):lti the mannerln which 
~ ~ en,ioYl'd•. Thus <it W0111d be 
:fi!rbi/Wffl) to feed a sick person JIOII· 

when the wheat became chametz - and 
when the chametz may have \leeome,mi&ed 
with some unpleasant component (which 
w<111ld render it .. unfit for eating). If the 
medicine . is. chamelZ, .then the moment 
Pesach amves, it is forbid<len 11bso\utely to 
use it; 4) as a matter of fact, the person must 

· · burn it, utterly des\f(lying it together with all 
otlier chainelZ jn his possession. Howe11er, 
if,even before. Passover,,the. chametz ·had 
already been rendered inedible or mixed with 
somethUl&' which• makes ,it :quite unplatable 
-, then Ral)lbll!ll cobl!iders that it is permit: 
ted to eat it on Passover "in a manner which 
does ,;tot render pleasure.'' . · 

(ll.abbi Yosef-brings the opinions <1f 1118DY 
ilh1stri011s a!lthorities who ,agree with this 

· d!stinction. According to this school of 
th011ght any chamelZ whlcb, before Pesach, 

'became,.unfit even for a dog, has lost its 
'sq,tus of c~ even before Pesach and is 
therefQie .permitle\l 10 be used on ,Pesach 
witJtout.qual!)is). ' . '' ' 

~.a brjef<;0mment appended to a.respoo,, 
wm dealing with another topic, R, t.1oshe 

. Feinl!lein 5) notes that medicine which can 
•be classified at non.food., before.Pesach, 
may be use<lby,a sick.person even ifhe is 
not dangerou~ly ill, . . 

Now of w11~ an <1l?;vious.fallacy leaps to 
.our,millds..,. bow can this medieine, which 
is made Qf ~bametz, be consi4erod as non
food, non,¢ible, ''.unfit," in the words of 
the hl!lacbli "e11eri li>r a dog IO eat,'' when 
pa1en1ly It is not all "Uit(it to eat," since the 
sick ~ii is quite obvi9usly eating it! It is 
all well and.good to ,claim that Ramham, was 
relying on tlie h11lachic principle.Iha! eating 
chamelZ which is unfit even. for a dog can• 
not be consi<!erod llllling, which. only applies 
to food which is ingested "in the 1118Dner of 
eating and/or for pleasure.'' But this claim 
is contradicted by the simple faCI "1at the pa· 
tientd005 indeed.eat the chamelz medication 
'- obviously then ~I is not unfit to. eat! 

This preoc.:..., whereby some!hing actual· 
ly has no value (or in this case, is objective-

foo&notes 
iu.~dlia! 9til~!On willtlb 
li~rewhelher one mw bf It· 

lsh ~if the lollal'C!ltlOIII 
Pef8() .. n10 , lsto.J:,e:lllli~: ~$11,' · · 7) :'f ·,,fia. . . . 
se ·ly,:dt,~, ''MP ·;t 

vided lite <1intment was prepared before the Yoreh Deah 214 LaSlrach-2,Pnel Yelwsluia 
onset of Pesach, at which point the alcohol Pe1achlm 25, Chat4m Sofer Orach Hayyim 
wi>uld have been ren(lered unfit for eati!IS 121 and. Yoreh Deah 13, Maharani Schick 
even. by a dog, which.makes it permissible. Orach lfayyim 241. 
However, in the event the oinment was not 2.Thls is the case with niany medicinal 
prepared before band, Rabbi Feinstein allows preparations, regarding Pesach. Many 
a person who is in very great pain to have medicines contain no chametz proper, but 
a non,Jew mix the ingredients together on kitnityot-derivatives of legumes and other 
Pesach. products which sustom didctstes not to use; 

Anotlier issue which needs to be dicussed however, kitniyot are not chametz, and the 
is what effect, if any, will the availability of rules are quitee different. The OOQSt common 
non-chametz medication have <1n the permis· exmple of kitniyot in medicinal products is 
si9n to use· medicine which dol;s contain the com starer used as a binder for pills. For 
chametz. ThOllgh in a non-edible stste sbOllkl a fuller discussion of this issue, refer to my 
a person seeJi; to find a non:chatnetz article in1be Journal otHaladla and eon. 
substitute, or is it totally irrelevant in his cir· temporary Society, Vol. VI pp.70-71. 
cumstance?. The Ramo rules. Another halachic problem may exist in 

"We do not permit anythin forbidden those medications which do contain chametz 
to a sick person if it is possible to have and which were in the possession of a Jew 
the treatment performed in a permissi- duri!IS Pesach. This is dealt with in my 
ble way equally well as in the forbid· aforementioned article. See also Sha 'ar HaT-
den way, even if there w0111d be some ziyon 5 who expresses his halachic opinion, 
small:delay before he can find the per and Sile Hemed Ma 'aracha I :222 who cites 
milted (item), since there is no danger many authorities who disagree with this 
involved .. : ruling. 

· ·commenting,on the statement of Ramo in 3. Yechaveh Da 'at 4:60. 
die Shulchan Aruch, "the Vilna Gaon 9) 4. However, under certain circumstances 
notes t]iat in our case on Passover the reason She 'arim Htunetv,yanim baHalacha 111:2 
the salve containing the wheat is forbidden, does permit to be purchased from a non-
is that it would be possible to , mix the Jewish druggist, whose assertion is to be ac· 
chanwtz with fruit juice instead of. water in cepted that the mixture, which renders the 
preparing the medication (wheat and j~ic~ chamelz non-edible-and therefore 
cannot \leeome chametz), and therefore 1f ,t acceptable-was prepared before Pesach. 
ls not necessary 10 rely on the lenient ruling, S.Orach Hayyim 2:92, 
it is not permitted to do so. Thus we see that 6. See also Orach Hayyim442:9, Rosh b. 
if.a Sl!bslitute is avilable for the chametz pro· PesahimChapter 2, Siman I, Sha 'agat Aryeh 
duct, one. is not permitted to use the chametz, 1S,Aruch HaShulhan 602:4 for various opi· 
'Only if no non-chametz product can be found nions on this question. 
is one permitted to take advantage of the le· 7 .Orach Hayyim 3:62. 
nient ruling. 8. Today, however, most alcohol used in 

For this purpose, the many excellent pharmaceutical products is not grain alcohol, 
publications which report the actual deriva- and the problem is obviated. 
tions of may medications are invaluable, 9. AnexplanationoftheentireS11bjectcann 
sin<:e they offer the necessary infomiation be f011llll in E/lcyclopedia, Talmudit, Vol. 
concerning the products in question and also XIII "Choleh '' No; 12, fllOln<".e 638. 
whether substitutions are avil!lble. ICl'.Yechawh Da'at · Ibid. See also Kqf 

What has been said so far applies mainly haHayyim 445:9 · , ' 
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Perspective, OD. 

Sn~~,' 1 u~ io itl;;tJ,Un;;~ Ja1-w~· ii~ !~,~~ ""~J' ' 

heavily in theframing i)f our a!{itudes and. 
mofles of action. However, tbll_t topic metits 
a discussion in its own right, In this article, 
l have trjed. to concentr;IIC OU the basic 111: 
tiiude towards the non-Jew. without 1'elation 
to other. fa<:tors. · 

RavYaakov 
Emden 
. By l'O!ISI l".llAEGE'll 

Rabbi Yaa1<ovEmden(ll>97-1776), also 
krn;>wn. by hiucronym, Yavetz, .is one of 
tbQse rew gedt,lim whose personalities have" 
ensured 1hem a'lllOll'extelisive mle inJewjsh 
hisio,y ·tlwj .. Qne might ~ from iljerr 
Pw:elyb,alacluc~.Authorofthe.Mpr,,
Ke,zla on Sllufclitin ,tr,;ch, Leclle.m · 
Shamayiin oil · Mishna, She 'eiai Ytlvelz 
(i'.esponsa), and his. famous siddur; Rav 

.-Emden also wrote.a most candid and reveal
ing :"'!Qbingrapby, M;egillat Sefei. Bis 
psal!fm an,~ for their originality, both 
1 'kula and I~ , tiut lie ls•)'l'obably be$! . 
known.for hisacerbic.a_ttacks on the gcnera
tio11'~ Qtber gatifJ.l, Rav Yonatan 
Ey~buer,,! /ot ~ l~'s alli,geil Salr 
bateanlSl!l, One.factor that allowed Yavetz · 
to be SO outspol<ellwas J>is O~of ll ·. 
printing p,ws, "'.bile _pulpit rabl,is must 

Tosliav from Sakantill. quielcly learn diplomacy; Rav Emden lack-
In tilt religious oomniuniw today the at0 . cd Jieiiber the license ·llll!'. the resources to• 

tiiudes expressl!II in !his a~li se~11110 be freely expn,$ his i.llouglits. . · ·. · 
W"'!in,ll, We.find jns~ bolh on '.the .. left Yav.eta,s smglllarity1'X~to bis feelings 
andou !he-right ofsui:h ~as<cllea1U1$'. ~-Jew~inPl'll); and~
oumoome~'andn,cii!ld~ bi'f tnand ~)/in particular, 'flmiint"' ;,,. 
ma.JusuW ~afterall "lhey'11re ont~ ·•· • J'llll<I 4y,,flf4, Rav 1"11idiio~s -~ 

Non.Je 

. ~ld11Q1lll}a!ld,~Jdiw.tin 
~ and ~pflhe 
wrt~s: • . . . . · 
.Ill~ •~ ·lb!\! it IAQ 

sl!oul«I 001ml :,;nrt 
eat} ri\f!lr.t to ®11':lews : ' ' As tilt 
5$~ .. l!!ivjl iail!, ''We •Ulll!O~ ilje 
i!ldig$ut of th' <1thet !Ullio~ !0-
~thef Willi ·the. Jowi•ll. j)~lflf. For 
llii, it wr<:>te .IM 4/tt,/J,n, .m.i 
W /:$ 1'~11iry !Iii' b~ ~ not ft>r 
wQ1dt;; of . .{{asb"m .I? do . the 
W,t>:Yoi!I",.;- sl\!)ul\l come· ,nil eat 
JIIJth ,llli• • .. _,. • 

In ~'~/Qi J:('iie.4, Rav ~mdem js more 
e~v~, . , ... 

('Even . if we were l'llling over 
lhe'!' ~ . they waul\l l'le subject 
under us ii). our own land,. and· 

. certainly · {11!>W J in . th~ «lia"i'Ora 
where we. are. shellell'!i. by. them, 
we are . .c,,inmanded to prJ>tect 
them With all. our abililY, and to 
save ,tl!"~m from. death. and 

. mon1>tary _loss .or da~ge, and 
even sei;utity .of . thejr.-. Pml"'rty 
sjlmild be precioµs to us . (and 

. there js, .no need to ~ntion that it 
is forbidden to • steal from .them). 
And the• sages ba~e . already 
taUgh\ II.I. ~t We billy their, dead 
and comfon · their. mourners and 
suppon lh~ir poor; /llip!lei darf<.ei . 
$Holom. ~lie of .du} . W•Y• of 

8eatfe . • ,. , 
. \\.a~callevel, then, Y~vetez's feel

ingiarec~. More iJ!teresling and cenain-•. . OOU1 
":,;--sf:;-_./,•'" 

.• mentii~ne,hbove, Ravll . ~~t 
1ecbnica1 questiQII, or.;,~ t1ie trinitarian 
·l"'iews, of Chrl~ty a.'-e izv@xara,; pn)
ln'bited to non-Jews; or s/iiiti,f(the as59Ci;,.-
tion.<>f God with other deities), whic)I Rav 
Elililen assufl!"• is ~tted for non-$ews. 
He opens the discussion j>y oommenling that 

· · Chris.tians l!fe·!eligious people who believe 
· in a creator of.W World who direclsJIS pad!, 
?ne woo delivers rewanhod puruslmlent, 
and other such· .noble principles. Alld 
although !he·Cliristians desire many gods, 
this is merely sb,iq,,f.. Rav Emde\\ !hen 
reverses ~. raising the PQl!SibililY that 
.•himef'9nlyapp)ies to a religion !hat has one 
god, bllt\xllieves that he' gi1~ the earth 
lhrough'in)er!Jlcdianes such as•rs. Chris
tianity! ~ver, bas increased the number 
of~ (tho!igh Cblistians deny this), and 
would th~~ vio)ilte lhe i,sur of avada 

:zam, H~. Rav Emden COD!'hldes without 
_reso~g the ~ific question of shi1114/, 
although he l"IY•,'. "it is enough fer us that 
all of Israel ~nsider them as noo-idolators." 
He then v;t;tes. (quoting the §ge8) that even 
~ctual idol worslµwers in the diaspora are 
. nottreaiell as sncll sinl:elheyarejust fullow
ing _the lt;i\fllion ·of their fathers, and 
.therefiiri we mUst treat the the nations of the 
world properly. Af!lio!'g)1 in this ISJun,a, l!av 
EIJ!llen leaves .the.ijuestion of the !'3tnre of 
•Christianity open; in his co-ntary on 
Avot; El't;A\iot (p.40b), he inciu\j.es "lo11ilz

,. taw, bnei Noach' al liaihitturin the passage 
lauding Christianity's acoomplisiunen!S. 

This section in Ett; Avot deserves further 
attenliQn. Colllll1Cllting on the mishna, "Kf>I 
knesiya shehi J'shem shamizyi111 ·. sofa 
1 'lutkayem, " Rav Emden lau~ into a 
.discussion of . C::hrisliimil)I and Mobnm
medanism. He asserts. thai Ibey have spread 
many coaect ~liefs, such as the existence 
~f(lod, -reward and punisbmelll, thei:ona,pt 
o(propli\,cy, to all ends .of the elll'.lh, and 
thereby, "have. given bollOI: to ~ 

(~ -_...., 



hiwyuf/m") wi.th tJie mo 
of«:!trjst_~a,~!y:,who never: __ _ _ _ _ . _ , 
to a\t!Uldon mitzyot . To. aide.I* de fens\, of 
Chr!sl)anity, Jlav Ell!den qu'!.tes -- sho.wing 
~!'ell(b'/dut-.pass;,ge.fromthe !llewTesta· 
ment. .ll!!r someon~ used to .eemgTalmuil~ 
jargim applied onlf to qruacha, .Yaveti:'s 
Jai:iguage comes as so111ew~tof Ii shc>ck. In 
v~.tjoµs plU'IS of the resp<>nse, h.e writes, 
"Raul b'katVQ. l'Galata katav v'ze 
lslwtiP. , ,u 'v'ch!lll mtikshim al Pt;11I 
didai a/di!Jai ; •· . k'ma,Treluztuv b'perelt 
(J.lianfahi . b'michlfl,ro .. l'Kotinto . . ;'' 
~il)ce th,,! letter loses it,s literary tleyor 
in t,:-~!11-tion and the SJHlf#if pr<iofs 
are.less ii,nporj;ant for this ~uss.iotl, 
a btl!!f s~ \'Viii· aull'ice. 
• .Jl!Sll!I (anil tlaul) estahlish~ Chris-
tlanltr .ti> i,,dd· ives of 
P~··'!'hr .. the!le 
nou.~ "tbi,;ii 
.NOMh; 

Heve_J?:_ letteJ~,- ev8ry-- point/\ Pr' the 
Torl/-h. ,lesus and.his Jewish followers 
kept Shabhat and bru mila, .bl,lt they 
urged their non.Jewish disciples not to, 
jusi !18, we atiempt.to !iissuade<gerim 
who. we. feel will not. remain shomN!i 
Tqra/;. p~ing. his .· unde!'!ltan!llllg . of 
Christianity, lrav Emden resolves SQtne 
inconsistencies w.ithin the Ne"' Testa
ment th.at .he feels have J1.0 other e:x
pl11-nation. 11:e then b.lames l!iter Chris
tian · teachers . for misleadin.g their 
followers !!.bout the true nature of 
Ch,riati11-11ity. The Christian preach,µ,s 
sho.uld bepreach\ng love.for the Jews, 
especi9.lly . given their doctrine of 
universal love. lfonly Christians would 
be true to their religion as taught 
originally, they would be rewarded 
gr.e11tly for it. 

Two rei,ervations should be noted to 
complete a picture <>fRay Emden's feel
in~ tow11-rds .J).on.Jews.and Christiani
t.)', First, Yavetz wasfully aware of the 
persecuti9n of Jews both .in. his ti.me 
aJ1.d thr9ughout Jewish hii,t.ory, and is 
bittterly mo~ about it. }!owever, 
he does not blame Christianity itself for 
the mi.stakes of its practitioners, por 
does he let the.oppression.impin.ge upon 
his gi,11-tit9de to. the umot haol.am for 
allow\ng the. Jews to settle .in their 
lau.ds. ?\1<>re importantly, in a respcmae 
to Moses 1l!JeJ1.delssohn concerning non
,lews who .. keep . sheva. m.itzvot lmei 
No/Jch without accepting Torah 
MiSina~ Y av.etz .refuses .to agree that 
the a,.mbam (Hi)chot Melachil!l 8:11) 
would refer to them as even "chochamei 
U11!0t kaomm." ffeTI;!.RaV Emden's view 
Beel!lB to be harsher then iJ1. his. other 
writings.. Yet, even gr11-11ting aJ1.Y 
qnalificatioJ).S, the results of Yavetz's · 
New Tes,tamen.t sch<!ll/-tship sound as
tounding eyen to our twentiet1,'(le1).tllry 
ears •. 

'.l'!l C()1lll)lete a baial).ced presentation 

'J~~ }iitt,t('~lth Ulal~e 1 
,_....__ ......... _,__.. ........ ..._~:-0-......... -:-,__...;.....,..._ ___ , ......... _,.....:::..;._...,-Jl 

spfflll<! tju, at~Wl>td~i J~ll llrid{'hri•· =.·.nd.·l·.··""".biHV~l0tfic,iml.••.• ;' .. 1.~ .... v .• ~ .. !lo .. ·•.·.n. •,::.·~·.A&·'.· ... :. .. ·""'.·~· ·· .. ·.·.'~d-1·,· · · ••• ,.· •. 1ia11SC<lllklwm:~11$J>11!1'' 'a•Jla!iooa1 • .,,, , ~ ....... , ......... ,,, ............... I 
re)igil.moftrnl!\,l)l$~,/IMAtne!)canWay, ''Tli.~ Chu· .. ri:h .. 1hu.• "'.~ ... •ill .. a .. oo· ".·· .. ··W··"l'.•.·.·.~. th<! . "Jlld.~ll$tl\ln. ttadilipn" , · Qv~r- •••fl' form of l'fOlielyti!lm," lJofo~!f, & 

!be re~tion MS !Wl,ingl:lleral,~~ lillly , 
c~pli;:i1; Chri!llilulity ~·- IO!llllf 4ivll)'l'f• ,. 
1~lffrom i1$fflj.4sionto.vatn~jlii fallltm' .·. 
,,,.us., A. DJtvid lletl!"r pojnt> !>111, '.\thj! · ·. !Wt/II !ll!Ch iltbM; !cam. about each ~r's 

religions, an\ldiseuss ttieinJ>bl¢ms .!hat fac· 
ed them as c!~gy 1111,Hititens, 

Du.ring the S!I~ years< ths.t J~wisl)
Clil'\stjan 1'1:la!loll$ were improving, so w~re 
inter-Christian refations, The . O<'llJl'!fJ)ieal 
m"vement, which $eeks .to . ''acllieve 
worldwwe . unity among re!Jgiqiv, thrQt!ih 
greater C90!)\'rationand impmveit u!1derstan• 
<ling," il!llreased its influence ontbe Prores' 

:tl!'illlufim@gratiollqUQlas were.being pass: Ian! c!Jurches arul; .with Vatican Il, the 
-~~ T~:~~t-miigiou8]Vliled~Jiit: Nation.ti C~ttrol~ :Churi;.'l_.--Thi5 ffioyeir.eJi~ i.~- r.ot ~t~., 
Confl'r<!Ulle . of Christians·· arul .. Jews. was tical to the interfaith activities whl.ch were 
founded In 19l8; Among their first projects <;arrjedout .in the name of br!>therboodc It is 
were "tQJeranµ, lriQ.s,'' Rabbis, Pri.ests and not aimed at .the u11ity of Rabbi an(! Priest 
~inJ!!terswb.o would ttavel atol!nd the coun• linking arms in protest at Selma, or even stu-
tl)' together, each speal<ing briefly. on .his j)ying each other's faith, but rather at a 
cn;ed ~l!'I on the need fot brotherhood:· N~- unif'u:d c.hurch achieved through mergers of 
tional Brolherhood Week was dedared. '"· cliurches and denominatioas. . ., ... _.,._...,...., _ _._ _____ ..,.,..I TIie willingness of the various Christian 

of ~y J!im<!e~, Ilia view$ in a different churches (including the Vatican) to reach 
Qfe~ deserve mel).tion ... Despite hi!, .11-t- u,W.,rstandings .with each. other, however, 
tjtµde toWl!i'd liberal views tlOOUt Chri,, had a .. major effect on the Jewish-Christian 
tial).i~y, .h" argues, vehemently against interfaith movemeot No.longer was the em-
the ~tudy !>f philpsophy. 'Both in. Etz phas.is on individuals knowing other in-
Avot (p,20)!ll'ld in S~'el.at y avetz(41), dividuals, or even other faiths; but .rather on 
as"'!'llllBelsewli!,re,.lravEmdenwrites C;hristian.ilY confronting Judaslm, two 

• that tb,e a~udy pfphilOS<>phy .is strictly n,Jij!ions with a c'!.mmon orjgin exploring.· 
Pl'/!1,,i!>ited hy C~ a vtaste !)£ tiine, a!ld uJ1de~nding each other, It ,yas and is 
aJ1.<l a ~. tij mi<l~ llPir.i~ WfiJl· a rev<llntiolll!cy ~- .Jews and Clu'i&tillns 

· J;befwnhamfor have lived, togetliet in ~ frorti tlfue to 
~. .time; Il!dalsm and c~ hav(l !lot. 

i•: .. ~~!>f*ba··•~di!ll11t1ue'>h\,liveen 
-'lllfl,Wo""rellgronti.-·orroumpi'oMwliltie. 
On what footing is it to be coJKfucted? 
HistoriClllly, Cltristirutity tried to spread the 
gospel to everyone - particularly the Jews. 
Was lhe new· interfaith discussion simply 
another phase in. that battle? 

meone else •. \To Etz Auot, Yavetz does 
co11cede thnt since the &µnbam was 
s~h. aJ1. i"!portant lamdtm, "ra'uy 
l'lalri;,d (11.a.v z'cl,ut") ~ light of this 
last ~t/c,n, it seems. improbabie to 
describe Ra". Emdem, as eoine have, as 
an en.lightened . liberal. .Rather, 
Yavetz's positive attitude towards 
Christianity reflects. the complexity of 
his.personality that. delies characteriza. 
tion by simple stereotypes, 

Rav Kook 

By Joshua .Hoffman 
'' Ahavat Yisrael neccessitates love for all 

mankind, and when it causes hatted towards 
any part of mankind, then there is an indica
tion !hat the soul has not been.totally purified, 
a1uhs therefore unable to participate in a 
higher level of love. ''(Orot,. page 149). 

This sta~t of Rabbi Av.raham Yitzcbak 
Kook must be understood within the wider 
context of his ge!JOral approach to world 
history, as preli'l!lted.ln various parts of his 
wntmgs, and especially in· his essay, La
Mehaku:h Jfaldiut B'Yisrael (Orot, pages 
1oi.1&); 

Tl)e world was created fQr the fulfillment 
of a lofty ethical-spiritual goal, encompass· 
ing all of mankind, Man is to lead a life bas
ed on ,;hesed an</ ahavah. So dlat this goal 
coul<I be achieved, one nation was chosen to 
serv_e_as an ~~le,-'to arrange-its enli_re ex
istence around.the .fulfdlment of God's will. 
The Jewish people was chosen, and. it was 
to Qrder its !lffairs in a m,mner which pro
motes pea~ and mutual cooperation within 
the.,nation in o~r that ultimately the wider 
goal of inlluencln~ the thoaght and behavior 
can be allained. (Coadnued on p11e U) 

Was the. eventual .goal the. same. as that of 
inter-Christian_ ecumen~ism, - one_ relig_ion. 
with Judaism simply another "church" in 
son,e. unive~ Judaeo-Chris;ianity? 

Traditionally, Christians have viewed 
Judaism as merely the precusor to Christiani
ty. With lhe coming of Jesus came a.new 
covenant, and a new Israel, the Church. 
Sbou.ld Jews bother talking to.people who tell 
us that we're- obsolete? 

In l 964, Rav Soloveitchik faid down 
guidelines for interfaith disc.ussion ("Con
frontation, H Tradition --Spring-Summer 
1964). 011e stipulation was that any dialogue 
must assume that Jewish people "do not 
revolve as a satellite in any ofbit. 0 Any- in
timation that the Jewisl\ people s!Iould ''.shed 
its uniquene:ss and cease existing-because it 
bas fulfilled its mission by paving the way'· 
for Christianity "must be rejei:ted as 
undemocratic and contrevening the very idea 
of religious freedom.'' 

In fact, Christian-Jewish relations in the 
past two decades have generally followed fuis 
g\lidel_ine. Various means have been used to 
reconcile the traditional Christian mission to 
the Jews with an open discussion and mutual 
respect. 

Orie way is for the Christians_to ignore the 
belief !hat the Jews are. obsolete. Despite 
Judaism's lack of value. as a religion, it can 
still te,jch the Church much about. Jesus, and 
coosequenlly about lhe will of God. The 
various Catholic positioo papers on the Jews 
have repeatedly stressed the Jewishness of 

Jesu\. 
More significantly. concurrent with the 

quest for dialogue bas been a renul!ll.iation 
of proselytizatil>n lo the words of I.eonard 
Swidler. editor of tbeJounuil of '{icumencial 
Stwlies, "Dialogue demands respect for the 
other as he is; above all, respect for his. lililh 

<j'14•liOQ Ofmi.fS.!0.0 i.< ". ile.·.· .. 'n·w .. h.·.~ .•. I! .. ··.S.!il ... lli!l .... '-.... • ... • .· •.. · Cll~t prngrnilS has 1:!e<,o l!ladll bui wlikli re, 
maiqs ~xtref!WlY sensitiv,, profl)'u,lldly dlf. · · 
llcult, ao4 ohilll!ltely.Utlfesolv!!d,''. -. ' 1:1'. 

. A lhinl ~pproi,.:b now "'"fl/$ W ~ ~; t 
!P!I lWl;epti!IWe, d)QuJ,b..l!<i<OOfding .!</ ~r "' 
ii "rcm~llll eonli!W4 .\(' a relatively- im,all 
group$ of interfailll ~jvlslS-" '.!'hi$ ~ 
pro!lilh, b~ ou passllges ol' the New resia: 
ment ?nd tl)e !JJougbt of Franz t,;,~mweig, 
•scalled tl'.e "doublecc"',e"-'\!l.l tlloozy," Ac· 
cording to this tbeory, God's.original c1,ve. 
nan! ll'ith!he.Jews is stillbinding,.andthe 
J'1mu'1js dleir means of salvatioll. J~callle 
tQ establis~ a new coyenantwlth th~.gentiles, 
not to abolish die 9kl COVen<IIJI with.the Jewi. 
Christianity and Judaism .. sbo,Jld a~h 
eacli. o!ht)r a~ equals, Oll!lh under J11; own 
COVOJ1ll0! wilh God, 'Thi$ VU)l"jS prominent 
•lllOllg those most active ln intetl)iith.effort5; 
official and• semi-official dlwuments, on 
the !>!her hand, "tend to remain ambiguous 
or to acknowledge frankly the existence of 
divergent views on this question.'' 

tf the Christians have theological dif
fic11l!ies accepting the Jews, difficulties ther 
may be heginl!ing to o,solve, the Jews ha~e 
real wmplaints against !ht) Christiani;, For 
nearly twt, thoµsand years Jews have ~n 
victims of llllti·Semitism directed against 
them. fo~ rejei:ting Jesus. For many of .them, 
el!m111ation of the lheolo~al q1ose of anti: 
Semitism is the lllll}l>t tel!son for tlie inter
faith ende,ivor. 

Perhaps the most extreme position along 
l)lis line is that ofEliezer Berkovils. In a ,.,.r. 
ing essay he says that the. real issue between 
Chris.tian and Jew is not "creed and dogma," 
but "river of blood running though the cen
turies," Before dialogue can begin, Chris
tian_s musf deal w:ith the New Testament's 
"anti.Jewish venom." In the face of the 
enonnous Christian crime against the Jewish 
p,:ople, what is needed is atonement, not 
theology. Rabbis and Priests should leave 
God alone, and conceiitr:ate on man. 

Can there be ato.nement if the sin is still 
tbere? If, in fact, anti-Semitism is "the left 
hand of Christianity," if "the question of 
anti-Judaism , .. deals with the basic pro
blem of New Testament tbcology itself," 
must no.t Christian theology be revised? 
However+ Rav Soloveitchik pointed-out, it 
is '·both _impertinent and unwise for an out~ 
sider to intrude upon . . . the way in which 
a faith community expresses its relationship 
to God." Therefore, "we members of the 
community of the few [Judaism} should 
always act with tact and understanding and 
refrain from suggesting to the community of 
the many [Christianity], which is both pro
ud a11d prudent. changes in its ritual or 
emdendation of its texts. If lhe genuinely 
liberal dignitaries of the faith community of 
the many deem changes advisable, they will 
act in accordance with their convictions 
wilhout any prompting on our part." 

They have so acted. The VatiClln has 
"decried" and "condemned" anit-Semitism. 
In 1948 the Protesla!l.t World Council of 
Churches denounced anit-Semi\ism as a sin. 
In 1976 the Catholic Bishops of West Ger, 
many confessed: "We turned our backs to 
this persecuted Jewish people an<I were silent 
about the crimes perpeltllted on Jews and 
Judaism . . . The honesty of our intention to 
renew ourselves depends on the admission 
of this guilt, incurred by our counny and our 
church.H 

(Contlaued Oil ... 7) 
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, ~ ~~~v~'.~Jt1fuld911hb;:wiy,ve • j __ ·_._ .did ,.;.. . 1f!e~~~ )89.1",¢:.'_' .()~ .• ·.·.* . .sa_ • .,,_ •• _ . 

. she .g~ 1)11, ''the 
• IiQi{ynu're:g<i-
·_._ . . ;.,\OO>t'jling lO jnany 
· orthodox;authQl'ites; a!iprtioois·fotbiaden in 

suchcases.'..'. > ; . . . 
B~(Rl!bln Moijie Tendler, sees_ the OI": 

" lh<>dox;vieW a J,it differentJr. -'''fie ~Otn• 

tneild_O!lf.Sll!den\sof~Jj,,cligmull(I· 
~; private tes!ing, mj wheii•. ~; 
• ~lil!g tobelP:"'1P!'•\Vitli.dm p,rob)e~;'} 
<ays Tendier. He points o\11; h!)Wev~r; 1tiat 

_.iQrth~ll. fe,v~ . QPPO,lie .•. TllY-Jlllfl)S 
,;creening 4iicause theiui)~psypi\ll~itjll 
b!lltlenputon a per,!Ollclabeleil a carrier poses 
a great social pr{)blern." 

And J>ecause' oJ:!b®Ox law forbids ibor; 
non ;excep,t·when a.!i1QIIH,r'.s life is .ieol'l'r' 
d'ized,Te~Ji~ no'.~n t\>pet:fonn.any 
p,renalal exams, siJ\ce no acj.ion may be 
lal<en;,ff\l'!(\r~rsofl'.ay.S1';Clt• rnaey. 
be as_sel'l!I; lbprea¢~;pi\lices:. ''TbeY can 
tljkeacha,µceanop]ay~u.sslll.n:Rou1ette.and 
'll"Ybe Juive an ~ffecli!!i cliild. Or. they P!n 
i<lopt:''. . . . . . ;_ .·--. 

O~pitea_ V"o/\exlensiye; inf~n 
. dissemina_tion i>fognµn cartiod our by 
'.hospitals, '.@mpll'JlilY; -~nters . .i,_d • 
sy!lllgogiie§; ·. Tay,S9chs :ca~r. detecliolt 
streeningi~the)ewish C<Jl1llll1!11©' is~ llS • 

-.w~'l&<IO!'lll!SW~t:o11riselor.s 
would Jilre: "'( ou 1tave1i1 !Dllli<;the effort to 
lli.lleanal'J'Ointmellf~•'* ~~irom_ 

·-·•wotl<;''Slilonio~ys, '.'Sornepeop_ te4on'1 
~to.be.~.'' ·_ .. ·._· 
· • Pear is.~ ~r, ac<;0/'4ingtoJ.,;.ie 
l.evjn<,,;a,~ <;ol!~.'i!t·t\lhns 

· • in_ ~al!il'n9re . 
.1'4iy~Sachs 

. . !DC p<\of,Je 
. . . . ity~:i:e .· .• -· -... . . . !Jel!r.tlie;~ly 

< _ _ ._a-•~ ~l!o}'i/U.teli~-llirlor T!>;t~Jeillli'l~~~won(.l, 
~ ¥~'"'iee~~~'ll'"-~~ '. ~teitcii:hi!ltjt~>~telJjlhetb-~, 

slle$1j&, "~,i~;we ~- '@lite iinµm!,c!, 
<lf \\'ll_~ who __ iey __ ~y,pre~~r- ,1~·· 
j~st;not,'~ ,sart"(?f. thitii everyone ,thjllJCs 
ab<lui-.'!" ,u..; odds,:,~ ce~)' in fa)'qr'.of those 
;whdllren'J tested.:Tbe\lej'e<;tive g~ is rare: 
jt '. Qt,CUrs \I) o~ of everY; ~ .Jews of 
:As~~i de~t. Asblie_nazis constilllte 99 
~I of Ille Jews jn;tl)e tlniteclStaf!lS. That 
~ 'alJWlximalel}> one. of every 90() 

As/lke~ie Jewish, <1!),UJ>~ .,;.: or' one in 
. 3llOO • As~nazic. preg"!lcies .,.. may pro
. dw.;es a Tay:Sachs i)h1lil:. 'fh~ dis¢1,seis at 
l!lllst 100 tinres IUl)re colIUIIQ!' in _Jewish 
children' thiln in non;Jewish childnln 

Garriet ~ting is j>rllctically auto11U1tic, 
._ bev,ine .points oq!,, if tile couple knows that 

tliecondjtio1rhll" occurreo in either partner's 
family: 

0nce1'Vo people are j<lentified as carriers, 
Levine.says, ·_it becomes a '.'.very difficult 
siro.ation;'' The COUll~ors try;lo emphl)Size 
!hef;lctthatib<!<:00plecanstil! have nornial; 
heaJtliy ch1ld.re11 :(a three-\n;four chance). 
Counselors";W poi!>ntial parents discuss 
other options, such •.• aooptioli, -artifical in
selJli_nauon:and abortiiln: ... · 

But.the flip sj~e to i:,revei;ti,;m ;s finding 
a. cure. At - .the· National Institute 9f 

in l;!etb¢sda,,reseatllher Roscoe O. 
c1r:wbrl<ers search for-an elt1sive 

~·. ;Brady's.research i,e~{in enzyme 
IW~~s-' ~Yin¥ a patient eni>ll_glr qf tl!e 
lli~ing ~y.meso his or her q:lls can func
ti"II ; pn>p¢y ''" P,\'•h;ws . reducing _or eyep 
reyersing ~:effects ofthe di~. One of 
'~ obsta.ide~ 10- th_i$· · · _ _ .... _ _ says, 
~:itiatme:.i..rt1age .- -~lts~rs in 
!J)e_ bjain;.~ the e . required to ~at 
i!Cllll?t~i.~tlh<lb~--b@in ~rier, a 
pfOtei:tiy.e po!!p of ti~tly joineil Gells that 
prev,episl,lJ hilt the s111111Jest mol¢u~ (!um 

. !iJ\tmn~ ~brafu;:'lJsitig;ispe!)ialttchnique 



£.rPil?' J\fi~er iHo <1,mpl\!!sip,iliatthetext ·. 
t1:fle¢lsp<1Jt~C!l!C"llllt~Of its l\ll)C,.C<1nc 
cert1t~af )ile n!l·19~ger relevant. Upfor• 
1!11!lii4'ly ,forJewsto~rgt10 /lll ~<ife/thet 
.o.f.th'™' p<isiti<>;i• is i!lappt'<!priate, While it 
is~i:i11gtoS!lee<1n,;erned li~l'l!I Chris' 
tia.nsatl;lck "'.'li-~mitisrn, \Yben tbey la~rtt 
the.'.~b~glu.tisrrt'l)f fondai)lenll!lis!.11,. a11d its 
t.,.nanci~sFl!'ngiirg't<f ~·litt~al. lOOllli~g<>f 
the 'l'f!'W''t:es~t; c.Qmmi\ted Jews. cannot 
bl!fBeil lliis.as:'l!•~\Yarr1111ted intl'IJSiQn.on 
~i~iQ.US ljberJYi < ... ·. • .· .• ·.·.· .•.. ·• •. 

~?5·:~e;~stirttpo.!'.l3-1t i_ssUt!·fnt: Je.ws· 
• ~. Ute'S111,l<i ?flsl\lel. A~nling rotr~i\i<>nal 
Clnistian t\itol\'gyitl!"'Iews, baying rejectecd 
Jesus,.w~re.eond<;~ t~ .• ~xile, .•. ~ith .ihe 
.elimlniit\o!'.9fthis d~trine in rec.entyllSrs, 

to Qhrislilln, IUid 
ili<Jrt<>fih~ Sii,ite 
Vaticartlias not 

Thefi!l/1>.winiis .Ji ~cdrpt ffe,ma .letter 
'Slilqn-"{',5:~h;;diJe_r_Wr~te ~,tilJaw:~-"¢:~~,, 
• ,fitfg 141 pl'(ll!lem.P/Tay0Safhs scre"!ing 

, ''. , : I'm sure you ]Q)ow about. ll!Y son 
Zeyi and ihe 'I'ay-Sachs Broble!ll in g~1teraL 
You of c.<>urse also bi1Mine. ho"' stt'<!ngly .I 
feel llbnut the necessity·forJl<'!)pl!: to~ teste<! 
fo! carrientatt1s before ihey are .tllllrrie,d, 
Once~P,leare marrjed, hal!ichicdifl'icqllies 
follow, afihe.ati,;rnative to liaying 'I'ay-Sai;hs 
cbildren,is.abortion •. ~v Eli<>zer Wl!fdenbe.ra 
!'~<! Ra/" Elya.shiv .of Ierus.alem have 
spec:iflpiUy permiited.ab<lrtion in thi.s case; 
Ra/' ~<>stie here prohibits .it: Even for those 
~o a.e,;ept Rav Waldenberi 's he!!>r, having 
an abortion is•a·terri9lv naumalic ~ence .. 
. . Tay'-Sachs is a terrible disease,J,ut it can 
lie totallv eliminated if two c.arriers .do not 
marry. If everyo11e were tested l!efore con-

'Fay.Sa~bs 
(«::oll~ued front. page 6) 

!liar 13tady and his coUeagues divised 
t!lemselve,s, ihe .sc.ienlists. have been able. to 
gi,t .some <lf.t\le enzyl!le ihrough the barrier 

. ariil. Into the brains and nerve c.ells. <>f test 
a:riinials. -~-OwE,ve_r._ the-- anwunt Q_f: ,enzyme 
that C!lll,bedelivered to the humannervous 
systemJs, still too s.mall to try on patients. 

•.• 111/rwliile a cure may. s9!1le<iay lie foun!l, 
iLw<>!i't ~OJ!1<' in .time to l)elp 1.ittle Zevi. 
Wbe~. Sl)lo.mo ana Chevi .learoe,d of ihei~ 
son's fa.llO\ ~y de<;ided to keep hint at home. 
all!l try·!'>. lea<! ~ norm;,! a life as possible, 
Ifhafn)bcilPeasY· C:ai:ing for.a child with 
.T;\:Y;~~s disease is a 24,hour-a~ay pro-

• l1i'5iUon:\The Schr\lders, wbo we.re married 
a' !ittl~ mo~ llian a YW before Z,evi was 
bont, ~Jy \.ave a momen.t to ihemselves. 

q1n1,11ana · call!\¢ Ile lfll~ <!11, .ll!cii 
di,;(OgQC.il l!Q ll!<l~~i\111t•!llJY, !Will·J.l'WAA •. 
flve•J,P!llln:dt~r,11Ji11, ~,~fl~~: 

sb9ftld!!<l!.lie,.·bi1111!e4f11r .. llle·.i~ability,· .but 
\~e ~~cle ... :_~~n4fi,._:·::.;i ···:···:'·?· .··:_,. ··-i··.: 

¥ anoiher eJUl!llp!~ of \i!is fund@lenW 
gap ~tween Chris!.i!ln aru! Jews,~ inter'. 

··· faith v.olµipe bes ins. "jt,~ms im!"'••i~le'' 
rollaveinterfuiihd~c11$sion ''wi!h®(adver
ting tile p<>litkal fact of the State!!fls~ael, '' 
which. the edit<>r fe<!,JS is a .!lll'~Y miK of 
';.ih.eolo~ and J!Ql!tics.'.' WbUe .tile .volume 
_does '1-Qt. _inci_ude:i,tdj~u~.~:io.n Qn ~;S~·of 
Israel: ~ue to teclmiqal diffkulties, the edi.tor 
sfillfeels ihatitis \lilly '"~t superflunus'' 
to point out ihat his vol;ime '1;,s .no «antis 
Arab or anti-Jsl;unic bi/!S." . 

Cfui~ti~/ls ¥ize the gap exist•: and a~ 
atl!Omp!ing t<Junl)el)lt<lit<) llleJewisb position. 
Th<" American Caihotic BislJOJ>• wt'<!te; .in 
.1975 ihat .'•An. oyerw~.ebning majority of 
Jews -~·.··themselves_ b9p..nd-'_in · or,.e. W4Y ~r 

· Jsra~l, f\fost Jew.s see 
;ts· es11Jm!i.i! I<) iheir 
difflcult.ies <;Msd,ins 

temp la.ting marriage, no one '¥ould have. to 
worry aboµt haying a child with the <iisease . 
The "on_ly _time:_tOiWQA)' i~ _ifsm11eone is: noi' 
teste4, _bec_au;rejg_n_oram:e wjll not:e1-imin~e 
ihe .Tay-Sachs gene·. : , 

If ev_el)'OJiej~-tefsted,' witl)in_oDe $enera~ 
tion · ihere will be no. more .Tay-Sachs 
children. 'There will be no need to as.k sh'c:lot 
l>ecauseiherewill beno need for.abortions. 
It is. truly a trage<iy ihat ihere e~ists a horri-. 
ble disease .lilce Tay-Sachs, but yet it can be· 
totaUy eliminated. very e~ily. Jf no one tries 
to ~ublicize ihe dangers, ,and only ignores 
_them,- this-is: eVetl a -grea;er tra~_egy. CheVi 
and I hope and pray•ihat no one should have 
to' suffer,as oµr son-Zevi js an.d that families 
are-sparechhe agoJly Qf h,aving to w.itc_h their 
own child die.'' 

Zevi Schrader (Alav HaShal<>m) d.ic<i ,,. 
Tay0Sachs on Tu B'~vat, 5745, 

Every momi~g J,efore going IQ work 
SblomQ lifts .his helpless son f'romhis waterb. 
eel (used to avoid bedsores) and gently places 
himon iheliving roomsoja, Since2';,vi'3Il't 
swallow' his pilfents must u~ a special 
machine sevefllHim~s each day to clear his 
cloggged airway. of muscµs and saliva ac
_cumulatjons_. Eafmg is_-als_o-a cho,re:,Zevi 
has to be fed five 'time~ a gay; a little at. a 
time, ihrough a lpni:, narrow rube that runs 
into h~ nose .and down µis throaL 

Twice :a w~k, a J)riv,a_te nurse ~omeS to' 
ihe ~hrader's aplll1111ent and looks aft&lr Zevi 
.wl\ile Chexi goe:i shoP,PinJ: and mns errands. 
Zeyi bas b<lunceq i11 and 0111 of speci~l c.sre 
programs, Chevi.says. The m.ost recent. was 
a hospke gt'<!up . nill by Sin.ai . !fospital ·. in 
Baltitnore. t4c,s1 of these ,:,rogra,n.s, !!(;"red 
towal'<!. sho.rt-term service, o.ffer pateints 
"grants" to pay for rou2hlv six monihs of 

\'<I; to· accept Jes~· "'~ts \Yotdil \'le.a• 
direct!;>«raf~l off~!m:, > 

Stii!, as:~--.Ge~µ-Ca_ijit,U~ w91·~8 pa~r 
pointed o~t; in a dilil!>Jue "\Ile .Q!>rimta!I 
partner .Cl!DDOt l~ sat~if# if tl!e J<'WlSh p,,r!-:. 
nerdiinks ihat only .. he.113s ·S111!1etbing te sar 
to. ihe CliriSUan w~ich is. essi\!llial0 fo ihe. 
Christian's failf), .W!iile ihltt whicb th~ Cbris
tfan ha! te say .to th~Jew lias no essential 
meat1i~gfor ihefaith .o.fihe. Jew .. ·• 

'Though the teachin;s of le.Sil$ can have no 
meaning for Jews, C~anity ~ shl>w, fi>r 
eXl\!llple, .··.that· · lbr9ugh ·. ttiem Abraham 
became ihe,spiritu.ufat/Jer of a mult.it.ude of 
nations_;_ 

At. !Ii¢ 1¢ilst, .. 9hristians want 1ews to 
''acl<nowle,dg!ithat, fqr the Cliristians, Jesus 
ha.s become ihe. way in which. they find 
Israe,l'~ Cffld·_·t- c,~-th~-bed¢ne7: _'tradi!jOP.,a!,. 

· ty, S\'Ule}ewi* schQlarrhave adlliitied.that 
for.n"n,Jews. Christ~ity • was . not· j,n .the 
ca~gory. of. l1ot\V!)rship.; otb~ gtanfe,Mt 

vie'# 
to accept lie<;ause Christi.ani!Y asks for it? But 
in.fact,.the «pt<>-Christian" strands ofnadi-

program parlic1pat1on. . en . e money s 
go_n~;' patei!i,ts, __ rQus~_ go eJ~where. 

Occassionally, ei.iher friends or Schlomo's 
parents baby,sit for iheSchrader's l)oys. 
(Chevi's parents live .in New York). Their 
help gives ihe S!;hraders a welcome oight 
oucBut, friends and fan,jly usually react ihe 
same- fo Zeyi's illn~ss, 

"They're very tentative arou'1(! 11s., very 
careful .ab<lut how ihey act and what they 
say," Chevi says. "They won't tall< a.b<lut 
iheirown kids .. We're at ihe point where.ii 
b.oihers us more .if someone.dpesn't tell us 
iheir kid .. is walkin:g, because we want 19 be 
trCa_ted:Uke everyone eISe, ~ven though_ we_ 
kn.Ow we can).' .. 

Evert little brother Yochanan notices 
"something" is wrong. "The other .day I 
was- paying a-lot of attentio_n_ to Zevi, and 
Y0chana_ri waDxef- sorriething, '.-' Chevi 
begins. "I didn't respond right away, and he 
didn't know what to. do, so he started 
cOU.g~ing,- and-said, -~suCtfon -me;''' 

T_he experience, the_ young couple Si:l)'.S, 
has changed them. "Thhtgs that used to 
make usbappy,thatweused to.enjoy doing, 
Just aten_'t as_ much_-fun_ anymore.'' Shfomo 
says sadly, "It's always there in the back of 
you_r_tllind~-like _a cloqd/-' 

''!,remember theJirsJ Um~-We went out to 
the movies after we found out about Zevt' · 
Cti,evi'recalls. "'We_ ~w ~ funn}' movie -
"Tootsie." We boihwalked ou.t afterwards 
and. broke down, We had ti) face reality 
agaim" 

Shlomo glances at Chevi, who is starting 
to cry, He takes.her band in his, gripping it 
tightly. 

"'In our-position you ca_n't Win,'*,he says. 
''The main lliing is to.tell people about ibis. 
There's no.rellS!>n it bas tobap~n.'' 

Even little. broiher Yl)Chlirian notices 
"something" is wmng. "The oilier day I. 

i,J. 

m~ni~niano1 w~lillrt~·.~·~l!\li~bq, 
b~<!<llifD!llland<'Jlll!,.!i\ll.~~~and. 
J!\all. ''lnth!:se¢\lilltt~,we!Viy<t~ 

I positiol!S ~ be 1111<i:n; jd!l!I$ !<> llfi. ev!!lvll!I,, 
~~:P~-tc beJ;rmu_~.- l.'l_ ~- ~~e~; 
re~gious C!l'l'Jl1UOti~ lll!IY IOS!'tlrer ~OJ¢ 
ll!""<laction to": <mvel<!ped and fDllllY se~c 
ed the inlt,i~iye to be Jmple~nted lll!llf by 
general ~iety.0 

B!ll. wliat ab<lut the pieolllgic;d i11flu~e 
to and f""'1 JU!lai)lrn l Rl!viSol!Jvf'.l~blk bl\• 
bQih studied Cbri~t~s, anq t.11/ght. lll~m; 
The answe.r to this app;,~nt diltmma 1$ ti) 
remeff!ber lhe diffetenc.e betweeA infl!rfiilh 
<!ialogUeartd indivij~d~i9i!and study, 
The aialog~ between. llie .Ro~ aru! 

Orthodox . Jews, 'The 
Jugajsmand Cbri$tillllity, or e._,enOrthodoxy 
and lfufonn, reslllt fiom !,)mfoundly. separate 
Understandings of history, not only ib¢<1logy. 

/fi ihe ~<lecades,thed~i!>n bl:tw~ 
re!igious . gmups bav~ produAAil S{Cllter 
understanding betw= Jews aru! c;bristians, 
The goal sqouh! rwtbeto c.<>~I<) t\ie¢19gical 
agu,ement betw.een tlul .separate rdigi®s; 
but to work, tog~ther to <;0nfront this 
predominately secular. ag¢. 

was paying a lof of anention to Zevi, and 
YQChanan - want~, s~met4ing-~ • • Cbevi 
begins, ."I didn't. respond right away, and he 
didn't know .w)tat to <10, so he .started 
coughing, and Sllid, 'Suction me.'" 

'flte.exp<!,rience; the young couple says, 
has changed . thefll, "Things ihat. used to 
make us happy, that we used t.o enjoy doing, 
just aren't as much fun anymore." Sblomo 
says sadly. ''It's always there in the back of 
your-_ mind, like a clo,1d. ~' 

"I remember the first time we went out to 
the movjes after we found out about ~vi," 
Chevi .recalls. "We saw a funny movie -
"Tootsie." We both walked out afterwards 
and b.roke down.. We had to (ace reality 
again,-'' 

Shloino glances at Chevi~ who is starting 
to cry. He takes her hand in Pis. gripping it 
tightly. 

''In our position you c(ln't win~·· he says_ 
''The main thing is to tell people about-this. 
There's no reason it has to happen:· 

Testing,can be d9ne,at Mt. $inai 
Hospital (650-6944), Columbia 
Presbyterian and-Einstein. If invoJves 
a_ simple blood test and -resUft,;; are 
available in abopt 2 weeks . 
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i'":'llab!e !<' ~!Crnline ih~ t!,u.-(s ~<i<;isidn. 
Blj!. ill ti/" lat~ !!in<:l~elh .. ~~tliry, num"!Xl.ll• 
~ll>\'il~dallng bal)k.tolnjj .. lwll!~ i:e~!Ult 
ww;f!l~ iwoltt(Jeniz/ll;~oi:,ge AU\c&JoF 

Mo~tF~IJIJ!i\, 
f/(a}lllUd at ~r Ha() 

.ni •• ~.tly.• l!lld l'~l ~Y~lljJu.i~ersify;\hjiS 
·~"'!"'~.Y"ll,:S,IOsl!l~tbis·maw[ial, 
~~spJl!'ifi\:a.l!Jtftir.dllt;i·rJ,Vllll\'to.~ 

. ~tli!iim cif.~ag., His Wi)fl, lW "'!11< .. 
~be· · !'Je1!1ishMar, 
~iii ·· ·· iir 

~· ..• .. < •..•. ·.·• tlJl\<\~ei;O~~liz~Ie.wlsll opinou.s concem, 
in~ l)Qiy&1!111Y.from the.tiOle of,ihe Slll;.On~ 
~llllll01l\\'i:alih . ,llir,,ugh n:velfll\ .· cenl\l~ 
!i3J':~l. ·· .. •·· .•.•• ' ·• •.••. ' •.. ·• ···•··· . l!tthel!"ri~ofBayit;Shem,Prof; F~_<!· 
ll)l!ll ~an. a cel"!llin. p"'IO Sea sect oJ 
fu.\lilism J'crolliblteil Jl!'l<>ygamy; ~ing t!!eir 
.Jl.lllctice<in tw9.llib!ical spJI®'. '.!'he fj~t 

· · :j7,fo!l>i<k 
'.'Neith~. 
,lhatllis 

~rtfumnota,vay.,; :.· ''This,these(ttir\< 
ti:rpie!eclboth ~11 a prphihltionfor all Jews 

· and as a. prohibjijon forbid<ljng a11ian eve.n 
t1!/0 wiv,;s, · ')'her !jU 
{tl)!n 'layikrali,)8: 
lllll)l fr')m .marrying ~ v,,ife s sis 
:in~_IRt<:f/~s-is~_rt- ~,- :'-tnejghlx1t/~_-: ?r' )iPr 
1e~h W!!"""1,in wbfh·Cl!SC the l'!>ri!hfor
b~ pqlygainy.Jhis ~~ fqrbade ma.r
zyiJ!~\ll\"}• ~, !!' ~ll, ~r~ reiis~.ns, ;iT~~ir _ ft~wsr <~o~_eve~;<-'. --~et~1:_- _ l)_Q~_ 

m;,ins\tllilm th~ght;.and, ind¢ed, C""W 
ne':'ef qllC'ti~ ~e l~gali~ of .ei)l>er 
polygllll!J or .1)lartYiJ!g 011e) "Cice, . To 
d~iate.~mselre.s,Chazal11Qt·~nly.ex,, 
plicitlykgal~warrying one's.nejce,· but 
":vell• dei:laredjt P':"sewo:tJ1Y· )'et, .. th~y 
~pv.:\'ll no. sµehprllis~ on p<llY~"lllY, apd · · 
hence, ~~,;stion aris<;S whether they e?n, 
sid~ ~!liS 9!"rit~rious.or siniplyJegal 
yet perl),jps ~P!nt"•'Jiat immoral. 

Thi> first sohrce th~t shed light on this is 

· ···1n•• ... The•lina.g~··•·••<>f ··Gqd 
A.Lectµre .l)y BabbiYitzehak Gree1:1be:tg 

f~lled and. condensed By ,JOEY 
LIPl'IE;l A.'ffl .~Y Y:tJJ)ElSQN 
The ,prinicple ?f Tzetem. filb.k/m, ohnar, 

_C~~--i1-1-0od'_~-µrnlge,Js_a basic_-piincip_le 
of Hajacha :ino Yidd.ishkeit. Th~~ is a 
fan,olls wachloketin the gemara ••to .what 
is the lll<lSt. fi\rida~e,;Uat principle in the 
Torah., ~abbiAkivas;iys it is ··rahavta 
l'r~t#;b!,,:a,,ux:J_u,,''. butRllbl:iiAZU1is;iys it 
is "Zeh sefermklt!t i,dam, b'jt>m bw"f;lokbn •· 
ad!uri, b'dmut Ett!kiin asa o.to" (llreishit, 
s.,l). If a 09ncept Js a fun\lall)elltlil priQ<;iple. 

0theneverythin~.in the.To@h ca,o be d~rived 
fu>m !ll' is base<i. llPQD it; perJiaps even the 
c~. (altjlouih it is beyond 9ur rat.ioJ\al 
powers w~nderstand howcl,iukkim fit in the 
general theme of things). ~bbiAzzai's fi\11" 
damenfl;l principle of mankind being create<I 
in. the jmage of God shoul4.therefore allow 
us to undl't',umd a conceplio~ of-.yhatTo@h 

. is.lbelieve.Rav YisraelSalanteru~ to s;iy 
tliattll• Torah canie to~~ ''men,,ch,''. 
und lhi!I I</ m;,ke a h~'!'"D being into a .true 
''1¥11.ada,,t'' ..... greater.feat then. tp make 
a 1DaJ1iJUlofagolem, .1'bus .the Torah isJ!)()re 

than an."!1gregate ofobsel'\',mces, but~ the 
comP9site iiliage. and fimdanu,ntaJ goal of 

· making me" more Gpdlil«: This e~plains .the 
Ram~ ~s-_commeJ]t._ th~.t-o_n~ _c~>µl~_-obse-~ve 
.the legalities .of all the halachot and yet stm 
be. reprehensible, .''fl{lvaj.1, 'rshut hq1'o~qh. '.' 
(Ramban.on.Vayokra 19;2). One musrim, 
_itate -G09~- _ and_-- bee_~~ ___ mo"?, of ___ a --T~ele,~ 
1'/okim , ~ beco.me the forah's view of a · 
goqg man, as the pasuk . there. •says 
':K'd<!shim tihiyu; . ki Ka4o.sh. anf .Hash.em 
1$/okechem" .(''•rikra J9;2),.The ul.timate 
pµ~~e}s to achi~ve a s~~:wh~re,--every 
human being is ~n inlage of ()pd. 

This.prinicpleexpres.ses i~lf in.Halacha. 
Pikuach nefesh,. any Hfe0 threateni~g. sillja' 
tio°--' is _(lq~be~ Sha_bbat: -Jlowever, we ~ve 
recorded cases of fighters iri the JAaccapean 
revolt who kept Shabl>at even .when they 
were auaclte<I by .G~ks, 'l"d \Vere kiUed. 
.\Vhat. was their hµva amina? Perhaps. they 
believ~ .that .the. ultiiliate goal is obe<l.ience 
10 Qocj, lll1d therefore it .is]ogical. to. allow 
yourself to .. be kiH"!I JQcGod} co!J\mand: 
ments. But if the prii)cipl~ i~ ma11as.:lze/em 

s~xµ~I $iltl;fuclioli fut ~e wjfe can be f\llfill' 
e<J.atJeastonc¢ a ITJQnth for~i*wife,The 

ith this .s11\te~t, -.yithone 
e languhge ?f a .. qom0 

ke; wh.e1•repe11ting the 
.ide.1.1n Hil9lj<)t !shut; {)hap.let 14, .ijalatjbot 
~'4?.litlplting ·.tliat·!he~l>bi'.~·· ''ad .. v. i~ee' 
evoive(UntQ,-l~w, __ -,, 

.Although. th~C<;1emarah and the .Rarllbam 
.• e~p!l~tlrpj:rmitpoly81U)ly,tb• intfO!luetton 

?ftlle l)us\janf!'~. ol,li~ationto !leXUally.Mfi!I 
hi~wif,;'~. nee\l Il!lses a.new. iss11e: c,n the 
f)rst w;ife <1~111~4 full attentio11 and h\)nQo; 
either v~(o ~. se~o.n!I m~rriage o~ 4elll!ln8 a 
dly~rqe~:Tt,eRam~, •• by.writing;·''an\ihis 
ll(ife ca!!l),otfo~~iln. (tort)frainfJ:i!m felllllf•, 

· 9'.iJ18) ., , •. '.'. dearlY, ~tat es t\lat. the .)!ife ~.~ 
not .llave any such right. Hi~ opioi~n s(l;ms 
f11>m.a crµclaj)lr,gu~•n( iriX~vamot,6~b. 
b<;tw!len Rahlli •· Ami. and Rl!v . .,h. •·· Rav.~~ 
¢~~iiSh,~, ~ll4l~:Oli:l~ -µe ·ta~-~-:Rlu"llb~-n'_s}Ij,-._ 
pl'O!\ch, while Ral>~i Ami feels that the;.first 
~j_f~_ qm -~Q~-for ,divqr<:~_:-- Ho~_-~yer, -_s~e-can-. 
not vel\l th~ sec?~d Jl!arriag~: . · 

Many schqlars sµgg!lSt gC91JraPhic ~ons 
IP explai11 Jh~ natUre uf th.e argJJm~11t. :ll.ab: 
bi Amiresi!l.e<l !n Jsl'!lel, 1"here·tl\e Rolll!lns 
~}2:hr~tm.,_s; ?vb_o ___ po~~-1,>PI)Osed_::pol~g,iO)Y .-
.W~Y have~l.i.t.ka\lY influe~c"!l,his opini9n. 
jl~ypb_1 ?"- the ___ ()~erJi,aitd; '_W~ oUl$id~_ th~if 
i~~v'\~t~uence and maintained the tradi-

P.rofessor J<'reedm~~ contimded t)i~t a 
Midrash in ShemotRl!bah corresponds<0lose0 

ly to ~ab6i Ami.'sopii\i?n' .In an anal?gy, 
th~ .Midrasb spea)<s .\lf a scho.la'c 1"h.ose wife 
had ~n barre.n for ten years; 'I'heHalltch!ih 
states . that )le can divorce and rem•!'l'Y to 
.t\dfiU bis obligation to .''be. fruitful a~a 
multiply/' The scholar, mstead, asked .his 
wife.to find an additi,,nal wife for him: To 
\'aim her. expe<:ted :inger, he explained /~at 
_h~ .. ~i~_--nc,t_ have-_to_ ,s~_-h~r f' sin~~ fen,_rear~ 

'J~~-~ _ _,eUtps¥,,_-.bu_t -11e_:w~Wd, __ tOJnfo~-_her 
b~a?~-- O,f fiis:-~oy~tf~t_her. 'f:h~-_<;fUtj¥_ PQiOt 
i~ _1() -iJifer:-that -~~~-~-teu-_-yea_rs nptJo ~_av(! 
passed, tlle husband .woul<I have ,\lad. to 
,receiye--~r~fr~_s~on-_fro~ _'his?vife:-_to-~ 
another w9ma11. AJtj,ough .similar tp Rabbi 
Al!'j, as oppo~ to Ravoh, . the)ndication 
from the Midra,shis more stringent in.that 
th_e ~:ife l1as,_a ye_to power ,wh,ich_R~bbi,_Am_j 
does nof grant her; 

Three Qpin\on~.··th~11,.exis1, ~,iarding the 
'\vifcfs,~o_si~iqn_:_ R~yoh' __ s yiew- th~t :th~- w~f~ 
ha.s no say; that of Rabbi Ami, wµ9°claiQ1s · 

EhJliifff:_~ -~~ri ':lif~-:iS the~ip6st- pred.Oii_S_ cbm
modity a11i,1 must be safegua.rded above all . 
. Similarly .in the .case of Pr~zb.ul, ."."hich 
abrogated for ajl p'.acticalpurposes slunin!lt 
ksafim, the goal. was conside,W supre!fle. 
The goal !lfT"rah is 1zelem Elokim, ,ind 
c~ling a society 'Nhich allows humans .to 
Uv~ in \lignity is part 9.f that llOah Since 
$hmitrat ksafim was b!lCkfiring and ad<ling 
extra bur~ns '!l:) th~-~oor, a J_e~lJict_ion was 
used to- allow them to borrow, money m_ore 
ea$ily. 

God cftit 'be'-ViC\V,ed aS--~t!--fo~n_it~:Soutc~ 
oflife, g~ness, and power, Since the world 
is nu!1ured by and crea,tea by God, we can 
jm.lj~\: a-:w~rld -~here life--gr~w~?--b~q_(lles 
more good and more po1"erfuL There, .is a 

¼-,mo~e,m_e_nr from, ~haos ,to ,ord~r, in the crea:. 
tion.' .from non•life to life, fr<lm helplessness 
t;o co~tro),. Si.nee ani"ials llfe part of life in 
$e.worl<j, a stepping s1P11e .. to-..,ards · to. the 
1'zelem Elokim, Judasim .. h~ ~ways ha<! a 
humane atti!l1de to,vards. anillllll life, Jong 
be,fore -o_fher _societie_s_ --r~og_nize<t the :imc.. 
~fi\t;i~_e_-fQr-kind :_treatn)e°:t ___ ofa_llimals, 

The principle of'l'zelem Elokim entaj)s. 
seyeral "°ncepts l!l)outrnankiri~- The gemara 
i.n Sanhedrin 37 A p~s,;ribes a speech to b.e 
givc~_--lQ __ witl)~s~s }p -~~pitatc_a~~ _in -or4t:-~
to. i~press upon them \Jie sanctity_ of human 
life: Fro!ll this•l!"lll;hit is clear that any i!fl, 
age of GQ4 has i~finite ~alue; When the 
gemara s;iys thlit.ifyous;iveQnelifeyou have 

ihe.~"" Mtlfia~l/su~ for divo~e:.and.th~· 

M• i.P'?/h···.·.·.'wi·n .... ·'. p. Ii~.·. t·i .. o •. ".·. th.· a.tg .. ·.ra" .. ' .. ·' .. · ..... ~¢···'.· .. v··.··.·c .. t.Q · power .. 
lfi>w~v,,. unlikely, there i.s · another ap, 

prQacb tl> t~e argument hetwee.~ llabbiAmi 
.and R~voh, .. which would grant far gteatcr 
,Q11ttol t" the wife: Possi!>ly they bot.h ·~l!""" 

:m~t. b~fore .. ·.ten. ;ye~rs have·• elap$ed, .· the 
WQ!l1lll).haS tiJl(pQW9f to veto anyofherhu&, 
banp'a PfQPo.sals,. Only atler. lb• Jenye,,r 
p<lriod has pasfe<l do they .. argue.,'.~bbi.Ami 
elai.m*that. we. wite.l!l!n still !i!~ for divorce, 
w~1)e Ravl)p, !.ike tj,e Midt,ash, says 1ha11he 
bus.band ~a? .do )ls.h~ pleases, Accor<ling. to 
this . .. · .• ~J>proach, .. . ... . ... everyo,w 
ag!'lles that th.e wife cll!l ve.10 i~ no~I cir
cu!ll't;il)c,;s.Yet,.sit'.c~ tfje argull'.e.nt/><;iw,;en 
Rab~i Amhn<l.Ri>yoh makes OQ 111enuon <?f 
tjmeot .QllfNllhOod\·this· interpretation iS, 
alth?\lgb possipl~. not P.ro~a~le: .•. > ·· ·· ·· 

llid!~inu(l.ershom'sd~re<itestifies IO the 
(act that the :West~m Ashkenazi~communE · 
ir eve.ntu~Uy adopted}l,atiM,Ami's .view. 
even• !hO!iBh R~bbdnu Gershom exglio.itly 
sill(!;~ theHalzzhlih to.he in ac~ordanc~ )".ith 
R,vQh. $i.nce the Christian ~ciefywhicb io, 
fluenceaoRabpeinu Gersh9m cti/1 not reacll 
Islamic Egypt, whe'I' the Ratnba(nliv¢;1j,e 
s~pha!)!i~.·colll!11U)ltiy'.s psal( ·. cou)d.·haye 
gon~ eitj,er way., UntH the dic()veiy of the 
''geniza documents'' a!)d Profess~rFre~, 
man, ~-s:~us_b~qu~~Jvor~,: little ~Qre-_~an the 
R;!mba.m!s .opinon.was known about Sephar, 
</i~Halachik thou!l.bt. '.l'hm11gh his.rese.1rch, 
ho---:ever, Prof.• f',eedman. has Joundmore 
,_t~_a_11_-~eve_-~ty-doct1111e~ts _dealing,--in p~e_,_w,ay 
or "°other, ,with polygamy. Although. that 
seeros.alarge"'/'ount, he conclud~ from h.i.s 

fi.md.ing. s th ... a.tp .. o ly···gamyw····.·· ind .• • ... ~ .. ·.•.· r•r .. e 0<;(:urrence., 
Regarding the argument .bet',Veen.. Rabbi 

Ami an<I Ravoh,. similar .io the Rambam, 
mostoftbe<lata in~icates the Halac~ah tl>he 
liJ<e Ravoh .. At. the. sallle, tiwe •. •the ethical 
standa!)!s of the S9"iety demanded self im: 
pos~<g11idelines: For e~a?iple;. many 
-~et~_l:,ot, _:-man:i_age,-- -co~_t_r~~ts;' _-c,~o.ttJ~¢ 
elapses. whi~h .either l\ra!)ted th~ wife .the 
~i~h~-'!? divprc_~-'Ot ,t)east-s~ifif:ally g~:
nal¢e<J her.:equal rigllts: 

With ~ similar niil<.t11re.of Ravoh's formal 
law imbued "."ith thespitjt 8fRl!blii Am,i>the 
C~iro _-B~i_t --~in _,-qecid~ iJ:u_r-.ori~_inal- case. 
Their ruling .sµ,~ that the Minhag .cf c.a.iro 
was toonlyaHqwpo.lygamy with the )!ife's 
!'(lrmis.sion, and. the:y es!3Mished their custom 
as legally ~inding: So, although theyfollo.w, 
edthe opinion of.Ravoh, ·they.denied the 
~ic;ilia_Q~~ requesJ_,_ 

SaV'ed _-the,wti_OI~ -wortct', __ ~{i_fb~~a~-~ ~ -ure 
,- l\a& ~µfiqite v_~lu~;:_if_y?u _S(lv~ 9ne:you_'xe_sav

ed an_,~nfinite ~ount, -ifyq~ -S_ave4 t\Vo __ h_unt 
di:ed thou~_n4 men yo~ 've_- sa_ve<t an, foifi~e 
a_m._~:~ritJ0-0~ -The_r:e :ar~ D?-gradatioA~ in, tbe 
v.alµe of lifo by qual\tity .. Sintilady, . every 
TzelemElokim;eveiy hu.m~ being,.is equa! 
to eveiy other D:.elem Elokim, wltether .he is 
bl_ac_lc_ 9r_-white, m_an ot _WOIIl3n. _Each ~s_,t_ 
the-, -~me ____ tim~ u11Jque -_and -an inlage -of, 
Hashem, . <•. . . 

Throug~qut history Jud,li~m hasbeel\ th~ 
Wor_ld-'-_s -_most- successful -_an_d_ -most gra(lual_ 
,:evolu,do_n. Othe_~--revolutions_ s~~ss_-vi?Je_nce 
a_nd illlillef:liate _!Csults_. __ QuJs stresses: _pa
ti~_nc_e, -a,cJherence_ to_ th_e--T,on,ih,_ ,and-the tj>n

tinuity of the Jewish family to achieve its 
goals. Tl)e goal that lj,is revolµti9n wor~s 
tO~aI_ds, _ of course;-_ is :-1 grea~e~ se_nsi~vity 
to man. as a Tzelem Elokim, At the time of 
Yetziat ftlizraim; the Torah did nol abolish 
s1!1ye_rY, b11t _ra~er mQqJfied tbi_s ~~i~ersally 
acceptl:d practice'. and ma.deit mme hWIUllle. 

. It. q~creed .sI.ave.lJ' ofJews temP9rary, and 
~laveiy of non-Jews<sul)ject to b<ldµy pro
tection.:--Th_i_,s-~_oe,s-_not seem lik~,'~_-\.\'.e_~ping __ 
reform, B111 by the time of the gentara; the 
restr.ictiQns and pitfalls · °'·f owniQg slaves 
am!>ng Jews ~ad becmne so. g~at that 
"Kpneh eve(l Koneh·rnbo,., and so slavery 
among Jew~ diaj ·out,• Similarly the. Tol)i/, 

· t0<>Kthe first. swp. in freeing wol)lCn. and. 
treating the111 ll<JUally at tlle time .of Yftziat 

(<;:ontinue<l Ol!J>age ·11,' 
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1\~ ~ young r~bl>.i,llllustchoose wheih•r. . .. fl,tweyn 197~·!97? Ill/! l•fl!!'li~._ •I. 
fo vieYI .myself as, be inf Part of, 9r o.utslde · .ilrag~ It$ ~'I l•1 a,. S<:ri~ of ~m:r3tic . f 
of, th<c> ~inst~. Jewish e$tablish~nt, l ~vei. 3.l)d !f(lt Pl!!' Falaskarlll<~: r 
wiv~~ho.~n IQ puice my~elf s!l~arely within. r •1\(llly c,"ncem fQf th!! Falasbas .bf lsrlltll'~ .· 
/hf lowish ,. estal>!ishment. .. 1\~. sue~ .. · .!I'~ .... 
rem,rk$ .111/l<\e in the f9llowing essay are J 
essenti.•.J.ly.· · .. · ... •d ... · .'.· .. rec·t·· .. e.d. • •••.. • .... t •... ·· .. ·• .. rn···y. se.I .. f •. · ... ·.· .. 'P·.·· .. 9k···e· n me· · ·• . , . , · . , ·. •Mloqd, ., .. ,mp111n ,ews. ~ftcr !hat 1,1rw,11 Cl\.llle .n, 

F!>rtwentyy<:arsadeafenh1g911;sce9d0Pf ltfll\!l t.!1 .. l977: thotlj v;~rc ll(!.Billiopl;!(lo 
silence ras. !)le on1y,'1tatemen1 't1Pd• .by. the tllsc.ue,l aga.muutll · 197!1 ~~of gbvem, 
Ameritiln. or .Israeli. est,i1>Hslm¢n1.11it the iub· mel)I ~lal[11s 1"111 lt.t Jog~<tics. ;1h ··~. 

· • l'o( \\Venty years ihe op,;r~11on "'~r~ Jl)O fOinplei 
di~. not Hft. a fi~ger . AliliUtU~• to .the ~u, 

to save. the Et)liopian 
or I\Yen.tyyears d)e Sil 

.of we . Am~rican 
d)e Falasha's plight, 
.qewer)3etll··Israet, 

.qescepc;lanrfJ'9111 th~ biblical tribe of Dan, 
liyed q.f.d~. When thees.!J!blisqme,ntJfoal· 
!y _dii;! !lct,'-:_o~ N?,v~mber 2J ,-J 9lW-it_ ~-~~-~r
lil!',wly th<>µsandsofEthiopianshailstied ul)· 
n!:COSSl!l')'.andliol'rible deaths. Some died tile 
slow, ~gon~ipg and painful death of stafva• 
tion.: otl>ers died fryinjl. to crawl· to Sudan. 
T.hey c~a,yled bec~use they could not walk 
a~er. v,eeks of torture by the 'non:antb 
Sequtic' Ethi9~ian popufation, young jlirls 
were.mPo<1.an<1.mut~ated;potpretty, n~t.elo' 
quenl; .Yet itl1a1'pened because the leY1isb 
establis~!llellt. was deaf to th~ cries' and hlind•· 
to the pat)le!ic ~keletons of the wgrld 's oldest 
J.ewish · CO\DlllUnity - . the Beta l\rael .of 
Ethippm. Noone gave a damn; tl)e establis.h• 
'!'•nt h.ad \iteri,lly. dozens of opportunities to 
sav~ these Jll!<>ple but. these P"';'Ple qid)l't 
really matterto (!Jlyone, After all, who w,ould 
sJand upf9r thi~d world black Jt"!s? (not a 
~ery pdp.ular cqmbil!ation lll our \YOrld). Np 
one gave.a damn bec,tus~thethirdwQdd; we 
were.· told .is .. 'politi?ally complex' . al)(! 
theref9re u9touchable, No pne in tt,e black 
~µ~!)1--~~)'~_a,,~-a~,-~a~s,e-W:he~\'~~-~ 
tfi!r--l_a~t:_ti~~-'.~_ei_~W:Ui{il_eiil·_~se--J~-:sotk13_i:f;, 
IY.Wi!h ~ bla.ck cause across .ilie. oceim.1 Ancl 
no.ope .s,ave ~ Je\Vish damn 'because ?!!er ,ill 
d)e noble, libe!'.lll Jewish senthnents are elo, 
quendy ~xpressed j~ all the w~ite suburban 
Jewish ~nclave~, \Vho really wants .. black · 
J_~W-~?, 1s-one Isr'1eli official __ said,t() ~n ac_,, 
tivist onbe~lf ofEthi<?pian Jew~ in the."''' 
ly .]Qs, /'Would you want your ~ughter to 
marry on~?'' And s•.,N,ck Jews. suffered, 
and l!l.ack Jewswere. mrtured and d)ousands 
ofblackJews, pur broth.ersand~isters,.died 
on.the altar of establish!llentgmssn~ss a!'d 
apathy, They die,/ of <lisease and torture and 
~tarv~tiQ,n_; __ -:StarvatiDQ; _an,ov_1r~ru~_ ~nd Jit,. 
tie. un.ders.tood \\'Ord these days. Jhe fa! and 
wealthy respectables of the .establishment 
who_-~evennis~_a_ ~ _C3Il_S,UrelyJl()tUIJde~
tand- what--it m~ans-'to,--star:ves 

'The stepped up rescue effo!t, betun on 
Noveme!)er2l, 1984 by the Jewish Agency 
was a direC/ resu.11 of p,ress.11re exerted.by the 
_'i_J}cpm~l~nt_ arnateqr_' gr:oµp~ - on _ th~ 
es~blishlllerit .It w~s too little,.too late, and. 
eve11 _it-_was_-:dQne_-~n:dy--when -concetn_ for 
publk imageief! no other choice. Of course, 
ey~ryo:n~ __ li.l(~sto-b_e:~::hen_~ __ an,~ so-once the 
r~sc_ue __ ~egan ?,D_-?Jarge scale_ we -~ga_n to 
hear . ho:,v c~m,nit.ted . and . dedicated the 
establish!llent has always '1e'en to i.ts Ethio,· 
pi;ut .brethren •. Rabbis ~ho had been hn· 
plorecl by var.ious gro11ps for .Ye>I\ to speak 
QUI on. behalf of d)e Falasbas. suddenly 
ju'!'ped on the bandwagon, recalling in th~i.r 
fan~_s_ies __ ,_their- year:s__-, of -c,ommitme_Qt' and 
dedication.. to the c.ause and . plight of 
Ethiopia's Jews. The UJA-Federati.on la~n, 
ch.ed Operation Moses, Tha.nk. 0-d M1ses, 
and not the µJA was jn Egypt .to .take the 
Jews o~t; · instead of I°'vinj!.Egypt the UJA 
undo~b.tedly w9uld llave set up a com,nis' 
sion to. study the rpot causes ofEgyptian anti' 
Semitism. 

Jn 1955, while visiting Israel, Dr, 
Graen~ Berger, a promit)ent col"lllunal of· 
fi~ial, accidentally met I~ .EtlJiopian Jew~ in 
the village of Kfa(H,uya .. Unal>le tQelicit an)' 
inforrnatio,i fl'l)m. the local authon1es as .to 

thdir origii1 or heriiage),e and his wife 
ret.umed to America an~ spent the. next JO 
years reading anyihinl?; they co~ld fi~d which 
me~tion~~ Ethi_op~~~sJ~w,s;_ Teny_ea~- later 
Dr._ Ber~er_ vi_sj_ted EtJ:ti?pia,!n,'i{)rder:to_en" 
fOU_~ter _i_~--~_rson ,-tJ:l~;__c(l_mmunity_ aPout 
w.hich he h.ad .read so much. Quring his visjt 
Berger reports bei.ng i,npressed. with. tli.eir 
simple piety •?d charroed by the quiet but 
friendly dignity, Arlhe ~ame tim~ he was ap· 
palled by.d)eir squalid .socilll, eco.nornic and 
religious status, They w~re palle~ by the 
Ethiopian$/Fa_li,~ha_s ~ whk_~- ~an~'bast_ard_-, 
or iUegitirnate one, They V<er,e. \fie poorest 
of the poof, J,arely managipg. to eke out~ 
s~t{tttio9- i?co1-11e ._a_ri4_,~e,17- s~~j~-c_t -~--:th~ 
_w:~irns _:Cl(, t~~- -,.s\l~~nd~rtg:,~a?!i,-Se~t~c 
po_p~lat_~~n- __ :S¢r,g~r _rn::c,me -cQ_nvin_c-~d _tpat 
~J1less:sogieJbing ~as _done_ to-sav-~_the?1 th~_ 
days ofBetaisrael,.the wor14's oldestJeYlis~ 
~?nwiu_nHy,-- were--_~urely _n_u_r:nb~red-. He 
r~tu~_ed to ?~me_ric;r _to_ Jen their ,_story; -_un_~
fortunatelyfor !he Et)liopian. J~ws !)le Jewish 
esU):l;)l_is,htt1ent _wasn'tin~e-~sted in_ Usten4tg_. 
Betw~nl 965-1!169 he \Vrote!ettets and •P" 
J?~a~s to ___ e_verr-maJqr ,org3:_n_ (?f _the, A:merica_n 
and Israeli. Jewish es~blishment Being in· 
timately. faliliijar widi the workings o(the 
establisbmen1 he understood that reaction and 
act_io,n,?1-ig_Jlt_~e,4,li_ttle ti~e; wh_at-h~ did 
not a11ticipat~ was thesl(Jnewall of apathy 
and indifference.which he .en.countered on 
every stralll ~nd .on .e~ery level of Jewish 
leadership'. ln1969 µnable to single•han<ledly, 
prod the •esll!J,lish~nt ipJo action, Berger 
fol!Ilded the American Asscx:iation for Ed)io, 
pian __ Jewry,_ --the' :organ_izatiOn- :tha\_--W(}uld 
ultimately be responsiblefor keeping. the 
issue Ofth~ Fal~9!1S ~live-_a_n_d_W()uld_-even~ 
tually push the e.slllbiish=nt into ~ctiOn. \let" 
ween 1965-19~5 eyery major Ie:,v.i~h 
·'?rganizationwas •pproached and begged 10 · 

. help Ethipian . Jews. All retilsed, . not for 
policy reaso11s (for d)ey had no poUcy) .hut 
because Ethiopian Jewry \Vasn 't a . 'major 
issue_'. of public: __ <:onc~m s(} why,get_,involv~ 
ed'. . • Althoµgh . the .. . Jewish 
Agency .had been sending. 'a m~gnanimous' 
.contribution of $65()() a, yea.r since .1951 to 
Ethiopi~ for Jewish edµcation (cl~.arly in
dicating that they were consid.ered Jews ,bY 
someone)Jsraetdid nQt o.fficiaUy recognize 
~eir,s~atus:as J_ew_s /llld ttius-the,if-yntitleme_n~ 
u~der th.e Law of~eturn unti\ J 975. At that 
time fomer chi~f!'.lll>bi OvadiahYosefP11blic
ly recognized these Jews as descendant .of the 
los\ \ribe . of . Dan. : D~riqg the years 
1965-1975 the federation consis.tently re.fi,i.sed 
to allow iesolutions to be introdu~ by !he 
American Association f<?r Ethiopian Jewry 
on behalfof the Falasbas 19 th,e Jewish C:::oun· 
cil .on"'. el(are Funds .• The reason given was 
t_hat JhC _:,t\:_AE~- was_ not a---~mbe_r :of th~: 
co.unciL and thus could •not .sponsor 

resoltuions. 0 No Olj~ else Wb!) was on the 
~?_uncjI wa_s Jn~_rested_:in:-8(!0~_sQring re~olu~ 
tio9s on ~balfofE!pi8pian Jews .. Eyery ma
J.or. 'Jew,1sh .orgawzation; .. includirig . the 
A~eric:'an_--Coru;ress_' ___ an4 Co~i(te_e--- -die 
c\.n~·Defa~tioµLe,,gue, Hadasslili, Ort, the 
JewtShAgency and HIAS were toi). buy 
wntmg memo.s an.d publishing position 
paver• on. everything a11d anything: 

Empty l'lllnes to Israel 

Bet\\'ee11 195H97} tlte. Israeli embassy 
~tlltf in Et)liopia.wasone 9fd)e largest in the 
world. Js"!et. was Ed)iopia 's. chjef.s.upplier 
of '!'ililllry harqwaretraing a,md agricultural 
~ssistan\'O. n wa,s piv?tal ill the dev~loprnent 
of_-~~_-q:,t~ol)--in_du_stty; _economic_ dev __ efop.: 
Jt1ent ___ -1md,-}oci~_l plan,ning.-Pfanes fiew ifltb 
Ethiopia ~very day will) weapons and flew 
back to Israi,l will) empty cargo holds, M)ds 
.,that .could Have been. filled with EtlJl9pian 
.J.ews- .One lsf-!eli diplomat claim., that th.e 
EmJll!ror.Haile.Selassie,youldn'treJease \fie 
_Jews_~ecaijs«;:_he "-~e4--~~nqo_balan~e _the 
~hristi~~---a __ nd __ Morde~__--~_pulati_ons: _The on., 
ly ptoblem with that th~ry is th.at. there are 
only 25,000 Je\Vs to l)ala~ce 40 ll/ilH~n 
l'.:hristians; further most .ofc the c?untry was 
blissfuJJy _, __ un_aware- that th_erc.:- w_~re _ any 
Fal~shas in. the Tigre a~d Goodar province: 
The.truth.is that altho~gh.the Israelis.sue; 
ceisfuUy raised and n.ego.tiated seyeraHm. 
ponantand delic;i!!' .issuc,g wiih Selassie, tl)e 
subject.ofEthiopia's Jew.s was never raised 
seripusly beca_use __ it ju1,t- w~sil-'-t' all 'IS:r~ll 
priority, .. · . .. . . •··· 
· In.]975, after.l{avOYailia!i Yoseffinally 
declared. the Fa I.as bas Jews, Df: Y osef l3urg 
for r~oIB k.nown only to himself publkly 
declared . in an official sµtement by the 
Mir)istry oflnterior d)at they w~re notJews. 
Although th<: stateme~t was quickly 
wi~Qdrawn_Jn--th~--fa~e 9(pres_sure it 'is -!n
dic;11ive of how un.comfortabk the Israeli 
religfous establishment was of accepting,the 
Fa]ashas as.black Jews: even if Be.ta Israel 
had not be¢n declared.offidally Jewisli, tl)ey 
were liying a,md dying as Jews. They.had enc 
dured hundreds of.years of 9ppression and 
-per_secuti?Jl as ~ews. They obse_r;v,ed-_every 
part of the forah as Jews, (certainly muc!J 
Jflore _t,h,~n _ most me,n:i~rs _ of t~e- -A-rnerJ~an 
Jewish eslllblish~nt observ~)- .Shouldn'tthis 
h_;i~e b~~ _ sufficient ,:ground~ 'fQr -re,scuing 
thelll? 1,1 them .sothrough a conversion pro
fess if they are noLlegalJy Jews: Does .not 
however,tl1_e,-9verpowerfog _ethos of;the_-law , 
obHgate us U> re.scue those that live and die 
as our p,;opl<,? Is not the de,laying of a niscue 
effort resulting in the dead)s of .thousands 
while decidi~g. the letter of d)e lal" not a 
g-rt)S$,_yfolation and -~r\l_~rsion_ of ttJ.e' spirit 
and telos of the law? 

Ip 1~79 repmt• wire r~~ived Ufan1 grPJJP 
of llth!<ll).ial.lS h\ld crossed ()Verfo!Q die lludap 
and/,Vete wal.tJng.forfsr~eli a,s1s1a~ce: .~. 
~ewist, Ageru:y. refused to act, clainJiilg ill~ 
r~Jl(lrl~were.(al,e; inl!l~.acertaiit acti.vist 
group µired Z..y!lllll@ ~n who w~nt 1<1 SIJdl!n 
and sathered together 32 llth.iopian Jews 
,w~iti"$-•~ be rcscq~,-1'h~-~~iv~s_ts iheJtC®:--

. fronted !he. Jewhh Agency wit!) th!sJn(Qr
lJll!lio11; Jhe. agency still balkeq at d)eir 
rescue; .Fil>al!y in response to e~plicit .threats 
by. lei\ding Je,,..ish activists .10 exp<¥ .the 
aien;rllS being unwilling I() re""11d~11, the 
as•rcy ,u,ted. The ·.scenario wa~ to. oe .. 
r•P"•ted numero\\stim.es in' the 11e/'t. several 
y<mrs. The 1•.raeli C$1l!bllshment would.rescue 
.a few Je:,vs a~d. !lien .stop .• pressure woul.d ~ 
exerted by 'arnatcU( g"oups' a11dafew inore 
fews ,.-ould .be saved. Five hundred Jews 
Y1ere rescued. in 1980. 65<l in !98J and 7~0 
inJ982, At .the end qf HJ82 theJ;,wis.h Agen
CY stopped the rescue allqgether claiming it 
was .logistica,lly. ill/p~ssib\e· t~· co?tinue. At 
tJiitpoi?ta group of couragei.111sarnateurs in· 
4.ell"n,deotly went to th~ region andmc.ucd. 
13!i Ethk1pian Jews fromS~dan ai preci,ely 
t)i~ time, and ~nder tb,e sa"!e conditions, thal 
the. >1gency claill)ed \Vould b.e..impossib.l~ to 
reJ1Cue them, Once again, th~ amateur groups 
threateqed J)ulzin will) exposure fothe world 

;_--media -if_the_,Jews,we_re no~-saved: __ -'A-t,Jhis 
.point, the ~gency, havingJi(lle o.ther choice, 
stepped up its rescue.effort and ~urirtg 19&3. 
dramalicalJy saved 2,000 E!hiopian. Jews 
from Sudan. 

Even at .the hei~ht of the tescue, .Israel only 
rescued Je_ws Who _had managed ,to,- escape 
from Ethiopia to Sud.an. Is.rael refused. to 
rescue _a.~yone q;_rectlY:-f~~fll- E_thiop~; _citing 
insu_rmo~ntable _feclj~i_i'cal --, ~bstat;le$._ 
Somehow,' -h?weve_I'.; private,' ~ro~P:S: w~re, 
able Jo- oveJco01e :-t_~ese , ins~rrnquntabl¢: 
_c~b_stacles_- ~nd res~u_e Jew~ -di_rectly -f~m 
Ethiopia. 

Iiegi!fuing . i.n Jm,uary . 1984 J'lthippjan 
Je:,vs.; hearing that t~eir \,rothers were beiDl,l 
saved. in the. Sudan began moving. in lar~e 
numbers towards the Sudan: In the first 
several months of. f984 approximat,ly 
12;000 Jews made the. lo~g and Jll!Tiloµs trek 
frQm Ilthiopia . I!>. the Sudan, from. t<>llll. 
~espair to hope for life. By the ti=they ar
riv~ at the refugiee. camps in the Sudan they 
were dose to d°'th. In the campsJ5 Jews 
died ev~ry-day: from_ JW\ln~p-jtiQn,- i;_tarvation1 

d_isease _and- _ov_~rtly __ a~t_i·S~n1itic_ -viol~nce; 
Th_e Ame_ricap. A_ssociati_on _ for ,-EJhiopi:in 
Jewry and other activist grC1Ups, plellded with 
the -Isr~eli _ &ov_e_m_J!le~t t? step µp Jt~ _ rescue 
effo~. __ Tbe governmeQt_w_fi.i~~d_, -saying 'it 
wa_s u_nn_ecess_aiy: L¢tterf wcr~ -_sent (O' the 
_IFWei:s_ of-every: ma~9r-1!,!Wi$~-organizatfon 
pl~Ul~-wi!P_th~Ill:to_ exert pr~ssure-on Isroel 
to step up d)c; rescue: Evidenee wa, presented 
by t~e activists .that .over 2,000 Jews . .had 
_alre~dY:i:lied -in-~~: ~_udan_. The eyidenc~ ~ifs 
: (lismissed _a~ pr~posterou$ and a_n intens_ified 
re~cue: effort ~as ruled ()J.U'-_as- unn_~~cssary 
(in•. Jaouary. 1985 tl)e New .York.· 1i,nes 
p'_ubUshed ~ -StOry, "c~:mfir:tJiing -What -the -ac_
tivists h_ad said months before- --Z,O00 Jews 
had died irt. th.e. S.udan during the summer ?f 
1984). Onf~bruaryZ7.1984in.areport by 
the establishmentorgan th~ N.J,('_R.A.('. 
$e -~ational J~wiS~- _c_olTlJllll_nicy ~eJ~t_ions 
Advisory Council. tl)e foUowing b~tantly 
faJse-_statements_wer_e-ll)~de in -,m_ aJ~(Jlpt_ ti) 

(Contini- OD pllle.10) 



J(>wnpluy ~.~-ens¥ 1>fth<; sl\l!!i\i\ipo" 
l]~~lJSliMEl'<J' STATf;MEN''f' 

L/Mi>.•t F,il!iopiM Jews.liv.ei11 th~ an,asQf 
~!l\lllt .~f/yin,,e wfu)ft' r,,in(al} iRa,deiiuate-

. a·®··· ·•·.· .th¢<. 'l.'f·p· re. . ® .... ' .• •.·.· .. r,,. ce.·.·· d ~.th .. s.@ ..... · ·~.~.11 ... ·• .. on .. '.·o ..... ~ !J)!\}!lll\l'll!QJl,., 
TtlE ~01.H, • . , .. ··. ·.. . ... ·. . ... ·. · 
l. Artlie. !\Ille th~ .W()NS we"':',ll\lblish-

6'$ i"thll f<;4e!'\llkm ~ l("."~s l(npwitJ\ll!t 
Etbiopilln. cfillll!'ln .w~re,Iyin eyery day c:,f 

·. ··.· .. • .. Jn 
.f!\l.fact~!t)Je~n
mo~ of.J;>dliopj11) 

:Je\\1$! ~·* 11\1> haides,t.hlk.b.Y f~ll)lne. 
ll$'.l'A.ltlJSHMilN'r· ll'l'ATEMlNT: 
.2; '.'For \hs1)10SI pafphY~ic,i!thre~ts·tci 

iJl.198i! with<the plll)ilication~f 
.r!lJ11nce by: thp · M•rS:iS\ 
~! 

l[flk . ' 
~-~ Jn J 9fr-'iJ~ J,f .s_~ ---~-~~--}~purimeti_t_:,(c~f" 
~not~~ll;m<>flewis,n~yv~,~rl 
on•hU.!Jlllll . tic · re .oo.that ill.e 
· · · bysi'cal 

s.:were 
frinll· 

the at1.ti, 
· ....... •··.· . ·· ...•...... · ··· ....•.. there.port 
concluded, W<ll<! i,r,wange~ 4ndcaught in 
th~~~ff~El'lT STA'FEMENT: 

nt>art<>Jialillf pr9Q!illit41oll .. mnd.flllsfnt,au
;li~nq~ jn 1'1~w York: .tfus Wbpje 
~lliptory'. it was 
1~wis~ ropotte~ w)l(i 
eu\>llsj\ed. tl{U<JSCU~ ~~Qf)', 9.n~C ti)~ /t>WS 
'\l!•r~ \l\ll<iilg , the New Yo1 p,~.c, saw .no 
r'i'\•An to maint~in.•Hence aqd \hi: stt,ry Mt 
·tl:,<i, ir,:mr pag~~., And of .?ourse; t)le,rescue 
w.as s1011ped,hl'a~ emoar~~sed Ethiopia and. 
$ud!lll :md aSA direc.t re;;tilt mow kws .di ell . 
Jh tbll Word~ of Ollo{abbi, "Jhe es(a~lish· 
!A.~t was $iter:t Wtiert iUJloUld hayt s~oken 
;;!n"~ifil;t,\spoke·.when it slmu!dhave 

· ·. ·· .. Tb~gepJ(ll'/lble sltuati'?n was perhaps m,ost 
f~itlv ~nd acQurately Slltnl\l~d up i~ an .•rti
.d4, p1il,l.jshe\l by Professor .. }:Iowan\·· M· 
t.ilhno{l'froni th.e l,litlvetsily .of Ca{ifqrria in 
\J\~ 1"11\ter 9f1984, ''.Now (hafpres~ure by ~~·ro~t American . Md l·ra~li .Jewty is 
l!)Oli)\tll'•I! to bring the EthiQp\~n Jew,, bollle. 
\,:>Jsra~l'tlje bur;ea(!~rats .off~~el 'I foreign 

d MJ11istp, )111\!J~wii!II Agencf lll'll :4'¥ing. to ~x, ,\nJen~ e~tabllslim011t, ,lletlln.ally g'jln~, • pl;tin aw~y · n,e11rly. tw°'.nry years ofjna~tion 
·• would· J(<tQl\ietly aoout .tJte re;;cqe Mij. it- J'l\ttihl! tlte periQ<i ":hen ls@el bad good teJa' 
• tell)pt t1>aave tJte reman,,JngJe~s,RoW~"e~, til)DS With !{11ile Se)assje. · The.Ir lllO~t Used 
> the; ~p,cm1?fosi)f 1heesll!]?Usb~nt w~Vfyr ~Mus.e i.s !h~t Ill• emp9rer ~~µost:d e111igra-

)'.\1a~ didn't ~ise lheir v.oice~ .or lift.il\eir Wm>of tlie fa)a~has toJsr!(eJ,as it W.O.lll.d pi;in J¢wr'f in ."n anicl~ ill lhe N<iw fom fingers tO ~Ip Et),ioj,ianJeWI')' now t\:!\Jltf ret)ect hadly pn hi8. repQftedly benevolent 
.T1111es on Pel>ruary 4,. Hl8.5. . .·•. · ··· · : notresi°'tplaying the ro/"l'ofh~~, SA1 if\~ !l)fe, i»i!t respon~ was countl!red bp high-

Tlte,{ollowing is .a sta.tll111e.nt.~ll~l.i~hed in ~eadof.w?rryiJlt\.ab!>utthelivesat~!itV\itJ Nnkin~.lsr~elidiµlomarwho had.served i.n 
Peb.~ary .111~ .l!Y theN .J .q-~ .. .A.f,:. "The the rescue and the. n-=ssityfor 1.otal. secl'J,t.Y, J,tf\iopia (see HaarelZ, December 17 ,J ~82) 
govenunent o., Js.l'/let grants wba~yer b!1df"t tttt es!llblis1J111•nt !1roc1a1s began <1roi1Ji\a~ 't;µict if the emv~•r ,;ppo~!'.d 11 an~ Jsrae1 
is ~¢e<led fOr .• th•. re~ue .oflewSJn perd, 10.- broatl hints t),at a ~escue w~~ unde0,11ty; lriedt().Chang~. Iris positioll bf! the subj(let, 
~1udinfEtbiopian .J~ws:.1'.her~re all ljmds ·. AJ'}'.elr Du~n; the SO/fl!' Dutzin. ~ho in !~1'J Ii~ chan~l.ld his atti!Ude oq .<>!her ~ubjects that 
n¢e<l~fortherescu<>9fEthio11!•J1 Jewcy are ,vaniedtohave nqthing f?do ~ith the f~~:i,, w~re impo11,w 10 us ... w~en foreign 
avajlaMe 10 the ~levant agencies. A<:alll- · an~ 9nly re1"ued a . lian<iful u~der <1!/\'C,I l\)11!istec Abb.a Bhan.was asked why Isfllel did 
P•1lln to .1'1\i~e· money. in the.u.s •. for. the •. th~t of m~dia e~P9sure, :iv.••.• suddJ~~l~ .A~t eot"ur;ige • .the .•. im111ig"ation ~f the 
rescue of Ethiopian Jews is not nece•S/lfY •'' transformed into. t~e m~ssiah incarJJate: 1• A. PA lash.ash~ answered· that the suhje~.t was 
Clearly theU:J:A. whjchh8$ re<:eJJ~Y laun-. lQSJ.tribeoflrS/1.elis retumin.g!O i.tsVVtl'' never.'~i~nifi<:ant,'· ''Jhe. dipl1>matcondud-

. · ... . · · ... · · · • . '¢<I, .. ,~.e Falash.a prob.lorn; even tQ!lay, does 
·. · · · · ··• ·· ·.. · · • · · · • · · · ~ii! .stand high on the list of prioriti~s of t!Je 

''The·•e.st~J:ilist,m~nf w,s silent wheJJ it ::i·:~f:\q~:r::::!k:!oUt~~r!~j~!: 

$h<>_ulc( ,..,,,,·.·· .. $1,)Q,,p.·c111d .· ctrrogan.tly ~:r~c:.~~:j:1i1;,;?t:'d~iXd1~fJt; The 
$ .. P ... ·· .c:>.1< .... ·.·.e ... · .. when it should heave been .. Objertive o,b~rvers mightund.erstand why 

/t*~~~1,-_--~'-Yf)1.JOg--qountry_-9fH!Ylit~d-rt~?ur:c_es 
\.s.:,-.1 ... ,,.:-:,,., -J ... -)}:···,· (ta~ ~_ltrtQ_sf ·4aJ!Y:\vi,!hi'seve_r¢}Tiili_f~9'-, ~~d 

~~~nollJk p~qblems has l'l<ll. put thte. '.escue J ,..,... ............ .,...,.....,..._.,..,....,...;..,.. .... ...,.,......., ................ ...,,.._ .... ..,.,......,...,..,....,.'V'-t I of.itslll'.11opia11 co-religionists .high,r on .the 
(lational agenda: Qnthe. ot~er hand it is dif· 
(\cult ID ~mnprehe~d Why . world Jewish 
l~aders»Jp .outside • t.he •... state ·. of Israel, 
~s~e<2iaJ.ly Jeaders . of. s09h flO'Nerful aid 
_c,_r~~-_ni.ziJ,tio(lSfis_, tbeJoi_~t -OisJrib~Jfo_n qom
mittee.~n<f HIAS: .an organization h'eavily in: 

3. :'TheAliyal(ofl!thiopi!lnJew,y did no! 
~o,llle possil>ll: \lntil. •l'Olll\d '!97'9 wtten 
!h•Y began to fl!'e, Eibi9pia aJ011g. wi.th fens 
<1f.th(!Usandis 9f ~';J'Ethiqpiarnr i!lthe ""1<.e 
pf reyolutiO~l!fY.. tu.,-moil. Prio~ to this time 
l:\thiopian1ew, were not l!)l:Jlted0in.refugee 
Ca1lJl}S >\\'here JsraeJ !;()U]d rescQ~ th71!1' 
,\!Jboughl>efa@ therevol~ti<in lsl'lleF,.re/8,' 
tio11swi!h. l!thiopia wtret,etter ulider Hai.Jl~ 
Sel~ie, ewe~ 11• ~1d n~tp;,rnut em,grati~n, 
TJ;eiral.i}';ih w:isalso ~pedlld~usethey 
~ere' ?_Qt,rec:9g!li_~aj_ ~s,,Jew_$ --e_lj'il)~ft~nJer
the !sr,,eli l/4w.of Return.qntil ~'rtlr befo~ 
the .M;1tJ1is11rey9lu_ti<Jnl9'74.\ 

TJ,IB .T~l[fff; 
3\.'fheaboyefew]jn¢s ar~,b)a!llnt atti:m~( 
10· ,;ov~r ~I' the est,:blishment's. scalj(l:ilous 
be)lavior,-,ith regard to E.thior,ian.Jews.· '..!'he 
e$1"J?lishm,eJ1tWbich had, only a~hort·#me 
b~~~ -~~,:,P_~b,litatj°-n_: o~ thisJnem~, -set :-~p 
al]_,_EJhi91;1,~~Aest-a_s p~tfiet,k_jiHr ~{~mpt_i11_g 
to,explalnawfy ;!O years.9forganized apathy .. 
and ll.alt.ousne,;s with regaro lo .th• plight pf 
the foJas~as: > l '· 

'fhe fi!Cts ar~ :is follows: 
-l;/~sra,e~_-,.,-n~ver\rwcord~ng '9_-,het oWn,J:i'ighest 
ranf<ing4i11lomats, brought up the. subject of 
,Etbiopia_1t,)ewi~h _ ellligr_3c_tlorr ~i~ Sela~sle, 
_Hj!d_they,do~~(Sf>,_cons_iderjog tJ:te-~nonnous' 
(l(:Qnomic apd lllili!ll~ Jevel)lge lsrae) .had 
with .Selassie he un~oubtedly w9uld have 
aUowed fl?r S911)e form. of A.ljyah, Unfor: 
:::~a:~l~~\:~o:_ofle}~r~t~nough-,t_o::r~i~:tli~: 

2:.-The'. :~a,111?-!eur~,:: r~.s:c_UF.sr~ups Prn"'.ed, 
C<)nclusively tliatlews could .be brought out 
dire<:tlyfrqm {llh.i,ipia .... · . ·•· . . •.·•. 

3. -E_v~n)f-,~n!!- ~s~me_s th~t,_-_Beta:-Js~el 
~ti1Jld · n1i b,e---~~ueq __ ~rlier .:bec~qS.e -_th~•r 
S!llt\ls.as Jews·remainoo blurred, three.bur:' 
ing_ questi(Jns- rQ~ain,"1-nanswered: ' 

I . Whyafter RaY Kook ~f'fimied their 
Judais.m i~. J922., after Rav Herzqg 
reaf!irined~.vK.ook'sl)Osifiqninth.e 
late forties; after th~ 'f()rab Depart, 
me~t.of.th.eJewish.Agency'clearJy. in: 
dica109tehir Jew.i$hness1'y·~nding the 
Falashas $6;500, a year sill® 19~1 for 
Jewish oouca.ti.on, wh:Y after i,xplkit 
l,;!lachic .Pro~oun"!'~nts by . many 
earlje_r ,credible,ffid,a~~-ic-au!hqrities -
whydid ,, take untn 1974 for Araet 

' to:recognize .the· Fqlash~S:_-as.Jews,--_ and 
why, exe.n after.Rav OvadiahYnsel"s 
-s_~!en1~nt __ ,di~ __ :Mi~r1:'clli'_- Jind _- their 
Jewishnes, .so offensive th.at they 
p~blicly (th!ough. J;)r, .Berg) \li~yo)V
oo .. Rav· Yosef'.s .ver<lict'!. 

7: W.by, ~een !974,J97.ll. a!ler 
il,ey.were !ie¢laredlegally Jewis)l were 

Vdlved- _wi_th<Russian' h~1.01jgran_ts,;' has _not 
i/!Ade th• ,es.cue of the Ethiopian Jews ,i ma· 
j<>t prjori!y. , . . . . . . .· 

'f~e satne leadership k~ew that a nµJor 
lfifedy was ab.out fO upset Eµropean Jews 
ill the J930 and )940/s and did. little, .To 
11}Ake ._ t_~e . same·· mist,tke .a, ~e.Q.e~1:1tfon._: later. 
Wlthless !hen 20,000 Jews stl'Qggl.ing to sur· 
vive in ,Ethiopia not only desecrates. the 
memory of th.e 6 minion l_ews<whp died in 
the holqeaust bur placed an ad\le<l guih .on 
the c9n,,ience of worl4 Jewry,· one Iha( is 
jQ'St ~OO-{}Ju_ch lo ~ear. 

I write .lhis arfkle ,with a,heayy heart for 
Wo YO')' differenf r~aso~s, The first is that 
inMed the estaplishment whichiindict I am 
Yel:)' m~<Ji a P;•tt gf, as are \Ve all. The elders 
(J_f eve_t)'. genet4tiotl;. th_e __ m}~ra~~__observes in 
t.eviticos, .reflect \h~ essential iiat\lre of the 
~enentti()n_·. :.VJe -liv_~ jn a. i{:n_erati(ln \Yltere 
thA seirit has !,pen cru~hed by the overbear, 
illJl wei~llt .of hed~nistk materi~Jis111. 1'1ie 
i;,;ue t!Jat mosr~o~ce~ Amefi?ans, the polls 
tell us, is the ecpno.my "'- not. the Middle 
~,t, .~o\jhe fa111ines, .not anylof!y concept; 
byt l)louey, Jt.ili~.s should come as np sur'. 
ptisdl)at Vie inAmericawillfully~hooiie our 
l<ll!ilen\', tl'le le.•ders tba.t .set American Je':"ish 
~1>111mu~al pplky, noLb~sed on scholarship 
"tf'iel}', no.t b~~ed on knowledge but.based 
Q~ ~ow ftlUc~:-rno:n_ey __ tJ1ey c;pntribu~. J _in:_no 
W_IAY,-f11~0, t()_ depr~,date:~he i_!nJ:)Oft~D,-ce_'_?f 
IJ~~ndaL ~\IPp(lrl: l di[ecJ •. an • outreach 
<,t11aniiation which depi:nds, WhQ~ finandal 
.iM~rstructure d•fJ\lnds, on the generosity ~f 
pt'lvat~ ba~kers a"9. fedel)!.tioo grants, @ur 
l't~allizarion Y;i•w~ itse,lf with pri<!easpart 
of the f~deratedsy~te,m.· Hpwever,pne can, 
~or remain silent when our !eadersh.i~, ma<le 

(~Ollt!l)!led !)D Jllltle. 11) 



BtliOWJE·JACJI~ 
'!'~• •Oemara in.·. ~erachot . 54b •. lists.· four 

tyf"'S ofexpPriences wheno1Je5houl~ recite 
Birkat l'la&OQlel ."P?n •!ll•rgin$ in . good 
health from I.hes~ sity~ti!-)ns. The.four .cases 
are: 1'!J!Qoe who have traveled on the ••.a, 
11/Qs.e wbp ~~e tr~veled;on the desert,. those 
)'.ho haye ree.ov.,red fro[U illness, 110d tho~ 
w~o wer<1 releaied from .. J1rision,,, •The 
Ris~onlm 4isJ!)re!I if the Gemara lit11its tlie 
n,qufr<;!ll<llt · .. <){. recidng . Bidrat · l'.lagoJnel 
speqfipa!lyl'! !hosefouri;ases,.J-loWever,.wc 
~r,,, accust~med l!). ~"".ite .. I-Iall?.Jn•I :.after 
•~l'lli11gJn 8.Q4d ~"'d.tll from.any d/J)Jgero~s 
s1tu~11on, ·~ me M:ag~n Avraham. i)otes 
<pracl! ()haim 2J9: 10) > .·· .... ··•··•· ...... ·· .·• •· 

Funhe.!"111ore,. ili~ Risho°'U)l disagre!!af,oui 
t!te ci("U!llSlar<;es in '3/hicb on~ .iS roquired 
to,'!\Y the blessjng .\Jfl:iagot11ei .. on.one hand., 
me RaJQbllll) (c;omt11erlting pn BetacMt S4b) 
assel1'; that one must · say. Flagomet after 
traveling rega~<l.less a.s te whether rnere was . 
any:~Jetp~-~t-<?f9ang~r--involved. -~is.:co~ten~_ 
tion is predicated on the statem•?I that.ap
pe~rs igilic: Yerushahp.i Berachot 4:4 '.'all 
co.ads are assumed to bedange,ou.s .. • •. ()n !be 
other hand, the Meiri (als" comt11entin~ on 
aeracho.t 54\>). ciies ~. opiniol\ which <;PO' 
~nds /li~t Fl.agomeUs reqµired !)Dlyif one 
had enc;pu.ntete<l serious dangerwhile t@yel
ing, F\i>rex~mple, if one waslostan<i later 
fQund his. way, he wou)d be required to J>foss 

B.avKook 
(Co11tll!tled ,ro..; page• 5) 

Eacl! nation, accordingio Rav Kgpk, qas 
a pecu.liar .national cha@~ter.wbi.ch .is .pro
n1oted .throug.h the organizati,m of a couec" 
ti~e: __ ~,~~~t, _unjf:,on_ -~ ;pai:ti~uJa1\teo:itor;Y:-_: 
The strivm~ t.<>watd national unity is a basic 
drive of ~n. asJs·the longing tob~near to 
C."4, Connection "'ith the Divine is as vital 
~. 111an as is the need for food.J4eally, the 

· Dt~_in~-motive sho_uld J;,e.a·mo\'.i_.q_g faftQr:in 
\he fot~-!io_n :·a_nd--w~~k_ing~<-of a --~-~tional 
'1.nit._,_ ~o _ the· --~xtent __ _that ___ it ~s: _m,embers' 
·$pir_itl:1-~- ~~-~_.ar~ :·pro_v,i_ded ___ -foi;;- ~---na~_i_oo' 
m9ves _- fu~]ier_-_ a~?Y ftow:, the --_t>ivin~; _- the 
closer it __ i~ _ _to __ --:_:tiltiJnate --eXti11cd_<;m_.: -The' 
ch,r'\cter of each oat.ion, if properly 
deyeloped, wntributes to. ihe general .gOod 
of."'!"'1'ind.. . ·.. • 

fh\l .natio.nal character. or'th~ .Jewish peo
ple; acc;ordingtoRabbi KOPk, is tllat.<;>fGod
awareness in aU areas oflife. The.essenc;es 
?f_the C?IJective Characte~ 9f evt,ry_-n~tio_n:_i~ 
mcorpora.ted in KlalYisr,•I to som<> .extent 
but the Jews' S(l!lCial characteristic, that of 
closeness to God llS a "l'nsequence of aGod
inspired lifestyle,. constitutes its uni9ue con
tribu~on to II/• world. This national chm,icter 
i~ to: serve __ a~ ~-:_unifying factor w_ith~ -the_ 
worl~, to influ_ence all_-_nations to_ center the•r 
~ational develop.me~! around a higher 
ethic;al0spiritua(. gpal: 

En,tz YisraeJ is the natural setting of Kial 
Yisrael, providing a land upon which a nor; 
~-11a99n~ e,t.is_t~n~e_,_ with idl the _v¢ous 
c;pmPQnents ofany other nation, but inform
.edby acon~tantstr\vingfornearness to God 
and .. the. h/ghest ethical, moral .behavior. 
1!.e!igion is thereby · to. be pereie~ed by 
manldnd as a nomial component of national 
'e~is_te_n_~, _ _n,ot _ ~s :a lifestyle_: rese,:v~-- for 
rec;luses .. ,µt<l•·misfits. Bec;ause.Klal .. Yisrael 
trlis~sed:~retz-risrael_ -µt this re~pecl; it' was 
exiled among the nations .. •rhe lac:k o(its OW!J 
lefTitory,w~uld remind KlalYisrael of its nas 
tionalpurpose, so.that\Vhen it.would even, 
IUl!IIY, it. Wl>Uld utilize the.la.n~ proJ10rly; 
Alilifl!lgil K.lal Yis':"'t"°ntributed /!really to 
~e Sl/irjtual deve)opment of manldnd, only 
II\ .. Bretz YisraeJ. c;an .it tulfiU .its. task 
®"!Pletely. tr 1.1roer. fo(KJal Yisraet to)nt1uenc;e 
l'lallld~. it.Dllfst uf)derstand 11/e wprkin~s of 

fla1wfllet.> 
l:IO}l'.eVcr,. !lie 'ralmider ~b<;inu Yon;,h 

f 4~a !n tlie P'll!e• -0.r m.eJ~itJ offer:a <;l)m' 
P!""lll'se ~1.ween. the .Ralllbarn and. th~ opi~ 
01911 quot.t,il: in '?e.M.eirh They clui t\te 9pi". 
p!OI) qf the Fren9b ~abbis who. say thet•one 
SbQUJd r~it, Flajl<)lflel on)y if.one nas trayel• 
ed __ , -~ar-g~~'·ts_ -:e~d-. __ -~e~_se~ '.th~: i;!!Sto!l} pf 
fr!'Dc~.Jews '!l;!S,npt to bless Flagoml,l ifter 
intercity trarel becl!use mey dM.nOl"\Jp$ide,r 
1.raYeL Of) . the. roads of. France . to pe 
dap.g~rous S .. ·•· ... ·· ·• ... · .. • ..... . 

The French.Rabbis inre,rp.ret theaforeiner1-
ti1med. quote fr<>111 th<> ,erusalem Talmud to. 
be refeµin~ to Tefilat Fladerech, ,vhen one 
is requ.ire<l to say this Tefilah regardless of 
the. degr~ of, danger · in th~ joJlftl.ey 
ttowe~er;.this opinion~isagrees \\'ilh ~ opi-. 
n101u1u~ted by the Mefri, i~U\al if .Qne has 
(~v_e_led--~~Jt_ g1,1~8,_erolls -r_oad _-h~<~nus;t reC_ite 
~,&~flll:I -":-heJ~er'a:seriou~ ,in'ciderit -hwi occ: 

t~e-- --v{lrio1,1S __ :--n_aHQ_ns_;: -artd, '.it _ _js_: _the_rCf~re 
n."'ies~ary to •!Udy their nature ~~d iotelJec;.
tual m,!ke•U!) crea\infa basjsfor,a:loveof 

; _J~~_nkind in_ ~r.e_ii!,· f?rj, Y,4r,o.n_-, _M[shnq_;p 
$~IHqRa.v10pk, pg.: 306).Ahavaif.:..r(l:,I 
must "\'111" f~lll a generaUpve oft11~nkind 
as.me twoarev~rynearlycloselyjntertWin; 
ed, .· Altliough · th.e b.asic. thrust.· of Kial 
Yisr_ae_t's:eff9rcs: must-~ th(!-_~_evelol':ment of 
i_t_~ _o\Vn-__ nati?gatc~arat:ter , _ _-Qte_ Y,fidei go_al ()f 

:::J~J,rsal redemptron ~ust always be kept in 

'In -~t letter:_\Vrittelli fo_- _;191_4.- 'i.;.{Com1ecfioI1 
with ,the distriJ;,ution among the Jewish set, 
tJers ml'a(~t(ne of a ,'!\(IIPling ft<,mthe Arab 
~_I'.ess,- the-purpc,se of:w~ich_:w_,s: to ~reate-:an 
awaren7ss of Arab < soci~ty: Rav K(l/)k 
~iterated his general philosop~y. }:le ex, 
pressed his hope tha.t. the.pr9j7cr wo.uld be 
s~cc~Ssful;- and-_th~_t_ aU_nat_fons-wou~d)o~iI 
r~alize that pie goa(Qf the}ewish peopfo is 
ID b11n,g peace and blessing ID the world . as 
mentioned . in · the Birchqt. Ayr(lh~m
V't1/vrachu bichq kol • goyei haaretz 
u!, '.zarecha. 

G~enl>ei-g 
(C\lntlnuood from pag~ 8) 

0u~ed ~root. T~eShu~hanMuchdie.
0
i!iis 

''"W ~• Jb• .. pra~1ice ofQerman. ~nd. J';rencn 
l~\\'s(P~th pnaimJI9:7) 

Ac~prd/.~gl)'., .. iV is, the pr,.~tk~ pf 
~shl<;enaz1~ Ie\\'S to re<:ite f!ilgo!llel. '!nly 
a(t<:r lf"~ve!mg o°'a <langerousro,~. Fiend, 

·thequeitionpos~Jo.usas t<> whether.ori; 
~h_9~M-y~cftiH~g~TeJ ~ft¢_r ~irptan_e-fr~_v~l,-
1~ __ C;Ol)tm;ent __ upon-_'.w~~ther ,_o~e i:qns!detS 
ar_rplane travel 00 ·•b<: . dangerous: .Rabbj 
I, 1ch~nstein Shlita luls informed me tllat it 
is l{abl:>i Soloveitc~ik ShHta ;S practice not to 
<"lli.te Birkat FlagoO)e(after airplane travel, 
11nless. a ..:r\ous inddent. has • occurred: 
I1fovermeless, Rilv Lichterstein rec;alls •the 
~av sayingtbat if anindividual perceives 
aJrpl;,ne tra.vel .to be. dangerous,• h¢ should 
r,x:ite Hagomet 

Ra~bi ·.'Feinstein··· Shlita .. (Iggrot ·. M~ihe 
~@ch Cha/m 2:50), h?wever, has an entirely 
different aJ'proach to .our questi?n:. Fie. 

;:~e~e!~i::;emElokim·must .trow. with 
'.Fal~h
(Cqiillouood rrOJII page 10> So we raise.the. :lzele111 Elold"/ through our 

!lO~S and .~aughters, ir fulfi!H.ng !he m,i1Zvah 
offruIJ'rvr,, Another key provided for our 
own.Jife b> the ~onc;ept 9r '!zekm E.lokim is up of lealleri whodon 't deserve w be Jewish 
the conductin1i. of relatio~sbips .with res(J!lCt l<ll!ders, so bM,.nt!y and tragically viola~ the 
for others .. aeJationslJips are after all the key uq<Jerlying ethical motifs .of i!ll I.hat de$et\'.OS 
to humanjz~tion, a/ld thus importantfor the w,be c;alled Je--:lsh, And yet, . .;,hen .We speak 
d~~elppment--o_f ~n_ as-,an1 __ ima_ge ,of God, ~-ut ~gam __ sJ _qur-leade_rs~ip _we cannot_ do-_so 
Since speec;b. is th.e key to relationshiN and in a 19ne of rigl)teous · indignation fqr. our 
bu.man wnJacts.,. me Torah is extnlmely w,yy leaderspnly reJlec;t.our desires; our goals a]!d 
of t_he-po~er ofth&? __ toris:_u~. -~nP<:re_s:uJat~_s o~r val~,;~-- --- __ : -- __ .- , __ , ' 
Pi;c>per_ s~h_i __ it_ 57ems;-U1ore-_th_aµ __ "eating.- }-:"'1it~_-th~---e,5,say:--with -a __ h~vy h_eaft_ f?r_ 
If l.~peak:to you t.ruthfully a.~<1 res(J!lCtfuHy, a seco.nd reason as. well. The outrage .ex-
1 am . treating .you . as a.· Tz~l~m. Eloki,n : pressed in th.is article is directed at ourselves. 
S~_ech Is i~p~~t_ 'in _-3-ll- reI;ition-sµips~ In n(}t __ pnly on a_ ctQ_~e~fl:iiµ Jevel in tlujt __ Jea~r~ 
the. ultimate relatio~shjp oLm?O and wife sl!jp reflects the nature ofmr land bu! Oil.a 
$eXUl~ity is-~Jso a~-_jmport3nt exp)'es_simi_-of- rQuch,-morc d~vas_ting and-,iruJicitiog,personal 
human communication, and a furtlleranc;e of Je.vel .as welt flow.mal)ypeo()le reading this 
the TzelQm E/okim. Thus sexuality even in- article, myself.induded,. if) the last five Year.I 
side marriage.is regulated by the .Torah to .Sil. much as lifted .a pencil to wrjte a .letter 
insure the pro perform o.fcomt11unication and. on behalf of Ethiqpla,n Jewry? ffl.1w ~ity of 
respe.ct.on the physical, spiritual, c.onscious us went out. of our way to attend a rally? 
and .unconscious levels. Worseyet(hO\v many of us•ev~n .bothered 

Since. fjl,,n · n.,O<!,. a ,healthier society, to t~ke the.time and t~uble t~find.outw.l)at 
mlm;l!ll has mherant cligrutiy a]!d the. develop., was happening to Ollt broth.ers in Ethiopia. 
m~nt of tec;hn~Jogy is a worthy act, perhaps I l<now I d.idn 't, Eiliiopian Jewry was for Ill• 
a __ m,tzvah-;_ y,Le -an: _,ind_t~¥n~--God~' ,as -He a~ways SOIDC: vagu_e, Cf!USe-~t:_every,onceJn 
w1she<,l~ __ ?Y _~}C~~ing--our ipastei-y-a?d pdwer a while_I ~ould her 50_me cra?y-activis_t talk-

M' , 1 .· ... for.pos111ye end.s. Shabbat gi~es us one day ing af,out but for whichlhad no ti111e. I was 
1.z~am, n ll!e ancient W9rld Women were to remrnd ounielves tllat w" are not gods and !OP busy, tgp busy doing a million tt,ings tl!at 

brought .and sold at will. The Torah allows · that.God is II/• true Creator. ·.• .. ' seemed so.important then and seem so trivial 
an alma to be sold only. for me ·purpose ?f So ~ere is .not a single human activity _ now, I was to<> busy and igp wrapp!)d up in 
marri~ge. TQi$ too_does_11qt -~r_rf_'to _be~ sex1,uihty,_work, child~ring,,realtiqrish_ips myself~_ in m_y_-ow_n ~i~vot-_andjn-my own 
sweepjng reform; bµt through the c .. nturies ~ that. the. Tora.h (\0<:s not consider pot,n, religious development to really have much 
the ~ostion .ofJe)Vish women has. kept .im' tial!Y qo)y and an expressiqn of the Tzelem time. for &'lYOne else .. And so, when r ask 
pi;c,vmg and bec;oming, m.orc; dignified. Elq~im. · myself. incredulou~ly why didn't>th.e 
Flalru::ha ~ me po\\'erofdreallJing an.d it11- 1---.,,...-=-----~--------f ~tablishment<lo anythirg; .how.could· tltey 
pleipenti_ng reaJisti~--~rearn~ 9ver ibe,cou~e have ~n_so_ apathet_ic an~ i_ndiffer~nt.-_eve_n 
ofcentu~ies .. Ultin,ately this revolution for caJlqus, I have only to look into myself to 
l)UflUI.D dignitiy must reac() ll!e world as a find the .answer. 
\Vhole throu~ Judais'°' and to some ex!"nt I. hope af least thatl have learned 
already has .. :W• trust fa. our desc;endants to somethif!g. from the tragic story ofE.thiopian 
keep .the lnldition. ~livefor.theentire wo.rld, C· · ·.·fUUJ· ... ·.·· · ..• · ·.· .. i2(q ... ··. ,,., .. ·.· ... f!. ,f_7.. fe.)l'.ry. I hope mat I .,viii never agIDJI he.in, Once we start . wit.Ii ~ur family we can JMJfU:T di~erent to the agony ofothers, I hope tltat 
rec;ognize our· extef\ded family. and. our l.\\'illneverbe so wrapped up in mytalittllat 
obligatjon·;towaros.them. Ifw~.work on .0-,..··.·. ·J·· .. ····(!··· ... 1'"1·· .. ttl, ·.~ · . .,.,· ." ..... c···.·. lcannotbearand,:espondwll!eplarltivecry 
ourselv~s · '3/• · recognize our. commitments - V "'""' 1 K-IMr f I,, of the sufferer, 1111~ r P".'Y that even .if our 
first tu our sons 81)9 daughters, then to our pun;y human efforts cann11t by themselves 
cousins,. then furtl!er w. our thir.ty,~ond alleviate lbe. wo~ndS and scars qf out world 
cousin, An.al?IY Scharansky in ... Mosc;ow, they will at least br\f!g. the day cl.o.ser when 
S<ime day we will realize o~r commitme11t O.o<! the activist par exc;ellanc;e, wi.11 climax 
and our bond will! our ninety-second cousin hisl!lry in redemptiQI! and '!'ill bring afi·""·· .1 . 
wh9 is C:::hiQese. The foree (or th.e developC end.~. suffering and .evil in his world; 






